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Legalising torture

Anna Pha

“Sydney under siege”, “Terror plot foiled”,
“Islamic State horror hits home”, “Plot
to abduct and behead Australians”, “The
tentacles of terror spread”, “Evil within”.
Headline after headline sensationalised the
raids by 800 police on 25 homes in Sydney
and Brisbane on Thursday September 18.
The raids and the recent announcement
raising Australia’s terror alert to “high”
— meaning a terrorist attack is likely — are
part of the build-up to new draconian
terror laws, including the legalisation of
torture. They are also being used to justify
the sending of Australian forces to war in
Iraq and Syria.

The media ran page after page in a mas-
sive beat-up about home-grown terrorists
while ultra right-wing columnists and radio
shock jocks continued their efforts to incite
hatred and raise anti-Muslim hysteria. Palmer
United Party Senator Jacqui Lambie and Lib-
eral Senator Cory Bernardi added their racist
and anti-Islam diatribe. Their fascistic line is
clearly gaining traction with a section of the
community, diverting attention from the social
and economic problems that people are facing.

Prime Minister Tony Abbott tried to isolate
the people who joined a protest in the Sydney
western suburb of Lakemba, against the heavy-
handed methods used by police who they say
terrorised women and children.

Abbott described the raids as “a show of
strength ... it needed to be a demonstration that
we will respond with strength to any threat to
our way of life and to our national security.”
He described the protesters as “noisy” and said
they were “utterly unrepresentative of Austral-
ian Muslims.”

Last Monday, former Coalition PM John
Howard told the media he was “embarrassed”
following revelations that the intelligence
(presence of weapons of mass destruction) on
which he based his decision to participate in
the US invasion of Iraq in 2003 was inaccurate.

Independent Andrew Wilke, who at

the time was an intelligence analyst in the
Office of National Assessments, stated: “John
Howard should be feeling a darned sight more
than embarrassed, he should be feeling quite
ashamed of himself. He should be feeling quite
lucky that he hasn’t been charged with con-
spiracy to commit mass murder.”

Jacqui Lambie added fuel to the fire, stating
that Islamic law “involves terrorism” and that
the burqa is a “national security” risk. She said
that any Australian Muslim who supports sharia
law should get out of the country. Lambie,
when asked by the ABC what sharia means,

“What we are dealing
with is a US sponsored
process of destabilising
and destroying both
Iraq and Syria.”
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could not answer the question. “When it comes
to sharia law, to me, it obviously involves ter-
rorism,” Senator Lambie said.

Sharia law is a way of living based on an
interpretation of texts, just as Judaism, Hin-
duism, Christianity all have their rules. Her
position as a Senator gives her a platform to
promote her bigoted and dangerous views.

Presumption of guilt

Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA)
spokesperson and barrister Greg Barns was
highly critical of the handling of the raids and
the media coverage. “The presence of media
at this morning’s raids by police and ASIO on
homes in Sydney and Queensland is an under-
mining of the presumption of innocence and
fairness,” Barns said.

“Every time there are raids and arrests made
by police and ASIO in so-called ‘terror cases’
the media is always there to film proceedings.
This means that police, ASIO and possibly poli-
ticians are leaking out details of the raids prior
to them taking place,” Barns said.

“Further images of individuals in handcuffs
and of their homes are designed to create an
atmosphere of guilt and suspicion.”

The media have shown no restraint in pre-
senting the alleged plot as fact. Terror charges
have been laid against one man; according to
the media this followed the tapping of a phone

conversation. Its contents were leaked to the
media prior to any trial.

This alleged conversation did not mention
beheading. In fact several media outlets noted
that it was presumed that the reference to exe-
cution meant beheading!

Both allegations and pure fiction are being
treated as fact by the media and politicians,
undermining the basic democratic right of inno-
cence until proven guilty. Barns said the safe-
guards built into the Australian legal system to
ensure fairness before the law for all individu-
als were being damaged before people had the
right to defend themselves in court.

On September 19, worshippers discovered
the word “evil” was sprayed in yellow paint
across their mosque in Mareeba, inland from
Cairns in the far north of Queensland. The
town’s mayor, Tom Gilmore, said the mosque
had been part of the community since the 1950s
and Muslims had been living there since 1920.

The word “evil” reflects the constant use
by Abbott of the term “pure evil”. If the media
and government continue to spread their sick-
ening propaganda, the attacks are unlikely to
stop there. Life has already become more dif-
ficult for Muslims as a result of the racism and
hatred being fostered. The community is being
divided; Muslims are becoming the Jews of
1930s Europe.

Continued on page 2
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Planned break-up of
Sydney rail must stop

Last week the NSW Coalition government signed a contract for
a Hong Kong firm to operate Sydney’s proposed Northwest rail line.
The line will have a new tunnel connecting Sydney’s outer north-west
suburbs with the rail intersection at Epping, and from there via an
existing tunnel to Chatswood, 10 kilometres north of the city.

However, the new tunnel will not be big enough to accommodate
Sydney’s very efficient double-decker trains, only single deckers, which
Sydney abandoned in the 1960s. The government has promised a faster
service, but the existing double-deckers could travel just as fast as
single deckers, and carry far more passengers.

In peak hours about one third of the Northwest passengers will
have to stand while travelling through Australia’s longest underground
rail tunnel, compared with one quarter in double-deckers. All pas-
sengers will have to disembark at Chatswood, crush onto a different
platform and wait for a connecting train to the city, instead of travel-
ling all the way on a double-decker.

The existing underground Epping to Chatswood tunnel was opened
only five years ago. It will be out of service for at least seven months,
while its equipment and stations are adapted to suit single-deckers
only and the train service is replaced with 75 buses, forcing their
way onto the inadequate road network and making more than 300
trips each weekday. And when those adaptation works are complete,
the existing double deckers will not be able to use the Epping to
Chatswood tunnel, not even during an emergency.

The existing double-deckers are built locally, but the new single
decker driverless trains will be built in France, costing Australian
workers their jobs and probably eliminating yet another sector of
Australia’s manufacturing industry. Running two different train sys-
tems will make maintenance costs soar and increase the possibility
of delays and breakdowns. And judging by the existing privately-
operated airport line, the Northwest line would be far more expensive
to use than the government-operated lines, because it too would be
privately-operated.

And there’s the rub. From the passenger’s point of view the govern-
ment’s decisions demonstrate unbelievable incompetence, bordering
on inanity. But for private rail operators they’re brilliant.

The government believes Sydney rail should be run by big business
for profit, not by government providing optimum service for passengers
at minimum cost for taxpayers. However, the government knows that
openly advocating replacement of the entire rail network would incite
public rebellion, as happened when former premier Morris Iemma
canvassed the idea. Instead, it’s proceeding in small steps, starting with
the Northwest line. It’s already talking about a second underground
line from Chatswood to the city, then another running 20 kilometres
west from the city to the existing station at Bankstown.

New lines would then be built to other stations, all following the
existing lines, all underground with single-deckers, and all privately
operated. The clear intention is to phase out the existing surface lines,
leaving Sydney with a private rail network. Much of the funding
for this gargantuan program would have to come from the federal
government and private sources. Sydney would end up with a rail
system privately-operated and largely privately-owned.

The long-term cost of total replacement would be truly staggering.
Try multiplying the Northwest line’s $3.7 billion cost in proportion to
the length of Sydney’s entire existing track! Using single deck trains
would somewhat reduce the cost, thereby increasing the chances of at-
tracting sufficient funding, but the program itself is totally unnecessary
and against the public interest. The proposal to break-up the network
and introduce a totally different train system on the Northwest line
and elsewhere reeks of corruption. It would benefit its new owners
and operators, but not Sydney’s passengers, nor Australian taxpayers.

Sydney already has a very efficient, innovative public rail system
which has successfully met the city’s growing needs. It should be
expanded and adapted. Works for the Northwest tunnel as currently
configured should be stopped, the design altered to accommodate the
existing carriages, and the new line incorporated into the existing
service, which the government should continue to own and run.

And the NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption should
hold a full public inquiry into the process that led to the current
government’s appalling scheme to break up and privatise Sydney’s
rail network.

PRESS FUND

Last week a public meeting was held in the Sydney suburb of
Lakemba after police raided the homes of suspected terrorists.
Ignoring the fact that the meeting was called to protest against
police action during the raids, Tony Abbott implied that its
intention might be to support terrorism and that they were
second class citizens. The mass media has also been peddling
misinformation, like the real reason for our involvement in another
US-led war in the Middle East, which is, of course, to preserve
US dominance, maintain the US dollar as the global oil trading
currency, and control oil and gas resources. To continue covering
the news behind the news we need Press Fund contributions, so
please send us something for the next edition if you possibly can.
Many thanks to those who contributed this week, as follows:

KM $15, Mark Mannion $5, Lunch Club $100, RC $10,
Charlie Maarbani $50, “Round Figure” $10

This week’s total: $190 Progressive total: $5,640
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Last Saturday around 200 people rallied at Manly Park, Sydney, against the Abbott government attempt to destroy
Medicare. Their calls were: No compromise — No GP co-payment; No cuts or privatisation; Free public health care for
all. They then marched on Tony Abbott's Manly office.

Legalising torture

Continued from page 1

Legalising torture

The government has a series of
bills to further restrict democratic
rights, legalise torture, restrict over-
seas travel, and boost the surveil-
lance, data collection and other
powers of ASIO and other intelli-
gence and security agencies. These
laws would dramatically expand
ASIO’s ability to invade the privacy
of Australian citizens with no public
accountability. They contain strong-
er anti-whistleblower provisions, a
response to WikiLeaks and Edward
Snowden’s revelations.

The National Security Legisla-
tion Amendment Bill (No 1) 2014
was first presented to Parliament In
July; it still has to pass the Senate.
It extends ASIO’s powers to access
and collect information from com-
puters and gives ASIO officers civil
and criminal immunity for acts done
in the course of special undercover
operations.

Section 35K of the Bill, under
the heading of “Immunity from
liability”, states: “A participant in
a special intelligence operation is
not subject to any civil or criminal
liability for or in relation to conduct
if ... the conduct does not involve
the participant engaging in any con-
duct that: (i) causes the death of, or
serious injury to any person; or (ii)
involves the commission of a sexual
offence against any person; or (iii)
causes significant loss of, or serious
damage to, property.”

Cross-bencher David Leyon-
hjelm, of the conservative Liberal
Democratic Party, raised the alarm
bells: “If the bill passes, ASIO will
have the power to authorise its agents
to torture people as long as the tor-
ture does not involve murder, serious
injury or the commission of a sexual
offence against the person.”

“Temperature extremes, sensory
bombardment, sensory deprivation,
sleep deprivation, drugging and other
psychological and physical torture
techniques that fall short of caus-
ing death or serious injury will be
allowed under this bill,” Leyonhjelm
said. “Even electrical shocks may be
permitted.

“Any torture would not be

limited to a terrorist suspect but could
extend to anyone associated with a
suspect, including family members,”
he said. “Victims of torture, their
families, and journalists face 10 years
imprisonment if they don’t keep the
torture secret.”

Attorney General George Bran-
dis described Leyonhjelm’s claims
as “rubbish”, but facing opposition
from Labor and cross-benchers in the
Senate has agreed “to add an explicit
prohibition in relation to torture so
far as concerns special intelligence
operations”: weasel words to get
Labor onside.

Senator Brandis is also set to
introduce more terror legislation this
week, which includes banning travel
to certain places unless there is an
“innocuous” reason for that travel.
The onus of proof is reversed, with
the accused having to prove the pur-
pose of the trip.

Australia is yet again at the serv-
ice of the US as it yet again under-
mines the role of the United Nations
and attempts to rule as Global Cop
in pursuit of global domination. The
Abbott government has offered up
Australia as a willing pawn being used
by the US, with the raids here neatly
timed to assist Secretary of State John
Kerry with an example to convince a
reluctant Congress and public of the
need to return to Iraq and bomb Syria,
in the House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee hearing room.

“I don’t know how many of you
saw it today, but the Australians
today arrested a large group of people
that they suspected of being ISIL
members, supporters, sympathisers
in Australia who were planning some
kind of extravaganza of brutality in
Australia,” Kerry said.

Behind the terrorists

The so-called global war on ter-
rorism is as much a war on terrorism
as the “war on drugs” was a war on
drugs. Both titles serve as fronts for
covert operations.

Professor Michel Chossudovsky
explains the role of and those behind
the Islamic State (IS): “We are deal-
ing with a diabolical project: The
architects of the Islamic State have
informed the world that they are
‘going after’ their own terrorists as

part of a counter-terrorism operation.
(““Going After’ the Islamic State.
Guess Who is Behind the Caliphate
Project?”, globalresearch.ca, 12-09-2014)

“While these actions are under-
taken under the banner of the ‘Global
War on Terrorism’, the US has no
intention to target its IS own terror
brigades which are integrated by
Western special forces and intel-
ligence operatives. In fact the only
meaningful and effective campaign
against Islamic State terrorists is
being waged by Syrian government
forces,” Chossudovsky continued.

“Needless to say, US, NATO,
Saudi and Qatari support and fund-
ing to the Islamic State will continue.
The objective is not to destroy the
Islamic State as promised by Obama.
What we are dealing with is a US
sponsored process of destabilising
and destroying both Iraq and Syria.
The campaign against the Islamic
State is being used as a justification
to bomb both countries, largely tar-
geting civilians.

“The endgame is to destabilise
Iraq as a nation state and trigger its
partition into three separate entities.

“The broader US-NATO stra-
tegic objective is to destabilise the
entire Middle East — North Africa
— Central Asia-South Asia region,
including Iran, Pakistan and India.”

The question of how serious
the threat of terrorism might be is
extremely difficult to judge when
the basic rationale for going to war
again in Iraq and bombing Syria is
based on lies. However, there can be
little doubt that sending Australia’s
military to wage war in the Middle
East in an illegal operation which
will only drive many more people
into the arms of the extremists and
increase the risk of terrorist attacks.

The cannon fodder in today’s
wars are masses of civilians: on top
of those being slaughtered there are
now more than 50 million displaced
people in the world, and counting.

A mass anti-war movement
must begin to be mobilised against
the plans of the big powers for the
destruction of state sovereignty
and world domination. You are not
deceiving yourself if this looks to
you to be the unfolding of World
War [II. &
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NSW Liberals
in a state of corruption

Peter Mac

Ten Liberal members of the NSW
parliament have now been forced
to resign from leading party posi-
tions, and in two cases to quit par-
liament, because of allegations of
misconduct concerning the receipt
of illegal election fund donations
or other inducements.

The allegations have emerged
from the current inquiry of the
NSW Independent Commission
Against Corruption (ICAC) into
illegal political activities, including
the receipt of donations from organi-
sations banned from contributing to
political parties.

Those moved to the backbench
include former energy minister
Chris Hartcher, former junior min-
isters Darren Webber, Marie Picarra,
Chris Spence and Garry Edwards,
and former Premier Barry O’Farrell.
Two backbenchers, Tim Owen and
Andrew Cornwall resigned from
parliament.

O’Farrell alledgedly misled the
ICAC over receipt of a gift from
Nick Di Gerolamo, chief executive
of Australian Water Holdings, the
firm owned by disgraced former
Labor MP Eddie Obeid. The others
are alleged to have received funds
from property developers, who are
banned from making political dona-
tions in NSW, via the Canberra-based
Liberal organisation the Free Enter-
prise Foundation (FEF). Another
MP, Craig Baumann has also been
implicated.

Property developer and former
mining magnate Nathan Tinkler is
said to have contributed $120,000
to the Liberals. He later sought
government support in a campaign
against Labor MP Jodi McKay, who
opposed Tinkler’s proposal for a
coal loader at a Newcastle indus-
trial site. Tinkler claims the ICAC
inquiry has ruined his coal business
and demanded it withdraw allega-
tions against him.

Two weeks ago FEF trustee Tony
Bandle claimed he was unaware that
the firm Elmsley Land Develop-
ment (ELD) was involved in prop-
erty development, or that under
the 2009 NSW law it was illegal to
accept political donations from such
businesses.

Prior to the 2011 elections ELD
gave $20,000 to FEF, which then
passed an equivalent amount to the

Barry O'Farrell.

NSW Liberals. The Foundation is
said to have received about $500,000
in donations prior to the 2011 NSW
elections.

Bandle also claimed that no other
member of the Liberals had told him
such activity was illegal, even though
Paul Nicolaou (NSW Liberals’ chief
fund-raiser, with whom Bandle had
close and continuous contact) was
the very person who thought of
channelling funding from prohibited
donors through FEF.

Bandle’s plea of ignorance is no
excuse in the eyes of the law. He and
others are likely to face charges in the
light of the inquiry’s findings.

Background to
the inquiry

The ICAC inquiry commenced
with an examination of the illicit
involvement of former Labor politi-
cians Eddie Obeid, Joe Tripodi and
others in the lease of a Hunter Valley
coal mine, and in the firm Australian
Water Holdings (AWH).

However, the spotlight suddenly
turned on the Liberals when it was
revealed that former Assistant Fed-
eral Treasurer Arthur Sinodinis had
been hired by Obeid to assist in
dealings with the new state Liberal

Tim Owen.

government, in order to gain a par-
ticularly lucrative NSW government
contract for AWH.

The Liberals had been overjoyed
when revelations emerged several
years ago that members of the NSW
Labor government had been involved
in corrupt dealings over property
development.

But in 2009 the Labor gov-
ernment of Premier Nathan Rees
passed legislation prohibiting the
receipt by political parties of elec-
tion funding from property develop-
ers. That didn’t suit the Coalition at
all, because approximately one third
of its electoral funding was coming
from developers.

They therefore decided to chan-
nel donations from banned busi-
nesses through the Canberra-based
Free Enterprise Foundation, which
claims discretionary powers to allo-
cate donations to various worthwhile
causes.

As the ICAC testimony has
demonstrated, the money it received
was directed to Liberal Party cam-
paign funds. Prior to the 2011 elec-
tions the Foundation directed a total
of $500,000 to the NSW Liberals.
Some money was also funnelled
through a company called Eight-
byfive, set up by Chris Hartcher’s
staff assistant Tim Koelma.

Pete’s Corner
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Andrew Cornwall.

Craig Baumann.
Federal Liberals
in the dock

The scandal involving NSW
Labor politicians was largely con-
fined to the state caucus, in which the
Obeid group exerted wide influence.
However, the group’s members were
clearly involved in dealings which
offered financial gain to them rather
than the party, and Labor can claim
credit for having subsequently passed
the Rees anti-corruption legislation.

The Liberals, on the other hand,
appear to have been involved in deal-
ings that benefited the party itself.
ICAC has evidence that the idea of
channelling illegal donations through
FEF came from NSW chief fund-
raiser Paul Nicolau, and that many
other Liberals were aware of the FEF
money-laundering arrangement.

Former assistant federal Treas-
urer Arthur Sinodinos, who was
involved with AWH and Obeid,
prepared a list of donors prior to the
2011 election. Nicolaou solicited
donations from some of them, and
the Liberals’ federal director Brian
Loughnane was fully aware of the
FEF arrangement.

Moreover, Loughnane’s wife
Peta Credlin, Tony Abbott’s chief of
staff, is on close terms with the firm
Brickworks, which made a $180,000
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Tony Bandle.

donation to the NSW Liberals via
FEF in 2010 and 2011. She also
worked closely with Brickworks in
the struggle to abolish the carbon
tax. The federal Liberals attempted
unsuccessfully to get evidence about
Credlin’s involvement with Brick-
works suppressed.

Brickworks also paid $150,000
over three years from 2009 to fund a
position for researcher Matt Crocker
in Premier Barry O’Farrell’s office.
Crocker is now chief policy advisor
to NSW Premier Mike Baird.

Prior to the 2011 election proper-
ty development firms made donations
to the federal Liberal office, includ-
ing Westfield ($150,000), Walker
Corporation ($100,000) and Meriton
($50,000), but the money was then
directed to NSW via FEF.

Federal Liberal MP Karen
McNamara is also implicated in
illicit funding for NSW MP Darren
‘Webber, now on the back bench.

The inquiry has released a stench
of corruption from both state and fed-
eral levels of the Liberal Party, and
has led to calls for the establishment
of a federal judicial equivalent of
ICAC.

It remains to be seen what if
any impact, the latest ICAC revela-
tions have on the forthcoming state
elections. &
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Rudi Maxwell

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community leaders
have called on Prime Minister
Tony Abbott to personally step
in to address the federal Indig-
enous Affairs policy and funding
environment, which they say is
descending into chaos.

And, a year after winning the
election, Mr Abbott has not met with
the head of any peak Indigenous
organisation. The first grant round for
funding under the new $4.8 billion
Indigenous Advancement Strategy
(IAS) opened on Monday, but Indig-
enous leaders say the ambiguities
and unanswered questions about the
new funding regime have left many
Aboriginal community-controlled
organisations wondering if they will
survive.

Representatives of the National
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples
(Congress), National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Legal Serv-
ices (NATSILS), National Family

Violence Prevention Legal Serv-
ices (NFVPLS), National Aborigi-
nal Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO), Secre-
tariat for National Aboriginal and
Islander Child Care (SNAICC), and
the Healing Foundation — supported
by the Australian Council of Social
Services (ACOSS) — met in Canberra
last week to discuss the impact of the
2014 federal Budget on key organisa-
tions and frontline services.
Congress co-chair Kirstie Parker
told the Koori Mail newspaper that,
despite government assurances to
the contrary, Budget cuts to Indig-
enous Affairs were impairing the
ability of community-controlled
organisations to deliver frontline
services in critical areas such as
legal assistance, family violence,
children, youth and women, drug
and alcohol misuse, and health.
“Not only are frontline services
being affected, there seems to be
almost total confusion around the
new IAS and no capacity within the
bureaucracy to answer the questions

of Aboriginal organisations trying to
navigate their way through the proc-
ess,” she said.

Chair of both the NATSILS
and the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Legal Service Qld
Shane Duffy said cuts meant they
were forced to close four offices in
Queensland.

“The cuts will be across the
board; they won’t only affect our
criminal legal services but also civil
and family, the whole box and dice of
what we deliver,” he said. “And if we
have to reduce services, that means
less people represented across the
state, and also less access to a cultur-
ally competent organisation.

“Cuts to our services will mean
an increased number of our people
going to jail and more kids on
child protection orders. And this is
at the time when Queensland has
the highest imprisonment rate in its
history.”

NACCHO chair Justin Mohamed
said that while Aboriginal commu-
nity-controlled health organisations

had secured funding until June next
year, there was no certainty after that
date.

“On top of that, we need to con-
sider the overall impact of the Medi-
care co-payment on our mob and the
changes to youth allowance (where
the government is proposing that
young people get no social security
for six months of the year) — these all
have a direct impact on our services,”
he said.

In answer to questions from
the Koori Mail asking whether Mr
Abbott was prepared to meet with,
or respond to, the Indigenous lead-
ers’ call, a spokesperson for the
Prime Minister said: “The Prime
Minister meets regularly with Indig-
enous leaders and will soon be trav-
elling to meet Indigenous leaders in
North East Arnhem Land. Indigenous
Affairs funding is being transformed
through the Indigenous Advance-
ment Strategy to ensure that funding
delivers real outcomes on the ground
and helps meet the government’s pri-
orities of getting children to school,
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adults into work and ensuring com-
munities are safe.”

Mr Mohamed, Ms Parker and Mr
Duffy all said that while it was posi-
tive Mr Abbott was willing to meet
with Yolngu leaders in Arnhem Land,
that was no replacement for discus-
sion with peak Indigenous bodies.

The group called for an emer-
gency meeting with Mr Abbott — and
has also called for a parliamentary
inquiry into billionaire miner Andrew
Forrest’s recent report “Creating
Parity”, so Indigenous people and
organisations can have the proper
opportunity to be involved in policy
formation.

“We don’t see how Mr Abbott,
having declared himself Prime Min-
ister for Indigenous Affairs, can
effectively close the door to the
national Indigenous community-
backed leadership and stay true to his
promise about a simplification of the
system and a reduction in red tape,”
Ms Parker said.
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Death Gap still

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people still have a life
expectancy gap of about 10 years
less than other Australians. A
report released last week by the
Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare (AIHW), “Mortality and
life expectancy of Indigenous Aus-
tralians 2008 to 2012, provides an
overview of patterns and trends
in mortality and life expectancy
among Indigenous people.

It shows that the estimated life
expectancy at birth for Indigenous
males was 69.1, and for females it
was 73.7 years, 10.6 and 9.5 years
lower than the life expectancy of
other males and females, respectively.

AIHW spokesperson Dr Fadwa
Al-Yaman said several factors
contributed to the gap in life
expectancy. “Most significant among
them are chronic diseases, with
four groups of chronic conditions
accounting for over two-thirds of
the gap in mortality: circulatory
diseases (24% of the gap), endocrine,
metabolic and nutritional disorders
(21%), cancer (12%), and respiratory
diseases (12%),” he said.

Circulatory diseases were the
leading cause of death among
Indigenous Australians between
2008 and 2012 (representing 26%

of Indigenous deaths), followed
by cancer (20%) and injury (15%).
Between 2008 and 2012, about two-
thirds of Indigenous deaths occurred
before the age of 65. In comparison,
19% of non-Indigenous people died
before the age of 65.

“Declines in mortality”

“The improvement in life
expectancy is driven by declines
in mortality,” Dr Al-Yaman said.
“The overall mortality rate among
Indigenous Australians dropped by
9% between 2001 and 2012 and the
rates from some causes have also
dropped.

“For example, mortality rates
from circulatory diseases dropped
by about 30% for both males
and females and mortality from
respiratory diseases have dropped
by 32%, for males between 2001
and 2012.

“However, while we’ve seen
improvements in death rates from
cancer among the non-Indigenous
population, death rates from cancer
rose from 212 per 100,000 people to
227 per 100,000, between 2001 and
2012 among Indigenous people. As
such we’ve actually seen a widening
of the gap in deaths from cancer.”

Between 2008 and 2012, cancer

accounted for 20% of all Indigenous
deaths, with lung cancer, the most
common cancer death, accounting for
5.1% of deaths in Indigenous males
and 4.7% in females. Lung cancer
rates rose slightly in the Indigenous
population from 2001 to 2012.

Deaths from kidney diseases
were also higher in the Indigenous
population. In 2008-12, Indigenous
people died from kidney diseases at
2.6 times the rate of other Australians
and kidney diseases represented 5%
of the mortality gap.

“Higher rate”

“The higher rate of kidney
disease mortality among the
Indigenous population is likely to be
due to factors including lower rates
of kidney transplants for Indigenous
Australians with treated end-stage
kidney disease compared with
non-Indigenous Australians, and
increased mortality and transplant
failure rate following a kidney
transplant,” the report said.

The news wasn’t all bad, with the
report finding a decline in mortality
for the Indigenous population,
mainly due to a large decline in infant
mortality over the past decade.

Greens spokesperson on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

RFDS nurse provides a health check to a newborn Indigenous baby.

issues Rachel Siewert said the report
highlighted the risks associated with
the Abbott government’s Budget cuts
to programs for Indigenous people.
“In a disturbing move, this involves
a significant cut to health programs,”
she said.

“On top of half a billion dollars

in funding cuts, there are a number
of Budget decisions that will
disproportionately affect Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
including cuts to health programs,
the GP co-payments and changes to
income support.”

Koori Mail &

$100,000 degrees

The National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU), who have been
accused of exaggeration on their
claim that some university degrees
will cost $100,000 if the govern-
ment’s budget changes are imple-
mented, are finding expert allies.

Professor Bruce Chapman,
from the Crawford School of Public
Policy at the ANU, and architect of
Australian current Higher Educa-
tion Contribution Scheme (HECS)
is quoted in the Australian as saying
that:

“In the high-demand courses

at established institutions you are
very likely, over time, to have fees
that are double or more”. Julie Hare
and Andrew Trounson (3 Septem-
ber 2014) “HECS designer Bruce
Chapman calls for action to limit fee
rises.”

“Given that existing university
fees for popular courses such as
medicine and law already exceed
$50,000, what Professor Chapman
is effectively saying is that there
will be $100,000 undergraduate uni-
versity degrees if the government’s
deregulation of university fees is

very likely

implemented,” said NTEU national
president Jeannie Rea.

However, the reality is that
$100,000 degrees for domestic
undergraduate students studying at an
Australian university already exist.

In her second reading speech on
the Higher Education and Research
Reform Amendment Bill 2014
Karen Andrews, Liberal Member for
McPherson praised Bond University
as “a shining example of how com-
petition can produce much better out-
comes” (House of Representatives
Hansard 2 September 12:35pm).

“What Ms Andrews convention-
ally forgot to mention in her speech
however, is that Bond currently
charges domestic undergraduate stu-
dents $317,000 to study medicine,
$127,000 to study law and $95,000 to
do a three commerce or arts degree,”
said Rea.

The Australian also reported that
there are now a number of vice-chan-
cellors feeling very nervous about the
prospect of $100,000 plus degrees
despite Universities Australia’s
strong endorsement of deregulation.

“It seems that some VCs think

other VCs might exploit their market
power through price gouging and
have hinted at the need to have direct
regulation through fee caps, or by
imposing limits on the amounts an
individual can borrow through HELP.
“The government’s Higher Edu-
cation and Research Bill should be
rejected by Parliament as it is ideo-
logically driven, half-baked and very
damaging to the Australian people.
This government seems intent on
destroying the aspirations of ordinary
Australians by pricing university out
of their reach,” concluded Rea. &
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The Abbott Liberal government,
fully backed by the Shorten Labor
opposition, is about to follow the
United States into a new war in
the Middle East.

While the stated purpose of the
war is to “take out” ISIS — the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria — it will be
largely fought on Syrian territory and
is being used to bring about “regime
change” in that country.

Waging this war inside Syria’s
borders is being done without the
authority of the Syrian government.
In fact the United States has declared
it will not consult or cooperate with
Syria in prosecuting this war and
spurned Syria’s offer to work with the
US to help suppress the ISIS gangs.
Syria has been fighting the ISIS and
Al-Qaeda terrorists unleashed on
Syria for more than three years now.

The United States moreover, has
threatened to destroy Syria’s “mili-
tary” infrastructure and bring down
its government, if Syria interferes
with the US campaign against ISIS
on Syrian territory.

Furthermore, President Obama
has requested an extra US$500 mil-
lion from the US Congress to train
and equip an army of “moderate”
Islamists that will not only combat
ISIS, but over the next few years be

able to defeat the Syrian army and so
“solve Syria’s crisis once and for all”.

This army will be trained in
Saudi Arabia, one of the principal
financiers of ISIS, and the Gulf State
most determined to destroy the secu-
lar, progressive Syrian state because
of the challenge such a state presents
to Saudi Arabia and its particular
brand of fundamentalist Islam in the
Middle East.

The United States — and “allies”
like Australia — are in reality invad-
ing Syria, using ISIS as a pretext.

Doing this without Syria’s con-
sent, without approval from the
United Nations Security Council
and despite Syria posing no clear
and imminent threat to the US or any
of its allies is illegal and criminal —
in fact, it is an unjustifiable war of
aggression and conquest against a
sovereign nation and, according to
the UN, the “supreme” war crime.

If the US Congress approves
Obama’s war plans it does not make
the war legal; if the Australian parlia-
ment approves Abbott’s involvement
it does not make it legal. It is the
UN conventions against war crimes
that the United States, Australia and
others are violating.

It is not for the United States or
Australia to decide who is or is not an

Australia

Going into illegal,
criminal war

independent nation’s legitimate gov-
ernment. Syria, as a sovereign state
and a member of the United Nation
has as much right as Australia or the
United States to be protected from
unwarranted aggression and conquest
by other nations.

What the USA and Australia
are doing is not merely a war crime
against another sovereign nation, it
also undermining the very basis of
international law, which serves to
protect the peace and allow exercise
of all other human freedoms and civil
rights.

The Australian people need to
wake up to what the Australian gov-
ernment, with the complicity of the
federal opposition is about to do.

People everywhere need to
demonstrate their opposition to the
impending, illegal and dangerous
war Washington is preparing for the
Middle East.

The media — the so-called free
press — also needs to ethically fulfil
its role as an independent voice,
rather than merely act as the propa-
ganda voice for those elite forces
in our society that are continuously
pushing for violent regime change
and endless, world wide war. &

Calvary

Calvary is a profound, even alle-
gorical, examination of modern
human conditions. My movie
buddy and I attended because
Brendan Gleeson, playing the
priest, is a wonderful actor.

The only really bad thing about
Calvary is the hype being used
to sell tickets. On the way to the
movies, having seen the confusing
ads, we were hoping for another
madcap comedy like Waking Ned
Devine but worried, since the main
character is a priest; that we might
be going to a “gotcha” church-
financed Christian faith-triumphs-
over-reality morality play. The hype
is completely misleading and the
movie is neither funny nor fake.
There’s precious little to laugh at.
The Church isn’t praised, but takes
a drubbing on money grubbing,
paedophilia, and/or Nazi collabora-
tion from almost everybody with a
speaking part in the movie.

We attended, despite the hype.

During a confessional, at the
beginning of the movie and before
the credits, a parishioner says that
he will murder the priest the follow-
ing Sunday. We follow the priest
through the week.

He lives and works in a small
town on the coast of Ireland. The
seascapes and landscapes in the
film are very worthwhile (stay for
the credits as there are more breath-
taking pictures during them). The
people the priest encounters may
be a little bit overstated, but that’s
important to the story and the ordi-
nary, understated people of life are
passed over.

Every person in the movie has
a story that contributes to the over-
all experience. Most of them live

Brendan Gleeson in Calvary.

in chaos; so much so that even the
priest, who has plenty of problems
of his own, seems to be a gravi-
tational centre for all that whirls
around him.

By the time they get to the
middle, some might think the movie
a little bit slow. It has no vampires,
sex, violence or special effects. But
wading in deep waters is necessarily
a bit slow, and this movie is very
deep indeed. The chaos of the char-
acters extends into the audience.

We can’t be sure how we feel about
the situation, the priest, or the other
characters. We aren’t sure how it
will all come out and even how we
want it to come out. Like the priest
and all the characters, we can’t be
sure if we will ever get the answers
to all the questions raised.

Viewers will likely be talking
and thinking about Calvary for
some time after they see it. The best
solution might be to see it again.
People’s World &
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There are a lot of weasel words spoken about our neighbours in
the region but actions are something else. For years expats in Asia
and many locals enjoyed watching the ABC-managed Australia
Network service. But that is coming to an end as the Abbott gov-
ernment keeps on slashing services. In the case of this particular
service it is $223 million over 10 years — not really all that much
in the scheme of things. It was only last week that Mr Abbott had
indicated that Australia would be supplying the Ukrainian army
with uniforms, among other things. So money can be found for
supporting military adventures and illegal governments but not
an Australian service which was enjoyed by thousands of people.

There was a “Close the Gap” campaign directed at highlighting the
gap in life expectancy between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people in Australia. An Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
report has found two-thirds of Indigenous Australians die before
75, compared with only 19 percent of the rest of the population.
Premature deaths are mainly from preventable diseases linked to
poverty and geography. Aboriginal health services say they do not
have enough funding to provide the services that are needed. Tom
Calma, the founding chairman of the Close the Gap campaign is
concerned by the budget proposal to remove $130 million from
Indigenous anti-smoking programs, and a lack of action on pro-
grams to address the social causes of ill-health. The Australian
Bureau of Statistics showed that one in 10 of Indigenous
Australians has diabetes, three times the rest of the population.

The Abbott government praises itself on “stopping the boats”
with refugees but welcomes wealthy scum with open arms. The
billionaire Indian magnate planning to ship millions of tonnes of
coal through the Great Barrier Reef came under scrutiny for a
massive exploitation of his Indian workforce — including under-
payment and non-payment of wages, forcing workers to live in
such dirty conditions that cholera outbreaks are a regular part of
their lives. Gautam Adani has won federal approval for what will
be Australia’s largest coalmine and a major port expansion in
Queensland. Adani has lobbied the federal and Queensland gov-
ernment intensively for the necessary environmental approvals.
Conservation groups and the tourism industry have been cam-
paigning against the proposed port expansion and pollution of the
Great Barrier Reef. Mr Adani’s practices in India speak of com-
plete disregard not only for the environment but for the workers
as well. It is not really surprising that the government does not
prevent people like that from doing the same thing here. After
all, Gina Rinehart and Clive Palmer also have a stake there. The
government would also approve of the way Adani’s company in
India treats its workers — a registered workers’ union has been
repeatedly barred from entering the worksite of a huge apartment
towers development, with local police preventing the union from
holding an off-site meeting of workers demanding better wages.
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Save the Leuser Rainforest

ecosystem

Steven Katsineris

“] grew up in a place teeming with wild
Orangutans, Elephants, Tigers, Sunbears
and Sumatran Rhinos. My family and I
lived in balance with the mountains, forests
and rivers surrounding us. From an early
age, [ knew I had to take care of the beauty
that surrounded me. But as huge multi-
national companies expand their reach and
as palm plantations spread, I know that I
can’t protect these pristine places alone,”
says Rudi Putra, environmental activist.

As recently as the 1960s, 82 percent of
Indonesia was covered with tropical rainfor-
ests, but sadly the country now has one of the
highest deforestation rates in the world, with
just under half of the country’s original forests
remaining. Between 1990 and 2005, Indonesia
lost more than 28 million hectares of forest,
including 21.7 million hectares of virgin forest.
It is estimated that, from 2000 to 2010, about
1.125 million hectares have been lost. Con-
servative studies suggest more than 2.4 million
hectares of Indonesian rainforest is cleared and
lost each year.

Indonesia’s rainforests are one of earth’s
most biologically and culturally rich land-
scapes. Incredibly, with just 1 percent of the
Earth’s land area, Indonesia’s rainforests con-
tain 10% of the world’s known plants, 12% of
mammals and 17% of all known bird species.

Today in many parts of Indonesia though,
where there was once rainforest, rows of palm
trees now stretch to the horizon. The rainfor-
est is gone — bulldozed, burned and replaced
with palm oil plantations. Even supposedly pro-
tected areas of rainforest are being destroyed
or coming under threat from mining, logging
and palm oil companies. One such region is
the Leuser Rainforest Ecosystem in Aceh prov-
ince in north Sumatra, a vitally important pro-
tected tropical rainforest ecosystem of global
significance.

“I have witnessed vast areas of forests
destroyed to make way for palm oil plantations;
forests I knew were the homes of endangered
species. I’ve removed traps from the forest cor-
ridors used by the last Sumatran elephants and
tigers. I have even found animals poisoned,
speared and burned alive by poachers and plan-
tation workers. I need your help to protect the
last rhinos and rainforests of Indonesia’s Leuser
Ecosystem from Conflict Palm Oil,” says Rudi
Putra.

Recently, the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) identified the
Leuser Ecosystem as one of the world’s fore-
most “irreplaceable areas” that must be pro-
tected to preserve biodiversity.

The north Sumatra rainforests are home
to 10,000 different plants and hundreds of
birds and mammals. A rainforest that’s home
to 10-15 percent of all species on earth. The
rainforests of Sumatra are the last stand for one
of humankind’s closest relatives, the Orangu-
tan. Orangutans face an extreme risk of extinc-
tion within our lifetime. Between 2004-08, the
Sumatran Orangutan population fell by 14 per-
cent to 6,600, largely due to the massive loss of
forest habitat for palm oil expansion.

The Leuser Rainforest Ecosystem and
other protected areas are vital for the survival
of some of the world’s most endangered spe-
cies. Leuser is the last place on earth where
endangered Sumatran Orangutans, Sumatran
Tigers, Sumatran Rhinos, Elephants and Sun
Bears are all found together.

“And still, the plantations keep growing
across Aceh, always feeding the demand for
conflict palm oil. It must stop. We must protect
the world’s rainforests. We must stop power-
ful and wealthy international corporations
from exploiting and destroying irreplaceable
Indonesian ecosystems for profit. My com-
munity and [ work tirelessly to shut down and
destroy illegal palm oil plantations inside the
federally protected Leuser Ecosystem, using
chainsaws and uprooting illegal oil palms. We
do this to protect our families from the floods
that result from the destruction of the forests
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The critically endangered Sumatran orangutan, a great ape endemic to Sumatra, Indonesia.

on the hillsides that surround our homes. But
we cannot do this alone. We need your help,”
says Rudi Putra.

Conservation groups are fighting a plan
drawn up by the provincial Aceh government
that is currently being evaluated by the central
Indonesian government which would strip pro-
tection from a vast area of the prized Leuser
Rainforest region.

The government of Aceh has approved a
disastrous plan that would remove crucial pro-
tections from large areas of forest, opening
them up to more palm oil and pulp plantations,
logging, mining and all of the roads and other
infrastructure that come with them.

The Acehnese government is pushing to
finalise the proposed plan and an additional
new draft governor’s regulation, which opens
a door for new permits in large critical areas of
the Leuser Ecosystem. If approved, this new
plan and the new regulation will result in the
rapid devastation of most of Aceh’s remaining
lowland forests. This also totally undermines
the protected status of the region. Environmen-
talists have stated that if the Indonesian central
government approves Aceh’s spatial plan, the
Sumatran Elephant, Tiger, Rhino and Orangu-
tan will be pushed to extinction.

As well, Western Australia-based mining
firm Prosperity Resources has already been
granted a 41,000-hectare area to explore for
gold and copper on the edge of the Leuser
Ecosystem. And furthermore, an Aceh-based
environmental campaigner said that Prosperity
Resources and Canadian firm East Asia Miner-
als were actively lobbying the Aceh govern-
ment to open up more protected areas.

“It gives me hope that by people across the
world calling on the governor, he will listen to
the people instead of the companies that want to
destroy our forests, and work to find a balance
that will protect the forests and the livelihoods
of Aceh’s people,” says Rudi Putra.

Nearly four million people depend on the
rainforests of the Leuser Ecosystem to provide
them with clean water for drinking, irrigation
and food production. Also many thousands of
Indigenous people rely on the rainforest for
their lives and livelihoods. Opening up huge
areas of some of the world’s most biologically
diverse forests to major industrial development
will have devastating consequences for both
wildlife and people.

Of course, it’s not just local communities
and wildlife that need to be protected from bull-
dozers and forest fires. Indonesia’s rainforests
are a valuable carbon sink — destroying them
would make our climate problem that much
worse, imperilling the future of everyone on
this planet just to enrich a few well-connected
businessmen.
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The President of Indonesia has committed
to reducing Indonesia’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions and implementing a moratorium on new
permits in primary forests and peatlands. But if
this plan is approved and if the current morato-
rium on the logging and clearing of forests in
Indonesia are lifted it will be a disaster for the
climate, Indonesia’s endangered species and
local communities.

We must ensure that the Leuser Protected
Ecosystem remains protected from logging,
the expansion of palm oil and pulp plantations,
mining and new major roads that would impact
the integrity of the area. Keeping the forested
slopes of the Leuser Protected Area intact will
help Indonesia meet its commitments to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and prevent danger-
ous landslides and flooding that can wash away
entire villages. This will also ensure that the
livelihoods of local communities are respected
and work to support new economies for com-
munities in Aceh.

“Further opening up of the protected area
totally undermines the legal status of the world
renowned Leuser Ecosystem. It will not only
seriously impact biodiversity and regional
carbon emissions, but also seriously jeopard-
ise the lives and livelihoods of many thousands
of Aceh’s four million people. We are request-
ing your urgent assistance. Visit Wildlife Asia
Operation Aceh Fund to save this last piece of
truly critical forest. We have a different vision
for Aceh. We must protect the Leuser Ecosys-
tem and the people who rely on it. The Aceh
people have long fought to protect these for-
ests because they provide us with clean water,
food and are important for the next genera-
tion,” says Tezar Pahlevie, winner of the 2013
GRASP Conservation award for his team’s
work restoring rainforests damaged by illegal
palm oil plantations.

In Indonesia’s rainforests the Orangutans
are making their last stand for survival. Scien-
tists warn that these gentle and intelligent ani-
mals, among humankind’s closest kin, could
become extinct within our lifetime if their
rainforest homes continue to be destroyed for
palm oil plantations. It’s now estimated that
only 6,600 Sumatran Orangutans are surviv-
ing in their shrinking rainforest habitat. The
number one threat to the Sumatran Orangutan
is illegal deforestation driven by the palm oil
expansion. Without urgent action this species
could be the first great ape to become extinct
in the wild.

Palm oil production is a leading cause of
deforestation in Indonesia. And thus is the pri-
mary threat pushing these endangered animals
toward extinction. This product lies very close
to home: you’ll find it hidden in the snack food
aisle of your local supermarket or store and

most likely end up sitting in your own shop-
ping cart.

A global ongoing campaign to make people
aware of palm oil and demand that big name
brands cut their links to dirty palm oil produc-
tion is ongoing. And the pressure is working,
with new companies announcing No Deforesta-
tion policies almost weekly.

Thanks to hard work Rainforest Action
Network, Greenpeace and consumer pressure,
the palm oil industry is moving on this issue.
Several of the Snack Food 20 companies have
already committed to eliminate Conflict Palm
Oil from their supply chain, or are in the proc-
ess of doing so. But five of the biggest players
are still dragging their feet. Pepsi, Kraft, Camp-
bell’s, Heinz and ConAgra are feeling the heat.
But so far, they have all refused to act. Now is
the time to increase the pressure and push these
companies to take a stand for Orangutans, the
other wildlife, the rainforest and the families
who live and work there.

Changing corporation’s palm oil policies
won’t just help protect Leuser and other Indo-
nesian rainforest. When major brands start
demanding no deforestation palm oil, suppli-
ers around the world will have to stop cutting
down forests to keep their customers. This
single campaign could protect forests across the
globe from destruction for palm oil plantations.

We need to make sure that what’s left of the
world’s rainforests, like Leuser are protected,
not opened up to palm oil and other companies
seeking to profit from rainforest destruction.
Environmentalists say this will almost cer-
tainly drive the endangered animals in the area
to extinction. We can’t let that happen. More
long-term economic benefits would be found
through sustainable industries such as tourism
and education.

Please publicise this situation, write let-
ters and petition the government of Indonesia
to protect the Leuser Ecosystem. And support
the campaign against Conflict Palm Oil. This
is an urgent situation that requires action, as
the people and wildlife of Leuser need support
from people around the world to save them.
Please act to help the preserve the Leuser Rain-
forest and the orangutans, tigers, rhinos and
other wild animals that inhabit these precious
rainforests.

To read more information about Leuser
and the campaign against Palm Oil
contact: Palm Oil / Rainforest Action
Network www.ran.org/palm_oil

Visit Wildlife Asia Operation Aceh Fund to
save this last piece of truly critical forest
habitat. www.wildlifeasia.org.au

Conflict Palm Oil Campaign.

Sources: Rainforest Action Network and
Greenpeace. &
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Garikai Chanqu

Much like Al-Qaeda, the Islamic State
(ISIS) is made-in-the-USA, an instrument
of terror designed to divide and conquer
the oil-rich Middle East and to counter
Iran’s growing influence in the region. The
fact that the United States has a long and
torrid history of backing terrorist groups
will surprise only those who watch the news
and ignore history.

The CIA first aligned itself with extrem-
ist Islam during the Cold War era. Back then,
America saw the world in rather simple terms:
on one side, the Soviet Union and Third World
nationalism, which America regarded as a
Soviet tool; on the other side, Western nations
and militant political Islam, which America
considered an ally in the struggle against the
Soviet Union.

The director of the National Security
Agency under Ronald Reagan, General Wil-
liam Odom, recently remarked, “By any meas-
ure the US has long used terrorism.”

During the 1970s the CIA used the
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt as a barrier,
both to thwart Soviet expansion and prevent
the spread of Marxist ideology among the
Arab masses. The United States also openly
supported Sarekat Islam against Sukarno in
Indonesia, and supported the Jamaat-e-Islami
terror group against Zulfigar Ali Bhutto in
Pakistan. Last but certainly not least, there is
Al-Qaeda.

Lest we forget, the CIA gave birth to
Osama Bin Laden and breastfed his organi-
sation during the 1980s. Former British For-
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, told the House of
Commons that Al-Qaeda was unquestionably
a product of Western intelligence agencies.
Mr Cook explained that Al-Qaeda, which lit-
erally means an abbreviation of “the database”
in Arabic, was originally the computer data-
base of the thousands of Islamist extremists,
who were trained by the CIA and funded by
the Saudis, in order to defeat the Russians in
Afghanistan.

America’s relationship with Al-Qaeda has
always been a love-hate affair. Depending on
whether a particular Al-Qaeda terrorist group
in a given region furthers American interests or
not, the US State Department either funds or
aggressively targets that terrorist group. Even
as American foreign policy makers claim to
oppose Muslim extremism, they knowingly
foment it as a weapon of foreign policy.

The Islamic State is its latest weapon that,
much like Al-Qaeda, is certainly backfiring.
ISIS recently rose to international prominence
after its thugs began beheading American

journalists. Now the terrorist group controls an
area the size of the United Kingdom.

In order to understand why the Islamic
State has grown and flourished so quickly, one
has to take a look at the organisation’s Amer-
ican-backed roots. The 2003 US invasion and
occupation of Iraq created the pre-conditions
for radical Sunni groups, like ISIS, to take
root. America destroyed Saddam Hussein’s
secular state machinery and replaced it with
a predominantly Shiite administration. The
US occupation caused vast unemployment in
Sunni areas, by rejecting socialism and closing
down factories in the naive hope that the magi-
cal hand of the free market would create jobs.

Under the new US-backed Shiite regime,
working class Sunni’s lost hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs. Unlike the white Afrikaners in
South Africa, who were allowed to keep their
wealth after regime change, upper class Sun-
ni’s were systematically dispossessed of their
assets and lost their political influence. Rather
than promoting religious integration and unity,
American policy in Iraq exacerbated sectarian
divisions and created a fertile breading ground
for Sunni discontent, from which Al-Qaeda in
Iraq took root.

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria used to
have a different name: Al-Qaeda in Iraq. After
2010 the group rebranded and refocused its
efforts on Syria.

There are essentially three wars being
waged in Syria: one between the government
and the opposition, another between Iran and
Saudi Arabia, and yet another between America
and Russia. It is this third, neo-Cold War battle
that made US foreign policy makers decide to
arm [slamist “rebels” in Syria, because Syrian
President, Bashar al-Assad, is a key Russian
ally. Many of these Syrian rebels have now
turned out to be ISIS thugs, who are openly
brandishing American-made M16 Assault
rifles.

America’s Middle East policy revolves
around oil and Israel. The invasion of Iraq has
partially satisfied Washington’s thirst for oil,
but ongoing air strikes in Syria and economic
sanctions on Iran have everything to do with
Israel. The goal is to deprive Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah and Palestine’s Hamas, of crucial Syrian
and Iranian support.

ISIS is not merely an instrument of terror
used by the US to topple the Syrian govern-
ment; it is also used to put pressure on Iran.

The last time Iran invaded another nation
was in 1738. Since independence in 1776,
the US has been engaged in over 53 military
invasions and expeditions. Despite what the
Western media’s war cries would have you
believe, Iran is clearly not the threat to regional

security, Washington is. An Intelligence Report
published in 2012, endorsed by all 16 US intel-
ligence agencies, confirms that Iran ended its
nuclear weapons program in 2003. Truth is,
any Iranian nuclear ambition, real or imagined,
is as a result of American hostility towards
Iran, and not the other way around.

The US is using ISIS in three ways: to
attack its enemies in the Middle East, to
serve as a pretext for US military interven-
tion abroad, and at home to foment a manu-
factured domestic threat, used to justify the
unprecedented expansion of invasive domestic
surveillance.

By rapidly increasing both government
secrecy and surveillance, Mr Obama’s govern-
ment is increasing its power to watch its citi-
zens, while diminishing its citizens’ power to
watch their government. Terrorism is an excuse
to justify mass surveillance, in preparation for
mass revolt.

The so-called “War on Terror” should be
seen for what it really is: a pretext for main-
taining a dangerously oversized US military.
The two most powerful groups in the US for-
eign policy establishment are the Israel lobby,
which directs US Middle East policy, and the
Military-Industrial-Complex, which profits
from the former group’s actions. Since George
W Bush declared the “War on Terror” in Octo-
ber 2001, it has cost the American taxpayer
approximately US$6.6 trillion and thousands
of fallen sons and daughters; but, the wars have
also raked in billions of dollars for Washing-
ton’s military elite.

In fact, more than 70 American companies
and individuals have won up to US$27 bil-
lion in contracts for work in post-war Iraq and
Afghanistan over the last three years, accord-
ing to a recent study by the Centre for Public
Integrity. According to the study, nearly 75 per-
cent of these private companies had employees
or board members, who either served in, or
had close ties to, the executive branch of the
Republican and Democratic administrations,
members of Congress, or the highest levels of
the military.

In 1997, a US Department of Defence
report stated, “the data show a strong correla-
tion between US involvement abroad and an
increase in terrorist attacks against the US.”
Truth is, the only way the US can win the “War
On Terror” is if it stops giving terrorists the
motivation and the resources to attack Ameri-
ca. Terrorism is the symptom; American impe-
rialism in the Middle East is the cancer. Put
simply, the War on Terror is terrorism; only, it
is conducted on a much larger scale by people
with jets and missiles.
globalresearch.ca &

Workers of the world, awaken

Workers of the world, awaken!

Break your chains. demand your rights.
All the wealth you make is taken

By exploiting parasites.

Shall you kneel in deep submission
From your cradles to your graves?

Is the height of your ambition

To be good and willing slaves?

CHORUS:

Arise, ye prisoners of starvation!
Fight for your own emancipation;
Arise, ye slaves of every nation.

In One Union grand.

Our little ones for bread are crying,
And millions are from hunger dying;
The end the means is justifying,
Tis the final stand.

If the workers take a notion,

They can stop all speeding trains;
Every ship upon the ocean

They can tie with mighty chains.
Every wheel in the creation,

Every mine and every mill,

Fleets and armies of the nation,
Will at their command stand still.

Join the union, fellow workers,
Men and women, side by side;
We will crush the greedy shirkers
Like a sweeping, surging tide;
For united we are standing,

But divided we will fall;

Let this be our understanding -
“All for one and one for all.”

Workers of the world, awaken!

Rise in all your splendid might;

Take the wealth that you are making,
It belongs to you by right.

No one will for bread be crying,

We'll have freedom, love and health.
When the grand red flag is flying

In the Workers’ Commonwealth.

Utah Phillips
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Haiti election

International

xX=President Aristide
under house arrest

Emile Schepers

A new dispute is growing in Haiti,
as former President Jean Ber-
trand Aristide has been ordered
under house arrest, while legisla-
tive elections scheduled for Octo-
ber 26 are in doubt.

Aristide, who was overthrown in
2004 in an armed coup backed by the
United States, Canada and France,
returned to Haiti from exile in South
Africa in March of 2011 after the
United States had tried in vain to con-
vince South African President Jacob
Zuma not to permit Aristide to leave.
Since then, he has dedicated his time
to his educational foundation rather
than participating actively in politics.

One of the protagonists of the
coup, former musician Michel
“Mickey” Martelly, was elected
president in the elections of 2010-
2011. Aristide was still in South
Africa at that time, but tried to run
for president also. Even though his
party, Lavalas, is the largest in Haiti,
Aristide was blocked from running
for president under a technicality and
Lavalas was excluded entirely. The
US State Department, at that time
under Hillary Clinton, was heavily
involved in the election at the runoff
stage.

Well-off Haitians fear Aristide
because by inspiring and mobilis-
ing the poor, he represents a threat
to their power and interests. The
United States is afraid that if Aris-
tide or someone else from Lavalas
were to become president, it would
mean that Haiti could move in the
direction of other Latin American
states that have, through the Boli-
varian movement, been promoting
horizontal economic and political
integration among themselves and
therefore threatening US hegemony
in the Western Hemisphere.

Haiti is the poorest country in
the Western Hemisphere, and its
troubles have been intensified by a

massive earthquake in January 2010
that killed up to 200,000 people and
destroyed much infrastructure, plus
a cholera epidemic which was set off
by the careless handling of human
waste by a United Nations peace-
keeping unit.

Since becoming president, Mar-
telly has delayed holding legislative
elections for three years. Meanwhile
he appears to be more and more con-
nected to the circles of former dicta-
tor Jean-Claude Duvalier. Duvalier is
also known as “Baby Doc” in refer-
ence to his infamous father, President
Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier. Baby
Doc has also returned to Haiti and
has not been prosecuted for the many
crimes he has been accused of, and
he and President Martelly are seen
together at social events.

So when the government
announced legislative elections for
October 26, to cover two thirds of the
Senate, the whole of the Chamber of
Deputies (the lower house of the leg-
islature) and local legislatures and
municipal governments, there was a
great degree of suspicions about how
these elections would be carried out.
Specifically, opposition politicians
feared that there would not be suf-
ficient guarantees that Martelly’s
government would not try to rig the
elections or manipulate the results.

The fears came, specifically,
from doubts about the “El Rancho
Accord”, in which legislation
establishing the mechanism for
the elections was approved by the
government but not by all opposi-
tion forces. Six senators, backed
by major political parties and civil
society organisations, have blocked
a vote on legislation permitting the
election from going forward until
greater guarantees of electoral fair-
ness can be agreed on. The Election
Commission now says that elections
on October 26 are not possible due to
the dispute. But the term of the cur-
rent legislature is up in January 2015,
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President Jean Bertrand Aristide.

and if there is not an election by then,
its legitimacy and that of any laws it
passes is shaky at best.

As has happened several times
before, a judge closely connected to
the Martelly government, Lamarre
Belizaire, summoned Aristide to
appear before him about “ongoing
investigations” of corruption during
his last term as president. Aristide’s
lawyer challenged the subpoena as
improperly served, and the judge
himself did not show up at the ini-
tial hearing. Then, alleging contempt
of court, Belizaire ordered Aristide

to stay under house arrest. Shortly
thereafter, the government withdrew
the security guard detail that has been
protecting Aristide.

The six senators who have
blocked the election law have since
visited Aristide in his home as a ges-
ture of solidarity. In the United States
also, there is a strong group of Aris-
tide supporters, including Congress-
woman Maxine Waters and actor
Danny Glover, who see the actions
of Judge Belizaire as sinister and
dangerous; they are asking people in
the United States to protest it.

However, some people in the US
Congress, both Republicans such as
Senator Marco Rubio and Demo-
crats, are demanding that the elec-
tions go forth as planned.

On September 14, the UN Secu-
rity Council discussed the situation
in Haiti. US Ambassador to the UN
Samantha Power criticised the Hai-
tian senators who have balked on the
elections, and called for them to go
forward.

People’s World &

Malcolm Burns

Scots voted No to independence
by 55 percent to 45 percent in
Thursday’s historic poll. Scot-
tish First Minister Alex Salmond
resigned as the political classes of
Holyrood Palace and Westminster
manoeuvred in the wake of Scot-
land’s nail-biting independence
referendum.

In the wake of the defeat, Sal-
mond said it was time for Scotland
and the SNP [a Scottish national-
ist and social-democratic political
party] to have a new leader who
could take the devolution process
forward.

“We lost the referendum vote
but can still carry the political ini-
tiative,” he said.

“More importantly, Scot-
land can still emerge as the real
winner.”

His decision came as Prime
Minister David Cameron and
Labour leader Ed Miliband strug-
gled to seize the initiative on

in the wake of “No” result

constitutional change following a
month of frenetic promise-making
to try and secure more No votes.

Under pressure from many of
his right-wing Tory backbenchers,
Mr Cameron linked new powers
for Scotland with restrictions on
Scottish MPs voting on non-Scot-
tish bills in Westminster.

He said: “We have heard the
voice of Scotland and now the mil-
lions of voices of England must
also be heard. The question of
English votes for English laws, the
so-called West Lothian Question,
requires a decisive answer so just
as Scotland will vote separately on
their issues of tax, spending and
welfare, so too England, as well
as Wales and Northern Ireland,
should be able to vote on these
issues.

“All this must take place in
tandem with and at the same pace
as the settlement for Scotland.”

House of Commons Leader
William Hague will draw up the
plans, with the same November

deadline as the detailed proposals
on powers for Scotland.

Labour leader Ed Miliband
said his party would look at any
proposals the Prime Minister
came forward with — but called
for a full constitutional conven-
tion to deliver change across
Britain.

Speaking ahead of this year’s
Labour Conference, Mr Miliband
pledged to deliver powers prom-
ised to Scotland during the referen-
dum campaign.

He said: “This referendum has
changed Scotland. But it will also
change Britain.

“We know there is deep anger
across the UK with Westminster
politics from so many people who
feel left out and left behind - that
our country doesn’t work for
them.”

Scottish Labour Campaign
for Socialism chairman Vince
Mills welcomed the promise of
new powers for Scotland but
urged Labour to be cautious about

accepting the timescale which Mr
Cameron is setting out.

“Giving new powers to Scot-
land in short order is fair enough,”
he said. “But the Better Together
parties didn’t say they were going
to try to resolve all the problems
of the British constitution on the
same timetable.”

Union leaders representing
hundreds of thousands of Scots
yesterday urged the Westminster
parties to make good on their refer-
endum pledge of change.

Unite [Britain’s largest trade
union] general secretary Len
McCluskey said the Westminster
parties had witnessed a “seismic
shift in the political culture of
these isles, one that must surely
hasten the day we can say goodbye
to the ruinous political consensus
of the past 40 years which has not
served our people.”

He warned Labour leaders:
“People want change, genuine
change — please listen, understand
these calls and heed them.”

On Wednesday, the day of
the referendum, Morning Star ran
an editorial, starting with these
paragraphs:

“However Scotland votes
today, one thing is certain — the
British state has lost the trust and
confidence of its peoples.”

The Morning Star does not
support Scottish separatism. Many
contributors to our pages have
explained why — the constitutional
fix on offer does not challenge or
weaken the power of capital owned
and organised at a British and
international level, but runs a very
serious risk of dividing and weak-
ening the labour movement and its
organisations.

But as other columnists of
ours from the pro-independence
left have amply demonstrated, the
referendum debate has energised a
people determined to strike a blow
against a pampered Westminster
elite.

Morning Star &
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From Gaza we say:
The outcome

International

From the ruins of our towns and cities in Gaza, we
send our heartfelt appreciation to all those who stood
with us and mobilised during the latest Israeli massa-
cre. In the occupied West Bank, Israel has embarked
on one of its largest illegal land grabs in decades by
confiscating another 1,000 acres of Palestinian land
to expand its illegal colonies.

Now, our battle to hold Israel accountable for its fresh
war crimes and crimes against humanity has begun. The
outcome of this battle to end Israeli impunity will deter-
mine whether Israel’s latest assault will be yet another
stage in Israel’s “incremental genocide” of Palestinians or
the turning point that will bring an end to Israel’s status as
an entity above the law — the world’s dangerous pariah.
The outcome of this battle depends on you.

Two months after its 2008—2009 massacre in Gaza,
Israel’s prize was an upgrade in trade relations with the
European Union. By 2012, Western powers in coopera-
tion with the UN Secretary General had effectively pre-
vented all investigation by the United Nations and the
International Criminal Court (ICC) into the war crimes
and crimes against humanity that Isracl committed during
the attack.

During the most recent massacre, on August 2, 2014,
three days after the occupation forces bombed the desig-
nated UN humanitarian shelter in Jabaliya refugee camp,
killing 20 civilians and wounding at least 150 people as
they slept, the US Congress approved US$225 million in
additional military aid to Israel. The following day, the
occupation forces bombed another UN shelter in Rafah
killing ten civilians and injuring dozens.

Also during the massacre, Germany sold Israel an
attack submarine with nuclear capability, and the Britain
refused to freeze its arms sales to Israel. These and other
forms of criminal complicity from world governments
and official bodies pave the way for Israel’s ongoing
genocidal attacks. It is up to people of conscience and
all those who seek peace with justice worldwide to make
sure this complicity ends now.

We urge you to stand with the Palestinian people in its
entirety and to demand that Israel be held accountable for
the war crimes and crimes against humanity it has com-
mitted and continues to commit against the Palestinian
people everywhere.

We urge you to intensify boycott, divestment and
sanctions (BDS) campaigns to further isolate Israel eco-
nomically, militarily, academically and culturally. Inten-
sify BDS against Israel in all fields, including by taking
the following actions:

Working to have arrest warrants issued against Israeli
war criminals and for them to be tried before your courts.

Pressuring governments to impose a comprehensive
military embargo on Israel.

Pressuring governments to suspend all free trade and
bilateral agreements with Israel until it complies with
international law.

e
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oh you

Building effective direct action against Israel and
Israeli companies, such as the inspiring Block the Boat
actions that prevented Israeli ships from unloading in Cal-
ifornia and Seattle, and the occupations of Israeli weapons
company Elbit Systems’ factories in Britain and Australia.

Working within trade unions to raise awareness about
Israel’s regime of oppression and engaging in effective
BDS measures such as stopping handling of Israeli goods,
divesting trade union funds from Israel and complicit
companies, and boycotting complicit Israel trade unions.
The trade union movement has a proud history of success-
ful campaigning against apartheid in South Africa, and
the Congress of South African Trade Unions has joined
Palestinian trade unions in calling for trade union action
to end Israel’s impunity.

Holding to account those corporations and retailers
that support and profit from Israel’s regime of occupation,
colonialism and apartheid, including by boycotting their
products and taking creative and direct action. The Pal-
estinian BDS National Committee (BNC) has suggested
a list of corporate criminals to target.

The majority of the world’s people are waking up
to the reality of Israel’s rogue regime of oppression
and racism. For the rest of what is supposed to be the
UN’s International Year of Solidarity with the Palestin-
ian People, demand an end to Israel’s criminal impunity.
Stand with Gaza, and act for freedom, justice and peace
in Palestine.

Issued by the Palestinian BDS

National Committee (BNC) and the following
Gaza organisations/unions:

Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions
University Teachers’ Association in Palestine
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations
Network (umbrella for 133 orgs)

Medical Democratic Assembly

General Union of Palestine Workers

General Union for Health Services Workers
General Union for Public Services Workers
General Union for Petrochemical and Gas Workers
General Union for Agricultural Workers
Union of Women’s Work Committees
Pal-Cinema (Palestine Cinema Forum)

Herak Youth Movement

Union of Women's Struggle Committees
Union of Synergies—-Women’s Unit

Union of Palestinian Women’s Committees
Women's Studies Society

Working Women's Society

Palestinian Students’ Campaign for

the Academic Boycott of Israel

Gaza BDS Working Group

One Democratic State Group

The Electronic Intifada &

Venezvela

the revolution continues
la revolucién continva

Monday October 6 (Labour Day holiday)

9:00am -

Redfern Town Hall

6:00pm

73 Pitt Street, Redfern

Feature discussions will include Ideology of Bolivarian revolution, Social and economic
achievements, Truth and media lies of revolution, Bolivarian Alternative for the America

Contact: Vlaudin 0450 082 960, Fred 0412 556 527, or Roberto 0425 182 994

An event organised by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in conjunction with: Australia Venezuela Sclidarity Network,
Bolivarian Circle, Chile Solidarity Commitiee, Committee for Human Rights in Guatemala, Communist Party of Australia, Green
Left VWeekly, Grupo Ibiray - Fondo Raul Sendic, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front Committee (Sydney), Latin America

Social Forum, Maritime Union of Australia, Socialist Alliance, Socialist Alternative, United for Colombia.
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On September 15, at a theoretical meeting to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the National People’s Congress (NPC),
Chairman of the Standing Committee of China’s NPC, Zhang
Dejiang, said that the NPC system should come into full play,
continuing to fulfil duties that contribute to the development of
socialist democracy in accordance with the Constitution. He
added that China should stick on the socialist path, enhanc-
ing the NPC system, as it connects the people and the Party
and it safeguards the people’s ruling position in the country.

On September 15, Chairman of the National Committee of
the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, Yu
Zhengsheng, visited Uygur students in Shandong Province. He
called for more support for ethnic students, asking schools and
teachers to treat ethnic students as their own children, as many
of these students study away from home. He praised the pro-
motion of learning partner programs and activities that brought
Han Chinese and ethnic students together. He also stressed that
in order to improve ethnic minorities’ living standards, the gov-
ernment should provide more support for them to find work.

On September 16, publishers from more than 10 internation-
al organisations and countries participated in the 9th Pyongyang
International Science and Technology Book Fair in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, including participants from the
World Health Organisation, Britain, Canada, China, Egypt,
France, Germany and the US. The fair covered a broad range of
books including architecture, education, engineering, electron-
ics and health. Chairwoman of Korean Committee for Cultural
Relations with Foreign Countries, Kim Jong Suk, said that tech-
nology and science brought development and progress. The
fair promoted cooperation and friendship among countries.

On September 17, Deputy Prime Minister of Vietnam, Nguyen
Xuan Phuc, urged the relevant ministries and local governments
to provide more support for migrants from the mountainous
regions who have settled in the Central Highlands. He recog-
nised that this domestic migration trend was inevitable due to rapid
industrial development. This includes investing more money in
building infrastructure and retraining and reallocating the work-
force. Moreover, in order to reduce poverty and improve living
standards, 540,000 ethnic people from four districts in the Central
Highlands region would receive around AU$165 million, and 80
precent of it would be invested in building infrastructure, devel-
oping livelihood strategies and improving communication.

On September 17, Myanmar workers at the Yimei shoe fac-
tory decided to continue their strike for eight days after
the factory owner refused to pay them a AU$50 cent
daily wage rise. According to the factory’s website, the com-
pany has 300 employees and is located in the Hlaingthaya
industrial zone. It exports children’s shoes to Europe, Canada
and the US on a market where demand is increasing, but
the owner is unwilling to pay a 50-cent daily wage increase.
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Flat-earth-society govt

The widespread cuts to science
funding by the Abbott government
is a reflection, philosophically
speaking, of their metaphysical
world view: with perhaps the
exception of Malcolm Turnbull, all
the ministers are Christian funda-
mentalists. God will take care of
things. Climate change, of course,
is his will.

So, we have slash and burn at
our national science body, the Com-
monwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation. Therefore
it is no surprise that scientists and

project leaders at the CSIRO, on top
of doing research, are having to clean
labs, write promotional material,
refill photocopiers, sort mail.

There is no surprise either that
these things are keeping them from
doing their research because the gov-
ernment cuts have forced out more
than 100 support staff. As one sci-
entist put it: “Someone who is paid
$150,000 a year shouldn’t spend one
half day a week washing glassware.”

The government’s cuts of $111
million over four years will see the
loss of 400 researchers and support
staff by July next year and another
300 positions will be cut after a
restructure.

In the previous financial year
under the Labor government, the
CSIRO lost 513 positions in a forced
“efficiency drive”. This was followed
by a recruitment freeze by the Abbott
government.

An example of the practical
outcomes can be seen in the Aus-
tralian Animal health Laboratory
in Geelong. It was confirmed last
month that eight infectious disease

Letters / Culture & Life

researchers are to go. This is the
facility that researchers live samples
of deadly diseases such as Ebola.

A wider issue is the fact that the
cuts hurt the CSIRO’s reputation,
affecting the way potential science
students see the organisation.

We really need to get rid of this
flat-earth-society government.

T Southern
Brisbane

Don’t let James Hardie
get away with it

In what can only be called a
criminal disgrace, James Hardie
asbestos victims are to get com-
pensation in instalments rather
than lump sums, meaning the
victims will not get their compen-
sation in their lifetime.

The NSW government needs to
do something otherwise the distress
caused to the victims who are already
dealing with terminal illness will be
unbearable.

Payments via instalments are

useless to victims suffering mesothe-
lioma cancer in which they usually
have between nine and 12 months to
live. The majority of the money is
for the person’s medical care, nurs-
ing aids or the rare case when people
respond to chemo treatment.

They are being robbed of 20 to
30 years of their lives. James Hardie
paid a $550 million dividend to share-
holders last financial year. It should
also be pointed out that the asbestos
part of the company historically has
been by far the most profitable.

This situation must not be
allowed to continue and let James
Hardie behave as it has always
behaved.

Lynne Fox
Sydney

Fruit and veg initiative

I was very pleasantly surprised
the other day when I was doing
my shopping for vegetables. I
don’t know if I should mention the
name of the shop (it is a popular
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one) but I loved their initiative —
they have installed several boxes
with what they called “imperfect
fruit and vegetables”.

They contained all those veg-
etables that were perfectly fresh but
not perfectly formed. There is a huge
loss of produce which does not fit big
supermarket requirements for looks,
etc.

To see that some greengrocers
sell this not-so-perfect in appear-
ance fruit and vegetables is a wel-
come move. Not only do farmers get
a bit of money for their otherwise
destroyed product, consumers are
also winners because the prices were
very low indeed. A good initiative
and the one I’d like to see adopted
by big supermarkets as well.

Mati English
Sydney

Cult

by
Rob Gow

other USA

Because of the power of the monopoly
media, who despite their differences usually
speak as one on important issues (especially
those affecting their class power), we tend to
think of the USA as a monolith that speaks
with a uniform voice, the voice of imperial-
ism. This view overlooks the vibrant and
hardworking (if highly disunited) opposi-
tion in the US, an opposition much of which
sees itself as Marxist despite decades of
anti-Communist propaganda.

The articles from which I sourced last
week’s Culture & Life generated some interest-
ing comments from people who read the origi-
nal material on the Common Dreams website
and made the essential links to other examples
of US imperialism’s lies and propaganda. For
instance, someone calling himself Kepler93,
referring to ads on American TV showing US
Navy warships breasting the waves accompa-
nied by the superimposed slogan “A Force for
Good”, noted that “They had to re-brand [the
Navy] after blanketing Baghdad and its public
utilities with Tomahawks in the shock and awe
attack on Iraqi society. Never mind that the
government that controls it is anything but a
force for good, but a good propagandist sells
the sizzle rather than the rancid steak.”

Apparently enough people reacted poorly
to the “Force For Good” slogan that the Pen-
tagon subsequently changed it: Now the US
Navy’s ads show an aircraft carrier and flash
in its wake the slogan: “100% on watch!”
(Against attack by the ISIL navy, no doubt.)

And reader Tom Carberry added the sar-
donic suggestion: “The US military pays
soldiers so little many have to seek food
stamps and housing assistance (like Walmart
employees in uniform). The soldiers act like
a Potemkin village to convince citizens of the
legitimacy of perpetual war for corporate profit.
Instead of the Pentagon getting a huge cut out
of the military budget, why not just give the
money directly to corporations? Think of all
the money we would save in military salaries
and pensions.”

Kepler93 also pointed out another trick of
present-day US propagandists, that of referring
to everyone who “serves” in the military as a
hero. Distinguishing between the actions of a

mercenary army and those who risk their lives
for ordinary people, Kepler93 says: “As far as
I know, there are very few true military heroes.
The only people who I can say come even
close to being heroes are people who become
firefighters.”

And a rather cynical Maxwell Tom Car-
berry put forward the ironic view that “the
time has come for all citizens to be required
to directly purchase weapons from the vari-
ous suppliers.” This boost for militarism could
be supported, he suggests, by “hand grenade
giveaways and tickets to one happy winner of
an Abrams Tank” during the half-time shows
at football games and the like. Taking the idea
even further he suggests that “to get your driv-
ers’ licenses and insurance cards you would
now have to provide proof of your weapons
purchases.” A Republican controlled Congress
would, he thinks, “be all over this and the Dems
would eagerly get on board albeit with ‘some
precaution for infants’ and calls for labeling.”
[T noted he was cynical.]

With the US relying more and more on
mercenary proxy armies (as in Syria, Libya
and now Iraq, not to mention parts of southern
Africa and Latin America), a reader with the
pseudonym RedRavenSounds raised the fanci-
ful if intriguing idea: “The thing about a mer-
cenary army, is that it is an army for hire. What
happens if some other country (one that might
perhaps have a positive cash flow) wants to hire
said army for hire, for double or triple what
they are getting currently — and turn it against
the country that had hired them originally?”

And reader minitrue took that idea a step
further: “Another thing to think of: what often
happens when the employer can’t meet the
mercenary payroll? Probably the same thing
that happens to the guy who can’t pay his loan
shark.” That prompted this succinct response
from a reader identified as nicho: “You could
refer to The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire: Mercenary armies, religion-dominated
government, overextending of the empire, envi-
ronmental degradation.”

To which reader TR added the further com-
parison with the USA today where so many
people are dependent on food stamps and soup
kitchens: “And amidst all that, one of the few
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things that actually helped to keep Rome from
falling apart so fast was the monthly bread
ration. Without the bread ration, the mob in
Rome would likely have rioted constantly.”
Keeping this analogy going, Kapricorn4 noted
that “Food stamps and TV fulfill much the same
function as bread and circuses.”
RedRavenSounds responded by pointing
out that the US military-industrial-complex
(MIC) learned its lessons in the Vietnam War
when massive US ground-troop involvement
was all played out in full view of the tele-visual
media. “The horror show we have now is a
result of the lessons learned from SE Asia.”
To which reader Maxwell added: “In Cam-
bodia, Jimmy Carter and his national security
aide, Zbigniew Brzezinski made an ‘untiring
effort to find peaceful solutions’ by initiating
a joint US-Thai operation in 1979 known as
Task Force 80 which, for ten years, propped
up the notorious Khmer Rouge under the all-
purpose banner of anti-Communism. ‘Small

wonder present US-originating stories about
the Khmer Rouge end abruptly in 1979,” says
journalist Alexander Cockburn.

“Interestingly, just two years earlier, Carter
displayed his ‘respect for human rights” when
he explained how the US owed no debt to
Vietnam. He justified this belief because the
‘destruction was mutual’.”

Reader Jonny James felt it was time to cut
to the chase, saying that something he calls
“Neo-fascist inverted-totalitarianism” means
“extorting the public, asset-stripping public
infrastructure and giving huge amounts of
wealth and finance to private interests. [Sounds
like capitalism to me.] The parasites will not
stop until the host collapses or dies.” [Yep,
that’s capitalism. ]

And the final word was added by reader
Ned B: “Business and government working
together closely to control the people. Isn’t that
the definition of fascism?”

It’s certainly the definition of the USA. &
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Sunday September 28 -
Saturday October 4

he Monty Python team
were young middle class
intellectuals — witty, energetic and
full of verve. Paradoxically, for all
their intellectual gifts, they had little
understanding of the craft of comedy
(how to build a gag, for example).
In their TV series Monty Python's
Flying Circus they frequently just let
comedy routines peter out because,
not knowing how to build a gag,
they also had no idea how to top it.
Bringing them back after 30 years
for ten performances at London’s O2
arena — Monty Python Live (Mostly):
One Down, Five to Go (SBS ONE
Sunday September 28 at 8.30pm)
— was no doubt a shrewd commer-
cial move (the shows were all sold
out) but nostalgia cannot hide the
fact that the aging Pythons perform-
ing of some of their classic routines
are not as nimble (in every sense) as
they once were. Nevertheless, the
audience obviously enjoys wallow-
ing in the nostalgia. And they were
very clever.
ne has to ask oneself whether
the casual acceptance of the
use of torture and brutality by police
and security agencies in programs
like The Code (ABC1 Sundays at
8.30pm) is not part of a process of
softening up public opinion on this
matter. Especially if one considers
the way no one in government ever
criticises any of these programs for it.
In episode two of this very
modern thriller, the police Cyber
Crime Unit takes time off from their
computers to routinely indulge in the

torture of a suspect, while the Head
of Security for the company that’s
involved in secret research has “gone
rogue” and has to be silenced. Gosh!

With natural disasters and

extreme weather condi-
tions causing havoc around the globe,
SBS is premiering five documentaries
exploring the occurrence and impact
of various natural and environmen-
tal disasters. The first of these docu-
mentaries is Meteor Strike: Fireball
From Space, (SBS ONE Monday
September 22 at 7.30pm). On the
morning of February 15, 2013, a
7,000 tonne asteroid crashed into the
Earth’s atmosphere. A blinding flash
of light streaked across the Russian
sky, followed by a shuddering blast
strong enough to damage buildings
and send more than 1,000 people to
hospital. Amazingly, no one could
track it because, like a World War 11
fighter plane, it came in with the sun
behind it, blinding Earth’s telescopes
to the danger.

This documentary follows the
world’s leading astrophysicists into
the exclusion zone just days after,
as they investigate the extraordinary
series of cosmic events that led to,
not one but two, asteroids approach-
ing the earth that day. Naturally, since
this is an American program, part of
its time is given over to scare-mon-
gering, speculating about the chances
of another — larger — asteroid heading
straight for Earth.

he final episode of The Real

History Of Science Fiction
(SBS ONE Monday September 29
at 8.35pm) deals with Robots, from
Frankenstein’s monster to R2D2.
There is a lot of scope with this sub-
ject to look at the way our lives could
be made easier or more rewarding
through the use of artificial intelli-
gence combined with clever mechan-
ics. However, typically for this series,
the preferred theme is the trite one
“what if our creations turn against
us?”

The rest of the program’s running
time is devoted to inconsequential
trivia, such as Kenny Baker describ-
ing the challenge of acting in Star
Wars while inside the body of R2D2.

pisode four of Wild Britain
(SBS ONE Wednesday
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The Real History Of Science Fiction — Robots — (SBS ONE Monday September 29 at 8.35pm).

October 1 at 7.30pm) is entitled
Autumn. 1t’s the season when the
trees go dormant, but not before
a final burst of colour. In fact, the
splendour of the autumn colour
change is as magnificent as anywhere
on earth. For animals, the shortening
days are a cue to act: slow-motion
photography catches sika deer doing
battle for supremacy while dormice
curl up for a winter snooze. Seals risk
life or death in the stormy seas, while
on land there are some who thrive
like earthworms, fungi and mysteri-
ous slime moulds.

For British viewers, the series
was a reminder that one did not have
to go to Africa to see “the wonders
of nature”.

pisode five of Living With

The Enemy (SBS ONE
Wednesday October 1 at 8.30pm)
is about Marijuana. In favour is
Michael, Australia’s public advocate
#1 for smoking pot. He is ambas-
sador for life at Nimbin’s Hemp
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Embassy, a co-creator of Australia’s
annual celebration of all things hemp,
Mardi Grass, a foundation member
of the Help End Marijuana Prohibi-
tion (HEMP) political party and a
man who has smoked his own body
weight in marijuana over the course
of his lifetime. Against is Kerryn,
a former junkie who is now a drug
educator and a woman who believes
marijuana is the gateway to a lifetime
of potential addiction and ruin.
What this subject needs is not
this “two bob each way” approach
but a definitive documentary investi-
gation that answers the question, just
how dangerous is marijuana?
ndeniable (ABC1 Thurs-
days from October 2 at
8.30pm) begins with an almost
casual murder, then comes forward
23 years to when the child who wit-
nessed that murder encounters the
killer once again. Or does she? Jane
(played by Claire Goose) is certain,
but few others are. Is she mistaken?

Mad? Or is an eminent surgeon actu-
ally a killer?

There is nothing actually wrong
with this psychological thriller series,
but it just did not engage me. That,
I suspect is more my fault than the
program’s. Although, one does wish
that writers of TV dramas might
try to devise stories that were not
dependent on murder or any type
of crime for their plots. What about
basing plots on the drama inherent in
people’s everyday lives?

his week’s entrant in SBS’

season of war films is
Empire Of The Sun (SBS ONE Sat-
urday October 4 at 8.30pm), Steven
Spielberg’s unfortunate sprawling
saga about civilian prisoners of the
Japanese in WW2. “Emotionally dis-
tant and loaded with cinematic cre-
scendos that simply don’t have the
emotional content to warrant all that
fuss” — (Leonard Maltin). &

Sydney

September 25

Relations, Macquarie Uni;

October 2

October 9

ABC 7:30 (NSW);

October 16

violence;

IN THE PUEB

SYRIA & IRAQ - AN UPDATE
Noah Bassil, Dr, Dept of Modern History, Politics and International

Ahmed Shboul, Prof, Dept of Arabic & Semitic Studies, Sydney Uni;

AN EVENING WITH GREG COMBET,

FORMER FEDERAL LABOR MINISTER
Greg Combet, Former Federal Labor Minister
(including Portfolios Climate Change & Industry);
in conversation with Frank Stilwell, Sydney Uni;

ABBOTT’S CUTS TO THE ABC -
DISEMPOWERING DEMOCRATIC DEBATE
Quentin Dempster, Journalist, author and presenter

CHANGES TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORT
SERVICES IN NSW: WHO GIVES THE BEST SUPPORT
FOR WOMEN FLEEING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND WHY?
Cat Gander, NGO Consulting Group and former Executive Officer
NSW Women's Refuge Movement;

Rachel Sim, From “No Shelter”, a collective against gendered

Every Thursday 6:30 pm ’til 8:15pm
Harold Park Hotel

Cnr Wigram Rd & Ross St Glebe

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au




12  September 24, 2014

Guardian

From prying plumbers to
snooping social workers

Ylenia Gostoli

Waled*, aged 31, was working at a youth
centre in Hammersmith, London, when the
centre decided to accept funding that the
local authority was making available under
the Prevent program, one of the elements
of Britain’s anti-terrorism strategy. It was
2009 and the youth centre was under “ter-
rorism” scrutiny, so the funding was a way
to stay in the game.

“Faith-based youth provision services were
always struggling financially, so it was just an
opportunity for them,” Waled explains now.

The government claims that the Prevent
program is designed to “engage” the Muslim
community, but many have grown sceptical and
see it more as a surveillance program.

“The criteria for [the funding] was really
looking at how to put together a project or an
event that could identify young people who
may have extremist views. No doubt about it,
we all walked away feeling it was an intelli-
gence-gathering forum,” says Waled.

Thirteen years after 9/11, the “war on
terror” continues. The Prevent program was
first introduced by the then Labour government
after the July 7, 2005 London bombings, with
the aim of identifying those at risk of radicalisa-
tion for early “intervention”.

Under the program, those reported as “indi-
viduals at risk” are referred to a multi-agency
panel and assessed. Referrals have increased
steadily. Recently released figures show that
their number nearly doubled between April
2013 and the end of March 2014, compared to
the same period the previous year, a rise which
coincided with the aftermath of the murder of
soldier Lee Rigby by two British Muslim men.

Only 20 percent of those referred on by
Prevent have been deemed “individuals at risk”
by the multi-agency panel.

The government
claims that
Prevent is
designed fo
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the Muslim
community,

but many have
grown sceptical
and see it as

a surveillance
program,

Tougher measures

After the radical Islamic group IS released
two propaganda videos in which a man with
a British accent beheads American journalists
Jim Foley and Steven Sotloff, the British gov-
ernment raised its terrorism threat level from
substantial to severe, and laid out new counter-
terrorism measures.

These include new proposed powers to
make it easier to revoke passports from British
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citizens and those with dual nationality, and to
prevent suspected British terrorists from return-
ing to Britain.

It is believed that around 500 Britons have
travelled to Syria and Iraq, some of whom are
fighting in the ranks of the IS — a group that is
known to have decapitated, buried alive, raped,
enslaved or expelled hundreds of Iraqi Yazidis,
Christians and Shi’a minorities.

Muslim leaders across the board have con-
demned the actions of IS and have tried to iso-
late the group’s interpretation of Islam from
that of the Muslim community. Some influ-
ential British imams have issued a fatwa that
“religiously prohibits” British jihadists from
joining IS.

British Prime Minister David Cameron
recently stated: “It is not enough to target those
who preach violent extremism — we need to go
after those who promote the extremist narrative
and life view that gives the terrorists and the
men of violence support for what they do. It is
not unlike the cold war, where we did not just
pursue those who wanted to do us such harm,
we also had to challenge all those who gave
them succour.”

More harm than good

Some in the Muslim community claim
Prevent has done more harm than good, and
that the strategies used have contributed to
radicalisation.

The program has been implemented in
schools, doctors’ surgeries and social services
and 37 percent of referrals made between April
2007 and the end of March 2014 were of people
under the age of 18.

A pilot program that ended last June in the
Greater Manchester county saw two social-
housing providers — Mears and Adecco — train
their staff on how to spot and report violent
extremists, from managers and social workers
to repair and maintenance workers.

Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari, writer, educa-
tor and former chair of the Muslim Council of
Britain, an umbrella organisation for over 500

mosques, schools and associations in Britain,
says the problem runs deeper — particularly
after the new coalition government reviewed
the Prevent program.

The government claims that Prevent is
designed to “engage” the Muslim community,
but many have grown sceptical and see it as a
surveillance program.

“Unfortunately, most of the Muslim com-
munity wasn’t made part of [the review],” he
says. “It’s based on a ‘conveyor belt’ theory,
meaning that a young Muslim could be initial-
ly radicalised, then go through the process of
non-violent extremism, then violent extremism,
and could end up as a terrorist. We once again
criticised this because there is no evidence;
experts, in fact, say the opposite: that there’s
no linear line between radicalisation and the
act of terrorism.”

According to this “conveyor belt” theory,
many mainstream Muslim organisations such
as the Council of Britain could be considered
non-violent extremists, and the government
has virtually cut any form of dialogue with
them.

“There’s a feeling in the community ...
that we are seen as Trojan horses or a sus-
pect community, coupled with the media’s
sensational headlines. Young Muslims feel
the brunt of it because they are not like the
previous first generation [of immigrants],
who would keep quiet. We are also worried
about our young people going to Syria, but
we know these young people don’t come
from the mosque.”

Cage, a civil liberties group campaigning
on behalf of British Muslims affected by the
“war on terror”, have claimed that Prevent
is nothing less than a modern-day version of
McCarthyism, targeting anyone accused of
being a communist sympathiser. On this point
at least, the civil liberties group and David
Cameron agree.

*name has been changed
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