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Spy agency power gra

Bob Briton

The Abbott government has introduced
legislation into the federal parliament that
gives police, Australian Security and Intel-
ligence Organisation (ASIO) and other spy
agencies even more intrusive powers over
the Australian people. A second tranche of
sweeping changes will be presented later
in the year. Labor is saying that it doesn’t
want to give the government and spook-
ing bodies a “blank cheque” but is clearly
lending support to the ongoing power grab.
With the corporate media breathlessly
reporting major news from the US geo-
political viewpoint and creating a climate
of fear and hate, it will be a tough fight to
prevent the further erosion of Australians’
increasingly limited democratic rights.

Conflicts in Syria and Iraq, the ground work
for which Australian governments helped to lay,
are being used to justify greater spy powers.
It is claimed around 60 Australian citizens
are currently in the Middle East assisting the
forces such as the Islamic State of Syria and the
Levant (ISIL). A further 150 living in Australia
are said to support such extremist groups.

To thwart such limited numbers of people,
the whole Australian population will be
instructed to hand to government agencies
even more access to their most private
communications and to use them unknowingly
in operations against suspected criminal targets.
“In the current operating environment, there
is a need to know what Australians are up to,
particularly if they are going to come home and
commit terrorist acts,” ASIO director-general
David Irvine said. Australians will also lose
protections before the courts.

Legislation introduced by federal Attorney
General George Brandis last week will give
police and spy agencies access with a single
warrant to whole networks of computers, not
just individual computers as is the case at
the moment. It will allow them to hijack the
computer of an innocent third party to hack the
computer of a criminal suspect. No permission
of the non-suspect would be required. Reports
of returning jihadists are setting the tone for
the one-sided “debate” but China is said to
be the major target for this type of underhand
operation.

Police role

The legislative move is being made at the
same time Fairfax Media is lifting the lid on
wholesale intelligence gathering by Australian
police forces. It has been confirmed that police
forces have obtained “tower dumps” of metadata
from mobile telephone service providers. While
Optus has remained tight-lipped, Vodafone and
Telstra admit handing over details of the time,
duration and destination of calls from mobile
phone towers without a warrant. Police forces
would not comment.

Greens Senator Scott Ludlum and others
have called on the government and police
forces to outline what sorts of crimes are

being investigated with this type of “haystack”
collection practice. What happens to the data
collected that is not of relevance is not clear.
Neither is the question as to whether these
“tower dumps” are additional to orders for
metadata made by law-enforcement agencies.
Last year around 330,000 such demands
for information were made, according the
government reports.

Legal rights on the line

The heavy duty items requested by
the spy agencies should land in parliament
around October following a report from the
Senate inquiry into the Telecommunications
Interception and Access Act. It is said to be
considering a recommendation that would
oblige internet service providers to retain all
their customers’ communications — emails,
Skype calls, etc — for two years. The UK has
passed similar legislation with a one year
retention requirement. Phone companies
may be compelled to keep the content of all
conversations and SMS (text) messages.

The Australian Geospatial-Intelligence
Organisation will get the power to use
satellites to gather information on citizens
with ministerial authorisation — from ministers
like Brandis. Communications between ASIO
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and its overseas spying counterpart, the
Australian Secret Intelligence Service (ASIS),
will be improved. Also under consideration is
a recommendation to lower the standards for
evidence. It is claimed that it is hard to provide
evidence gathered overseas or provided by
foreign intelligence services to the standard
currently required in Australian courts.

Hearsay may be allowed in certain
circumstances and the onus of proof will be on
the accused for being in a “suspected zone”,
i.e. they will have to prove they were involved
in humanitarian relief work rather than
terrorist activities, for example. This would
be an inversion of accepted legal practice in
Australia and the loss of a major legal right for
Australians.

The real agenda

The language Brandis uses to justify this
power grab is lurid. The image of a caliphate
in the Middle East exporting terror is being
held out. “The actors in these events have
ambitions so vast that they regard their enemy
the world that we know as the product of
the Enlightenment. The values of the liberal
democratic states are their target and they are a
motivated and lethal enemy,” he said last week.
In order to protect ourselves, the Attorney

General insists we need to jettison virtually all
claims to privacy of our communications and
more.

The demand is outrageous and unnecessary.
Terrorism is a reality (and much of it has
imperialism’s fingerprints all over it) and has
to be dealt with but the argument for increased
surveillance powers for the police, ASIO
and other spy agencies has not been made
out. As with the state and federal legislation
supposedly dealing with the threat of illegal
motorcycle clubs, the objective is to get a store
of legislation to deal with discontent and protest
as the global capitalist economic crisis deepens.

The case of alleged war criminal and
terrorist Khaled Sharrouf is instructive. He is
said to have left the country in Houdini-like
circumstances last December to go to Syria to
join ISIL. Sharrouf was jailed for conspiring
to commit terrorists attacks in Australia (plans
for which were uncovered during Operation
Pendennis). It turns out he used his brother’s
passport to walk through Sydney airport and
catch a flight to Malaysia and beyond. This
bungle is being used as part of a campaign
to tighten surveillance of every single person
living in Australia. The dishonesty of the scare
campaign must be exposed and the push for
more police state powers must be defeated. &
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The wrong side of history

Following the abolition of the price on carbon Greens leader
Christine Milne stated, “Tony Abbott and Clive Palmer have once
again sided with the big end of town, and made sure it will be the
rest of us that pay now and into the future.” That the reactionary
climate denier Abbott and billionaire miner Palmer are on the same
political page will not surprise anyone with even a cursory interest in
political developments. As Ms Milne put it, “They are on the wrong
side of history”.

Capitalism is an unsustainable system. The global environmental
crisis has its origins in the heedless drive of capitalism for profits
regardless of the social or environmental cost. The crisis is already
causing immense human suffering and death, while diminishing
resources threaten global peace and security. The response of
governments in the developed capitalist countries to the climate
crisis shows greater interest in safeguarding corporate profits than
the environment.

Humanity faces the need to fundamentally change society, its
purpose and motivation, advancing to a society that recognises
humanity’s place in nature and lives with nature on the basis of
sustainability. It means, in particular, the provision of renewable
forms of energy, recognising that the provision of energy underlies
almost all forms of production, transport and living. Ultimately, such
a society is a socialist one.

In Australia the climate nightmare is real and happening now.
Soil salination, desertification and deforestation, pollution of the air
and freshwater systems, destruction of waterways and a major loss of
bio-diversity began after the country’s occupation by Britain in 1788.

Conversion to a more sustainable economy will bring a healthier
economy as well as a healthier environment. The changes necessary
for more sustainable production require more workers, not fewer.
The maximum participation of workers, unions and community is
needed for this shift in industry and jobs to succeed. Decent work and
job creation are central to sustainable development because workers
and workplaces are at the centre of production and consumption in
society and have a key place in transforming production at all levels.

To alleviate some of the worst features of the environmental crisis,
the CPA advocates:

* Developing a national energy plan, with legislated timetables and
targets, for transition to an ecologically sustainable energy system

 Nationalisation of Australia’s electricity generation, distribution
and supply infrastructure

* Massively investing in research and development of alternative
renewable energy sources under public ownership. Transfer of
government subsidies from fossil and nuclear fuel sectors to energy
efficiency and renewable energy and conversion programs

* Making energy efficiency and conservation key determinants of
urban planning and central to government economic and industry
policy

¢ Legislation and enforcement for efficiency and safety standards
requiring every enterprise to adopt energy conservation measures and
recycling, energy rating labelling of all residential and commercial
buildings, motor vehicles, electrical appliances and power generating
machinery, chemical processes including transportation, etc.

* The provision of expanded public transport infrastructure, more
frequent and more reliable public transport services that are publicly
owned and operated, and new services to outer suburbs

* Extensive provisions of infrastructure to be developed for cyclists

* Re-opening country and regional rail lines for freight and
passenger service under public control

* Restoration of Australia’s water systems and provision of
adequate safe drinking water for communities through coordinated
national planning

* Phase out unsustainable water-hungry industries such as cotton
and rice-growing. No provision of free potable water for mining
processes

¢ Planning to be undertaken so that Australia takes responsibility
and provides for environmental refugees driven from their homes/lands
by the effects of climate change or other environmental catastrophes

* Close all uranium mines in Australia and cancel contracts for
the export of uranium and oppose the establishment of nuclear waste
dumps in Australia

* Transfer appropriate technologies to the people of developing
and underdeveloped economies to achieve global equity of energy
and resource use, and quality of life in the course of achieving global
sustainability.
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Western politicians have implied that the Russian government
supplied guided missiles which destroyed an airliner last week,
killing 300 passengers. But why did the airline fly directly over

a war zone where two aircraft had been shot down the previous
week, and why did flight authorities classify the route as safe? And
would the supply of missiles be less morally justified than the sale
to the Israel government of weapons involved in the recent deaths
of more than 400 Gaza citizens? We intend to deal with those
questions, but as always we need your help by way of Press Fund
contributions, so please send us something for the next edition

if you possibly can. Our sincere thanks to the following for their
support this week:

Damian $20, Dr Gianni Dittura $10, KM $10, Mark Mannion $5,
“Round Figure” $20, Eddie Seymour $50

This week’s total: $115 Progressive total: $4,425
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Call for confronting
the heinous crimes
committed against
our people in Mosul

The Political Bureau of the Iragqi Communist Party has issued the

following statement, 19 July 201 4:

We have followed with great
concern the horrific crimes that
are being committed by the ter-
rorist organisation known as ISIS
against our people, especially,
what the people of Mosul, Chris-
tians, other religious and ethnic
minorities and civilians in Mosul
are suffering since this organisa-
tion seized control of the city more
than a month ago.

According to reliable information
that we have received from Mosul,
hundreds of Christian families fled
this morning (July 19) towards the
safe areas in Nineveh province and
the Kurdistan region after being
threatened by ISIS terrorists that they
would face death unless they convert
to Islam, leave the city or pay a reli-
gious levy!

The information confirms that
the terrorists seized the proper-
ties of Christian families, including
houses and money, and took away
the belongings that displaced people
tried to take with them. They com-
pletely burned churches and anything
connected to them.

Thousands of families had
already fled and left their homes in
the city of Mosul for fear of being
targeted by the terrorists who spread
fear throughout the city. The dis-
placed people are today living under
very difficult and cruel conditions.

While condemning these heinous
and horrific crimes that are being
committed by the terrorists and their
allies against the people of the city of
Mosul, especially Turkmen, Chris-
tians, Yezidis and Shabak, we express

our great solidarity with them as they

face this difficult ordeal, we empha-

sise the following:

 The need to undertake the
broadest possible media and
solidarity campaign, on the
national and international levels,
to expose the barbaric crimes
and practices and the horrific
violations of fundamental
human rights carried out by
ISIS gangs. Various activities
should be launched by political,
social and cultural movements,
organisations, parties and
personalities, as well as by
the state and its institutions.

This should be accompanied

by emphasising the need

to strengthen the spirit of
brotherhood, cooperation and
the bonds of collaboration and
solidarity between all the people,
especially with the Christians
and ethnic minorities among our
people.

 Providing adequate humanitarian
aid and proper shelter for the
displaced people in various areas
of the country. We stress the
need for coordination with the
Kurdistan Regional Government
in this regard, away from political
differences.

+ Urging the relevant ministries and
institutions to inspect the situation
of displaced people, meet their
needs and overcome the nasty
bureaucratic procedures in this
regard.

¢ Supporting the efforts of
international aid organisations,

facilitating their tasks and
providing the means to enable
them to access the areas of
operation.

In view of this tragic situation
experienced by wide sections of our
people and the heightened risks as
a result of the activities of the dark
forces that are hostile to human-
ity and civilization, it is the duty of
the federal government and all other
state institutions to play their role in
protecting the civilians regardless of
their affiliation.

The political forces must speed
up the formation of a broad national
unity government that works accord-
ing to a comprehensive national pro-
gram in order to heal the national
fabric, resolve the differences that
have paralysed the national effort,
and adopt a host of political, eco-
nomic and social measures that will
strengthen the armed forces and
enable them to regain control as soon
as possible of the cities that were rav-
aged by the terrorists.

These developments have
revealed the falsehood of the assur-
ances promoted by some forces and
parties with regard to the practices
implemented in the areas control-
led by ISIS. The true nature of
these practices, that are abhorrently
inhumane and aim to take the coun-
try centuries backwards, has been
exposed.

The real aims of the terrorist
organisation ISIS and the big threat
it poses, not only in Iraq but for the
whole region, have now become
abundantly clear. This makes it
imperative for Iraqis to come togeth-
er in order to confront and defeat
it. @

VB’s new owners
offer workers dregs

Brewery workers who help Aus-
tralia quench a hard-earned thirst
have begun action to gain proper
compensation for a dramatic
roster change which would cause
upheaval to their family lives.

The 30 maintenance fitters who
help keep VB and Carlton Draught
flowing from Melbourne’s Abbots-
ford brewery kicked off protected
industrial action with a strike on
World Cup Final morning, having a
barbecue outside the gates.

The Australian Manufactur-
ing Workers’ Union (AMWU) is
working to negotiate the first union
agreement since Foster’s was taken
over by hardline beer giant SAB-
Miller in 2011.

Delegate Sam Garro said mem-
bers mainly work day shift and their

lives would be radically changed

as the multinational wants to intro-
duce rotating shifts — day, afternoon
and night — as part of the “SAB-
Miller manufacturing way” it uses
worldwide.

“In my department no one
wants to do these new shifts, not us
blokes a bit older and certainly not
the younger ones with children,” Mr
Garro said. “I’ve been day shift for
my 33 years here, now they want
us to work overnight, rotating shifts
changing each week.

“People need something for the
lost time with our families, and I
don’t think an extra week in leave
pay is too much to ask.”

Their direct employer is main-
tenance contractor ABB, but under
heavy pressure from SABMiller it

Uhite a letter to the Edctor

has refused the workers’ claim for
one week’s extra annual leave or
an equivalent bonus to compensate
them.

It also refused the AMWU
members’ wage proposal of nine
percent over three years, offering a
figure well below inflation.

Protected action bans are likely
to disrupt the production of VB,
Carlton Draught and Crown Lager
as the fitters are specialists at keep-
ing the ageing Abbotsford site
machinery going.

AMWU organiser David Roach
said ABB and SABMiller were
playing “hardball” because agree-
ments with the majority of brewery
workers — covered by unions United
Voice and the ETU — were yet to be
done.

“They’ve been used to paying
low wages and controlling workers
overseas but they are finding their
‘new way’ of manufacturing won’t
come at the expense of our mem-
bers,” he said. @
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Government’s grim intentions
for ABC, SBS

Peter Mac

Last week new Liberal Senator
James McGrath, former Queens-
land state director for the Liberal/
National Party, accused the ABC
of left-wing bias. He thundered
that if the ABC could not restore
“balance” it should be sold off and
replaced by a rural and regional
news service, and that ABC youth
broadcaster Triple J should also
be sold because of its “demo-
graphic density and its clear abili-
ty to stand on its own”. McGrath’s
speech received a standing ovation
from Liberal and National Party
senators.

The government made a savage
cut of $45.5 million over four years
in the recent ABC and SBS budget
allocations. The $223 million ten
year budget allocation for the ABC’s
Australia Network (AN) internation-
al broadcasting service has also been
axed, and the allocation for other
international operations reduced
from $35 million to $15 million.

Eighty ABC TV and radio
employees are now about to lose their
jobs, and the AN bureaus in Beijing,
New Delhi and Djakarta will close.

Michael Tull from the Com-
munity and Public Sector Union
said the government’s actions put
the ABC in an impossible situa-
tion and “The first casualties in
this government’s war on the ABC
are the staff, who have less than a
fortnight before they are sacked.”
Following completion of an “effi-
ciency” review by former Seven
West executive Peter Lewis, the gov-
ernment is expected to make another
cut four times as big in ABC alloca-
tions, to be inflicted in one year.

The review recommends cancel-
ling construction of new production
studios; co-locating the ABC and
SBS headquarters in one city; sell-
ing ABC and SBS property (with the
proceeds returned to the government
rather than funding broadcasting
operations); increasing SBS adver-
tising content; charging viewers for
ABC digital programs; outsourcing
production of drama, comedy and
cultural programs (including Play
School, Spicks and Specks and At the

Movies); closing some ABC shops;
terminating satellite broadcast leases;
discontinuing short wave overseas
broadcasts; outsourcing ABC and
SBS payroll; human resources and
legal functions; and selling the ABC
helicopter, vans and production
facilities.

Employee pay and conditions
would be brought “more into line
with the private sector”. The com-
mittee did not factor in the cost of
redundancy pay for ABC employees.

Towing the line

The ABC and SBS both oper-
ate independently, a crucial
requirement for public broadcast-
ers. However, the government can
exert pressure with funding cuts
and interference from conservative
board members, and the current
budget cuts are clearly intended to
force ABC and SBS management
to implement the Lewis review’s
recommendations.

SBS told the review committee
it had already decided to implement
cost-cutting measures to provide
funds for enhanced services. How-
ever, it then found that reductions in
the SBS budget allocation included
an amount for those measures, and
the money saved will now return to
consolidated revenue.

The government doesn’t want
the broadcasters to do their job with
less money, it wants to force them to
reduce their operations.

To prevent governments stacking
the ABC and SBS boards with its cro-
nies, the previous Rudd government
established a special panel to recom-
mend nominations for the ABC and
SBS boards under strict rules.

The final decision on appoint-
ments to the panel is made by the
Secretary of the Department of the
Prime Minister and Cabinet. The
current Secretary has nominated two
ultra conservatives, journalist Janet
Albrechtsen and former Liberal Party
deputy leader Neil Brown to fill two
vacant positions on the panel.

Albrechtsen once described the
ABC as a “soviet style workers’
collective” and Brown has recom-
mended selling off the current ABC
and starting again. Both complain ad

Q&A host Tony Jones

nauseam about “left-wing bias” in
ABC broadcasts.

Two other panel members are
due to retire next year, and their
replacements will doubtless share
Brown and Albrechtsen’s political
position.

That would enable the panel
to stack the ABC and SBS boards
with appointees to the government’s
liking. One ABC board position is
currently vacant, and another on the
SBS board. A second ABC position
will become vacant next June and a
third in November next year.

Saving Aunty

The ABC and SBS have both
covered matters the government
would rather conceal, and have
exposed their audiences to a wide
range of political views. That’s their
job, but it’s not what the government
wants.

Moreover, the ABC has been
highly successful in adapting to new
media conditions. Children’s TV and
youth programs offer huge profits for
advertisers, but the ABC programs in

Pete’s Corner
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this area are more popular than those
of its commercial rivals.

Private media interests are now
complaining bitterly that the ABC is
encroaching on “their” territory. They
have long resented the fact that many
people rely on the widely-respected
ABC and SBS news services.

Moreover, falling readership is
forcing private print media corpo-
rations to transfer their operations
to digital media and charge sub-
scribers for their news and current
affairs coverage, but the ABC and
SBS already provide digital news
services for free.

The press corporations therefore
want the government to force the
ABC and SBS to cease developing
these services, or preferably abandon
them altogether.

Last week Abbott extolled the
virtues of the right-wing paper The
Australian, declaring: “No paper
more closely corresponds with the
true spirit of Australia.”

If Abbott, McGrath and other
ultra-conservatives succeed it will
be goodbye to Four Corners,7.30,

Universal healthcare

Socialism in practice

Frea education

Food security

Global soclal justice

Agricultural sustainabllity
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Landline, Q&A, Factcheck, Date-
line, programs that Abbott hates, as
well as the ABC and SBS drama and
children’s’ shows.

Malcolm Turnbull, federal Min-
ister for Communications, has a
tactically different approach. More
realistic than Abbott or McGrath,
Turnbull is doubtless aware that the
ABC and SBS enjoy high popular
regard, and that emasculating or
eliminating either service would
probably be electoral suicide.

But he’s no political progressive.
At the recent launching of a parlia-
mentary branch of Friends of the ABC
he responded to suggestions that fur-
ther funding cuts would threaten the
future of the ABC children’s program
Peppa Pig by remarking: “Peppa’s is
one snout we are happy to have in the
ABC trough.”

And it’s Turnbull who has
enforced the ABC and SBS budget
cuts.

Undoubtedly, the best method of
defending the ABC and SBS would
be to dump the conservatives from
office as soon as possible. &
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Henry Lawson

Faces In The Street

A Guardian reader has written to
remind us that last month marked
the anniversary of the birth of
Australia’s greatest realist writer,
Henry Lawson.

A true son of the working class,
Henry Lawson was filled with under-
standing and compassion for the hard
lives of the battlers both on the land
and in the grimy cities. He was com-
mitted to the union cause, industrially
and politically, and his pro-worker
bias accounts in part for his endur-
ing popularity with working class
Australians.

The English actor/writer Peter
Ustinov, when he visited Australia,
astutely remarked that Lawson’s

prose reminded him of Maxim Gorki,
another realist writer who aligned
himself with the people. In a letter to
The Sydney Morning Herald on April
24, 1985, Frank Hardy commented:
“I am not alone in believing that
Lawson was the greatest short story
writer and radical poet of his time.”

In a number of Lawson’s poems,
such as the one below — Faces In The
Street — Lawson shows that he not
only shared the suffering of the ordi-
nary people but that he also knew that
the solution to their suffering was a
revolutionary one, and that it was the
people themselves who would bring
it about. &

Faces In The Street

They lie, the men who tell us for reasons of their own
That want is here a stranger, and that misery's unknown;
For where the nearest suburb and the city proper meet
My window-sill is level with the faces in the street

Drifting past, drifting past,
To the beat of weary feet

While | sorrow for the owners of those faces in the street.

And cause | have to sorrow, in a land so young and fair,

To see upon those faces stamped the marks of Want and Care;
[ look in vain for traces of the fresh and fair and sweet

In sallow, sunken faces that are drifting through the street

Drifting on, drifting on,
To the scrape of restless feet;

| can sorrow for the owners of the faces in the street.

In hours before the dawning dims the starlight in the sky
The wan and weary faces first begin to trickle by,
Increasing as the moments hurry on with morning feet,
Till like a pallid river flow the faces in the street

Flowing in, flowing in,
To the beat of hurried feet

Ah! | sorrow for the owners of those faces in the street.

The human river dwindles when 'tis past the hour of eight,

Its waves go flowing faster in the fear of being late;

But slowly drag the moments, whilst beneath the dust and heat
The city grinds the owners of the faces in the street

Grinding bodly, grinding soul,
Yielding scarce enough to eat

Oh!'| sorrow for the owners of the faces in the street.

And then the only faces ill the sun is sinking down

Are those of outside toilers and the idlers of the town,

Save here and there a face that seems a stranger in the street,
Tells of the city's unemployed upon his weary beat

Drifting round, drifting round,
To the tread of listless feet

Ah!' My heart aches for the owner of that sad face in the street.

And when the hours on lagging feet have slowly dragged away,
And sickly yellow gaslights rise to mock the going day,

Then flowing past my window like a tide in its retreat,

Again | see the pallid stream of faces in the street

Ebbing out, ebbing out,
To the drag of tired feet,

While my heart is aching dumbly for the faces in the street.

And now all blurred and smirched with vice the day's sad pages end,
For while the short 'large hours' toward the longer 'small hours' trend,
With smiles that mock the wearer, and with words that half entreat,
Delilah pleads for custom at the corner of the street

Sinking down, sinking down,

Battered wreck by tempests beat

A dreadful, thankless trade is hers, that Woman of the Street.
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But, ah! to dreader things than these our fair young city comes,
For in its heart are growing thick the filthy dens and slums,
Where human forms shall rot away in sties for swine unmeet,
And ghostly faces shall be seen unfit for any street

Rotting out, rotting out,

For the lack of air and meat

In dens of vice and horror that are hidden from the street.

| wonder would the apathy of wealthy men endure
Were all their windows level with the faces of the Poor?

Ah! Mammon's slaves, your knees shall knock, your hearts in terror beat,

When God demands a reason for the sorrows of the street,
The wrong things and the bad things

And the sad things that we meet

In the filthy lane and alley, and the cruel, heartless street.

| left the dreadful corner where the steps are never still,

And sought another window overlooking gorge and hill;

But when the night came dreary with the driving rain and sleet,
They haunted me the shadows of those faces in the street,
Flitting by, flitting by,

Flitting by with noiseless feet,

And with cheeks but little paler than the real ones in the street.

Once | cried: 'Oh, God Almighty! if Thy might doth still endure,
Now show me in a vision for the wrongs of Earth a cure.’
And, lo! with shops all shuttered | beheld a city's street,

And in the warning distance heard the tramp of many feet,
Coming near, coming near,

To a drum's dull distant beat,

And soon | saw the army that was marching down the street.

Then, like a swollen river that has broken bank and wall,

The human flood came pouring with the red flags over all,

And kindled eyes all blazing bright with revolution's heat,

And flashing swords reflecting rigid faces in the street.

Pouring on, pouring on,

To a drum's loud threatening beat,

And the war-hymns and the cheering of the people in the street.

And so it must be while the world goes rolling round its course,

The warning pen shall write in vain, the warning voice grow hoarse,
But not until a city feels Red Revolution's feet

Shall its sad people miss awhile the terrors of the street

The dreadful everlasting strife

For scarcely clothes and meat

In that pent track of living death the city's cruel street.
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Witnesses to attack
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removed from compound

Asylum seekers in on Manus
Island have raised the alarm as
Wilson Security guards removed
two of their central representa-
tives and another asylum seeker
from the Mike Compound. The
three people are also witnesses to
the attack in Mike Compound on
the February 17, the night that
Reza Berati was murdered.

The action by Wilson Security
seems to be in response to routine
complaints about problems with
access and the use of phones and
the internet. Guards have refused to
say where the three asylum seekers
have been taken. Ominously, Wilson
guards told other asylum seekers
in Mike Compound that, “They
won’t be coming back.” Efforts by

removal of Mike Compound repre-
sentatives may be the start of a con-
certed effort by Transfield to bring
back local PNG staff.

“These two asylum seeker rep-
resentatives in particular have been
in danger since the attack on the
17th,” said Ian Rintoul, spokesper-
son for the Refugee Action Coalition.
“Transfield, some PNG locals and the
PNG police would like them out of
the way.

“They are people who have
requested witness protection but
protection has been denied. Outside
of the detention centre, they will be
in danger. If they have been handed
to the police, as some detainees fear,
they could be in grave danger of
being harmed.

Guards have refused
fo say where the three
asylum seekers have

been taken.

the asylum seekers to get answers
from Transfield and the Immigration
Department on Manus Island are
continuing.

Transfield has been attempting
for months to reintroduce local PNG
staff, many of whom were involved
in the February attacks, into the
detention centre. That move has been
so far blocked by the asylum seekers
themselves.

Refugee advocates fear that the

“The safety of the three asylum
seekers lies with Scott Morrison.
The Immigration Department must
give an immediate guarantee of their
safety and that they will be immedi-
ately returned to Mike Compound or
brought to Australia.”

Meanwhile, The Australian
newspaper’s ongoing attacks against
the Refugee Action Coalition (RAC)
have no basis in fact says Ian Rintoul.

In four issues, the paper has been

waging a campaign to discredit the
claims that women in the family
camp attempted suicide on Christ-
mas Island.

“In its concerted attempt to
downplay the seriousness of the situ-
ation on Christmas Island, The Aus-
tralian has seriously misrepresented
my comments about self-harm in the
family camp,” Rintoul said.

“Self-harm” itself is a loaded
term, used as a euphemism for
“attempted suicide” by Serco and
the government in their attempt to
sanitise the brutality of the detention
system they run.

RAC stands by its original state-
ment on July 8 that “up to ten moth-
ers in the family camp attempted
suicide” in 48 hours. “Whether any
particular act is to be described as
attempted suicide ultimately rests on
the intention of the victim. Detainees
from the family camp told me that
the women had attempted suicide and
there is no doubt that the attempted
hangings, jumping from containers
and the ingestion of toxic liquids
are accurately described as suicide
attempts,” said Rintoul.

“It is well known that in its public
statements the government regularly
downplays the gravity of suicide
and self-harm incidents among the
detainees and its responsibility for
the deteriorating mental health of
those they keep in detention,” Rin-
toul continued.

“This is exactly what they and
The Australian have done regard-
ing the instances of the family camp
on Christmas Island. According to
the latest information, no less than
14 asylum seekers are officially on
“suicide watch” in the family camp
alone.

“The government has contempt
for the welfare of asylum seekers

who are in their care. Despite medi-
cal advice, the government intends to
move a Pakistani Shia asylum seeker
from hospital to the MITA detention
centre regardless of his previous
attempts to suicide in that detention
centre.”

“The Australian has also sug-
gested that I, along with other
unspecified refugee advocates,
‘coach’ asylum seekers to self-harm
for political purposes.

“This allegation has not the
slightest basis in fact. The ‘coaching’
allegation, made by former Immigra-
tion official Greg Lake, has not been
supported by a shred of evidence,
even under challenge.

“Lake’s claims have only served
to deflect attention from the well-
established fact that it is detention
unnecessarily imposed by the gov-
ernment that has such serious detri-
mental effects on the mental health
of asylum seekers, and is the cause

of self harm and attempted suicide in
detention centres,” Rintoul said.

He said having made serious alle-
gations against advocates he refuses
to name, Lake has been unable to
produce one iota of back-up when
challenged on his claims’ accuracy.

“His story has also been incon-
sistent,” Rintoul said. “Lake initially
claimed that the basis for his alle-
gations was that the facts were not
only ‘obvious’, but also confirmed
in interviews with the detainees
themselves. He now says that the
information comes from monitored
communications which cannot be
revealed for legal reasons but he has
failed to provide any level of detail
at all.”

The Refugee Action Coalition
stands by all its previous claims
unreservedly. Lake and The Aus-
tralian have only discredited them-
selves by publishing their baseless
allegations. &

Free Gaza - Free Palestine rally

Richard Titelius

In Perth and around the world
people are taking to the streets to
call for a halt to the bombing and
killing which is taking place on
the Gaza Strip in Palestine (see
story page 9). The rally, called by
Friends of Palestine WA, is the
second in as many weekends.

Tom Marcinowski chaired the
rally for Friends of Palestine and
told the 500-strong crowd that Israel
had committed war crimes in its
bombing and missile onslaught of
the Palestinian people of Gaza. An
international solidarity movement
was needed in support of Palestine
and to end the occupation.

Melissa Parke, the ALP Federal
Member for Fremantle, was the
first speaker to address the rally. Ms
Parke was no stranger to the con-
flict in Palestine. She had worked
there as an international lawyer
for UNRWA — the United Nations
agency that looks after Palestinian
refugees — for two and a half years
and had witnessed first hand the
oppression and suffering of the Pal-
estinian people.

More than 230 Palestinian
people had been killed by Israeli
military at the time of the rally,
thousands had been injured and the

homes of over 1,000 families have
been bombed.

The next speaker was Ayman
Qwaider, a Palestinian resident of
Perth who was keeping in daily
touch with his family in Gaza. He
reported that no one feels safe any-
where in Gaza.

Huda Minhaj, an Afghan
woman, started her presentation
with a passionate invocation that,
“you did not have to be Palestinian
to protest here, you only have to be
human,” which fairly summed up
the reason why people the world
over have given their support to the
people of Palestine.

The barbarism which the US
had committed through their inter-
vention in her country gave her
moral authority to remind the US
that they should not tell others they
are terrorists when they are the big-
gest terrorists in the world.

Other speakers included Nick
Everett and Martin Victoria Iver-
son. Iverson, with Jewish heritage,
reminded the rally that prior to this
brutal action by Israel, there was a
rapprochement between Al Fatah
and Hamas which is currently the
ruling party. Israel could no longer
play one off against the other.

The rally also called for a strate-
gic response to the actions of Israel

and also the US that was supporting
the push by Zionists in Israel to con-
tinue their occupation of Palestinian
lands, not only in Gaza but also on
the West Bank.

Speakers called on people to
continue their education on the

A 'Ii"‘il

issues surrounding what is really
going on in the conflict so that as
they spread the message it will
be one of rightfulness as well
truthfulness.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia calls for the continued support

of Palestine and a two-state solution
and for Australians to call on the
government to to use its position on
the UN Security Council to call a
halt to Israel’s aggression. &
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A budget for the people,

not the privileged
Why there is the campaign against the Abbott agenda

The Abbott Liberal-National government’s
first budget has as its main thrust the trans-
fer of wealth from working people to the
pockets of the rich and big business.

In the name of “smaller government” and
making dishonest claims of a “budget emer-
gency”, the Abbott government has set out to
gut social welfare and services, demolish the
public service, deregulate the operations of big
business and privatise what remains of public
assets.

The Liberal-National Parties lied their way
into office. They promised no cuts to education
or health, no forced redundancies in the public
service; no change to pensions; no increase in
university fees; no increased taxes and more
accountable government. They have torn up all
these pledges in their first budget.

Moreover, each broken promise, each
attack on pensioners, students, workers, unem-
ployed, families, Indigenous Australians, or the
public sector is accompanied by neo-liberal
spin, outright lies and deception.

The budget reveals an ugly agenda that
aims to grab back the rights and conditions
workers have won over many decades of
struggle. The Abbott government sees itself as
responsible to big business, not the majority of
Australian people. It aims to diminish the role
of government, downgrading its ability to fund
and manage social services and infrastructure.

It wants to slash and eventually get rid of
company tax and a progressive income tax
and rely on a goods and services tax to fund
any remaining functions provided through the
state apparatus. It wants user-pays services
that we access through the market — the big
corporations.

The government is trying to change public
attitudes so welfare, pensions and other entitle-
ments. These are not seen as a civic right but
simply as a now “unsustainable” drain on the
national economy.

When Treasurer Joe Hockey talks of the
end of the “age of entitlement” he is only refer-
ring to the benefits working people are entitled
to under current welfare arrangements, not to
entitlements the business world enjoys, and
looks forward to enjoying even more!

Neo-liberal Australia

The Abbott Liberal-National government
came into office, after doing everything in its
power to make the last Parliament unwork-
able, with the support of vested interests such
as the mining lobby, big business and the media
owners. Its first budget is at a time when soci-
ety has already suffered three decades of neo-
liberal capitalist policies, under both Liberal
and Labor in Australia.

Taxation “reform”, mostly under the
Hawke-Keating Labor and Howard Liberal
governments, saw both company tax and top
income tax rates fall, leading to a drastic loss
of government revenue and ongoing pressure
to achieve “smaller” government.

Income tax cuts, worth an estimated $169
billion of forgone government revenue over the
last seven years, have largely ended up in the
pockets of the top 10% of income earners — $71
billion or 42% of the total! In the same period
company tax rates fell from 49¢ to 30c in the
dollar — and the Abbott government aims to fur-
ther reduce it to 28.5 cents.

An ongoing program of privatisation by
both parties in government — of the Common-
wealth Bank, Telstra, airports and other public
assets — has also removed billions of dollars as
sources of government revenue.

These inequitable tax cuts and continuing
sale of public assets will be the cause of any
budget crisis! Governments cannot cut revenue
by hundreds of billions of dollars and still sus-
tain services and welfare payments.

Australia is now a country where the

Bust the Budget rally Sydney (Photo: Tom Pearson)

richest one percent owns as much as the
poorest 60 percent!

It is becoming a meaner country. Inequality
is growing. With wealth comes the power to
influence the rules. Government policies start
to favour the super-rich regardless of how it
works out for the rest of the society. The Abbott
government’s budget is in this mould.

The Abbott budget attacks the most vulner-
able social groups, while rewarding its big busi-
ness mates though privatisations, outsourcing
of government functions, tax cuts and targeted
concessions.

The Treasurer claims all groups must do
their share of “heavy lifting” to get us out of
this fabricated crisis, but it is the lowest income
earners who suffer most in this budget.

A single unemployed person is estimated to
be 18 percent worse off as a result of its meas-
ures, whereas a couple on a $350,000 house-
hold income will not lose a cent.

It is estimated the poorest 20 percent
of families will contribute $1.1bn more to
budget savings than richest 20 percent.

On the other hand big business has a lot to
gain in coming years from privatisations, out-
sourcing of government functions, tax cuts and
concessions, abolition of the carbon and miner-
als resource rental taxes, and infrastructure con-
struction. The big mining companies, banks,
insurance and financial services, construction
and pharmaceutical companies, in particular,
will make a killing.

Supports militarism

The government is also pledged to raise
military expenditure to two percent of GDP
by 2023. Military expenditure is set to rise by
$2.3 billion to $29.6 billion in the next financial
year, then to $40 billion. This is in line with
US demands on all NATO members (Australia
is a NATO “global partner”) and strengthens
the US military-industrial complex. It is also
Australia’s “protection money” for sheltering
under US hegemony, as the global superpower
targets country after country for destruction and
drags the world towards war.

The people respond

The Abbott budget has generated wide-
spread dismay and anger among people
throughout Australia. Surveys show a large
majority regards the budget as an unfair one.

Rallies, protests and demonstrations have
been breaking out all around the country.

People are calling for the Senate to block
the budget and bring on another election, in the
hope the Abbott government gets thrown out.

Those elected to Parliament are obliged to
block this anti-people budget, but that in itself
does not mean a new government will do much
that would be fundamentally different.

The program the Abbott government car-
ries out with great relish, a Shorten Labor gov-
ernment would also largely carry out because
these policies are what the capitalist elites that
control the global market economy and instru-
ments of state power are requiring governments
around the world to implement.

The Abbott Liberal-National budget:

* Cuts $80 billion out of health and
education — aim: to privatise these
essential services and reinforce user pays
principles.

* Cuts more than $500 million from

Aboriginaland and Torres Straits Island

programs, including $122 million from

Indigenous health over next four years.

Targets the unemployed by denying them

benefits for six months then forcing them
into “work for the dole” schemes: their
options are to beg, steal or starve if they
cannot get a job. The aim: to criminalise
the poor and use them as cheap labour in
privatised prisons, such as in USA.

Cuts nearly $1 billion out of vocational

and trades assistance programs, making
it more difficult for young people to get
skilled work training.

Attacks the prospect of workers having

well paid jobs in future by cutting
industry programs that encourage
innovation, and assist industry and

R&D — including the Automotive

Transformation scheme that was to help
transition to new industries as carmakers
close down.

» Sacks some 16,500 public sector workers,
merging, scrapping or selling off 70
agencies.

* Cuts $370 million funding to CSIRO and
ANSTO for science research. Cuts total
funding for programs to track or mitigate
climate change from $5.75 billion to $500
million by 2017-18.

However, the mining sector continues to
receive billions of dollars in subsidies — up to
$14 billion. It keeps its diesel fuel rebate and
will have the resources tax removed.

Industries with the biggest carbon emis-
sions not only emerge unscathed, they actually
benefit in the budget because of the removal of
the carbon tax and renewable energy programs.

The call to “Bust the Budget” raises a
deeper demand — the demand for a funda-
mental change in the direction of Australian
politics.

The present political agenda, as exposed
in this budget, must be replaced by a progres-
sive program of government revenue raising
and public spending that aims to improve
the lives of the people, improve society and
protect our environment, rather than merely
manage the profit system and damn every-
thing else.

We must build a broad popular alliance,
organised around labour and its principal
demands to achieve this; and be prepared to
take on the ruling elites and challenge their
right to remain holding on to power.

Labour needs to organise and prepare to
take power to itself, as the only guarantee that
people not profits and cooperation not exploita-
tion are the organising principles by which we
manage ourselves. This is called a program for
socialism.

“We can change the world!

Our work creates the future!”

The article was taken from a pamphlet

published by the CPA Sydney District:

0296998844 sydneydistrict@cpa.org.au &
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for the 1SI1S?

PPSH Bear

The ISIS has been active in conducting ter-
rorist activities for over a decade. However,
the mainstream western media only started
to report news on it in the past a few months.
What are the logics and intentions under the
surface of this phenomena?

The ISIS, the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, or translated as the ISIL, the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant, is a notorious
extreme [slamic fundamentalist Sunni terrorist
group that belonged to the Al-Qaeda global
network. Since its founding in 2003, the ISIS
has been active in organising a number of
terrorist attacks and the recent brutal massacre
of 1,700 prisoners of war on June 14 in Iraq.

The ISIS gained control over several
provinces in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. It
has approximately 12,000 well-armed
men equipped with weapons from the US
occupation. The current leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi announced the establishment of
a Sunni caesaropapist Islamic state on June
29. He claimed sovereignty, including most
Muslim-populated Mediterranean countries
(including Spain), the Middle East, Central
Asia and parts of the Indian Peninsula.

US imperialism

The US had launched two Iraqi wars within
three decades under the name of protecting and
promoting its capitalist version of “democracy”
and “peace”. America’s war on terrorism is
nothing but an excuse to convince its citizens to
support wars and to cover its true intention of
maintaining the US’s global interests.

Do we simply believe that the US’s
intelligence service was so incapable of gaining
useful information on the ISIS and failed to
assess the development of the growing terrorist
group? Or do we believe that the US would
do nothing if the ISIS did not help America’s
strategic plan? I am inclined to believe the
latter, as it is more realistic and logical, and
it reveals one of the US’s tactics on its global
“peacekeeping”.

This is not the first time the US has used
such tactics; for instance, the US secretly
financed Bin Laden and supplied him with
US weapons in the 1980s to fight the Soviet’s
peace keeping in Afghanistan. This time, the
Iraqi government has found information and
made a statement condemning Saudi Arabia
and Qatar because they support the ISIS. It is
obvious that the US instigates its military allies
Saudi Arabia and Qatar to do its dirty business.

The essence of these tactics is to create
political division by intensifying and provoking
ethnic, religious and territorial conflicts and
disputes. This is not a new tactic; British and
French imperialists in the first half of the 20th
century did exactly the same. For example,
they created divisions and disputes, provoking
civil wars in countries such as Sir Lanka, India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Vietnam.

If we can learn something from history,
it is that when an imperialist power starts to
employ the divisive tactics, it shows the great
weakness of its declining power, and it reflects
its incapacity to maintain its imposed order and
authority.

The US withdrawal from Iraq has
shown the decline of its imperialist power
and indicates that the history of the decline
of French and British imperialism is being
repeated. The US realises that only a divided
and destabilised Middle East can allow it to
hold sway and keep its power over other states
in this region. That is why the US turned a
blind eye toward the ISIS.

Furthermore, there are two other strategic
concerns of why a divided Iraq and Middle
East could serve the best interests of the US.
First, the disabling of the region will benefit
the US’s proxy state Israel, to expand its power
and authority into Palestine’s Gaza and the
West Bank. Second, it allows the US a pretext
for making a permanent military presence in
this region in order to serves its geopolitical
strategy that includes containing Russia and
China. &
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IAM SOMALIA

| am the Horn of Africa
Once a beautiful nation
Before the civil war
Before the invasion

| am the Horn of Africa

| was paradise, | was pure
Tropical trees, beautiful beaches
| was perfection | assur

| am the Horn of Africa

| am now a war-torn ravished nation
Very little for my people

All seeking a new location

| am the Horn of Africa

Soldiers are lifting their guns

In search of their next victim

Mothers, fathers, daughters and sons

| am the Horn of Africa

| watch as many poor souls rise
Leaving their bodies behind

| can sense the pain from their cries

| am the Horn of Africa

Countless have died, it's unrealistic

No one knows theirs names, no one cares
They've just become a statistic

| am the Horn of Africa

Nations are crossing my borders
They are dumping nuclear waste
Into my beautiful waters

| am the Horn of Africa

Athird world nation

My people are seeking refuge
Hoping for an education

| am the Horn of Africa
Once a beautiful nation
Dedicate your prayers to me
I'min need of your salvation

| am the Horn of Africa

My silent cries go unheard

My tears unwiped, my eyes blurred
| am Somalia.

Helwaa

Egalitarianism

Egalitarianism left the building
pulling shut the door

not with a slam,

more like a squeak,

she’s not that robust any more.

Once she was pretty hardy
fortified by folklore and tales
of men from Snowy Rivers
and ANZAC larrikan ways.

Legend says the ANZAC'’s

didn’t like British discipline;

why should they ‘kow tow’ to the poms
when they were as blanky good as them.

This was well and good

and in its time

the aura of egalitarianism glowed;
except of course if you had breasts
or a different coloured skin.

Of course it was a sham

but people believed it all the same;

they called each other mate,

disrespected academics and politicians

while priding themselves on being egalitarian.

But it's all come to an untimely end;
the federal budget did it away.

Now clearly it's ‘us and them’

while a spindly frail egalitarianism
shuffles herself away.

Belinda Cole
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MH17: Some conclusions
and questions

Let us all begin by stating that the
focus of this tragedy must be con-
dolences with and respect for the
families and loved ones of those
who lost their lives in the incident
in South-East Ukraine on July 17.
That said, name-calling, grand-
staging and mud-slinging merely
underlines the lack of moral fibre
among those who stoop to such
tactics.

Right on cue, the western media
was ready with fiery headlines, either
blaming Russia directly, or Russia’s
President (absurdly) or else blam-
ing anti-Kiev forces in South-East
Ukraine, without a shred of evidence,
as usual parading hearsay as fact,
peddling “someone heard someone
say” as the truth, and as usual manip-
ulating and shaping public opinion,
always against Moscow.

First, the facts

On July 17 the Malaysia Air-
lines Boeing 777-200ER, Registra-
tion 9M-MRD, Malaysia Airlines
Flight 17, crashed 60 kilometres east
of Donetsk near Hrabove village in
Ukraine with 298 people on board
(283 passengers and 15 crew). Flight
MH 17 departed Schiphol Airport,
Netherlands, at 12.14 local time
bound for Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Airborne at 10.30 UTC, by 10.53
UTC it had reached a cruising alti-
tude of FL 310, climbing to FL330
after entering Ukrainian airspace, the
altitude it was flying when last con-
tact was made at 13.19 UTC.

The following is a breakdown of
the nationalities of the victims:

189 Netherlands, 44 Malaysia,
28 Australia, 12 Indonensia, 10 UK,
4 Belgium, 4 Germany, 3 Philippines,
1 Canada, 1 New Zealand. At time of
writing four persons remained to be
identified.

Foolish accusations

No balanced appraisal made
by a responsible person or news
outlet worth reading will jump to

conclusions yet as to who or what
is to blame for the incident, until a
thorough and objective investiga-
tion is launched and concluded. The
anti-Kiev forces operating in the area
were quick to state that they support
such an investigation.

For its part, the Russian Defence
Ministry states categorically that no
units of the Russian Armed Forces
were involved in the incident (of
course, why should they be anyway
because Russia does not control
events in Eastern Ukraine, neither do
the Eastern Ukrainians need Russia
to pursue their goals):

“One should pay attention to the
fact that Boeing 777 was conduct-
ing the flight beyond the range of
air defence systems of the Russian
Federation. The aircraft was flying
in the airspace of Ukraine, under the
control of its air traffic management
system”.

Furthermore, the Russian
Defence Ministry states:

“In view of the objective investi-
gation of the air crash of the Boeing
777 that crashed on the territory of
Ukraine, it is necessary to conduct
thorough investigation with the
involvement of representatives of
all interested international organi-
sations. According to the Russian
Defence Ministry, there are units of
the Ukrainian Armed Forces on the
disaster area; the units are armed
with anti-aircraft missile systems
Buk-M1. In the area of north west-
ern outskirts of Donetsk, divisions
of the 156th anti-aircraft missile
regiment of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine are deployed, with 27 Buk
M1 complexes.

“These complexes, on their tac-
tical and technical characteristics,
are capable of detecting air targets
at distances of up to 160 kilometres
and striking them at all altitudes at a
range of over 30 kilometres. Moreo-
ver, in the skies over the Donetsk
region, aircraft of the Ukrainian Air
Force equipped with different types

Strikes will
be “"near-
impossible”

Luke James

BRITAIN: A Tory strike ban
pledge unveiled as the Toldpuddle
Martyr’s festival began last week
“will make legal strikes close to
impossible,” TUC general secre-
tary Frances O’Grady said. Ms
O’Grady said that conservative
plans for a strike vote turnout
threshold of 50 percent would
“fundamentally shift the balance
of power” behind bosses and see
pay slump — even for people who
have never been in a union.

And she hit back at other meas-
ures revealed in the new Tory mani-
festo, which was published even as
thousands gathered to remember
one of Britain’s most historic bat-
tles for union rights at Tolpuddle in
Dorset.

Unions will be forced to carry

out complicated strike ballots that
require members to vote on minute
details of disputes under the Tory
proposals.

Bosses must be given 14 days’
notice of a strike rather than the
current seven and mandates will be
limited to three months.

And even if unions meet the
threshold, members could face
criminal charges if they break strict
new picketing rules. Tolpuddle
celebrates six farm workers who
were transported to Australia for the
crime of forming a union to boost
their pay, which was the equivalent
of 30p a week in today’s money.

“Today Conservative politicians
are threatening to change the law on
ballots to stop workers from taking
strike action against low pay,” said
Ms O’Grady.

Morning Star &

of missiles are constantly present.
This is an undeniable fact.

“Statements from official Kiev
saying that those complexes or air-
craft did not open fire on air targets
raise serious doubts. In such a short
period of time, making such une-
quivocal conclusions under the con-
ditions of fierce fighting in the area is
impossible. Such responsible state-
ments that entail serious legal conse-
quences, require full investigation”.
Questions and issues

1. The story of the Ukrain-
ian Air Force fighter jets reportedly
seen accompanying MH17, the fact
that eye witnesses claim they heard
shots before the explosion and the
taking over of Air Traffic Control by
unknown persons;

2. The rumours that President
Putin was believed to be flying over
the same route at the time: Malay-
sia Airlines confirms “A flight from
a different carrier was on the same
route at the time of the MH17 inci-
dent”. Sources who have asked not
to be named have claimed that the
Russian President’s aircraft has very
similar contours and colouring to
MH17 and that both aircraft inter-
sected at the same point and altitude
at a similar time. It was 200 miles
behind MH 17. In the event it did not
fly over Ukraine, but the trajectory
could have fooled those who wanted
to murder President Putin. NATO?;

3. Kiev’s wrath against anti-
Kiev commander Bes, who operates
precisely in the area of the downed
jetliner and the video tape of a sup-
posed conversation between him and
subordinates, uploaded five hours

after the crash but placing the time
of the crash 35 minutes before it actu-
ally took place. The log of the video
shows it was made on July 16, so one
day before the incident took place;

4. The video of a recorded con-
versation between a Ukrainian mili-
tary pilot and command flying in the
area at the same time;

5. The question of the BUK-M1
9K37 (Gadfly/SA-11) Missile
system, which is a sophisticated
piece of weaponry. The BUK sur-
face-to-air missile system was devel-
oped in 1979. It consists of a Target
Acquisition Radar (TAR), a Trans-
porter Erector Launcher And Radar
(TELAR) and a Transporter Erector
Launcher (TEL). It is not a hand-held
or shoulder-launched missile one can
buy for US$50,000 from any arms
dealer. It is a sophisticated piece of
equipment used by States.

If the anti-Kiev forces did use
such a system, then those who use
a BUK-M1 know how to differenti-
ate between a military aircraft and a
civilian one. A trigger-happy pilot
might not.

6. The South-Eastern anti-Kiev
forces have stated categorically that
their own missile systems do not
operate above 10,000 feet, much less
at over 30,000 feet.

7. Why was the aircraft flying
over a war zone, where ten aircraft
have been downed recently?

8. If surface-to-air missiles
create round holes in the fuselage of
the target, and air-air missiles create
arrow-shaped forms, then why does
the MH 17 have arrow-shaped forms
in the fuselage?

9. Why does the downed aircraft
show cladding damage characteris-
tic with pin and shrapnel warheads
(air-to-air systems), much more char-
acteristic of R-27 TOPOR or R-73
missiles used on the Ukraine military
MIG-29 and SU-27 aircraft?

The answer to all these ques-
tions is a full and complete, objective
investigation. Russia has stated this
is a priority, the anti-Kiev forces in
South-East Ukraine have stated this
is a priority.

How can any serious west-
ern news outlet start a blame game
before all these issues are investi-
gated? Over 1,000 civilians have
been murdered by the Kiev regime in
recent months. Military hardware is
being used against civilians (a NATO
modus operandi). Just today, the Kiev
Junta murdered 44 civilians (women,
children included) and wounded 255
others, in Lugansk. Random shelling.

And a western “news” outlet
runs a headline “Putin’s missile”.
Apart from sheer stupidity by a like-
headed outlet for like-headed read-
ers, what a total lack of respect for
the victims and their families, trying
to score points from a tragedy. After
Iraq, after Libya, after Syria, would
anyone seriously rule out a NATO
attempt to murder President Putin?

The answer is not a categorical
YES, or NO. It is an investigation.
One thing is clear: President Putin
was not responsible, for which reason
the British news outlet running that
headline should be sued? Or lose its
readership. Not in the UK. It will be
seen as an authority.

Pravda.ru &
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The Israeli occupation forces
launched their ground invasion
of Gaza, Palestine, following ten
days of aerial assault. At the time
of going to press, the Israeli forces
with their US-made and funded
weaponry, had taken the lives of
600 Palestinians and the number
was still rising. The Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine
issued the following statement
(slightly abridged):

The occupation’s assault has
included the targeting of children and
elders, attacking schools, mosques,
hospitals, family homes, and care
centres for people with disabilities.
Today alone, the Israeli forces tar-
geted and bombed a rehabilitation
hospital after killing eight children
and four adults elsewhere in Gaza.
They have taken the lives of fami-
lies, demolished over 800 homes and
severely damaged over 18,000 more,
destroyed infrastructure, targeted
critical resources and have relent-
lessly made use of their US-funded
and supported killing machine target-
ing the Palestinian people.

Despite the brutal assault on
Gaza, Palestinians in Gaza — and
throughout occupied Palestine and
in exile — have continued to resist
and to reject the occupier’s logic that
through death and destruction they
will force us to accept surrender and
die quietly. The Palestinian people
in Gaza are committed to resist the
occupier by all means and never to
give up that resistance until victory,
despite the attempts of the occupier
to separate our resistance from our
people through deadly force.

Throughout this assault, the Arab
people and the people of the world,
in massive numbers, have taken to
the streets. Tens of thousands have
marched in Cape Town, in Paris, in
London, in Stockholm, in Tunis, in
Istanbul, in San Francisco, in Santia-
g0, in Caracas, in Chicago, in Mexico
City, in New York, in The Hague,
in Yemen, in Jakarta, in Sydney. In
hundreds of cities and towns around
the world, the voice of the people
has been heard rejecting the impe-
rialist and Zionist assault on the
Palestinian people and demanding
an end to the complicity, silence and

direct participation of the imperial-

ist powers, international institutions,

and war-profiteering corporations in
the assault on Palestine.

Now, it is time to escalate the
international resistance. The tanks
are rolling into Gaza. The occupier’s
embassies and consulates must not
be allowed to operate as normal and
engage in business as usual while its
forces are conducting a murderous
occupation.

US imperial power must not
continue uninterrupted around the
world while it provides the econom-
ic, political and military support that
runs the killing machine — in fact, the
US imperialists” Congress have just
passed a bill to provide more money
and more funding to make the occu-
pation’s killing machine even more
lethal against the Palestinian and
Arab people.

The war-profiteering corpora-
tions that are making a financial
killing on the killing of our people
must not continue to see nothing
but benefit for their involvement in
murder, torture, apartheid, racism
and occupation.

It is time to continue to take to
the streets, and escalate the struggle:

Friendly and progressive govern-
ments of the world must cut their ties
with the occupation state, close its
embassies and recall their ambassa-
dors, fully isolate, boycott and reject
the criminal apartheid racist illegiti-
mate settler-colonial state that is mas-
sacring Palestinians.

The reactionary Arab regimes
must no longer be permitted to
engage in diplomatic relations with
the occupation state and host its
embassies and ambassadors while it
is killing Palestinians. All occupation
embassies in Arab nations must be
shut — permanently.

And our call to the people of the
world, the millions who have taken to
the streets, who have raised the Pal-
estinian flag alongside the sons and
daughters of Palestine in exile and
Diaspora in every city and country of
the world, we call upon you to:

* Occupy Israeli embassies and
consulates — shut them down,
close their doors, prevent them
from engaging in business as

International

usual. The occupation state

must be entirely boycotted and

isolated, and fully rejected as

the illegitimate settler-colonial

occupier that it is.

e Occupy US embassies and
consulates — US imperialism

is the principal sponsor of the
killer occupation in Palestine and
it must be held accountable by
the people of the world for its
crimes, not only in Palestine but
throughout the world.

Take the profits from the hands of
the killer corporations — already
protesters are confronting these
killer corporations like Boeing,
Lockheed Martin and G4S,
facing arrest in US cities such

as Chicago. These corporations
must face consequences — their
operations interrupted and shut
down. No more profits from
Palestinian blood!

As the resistance in Palestine
escalates so must the resistance of
the world. The occupation and its
sponsors must not be permitted to
continue their criminal slaughter of
our people — now in its latest stage
after over 66 years of murder, repres-
sion, occupation, apartheid, racism
and dispossession — without con-
sequence and without meaningful
blows to their ability to function. It
is time to shut them down, and for the
resistance of the people of the world
to be heard alongside the resistance
of Palestine.

They shall not pass! Gaza shall
not fall! From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free!
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On July 12, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
denounced the US and South Korea’s plans to hold joint mili-
tary exercises from July 16-22 in the southern waters off the
Korean Peninsula. The DPRK condemned the exercises as an
open provocation. An unnamed spokesperson of the DPRK’s
National Defence Commission added that the upcoming exer-
cises exposed the US and South Korea’s intention of creating
political divisions and hostilities, and that it was their response
to the DPRK’s recent appeal for an end to military hostili-
ties and an improvement in north-south relations. In February,
the US sent a nuclear-strike capable B-52 bomber over South
Korea’'s western seas when a family reunion of the north and
south was taking place. The US has always undermined and
tried to prevent any improvement in north-south relations.

On July 14, China’s central government approved a financial plan
worth approximately US$42,000 to 550 poverty-stricken students
in Lhasa, Tibet, offering them free glasses and optometry support
according to TAR Quality Association. The central government has
been offering financial support of this plan since 2012, every stu-
dent in poverty is qualified to apply for support, and the qualified
students receive free optometry and a pair of glasses worth US$66.

At a press conference on July 16, China’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hong Lei strongly opposed British officials holding meetings
with Hong Kong opposition representatives. Separatists in Hong
Kong, supported by foreign reactionary forces intend to rewrite and
violate Hong Kong’s Basic Law, change the election methods and
promote Hong Kong’s independence. Hong said that British Deputy
Prime Minister Nick Clegg and Minister of State with Foreign and
Commonwealth Office Hugo Swire met two members of the former
British colonial government of Hong Kong — former chief secretary
Anson Chan Fang On-sang and former Hong Kong Legislative Council
member Martin Lee Chu-ming. Hong added that since Hong Kong’s
return to China 17 years ago, its achievements and stability have
been recognised by all. He stressed that, “Hong Kong’s affairs fall
within China’s internal affairs. China firmly opposes any interference
in Hong Kong'’s affairs by any country under any pretext whatsoever”.

Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung issued an instruc-
tion on July 16, asking the heads of Party Committees and
administrations at all levels to personally ensure the implementa-
tion of building a new-style rural area program. The program aims
to develop Vietnam’s rural areas into a new-style model and make
them more sustainable. It intends to enhance the quality of agricul-
ture planning based on the specific characteristics of the regions
and vocational training for rural labourers. The program has 19
national criteria, such as building infrastructure and public works,
protecting the environment and improving production capacity.

On July 16, the Indonesian military was put on the highest alert
because of a possible clash between supporters of the presiden-
tial candidates Joko Widodo and Prabowo Subianto following the
official announcement of the election result on July 22. The mili-
tary has deployed 23,000 personnel from the army, navy and
the air force and another 10,000 reserves to “secure stabil-
ity” of the country and the election outcome. Both presidential
candidates have claimed victory in the election. Indonesian Military
commander General Moeldoko said that the military would take
responsibility for maintaining the country’s order and that it had
always been the determining force in leading the nation. In fact,
its military has in the past undermined the democratic process.
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Justice for Palestine

What country would put up with
rockets being fired at it, Israel
asks? Well, what nation would
put up with its people being dis-
possessed, displaced, disinherited,
occupied, oppressed and massa-
cred without resisting and using
rockets, bullets, bombs, rocks and
fighting back by any other means
necessary.

It is the right and duty of the
occupied people to struggle against
the Israeli repressive system and the
massive military might of the occu-
pying power. Security and peace
for Israel cannot ever come without
justice, security, and peace for Pal-
estinians and the acceptance of the
legitimate human, national, civil,
social and political rights of the Pal-
estinian people.

Steven Katsineris

Water demand of coal
mining in the Hunter

The Lock the Gate Alliance has
welcomed a response by the NSW
Minerals Council in the debate
about the rising water demand of
Hunter Valley coal mines but cau-
tions against taking a state-wide
perspective on a problem that
is having intense effects locally
and regionally, after the release
of research revealed the dramatic
impact coal mining is having on
Hunter water sources.

Looking at the water demand
of coal at a state-wide level glosses
over the profound impacts that our
research has shown the open cut pits
are having on Hunter Valley water
and land.

There are mining leases and
exploration licences over 64% of
the Hunter Valley floor, which is the
most productive place for farming,
and the coal mines now own 55% of
the high security water in the Valley
—leaving farmers vulnerable to water
restrictions during drought.

The impact is most concentrated
where the mines are: the coal mines
own 95% of the high security water
in Glennies Creek, and Camberwell
dairy farmers are speaking out about
the risk that this domination poses to
their businesses.

We welcome debate about
the legacy that the last decade of
unchecked mining has handed Hunter
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Valley farmers and communities —
it’s a long overdue conversation.

Steven Phillips

Lock the Gate Alliance

A land of royal
commissions

The Royal commission attack-
ing the trade union movement is
really an attack against democ-
racy. It seems that every time a
federal conservative government
gets into power lately they call a
royal commission into the trade
unions which in turn also attacks
the opposition Labor party with
the desired outcome of making
sure they get re-elected next
election.

This is really obvious in Vic-
toria where the state conservative
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74 Buckingham Street surry Hills
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government looked like losing the
election to be held in November but
this royal commission might change
the outcome in favour of the con-
servative establishment. The Labor
leader in Victoria is being constantly
attacked by the media for allowing
the CEMFU into its Party rather
than being able to present his poli-
cies for the next election. As much
as we despise the Labor party they
still have some belief in what Lenin
described them as being “liberal”.
The whole of the establishment
is playing its part, from the bourgeois
media to the judiciary. For instance
none of the anti-trade union “wit-
nesses” at the royal commission are
allowed to be cross-examined by
the union’s lawyers. In other words
they can get up there and say what-
ever crap they want and that becomes
headlines the next day as if it is fact,

yet everyone so far presented as a
witness has a questionable history.
Even Boral’s history is shifty with
competitors pushing the ACCC to
pursue them for the same allega-
tions they attack the CEMFU with,
yet where are the headlines? The old
saying that there is one rule for the
rich and one for the poor could not
be better exposed than with this royal
commission.

To use a hundred million dollars
on a vulgar witch-hunt against the
trade unions and to make sure they
get re-elected is a hundred percent
proof that we do not live in a democ-
racy and we need to educate work-
ers to that. The Communist Party
has alternatives to this bourgeois
dictatorship.

H. Patterson
Vie

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY

Vic

by
Rob Gow

The ANZACs were
sacrificed for profit

The centenary of the outbreak of the First
World War has provided right-wing media
and politicians with the opportunity to
promote a whole grab-bag of reactionary
concepts, including militarism, my-country-
right-or-wrong style patriotism, jingoism,
and notions of national superiority.

The democratic ideals represented by the
rebellious miners in the Eureka Stockade, and
the similar progressive ideas that drove the
growth of militant trade unionism among urban
and especially rural workers in Australia in the
half-century before the War, are all swept aside
as unimportant in this propaganda onslaught.

Instead, the participation of Australians
in the predatory wars of British imperialism
is hailed as an example of national “glory”. I
heard someone on radio the other day waxing
enthusiastic about Australia’s involvement in
the Boer War, when the Dutch farmers of the
Orange Free State in South Africa tried (with
some initial success) to resist conquest by Brit-
ish empire-builders intent on seizing territory in
Africa “from the Cape to Cairo”.

The real examples of national glory during
the First World War, the things we can be really
proud of, include the victories of the “NO” vote
in the two referenda that sought to introduce
conscription so that more men could be sent to
fight for “the Empire”. The anti-conscription
struggle was waged in the face of propaganda
that claimed it was unpatriotic, a betrayal of the
“mother country” and simply cowardice.

The push for conscription was led by the

Prime Minister, one Billy Hughes, a former
trade unionist and Labor MP who ratted on the
ALP to become an arch-reactionary, pro-impe-
rialist right-winger. His support for conscrip-
tion and “the Empire” split the ALP. Despite
all the propaganda, however, a majority of the
Australian people held firm to their beliefs
and refused to agree to their young men being
forced to take part in the deadly military adven-
tures of the ruling class.

Early in the War, the British government, on
behalf of British banks and investors, became
concerned at the possibility of Germany gain-
ing control over Russia’s deposits of iron ore
and coal. These had been coveted by British
companies like Royal Dutch Shell for some
time, and now — under war conditions — it was
possible to do something about them. The result
was the doomed attempt to seize the Gallipoli
peninsula and force the Dardanelles.

Had it succeeded, a British fleet could
have sailed into the Black Sea and “inter-
vened” to take control of these precious indus-
trial resources from Russia, on the pretext of
saving them from Germany. Henri Deterding
of Royal Dutch Shell revived this plan a decade
later when he bought up the worthless stock
of pre-revolutionary Russian companies that
had owned the iron and coal of the Donbas and
sought to encourage the anti-Soviet British gov-
ernment to invade the fledgling USSR.

Britain, France, the USA and Japan had all
joined in the invasion of revolutionary Russia
at the end of the World War, but a combination
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of heroic determination and tenacity on the part
of the Russian people and international solidar-
ity by workers around the world forced them to
withdraw (although the Japanese troops were
not finally expelled from Siberia until 1921).
The possibility of a new war against the Soviet
republic at the end of the ’20s was for a time
very real. Instead, and unfortunately for impe-
rialism, the Great Depression broke out, and
capitalism had other things to worry about.

In 1915, however, this was still in the
future. Churchill, that ardent imperialist, cham-
pioned the forcing of the Dardanelles from his
position as First Lord of the Admiralty. British,
French and Dominion troops (volunteers from
Australia and New Zealand) would be landed at
points along the coast of Gallipoli, to seize the
peninsula and thus gain control of the Bosporus
and the entrance to the Black Sea.

Like so many campaigns of the Great War,
it probably looked simple on paper, when the
movement of men and materiel was a matter
of drawing arrows on a map and the carnage of
artillery shells and machine-gun fire could not be
seen. Also not seen was the effect of the ocean
current which carried the ANZACs (the com-
bined force of Australians and New Zealanders)
to the wrong beach, landing them at the foot of
precipitous cliffs instead of a gentle slope.

The invasion was a seriously flawed opera-
tion in other ways. A significant time prior to
the landings, the Royal Navy had bombarded
the chosen sector of the Gallipoli coast, and
then sailed away. The Turkish defenders, thus

alerted, were given plenty of time to reinforce
their numbers and also to strengthen their for-
tifications, etc.

The soldiers who had to fight their way off
the beach and up the cliff had been told that
they were going to free Gallipoli from “the
Turk”, an alien, racially inferior element that
had apparently somehow seized the region.
They soon discovered the reality to be very
different. The Turkish troops were fighting to
defend their country against foreign invaders
(the ANZAC:S), and fought accordingly.

Unable to clear the enemy from the penin-
sula after eight months of tenacious fighting,
the whole sorry project was finally aborted,
and the invaders once again took to their ships.
They were sent to the Western Front, to the Hell
that was Ypres and Verdun.

The spin-doctors of capitalism have tried to
portray this costly failure as something noble
and glorious, an event we can all be proud
of. However, the courage and sacrifice of the
soldiers who took part, the deaths, severed
limbs, pain and suffering, were extracted in the
interests of corporate profit, of improving the
“bottom line” of big companies for whom the
Great War was a financial bonanza.

I prefer to think that the fact that the Aus-
tralian people resolutely refused to allow
people to be forced to take part in this butchery
is something that we can all be very proud of,
and something that this nation should celebrate,
on the anniversary of the first conscription ref-
erendum (October 28, 1916) perhaps. &
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I I alf a century or so ago, aer-

oplanes used to disappear
quite often. Kingsford Smith, Amy
Johnson, Glen Miller, are just a few
of those who took off in an aeroplane
and simply vanished. Over the years
since then, however, planes have
gotten bigger and more sophisti-
cated while systems of communica-
tion have gone ahead by leaps and
bounds. Today, it is almost unheard
of for a plane to simply vanish with-
out trace.

Almost, but not quite. The dis-
appearance of Malaysian Airlines
Flight MH370 shocked the world as
much because it could still happen as
for the loss of life involved. In an era
of smart-phones and sat-nav, how can
a 270-ton passenger jet just vanish
into thin air?

Where Is Flight MH370? (SBS
ONE Monday July 28 at 8.30pm)
is a detailed look at the search for the
missing jet. It was a flight from Kuala
Lumpur to Beijing, so why are they
searching the southern Indian Ocean?
That is apparently thanks to a team
at private satellite company Inmarsat
who explain how they worked out the
plane’s last movements and how it
appears to have ended its flight in the
Southern Indian Ocean after flying
for over seven hours.

Using the timeline of what hap-
pened to MH370 as its narrative
structure, this documentary looks
at the technology used to follow its
final path, and also meets scientists

working on new technologies that
mean, in the future, a plane should
never go “missing” again.

The documentary starts with the
moment the plane disappears off the
radar in the South China Sea, asking
how this could happen. It also discov-
ers some parts of the Next Generation
Air Transport System that ultimately
will allow air traffic controllers to
follow planes in great detail.

Finally, the documentary looks
at the future: in the age of the data
cloud, could flight data be streamed
directly from an aircraft, ending the
need to retrieve an actual black box
from a crash site? Can science devel-
op the 21st century world we thought
we lived in — a world in which noth-
ing will ever be lost again?

In the mid 20th century, an

observational documentary
series began which looked at the
same group of people beginning
when they were only seven years old
and returning to them every seven
years. It was called Seven Up and
was innovative and informative and
was much copied. Its most recent
Australian clone has been the Life
series, a study of 10,000 Australian
children who have been filmed since
their first year of life.

The series returns with two
episodes examining Life At Nine
(ABC1 Tuesdays from July 29 at
8.30pm) as eight Australian children
negotiate life in the rapidly chang-
ing world of late childhood. Life
throws all our nine year-olds their
fair share of ups and downs. But this
series is not just observational. It is
resolutely determined to be seen as
serious scientific research, and con-
sequently often has much of the feel
of a lecture with pictures rather than
a documentary.

Research has apparently pin-
pointed two childhood predictors for
success later in life: Independence
and Creativity. So the kids in Life
At Nine are tested for both, undergo-
ing developmental and behavioural
experiments with child psychologist,
Dr Marc de Rosnay and creativity
expert, Dr David Cropley. How inde-
pendently do they think? What kind
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Damien Mander, Sabour Bradley and rhinos — Head First (ABC1 Wednesday July 16 at 8.30pm).

of praise equips children to cope with
failure? And can kids improve their
creativity levels in just one day?
Their parents are put under the
microscope too. How much freedom
are they giving their kids to make
their own decisions? And are today’s
kids less creative than their parents?
For a series about children I found it
singularly devoid of charm, with the
“talking heads” of the various experts
far more intrusive than usual.
here’s a war on animals hap-
pening in Africa right now,
waged by well-armed poachers and
funded by international criminal
syndicates. There is a lot of money
to be made catering to fallacious
beliefs in Asia that rhino horn is
everything from an aphrodisiac to
a cure for cancer. And while that
money is available, the world’s great
game reserves are literally under
siege. If left unchecked it will mean
the extinction of the Black Rhino by
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2025, with elephants, lions and leop-
ards to follow.

Zimbabwe’s game-park rangers
are fighting back with military tactics
and weapons, and Sabour Bradley
takes us there in this week’s Head
First (ABC1 Wednesday July 30 at
8.30pm), to meet an Australian ex-
commando named Damien Mander
who leads the anti-poaching unit on
the frontlines at the Stanley & Liv-
ingston Wildlife Reserve.

But it is a deadly war, with half
a dozen rangers killed in Kruger
National Park only a week after Bra-
dley’s team finished filming. There is
a huge poaching problem and only a
handful of rangers, and clearly coun-
tries like Australia, instead of pouring
money into preparing for war with
China could do a lot of good for our-
selves by supporting the efforts to
defend Africa’s big game.

According to European police,
Australia is a key destination on

the rhino horn black market. Zim-
babwe’s rangers are obviously in
need of reinforcements: what a great
training opportunity for the Austral-
ian army. But as some of the existing
Zimbabwean rangers tell Bradley,
what the local people really need are
jobs. Then they will be able to send
the poachers (and their money) pack-
ing. But while locals poach smaller
game to feed their families, those
who poach big game for profit will
find willing helpers.

The episode is interesting,
and refreshingly free of any of the
now-almost mandatory propaganda
against the government of Robert
Mugabe, but the overall picture it
paints is not promising. There is a
dire need for more money and more
people to be involved in this cam-
paign, or the great game animals of
Africa will exist only in foreign zoos,
destroyed for short-term profit. &
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The Great (Trade) War

Rob Gowland

Politicians and the mass media
are leaping on the bandwagon of
“commemorating” the outbreak
of World War One. As Jeremy
Seabrook’s article from Third
World Resurgence, reproduced
on the back page of last week’s
issue of this paper, pointed out,
“a campaign has been under
way in Britain and a number of
other countries to project this war
between rival imperial powers as a
necessary and just war”.

This attempted refurbishing of
the Great War (as it was known at
the time) as something noble, even
glorious, echoes the way it was
presented to the inhabitants of the
belligerent countries themselves: it
was sold as a war of defence, a war
to save “gallant little Belgium” from
the Hun, and ultimately as “the war
to end war”, none of which were true.

Lenin correctly identified the
nature of the Great War when he
described it as “a trade war”, a war
between capitalist powers in the
age of imperialism for markets and
colonies.

It had been brewing for 25
years. As capitalism develops in any
particular country, it soon reaches a
point where its accumulated profits
can no longer be successfully (i.e.
profitably) invested at home but
must seek investment opportunities
abroad. These may be investments
in foreign companies or most
profitably acquisition of colonies.
Colonies provide exclusive access to
raw materials and also markets for
finished products from one’s own
factories. Only when a capitalist
country reaches this stage can it
be described as having attained
the imperialist stage, what Lenin
designated “the highest stage of
capitalism”.

The consolidation of capitalism
in the 19th century saw virtually the
whole world divided up — as either
colonies or “spheres of influence” —
between the European Powers plus
Japan and the USA. Germany —
previously a heterogeneous collection
of independent principalities, only
became unified in the latter half of the

Q .

century, so — like Japan and the USA
— came late to empire building. The
three most extensive and profitable
of the colonial empires were those
of Britain, France and Russia.
Other European countries — Spain,
Portugal, Belgium, the Netherlands,
and Germany — as well as Turkey,
also had colonies scattered across
the world.

Russia too had only abandoned
feudalism in the late 19™ century,
to embrace the development of
capitalism instead. Its ruling class,
both feudal and emerging trade-
based, were determined to protect its
vast colonial possessions in Central
Asia and Siberia. They had already
suffered a humiliating defeat at the
hands of Japan in 1905.

Japan claimed Korea and Taiwan
as its own while the USA lorded it
over the Philippines, Panama and
parts of the Caribbean, and under
the so-called “Monroe Doctrine”
barred any European or Asian power
from establishing new colonies in
Central or South America. British
and German capital however waged
a fierce financial war for economic
dominance over South American
trade and commerce.

Rivalry

Rivalry between the capitalist
powers for raw materials and markets
was inevitable. German capital in
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particular wanted its rivals’ colonies
“reassigned” while British capital
was equally determined to prevent
German capital from threatening
its leading position in the world.
Russia, ally of France and Britain,
was also aware that the most likely
way for Germany to seek to obtain
land and raw materials was expand to
the East, into Russia’s bread-basket
the Ukraine and from there into the
sources of Russian coal and iron,
the Donbas. Any rearrangement of
the world’s empires could only be
achieved by war.

And here one needs to remember
that an additional impetus towards
war was provided by the proprietors
of the industries that would profit
the most from war itself: iron and
steel, petro-chemicals and of course
armaments. The developing arms
race was boosting their coffers most
handsomely, but actual war would
increase their profits exponentially.
In the decade before 1914, they
used their considerable influence
to promote aggressive “gunboat
diplomacy” wherever possible.

The world socialist movement
observed the growing threat of war
with alarm and determination to
oppose it. And for many years did
so with vigour and fine words. But
when the heir to the Austrian throne
was assassinated in Sarajevo on June
28, 1914 by a Serbian nationalist,
bellicosity won the day almost
without contest.

Russia was allied to Serbia,
Germany was allied to Austria, as
was Turkey. Britain and France were
allied to Russia. But, as we have
seen, treaty obligations were the
least of their reasons for going to
war. Britain, and the British Empire
of which Australia was a part, had a
problem however. They could hardly
try to sell the war to their population
on the grounds that the people should
risk their lives to prevent German
capital from interfering with the
investment opportunities of the City
of London. They needed some other
pretext. They found it in Belgium.

The European powers had signed
a treaty in 1839 guaranteeing Belgian
neutrality. When Germany sought
to strike at Serbia’s ally France
in 1914, the German authorities
sought Belgian permission to march

through the country on their way to
France. Belgium refused permission
so Germany invaded Belgium and
headed for France anyway.

Britain had a secret treaty with
Belgium such that in the event of
war between Britain and Germany,
British troops could march through
Belgium to attack Germany. Belgian
neutrality was clearly a fiction as
far as the British leadership was
concerned , but “defending” it against
the rapacious Hun was an effective
and emotive tool for persuading the
British people that participation in
the war was right.

As the various European powers
took the opportunity to foment
patriotic fervour and declare war
on one another and so launch their
economies onto the war footing
that they had been striving so
long to achieve, the various social
democrat parties fell into line and
gave their support to the war. Only
Lenin’s Bolsheviks in Russia and
the Spartacus League of Rosa
Luxembourg and Karl Liebknecht in
Germany stood up to denounce the
war as an anti-working class conflict.

The war eventually spread across
the world, but was not referred to as
a World War until after the Armistice
in 1918. In the meantime 11 million
people had died and disaffection
with the elements of the ruling class
deemed most responsible for the
conflict had grown apace, so much
so that as monarchies collapsed
and governments were overthrown,
imperialism itself took fright.

There were mutinies against the
war as early as 1916 on the Western
Front. By the beginning of 1917, the
Russian Empire, still dominated by a
rich aristocracy, and with a vast army
incompetently led (like the British
army) by officers who owed their
rank to their birth and connections
rather than to any military ability, had
collapsed. Russian capitalists ousted
the aristocrats (including the Tsar)
and declared a (bourgeois) republic,
but then wanted the Russian people
to go on fighting Germany on behalf
of Russian capital.

By October 1917, Socialist
Revolution had swept Petrograd, the
capital, and rapidly spread across
the country. American capitalists,
alarmed by the turn of events,

Guardian

saw their loans to the European
belligerents threatened and moved
to bring the USA into the war as an
active participant. The sinking of the
Lusitania provided the pretext they
needed. By the middle of 1918, the
USA was in action on the Western
Front, mutinies and revolutionary
agitation were everywhere, and the
Soviet “experiment” was arousing
interest among workers all around
the world.

By late in 1918, revolution
had actually broken out in Austria-
Hungary, bringing that empire to an
end. The Hungarian Communist Bela
Kun led the workers of Budapest
in forming a Soviet Republic. The
German people too had had enough
and the Kaiser fled. Red Revolution
swept Germany, and German troops
on the Eastern Front slung their rifles
over their shoulders with the barrels
pointing to the ground and resolutely
marched home singing revolutionary
songs.

Imperialism realised it faced a
new enemy, an armed class enemy,
and hastily brought the war to a
close on the Western Front, with an
armistice to allow the troops of its
late enemy, the Central Powers, to
crush the revolts in Hungary, Austria
and Germany. Meanwhile the USA,
Britain and 12 other countries sent
troops to Russia to crush the Soviet
Revolution there too.

But that was a step too far. The
people had had enough of war. The
horror and waste of the Great War
was all too clear to too many people.
They demanded the troops come
home, that their governments get
their “hands off Russia”, and that
they get on with establishing the
peaceful world they had promised.

There was nothing glorious
about the Great War. There was
sacrifice and heroism aplenty by
the men in the trenches, at sea and
in the air. But it was a war brought
on by the captains of industry and
commerce in order to boost profits
and secure markets. It was, as Lenin
said, a trade war. And the 11 million
who were sent to their deaths, and
the millions more whose lives were
damaged by it, are a cost that should
never be forgotten or forgiven. It is a
cost charged exclusively to capitalist
greed. @&
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