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ASIO will be able to copy, delete or modify 
data held on any computer covered by a 
warrant. It will be able to use innocent 
third-party computers to gain access to a 
computer that is part of a network it has a 
warrant to monitor. In fact, the defi nition 
of “network” is so wide open, ASIO could 
monitor the entire Australian network – a 
network of networks – with just one war-
rant. It also allows for ASIO to store the 
content of communications – going well 
beyond the storage of metadata by internet 
providers.

The Senate passed the National Security 
Legislation Amendment Bill (No 1) 2014 on 
Thursday September 25, with the full support 
of the Labor Party and the Palmer United Party 
Senators. The Australian Greens were the only 
parliamentary party to oppose the Bill and 
defend the democratic rights of the Australian 
people, including journalists.

The handling of amendments to the Bill 
was appalling. The Senate was expected to 
debate them before they had been given a copy, 
not the fi rst time such a stunt has been pulled 
by the government. (See Guardian, Editorial, 
“Government contempt for Parliament”, #1655, 
10/09/2014) The Attorney General remained 
mute when serious and important questions 
were asked of him, again treating the Senate 
with utter contempt.

ASIO unaccountable
The Abbott government’s terror legislation 

builds on the coercive, draconian ASIO and 
other terror laws passed by the Howard gov-
ernment. The legislation is wide open to abuse 
with reportage of ASIO or police actions on 
“security” matters illegal and punishable by 10 
years in jail (see page 5). This includes anyone 
taken in for questioning informing anyone 
(even their partner) they have been detained 
and questioned for days!

Their detention, the questions, their 
answers are all top secret security matters, even 
if the person is not under suspicion, but might 
know something that might be of use to ASIO.

This applies to journalists, anyone taken 
in for questioning, even if it is because there is 
a suspicion that the person might know some-
thing or might associate with a suspect, as well 
as be suspects themselves. Whistle blowers will 
be jailed.

The legislation extends the sunset claus-
es in Howard’s laws by another 10 years and 
further restricts the freedoms and rights of all 
Australians, while providing ASIO agents using 
and abusing the legislation with almost com-
plete immunity from criminal or civil liability 
when they break the law.

The original bill provided immunity for 

those carrying out torture; this has been amend-
ed but the amendment cannot be taken seriously 
as anyone reporting torture could be jailed for 
10 years.

It strengthens ASIO’s powers, boosts its 
funding and abolishes the National Security 
Legislation Monitor, the only semblance of 
accountability or “independent” review of the 
application of the laws.

Hypocrisy and politics
While the Abbott government was ramming 

through legislation that could see journalists 
jailed for 10 years for reporting on “security” 
matters, PM Tony Abbott was in New York 
raising the case of jailed Australian journalist 
Peter Greste with Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi. Greste is serving a seven-year 
jail sentence for his activities as a journalist.

“Freedom of the press is fundamental to 
a democracy and we are deeply concerned 
that this verdict is part of a broader attempt 
to muzzle the media freedom that upholds 
democracies around the world,” Abbott said 
after his meeting with the Egyptian President. 
Freedom of the press, already severely limited 
by the high concentration of media ownership 

in Australia, is in the process of being outlawed 
by the Abbott government.

Media organisations, the media union, law-
yers, academics, and many others have raised 
serious concerns over the legislation.

The Bill is set to pass through the Lower 
House this week and become law within days.

It is the fi rst in a series of fascistic legisla-
tion from the Abbott government, building bit 
by bit on Howard’s ASIO and terror bills.

Covert searches
The Counter-Terrorism Legislation 

Amendment (Foreign Fighters) Bill 2014 was 
introduced to Parliament last week. This bill 
expands the defi nition of terrorist organisations, 
lowers the threshold for arrest without warrant 
for “terrorism offences”, and extends existing 
measures that were due to expire, including 
control orders, preventative detention orders, 
police stop, search and seizure powers and 
ASIO questioning and detention powers.

Currently, if the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) wish to search a premise they are 
required to notify the occupant at the time 
the warrant is executed and must allow the 
occupant to observe the search. “Delayed 

notifi cation search warrants” would allow the 
AFP to covertly enter and search premises 
without the knowledge of the occupier of the 
premises, and then provide notifi cation at a 
later date.

“By delaying notifi cation of the execution 
of the warrant, the AFP will have the signifi cant 
tactical advantage of allowing an investigation to 
remain confi dential,” Attorney General George 
Brandis said in his Second Reading Speech.

The arrest threshold for so-called foreign 
incursion and terrorism offences allow the 
police to arrest individuals on reasonable sus-
picion, rather than reasonable belief.

Restrictions on travel
There is a new “declared areas” offence 

for those who, regardless of those warnings, 
choose to travel to the area without legitimate 
reason. The onus of proof is reversed, with the 
individual having to prove they had a legitimate 
reason to travel to that area.

ASIO can seize foreign passports and 
request the suspension of Australian passports 
and cancellation of visas of anyone who might 
be a threat to security.

Continued on page 2
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Last week former federal parliamentary speaker Peter Slipper 
was sentenced to serve community detention and repay $954 
for having made excessive travel expense claims. His former 
Liberal colleagues had been determined to punish him severely 
after he altered the balance of power in favour of the former 
Gillard government. And they succeeded. The court sentence 
was proportionate to the relatively minor offence, but because 
of the Liberals’ vindictive pursuit Slipper lost not only a great 
deal of money but also his reputation, job, marriage, and future 
prospects. In welcome contrast, the Guardian only asks its readers 
to support the Press Fund to the best of their ability, by sending in 
a contribution for the next issue. Small amounts welcome! Many 
thanks to his week’s contributors, as follows:
$10, Bob and Joy Brown $200, Roberto $10, Aaver Meer $50, Kees 
Van Loom $40, Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $330 Progressive total: $5,970

War without end
Listening to US President Barack Obama’s UN address to the 

General Assembly on September 24, it felt as though he was living 
in another world where the only threats to peace were Russia and 
Muslim terrorists. The rhetoric, hypocrisy, deception and language 
are a reminder of George W Bush and his war on terrorism. “The 
shadow of World War that existed at the founding of this institution 
[UN] has been lifted, and the prospect of war between major powers 
reduced,” said Obama.

This is rich coming from a President preparing for war against 
Russia and China. Obama went on to praise the post-World War II 
formation of the United Nations, “The very existence of this institu-
tion is a unique achievement – the people of the world committing 
to resolve their differences peacefully, and to solve their problems 
together.” Who could disagree? He then has the gall to describe the 
UN as having failed, not mentioning that it is the US that has continu-
ally breached its Charter, ignored its decisions (Cuba, Israel, etc) and 
waged illegal wars and blockades while bypassing the UN system.

The UN Charter declares that, “All Members shall settle their 
international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that 
international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.” 
(Article 2.3) “All members shall refrain in their international rela-
tions from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of any state ...” (Article 2.4) Both the US 
with Australia in tow, have repeatedly breached the Charter. The 
self-appointed role of global policeman usurps the role of the UN; 
no wonder there are shortcomings.

“Russian aggression in Europe recalls the days when large nations 
trampled small ones in pursuit of territorial ambition,” Obama says, 
as if those days have ended. The portrayal of Russia is pure fi ction 
and the remainder hypocrisy coming from a mighty military power 
trampling anyone or any nation standing in the way of its pursuit 
of global domination.

“The brutality of terrorists in Syria and Iraq forces us to look 
into the heart of darkness,” Obama says, failing to acknowledge 
that it is the US and some of its allies who have funded and still do 
fund and train these forces. “When nations fi nd common ground, 
not simply based on power, but on principle, then we can make 
enormous progress.”

How true, but lacking credibility from the President of a country 
with its history of wars, regime changes and assassinations. Ukraine 
was the latest in a series of regime changes, overseeing a coup against 
a democratically elected government and its replacement by pro-US, 
reactionary (including fascists) anti-Semitic, anti-communist regime. 
“And I stand before you today committed to investing American 
strength to working with all nations to address the problems we face 
in the 21st century.” Really!

“America is and will continue to be a Pacifi c power, promoting 
peace, stability, and the free fl ow of commerce among nations. But we 
will insist that all nations abide by the rules of the road, and resolve 
their territorial disputes peacefully, consistent with international 
law.” America is a Pacifi c power, but as for promoting peace, etc, 
this is nonsense coming from the mouthpiece of the largest military 
industrial complex in the world which relies on war to boost profi ts. 
Obama omitted to mention that it was referring to its own rules, not 
those of the UN.

“But as we look to the future, one issue risks a cycle of confl ict 
that could derail so much progress, and that is the cancer of violent 
extremism that has ravaged so many parts of the Muslim world. Of 
course, terrorism is not new …” It certainly is not new, nor is the 
war on terror. George W Bush in a speech to Congress on 21-09-2001 
(10 days after the bombing of the World Trade Centre) said, “Our 
war on terror begins with Al-Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will 
not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, 
stopped and defeated.” This later became Bush’s “war without end” 
and is now Obama’s.

There is one big difference – in the lead-up to the war on Iraq 
there were mass demonstrations around the world, including hundreds 
of thousands of protesters around Australia. Since then the peace 
movement has become all but invisible to the majority of people in 
Australia, despite the efforts of a relatively small number of com-
mitted activists. As a crucial task, we must work together – peace 
groups, trade unions, community organisations – to re-energise the 
peace and anti-war movement.

Toll of war 
on terror
Greens Senator Scott Ludlam, in 
opposing the National Security 
Bill (23/09/2014), unconditionally 
and unequivocally condemned 
the “the medieval barbarity of 
this entity that calls itself Islamic 
State”, pointing out that one of 
the Greens’ founding principles 
is non-violence. He looked at the 
steps that have been taken since 
September 11, 2001 and their 
consequences:

In the aftermath of the indis-
criminate attacks on 9-11, Australia 
pledged its support to a global war 
on terror. At the tip of the spear, we 
joined military invasions of Afghan-
istan in 2001 and Iraq in 2003 that 
sought to obliterate Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban regime and depose the dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein.

Our ground stations at places like 
Pine Gap have supported targeted 
drone assassinations of suspected ter-
rorist fi gures, and everyone in their 
immediate vicinity, in any country 
in which the US chooses to conduct 
them. Across the Five Eyes alliance 
of intelligence agencies, Australia has 
supported the development of high-
resolution, real-time surveillance of 

the entire population, militarising the 
entire internet in the process.

Every few years the powers of 
police and intelligence agencies are 
expanded and widened to fi ght this 
war on terror; and every time we 
surrender some of our hard-fought 
freedoms, we are told to accept 
in good faith that these expanded 
powers are needed to keep us safe. 
Detention without charge; sedition 
laws.

Hundreds of billions of dollars 
have been spent as we fight this 
war on terror with kill teams, laser 
guided bombs and drone strikes. Fire 
has been met with fi re. As a result 
hundreds of thousands of innocent 
people have been killed in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, Pakistan 
and places far from here.

Hundreds of thousands of men, 
women and children. These are 
people with names and family his-
tories and stories that most of us 
will never hear. Every one of these 
casualties of the war on terror is a 
human tragedy every bit as real as 
the tragedy that befell the Sari Club 
or downtown Manhattan more than 
a decade ago.

So what do we have to show for 
our series of tactical decisions to fi ght 
violence with violence and to milita-
rise civilian communications chan-
nels? The terror networks we tried 
to smash have morphed and grown 
and spread to the point where we are 
now in a more precarious state than 
before.

The death of Osama Bin Laden 
at the hands of US special forces 
three years ago appears to have had 
no discernible impact on the spread 
or capability of extremist networks. 
A fundamentalist army built on oil 
money and stolen American weap-
ons now occupies a huge swathe of 
Iraq and Syria and has an expanding 
online audience.

As we join yet another military 
coalition in the Middle East, Aus-
tralian government representatives 
themselves now believe the threat is 
higher than ever before.

So on a day such as today, with 
the latest legislative upgrades to the 
war on terror on the table before 
us, we need to evaluate whether the 
arc of our response to terrorism in 
the last decade and a half is in fact 
making everyone less safe. 
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Continued from page 1
“Previously the Act said authori-

ties had to ‘believe’ a terror crime 
was about to be committed, however 
the new Foreign Fighters legislation 
means they only have to ‘suspect’ a 
crime is to be committed to be able 
to charge someone,” Australian Law-
yers Alliance (ALA) spokesperson 
and criminal barrister Greg Barns 
said.

“If you are arrested for a terrorist 
offence you will be in jail for a long 
time, as it is almost impossible to get 
bail. If you are going to arrest people 
under these circumstances then you 
want it to be done on more than a 
whim or a guess.”

The Foreign Fighters Bill would 
see people who are suspected of pre-
paring for or participating in a for-
eign incursion receive punishments 
ranging from life imprisonment to 
loss of social security benefi ts. This 
is on the basis of suspicion, never 
mind laying charges, a trial, convic-
tion before being punished. There is 
not the public scrutiny to limit abuse 
as under other criminal law.

“However, under this new legis-
lation, an individual could receive a 
life sentence just for being associated 
with another person or people plan-
ning to fi ght overseas. They could be 
handed a life sentence for attending 
a training session or even for offering 
a room to be used for a meeting,” Mr 
Barns said.

“If a young teenager innocently 
follows his friends or family mem-
bers to a meeting, they would also 

be jailed for life, even if they had no 
knowledge of or intention of partici-
pating in proceedings.

“The new laws also give authori-
ties the power to cancel social secu-
rity entitlements for people suspected 
of being associated with terrorist 
activity,” Mr Barns said.

“They don’t have to give a reason 
for doing so – once again, this pen-
alty is totally disproportionate to the 
crime. If that social security pay-
ment is the main source of income 
for a family then innocent parents, 
partners or children could be left 
destitute.”

Greens Senator Scott Ludlam 
opposing the Bill said, “Big brother 
surveillance won’t make Australia 
safer. These are unprecedented 
powers that invade the privacy of all 
Australians for no security benefi t.”

There is nothing in the legisla-
tion that would prevent ASIO and 
other agencies using these powers 
against communists, trade unionists, 
student groups and others, who might 
express dissent or question the capi-
talist system.

Like the so-called “bikie laws”, 
the terror legislation is wide open to 
abuse beyond their stated purpose. 
The meaning of the term “terrorist” 
has become a piece of elastic, its use 
being stretched to cover people with 
“extremist” views who do not sup-
port or practice violence.

These powers are being intro-
duced with longer term aims in 
mind, such as suppressing any dis-
sent to the government’s austerity 

programs before it can take hold and 
pose a threat to the ruling class and 
the capitalist system.

This war, as the previous wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan are based 
on lies, with George W Bush’s term 
“full spectrum dominance” providing 
a more honest description of the US’s 
aims – global domination. The spin 
around terrorism provides a cover 
for the rest of the agenda, which 
includes the overthrow of the Syrian 
government (see page 9), takeover 
of Iran, war with Russia, and in the 
case of China – counter-revolution 
and breaking it up.

Australia should be using its 
membership of the UN Security 
Council (2013-2014) to give leader-
ship and work within the framework 
of the UN, not fi ghting the US’s ille-
gal wars in the Middle East.

The lessons are clear, as Scott 
Ludlam points out, “The terror 
networks we tried to smash have 
morphed and grown and spread to 
the point where we are now in a 
more precarious state than before.” 
(See article above) Every extra 
bomb drives more young people into 
the arms of the terrorists. Australia 
should pull out of the US wars and 
its military alliance with the US, and 
assert moral leadership.

Economic and social conditions 
are the other factor providing a breed-
ing ground for extremists, attracting 
young, unemployed people in partic-
ular, disconnected from society and 
whose futures look bleak. 

ASIO powers

Big Brother gets bigger
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Pete’s Corner

Government tightens screws 
on asylum seekers
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Last week the Abbott government 
made a deal with the Cambodian 
government to resettle refugees. 
It also reintroduced the former 
Howard government’s cruel tem-
porary protection visas, and intro-
duced new legislation removing 
asylum seeker rights to protection.

The deal is open to corruption 
and will cause social upheaval. 
During the agreement ceremony last 
week hundreds of Cambodians pro-
tested outside the Australian embassy 
in Phnom Penh.

A UN report claims 47 percent 
of Cambodians live in poverty, and 
37 percent of children suffer chronic 
malnutrition. An offi cial Australian 
government assessment claims Cam-
bodia endures “high child and mater-
nal mortality rates, inadequate access 
to clean water and sanitation, gender 
inequality and marginalisation of 
people with disabilities”.

Earlier this year the Abbott gov-
ernment criticised Cambodia for 
“restrictions on freedom of assem-
bly and association, particularly the 
recent disproportionate violence 
against protesters, including deten-
tion without trial”.

Yet last week Immigration Min-
ister Scott Morrison claimed refugees 
would “now have the opportunity 
and support to re-establish their lives 
free from persecution” in Cambodia.

Under the deal Cambodia would 
resettle up to 1,000 genuine refugees 
from among the asylum seekers now 
held in Nauru. Australia would pay 
for housing and educating them plus 
an extra $40 million in aid.

However, the Cambodian gov-
ernment says it will initially only 
accept four or five refugees, and 
will decide later whether to accept 
any more. Apparently it would now 
be legally entitled to say “Four’s the 
limit”, in which case the cost of the 
Cambodian deal would be $10 mil-
lion per refugee, based on the aid 
package alone.

Meanwhile, the Nauruan econo-
my has gone into freefall because the 
government cannot pay US$30 mil-
lion it owes a US fi nance corporation. 
The situation threatens the viability 
of the detention centre there, and the 
Australian government may have to 
bail out the Nauruan economy.

Temporary visas back
Under the new Migration and 

Maritime Powers Amendment Bill, 
drafted by the government and 
approved by politician/mining mag-
nate Clive Palmer, asylum seekers 
who arrived by sea or air without 
a prior visa after August 13, 2013, 
and those who arrived with a valid 
visa but immediately applied for 
asylum, would be assessed under 
a fast track system which limits the 
applicant’s rights to appeal adverse 
decisions.

Those deemed eligible for pro-
tection would be offered a three-year 
Temporary Protection Visa (TPV), 
entitling them to employment, Medi-
care, education and other social serv-
ices. But it would not entitle them to 
be reunited with their families, and 
if they left Australia the visa would 
be cancelled.

TPV holders could apply for 
a fi ve-year Safe Haven Enterprise 
Visa, requiring them to work in a 
designated regional area for three 
and a half years. They could then 
apply for a permanent visa, but 
their chances of getting one would 
be very limited.

Christmas Island detainees who 
arrived between July 19 and Decem-
ber 21, 2013 could be released and 
could apply for a TPV or SHEV. 

However, those who arrived in this 
period but have been transferred 
to Nauru or Manus Island are not 
eligible.

The Bill is ideal for regional 
industries like mining companies that 
have diffi culty attracting employees; 
Clive Palmer sees them as vulnera-
ble cheap labour. However, it would 
deny Australian citizenship to asylum 
seeker children born in Australia. It 
also violates the UN Refugee Con-
vention, to which Australia is a sig-
natory, as well as international law 
regarding national boundaries.

The Australian Refugee Council 
notes: “… the Bill would increase 
ministerial powers to take a vessel 
or person to a place outside of Aus-
tralia regardless of whether there 
is an agreement with the particular 
country, and prevent the courts from 
acting if this action does not comply 
with Australia’s international obliga-
tions or the laws or obligations of 
another country.

“… [the proposed] fast track 
asylum process … limits access to 
independent merits review, removes 
the possibility that children born in 
Australia to asylum seeker parents 
could seek Australian citizenship, 
replaces the Refugee Convention’s 
defi nitions with the government’s 
own interpretations of Australia’s 
obligations and makes it possible for 

the government to remove asylum 
seekers without considering the risk 
of refoulement.”

Under the Bill the Minister could 
reject asylum seekers who according 
to him would “more likely than not” 
escape signifi cant harm if forcibly 
deported to their country of origin – 
i.e. Morrison could deport someone 
even if he thought they had a 49 per-
cent chance of persecution involving 
injury or death.

As Greens Senator Sarah 
Hansen-Young pointed out, the ruling 
would disproportionately impact 
women who had fl ed honour killing 
or genital mutilation.

International disgust
The government’s moves have 

been condemned by a coalition 
which includes Amnesty Interna-
tional, Children’s Rights Internation-
al, Plan International, World Vision, 
the Australian Refugee Council and 
Save the Children. They say children 
transported to Cambodia would be at 
risk of involvement in sex and labour 
traffi cking.

The Abbott government did not 
consult the UN High Commission 
for Refugees on the wording of the 
Cambodian agreement, and the Bill 
removes almost all references to the 
UN Refugee Convention.

The Cambodia deal was 

described by the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees Antonio Guterres 
as “a worrying departure from inter-
national norms”, and by the president 
of Cambodia’s Centre for Human 
Rights as “shameful and illegal”.

Cambodian opposition leader 
Sam Rainsy referred to forced evic-
tions, land grabs and the violent sup-
pression of Cambodian workers, and 
claimed that most of the extra $40 
million in aid would be pocketed by 
government ministers and offi cials. 
He declared angrily: “… refugees 
are not like any ordinary goods that 
can be exported from one country 
and imported by another … They are 
human beings.”

But on October 14-15 the gov-
ernment will face a legal challenge 
in the High Court, which may fi nd 
that the government’s forcible trans-
portation of 157 Tamil Sri Lankans to 
Nauru was wrong, and that the new 
Immigration and Maritime Powers 
Act’s ability to deny Australian citi-
zenship to asylum seekers’ children 
born in Australia or offshore areas is 
illegal.

Ian Rintoul from the Refugee 
Action Coalition stated: “This Bill 
must be stopped … it is an attempt 
to fundamentally change the rights of 
asylum seekers and to remove human 
rights obligations under International 
treaties.” 

Sydney
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An independent analysis commissioned by 
the Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union (CFMEU) has revealed a 
crisis in Australian apprenticeships, with:
• A national shortfall of mining 

apprenticeships of 3,300
• Construction apprenticeships down by 28 

percent since 2010
• The ratio of apprentices to tradespeople in 

construction at its lowest level since 2003 – 
12.4 percent

The report found the mining sector would 
need to increase apprentices by around 37 per 
cent to match its share of total tradespeople.

The CFMEU National Secretary Michael 
O’Connor said the fi ndings were a wake-up 
call, particularly in light of last fortnight’s spike 
in youth unemployment. “The unemployment 
rate across Australia for 15-19 year-olds is now 
at a massive 21 per cent – more than double the 
rate in 2008 and the highest since April 1997,” 
O’Connor said.

“The extensive use of temporary migrant 
workers by construction and mining fi rms is 
just exacerbating the problem.

“There are around 20,000 457 Visa workers 
in construction and mining – mostly in WA, 
Queensland and Victoria.

“Yet despite these fi ndings and the dire 
youth unemployment situation, the govern-
ment is considering expanding employers’ 
access to overseas workers by loosening 457 
Visa requirements and declaring designated 
regional migration zones.

“And big mining and construction com-
panies are not meeting their responsibilities to 
support and train up the next generation.”

The CFMEU is calling for urgent action to 
address the slump, including
• Requiring employers, especially those using 

temporary overseas labour or receiving any 
form of government assistance to take on 
greater numbers of new apprentices

• Urgent investment in vocational education 
and training to reverse the decline in 
funding, quality and places

• Strengthening and rolling out labour market 
testing across all occupations to make sure 
that employers genuinely look for locals 
fi rst before taking on overseas labour

Other findings of the report include a 
decline in the quality and take-up of appren-
ticeships and training due to:
• A 33 per cent cut to TAFE funding over the 

last ten years, contributing to a 25 per cent 
reduction in classroom teaching time

• Student fee increases, and the abolition 
of the Tools for the Trade scheme that 
provided $5,500 to apprentices for 
equipment, as employers no longer provide 
it. (Students are now forced to take out 
loans of up to $20,000.)

The report identifi es the decline of the 
public sector as a major funder of construction 

work, and the growing reliance on global 
capital markets to fund Australian construc-
tion projects as drivers of the cost-cutting and 
declining standards across the industry.

This has driven a high proportion of 
small firms and self-employed contractors 
in the industry to be less likely to take on 
apprentices. 

Crisis in Australian 
apprenticeships

Nurses and 
midwives defeat 
wage freeze
The Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation (ANMF) 
has congratulated Tasmanian 
nurses and midwives for defend-
ing patient safety by successfully 
campaigning against the state 
government’s attacks on public 
hospital health professionals.

With the Crown Employees 
(Salaries) Bill ordered to be sus-
pended for one month and the 
government now scrapping it 
completely, the ANMF is urging 
the Hodgman government to work 
constructively with the Tasmanian 
Branch of the ANMF.

The government needs to dis-
cuss effective ways of achieving 
budget savings without carrying out 
its plans to sack up to 1,200 public 
sector workers, including nurses 
and midwives.

“This is a huge victory for 
Tasmanian nurses and midwives 
and we commend more than 7,000 
ANMF members for standing-up 
to the government and seeing this 
devastating Bill scrapped,” acting 
federal secretary, Annie Butler, said.

“Our members in Tasmania 
have achieved a major win because 
of their tireless campaign against 
the government’s savage health 
cuts and the impact of these cuts on 
nurses and midwives and their abil-
ity to deliver safe patient care across 
the State’s public hospitals.

“We are still extremely disap-
pointed and concerned that the gov-
ernment has indicated it will push 

on with its slash-and-burn approach 
to Tasmania’s health system, by 
announcing that 500 public sector 
jobs will go.”

She said that the Tasmanian 
ANMF branch identifi ed and shared 
with the government 60 ways it 
could achieve cost savings in the 
health system without the need to 
sack frontline nurses and midwives 
and risk the safety of public hospital 
patients.

“For the sake of all Tasmanians, 
it is imperative that the government 
negotiates any changes to the state’s 
health budget with the Tasmanian 
ANMF.

“The ANMF cannot and will not 
allow the government to push ahead 
with policies which will see nurses 
and midwives lose their jobs and 
patients then receiving a decreased 
level of care from a diminished 
nursing and midwifery workforce.

“Our ANMF members in Tas-
mania will stay strong to defend 
safe patient care and will continue 
to fi ght any planned job cuts.

“The government says it won’t 
back down – we won’t either.

“The ANMF is Australia’s larg-
est union, with over 240,000 mem-
bers – and we are right behind our 
colleagues in Tasmania.”
The ANMF, with over 240,000 
members, is the professional 
and industrial voice for nurses, 
midwives and assistants in 
nursing in Australia. 

Vietnam’s workplace safety

Qld local council workers 
next on hit list

The willingness of Vietnam’s 
unionised companies to invest in 
improving workplace health and 
safety and comply with the law 
would shame some Australian 
bosses, an Australian Manufac-
turing Workers’ Union (AMWU) 
expert has found while holding 
training courses there.

“I saw evidence that they are 
prepared to innovate and invest for 
safety,” AMWU Education Offi cer 
Brian Devlin said of his duties, which 
included an inspection of new factory 
machinery in Ho Chi Minh City.

“Expansion is rapid and in 
some places they will build a new 
line beside a functioning line, 
innovating and taking lessons for 
improving production, including 

improving occupational health and 
safety.”

Devlin conducted a basic OH&S 
course and two “train the trainer” 
advanced classes in the cities of Hue 
and Can Tho as part of the AMWU’s 
ongoing relationship with the Viet-
namese Union of Workers in Industry 
and Trade.

He said the classes over a fort-
night included senior management 
of some state-owned companies, 
as trade unions had an integral 
role in running many Vietnamese 
enterprises.

Unionists came from industries 
including brewing, fertilisers, steel, 
petroleum, natural resources and 
agricultural machinery.

“There has been a major 

improvement in the approach to 
OH&S over the past seven years 
since I fi rst visited, the legislation 
is being more strictly adhered to,” 
Devlin said.

Devlin noted that the minority 
of women on the courses were par-
ticularly pro-active and articulate 
on improving safety knowledge and 
practice.

But workplace accidents still 
plague Vietnam, with six of the 19 
participants in the second course 
Devlin ran having had a death at their 
workplace in the previous year.

“There are still issues the AMWU 
can assist with, including the wide-
spread use of asbestos in domestic 
and industry settings in Vietnam,” he 
said. 

Queensland’s 30,000 local council 
workers are waiting nervously to 
fi nd out if they go home soon with 
less money in their pay packets, 
when they already face insecure 
work due to the Newman govern-
ment’s new industrial laws.

The Queensland Industrial 
Relations Commission (QIRC), 
is currently deliberating over the 
Local Government Award Mod-
ernisation, and will hand down its 
fi ndings before October 1, 2014.

The submissions put forward 
by the Local Government Associa-
tion of Queensland (LGAQ) on 
behalf of Councils have set out to 
destroy the working conditions and 
entitlements local council workers 
have fought hard for over decades, 
as well as ensuring that workers’ 
conditions and pay packets are 
slashed.

Acting secretary of The Serv-
ices Union, Jennifer Thomas, said 

the Newman government’s indus-
trial reforms designed to establish 
processes which strip away and 
drive down working conditions, 
coupled with the LGAQ’s attack, 
means this set of workers are next 
on the hit list.

“The Newman government 
claims the modernisation process is 
part of a plan to ensure these work-
ers are properly valued, properly 
paid and recognised for the impor-
tant roles they play in delivering 
our community services,” Thomas 
said.

“However, our union has just 
spent the weekend in the QIRC 
because there seems to be a speedy 
need to push the Award Modernisa-
tion through, which has meant no 
time to consult about what is really 
best for Queensland’s Local Coun-
cil workers.

“The Newman government has 
delayed the time frames for other 

parts of the Queensland workforce 
around Award Modernisation and 
we believe Local Council workers 
should have been given the same 
respect so as to achieve the best 
and most transparent outcomes.

“The Newman government’s 
tactics in their industrial reforms 
has been totally supported by the 
LQAQ who have taken a slash and 
burn approach in their submissions. 
They want to cut wages, cut entitle-
ments and attack job security all of 
which we fear means cutting jobs. 
Every Queensland Local Council 
worker will lose something!

“Whatever the outcomes 
handed down by the QIRC, we 
will be asking Local Governments’ 
across the State to commit to and 
maintain decent wages and condi-
tions for these frontline workers 
who deliver our vital community 
services,” Thomas said. 

Something to say?
Write to the Editor.

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au
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The Media, Entertainment & 
Arts Alliance (MEAA), the union 
and industry advocate for Aus-
tralia’s journalists, has described 
the National Security Legislation 
Amendment Bill No 1 which has 
been passed by the Senate, as an 
outrageous attack on press free-
dom in Australia.

MEAA federal secretary Chris-
topher Warren said: “This Bill has 
been rushed through in undue haste 
without proper discussion or debate 
of the implications it has in denying 
long-held freedoms in Australia. In a 
healthy functioning democracy this 
assault on the public’s right to know 
and the penalties applied to the media 
for scrutinising power must be con-
demned. The Bill muzzles the media 
from doing its job.”

Warren said: “The Bill criminal-
ises legitimate journalist reporting 
of matters in the public interest. It 
overturns the public’s right to know. 
It persecutes and prosecutes whistle-
blowers and journalists who are deal-
ing with whistleblowers. It imposes 
ludicrous penalties of up to 10 years 
jail on journalists. It imposes outra-
geous surveillance on journalists and 
the computer networks of their media 
employers. It treats every Australian 
as a threat and denies their rights of 
access to information and freedom of 
expression.”

MEAA believes the government 
has rushed the legislation, ignoring 
the warnings of media organisations 
and MEAA.

MEAA has catalogued assaults 
on Australia’s press freedom each 
year in its state of press freedom 
reports (http://meaa.io/Zfq2DR). MEAA 
also made a submission regarding the 
Bill (http://meaa.io/1xaKALp) and also 
signed on to the submission from 
members of Australia’s Right To 
Know lobby group of media organi-
sations (http://meaa.io/1xaKovF). 

“The parliament has now passed 
legislation that hands extraordinary 
powers to the government and its 
spy agencies while conveniently pre-
venting legitimate scrutiny of those 
powers. At a time when the parlia-
ment should be defending and pro-
moting freedoms in our society it has 
instead chosen to strip them away,” 
Warren said.

MEAA has repeatedly raised its 
concerns over section 35P of the Bill 
which imposes a jail term of up to 
10 years on journalists for “unau-
thorised disclosure of information” 
– criminalising the work of journal-
ists if they receive information about 
a special intelligence operation, 
particularly from whistleblowers or 
“trusted insiders” as the Bill notes in 
its Explanatory Memorandum. The 
penalty in the Bill is a jail term of 
between fi ve and 10 years.

The Explanatory Memoran-
dum makes it clear that the offences 

outlined in section 35P would apply 
to “disclosures by any person” and 
“persons who are recipients of unau-
thorised disclosure of information, 
should they engage in any subse-
quent disclosure”. 

This would capture legitimate 
reporting by journalists and media 
organisations of activities in the 
public interest. For example, this 
legislation would have made illegal 
the legitimate reporting of Edward 
Snowden’s revelation about the 
phone tapping of the wife of Indo-
nesian President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono.

Late amendments to the Bill 
would also apply a “recklessness” 
test to prosecuting media organisa-
tions for publishing or broadcasting 
information. This is countered by a 
requirement on the Commonwealth 
Director of Public Prosecutions “to 
consider the public interest in the 
commencement or continuation of a 
prosecution” but the defi nition of the 
public interest from the DPP’s per-
spective may differ greatly from that 
of journalists, the media and, indeed, 
the public.

Warren said: “It is clear that 
rather than seeing Edward Snowden 
as a legitimate whistleblower who 
exposed massive illegal misuse of 
metadata, this legislation ensures 
that anyone seeking to also expose 
wrongdoing by Australia’s spy agen-
cies will be muzzled, unable to get 
their story out to the wider commu-
nity despite the obvious public inter-
est, and will be punished with a jail 
term of up to 10 years.”

The Bill can also deem journal-
ists and their employers to be a “third 
party” if they interview persons of 
interest to the Australia Security 
Intelligence Organisation (ASIO). 
Consider the example of Australian 
barrister Bernard Collaery and his 
allegations that ASIO agents raided 
his Canberra offi ce and seized elec-
tronic and paper fi les relating to the 
alleged bugging of the Timor Leste’s 
government’s Cabinet offi ces during 
negotiations for a treaty relating to 
the Timor Gap.

Journalists who interview per-
sons of interest to ASIO like Collaery 
can be subjected to powers of surveil-
lance, investigation and punishment 
which may undermine a journalist’s 
ethical obligations to never disclose 
the identity of a confi dential source. 
It also sits at odds with shield laws 
that protect journalists from having 
to disclose the identity of confi dential 
sources.

The Bill’s new definition of 
“computer” (to include a computer 
system or network) has grave impli-
cations for people and organisations 
designated “third parties”. As a third 
party, the journalist’s computer and 
their media organisation’s compu-
ter network could be monitored, 

have information taken, and be 
“disrupted”.

The Bill’s overview regarding 
intelligence collection powers states 
the Bill enables ASIO to: “obtain 
intelligence from a number of com-
puters (including a computer net-
work) under a single computer access 
warrant, including computers at a 
specifi ed location or those which are 
associated with a specifi ed person”.

The Bill’s amendments also alter 
“the current limitation on disruption 
of a target computer”. Under the 
Bill’s proposed amendments “dis-
ruption” can include the addition, 
copying, altering or deletion of data 
if ASIO deems it necessary. This can 
happen to a third party’s computer 
and/or communications in transit. 
This again threatens the relationship 
journalists have with their confi den-
tial sources and the preparation of 
news stories.

MEAA believes the parliament 
needs to rethink the government’s 
rushed counter-terrorism measures 
and allow them to be fully and prop-
erly debated with a careful consul-
tation process to ensure that, in the 
rush to provide government with new 
powers, cherished and long-defend-
ed liberties are not undermined. 
“At the very least there must be a 
sunset clause on these extraordinary 
powers; an improved and rigorous 
process of independent oversight and 
review; an understanding that deny-
ing the public the right to know what 
governments do in our name is an 
appalling assault on democracy; and 
protections in place to ensure jour-
nalists and the media are not treated 
as criminals for doing their job,” he 
said.

In a late amendment, journalists 
now face 10-years’ jail if they identi-
fy an ASIO offi cer. MEAA notes that 
ASIO has been able to inoculate itself 
from scrutiny so successfully that 
any wrongdoing by an ASIO offi cer 
could result in two years’ jail but if 
a journalist reported the officer’s 
abuse of power, the journalist faces 
fi ve times that penalty. 

“The outcome of this legislation 
for journalists is two-fold: a muzzle 
has been applied to the media that 
will have a chilling effect on legiti-
mate journalism while at the same 
time journalists will be compelled 
to resort to the tools and techniques 
of espionage to protect their news 
sources and stories from being inter-
fered with by the government and its 
agencies,” Warren said.

“Those two outcomes are not 
healthy in any democracy. But they 
are even more galling when the 
government responsible claims to 
be implementing these in order to 
protect our freedoms and our way of 
life,” he said.

“As Prime Minister Tony Abbott, 
a former journalist, has said in rela-
tion to the arrest, detention and jail-
ing of Australian journalist Peter 
Greste in Cairo: ‘Peter Greste would 
have been reporting the Muslim 
Brotherhood, not supporting the 
Muslim Brotherhood. Because that’s 
what Australian journalists do.’ That 
distinction about the work that jour-
nalists do needs to be considered by 
the Australian Parliament and should 
have been recognised in this Bill,” 
Warren said.

MEAA calls on its members, their 
media industry colleagues and media 
organisations to campaign to protect 
press freedom in Australia. 

Outrageous attack on 
press freedom

How much is that rabbit in the window? $7,150 each thanks 
to the NSW government. Its willingness to accommodate the 
Shooters Party and win its support resulted in a huge bill to tax-
payers. Twelve parks were open to non-professional hunters 
and despite common sense protests the program went ahead. 
Offi cially promoted as helping with “pest control’, i.e. killing of 
feral animals, the program was criticised by professionals and 
the public concerned with letting amateur shooters into nation-
al parks. The cost for extra Staff and Services came to $7,150 
per animal killed. “This government needs to stop pouring mon-
ey into ineffective and wasteful programs and direct it into 
scientifi cally proven programs carried out by professionals”, 
commented Greens MP Mehreen Faruqi. That will be the day!

Neither state nor the federal governments are eager to be scru-
tinised for their handiwork. Keeping the masses in the dark and 
ill-informed, ensures a smooth passing of anti-people laws and 
regulations. There has been a steady undermining of what’s left 
of “independent” media. The ABC has always been in the fi r-
ing line but the present government and its budget cuts may 
see the end of such programs as the 7.30 Report (NSW and 
Victoria), Lateline, and The Business. Radio news and cur-
rent affairs are also under review. “Ignorance is bliss” seems 
to be the ideal the country’s leaders are keen to achieve. 
Considering their penchant for lying, even a mild forum for ask-
ing (sometimes) uncomfortable questions needs to be eliminated.

And talking of lying – our former Prime Minister John Howard 
said he had been “embarrassed” by the absence of weap-
ons of mass destruction in Iraq, the basis for going to war in 
2003. How dare he insult us in this way! Thousands of people 
went out into the streets to protest against the beginning of that 
bloody war; millions across the globe. Everybody knew there 
were some dirty tricks involved, the whole pre-war propaganda 
was just a disgusting display of might which is always right and 
can do what it pleases. We are seeing the repeat of the same 
beat-up hysteria now – will Barack Obama and Tony Abbott be 
“embarrassed” later as well? How many more countries have 
to be destroyed in the name of “American democracy”? Abbott 
left Australia and its bungled budget to strut the international 
stage. He seems to fi nd lots of money for “war on wars” but not 
enough for the ordinary people here who have to pay for all this.

SUPPORT THE CUBAN 5
Support event outside US Consulate
Martin Place, Sydney

Sunday October 5, 5pm

Come and support the Five.
Organised by Sydney Central Branch, CPA

Further info Maria 0431 275 434
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Civil society organisations (CSOs) 
and other stakeholders across 
six continents, grouped under 
the newly established Antibiotic 
Resistance Coalition, have called 
for international leadership and 
concerted global action to address 
the escalating crisis surrounding 
antimicrobial resistance.

In this regard, they urged the 
member states of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) to pass a critical 
resolution on “Combating antimicro-
bial resistance, including antibiotic 
resistance” at the 67th session of the 
World Health Assembly.

The resolution, which, amongst 
others, requests the WHO Director-
General to develop a draft global 
action plan to combat antimicrobial 
resistance, including antibiotic resist-
ance, was eventually approved at the 
WHA.

“Antimicrobial resistance – and 
particularly antibiotic resistance – is 
the most pressing public health issue 
facing the global community,” said 
Otto Cars, founder of ReAct (Action 
on Antibiotic Resistance), in a Coali-
tion press release. “If the resolution 
is not passed, and the WHO and its 
Member States do not act quickly, 
there will be disastrous global health 
consequences.”

According to the Antibiotic 
Resistance Coalition, public health 
researchers estimate that, each year, 
millions of people around the world 
are infected with antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria, and hundreds of thousands 
of them die, and that without imme-
diate action, that toll is expected to 
worsen.

“We are on the precipice of a 
post-antibiotic era,” said Tim Reed, 
executive director of Health Action 
International. “Without a radical shift 
in the way antibiotics are marketed 
and used – and unless we overcome 
the gap in antibiotics discovery – 
antibiotic resistance will continue to 
become one of the greatest threats to 
humankind.”

In releasing a Declaration on 
Antibiotic Resistance on May 22, 
the Antibiotic Resistance Coalition 
underscored that consumer protec-
tion and public health must trump the 
pursuit of profi t, and that effective 
antibiotics are global public goods.

Overuse and misuse
Various research studies trace 

accelerating trends in growth of anti-
microbial and antibiotic resistance 
for disease treatments to the overuse 
and misuse of antibiotics in human 
medicine, industrial food animal 
production and the food-processing 
sectors, in commercial animal hus-
bandry for routine disease prevention 
in livestock, and their use for growth 
promotion.

Among the original signatories 
to the Coalition’s Declaration are the 
Alliance to Save Our Antibiotics, 
the Centre for Science and Environ-
ment, Consumers International, Food 
and Animal Concerns Trust, Health 
Action International, Healthy Food 
Action, Institute for Agriculture and 
Trade Policy, People’s Health Move-
ment, Public Citizen, ReAct – Action 
on Antibiotic Resistance, South 
Centre, Sustainable Food Trust, 
Third World Network, Universities 
Allied for Essential Medicines and 
What Next Forum.

“Member States must deliver a 
strong mandate to WHO to not only 

develop a pressing action plan on 
antimicrobial resistance, but also 
to ensure that public health is pri-
oritised over commercial interests,” 
said Chee Yoke Ling, program direc-
tor with the Third World Network. 
“Access to affordable and effective 
antibiotics is of particular importance 
for developing countries.”

The Coalition called for inter-
national leadership and action to, 
in part: prohibit the promotion and 
advertising of antibiotics; promote 
new, needs-driven and open research 
and development models based on 
the principle of de-linkage (divorcing 
price from research and development 
costs and sales volumes); phase out 
the use of antimicrobials for routine 
disease prevention in livestock, and 
end their use, altogether, for growth 
promotion; build robust systems, in 
all countries, to monitor and report 
antibiotic use and resistance trends 
in humans and animals; and improve 
public awareness to support an eco-
logical understanding of human-
bacteria interaction and behaviour 
change around antibiotic use.

Undermining medicine
In its Declaration on Antibi-

otic Resistance, the Coalition said 
that antibiotic resistance threatens 
to undermine the effectiveness of 
modern medicine.

“More and more strains of bac-
teria are resistant to an ever-rising 
number of antibiotics, with no new 
antibiotics on the horizon to treat 
some of the most serious infections. 
The change is global and accelerat-
ing. Millions of people are infected 
with antibiotic-resistant bacteria each 
year; hundreds of thousands lose 
their lives. The toll will increase,” it 
said.

Antibiotic use causes resistance 
to emerge, and their misuse and over-
use accelerates its spread. Without a 
radical change in antibiotic usage, 
antibiotic resistance will become one 
of the greatest threats to humankind, 
to security and to the global econ-
omy, the Coalition warned, further 
noting that efforts to slow the march 
towards this dire future have largely 
failed.

In its Declaration, the Coali-
tion affi rmed, amongst others, that 
clinically useful antibiotics are a 
fi nite resource and a global, essen-
tial public good, and that consumer 
protection and public health must not 
be subordinated by governments or 
international institutions to the pur-
suit of profi t.

“Public leadership is needed to 
enact new, needs-driven research 
and development models, with 
open research and transparent data, 
which support rational use and equi-
table access to antibiotics,” it said. 
“National-level action is paramount, 
international cooperation is essential, 
and the collective responsibility of 
all stakeholders is crucial in order to 
bring about a solution to the escalat-
ing healthcare crisis caused by anti-
biotic resistance.”

The Coalition further affi rmed 
that effective action on antibiotic 
resistance requires that the social 
and economic determinants of infec-
tious diseases be addressed. In many 
parts of the world, these are mani-
fested through poverty, exploitation, 
international power relations and 
local inequities, as well as through 
poor access to nutrition, safe drinking 
water and sanitation.

The Coalition said it commits 

itself, according to the principles and 
actions laid out in its Declaration, “to 
urgently work to avert the looming 
post-antibiotic catastrophe”.

According to the Declaration, 
lack of effective antibiotics is a 
global concern with the potential to 
affect all humans and domesticated 
animals. It threatens to undermine the 
effectiveness of modern healthcare. 
An ever-widening range of bacte-
ria, causing a spectrum of diseases 
in humans and animals, is becoming 
resistant to most available antibiotics.

“Unchecked, escalating anti-
biotic resistance will lead to the 
global spread of untreatable infec-
tions and massive deterioration in 
health and loss of life. It will also 
make most surgery impossible and 
end organ transplantation and cancer 
chemotherapy.’

Unrestrained 
marketing

While antibiotic resistance is a 
natural phenomenon, it has greatly 
accelerated with decades of unre-
strained marketing by the pharma-
ceutical industry, which promotes 
overuse and misuse of antibiotics 
in human medicine, industrial food 
animal production and the food-
processing sectors. For some infec-
tions resistance has already reached 
critical levels, said the Coalition.

“Inadequate regulation and con-
trol of the sale and use of antibiotics 
in animals and humans, including 
fi nancial incentives for prescribers 
and dispensers, has been a major 
factor leading to this crisis.”

According to the Coalition, inter-
national organisations, such as WHO, 
the Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) and the World Organisa-
tion for Animal Health (OIE), “have 
so far failed to exercise effective 
leadership in the stewardship and 
responsible use of antibiotics”.

National bodies that set food 
standards and regulate pharmaceu-
ticals have largely failed to control 
human and animal antibiotic use. 
Data systems for monitoring antibi-
otic resistance and use remain very 
fragmented.

“New trade and investment 
regimes threaten to place commer-
cial interests above public health 
and consumer protection, thereby 
undercutting effective control of 
antibiotic use and resistance,’” said 
the Declaration.

The policy frameworks for 
research and development are further 
fuelling resistance without advanc-
ing innovation. They are failing to 
build on available scientifi c research 
in developing new antibiotics and 
diagnostics, and there is a severe 
antibiotic discovery gap. They are 
also failing to ensure access for 
people who need treatment and are 
ineffective in limiting excessive and 
irrational use of antibiotics.

The Declaration asserted that 
antibiotic treatments and diagnostics 
should be considered global public 
goods – common resources requiring 
common stewardship.

Public health systems
“Effective regulation and control 

of antibiotics must be exercised to 
ensure that existing and new antibiot-
ics are made available and are afford-
able to those in need in all countries, 
while not being overused or misused. 
This calls for further strengthening of 
public health systems everywhere.”

All countries should adopt a 
national policy on rational use of 
antibiotics, as well as taking neces-
sary action to prevent excessive anti-
biotic use. Regulatory controls must 
address prescription and marketing 
practices, it said.

Activities to curb excessive 
use must include better training of 
health professionals through non-
commercial, evidence-based pro-
grams and sustained and targeted 
public education. Standard treatment 
guidelines should inform antibiotic 
administration.

“Antibiotic stewardship, involv-
ing optimal antibiotic drug regimens 
and appropriate duration of therapy 
and route of administration, as well 
as future effectiveness, should be 
incentivised, and unnecessary use 
should be dis-incentivised.”

The Coalition stressed that the 
public sector in every country needs 
to build a robust national system for 
monitoring antibiotic use and resist-
ance trends in humans and animals, 
as well as contributing to the devel-
opment of an effective global moni-
toring system.

Diagnostic uncertainty must be 
minimised through development and 
availability of rapid diagnostic tools 
and techniques. This is instrumental 
for timely determination of the nature 
of infection and to prevent irrational 
use of antibiotics. Promotion and 
advertising of antibiotics, including 
marketing for inappropriate uses or 
incentivising medical and veterinary 
personnel to overuse or inappropri-
ately prescribe antibiotics, is harmful 
to health and should be prohibited.

“We should avoid seeing our-
selves as being at war with bacteria 
and learn to live more harmoniously 
with them, except on the rare occa-
sions when infectious strains threaten 
our health. Treatment of infections 
must be balanced with the impor-
tance of maintaining healthy popu-
lations of bacteria for humans and 
animals,’ said the Coalition.

Antibiotics in 
food production

The preservation of effective 
antibiotics for human health should 
take priority over their use for com-
mercial gain in food production. A 
disproportionately high amount of 
antibiotics is used in animals, par-
ticularly in the industrial production 
of food animals. Antibiotics should 
only be used for treating animals 
when indicated by a genuine thera-
peutic need and based on antibiotic 
therapeutic guidelines.

“Antibiotic use for mass disease 
prevention must not substitute for 
good animal husbandry and welfare. 
Farm practices such as overcrowding, 
unhygienic conditions, inappropri-
ate diets, and early weaning requir-
ing routine antibiotic administration, 
must be prohibited. Similarly, antibi-
otic use for growth promotion must 
be banned,” said the Declaration.

Antibiotics considered critically 
important for humans must not be 
used for animals, except in specifi c 
circumstances in order to save life or 
prevent serious suffering, it added, 
recommending that regulations be 
instituted and enforced to ensure 
antibiotics are marked with appropri-
ate warnings and clear distinctions 
between human and animal use, so as 
to help control and monitor antibiotic 
consumption.

The Coalition further said that 

food produced without routine use 
of antibiotics and without antibiotic 
residues should be labelled through 
reliable, certifi ed schemes to facili-
tate consumer choice. Likewise, it 
added that food produced with rou-
tine use of antibiotics must be clearly 
labelled, until effective prohibition of 
such antibiotic use can be introduced.

“Civil society and consumer 
movements should target the supply 
chain by exposing and boycotting 
corporations that produce or provide 
food with routine use of antibiotics.

“Short of radical changes in our 
innovation system, we stand at the 
precipice of a post-antibiotic era. We 
call for public leadership promot-
ing new, needs-driven research and 
development models based on the 
principle of de-linkage: divorcing 
price from research and development 
costs, as well as from sales volumes,” 
said the Coalition.

It underlined that public fund-
ing is essential, and benefits of 
these investments should accrue to 
the public. In addition, incentives 
should target new antibiotics with 
novel mechanisms of action or with 
signifi cant public health value.

“We must couple these incentives 
with measures conserving antibiotics 
use,” said the Coalition.

Further noting that innova-
tion requires access to the building 
blocks of knowledge, the Coalition 
called for public leadership to estab-
lish pooled efforts and support open 
research. These might include enrich-
ing compound libraries with poten-
tial new drug candidates, providing 
specimen banks to aid developers of 
new diagnostics, building clinical 
trial networks to ease recruitment 
of patients, sharing pre-clinical and 
clinical data, and publishing fi ndings 
in open access journals.

“We call for public leadership to 
establish a network of bio-repositor-
ies that can harness biodiversity for 
natural products that might be tomor-
row’s antibiotics. This will require 
committing public funding, enlisting 
the informed participation of low- 
and middle-income countries, where 
much of this biodiversity exists, in 
the process of innovation, and ensur-
ing returns through fair and equitable 
benefi t-sharing arrangements with 
those countries.”

Complete trial data and other 

Call for global action on 
antimicrobial resistance
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information concerning the safety, 
effi cacy and resistance profi les of 
antibiotics and diagnostics should be 
made publicly available, to advance 
scientifi c progress and rational use, 
with privacy protections in place.

“We reject additional intellectual 
property measures. These are likely 
to compromise patient access and 
reward high sales volumes without 
altering the current failing incentives 
structure. The needs of one patient 
group should not be sacrifi ced to 
another, for example, via propos-
als for an Intellectual Property (IP) 
voucher that would transfer the cost 
of antibiotic development to other 
patient groups,” said the Coalition in 
its Declaration.

The paramount concern of regu-
latory review of new antibiotics must 
be the improved health outcomes 
and safety of patients facing multi-
drug-resistant infections. In recent 
years, drug regulatory agencies have 
amended regulations for antibiotics 
to approve them based on clinical 
trials with small sample sizes and 
surrogate endpoints.

However, the Coalition stressed, 
lowering standards of clinical trials 
only to incentivise drug companies 
to bring drugs to market without sig-
nifi cant public health benefi t is not 
acceptable.

“A broad, holistic approach, 
based on an ecological understand-
ing of bacteria, should be encouraged 
so as to spur innovative ways of dis-
covering new antibiotics as well as 
fi nding solutions and approaches to 
infections other than through the use 
of antibiotics,” said the civil society 
groups.

International action
With respect to international 

action and cooperation, the Coali-
tion said that a global framework for 
action must be developed by govern-
ments through the United Nations 
system, in close collaboration with 
all stakeholders, and that such a 
framework must include targets and 
ways of tracking their achievement 
that can be applied according to 
national circumstances.

“National governments should 
formulate specific, measurable, 
achievable, realistic and time-bound 
targets for controlling antibiotic 
resistance.”

International cooperation should 
support low- and middle-income 
countries fi nancially and technically, 
including through capacity-building, 
to enable them to implement the set 
targets effectively, said the Coali-
tion, adding that international action 
should ensure that the terms of any 
global, regional and bilateral trade, 
investment or intellectual property 
rules do not undermine laws and poli-
cies that aim to implement effective 
controls over antibiotics.

International organisations, 
including both the United Nations 
system and other institutions, should 
scale up their actions and coordina-
tion to match the urgency of the crisis 
posed by antibiotic resistance, said 
the Coalition.

In this regard, it called on WHO 
to enhance its efforts to take a genu-
ine leadership role by signifi cantly 
expanding its in-house capacity, 
making a strong case for member 
states to provide the necessary 
funds, providing enhanced training 
and policy guidance to developing 
countries for strengthened national 
regulatory structures, establishing 
closer collaboration with organisa-
tions and movements with non-profi t, 
public health interests at the core, and 
effectively challenging institutions 
and interests working against the 
containment of antibiotic resistance.

“The Codex Alimentarius, the 
joint WHO and FAO international 
food standards, should develop new 
sets of standards for antibiotic use 
in food animals which takes into 
account not only residues in food, 
but also antibiotic resistance.”

In addition, the Coalition said 
that FAO and OIE should prioritise 
efforts to ensure radical reductions 
of antibiotics use in food production 
and processing, and not shy away 
from the far-reaching implications 
this may have on the industrial agri-
culture model of food production.

It also called on international 
organisations to work together with 
national governments to develop a 
robust system of surveillance of anti-
biotics usage and resistance.
The Coalition’s Declaration on 
Antibiotic Resistance can be 
found at www.reactgroup.org.
Third World Resurgence 

Magazine

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: The votes are in, the 
elections in three eastern German 
states are over and done with. 
Political porcelain has been 
broken, raising questions on what 
went wrong and, to quote that 
old Abbott and Costello routine, 
“Who’s on fi rst?” for the next fi ve 
years.

In Saxony, the Christian Demo-
crats remained well on top, with 40.2 
percent. Their well-spoken minister-
president Stanislaw Tillich, 55, a 
member of a Slavic minority called 
the Sorbs, deserves more credit than 
Angela Merkel, national head of his 
party. But since their CDU again 
failed to get over half the seats, they 
must now choose junior partners, 
either Social Democrats or Greens. 
Both did miserably at the polls but 
are now chewing their nails hopeful-
ly. As for the LEFT ( DIE LINKE), 
it retained its long-held second place, 
but so far behind the winner (18.9) 
that it has nothing to boast about.

In Brandenburg, the big state 
surrounding Berlin, the LEFT has 
been a junior partner with the Social 
Democrats for the past fi ve years. But 
alas, the four cabinet seats it occu-
pied as its share in the government 
did not help it one bit; of those who 
voted (a record low of 47.9 percent) 
the largest number gave credit to the 
Social Democrats for whatever they 
had liked, and punished the LEFT for 
what they hadn’t. It lost its second 
position, and of the 44 electoral 
districts, of which its direct candi-
dates had won 21 fi ve years ago, it 
now held on to only a measly four. 
In one district a leading LEFT can-
didate got 6,507 votes, losing by 
exactly two votes! (There will be a 
recount; in case of an exact tie they 
will draw lots or fl ip a coin). The dev-
astating LEFT loss (from 27.2 down 
to 18.6) means that the fairly new, 
already popular Social Democratic 
government leader may drop them 
as junior partners in favour of the 
Christian Democrats, now in second 
place. This means that in Potsdam, 
Brandenburg’s capital, it is the LEFT 
that is chewing its nails, while won-
dering how it could lose so many 
voters despite what it viewed as suc-
cesses of its well-meaning cabinet 
members.

In those two states it had long 
been clear who would remain top 
man. But in Thuringia, the future of 
the top woman has long been in doubt 
and suspense – and still is. Christine 
Lieberknecht, 56, a Christian Demo-
crat and native of eastern Weimar, 
was long in control here, with the 
Social Democrats as junior partners, 

the same constellation as in the fed-
eral government, where another far 
better-known East German woman 
is in command.

But the LEFT is strongest in 
Thuringia, not way behind her CDU 
as in neighbouring Saxony, and this 
time it hoped to win Social Demo-
crats and maybe Greens as junior 
partners, joining to oust the Chris-
tians from power here for the fi rst 
time. This is still possible; they have 
improved their results of 2009, if 
only by a measly 0.8 points (to 28.2). 
Now it is up to the Social Democrats 
who can, despite their catastrophic 
vote of only 12.4 percent, join with 
the Greens to become either the king 
maker - or the queen keeper, as they 
must now decide.

If they raise their LEFT hands 
they would be choosing the very fi rst 
LEFT state minister-president in all 
of unifi ed Germany. Bodo Ramelow, 
58, a union leader who moved over 
from West Germany, still hopes to 
break all precedents and defy all 
prejudices.

It seems more than likely, how-
ever, that the Social Democrats will 
not risk this bold step, despite the sad 
electoral results of their rejecting the 
same possibility in 2009. My predic-
tion: they will prefer to play their 
right hand and “stay in line”. The last 
I heard, all sides in Thuringia were 
biting their nails.

If the Social Democrats do stick 
with the Christian Democrats the 
two would hold exactly 46 seats in 
the legislature, one single seat more 
than the required majority. If instead 
the LEFT joins with Social Demo-
crats and Greens to rule the roost, the 
three would have exactly the same 
majority of 46 seats - just one more 
than needed. Pretty shaky either way!

Although results varied from 
state to state, some things were simi-
lar. The Greens, never strong in the 
east, hung on and won the required 
fi ve percent three times, but twice 
just barely. The Free Democrats 
(FDP), once so important as scale-
tippers in German politics, failed to 
make it anywhere, and are rapidly 
fading away.

The NDP (National Democrats), 
the almost openly pro-fascist party, 
also failed to win fi ve percent any-
where, even in Saxony this time, and 
are also clearly fading.

Far more important and more 
alarming is the new party, Alterna-
tive for Germany (AfD). In all three 
of these fi rst runs it won on or about 
ten percent. And though still vague 
on many positions, with various inner 
confl icts, it is sharp and clear on two 
issues: German nationalist spouting 
and anti-immigrant attacks. Although 

these states have the fewest refugees 
and immigrants, nasty media report-
ing on crime by “foreigners” has its 
effect.

The new AfD also stressed a few 
social issues, even praising (but only 
in East Germany) some good ele-
ments in the old GDR. Avoiding all 
thug-like types in heavy boots and 
SS tattoos in favour of wise-looking 
professors and pretty, dainty-looking 
young ladies, it has been able to 
attract voters from all other parties, 
especially those who want somehow 
to protest, and that included thou-
sands who formerly voted for the 
LEFT. The AfD seems the big new 
danger, and although the Christian 
Democrats officially rejected all 
coalitions with it, some in that party 
are looking almost greedily toward a 
new right-wing bloc.

As for the LEFT, one thing seems 
all too certain: wherever it has joined 
the Social Democrats as junior part-
ners in a coalition – Brandenburg has 
been the third such effort – it got the 
worst of it and, to use the German 
phrase, it “lost feathers” – in this case 
voters. It tried so hard to get along 
with its senior partners in Branden-
burg, and pushed so hard to join up 
with Social Democrats and Greens in 
Saxony and Thuringia that, as some 
members complained, it too often 
neglected to enter militant fi ghts for 
and together with those who gained 
little or nothing from the establish-
ment of “free market capitalism” in 
East Germany.

It is those voters who turned to 
the AfD to register a confused protest 
or who refrained from voting alto-
gether – almost half the electorate. 
Hopes for respectability and cabinet 
seats, successful or not, may help 
achieve some reforms and improve-
ments but usually require a general 
approval of the status quo.

In Saxony, the only LEFT can-
didate to win a direct mandate was 
36 year old Juliane Nagel in Leipzig. 
She got out into the streets in loud 
and lively defence of people’s rights, 
of immigrants, and against neo-
Nazis. Her less conformist methods 
might just serve as a lesson.

Germany has profited greatly 
from its export successes, often at the 
expense of those in other countries. 
But even at home many are suffering, 
especially children of the jobless, of 
single mothers, of less highly-skilled 
immigrants. And no one knows when 
the next crisis will hit – or how tough 
and long-lasting it will be. Status quo 
policies are pleasanter, perhaps, but 
do not seem very promising, on the 
state, federal, perhaps even the world 
level!
People’s World 

Germany: 
The votes are in
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Blake Deppe

NEW YORK: From all over the 
US and around the world, people 
fl ocked to the People’s Climate 
March here on September 21. 
They came to stand up for the 
environment, oppose those who 
would continue to jeopardise the 
planet, and show New Yorkers 
that the grass is always greener 
... when you fi ght to make it that 
way.

Some 400,000 people showed up 
for the event, in a bold campaign to 
wake the world up to the dangers of 
climate change, especially ahead of 
world leaders meeting on September 
23 to debate environmental action at 
the UN Climate Summit.

This was no small demonstration 
with event organisers calling it the 
largest climate march in world his-
tory, much larger than the Forward 
on Climate rally held in Washington, 
DC last year (an impressive event in 
and of itself). Among the hundreds of 
thousands fi lling the streets of Mid-
town Manhattan there were celeb-
rities, of course, including 350.org’s 
Bill McKibben, actor Leonardo 
DiCaprio, and independent Senator 
Bernie Sanders. Generating some of 
the most excitement, however, were 
activists from other nations who 
stood in solidarity with their peers.

They came from both richer and 
poorer nations alike, with the visitors 
from the poorer countries, however, 
underlining how it is their countries 
that often suffer fi rst and foremost 
from the drastic effects of climate 
change.

From Jaitapur, Maharashtra 
State, India was Dr Vaishali Patil, 
head of the anti-nuclear group 
Forum Against Disastrous Projects in 
Konkan and president of the Forum 
for Demanding the Rights of Indige-
nous People. She is currently leading 
the charge in the fi ght to stop Jaitapur 
Nuclear Power Plant, which would 
become the largest nuclear power 
plant in the world, from being built 
in her country.

“Nuclear energy can never be 
clean energy,” she said. “It can never 
be safe energy. And pursuit of these 
types of dirty energy are examples of 
violence against nature and against 
the planet. Many people are angry 
about my country’s development of 
nuclear power, but no one else from 
India is participating here today – so I 
am here to stand with everyone in the 
fi ght to save the environment. I am 
here with a message of peace – for 
animals, nature, and human beings.”

Hailing from Vanuatu, Pacifi c 
Islands, Isso Nihmel, a coordinator 
with 350.org, said he was also here to 
stand in solidarity with everyone, and 
to call to attention the environmental 
havoc that occurs in his own home-
land. “When we talk about climate 
change in the Pacifi c Islands, we are 
very serious. For us, it is the biggest 
issue. We’re facing pollution of our 
sea water, pollution of our drinking 
water, and other climate disasters 
due to our reliance on dirty coal 
and Big Oil. Nothing is being done, 
and this is a serious matter for our 
young people. This is our future, and 
it’s being taken away from us. So I 
became part of a 350 group called 
Pacific Climate Warriors, and we 
came here today to let people know 
that we plan to do something about 
the fossil fuels that threaten us.”

Just what they intend to do will 
occur this October, when the Pacifi c 
Climate Warriors, all from the Pacifi c 
Islands, will sail to Australia’s Port of 
Newcastle, the world’s largest coal 
port, which is responsible for most 
of the coal pollution that drifts over 
into their homeland. They will cross 
the Pacifi c on traditional handmade 
canoes in what could become the 
most creative mass demonstration of 
all time, in order to draw attention to 
their plight.

Union members were among the 
hundreds of thousands of Americans 
at the march. Saying they see climate 
change as a labour issue, they pointed 
to the fact that climate disasters like 
Hurricane Sandy here in New York 
often hurt their members – workers, 

the poor, youth, women, immigrants 
and people of colour – the most and 
that that green jobs could be good-
wage jobs that can’t be shipped 
overseas.

Among the marchers were 
members of the Communications 
Workers of America, the Teamsters, 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees, 
the Service Employees International 
Union, the United Auto Workers and 
many others.

Shane Red Hawk, a member of 
the Sicangu Lakota tribe from Ring 
Thunder, South Dakota, was here 
to talk about a danger more close 
to home – one which could further 
exacerbate environmental degrada-
tion and burden his people: the Key-
stone XL pipeline. “We need all the 
help we can get,” he said. “Once they 
start building this pipeline, that’s it. 
This is going to hit us and hurt us 
on many levels. They’re tearing up 
an important and precious land. And 
my Lakota people, we call water our 
fi rst medicine, and it’s very impor-
tant – vital – to us, like oxygen. It’s 
something that’s so important it’s 
sacred, so if a pipeline leak were to 
contaminate it, it’s a lot more than 
the pollution part of it; you’re affect-
ing everything that relies on that 
water, from vegetation to human 
beings. We consider it to be a terrible 
desecration.”

The level of diversity of the 
people attending the march was 
incredible, but also ironic, because 
while oceans separate their nations, 
the problems of climate change and 
environmental chaos seemed to have 
drawn them closer together than ever 
before.

“Our traditional resources are 
slowly being depleted,” said 350’s 
Nihmel. “Some of our colonies are 
being forced to relocate. What is hap-
pening to us is wrong.” However, 
he concluded, echoing his group’s 
slogan, “We are not drowning. We 
are fi ghting.”
People’s World 

Demonstrators make their way down Sixth Avenue in New York.

Unfair, unlawful 
and unjust
Will Stone

A last minute possession order 
to evict mums from empty east 
London fl ats was described as 
“unfair, unlawful and unjust” 
by a county court judge yester-
day, campaigners have claimed. 
Newham Borough Council issued 
an interim possession order yes-
terday morning in a bid to forcibly 
remove the campaigning Focus 
E15 Mothers, who are occupying 
the vacant Carpenter’s Estate in 
Doran Walk, Stratford.

But a judge sitting at Bow 
County Court, where a case was 
speedily heard at 2 pm, threw the 
order out, calling it “unfair, unlaw-
ful and unjust.” The order was 
held to have not given the occu-
piers enough time to seek legal 
advice, according to a campaign 
spokesman.

Focus E15 mothers occupied 

the boarded-up building overlook-
ing the Olympic Village after the 
council pulled funding for social 
homes due to budget cuts and told 
tenants to rent privately.

Since Focus E15 Mothers 
occupied the fl ats last Sunday, the 
group has seen widespread media 
attention. Mum Sam Middleton 
told the Star that the campaign 
was all about fi ghting back against 
the “social cleansing” happening 
across London and other parts of 
Britain – the ghettoisation of poorer 
communities.

She said that the council also 
turned off the water supply to the 
building yesterday morning, leav-
ing their young children and babies 
without access to water. “It’s an act 
of aggression by the council,” she 
said. “They’re angry at all the bad 
publicity they’ve received so they 
resort to dirty tricks.

“But their actions are totally 

inhumane. For them to just take the 
running water away without any 
notice when there are babies in the 
house.”

Newham Council confi rmed it 
had applied for a possession order 
for the block of four fl ats on the 
Carpenters Estate. A spokesman 
said the judge adjourned the case 
so that those illegally occupying 
the property could be provided with 
three days’ notice of the hearing as 
set out under the Civil Procedure 
Rules 1998.

The hearing had been resched-
uled for 10 am on Thursday October 
2, the spokesman added.

Newham Council claimed that it 
wished to make the fl ats available as 
homes on a short-term basis before 
the whole estate was redeveloped.
Morning Star 

400,000 climate marchers 
paint NY green
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They came from both richer and poorer 
nations alike, with the visitors from the 
poorer countries, however, underlining 

how it is their countries that often 
suffer first and foremost from the 
drastic effects of climate change.
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Tony Cartalucci

The West was racing against the 
clock – attempting to justify war 
with Syria by allegedly “fi ght-
ing” the so-called “Islamic State” 
(ISIS) in Syria before the world 
fully realised the West and its 
allies had in fact created ISIS in 
the fi rst place and was to this day 
arming, funding, and directing 
them. In haste that can only be 
described as desperation border-
ing criminal insanity, the West 
announced that it has begun air 
and missile attacks on Syrian 
territory.

It alleges that it is attacking ISIS, 
however – and unlike its campaign in 
neighbouring Iraq – the US in partic-
ular refuses to provide any details as 
to what it is actually doing in Syria.

Reuters would report in its arti-
cle, “US, Arab partners launch fi rst 
strikes on IS in Syria,” that:

“The United States and several 
Gulf Arab allies launched air 
and missile strikes on Islamic 
State strongholds in Syria on 
Tuesday, US offi cials said, 
opening a new, far more com-
plicated front in the battle 
against the militants.

“I can confi rm that US military 
and partner nation forces are 
undertaking military action 
against (Islamic State) terror-
ists in Syria using a mix of 
fi ghter, bomber and Tomahawk 
Land Attack Missiles,’ Rear 
Admiral John Kirby, Penta-
gon press secretary, said in a 
statement.”
It is these very “Arab partners” 

that are also on record, arming and 
funding terrorism along Syria’s 
borders as well as backing terror-
ist organisations operating in Syria 
itself. Saudi Arabia and Qatar, in par-
ticular, have been providing money 
and cash, while the US CIA distrib-
uted it mainly along Turkey’s border 
with Syria in the north, and Jordan’s 
border with Syria to the south.

Despite years of rhetoric attempt-
ing to differentiate what the West 
calls “moderates” from known ter-
rorist organisations including US 
State Department-listed foreign ter-
rorist organisations Al Nusra, and the 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), 
it is clear that literally days before 
ISIS crossed into Iraq triggering the 
latest geopolitical crisis in the region, 
ISIS was fi ghting alongside so-called 
moderates in an attack on Syria’s 

town of Kassab along the border with 
Turkey. Turkey, a NATO member, 
would even go as far as providing air 
cover for the attack which was in fact 
launched from Turkish territory.

The fact remains that the only 
genuine fight against Al-Qaeda, 
ISIS, and other terrorist groups in 
the region, has been led by the Syrian 
government and its military.

“Terror Capital”
Whatever it is that the US and 

its “Arab partners” are attacking in 
Syria at the moment, it is assuredly 
not ISIS. When the smoke clears, we 
will likely see Syria’s Raqqa region 
carved off and fi rmly in the hands of 
the very terrorists the US claims it is 
attacking. The only change will be 
that they now benefi t from US air-
power, and the Western media will 
no longer label them ISIS, but rather, 
as “moderates.” Carving off Aleppo 
would also be likely, though loftier 
goal for the West – transforming 
either it or Raqqa into an “opposition 
capital” like Benghazi was in Libya.

Carving off territory from Syria 
and creating “buffer zones” was part 
of the US agenda in Syria for years 
– long before the threat of ISIS was 
wielded as a potential pretext for 
direct US military intervention. ISIS 
is simply the latest construct being 
used to implement the strategy.

While the idea of a buffer zone 
is meant to look like the latest honest 
attempt to solve a growing regional 
crisis and to “win” the war in Syria, 
in reality this has been planned since 
at least March of 2012, where the 
idea was proposed by the corporate-
fi nancier funded Brookings Institu-
tion in their “Middle East Memo 
#21”, “Assessing Options for Regime 
Change” where it stated specifi cally:

“An alternative is for diplomat-
ic efforts to focus fi rst on how 
to end the violence and how to 
gain humanitarian access, as 
is being done under Annan’s 
leadership. This may lead to 
the creation of safe-havens and 
humanitarian corridors, which 
would have to be backed by 
limited military power. This 
would, of course, fall short of 
US goals for Syria and could 
preserve Assad in power. From 
that starting point, however, it 
is possible that a broad coali-
tion with the appropriate inter-
national mandate could add 
further coercive action to its 
efforts.”

Brookings continues by describ-
ing how Turkey’s aligning of vast 
amounts of weapons and troops along 
its border in coordination with Israeli 
efforts in the south of Syria, could 
help effect violent regime change in 
Syria:

“In addition, Israel’s intel-
ligence services have a strong 
knowledge of Syria, as well as 
assets within the Syrian regime 
that could be used to subvert 
the regime’s power base and 
press for Assad’s removal. 
Israel could posture forces 
on or near the Golan Heights 
and, in so doing, might divert 
regime forces from suppress-
ing the opposition.

“This posture may conjure 
fears in the Assad regime of a 
multi-front war, particularly 
if Turkey is willing to do the 
same on its border and if the 
Syrian opposition is being fed 
a steady diet of arms and train-
ing. Such a mobilisation could 
perhaps persuade Syria’s mili-
tary leadership to oust Assad 
in order to preserve itself. 
Advocates argue this additional 
pressure could tip the balance 
against Assad inside Syria, 
if other forces were aligned 
properly.”

Clearly, a “buffer zone” is the 
next step for Western designs aimed 
at exacting regime change in Syria. 
It was also a step that merely needed 
a pretext to move forward. In 2012, 
fabricated border incidents with 

Turkey were being used to help 
implement this strategy but failed. 
Now the threat of ISIS is being used 
to resell the exact same scheme.

While Turkey and Israel continue 
applying pressure on Syria’s borders, 
America’s assault on Syrian territory 
itself will begin carving out the safe 
havens and corridors described by 
Brookings in 2012.

Before Syria and its allies could 
fi ll the geostrategic void Western-
backed terrorists created in eastern 
Syria and northern Iraq, the West has 
moved – but perhaps what would 
have become a trap for Syrian, Ira-
nian, and other regional forces, may 
end up a trap instead for Western 
forces and their “Arab partners”. This 
however, depends entirely on Syria 

and its allies’ ability to mire the West 
in protracted fi ghting – fi ghting that 
may eventually lead to America’s 
Persian Gulf allies’ doorsteps.

For now, Syria and its allies must 
formulate carefully a strategy that 
resists overreaction to immense prov-
ocations, understand the true nature 
of America’s aggression, determining 
whether it was exercised from a posi-
tion of strength or immense weak-
ness, and devise countermeasures 
that accommodate long-term conse-
quences of America’s current cam-
paign. A balance between allowing 
the West to exhaust its last desperate 
options, but preventing long-term 
entrenchment of Western-backed 
proxies must be struck.
globalresearch.ca 

International

On September 19, more than 30,000 taxi and bus drivers in 
Kolkata, India, responded to a call from local trade unionists 
by continuing a state-wide transport strike and demanding an 
increase in fares and the dropping of charges against 500 taxi 
drivers in August. Centre of Indian Trade Unions state President, 
Shyamal Chakraborty, said that strike was successful, but a 
few taxi drivers were arrested. He added that “the government 
should listen to the drivers’ demands rather than arresting them”.

On September 23, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) condemned South Korean authorities for supporting the 
dropping of anti-DPRK leafl ets from balloons by groups in the south 
into its territory. The DPRK considered such actions to be hostile to 
its social system and a violation of inter-Korean agreements which 
were signed by the DPRK and the South Korean authorities. The 
South Korean government denied any involvement in the activity 
and said that it was unable to stop civil groups’ leafl ets scattering.

At the United Nations Climate Change Summit in New York 
on September 23, Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister Pham 
Binh Minh called for a new global, legally binding frame-
work to achieve the goal of limiting the world to a less than a 2° 
Celsius rise in global temperature. He added that the frame-
work must be based on equity and shared responsibilities under 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
He stressed that Vietnam would reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 8-10 percent compared to 2010 and to reduce the ratio 
of its energy consumption to GDP to 1.0 - 1.5 percent per annum.

Region Briefs

Strikes on Syria are 
desperation incarnate

US airstrikes over Syria.

Venezuela
the revolution continues
la revolución continúa

Monday October 6 (Labour Day holiday)
9:00am - 6:00pm

Redfern Town Hall 73 Pitt Street, Redfern

Feature discussions will include Ideology of Bolivarian revolution, Social and economic 
achievements, Truth and media lies of revolution, Bolivarian Alternative for the America

Contact: Vlaudin 0450 082 960, Fred 0412 556 527, or Roberto 0425 182 994

An event organised by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in conjunction with: Australia Venezuela Solidarity Network, 
Bolivarian Circle, Chile Solidarity Committee, Committee for Human Rights in Guatemala, Communist Party of Australia, Green 
Left Weekly, Grupo Ibiray - Fondo Raul Sendic, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front Committee (Sydney), Latin America 

Social Forum, Maritime Union of Australia, Socialist Alliance, Socialist Alternative, United for Colombia.

Sydney
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Regional NSW 
needs protection 
from aggressive gas 
industry
The Lock the Gate Alliance has 
welcomed a 12 month extension 
on the New South Wales govern-
ment’s freeze on new Petroleum 
Exploration Licences and exami-
nation of current licences, and is 
calling for upfront protections for 
water resources, farmland and 
bushland to be introduced as part 
of the process.

The extension on the freeze was 
announced last week but will have no 
effect on two controversial coal seam 

gas production projects at Narrabri 
and Gloucester. Farming communi-
ties in the North West and Gloucester 
were facing mounting vilifi cation and 
pressure over coal seam gas mining 
and being blamed for rising gas 
prices which are entirely the result 
of the coal seam gas industry itself.

The idea that there is too much 
control of this unsafe industry in 
New South Wales is ludicrous. There 
is currently no protection at all for 
important water resources or farm-
land in the North West and North-
ern Rivers or in Sydney’s drinking 
water catchment. In Gloucester and 
Camden, there are coal seam gas 
wells just a few hundred metres from 
people’s homes.

We would like to see the review 
of petroleum licences extend to iden-
tifying no-go areas for mining in 
precious water resources, important 
farmland and special bushland. In the 
meantime of course, no further action 
should be taken to progress contro-
versial coal seam gas projects in the 
Pilliga and Gloucester.

The reckless decision by Queens-
land and the Commonwealth gov-
ernments to allow three huge coal 

seam gas export projects to be built 
simultaneously in Queensland has 
thrown the east coast gas market into 
some turmoil and sharply driven up 
the price of gas that households and 
manufacturers in New South Wales 
are being forced to pay.

There is no shortage of gas on 
the east coast – but there seems to 
be a desperate shortage of common 
sense. When our own demand for 
gas is falling, and the amount of gas 
we’re producing is rising, it’s absurd 
to cry hysterically about shortfalls 
and crises. What we should be doing 
is taking the opportunity to map and 
protect the parts of the state that are 
too precious to risk for these short 
term resource industries, and put pro-
tections in place for the long-term.

Digging up precious groundwa-
ter and spoiling the farmlands that 
feed this state to cover the mistakes 
of greedy gas companies that have 
signed contracts to sell gas they 
don’t have would be foolhardy in 
the extreme. New South Wales rural 
communities won’t stand for it.

Phil Laird, 
National Coordinator

Lock the Gate Alliance

Running to full-blown 
war
Every traveller outside Australia 
would know that the world press 
in not exactly falling over itself to 
cover events in Australia. The only 
coverage is usually about animals, 
shark attacks and the like. So it is 
interesting to note that our Ameri-
can friends are so keen to cover 
anti-terrorist raids in Sydney and 
other places.

John Kerry, the US Secretary 
of State, informed the US Congress 
about these events. It is not all that 
surprising if one thinks about the 
effort the US is making in trying to 
continue with its endless wars. The 
Australian government is so servile 
that it seems to be running to a full-
blown new war even quicker than its 
overseas master. While the US is still 
saying it won’t have soldiers on the 
ground, they also point out that they 
will need somebody to direct air and 
artillery strikes.

It seems that that “somebody” 
is being provided by Australia. Like 
the old Howard government which 
had taken Australia to war despite 

mass protests and on a lie about the 
weapons of mass destruction that 
never existed, the Abbott govern-
ment is doing the same using the 
terrorist threat on the Australian soil. 
The initiators of the Iraqi wars have 
never been taken to court for their 
war crimes.

There is no need to commit 
Australian troops to the new illegal 
adventure – it will only increase the 
tension not only in the Middle East 
but everywhere else. To frighten 
people with a terrorist threat is not 
wise either. It is clear that the gov-
ernment wants to set one group of 
people against another – a very poor 
tactic though unfortunately it works 
quite often.

There are people who are intent 
on criminal actions – but that’s who 
they are, criminals. The state has 
enough powers to deal with them and 
you don’t have to use 800 people to 
arrest two suspects. It looked a bit 
theatrical and made one wonder why 
it was done this way. Once again, 
it brought the memories of John 
Howard and his lies.

Mati English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

In April 1978, the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), the previ-
ously underground Marxist-Leninist 
organisation in the country, led a popular 
uprising against the semi-feudal monarchy 
and the corrupt pseudo-democratic bour-
geois regime that supported it. Known as 
the Saur Revolution, this event saw thou-
sands of political prisoners freed from the 
previous regime’s jails. Even Australia’s 
prime minister, Malcolm Fraser, welcomed 
the overthrow of the Daoud Khan regime.

Outside Kabul, however, the feudal beys 
and their hangers on saw the new regime as a 
direct threat to their privileges and especially 
to their domination of the land. US and British 
intelligence services were quick to seek them 
out. (British Intelligence had a long history of 
involvement in Afghanistan, dating back to 
the 1930s and the involvement of Lawrence of 
Arabia – under his pseudonym “Aircraftsman 
Brown”). The anti-democratic regime in Paki-
stan supported the counter-revolutionary ele-
ments in Afghanistan with the help of the USA 
and Saudi Arabia. Between them, the US and 
Saudi Arabia provided the counter-revolution-
ary forces (the so-called mujahideen) with an 
estimated US$6 billion to US$40 billion worth 
of cash and weapons, which included over two 
thousand Stinger surface-to-air missiles.

Within months, opponents of the new 
government launched an uprising in eastern 
Afghanistan backed by fundamentalist reli-
gious propaganda that quickly expanded into 
a civil war waged by guerrilla mujahideen 
against government forces countrywide. Paki-
stan’s government provided these rebels with 

covert training centres while facilitating the 
involvement of US, Saudi and Pakistani spe-
cial forces. The beleaguered PDPA Afghan 
government appealed to the Soviet Union for 
assistance and several thousand Soviet troops 
went to their aid. This thwarted imperialism’s 
imminent military victory but gave them a great 
propaganda weapon to use against the USSR.

The PDPA prohibited usury, declared equal-
ity of the sexes, and introduced women to polit-
ical life. The counter-revolutionary forces used 
terror against the families of those suspected 
of supporting the revolutionary program. The 
US built up, armed and trained the mujahideen 
forces that after the Soviet army withdrew in 
1989 would metamorphose into the Taliban. 
In 1992 they captured Kabul and brutally mur-
dered President Mohammad Najibullah.

Afghanistan is strategically placed in close 
proximity to Central Asia’s oil-producing 
regions as well as having common borders with 
Pakistan and China. It is a key component in the 
US strategy of surrounding China and Russia. 
Not surprisingly, the Bush White House used 
the 9-11 terrorist attacks as an opportunity for a 
massive escalation of US military involvement 
in Afghanistan.

But, as US journalist Anand Gopal says in 
his non-fi ction book about the war in Afghani-
stan, No Good Men Among the Living, the 
system the US put in place “did not reward 
stability, legitimacy or popularity. Instead it 
rewarded those who could serve up enemies.” 
Commenting on Gopal’s book in Truthout, 
former US soldier Rory Fanning observed that 
“the US was quite content to cast a wide and 
bloody net over the country [Afghanistan]. 

Gopal relates stories of many who did eve-
rything possible to align themselves with US 
interests. But even these people found them-
selves imprisoned indefi nitely without due 
process in Guantánamo and the like. The US 
saw little difference between innocent Afghans 
and members of the Taliban. They just wanted 
blood – anyone’s.”

For US commentators, the most “startling” 
part of Gopal’s book is the section dealing with 
the collapse of the Taliban in 2001. “The Tali-
ban crumbled under the power of overwhelm-
ing US airpower. In the face of such an abject 
defeat, members of the movement – from the 
rank-and-fi le to the senior leadership – sought 
to save themselves by surrendering or switch-
ing sides.” Al-Qaeda fl ed to Pakistan within 
months of the US invasion. Comments Rory 
Fanning: “Everything that happened, the US 
casualties, the thousands of Afghan civilian 
deaths, and the half a trillion dollars spent not 
on infrastructure but destruction could have 
been avoided if the US had accepted the sur-
render. But the Bush and then Obama adminis-
tration demanded unending blood.”

Because, of course, their strategy was not 
to bring peace and stability to Afghanistan or 
anywhere else: it was instead to establish and 
maintain the policy of “endless war”.

When the Cold War went quiescent, it was 
replaced by the War On Drugs, which in turn 
has been replaced by the War On Terror. Says 
Anand Gopal: “Terrorism has replaced com-
munism as the enemy du jour. Once, the US 
allied with a host of unsavoury actors in the 
name of fi ghting communism; it engineered 
coups and undermined democratically elected 

governments, and funded proxy armies around 
the globe. Today, it allies with unsavoury actors 
and supports warlords, undermining the devel-
opment of democracy in Afghanistan. All this 
is done in the name of fi ghting terror.

“Furthermore, the US experience in 
Afghanistan undermines the idea that you can 
defeat ‘terrorism’ – which, we should keep in 
mind, is a military tactic, not a political ideol-
ogy – through the occupation of a country.

“By supporting a network of warlords 
[in Afghanistan], and by fuelling corruption 
through its contracts and private security com-
panies, the US has helped create a culture of 
impunity and lawlessness. The extraordinary 
level of corruption that plagues the Afghan 
government is a direct result of the way the 
US and its allies have administered aid. A typi-
cal contract will be subcontracted a number of 
times, with US businesses, Afghan politicians 
and local warlords each taking a cut, before 
an ordinary Afghan sees a penny. Washington 
funds militias and strongmen who are the real 
authorities in the southern countryside, not the 
Afghan government. For these reasons, Afghan 
democracy exists mostly on paper.”

One could say much the same thing about 
US democracy, of course. But that’s another 
story. In the meantime, the focus of the Pen-
tagon’s war plans has shifted back to Iraq and 
Syria. Its proxy “Free Syrian Army” having 
been defeated, the US is now relying on the 
religious fanatics of ISIS to provide both pre-
text and cover for the US to conduct an air war 
against Syria, as it did so successfully against 
Libya. And the Australian government will be 
right behind the US. As usual. 

A US army soldier calls for an airstrike on the hills surrounding Barge Matal, during Operation 
Mountain Fire in Afghanistan’s eastern Nuristan province, July 2009. (Photo: US army)
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Afghanistan and 
endless war
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Tsarist Russia, before the 
Revolution, was known as 

the “Prison of Nations” because of 
the large number of national minori-
ties who languished there under the 
oppressive rule of the Tsar and his 
innumerable Royal hangers-on. One 
of the fi rst acts of the new Soviet 
government was the introduction 
of a truly revolutionary nationali-
ties policy, largely drafted by Stalin, 
described by Lenin as the Bolshe-
viks’ “expert on the nationalities 
question”. Essential elements of this 
policy were creating a written lan-
guage for each national minority, 
literacy programs in their own lan-
guage, the creation of newspapers in 
their own languages.

In the new six-part series Talking 
Language With Ernie Dingo (NITV 
Sunday October 5 at 8.30pm) Ernie 
visits six people from across Austral-
ia whose stories of a spiritual con-
nection to country highlight some of 
the benefi ts and current challenges 
Indigenous people face to maintain, 
revive and create Aboriginal lan-
guages within their communities.

Episode One deals with the 6,000 
to 7,000 people who speak one or 
more of the many Yolngu languages 
in Yirrkala in North East Arnhem 
Land.

This week sees the ABC run-
ning a week long initiative 

under the title ABC Mental As ... 
in support of Mental Health Week 
which aims to encourage Australians 
to start talking about mental illness 
and to give to mental health research. 

Accordingly, the week abounds in 
mental health documentaries.

First up is Sunday Best – Diaries 
Of A Broken Mind (ABC2 Sunday 
October 5 at 8.30pm), which fol-
lows 25 young people in the UK 
with wide-ranging mental health 
problems – from multiple personali-
ties to agoraphobia and anorexia – as 
they use handheld cameras to fi lm 
themselves over six months, tell-
ing their stories in their own words. 
The result is a collection of unique 
journeys showing the everyday chal-
lenges of relationships, education and 
social stigma.

SBS is late jumping on the 
Robin Williams memorial 

bandwagon with Robin Williams 
Remembered (SBS ONE Sunday, 
October 5 at 10.15pm). Can there 
be anything left to say that hasn’t 
already been said? I think the answer 
is “Not really”.

This one-hour special features 
Williams’ last full-length television 
interview, including never-before-
seen footage and Williams’ stories 
from his early days as a stand-up 
comedian, his desire to be a dramat-
ic actor and his efforts to entertain 
US troops overseas. The strain of 
always having to be “entertaining” 
is evident.

The downing of the Malaysian 
Airlines plane over Ukraine 

has rather overshadowed the still 
mysterious disappearance of the 
same airline’s Flight MH370 on a 
routine journey to Beijing. SBS is 
repeating the documentary Where Is 
Flight MH370? (SBS ONE Sunday, 
October 5 at 11.15pm) perhaps to 
remind us that despite all the bally-
hoo (not least from our Prime Min-
ister) no trace of the plane has been 
found.

The most interesting aspect to 
me was the involvement of private 
satellite company Inmarsat who 
apparently worked out the plane’s 
last movements and how it appears 
to have ended its fl ight in the South-
ern Indian Ocean after fl ying for over 
seven hours.

In Felicity’s Mental Mission 
(ABC2 Monday October 

6 at 8.30pm, repeated Thursday 
October 16 at 9.30pm) multi-award 

winning comedian Felicity Ward 
takes up the challenge of breaking 
down the stigmas around mental 
health. It’s a subject that Felicity 
feels well equipped to explore – she 
lives with anxiety and a few years 
ago wrote about it in her comedy 
show Honestly.

She also talks to musician Missy 
Higgins and Rapper 360 who have 
both had their own experience of 
mental illness. Felicity’s cheeky 
observations and interactions take 
us on an entertaining, candid and 
thought-provoking journey into the 
world of mental illness.

In Changing Minds (ABC1 
Tuesday 7th Wednesday 8th, 

Thursday 9th October at 8.30pm) 
an Australian television team was 
permitted for the fi rst time to fi lm a 
documentary inside one of the busi-
est mental health units in the country. 
Patients consented to be fi lmed while 
mentally unwell, and then consented 
formally once they had recovered 
their health.

The three one-hour segments 
will be shown on consecutive nights. 
Filmed behind the locked doors of 
Liverpool Hospital’s Mental Health 

Unit, the series follows the patients 
and staff as they challenge the stig-
mas and taboos that surround mental 
illness. Their stories reveal the reality 
of 21st century psychiatric care.

We all know that politics is a 
dirty business, and televi-

sion has taken this up with a venge-
ance, portraying politics as intimately 
connected to crime, corruption and 
evil. So much so that for some TV 
producers, politics and murder are 
almost synonymous. This seems to 
be particularly the case for the skein 
of foreign language thrillers on SBS 
that began with Borgen and contin-
ued with The Bridge and The Killing 
and now continues with the 12-part 
Belgian series Salamander (SBS 
ONE Wednesdays from October 8 
at 9.30pm).

The plot of Salamander is your 
standard “dark political conspiracy” 
involving master criminals, govern-
ment cover-ups and a secret organi-
sation among the top tier of Belgian 
society – the country’s political, 
military, business and judicial elite. 
If their secrets are made public, the 
repercussions could affect the entire 
country.

After a tip-off about a mysteri-
ous bank robbery, old-school police 
inspector Paul Gerardi (Filip Peeters) 
is on the case. As the key players 
begin to vanish, commit suicide or 
turn up murdered, he realises this 
is no simple robbery investigation. 
Gerardi is soon caught in the middle 
between the criminals and the 
authorities desperate for a cover up. 
Naturally, in this kind of plot, Ger-
ardi’s own family, and life, are put 
in danger.

I generally like cop shows, Brit-
ish cop shows in particular. 

Somehow, I have never got with 
Scott And Bailey (ABC1 Saturday 
October 11 at 8.30pm), although I 
know of nothing against the series, 
which returns this week with Series 
Four (so others obviously like it).

Made for commercial network 
ITV, the series is about two female 
detectives, Rachel Bailey (played 
by Suranne Jones) and Janet Scott 
(Lesley Sharp), with Manchester 
Metropolitan Police’s Murder Inves-
tigation Team, the shocking crimes 
they investigate and their complex 
private lives. It’s actually worth a 
look. 

Worth Watching

The Guardian
Editorial Offi ce

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833

Email:guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by Spotpress
24-26 Lilian Fowler Pl Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Subscription to The Guardian
12 months: $100 ($80 conc / $150 solidarity) 6 months: $55 ($40 conc / $80 solidarity)

NAME:    ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by  Cheque Money order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone in details on 02 9699 8844
Or send to: Guardian Subscriptions
 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa *$20 minimum on cards

Card # _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____  Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

Enmore Newsagent
195 Enmore Rd (near Edgeware Rd) Enmore, NSW

This Sydney newsagent regularly stocks The Guardian

Every Thursday 6:30 pm ’til 8:15 pm

Harold Park Hotel
Cnr Wigram Rd & Ross St Glebe

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacifi c.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

October 2
AN EVENING WITH GREG COMBET, 
FORMER FEDERAL LABOR MINISTER
Greg Combet, Former Federal Labor Minister 
(including Portfolios Climate Change & Industry); 
in conversation with Frank Stilwell, Sydney Uni;

October 9
ABBOTT’S CUTS TO THE ABC – 
DISEMPOWERING DEMOCRATIC DEBATE
Quentin Dempster, Journalist, author and presenter 
ABC 7:30 (NSW); 

October 16
CHANGES TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT 
SERVICES IN NSW: WHO GIVES THE BEST SUPPORT 
FOR WOMEN FLEEING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND WHY?
Cat Gander, NGO Consulting Group and former Executive Offi cer 
NSW Women‘s Refuge Movement; 
Rachel Sim, From “No Shelter”, a collective against gendered 
violence; 

October 23
TEENAGE MENTAL HEALTH IS WORSENING & 
CONTINUES TO BE SERIOUSLY UNDER RESOURCED – 
WHAT MUST BE DONE?
Ian Hickie, Professor, Executive Director, Brain and Mind Research 
Institute, Sydney Medical School; 
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Abby – Diaries Of A Broken Mind (ABC2 Sunday October 5 at 8.30pm).

Sydney

Against execution, against torture
Solidarity Committee with the Iranian Workers’ Movement presents: 

26th anniversary of the execution of the political prisoners in Iran!
In commemoration of the thousands of comrades who sacrifi ced their lives for freedom & social justice, for 

emancipation of humanity from the clutches of oppression, exploitation & modern slavery!
Ever since the summer of 1988, when thousands of political prisoners were executed in Iran, we remember our 

fallen comrades who said NO to the Islamic regime’s demands & were executed brutally by hanging.

Program
Solidarity messages from Australian left organisations

Guest speaker Shadi Amin Europe, feminist & political activist
Film: Tell me of the Sea, the latest work of fi lm maker Reza Alamehzadeh

Saturday October 11 at 7pm
Pennant Hills Community Centre

Corner of Yarrara & Ramsay Road (Opposite of Pennant Hills Railway station)
Entrance fee: $15 For further in formation, please contact: 0413489420 

Solidarity Committee with Iranian Workers Movement- Australia – proletarianunite@gmail.com
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Andrew Klein

This past summer, as Israeli weapons 
de-industrialised Gaza and decimated 
its civilians, leftist publications in Latin 
America began circulating a 2012 essay by 
the renowned Uruguayan writer Eduardo 
Galeano. Writing in the wake of Israel’s 
November 2012 onslaught in Gaza, Galeano 
lamented the “erasing of Palestine from 
the map”. Palestinians, he wrote, “cannot 
breathe without permission” and “when 
they vote for someone who they shouldn’t, 
they are punished.”

For Galeano, a historian of Latin America, 
the 2006 election in Gaza, won by Hamas, 
seemed a lot like the 1932 election in El Sal-
vador. While El Salvador’s military rulers 
conceded a place on the ballot for the long-
marginalised Communist Party (just as George 
W Bush did with Hamas in 2006), they swiftly 
annulled the results after a Communist triumph, 
and within days launched a genocidal campaign 
targeting the party’s indigenous peasant base.

Similarly, after Bush’s “democracy promo-
tion” elicited the “wrong” result in Gaza, the 
United States and Israel worked to undermine 
the winner of the election using a variety of 
methods, including orchestrating an abortive 
coup attempt with the Ramallah-based Palestin-
ian Authority. Meanwhile, Israel has continued 
to impose a suffocating blockade on Gaza since 
2007, which has the sadistic goal of keeping 
its people “on a diet” and its “economy on the 
brink of collapse.”

For Galeano and others, the respective 
plights of Latin Americans and Palestinians are 
not only linked in a fertile historical analogy – 
bridging the gulf of their separate oppressions 
is an unassailable fact.

In the second half of the 20th century, 
Israel supplied repressive Latin American gov-
ernments, from Guatemala to Argentina, with 
weapons, military transportation, intelligence 
equipment, counterinsurgency training and 
even public relations consulting.

Most notoriously, Israel kept close ties with 
Augusto Pinochet, the brutal Chilean general 
who took power during a bloody coup in 1973 
with the help of the CIA. During his 17 years of 
rule, Pinochet “disappeared” thousands of his 
citizens and committed countless human rights 
abuses. Throughout his reign, he benefi ted from 
numerous shipments of Israeli weapons – and, 
of course, strong US backing as well.

In Latin America today, Israel has far fewer 
friends. This reality becomes pronounced 
whenever it escalates the war against the popu-
lation it continues to occupy.

When this happened this summer in Gaza, 
the now predictable pattern of destruction 
– the infrastructure callously destroyed, the 

staggering civilian casualty count – led many 
Latin American states to take a fi rm position on 
the Israeli attacks. (Of course, countries with 
close economic and military dealings with the 
United States – such as Colombia and Panama, 
which have also received arms shipments from 
Israel in recent years – were not among them.)

The procession of countries standing up for 
Palestinians was impressive. In late July, Boliv-
ian President Evo Morales declared Israel “a 
terrorist state.”

Brazil, Ecuador, Chile, Peru and El Salva-
dor withdrew their ambassadors from Tel Aviv, 
and the president of Argentina joined the heads 
of state of Brazil, Venezuela and Uruguay in 
issuing a “special communiqué” condemning 
Israel’s “disproportionate use of force.”

Cuba, a country which ruptured diplomat-
ic relations with Israel in 1973, is perhaps the 
most vocal critic of Zionism in the hemisphere. 
In 1959, iconic guerrilla leader Che Guevara 
led a Cuban solidarity envoy to Gaza soon after 
the triumph of the Cuban revolution. In August 
of this year, former Cuban President Fidel 
Castro penned a column in the country’s state 
newspaper titled “The Palestinian Holocaust in 
Gaza.” These are just a sampling of the latest 
pushes in Latin America to isolate Israel for its 
gross mistreatment of Palestinians.

This assertive diplomacy has a counterpart 
in the region’s press. Depictions of Palestin-
ian suffering by Latin American journalists are 
not diluted by the lurking Israel-slanted bias of 
many US outlets.

While this summer The New York Times 
published a rash of articles full of false equiva-
lencies and talk of “both sides” (for example, 
“Pause in the fi ghting gives civilians on both 
sides a moment to take stock” and “Neighbour-
hood ravaged on deadliest day so far for both 
sides in Gaza”), the most common headline 
accompanying Latin American TV and news-
paper reportage of this topic was “El Infi erno 
de Gaza” – “The Gaza Hell.”

Press accounts, free of cant, honestly illu-
minating the degradations of Palestinian life, 
have helped an array of pro-Palestinian social 
movements in Latin America galvanise mem-
bers of civil society. When coordinated protests 
against Israeli massacres in Gaza erupted across 
six continents on July 26, Latin American cities 
exhibited some of the largest among them.

Latin America as a whole hosts the largest 
population of diaspora Arabs in the world, a 
community dating back primarily to the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. This group has 
certainly played a prominent role in Palestin-
ian solidarity efforts in the region. Chile, for 
instance, a country with half a million citizens 
with Palestinian lineage, has a Chile-Palestine 
Inter-Parliamentary Group comprising nearly 
40 percent of parliament.

While commentators are right to point to 
the sizable Arab presence in Latin America 
when explaining the magnitude of its Pales-
tinian solidarity, this element should not be 
overstated. Indeed, the links connecting the 
narratives of Latin American and Palestinian 
disenfranchisement transcend the particularities 
of a shared ethnicity.

One example of this link came in 2008 
when Chilean President Michelle Bachelet 
granted 117 Palestinian refugees asylum in her 
country. During the welcoming ceremony, she 
compared her own experience of exile during 
the reign of Pinochet to the plights of displaced 
Palestinians. “I want to tell you that I know 
exactly how it feels to be a refugee in a strange 
country,” she said. “I know it because I lived 
that, I also was a refugee.”

This remark was no doubt intended to reso-
nate with Chile’s Palestinians, whose participa-
tion in the country’s politics through elections 
and lobbying groups like the Palestine Federa-
tion of Chile is by no means negligible. Nev-
ertheless, it also refl ects a sense of solidarity 
that can be perceived across the region. One 
need only look at places like Bolivia, Cuba and 
Uruguay – countries with relatively small popu-
lations of Arab descendants – where support for 
Palestine is no less robust than in neighbouring 
nations.

Nuisance to the powerful
One of the most brutal of the US and Israel-

backed dictatorships in Latin America was the 
military junta that ruled Argentina from the 
mid-1970s into the early 1980s.

Despite “disappearing” as many as 30,000 
of its people, torturing many others and eradi-
cating all political parties and independent 
media, the regime received a green light for its 
“dirty war” against opponents from US Secre-
tary of State Henry Kissinger. Later, it enjoyed 
a tight partnership with US President Ronald 
Reagan.

In Argentina, all dissent was repressed and 
a culture of fear prevailed. And yet, a protest 
movement based in the Plaza de Mayo – the 

historical epicentre of popular struggle in 
Argentina – eventually did take hold. It was 
led by a group of mothers whose daughters 
and sons were victims of the dictatorship. This 
group, named the Mothers of the Plaza de 
Mayo, staged weekly demonstrations begin-
ning in the latter half of the regime’s tenure.

Every Thursday, the mothers marched som-
brely in the plaza, white handkerchiefs cover-
ing their heads, holding photos of their missing 
children. Through their highly visible actions, 
the mothers challenged and ultimately helped 
destroyed the dictatorship’s grip on power.

After the fall of military rule in Argentina, 
the mothers maintained their presence in the 
public sphere, continuing to demand offi cial 
accountability for the state terrorism they per-
sonally endured, while also lending their sup-
port to a myriad of leftist causes. Today, they 
still gather each week in the Plaza de Mayo.

On a Thursday afternoon in mid-August, 
the mothers rallied together with Palestinian 
activists. The two groups began by forming 
a circle and took turns addressing the crowd 
on their overlapping causes. Both spoke of los 
desaparecidos, the disappeared. While this 
term is most commonly used by Latin Ameri-
cans to describe a specifi c phenomenon – the 
victims of the violent regimes, plaguing their 
continent in the 20th century – in this setting, 
the phrase was generalised.

Here, Palestinians were eulogised among 
the disappeared, their identities and voices 
beyond the bounds of state-sanctioned respect-
ability, their very existence a nuisance to the 
powerful. To be a Palestinian, they declared, 
is similar to being a leftist in Argentina in 
the 1970s and ’80s. The women donning 
headscarves, clutching pictures of their long-
deceased children, stood adjacent to the activ-
ists wearing kuffi yehs – Palestinian chequered 
scarves – hoisting signs with images of children 
killed in Gaza.

The moment of silence came at the end. 
Heads tilted downward with solemnity. The 
dead were mourned – all of them.
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Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo.

Mothers of the disappeared 
feel Gaza’s pain

Depictions of Palestinian 
suffering by Latin American 
journalists are not diluted by 
the lurking Israel-slanted bias 
of many US outlets


