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By Friday last week, the number
of reported cases of Hepatitis A
from tainted imported berries had
reached 14, with the distinct possi-
bility of more to come. The finger
was quickly pointed at China and
debate raged around questions
of labelling and whether or not
to test imports for bacteria and
viruses. Trade Minister Barnaby
Joyce joined the fray, batting for
his rural National Party constitu-
ency with commitments to make
changes in the labelling laws and
encouraging people to buy Aus-
tralian produce.

But all the improvements to
legislation and regulations will not
address the poison berries in the
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) and
other pending trade agreements.

Overriding parliament
The TPP (which is reportedly
close to conclusion) and numer-
ous other multilateral agreements
contain what are known as inves-
tor-state dispute settlement (ISDS)
clauses which allow a single inves-
tor (corporation) to sue a govern-
ment for damages if a government
law or policy “harms” their invest-
ment. Governments on the other
hand have no rights to sue corpora-
tions under ISDS clauses.
Australia already has ISDS
provisions in FTAs with Chile,
Singapore, ASEAN, New Zea-
land, Singapore, Thailand and
South Korea. It also has 21 ISDS
clauses in Investment Investment
Protection and Promotion Agree-
ments (IPPAs) with 21 countries.
(dfat.gov.au/trade /topics/Pages /isds.aspx)
The Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade’s (DFAT) website
explains that ISDS provisions can
protect investors against “sovereign
or political risk” — meaning govern-
ments exercising their sovereign
powers or legislating in the interests
of the health and safety of its people
in a way that might have a detrimen-
tal effect on profit churning.
“An investor can have their
claim determined by an independent

Codlition’s climate
policy

arbitral tribunal without having to
rely on domestic legal remedies,”
DFAT says, a de facto admission
that ISDS provisions are a means for
monopolies to bypass democratically
elected parliaments and national laws
and regulations.

Well known activist Vandana
Shiva, in an interview with Brian Lof-
fler (“In the Soil are the Answers”)
was asked what her attitude was to
“corporate personhood” — granting
corporations the status of legal “per-
sons”? She responded:

“When corporations claim per-
sonhood, they rob citizens of their
personhood. When citizens of Ver-
mont were successful in having a
labelling law passed, corporations
sued Vermont on grounds of their
‘personhood’. They have tried to
argue that citizens knowing what is
in their food, and making choices
on the basis of that information, is
taking away the ‘free speech’ of the
corporate person.

“The Investor State Dispute
Settlement clauses in the New Free
Trade treaties such TPP and TIPP
are in fact clauses of corporate
personhood through which corpo-
rations want to have rights to sue
governments that act in the public
good on the basis of democracy,”
Siva said.

“The rise of corporate person-
hood is the death of democracy, the
death of sovereignty, the death of
human rights, the end of freedom. We
cannot allow this fiction to become
the basis of governance.” (newint.org)

The first claim by a corporation
against the Australian government
under ISDS provisions (using an
agreement with Hong Kong made
in 1993) was made by Philip Morris
in mid-June 2011. It is challenging
the government’s cigarette packag-
ing laws, in other words the right of
a government to take measures to
protect the health of its citizens. The
case is still being heard.

Even if Australia had laws block-
ing the import of certain food prod-
ucts from countries deemed to have
inadequate standards, under the ISDS
provisions private corporations could
sue the government for millions of
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dollars of potential loss in future
profits.

One of the aims of the ISDS is
to instil fear into governments to
ensure that monopoly capital is free
to operate in global markets with-
out any barriers from governments.
The amounts of money are not triv-
ial. Energy companies, in particular,
have so far taken advantages of ISDS
provisions. The oil company Occi-
dental was awarded US$1.7 billion
in a case against Ecuador.

The TPP is full of poison berries:
violation of sovereignty, undermin-
ing of democratic rights and control
of economic levers.

Transnational corporations have
never recognised nation states,
national borders and sovereignty.
The point has now been reached
under the strictures of deals such as
the TPP where in the guise of signed
“agreements” the domination of the
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corporations to plunder the domestic
markets of individual countries has
been formally annotated.

It will see even more pressure
mounted on the government to ease
restrictions on the import of food
products, endangering people’s
health and the agricultural industry.

Regulation

Following the berries revelation,
as usual, Prime Minister Tony Abbott
turned to “fee markets” as the solu-
tion. He rejected an overhaul of test-
ing and labelling regulations, saying
it was the responsibility of businesses
“not to poison their customers”!

Patties Foods recalled its frozen
mixed berries and raspberries which
are sold under the names of Nanna’s
and Creative Gourmet. They were the
one common link identified between
all known cases of Hepatitis A.
The results are still not in from the

Hammer and sickle?

testing of the products. The suspect
berries are sourced in China and
Chile according to the Department
of Health.

A number of organisations and
individuals came out strongly in
favour of strengthening Australia’s
food health standards and labelling
system.

The Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union described the present
regime as a “disgrace”. It has mem-
bers in food processing and many
have lost their jobs as corporations
moved their operations offshore and
supermarkets increasingly turned to
far cheaper imports.

The National Farmers Federation
warned that cheap, imported frozen
food was not grown and made under
the same stringent health and hygiene
standards as Australian produce.

Continued on page 2
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The age pension, the family home
and “fairness”

The corporate media is full of figures, forecasts and mock
outrage about payments being made to supposedly undeserving
recipients of the age pension. It is claimed multi-millionaires are
walking out of Centrelink offices with part pensions and people
with expensive homes on the esplanade are living it up on full
pensions. Meanwhile, taxpayers struggle to make ends meet. With
the economy going to hell and the federal budget deficit forecast
to reach $40 billion, retired Australians have become the latest of
the Abbott government’s “enemies within”.

People with actual experience of dealing with Centrelink are
right to be suspicious of the statistical gymnastics and claims about
the ease of obtaining pensions and benefits. And the “discussion”
being launched by the likes of Social Security minister Scott
Morrison should raise concerns for the security of the modest
assets most Australians have, until recent times, managed to ac-
cumulate over a working lifetime.

John Daley of the Grattan Institute spoke to ABC News about
how it could work:

“To say ‘if you want to keep getting the pension, but you’ve got
a lot of assets, well that’s OK, keep getting the pension’,” he said.

“But the Commonwealth should be able to recover the cost of
that pension from your estate when you die.

“Essentially, it just becomes a debt that’s held against the house.

“The only implication of that is the pensioner’s in exactly the
same position they are today; the only thing that changes is that
their children will inherit less.”

That’s one idea. Your pension and, according to other “experts”,
health costs could come out of the sale of the family home when
you die. The next generation, already mostly written off in terms
of home ownership, would get little or no boost from the sale
of their parents’ home. This is already happening as more and
more Australians are forced to sell up to meet the cost of care
and nursing home accommodation. Private “reverse mortgage”
schemes are set to proliferate as the elderly pawn the home they
are living in to keep their head above water.

Other alternatives are being canvassed. The family home could
be included in the assets test for eligibility for the age pension.
This is politically difficult at the moment but has been put firmly
on the agenda. Policies could be put in place to induce retirees to
“downsize” their owner-occupied dwelling and live off part of the
proceeds of their former residence. The point where other income
reduces or blocks eligibility to a part pension could be toughened.
That sounds too much like an immediate reduction of the pension,
a violation of a pre-election promise from Abbott but it’s there on
the longer term wish list.

The government has already attempted to lift the retirement
age to 70 and peg increases in the pension to the (currently low)
Consumer Price Index rather than average weekly earnings. The
talk about the family home and other attacks on the age pension
arises from the Productivity Commission report into aged care and
Treasury’s upcoming Intergenerational Report. Disturbing visions
of a society that doesn’t prepare for the longevity of its population
are designed to create pressure for at least one unfair, previously
unthinkable change. It appears that the benefits of stupendous
increases in productivity over recent decades will have to be added
to corporate profits, not the welfare of elderly Australians.

The neo-liberals in charge of social security policy are not happy
with the whole concept of the age pension. They want individuals
to bear former social costs through “self-provisioning” — superan-
nuation and investment income. Simon Cowan, research fellow at
the Centre for Independent Studies reflects the prevailing official
attitude. “There’s a feeling that if I’ve paid taxes all my life I
deserve a pension.” he told the Australian Financial Review. “But
taxes aren’t a contribution to a future pension, that’s what super-
annuation is for. Current taxpayers pay pensions for people who
are unable to support themselves.” And the same attitude carries
through for education, health care and other services previously
expected from the “welfare state”. Bit by bit, “debate” by “debate”,
we are being pushed towards corporate dictatorship.
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Tasmanian Devil
roadkill fatalities

Steven Katsineris

My son Andreas and I were recent-
ly in Tasmania visiting family and
travelling around the northwest of
the state. On our second day there
(January 26) we were driving
from Ulverstone towards Cradle
Valley and Dove Lake early in the
morning via Sprent and Upper
Castra. After we turned right at
the turnoff to Wilmot, just past
the Cradle Mountain lookout on
the left (and a few kilometres from
Wilmot) we saw a dead Tasmanian
Devil by the side of the road. We
stopped the car and went to exam-
ine it. There was no other traffic
on this straight section of road. It
was a young female without any
signs of the Devil Facial Tumour.
We took some photographs and
then moved its body further off
the road.

A short time later as we drove
into Wilmot, less than half a

kilometre from the centre of the
town (the cafe and shop) we noticed
another dead Devil by the side of the
road. This was on a flat piece of road
and I parked as best I could on the
side of the narrow road, right next to
an Apple tree growing on the nature
strip. This dead Devil was smaller
and younger than the last Devil we
had seen previously. It also showed
no trace of the Facial Tumour Dis-
ease. We took a couple of photo-
graphs. We forgot to check the sex
of this Devil, but moved it off to the
side of the road before continuing
on.

It is very distressing and tragic
that these two otherwise healthy
young Devils died on the road. At
a time when the Devil Facial Dis-
ease is decimating their populations,
these healthy Devils are precious to
the endangered species in the wild,
so it is incredibly unfortunate that
they were killed, though it is very
encouraging that there are clearly

healthy populations of Devils that
still remain disease free in parts of
Tasmania.

Though such tragic roadkill inci-
dents can never be totally eliminated,
it would be good to see further meas-
ures taken to try and curtail these
extra appalling losses of these ani-
mals, like warning signs and traffic
calmers on roads in known areas of
Tas. Devil population hotspots. This
may lessen the decline of these valu-
able Devils and be a positive step in
helping their recovery.

Sadly too many Tasmanian
Devils are still being killed by vehi-
cles on the roads. It is of course very
important to do whatever is possi-
ble to insure as many of these new-
born Devils survive into adulthood.
Hoping the tremendous ongoing
efforts to save the threatened Tas-
manian Devil are successful and we
once again see them thriving in their
natural habitat. &

ATO workers to
join public sector actions

Workers in the Australian Tax
Office are moving a step closer to
taking industrial action, as discon-
tent over the Abbott government’s
industrial relations agenda deep-
ens across the public service.

Following feedback from del-
egates and members in Tax, the
Community and Public Sector
Union has decided to apply for a
protected action ballot to be held in
late April.

The move follows the offer of a
new agreement from the ATO that
strips conditions and rights, and cuts
jobs - in return for longer working
hours and a below-inflation pay rise.

Tax is set to join a growing
number of colleagues across the
public service protesting against
new agreements that slash their
conditions and rights in return for
annual pay offers of between 0%
and 1% a year.

Last week workers in Human
Services and Veterans’ Affairs
took action, while Defence work-
ers were hit with a proposed
deal that would cut their pay and
conditions.

Community and Public Sector
Union national secretary Nadine
Flood said: “Industrial action is
always a last resort and members
don’t take this step lightly but
they are deeply concerned with
this government’s attack on their
pay, conditions and rights.

“Last week Tax workers were
told they would have to cop a new
agreement that demands they work
an extra five days a year, remove
critical workplace rights and con-
ditions - in return for a 0.8% pay
deal that would see them go back-
wards. It’s a toxic combination
that public servants increasingly
are coming to expect from Senator

Eric Abetz’s unworkable bargain-
ing rules,” Ms Flood said.

“Over the course of almost a
year of bargaining negotiations
every proposal that we have seen
seeks to take far more away than it
gives. Meanwhile the work in Tax
piles up. Workers know how vital
the work they do is to the econo-
my, it’s a crying shame that this
government doesn’t value them to
the same degree.”

Tax workers have seen 3,000
of their colleagues — or one in
eight - lose their jobs with a fur-
ther 1,700 jobs slated to go in the
next two years.

Bargaining for 165,000 Com-
monwealth public servants has
been under way since last April.
Agreements in 117 agencies
expired on June 30, 2014. &

Trade agreements
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Continued from page 1

Tom Godfrey, from the consum-
er organisation Choice, pointed to
repeated failures with contaminated
food, pests and plant diseases cross-
ing our borders.

“The low priority of ensuring
adequate checks of imported prod-
ucts into Australia is reflected by a
number of funding cuts and propos-
als to merge government bodies in
the lead-up to this latest scandal,”
Australian Greens spokesperson for
agriculture, Senator Rachel Siewert
said.

Support The Guardian
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“Last year the Coalition cut 36
scientists in agriculture and biose-
curity fields, who were working
towards ensuring biosecurity in Aus-
tralia. You don’t make our food safer
with budget cuts to biosecurity and
quarantine.

“We recently lost $483.8 million
over five years out of the agricultural
sector, the government’s allocation
of money to strengthen biosecurity
and quarantine needs to be measured
against these cuts,” Siewert said.

Food Standards Australia New
Zealand ,which develops and admin-
isters standards for the two countries,
states: “The country of origin of the
food must be identified, or, if the
food is a mix of foods from different
countries, the retailer can state each
country of origin or that the food is a
mix of local and imported foods, or
a mix of imported foods.” What does

“a mix of local and imported foods”
mean? It could mean 99 percent
from Brazil and one percent from
Australia.

“Made in Australia” means that
the product was made (eg jam) and
not just packed in Australia, but the
contents (fruit, sugar, etc) could be
sourced anywhere in the world.

There is no doubt that accurate
and clear labelling of food is impor-
tant for a number of reasons (aller-
gies, safety, political, etc) and reform
is required. Likewise the easing of
quarantine regulations and reduction
in testing of some products which has
been underway are serious. Regula-
tions and testing should be reviewed
and strengthened.

For more information visit:
unctad.org and oftinet.org.ou &
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Coalition’s climate policy
betrays future generations

Peter Mac

The Abbott government contin-
ues to oppose any initiative that
might threaten industries based
on coal, gas or other fossil fuels.
But other conservative regimes
are doing just the opposite.
Renewable energy sources cur-
rently comprise approximately
20 percent of Britain’s power
output; wind farms alone produc-
ing eight percent.

About 25 percent of Germany’s
power comes from renewable energy
sources. Local solar and wind plants
now provide so much power that
many small communities no longer
rely on national grid energy.

The United States and China, in
absolute terms the world’s biggest
carbon emitters, have now agreed to
reduce their reliance on fossil fuels.
Last year China’s demand for coal
declined 3 percent, even though its
electricity production increased 3.8
percent.

Nevertheless, in Australia (in
relative terms the world’s biggest
carbon emitter) the Abbott govern-
ment wants coal and other fossil
fuel exports to grow indefinitely. Its
“direct action” plan for cutting emis-
sions is ineffective and shockingly
expensive.

Abbott has threatened to reject
any international climate deal that
would hinder Australia’s “econom-
ic development” i.e. hurt the coal
or gas industries. His government
has eliminated government agen-
cies that tracked or reported on cli-
mate change, and has hindered the
development of renewable power
technology.

The government is likely to
support a recent proposal from the
owners of private power stations that
the power bills of households that

have installed solar power panels
in order to reduce their energy con-
sumption should be based on higher
tariffs than households with no solar
panels!

Enter the nuke men

Aware of public concern over
climate change, a group of mining
industry businessmen has revived
a 2007 proposal to build a nuclear
power plant in Australia. Nuclear
power advocate Ziggy Switkowsky
has also revived the appalling pro-
posal to establish a massive global
nuclear waste dump in central
Australia.

The South Australian Labor
government will conduct a Royal
Commission into the feasibility of
establishing a nuclear plant in that
state.

Pete’s Corner

The Australian people vigorously
rejected previous attempts to estab-
lish a nuclear industry. The danger of
nuclear power has been shockingly
demonstrated by the Three-Mile
Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima
catastrophes.

When running normally, nuclear
plants emit little carbon. However,
the mining, processing and enrich-
ment of uranium are highly hazard-
ous, and involve significant carbon
emissions.

Private firms will not build
nuclear power stations without mas-
sive government subsidies, nor will
they run them without government
insurance underwriting. And nuclear
waste has to be stored for thousands
of years, at an incalculable cost in
terms of both money and carbon
emissions.

Germany and other nations have
begun closing down their nuclear
power industry. Renewable energy
sources are the best alternative to
fossil fuels, nuclear power definitely
the worst.

Our children’s future

The world is now entering a des-
perate period. Fourteen of the world’s
hottest average annual temperatures
ever recorded have occurred since
2000. The ice covering the vast polar
permafrost regions is melting, releas-
ing methane, a greenhouse gas up to
20 times more powerful than carbon
dioxide.

If greenhouse gas emissions
aren’t severely cut very soon, the
average world temperature increase
will eventually pass the two degree
tipping point. That will result in a
dramatic rise in sea levels, increas-
ingly frequent and severe extreme
weather events, droughts, fires, the
spread of tropical diseases and a
slump in world food production.

Millions will almost certainly die
and wars will erupt over water, food
and dwindling natural resources.
And if average temperatures increase
much beyond two degrees the planet
may become uninhabitable.

Australia occupies a critical

position in the global struggle to
curb climate change. It’s one of the
world’s biggest coal producers, and
every year the combustion of our
coal exports exacerbates the climate
Crisis.

We should be leading the world
in the development and use of renew-
able energy technology, but the gov-
ernment blocks every move in that
direction. One British Tory has even
accused the Abbott government of
betraying future generations, and he’s
dead right.

The Australian people must dump
the coalition and elect a government
that will decisively curb greenhouse
gas emissions, categorically reject
the nuclear power proposal, and
commence the difficult but vital task
of phasing out the mining and use of
fossil fuels, transferring to renewable
energy production as fast as possible.

This must be done for
today’s children and for future
generations. &

Deregulation of
uni fees will hit
future generations

If the Prime Minister is serious
about not wanting to “saddle our
children and grandchildren with
debt and deficit,” then he has no
option but to dump his plans to
deregulate university fees, which
would see many students paying
$100,000 for a degree.

“Many students will accumu-
late debts of $100,000 or more
if the government proceeds with
its plans to deregulate univer-
sity fees, and many others will
give up hope of ever affording a
university education,” national
president of National Tertiary
Education Union (NTEUO, Jean-
nie Rea said.

“Therefore, why is the Prime
Minister proceeding with a higher
policy that will saddle our children

and grandchildren with large per-
sonal debt and deficit?

“As part of its budget repair
agenda the government wants to
shift the burden of who pays for
higher education away from the
government and onto the shoulders
of students and their families. This
will result in a direct hit to family
budgets as they struggle for dec-
ades to repay high levels of student
debt.”

The government’s own projec-
tions show that total student debt
will reach $50 billion within a few
years. If the government proceeds
with fee deregulation the NTEU
estimates that total student debt will
be greater than total Commonwealth
net debt by the mid 2020s.

“Australians understand that

if the government cuts health and
education and other critical services
then the cost of paying for these will
simply be shifted onto households.

“This cost and debt shifting is
not only inherently unfair because
it impacts more heavily on the
most disadvantaged in our society,
it is also bad for our economic and
social wellbeing.

“If the Prime Minister is listen-
ing he will understand that he needs
to dump his government’s plans
for $100,000 degrees because they
will saddle future generations with
large debts and shift the burden of
budget repair onto ordinary house-
holds, in direct contradiction to
his stated policy objectives,” Rea
concluded. &
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people of Australia

The Refugee Action Coalition
has received the message below
signed by hundreds of asylum seek-
ers in Delta and Fox compounds on
Manus Island.

The message was written the day
of the memorials to Reza Barati held
in all in the compounds of the Manus
detention centre.

A protest vigil was held in
Sydney (Friday 20 February), at the
Sydney Town Hall Square.

To the people of
Australia:

We are the asylum seekers on
Manus Island who have been for-
cibly relocated to Manus Island
because we entered Australian terri-
tory by boat, seeking safety and pro-
tection, after we fled our countries
because of civil war that threatens
our families.

We were desperate to come to
Australia by boat because we don’t
have any other option; only to jump
on a piece of wood to cross the ocean.

We came to Australia legally.
We have no other reason [to come]
except to seek safety. We are not
criminals as some people say.

We are human beings like you.
We have parents, kids and wives,
who we had to leave behind and who
are in danger of civil war and perse-
cution. We hoped to assist them, but
unfortunately we can’t even release
ourselves from this prison.

We have been in hell in deten-
tion for more than 20 months. The
treatment that we face is worse than
the way you would treat an animal.
We face the spectre of a death here
once again.

Two of us lost their lives and
some of us have mental problems
and permanent injury because we
are seeking freedom. We were sent

to jail because of the hunger strike.
When we were in the prison, we were
beaten like dogs and torture us as if
we were criminals and they told us
“go back to your country; what do
you want from PNG?”

The suffering has ended for those
[of us] who have lost their lives, but
ours still continues. Everyday we
receive threats from the local people
but some of us prefer to risk death
in Manus than to go back to our
homelands.

We cannot go back to our home-
lands because of [the danger] we
have faced [there] in the past to our-
selves or other people.

We appreciate the efforts of those
who are supporting our case and
standing with us.

If it becomes a crime to seek
asylum, refugees will be a shame on
the community. And the law will be
deaf and blind.

Signed: asylum seekers — Delta
and Fox compounds

Justice for Reza Barati

The first anniversary of the kill-
ing of Reza Barati was marked by
vigils, protests and other actions
around the world. GetUp is organ-
ised a “Light the Dark” event asking
people to light a candle to mark the
year since Reza was brutally killed
and scores of others savagely injured
when PNG police provided cover for
the murderous attack by expatriate
and local G4S employees.

On Manus Island, where scores
of people still carry the physical scars
of the savage attack, asylum seekers
held their own ceremonies inside the
detention centre.

In New South Wales, a dra-
matic sky-writing event, “Shut
Down Manus® appeared above the
Sydney Opera House. International
vigils were held in The Hague, Paris,

Manus Island detention centre.

Geneva, Belfast and Wellington.
There was also a vigil in Melbourne.

In Sydney, Perth, Brisbane, and
the Gold Coast protests were held
Friday February 20. In Sydney, a
protest vigil was at Sydney Town
Hall. Speakers included a relative of
Reza’s family, other Iranian refugees,
The Greens and the Refugee Action
Coalition.

“One year, since Reza’s death
and there is still no justice. The inves-
tigation has all the signs of being a
cover-up. Two locals who have been
charged with Reza’s murder remain
in jail, but there is no sign of the
trial that could expose more details

We came to Australia legally.
We are human beings like you.

of those involved in the attacks.
Eye-witnesses have not been inter-
viewed,” said Ian Rintoul, spokesper-
son for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“The PNG police investigation
has already cleared PNG police from
involvement although the evidence
of them shooting asylum seekers that
night is incontrovertible.”

“There is no sign that the PNG
police are actively pursuing the expa-
triates they allege were involved in
Reza’s killing.

“But the real responsibility for
Reza’s death lies with the Australian
government. The brutality that was
unleashed on defenceless asylum

seekers on 16, 17 February 2014
remains a pervasive feature of the
Manus detention centre.

“The ruthless suppression of the
recent mass hunger strike has seen
the detention centre become even
more a prison-camp. Around 36 so
called ‘ringleaders’ remain in isola-
tion in Charlie Compound where the
fence has been wrapped in plastic to
prevent people seeing in or out.”

“There will [be] no justice for
Reza until all of those involved in his
murder are on trial and until Manus is
closed and all of the asylum seekers
are brought to Australia.” &

ABS staff:

More funding,
end job cuts

Australian Bureau of Statistics
staff are calling for increased
funding and an end to job cuts in
order to enable workers to deal
with any overhaul to the Census.

In anticipation of a decision
by government on the future of the
Census, the Community and Public
Sector Union said that funds were
urgently needed to upgrade com-
puter systems and ensure that staff-
ing levels could meet the ongoing
demand for its services.

CPSU president Alistair Waters
said: “It is vital that government
and the ABS protect the reputation
of what is a vital public service and
national institution. The ABS per-
forms a crucial role in underpinning
so much of what we need to know
about Australia to provide good
public services and it is too impor-
tant to be allowed to decline.”

Waters said that is why the gov-
ernment must ensure the ABS can
do its job and do it to the best of its
ability. Successive budget cuts and
efficiency dividends have already

taken their toll with one in ten staff
positions axed and almost $80 mil-
lion taken from its budget over the
past two years. “This has led to a
significant loss of skills and experi-
ence and various programs such as
Measures of Australia’s Progress
and Australian Social Trends

being discontinued. This cannot be
allowed to go on.”

Staff continue to raise the issues
of mounting workloads and an anti-
quated computer system with man-
agement, Mr Waters said.

“Staff constantly deal with
change and embrace it but they can
only do so much. At this critical
juncture we once again call upon
the government to properly fund
the ABS so that it can continue to
provide first class statistics and
information to government and
other stakeholders. Without good
data, government can’t make good
decisions.”

ABS has 2,528 full-time equiva-
lent staff. &

The number of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children
in out-of-home care increased by
more than 1,000 between June
2013 and June 2014, according to
the latest Productivity Commis-
sion report on government service
delivery.

Padraic Gibson, senior research-
er from the Jumbunna Indigenous
House of Learning at the University
of Technology Sydney (UTS), has
documented the contemporary child
removal situation. “This is the big-
gest increase in removals since the
dramatic spike that accompanied the
NT Intervention in 2007,” he said.

“Approximately 15,000 Aborigi-
nal children are now in out of home
care. These numbers are far higher
than at any time during the Stolen
Generations of the 20th Century.”

Mr Gibson has also provided sup-
port to many Aboriginal families who
have had their children removed. “I
have worked extensively with fami-
lies affected by child removal and
seen firsthand how the discrimina-
tory and paternalistic attitudes of
child protection agencies lead to the
persecution of Aboriginal families,”
he said.

“In cases where there are crises
within families that need addressing,

in child removals

this is often the result of poverty and
the absence of meaningful support
services.

“Sadly these conditions are set
to get worse with cuts coming down
from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to badly needed Aboriginal-
controlled services already struggling
to deliver.”

Mr Gibson has promised to lend
his support to the Grandmothers
Against Removals in NSW (GMAR)
group in its rally to demand an end
to continuing Stolen Generations and
continued impoverishment of Abo-
riginal people.

“Jumbunna is supporting the
national campaign of Grandmothers
Against Removals — families directly
affected by the current crisis — who
are demanding a national process of
restoring Aboriginal children to their
families, and self-determination for
Aboriginal people within the welfare
system,” he said.

“The only solution to this crisis
is putting resources and control
in the hands of Aboriginal people
themselves.”

The shocking facts

The latest Productivity Commis-
sion report shows that:
e On June 30, 2013, there were

13,914 Indigenous children

in out-of-home care. On June
30, 2014, there were 14,991
Indigenous children in such
care. This is an increase of 1,075
children in just 12 months.

* The rate at which Indigenous
children are in care also
increased, from 4.81% of the
national Indigenous child
population to 5.14%

* Over the last 12 months to June
30,2014, 17,573 Indigenous
children had at least one
placement in out-of-home care.
This is more than 6% of the
Indigenous child population
nationwide.

+ Every jurisdiction experienced

significant increases in removals,

except for South Australia and

Tasmania, where there were very

slight decreases.

Victoria had a 32% increase in

the number of Indigenous kids

in care, from 922 to 1,308. The

Northern Territory also had a

25% increase in numbers, with

774 Indigenous children in care

on June 30 2014, more than three

times the number before the NT

Intervention.

Koori Mail &
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Statement of the 32nd
Solidarity Brigade from
Avustiralia and New Zealand

Guardian

Cuba is a special country
on the world stage
which has a social
system where human
well-being is placed
before profit.

The economic blockade of Cuba
was imposed by the USA in 1962.
The brigade ran from December
28, 2014 to January 20, 2015 par-
ticipating in an extensive program
of events and activities organised
by the Cuban Institute of Friend-
ship (ICAP).

There were 18 Brigade members
aged from 24 to 77 from a diverse
range of backgrounds and many dif-
ferent parts of Australia and New
Zealand.

At the Julio Antonio Mella Camp
the group participated in voluntary
work in the camp and at a nearby
farmer’s cooperative where we
planted a field of tomatoes. We were
impressed by the assistance provided
to us by workers at the camp, ICAP
staff, interpreters, medical staff and
drivers who went out of their way to
assist us.

In the days leading up to the
arrival of the brigade in Cuba, on the
December 17, 2014 US President
Barack Obama announced that the
US was changing its course on Cuba
and as part of this change there was
an exchange of prisoners between the
US and Cuba. This resulted in the
release of the last three of the Cuban
5; Gerardo, Antonio and Ramon in
exchange for Alan Gross and another
Cuban-American spy.

The release of the Cuban 5 came
about in part as a result of a per-
sistent and sustained campaign of
international solidarity with Cuba,
of which the Australia and New Zea-
land Friendship Association contrib-
uted by publishing their story and

Solidarity: The Australian/NZ Brigade in Cuba.

organising petitions, functions, writ-
ing letters to the Cuban 5 and protests
outside the US consulate office, since
their imprisonment and subsequent
trial in Miami from 1998 to 2014.

With the release of the Cuban
5 the brigade then came to Cuba to
celebrate their freedom. And we had
the privilege to have an address by
Fernando Gonzalez and he spoke of
his experiences and we were inspired
by his great courage after his 16 years
ordeal. However with the iron fist in
a velvet glove approach foreshad-
owed by the speech of the US Presi-
dent, Cuba and friends of Cuba all
over the world know that their work
is not over.

The first talks between Cuba and
US government officials took place
in Havana on January 21, 2015, and
it is important for the world that the
example of the Cuban Revolution
and Cuban Socialism continue to
shine brightly as a beacon of peace,
justice and freedom throughout the
world.

The 32 Brigade Cruz del Sur was
able to acquire an appreciation of
Cuban culture, society and economy
through the excellent program organ-
ised by ICAP, through its main office
in Havana. However a special men-
tion must be extended to the ICAP
office in Cienfuegos led by Eugenio
and Reinaldo and their provincial
government. In Cienfuegos we had
comprehensive and extensive access
to Cuban life.

We had a meeting with senior
officials of the Cienfuegos Provin-
cial Assembly of Peoples Power;

Call for the 10th
International May Day Brigade

April 27 to May 10, 2015

The Cuban Institute of Friendship with the Peoples and its
travel Agency Amistur Cuba S.A, invites you to participate in the
10th edition of the international brigade, on the occasion of the
international workers’ day.

For full program see www.cpa.org.au/whats-on

we also visited a “committee for
the defence of the revolution” and
we had a street party. We visited the
refinery “Camilo Cienfuegos” and
the Vilma Espin “Escuela Especial
de Atencion al Autismo” one of five
special schools in the country. We
learnt at the Policlinic, not only about
the excellent health care system but
also the effects of the US blockade,
on how cruel it can be. eg children
dying of cancer unable to be treated.

The Brigade had a meeting with
the general secretary of the Federa-
tion of Cuban Women in Cienfuegos;
one of the achievements of Cuba
has been the overcoming of sexism
and machismo. Also we met with
representatives of the Federation of
University Students and the Young
Communist League.

We were also treated to a spe-
cial expression of Cuban art, cul-
ture and entertainment from the
Cuban National Ballet, (with the
special appearance from the director
Alicia Alonso; Club Tropicana and
a performance by the Cuban youth
from the Benny More Art School in
Cienfuegos.

At Santa Clara ICAP Miguel and
Iris organised a visit by foreign stu-
dents from Medical and Engineering
Universities from countries like Sri
Lanka, Angola, South Africa, Pales-
tine, Nicaragua, Argentina. We also
visited the Che Memorial and laid
flowers there. We spoke with com-
batants of the Cuban Revolution who
fought with Che and Fidel and shared
their experiences with us.

In addition the brigade had the
unique opportunity to learn about the
electoral process and democracy in
Cuba from one of its elected mem-
bers to the National Assembly, pro-
fessor Miguel Enrique Chamonet of
Caimito.

Finally Cuba is a special country
on the world stage which has a social
system where human well-being is
placed before profit. Which is a shin-
ing example to the rest of the world.

The 32nd Brigade demands the
end of the US economic blockade,
closure of Guantanamo Base and
return of the occupied area to Cuba
and the removal of Cuba from the list
of terrorist sponsors. &

The 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration
camp Auschwitz by the Soviet Army was recently marked by those
who had survived the horror, the people who had freed the sur-
vivors and all those who remember the past and do not want to
see it repeated again. At the moment, however, there is a growing
tendency to re-write history and glorify fascism. We see it in the
Ukraine where the swastika is proudly displayed on uniforms and
banners; we see it in an Estonian exhibition which uses a bunch
of actors playing games inside a crematorium (depicting holo-
caust with “humour” according to them); we see it in a decision
not to proceed with an exhibition of children’s paintings in Paris —
not just any children’s paintings but by children who had survived
Salaspils, a concentration camp in Latvia where half of the chil-
dren had died. Latvia, a newly-minted EU state, decided it would
“spoil its reputation” and banned it. The German city of Augsburg
decided to turn a branch of the former death camp at Dachau into
a refugee centre. The building where thousands of slave labour-
ers suffered and died under the Nazis is housing refugees now.
Buchenwald, another former concentration camp is being used to
house refugees as well. Local politicians are welcoming of these
initiatives, saying that turning former buildings into a refugee centre
would make it a “better memorial site than a museum”. | wonder.

Horror of horrors — our national secret is out! The Council of
Foreign Relations, an American think-tank (they say it is rep-
utable) just called our very own Prime Minister “the most
incompetent leader of any industrialised democracy”. I'd
say to hear it from your friends is hurtful. It's almost treason.
We all know it but they do not have to rub it in. It is not nice.

The government is crying poor all the time, threatening to cut eve-
rything that actually assists people with various services. However,
it does seem to have unlimited resources when it comes to what
they want to do. The Abbott government has spent more than
$1.2 billion to run detention centres on Manus Island, Nauru and
Christmas Island in just one year, according to Senate Estimate
documents. Lucrative business for those who run those hell-holes
but not for those who are languishing there for many months with-
out knowing what will happen to them next. Mr Abbott almost had
an apoplectic fit when confronted with a Human Rights report on
children in detention. He chose not to deal with the problem but
attack the messenger instead. $1.2 billion could create humane
conditions for refugees and their children with some money left
over for providing desperately needed services here. Then there
is a $20 billion price tag for submarines — and not a very clear idea
of why Australia should have them or who is the potential enemy?
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The economics of
Ukraine standoff

Ghada Cheade

As the conflict in Ukraine persists and as
peace talks between Putin and Western
European leaders (Merkel and Hollande)
continue, it is important to look at the
economic actors/interests that benefit from
conflict and regime change in the Ukraine
and how this compares to situations like
Syria, Libya and Iraq. There are under-
reported angles and interests to these con-
flicts that we hear little about in Western
mainstream media and that many do not
look for because they are too caught up in
political or human dramas.

For instance, mainstream media spend
much time demonising a single enemy, be it
Putin in the Ukraine situation, Assad in Syria,
Gaddafi in Libya or Saddam Hussein in Iraq,
etc. They do not also critically explore how
external actors may exploit or bolster such con-
flicts and situations in order to secure politic-
economic motives such as access to oil, making
way for destructively conditional IMF loans,
or quashing domestic policies that undermine
foreign imperial and economic interests.

Dangerously false

In Western media, a dangerously false
binary exists; wherein opposition to Western
imperial and corporate agendas for a particular
region equals support for “evil men” like Putin
or Gaddafi, for instance. This is part of what I
call distraction politics or conflation politics,
where opposition to neo-liberal and imperial
policies — such as IMF loans with austerity con-
ditions that devastate and impoverish a nation,
its people and its agriculture — is conflated with
support for certain tyrants (as defined by the
West).

In the case of regime change and concomi-
tant conflict in Ukraine, Western media is so
fixated on the demonisation of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin over annexation of Crimea
that little attention is being given to what JP
Sottile calls “the corporate annexation of
Ukraine”. Commenting on the economic plan
for the country Sottile notes that, “for American
companies like Monsanto, Cargill and Chevron,
there’s a gold mine of profits to be made from
agri-business and energy exploitation.”

Some European lawmakers view the
Ukraine conflict as a smokescreen to allow the
IMF/World Bank/European Bank for Recon-
struction financed agrochemical and agricul-
tural biotechnology business to steal Ukraine’s
highly valued and coveted farmland. The dis-
traction politics around the conflict in Ukraine
— eg, the West versus the evil Vladimir Putin
— hides the reality of massive farmland seizures
that will greatly enrich Western agribusiness
corporations while ushering in poisonous poli-
cies and practices such as GMO crops. With
Yanukovych ousted, the new government in
Ukraine has agreed to austerity reforms in
exchange for IMF and World Bank “aid”.

Devastating

In addition to the devastating impact these
reforms will have on poverty levels and Ukrain-
ians’ standard of living, the austerity measures
will also allow Western agribusiness corpo-
rations to side-step Europe’s hitherto tight
restrictions on GMO production. As columnist/
activist Stephen Lendman explains Ukraine has
long been considered Europe’s “bread basket”.
“Its rich dark soil is highly valued” and “ideal

Guardian

The good oil - Ukraine considered Europe’s “bread basket”.

for growing grain.” With one third of Europe’s
agricultural farmland, Ukraine’s agricultural
potential is vast, making it an ideal target for
Western agribusiness giants that seek to amass
massive economic wealth through altering and
poisoning the food supply of the region. For
many analysts these economic prospects under-
lie the Ukraine conflict.

This is somewhat reminiscent of the eco-
nomic motives for the 2003 US invasion of
Iraq and the “war on terror”. It is now widely
known that the Bush administration lied about
Saddam Hussein — the US’s former ally and
partner in (war) crime turned public enemy
number one — having weapons of mass destruc-
tion in order to have a pretext to invade the
country. As I explain in an upcoming book, the
motives for war on Iraq were overwhelmingly
economic, with US mega-corporations winning
massive contracts — largely paid for by US tax
payers — to “rebuild” a country (i.e., infrastruc-
ture, privatisations of public services, etc) the
US military had just destroyed. In addition to
development contracts, massive profits were
made by US oil and oilfield services firms such
as Halliburton and Chevron. Halliburton alone,
which was once CEO-ed by none other than
former vice president Dick Cheney, reportedly
made US$39.5 billion on the Iraq War.

Economics and NATO

Similarly, NATO’s involvement in Libya
was largely for economic reasons. Like
Saddam, Gaddafi was an ally — and former foe
— of the West that fell back out of favour before
the 2011 rebellion against him. While the US
hypocritically claimed that NATO’s involve-
ment in Libya was humanitarian, many analysts

feel it had more to do with oil and protecting
the global monetary system. Indeed, Gaddafi’s
regime went from a “a model” and an “impor-
tant ally” of the West to an enemy and target of
regime change in a period of just a few years.
This sudden shift in popularity may have some-
thing to do with Gaddafi’s plan “to quit selling
Libyan oil in US dollars — a plan that would be
“especially devastating for the US economy
and the American dollar.”

Similarly, is has been noted that the plan
for intervention in Syria was/is fuelled by
oil interests, not humanitarian concerns. In
his comprehensive analysis of the situation,
Nafeez Ahmed explains that violence and the
killing of civilians — by either side of the con-
flict — is “being exploited for narrow geopo-
litical competition to control Mideast oil” and
gas pipelines. His report draws on numerous
official sources, including leaked government
documents, retired NATO officials and former
French foreign minister Roland Dumas, to
demonstrate how the situation in Syria is tied
to long-standing Western desires to secure con-
trol over Middle East oil and pipelines, with the
US-UK training Syrian opposition forces since
2011 in order to elicit collapse of the Syrian
regime “from within”.

While a Western oil grab is a major factor
in Iraq, Libya and Syria (in addition to protect-
ing the dollar and European banks, in the case
of Libya), in Ukraine it is largely about land
grabs and Western agribusiness’ GMO plans
— ushered in through a US$17 billion condi-
tional IMF loan — for the rich and fertile soil
of the country. It is interesting to note, as Joyce
Nelson of the Ecologist does, that in late 2013,
then president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych,

rejected a European Union association agree-
ment tied to a US$17 billion IMF loan, opting
instead for a Russian aid package worth US$15
billion plus a discount on Russian natural gas.

As Nelson explains, “his decision was
a major factor in the ensuing deadly protests
that led to his ouster from office in February
2014 and the ongoing crisis.” This means that
the present-day IMF loan — and its voracious
economic conditions — was on the table before
the ouster of former president Yanukovych, and
that regime change in the country conveniently
made it possible for the loan to take hold.

In addition to opening up Ukraine’s rich
farmland to Western agribusiness giants and
GMO production, IMF loans typically come
with strict economic restructuring conditions
in the form of structural adjustment programs.
These programs essentially force the borrow-
ing nation to restructure its economy by cut-
ting public spending and subsidies in areas
such as employment, income support, health
and education as well as privatising (previously
accessible) services such as health. If these IMF
conditions are applied in Ukraine, it will devas-
tate and impoverish the country.

Such important politico-economic issues
and agendas in Ukraine are rarely covered at
length, if at all, in Western mainstream media.
As the conflict in Ukraine continues and as
Western mainstream media focus mainly on the
human and political dramas of the conflict and
the Minsk 2 ceasefire agreement, one can only
hope the people of Ukraine will not suffer the
same long-term political and economic fate as
the people of Iraq, Syria or Libya.
Information Clearing House &

With one third of Europe’s agricultural farmland,
Ukraine’s agricultural potential is vast, making it
an ideal target for Western agribusiness giants.
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The tipping point

on the Great Barrier Reef

Daniel Marotti

There is rarely a time when both reality and
written word marry seamlessly as they do
when our incumbent Prime Minister and
his phonetic namesake represent more than
just their respective entities, but rather an
important “fork in the road”, one that will
have long and lasting consequences. The
other similar pair is Joe Hockey and the
hockey stick of carbon dioxide emissions.
They are both occurring at the same time.
A sign?

We are currently faced with a government
which — against all common sense and due
diligence — is willing to turn Abbot Point into a
dump for three million tonnes of dredge spoil
to create one of the world’s largest coal ports,
without fully understanding the effects on the
Great Barrier Reef.

Now there is a revised proposal to deposit
the dredge spoil on land rather than in our reef
waters. You would be excused for thinking this
is a win. But no. The issue of spoil is only a part
of the argument as to why this development
should not proceed. It’s also worth noting that
dumping the spoil on land is only a proposal,
not a documented plan.

There are multiple concerns about the
Abbot Point project: health issues resulting
from coal mining and transportation; environ-
mental impacts due to dredging and increased
shipping traffic; the fact that globally the fossil
fuel industry is slowing burning-out and is
being replaced by green energy, leaving strand-
ed assets.

But of at least equal concern is how far
this proposed project has progressed — to
alter a wonder of the world — without a full
understanding of how anthropogenic actions
will impact the region. The need to conduct
a holistic examination on any project — let
alone one that could adversely affect the Great

Barrier Reef — should be known by the cur-
rent government. The Sustainable Engineering
Society stressed this to the incumbent Federal
Environmental Minister in 2013, in a submis-
sion relating to Waratah Coal’s Galilee Basin
proposal.

Not surprisingly the residents of the area —
and possibly the majority of Australians — are
unhappy with this proposed project, which may
also reflect badly on the engineering profession.

Several large international banks — due to
pressure from their own clients — have removed
their interest to invest in this potentially devas-
tating development. Yes, overseas investors are
more concerned about the effects on the Great
Barrier Reef than our own leaders!

The case for protecting the Great Barrier
Reef is clear: the diversity of the native flora
and fauna; the aesthetics of the area; the bil-
lions of tourism dollars the reef brings to the
economy each year. Any one of these concerns
is sufficient to justify rejecting more industri-
alising of this wonder of the world.

For engineers there is an additional ethical
layer to this story. We cannot allow this devel-
opment to proceed. Our code of ethics states:

“Engage responsibly with the community
and other stakeholders; practise engineering to
foster health, safety and wellbeing of the com-
munity and the environment; and balance the
needs of the present with the needs of future
generations”.

How can we engineers condone what our
government plans to allow at Abbot Point? The
debate — in all projects — should start with the
question “is this development really needed?”

Wind energy is approaching parity with
the real cost of coal-sourced power. Australia
has enormous potential to utilise solar energy,
through both photovoltaic and concentrated
solar thermal. So the need for more coal extrac-
tion should be reconsidered, a point highlighted
in the Beyond Zero Emissions 2010 study.

The amount of coal to be exported from
Abbot Point should be minimised, because
what we mine from our land is our responsi-
bility, and we cannot wash our hands of what
is done with this coal. In a world where the
burning of fossil fuels in country A can affect
the climate of county B, a holistic approach
to questions of development should lead to
more support for renewable energy (if extra
evidence on top of the benefits to the health of
the world’s inhabitants is required).

The engineering, architectural and build-
ing communities must do what they can to stop
this development at Abbot Point. This could be
done by collectively refusing at any level to
support this project, for example, by refusing
to put in tenders or accept any contracts. Even
if our government does approve this project,
how could it be constructed without the active
support from the construction communities?
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The onus is on us to raise our voices against
this environmental travesty.

More importantly, if we cannot do what is
right by our own code of ethics and what soci-
ety relies on us to do, then maybe additional
controls will need to be put in place. One option
could be for Engineers Australia (the govern-
ing body of the engineering community in Aus-
tralia) to create an independent authority which
oversees major projects and determines if they
comply with our code of ethics, as measured
against environmental, social and economic
impacts.

Abbot Point is an important test for our
profession, one that we need to pass — not just
for the Great Barrier Reef, not just for our pro-
fession — but also for Australia, and potentially
for the world. Yes we can do this, we just need
to say no.

New Internationalist &

Vandana Shiva - seed freedom

Brian Loffler

At WOMADelaide’s Planet Talks, Vandana
Shiva, Paul Sutton and Tim Jarvis will be
challenging the values that we place on
our land, food and water, and what these
values mean for the health of our planet
and ourselves.

I spoke to Dr Vandana Shiva about seeds
and freedom.

Brian: You could have been a well-paid
physicist, living in style in Mumbai. What
first inspired you to focus on environmental
activism instead?

Vandana: Even while doing physics I
had got involved as a volunteer in the Chipko
movement that stopped logging in my home
region in the Himalayas. In 1982 the Ministry
of Environment asked me to assess the impact
of mining in Doon Valley. The study led to a
Supreme Court case and the mines were shut
down. I realised then that I could contribute
much more outside formal research systems,
and started the Research Foundation for Sci-
ence Technology and Ecology. In 1984, as
a consequence of the Bhopal disaster and
Punjab violence, I undertook a study for the
United Nations University which was pub-
lished as a book The Violence of the Green
Revolution. In 1987 I was invited to attend
a conference on Biotechnology, and hear-
ing the agrochemical corporations talk about
how they needed to do genetic engineering to
claim patents, and how they were working on
an international Intellectual Property Treaty
in the GATT — which became the WTO — I
made a commitment to save seeds, and build
movements on globalisation, patents on seeds,
and GMOs.

Brian: You’ve written that quantum
theory taught you guiding principles for your
life’s work? How so?

Vandana: The quantum principles that
have guided my life’s work are non-separabil-
ity — separateness is not the nature of reality;
the world is interconnected. Potential — poten-
tial is the nature of reality, not fixed and
immutable particles. Everything has potential
to evolve. Indeterminacy — because the world
is not made of fixed determinate quantities
and things, but is a fluid enfolding and unfold-
ing of potential, indeterminateness and uncer-
tainty. Uncertainty — is the nature of being.
No excluded middle, no either or.

Brian: You’ve said that “in the soil are
the answers to the problem that oil has cre-
ated”. What is your top priority in the Year of
Soils?

Vandana: My priority in the Year of Soils
is to create awareness about — and love and
reverence for — the living soil that supports
and sustains us. We have started working on a
Manifesto on Soil that will be released at the
Expo in Milan which is dedicated to feeding
the world. We are preparing a film of Living
Soil. In September we will offer a course on
the A-Z of Agroecology dedicated to training
in living soil and living seed. On October 1
we will organise a festival dedicated to the
Soil. And from October 2 to October 5 we
will organise a Soil pilgrimage. Hope your
readers can join.

Brian: Why is “Seed Freedom” so impor-
tant to you?

Vandana: Seed is the first link in the
food chain. In seed is embodied millions of
years of evolution, and thousands of years
of breeding by our ancestors. In seed lies the
future potential of agriculture. Seed freedom

has become the most significant commitment
of my life because of the threat of genetic
engineering, the imposition of patent laws
and seed laws that are trying to make seed
saving illegal in order to establish a corporate
monopoly on seed.

In India, high costs of seed and chemicals
have pushed farmers into a debt trap. More
than 291,000 indebted farmers have commit-
ted suicide. When farmers have their own
seed, they have no debt. For the freedom of
seed, of biodiversity, of farmers, of citizens,
we all need to be engaged in Seed Freedom.

Brian: Contamination of organic crops by
GMOs from neighbouring farms is a serious
concern. What can be done?

Vandana: Genetic pollution of organic
farms by GMOs is a new form of pollution.
Environmental laws recognise that polluters
must pay. In the case of GMOs, corpora-
tions like Monsanto — which define seed as
their intellectual property — should pay. UN
Biosafety laws have a liability protocol. This
should be implemented by every country.

Brian: What is your attitude to “corpo-
rate personhood” — granting corporations the
status of legal “persons”?

Vandana: When corporations claim
personhood, they rob citizens of their person-
hood. When the citizens of Vermont were
successful in having a labelling law passed,
corporations sued Vermont on grounds of
their “personhood”. They have tried to argue
that citizens knowing what is in their food,
and making choices on the basis of that infor-
mation is taking away the “Free Speech”
of the corporate person. The Investor State
Dispute Settlement clauses in the New Free
Trade treaties such as TPP and TIPP are in
fact clauses of corporate personhood through

which corporations want to have rights to sue
governments that act in the public good on the
basis of democracy. The rise of corporate per-
sonhood is the death of democracy, the death
of sovereignty, the death of human rights, the
end of freedom. We cannot allow this fiction
to become the basis of governance.

Brian: Food security is a focus for you.
But you also stress the importance of organic
production in non-food crops such as cotton.
Why is that?

Vandana: [ have witnessed cotton farm-
ers getting trapped in debt as a monopoly
of Bt cotton was established. The highest
number of suicides are in the cotton belt. We
have carried out research on soil and found
beneficial organisms killed with Bt cotton.
We are doing a study on pollinators. There are
no pollinators in Bt cotton fields. To protect
our ecosystems, our biodiversity, our soil,
our farmers we must promote organic cotton.
Farmers using native cotton seeds from
Navdanya seed banks and practising organic
production are getting double the yield and
up to ten times higher incomes. They are also
growing organic food crops and organic kitch-
en gardens we call Gardens of Hope. Since
the organic cotton project has freed farmers
from debt, we call it Fibres of Freedom.

Brian: Thank you so much Vandana. We
very much look forward to hearing more from
you at WOMADelaide.

Vandana Shiva is visiting Australia in
March 2015 and will be speaking at:
WOMADelaide — The Planet Talks —
6pm Saturday March 7

New Internationalist &
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Pretext for regime change

Mahdi Darius Nazemroaya

History has a strange way of rep-
licating itself. Argentina has been
going through a process similar
to the post-1999 years, after
Boris Yeltsin stepped down and
Vladimir Putin took his place in
the Kremlin as the president of
the Russian Federation. While it
has been struggling to throw off
the foreign yoke, the Argentine
federal government in Buenos
Aires has been consolidating its
economic and political power.

Buenos Aires, however, has been
opposed by a cross-section of the old
regime and oligarchs collaborat-
ing with the United States. These
forces have opposed major national
projects, the re-nationalisation of
large companies, and the strength-
ening of the executive branch of
government.

In this regard, Argentine Presi-
dent Cristina Fernandez de Kirchn-
er’s showdowns with her opponents
are similar to Vladimir Putin’s show-
downs with Russian oligarchs and
politicians that wanted to subordi-
nate Russia to Wall Street and Wash-
ington, as well as Western Europe’s
capitals and financial hubs.

All opportunities are being used
to weaken the Argentine government.
President Fernandez de Kirchner has
even publicly accused her domes-
tic opponents and the US of col-
laborating for regime change. When
DAESH or the ISIL threatened to kill
her in 2014 she alluded to the threat
as really being Washington that was
the entity that wanted to kill her and
the one pulling the strings behind
DAESH’s terrorist brigades in Syria
and Iraq.

The Death of
Alberto Nisman

The latest chapter of the Argen-
tine government’s struggle started in
January 2015. On the same day the
Israeli’s killed Iranian Revolutionary
Guard Brigadier-General Moham-
med Allahdadi inside Syria, former
special prosecutor Alberto Nisman
was found dead with a gunshot
wound to the side of his head in the
bathroom of his locked apartment on
January 18, 2015.

Nisman had been investigat-
ing the 1994 bombing of a building
belonging to the Argentine Israelite
Mutual Association (Asociacion

Mutual Israelita Argentina; AMIA)
for ten years after. In 2003, he was
appointed the task by President
Nestor Kirchner, the dead husband
of Argentina’s current president.

A few days earlier, he had made
claims against President Fernandez
de Kirchner and Foreign Minister
Héctor Timerman, who himself is
Jewish. In the words of the New York
Times, Nisman “had levelled serious
accusations.” He claimed “that Irani-
an officials had planned and financed
the attack; that Hezbollah, Iran’s ally
in Lebanon, had carried it out; and
that the president of Argentina, Cris-
tina Fernandez de Kirchner, and her
top aides had conspired to cover up
Iran’s involvement as part of a deal
to supply Iranian oil to Argentina.”

The Jewish journalist Damian
Pachter, who fled Argentina after
Nisman’s death, has added fuel to
the fire from inside Israel and even
written a widely quoted, but unsup-
ported, article for Haaretz that uses
polemics against Argentine’s govern-
ment. Pachter’s article makes Argen-
tina appear like it is moving in the
shadows of Nazi Germany or some
fascist regime. Here are some of his
comments:

I have no idea when I’ll be
back in Argentina; I don’t even
know if I want to. What I do
know is that the country where
I was born is not the happy
place my Jewish grandparents
used to tell me stories about.

Argentina has become a dark
place led by a corrupt political
system. I still haven’t figured
out everything that has hap-
pened to me over the past 48
hours. I never imagined my
return to Israel would be like
this.

Before moving forward, it should
be added that in the ten years of
Alberto Nisman’s investigation, he
could not indict Iran or Hezbollah.
Additionally, it has been revealed that
Nisman consulted the US frequently
about the AMIA case and that he was
accused by Roland Noble, the former
head of International Criminal Police
Organisation (Interpol), of being a
liar about a lot of the accusations he
had made about the AMIA case.

Alberto Nisman’s death was
reported as a suicide. The timing of
Nisman’s death, however, was very
suspicious. He died merely a matter

All opportunities are being used to weaken the Argentine government. President Cristina Ferndndez de Kirchner has
even publicly accused her domestic opponents and the US of collaborating for regime change.

of hours before he was due to give
a testimony to the Argentinean Con-
gress. The Argentina government
has said that his death was a murder
aimed at hurting the government.
This claim is correct and has come
into fruition as Alberto Nisman’s
death is being used for political
ammunition demanding the removal
of the Argentine government.

The Fifth Column
The British Guardian published
an article on January 27, 2015,
which reported that Alberto Nis-
man’s death “follows a protracted
struggle” between the Argentinean
government and Argentina’s key
“intelligence agency that has come
to light after the suspicious death of
Nisman, which the president blames
on rogue spies who are trying to
undermine her.” Some key points to
be noted from the report include the
following:
* Government officials have
pointed the finger of blame
at spies whom they say were
working with Nisman and feeding
him wiretap information.
 Chief among them is Antonio
Stiuso, who until last month was
the general director of operations
and eavesdropped on the
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president’s political opponents.
He was fired when Fernandez
discovered he was working with
Nisman to build a case against
her. He is believed to be in the
uUs.

* In her televised address — which
she made in a wheelchair after a
recent accident — Ferndndez also
criticised Diego Lagomarsino,
who was charged with illegally
lending a firearm to Nisman.

What the above points allude to
is that Argentine internal security and
intelligence operatives have been
working to topple their own govern-
ment. Additionally, as mentioned
above, Antonio Stiuso and Nisman
were secretly working on establish-
ing a case to remove Kirchner from
power.

A fifth column exists in Argen-
tina. It should be noted that some of
the individuals involved in this case
are leftover elements from the period
of the military dictatorship in Argen-
tina that collaborated closely with the
US. This could explain why Antonio
Stiuso is believed to have fled to the
UsS.

Moreover, this is why the Argen-
tine government has begun an inves-
tigation into the activities of several
federal police agents that were moni-
toring Nisman and why it has decided
to replace the Secretariate of Intelli-
gence (SI; formerly the Secretariate
of State Intelligence or SIDE) with a
new federal intelligence agency.

“This led me to the decision to
remove agents that had been there
since before the coming of democ-
racy”, Kirchner commented herself.

“We must start to work on a
project to reform the Argentine intel-
ligence system, in order to clear up a
system that has not served national
interests,” President Kirchner has
declared about the reforms.

Kirchner has revealed that the SI
was working to undermine her gov-
ernment and to annul the deal that
Argentina had made with Iran. The
Buenos Aires Herald has written that
President Kirchner has “asserted that
from the moment the Memorandum
of Understanding with Iran over the
AMIA bombings in 1994 was signed,
‘you could see that the agreement
was being bombarded from the [Sec-

ERET)

retariate of Intelligence]’.

AMIA is a pretext

The AMIA case has been politi-
cised on two fronts. One front is a
domestic struggle and the other is in
the realm of international relations.
A group of Argentinean oligarchs are
using the AMIA case to regain con-
trol over the country, while the US is
using the AMIA case as another tool
— like the vulture funds case against
Argentina — to put pressure on the
Argentine government and interfere
in Argentina’s internal affairs.

Opinions are being galvanised
inside Argentina as the lines are
being hardened. Alberto Nisman’s
death is being used by the Argentine
government’s political opponents to
demonise it. The opposition is even
referring to Nisman as a martyr in
a fight for democracy and liberty
in a country run by an increasingly
authoritarian regime.

The political jockeying in Argen-
tina over the AMIA attack and its
investigation reflects something
much bigger. Iran is not the only
target in the polarisation of the AMIA
case. Nor is the case really about
seeking justice for the victims of
the AMIA bombing. China, Russia,
Cuba, Brazil, Venezuela, Ecuador,
Bolivia, and a series of different
independent countries are also tar-
gets in what is really a global strug-
gle between the US and a coalition of
independent states that are resisting
US influence.

The ultimate objectives of the
US are to regain its lost influence in
Argentina, to redirect Argentinean
trade relations, and to control its for-
eign policy. This includes ending the
measures Buenos Aires has started
taking to regain control of the Malvi-
nas (Falklands) from the British,
which is situated in an energy-rich
area in the South Atlantic.

In addition to a resource war that
includes energy reserves, the multi-
spectrum war being waged by the US
against its rivals has been preparing
for an agricultural assault that will
result in destabilising food prices
and even creating starvation. Aside
from its untapped oil and natural gas
reserves, Argentina is a major agri-
cultural power. Controlling Buenos
Aires would be useful to the US.
globalresearch.ca @&
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Judges refuse to take part

Judges at an administrative court
in Kiev have refused to try a case
banning the activities of the Com-
munist Party of Ukraine, after
police conducted a search and
seizure operation in the office of
one of their colleagues.

Judge Valery Kuzmenko, who
was presiding over the Justice Min-
istry’s suit against the Communist
Party, withdrew from the case, the
Interfax news agency reports.

All the other judges in the Kiev
District Administrative Court have
also filed applications to be excused
from hearing the case, Kuzmenko
said.

The judge explained the move
by saying that the prosecutors and
police searched his office and seized
his computer, with working materi-
als on the Communist Party case and
others.

He said he views the law enforce-
ment officials’ actions as an attempt
to put pressure on the court.

According to the prosecutors, the
search and seizure was performed as
part of the criminal case, launched
over the “abuse of power or position”
and “forgery” by the judges, RIA-
Novosti reports.

The Communist Party has been

speaking against Ukraine’s new
authorities since the coup in Febru-
ary 2014, which saw President Viktor
Yanukovich ousted.

However, the persecution of the
Communists Party began in April,
shortly after Kiev launched a mili-
tary operation against the country’s
south-eastern regions.

Communist leader, Pyotr Simo-
nenko, said the military campaign is
Kiev’s war against its own people,
stressing that if he was the head of
state, he “would immediately recall
all the troops.”

He openly accused the Ukrain-
ian authorities of the “slaughter of
civilians and mass murder,” saying
they had labelled the seven million
people in Donetsk and Lugansk as
“terrorists.”

In June, Ukraine’s justice minis-
ter, Pavel Petrenko, announced a law-
suit to ban the Communist Party in
Ukraine. In mid-summer, the Com-
munist faction was dissolved by the
Ukrainian parliament, with the offi-
cial explanation for the move being
an insufficient number of MPs in the
party.

Ukraine’s security service, the
SBU, said that 308 criminal cases
had been launched against members

of the Communist Party, with its
leaders accused of supporting Cri-
mea’s accession to the Russian Fed-
eration and backing the creation of
the People’s Republics of Donetsk
and Lugansk, as well as financing
the rebels.

In November, a group of MPs
introduced a draft law to the par-
liament, making any dissemination
of Communist ideology in Ukraine
illegal and proposing punishment
of up to 10 years in prison for the
perpetrators.

The Communist Party banning
trial was rescheduled several times
and eventually postponed by the
Kiev District Administrative Court.
The decision was reversed by an
appeal court on December 24.

The Communists aren’t the only
party facing persecution in Ukraine
over their opposition stance. MPs
from six parties have also come
under scrutiny.

On February 2, Radical Party
leader, Oleg Lyashko, demanded the
dissolving of the opposition block
after it became the only faction in the
parliament to vote against recognis-
ing Russia as “an aggressor state” in
the Ukrainian conflict.

RT &

Failed Kosovo project

Although the EU and NATO have
delivered nothing to Kosovo in
the way of prosperity, being there
still meets the criteria of allowing
expansion further east, Serbian
affairs commentator Marko Gasic
told RT.

January 17 marked seven years
since Kosovo declared independ-
ence from Serbia. However because
of high unemployment and poverty
thousands of Kosovans look for a
better life elsewhere making their
way to European countries. Berlin,
Vienna and Geneva have plans to
deport those who recently arrived,
and are asking the Kosovo govern-
ment to cover the expense. Hungary
also wants tougher controls to stop
the flow of illegal migrants from
Kosovo.

RT: Do you think we will see
mass deportations in the coming
months?

Marko Gasic: Well I expect
something of that order, yes. But the
key thing here is that the popula-
tion of Kosovo appears to be voting
with their feet and leaving the
failed Kosovo project. It is clearly
a failure economically and in every
sense. And this is what created the
crisis. There is of course another
school of thought that suggests that
the leadership in Kosovo perhaps is
helping this crisis to occur in order
to give the EU a choice between
billions of euro in aid going to
Kosovo, or half a million refugees
going to the EU. So everything is
possible ... We had scenarios in the
past of crises in Kosovo which have

been manufactured. But the main
thing is that the ordinary person
seems to have no future in a place
which is riddled with corruption,
crime from drug trafficking, from
forced prostitution and organ trad-
ing. There is nothing of a viable
industry in Kosovo at the moment
which is the situation that the
people are reacting to.

RT: The number of immigrants
from Kosovo skyrocketed by 86
percent last month. The problem
of immigration is nothing new, but
why the sudden surge?

MG: Well that’s an interesting
thing. As I said, there are elements
here of almost programming that
these people are suddenly leaving,
and it does indicate a degree of
organisation on somebody’s part.
So that goes back to the question
who might be involved in creating
this scenario. But whoever is behind
it, the fact is, in practice it can be
a very big headache for the EU,
because of course we have the pan-
European far-right already demonis-
ing legal migrant flows within the
EU, and are now faced with the
illegal migrant flow from without
the EU. So clearly Europe and the
EU will not want to take the domes-
tic consequences of what’s going on
and will want to pass this headache
back outside the EU, further south
perhaps towards Serbia which may
have been the plan all along.

RT: The US and the EU were
both very vocal supporters of
Kosovo’s independence. Why are
they turning their backs when the

independent region is in need of
them again?

MG: The EU together with
NATO has attempted to manage
the Kosovo project and has utterly
failed to do so. If Kosovo had been
under Serbian control, the Serbians
would be to blame for these conse-
quences; we would be hearing all
sorts of accusations. But the fact is
that Kosovo is now under NATO
control and aided and abetted by
the EU. And in 16 years the EU and
NATO have delivered nothing to
Kosovo in the way of prosperity.

It has been a complete failure
on all counts. Even the EU itself is
now accused to be part of the cor-
rupt society that they have helped
to create in Kosovo. So clearly this
is not something that the EU wants
to see blowback from the failure of
its policies, externally back into the
EU.

But from NATO’s point of view
Kosovo still meets the main reason
why the whole crisis began 16 years
ago which was the ability of NATO
to relocate from Germany its force
into the biggest military base since
Vietnam, that’s Camp Bondsteel
sitting there in the heart of Kosovo
which doesn’t require anybody’s
permission as it continues its encir-
clement of strategic targets further
east. So Kosovo still fulfils NATO’s
demands for its function even if
doesn’t fulfil any demands of the
population, and any demands for
what economic prosperity should
involve.

RT &

Communist Party

Region Briefs

At a recent parliamentary meeting, Japanese Foreign Minister
Kishida Fumio stated that “some information related to the
execution of two Japanese hostages is classified mate-

rial”, following criticism that the National Security Council
(NSC) interfered in investigations of the hostage incident.
The NSC was created last year along with state secrets
protection legislation, keeping sensitive information with-

in the Prime Minister's office and away from the public.

Chinese President Xi Jinping recently visited old revolutionary
bases in Shanxi province and sent his Lunar New Year wishes to
the people. During the visit, he stressed the importance of pov-
erty relief, as he stated that, “A well-off society is incomplete if
people in old revolutionary base areas cannot shake off poverty”.
Xi voluntarily joined the “Down to the Countryside Movement” in
1960s, and he worked seven years in a village of the province,
starting as a labourer to become the village’s Party Secretary. The
movement was launched and encouraged by Chairman Mao, as
he called on urban and educated youth to relocate to country are-
as where they, farmers and workers could learn from one another.

The China Banking Regulatory Commission
two state-owned banks to set up secondary-level

approved
branch-

es in the southern part of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, to help the region’s infrastructure construc-
tion and economic development. There will be more

financial support and favourable monetary policies for the region.

Vietnamese President Truong Tan Sang recently visited the
Thien Phuoc support centre for handicapped children in An
Nhon Tay commune. The President sent his Lunar New Year
wishes to the children and praised workers who took care of
the children. He affirmed the commune’s achievement in imple-
menting the policy of “building new style rural areas”. He
encouraged the local government to continually develop rural areas.

Viethamese Ambassador to Laos, Nguyen Manh Hung,
said that Vietnam and Laos developed friendship, coopera-
tion and solidarity in various areas and at all levels in 2014. A
large number of high-level visits were made, covering Party-
building and experiences in economic development. Vietham
is one of the three biggest investors in Laos, with A$5.1 billion
in investments and bilateral trade reaching A$2 billion in 2014.

The Myanmar government declared a 90-day state of emer-
gency and introduced martial law in the country’s north-eastern
region of Kokang, following the outbreak of clashes between
government troops and the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA). The MNDAA is made up of an eth-
nic minority seeking independence and ethnic equality. More
than 4,500 people fled the region and at least 50 civilians were
killed by government troops. A spokesperson of Ta’ang National
Liberation Army, Tar Parn La, said that “we heard the govern-
ment troops from Light Infantry Division killed everyone they
came across in Laukkai, they raided homes and shot people.”
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Irony as former PMs
seek clemency

It is very pleasing to know that
several former Australian prime
ministers have spoken out seeking
clemency for Andrew Chan and
Myuran Sukumaran. To most
humane people, there appears
to be a certain barbarity about
any state that continues to use the
death penalty.

However, there are a few very
ironic twists in the stand of the
former PMs.

The members of the Indonesian
military (TNI) assigned to carry out
the penalty belong to an organisation

that was responsible for murdering
the Balibo 5 in 1975. These were five
Australian based media workers who
had committed no crime. They were
simply reporting on the illegal activi-
ties of the TNI that had already begun
to carry out covert operations against
the newly independent East Timor.
Most of those former PMs tried
to cover up any information about the
deaths of the Balibo 5 and for years
they trained, armed and provided
military equipment to the TNI as it
committed terrorism in West Papua,
East Timor, Acheh and Indonesia
itself. Many might well ask why
these former leaders were not pre-
pared to speak out then in defence
of innocent civilians in our region as
they faced the barbarity of the TNI?
There are those who say we
should respect the Indonesian legal
system. [ wonder why we should.
Not one senior TNI officer has
ever been brought to justice for the
many crimes that have been commit-
ted by the TNI since the 1960s and
some of these crimes are as bad as
those committed by the Nazis during
World War 2.
The TNI and the Indonesian
Police (POLRI) are known for their
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brutality and corruption. In addition,
we know that much of the Indone-
sian judiciary is corrupt. It appears
that some judges on the case offered
bribes in the case of Chan and Suku-
maran. We also know that some of
the judiciary want a stay of execution
to be consistent with the Indonesian
Constitution because the two Aus-
tralians have repented, are making
a great contribution to advance the
education of fellow prisoners and
have already served more than 10
years’ imprisonment.

It is also well known that the
Indonesian authorities are not appre-
hending the major criminals involved
in the trafficking of illicit drugs and
are quite content to execute the minor
players.

In addition, almost every week,
there are reports of sickening crimes
being committed by the TNI and
the POLRI against the people of West
Papua — despite the fact that the cur-
rent Indonesian President promised
before he was elected that he would
respect the human rights of the West
Papuans. Instead, he appointed
Ryamizard Ryacudu, a former TNI
senior officer and a war criminal to
be Defence Minister. This has meant

that the human rights abuses in West
Papua continue.

And to complete this tangled
web, in late 2014, the Australian
Federal Police, the organisation
which delivered the Bali 9 into the
hands of the Indonesian authorities,
announced that it was not continuing
its investigations into the murder of
the Balibo 5.

Our leaders should seek clem-
ency, but they can do a lot more to
contribute to peace, human rights and
justice in our region of the world.

Andrew (Andy) Alcock
SA

Sentenced to
six months in
Israeli prison

Lina Khattab, Palestinian student
at Bir Zeit University and folkloric
dancer with El Funoun, was sen-
tenced by an Israeli military court
at Ofer to six months imprison-
ment on February 16, after it con-
victed her on charges of “throwing
stones” and “participating in an
unlawful demonstration.” She

Guardian

was also sentenced to 6,000 NIS
(US$1,500) fine and three years
probation.

Sahar Francis, executive director
of Addameer (Prisoner Support and
Human Rights Association, Palestin-
ian NGO), earlier told the Electronic
Intifada that “they treated Lina as if
she is so dangerous, such a serious
security threat — this is what makes us
believe that they are using her case in
order to frighten students from being
involved in activism.”

Lina Khattab, an 18-year-old stu-
dent was arrested on December 13,
2014 during a march in solidarity
with political prisoners by Bir Zeit
University students to Ofer military
prison. She was charged on Decem-
ber 18 and had been held in prison
since then.

Lina is clearly being held because
of her political activity as an active
student on campus at Bir Zeit. Sami-
doun will provide updates and actions
to continue the demand to free Lina
immediately and unconditionally.

Demand Israel immediate release
Lina!

Steven Katsineris.
Vic

by

Rob Gow

Why the
hammer

and sickle?

A young woman recently arrived from the
USA asked us the other day, why do you
use the hammer and sickle emblem? It’s a
very valid question. The ruling class, the
spokespeople for the big corporations, have
invested an enormous amount of money and
manpower in denigrating the hammer and
sickle, in trying to invest it with the same
connotations as Hitler’s swastika.

In the developed capitalist countries they
have admittedly had some success. But only
partially. Here in Sydney, we have a vertical
banner, about a metre wide and about a metre
and a half deep. In red cloth, it just has our
hammer and sickle logo painted on it in gold.
When we carried it at the head of our contin-
gent in a march, total strangers would come off
the footpath to ask if they could carry it for us.
It resonated with them.

That is because the hammer and sickle
is one of the most recognised political sym-
bols anywhere in the world. Its iconography
is simple and clear: it represents the unity of
workers peasants (the hammer for industrial
workers, the sickle for peasants or agricultural
workers). There was a move in the 1930s to
“update” the emblem to reflect modern indus-
trial development — a dropforge and a tractor
was suggested — but this foundered when it
was pointed out (by Stalin, actually) that at the
rate industry was developing in the USSR, they
would have to change the emblem every couple
of years!

And of course, there was no need, for

the hammer and sickle is a symbol. It is not
meant to portray specific workers anywhere.
It stands for all workers, industrial and
rural, everywhere. Only in parts of Central
America has it been popularly amended: in
countries where the main agricultural crop
is not grain but sugar cane, the sickle has
been replaced by the machete (the hammer
remains unchanged).

The efforts of the ruling class to besmirch
the hammer and sickle has, as I have said, had
some limited success in developed capitalist
countries. But even there, it should be noted,
it was largely restricted to the main English-
speaking countries: the USA, Britain, Canada,
Australia. In India, the hammer and sickle is
widely used by both the big Communist par-
ties — the CPI and the CPI(M). In South Africa,
too, it is the recognised emblem of the SACP,
one of the three groups that make up the ruling
alliance (the ANC, the SACP and COSATU,
the trade union federation). And of course it is,
on the flag of the Communist Party of China.

In Europe, from Portugal to Greece,
Norway to France, Communists and workers
in Communist-led trade unions, march and
rally behind the red banner with the hammer
and sickle emblem emblazoned across it. And
why not? It is our emblem, the symbol of the
militant working class and its closest ally the
landless peasantry. If we gave it up, changed
it to something new, something “untarnished”,
the propaganda mills of capitalism would
immediately begin linking if to fascism, or

genocide, or cannibalism or anything else
suitably reprehensible. Precisely because it
is our emblem.

So we don’t hide it. We are proud to march
behind the hammer and sickle, the symbol of
united workers and peasants (agricultural work-
ers/small farmers in the Australian context, if
you prefer). Let the capitalists sling mud at it.
It washes off. We know the heroic history of
our movement, the courageous deeds that have
been done under the sign of the hammer and
sickle. The world was saved from Hitlerite Fas-
cism by soldiers holding aloft the hammer and
sickle. Capitalism would like the people of the
world to forget that. Our task is to make sure
they do not.

So put the hammer and sickle on your
T-shirt, and wear it to the next anti-Abbott rally.
I cannot think of a more suitable place for it.

If I can wear my other hat for a moment,
politics is the theme, at least partially, of this
week’s episode of The Doctor Blake Mysteries
(for the rest of the week’s offerings, see the page
opposite). The episode is titled By the Southern
Cross, and airs on the ABC on Friday March
6 at 8.30pm. The episode mixes references to
commemoration of the Eureka Stockade with
some ropey allusions to the Communist Party,
even referred to correctly as “the CPA” at one
point. It’s nice to have recognition in popular
television programs that the CPA has been a
significant factor in Australian life, but the main
“Red agitator” turns out to be cynically using
Dr Blake‘s lodger Mattie, and (an incredible

plot twist) to be willing to throw acid over an
unsuspecting political opponent.

Those Communists truly are the most
horrid people! At least on television.

Actually, apart from him, the Communists
in the program are not too bad. The episode
begins well, with police breaking up a small,
orderly student commemoration of the Eurcka
stockade anniversary. There is then some argy-
bargy at the local pub. But when the student
leader is found dead, his body draped over the
Eureka memorial, politics takes a back seat to
murder.

There is plenty of opportunity in the script
for some biting social satire, as a state govern-
ment minister makes fatuous pronouncements
about his government’s plans for revitalising
Ballarat (the series is set in the 1950s). The
opportunities are not seized, however. In fact,
they may not even have been seen.

The implacable hostility of the police
towards the Communist Party members is very
accurately observed, however. One feels the
scriptwriter has first-hand experience of this (or
someone in his family has, perhaps). And it is
refreshing that Mattie is not required to either
repent or recant her involvement with the Party.

Personally, I find Dr Blake in particular
and his mysteries in general to be too staid,
too stuffy in their presentation. The attempt to
liven the series up by changing the chief copper
for someone who has an extreme dislike of Dr
Blake is not really successful, as far as I am
concerned. It seems too forced by half. &
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Australia’s Great Barrier Reef
is the world’s largest living
structure and one of the richest and
most complex natural ecosystems on
Earth. The Great Barrier Reef covers
an area of 348,000 square kilometres
and is made up of over 3,000 indi-
vidual reef systems and coral cays. It
draws over a million visitors from all
over the world each year.

The current Great Barrier Reef
structure started growing on top of
the old reef platform about 9,000
years ago when the sea levels rose at
the end of the last Ice Age.

Set against a backdrop of extraor-
dinary marine habitat — ranging from
coral reefs to tropical islands, shal-
low estuaries to deep oceanic waters
— the three-part documentary series
Life On The Reef (ABC Sundays
from March 1 at 7.40pm) takes the
audience into the world of rangers
and marine park officers who work
with the traditional owners, search
and rescue crews, scientists and tour-
ism operators to safeguard the reef
and protect the millions of residents,
tourists, divers and fisherman who
visit each year.

The statistics are staggering:
the Great Barrier Reef’s biological
diversity is unmatched by any other
World Heritage Area. It has around
10 percent of the world’s total fish
species, 411 different types of hard
coral and one-third of the world’s soft
corals, over 3,000 varieties of mol-
luscs, 500 species of worms, 134 spe-
cies of sharks and rays, and six of the
world’s seven species of threatened
marine turtles.

It contains more than 30 spe-
cies of marine mammals, including
the vulnerable Dugong, more than
100 species of jellyfish, 20 types of
reptiles and more than 25% of Aus-
tralia’s tropical seabird breeding pop-
ulations. In addition it has 54% of the
world’s mangrove diversity.

Over 1.5 million seabirds visit
the Reef’s islands and cays each
year to breed, while over 2 million
seabirds are non-breeding migrants.

Since 1985, the Great Barrier
Reef had lost half its coral cover,
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due to storm damage (48%), crown
of thorns starfish (42%) and coral
bleaching (10%). Key threats to the
Great Barrier Reef include: climate
change; pollution; coastal devel-
opment and industrialisation; and
over-fishing.

Life On The Reef combines
excellent observational documentary
story telling with blue chip natural
history, featuring Irish-born naturalist
and dive instructor Paddy Colwell,
a remote research station on Lizard
Island, where marine biologists are
studying a little known but fascinat-
ing aspect of the marine world — the
underwater sound-scape — and in the
far north of the reef, the largest green
sea turtle rookery on the planet.

The Great Barrier Reef is a
UNESCO World Heritage area and
listed as one of the “Seven Natu-
ral Wonders of the World”. It was
declared a World Heritage Area in
1981 but this year has been arguably
the most critical year that the reef
has faced so far. The reef is more
and more under threat from industri-
al expansion; ports; shipping; global
warming; runoff; fast moving out-
breaks of Crown of Thorns Starfish;
cyclones and severe storms.

Recently, UNESCO has
expressed concern over the approval
of a number of major developments
along the reef coast. The federal gov-
ernment’s decision to approve the
expansion of a coal terminal near the
Great Barrier Reef has come under
fire from members of the United
Nations” World Heritage Commit-
tee. In June 2015, the World Herit-
age Committee will meet in Germany
and will decide whether to list the
Great Barrier Reef as World Herit-
age in danger — a listing designed to
inform the international community
of conditions which threaten the very
characteristics for which a property
was inscribed on the World Herit-
age List, and to encourage corrective
action.

The potential destruction of the
Great Barrier Reef by rapacious
mining companies and their equally
profit-hungry associates is a national
disgrace which the Abbott govern-
ment is unlikely to oppose. Let’s
hope series like this help to make
people aware of what we stand to
lose.

he greatest contribution by

far to the fight against the
deadly Ebola virus is being made
by the relatively huge medical team
from Cuba. However, Ebola Front-
line (ABC Tuesday March 3 at
9.30pm) features Medécins Sans
Frontieres — Doctors Without Bor-
ders (MSF) — staff from England
working in the high risk zone of an
Ebola Case Management Centre in
Sierra Leone.

Exclusive, on-the-ground foot-
age reveals the medical staft’s frus-
trations at the lack of support from
the international community and
pharmaceutical companies in fighting
the virus, which has been responsible
for more than 5,000 deaths since the
outbreak began.

Worth Watching
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he documentary series The
Missing Evidence (SBS
ONE from Wednesday March 4 at
8.30pm) purports to provide “shock-
ing new evidence” for alleged mys-
teries as diverse as Jack the Ripper,
the collapse of the Twin Towers,
the death of Marilyn Monroe, and
the Loch Ness monster. In fact, it
provides conjecture as proven fact,
uncorroborated testimony as “proof
positive”. This is not documentary:
this is tabloid journalism.
ritten by Daisy Coulam,
the second episode of
Grantchester (ABC Saturday
March 7 at 8.30pm) is as watch-
able as the first. It involves curate —
and amateur sleuth, Sidney (played
by James Norton) in an upper-class
engagement party for a girl he him-
self has feelings for. Not only that,
but he finds her rich and handsome
fiancé irritating. But the evening
really erupts when the bride-to-be’s
engagement ring goes missing, and
another girl’s boyfriend (Johnny
played by Ukweli Roach) is accused
of stealing it.

With tensions still simmering,
Sidney is called by his new friend
Police Inspector Geordie (played by
Robson Green) in the early morn-
ing with terrible news — one of the
guests at the dinner party has been
found murdered. Geordie needs Sid-
ney’s help in interviewing the posh
guests about the night before — but
the fingers of suspicion point firmly
at lower-class Johnny who is arrest-
ed. However, Sidney believes that
Johnny is innocent, and he sets out
to unmask the true killer. Not only
that, but he will also need to find
the one thing he would rather stayed
lost — Amanda’s missing engagement
ring. &

NAME:

[
Subscription to The GU ar d’ an
(112 months: $100 ($80 conc/$150 solidarity) - [16 months: $55 ($40 conc/$80 solidarity)

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:

Pay by [dCheque dMoney order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)

Phone in details on 02 9699 8844
Or send to: Guardian Subscriptions
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

or by credit card: dMastercard dVisa *$20 minimum on cards

Card#

Amount: Expiry Date: / Date:

Signature:

The Guardian

Editorial Office
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833
Email:guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by Spotpress
24-26 Lilian Fowler Pl Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Life On The Reef (ABC Sundays from March 1 at 7.40pm).
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Freedom,

Charlie

Hebdo

PPSH Bear

The “Je suis Charlie” (I am Charlie) slogan
sign initially appeared in Twitter with white
fonts in a black background. It was created
by French artist and journalist Joachim
Roncin. The sign was quickly spread over
the internet, and then it was adopted by
protesters who marched on the streets,
expressing their anger at the terrorist
attack on French magazine Charlie Hebdo’s
headquarters in Paris that killed 12 people
and wounded 11 including editor, cartoonist
and policeman.

It is not a surprise that people in France
organised protests against the brutality of the
attack, as Paris is a pilgrimage that still inher-
its the proud of the 1789 “great capitalist
revolution”.

Sympathy should be given for the loss
of lives in the attack, and in fact, any violent
attack targeting innocent people should be con-
demned. Violence by nature cannot solve prob-
lems fundamentally; using violence to contain
another violence can only produce the presence
of a greater violence that brings more misery
to the working people. Therefore an emotional
and hatred-oriented movement should be care-
fully examined: whether the movement would
suit the interest of the working people.

Among all, three questions are essential to
ask: 1) What is the magazine? 2) What is the
nature and background of the movement? 3)
Who are pushing the movement to where and
for what purpose?

Chrlie Hebdo, the magazine, was found-
ed in 1960s, it is a pioneer spreading French
capitalist and anarchist versions of freedom;
the magazine is known for its political and
religious sarcasm. Since its foundation, it

has been continually and visually attacking
political opponents, including religions,
in extremely offensive ways. As a conse-
quence, the magazine’s development strat-
egy and anarchist sarcasm undermined the
solidarity of the working people around the
globe.

The magazine itself advocates an absolute
freedom: that its producers may express any-
thing that they desire to, even if they are offen-
sive or insulting to other on the other side of the
planet. The magazine considers itself legitimate
and just, protected by the right of freedom, and
it instigates people to support its specific “right
of freedom”. The 1669 issue editorial interprets
this specific freedom as “the right to say and
portray anything and anyone regardless of
offence given”; this freedom enables people to
be intolerant to the differences and diversity of
people, and then uses it to attack this difference
and diversity to instigate racial discrimination
and conflict.

This freedom only benefits exploiters and
sits best with capitalist individualism and anar-
chism. As the Guardian editorial (#1669) states,
“There are no absolute freedoms”, limitations
are a necessity in the complexity of the society
under this development stage.

Marx also pointed out that anarchism and
the lack of necessary organising were reasons
that led to the fall of the Paris Commune.
Hence that is why anarchism has never led a
successful revolution in history or has offered
any practical solution in the development of
society. While the magazine itself is a repre-
sentation of anarchism and individualism by
nature, it is opposite to the dialectical material-
ism principle.

Freedom is dialectical; even capitalist phi-
losophers, such as Isaiah Berlin, admitted that
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there are two types of freedom: negative free-
dom (personal freedom) and positive freedom
(opposite to personal freedom that benefits the
society). Freedom does not always stand for the
good of all, meaning a type of freedom is not
always considered to be beneficial to everyone
at any single moment.

The first component of the concept of free-
dom in the classical bourgeois outlook is to see
freedom as an absence of restraint. Freedom is
viewed negatively. I do not mean by this that
freedom is demeaned. [ mean only that freedom
is viewed in terms of what government may
not do.

Absence of restraint applies to the citizens
of the government; it is they who are “free”
to the extent that they enjoy an absence of
restraint. Government is also needed to see
that no one element or group among the prop-
ertied so far forget themselves as to seek to
usurp all power for themselves in order to
enrich themselves at the expense of others
owning property.

With this arrangement a “just” government
will prevail, holding even the balance wheels of
a natural political economy, marked by reason
and blessed by God.

Because the class conflict between the
working people and the capitalists is irrecon-
cilable, capitalism’s political and economic
freedom is by necessity a restriction on the
objective freedom of working people. Due to
this reason, working people must by necessity
pursue their true freedom firstly by restricting
the capitalist’s economic and political freedom
through class struggle.

With the willing aid of the mass media
and exaggerating the danger and playing up
people’s fears for their own political and eco-
nomic gain, the French Prime Minister after the
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attack declared that “France was at war with
terrorism.”

The first thing that capitalist politician
did was to instigate media reports that their
involvement in the Je suis Charlie (I am Char-
lie) movement was in order to provide an illu-
sion that they are leading it.

In fact, the movement started spontaneous-
ly; people marched on the streets to reduce the
fear, because people gather together to elimi-
nate fear that they face when they are alone.
Spontaneity is viewed as important to freedom
in the sense that when action is fortuitous it is
devoid of compulsion, restraint and regulation.

By seeing the opportunity that could gain
massive support and benefit their political
goals, capitalist state leaders tried to make the
movement into a larger scale in their political
favour.

On January 11, a large number of media
around the world covering state leaders mainly
from European countries, including France,
the UK, Israel, Italy, Germany, EU, Jordan
and Mali, gathered in Paris, appeared that they
marched with people in support of the Je suis
Charlie movement.

Comparing the coverage of the movement
to the global news coverage of the 2014 Yunnan
terrorist attack in China in March 2014, makes
the capitalists’ intension much clearer.

In the Yunnan attack, eight extreme Islamic
terrorists ran into Kuming railway station, they
stabbed to death 29 civilians and injured 143
more, with four terrorists shot dead on site
by police, and others shot dead or arrested
afterwards.

Magazines like Foreign Policy explained
the lack of coverage of the Yunnan attack,
saying that it was because the Chinese people
did not report it and organised any kind of ral-
lying action. In fact, that was not true. Chinese
media did report the attack extensively, people
organised more peaceful memorial activities
such as lighting candles and offering flowers
compared to the anger-fuelled march in Paris.

In terms of the dialectical-materialist cen-
tral to the Marxist outlook, is the meaning of
Frederick Engel’s “freedom is the appreciation
of necessity”. Freedom “does not consist in the
dream of independence of natural laws, but in
the knowledge of these laws, and in the possi-
bility this gives of systematically making them
work toward definite ends. So “freedom of the
will means nothing but the capacity to make
decisions with real knowledge of the subject.”

As for revolution, its genesis is given
expression in the following four lines from the
poem “Revolution” by poet Joseph Bovshover:

I come because tyrants have put up their
thrones in place of the nations;

I come because rulers are foddering peace
with their war preparations;

I come because ties that bind people
together are now disconnected;

I come because fools think that progress
will stay in bounds they erected. @&
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