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The Abbott government has extended the
term of the Royal Commission into trade
unions until the end of 2015, bringing the
cost to taxpayers of this political witch-hunt
to a whopping $61 million. Royal Commis-
sioner Dyson Heydon will issue an interim
report by the end of 2014. In a letter to
Attorney-General George Brandis, Heydon
claimed: “The inquiry thus far has revealed
evidence of criminal conduct which includes
widespread instances of physical and verbal
violence, cartel conduct, secondary boy-
cotts, contempt of court and other insti-
tutional orders and the encouragement of
others to commit these contempts.”

The 12-month extension is just as political
as the rest of the inquiry. It is aimed at provid-
ing a constant flow of anti-union material for
the whole of 2015, a year in which Queensland
and NSW hold state elections. The final report
looks set to be released early 2016, in the lead-
up to the federal elections.

So far the public hearings have fed the
media with a constant flow of accusations
including credit card misuse, union corruption,
intimidation, slush funds, violence and links
with organised crime.

Needless to say, the dangerous reality of
working on construction sites, the high death
toll, serious injuries, and failure to pay work-
ers their legal entitlements are not being
investigated.

Political aims

A Royal Commission is not needed to
investigate criminal activities by individuals. It
gives the impression that such activity by trade
unionists is endemic and systemic and hurts
the reputation of the overwhelming majority
of highly committed and hard working union
officials. It is the job of police to investigate
criminal activity and there are already adequate
laws to do this.

The government’s real aims are political.
They include:
+ Criminalising legitimate trade union
activity — e.g. legitimate action taken to
pressure employers when bargaining is
treated as “coercion” or “bullying”
Destroying the reputation of the trade union
movement in the eyes of members and other
workers and undermining trust between
workers and union officials
Providing a justification for the next round
of savage anti-union laws and to strengthen
the draconian powers of the Australian
Building and Construction Commission
(ABCC) to police and hound workers and
trade unions in the industry
Placing tighter controls on trade union
funds such as banning or requiring

membership ballots before spending money

on donations, political activity, etc.

Damaging the Labor Party, claiming that it

is controlled by trade unions

Deregistering the Construction division of

the CFMEU and seize its assets

+ Reducing or removing trade union
representation on industry superannuation
funds to give absolute control to private
financial institutions.

Attack on industry
super funds

The question of who governs superannua-
tion funds is an important one for workers. The
finance sector has been lobbying the govern-
ment for some time so that it can get complete
control of the industry funds that were set up
by trade unions. The governing boards make
important decisions about the types of invest-
ments and which investment houses will handle
the investments. They also make decisions as
fees and member services, which insurance
company is engaged, etc.

Cbus, which has $27 billion in members’
funds, has been under attack in the Commission
for an alleged breach of privacy — data about

members in a particular workplace being given
to the CFMEU. The largest industry fund is
Australian Super with $78 billion in assets and
two million members.

At present, the boards have equal trade
union and employer representation with an
agreed independent chair. The lobbying by
financial institutions (banks, insurance compa-
nies, investment houses) for control appears to
have been effective.

PM Abbott has got stuck into industry
super funds worth $250 billion for creating a
“gravy train” for union officials who sit on their
boards — a wild, unsubstantiated assertion to
damage the funds and union representatives.

In 2005, the Howard government intro-
duced “choice” of superannuation funds, but
workers stuck with their industry funds and
failed to cross over to the private retail funds
as hoped by Howard. “This change is expected
to provide employees with a greater sense of
ownership over their retirement savings,” the
government claimed. He didn’t explain how
losing their elected representatives gave them
“a greater sense of ownership”!

The Coalition is looking at a three-way
split to dilute the role of unions and provide
more room for “independent” directors from
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the finance sector. This proposition has noth-
ing to do with performance; the not-for-profit
industry funds with their lower fees consist-
ently outperform the retail funds. The aim is to
give the retail funds and finance sector control
of these funds so that they can direct invest-
ments and benefits in a manner that enhances
their interests.

After all, the aim of the private retail funds
is to make profits, investing members’ savings
is the vehicle for profit-making. That is why
the industry funds outperform the retail ones.

Toll on families

The Commission is already making a
mark in blackening the name of the CFMEU
and stereotyping CFMEU members and offi-
cials as criminals and corrupt. They are facing
incredible pressures, including those who have
not appeared before the Commission. It has
damaged relationships and children have come
under attack at school because a parent works
for the CFMEU.

A climate of fear is being created. The
human toll of innocent, hard working unionists
is mounting. They have no means of clearing
their names or that of the union.

Continued on page 2
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Commercialisation agenda on ABC

Remember Tony Abbott’s pre-election promise not to cut the
ABC? It went up in smoke just like his promises on Medicare,
education and pensions. The ABC has already been subjected to
cuts and is struggling to maintain its quality broadcasting. Treasurer
Joe Hockey’s 2014-15 budget contains a one percent cut to base
funding, with the promise of more to come. The Coalition cancelled
the ABC’s $220 million, 10-year contract with the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) to run the Asia Pacific television
service, Australia Network.

This was in the first year of its contract. The Australia Network
provided an important, non-commercial service to the region, reach-
ing audiences in 44 countries across parts of Asia, the Pacific and
India. The renewal of the ABC’s contract was controversial at
the time with Rupert Murdoch confident that his Sky would get
the contract. Murdoch, whose media campaigned hard and dirty
to have Tony Abbott elected, must be feeling more relaxed and
comfortable now with his competitor out of the way.

In July, the government appointed Janet Albrechtsen and Neil
Brown, two strong ABC critics and supporters of the Liberal gov-
ernment, to the panel of three that recommends appointments to
the ABC Board. To make matters worse the Abbott government has
announced the appointment of Peter Lewis to the Board. Lewis is
the former chief financial officer of Seven West Media and Southern
Cross Austereo. He conducted the government’s efficiency review
of the ABC.

“Mr Lewis’s background is in commercial media finance —
skills which are totally unsuited to the governing board of a public
broadcaster and the country’s foremost cultural institution,” Glenys
Stradijot, ABC Friends national spokesperson said. “Mr Lewis’s
appointment appears to be a reward for him having devised a
blueprint for how the ABC should be cut. It also looks to be an
attempt by the government to impose an agenda of commercialisa-
tion on the ABC. Peter Lewis should never have been appointed to
conduct a review of the ABC due to his recent employment in senior
roles with media companies that are competitors of the ABC. It is
even worse that someone with such a clear potential for conflict of
interest has been appointed to the broadcaster’s governing board.”

In addition to cancelling the Australia Network, the Board is
considering closing down a number of current affairs/news pro-
grams. In particular, Lateline, The Business, which follows it and
the Friday night state editions of 7.30 such as 7.30 NSW and 7.30
Victoria — which air during prime viewing time. It is also looking
at cutting ABC radio programs including The World Today, which
airs for 50 minutes on local radio and Radio National at lunch time
on weekdays. Every cut, every cancellation means highly skilled
and experience employees are sacked.

The atmosphere and morale at the ABC is taking a hit. Those
who still have jobs live in fear of being next in line. This is taking
a heavy toll on some of the ABC’s top current affairs programs
and its news services, acting as a gag on featuring material that
might upset the Abbott government.

Emma Alberici’s assault on Wassim Doureihi from the Hizb
ut-Tahrir during the Lateline program on October 8 was appall-
ing. She started by reporting that Abbott wanted to put a ban on
the radical Islamic organisation Hizb ut-Tahrir, “We’ve invited
you here tonight to help Australians better understand what it is
that you stand for.” She then asked if his organisation supported
the murderous campaign being waged by Islamic State fighters.
Immediately after asking the question and failing to receive a
simple yes or no answer, Alberici jumped down his throat in the
most aggressive manner. This aggression and constant interrupting
continued, with Alberici appearing increasingly out of control. The
audience was definitely not going to gain any understanding of his
organisation’s views.

Alberici could hardly have done more to inflame hatred and
please Abbott, and he was very pleased with her “interview” calling
her a “patriot”. She may have saved a program called Lateline,
but not its integrity. As for saving the ABC, she has put another
nail in its coffin.

PRESS FUND
The huge profits that the former NSW State Lotteries made
for the state were lost to the private sector after it was sold.
Nevertheless, former NSW Premier Bob Carr described the sale
as one of his great “victories”. He believed that privatisation
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Permanent work

“Together we can stop insecure
work” was the catch cry of World
Day for Decent Work (WDDW)
which saw over one million people
join together on the day of global
action on social media. The suc-
cessful social media event was
organised by IndustriALL Global
Unions who represent millions of
workers from over 140 countries.
The Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) is an
affiliate union to IndustriALL.
To coincide with this global day
of protest against insecure jobs, Ged
Kearney, president of the ACTU
launched a campaign attacking the
ever increasing casualisation of
Australia’s workforce. Next month
the ACTU is preparing to lodge a
claim with the Fair Work Commis-
sion to have a clause entered into the

modern awards that will allow casual
employees to become permanent.

The ACTU submission would not
apply to genuine casuals such as stu-
dents working irregular shifts in bars
or restaurants — instead its main focus
would be on some of the 2.2 million
people who are permanent workers in
every way except by name.

Kearney said it was “unfair that
casual employees who worked regu-
lar shifts and rosters missed out on
sick leave and annual holidays”.

Kearney responded to criticism
about the costs to employers saying
that “employers already pay casual
workers a loading to make up for
them not having sick or holiday pay
— so making people permanent will
simply give workers those entitle-
ments at no extra cost.”

Australia’s 2.2 million casual

workers, who made up 19 percent of
the workforce, were not just “tools
for employers.” Ms Kearney said,
“The insecurity of their work makes
it difficult to get bank loans, rent
properties and access other employ-
ment opportunities.”

The AMWU is supporting this
important reform with AMWU
national secretary, Paul Bastian stat-
ing that the reform is “long overdue
and too many Australian workers
have suffered as a consequence of not
having the security that permanent
work gives.”

Mr Bastian also criticised oppo-
nents saying that “Institutions needed
to keep pace with the rapidly evolv-
ing workforce and economy.” &

On October 9, protests on Nauru
have dramatically escalated. Up to
600 people broke out of the family
detention compound OPC 3 just
after midnight.

There was fighting between
asylum seekers and security guards
and it is believed that a number of
asylum seekers have been arrested
by Nauruan police.

The escalated protests followed
an Australian immigration officer
again telling the asylum seekers,
“You can’t go to Australia, you must
go to Cambodia.”

Protests have also escalated in
OPC 2 — the single men’s deten-
tion camp. Up to 200 people were
involved in the protest. The hunger
strike, suspended for two days
pending discussions with immigra-
tion officers, has started again.

“Day to day, night to night, the

situation on Nauru is getting more
serious for us,” one asylum seeker
told the Refugee Action Coalition.

There was also another self-
harm incident involving ingesting
washing powder, while another
man, who attempted suicide by
hanging, remains in a serious
condition.

The asylum seekers have also
been enraged by recent Immigration
Department promises to improve
the conditions, such as food and
water, in the family camp. “They
think they can deceive us,” one
asylum seeker told the Refugee
Action Coalition, “It is hypocrisy
to say they are improving services
while denying our future.”

On October 4, around 90
asylum seekers, mostly Burmese,
Bangladeshi and Iranian, went
on a hunger strike. Hundreds are

maintaining a 24 hour protest and
vigil at the gates of OPC 2.

On October 5, around 60 of
those found to be refugees held
another demonstration in front of
the Save the Children offices. The
refugees have rejected Immigration
Minister Scott Morrison’s claims
that Save the Children workers have
been involved in coaching asylum
seekers to make false complaints or
encourage self-harm.

“The government accuses eve-
ryone, to try and save themselves,”
RAC was told.

Meanwhile, the unaccompanied
minors released from the family
detention camp after protests and
self-harm incidents inside the camp,
have been warned by the Immigra-
tion Department not to become
involved in any protests outside the
detention camp. &
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Continued from page 1

Employers given
immunity

In 1980, then PM Malcolm
Fraser set up a Royal Commission
into the activities of the Painters
and Dockers Union, amidst similar
claims of violence, thuggery and
criminal conduct. John Howard was
Treasurer at the time and did not hide
the Coalition’s agenda. The aim was
to use the Commission’s revelations
to destroy the reputation of the whole
trade union movement and to hurt the
Labor Party with its strong associa-
tion with trade unions. It would also
provide an excuse for anti-union leg-
islation. Fraser was thrown out in the
1983 elections. Hopefully, the same
fate awaits Abbott in 2016.

Royal Commissioner Frank
Costigan was no Liberal Party stooge
and looked into the evidence a little
too deeply for the government’s
liking. His investigations into the
activities of the Painters and Dock-
ers led him to organised crime in
general, which was linked to massive
money laundering and tax evasion
rackets, including the “Bottom of
the Harbour” scams. Some very big
names, a number with connections to
the Liberal Party, in fact some of the
Party’s biggest donors, surfaced as
the inquiry went well beyond union
corruption claims.

The Commission was quietly
closed down but Howard was forced
to bring in retrospective legislation to
reform the tax system.

This time round, pursuing simi-
lar anti-union objectives, the Abbott

government is not making the same
mistake. The terms of reference
exclude investigation into employ-
er corruption, criminal and other
activities.

Act now

The Royal Commission into trade
unions should be shut down and the
money redirected to socially useful
purposes. It is important to lobby and
convince as many cross-bench Sena-
tors and Labor Senators and MPs as
possible to oppose Abbott’s ABCC
legislation and to have the existing
legislation repealed.

It requires a strong and militant
trade union movement working with
the community to defeat the Abbott
government’s attack on unions and
its austerity measures. &

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund
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Government still pursving
Medicare co-payment

Peter Mac

Last week, the Abbott government
tried to blackmail the Labor oppo-
sition into supporting its suspend-
ed budget items in order to pay
for Australia’s participation in the
new Middle East war, for which
the Labor leadership had blindly
offered bipartisan support.

One of those items was the
scheme to charge patients Medi-
care co-payment fees, including a
$7 fee for GP visits. To date Labor,
the Greens and the Palmer United
Party have blocked the scheme, but
the government is still keen to push
ahead.

NSW Health Department report
obtained by the state Labor opposi-
tion last week revealed that charg-
ing a $6 GP co-payment fee would
result in the state’s public hospital
emergency departments being flood-
ed with an extra 500,000 patients. It
would also cost the state an extra $80
million per annum, and federal health
allocations to the states have already
been cut.

The report confirmed warnings
from three Sydney public hospitals
that their emergency departments
would be overwhelmed due to the
co-payment scheme, and that poor
people, children and the elderly
would be worst affected.

Australian Medical Associa-
tion vice-president Brian Owler
has warned that the scheme would
reverse recent gains made by public
hospitals in reducing emergency
waiting times.

He commented: “... driven by
[the government’s] fiscal and econo-
my outlook there is no consideration
of the health care needs of the Aus-
tralian community”.

NSW Health Minister Jillian
Skinner at first denied that her depart-
ment had carried out any modelling
of the effects of the co-payment
on emergency services. When the
Health Department report became
public she accused the state opposi-
tion of scaremongering and described
the modelling as “rudimentary”.

Federal Health Minister Peter
Dutton arrogantly declared the
report’s figures had been “cooked
up by obvious union sympathis-
ers”. However, the Abbott govern-
ment has already tacitly admitted the

problem by suggesting to the states
that they should consider charging
emergency patients a fee for GP-type
consultations.

The states have not taken up that
suggestion but if they did, so many
patients would defer consultations
and miss out on early diagnosis,
thereby raising the risk to their health
(and to public health in the case of
infectious diseases) and increasing
healthcare costs to the states.

Sydney’s Canterbury Hospital
has already reported increasing num-
bers of patients visiting emergency
departments, including children suf-
fering asthma, because they can’t
afford prescription medications.

Requiring GPs to implement
the co-payment scheme would also
tempt them to charge above the cur-
rent Medicare scheduled fee. Doctors
who currently bulk bill do so because
they believe in a free public health
system and/or because it increases
efficiency and allows them to see
more patients.

But if they have to charge the co-
payment anyway, many are likely to
begin charging above the scheduled
rate and their patients will pay more
than the $7 co-payment fee.

Dutton has claimed that: “Com-
monwealth spending on health is
increasing each and every year. If
action isn’t taken Medicare will col-
lapse under its own weight.”

That’s nonsense. Federal health
spending has risen at an average
annual rate of only 5.7 per cent over
the last 20 years, while public order
and safety has risen by 8.8 percent
and communications by a whopping
23.5 percent. The only area in which
expenditure has grown at a slower
rate than health is science, which has
received a shamefully meagre two
percent average annual increase.

Rather than collapsing under
their own weight, both science and
health are suffering from chronic
financial malnutrition.

And there are
other problems

The government intends to estab-
lish the $20 billion Medical Research
Future Fund (MRFF), a new organi-
sation funded from $5 out of every $7
Medicare co-payment.

As the Guardian reported last

In reality
deferred
freafment
will decrease
the patient’s
chances of
recovery and
add fo the
overall health
costs for stafe
governments.

week, the role of the MRFF is likely
to be limited to funding medical
research by private firms, rather
than carrying out research itself, and
firms that receive grants are unlike-
ly to have to repay a proportion of
the profits derived from successful
research.

Healthcare changes proposed
by the government are not limited
to GP co-payments. Current federal
bulk-billing rebates for doctors for
complex medical services, including
X-rays, magnetic resonance imaging,
PET scans and ultrasounds, will be
reduced from 95 to 85 percent of the
scheduled fee. The patient would pay
the extra ten percent as a co-payment.

For Commonwealth health card
holders and children under 16 years
of age co-payments would be capped
at 10 GP visits or specialist services
a year. But someone else suffer-
ing from, say, liver cancer would
be $264 worse off over a year, and

Pete’s Corner
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might expect to pay a total of $1,200
for scans, consultation and pathology
per annum. If the cancer has spread
beyond the liver the extra cost would
be $678, and the total cost would rise
to $2,200.

Many patients would certainly
defer treatment if confronted with
costs like that. Indeed, the Abbott
government intends the co-payment
scheme to reduce the number of GP
visits, thereby reducing Medicare bulk
billing and saving the federal govern-
ment an estimated $3.6 billion.

But in reality deferred treatment
will decrease the patient’s chances of
recovery and add to the overall health
costs for state governments.

Dutton has claimed that the
Abbott government intends to make
Medicare “sustainable”. But if the
co-payment scheme gets past the
Senate, even with a reduced co-
payment, Medicare as a free public
health system will disappear.

Sydney

The co-payment scheme has been
momentarily shelved, but certainly
not abandoned. Despite its unpopu-
larity, the Abbott government is still
determined to put it into practice.

The government’s unshakeable
commitment is to big business, not to
ordinary working people, and in the
case of public health they are deter-
mined to promote the interests of the
private health insurance companies
and private medical research firms.

One Fairfax editorial noted: “It
is easy to see the GP co-payment as
less a budget savings measure than an
ideological ambit claim intended to
soften the ground for more user pays
in health. Already Medicare Private
and others are seeking preferred deals
for insured patients in a step towards
entrenching a two-tiered US-style
system.”

And that’s a move we should
defeat at all costs. &
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ABC board
meeting

On October 1, a protest by sup-
porters of the national broadcaster
was held at ABC’s headquarters
in the inner Sydney suburb of
Ultimo. The ABC board is coming
under intense pressure from ABC
Friends and supporters not to
cut crucial ABC current affairs
programs.

The protest was addressed by
long-time ABC journalist, Quentin
Dempster. It had been organised by
ABC Friends and is supported by
ABC staff unions.

“The ABC is under heavy pres-
sure from the Government to make
cuts,” said Glenys Stradijot, ABC
Friends national spokesperson.
“However, the community will not
accept ABC current affairs being
cut.

“News and current affairs are the
lifeblood of our democracy. They are
a core responsibility of the national
broadcaster. Lateline provides a
crucial service to the nation [Late-
line will return next year, a result of

public pressure]. State-based 7.30 is
relied upon around the country for
insight and scrutiny of important
state and local affairs. Radio Nation-
al’s specialist programs are an inval-
uable resource.

“ABC Friends already has 10,664
‘likes’ on its Facebook page oppos-
ing cuts to ABC current affairs. An
online petition launched on GetUp
has reached 37,600 signatures on last
check.

“The ABC board has the strong
support of the community to fight
funding cuts. The board has a respon-
sibility to ensure the ABC is not
gagged”, said Glenys Stradijot.

Meanwhile, the government’s
appointment to the ABC’s govern-
ing board of Peter Lewis conveys an
alarming message about the ABC’s
future,, said Glenys Stradijot. “ABC
Friends believes his appointment is
improper and inappropriate.”

Peter Lewis is the former chief
financial officer of Seven West Media
and Southern Cross Austereo and the

Australia
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Jonathan Holmes specking at the ABC rally. (Photo: Get Up)

person who conducted the govern-
ment’s efficiency review of the ABC.

“Mr Lewis’s background is in
commercial media finance — skills
which are totally unsuited to the gov-
erning board of a public broadcaster
and the country’s foremost cultural
institution,” Ms Stradijot pointed out.

She said that Lewis’s appoint-
ment appears to be a reward for him

having devised a blueprint for how
the ABC should be cut and that it also
looks to be an attempt by the govern-
ment to impose an agenda of com-
mercialisation on the ABC.

“Peter Lewis should never have
been appointed to conduct a review
of the ABC due to his recent employ-
ment in senior roles with media com-
panies that are competitors of the

Guardian

ABC. It is even worse that someone
with such a clear potential for conflict
of interest has been appointed to the
broadcaster’s governing board.

“With its cuts to ABC funding
and its first appointment to the ABC
board, this government is demon-
strating contempt for the nation’s
independent public broadcaster, said
Glenys Stradijot. &

Avustralian peace activists assavlted

Hugh de Kretser, Executive Direc-
tor of the Human Rights Law
Centre stated that: “These are
extremely disturbing allegations
which need to be fully investi-
gated. If true, this behaviour is
clearly unlawful.”

Before dawn this morning
(October 2), eight peace activists
entered the top secret Swan Island
military base near Queenscliff. The
group entered in the early hours of
the morning to non-violently disrupt
preparations for the imminent war
in Iraq.

Four of the activists were dis-
covered, detained and assaulted by

Sydney

March against

gendered violence

RECLAIM

SAS soldiers on the base. The treat-

ment of the activists by the SAS

bordered on torture. The experi-

ences of the four were:

« forcibly stripped naked, hand-

cuffed, struck on the face and

choked.

Activists clothing was cut off

with knives.

Hessian bags were placed over

their heads and told “welcome to

the bag motherfucker” and asked

“do you want to go for a swim”

before being dragged naked

across the ground.

» SAS personnel stood on activists’
heads and backs causing injury

STOP THE VIOLENCE THE NIGHT
BREAK THE SILENCE

Hyde Park North

6.30PM, October 31st

Auslan interpreted

All welcome, family friendly
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and said “If you move we will
kick you in the face”.

* Dragged and dropped on the
ground when they didn’t respond
to questions.

When the Victorian Police
arrived on the scene the assaults
ceased.

“I was thankful for the arrival
of the police, when they got there |
finally felt safe,” said peace activist
Sam Quinlan.

An ambulance was called to the
front gate as activists were released
from custody to attend to activists’
injuries.

“The use of these tactics on

citizens of Australia peacefully pro-
testing the actions of the SAS is an
alarming indication of the use of
torture SAS is employing in Iraq,
Afghanistan and other undisclosed
locations,” says Greg Rolles, an activ-
ist who entered the military facility.

“We were trying to disrupt the
preparations for this imminent war
and are concerned that Australia’s
involvement will only play into the
hands of militant extremists” said
Jasmine Pilbrow another member of
the group.

The group is particularly con-
cerned about the role of the SAS,
who use Swan Island in their

by SAS

ongoing role in Afghanistan as well
as likely roles in Iraq and Syria.

“There are clear alternatives to
bombing ISIS,” said Fiona Taylor
who was at the Swan Island main
gate. “Blocking oil supply channels,
having arms embargoes and support
of a regional solution all will cripple
ISIS without breeding another gen-
eration of militant extremists.”

The protestors are part of the
Swan Island Peace Convergence,
which has seen protestors blockad-
ing the island’s only entrance since,
preventing traffic onto the island. It
is the fifth consecutive year of pro-
tests at the Island. &

Qld: Attacks on
local govt workers

The Queensland Industrial Rela-
tions Commission (QIRC) has
handed down its decision about
the new Local Government
Industry Award. Local Council
workers have already taken a
hit via Campbell Newman’s new
industrial laws which instigated
the Award Modernisation process.

They were also attacked by the
Local Government Association of
Queensland (LGAQ) which set out
to destroy working conditions and
entitlements in its submissions to
the QIRC.

What is now clear — local
council workers, who deliver serv-
ices to their local community have
lost entitlements and conditions.
Acting secretary of The Serv-
ices Union Jennifer Thomas said
the new Award only highlights
the ruthlessness of the Newman

government against the Queens-
land workforce.

“Throughout this Award Mod-
ernisation process, the Newman
government claimed the proc-
ess was part of a plan to ensure
local council workers are properly
valued, properly paid and recog-
nised for the important roles they
play in delivering our community
services,” Ms Thomas said.

“What we have ended up with
is losses around Saturday overtime,
locality allowances for remote
workers, annual leave for workers
in northern and western Queensland
and personal leave,” Ms Thomas
said.

The Services Union will be
making applications around the
losses of these particular entitle-
ments to the QIRC in the very near
future. “The Newman government’s

tactics in their industrial reforms
has been totally supported by the
LGAQ who took a slash and burn
approach in their submissions. They
have always wanted to cut wages,
cut entitlements and attack job secu-
rity all of which we fear means cut-
ting jobs,” Ms Thomas said.

“The union had a couple wins
against the Newman government
and the LGAQ. Workers retained
their 36.25 hour week and we kept
13 weeks long service leave for
local government officers.

“However, if Councils decide
to bargain in the near future it will
mean further losses. We will be
asking Local Governments across
the state to commit to maintain-
ing decent wages and conditions
for these workers,” Ms. Thomas
concluded. &
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Cuts and privatisation -
consequences laid bare

Bob Briton

The furore surrounding Austral-
ian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
figures for jobs growth over
recent months points to a hasten-
ing trend. The wheels of public
institutions required to manage
conditions for transnational cor-
porations are starting to fall off.
Political influence is confusing the
data used by the Reserve Bank
to set interest rates, for example.
Big punters on the share market
don’t have an important, trust-
worthy indicator of the health of
the economy. The business pages
of the dailies agree; the hardship
imposed on the lowest income
earners by the federal budget and
other cuts might be regrettable but
the loss of bankable data provided
at public expense is intolerable.
Problems with ABS figures
became obvious in August when the
customary dip in the number of jobs
in the economy at that time of the
year turned up as an unbelievable
120,000-strong increase. Among other
methodological changes, part-timers
interviewed by the ABS were encour-
aged to list themselves as working
even though their income fell well
short of a liveable wage. Swingeing
job cuts and political pressures at the
ABS appear to have had an impact on
the professionalism of the service.
The official unemployment rate
has long incorporated the fudge
regarding part-time work but the
sudden incorporation of extra fic-
titious “jobs” to the adjusted jobs
growth figures has thrown big busi-
ness interests. For the captains of
industry, figures need not express
the precise truth regarding employ-
ment and unemployment, in fact it’s
better if they conceal the full extent
of unemployment from the public,
but the stats need to be consistent.
Acting chief statistician Jonathan
Palmer has announced a review of
the ABS that will take advice from
an outside source that has not been
named at this stage. Elsewhere,
Treasurer Joe Hockey has been con-
fronting realities thrown up by his
own axe-wielding. Job cuts at the
Australian Taxation Office have left
the country increasingly vulnerable
to the machinations of the transna-
tionals. The federal treasurer was
bemoaning the rise in tax evasion,
especially transfer pricing and profit
shifting practices, at recent G20
finance summits.
Transnationals play governments
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off against one another. The ATO
doesn’t have the numbers on their
establishment to investigate. High-
level officers sacked from the public
service sometimes find themselves
engaged by big business, provid-
ing expertise on how to thwart the
taxation system. The zero tax envi-
ronment for big business is arriving
before compliant national govern-
ments are ready for it.

State governments have their own
slash and burn agenda. South Aus-
tralia’s Defence Industries Minister,
Liberal defector Martin Hamilton-
Smith, has urged the Commonwealth
to flog off the Australian Submarine
Corporation to an overseas weapons
manufacturing monopoly like BAE.
WA Premier Colin Barnett wants to
privatise a host of public assets like
the Utah Point berth in the Pilbara,
the Kwinana Bulk Handling Terminal
and the Market City facility in Perth’s
southern suburbs. He’s hoping for
$6 billion from outright sales and
50-year “leases”. Decades or even
century-long leases are an increas-
ingly common cover for what are, in
fact, public asset sales.

Barnett hopes the Cash Convert-
ers-style windfall will restore the
state’s AAA credit rating. Queens-
land treasurer Tim Nicholls has also
flagged a number of public assets
sales ahead of the state election in
March. The proceeds will be used to
pay down debt and provide a well-
timed pot of money to distribute
among the large number of Queens-
land households hitting a cost of
living wall. The Ports of Gladstone
and Townsville are short-listed for
sale, as are CS Energy and Stanwell
Energy and the state’s commercial
water pipelines.

NSW Premier Mike Baird wants
to sell 49 percent of electricity “poles
and wires” enterprises to the cor-
porate sector. The move will leave
NSW consumers even more exposed
to profit-gouging transnationals and
put the $700 million Climate Change
Fund at risk. Established in 2007, the
Fund has provided $302 million for
programs in the household, govern-
ment and business sectors.

The CCF can claim savings of
873,000 megawatt hours of electric-
ity, 909,000 tonnes of greenhouse
gas emissions and 19.8 billion litres
of water as a result of its programs.
That’s the equivalent of $205.7 mil-
lion in utility bills. Unfortunately,
buyers of Ausgrid, Endeavour
Energy and Essential Energy won’t
be thrilled at the thought of paying

Bureau of Meteorology — Darwin Airport office.

into a fund aimed at reducing con-
sumption of their product — a neat
demonstration of antagonistic class
interests under capitalism. The CCF
may go the way of the Environmental
Defenders Office in each state, which
have had their federal funding uncer-
emoniously withdrawn.

The heedlessness of the Abbott
government regarding the environ-
ment comes as no surprise but its
impact, in concert with that of like-
minded governments internationally,
may be irreversible. Rather than face
the facts of climate change, Maurice
Newman, chair of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Business Advisory Council, has
called for an inquiry into the Bureau
of Meteorology (BoM) and the
CSIRO. In a piece in The Australian,
Newman suggested a sort of Climate
Gate scandal at the BoM with statis-
tics being doctored to fit in with the
anthropogenic global-warming con-
clusions of the international scientific
community.

“Now is not the time for a tame
review. For the sake of public policy
and the BoM’s reputation, the air
must be cleared,” Newman wrote.
“Nothing short of a thorough govern-
ment-funded review and audit, con-
ducted by independent professionals,
will do.” If the recommendations of
these “independent professionals”
are adopted, we may well end up
with the sort of data about climate
change that we get concerning unem-
ployment in Australia. &

An adviser to German Chancellor Angela Merkel on climate
policy described the Abbott government’'s championing of the
coal industry as an economic “suicide strategy”. Professor
Schellnhuber said calling for continued coal use was not only
poor climate policy, it made little sense economically when the
rest of the world was turning to renewable energy. “China will
soon come up to peak coal consumption,” he said. “Other Asian
economies might peak even sooner. It's almost a suicide strat-
egy for the Australian economy.” Thanks to the government’s
policies, Australia is now viewed internationally as a reluc-
tant player in the global efforts to reduce global warming.

The Victorian government came under fire after one of the com-
panies involved in the building of the controversial East West Link
hired an immigration adviser to lodge 457 visas. ACTU president
Ged Kearney said it was “outrageous” for temporary workers to
be brought in from overseas when unemployment was about 6.8
percent in Victoria. The $6.8 billion project was supposed to pro-
vide “thousands of jobs”, according to the government. However
shadow Attorney-General Martin Pakula said that companies
looked for overseas labour because training had been destroyed
in Victoria. “I think the government’s claim about the thousands
of jobs that will be made available to Victorians has been totally
undermined by the revelation that one of the consortium partners
is trying to bring workers in from overseas,” Mr Pakula said.

The Abbott government continues to be one of the most unpop-
ular ever. The hideous budget, which wrings the last cent out
of the sick and the poor and gives to the rich and the military, is
one of the main reasons for this. People seeking work are being
trashed as “leaners” and are subjected to useless rounds of job
applications leading to no jobs. The government’s troubled “initi-
ative” to cut off the dole for six months is just inhumane. Britain
has introduced similar measures that resulted in misery for many
and a tragic death for at least one person who has been pun-
ished for his failure to attend two appointments at a Jobcentre.
The man’s welfare benefit was cut off. He was a diabetic and died
in his flat of an acute lack of insulin. His electricity had been cut
and he could not keep his insulin in the fridge. There was practi-
cally nothing in the man’s flat to eat — six tea bags, out-of-date
tin of sardines and a can of tomato soup. The autopsy revealed
that his stomach was empty. A pile of CVs was found near the
body which showed that he had been actively looking for a job.
Mr Abbott and Co seem to find unlimited resources when it comes
to military adventures but not for the people who really need it.
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To forge unity from rich diversi:

Address by HE Mr. Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Cuba, at the General Debate of the Sixty Ninth Session of the United
Nations General Assembly. New York, September 27, 2014

Mr President;

Mr Secretary-General;
Excellencies, Heads of State and
Government;

Distinguished delegates;

We live in a globalised world which moves
on towards multi-polarity in an era character-
ised by a threat to the survival of the human
species. Neither the US government nor NATO
would be able to reverse that trend by a new
distribution of the world through the use of
arms. But there is a serious risk that, in attempt-
ing to do that, the world becomes an ungovern-
able place.

The huge nuclear and conventional arse-
nals accumulated, the imposed annual military
expenditures amounting to US] trillion US$750
billion and the two percent increase of the mili-
tary budget’s share of the GDP required from
all NATO member States will be of no use to
cope with or eradicate poverty, hunger, epidem-
ics, migration waves or avert the water, energy,
food, environmental and global economy crisis.

As has already been demonstrated, wher-
ever the so called “Unconventional Warfare”
is applied, as described in the Training Cir-
cular 18-01 of the Special Operations Forces,
and the novelties of the United States Defence
Strategy Quadrennial Review, both of them
issued in 2010, chaos will be imposed through
the destabilisation or destruction of States; the
proliferation of violent and extremist groups;
the tearing-up of nations, cultures and religions,
which will engender serious threats to regional
and international peace and security.

It is necessary to reject the militarisation of
cyberspace, the illegal and covert intervention
of the information systems of some countries
with the purpose of using them to perpetrate
aggressive actions against third countries and
stir up conflicts; as well as the global espionage
on governments and entire societies.

Sanctions

The extraterritorial implementation of the
US laws to the detriment of other sovereign
nations is ever more aggressive; there is a pro-
liferation of unilateral sanctions, particularly in
the area of finances, as a foreign policy instru-
ment. The use of the US courts of justice to
apply multi-million fines, even on its allies,
based on court rulings that violate International
Law, has become an instrument of punishment,
threats and to spuriously securing financial
resources.

If governments decline the defence of their
sovereignty and the implementation of their
own laws aimed at protecting the international
financial system standards, the legitimate inter-
ests of their nations, companies and citizens,
they would be creating the necessary condi-
tions for the dissemination of these practices
that jeopardise the independence of all States
and the rule of International Law.

Media emporiums are ever more linked
to the hegemonic goals pursued by Western
powers. They continue to launch their misin-
formation campaigns. They manipulate facts
in a shameless and cynical way and create a
public opinion matrix that favours aggressions.

A new international order is required,
where there is no room for the philosophy of
war and the plundering of natural resources.

The foreign intervention in Syria should
come to an end. It is inconceivable that West-
ern powers encourage, finance and arm terror-
ist groups to pit them against one State while
attempting to combat their crimes in another
State, as it is currently the case in Iraq.

The US government is infringing upon
International Law when it launches, in con-
tempt for the United Nations Organisation,
unilateral bombings with complete disregard
for national borders or sovereign States, even
if it dissembles them under doubtful coalitions.

Serious consequences

The attempt to deploy NATO up to the Rus-
sian borders will have serious consequences for
international peace and security and for the sta-
bility of Europe. The sanctions imposed against
Russia are both immoral and unjust. The US
strategic deployment in Asia and the Pacific
will jeopardise the sovereignty of all nations
in that region.

Israel’s crimes against the Palestinian
people, most recently in the Gaza Strip, should
not go unpunished under the Security Coun-
cil veto. Palestine should already be a member
State of the United Nations, which is to be
established within the borders agreed in 1967
and with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The General Assembly is to exercise the
prerogatives entrusted to it by the Charter
given the currently dangerous and unstable
international situation, which is full of threats
and challenges. The Security Council should
be rebuilt upon democracy, transparency, a fair
representation of the countries of the South that
are discriminated-against among Permanent
and Non-Permanent Members, credibility, strict
observance of the United Nations Charter, with-
out double standards, obscure procedures or the
anachronic veto. The United Nations Organisa-
tion requires a profound reform and the defence
of'its principles. The Secretary-General should
be an advocator and guarantor of international
peace.

Mr President:

The 1.2 billion persons who live under
extreme poverty, the 842 millions who suffer
from chronic hunger; the 774 million illiterate
adults and the 57 million out-of-school boys
and girls are a confirmation that the Millennium
Development Goals, which are questionable
from a methodological point of view, were a
mirage.

There has been and there still is a lack of
political will among the governments of indus-
trialised States, where a blind and ineffective
selfishness prevails. Voracious transnational
emporiums increasingly concentrate owner-
ship over huge resources. The unequal distri-
bution of wealth is ever more brutal. A new
international economic order is inevitably an
imperative.

Under these circumstances, the coordina-
tion of the Post 2015 Development Agenda
could hardly be a hope. Nevertheless, the
attempt to achieve it should become our most
urgent task. This should be the outcome of an
intergovernmental and inclusive negotiation.
The resulting document should not be the inter-
pretation of the consensus by some, but rather
the consensus itself.

Ebola

It is urgent to consider Sub-Saharan Africa
a priority. It is necessary to jointly and resolute-
ly confront, through a sufficient and genuine
cooperation, the Ebola epidemic that is affect-
ing some countries of the continent.

Cuba decided to maintain its medical coop-
eration in all the 32 African countries where
more than 4,000 Cuban specialists are working,
and expand it, under the leadership of the World
Health Organisation, to the other most affected
countries, as has already been announced. Our

medical and paramedical staff will do it on a
voluntary basis.

We call upon the international community,
particularly the industrialised countries with
abundant resources, to vigorously respond to
the appeal launched by the United Nations and
WHO, so that it could be possible to imme-
diately count on the financial, health and sci-
entific resources required to eradicate that
scourge and prevent it from taking a higher toll
on human lives.

Likewise, all the necessary resources
should be contributed in support of the Agenda
2063 of the African Union, which has estab-
lished the roadmap for the development of that
region.

In these five decades, 325,000 Cuban health
workers have assisted 158 nations of the South,
including 39 African countries, where 76,000
cooperation workers have served. A total of
38,000 medical doctors have been trained, free
of charge, from 121 countries — 3,392 of them
from 45 African nations. If Cuba, a small and
blockaded country, has been able to do it, how
much else could be done in favour of Africa
with the cooperation from all of us, particularly
from the wealthiest States?

Mr President:

At the Second Summit of the Community
of Latin American and Caribbean States held in
Havana, it was agreed that, in order to achieve
the goal of having more just and inclusive
societies, it was indispensable to have a better
distribution of wealth and revenues, eradicate
illiteracy, provide quality education for all,
establish a true food security and universal
coverage health systems, among other human
rights.

The solemn Proclamation of Latin America
and the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace, which
was signed by the Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the region, consecrates the respect for
the principles and rules of International Law;
the promotion of a culture of peace, nuclear
disarmament and general and complete dis-
armament; as well as the inalienable right of
every State to choose its political, economic
and social system.

We likewise took on the commitment of
turning Latin America and the Caribbean into
a region free from colonialism and supported
the Puerto Rican people’s undeniable right to
free-determination and independence.

The Havana’s Summit recognised that the
current economic, financial and environmental
crisis has harshly hit the Small Island Develop-
ing States, among them the Caribbean nations.
Their efforts to enhance the living standards of
their peoples should not be punished by clas-
sifying these States as middle income countries,
based on the schematic estimation of per capita
incomes, thus overlooking their peculiarities
and vulnerabilities.

The Latin America and Caribbean region
has found in CELAC an autochthonous and
legitimate space where they are able to forge,
from their rich diversity, the unity indispensa-
ble to materialise the dreams of the National
Heroes of achieving the definitive independ-
ence of “Our America” and making a sub-
stantial contribution to the “equilibrium of the
world.”

Economic relations

In that endeavour, the celebration of the
BRICS-UNASUR?* conference, the meeting
between Chinese leaders and representatives
of Latin American and Caribbean countries and
the foundation of the CELAC-China Forum in
Brasilia on July last, as was agreed in Havana,
have been major landmarks.

We welcome the Fortaleza Declaration
adopted also at that moment in Brazil at the
Sixth Summit of BRICS, whose economies

A new international order is required, where
there is no room for the philosophy of war
and the plundering of natural resources.

Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the

account for 25 percent of the world’s GDP
and almost 40 percent of the population of the
planet, as well as the foundation of the Devel-
opment Bank and a Common Fund of Foreign
Currency Reserves, which are crucial for the
countries of the South and the construction of a
new international financial architecture.

We would like to express our all-out soli-
darity with the Bolivarian and “Chavista”
Revolution which keeps on struggling and
defending itself from destabilising actions and
foreign interference under the leadership of
President Nicolas Maduro.

We support the dignifying battle that is
being waged by Argentina against speculation
funds and oppose the interfering US courts rul-
ings that violate International Law.

We likewise reiterate our firm support to
Argentina’s legitimate rights over the Malvinas
Islands.

We reiterate our unswerving support to the
struggle that is being waged by Ecuador against
the despoliation and ecological damages caused
by transnational companies.

On the eve of observing the International
Decade of Afro Descendants (2015-2024), we
would like to remind you that this year marks
the 210th anniversary of the independence of
Haiti, whose Revolution for independence and
against slavery was the forerunner of all lib-
eration movements in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Haiti deserves a special contribution
for its reconstruction and development, under
the sovereign leadership of its government,
for which we call upon the entire international
community. We support the Caribbean’s claim
for reparations from the colonial powers for the
horrors of slavery.

Mr President:

The State Department has again included
Cuba in its unilateral and arbitrary list of States
that sponsor international terrorism. Its true
purpose is to increase the persecution of our
international financial transactions in the whole
world and justify the blockade policy.

Under the present administration, there
has been an unprecedented tightening of the
extraterritorial character of the blockade, with
a remarkable and unheard-of emphasis on
financial transactions through the imposition
of multi-million fines on banking institutions of
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Republic of Cuba.

third countries. So is the case for the scandalous
and unjust mega-fine imposed on the French
bank BNP Paribas.

Neither does it give up promoting desta-
bilisation in Cuba. Every year it allocates mil-
lions to this purpose and increasingly resorts
to covert methods, including the use of the
information and communication technologies.

The USAID-sponsored Zunzuneo project,
which not only violates Cuban laws but also US
laws, is the latest evidence of that.

The most recent disclosures about the use of
young people from our continent in subversive
actions in Cuba — a project that is funded and
executed by the USAID — confirm the countless
denunciations made by the Cuban government
against the continuity of illegal plans to sub-
vert Cuba’s internal order, in violation of the
sovereignty of Cuba, of third countries and of
International Law.

We can not but recall that this month marks
the 16th year of the unjust imprisonment of
three Cubans from the group of Five — Gerardo,
Ramon, Antonio — who confronted with utmost
altruism the terrorist plans that are organised
within the US territory against our country. [
reiterate, on behalf of the people and the gov-
ernment of Cuba, that we will not cease in our
efforts to call for their return to their homeland.

Cuba, for its part, keeps calm and ready
to establish a mutually respectful and respon-
sible dialogue with the US government based
on reciprocity.

Likewise, Cuba continues to make progress
in the updating of its social and economic
model in the midst of an adverse international
situation, characterised by the global economic
crisis and the tightening of the blockade.

The updating of Cuba’s economic model
is aimed at ensuring the wellbeing, equity and
social justice for all Cubans. The changes that
we are introducing are aimed at preserving the
achievements attained by the Revolution, the
ones so many generations have fought for.

They are intended to build an ever more
just, prosperous and sustainable Cuban
socialism.

Thank you, very much.

*Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa-
Union of South American Nations &
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Statement, Iraqi Communist Party

Solidarity with

On June 10, 2014, the terrorist organisation
known as “ISIS” (Islamic State), and its
allies including remnants and supporters
of Saddam’s fascist dictatorship, launched
an attack on Mosul, seizing control of Iraq’s
second largest city and unleashing a wave of
barbaric crimes against tens of thousands
of innocent civilians. In the days and weeks
that followed, the whole world witnessed
crimes against humanity being committed
against innocent Iraqi civilians. Religious
and ethnic minorities were targeted, espe-
cially Christians, Yezidis, Turkmen and
Shabak, with the aim of uprooting indig-
enous communities that have peacefully
lived and coexisted in Iraq for over 2,000
years.

Atrocities were committed against
Yazidis, including the abduction of hundreds
of young women and children, and tens of
thousands were forced to seek refuge on
Mount Sinjar where they were besieged and
faced a humanitarian crisis of unprecedented
proportions. The mass killing of around 1,700
unarmed young military recruits at Camp
Speicher in Salahuddin province was another
heinous war crime aimed at igniting sectarian
strife. The terrorist onslaught has created a
humanitarian catastrophe. More than 1.6 mil-
lion people have been displaced this year by
violence in Iraq, with 850,000 fleeing their
homes in August, according to the UN.

These barbaric crimes and the perpetra-
tors must be unequivocally condemned by all
progressive forces, with effective support and
solidarity extended to the Iraqi people.

Background

The recent grave developments cannot
be isolated from what Iraq has lived through
in recent years. The country has been in a
deep and total crisis caused by the legacy of
long years of tyranny and dictatorship, the
consequences of the US occupation and the
interference of regional powers. Its roots lie
in the sectarian-ethnic power-sharing system
that has existed since 2003. The crisis has
also exposed the agenda of the ruling political
forces and their fighting to maintain positions
in political power and privileges, while the
people’s suffering and anger intensify as a
result of rampant unemployment, corruption
and poor public services, health and educa-
tion, in addition to the deteriorating security
situation.

The infighting among ruling groups, over
power and privileges, has provided a fertile
ground for extremist Islamist and shadowy
groups to intensify acts of terrorism, carrying
out heinous atrocities, with the aim of pushing
Iraq into sectarian strife and civil war. More
than 7,000 people were killed in 2013, by
waves of car and suicide bombings. During
the last two months, in July and August 2014,
around 3,000 people were killed. The victims
are mainly innocent civilians, including work-
ers and the unemployed in poor districts.

The Iraqi Communist Party had repeat-
edly warned against the danger of the country
sliding once again into sectarian strife, and
called for urgent action by the democratic
forces, and for popular initiatives, to safe-
guard Iraq’s national unity.

Social and economic factors
It is also important to highlight briefly the
socio-economic nature of the present politi-
cal system in Iraq. The country has a rentier
economy that is heavily dependent on oil rev-
enues, with marginalised productive sectors,
and is highly consumerist, relying heavily on
imports. As a result, there has been a growth
of comprador and parasitic strata accumulat-
ing enormous wealth from public money
grabbed through corruption, big contracts

Atrocities were committed against Yazidis — tens of thousands were forced to seek refuge on Mount
Sinjar where they were besieged and faced a humanitarian crisis of unprecedented proportions.

with the state, in collusion with influential
officials, as well as speculation, smuggling of
funds and other parasitic activities.

There is a tendency, which is becom-
ing increasingly obvious, of the tangling of
interests between influential political forces
in power and the growing parasitic and com-
prador strata. These forces as a whole, with
support from international institutions such
as the IMF, World Bank, organisations of the
UN and others, stand for transforming the
Iraqi economy to a total market economy and
breaking up what is left of the public sector
through privatisation and other measures that
are inspired by the ideological arsenal of neo-
liberalism. The Iraqi Communist Party firmly
stands against these policies, puts forward its
alternatives and works to develop alignments
bringing together those have an interest in
resisting this neo-liberal orientation.

Root cause of the crisis

The radical remedy for the problems of
the country and its intractable crisis lies in
getting rid of the sectarian-ethnic power-
sharing system, commitment to the values of
true democracy, with its political and social
dimensions and institutions, and building the
state in line with its principles. The means of
administration and governance must ensure
respect for human rights, politically and
socially, to guarantee equal citizenship, social
justice, independence and national sover-
eignty. This is the path for the establishment
of a democratic civil state which provides all
the necessary prerequisites for sustainable
economic, social, political and cultural devel-
opment, utilising the abundant wealth of the
people and country for the good of its citizens
and their well-being, prosperity and social
progress.

How to deal
with the challenges

In response to the terrorist onslaught of
“ISIS” and its allies, the Iraqi Communist
Party has stressed the need for speeding up
the formation of a broad national unity gov-
ernment on the basis of a comprehensive
national program. This is needed to heal the
national fabric, resolve the differences that
have paralysed the national effort, and adopt

a host of political, economic and social meas-
ures that will strengthen the armed forces and
enable them to regain control as soon as pos-
sible of the cities and towns that were ravaged
by the terrorists.

The party has also called for convening
a National Conference in order to review the
political process and address the root cause of
the ongoing crisis, by ridding it of sectarian-
ethnic power-sharing and political sectarian-
ism. This is the only path forward to build a
unified, democratic and federal Iraq.

Communists and their party organisations
all over Iraq have been actively involved in
the national effort to fight and defeat the ultra-
reactionary terrorists and provide humanitar-
ian support to the displaced communities.
They are playing, along with other democratic
forces, a vital role in combating sectarianism,
chauvinism and nationalist bigotry, preserv-
ing national unity and upholding human and
democratic rights.

Communists are also firmly opposed to
the schemes that are aimed at dividing Iraq
along sectarian lines. It is up to the Iraqi
people to decide their own fate, democrati-
cally, with their own independent will, with-
out interference by any outside powers, and
rejecting attempts to impose designs that
serve imperialist agenda for hegemony and
exploitation.

International solidarity

In this just struggle, international solidar-
ity is indispensable. All forms of international
support extended to Iraq in its battle against
terrorism should be based on international
legitimacy and within the framework of the
UN. In this respect, it is of utmost importance
to continue humanitarian help to the hundreds
of thousands of displaced people. Effective
measures are needed to cut off the funding
from reactionary regional and Arab forces, as
well as blocking all external human resources
and material support, flowing to “ISIS” and
its allies.

We call on all the peace-loving and pro-
gressive forces in the world to express sup-
port and solidarity with the Iraqi people and
democratic forces in their fight against the
ultra-reactionary terrorist forces and political
sectarianism, and for a unified democratic and
federal Iraq. &
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Terror campaign

against Venezvela

WT Whitney

Venezuelan National Assembly
deputy Robert Serra and compan-
ion Maria Herrera were murdered
on October 1 in Caracas. Video
cameras showed thugs entering
their home and stabbing them
multiple times over 15 minutes.

Elected in 2010, the 23-year-old
Serra was the Assembly’s young-
est deputy. Having shined in a 2007
debate on socialism and on the
United Socialist Party of Venezuela
(PSUV), inspired by President Hugo
Chavez, law student Serra joined
Chavez’s “Commission on Student
and People’s Power.” The eloquent
Serra, a leader in combating violent
crime, epitomised the youth move-
ment within the PSUV.

Speaking at Serra’s funeral on
October 3, held in the National
Assembly chambers, President
Nicolas Maduro vowed action
against “terrorist acts” that were “cal-
culated and planned.” Thousands of
mourners filled Caracas’s streets that
day and the day before.

Nevertheless, former right-wing
presidential candidate Henrique
Capriles twittered that Serra’s death,
while regrettable, was a reminder
“that in our mistreated homeland 50
Venezuelans are killed every day.”

Maduro’s assessment undoubt-
edly was correct. In fact, Venezue-
lan circumstances are ripe for terror
attacks. The killing took place in the
context of efforts by wealthy owners
and managers of the country’s still-
dominant business and commercial
sectors to destabilise Venezuelan
society. In early 2014, after elec-
tion losses a few months earlier,
street fighting launched by well-to-
do and well-prepared youths took at

least 50 lives. Hoarding of saleable
goods, engineered shortages, cur-
rency manipulation, and encourage-
ment of inflation have continued.
The opposition portrays the results
of destabilisation as advertisements
for supposed governmental failings.

Yet that government may be
gaining in confidence. Community
councils, now ubiquitous throughout
Venezuela, are enjoying new state
funding and backing. Planners are
exploring “the model of communal
economy.” A survey of opinion reg-
istered in late September indicates 71
percent of Venezuelans “recognise
the leadership” of President Maduro.

With waning electoral expec-
tations, the opposition has broken
apart. A conspiratorial wing led by
Maria Corina Machado, recipient
of US largesse, and by Leopoldo
Lopez, in jail following the recent
street fighting, looks abroad for help
in bringing down Maduro.

Thus in early July National
Assembly delegates Julio Borges
and Maria Corina Machado (she by
video) and Chacao mayor Ramon
Muchacho were in Spain at a gath-
ering organised by the right-wing
“FAES” think tank. Reportedly, they
held secret, parallel meetings with
conservative Spanish ex-president
José Maria Aznar and officials of
Spain’s National Intelligence Coun-
cil, where “a new phase of street con-
frontations, psychological war” was
discussed. The consultation exempli-
fies “contracting out of destabilisa-
tion, chaos, and seditious violence in
Venezuela via Spain.”

“[A] national plan for the tar-
geted assassination of mid-level
socialist political leaders” does exist,
according to one Venezuelan analyst,
who adds that, “300 NGOs are being
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A survey of opinion registered in late September indicates 71 percent of Venezuelans “recognise the leadership” of
President Maduro.

financed by governments and com-
panies in and outside of the country
to implement political terrorism in
Venezuela.”

Assassinations and attempted
killings preceded Serra’s murder.
Attackers recently besieged Educa-
tion Minister Héctor Rodriguez’s
house. Price control enforcer Edu-
ardo Saman survived an assault in
2013. Assailants murdered charis-
matic PSUV politician Eliecer Otaiza
in April 2014. They had already
killed a bodyguard.

Robert Serra knew he was at
risk. On September 22, 2014, Inte-
rior Minister Miguel Rodriguez
Torres released a video from Colom-
bia showing right-wing Venezue-
lan student activist Lorent Gémez
Saleh at a meeting with paramili-
taries. He was boasting of his links

to ex-Colombian President Alvaro
Uribe and his “acquisition of over
US$8,000 worth of explosives to
use in a ‘social cleansing’.” He also
mentioned a 20-person hit list that
included Serra.

Commenting publicly on the
video, Serra may have invited ret-
ribution by claiming that Uribe
and Colombian paramilitaries were
“guilty of war against Venezuela.”
After extraditing Gomez Saleh from
Colombia, Venezuelan authorities
imprisoned him.

“We’re not dealing with unfortu-
nate events committed by a common
criminal,” announced Interior Min-
ister Torres. “We are dealing with
an intentional murder, planned and
executed with great precision.” Fur-
thermore, as suggested by Ernesto
Samper, Secretary General of South

America’s UNASUR alliance, the
“assassination of the young deputy
Robert Serra in Venezuela is a worry-
ing sign of infiltration by Colombian
paramilitaries.” Samper is a former
Colombian president.

Fidel Castro discussed Robert
Serra in an October 2 article he titled
“Heroes of Our Time.” There the
former Cuban president explains that
the crime “fits so closely the prac-
tice of the worst Yankee intelligence
organisations. ... And even more, it
absolutely fits what was foreseen
and announced by the enemies of the
Venezuelan revolution.

“Honour and glory for the young
Venezuelan revolutionary and his
companion Maria Herrera,” Castro
declares.

People’s World &

Anger in Mexico at
attacks on teacher students

Emile Schepers

Mexicans reacted with anger and
indignation to the disappearance
and possible murder of 43 young
students of a teachers’ college
near Iguala, in the Southern State
of Guerrero, on September 26.
Meanwhile, relatives of the stu-
dents waited to hear whether 28
dismembered and burned bodies
found in a mass grave just outside
Iguala are indeed those of their
loved ones.

The students, from a teacher
training college, the Ayotzinapa
Rural Normal School, had gone
to nearby Iguala, a city of about
110,000 people, to raise funds for
a campaign of resistance to “edu-
cational reform” plans of Mexican
President Enrique Pefa Nieto
which they fear will degrade and
eventually eliminate teacher train-
ing programs like theirs. When
they were getting ready to leave
Iguala, the three buses which they
had obtained for the ride home
were attacked by what appears to
have been a coordinated force of
hit men from a regional gang and
local police from Iguala.

Two of the students, and

several bystanders, were killed
outright and the remaining 43 dis-
appeared. Two have surfaced alive,
but many fear all the rest were
murdered. It cannot be assumed
that the 28 bodies in the mass
grave are theirs, firstly because
they were burned beyond recogni-
tion, secondly because nobody
trusts the local people in charge,
and thirdly because since former
President Felipe Calderon, at US
behest, declared “war” against drug
cartels in 2006, up to 100,000 have
been kidnapped and/or murdered
and there are many, many mass
graves.

In Guerrero, there is a long
history of protest and revolution-
ary uprisings in which teachers
have often played a part. Since the
system of training schools in the
countryside was originally set up
by President Lazaro Cardenas del
Rio in the 1920s (the Rural Normal
Schools, Escuelas Normales
Rurales), they have been seen as a
threat by some, because they have
turned out teachers who come from
the Indigenous and poor communi-
ties and are committed to educat-
ing those communities, including
using bilingual education methods

with non-Spanish speaking native
communities.

Moreover, many of these
teachers belong to a militant
branch of the Mexican teachers
union which is not subservient to
the “corporate” model of labour
unions so rife in Mexico, in which
the government and the ruling Rev-
olutionary Institutional Party (PRI)
basically appoint and control the
union leadership. They have been
carrying out protests in Mexico
City and elsewhere against govern-
ment “educational reforms”.

The state of Guerrero, with
about 3,500,000 inhabitants,
is named for Mexico’s second
president, Vicente Guerrero, who
was an African-Mexican of very
advanced views for his day. It
contains an ethnic and linguistic
mixture including more than 20
Indigenous language communities
and also the main concentration
of African-Mexican people in the
country. It has a violently dramatic
history, reaching up to our own
times. Much of the conflict has
been between poor peasant com-
munities against big landowners
and local political bosses backed
by national and international power

centres. Even today, the Human
Development Index in Guerrero
is the third lowest of Mexico’s 31
states.

In the 1960s, a teacher, Genaro
Vazquez Rojas, organised peasants
and workers. Police suppressed
peaceful dissent, so Vazquez and
friends ended up as guerrillas in
the mountains. Vazquez was cap-
tured and died in 1972. Another
teacher trained at one of Presi-
dent Cardenas’ Normal Schools,
Lucio Cabaiias, was involved in
unionisation efforts but fled to the
mountains to join Genaro Vazquez
when a strike he led was violently
suppressed. In 1974, Cabanas was
killed. Out of these efforts arose
the People’s Revolutionary Army
which has continued in arms in
the mountains of Guerrero and
neighbouring regions, sporadically
clashing with security forces.

Political assassinations carried
out at the behest of the powerful
still are common, as in the case of
several organisers affiliated with
the Communist Party of Mexico a
little over a year ago.

So the idea that local landown-
ers, businesspeople, and politi-
cal bosses would find militant,

organised students in teacher train-
ing schools threatening is not so
strange. Nor is it strange that the
national government would try to
put an end to the normal school
institution — it is a significant focus
of resistance and struggle against
neo-liberal policies.

But the anger that has been
let loose in all of Mexico by the
kidnapping and probable murder
of the students in Iguala has politi-
cians scrambling. The municipal
president of Iguala, Jose Luis
Abarca, has fled, and the nominally
leftist Revolutionary Democratic
Party (PRD) to which he belongs is
in the process of kicking him out.
The attorney general of Guerrero
has denounced the incident and
declared that the whole municipal
and police structure of Iguala is
riddled with criminals. The gov-
ernor of Guerrero, Angel Aguirre
Rivero, is a former member of
President Pefia Nieto’s Revolution-
ary Institutional Party (PRI) who
jumped to the PRD in order to
get their support for his election;
he has denounced the incident in
Iguala but many are calling for his
removal.
People’s World &
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Turkey wantis to
lead charge into Syria

Mike Whitney

The ISIS siege of Kobane contin-
ued while cities across Turkey were
set ablaze by Kurdish protestors.
At least 19 civilians were killed
by Turkish riot police who were
trying to disperse angry crowds
that had gathered to protest the
government’s unwillingness to
defend the predominantly Kurd-
ish city. According to Hurriyet
Daily News, “The worst violence
was seen in Diyarbakir during
a reported gunfight between the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
supporters and Hizbullah, a radi-
cal Islamist group whose members
are mostly Kurdish and who alleg-
edly aided the state in the torture
and killing of Kurdish activists in
the 1990s.”

Although the Turkish Parlia-
ment approved a measure to allow
the government to carry out cross-
border attacks on ISIS, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has not yet
ordered its tanks and troops into
battle. Erdogan has been dragging
his feet so that ISIS will prevail
over Kobane’s Kurdish fighters thus
ending their struggle for autonomy
and independence. This is why
the reaction among Turkish Kurds
has been so ferocious; it’s because
Erdogan is using the Sunni radicals
as a proxy army to batter the Kurds
into submission. A scathing op-ed in
Hurriyet summarised Erdogan’s tacit
support for ISIS like this:

“Naturally, one has to ask who
fathered, breastfed and nourished
these Islamist terrorists in hopes
and aspirations of creating a Sunni
Muslim Brotherhood Caliphate
state? Even when Kobane and many
Turkish cities were on fire, did not
the Turkish prime minister talk in
his interview with CNN about his
readiness to order land troops into
the Syrian quagmire if Washington
agreed to also target al-Assad? This
is a dirty game.” (Editorial, “Kobane
and Turkey are Burning®, Hurriyet)

This is true, Turkey has “fathered,
breastfed and nourished” Sunni
extremism which is what makes the
country a particularly untrustworthy
ally in a war intended to defeat ISIS.
According to author Nafeez Ahmed:

“With their command and con-
trol centre based in Istanbul, Turkey,
military supplies from Saudi Arabia
and Qatar in particular were trans-
ported by Turkish intelligence to the
border for rebel acquisition. CIA
operatives along with Israeli and Jor-
danian commandos were also train-
ing Free Syrian Army (FSA) rebels
on the Jordanian-Syrian border with
anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons.
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As is true with most conflicts in the Middle East, oil is also a major factor.

In addition, other reports show that
British and French military were also
involved in these secret training pro-
grams. It appears that the same FSA
rebels receiving this elite training
went straight into ISIS — last month
one ISIS commander, Abu Yusaf,
said, “Many of the FSA people who
the west has trained are actually
joining us.” (“How the West Created
the Islamic State”, Nafeez Ahmed,
CounterPunch)

Then there’s this from USA
Today:

“Militants have funnelled weap-
ons and fighters through Turkey into
Syria. The Islamic State and Jabhat
Al-Nusra, an Al-Qaeda affiliate in
Syria, have networks in Turkey. ...

“Turkish security and intel-
ligence services may have ties to
Islamic State militants. The group
released 46 Turkish diplomats it had
abducted the day before the United
States launched air strikes against it.
Turkey, a NATO member, may have
known the air strikes were about
to begin and pressured its contacts
in the Islamic State to release its
diplomats.

“This implies Turkey has more
influence or stronger ties to ISIS than
people would think.” (“Five reasons
Turkey isn’t attacking Islamic State
in Syria”, USA Today)

So while the connection between
ISIS and Turkish intelligence
remains murky, it’s safe to say there
is a connection which makes Turkey
an unreliable partner in a prospective
war against the same group. So why

is Erdogan so eager to lead the charge
into Syria?

It’s because Erdogan thinks he
can use ISIS as cover for his real
objective, which is seize Damascus,
topple Assad and replace him with a
Sunni stooge who will tilt in Anka-
ra’s direction. This is from a post by
Stratfor at Zero Hedge:

“This is why Turkey is placing
conditions on its involvement in the
battle against the Islamic State: It is
trying to convince the United States
and its Sunni Arab coalition partners
that it will inevitably be the power
administering this region. Therefore,
according to Ankara, all players must
conform to its priorities, beginning
with replacing Syria’s Iran-backed
Alawite government with a Sunni
administration that will look first to
Ankara for guidance.” (“Turkey, The
Kurds And Iraq — The Prize and Peril
Of Kirkuk”, Zero Hedge)

So this is why Turkey wants to
spearhead the invasion into Syria, so
it can expand its power in the region.

It appears so, but there’s more to
it than just that. As is true with most
conflicts in the Middle East, oil is
also a major factor. The Turks expect
to be big players in the regional
energy market after Assad is removed
and pipeline corridors are established
from the giant South Pars/North
Dome gas field off Qatar. The pipe-
line will run from Qatar, to Iraq, to
Syria and on to Turkey, providing
vital supplies for the voracious EU
market. There are also plans for an
Israel-to-Turkey pipeline accessing
gas from the massive Leviathan gas
field located off the coast of Gaza.
Both of these projects will strengthen
Turkey’s flagging economy as well
as bolster its stature and influence in
the region.

Naturally, the allure of wealth
and power has been a decisive factor
in shaping Ankara’s Syria policy. But
there’s a good chance that Erdogan’s
strategy will backfire and Turkey
will get bogged down in a protracted
conflict in which there are no clear
winners and no easy way out. In this
respect, Erdogan follows a long line
of equally aggressive leaders whose
ambitions clouded their judgment
precipitating their downfall. Only a
fool would think that Syria will be
a cakewalk.

Turkey has made it clear that it

will not go-it-alone in Syria. Accord-
ing to CNN report:

“Turkey’s foreign minister insist-
ed Thursday that it is not ‘realistic’
for the world to expect it alone to
launch a ground operation against
ISIS, even as a monitoring group said
the extremists had seized a chunk
of a key battleground town near its
border.” (CNN)

Erdogan wants US support
although, so far, he has not stipulated
whether that means ground troops or
not. He has said repeatedly, however,
that bombing ISIS from the air won’t
achieve their purpose. And even on
that score, the US has been AWOL.
So far, the US has launched a mere
six aerial attacks on ISIS positions
on the outskirts of the city, not nearly
enough to deter battle-hardened
jihadis from pressing deeper into
Kurdish territory. Could it be that
Obama made a deal with Erdogan
to allow Kobane to be overrun in
exchange for concessions on the use
of Turkish military bases that will be
used to carry out attacks on Syria?

It could be, although there’s no
way of knowing for sure. What’s
clear is that Obama doesn’t really
care what happens to the Kurds in
Kobane. What matters to Obama is
toppling Assad and replacing him
with a US puppet. The death of inno-
cent civilians at the hands of homi-
cidal maniacs doesn’t even factor
into Washington’s calculations. It’s
just more grist for the mill. Now
check out this excerpt from an article
by Patrick Cockburn:

”The leader of the (Kurdish)
PYD, Salih Muslim, is reported
to have met officials from Turkish
military intelligence to plead for aid
but was told this would only be avail-
able if the Syrian Kurds abandoned
their claim for self-determination,
gave up their self-governing can-
tons, and agreed to a Turkish buffer
zone inside Syria. Mr Muslim turned
down the demands and returned to
Kobani.” (“ISIS on the Verge of Vic-
tory at Kobani”, Patrick Cockburn,
Counterpunch)

Is this blackmail or what?
Doesn’t this explain why Kurds are
rioting and setting buildings ablaze
across Turkey? How would you react
if your people were told to either
“Give up your dreams of independ-
ence or face a violent death at the
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hands of religious fanatics”? Would
you think that was an unreasonable
demand?

Erdogan wants to defeat the
Kurdish fighters in Kobane and put
an end to Kurdish nationalism. And
he doesn’t care how he does it.

Keep in mind, that just last week,
Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davu-
toglu said in a CNN interview that
the US must agree that Assad will be
removed before Turkey will commit
ground troops to the war against
ISIS. Obama has not yet agreed to
Erdogan’s terms although pressure
in Congress and the media is stead-
ily building. And this is just one of
Erdogan’s many demands. He also
wants the US to implement a no-fly
zone over Syria and to create a buffer
zone along the Turkish border. In
exchange, Turkey will provide boots
on the ground and the use of its mili-
tary bases. The US can expect to pay
a heavy price for Turkey’s help in
Syria.

US policy towards Syria is not
yet set in stone, in fact, the Obama
administration appears to be in a state
of turmoil. It could be that Obama’s
chief advisors see the potential pit-
falls of an invasion of Syria or of per-
sisting with the same lame policy of
arming, training and funding Islamic
radicals. Or it could it be that the
administration doesn’t want to team
up with an unreliable ally like Turkey
whose intelligence agencies have
helped create the present crisis? Or
it could simply be that Obama has
decided to follow his own advice and
“Don’t do stupid shit”. Whatever the
reason, the administration seems to
be vacillating on the way forward.

One can only hope that Obama
will grasp the inherent risks of the
pouring more gas on the Middle
East, reject the orders of his deep
state handlers, and seek a peaceful
solution to the crisis in Syria. That,
of course, would require cooperation
with Syria’s allies, Russia and Iran, to
settle on a way to defeat the jihadis,
strengthen Syria’s sovereign control
over its own territory, and restore
peace across the country. No doubt
Assad would be more than willing to
make democratic concessions if he
believed it would save his country
from the destruction of a full-blown
war.

Counterpunch &
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Morrison in Cambodia

The behaviour of Australia’s
Immigration Minister Scott Mor-
rison in the Cambodian capital
was a diplomatic embarrassment.
Morrison walked 20 minutes late
into a ceremony to sign an agree-
ment for Australia to send its
unwanted refugees to one of the
world’s poorest and most corrupt
nations.

The proceedings started when
aides crashed a tray of champagne
glasses and went downhill from
there.

After inking the agreement

Morrison stood and clinked cham-
pagne glasses with Cambodia’s Inte-
rior Minister Sar Kheng, as it became
clear to journalists corralled behind
rope barriers that neither intended to
explain anything about the agreement
or to answer questions.

“What about the $40 million
pay-off (to Cambodia),” a journalist
shouted.

Mr Morrison ignored growing
heckling while pretending to toast a
line of generals and unidentified VIPs
on stage whose share of the bubbly
had crashed to the floor.

Neither Morrison nor Sar Kheng
said a word during their five minute
appearance.

They walked out together,
leaving Cambodian journalists
gobsmacked.

Cambodian officials admit-
ted when Morrison’s convoy had
returned to the luxurious Raffles
Hotel Le Royal that Sar Kheng had
intended to hold a press conference
to inform Cambodians about the
agreement but called it off at the last
moment, apparently at Australia’s
request.

Letters / Culture & Life

The Abbott government has
refused to publicly reveal any detail
about the

Cambodian and foreign journal-
ists alike left the ceremony with their
questions unanswered.

T Southern
Brisbane

A climate reminder

Thousands of walruses are coming
to shore along Alaska’s coast. But
this isn’t the kind of gathering we
like to see.

The unusually massive walrus
gatherings were first spotted in Sep-
tember when the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) conducted its annual arctic
marine mammal aerial survey.

The Arctic sea ice is critical to
walruses, which use the sea ice to
raise their young, reach their food
source (clams and other shellfish),
and rest between feeding bouts. Dra-
matic temperature increases in the
Arctic caused by climate change,
however, are melting the summer sea

Guardian

SUPPORT THE CUBAN 5

Support event outside US Consulate

Martin Place, Sydney

e’
V—

Wednesday November 5, 5pm

Come and support the Five.

Organised by Sydney Central Branch, CPA

Further info Maria 0431 275 434

ice and in some areas forcing walrus-
es ashore in mass groups, sometimes
with deadly consequences to mothers
and calves due to trampling.

This news is yet another remind-
er that we need to cut global green-
house gas emissions — the main
human factor driving massive cli-
mate change.

The Obama Administration is
taking steps to reduce US pollution
through the EPA Clean Power Plan
and we need to make sure to see these
changes through to fruition.

As this ice dwindles, the Arctic
will experience some of the most
dramatic changes our generation has
ever witnessed. This loss will impact
the annual migration of wildlife
through the region, threaten the long-
term health of walrus and polar bear
populations, and change the lives of
those who rely on the Arctic ecosys-
tem for their way of life.

Lou Leonard
World Wildlife Fund

Cult

by
Rob Gow

Two years ago last month, US blogger
Joseph Palermo made some very pertinent
observations about people using non-profit
organisations and other fronts to channel
funds into political campaigns in the US
and by extrapolation here too.

Palermo was particularly concerned about
people stirring up religious controversy for
their own devious ends. He reminded his read-
ers of the damage that was caused by the pseu-
donymous “Sam Bacile” when his vicious little
propaganda film The Innocence of Muslims was
uploaded to YouTube.

“We’ve been told that “Sam Bacile” (iden-
tified as a Coptic Christian, Nakoula Basseley
Nakoula) and his co-producers were merely
exercising their right to free speech, which
they surely did. But they also chose to remain
anonymous not only for self-protection but
because they fabricated a non-existent Jewish
conspiracy (a practice we should never take
lightly) just to stir up the pot.

“This lurid little film caused a lot of
mayhem in the Middle East and beyond. The
Americans killed in Benghazi might still be
alive today had it not been for the provoca-
tive smear of the Islamic religion intentionally
designed to cause maximum consternation.”

After noting that there were plenty of
Muslim leaders who had used the “Sam Bacile”
incident to stir up their flock for very non-
religious purposes, Palermo then pointed out
that “analysts subscribing to these views criti-
cising Muslim politicians rarely turn their finely
honed lasers back onto American society.” He
noted that at the time of writing [the last US

Palermo reminds his fellow Americans that “we should try o show a little compassion and understanding with people in that
part of the world where the United States has an overwhelming military and economic presence and realise that they may have
legitimate grievances and good reason to be a tad bit upset with ‘the West'.”

Presidential election], “Bush-era Republican
Ralph Reed oversees a vast US$12 million get-
out-the-vote project for conservative evangeli-
cal Christians.

“He’s using deceptive surveys and religious
conviction to get his base out for Romney-Ryan
in the swing states. For decades right-wing
Christian operators like Reed, Pat Robertson,
and others have enraged their flocks for politi-
cal gain. Their use of gays and abortion, ‘blas-
phemous’ movies and entertainers, and other
hot-button cultural issues to enhance their polit-
ical clout is blandly accepted as ‘business as
usual’.” This is clearly a posture that Palermo
himself does not accept.

Palermo has no problem with “Bill Maher
and Sam Harris and other atheists [who] argue
that religion is a particularly vile form of magi-
cal thinking that leads people to do all sorts
of stupid things”. But he takes issue with their
claim that “the Koranic scriptures themselves
and not the history and social conditions of
those parts of the world are responsible for
the rise of the ‘irrational’ impulse to hate ‘the
West’.”

Sensibly, he comments: “We must engage
the world that exists, not the one we’d like to
imagine. And in the Islamic world, like any-
where else, there are opportunistic politicians
eager to exploit slights to their religion to
enhance their power. ... Fatwas are indeed the
craziest religious decrees ever devised, but”, he
shrewdly asks, “might not the targeted assas-
sinations of ‘militants’ by drones be seen as a
kind of secular ‘fatwa’?” They are certainly just
as morally indefensible.

While maintaining that “the Muslim reli-
gion is not any more inherently ‘violent’ than
any other”, Palermo accepts that it is “correct
to ridicule fanaticism, but [not to] ignore the
more thorny questions relating to the tortured
history the Islamic world has had with ‘the
West’. It’s not surprising that anti-imperialist
critiques would take on an Islamic inflection in
these deeply religious societies. It doesn’t mean
they’re ‘backward’ or ‘inherently violent’.”

Noting that “large swathes of the world are
tinderboxes awaiting the next spark to erupt
into flames” and that “Sam Bacile” and his soul
mates “knew exactly what they were doing”,
Palermo reminds his fellow Americans that
“we should try to show a little compassion and
understanding with people in that part of the
world where the United States has an over-
whelming military and economic presence and
realise that they may have legitimate grievances
and good reason to be a tad bit upset with ‘the
West’.”

Palermo then takes up his underlying
theme: the insidious influence of big financial
donors on the US political scene, where money
is all-important. “Having a cash-and-carry
political system where foreign and domes-
tic investors with nefarious aims like that of
‘Sam Bacile’ can wreak havoc from behind the
shield of anonymity is the worst gift the Repub-
lican Supreme Court ever gave the country. ...
Having shadowy billionaires, unidentified cor-
porations, and mysterious sovereign wealth and
hedge funds financing our politics can’t be a
good thing. If unnamed filmmakers can cause
so much damage with one little provocation,

think of the potential harm anonymous donors
to ... American political campaigns can cause.

“How many other ‘Sam Baciles’ are out
there running their own anonymous [non-profit
organisations] seeking to influence American
politics in new and detrimental ways? Or cre-
ating fake conspiracies? Or aiming to rile up
groups whose animus could serve their politi-
cal ends?”

All good, sensible stuff, except for one
glaring weakness: Mr Palermo assumes these
other “Sam Baciles” will all be foreign. But
when it comes to creating fake conspiracies or
riling up groups whose animus would serve
someone’s political ends, the US itself leads the
way. The various US intelligence services, with
their vast budgets and sense of moral superior-
ity (no matter what contemptible or evil thing
they do), are into schemes and plots that make
“Sam Bacile” look like a rank amateur.

Wherever there is a religious minority that
can be stirred up to disrupt the even tenor of a
previously peaceful country or to demand inde-
pendence from some larger state, there you will
find the meddling hand of the State Department
and the CIA. If civil war and urban destruction
result from their meddling, US diplomacy steps
in to “broker a peace deal” while the US arms
industry cleans up.

What you might call a “win-win” situation.
Not for the people of the country concerned, of
course, but they’re not usually uppermost in the
thinking of the White House or the Pentagon
(or Wall Street). @
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he year was 1968. The war

being waged by the US in
Vietnam in an attempt to halt the
spread of the dreaded Communism
had cost the lives of thousands of
young Americans while inflicting
untold destruction on the people and
resources of Vietnam. The war was
waged so savagely that the men who
took part came home traumatised,
seriously disturbed psychologically,
unable to simply fit back into civil-
ian life.

The war was fought in the light
of television news cameras. It was
seen in stark close-up in every living
room across the country every night.
People simply could not turn a blind
eye to it. It polarised and politicised
the population. It was obvious to
people from all walks of life that the
war was political, so blatantly politi-
cal that large numbers of Americans
opposed it. But the government of
Lyndon Johnson, who incredibly
described himself as a “socialist”, did
not listen. The war aims of the US
ruling class were paramount.

On the other hand, people who
were concerned about the war were
forced to consider what sort of soci-
ety they were supposedly defending.
For the first time since the launching
of the Cold War, masses of Ameri-
cans were openly questioning capital-
ism and talking about the desirability
of revolution. For American youth it
was a desperate but heady time. For
capitalism in the US, it was an alarm-
ing, dangerous time.

e

In this context, as President
Johnson, a Democrat, drastically
increased the number of US troops
in Vietnam, the Democratic Party
held its national Convention in Chi-
cago. Mayor Daley welcomed the
Convention, believing it would boost
his standing in the Democratic Party
and at the same time boost business
in the city.

He was not so welcoming to the
thousands of young people flocking
to Chicago to protest the escalation
of the war. Martin Luther Kings’s
assassination not so long before
had sparked riots that saw build-
ings torched, and Mayor Daley had
ordered Chicago’s police to shoot
arsonists dead and to shoot to maim
looters. The demonstrators pro-
claimed their aim to be non-violent,
but the police trained to forcibly sup-
press them anyway. Violent confron-
tation was inevitable.

Sunday Best — Chicago 10:
Speak Your Peace (ABC2 Sunday
October 19 at 8.30pm) is a remark-
able feature-length account of the
lead-up to the Convention, the police
riot that accompanied the Conven-
tion as the protesters confronted
the hyped-up and highly aggressive
police, and especially the show-
trial that was organised a year later
to punish a representative group of
left-wing activists for making the city
of Chicago and the Democratic Party
look so bad on television.

Written and directed by Brett
Morgen, the film mixes bold and
original animation with very reveal-
ing archival footage. The use of ani-
mation, especially in the trial scenes,
curiously works better than an actual
dramatised re-enactment. The anima-
tion allows Morgen to focus attention
on specific participants or statements
that would be harder to do effectively
in live drama without looking forced.

The defendants in the govern-
ment’s conspiracy trial represented
a broad cross-section of the anti-war
movement, including counter-culture
icons Abbie Hoffman (voiced by
Hank Azaria) and Jerry Rubin (Mark
Ruffalo). Seven of the defendants
were represented by Leonard Wein-
glass and famed liberal attorney Wil-
liam Kunstler (Liev Schreiber), who
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went head-to-head with prosecu-
tion attorney Thomas Foran (Nick
Nolte). The eighth defendant, Bobby
Seale (Jeffrey Wright), co-chair of
the Black Panther Party, insisted on
defending himself but Judge Julius
Hoffman (Roy Scheider) was having
none of that and had him bound,
gagged and handcuffed to his chair,
a depiction of US justice and politi-
cal bias that shocked liberal opin-
ion across America and around the
world.

When the trial ended in Febru-
ary 1970, Hoffman found the defend-
ants and their attorneys guilty of
175 counts of contempt of court and
sentenced them to terms between
two to four years each. Although
declaring the defendants not guilty
of conspiracy, the jury found all but
two guilty of intent to riot. They were
each sentenced to five years and fined
$5,000. However, none served time
because in 1972, a Court of Appeal
overturned the criminal convictions
and eventually most of the contempt
charges were dropped as well.

The title is drawn from a quote
by Jerry Rubin, who said, “Anyone
who calls us the Chicago Seven is
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a racist. Because you’re discredit-
ing Bobby Seale. You can call us the
Chicago Eight, but really we’re the
Chicago Ten, because our two law-
yers went down with us.”

Released in 2008, some of the
critics” comments were interesting:
“Indirectly scolds today’s meek
populace for letting its war-minded
government rage unchecked.” — Phil
Villarreal, Arizona Daily Star. “Chi-
cago 10 brandishes enough sicken-
ing reality (Chicago police clubbing
protestors, etc.) to make the audience
gasp with astonishment.” — Larry
Ratliff, San Antonio Express-News.

“Makes skilful use of documen-
tary footage to relate what happened
in the streets of Chicago, culminating
in what was routinely described at
the time as ‘a police riot’.” — Harper
Baines, St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Prague, when it was the capital

of socialist Czechoslovakia,
was a finely restored city of historic
buildings and European culture. It
was regarded by fashionable sophisti-
cated Westerners as “dull” because of
the lack of crime, and “drab” because
of the absence of advertising. Now,
ever since the “Velvet Revolution”

engineered by imperialism and lead
by the pro-capitalist Vaclav Havel,
the country has enjoyed the benefits
of capitalism and Prague has become
“a no-holds-barred city that caters to
men’s every whim”.

This week’s episode of the
British documentary series Stacey
Dooley Investigates is entitled Sex,
Stags and Prague (SBS TWO
Thursday October 23 at 9.25pm).
To quote SBS: “Stacey Dooley ...
meets some of the thousands of girls
who are paid to entertain Prague’s
male visitors and reveals how they
really feel about their work. She dis-
covers how the city is littered with
brothels thinly disguised as massage
parlours and gentleman’s clubs and
explores how tough competition is
putting pressure on the girls to do
more and more. Stacey joins the
police on patrol to see the daily strug-
gles they face in protecting the tour-
ists and cleaning up the trouble they
cause. She also uncovers how large
groups of drunken men become easy
prey to Prague’s criminals despite the
police’s efforts.”

Hurrah for capitalism! &
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How to militarise

your local police

Mark Engler

Is your local police force facing noisy dem-
onstrations from disgruntled citizens? Need
some armoured Humvees or assault rifles
from the US Department of Defence? Call
1-800-532-9946. That’s the phone number
(no joke) for the Law Enforcement Support
Office, or LESO, the government initiative
tasked with redistributing excess military
wares to civilian police around the country.

A video for the office, whose motto is
“From warfighter to crimefighter”, helpfully
explains how you can “get with the program”.
Follow the instructions and you can stock up on
army surplus ranging from coffee machines and
three-ring binders to almost-new M79 grenade
launchers and helicopters last spotted evacu-
ating troops from Afghanistan. Just submit a
one-page form (lower third for office use only).

Again, this is not a joke.

Many of the things that could possibly go
wrong with this system did go wrong in mid-
August in the town of Ferguson, Missouri, a
suburb of St Louis. There, community members
took to the streets to protest the shooting by
police of unarmed African-American teenager
Michael Brown. In response, the war-ready
authorities acted as if the town was a combat
zone and the majority black population was
the enemy. Images of cops in body armour
and camouflage firing teargas, manoeuvring
mine-resistant vehicles and aiming rifles at
demonstrators and journalists were broadcast
throughout the world.

It’s rare that anything in the United States
is deemed “over-militarised”. Yet the police
actions in Ferguson have prompted an unusu-
ally diverse swath of commentators — ranging
from veteran leftists to libertarian politicians
and far-right thinktanks — to voice alarm about

the “warrior mentality” that has engulfed our
armed-to-the-teeth law-enforcement agencies.

The use of militarised police squadrons
has long been an escalating and racially loaded
trend. It took root with the creation of SWAT
teams in the wake of the urban unrest of the
1960s. It amplified during the “war on drugs” in
the 1980s and 1990s, a battle disproportionately
waged against African-American communities.
And it got its latest boost as a result of anti-
terrorism funds that flowed after the attacks of
9/11.

In 2013 alone, the LESO distributed more
than US$449 million in equipment to local law
enforcement. Yet the Pentagon program pro-
vides just a fraction of the total federal funding
that allows police in even small communities
(Ferguson’s population barely exceeds 21,000)
to play commando.

In recent decades, it has become common-

place for peaceful protesters at trade summits
and political conventions to meet with mas-
sive security mobilisations. I recall a pre-9/11
demonstration outside the headquarters of
the International Monetary Fund, where riot-
armoured phalanxes of police marched omi-
nously near crowds of chanters. As one troop
strode by, everyone launched into a spontane-
ous, hummed rendition of the Imperial March
from Star Wars.

Sadly, this moment of levity belied a track
record of unprovoked arrests, close-range
pepper sprayings, and unnecessary force meted
out against those voicing dissent.

The pretext at the summits was that intense
security was needed to protect high-profile
political figures. Always a dubious excuse
for repression, this argument cannot begin to
account for how a battlefield mentality has per-
vaded the policing of local communities.

Guardian

Some commentators have warned against
focusing exclusively on police militarisation
with regard to Ferguson. After all, the death of
Michael Brown, who was shot at least six times
with a standard police handgun, was not a result
of Pentagon surplus. FBI statistics show that
almost twice per week in the period between
2005 and 2012, a black person was killed by a
police officer somewhere in the US.

Rather than being viewed in isolation, the
militarisation of policing should be understood
as a trend that is intertwined with traditions of
discrimination, the use of racial profiling, and
the rise of mass incarceration. Nevertheless,
it is a disturbing development, and one worth
combating.

Perhaps the LESO would benefit from
some calls of concern?

New Internationalism @

Terrorism craves

an auvdience

Akil N Awan

The well-known US security
expert, Brian Jenkins, famously
declared in 1974, that “terror-
ism is theatre”. And over the last
few weeks, the brutal videotaped
beheadings of British and Ameri-
can hostages by Islamic State mili-
tants have proved the prescience
of his statement with horrifying
clarity.

We are now accustomed to
images in our papers and on our
screens of IS murders, but we
should consider the role we play
when we look at the pictures or
watch the videos. Every time we
engage with the spectacle, we are
contributing to the problem.

Scholars have long recognised
that terrorism is actually better
understood if it is viewed — at least
in the first instance — as communi-
cation rather than violence.

In essence, the relative success
or failure of a terrorist act cannot
be measured by the number of
casualties inflicted, or the level of
financial damage incurred, but can

really only be gauged by how much
attention it gets. The act needs to
secure front-page headlines, airtime
and iconic images.

Ultimately, it needs to engender
fear or curiosity in an audience.

By these measures, the abhorrent
executions of James Foley, Steven
Sotloff, David Haine and Alan Hen-
ning were spectacular propaganda
successes for IS.

The videos are meticulously
staged. The sinister, balaclava
wearing, archetypal villain, “Jihadi
John™’, insouciantly wields a hunt-
ing knife beside a helpless hostage
wearing an orange Guantanamo-
style jumpsuit. All the while, he
provides lucid and articulate expla-
nations for this horrendous act in a
characteristic London accent.

The whole scene will no doubt
be indelibly seared onto the mind of
anyone who watches it.

And why wouldn’t it be?

Most major news outlets have, in
an astounding display of servile
compliance, featured these images
prominently, be it on the front page
or in prime-time breaking news.

Each has further reinforced the
notion that these events were the
most important, most newsworthy,
most worthy of our attention and
moral outrage, happening anywhere
in the world.

And of course, that is the very
purpose for the existence of this
sort of act in the first place. Videos
like these are produced to present
harrowing, shocking, egregious vio-
lence that is then starkly juxtaposed
against a cogent, coherent justifica-
tion. We are so shocked and angered
by what we see that we sit up and
pay attention to the content of the
message.

So if this is so patently clear
to many of us, why do the media
continue to display this predict-
able Pavlovian response to terror-
ism? The media and terrorists are
in what we might call a symbiotic
relationship.

Terrorists naturally benefit from
media that inspires fear in a much
larger target audience; they use it to
turn a local event that affects a lim-
ited number of immediate victims
into a global issue.

And, unsavoury as it sounds, the
media benefits from terrorist out-
rages too, most obviously by selling
papers and winning audiences.

As long as we continue to
prioritise the beheadings of West-
erners, while neglecting or provid-
ing only cursory attention to the
far more extensive and egregious
crimes IS has committed against the
unfortunate local people caught up
in its warpath, we are validating the
supply and demand calculus that
motivates media-savvy militants.

IS has already proved itself to
be capable of great brutality. A con-
certed international media blackout
against this carefully sculpted the-
atricality of terrorism might be a
much more effective — if less profit-
able — way to stop IS. Without the
headlines, these killers would see
little point in continuing to produce
the videos.

By focusing our undivided col-
lective attention on individual acts
of communicative violence like this,
we are tacitly legitimising terror-
ism as a form of political activity.
But more importantly, we are also

legitimising state and society’s
unwavering focus on terrorism as
the single greatest issue and threat
affecting our lives.

We know where such a path
leads, from NSA mass surveil-
lance, to draconian legislation and
legal black holes like Guantanamo,
to extrajudicial killings in drone
strikes. To put this inordinate focus
into perspective, more people are
killed every year as the result of bee
stings than terrorism.

The reality is this has become a
vicious self-fulfilling prophecy. As
the media covers terrorism, it incites
more terrorism, which in turn pro-
duces more media coverage.

Of greatest concern is that
governments benefit inordinately
from the general environment of
“manufactured” fear and insecurity
engendered as a result, to appropri-
ate power, eliminate dissent and
ultimately weaken democracy.

How much longer are we will-
ing to allow this state of affairs to
continue?
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