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A govt of lies
and secrecy

Anna Pha

On the last day of hearings for 2014, the
Senate handed the Immigration Minister
Scott Morrison unprecedented arbitrary
powers to play god with the lives of desper-
ate people seeking asylum and a new life in
Australia. Instead of opening our arms and
welcoming them into our community, the
Minister will have extraordinary powers
to decide their fate, including return them
to their homeland even if it means certain
death, torture or imprisonment.

The Migration and Maritime Powers Leg-
islation Amendment (Resolving the Asylum
Legacy Caseload) Bill 2014 on Friday Decem-
ber 5 will enshrine his decision-making in
secrecy and leave his victims with almost no
right of appeal against adverse decisions. The
Bill gives the Minister the powers to ignore
international law and usurp the functions of the
judicial system.

The term “legacy caseload” in the title of
the Bill refers to the 30,000 backlog of asylum
seeker claims, most of which accumulated
under Labor. The Abbott government refers to
them as “illegal maritime arrivals” or “IMAs”,
but they are not illegal under Australian or
international law. This is one big political lie
designed to pit Australians against asylum
seekers.

Labor certainly has little to be proud of in
its treatment of asylum seekers and the filling of
what amounts to offshore concentration camps
on Nauru and Manus Island. To its credit Labor
voted against the Bill last week.

“Just when you think this government
cannot get any more vindictive in its treatment
of innocent families fleeing war and violence
and just when you think this government could
not get any more sadistic, secretive and authori-
tarian in its attitude towards some of the most
vulnerable people in the world, this government
finds a way to surprise you,” Greens Senator
Scott Ludlam said in his speech opposing the
Bill.

“To deter people from fleeing the Iranian
secret police, the medieval violence of the
Taliban, the horrors faced by the Rohingya
in the western part of Burma and the murder-
ous repression that passes for official state
policy in Sri Lanka inevitably means your
policy ends up in a very dark place indeed.
The United Nations has recognised this. The

Immigration Minister Scott Morrison.

Australian High Court has recognised this,”
Ludlam said.

The Bill, which is clearly in breach of inter-
national law, removes references to the Refugee
Convention from other legislation and attempts
to absolve Australia from its obligations under
a number of international Conventions. It also
appears to be unconstitutional.

The Bill includes provisions for:
 Reintroduction of the Howard government’s

temporary protection visas (TPVs)
* A new Safe Haven Enterprise Visa (SHEV)
“Fast tracking” of refugee processing to
clear backlog of 30,000 protection visa
applicants
* Removal of the right to appeal to the
Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT)
Ministerial power to detain, turn-back
or send boats with asylum seekers to
anywhere in the world or forcibly remove
asylum seekers from boats, regardless

of international law or the law of other
countries

“Reinterpreting” Australia’s obligations
under UN Refugee Convention

A narrower definition of eligibility for
“refugee” status

A cap on Australia’s annual refugee intake,
regardless of those entitled to be settled in
Australia as refugees under the UN Refugee
Convention — to be raised from 13,700 to
18,750 over the next four years

Release of children on Christmas Island
before Christmas if Bill is passed
Legalising refoulement contrary to
Australia’s non-refoulement obligations
under international law. (Refoulement is
the return of victim of persecution to their
persecutor)

Removing the 90-day time limit for
deciding protection visa applications at
each stage

Temporary Protection Visas

Temporary Protection Visas were first
introduced by the Howard government in 1999
and later abolished by Labor when elected in
2007. The banning of family reunions was sup-
posed to act as a deterrent.

Far from acting as a disincentive, TPVs
resulted in an increase in the number of boat
arrivals. Instead of men leaving their families
behind, there was a dramatic increase in the
number of women and children attempting
the perilous journey. So much for the govern-
ment’s and Clive Palmer’s claimed concerns
for children!

People holding TPVs will be allowed to
work, have access to Medicare and social secu-
rity rights but denied family reunion rights.
They will be granted for a maximum of three
years.

Continued on page 2

This is the last issue for 2014.

The first issue for 2015
will be January 21.
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Fight for
your ABC in 2015

The ABC provides a wider range of services and operates across
a broader geographic base than any commercial broadcaster in
Australia, with regional coverage and local stations across the
country. It plays a critical role during times of emergency, such
as bushfires. The free-to-air ABC and SBS have suffered years of
funding cuts but nothing like the sledgehammer they are being
hit with by the Abbott government.

The two broadcasters were subjected to “efficiency savings” in
the May budget of around $47 billion, in line with cuts to other
areas of the public sector. The ABC, in May, also lost $220 million
of income over the next four years with the cancellation of its
contract for the Australia Network, the international news service
that Murdoch so badly wanted. Then, on November 26, the Abbott
government announced further cuts of $254 million over the next
four financial years beginning in July 2015. The government tried
to sell these whopping cuts as the “efficiency savings” the rest of
the public sector was experiencing.

ABC Managing Director Mark Scott responded by applying the
main cuts to programs covering news, current affairs, investiga-
tive journalism, science, religion, women’s sport and the arts. At
the same time the majority of the 400 staff being sacked are the
more senior and experienced employees, including 100 journalists,
producers and others more likely to be on higher incomes.

The cuts go far deeper than the amount announced to cover
the costs of sacking long-term employees and to meet the addi-
tional funding being allocated to online and mobile phone services.
According to the ABC 2013-14 Annual Report, 84 percent of people
believe the ABC plays a valuable role. No wonder there is a public
uproar over the cuts!

One of Scott’s priorities is the development of online and digital
media. Fortunately for the ABC, Labor had expanded the ABC’s
charter to cover these areas. According to the 2013-14 Annual
Report, the average number of users who visited ABC online per
week was six million. The Bananas in Pyjamas page has almost
three million “likes”. The same Annual Report states, “In 2013-14,
ABC4Kids’ [TV channel] average weekly reach among children
aged 0-4 was 330,000 (or 73.8% of children aged 0-4) ...”

The children’s programs are sound and appropriate, and there
is NO advertising. No one can deny the popularity or success of the
ABC or its online and digital services. Therein lies the “problem”.
The ABC is “too successful”!

This is all the while the commercial channels are desperate to
find a way to extract money out of online users. The last thing
Murdoch, with his vast newspaper empire and interest in Foxtel,
wants is an ABC that is outdoing his digital and online outlets
and not charging a cent. At the same time the government owes
Murdoch big time for its election. Media deregulation, the Australia
Network contract and removing the ABC as a competitor are some
of the items high on his agenda.

The offensive against the ABC is not just about returning fa-
vours or commercial considerations. There is a strong political and
ideological component. The fact it is public, not private for-profit,
makes it a target. Murdoch has for years attacked the ABC for its
“left bias™; this is coming from one of the most reactionary media
magnates who has no space for socially enlightened conservatives,
let alone the left.

The government expected the ABC to apply the cuts to its
digital and online services, which ultimately would be suicidal.
Scott, former Editorial Director at Fairfax and a Howard govern-
ment appointee, instead hit radio and TV programs and regional
services hard. But Turnbull won’t stop there. The ultimate goal is
either destruction or the sale of the ABC to the likes of Murdoch
to remove what is to them a “competitor”. But, in reality, none of
them can compete in quality with the ABC. The battle for the ABC
is one of the big struggles ahead in 2015, along with education,
Medicare, trade union and democratic rights and against war.
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The Abbott regime tries to give its most reactionary policies a
positive spin, by associating them with strong public approval.
For example, it’s now claiming that its proposed $7 co-payment is
essential to make Medicare “sustainable”. The Guardian team is
determined to use its words honestly and to greatest effect in the
struggle to replace the odious Abbott regime with a left-progressive
government. But we need your support! The Press Fund helps

us meet the costs associated with producing the Guardian, so if
you possibly can, please send us something for the next issue, or
better still, make arrangements with us for automatic payments
of an amount you can easily afford each week. Best wishes to all
our readers during the break and many thanks to everyone who
contributed this year, including this week’s supporters, as follows:

Kitchen Club $70, Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $7,
Maria H $50, Dennis White $20

This week’s total: $152 Progressive total: $8,420
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Season’s greetings
to Guardian readers

On behalf of the Communist Party of Australia, we
would like to pass on to all our readers best wishes
for the holiday season and a happy new year in 2015.

2014 has been a tough year for workers and other
exploited people in Australia. The plunder of public assets
has continued. The war on trade unions is showing no
let up and plans for the final theft of Aboriginal land are
unfolding at a rapid pace. Jobs in the public and private
sector are disappearing and cost of living pressures
are taking their toll on Australian households. Public
health and education are in the privatisers’ sights. The
Abbott government’s stance on climate change is an
embarrassment to thinking people and its treatment of
refugees sickens and angers them. Government policy

ahead.

and the media’s poison have caused racism to rise.
The world has seen extreme right-wing forces

strengthening their position; the growth of fascism cannot
be ignored. The peace and anti-war movement must
mobilise for the preservation of planet Earth.

In spite of this assault on basic rights and conditions
built up over decades of struggle, people are fighting
back. Next year will be a big one for the Communist Party
of Australia as it continues to grapple with these multiple
challenges. You are invited to join the CPA in this vital
undertaking. The Guardian will be back fulfilling its role
as educator, organiser and agitator in the many struggles

We would like to thank our readers for their support
during the year and wish you good health, peace and
success in your struggles in 2015.

Bob Briton — General Secretary

Vinnie Molina — National President
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Safe Haven Enterprise
Visas

Now, visa applicants on TPVs
who are part of the backlog will be
able to apply for a new visa, the Safe
Haven Enterprise Visa (SHEV) with
a maximum life of five years. The
SHEYV is a temporary protection visa
which permits its holder to work,
provides them with access to Medi-
care and social security.

There is a catch. SHEV holders
will be required to confine them-
selves to designated regions and
encouraged to fill regional job vacan-
cies. Either a state or federal govern-
ment or an employer can request to
be designated.

Those on SHEV will be at the
mercy of employers. If, after 3.5
years of continuous employment
the holder has not required access to
income support, they may be granted
other onshore visas, such as family
and skilled visas or student visas.

The billionaire mining magnate
Clive Palmer formed and funded a
political party which seems to be
serving his own business interests
quite well. So far the Palmer United
Party has assisted in getting rid of the
mining tax, the carbon tax and now
he has added another notch to his
belt with the possibility of vulnerable
labour in regional and remote areas.

Fast track processing

One of the most dangerous fea-
tures of the Bill is its new “fast-track-
ing” regime. The Refugee Review
Tribunal (RRT) will no longer hear
appeals if the Department rejects a
protection visa application. The RRT
previously re-examined the evidence
and held a hearing with the applicant
and any witnesses in person and
looked at any additional evidence.

Now, a new body, the Immi-
gration Assessment Authority, will
examine paperwork with no obli-
gation to examine new evidence or
interview the applicant. It is obliged
to be “efficient and quick”, whereas
the RRT was guided by the principle
of being “fair and just”.

The Bill provides for rejected

applicants to be promptly removed
from Australia. This section exempts
Australia from its non-refoulement
obligations “which has had the effect
of limiting the availability of the
removal powers”!

In effect applicants for protection
visas will be denied justice under a
system shrouded in secrecy and
based on clearing the decks and ship-
ping out as many people as possible.

Dirty deal

In the Senate, the Greens, Labor,
Jacqui Lambie (ex-Palmer United
Party) and John Madigan opposed
the Bill. Clive Palmer did a deal with
Morrison giving the government the
votes of the two PUP Senators — Glen
Lazarus and Dio Wang. Nick Xeno-
phon, Bob Day, David Leyonhjelm
and Rick Muir provided the gov-
ernment with the final four votes it
needed to get the bill through.

While children were used as the
bargaining chip to bring on board
some independents or give them an
excuse for voting for it, Clive Palmer
was not sucked in. Palmer was in the
driving seat.

“Scott Morrison has successfully
blackmailed the Senate cross bench
by holding refugee children hostage,”
the Greens’ immigration spokesper-
son, Senator Sarah Hanson-Young
said.

“Never before has a Minister
behaved in such a brutal way when
dealing with the Senate and vulner-
able children. Telling Senators that
they’d better do what he wants or
kids will be destroyed is a disgrace-
ful new low for Scott Morrison,”
Hanson-Young said.

“The factories of abuse, death
and mental illness on Nauru and
Manus Island will continue to
destroy people, including hundreds
of children.”

While the deal provides for
children on Christmas Island to be
brought to Australia, Morrison is
sending children of asylum seekers
born in Australia with their parents to
Nauru Island. These children will be
denied citizenship and left stateless.
They are being punished because
their parents fled persecution, war

and other life threatening situations,
and sought protection in Australia,
which is their right under interna-
tional law.

Package of Bills

Two other related bills were
before the Parliament last week. The
first of them, the Migration Amend-
ment (Character and General Visa
Cancellation) Bill 2014 gives the
Immigration Minister greater powers
to cancel or refuse visas without
review. It was passed on November
26 with the support of Labor.

The Australian Citizenship and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill
2014 extends the powers of the
Immigration Minister to revoke citi-
zenship. For example, at present the
Minister can revoke citizenship if
a court first proves it was obtained
through fraud or misrepresentation.
This Bill enables the Minister to be
accuser and judge, bypassing the
Court. It is still before Parliament.

The Law Council has come
out strongly against the legislation,
saying that it would “undermine the
rule-of-law principle that all people
are entitled to the presumption of
innocence and to fair and public
trial.”

“In particular, the Law Council
considers that no one should be sub-
ject to punitive action by the state
unless he or she has first been found
guilty of an offence by an independ-
ent, impartial and competent tribu-
nal.” (The Saturday Paper, Nov
29-Dec 6, 2014)

Greg Barns, spokesperson for
the Australian Lawyers Association,
said, “There is now enormous power
invested in the Minister for Immigra-
tion to make life or death decisions
for very vulnerable people. This is
the sort of thing we would expect to
see in authoritarian regimes, not in
Australia.”

These remarks apply even more
so to the Asylum Seeker legislation.
The passing of the Asylum Secker
Bill marks a dark day in Australia’s
history, indicative of a government
and ruling class prepared to abandon
bourgeois democracy for an authori-
tarian regime. &

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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Victorian election

More nails in
Abbott govi’ coffin

Bob Briton

The defeat of Victoria’s Napthine
Coalition government would have
sent chills down the spines of Tony
Abbott’s axe-wielding federal par-
liamentary team. Nobody denies
the ousting of Napthine and Co
after a single term in office was
largely a backlash against fed-
eral policies that have devastated
whole communities. The message
is clear that Australian voters will
no longer re-elect governments
that support open and egregious
attacks on the interests of workers
and other less privileged people.
Traditional loyalties to the old
parties of capitalist management
have lost more of their grip on the
voting habits of Australians as the
economy continues to stumble and
public services fall further into
disrepair.

The Coalition threw everything
at Labor in order to stay in office. It
misread the public mood by trying
to link the ALP to the CFMEU and
the trade union movement more
generally. The attempted smear
backfired. People’s anger was
rightly directed at the failure of the
federal and state government to save
manufacturing jobs. The full impact
of'the loss of the car industry is yet to
be felt in Victoria and neighbouring
South Australia but Victorian
voters have made their judgement
on the state Coalition’s decision
to cut funding to the Automotive
Transformation Scheme. The lack of
a plan “B” also stands condemned.

Labor’s Daniel Andrews will
become the state’s Premier but the
real news is the strong performance
of the Greens, with candidate Ellen
Sandell likely to claim the seat of
Melbourne, and the election of up to

Australia

11 minor party and other candidates
to the crossbenches of the upper
house. While the Greens’ overall vote
looks set to stay at around 11 percent,
the Party is now able to eye off more
of the inner-Melbourne seats held by
Labor for over 100 years.

The Nationals also suffered from
the dramatic decline in the number
of “rusted-on” voters. Independent
Suzanna Sheed was a latecomer to the
contest in the seat of Shepparton. She
focussed on the issues of rail and road
infrastructure, youth unemployment,
education, health and aged care and
was elected with a massive swing
of 32.5 percent against the sitting
member, Greg Barr. The Nationals
had held Shepparton for 47 years.

The new premier will now have
to negotiate the government’s way
out of contracts with transnationals
for the building of the unpopular East
West Link road project. Andrews

hopes offers of new work such
as removing level crossings and
building a $400-$500 million road
link through Melbourne’s inner west
will keep the construction giants
happy. The Prime Minister insists
the original project must go ahead
and is threatening to withdraw $3
billion in Commonwealth funding to
the state if it doesn’t. He and the new
Victorian Premier are set for a real
test of nerves.

Voters in South Australia have
delivered their verdict on the Abbott
government with a likely win for
Labor at the by-election for the state
seat of Fisher. The ALP’s Nat Cook
is ahead in the poll made necessary
by the passing of Bob Such, a former
Liberal turned independent. Labor
is in its fourth term in office in SA
and the state is braced for a sharp
economic downturn. It is rare for
governments in those circumstances
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to pick up seats at a by-election and
the Abbott effect has been blamed.
Recent election results
demonstrate that Australians are
strongly opposed to the Abbott
government’s destructive agenda.
The success of the Greens, minor
party and independent candidates
reveals a cynicism about the major
parties and a loss of patience with
their spin. Grass roots campaigns,
such as the one in opposition to the
East West Link project, are having a
bigger impact on election results than
ever before. Greater activism in this
sphere will bring greater possibilities
for real change. The revolving door
of Coalition and Labor governments
may be with us for a while longer but
a change is definitely in the air. &

Vale

Constance “Connie” Purkis

Born at Greenhithe, Kent, on
October 23. Connie was orphaned
at the age of 12. At 14 she worked
in the haberdashery trade until
she met and married her lifelong
husband of 68 years, Les. Connie
joined the Communist Party in
the 70s and remained a member
until health led to her resignation.
Connie was onetime treasurer of
the Adelaide North Branch and
often worked in the Party book-
shop. She was involved in Hiro-
shima and Vietnam moratorium
demonstrations as well as party
functions manning stalls etc. She
spent a year in the Soviet Union
with Les and studied Marxist
subjects.

A courageous lady who defended her family fiercely.

Although we no longer can carry the flag, A

With age the knees are beginning to sag.

But our hearts and minds are still with those

Who take to the streets and dare to oppose

The wrongs that are done in society’s name.

And with banners and placards apportion the blame
With chants and songs, like “We’ll overcome”.
Imagine a world that the workers have won.

Les Purkis
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SUPPORT THE CUBAN 5
Support event outside

US Consulate

Martin Place, Sydney
Monday January 5

5pm

Come and
support the Five.

Organised by
Sydney Central Branch,
CPA

Further info
Maria 0431 275 434
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Gooda worried In
“vear of upheaval”

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commis-
sioner Mick Gooda believes the
past year has been one of uncer-
tainty and upheaval for aboriginal
and Tortes Strait Islander people.
In the Social Justice and Native
Title Report, tabled in federal
parliament last month, Mr Gooda
said that over the past year Indig-
enous Affairs had been “char-
acterised by deep funding cuts,
the radical reshaping of existing
programs and services, and the
development of new programs and
services”.

“These measures, combined with
the hesitation of government to set
a date for a referendum on constitu-
tional recognition, and the impact of
various government reviews, has cre-
ated an atmosphere of uncertainty for
our peoples,” he said.

“This is compounded by the way
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples are represented at the nation-
al level, which is in a state of flux.
New advisory arrangements have
been created and existing representa-
tive structures have been defunded.
The lack of clarity and muddled nar-
rative is deeply worrying.”

Mr Gooda said the Abbott gov-
ernment needed to engage more
deeply and properly with Indigenous
people and organisations. “The Coa-
lition government came to office

promising a new era of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander engage-
ment,” he said.

“It really worries me to say that,
even at this early stage, we are yet
to see the outcomes expected of an
effective, meaningful and consid-
ered engagement strategy. That a
radical reshaping of the Indigenous
policy space could be planned and
executed with little or no involve-
ment by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander stakeholders, communities
and organisations at almost any level
is disappointing.”

Mr Gooda writes that the fed-
eral government’s plan to streamline
Indigenous programs from more
than 150 into five broad areas is to
be applauded, but says the imple-
mentation of funding and adminis-
tration changes has caused distress
and concern in Indigenous commu-
nities, due to uncertainty and poor
communication.

He writes that budget cuts have
already had impacts on “frontline”
services, including to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander legal services
and the National Family Violence
Prevention Legal Services and he
called on the government to add
justice targets to the Close the Gap
campaign.

“Given the extent of overrepre-
sentation of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples in the criminal

justice and child protection systems,
it is difficult to understand the ration-
ale behind these funding cuts,” Mr
Gooda says. “Unfortunately, it seems
that the organisations best placed to
provide these vital legal and advo-
cacy services to our communities are
the ones that are, or are likely to be,
affected by these cuts.”

Cuts to health programs and the
government’s proposal to introduce
a payment to visit the doctor have
also had negative effects, Mr Gooda
wrote. Mr Gooda said exclusively
consulting with the Prime Minister’s
Indigenous Advisory Council (IAC)
wasn’t good enough. “Despite claims
that the IAC was never intended to
replace Congress, the coalition
government created the IAC and
removed the forward allocation of
$15 million from Congress within a
few months of coming to power,” he
said.

“Further, the Prime Minister has
met monthly with the IAC chair, as
stipulated in the terms of reference,
during this reporting period. In con-
trast, Congress has reported that the
Prime Minister has not met with its
co-chairs at all since the election.

“There is little doubt that the
IAC members bring an impressive
array of talent and experience to
Indigenous issues. However, the dif-
ferent roles played by the IAC, as a
strategic adviser, and Congress as a

representative voice, should be clari-
fied and understood.

“While it is true to say that Con-
gress’ membership has not grown
as fast as was perhaps hoped, these
are still very early days. It is early
days, too, for the IAC, and I trust that
they will engage with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities
and advocacy bodies, as set out in
their terms of reference. However, 1
have seen little engagement to date.”

Mr Gooda called on Prime Min-
ister Abbott to set a timetable for a
referendum on constitutional recog-
nition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Isklaner people as the First Peoples
of our nation. And he challenged the
nation to address racism.

“To move towards reconciliation
and healing as a nation, rather than
focussing on the ‘right to be a bigot’,
we need to educate all Australians
about how our colonial past affects
our modern-day prejudices,” he said.
“We also need to educate Australians
about the impact of racial discrimina-
tion on Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

“This is already happening. The
response from the community on the
propsed section 18C (of the Racial
Discrimination Act) changes shows a
renewed vigour about the importance
of racial harmony and a willingness
to engage in this conversation.

“Taking ownership of this issue

Guardian

together, as a nation, is the only way
to achive this change.”

Commissioner’s
recommendations

That the government:
* includes justice targets as part
of the Close the Gap campaign
(which Mr Gooda co-chairs with
National Congress of Australia’s
First People’s co-chair Kirstie
Parker);
works with the National Justice
Coalition;
» works with states, territories
and Indigenous communities
to identify further justice
reinvestment trial sites;
acknowledges that effective
local community governance is
central to achieving sustainable
development in Indigenous
communities, and support research
into the concept of nationhood and
building an assembly of Australia’s
First Nations;
+ implements the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples; and
amends the Human Rights
(Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act
2011 to include the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples in the
definition of human rights.
Koori Mail &

Reflections on the 16th IMCWP
held in Guayaquil, Ecuador

Vinnie Molina

The 16th International Meeting
of Communist & Workers Parties
met in Guayaquil, Ecuador on
November 12-15, 2014. More than
85 delegates from 53 countries
took to the podium with contribu-
tions that highlighted the situation
in each country and the world.

The world is in a mess; “over-
production” has aggravated the food
and environmental crises the world
over. The anti-war movement also
has a great task ahead in the strug-
gle for peace.

Delegates heard reports on diffi-
cult but shared conditions for work-
ers and people in general across
the five continents. The attacks on
workers and their unions, the under-
mining of the right to collective
bargaining as well the attacks on
Communist parties in several coun-
tries such as in the Ukraine was of
great interest and concern.

The struggle for civil and
democratic rights is one of the
key elements for the Communist
movement in the current period and
beyond. A socialist way out of the
crisis under the guidance of Marx-
ism-Leninism is the only alternative
to capitalism.

Marxism-Leninism
our guide

Communist Parties under the
guidance of Marxism-Leninism
have the responsibility of apply-
ing tactics according to their own

conditions and circumstances in
their own countries.

The undermining of the Soviet
Union and the socialist bloc con-
tained important lessons for the
Communist movement. Important
strategic and tactical questions as
well as political and ideological
issues were raised. The conditions
of each country will ultimately
determine how a revolutionary
process will take place. The Com-
munist Party has a historic role to
play in leading social change and
the building of a socialist society.
The role of the vanguard of the
working class has to be developed
in each country by each party.

Latin America and the
Caribbean

It was an eye-opener to experi-
ence the Citizens’ Revolution led by
President Rafael Correa in Ecuador.
The processes currently challeng-
ing neo-liberalism in Latin America
and the Caribbean have socialism as
their objective.

Because of Latin America’s
long history of tightly closed socio-
economic and political structures
and military dictatorships, any
progressive change in the status quo
can be seen as akin to revolution-
ary change. With a great legacy
of struggle, the democratic and
progressive changes taking place in
that part of the world deserve our
attention and respect.

The progressive and popular
alliances (which in some instances
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At the closing of the IMCWP.

include Communists) that have
taken office as left governments
are exercising what they call “the
left’s right to govern”. This doesn’t
mean they have taken power but
are exercising the right to govern
for the people; the most disadvan-
taged, those forgotten by the suc-
cessive right-wing pro-neo-liberal
governments.

These progressive governments
have introduced government poli-
cies that have pulled millions out
of extreme poverty, providing free
access to education and health. The
next generation of Marxist-Leninist
leaders will have better material
conditions to continue the strug-
gle of Communists as leaders of
the working class, challenging the
power of the bourgeoisie.

The unity of Latin American
and Caribbean countries is gaining

greater levels of independence from
imperialism and the transnational
corporations. They have been able
to set up CELAC (Commonwealth
of Latin America and the Carib-
bean States), UNASUR (Union of
South American Nations) and other
political and economic alliances.
The unity of that part of the world
against imperialism is a progressive
change for millions of workers and
people. In short, there is a big dif-
ference between taking office and
taking power.

The bases for revolutionary
change, capable of challenging
power from the ruling class, has to
be built. It is not in contradiction
with the achievements of progres-
sive and left governments.

We can win
Despite the reports of the havoc

being wrought on us all by capital-
ism, all delegates remained opti-
mistic and enthusiastic that victory
and a better world are possible. The
Workers and the Communist move-
ment must be united to challenge
capitalism.

In Australia this is also possible,
despite the challenges ahead. The
workers and people can inflict a
serious blow to the Abbott govern-
ment’s policies. It is important that
it gets defeated at the next federal
election. Indeed, its days appear
numbered.

Left, democratic and popular
alliances can bring more progres-
sive people into Parliament as a first
major step to improve the situation
for all Australians. The base for a
revolutionary path to socialism has
to be built. &
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Beating the big business tax
minimisation schemes

Peter Mac

Swedish “flatpack” furniture
manufacturer IKEA has suffered
a number of blistering mass media
attacks for business practices
that reduce their Australian tax
liabilities to a tiny fraction of the
company’s profits here.

The criticism is certainly justi-
fied. Most ordinary working taxpay-
ers, as well as companies that don’t
engage in these practices, now have
to pay a disproportionate share of the
tax burden because of low-tax liabil-
ity practices.

However, documents recently
revealed by an international journal-
ists group show that major Austral-
ian companies, including the Future
Fund, AMP, the Goodmans Group,
Lend Lease and the Macquarie group
are among dozens of Australian com-
panies engaged in similar activity.

According to Financial Review
journalist Neil Chenoweth, the low
tax practices include “hybrid debt
structures, total swap returns, royalty
payments, and inter-group loans”.

IKEA appears to have perfected
the art, with the help of Australian
accounting firm PwC. IKEA has
reported making feeble profits from
its Australian operations for decades,
but according to Chenoweth it has
actually made almost $1 billion in
profits since 2003.

As he notes, from 2002 to 2013
IKEA sold goods worth $4.76 bil-
lion in the Australian stores. The
company claims proudly that all its
retail operations make a minimum
10 percent sales profit each year,
so its Australian operations must
therefore have actually made at least
$460 million in profits from 2003
to 2013.

However, IKEA paid only $31
million in Australian tax for the
period, because it claimed that after
other costs were allowed for it ended
up with total pre-tax profits of only
$103 million. So where did the other
profits go?

The answer is offshore, to the
tax haven of Luxembourg. Between
2002 and 2013 the company made
$532 billion in offshore payments,
almost all of which ended up in
another Luxembourg branch, Inter
IKEA Holdings SA, because yet
another purpose-made company
group claims franchise fees on the
company stores!

Chenoweth claims that “While

the IKEA Group holds the intellectu-
al property for IKEA products, Inter
IKEA Systems BV holds the intellec-
tual property on the stores ... [and]
charges 3 percent of the retail price of
every IKEA product, no matter how
cheap ... So in 2008, when IKEA
global sales totalled €22.49 billion,
€747 million flowed in franchise fees
to Inter IKEA Systems BV, virtually
all of it tax free.

In Australia between 2002 and
2013 the franchise fees totalled $159
million, but the figure has risen since
the company began building its
megastores in 2006.

But that’s not all. The Inter IKEA
Systems BV Group also acts as a fin-
ancier for the IKEA Group (which
includes the retail arm), and through
a complex arrangement involving
transactions in Switzerland, Belgium
and Luxembourg, since 2006 it has
charged the IKEA Group fees under
a financial “risk agreement”.

Since 2009 some €6 billion has
been transferred to the company
in Luxembourg. Yet as Chenoweth
notes: “The Luxembourg documents
show the company’s 2011 tax return,
when it paid ‘wealth tax’ of €199,170
and income tax of only €1,575.”

Innocence and
a blind eye

Corporations typically excuse
themselves for engaging in low-tax
practices by stating that they are
innocently operating within the limits
of the law.

When the Macquarie group was
questioned about its involvement in
the Bermuda and Luxembourg tax
havens a representative responded
stiffly that “Macquarie returns all its
income in accordance with [Austral-
ian global] provisions and complies
with the taxation provisions of the
international jurisdictions in which
it operates.”

That’s an evasive answer. The
reality is that corporations search
incessantly for tax law loopholes
which they can exploit to maximise
their profits.

However, the statement also
highlights another side to the issue,
i.e. the tendency of governments to
turn a blind eye to low-tax practices,
or to actually facilitate them.

In the run-up to the G20 meet-
ing federal treasurer Joe Hockey
denounced companies that oper-
ated in Australia but paid very little

income tax. The issue was on the G20
agenda because many countries are
now seriously concerned about the
devastating impact that tax avoid-
ance schemes are having on their
revenues.

However, Hockey failed to out-
line measures that he would take to
counter the problem. Companies that
engage in complex tax avoidance
schemes subscribe to the late Kerry
Packer’s declaration that anyone
who voluntarily pays tax is a mug,
and they will simply ignore Hockey’s
reprimand.

Breaking the tax avoidance
schemes would require new legisla-
tion and proper resources to enforce
it, whereas the schemes have been
going on for decades, with no ade-
quate action by successive Australian
national governments.

European nations are now dis-
cussing the possibility of introducing
legislation to enforce the disclosure
of information on the international
transfer of profits. As journalist Mike
Seecombe reports, that would include
“country by country reporting,
requiring multinationals to reveal
such information as where they sell,
where they employ people and where
they record their profits”.

Also under consideration is the
establishment of multinational agree-
ments that would allow countries to
collect taxes for other nations and to
remit the proceeds to them.

The obvious stumbling block is
the requirement for multinational
agreement. The Tax Office is already
involved in an international investi-
gation into tax avoidance.

But the Abbott government’s
policies are focused on serving the
interests of the major corporations,
and over the last 30 years under suc-
cessive conservative governments
the tax rate for wealthy individuals
and major corporations has actually
fallen.

The Abbott government has also
announced that it intends to axe
staffing levels within the Australian
Tax Office and to permit corpora-
tions to hire private accountants as
their tax assessors instead of the Tax
Office.

The best thing the Australian
people could do to ensure that com-
panies pay proper taxes is to dump
the present government. And in the
meantime if companies don’t pay
their taxes, we shouldn’t buy their
products. &

Five for the 5 — Activists at their monthly gathering for the Cuban 5 last Friday December 5 outside US Consulate in

Martin Place, Sydney.

Corporations typically excuse
themselves by stating that they
are innocently operating within

the limits of the law.

The State Memorial Service for Gough Whitlam at the Sydney
Town Hall drew a huge crowd of people who followed the pro-
ceedings inside the Town Hall with applause when the numerous
reforms were mentioned and the loudest appreciation was for
free tertiary education which was enjoyed by so many people.
Among those present there was somebody who shouted: ‘Abbott’s
daughter still gets it free!” The remark caused a ripple of laugh-
ter and reminded those present that the Sydney student who had
leaked information about a fashion school scholarship award-
ed to Mr Abbott’'s daughter ($60,000) was still waiting for a court
decision. The maximum penalty for the offence was two years’
jail. On November 25 magistrate Teresa O’Sullivan imposed a
two-year good behaviour bond on Freya Newman. Ms Newman
will have no criminal record for the offence of accessing restrict-
ed data. “l accept that Ms Newman was motivated by a sense of
injustice rather than a desire for personal notoriety, greed or any
desire to embarrass the student,” Ms O’Sullivan said. Accessing
private information is a concern in the community. Of similar
concern is the behaviour of politicians who think that they are
entitled to privileges while preaching on ‘lifting” and “leaning”.

Speaker Bronwyn Bishop has managed to eject more MPs to
cool off than any other speaker since Federation. In the lat-
est count Ms Bishop has reached a record 255 evictions.
There is something of a bias when it comes to who she sends
off. Government MPs were sent off on four occasions (4); the
opposition reached a record number of 251! Ms Bishop is the
parliamentary umpire — but what sort of game is she playing?

The Defence Abuse Response Taskforce discovered that there are
more than 1,100 alleged perpetrators of sexual and other abuse
who continue to serve in the military. Some are in senior ranks but
not likely to face punishment. The taskforce presented its findings
and urged the government to set up a royal commission into some
of the most severe cases — a spate of rapes and sexual abuse at
the Australian Defence Force Academy. The taskforce is not recom-
mending a broader royal commission for abuse across the whole
of the Australian Defence Force. The chairman of the taskforce
Len Roberts-Smith said that abused service people felt let down
by an organisation in which they were “always taught to watch
each other’'s backs and to protect each other”. “We are talking
about the Defence Force — army, navy and air force. We're talking
about people ultimately who have to look after each other because
they’re going into battle and their lives depend upon each other.
They see it as a betrayal by their family — their service family,” he
said. It's not something you see in those sleek TV advertisements
where they want your sons and daughters to join the military.
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Save the
1 mean children

Dr Roslyn Fuller

When Save the Children chose to bestow
the Global Legacy Award on Tony Blair,
the charity inadvertently revealed the dark
underbelly of NGO activity.

When Tony Blair received the Global
Legacy Award last week from Save the Chil-
dren, an organisation dedicated to “transform-
ing children’s lives”, it seemed like a bad joke
to many people. This, after all, was a man who
had been willing to use fabricated evidence to
launch an illegal war against Iraq during his
time as Britain’s Prime Minister, a conflict that
irrevocably “transformed” the lives of thou-
sands of children by killing them.

These days Blair is advising the new mili-
tary regime in Egypt and doing a sideline in
Saudi oil kickbacks. We don’t hear too much
about children in either of those countries, but
I’m willing to bet that living under military
or aristocratic dictatorship isn’t too good for
the little mites, especially when, as is the case
with Saudi Arabia, child marriage is nothing
unusual.

Considering this track record, I would think
that anyone who has simply refrained from
hurting children would be more qualified to
receive an award from a charity dedicated to
their protection than Tony Blair.

So how did “Teflon Tony” not only get
away with murder, but actually get rewarded
for it? Did the good folks at Save the Children
simply suffer a regrettable overdose of saintli-
ness, deciding to sweep Blair’s past transgres-
sions under the rug, and judge him not lest they
themselves be judged? It sounds like the kind of
misguided, goodness-orgy that an organisation
dedicated to helping children might be suscep-
tible to. But if your idea of charity is still stuck
in the age of rending thy cloak in half to clothe
the naked, and dividing thy bread to feed the
hungry, think again.

These days “helping” the needy is big busi-
ness. Much has (rightly) been made of Save
the Children’s direct connections to Blair: UK
Chief Executive Justin Forsyth worked for
Tony Blair back when he was Prime Minister,
as did Fergus Drake, the charity’s UK Direc-
tor of Programs. But these two hardly make
up the entire decision-making apparatus of the
global behemoth that is Save the Children. How
did such a disastrous decision slide through the
ranks? A quick scan of the current and former
occupations of Save the Children’s trustees
and top staff shows why the idea of reward-
ing the former PM slipped down their gullet so
effortlessly: Barclays Bank, Unilever, Proctor
& Gamble, Xerox, Yahoo, Johnson & Johnson,
Pfizer, American Express, Goldman Sachs,
KPMG, Coca-Cola, IKEA...the list goes on.

With a line up like this behind Save the
Children, it’s positively shocking that it took
the organisation so long to hand old Tony his
lifetime achievement award. It would be hard
to think of someone who has done more for
the corporations that many of the trustees and
management staff seem to have such a close
relationship with. Not least of these favours
would be letting them avoid paying millions in
taxes by failing to close loopholes (eg Proctor
& Gamble and IKEA and Barclays).

And, while Save the Children is in the news
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When Tony Blair received the Global Legacy Award from Save the Children, it seemed like a bad joke to many people.

today, its establishment friendly structure is
by no means unusual. Many large NGOs are
little more than public sector mirrors of private
sector interests, with a top staff that has every
reason not to rock the status quo.

They still fulfil a useful purpose, just not
the one projected to the public.

Governments like to “involve the public”
by consulting with NGOs so that they can pre-
tend to meet people halfway and “hear their
concerns”. Ensuring that no one in a position
of power at those NGOs has any truly radical
ideas is a good way to control this conversa-
tion while maintaining a paper-thin veneer of
political inclusiveness. At the same time big
corporations, who are allowed to avoid taxes,
can donate a small fraction of those funds to the
right kind of NGO.

By “voluntarily” giving back to the com-
munities they’ve sucked so much out of, as
opposed to the “involuntary” way in which
everyone else “gives back” on their annual
tax return, big corporations can adorn them-
selves with the laurels of their “community
outreach” and “proud sponsorship”. Of course
it is only natural for a company that gives such
a large donation to be rewarded with a seat
on the NGO’s board. Just as it is only natural
for governments to “reach out” to the kind of
NGO that has a silver-plated list of trustees
and upper management that they already do
business with rather than one run by the kind
of rabble that make uncomfortable demands.
It’s a match made in paradise for everyone
involved.

Save the Children’s award to Tony Blair
may have stepped over the line and provoked
outrage, but this problem has been cruising qui-
etly just under the surface for a long time, as
big charities have moved so far into lockstep
with government and corporate interests as to
become virtually indistinguishable from them.
You can’t challenge the establishment when
you are part of it.

But NGOs are good for so much more than
just siphoning off domestic disgruntlement
into the Kafkaesque world of “civil society
discourse”.

NGO just means “non-governmental
organisation”, i.e. all you really need to be is
an organisation that is not officially part of the
government. And you can slice that pretty fine.

Consider the Club of Madrid, composed
of nearly 100 former “democratic” presidents
and prime ministers (e.g. Bill Clinton, Jimmy
Carter) and funded by (among others) the
cities of Rotterdam and Madrid, the World
Bank, the IMF, the governments of Belgium
and Mexico and the International Develop-
ment Agencies of Australia and Sweden. The
“club” also receives sponsorship from Wal-
Mart, Microsoft and NATO. Or perhaps I can
interest you in Kenya’s Institute of Economic
Affairs brought to you by the Canadian and
Swedish International Development Agencies,
as well as the European Union and the Centre
for Private Enterprise.

Past donors have included the World Bank,
as well as the Dutch and Danish Embassies and
the British Council.

Some NGO’s receive more than 90 per-
cent of their budget from a single government
source, sometimes a foreign government. This
is particularly prevalent in Eastern Europe and
Central Asia.

In Kyrgyzstan between 70-100 percent of
the budget of a typical NGO is provided by for-
eign donors and “the overwhelming majority”
of NGO officials recognised operating there
“that the accountability of an NGO to the donor
is a top priority”. A study conducted in Georgia,
Moldova and Ukraine revealed that only one-
fifth of NGOs agreed that their strength came
from their membership base.

The researchers concluded that “the elitist
nature of NGOs” could be attributed to the fact
that they received most of their funding from
foreign sources, citing frequent NGO meetings

with foreign embassies. These kinds of NGOs
are sometimes called “AstroTurf”, because they
don’t have any real support — they’re merely a
front organisations meant to pursue the agenda
of whoever holds the chequebook, often with-
out the full knowledge of those actually doing
the work on the ground.

These aren’t charities but weapons in the
endless battle that is global politics, quite lit-
erally a fifth column operating behind enemy
lines. According to American politician Ron
Paul, the US funnelled USS$5 billion through
NGOs active in Ukraine in the service of over-
throwing Victor Yanukovich’s government. It
is pause for thought, especially when one notes
the ferocity with which donor nations resist the
slightest regulation of NGO activity in foreign
nations.

When Russia passed a law in 2012 requir-
ing that NGOs register as foreign agents if they
received foreign funding it was touted around
the world as proof of Vladimir Putin’s insan-
ity. How dare he try to get foreign NGOs to
do something as demeaning as register, an
action all “real” foreign people already have to
undertake when they set up in most European
countries, including Russia? My guess would
be that one dares these things when foreign-
funded NGOs start meeting with embassies
from donor nations. That’s the kind of activity
that rings alarm bells.

There are, of course, real grassroots NGOs
out there, somewhere beyond the circle of lime-
light that encloses the gala dinners and fancy
trophies. There are people who do good work,
providing relief or a hand up for those most in
need, but Blair’s Global Legacy Award shows
just how much all of their efforts have been
hijacked by the fraud that global “charity” has
become, an empty shell all too happy to glad-
hand those at the top while kicking those at the
bottom.
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According to American politician Ron Paul,

the US funnelled USS5 billion through NGOs
active in Ukraine in the service of overthrowing
Victor Yanukovich’s government.
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Gerry Georgatos

The Western Australian government’s
move to close down up to 150 of 274 remote
communities has been labelled “redneck
racism”. It is the ugliest act of racism to be
seen in this nation in 70 years, with many
fearing it will be even more severe than
the ugly racism of the Northern Territory
Intervention.

Elders, advocates and former politicians
have warned the Colin Barnett state govern-
ment closure of the communities would lead
to a further spiral of suicides, despair, home-
lessness, to an irreparable breakdown in trust
between First Peoples and governments but
also to hate.

According to Elders and advocates, Premier
Barnett has resorted to scaremongering and lies
about child abuse and substance abuse to jus-
tify the need for the closures. But 90 percent of
the communities are not affected by suicides
or by substance abusing or by any pronounced
social dysfunctions. The vast majority of these
communities are poor and they are neglected
by governments but they are not in any social
chaos.

“It is just all lies by Premier Barnett about
what is happening in our communities,” Won-
gatha Elder, Pastor Geoffrey Stokes said. “Kick
the people out of the communities and they will
finish up homeless. Kick the people off their
Country and you will break them further.”

Pastor Stokes journeyed 600 kilometres
from Kalgoorlie to speak at a rally on the steps
of state Parliament last month calling for the
protection of the remote communities while
inside Parliament at the same time the Premier
was justifying his call for the closures.
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This is just “redneck racism”

Wayne Bergmann ...
among a swathe of
prominent First Nations
Peoples’ leaders who
has condemned plans
by West Australian
Premier, Colin Barnett to
close down up to 150
remofe communities.

“For nearly two centuries here in Western
Australia the Black man and Black woman have
been trodden on, smashed, even had the White
man trying to bleach out the Black from us,”
Pastor Stokes said. “It does not stop. They drag
us off Country in chains, relocate us, dump us,
then move us again and they see the impacts,
the despair and suicides and now they are going
to do it to us again.”

Premier Barnett said he acknowledged
the decision to close down communities “will
cause distress”. He is partly right on that point.

It seems remote communities are safe ...
as long as they have a white population!

What do Carnamah, Condingup, Jardee, Jerdacuttup, Mingenew, Perenjori,
Quindanning all have in common? Well these are remote communities in Western
Australia which all feature very small populations of mostly white Australians.

The other thing they have in common is they are apparently not on Premier Colin
Barnett’s hit list for closure. It appears the only remote communities the Premier has
in mind are those which are remote, have small populations and are predominantly
populated by First Peoples. When Barnett announced he intended to close remote
communities he spoke only about First Peoples’ communities. Never once did he
talk about remote communities populated by White Australians.

Why is that? If this is such a major issue why hasn’t the Premier targetted other
small, remote communities which are populated largely by white people? Why is the
Premier only targetting remote communities populated by First Nations Peoples?

Carnamah, 307 kms northeast of Perth, population 496
Condingup, 782 kms southeast of Perth, population 429
Jardee, 423 kms southeast of Perth, population 176
Jerdacuttup, 584 kms east of Perth, population 6
Mingenew, 238 kms northeast of Perth, population 283
Perenjori, 348 kms north of Perth, population 260
Quindanning, 158 kms south of Perth, population 158
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It will cause much more than just distress. He is
claiming high rates of suicide, poor health and
a lack of job opportunities as to why he wants
to close the communities — a claim roundly
rejected by First Peoples.

“What a liar! Everyone knows this is an
assimilationist agenda and secondly this is a
total demolition job on what is anyway the
charade of Native Title rights,” Noongar advo-
cate, Marianne Mackay said. “He is opening
the interior to the miners. He is using lies to
portray First People as incompetent, as aimless,
as jobless, as substance abusers just so to get rid
of the communities.

“The suicides are not everywhere, the
substance abusing is not pandemic, like in
White and Black communities it exists but you
address the substance abusing where you can,
you help, you do not lie and blame the whole
community. Are they going to close White
towns with populations of 100, 200, 400, like
Quinunup, Nannup, Balingup? Of course not,
this is a Black-target only agenda.

“When did this government ever do any-
thing about poverty in our communities or
about the suicides? They pretend it’s all in the
too hard basket but they do so much for the
White populations, build big White towns all
over our Country but they want to demolish
towns and communities where First People
live. The racism speaks for itself.”

Many believe Western Australia is this
nation’s redneck backwater — that the more
west one travels across the continent, the worse
it gets for First People.

All the statistics demonstrate this. West-
ern Australia has the highest suicide rates of
First People, the highest homelessness rates,
the highest arrest and imprisonment rates, the
most extensive and acute poverty.

Former chairperson of the Kimberley Land
Council, Wayne Bergmann, said more First

People would be marginalised than before.
“Homelessness will increase, overcrowding
will increase. People will move into towns and
houses will be overcrowded, causing social
disruption,” he said. “The senior people will
not want to leave their Country, their homes,
because this is their Country, their home. They
have lived on Country, in their homes all their
lives; this is not right by any thinking to do to
them.”

Bergmann warned there would be “devas-
tating social chaos” if Barnett went ahead with
his proposal.

Former Indigenous Affairs federal minister,
Fred Chaney also described social chaos would
follow such a decision. He said the towns the
remote community residents would be relo-
cated to would lead to “squalor”. He suggested
the transition from remote communities to the
big regional towns should be done “in a proper,
civilised, planned way”.

But Mackay said no relocation should
happen at all.

“There is no civilised way for this, it just
should not happen at all. People have a right to
live where they want and in how they want to
live,” Mackay said.

One of the Freedom Summit’s organisers,
Narrunga Elder Tauto Sansbury labelled the
proposal as pure racism.

“This is ugly racism, not just deplorable;
it is evil, cruel, murderous. It is treachery,
betrayal, connivance,” he said. “Native Title
is rubbish; it cannot even protect communities
on Country. The Freedom Summit is coming
because we, as the First Peoples, are betrayed
at every turn.

“We will reclaim the Aboriginal rights
struggle, we will come to Alice Springs as one
and stand as thousands. We have no one and
nowhere else to turn to but to ourselves.”
National Indigenous Times

Workers’ control at

the Hotel Ramada, Ecuador

Elizabeth Hulm

What happens in Ecuador when
the owner of a large hotel decides
to take the money and run rob-
bing 97 workers and their families
of their livelihoods? Delegates to
the 16th International Meeting of
Communist and Workers’ Parties
(IMCWP) in Guayaquil, Ecuador
found out when talking to the
proud staff of the Hotel Ramada
who have taken back control of
their own lives with the support
of Rafael Correa’s government.

The bankers who owned the
Ramada pulled out of the business,
taking all the money but holding
onto the property. Ninety-seven
workers faced unemployment until
the progressive Correa government
expropriated the property and put
it into their hands. The workers
formed a cooperative and brought in
an expert in hotel management from
Chile for two years to teach staff
what was involved. They elected a
manager from among their ranks.
Their success was further supported
by the government in the form of a

loan that was to be repaid in eight
years and a guarantee that govern-
ment conferences and other events
must be held at the hotel.
Delegates to the IMCWP
couldn’t help but notice how effi-
ciently the team worked and speak-
ing to the staff how proud they
were in their achievement. Ricardo
Patino, the Ecuadorian Foreign
Affairs Minister, a guest on the
second day of the meeting, said the
Ramada was a special case but not
the only example. The government
has assisted workers in two other

workplaces to form cooperatives to
manage their own work for their
own benefit. Even so Patifio said
that the government still needed to
do more to assist workers in form-
ing co-operatives.

Ecuador has also increased the
minimum wage and has achieved
one the highest rates of economic
growth in the region. The Minister
ended his talk by saying, “Ecuador
is developing its own revolution-
ary process, but more importantly
is that the revolutionary brothers,
socialists and communists share,

like today, our experiences so that
together we can build a classless
society.”

The following day delegates
to the IMCWP attended a march to
mark the 92nd anniversary of the
slaughter of more than 2,000 work-
ers in Guayaquil in 1922, when
an uprising of workers ended in a
bloodbath. The working class had
the urgent need to establish the
Communist Party of Ecuador. This
was finally achieved in 1926. &
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Behind Israel’s

fear of boycott

Tithi Bhattacharya

This week United Auto Workers
2865, representing 13,000 student
workers across nine Univer-
sity of California campuses, could
become the first labour union in
the US to join the Palestinian-led
movement for boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions (BDS) against
Israel.

The union’s December 4 vote
comes in the wake of a momentous
period of organising for BDS on col-
lege campuses and within scholarly
associations — a process marked by
a spectacular victory for our side
when the American Studies Associa-
tion voted overwhelmingly for BDS
in December 2013. This followed the
Asian American Studies Association,
which in April 2013 became the first
scholarly association to adopt BDS.

This is despite, and in response
to, the violence unleashed by Israel
on Palestinian lives and homes
during the summer in the genocidal
military campaign against Gaza. One
way to judge our success would be
by the measure of outrage of Zionist
organisations, such as the Anti-Def-
amation League.

The Anti-Defamation League has
made an alphabetical list of all uni-
versity campuses that in 2014 consid-
ered or voted on BDS. That number,
just for 2014, was an impressive 15,
of which five student governments
actually passed a BDS motion, usu-
ally by huge majorities.

“Perhaps more disconcerting,”
according to the Anti-Defamation
League, was “the extent to which
support for BDS has seeped into the
realm of scholars.”

Following the American Studies
Association vote, several scholarly
organisations — including the Peace
and Justice Studies Association, the
Modern Language Association and
the National Women'’s Studies Asso-
ciation, among others — have either
passed or are considering voting on
BDS resolutions.

As it turns out, December 4 marks
the first anniversary of the American
Studies Association victory.

Tactic of the
dispossessed

Undoubtedly, the lead-up to the
vote and its aftermath will see an
escalation of Zionist propaganda
against BDS. So it is important to
make two points as we organise
towards the future:

First, that historically, boy-
cott is a tactic used by the dispos-
sessed against the powerful. This is
not a new tactic. Boycott has deep
roots in anti-imperialist struggle,
internationally.

Palestinians stand alongside
other anti-imperialist fighters whose
rich and fierce history of struggle is
worth recalling today — not simply
because it ought to be part of our
collective historical memory, but
also because they won against their
Oppressors.

Second, that the tactic of BDS
presents particular difficulties for
Israel and its allies, because it is an
international movement and not tied
to particular nation states or their
rulers.

The 2005 call for BDS from
Palestinian civil society was both an
acknowledgment and a call for soli-
darity. It was an acknowledgement
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the Palestinian people could no
longer depend on Arab ruling elites
to deliver a just victory due to their
compromises with neo-liberalism
and US imperialism.

Consequently, it was a call for
solidarity to those Palestinians could
rely on: an international citizenry
who could stand with them, often
against their own home governments.

Both these features of BDS
deserve unpacking.

Isolating imperialists

Boycott, as a tactic of resistance,
derives its name from one Captain
Charles Boycott. Boycott was a land
agent in 19th century Ireland manag-
ing the estates of a large landowner,
Lord Erne, in County Mayo. Boycott
was known for his singular cruelty
and ruthlessness towards the Irish
people who worked on his land.

But all did not go well for Cap-
tain Boycott in history. When Boy-
cott tried to evict his Irish tenants in
1880, the workers, organised by the
Irish Land League, led a “boycott” of
Charles Boycott.

The entire community partici-
pated in the campaign to isolate the
imperialist. Workers stopped work on
his land, shops refused to serve him;
he even failed get anyone to do his
laundry.

Boycott finally left Ireland in
1880 but not before he gave us the
verb “to boycott” in celebration of
the hundreds of ordinary Irish people
who kicked him out of their land.

The next successful mass boycott
campaign was the Swadeshi move-
ment in Bengal in British-occupied
India. At a packed town hall meet-
ing in Calcutta on August 7, 1905,
leading nationalists of Bengal called
for a boycott of all British goods and
institutions to protest the then Vice-
roy Lord Curzon’s decision to parti-
tion Bengal and fuel Hindu-Muslim
religious tensions.

The decision of the Bengali
nationalists to boycott the colonial
power was, again, rooted in inter-
nationalism. Its inspiration came
in part from the Chinese boycott of

American goods in protest against
racist immigration laws — a tactic
noted as worthy of emulation by radi-
cal Bengali nationalists.

The boycott of 1905 blossomed
into a full-scale passive resistance
campaign, marked by public burn-
ings of British goods, boycott of
British schools, colleges, law courts
and places of work and a demand for
full independence from colonial rule.

Activists and volunteers
addressed massive rallies, organised
lectures in villages, composed beauti-
ful songs and poems about the moth-
erland, wrote street plays and even
set up their own arbitration courts as
parallel judiciaries to the British law
courts.

Lord Curzon, known for his
racism and imperial arrogance, was
forced to revoke the partition and
ultimately return to England. The
year 1905 proved to be an inspira-
tion and part-blueprint for the sub-
sequent Gandhian movement of the
1920s and later. In fact the economic
boycott of British goods proved to
be far more intense in the 1921-22
and 1930s campaigns, worrying the
major industrialists in Britain.

Hallmark of freedom
struggle

The boycott of British goods and
institutions became a hallmark of the
Indian freedom struggle in general,
inspiring similar tactics internation-
ally — notably in South Africa.

Throughout the 1950s the Afri-
can National Congress and its allies
spearheaded various boycott cam-
paigns against the apartheid state. A
1958 paper by the ANC’s national
executive argued that “new methods
of struggle must emerge ... we can
no longer rely on the old forms.”

The movement gained interna-
tional support slowly through the
1960s, passing through acts of brutal
violence of the South African state
such as the Sharpeville massacre and
despite tenacious opposition from the
US and British governments in the
1980s.
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Margaret Thatcher, the British
prime minister, called the ANC a
“terrorist organisation.” Her spokes-
person, Bernard Ingham, famously
declared that anyone who believed
that the ANC would ever form a gov-
ernment in South Africa was “living
in cloud cuckoo land”.

And yet, Nelson Mandela walked
out from 27 years of imprisonment
into the South African sunshine
in February of 1990 — marking the
beginning of the end for white minor-
ity rule.

Boycott worked

Boycotting a settler colonial
regime, then, has a proud anti-impe-
rialist history and long history of suc-
cess. The ANC revolutionaries called
the strategy a “devastating weapon”
when wielded in concert with “sym-
pathetic organisations overseas.” And
rightly so.

Unlike the South Africans and
Indians, the Palestinians in historic
Palestine do not have the same stra-
tegic power over the Israeli state. In
South Africa and India if the indig-
enous people — Black South Africans
and Indians — stopped all work for
and with the colonial regime, the
regime would fall. The colonised
outnumbered the colonisers by sev-
eral counts.

This is not the case in Palestine.

Palestinians living in the state of
Israel now form a minority popula-
tion, compared to the Israeli settler-
colonial population — all the more
reasons why the right of return for
Palestinian refugees ought to be an
absolutely non-negotiable demand.
In historic Palestine overall, the
Israeli Jewish and Palestinian popu-
lations are roughly equal in number.

This means that numerically,
Palestinians, within Palestine, cannot
pose the same strategic pressure on
the settlers as their Indian or South
African counterparts could.

But the rest of us can.

We are many
The rest of us who stand for jus-
tice in Palestine can honour the call
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for solidarity from Palestine and
campaign for boycott, divestment
and sanctions against the apartheid
state of Israel.

In my mind, there is no question
that Palestinians have provided the
fighting edge to the struggles of the
late-20th century. I would even go as
far as to say that the intifadas — upris-
ings — in particular and the Palestin-
ian resistance in general provided the
inspiration and confidence for what
came to be called the Arab Spring.

But they cannot win this fight
in isolation, and this is not just their
fight.

First, there is the fact that Pales-
tinians are largely an unarmed popu-
lation resisting a state that is one of
the most militarised states on the
planet and which uses deadly force
on everyone, including infants, with
impunity.

Second, most of Israel’s arms are
supplied by countries of the global
North, the US leading that list. This
means we can put pressure on our
own governments to stop the geno-
cide in Palestine.

We can block Israel’s boats, we
can pass BDS resolutions in our
student governments, in our labour
unions and in our professional organ-
isations. We can force companies to
close their factories on illegally occu-
pied Palestinian land.

We can do all this because
numerically, we are many. And the
people who uphold Israeli apartheid
may be powerful, but they are few. If
Israeli apartheid falls, it will not just
be a victory for Palestine. Because it
will be such a massive blow to global
imperialism, it will be a taste of lib-
eration for all of us.

This is why it is important to
remind ourselves of the rich and
deeply internationalist tradition of
boycott, as we get ready to introduce
BDS resolutions in our schools,
unions and community organizations.

Just like the UAW 2865 will on
December 4.

Because boycotts have a history
of winning.

The Electronic Intifada &



Guardian

Fast food
workers

walk off job
in 190 cities

John Woijcik

CHICAGO: Fast food workers
walked off the job from one end
of the country to the other last
week, with police arresting hun-
dreds of workers engaging in civil
disobedience. The walkouts hap-
pened in some 190 cities, reflecting
a major escalation of the ongoing
campaign to raise base wages in
the fast food industry to $15 an
hour.

In New York, Chicago, and Los
Angeles workers put down their
tongs and spatulas, walked out of
their restaurants and formed picket
lines after picking up huge cardboard
signs emblazoned with the demand
for $15 an hour.

In New York some 500 dem-
onstrated outside the Times Square
McDonald’s. Police said they arrest-
ed 20 of the demonstrators for sitting
in the street and blocking traffic.

Workers in many of the other
cities too, joined by community sup-
porters, supplemented the picket
lines in front of the fast food outlets
with acts of civil disobedience for
which hundreds were arrested. The
civil disobedience often took the

form of sit-ins in the middle of busy
streets and intersections.

“Civil disobedience is the only
way to make the point dramatically
to get $15 an hour and a union,” said
Kendall Fells, an organiser for Fast
Food Forward. Many of the workers
noted that they were carrying on an
“American tradition.” Civil disobe-
dience, they said, was a feature of
many historic movements in the his-
tory of the US including the labour,
civil rights, and peace movements.

McDonald’s tried to plead inno-
cent in the low-wage scandal that
sees most fast food workers making
barely the federal minimum wage of
$7.25 an hour. The company issued
statements saying that its stores
are owned by small and “medium-
sized” owners. “We believe any
wage increase has to be stretched out
over time so that the impact on them
would be manageable,” McDonald’s
said in a statement.

Workers discount such claims
pointing to the fact that in countries
where McDonald’s workers have
unions the company pays much more
— wages in Denmark and Germany,
for example, are often close to $20.00
an hour.

International

December 10,2014 @

Strikers began to gather early
here at the Rock and Roll McDon-
ald’s on Clark Street and at major
stores in over 150 other cities.
Wendy’s and Burger King outlets
here and across the country were
also involved. By 7am ET police had
already arrested some 20 strikers at
Times Square in New York and sev-
eral dozen in Detroit.

In Kansas City workers walked
out of 60 restaurants with more than
50 arrested within ten minutes of
having sat down and linked arms in
an intersection in front of McDon-
ald’s. As the workers were arrested
hundreds of community supporters
stood and watched and chanted “15
and a union”.

Demonstrators, after arrest, were
frequently loaded into police vans
and shipped off for processing.

A worker arrested in Chicago
who said the company has him
doing the work of a qualified appli-
ance repairman for $11 an hour said
he was striking for the future of his
daughter, a full-time college student.
He and his daughter, he said, had to
move recently when they were evict-
ed for non-payment of rent.
People’s World &

ST LOUIS: The Don’t Shoot
Coalition has condemned in a
statement what it says is the retali-
atory arrest of Rasheen Aldridge,
a youth leader and member of
the Ferguson Commission. The
coalition, in its statement, also
objected to what it termed the
widespread targeting of protest
leaders including arresting them
after protests, holding them on
exaggerated charges and putting
24-hour holds on them.

“Numerous activists in our
movement have been followed,
harassed and intimidated by the St
Louis Metropolitan Police and other
local police agencies,” said Michael
T McPhearson, Don’t Shoot co-
chair and executive director of
Veterans For Peace. “The treatment
of Rasheen stands out as politically
motivated in response to his leader-
ship on the ground and as a Fergu-
son Commission member.”

Rasheen Aldridge is only the
most recent and prominent victim,
according to the coalition.

A youth leader involved in
numerous campaigns, Aldridge has
met with Mayor Slay to discuss
city policy changes in the wake of
Michael Brown’s death. He was
also recently appointed to the Gov-
ernor’s Ferguson Commission. And,
on Monday he travelled to Washing-
ton and met with President Obama
about conditions in Ferguson.

On November 25, the day after
the Grand Jury announcement,
Aldridge was part of a protest at
City Hall in which peaceful protes-
tors attempted to enter St Louis City
Hall, a public building that should
have been open. In response to his
activism, the City of St Louis has
put out a summons for his arrest
for allegedly assaulting an officer
while attempting to enter City Hall
that day.

Zach Chasnoft, a former organ-
iser with Missourians Organising
for Reform and Empowerment
(MORE), was also charged with
assaulting an officer for attempting
to enter City Hall. He was arrested
by eight officers while grocery shop-
ping with his wife days after the
protest. After being arrested, the cops
took his handcuffs off and one offic-
er aggressively got in Chasnoff’s
face and urged Chasnoff to punch
him. Chasnoft’s wife was also intim-
idated and harassed by officers while
inside the Schnuck’s grocery store.
Chasnoff was put on a 24-hour hold.

Derek Laney, also of MORE,
was arrested at a protest in front of
the Department of Justice regard-
ing the no indictment for the officer
who choked Eric Garner to death.
Laney was arrested while lying
flat on the ground; now, he is cur-
rently being held without bond on a
24-hour hold for third degree assault
at the St Louis City Justice Centre.

Wes McEnany, president of the
Mid-South Organising Committee
and the Show Me $15 campaign,
was arrested at the Phillips 66 on N
Broadway. As part of the national
fast food strikes, workers were fin-
ishing up a protest last night when
the police came up in riot gear and
started to cuff workers. McEnany
went to talk to the police, who told
him they would arrest everyone
unless McEnany would be arrested.
McEnany was charged with failure
to obey a police officer.

David Whitt, a resident of Can-
field Apartments and co-founder of
the Canfield Watchman Copwatch
group, was riding his bike on the
morning of November 24, the day
that the Grand Jury announced its
decision regarding Officer Wilson.
He pulled over to the side of the
road on his bike. When police drove
by, they arrested him, saying they
stopped him for failure to wear a
bicycle helmet. He was charged,
however, with disrupting traffic.

“The Don’t Shoot Coalition
calls on Mayor Slay and all law
enforcement leaders to control their
police forces,” said McPhearson.
“Those who ‘serve and protect’
must demonstrate a greater respect
for democratic rights. It’s time to
drop all charges against protesters
and stop targeting perceived politi-
cal leaders.” said McPhearson.
People’s World &

Region Briefs

The Japanese Communist Party (JCP) held a meeting to discuss
its campaign policy for the upcoming election this month. The
Party announced that 39 of its candidates would run for the elec-
tion. The JCP Chairman Shii said that the JCP would continue to
oppose Prime Minister Abe’s policies to increase the consump-
tion tax, operate nuclear power stations, build new US military
bases in Okinawa, and practise the collective self-defence right.
Shii pointed out that the Party had worked hard with the people,
and it had received favourable responses. He said, "Let's have
confidence in these changes and achieve a major advance in
the election by attracting voters who want to put an end to Abe’s
runaway policies and change the political direction of Japan”.

The biggest elections in Taiwan’s history were held on November
27. They included the selection of municipal mayors, county
chiefs, city councillors, and village leaders for 11,130 positions
in one day. In the legislative organisation the Democratic
Progressive Party won 13 seats, the Kuomintang Party won
only six seats, and independent candidates won three seats.

Three hundred people were made sick and 50 of them were
sent to hospital on November 29 after a tanker ship dumped
its chemical waste into a drainage system near Mumbai,
India. Police are investigating the chemicals and look-
ing for the tanker owner. India currently lacks facilities and
security means to prevent industrial incidents that harm the people.

On December 1, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying said at a press conference that the Chinese
and Hong Kong governments oppose interference in Hong
Kong’s domestic issues by the UK House of Commons’ del-
egation. This was why the Chinese government refused the
delegations’ access to Hong Kong. She continued, “China has
many times expressed its firm opposition to any foreign govern-
ment, organisation or persons interfering in Hong Kong'’s affairs.”

On December 2, Vietnam celebrated the 70th anniversary of
the Vietnam People’s Army in Cao Bang where it was found-
ed by Ho Chi Minh. Vietnamese Defence Minister General
Phung Quang Thanh called on the army to continue to fol-
low the Party’s leadership and serve the people. A number of
related activities were held, including art competitions, work-
er honorary meetings and free eye treatment for the poor.

According to CareerBuilder’s recent survey in which 1,000 workers
aged 18-70 participated, 55 percent of Indian workers have been
bullied at work, most of them due to false accusations (33 percent)
and constant criticism (31 percent) by employers and senior col-
leagues. For the workers who confronted bullying, 17 percent of
them said that bullying had become worse. CareerBuilder human
Resources Vice President Rosemary Haefner said that “Many
of the workers who have experienced bullying do not confront
the bully or decide not to report the incidents which can prolong
a negative work experience that leads some to leave their jobs”
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What price a life?

What price a life? Well if you are
investigating the triple industrial
deaths at the Grocon building
site in Swanson Street, Carlton
because of a wall collapse, would
you believe $83,333.

Workplace safety records have
gone backwards since the mid-1990s,
governments of a perverse persua-
sion turning a blind eye to the killing
and maiming of workers. Grocon has

one of the worst safety records of any
building company in Australia.

But it is the flavour of the time
with the union bashing Abbott gov-
ernment! Multinational companies
such as Mirvac have condemned
Grocon on safety on their sites. Over
the last five years over 34,105 safety
breaches have been recorded with
this company being very high in the
listing.

Dominic McCarthy, Mirvac’s
project manager, wrote Grocon have
little regard for their workers’ safety
and went on to state safety breaches
were evident and their management
chose to deliberately and belliger-
ently act in an irresponsible manner.

Grocon’s executive chair Daniel
Grollo and directors — one of whom
is his wife — said they deeply regret
this loss of life. The CFMEU, which
covers this worksite have been fined
$1.25 million for doing their job
in protesting against this grubby

Letters / Culture & Life

company’s safety record. Mrs Grocon
made a statement that the wall may
have been sabotaged! Only the union
royal commission and Abbott could
believe that statement after the evi-
dence shown above.
Allan Hamilton
Riverina

Clever country indeed

A top Australian CSIRO chem-
ist and a Nobel Prize contender
has been made redundant by the
organisation. The leading scien-
tific research organisation in Aus-
tralia has been bled for years now.
The Abbott government seems to
be very keen to completely destroy
it through slashing its funding. I
believe the CSIRO staff associa-
tion reported that job cuts were
much higher than expected and
that about 900 positions would be

cut by June next year.

I heard the story of Dr San Thang
on ABC radio (not surprised that the
ABC is under threat also!). While he
was very diplomatic on the radio and
said he appreciated the opportunity
he’d had of working for almost 30
years as a researcher. At present he is
doing an unpaid honorary fellowship
and he continues working mainly
with PhD students.

Well, I do not feel as generous
and diplomatic as the esteemed sci-
entist and just want to know why the
government is destroying the very
scientific foundations of the country.
They are talking about “efficiency”,
“productivity” and all that. How
“efficient” is the destruction of the
scientific body with a proven track
record in research? Do the “great
thinkers” in the government stop to
think about how much time will be
needed to restore what they have
destroyed?

Guardian

Education is becoming increas-
ingly hard to get, what is the future
of Australia as a country going to be?
Uneducated, uninformed, disunited,
manipulated by the spin doctors of
the ruling class? Little consumers
who will be barracking for Team
Australia? Clever country indeed!

And I bet my bottom dollar that
if there is an achievement in science
or technology, all those politicians
will be the first to organise a photo
opportunity for themselves. The
money they spend on self-promotion
would be better spent supporting real
scientists doing real research.

Mati English
Sydney

Cult

by
Rob Gow

A concept

fo live

Looking through Gleebooks Summer Read-
ing Guide, distributed with The Sydney
Morning Herald, 1 noticed that the new
Summer releases from Penguin Pocket
Classics include The Communist Manifesto
by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. (It’s
priced at $16.99 from Gleebooks in a hand-
some hard-backed edition designed by
graphic designer Coralie Bickford-Smith
and is being touted as a “great Christmas
gift”, but if you just want the Manifesto
without the fancy wrappings, the CPA will
sell that to you for $5 plus postage.) In
the Summer Reading Guide it’s lumped in
with other “classics” by such Woody Allen
favourites as Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, and
Freud (not to mention Marcus Aurelius and
Machiavelli), but the significant point is
that only Marx and Engel’s work has been
subjected to a deliberate effort to erase its
content from human consciousness.

From the moment it appeared, before the
middle of the 19th century, The Communist
Manifesto has been subjected to unprecedented
denunciations, bans, wholesale book burnings
and criminalisation, as well as a never-
ending campaign of vilification, distortion
and misrepresentation. Some of the worst
misrepresentation came from people who
were galvanised by its revolutionary message
but could not be bothered (or did not want) to
comprehend the elaboration of the authors’
ideas in their other writings.

One who did comprehend all of what
they were saying was Vladimir Ilyich Lenin,
Marx’s greatest follower and the most profound
elaborator of his ideas. Despite a century and

a half of being largely ignored by the capitalist
mass media, which normally only mentions
Marxist classics in order to sneer at them or
to lie about them, the concept of an alternative
type of society and the revolutionary means of
achieving it that Marx and Engels advanced
still grips the minds of millions of people.

It underlies the anti-imperialist struggle
all over the world, and motivates the leading
political forces in much of South and Central
America, southern Africa and Asia. No wonder
Gleebooks can recommend it as a Christmas
gift.

Philip Pullman’s ingenious and very anti-
organised-religion fantasy trilogy His Dark
Materials is an excellent read which ends with
the people of Earth going to war with Heaven!
The movie adaptation never advanced to the
second of the intended three films due to
opposition from reactionary Christian groups in
the US. Pullman’s latest book, The Good Man
Jesus And The Scoundrel Christ, a retelling
of the life of Jesus, has been remaindered by
Gleebooks from $32.95 down to $13.95. No
doubt, fundamentalist Christian sects in the US
are patting themselves on the back for having
dealt a blow to the “Godless Anti-Christ”, but
Pullman is a clever, thoughtful and serious
writer who deserves better.

Malcolm Fraser was always the spokesman
for Australian manufacturing and rural capital.
He helped carry out the coup against Whitlam
on behalf of US intelligence agencies and the
State Department, but since leaving office has
become increasingly outspoken in his criticism
of US aggression which he sees as benefiting
them not us.
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Unlike Tony Abbott, he sees no benefit to
Australian business from blindly following
US war plans. His latest book, Dangerous
Allies, published by Melbourne University
Press examines the Australian ruling class’
preferred foreign policy position of relying on
an imperialist power to provide our defence,
previously Britain and nowadays the USA.
Fraser, who knows first-hand how the US
operates, thinks we should abandon the policy
that is the cornerstone of both the Liberal and
Labor parties, the “US alliance”. Just one more
reason why top Libs really don’t like Fraser
any more.

However, with Tony Abbott outrageously
singing the praises of fossil fuels before the
whole world, and causing even the right-wing
entourages of both the British PM and the US
President to view him as an ignorant hillbilly
and to take steps to distance themselves from
him, the divisions within capitalism are all
too evident. What to do to halt the greenhouse
effect and consequent global warming is the
catalyst for much of this division. Another
book in the Gleebooks Guide illustrates this:
Six Capitals by Jane Gleeson-White, subtitled
The Revolution Capitalism Has To Have, shows
that she is certainly no follower of Marx.

But even a supporter of capitalism like
Gleeson-White has come to the conclusion
that the focus of corporations has to move
away from “profit maximisation and towards
becoming accountable for their impact on
the natural and social environments”. That
runs counter to the very essence of capitalism
itself, and, like her plea for governments and
corporations to acknowledge that nature is a

key component of economics and business,
will fall largely on deaf ears. That such notions
are being voiced around at all is significant,
illustrating the breadth of the crisis within
capitalism.

The Great Depression of the 1930s rattled
capitalism badly, but with policies borrowed
in many cases from the Communists and the
left-social democrats, and aided by the arms
race as the world headed towards WW2,
global capitalism was able to claw its way out
of the abyss. The War changed its fortunes
completely, but despite numerous (profitable)
wars since, capitalism has continued to suffer
crises, most notably the Global Financial Crisis
of only a couple of years ago. The GFC has left
the US economy as well as several European
economies in a seriously stressed state.

What is worrying the pundits of capitalism
is to what extent the ideas of Marx and Engels
will find new readers, new activists, as the
global economic situation declines further.
They lampoon the concept of socialism and
workers’ revolution, but they know Socialism
works and that workers can successfully run a
country without bosses. They fear the reaction
of the working class as the situation declines;
they fear that the workers might move to take
control of the economy.

That is why reactionary governments
everywhere are making laws to clamp down on
democratic rights and on trade union rights in
particular. They’re not aimed at “outlaw bikies”
but at you and me.

Long live Marxism-Leninism! Have a good
festive season and a happy, revolutionary New
Year! &
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Sunday December 14 -
Saturday January 10

This being the final issue of the
Guardian for 2014, the following
is an extended Worth Watching to
cover programs into the new year.

ntiques Roadshow (ABC

Sundays at 7.40pm) has
been running for so many years you
would think that there couldn’t be
any undiscovered treasures left in
Britain, but you’d be wrong.

In this week’s episode (on
December 14), Fiona and the
Antiques Roadshow experts return
to Wightwick Manor near Wolver-
hampton, given to the nation in 1937
by its wealthy owner. Discoveries
include two drawings by Turner,
including one found recently in the
manor itself, and objects owned by
the last survivor of the Titanic which
had to be sold to pay for the cost of
care home accommodation.

fter The Wave (SBS ONE

Sunday December 14 at
8.30pm) is an Australian documen-
tary about the role played in Thailand
by a crack team of forensic experts
from the Australian Federal Police in
identifying the thousands of bodies
left by the Boxing Day Tsunami in
2004. The tsunami claimed a stagger-
ing 228,000 victims across 13 coun-
tries in a matter of minutes.

As forensic squads from more
than 30 countries arrived on the
ground, many with an interest in only
their own citizens, chaos threatened
to break out. A united effort amongst
worldwide forensic squads, expertly
negotiated and led by the Austral-
ian and Thai teams, saw the even-
tual identification and return of over
4,000 loved ones to their families in
40 different countries over five years.

Crisis: Miracle In The

jungle (ABC Sunday
December 14 at 8.30pm) is the story
of 40-year-old Australian backpacker
and “adventurer” Hayden Adcock
who in 2008 went for a bushwalk
alone in the jungle of Laos, got lost,
almost died and was rescued by a
very large number of Laotian villag-
ers who hacked their way to where
he was lying and carried him out
using makeshift ladders made from
bamboo tied together with vines.

I found the film only fitfully
interesting although it is quite com-

petently done.
Kris Kringle (ABC
Wednesday December
17 at 8pm) is a special Christmas-

themed episode of the popular panel

game. Among the dubious new facts
and esoteric bits of information to be
gleaned from it is the news that in the
US Santa has been removed from the
list of the richest fictional characters
because Santa is real!

turned off How To Find

The Perfect Flatmate (ABC
Wednesday December 17 at
9.30pm) because it was, put simply,
tedious. The film follows several
people in London as they search for
either a flat to share or someone to
share their flat. Certainly, trying to
prove you would be fun to live with
can be more stressful than a job inter-
view. But it doesn’t necessarily make
enthralling television.

During the Middle Ages, cre-

ating religious “relics” was
an easy way to part the gullible from
their coins. One such is the so-called
“Titulus Crucis”, a small piece of
wood that supposedly hung on the
cross of Christ announcing his name
and crime, and is now displayed in
a church in Rome, despite the fact
that carbon dating in 2002 appeared
to confirm that it was in fact another
mediaeval fake.

The Quest For The True Cross
(SBS ONE Sunday December 21 at
7.30pm) is the story of German his-
torian Michael Hesemann’s 15 year
quest to prove that the Titulus Crucis
is authentic (he dismisses the carbon
dating tests as “botched”).

Church archives in Rome don’t
trace it back before the late 1400s.
But Hesemann is relying on accounts
by early Christian pilgrims of the
Roman empress Helena finding
pieces of Christ’s cross, including
the Titulus Crucis, in the 4th century
AD (after 400 years? Sure she did.).

Hesemann, not surprisingly,
found the evidence “overwhelming”.
Some people will believe anything.

iracle In The Storm is

being given another airing
in the Crisis slot (ABC2 Sunday
December 21 at 8.30pm). If you
didn’t catch it the last time it was
shown, it is worth a look.

It’s the story of what happened
in north-western NSW in February,
2007 when German paraglider Ewa
Wisnierska was sucked up 10,000
metres into a massive thunderstorm.
Unconscious and in a hibernation-
like state, she circled until accumu-
lating ice collapsed her glider and she
plummeted 3,000 metres, but miracu-
lously it reopened and, woken by the
jolt, she was able to pilot herself to
safety.

n the documentary Don’t

Panic: The Truth About
Population (SBS ONE Sunday
December 21 at 9.30pm), Swedish
statistician Professor Hans Rosling
reveals that the global challenge of
rapid population growth, the so-
called population explosion, has
already been overcome. In just 50
years the average number of children
born per woman has plummeted from
5 to just 2.5 and is still falling fast.
Projections for a few generations'
time show world population growth
levelling off completely.

At the same time, globally the
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proportion of people in extreme pov-
erty is the lowest ever, and now the
UN is setting itself the goal of eradi-
cating extreme poverty completely
within the next 20 years. (They’re
talking about extreme poverty, not
poverty.)

lown Away (ABC Tuesday

December 23 at 8:30pm)
examines the record of one of the
worst natural disasters in Australia’s
history, Cyclone Tracy which 40
years ago destroyed Darwin.

The paternalistic approach of
federal authorities in Canberra is
shown to have been sadly out of
touch with the people of Darwin who
treated some of the southerners’ gran-
diose plans with the contempt they
deserved. Reflecting today’s atti-
tudes, the film also gives more atten-
tion to the Indigenous community
than was done at the time. Even so,
1 found the assertions of a couple of
the Aboriginal men that the cyclone
was sent by the “spirits” as a protest
against what was being done to the
Indigenous population more than a
wee bit unfortunate.

lephants are very intelli-
gent, so it is not surprising
that they react well to music. In the
documentary Music For Elephants
(SBS ONE Tuesday December 23
at 8.35pm) British concert-pianist
Paul Barton from Yorkshire plays
the works of the world’s great com-
posers to endangered Asian elephants
and reveals their secret love of music.
They trumpet, curl their trunks,
dance, even accompany him on the
piano. But it’s the music’s therapeutic
effects that are truly extraordinary.
Continued on page 12
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Organised crime is big busi-
ness, and the profits from it
fund all sorts of “legitimate” busi-
ness activity by capitalists who are
more interested in the money than in
where it came from. Attempts to curb
organised crime (especially in the
US) have always been half-hearted,
lest they reveal too much of the con-
nections between business and the
underworld (and between govern-
ment and the Intelligence community

and the underworld).

Hollywood, which has had a
long and profitable relationship with
organised crime (from laundering
money to labour racketeering), has
popularised the mobster lifestyle in
film after film.

Over three consecutive nights,
ABC?2 will screen Francis Ford Cop-
pola’s adaptation of Mario Puzo’s
novel The Godfather (ABC2 Tril-
ogy screening from Wednesday,
December 24 to Friday, Decem-
ber 26 at 9.00pm). The film tells
the story of the “life and times” of
a Mafia patriarch, played by Marlon
Brando. The first film in the trilogy
won three Academy Awards, for Best
Picture, Best Actor (Brando) and
Best Adapted Screenplay. Part 11, on
Christmas Day at 9.00pm, received
six Academy Awards including Best
Picture of 1974.

t is ten years since the Boxing

Day tsunami of 2004 which
killed almost 230,000 people from
over 50 countries, so it is not surpris-
ing that we have a second film on the
subject, Tsunami: Survivors’ Sto-
ries (ABC Tuesday December 30
at 8:30pm). This one selects a tiny
handful of those who didn’t perish to
illustrate how the survivors continue
to live with its consequences.

The filmmakers have gone for a
“small and intimate” approach, but
with dubious success. One chiefly
notices how unimaginative it is, as
it follows people around while they
try to remember whether this is the
shop their mother got out of the car
to go into just as the wave hit. It is
also notable for the number of times
people become tearful during it, but
that is more understandable, given
the subject matter.

appy (ABC2 Wednesday

December 31 at 8.30pm)
is a pretentious piece of claptrap that
“leads viewers on a journey across
five continents in search of the keys
to happiness”.

Director Roko Belic’s feature-
length documentary purports to
address “many of the fundamental
issues we face in today’s society:
how do we balance the allure of
money, fame and social status with
our needs for strong relationships,
health and personal fulfilment?”” His
answer is to fill the film with happy

poor people or such “experts” as the
Dalai Lama.

Happy was developed under the
Creative Visions Foundation, which
“supports Creative Activists who use
the power of media and the arts to
effect positive change in the world”.
Don’t do away with poverty, just
ensure that poor people are happy.

herlock Holmes was a prod-

uct of the times and the late
19th century society in which his
creator, Conan Doyle, lived. Sci-
entific crime detection was almost
unknown, and the very cerebral
Holmes was a fascinating personali-
ty. The definitive portrayal of Doyle’s
hero was given by Jeremy Brett in
the splendid 1984 TV adaptation for
Granada Television.

So popular did Doyle’s fictional
detective become that visitors to
London still go in search of his Baker
Street address. The commercial allure
of the Sherlock Holmes name was
(and is) so great that more than one
attempt has been made over the years
to create modern detective stories (or
films or TV series) with him as the
detective. There was a notable series
of feature films in the early 1940s
with Basil Rathbone as Holmes, in
which the famous sleuth tackled such
unlikely foes as Nazi spies!

To take Doyle’s creation and
stick him in a different time and set-
ting, with different police methods,
different and more sophisticated
forensic techniques, even a different
criminal underworld, always seemed
to me to be a blatantly commercial
exercise. All the producers of such
shows wanted was the commercial
pull of the Holmes name: it would be
easier to sell than an original detec-
tive of their own creation.

The modern series Sherlock
(ABC Sundays from January 4
at 8:40pm) stars Benedict Cumber-
batch as the great detective. But it
is not Doyle and they should have
thought of their own name for the
character. Jeremy Brett’s portrayal
remains unchallenged.

iblings Kate and William

Spicer have another brother,
Tom, who has Fragile X Syndrome,
a form of autism. His dream is to
meet Lars Ulrich, the drummer with
rock band Metallica, and his siblings
promise to make it happen, with
hopes of good times and bonding
on the road trip. But, although the
image of a rock band on tour is of
half a dozen guys tripping around
the country, the reality is that the
recording industry and the stadium
concert industry are both BIG busi-
ness, as the incredible number of
people backstage at a Metallica con-
cert attests.

Mission To Lars (ABC2 Tues-
day January 6 at 9.20pm) is the
story of Kate and William’s efforts
to secure a meeting for Tom with his
idol. It is a tale of dogged pursuit
and thwarted hopes until the touch-
ing finale.

Professor Brian Cox must be

one of the best-known aca-
demics in the world thanks to his
part in television science programs
and BBC panel games. His new five-
part series Human Universe (ABC
Wednesdays from January 7 at
8.30pm) is nothing less than the story
of humanity, told through some big
questions: How did the human brain
arise and why did we develop con-
sciousness? Will our search for alien
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life be successful, or are we alone?
What drove humans, alone of all spe-
cies, to launch out into space?

In seeking to answer some of
these questions, Cox goes to Cos-
monaut City, the Russian training
facility for those going into space,
and he gazes reverently at the auto-
graph book that all cosmonauts and
astronauts sign in what was once the
room of Yuri Gagarin. He also joins
a team awaiting the touch-down in
Kazakhstan of a three-man crew
from the International Space Station,
a sequence which reminds us that the
supplying and resupplying of the ISS
is done using Russian rockets and
Soyuz capsules.

Cox’s programs are intelligent,
soundly based in science and inform-
ative. He enjoys popularising science
without talking down to his audience.

crappers (ABC Wednesdays

from January 7 at 9:30pm)
should have been an interesting doc-
umentary series. After all, it’s about
a husband and wife team in the UK
who own a multi-million pound
scrap-yard business. They employ a
motley crew of misfits who would not
easily find employment elsewhere.

Unfortunately, it is typical “real-
ity TV”, that is, it is like a soap opera
with real people. A fictional drama
based on their situation, however,
would I am sure have been more
engaging. Much of this series is like
eavesdropping on your neighbours
arguing. I found it easy to lose inter-
est in it.

tory Club (ABC2 Wednes-

days from January 7 at
10.00pm) is a sort of stand-up
comedy show performed sitting
down. The performer reads his or her
monologue ostensibly from the book
open on their lap but really from the
teleprompter in front of them.

Episode one features a reminis-
cence about judging a TV talent show
from Ian “Dicko” Dickson and a rant,
rather than a reminiscence, from Zoé
Norton Lodge. Filmed at the Giant
Dwarf Theatre, the audience laughs
far more often than I did. But then,
they had probably paid for tickets and
were determined to get their money’s
worth.

Labyrinth is a two-part mini-

series (ABC Thursdays
from January 8 at 8.30pm) that fol-
lows two women — medieval Alais
Pelletier du Mas (Jessica Brown
Findlay), who lives through the Cru-
sades and the Cathar massacres in
medieval France, and modern-day
Alice Tanner (Vanessa Kirby) — in
their quest to find the Holy Grail
(aren’t people in shows like this
always looking for the Holy Grail?).

The series moved the critic of
Britain’s prestigious newspaper
The Guardian to mirth: “Inflate thy
balloons and unsheathe thy mint
Viscounts, for here is Labyrinth to
remind us of the unique joy of the
shonkily realised international cos-
tume epic. A two-part German-South
African co-production based on the
bestselling Kate Mosse novel, it’s a
window-rattling potboiler bubbling
with ancient religious conspiracies,
comely medieval wenches, comely
21st-century academics, fogbanks of
swirly past-times skulduggery, evil
pharmaceutical CEOs in 10 denier
tights, priapic chevaliers and, verily,
a script that does dance a merry jig
upon the very phizog of credibility. It
is, ’ow you say, cobblers.” &

Guardian

The Godfather (ABC2 Trilogy screening from Wednesday, December 24 to
Friday, December 26 at 9.00pm).

|

Alais (Jessica Brown-Findlay) and Alice (Vanessa Kirby) — Labyrinth (ABC
Thursdays from January 8 at 8.30pm)

Sherlock (ABC Sundays from January 4 at 8:40pm) stars Benedict
Cumberbatch as the great detective.
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