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Imagine a health system where pri-
vate health insurance (PHI) com-
panies decide which procedures, 
tests and treatments patients can 
have. Where these private funds 
undermine the right of patients 
and their GPs or specialists to 
decide their course of treatment. 
This is where Australia is headed. 
While the media has been focusing 
on the battle between the Austral-
ian Medical Association (AMA) 
and government over the details 
of the proposed $7 co-payment, 
Medibank Private has been quiet-
ly moving towards a US system of 
private managed healthcare. The 
Medibank move paves the way to 
the delivery of Medicare rebates 
through PHI companies and cre-
ates a two-tier health system with 
privately insured patients given 
priority over others.

In a pilot agreement with the 
Independent Practitioner Network 
(IPN), Medibank Private is paying 
an “administrative fee” to selected 
IPN medical centres. These centres 
undertake to see Medibank Private 
members within 24 hours and to bulk 
bill them. It also offers them access 
to out-of-hours care.

The GPs at the centres do not 
receive a direct payment from Med-
ibank. Under the Private Health 
Insurance Act, PHI funds cannot sub-
sidise individual doctors for medical 
services or cover the gap (co-pay-
ment) between a GP’s fee and the 
Medicare rebate. There are restricted 
hospital care and extra services –
physiotherapy, psychology, remedial 
massage, optical, dental, etc.

Medibank has found a way 
around this by paying the centre an 
“administrative fee”, not the indi-
vidual doctors. It plans to extend the 
model to more medical centres. It 
can then continue to bulk bill and the 
equivalent of the co-payment is paid 
by the insurance fund to the medical 
centre.

Medibank has attempted to 
rationalise its pilot program: “If Med-
ibank can support GPs to assist its 
members to remain healthy and out of 
hospital, not only do members benefi t 
but it also makes sense to Medibank 
from a business perspective.”

If appointments are tight, it 
would be more profi table for a clinic 

to take the privately insured patient 
and receive the “administrative fee” 
than an uninsured patient.

Questions have been raised as 
to the legality of the Medibank Pri-
vate trial, as it undermines universal 
access by creating a two-tier system 
– immediate access to GPs with bulk-
billing for private health fund mem-
bers. Those without PHI cover (those 
more likely to be low income and the 
most disadvantaged) will wait longer 
or maybe not even get in.

One of the demands of the PHI 
sector is to be able to cover out-of-
hospital medical services and process 
Medicare rebates. The government 
has plans to do this. The co-payment 
and abolition of bulk billing is part 
of the process. It is still problem-
atic whether it will get through the 
Senate.

Corporate monopolies
IPN boasts on its website that it 

is one of Australia’s original founders 
of corporate general practice. In 2008 
it was taken over by Sonic Health-
care Ltd, one of the largest diagnostic 
service providers in the world. It is 
Australia’s largest operator of private 
medical centres, having taken over 
Gemini Medical Services, Allied 
Medical Group, and Australian 
Locum Medical Services. It now has 
over 220 multi-disciplinary medical 
services around Australia employ-
ing 1,700 GPs and over 1,300 other 
health professionals.

It typifi es the process of privati-
sation and monopolisation of medi-
cal and diagnostic services. Private 
health insurance companies have 
been undergoing a similar process of 
monopolisation through takeovers, 
mergers and heavy marketing. Two 
funds, BUPA (26.8%) and Medibank 
Private (29.4%) cover 56.2 percent 
of the market. The only other funds 
with significant membership are 
HCF (10.8%), NIB (7.7%) and HBF 
(7.5%).

When two for-profi t companies 
the size of IPN and Medibank Private 
combine forces, it won’t take long 
for the others to follow if it proves 
popular. Such a combination paves 
the way for the PHI company to ulti-
mately dictate everything from a visit 
to the GP, diagnostics, hospitalisa-
tion, dental treatment, specialists, etc.

Welcome to the US managed 
health care system where the GP or 

specialist phones the insurance com-
pany for authorisation for an MRI, 
surgery or a course of treatment. The 
only missing link is the pharmaceu-
tical market. The pressure is on for 
the government to deregulate phar-
macies. It was a recommendation of 
the recent National Commission of 
Audit.

Of course, denying people treat-
ment keeps costs down and boosts 
profi ts. That is the aim of the game. 
The US has one of the worst and most 
costly health systems in the world. 
Millions of people cannot afford the 
care they need.

PHI funds could intervene before 
someone was treated in hospital and 
decide whether or not they would be 
covered by insurance if they went 

ahead with the treatment. Again, here 
is the US system of managed health 
care where bean counters in an insur-
ance company determine surgery and 
other medical treatment or tests.

Some readers might remember 
the Michael Moore show where he 
campaigned for a patient to have a 
life-saving pancreas operation after 
a health fund had refused to approve 
it. That public campaign was suc-
cessful. How many Americans are 
not so lucky? Is that what we want 
in Australia, bean counters in a for-
profi t insurance company dictating 
treatment? Hardly.

So why does the govern-
ment want to go there? Firstly, it 
wants to completely privatise the 
health system, like everything else. 

Secondly, the power of BUPA and 
Medicare who clearly had a hand 
in drafting the health section of the 
National Commission of Audit are 
driving its agenda.

Audit
The Audit report sets the scene 

for an Americanised managed health 
care system. It bemoans the fact that 
private health insurers are excluded 
from covering services provided 
through Medicare. “This limits the 
health funds’ ability to assist in 
improving the health outcomes of 
the elderly and chronically ill at the 
point of diagnosis, which is usually 
when they initially visit their local 
doctor.”

Continued on page 2
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Last Thursday the head of the Department of Immigration sneered 
at the “emotive language” of Human Rights Commission President 
Gillian Riggs, who stated that the Manus Island and Nauru asylum 
seeker detention centres are, in effect, prisons. Immigration 
Minister Scott Morrison then launched a vicious verbal attack over 
her comments about armed guards. Neither acknowledged that 
asylum seekers are, in effect, sentenced to indefinite detention and 
banishment for the “crime” of arriving unannounced by boat, or 
that the effect on detainees, especially children, is devastating. The 
Guardian is determined to cover this terrible unfolding story, but 
we need your support by way of contributions to the Press Fund, 
so please send us something for the next edition if you possibly can. 
Many thanks to those who contributed this week as follows:
Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15, Eddie Seymour $50
This week’s total: $70 Progressive total: $5,030

Executioner of people’s rights
It is becoming clear that there is considerable unrest within 

the ranks of the Coalition caucus and the Liberal Party. Treasurer 
Joe Hockey is becoming an embarrassment with gaffe after gaffe 
as he attempts to sell the line that the budget is fair. Every new 
attempt by Hockey to defend the budget reveals just how out of 
touch he is with ordinary people and their lives, and sees him and 
the government sink deeper. Murdoch’s Australian, which did so 
much to put the Coalition into offi ce and supports the budget, is 
now running hard on Hockey’s failure to sell it.

“Coalition doubts spread over Hockey’s sales job” and “Dow 
chief: the world laughs at us”, are just two headlines on the one 
page (15-08-2014). Under the fi rst heading, Stephanie Balogh 
writes, “Joe Hockey has fuelled internal criticism of his perfor-
mance as chief salesman of the budget, prompting colleagues to 
question his ability to lock in support for the Abbott government’s 
economic narrative.” Former Liberal leader John Hewson is one of 
a number of prominent Liberals outside of Parliament laying into 
Hockey’s performance. Most of the criticism focuses on Hockey’s 
personal performance, although within the ranks of caucus there 
are some who feel he should back off on some unpopular policies 
like the paid parental leave scheme and Medicare co-payment.

The footage on Channel 9 of a smug Hockey and Finance 
Minister, Mathias Cormann, smoking cigars outside Treasury 
on the eve of the May 13 austerity budget was a big turnoff to 
the electorate. After the budget Hockey attempted to defend the 
Medicare $7 co-payment, saying that his (high income) electorate 
of North Sydney has “one of the highest rates of bulkbilling in 
Australia”. Not true. His relatively wealthy electorate has one of 
the lowest bulkbilling rates in Sydney, confi rming that the most 
disadvantaged and lower income recipients rely on bulkbilling 
and would be hit hard by the co-payment. Comparing the cost 
of the $7 co-payment with two beers fell just as fl at.

But the gaffe that refuses to go away is Hockey’s claim that the 
increase in the fuel tax was fair because the “poorest people either 
don’t have cars or actually don’t drive very far in many cases.” 
How does he think poor people living in the outer suburbs get to 
work when they do not have public transport, or poor farmers 
in rural Australia get around without a car? The cigar-smoking 
Treasurer once again could not appear more out of touch with 
ordinary working people.

Whoever advised Hockey to sell the budget as fair was setting 
him up to fail. The ridicule and criticism of Hockey’s marketing 
is being used by the media to divert attention from the content of 
the budget. In effect they are trying to personalise the failure of 
the budget. The austerity measures cannot be covered up or the 
public fooled as to their impact. The ongoing gradual transforma-
tion of government that has been underway for some decades has 
reached a critical p oint where the next steps – dismantling the 
“welfare state” and changing the role of government – will have 
such negative impact on living standards that they cannot be sold.

Hockey is the messenger, the executioner of people’s rights for 
global capital, for the largest transnational corporations. Changing 
a few ministers around might buy a little time, but any leader 
attempting to sell and defend the budget measures is attempting 
the impossible. No one can hide the impact the many cuts and 
co-payment would have. The Australian people do not want to 
see their past gains and rights swept away and they do not want 
to be driven into poverty and despair.

There is an opening to put pressure on government leaders 
from within by lobbying local MPs and Senators over budget 
measures. They are already very anxious about public reaction 
to the budget and sensitive when it comes to the question of re-
election. The budget must be defeated. This will require a mass 
mobilisation of all those forces opposing it and the establishment 
of community/trade union committees to campaign, not just to 
bust the budget or defeat the Coalition, but to build the forces 
to elect a pro-people, pro-environment government in it is place.
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Free Palestine: 
The quest for truth 
and justice continues

Richard Titilius

In Perth on Saturday morning, 
August 16, the Friends of Pales-
tine held their sixth consecutive 
rally on Murray Street calling for 
an end to the occupation and siege 
of the Palestinian Gaza Strip.

About 150 people gathered, 
including Palestinians, trade union-
ists and activists and their friends 
and families.

The main speaker was Palestin-
ian man Amon Qwaider who spoke 
of the impact which the Israeli siege 
was having on the people of Gaza 
and their infrastructure, leaving the 
former traumatised and the latter 
often turned to rubble and dust.

But he said that the Israeli 

objective of destroying the resist-
ance of the Palestinian people has 
not been met as they have not run 
up the white fl ag.

The two union speakers, 
Seamus Doherty from the Com-
munications, Electrical and Plumb-
ing Union and Dave Fox from the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union spoke of the Boycott, Divest-
ment and Sanctions (BDS) cam-
paign, its successes and the need 
to continue with this strategy to 
make the aggressor Israeli state hurt 
economically.

Nick Everett - the Convenor for 
Friends of Palestine - then called on 
the protestors to march and to stop 
along the route outside Myers and 
David Jones to protest their stocking 

of Soda Stream products. These 
products are made in a factory on 
the West Bank on a site where Pal-
estinian houses formerly stood. The 
factory also uses large amounts of 
water – water to which the Palestin-
ian people have only meagre access. 
Israeli’s have 400 litres per person 
while Palestinians use on average 
73 litres per person.

The protesters held up their 
hands with gloves painted red to 
symbolise that the Soda Stream and 
corporations which stock their prod-
ucts will have blood on their hands.

The rallies will continue on the 
streets of Perth and other actions 
are also being co-ordinated by the 
Friends of Palestine.
(Photo: Peter Cunningham) 

Continued from page 1
The National Commission of 

Audit prepared for the Abbott gov-
ernment by former Business Council 
of Australia president Peter Shepherd 
proposed “Expanded private health 
insurance plans … at a minimum, 
cover all services provided by Medi-
care and public hospitals ....”

It also proposed a co-payment 
of $15 or $5 for concession card-
holders with a threshold of 15 visits, 
after which the co-payment would be 
halved. The government decided to 
go with $7 which would cut out after 
10 visits for concession cardholders.

The Liberals are and always have 
been philosophically opposed to the 
pillars of Medicare and our public 
hospital system: universal access, 
comprehensive cover, bulkbilling 
and no-fee public hospitals.

The Audit argued in the same 
terms as Medibank: “In many cases 
health funds are not made aware of 
when their members develop medical 
conditions and fi nd out only after the 
member has been treated in a hospi-
tal and seeks reimbursement from the 
fund. Allowing health funds to cover 
primary care settings would make it 
possible for them to be more aware 
of members’ health risks.

“Funds could assist members to 
manage chronic conditions in out-of-
hospital settings. This change is also 

needed to underpin the requirement 
for higher-income Australians to take 
out private health insurance.”

Managed health care
Nowhere does the Audit express 

concern for the wellbeing of people. 
It is based on cold-blooded, neo-lib-
eral, capitalist economics. Nor does it 
challenge proposals to spend almost 
twice the amount on the military and 
war preparations as health.

If PHI companies are allowed in 
the door to cover medical services, 
or even follow the Medibank model, 
the cost of premiums will rocket. The 
“administrative fees” must be funded 
– it won’t be at a cost to profi ts! Then 
there are the additional associated 
administrative costs as well as the 
new layers of profi t built into such 
a system. Those without PHI will be 
seriously disadvantaged either by not 
getting in to see their doctor or by 
having to wait longer.

The patient/doctor relationship 
would be destroyed and the asso-
ciated privacy of that relationship 
destroyed, with even more personal 
data out there for exploitation.

The government is now in 
the process of contracting out the 
processing and payments of Medi-
care claims and PBS payments – in 
other words privatising Medicare’s 
operations. Australia Post and the 

big banks are lined up. Shepherd 
has opposed this, describing it as a 
“substantial and potentially high-risk 
undertaking”. He is correct on that 
point. But so too is the management 
of refunds through PHI companies 
which he is advocating in the Audit 
report.

Greens legislation
Greens Senator Dr Richard Di 

Natale has introduced amendments 
to the PHI Act to safeguard the integ-
rity and effi ciency of our universal 
insurer – Medicare.

“It is necessary to clarify that 
such arrangements, which create a 
two-tiered system that favours the 
insured, are against the spirit and 
intent of the law,” Senator Di Natale 
said. “This Bill amends the [PHIA] 
to make it clear that private health 
insurers may not enter into arrange-
ments with primary care providers 
that provide preferential treatment to 
their members.”

It will be interesting to see if 
Labor is prepared to support this bill.

The way forward for a better 
health system, and a cheaper one, is 
through the strengthening of Medi-
care with universal access to bulkbill-
ing for medical and dental services, a 
greater focus on preventative health 
care and doctors on salaries rather 
than being paid per consultation.  
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Peter Mac

Last week Clive Palmer described 
“the Chinese” as “mongrels” 
and “bastards”, who “shoot 
their people”. His party’s Senate 
representative, Jacqui Lambie, 
declared Australia risked becom-
ing “slaves to an aggressive, anti-
democratic, totalitarian power”, 
and must massively re-arm itself 
against Chinese invasion.

Palmer later claimed he was 
only talking about the Chinese gov-
ernment and one Chinese company, 
adding “I feel for the Chinese people 
that live under such tyranny”.

The Chinese government 
described Palmer’s words as absurd, 
irresponsible and full of prejudice. 
West Australian Premier Colin 
Barnet described the statements as 
racist and Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop apologised.

Labor and liberal politicians all 
declared that Palmer’s statements 
would damage Australia’s trade with 
China, our biggest trading partner. 
But the future of Australian trade 
with China will be determined by his 
business dealings far more than by 
his verbal outbursts.

A very big deal
Palmer acquired the rights to 

vast iron ore deposits in the Pilbara 
in 1985, and in 2002 won state gov-
ernment mining approval.

In March 2006 his firm Min-
eralogy entered into the Sino Iron 
partnership with Citic Pacifi c, the 
27 percent Chinese government-
owned division of Citic, the parent 
company fully owned by the Chinese 
government.

Citic Pacific would build the 
mine and infrastructure, and act as 
shipping port operator. Mineral-
ogy would manage port security and 
get royalties of 10 percent of the 

benchmark ore price plus 35 cents 
per tonne, as well as $600 million in 
fees, paid over 30 months.

To sidestep Foreign Investment 
Review Board objections Mineral-
ogy would buy all the necessary land, 
including the port.

Construction proceeded very 
slowly. In October 2008 Citic Pacifi c 
executives admitted they had lost $2 
billion of the company’s money in 
unauthorised trading on the Austral-
ian dollar. Palmer received the fi nal 
instalment of the $600 million two 
days later, leaving Citic Pacifi c fl at 
broke.

Citic subsequently bailed out 
Citic Pacifi c, making the Chinese 
government the company’s major 
shareholder.

In 2010 Palmer discovered that 
during construction Citic Pacifi c had 
virtually destroyed a small island 
near the port, despite Mineralogy’s 
previous assurances concerning 
environmental protection. Incensed, 
Palmer then demanded rent from 
Citic for use of Mineralogy’s land.

Citic refused, adding they could 
not pay the ore benchmark roy-
alty component because the mining 
industry had abandoned the bench-
mark in favour of spot price royalties. 
In a subsequent voice-mail message 
to Citic, Palmer is recorded shouting: 
“… we are not changing the royalty 
for you at all. Tell your chairman to 
stick it up his arse.”

In March 2013 the court ordered 
Citic Pacifi c to pay $152 million in 
royalties to Mineralogy. However, it 
appealed, claiming that the change in 
method of royalty calculation made it 
impossible to justify the fi gure.

The courts subsequently ordered 
Citic Pacifi c to pay the 35 cents per 
tonne royalty component, but a fur-
ther decision on replacing the former 
benchmark royalty could take years.

Mining finally commenced in 

December 2013. By then Citic Pacifi c 
had spent $10 billion on construction 
and was virtually penniless again.

In February this year the Chinese 
government injected another $2 bil-
lion into Citic Pacifi c. The courts 
confi rmed Mineralogy’s entitlement 
to act as port security manager, 
prompting Palmer’s ABC Q&A out-
burst that “The Chinese government 
wants … to take over our ports and 
get our resources for free!”

Mineralogy attempted to have 
Citic Pacifi c shut down, but they 
countered with accusations that 
Palmer had diverted $12 million 
from a fund allocated to port opera-
tions, in order to contest the Western 
Australian Senate elections.

In June Palmer claimed $11.2 
million in outstanding royalties. The 
disputes over royalties and election 
funding will be decided by the courts.

Last year Australia’s exports to 
China were worth $94 billion, but 
the Sino Iron project is now the big-
gest loss-making venture in Chinese 
history.

Not surprisingly, the Chinese 
government has concluded that it 
cannot work with Palmer, and Citic 
Pacifi c’s chairman has indicated that 
the China/Australia trading relation-
ship now rests on the outcome of 
the court case over Palmer’s royalty 
payments.

Palmer in the House
By June 2013 Palmer’s company 

Queensland Nickel had amassed a 
$6.3 million carbon tax bill. Palmer 
refused to pay, and launched a High 
Court action to declare the tax uncon-
stitutional. Subsequent penalties and 
charges have brought the debt to 
$35.8 million.

In the last federal elections 
Palmer won a Lower House seat, 
and candidates in his party won seats 
in the WA Senate re-election. Their 
avowed intention was to introduce 
retrospective legislation to force the 
government to return all the carbon 
taxes.

But this was too much, even 
for the Abbott government. Palmer 
now faces a fi nancial crash because 
of his mounting carbon tax debt and 
because Citic is stalling on anything 
that would return a profi t to Palmer, 
in order to force him out of the Sino 
Iron project.

Palmer’s rhetoric that contained 
progressive positions on some issues 
has gained him an electoral advan-
tage. But would his party still oppose 

the proposed Medicare co-payment 
if the Abbott government offered to 
help him offset his carbon tax debt, 
in return for his support over the 
co-payment?

Palmer has loudly rejected the 
idea of imported low-cost labour. 
But if the government green-lighted 
Gina Rhinehart’s idea of a special 
economic zone in the north of Aus-
tralia for mining corporations, and if 
it also approved the import of over-
seas workers to work for a pittance, 
would Palmer give employment only 
to Australian workers at award rates?

Signifi cantly, Palmer’s party has 
focused on the north, winning parlia-
mentary seats in Western Australia, 
the Northern Territory and Queens-
land with massive election campaign 
funding.

Until he became involved in 
bitter legal disputes Palmer was 
making a fortune from Sino Iron. 
He sang the praises of the Chinese 
government so loudly he earned the 
nickname “Mr China”, and named 
his huge proposed coal mine in 
Queensland’s Galilee Basin “China 
First”.

But his verbal attack on the Chi-
nese government indicates unrelia-
bility on issues like the co-payment, 
deregulation of university fees and 
changes to aged pensions.

Have no illusions about Palmer’s 
intentions. His party’s primary task 
now is to scrap or modify any gov-
ernment activity that might adversely 
affect his business interests, including 
climate change initiatives. All other 
considerations are secondary. 
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Palmer’s primary task is 
to scrap or modify any 
government activity that 
might adversely affect his 
business interests.
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Wally Stubbings, Life Member 
of the Brisbane Labour History 
Association, passed away on July 
6, 2014 aged 101. Wally was one of 
the last remaining labour activists 
that had links to the 1940s. Wally 
received his Life Membership 
because of his life-long involve-
ment with the labour movement, 
both industrially and politically.

Wally was born on March 10, 
1913 in Strahan Tasmania and 
worked as a timber worker in his 
home town in the 1930s. He married 
his wife Ada, a fellow school friend, 
in 1933 and had a son Col in 1934. 
During this time he became active in 
the Timber Workers’ Union which 
began his long involvement with the 
union movement.

As well as working as a timber 
worker he also worked as a water-
side worker (wharfi e) and this saw 
him transferring to Hobart in 1940 
to work on the Hobart waterfront. 
In 1944 Wally came to Brisbane to 
work as part of the war effort. After 
the war Wally decided to come back 
to Brisbane to live but he had to go 
back to Hobart to establish his cre-
dentials in order to be able to transfer 
back to Brisbane. He came back to 
Brisbane in 1946 and immediately 
joined the Waterside Workers Fed-
eration (WWF) and the Communist 
Party of Australia (CPA). He threw 
himself into activism in both these 
organisations.

The WWF was a progressive 
organisation having got rid of the 
“bull” system in the 1940s, and 
the union was heavily involved in 
the Dutch shipping ban of the late 
1940s. In the 1950s and ’60s the 
union had broadened its involve-
ment with its members with sporting 

clubs, art classes, dancing studios 
for the children of wharfi es, and had 
established a fi lm unit. They were 
very active in the community and 
Wally was responsible in 1956 for 
organising wharfi es to go to Ingle-
wood to help the community in fl ood 
relief. The volunteers who went out 
there included qualifi ed plumbers, 
mechanics, former shearer’s cooks 
and bakers. These helped immensely 
with the town’s recovery.

Wally’s fi rst industrial involve-
ment was the 1948 Railway Strike in 
which he, along with Fred Patterson, 
was “bashed” by Queensland police 
at a demonstration on St Patrick’s 
Day. After coming home and lying 
down for a number of hours to get 
over his injuries, he set out to put 
posters up in bus shelters and walls 
from Moorooka to Bulimba declaring 
the then premier Hanlon a Nazi. All 
through his active years Wally was 
monitored by Queensland’s “infa-
mous” Special Branch. They spent 
a lot of time sitting outside Wally’s 
home and followed him to work and 
followed his son Col to school.

He was elected to the executive 
of the Brisbane branch of the WWF 
and worked as a Vigilance Offi cer 
(VO) for four years. In the CPA 
he was secretary of the waterfront 
branch and served on the State Com-
mittee and was campaign manager 
for various communist candidates. In 
1949 he was organiser for the Party 
in Rockhampton during the federal 
elections. When famous American 
left-wing activists Harry Bridges, 
President of the International Long-
shore and Warehouse Union, and 
Paul Robeson, world famous Ameri-
can singer and actor, visited Brisbane 
they were shown around by Wally.

During the 1950s the WWF was 
involved in two national strikes in 
1954 and 1956. Throughout these 
strikes wharfi es were involved in 
numerous demonstrations as well 
as promoting their cause in vari-
ous ways. Wally was sent out to the 
country to talk to the farmers. As in 
the containerisation issue that fol-
lowed in the next decade, Wally took 
the attitude that wharfi es needed to 
show the farmers that they too were 
interested in the economy and hence 
it was important that wharfi es were 
actively talking to the population.

Wally visited the Soviet Union 
in 1963 as part of a Communist 
Party delegation and was a guest of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. On May Day he was taken to 
the Bolshoi Ballet. Included in the 
audience were Nikita Khrushchev, 
Yuri Gagarin (Soviet cosmonaut), 
and Fidel Castro. He was embar-
rassed when the Party guides took 
him to the front of the queue when 
visiting Lenin’s tomb as he thought 
the people who were lining up should 
have been given preference to him. 
On his way back from the Soviet 
Union Wally visited Indonesia and 
was met at the airport by the General 
Secretary of the Indonesian Commu-
nist Party and they were guests of the 
Indonesian Party.

In the 1960s great changes were 
happening in the stevedoring indus-
try with the introduction of contain-
erisation on to the waterfront. The 
WWF was heavily involved in this 
debate, which also brought the issue 
of permanency for the workforce. 
Wally was involved heavily in this 
debate and argued that it was inevi-
table that containerisation would be 
introduced and once again argued 
that it was important to “look out-
wards” in order to promote the best 
outcomes for wharfi es.

In the late ’60s and early ’70s 
great changes were happening in 
western democracies with protests 

over the Vietnam War. The WWF 
and the CPA were some of the main 
organisations opposed to the war 
and along with the student move-
ment organised the Moratoriums 
which stood as mass opposition to 
the War. Wally was heavily involved 
with this movement and worked 
alongside leading student activists 
of the day. Wally was also involved 
in the civil liberties struggle, anti-
conscription and the movement 
against apartheid. He was arrested 
in the right-to-march campaign of 
the 1970s and spent time in the same 
cell as Senator George Georges and 
Federal MP Tom Uren.

In 1968, Wally supported the 
CPA’s condemnation of the Soviet 
invasion of Czechoslovakia to end 
Alexander Dubcek’s Prague Spring. 
However, most CPA maritime work-
ers nationally supported a minority 
opposition that in 1971 split away to 
form the pro-Soviet Socialist Party 
of Australia (SPA). Wally and other 
Brisbane wharfies remained CPA 
members, along with some other 
maritime unionists nationally.

As well as being involved in the 
CPA and the WWF Wally and his 
wife Ada were involved in numerous 
other organisations. Wally was one of 
the founding members of the Coun-
cil for Advancement of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders and had a 
long involvement in fi ghting for Abo-
riginal rights. He worked with Sugar 
Ray Walker and his wife Kath Walker 
who became famous for her poetry as 
well as being an aboriginal activist.

Wally’s wife Ada was treasurer 
of the WWF Women’s Committee 
which was responsible for visit-
ing sick wharfi es in hospital. They 
were particularly concerned about 
the plight of a young wharfi e who 
had fractured his spine. After raising 
money for helping this wharfi e Wally 
was approached by a Dr Murphy 
from the PA Hospital to set up an 
organisation to highlight the problem 

to the general public as well as giving 
help to the patients.

Wally and Ada were thus foun-
dation members of the Paraplegic 
Welfare Association. Their home in 
Gratwick Street, Moorooka became 
a hive of activity. There were meet-
ings of the Progress Association, 
Communist Party branch, Paraple-
gic Association and the Council for 
Advancement of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders, Fretlin, as 
well as other organisations.

When Wally retired he took a trip 
in a kombi van around Australia. He 
started by going up the Queensland 
coast and stayed with wharfi es at 
various ports all around Australia.

At the age of 60 Wally took up 
Veteran Athletics and attended a 
number of world championships in 
various parts of the world. He com-
peted in Sweden, West Germany, 
New Zealand, USA, Puerto Rico. At 
the age of 70, on the day Australia 
won the America’s Cup, Wally won 
the world championship 800 metres 
for his age group. He won many 400 
and 800 metres events for his age. 
He was a Life Member of Queens-
land Veteran Athletics (now known 
as Queensland Masters Athletics). In 
his later years Wally was a member 
of a gym and kept his exercise rou-
tine until his overall health prevented 
him from continuing.

Wally was a prolifi c reader which 
could be traced back to his childhood. 
A few months before he died he was 
reading Chomsky, Pilger, Dawkins 
and had asked his son to get out of 
the library Darwin’s Origin of the 
Species for him to read again.

Wally’s wife Ada pre-deceased 
him and he is survived by his son Col 
and his wife Joan, his grandsons Carl 
and Jeff, seven great grandchildren 
and fi ve great, great grandchildren.

Greg Mallory,
President, 

Brisbane Labour 
History Association 

Obituary

Wally Stubbings: wharfi e, 
communist, veteran athlete
Born: March 10, 1913, Strahan, Tasmania

Died: July 6, 2014, Redlands, Queensland

Wally receives his life membership of the Brisbane Labour History Association.
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“X-Men: Days of Future Past” 
is not a terrible movie. It does, 
however, demonstrate just what a 
tangled web (forgive the Spider-
Man reference) that Marvel’s 
mutant superhero franchise has 
become. The seventh X-Men fi lm 
overall, it simultaneously serves 
as a quasi-sequel to three different 
fi lms: the mostly-loathed X-Men: 
The Last Stand, the brilliant spy 
caper prequel X-Men: First Class, 
and the refreshing spinoff The 
Wolverine. Its visual style is fun, 
and it certainly has its exciting 
moments, but beyond that, it feels 
like this fi lm’s director is clutching 
at straws.

The sad thing is this should 
have been a great entry in the series 
with important sociopolitical mes-
sages. It was adapted from one of 
the most celebrated storylines in the 
comic books, in which Congress 
passes legislation called the Mutant 
Registration Act, which forces all 
mutants to identify themselves with 
the government. It leads to a dysto-
pian future in which robotic Sentinels 
hunt down mutants and place them 
in concentration camps. On the eve 
of possible nuclear holocaust, one of 
the X-Men, a young female mutant 
named Katherine “Kitty” Pryde, is 
sent back in time to change things 
by preventing the assassination of an 
extremist politician by a mutant - a 
pivotal moment that fi rst triggered 
anti-mutant hysteria.

Days of Future Past, the movie, 
follows this basic outline, but strips 
away or sanitizes all of the parts that 
mattered most. Never living up to the 
original story arc, it suffers from a 
haphazard juggling of characters, an 
amorphous tone, and needless histor-
ical references that seem to be there 
solely to give the fi lm a modicum of 
self-importance.

I always said that First Class, 
the best X-Men movie so far, was 
an altogether different beast than 
the campier fi lms that preceded it, 
and I feel vindicated after watch-
ing this sequel try and blend the 
two – with rather disastrous results. 
The alt-historical oomph and emo-
tive punch that made First Class so 
great is almost recreated here, but 
it’s hampered by the need to insert 
several motifs and tropes from the 
original trilogy – up to and including 

professorial narration and a melodra-
matic intro.

“The future: a dark and deso-
late world,” says a voiceover from 
Patrick Stewart as the story begins. 
You know. Just in case the CGI-ren-
dered shots of crumbling buildings, 
bleak skies, and burning cityscapes 
didn’t quite send the message.

The allegorical weight of the 
original comics, meanwhile, is here 
either obfuscated entirely, or made 
tasteless and shallow, due to a sense 
of rushed, obligatory inclusion in 
between the wham-bang action 
scenes. Days of Future Past is also 
a paragon for missed opportunity; 
where it could have had a strong 
female lead, it instead suffers from 
what I call “Wolverine overload.” 
Because if you think Kitty Pryde is 
the star of this movie, think again. 
Here it’s Wolverine (the ever-bank-
able Hugh Jackman) who goes back 
in time instead. Kitty, meanwhile, is 
played by the talented Ellen Page, so 
it’s pretty much an insult that she gets 

maybe six minutes of screen time the 
entire fi lm. But alas, director Singer 
isn’t having it; better to play it safe 
than to take a risk. It’s sadly ironic, 
too, because X-Men itself has always 
been, metaphorically, at least, about 
championing those who endure dis-
crimination: women, minorities, gays 
and lesbians.

Speaking of minorities, the origi-
nal story was also intended to work 
as an analogy for anti-immigrant 
legislation, but I’m sure that fl ew 
right over the director’s head; and 
I’m positive that 20th Century Fox 
(whose chairman is capitalist Rupert 
Murdoch) didn’t know or care. It’s 
another reason why the rights to 
X-Men need to revert back to Marvel 
Studios (who put out Iron Man, 
Avengers, Guardians of the Galaxy, 
etc.), who are much more forward-
thinking (they recently introduced a 
female Thor and a Muslim-American 
Miss Marvel).

Other topical aspects that 
would have worked in this story are 

completely absent. For example, 
the plot’s focus on the expansion of 
security and control based on fear 
would have been a great opportunity 
for commentary on the NSA spying 
scandal. But the fi lmmakers seem 
unwilling to touch upon apologue 
outside of the time period in which 
the story is set.

Jackman gets most of the spot-
light, but I’m thankful they let two 
others shine: James McAvoy and 
Michael Fassbender, both fantastic 
actors, return once more to play the 
young versions of X-Men leader 
Charles Xavier and nemesis Magne-
to, respectively. Evan Peters (Ameri-
can Horror Story, Kick-Ass) gets a 
small but interesting part as super-
fast mutant Quicksilver, during what 
I will admit is one of the most hilari-
ous and fun prison break scenes I’ve 
ever seen. And I’ll add that Nicho-
las Hoult, who is also pushed to the 
background, is another great actor; 
his performance in British drama 
series Skins was phenomenal.

Other strong actors like Ian 
McKellen and Halle Berry (who 
I’ve always felt was miscast in these 
movies, anyway) are here relegated to 
glorifi ed cameos. And Patrick Stew-
art deserved much more time than 
he received playing the older version 
of Xavier, but his character has been 
treated with the same carelessness as 
others in the fi lm series. Another char-
acter, Bishop – an important African-
American mutant in the comics – gets 
two lines the whole fi lm before being 
killed off. Another insult, another 
missed opportunity.

As a comic fan and an X-Men 
fan, I still enjoyed and absorbed other 
parts of this fi lm. But it’s lazy, it’s 
sloppy, and it could have been done 
better in different hands. Non-comic 
readers or those simply seeking an 
escapist action fl ick won’t appreciate 
this one much. This is a movie about 
returning to the past, and indeed, in 
the end, all it really does is tread the 
same old ground.
People’s World 

X-Men: Days of Future Past

Services hit by Budget cuts
Mez Fisher

Federal Budget cuts continue to 
bite hard on NSW Indigenous 
services, with the imminent clo-
sure of a South Coast healthy life-
style program the latest in a string 
of reports of services struggling to 
survive.

Nowra-based Waminda South 
Coast Women’s Health and Welfare 

Aboriginal Corporation chief execu-
tive Faye Worner says the loss of its 
Dead or Deadly Health and Wellbe-
ing Program will leave a “massive 
hole” in the community. 

She said Dead or Deadly was 
one of Waminda’s most success-
ful programs and its closure would 
affect many Aboriginal families.

“It will devastate the women 
who are still on their journey 

towards a healthier lifestyle,” she 
said. “It would be a tragedy to 
lose such a great program that has 
helped and is continuing to help 
people better their quality of life 
and decrease the rates of chronic 
disease in the local area.”

Ms Worner said the program 
had been running for four years and 
had helped many Aboriginal women 
lose weight and adopt healthier life-
styles. Most of the staff running the 
program were Aboriginal women, 
and up to 12 staff members faced 
losing their jobs if funding wasn’t 
found.

Aboriginal health worker 
Hayley Longbottom, from the 
Jerrinja community, is one team 
member who may soon be out of 
work. Success stories from the 
program include its “million dollar 

baby” Lisa Bloxsome, who has 
gone on to be part of the Indig-
enous Marathon Program and trains 
with champion runner Robert de 
Castella.

Ms Bloxsome, who is preparing 
to compete in the Melbourne Mara-
thon in October, also found work 
with the Dead or Deadly program 
and now helps other Indigenous 
women discover the benefi ts of 
healthier living.

Aboriginal health worker Angie 
Lonesborough lost 30 kilograms 
through Dead or Deadly. She now 
coordinates the program with Miss 
Longbottom, and has a scholarship 
to become a personal trainer.

But it’s not just the health 
aspects of the program that will be 
missed by the community. “We’re 
not only a health service,” Miss 

Longbottom said. “The women sit 
around and have yarn and support 
each other. Sometimes there might 
be a crisis happening and they can 
be supported by other women and 
the staff.”

Ms Worner said the program 
provided a soft entry into health and 
wellbeing, exercise and nutrition, 
but as the women joined its commu-
nity they often sought extra support, 
extending to areas such as domestic 
violence and child protection.

Waminda is now lobbying local, 
state and federal politicians to try 
to secure the $250,000-$300,000 
needed annually to run the service. 
If it is not found by September, Ms 
Worner said the program will no 
longer be able to run.
Koori Mail  

Film review by Blake Deppe
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Mike Whitney

“History shows that the United States has 
benefi ted politically and economically 
from wars in Europe. The huge outfl ow 
of capital from Europe following the First 
and Second World Wars, transformed the 
US into a superpower … Today, faced 
with economic decline, the US is trying 
to precipitate another European war to 
achieve the same objective.”

Sergey Glazyev, 
Russian politician and economist

“The discovery of the world’s largest 
known gas reserves in the Persian Gulf, 
shared by Qatar and Iran, and new assess-
ments which found 70 percent more 
gas in the Levantine in 2007, are key to 
understanding the dynamics of the con-
fl icts we see today. After a completion 
of the PARS pipeline, from Iran, through 
Iraq and Syria to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean coast, the European Union would 
receive more than an estimated 45 per-
cent of the gas it consumes over the next 
100–120 years from Russian and Iranian 
sources. Under non-confl ict circum-
stances, this would warrant an increased 
integration of the European, Russian 
and Iranian energy sectors and national 
economies.”

Christof Lehmann, 
Interview with Route Magazine

The United States failed operation in Syria 
has led to an intensifi cation of Washington’s 
proxy war in Ukraine. What the Obama admin-
istration hoped to achieve in Syria through its 
support of so called “moderate” Islamic mili-
tants was to topple the regime of Bashar al 
Assad, replace him with a US-backed puppet, 
and prevent the construction of the critical Iran-
Iraq-Syria pipeline. That plan hasn’t succeeded, 
nor will it in the near future, which means that 
the plan for the prospective pipeline will even-
tually go forward.

Why is that a problem?
It’s a problem because – according to Dr 

Lehmann – “Together with the Russian gas… 
the EU would be able to cover some 50 percent 
of its requirements for natural gas via Iranian 
and Russian sources.” As the primary suppliers 
of critical resources to Europe, Moscow and 
Tehran would grow stronger both economi-
cally and politically which would signifi cantly 
undermine the infl uence of the US and its allies 
in the region, particularly Qatar and Israel. This 
is why opponents of the pipeline developed a 
plan to sabotage the project by fomenting a 
civil war in Syria. Here’s Lehmann again:

“In 2007, Qatar sent US$10 billion to 
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Davotoglu 
to prepare Turkey’s and Syria’s Muslim 
Brotherhood for the subversion of Syria. 
As we recently learned from former 
French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, 
it was also about that time, that actors 
in the United Kingdom began planning 
the subversion of Syria with the help of 
‘rebels’ ”

Christof Lehmann, 
Interview with Route Magazine

Arming and training
In other words, the idea to arm, train and 

fund an army of jihadi militants, to oust al 
Assad and open up Syria to western interests, 
had its origins in an evolving energy picture 
that clearly tilted in the favour of US rivals in 
the region. (Note: We’re not sure why Lehmann 
leaves out Saudi Arabia, Kuwait or the other 
Gulf States that have also been implicated.)

Lehmann’s thesis is supported by other 
analysts including the UK Guardian’s Nafeez 
Ahmed who explains what was going on behind 
the scenes of the fake civil uprising in Syria. 
Here’s a clip from an article by Ahmed entitled 
“Syria intervention plan fuelled by oil interests, 
not chemical weapon concern”:

“In May 2007, a presidential fi nding 
revealed that Bush had authorised CIA 
operations against Iran. Anti-Syria opera-
tions were also in full swing around this 

time as part of this covert program, 
according to Seymour Hersh in the New 
Yorker. A range of US government and 
intelligence sources told him that the 
Bush administration had ‘cooperated with 
Saudi Arabia’s government, which is 
Sunni, in clandestine operations’ intended 
to weaken the Shi’ite Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. ‘The US has also taken part in 
clandestine operations aimed at Iran and 
its ally Syria,’ wrote Hersh, a by-product 
of which is ‘the bolstering of Sunni 
extremist groups’ hostile to the United 
States and ‘sympathetic to Al-Qaeda.’ He 
noted that ‘the Saudi government, with 
Washington’s approval, would provide 
funds and logistical aid to weaken the 
government of President Bashir Assad, of 
Syria …’ ”
According to former French foreign min-

ister Dumas, Britain had planned covert action 
in Syria as early as 2009: “I was in England 
two years before the violence in Syria on other 
business”, he told French television:

“I met with top British offi cials, who 
confessed to me that they were preparing 
something in Syria. This was in Britain 
not in America. Britain was preparing 
gunmen to invade Syria.”
“ … Leaked emails from the private 
intelligence fi rm Stratfor including notes 
from a meeting with Pentagon offi cials 
confi rmed US-UK training of Syrian 
opposition forces since 2011 aimed at 
eliciting ‘collapse’ of Assad’s regime 
‘from within’.”

So what was this unfolding strategy to 
undermine Syria and Iran all about? Accord-
ing to retired NATO Secretary General Wesley 
Clark, a memo from the Offi ce of the US Sec-
retary of Defence just a few weeks after 9/11 
revealed plans to “attack and destroy the gov-
ernments in seven countries in fi ve years”, 
starting with Iraq and moving on to “Syria, 
Lebanon, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Iran.” In 
a subsequent interview, Clark argues that this 
strategy is fundamentally about control of the 
region’s vast oil and gas resources.” (“Syria 
intervention plan fuelled by oil interests, not 
chemical weapon concern“, UK Guardian)

Apparently, Assad was approached by 
Qatar on the pipeline issue in 2009, but he 
refused to cooperate in order “to protect the 
interests of [his] Russian ally.” Had Assad 
fallen in line and agreed to Qatar’s offer, then 
the effort to remove him from offi ce probably 
would have been called off. In any event, it 
was the developments in Syria that triggered 
the frenzied reaction in Ukraine. According to 
Lehmann:

“The war in Ukraine became predictable 
(unavoidable?) when the great Muslim Brother-
hood Project in Syria failed during the summer 
of 2012. …In June and July 2012 some 20,000 
NATO mercenaries who had been recruited 
and trained in Libya and then staged in the Jor-
danian border town Al-Mafraq, launched two 
massive campaigns aimed at seizing the Syrian 
city of Aleppo. Both campaigns failed and the 
‘Libyan Brigade’ was literally wiped out by the 
Syrian Arab Army.

“It was after this decisive defeat that Saudi 
Arabia began a massive campaign for the 
recruitment of jihadi fi ghters via the network 
of the Muslim Brotherhoods evil twin sister 
Al-Qaeda.

“The International Crisis Group respond-
ed by publishing its report ‘Tentative Jihad’. 
Washington had to make an attempt to distance 
itself ‘politically’ from the ‘extremists’. Plan B, 
the chemical weapons plan was hedged but it 
became obvious that the war on Syria was not 
winnable anymore.” (“The Atlantic Axis and 
the Making of a War in Ukraine“, New Eastern 
Outlook)

Eroding Washington’s power
There were other factors that pushed the 

US towards a confl agration with Moscow in 
Ukraine, but the driving force was the fact that 
US rivals (Russia and Iran) stood to be the 
dominant players in an energy war that would 
increasingly erode Washington’s power. Fur-
ther economic integration between Europe and 
Russia poses a direct threat to US plans to pivot 
to Asia, deploy NATO to Russia’s borders, and 

to continue to denominate global energy sup-
plies in US dollars.

Lehmann notes that he had a conversation 
with “a top-NATO admiral from a northern 
European country” who clarifi ed the situation 
in a terse, two-sentence summary of US foreign 
policy. He said:

“American colleagues at the Pentagon 
told me, unequivocally, that the US and UK 
never would allow European–Soviet relations 
to develop to such a degree that they would 
challenge the US/UK’s political, economic or 
military primacy and hegemony on the Euro-
pean continent. Such a development will be 
prevented by all necessary means, if necessary 
by provoking a war in central Europe”.

This is the crux of the issue. The United 
States is not going to allow any state or com-
bination of states to challenge its dominance. 
Washington doesn’t want rivals. It wants to be 
the undisputed, global superpower, which is the 
point that Paul Wolfowitz articulated in an early 
draft of the US National Defence Strategy:

“Our fi rst objective is to prevent the re-
emergence of a new rival, either on the terri-
tory of the former Soviet Union, or elsewhere, 
that poses a threat on the order of that posed 
formerly by the Soviet Union. This is a domi-
nant consideration underlying the new regional 
defence strategy and requires that we endeav-
our to prevent any hostile power from domi-
nating a region whose resources would, under 
consolidated control, be suffi cient to generate 
global power.”

So the Obama administration is going to do 
whatever it thinks is necessary to stop further 
EU-Russia economic integration and to pre-
serve the petrodollar system. That system origi-
nated in 1974 when President Richard Nixon 
persuaded OPEC members to denominate their 
oil exclusively in dollars, and to recycle their 
surplus oil proceeds into US Treasuries. The 
arrangement turned out to be a huge windfall 
for the US, which rakes in more than US$1 
billion per day via the process. This, in turn, 
allows the US to over-consume and run hefty 
defi cits.

Other nations must stockpile dollars to 
purchase the energy that runs their machin-
ery, heats their homes and fuels their vehicles. 
Meanwhile, the US can breezily exchange 
paper currency, which it can print at no expense 
to itself, for valuable imported goods that cost 
dearly in terms of labour and materials. These 
dollars then go into purchasing oil or natural 
gas, the profi ts of which are then recycled back 
into US Treasuries or other dollar-denominated 
assets such as US stocks, bonds, real estate, 
or ETFs (Exchange Traded Funds). This is the 
virtuous circle that keeps the US in the top spot.

Dollar dominance
As one critic put it: “World trade is now a 

game in which the US produces dollars and the 
rest of the world produces things that dollars 
can buy.”

The petrodollar system helps to main-
tain the dollar’s monopoly pricing which, in 
turn, sustains the dollar as the world’s reserve 

currency. It creates excessive demand for 
dollars which allows the Fed to expand the 
nation’s credit by dramatically reducing the 
cost of fi nancing. If oil and natural gas were no 
longer denominated in US dollars, the value of 
the dollar would fall sharply, the bond market 
would collapse, and the US economy would 
slip into a long-term slump.

This is one of the reasons why the US 
invaded Iraq shortly after Saddam had switched 
over to the euro; because it considers any chal-
lenge to the petrodollar looting scam as a direct 
threat to US national security.

Moscow is aware of Washington’s Achil-
les heel and is making every effort to exploit 
that weakness by reducing its use of the dollar 
in its trade agreements. So far, Moscow has 
persuaded China and Iran to drop the dollar in 
their bilateral dealings, and they have found 
that other trading partners are eager to do the 
same. Recently, Russian economic ministers 
conducted a “de-dollarisation” meeting in 
which a “currency switch executive order” 
was issued stating that “the government has 
the legal power to force Russian companies to 
trade a percentage of certain goods in rubles.”

Last week, according to RT:
The Russian and Chinese central banks 
have agreed a draft currency swap agree-
ment, which will allow them to increase 
trade in domestic currencies and cut the 
dependence on the US dollar in bilateral 
payments. “The draft document between 
the Central Bank of Russia and the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China on national currency 
swaps has been agreed by the parties…..
The agreement will stimulate further 
development of direct trade in yuan and 
rubles on the domestic foreign exchange 
markets of Russia and China,” the Rus-
sian regulator said.
Currently, over 75 percent of payments in 
Russia-China trade settlements are made 
in US dollars, according to Rossiyskaya 
Gazeta newspaper.” (“De-Dollarisation 
Accelerates – China/Russia Complete 
Currency Swap Agreement”, Zero Hedge)

Petrodollar recycling
The attack on the petrodollar recycling 

system is one of many asymmetrical strategies 
Moscow is presently employing to discourage 
US aggression, to defend its sovereignty, and 
to promote a multi-polar world order where 
the rule of law prevails. The Kremlin is also 
pushing for institutional changes that will help 
to level the playing fi eld instead of creating an 
unfair advantage for the richer countries like 
the US. Naturally, replacing the IMF, whose 
exploitative loans and punitive policies topped 
the list for most of the emerging market nations, 
particularly the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) who, in July, agreed 
to create a $100 billion Development Bank that 
will “counter the infl uence of Western-based 
lending institutions and the dollar. The new 
bank will provide money for infrastructure and 
development projects in BRICS countries, and 

My money’s on Putin

Iranian gas fi eld project in the Persian Gulf.
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unlike the IMF or World Bank, each nation has 
equal say, regardless of GDP size.”

According to RT:
“The big launch of the BRICS bank is 
seen as a fi rst step to break the domi-
nance of the US dollar in global trade, as 
well as dollar-backed institutions such as 
the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, both US-based institutions 
BRICS countries have little infl uence 
within …
“This mechanism ‘creates the foundation 
for an effective protection of our national 
economies from a crisis in fi nancial mar-
kets’, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said.”

“BRICS establish $100bn bank and 
currency pool to cut out Western 

dominance”, RT)

It’s clear that Washington’s aggression in 
Ukraine has focused Moscow’s attention on 
retaliation. But rather than confront the US 
militarily, as Obama and Co would prefer, 
Putin is taking aim at the vulnerabilities within 
the system. A BRICS Development Bank chal-
lenges the IMF’s dominant role as lender of last 
resort, a role that has enhanced the power of 
the wealthy countries and their industries. The 
new bank creates the basis for real institutional 
change, albeit still within the pervasive capital-
ist framework.

Russian politician and economist, Sergei 
Glazyev, summarised Moscow’s approach to 
the US-Russia confl agration in an essay titled 
“US is militarising Ukraine to invade Russia.” 
Here’s an excerpt:

“To stop the war, you need to terminate its 
driving forces. At this stage, the war unfolds 
mainly in the planes of economic, public rela-
tions and politics. All the power of US econom-
ic superiority is based on the fi nancial pyramid 
of debt, and this has gone long beyond sustain-
ability. Its major lenders are collapsing enough 
to deprive the US market of accumulated US 
dollars and Treasury bonds.

“Of course, the collapse of the US fi nancial 
system will cause serious losses to all holders 
of US currency and securities. But fi rst, these 
losses for Russia, Europe and China will be less 
than the losses caused by American geopoli-
tics unleashing another world war. Secondly, 
the sooner the exit from the fi nancial obliga-
tions of this American pyramid, the less will 
be the losses. Third, the collapse of the dollar 
Ponzi scheme gives an opportunity, fi nally, to 
reform the global fi nancial system on the basis 
of equity and mutual benefi t.”

Washington thinks “modern warfare” 
involves covert support for proxy armies 
comprised of neo Nazis and Islamic extrem-
ists. Moscow thinks modern warfare means 
undermining the enemy’s ability to wage war 
through sustained attacks on its currency, its 
institutions, its bond market, and its ability to 
convince its allies that it is a responsible stew-
ard of the global economic system.

I’ll put my money on Russia.
Counterpunch 

Magazine

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: When politicians vacation and 
little action is expected, the words German 
journalists use for such summer doldrums 
are “Saure Gurken Zeit” or “sour pickle 
time.” It may be derived from the time 
before the harvest when pickles were all 
that was left to eat. Others think it may be 
a combination involving the Yiddish word 
for troubles, “tsores”.

Whatever the origin, it seemed to apply 
soon after a world soccer victory evoking excit-
ed adjectives from historical to hysterical, with 
Berlin marking its euphoria with countless pri-
vate rockets bursting in air. And the fl ags were 
still there too, countless black-red-gold German 
colours. (The Stars and Stripes were increas-
ingly unpopular here after scandals about the 
NSA-tapped phone of Angela Merkel – and 
most likely everyone else as well.) Anyway, 
after the games things slowed down.

Joachim Gauck
Not sour pickles but sour words had to be 

swallowed by Joachim Gauck, who is usu-
ally expected to stay above the political fray 
as non-partisan President of all Germans. He 
has usually a benevolent smile, attaining almost 
Cheshire cat dimensions, it is his outstanding 
feature. He occasionally tempers this with bitter 
tears when recollecting those awful days before 
1989 when he battled Communist repression. 
(But unfriendly witnesses recall that his battling 
was quite invisible until just before fi nal victory 
was assured).

One clerical colleague from those days, 
Reverend Friedrich Schorlemmer from Wit-
tenberg, says Gauck was never part of the 
GDR church’s peace movement. “For him the 
Weapons of Freedom, the weapons of the West 
in other words, have always been the good 
weapons.” Schorlemmer added, “For myself, 
it’s alright to shoot for a goal in soccer but not 
to shoot at people.”

Now this issue landed on his plate again, 
and the sour herbs irritating his taste buds came 
not from Left Party foes but again from the very 
group he once belonged to – East German pas-
tors! What got them angry? More and more 
sharply, President Gauck has been stressing 
how Germany must get more involved in the 
world – militarily! Always and only for good 
causes, of course!

At the Munich Security Conference, Gauck 
urged that Germany “must be ready to do more 
to attain that security which others had guar-
anteed it for decades”. And, as he assured his 
prominent audience, “... when at some point 
the extreme case occurs – the need for the Bun-
deswehr (armed forces, VG) – then Germany 
can neither respond on principle with ‘no’ nor 
on refl ex with ‘yes’.” In a radio interview he 
made it even clearer: “In the struggle for human 
rights or the survival of innocent people it is 
sometimes necessary to take up weapons.” In 
other words, any reticence based on historical 
German military use had for him become passé.

East German ministers 
disagree

Sixty-seven East German ministers disa-
greed. In 1989, when Germany was unifi ed, 
Gauck had also signed a “Letter to the Chil-
dren” from Protestant pastors stating: “We are 
grateful that the fall of the Wall, the end of the 
GDR and the unity of Germany were achieved 
without violence and without a shot being fi red 
by the heavily armed forces of the countries 
involved. ... We must all do everything we can 
so that never again any person shoots and kills 
another person in a war.”

“This is still valid,” the pastors wrote him. 
“With your speech you have rejected the 1989 

consensus and, as president, you recommend a 
different policy than the one we demanded at 
that time.”

To his rejoinder that good causes justify 
military involvement they replied: “The Bun-
deswehr deployment in Afghanistan proves all 
too clearly how little the use of military forces 
is conducive to ending confl icts ... We owe it to 
the many meaningless victims of that deploy-
ment not to increase our country’s military 
capacities but rather to make civilian peace 
service our popular German export.”

Gauck’s bugle blasts for German military 
intervention in all continents were not solo ser-
enades. Captivating trumpet notes were added 
by Minister of Defence Ursula von der Leyen, 
who wants to send more troops to various parts 
of Africa, while SPD Foreign Minister Stein-
meier stresses the need to keep German troops, 
tanks and planes in Afghanistan. Surprisingly 
only for those who have not followed the met-
amorphosis of the Green Party to its current 
bellicose nature, its top leaders are among the 
loudest bugle-blowers. Their main foe remains 
Putin’s Russia.

Leaders of the Lutheran Church are split on 
these issues, like those in many other groups. 
Yet while popular opposition to keeping 
German troops in Afghanistan, for example, 
peaked recently at 69 percent, this was refl ected 
in Bundestag votes (with courageous excep-
tions) only by the Left Party.

And what about Gaza?
And what about Gaza? There have been 

many demonstrations against the bombing and 
shelling, largely but not exclusively by people 
of Palestinian, other Arab or Turkish descent. 
Also a few favouring Israel. On these compli-
cated issues even more groups have been split.

There was a clear reluctance by many poli-
ticians to stress anything but the subject of anti-
Semitism in Germany, France and elsewhere. 
Indeed, this menace always exists – like anti-
Black racism and Muslimophobia, both more 
widespread today, but in Germany without the 
same awful echoes from the past. And there 
are indeed always some fascists, here and else-
where, who try to misuse anti-Israel feelings, 
especially when some Jewish and non-Jewish 
leaders equate Israeli actions with Jewishness, 

calling any opposition to Netanyahu and Avig-
dor Lieberman “anti-Semitic”.

Very unfortunately, this evokes the simi-
larly false conclusion blaming all of Juda-
ism for Netanyahu’s bloody policies. Sadly, 
too many fail to regard all human life every-
where as equally sacred – including all chil-
dren, whatever their ethnicity or religion. Dr 
Dieter Graumann, head of the Central Jewish 
Council of Germany, said: “The West should 
sometimes try to place itself in the situation 
of Israeli parents. They must live daily with 
the uncertainty as to whether, when they say 
goodbye to their children going to school in the 
morning, they will ever see them again.” No 
pleasant thought, it is true, but while such fears 
almost completely fail to materialise, there is 
no uncertainty at all that over 400 children of 
Gaza will never see any schoolroom again – nor 
their parents. The almost total failure to think of 
their death – and so many others – shocks me 
with its one-sidedness.

True, a group of emotional Palestinians in 
Berlin shouted some anti-Semitic slogans on 
one occasion, and a few excited young Arab 
men ignited some material at a synagogue door 
in Wuppertal. Yet while so many mosques in 
Gaza were destroyed, and although hundreds 
of children, women and elderly people were 
killed there, I found it surprising and gratifying 
that, although anti-Israel demonstrations were 
undeniably emotional, they were with almost 
no exceptions free of anti-Jewish slogans or 
caricatures. All the same, it seemed that for too 
many this question outweighed any horror at 
the scenes of death, destruction and so many, 
many weeping parents.

I must beg forgiveness that I have turned 
not sour but certainly bitter. I will try to avoid 
this in future and hope I have offended no one. 
But I cannot remain silent on events recalling 
the bombing of Madrid, Barcelona, Guernica, 
and many others. The pictures have been all 
too similar!
Ed: one of the most notorious crimes of 
the Spanish civil war, the 1937 bombing 
of the defenceless civilian population of 
Guernica by planes of Franco’s German 
and Italian allies, the subject of Picasso’s 
famous painting.
People’s World 

German sour pickles: 
Gauck, militarism 
and Gaza

Joachim Gauck.
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FERGUSON, Montana: As night 
time fell Tuesday on this St Louis 
suburb of 21,000 residents, squad 
cars began to block the streets 
leading to the neighbourhood 
where an unarmed black teenager 
was shot to death by a white police 
offi cer on August 9. Anyone want-
ing to participate in the nightly 
protests had to park their car in 
a nearby Save-A-Lot parking lot 
and walk the mile or so down W 
Florissant Avenue to Canfield 
Drive, the residential street where 
18-year-old soon-to-be college 
freshman Michael Brown was 
killed by Ferguson police offi cer 
Darren Wilson.

Passing stores and restaurants, 
boarded up windows were jux-
taposed with their spray-painted 
“Open” signs. Police and National 
Guard troops stood with rifl es, hel-
mets and shields in the shadows as at 
least 1,000 people – predominantly 
black, but not exclusively – began 
to gather for the peaceful yet grim 
ritual: “Hands up, don’t shoot” and 
“I am Mike Brown” marches.

Yet among the many young 
people, the mood was anything but 
grim. The best word that came to 
mind was resilient. Amidst the anger 
and grieving, the people of Ferguson 
and their supporters, through their 
demonstrations and organising, are 
creating a new movement for racial 
justice and democracy.

Among the unsung heroes and 
sheroes of this new movement are 
young fast food workers involved in 
the fi ght for $15 an hour and rights on 
the job, including the right to join a 
union. Standing outside the W Floris-
sant McDonald’s, Rasheen Aldridge, 
Shermale Humphrey, Jeanina Jenkins 
and Josh Kersting prepared them-
selves for the long night ahead. They 
wore protective masks around their 
necks for easy access in case the 
police unleashed tear gas like they 
had in previous nights. Humphrey 
had a bullhorn and spray bottle full 
of antacid to wash out the painful gas 
from skin, eyes, noses and mouths. 
Each person had attended multiple 
demonstrations, and strategising 

meetings protected protesters and 
property from police violence or 
acts of looting and led marches up 
and down the street.

Despite the aggressive police tac-
tics that have resulted in hundreds of 
arrests, along with the tear gas and 
rubber bullet wounds, Humphrey is 
optimistic.

“People still fi nd a way to get 
out here and protest. I feel that jus-
tice will be served,” she said. “They 
see that that’s what the people want, 
what the people demand and what the 
people deserve. People do have hope, 
people do have courage ... [they] are 
resilient people.”

Later that night, when the police 
were corralling protesters and media 
into smaller spaces down the street, 
brandishing high powered rifles, 
spraying pepper spray and making 
arrests along the way, Humphrey 
displayed her courage as she tried to 
get protesters to safely stand togeth-
er. As police charged the crowd, 
pinning one woman against a fence, 
people started to run, while Hum-
phrey on the bullhorn shouted to 
the police, “Let us go home. We’re 
trying to go home.” And then to the 
protesters, “Stop running and stand 
your ground! Let’s get in a circle. 
United we stand, divided we fall.” 
But by then, police had frightened 
enough people and they ran across 
the street.

The police declared that night a 
“turning point” because no tear gas 
or rubber bullets were employed and 
only 47 people were arrested. This 
reporter witnessed a single water 
bottle thrown towards police during 
the hour and a half stand off and at 
least two arrests of young men who 
were not doing anything violent. One 
young man complied with police 
orders to walk down the street, but 
he fi lmed the scene ahead of him with 
his phone. He was grabbed by the 
arms and placed under arrest. When 
asked why he would be arrested 
for that, another police offi cer said, 
“Filming is not walking.” From my 
vantage point, it seemed arrests were 
often arbitrary.

Earlier that evening, Brooke 
Miller of St Charles, Montana, and 
her husband Elliot, who grew up in 

the area, confi rmed that viewpoint 
from their own experiences at the 
demonstrations.

“It’s been peaceful protesting,” 
Brooke Miller said. “The media puts 
out [the message] otherwise ... that 
the protesters are the ones being vio-
lent.” She said the police “initiated” 
the violence the night before by pre-
paring to attack the crowd because 
they were “loud” or “obnoxious,” not 
because of threats or violence.

While decrying any violence 
from protesters, Brooke echoed the 
sentiment heard from many others, 
“Yes, stuff was thrown at the cops, 
but that wasn’t until the fact the cops 

initiated it, which people don’t see 
that on the media. They fl ip fl op it. 
They make it seem the protesters are 
the ones doing this, the ones doing 
that. But that’s not the case.”

The Millers are no strangers to 
police harassment. Brooke, a nurse, 
and Elliot, a teacher – both of whom 
are in school getting their masters 
degrees – have been pulled over by 
police and harassed for no apparent 
reason, except race. Police once told 
Elliot that he and his friends could 
not hang out in front of his father’s 
home.

“I’ve had personal experience,” 
Elliot Miller said. “I grew up in Belle-
fontaine, right down the street. They 
told me I wasn’t allowed to stand in 
front of the house with a group of my 
friends. It’s my house, my property, 
you can’t tell me what I can and can’t 
do in front of my house.”

Those kinds of negative, con-
trolling interactions between Afri-
can Americans and police helps to 
fuel the widespread distrust and 
anger that eventually explodes into 
public view when a killing by police 
occurs.

“It’s not just here in Ferguson, 
it’s everywhere. I can’t tell you 
the number of times I’ve been pro-
fi led,” Brooke Miller said. The Mill-
ers brought their four-year-old son 
and seven-year-old daughter to the 
evening protest. They want their kids 
to be part of this historic uprising 
against police crimes.

Yet, both young parents went out 
of their way to say they don’t want 
to paint every police offi cer with the 
same racial profi ling brush. There are 
many who do help, they said, but it 
is scary and unfortunate that some 
African American children are actu-
ally frightened of the police - the very 
people who are supposed to “serve 
and protect” you.

For Brooke, the demonstrations 

are also about First Amendment 
rights for African Americans. The 
freedom of assembly and freedom of 
speech space should not be infringed 
upon by a show of force by the gov-
ernment through its police force, she 
said.

“It’s a right. We have a right to 
stand wherever we want and march 
wherever we want,” she said. When 
cops are heavily armed, they not only 
“instigate” violence, they infringe 
on our rights. “It’s absolutely ridicu-
lous,” Brooke said.

When asked what it will take to 
change the situation, Elliot immedi-
ately said, “We gotta get out and vote. 
Young people we got to exercise our 
right to vote. Because a lot of these 
people that get in offi ce, they don’t 
care. If we – not even just young 
black people, but we as people – get 
out and exercise our right to vote then 
those people that don’t deserve to be 
in offi ce don’t get there.”

Sporting a t-shirt with the Greek 
letters of his fraternity – Phi Beta 
Sigma – on it, Elliot was proud of the 
role of black fraternities and sorori-
ties in registering people to vote. Just 
that day, NPR’s show Code Switch 
just reported that members of Alpha 
Phi Alpha took to the apartment com-
plexes which lined the street where 
Brown was shot and left for hours, 
registering people to vote.

Brooke raised the importance 
of the petition, calling on the White 
House to make “cops wear cam-
eras all the time. That can make a 
difference.”

They were hopeful that the pro-
tests and the national attention they 
have garnered would spark positive 
outcomes on the issues of race and 
police crimes.

“I think it will change,” Elliot 
said. “I think it already has,” Brooke 
added.
People’s World 

At least 1,000 people began to gather 
for the peaceful yet grim ritual: 

“Hands up, don’t shoot” 
and “I am Mike Brown” marches.

New generation fi nds its 
voice and power

Aggressive police tactics resulted in hundreds of arrests.
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Without question, the beheading 
of US journalist James Foley was 
an inexcusable and savage act 
of violence by the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (now Islamic 
State). The killing of non-combat-
ants should always be condemned. 
But there is a clear discrepancy in 
the response of both the Western 
media and the general public with 
regard to the killing of Western 
civilians compared to Islamic 
civilians. The number of Western 
civilians killed by Islamic mili-
tants pales in comparison to the 
number of non-combatants that 
have died at the hands of the US 
and its military allies in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Somalia and Yemen. 
And yet, the outrage at the killing 
of these innocent Muslims, many 
of who are women and children, is 
virtually non-existent in the West.

According to several studies, 
more than 1,000 Afghan civilians 
were killed by the US military in 
the first six months of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. The number of 
non-combatants killed by coalition 
forces surpassed 3,000 by the end of 
the third year of the occupation. The 
killing of civilians by the US mili-
tary continued thereafter with drone 
strikes accounting for most of the 
deaths in recent years. According to 
the UK-based Bureau of Investiga-
tive Journalism, some 2,400 people 
were killed by US drone strikes in 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia and 
Yemen during the fi rst fi ve years of 
Barack Obama’s presidency. The 
study claims that as many as 951 
of these deaths were civilians and 
that almost 200 of the victims were 
children.

These numbers are corroborated 
by another study conducted by the 
Columbia Law School which reports 
that approximately 600 people were 
killed by US drone strikes in Paki-
stan in 2011. According to the report, 
as many as 155 of those killed were 
civilians. Together, these two reports 
suggest that 30 to 40 percent of 
people killed by US military opera-
tions in Afghanistan and Pakistan 
are civilians. This percentage corre-
sponds with that reported in a study 
headed by public health expert Amy 
Hagopian of the University of Wash-
ington. Hagopian’s comprehensive 
study of civilian deaths during the 
US invasion and occupation of Iraq 
(2003-2011) reveals that Baghdad 
was at the epicentre of the violence 
for much of that period and that 35 

percent of those killed in that city by 
US coalition forces were civilians.

Some may argue that civilian 
deaths are inevitable in a war and 
that militants, not civilians, are the 
intended target of US operations. 
In accordance with such arguments 
we use terms such as “collateral 
damage” to eradicate the human 
factor and to justify the deaths of 
these innocents. But the rate of so-
called collateral damage is extremely 
high if, as these studies suggest, 30 
to 40 percent of those killed in US 
military operations over the past 13 
years have been civilians. This means 
that when the US military plans an 
operation it can assume that approxi-
mately one out of every three people 
it kills will be a civilian. It is diffi cult 
to dismiss such a high rate of civilian 
deaths over such an extended period 
of time as merely accidental; clearly, 
military commanders are authorizsng 
operations with the full knowledge 
that a signifi cant number of civilians 
will be killed by US forces.

President Obama addressed the 
issue of civilian casualties earlier this 
year when he stated that “we can take 
targeted strikes, understanding that 
anytime you take a military strike 
there are risks involved. What I’ve 
tried to do is to tighten the process 
so much and limit the risks of civil-
ian casualties so much that we have 
the least fallout from those actions.” 
There are two troubling aspects to 
Obama’s statement. Firstly, the “risks 
involved” are not borne by Ameri-
cans, they are almost 100 percent 
assumed unwillingly by civilians on 
the ground when operations involve 
drone strikes or aerial bombing, 
which have constituted the majority 
of US operations in recent years. And 
secondly, Obama’s use of the word 
“fallout” suggests that his primary 
motivation for reducing the number 
of innocents killed is the avoidance 
of bad press that might result from 
military actions rather than saving 
human lives.

But the conscious killing of 
civilians by the US military cannot 
always be easily dismissed with 
such Orwellian doublespeak as “col-
lateral damage,” there have been 
many cases in Iraq and Afghanistan 
where there was no question regard-
ing the intention of US troops to 
murder civilians.

There is a term that US presi-
dents love to use in their efforts to 
assume the moral high ground in 
international affairs. Both George W 
Bush and Barack Obama have used 
it repeatedly in reference to Iraq 

and Afghanistan. That term is “the 
civilised world.” It is used to por-
tray us Westerners as sophisticated 
and “civilised” and Islamic militants 
as barbaric “savages.” As with the 
term collateral damage, it is used to 
appease our conscience with regard 
to the brutal acts of violence that we 
repeatedly infl ict on innocent people. 
After all, if we represent the civilised 
world then we must stand for all that 
is good. And if we stand for all that is 
good, then any innocent women and 
children that die from our actions 
must merely be unfortunate victims 
of a tragic occurrence. While we 
may be comforted by such rhetoric 
and self-agrandisation, I doubt our 
self-serving attitude provides much 
solace to a Pakistani mother who 
has watched her child get blown to 
pieces by a missile fi red from one of 
our drones.

Every form of colonialism 
throughout history has given birth to 
a violent resistance movement. And 
it should not be surprising that the 
current imperialist model in the form 
of capitalist globalisation has also 
spurred a violent response. There 
were no extremist groups in Iraq 
before the US invasion. It was the US 
invasion and occupation that opened 
the door to Al-Qaeda’s entry into Iraq 
as part of the broader insurgency that 
rose up to liberate the country from 
its foreign occupiers. And it was this 
insurgency that gave birth to Islamic 
State. Therefore, it could be argued 
that our widespread killing of civil-
ians in Iraq helped to create a fertile 
recruiting environment for extremist 
groups such as Al-Qaeda and contrib-
uted to the emergence of IS.

There is no question that the 
beheading of James Foley was a bar-
baric and savage act. Is it any more 
tragic than the deaths of the many 
other Iraqi and Afghan civilians who 
have been summarily executed by 
US troops? Is it any more heartbreak-
ing than the killing of thousands of 
civilians in aerial bombardments 
ordered by US military command-
ers fully aware that the targeting of 
residential areas would result in the 
deaths of many innocents?

The lack of graphic video foot-
age of the killing of innocent people 
by our bombs and missiles does not 
make these deaths any less brutal or 
horrifi c. So while we must condemn 
the tragic and gruesome killing of 
James Foley, we also need to take a 
good look in the mirror and refl ect on 
our own complicity in the slaughter 
of innocent civilians.
Information Clearing House 

International

On August 19, Laos’ Deputy Prime Minister Asang Laoly, urged 
the government to double the effort to fi ght against farming canna-
bis and opium at a national meeting in Luang Prabang. According 
to information gathered by intelligence, helicopters and satellites, 
1,147 hectares of illegal opium farms were spotted within the 
country, mostly in the mountainous and remote areas of central 
and northern provinces. Laoly asked the government to encour-
age legal farming activities such as growing vegetables and 
speeding up infrastructure construction for creating more jobs.

On August 20, Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc, told localities and ministries to carry out policies, helping 
domestic immigrants in healthcare, education and land alloca-
tion, whilst he also asked the Central Highlands region to control 
its unplanned migration infl ux. He directed the local governments 
in the provinces of Dak Lak, Gia Lai and Dak Nong to immediately 
allocate land for 10, 000 households which had no land to farm. 
These provinces were also told to prioritise the implementation of 
the residential-stabilisation project, as Deputy Prime Minister Phuc 
asked the provinces to review their land allocation and forbid the 
exchange of land-use right, preventing the poor and ethnic minori-
ties from losing their lands which were given them by the state.

On August 20, according to China’s National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC), China gave the heaviest price-
monopoly penalty in its anti-monopoly history (US$201 million) 
to 12 Japanese car-part suppliers, including Mitsubishi Electrical, 
Furukawa, Hitachi and many more. Eight among the 12 com-
panies were charged with price monopoly due to the fact that 
from 2000 to 2010, they regularly held meetings in Japan to 
negotiate their product prices in China, and the rest of the four 
companies did similar things from 2000 to 2011. The compa-
nies violated China’s Anti-Monopoly Law which was enforced 
in 2008. Unlike the US and Japan, China’s Anti-Monopoly Law 
stipulated administrative penalties and compensation rath-
er than criminal responsibility for the staff of the company.

On August 20, according to data from China’s Ministry of Finance, 
the Chinese government spent US$156.77 billion on social secu-
rity and employment in the fi rst half of the year, increasing 12.6 
percent year on year. Most social security spending (US$357.02 
billion) went into social insurance fund subsidies which increased 
17.4 percent from in 2013. Social security became the Chinese 
government’s second-largest expenditure after education.

On August 21, 191 out of 194 members of Thailand’s National 
Legislative Assembly (NLA), the post-coup interim legisla-
ture, voted junta chief Prayuth Chan-ocha as the interim Prime 
Minister (two election candidates abstained) three months 
after he conspired a military coup on May 22 this year. The new 
35-member cabinet will be in offi ce in September. Thailand’s 
capitalist government has a long tradition of being over-
thrown by military coups, and it is not surprising this time that 
the coup junta leader becomes provisional Prime Minister.

Region Briefs

Are we not savages too?

Iraqis mourn over casualties of war.
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Forrest’s rip-off
Further on Anna Pha’s article on 
Andrew Forrest’s plan for Indig-
enous Australians (Dispossession, 
disempowerment Guardian #1652 
20-08-2014). Negotiations for 
a land access agreement began 
in 2008 and were fraught with 
difficulties. The Yindjibarndi 
Aboriginal Corporation sought a 
fi ve percent royalty, then worth 

an estimated $150 million a year. 
Forrest’s company FMG insisted 
that any royalty be capped at a 
maximum of $2.8 million a year 
with an offer to spend an extra $2 
million on training future Indige-
nous workers. That is in return for 
an estimated $280 billion worth of 
iron ore at today’s prices!

The WA government gave the go 
ahead for the Solomon Hub without 
waiting for a land access agreement 
to be reached with the Yindjibarndi 
people. The Firetail mine opened in 
May 2013 and the Kings mine came 
into production at the end of 2013. 
Between them they have a 60 million 
tonnes per annum capacity – worth 
$6 billion per annum on current 
markets.

The Aboriginal owners of the 
land have not received a single 
cent. The original offer from FMG 
amounts to 0.08 percent. Meanwhile, 

the WA government is raking in 10 
percent royalties. The battle contin-
ues in the courts.

The offer of $2 million for train-
ing (i.e. payment in kind) is indica-
tive of Forrest’s approach social 
security recipients.

T Southern
Brisbane

Law changes fast-track 
Gloucester fracking
AGL applied to the NSW govern-
ment in October 2013 to frack 
four previously-drilled CSG wells 
near Gloucester (400 metres from 
the nearest home) under their 
exploration licence. It’s called 
Waukivory Pilot Project.

Coal seam gas fracking includes 
the use of harmful chemicals. The 
National Toxics Network has raised 

various concerns about the environ-
mental and health risks associated 
with the chemicals associated with 
hydraulic fracturing and has said that 
these chemicals are not adequately 
assessed or monitored.

For their application, AGL sub-
mitted a Review of Environmental 
Factors (REF). A REF is essentially 
a desktop environmental study, not a 
full impact assessment.

Under NSW regulations, a CSG 
project is a “State Signifi cant Devel-
opment” by default and requires 
development consent and an Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement unless it 
comprises fi ve or less wells that are 
more than three kilometres from any 
other wells.

AGL did not do a full EIS 
because there are only four wells in 
the development. However, the local 
group Groundswell Gloucester dem-
onstrated that there are at least two 

more wells within three kilometres.
Late last year, the community 

put this in writing to the NSW Offi ce 
of Coal Seam Gas (OCSG), request-
ing that full EIS is completed for 
the project, as required under the 
regulations.

OCSG said that they would 
respond to the letter, “before a deter-
mination is made on the project”.

The government has never 
responded. Instead, changes were 
made to the State Environmental 
Planning Policy for mining that wid-
ened the loophole and relieved AGL 
of the obligation to get planning 
approval and conduct full assessment 
of their exploration drilling. These 
changes were gazetted July 25.

Approval by the OCSG for the 
fracking was given on August 6, 
as was an Environment Protection 
Licence from the EPA.

Lock the Gate Alliance
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One of the confusing aspects of global 
warming is the undeniable fact that in some 
parts of the world temperatures are actu-
ally falling. In July and August, “cool air 
moved from high northern latitudes into 
much of the US, setting record-low day 
time and night time temperatures as far 
south as Florida and Georgia. Tempera-
tures dropped to winter-like levels in the 
mountains of Tennessee” – (Dahr Jamail, 
Truthout). In the North Atlantic, the Gulf 
Stream is losing its thrust, failing to carry 
warm water all the way to the coast of 
Europe and causing temperatures on the 
Continent to drop.

This data has been seized upon by climate 
deniers as evidence that global warming is a 
furphy. However, in reality, it is evidence of 
their own simplistic approach to the issue. 
Although the world is experiencing an over-
all rise in temperature, this has mixed effects 
that manifest themselves in different ways, 
causing temperatures to rise dramatically in 
some areas (the Arctic, for example) and to 
fall in others.

In the circumstances, calling it simply 
“global warming” probably doesn’t help. A 
better term is “human caused” (technically 
“anthropogenic”) climate disruption (ACD 
for short). A study published in the scien-
tifi c journal Nature recently found that ACD 
aggravated by air pollution would damage 
crop growth globally to such an extent that an 
estimated 50 percent more people would go 
hungry by 2050.

The article by Dahr Jamail in Truthout 

previously referred to also notes some other 
signifi cant effects caused or aggravated by 
ACD. “In the North Atlantic, the numbers of 
codfi sh spawning are at an all-time low, and 
regulators are pointing towards ACD as the 
reason.

“Salmon in Oregon are feeling the impacts, 
as diminishing river fl ows, higher water tem-
peratures and the effects of drought are com-
bining to take their toll on the Klamath Basin 
fi sheries. Not surprisingly, drought-plagued 
California is also seeing large numbers of 
juvenile salmon die off due to low river fl ows 
and hotter-than-normal temperatures.”

And in Washington State, in the USA’s 
north-west, “billions of baby oysters are 
dying”. Meanwhile, “rivers that now run dry 
or are reduced to a tiny trickle before reach-
ing the sea for at least part of the year now 
include the Colorado (a major river in the 
south-western United States), the Yellow (the 
largest river in northern China), the Nile (the 
lifeline of Egypt), the Indus (which supplies 
the majority of Pakistan’s irrigation waters), 
and the Ganges (which is situated in India’s 
most populated area – the Gangetic basin)”.

The Nile has fed civilisation in Egypt for 
thousands of years, but now its precious waters 
are being extracted by farmers far upstream 
long before they reach Egypt. Most rivers run 
into the sea, and the sea – as a wise man once 
said – is never full. Some, on the other hand, 
fl ow into artesian basins. However, the world’s 
artesian basins are being depleted much faster 
than they can be naturally refi lled, whether 
they are in Australia or Saudi Arabia.

Dahr Jamail again: “As of today, 18 
countries that contain half the population of 
humans on the planet are over pumping their 
aquifers. China, India and the United States, 
which are the three largest grain producers on 
the planet, are included in these. Saudi Arabia 
has become the fi rst country to predict that 
its aquifer depletion will shrink its harvest of 
grain, and will thus soon become completely 
dependent upon imports for all of its grain. 
Saudi Arabia has a population of 29 million.”

And “a recently published study by NASA 
and University of California, Irvine has 
revealed that groundwater in the Colorado 
River Basin is disappearing at a ‘shocking’ 
rate.”

But while fresh water is becoming scarcer, 
methane – the most potent greenhouse gas of 
them all – is being rapidly unlocked from the 
soils and permafrost of the Arctic where it has 
hitherto been safely locked away, literally in 
cold storage. Since 2000, temperatures in the 
Arctic have risen twice as fast as the rest of the 
world and as temperatures rise, huge methane-
fi lled craters are emerging in Siberia, plumes 
of methane are bubbling from the seabed of 
the Arctic Ocean.

Since the industrial revolution began, 
humanity has emitted into the atmosphere 
some 240 gigatons of carbon. But the stock of 
methane frozen under the Arctic Ocean alone 
– and now being rapidly unfrozen – according 
to a March 2010 report in Science cumulative-
ly contains the equivalent of 1,000 to 10,000 
gigatons of carbon.

ACD deniers, like our extremely 

reactionary Prime Minister, are not concerned 
by the threat posed to life on Earth by the 
release of frozen methane or any of the other 
ACD manifestations. Abbott and many of his 
ministers are not worried about the possible 
end of life on Earth because they believe they 
are the chosen of God, special people who will 
not be adversely affected by climate disruption 
since they are under divine protection.

Whether you call them religious believers 
or just fanatics, their very obvious contempt 
for the poor and downtrodden, and their will-
ingness to consign the majority of us to obliv-
ion doesn’t say much for their understanding 
of the teachings of the man they profess to 
follow, Jesus. They are in the same camp as 
those American religious fundamentalists who 
are convinced that when Jesus returns – an 
event they deem to be imminent – they and all 
the others who have been “saved” will simply 
be plucked up from their cars and their jobs 
and fl oat up to Heaven, leaving all the rest of 
us to face the cataclysm.

For those of us with a scientifi c view of 
the universe and of life on Earth, we know 
that that is merely a construct formulated by 
people trying to make sense of life and the 
world around them, and seeking to explain 
what they didn’t understand by resorting to 
magic and mysticism, which may have been 
comforting but only made it more mysteri-
ous. The laws of science are surely suffi ciently 
amazing that they do not need magical embel-
lishment. In the meantime, we need to seri-
ously tackle climate disruption free from the 
distractions of religious bigotry. 

The Nile has fed civilisation in Egypt for thousands of years.
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The great Russian realist 
writer Maxim Gorki was 

once asked how one should write 
for children. He answered, “The 
same way you write for adults – only 
better!” In other words, don’t patron-
ise them, don’t write down to them. 
It’s a pity the makers of the Austral-
ian children’s documentary Antarcti-
ca: Secrets From The Giant Freezer
(ABC3 Monday September 1 at 
5:20pm) didn’t follow his advice.

There is a great deal of interest-
ing, even unusual information in this 
account of a short visit to the frozen 
continent, but it is interspersed with 
interminable gimmicks, noises, 
graphics and stupid antics, all clearly 
designed “to give the program child 
appeal”. Because, you see, children 
couldn’t be expected to take an inter-
est in Antarctica without these aids.

Underestimating as this program 
does the capacity of children to watch 
and learn from a documentary is 
actually insulting to children.

Over on SBS is a new docu-
mentary The Power Of The 

Placebo (SBSONE Monday Sep-
tember 1 at 8.30pm). Placebos are 
remarkable. They can come in all 
shapes and sizes and they have been 
shown to help treat pain, depression 
and even alleviate some of the symp-
toms of Parkinson’s disease. But far 
from being a wonder drug, they con-
tain nothing at all.

So what is happening inside your 
body and your brain when you expe-
rience a placebo effect? A brain scan 

reveals that a placebo can encourage 
our bodies to release the naturally 
occurring pain-killers in our brains. 
Is it the expectation of a treatment 
that fools us into thinking we are get-
ting better? Thoughts and expecta-
tions trigger chemical reactions that 
change our bodies. Tests seem to 
show that the shape, size and even 
the colour of a placebo can all have 
an impact on its effectiveness.

This documentary introduces 
the scientists who are trying to fi nd 
out why. From the man who has per-
formed fake operations to alleviate 
back pain to the scientist studying 
the effect of fake oxygen on physi-
cal performance, placebos have been 
shown to cause real and measurable 
physiological changes.

The second episode of the 
BBC series Life and Death 

Row (ABC1 Mondays at 9.30pm) 
is entitled Judgement and follows an 
actual US murder trial from the fi rst 
call to the police through the arrest to 
the trial and the verdict. I must say, 
it does nothing for the credibility of 
the jury system.

In the former USSR, trials were 
conducted before legally trained 
judges assisted by lay assessors, 
unpaid members of the public doing 
a stint of civic duty. In the case on 
view here, a man is accused of bat-
tering to death his father, who clearly 
put up a fi ght, and seven members of 
his family with the detached barrel of 
a shotgun in the confi ned space of a 
mobile home.

The defence team have a foren-
sic expert who says categorically 
that one person could not and did not 
commit the killings, based on blood 
spatter patterns and the like, but the 
police are convinced from the start 
that the young man alone killed his 
family while high on ice and look no 
further.

Signifi cantly, when the verdict of 
guilty on all counts is read out from 
the jury, the journalists covering the 
trial exit the courthouse saying things 
like “I didn’t expect that!” Nor did 
the defence or the defendant’s broth-
er. It’s emotional stuff that leaves you 
wondering what really happened and 
with no confi dence that justice has 
been done.

The real-life people whose 
fortunes are followed in the 

drama-documentary The War That 
Changed Us (ABC1 Tuesdays at 
8.30pm) suffer various casualties in 
this week’s episode. Pompey Elli-
ott, now a brigadier on the Western 
Front, is ordered to send his men 
into the attack at Fromelles and half 
of them become casualties. Archie 
Barwick loses his brother Stan while 
Nurse Kit McNaughton fi nds herself 
in a fi eld hospital tending wounded 
German prisoners and slowly realis-
ing that they are no better or worse 
than the wounded Australian or Brit-
ish soldiers she has tended.

On the home front, the War’s 
insatiable need for more men to 
replace the dead and wounded has 
led Britain to ask for more Austral-
ians. Labor PM Billy Hughes tries to 
introduce conscription to overcome 
the decline in volunteers. He goes 
against his own Party and is expelled, 

whereupon he becomes the leader of 
a right wing party and wins the fol-
lowing election. He puts conscription 
up for a referendum, confi dent of vic-
tory during a war.

Right wing “God and Empire” 
shouter Eva Hughes supports con-
scription in the referendum, but the 
trade union movement does not, nor 
do Irish immigrants (it is the time of 
the 1916 Easter Uprising in Dublin 
and the judicial murder of Irish 
Socialist leader James Connolly). 
Militant unionist and “Wobblies” 
leader Tom Barker is jailed for again 
for opposing the War and his organi-
sation, the Industrial Workers of the 
World, is outlawed. Socialist Vida 
Goldstein loses her brother in a war 
she opposes.

One measure of the accu-
racy of the portrayals in the 

satirical Utopia (ABC1 Wednesdays 
at 8.30pm) is the almost overpower-
ing desire to throttle several of them! 

Rob Sitch’s character Tony certainly 
has a lot to put up with, not helped 
by self-serving and clearly crooked 
colleagues or others who are as thick 
as two short planks. What makes it 
work is that these odious characters 
are so believable. We’ve all met 
them, or people like them.

In this week’s episode, a trip to 
Canberra leads to Tony being forced 
to investigate the feasibility of build-
ing a very fast train, despite the fact 
that, as he points out, every other fea-
sibility study – and there have been 
plenty – has shown that the project is 
not feasible.

The documentary Meet The 
Monkeys (SBSONE Satur-

day September 6 at 8.30pm) looks 
at how illegal hunting has meant that 
the black macaque population on the 
Indonesian island of Sulawesi has 
crashed by almost 90 percent in the 
last 25 years, and at efforts among 
the locals to save the remainder. 
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Desmond Tutu

The past weeks have witnessed unprec-
edented action by members of civil society 
across the world against the injustice of 
Israel’s disproportionately brutal response 
to the fi ring of missiles from Palestine.

If you add together all the people who gath-
ered over the past weekend to demand justice 
in Israel and Palestine – in Cape Town, Wash-
ington, DC, New York, New Delhi, London, 
Dublin and Sydney, and all the other cities – 
this was arguably the largest active outcry by 
citizens around a single cause ever in the his-
tory of the world.

A quarter of a century ago, I participated 
in some well-attended demonstrations against 
apartheid. I never imagined we’d see demon-
strations of that size again, but last Saturday’s 
turnout in Cape Town was as big if not bigger. 
Participants included young and old, Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, agnostics, 
atheists, blacks, whites, reds and greens ... as 
one would expect from a vibrant, tolerant, mul-
ticultural nation.

I asked the crowd to chant with me: “We 
are opposed to the injustice of the illegal occu-
pation of Palestine. We are opposed to the 
indiscriminate killing in Gaza. We are opposed 
to the indignity meted out to Palestinians at 
checkpoints and roadblocks. We are opposed 
to violence perpetrated by all parties. But we 
are not opposed to Jews.”

Earlier in the week, I called for the suspen-
sion of Israel from the International Union of 
Architects, which was meeting in South Africa.

I appealed to Israeli sisters and brothers 
present at the conference to actively disas-
sociate themselves and their profession from 
the design and construction of infrastructure 
related to perpetuating injustice, including the 
separation barrier, the security terminals and 
checkpoints, and the settlements built on occu-
pied Palestinian land.

“I implore you to take this message home: 
Please turn the tide against violence and hatred 
by joining the non-violent movement for justice 
for all people of the region,” I said.

Over the past few weeks, more than 1.6 
million people across the world have signed 
onto this movement by joining an Avaaz cam-
paign calling on corporations profi ting from 
the Israeli occupation and/or implicated in the 
abuse and repression of Palestinians to pull out. 
The campaign specifi cally targets Dutch pen-
sion fund ABP; Barclays Bank; security sys-
tems supplier G4S; French transport company 
Veolia; computer company Hewlett-Packard; 
and bulldozer supplier Caterpillar.

Last month, 17 EU governments urged their 
citizens to avoid doing business in or investing 
in illegal Israeli settlements.

We have also recently witnessed the with-
drawal by Dutch pension fund PGGM of tens of 
millions of euros from Israeli banks; the divest-
ment from G4S by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation; and the US Presbyterian Church 

divested an estimated US$21 million from HP, 
Motorola Solutions and Caterpillar.

It is a movement that is gathering pace. 
Violence begets violence and hatred that only 
begets more violence and hatred.

We South Africans know about violence 
and hatred. We understand the pain of being 
the polecat of the world; when it seems nobody 
understands or is even willing to listen to our 
perspective. It is where we come from.

We also know the benefi ts that dialogue 
between our leaders eventually brought us; 
when organisations labelled “terrorist” were 
unbanned and their leaders, including Nelson 
Mandela, were released from imprisonment, 
banishment and exile.

We know that when our leaders began to 
speak to each other, the rationale for the vio-
lence that had wracked our society dissipated 
and disappeared. Acts of terrorism perpetrat-
ed after the talks began – such as attacks on 
a church and a pub – were almost universally 
condemned, and the party held responsible 
snubbed at the ballot box.

The exhilaration that followed our voting 
together for the fi rst time was not the preserve 
of black South Africans alone. The real tri-
umph of our peaceful settlement was that all 
felt included. And later, when we unveiled a 
constitution so tolerant, compassionate and 
inclusive that it would make God proud, we all 
felt liberated.

Of course, it helped that we had a cadre of 
extraordinary leaders.

But what ultimately forced these leaders 
together around the negotiating table was the 
cocktail of persuasive, non-violent tools that 
had been developed to isolate South Africa, 
economically, academically, culturally and 
psychologically.

At a certain point – the tipping point – 
the then-government realised that the cost of 
attempting to preserve apartheid outweighed 
the benefi ts.

The withdrawal of trade with South Africa 
by multinational corporations with a con-
science in the 1980s was ultimately one of 
the key levers that brought the apartheid state 
– bloodlessly – to its knees. Those corpora-
tions understood that by contributing to South 
Africa’s economy, they were contributing to the 
retention of an unjust status quo.

Those who continue to do business with 
Israel, who contribute to a sense of “normalcy” 
in Israeli society, are doing the people of Israel 
and Palestine a disservice. They are contribut-
ing to the perpetuation of a profoundly unjust 
status quo.

Those who contribute to Israel’s temporary 
isolation are saying that Israelis and Palestin-
ians are equally entitled to dignity and peace. 
Ultimately, events in Gaza over the past month 
or so are going to test who believes in the worth 
of human beings.

It is becoming more and more clear that 
politicians and diplomats are failing to come 
up with answers, and that responsibility for 

brokering a sustainable solution to the crisis in 
the Holy Land rests with civil society and the 
people of Israel and Palestine themselves.

Besides the recent devastation of Gaza, 
decent human beings everywhere – including 
many in Israel – are profoundly disturbed by 
the daily violations of human dignity and free-
dom of movement Palestinians are subjected 
to at checkpoints and roadblocks. And Israel’s 
policies of illegal occupation and the construc-
tion of buffer-zone settlements on occupied 
land compound the difficulty of achieving 
an agreement settlement in the future that is 
acceptable for all.

The State of Israel is behaving as if there is 
no tomorrow. Its people will not live the peace-
ful and secure lives they crave – and are entitled 
to – as long as their leaders perpetuate condi-
tions that sustain the confl ict.

I have condemned those in Palestine 
responsible for fi ring missiles and rockets at 
Israel. They are fanning the fl ames of hatred. I 
am opposed to all manifestations of violence.

But we must be very clear that the people of 
Palestine have every right to struggle for their 
dignity and freedom. It is a struggle that has the 
support of many around the world.

No human-made problems are intractable 
when humans put their heads together with 
the earnest desire to overcome them. No peace 
is impossible when people are determined to 
achieve it.

Peace requires the people of Israel and 
Palestine to recognise the human being in 
themselves and each other; to understand their 
interdependence.

Missiles, bombs and crude invective are 
not part of the solution. There is no military 
solution.

The solution is more likely to come from 
that non-violent toolbox we developed in South 
Africa in the 1980s, to persuade the govern-
ment of the necessity of altering its policies.

The reason these tools – boycott, sanctions 
and divestment – ultimately proved effective 
is because they had a critical mass of support, 
both inside and outside the country. The kind of 
support we have witnessed across the world in 
recent weeks, in respect of Palestine.

My plea to the people of Israel is to see 
beyond the moment, to see beyond the anger at 
feeling perpetually under siege, to see a world 
in which Israel and Palestine can coexist – a 
world in which mutual dignity and respect 
reign.

It requires a mind-set shift. A mind-set shift 
that recognises that attempting to perpetuate the 
current status quo is to damn future generations 
to violence and insecurity. A mind-set shift that 
stops regarding legitimate criticism of a state’s 
policies as an attack on Judaism. A mind-set 
shift that begins at home and ripples out across 
communities and nations and regions – to the 
Diaspora scattered across the world we share. 
The only world we share.

People united in pursuit of a righteous 
cause are unstoppable. God does not interfere 
in the affairs of people, hoping we will grow 
and learn through resolving our diffi culties and 
differences ourselves. But God is not asleep. 
The Jewish scriptures tell us that God is biased 
on the side of the weak, the dispossessed, the 
widow, the orphan, the alien who set slaves free 
on an exodus to a Promised Land. It was the 
prophet Amos who said we should let right-
eousness fl ow like a river.

Goodness prevails in the end. The pursuit 
of freedom for the people of Palestine from 
humiliation and persecution by the policies of 
Israel is a righteous cause. It is a cause that the 
people of Israel should support.

Nelson Mandela famously said that South 
Africans would not feel free until Palestinians 
were free.

He might have added that the liberation of 
Palestine will liberate Israel, too. 

A rally in Sydney earlier this month. (Photo: Anna Pha)

My plea to the people of Israel:
Liberate yourselves 
by liberating Palestine
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, in an exclusive article for Haaretz, calls for a 
global boycott of Israel and urges Israelis and Palestinians to look beyond their leaders 
for a sustainable solution to the crisis in the Holy Land.


