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Foreign Minister Julie Bishop joined press
columnists recently in pointing out 21st
Century parallels to the build up to World
War One. She noted that seemingly random
events could unleash a calamitous chain of
events — a reference to the assassination
of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand
in Sarajevo by Serb nationalist Gavrilo
Princip on June 28, 1914. She warned that
territorial claims in the region need to be
handled carefully to prevent them ending
in armed confrontation.

Fine sentiments but the looming anniversary
of the outbreak of WW 1 has many other lessons
about the prevention of war — lessons about
the militarisation of societies, the launching
of an arms race with perceived rivals and the
stitching up of allegedly defensive alliances
that are clearly about fighting a war. On these
questions the Abbott government’s aggressive
actions speak louder than words.

War fighting allies

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe will
visit Australia this week. Abbott will return the
hospitality he received during his visit to Japan
in April. A new defence cooperation agreement
will be signed taking the growing US-Japan-
Australia alliance to a new stage and the “free
trade” agreement signed during Abbott’s
tour of Japan will be ratified. Economic and
military bonds between imperialist countries
go hand-in-hand.

As a result of discussions with Abe, a
trilateral dialogue may take place on the
sidelines of the East Asia Summit to be held in
Myanmar later in the year. Discussions about
“defence” technologies will be progressed.

Submarine building will be on the agenda
including the sharing of innovations from the
4,200 tonne Soryu class submarine. Australia is
projected to have 12 new generation submarines
in service by 2030 at a cost of $36 billion. And
Mr Abe will receive all the sympathy he could
wish for in relation to “concerns” about China
and every encouragement to move further away
from Japan’s post WW?2 pacifist constitution. It
will be a packed agenda with a military theme.

Another partner in the project of shoring
up US influence in the Asia Pacific and
Indian Ocean regions is newly elected right-
wing Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He will visit Australia in November and top
of the list of topics to be discussed will be
the strengthening of the military cooperation
between Australia and India including full
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War preparations
Australia’s military role

Some of the around 8,000
people who took part in
the anti-budget rally in
Sydney last Sunday. They
stood in solidarity all
across NSV, in Lismore,
Newcastle, Albury,
Wodonga and in countless
other communities. Tens of
thousands more protestors
took part in similar

states, putting the Abbott
government on notice that
Australians will not accept
its brutal austerity plans.
(Photo: Tom Pearson)

bilateral naval exercises, intelligence sharing
and an agreement regarding Australian uranium
exports to India.

The Abbott government will give full
support for the increasingly bellicose language
Indian ministers are using about cross border
tensions with China. The Indian government
claims China is continuing to make incursions
into Indian administered Kashmir. In 1962, the
corporate media happily played along with the
Indian government’s propaganda about “human
waves” of People’s Liberation Army soldiers
storming across India’s north-eastern border.
The reports were usually filed from the distant
vantage point of Delhi.

Belligerence from Indian officialdom is
back. “Next time the response will not be fudge
or denial,” chief spokesman for Mr Modi’s
Bharatiya Jana Sangh Party said recently for the
attention of his Chinese neighbours. “You are
playing chess, but the knights are fully armed.”
In defiance of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, India is a nuclear weapons-armed state.
Seeing that a military alliance is in the offing,
the US and Australia are happy to ignore this
violation of international law. This will be
made clear during Mr Modi’s visit. Moves for
Australian uranium sales to India are well under
way.

Playing the generous host
Australia is not a two-bit military power.

It is now the seventh largest importer of major

arms in the world. Purchases of large scale

weapons such as warships, fighter planes and
tanks jumped 83 percent in the five years to
2013. Australia buys 10 percent of US military
production and is a good customer for killing
machines from the UK, France, Germany,
Spain, Sweden and Israel. Defence was the only
area of government spending spared from cuts
in Hockey’s horror budget in May — in fact it
got a six percent boost.

Australia’s military will purchase an extra
58 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters from the US at
a cost of $12.4 billion and hopes to provide a
service hub for other countries in the region
committed to buying the aircraft. Abbott
is keen to “expand cooperation on ballistic
missile defence”, as a White House statement
put it following Abbott’s recent visit to the US.
The installation of advanced ballistic missiles
aboard the navy’s new air warfare destroyers is
no longer a taboo subject.

The list of other items made to order for the
Pentagon goes on and on. The new US Marines
base at Darwin will host more rotations.
There will be more frequent visits from US
bombers and refuelling aircraft to RAAF
bases Learmonth and Tindal. Julie Bishop
mentioned new measures for “working closely
on our joint aims in space” during her address
to the Alliance 21 conference held in Canberra
last month. As well as further cooperation for
intelligence gathering to combat “terrorism”,
there will be new assets built in Western
Australia for the use of US military planners — a
radar station and a space surveillance telescope.

Nerves start to show

The blunt talk from regional leaders
about China’s alleged “threat to freedom of
navigation”, increased “aggressiveness” in
disputes with its neighbour over disputed island
territory and “border incursions” into India has
an alarming tone. While the term “rebalance”
is used to describe the US military’s “Pivot”
to the Asia Pacific and Indian Ocean regions,
the intention is clearly to contain the growing
influence of the People’s Republic ahead of
more direct confrontation.

Former PM Malcolm Fraser speaks for
many, including a growing number of captains
of industry, when he said that we must ditch the
US alliance. It is pointedly directed at China
and risks dragging Australia into a war solely in
the business interests of the US. This makes no
sense seeing PRC is our major trading partner
and has done nothing to provoke a military
response from Australia. But on the other side
of'the Pacific, the possible future US President,
Hilary Clinton, is putting the opposite position
plainly — we have to choose, it’s either the US or
China. Of course, in her world it’s not possible
to pursue an independent foreign policy based
on friendly relations, solidarity and mutually
beneficial trade.

Julie Bishop made it clear in her Alliance 21
speech — the Abbott government favours the US
alliance and war. This is a massive, confronting
challenge to all Australians to build a powerful
anti-war movement in this country. &
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Class attack

Kevin Andrews, the former Howard Minister who brought in the
horrendous anti-worker, anti-union WorkChoices, has carriage of the
Coalition government’s “end of the age of entitlement” agenda. He
is now the Minister for Social Services — a job without a future if the
government’s policies are implemented. The Murdoch and other media
are backing the government’s offensive, stigmatising and demonising
welfare recipients as bludgers, slackers, rorters, leaning on society
(not “lifters”), as undeserving and to blame for their own position
of disadvantage.

The 2014-15 budget began the government’s offensive on the “lean-
ers” but revealed its true, ruling class colours, when it came to more
corporate tax cuts, the new “help the rich” parental leave system, a
boost in military spending from around $30 billion to $40 billion and
continuation of the fossil fuel rebate for mining companies.

Treasurer Joe Hockey made it clear that the social welfare cuts
in the budget were only the beginning. Abbott last week released an
interim report from a group tasked to carry out a welfare review
for the government, A new System for Better Employment and Social
Outcomes.

The group’s chair, Patrick McClure, in keeping with most of the
other Abbott government appointments, is a devout Catholic and
former CEO of St Vincent de Paul and Mission Australia. “We need
to stop the revolving door of homelessness and poverty and move
them into supported accommodation, assist them with rehabilitation
if they have problems with alcohol and drugs, and get them back into
the mainstream. “If there’s the will of the government, the will of
business community and the wider community to care for those most
vulnerable, we can do anything.” (The Catholic Weekly, 23-03-2003)

These sentiments are expressed throughout the interim report.
The report relies heavily on businesses showing social responsibility
and employing people with mental illness and other disabilities but
fails to back them with details on funding and staffing. After all, one
of the main aims of the government in holding the review is to reduce
social welfare costs. McClure speaks in terms of a “strong emphasis
on incentives to work”, reinforcing the bludger or rorter image.

It looks at how to reduce the number of people on the disability
pension payment or its replacement. “Thirty percent of people on a
disability support pension are people with mental health conditions
and these conditions are often episodic in nature, for example severe
depression or anxiety. In talking with experts in the field ... what
they recommend is a vocational rehabilitation approach, which makes
sense when you think about it,” the review says.

It proposes “a simpler and sustainable” payment system with four
basic types of payment with allowances individually based. This lays
the basis for reclassifying recipients, changing eligibility requirements
and hiding cuts to payments. They will not eliminate the huge inequali-
ties between different types of benefits such as carers, unemployed,
age pensioners, etc. The age pension would remain for those still
eligible. There would be a “tiered working age payment”, “different
tiers of payment could take account of individual circumstances, such
as partial capacity to work, parental responsibilities or limitations on
availability for work because of caring.” It could also widen the gap
between different recipients as people moved up or down the tiers.

“A Disability Support Pension would be reserved only for people
with a permanent impairment and no capacity to work.” Those,
such as with psychological or psychiatric illness whose episodes and
incapacity to work is deemed to be episodic, will be thrown into the
nightmare of Job Search, loss of income, compounding their already
existing disabilities, hardly speeding up entry to non-existence jobs.

The fourth benefit would be a child payment — “a simpler child
payment structure could bring together Family Tax Benefit Part A,
Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY and other payments for dependent chil-
dren and young people.” Again, creating a smokescreen for reducing
benefits and, toughening eligibility requirements.

The government has shut down the position of Disability
Discrimination Commissioner. The sacked Commissioner Graeme
Innes noted in a speech to the National Press Club last week that,
“Forty-five percent of us live in poverty, we rank last among OECD
countries on this score... And while the recent budget makes welfare
harder to get for us ... there is no plan to get us off welfare and into
work. Changes proposed just last weekend [McClure report — Ed]
will place people with episodic disabilities on a different — probably
lower — allowance, but there is still no effective jobs plan. Again, we
are blocked from being lifters.”

PRESS FUND

The whereabouts of 150 Tamil asylum seekers, whose last message
was received from the middle of the Indian Ocean last week, is

still unknown. The Abbott government refuses to confirm or deny
they’ve been transferred by Australian Navy ships to another
vessel from Sri Lanka, to be taken back there against their will like
41 others who were returned last week. Their disappearance at sea
reflects what Tamils fear in Sri Lanka, i.e. being abducted at night
by men in white vans and never heard of again. We intend to bring
you coverage of this story, and particularly the shocking role of the
Abbott government in these events in a coming issue. However, we
badly need your support by way of Press Fund contributions, so
please send us something for the next issue. Many thanks to this
week’s supporters, namely:

Jessie Kiek, in memory of Laurie Kiek $500

Mark Mannion $5, The Iranian Comrades $33, Ron Reed $14,
“Round Figure” $15

This week’s total: $577 Progressive total: $4,687
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Cleaners of Defence buildings
under the Garrison Support con-
tract are waiting to find out if they
will lose their jobs or have pay
cuts because of the federal gov-
ernment’s dumping of the Com-
monwealth Cleaning Services
Guidelines.

The fate of the 50 cleaners is
in limbo following a decision by
Defence not to renew the cleaning
contract of their employer. The clean-
ers are employed in the ACT and
parts of NSW. Under the Guidelines
their jobs and pay rates would have
been protected at change of contract
time.

The Catholic Archbishop of Can-
berra and Goulburn, the Most Rev-
erend Christopher Prowse has urged
the government to protect the pay and
working conditions of government
cleaners, describing them as “new

Aussie Battlers”. (Canberra Times
06-07-2014)

Employment Minister Eric Abetz
rejected the Archbishop’s request
on ABC TV’s Insiders program.
Lyndal Ryan, ACT branch secretary
of United Voice, the cleaners’ union,
said: “On Sunday Eric Abetz repeat-
ed Tony’s Abbott’s Question Time
statement of June 16 that cleaners’
wages have not been cut.

“Now it’s time for Eric Abetz
to confirm the jobs of these 50 Gar-
rison Support contract cleaners will
be secure when the cleaning contract
changes hands on October 1 and that
their pays will not be cut.

“It’s cruel to leave these hard
working cleaners hanging, not
knowing if they will have jobs or if
they will be able to afford their rent
and mortgages when the contract
changes. Eric Abetz must tell them

what will happen to their jobs and
wages.

“I urge the Minister to heed the
advice of experts and to reconsider
his government’s opposition to the
Guidelines. They provide a practical
framework for fair jobs for Govern-
ment cleaners.

“Without them the Minister is
guaranteeing standards will nose-
dive in this industry which has a
documented history of dodgy opera-
tors and widespread exploitation of
cleaners.

“The Minister has extolled the
virtues of a level playing field. The
Guidelines’ level playing field left
government, contractors and cleaners
better off. Unfortunately, Eric Abetz’
level playing field leaves people
worse off and on poverty wages. It
shouldn’t be like that,” says Lyndal
Ryan. &

Uni policies flawed

The Minister for Education Chris-
topher Pyne has dismissed model-
ling of the impacts of deregulating
university fees and imposing real
interest on student debt under-
taken by the National Centre for
Social and Economic Modelling
(NATSEM).

A spokesman for Mr Pyne said
the NATSEM modelling suffered
from the “same terminal flaw” as
previous modelling by the Greens
and the National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU), among others.

Mr Pyne has now dismissed
modelling of the impacts on student
fees and student debt as result of his
proposed deregulation of university
fees and the imposition of real inter-
est on student debt undertaken by
the NTEU, the Greens, Universities
Australia, the National Centre for
Student Equity at Curtin University,
and now NATSEM as being flawed.

It seems that Mr Pyne and his
advisors are trying to discredit
any modelling that show his new
policies will lead to increasing fees,
mounting student debt and inequi-
table impacts on women and others
that take career breaks. Maybe, just
maybe, the modelling is actually
correct and it is Mr Pyne’s policies
that are fatally flawed and which
should be discredited.

That the increased fees used in
the modelling were at the ‘high end’

of any likely increases, despite the
fact that they had claimed they had
not undertaken any modelling of
likely fee increases.

While the NTEU cannot speak
on behalf of modelling undertaken
by other organisations including the
Greens or NATSEM, we can reas-
sure readers that these criticisms
of the NTEU modelling are totally
unfounded. The NTEU modelling
makes it glaringly clear that all of
the estimates are undertaken in cur-
rent 2014 dollar values. That is the
modelling assumes zero inflation
or no increases in prices or wages.
Therefore, any criticisms about
not taking into account projected
increases in nominal income dem-
onstrate a lack of understanding of
basic modelling and therefore are
totally unfounded.

In relation to the second, that is
that the increases in fees used in the
modelling (which in the NTEU’s
cases was $75,000 for a three year
accounting degree) we would
simply refer to the prices universi-
ties currently charge international
students for these degrees which
vary between $60,000 to $90,000
which is showing that his policies
will result in a skyrocketing of the
cost of attending university.

While Mr Pyne might claim that
the nature of the international stu-
dent market will be fundamentally

different to a deregulated domestic
market, we would point to the fact
that Bond University currently
charges domestic undergraduate
students $95,000 to undertake three
accounting, arts and similar degrees
and $317,000 to do a medicine (sur-
gery) and $127,000 to do law. We
would also point out that Navitas
is currently charging domestic stu-
dents between $20,000 and $23,000
for a one year pathway program
which in most cases is equivalent to
first year at partner universities.

In other words, the prospect
of there being many degrees with
price tags of $100,000 degrees is
not unrealistic at all. This would be
especially the case if the modelling
was based on 2020 prices.

The NTEU would suggest
that it is the Department’s model-
ling which assumes that some will
graduate with debts of $30,000
or $40,000 which is flawed and
unrealistic. Even allowing for the
current capped fees and expected
inflation (three percent) between
now and 2020 more than half the
degree would cost in excess of
$30,000. If you allowed for the 20
percent reduction in public fund-
ing then there would be very few
degrees that would cost less than
$30,000. &

July 5 for the Cuban Five

On the fifth of each month supporters of the Cuban 5 come together to call for their release from their unjust
incarceration in the US. Last Saturday supporters in Sydney came together outside the US Embassy in Martin Place.
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Burying Sydney’s
public rail network

Peter Mac

The Baird government has offered
to use the proceeds of the sale of
the NSW electricity infrastructure
(the “poles and wires”) to extend
Sydney’s rail system by 60 per-
cent, if the Coalition is returned
to office next year.

However, the proposal would
involve privatising not only the cru-
cial energy infrastructure but also
the nation’s most extensive urban
rail network, which operates with
remarkable efficiency compared with
privatised rail in Victoria.

The Minister for Transport
Gladys Berejiklia, has declared:
“The government will set and con-
trol fares.”

But the government set the fares
to Sydney’s privately-operated air-
port stations at a scale that suited the
private operator, not the public, and
it now costs about five times more
to travel between Central and the
international airport station than to
travel between an equivalent number
of publicly-operated stations.

For a private operator to make fat
profits, fares would have to increase.
In reality, if the operator wanted to
raise the fares the government would
almost certainly buckle under.

But the fares aren’t the only
problem.

The line to
catastrophe

Melbourne’s rail system was pri-
vatised under the conservative Ken-
nett government, and has been beset
by delays, breakdowns, accidents,
inadequate service and high fares.
Unconcerned, the Baird government
is already planning the new private-
ly-operated North-West Line, which
would run between Chatswood,
about 10 kilometres north of the city,
to Rouse Hill, about 36 kilometres to
the northwest.

All Sydney trains are double
deckers, but the North-West line
would pass through new tunnels
designed to be only big enough for
single deck metro-style carriag-
es. City-bound passengers would

therefore have to change platforms
and wait for one of the existing
double-decker trains at Chatswood,
instead of being able to simply travel
all the way in a double-decker.

However, under the govern-
ment’s proposal, new below-ground
lines would be built from the city to
Chatswood and to Bankstown, about
16 kilometres west of Sydney. Those
lines would also be privately-operat-
ed and would only carry single-deck
carriages. The existing lines to Bank-
stown and Hurstville, 14 kilometres
south west of the city, would also be
privatised and converted to single-
deck carriages.

According to the Fairfax press,
Transport for NSW is “struggling to
work out how to allow freight trains
to continue running on tracks it wants
to convert to the new metro-style
trains.”

But the North-West Line has
been deliberately designed so that
only the single deck carriages can use
them, and the new privately operated
lines would undoubtedly be designed
the same way.

If so, passengers on the new
lines would be forced to disembark,
change platforms and wait for a dou-
ble-decker train at stations where the
new and old systems meet — just as
they will have to do at Chatswood if
the government’s plans for the North-
West line are implemented. Passen-
ger congestion, delays and confusion
would snowball.

That’s not all. The govern-
ment clearly believes that the entire
system must eventually be priva-
tised, so the it is already discussing
closure of some inner city stations
on economic grounds, regardless of
inconvenience for local residents.

Moreover, maintenance of the
two entirely different single- and
double-decker engineering systems
would be far more expensive than the
present system, which offers supe-
rior economies of scale and simpler
infrastructure.

And if the entire system was con-
verted to single deck metros, the dou-
ble-decker carriages, including the
beautiful state-of-the-art Waratahs,
would be sold off (probably for a

song, as happened with the hydrofoil
ferries) or even scrapped — a proposi-
tion of economic insanity.

What's driving
the government

Several years ago then NSW
Premier Morris lemma wanted to
replace the surface rail network with
an underground system and single
deck carriages. lemma’s plan would
have enabled much of the existing
railway real estate to be sold off for
development and/or converted into
roads.

Iemma claimed that single-deck
metro trains would handle peak hour
loads better because they spend less
time at each station. It’s certainly true
that single-deck carriages discharge
their loads more quickly than double-
deckers, but that’s because they carry
fewer passengers. The big double-
deckers have been estimated to be
25 percent more efficient during the
critical peak periods.

The most likely reason for the
promotion of single deck carriages is
that they require smaller tunnels than
double deckers, so their use would
reduce the astronomical cost of exca-
vating the tunnels, thereby increasing
the chances of getting federal grants

Pete’s Corner

)

to fund the project and getting the
public to accept the deal.

It didn’t help Morris Iemma.
Also, the public fiercely rejected his
proposal, he resigned and Labor was
finally defeated amid scandals about
the undue influence of big developers
on the party.

But the Coalition liked Iem-
ma’s idea. A report prepared by
former premier Nick Greiner for the
O’Farrell Coalition government rec-
ommended closing down the north
shore line and replacing it with buses
for years while the city stations were
massively reconstructed and new
privately-operated lines built.

Following a public outcry the
report quietly disappeared from
public view, but not from the gov-
ernment’s thinking.

The Baird government has now
separated Sydney Trains and NSW
Trainlink into two different corpora-
tions, to facilitate privatisation of the
Sydney rail network.

The government has indicat-
ed that each of the proposed new
Sydney lines might be operated by
a different firm, but the extremely
complex rail network would become
unworkable if the different firms
were unable or unwilling to coordi-
nate their activities.
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Moreover, according to the Fair-
fax press, the government intends to
let the Hong Kong-based firm MTR,
which manages Melbourne’s trains,
run not only the North-West line, but
also the Epping to Chatswood line,
the City to Chatswood below-ground
line and the Bankstown line.

The lobbying firm IPA also wants
the government to privatise Coun-
tryLink services and the Eastern
suburbs and Illawarra lines.

If the electricity poles and wires
are sold off, it looks as though the
government will use the proceeds to
transfer control over the major part of
the nation’s biggest rail network to a
foreign corporation, as the first stage
in privatising the entire system.

The Sydney rail system should
definitely be extended to unserv-
iced areas and peak hour conges-
tion should be reduced, but only by
extending the current publicly-owned
system, not by organising a corporate
takeover and rebuilding the entire
network.

To avoid a public transport catas-
trophe the NSW rail system must
remain in public ownership, and
the Coalition government must be
dumped. &

Sydney
Celebrate
Cuba National Day

Ccommemorating the assault on
the Moncada Barracks in 1953

Fundraiser raffle with great prizes
With a special Cuban Film

Speakers:
Jorge Trujillo, Cuban First Secretary
ACFS representative

Cuban food and music

Saturday 26 July at 6pm
74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills

organised by Sydney Central Branch CPA
Contact Tom 02 9699 8844
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Planned WA heritage

The Western Australian Greens
have joined forces with peak
Aboriginal representative bodies
in condemning proposed changes
to the Aboriginal Heritage Act,
which sets out the way in which
sacred places and objects in the
state should be preserved.

Mining and Pastoral Region
Greens MLC Robin Chapple called
on WA Aboriginal Affairs Minister
Peter Collier to withdraw the draft
Aboriginal Heritage Amendment Bill.

And the Yamatji Marlpa Abo-
riginal Corporation (YMAC), the
native title body representing claim-
ants in the Pilbara, Murchison and
Gascoyne, says the WA government
has “wasted a unique opportunity to
address the deep inequities embed-
ded in the Aboriginal heritage protec-
tion regime”.

YMAC chief executive Simon
Hawkins said the current Act was
more a licence to destroy heritage
than a mechanism to protect it, and
the proposed amendments only rein-
forced this view.

“YMAC supports changes that
can increase efficiency in the approv-
als process, however not at the cost
of quality,” he said. “These amend-
ments focus squarely on approv-
als for industry and will do little
to improve processes for effective
consultation and long-term protec-
tion and management of Aboriginal
heritage.”

Mr Chapple said there had been
enough community backlash for the

Minister to see people were “vehe-
mently opposed” to the Bill.

“The Minister needs to scrap
this outrageous piece of legislation
and enter into proper negotiations to
ensure there is community involve-
ment in the protection of Aboriginal
heritage sites,” he said.

The amendments were released
for comment on June 11, with Mr
Collier saying they offer “a balanced
suite of reforms that will satisfy the
needs of those who work within the
boundaries of the Act, and that they
will deliver an environment of cer-
tainty, fairness and consistency””.

The Kimberley Land Council
(KLC) is hopeful that increased pen-
alties and prosecution procedures
will encourage industry to work with
Aboriginal people to ensure there is
no damage to heritage sites from the
very start.

“We hope that these new laws
will work in practice as they are
intended on paper; that means if com-
panies and the government genuinely
engage with Aboriginal people from
the start they will be rewarded with
a speedier process, but if they don’t
they will be penalised,” deputy CEO
Frank Parriman said.

Another controversial change
sees control of major decisions
handed from a committee to a single
chief executive. Greens MLC Lynn
MacLaren said the amendments
made significant and disturbing
changes to the function and power
of the Aboriginal Cultural Materials

Rock paintings found in the north-west Kimberley region of Western Australia.

Committee (ACMC), which used to
assess all Aboriginal heritage site
reports.

“Every instance of the word
‘committee’ in the old legislation,
in reference to the ACMC, has been
replaced with the word CEO. They
have also removed the requirement
for at least one member to have
anthropological expertise in the area
of Aboriginal heritage,” she said.

Ms MacLaren said the ACMC
would now exist only on a consulta-
tive basis at the whim of the CEO.

CSG mining will

Coal seam gas companies cannot
be trusted to act in the interests of
domestic gas users when their east
coast export hubs have already
led to massive domestic gas price
hikes, the Lock the Gate Alliance
has warned.

Campaign coordinator for Lock
the Gate Carmel Flint said vague
promises by the companies to
keep prices down and sell cheaply
to local customers in NSW rang
hollow.

Flint was responding to com-
ments by Resources Minister
Anthony Roberts that increased
gas production “in NSW for NSW”
would put downward pressure on
prices.

“The spiralling cost of gas in
NSW has nothing to do with a so-
called gas shortage and everything
to do with the fact that most of the
gas on the eastern seaboard has
been earmarked for export overseas,

forcing local consumers to pay
world prices,” Flint said.

“Exactly how the Minister
expects this ad hoc system of wafty
promises for “gas for NSW” to
work is not explained. Neither does
he explain how prices could pos-
sibly fall under a system that relied
on CSG companies deciding what
and where to sell.

“If the Minister was serious
about making sure NSW gas con-
sumers were protected from expo-
sure to world pricing then he would
pursue safe alternatives to uncon-
ventional gas, lock in conventional
supplies, and properly regulate gas
prices in the public interest.

“He is doing nothing of the sort
but is claiming that companies like
Santos and AGL will extract coal
seam gas and sell it at a reduced
cost to local consumers. It sounds
like he is living in cloud cuckoo
land.”

mmmﬁ?ﬁhmiﬁﬁﬁ?
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Flint said it was concerning that
the government was attempting to
push CSG mining at the expense of
other viable industries like agricul-
ture and then attempt to spin a line
that it would actually benefit house-
holders by bringing down prices.

“We have more than enough
conventional gas in eastern Aus-
tralia to meet domestic needs but
instead of using our gas supplies to
benefit manufacturing and to bring
down the cost of living to domes-
tic consumers the government is
allowing it to be shipped overseas
to benefit a few, mostly overseas,
shareholders.

“Unconventional gas mining is
simply not safe. It’s a risky busi-
ness, and our land, our water and
our health are more valuable than
this high-risk polluting industry
which has already driven up our
cost of living,” she said. &
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YMAC has echoed concerns
about overarching powers being
given to one person who “not nec-
essarily with any relevant expertise
or experience in cultural heritage
management, will have discretion to
protect or destroy Aboriginal heritage
sites and objects”.

YMAC says the draft reforms
provide no clear requirement for
consultation with relevant Aborigi-
nal people when assessing the impor-
tance or significance of sites, or when
deciding whether to issue permits to
industry to carry out development
activity.

The appeals process is also
inadequate, YMAC says, with par-
ties aggrieved by decisions to pro-
tect Aboriginal heritage sites able to
appeal to the State Administrative
Tribunal, while Aboriginal people
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continue to be denied any avenue to
appeal a decision.

“These reforms fall well short
of the protection afforded to non-
Aboriginal built heritage in WA,” Mr
Hawkins said. “The state government
needs to actively involve traditional
owners in the reform process and
take advantage of the collaborative
approach they have developed with
industry over the last decade.”

Another aspect to come under
fire is the eight-week consultation
period for the proposed amendments,
which Mr Chapple and the KLC say
is too short.

Mr Chapple is urging people to
write submissions before the August
6 deadline on what he called an
“appalling piece of legislation”.
Koori Mail &

Newman

surrender a win

Queensland unions have had a
huge win — the Queensland gov-
ernment has withdrawn laws
which would have sabotaged
union activity. The state Austral-
ian Manufacturing Workers’
Union (AMWU) has hailed it as a
confirmation of the right to free-
dom of speech.

Union members in Queensland
will also be spared the need for an
expensive High Court challenge
after the Newman government
repealed its own laws intended to
force unions to ballot all members
before spending money on political
campaigns.

AMWU Queensland state secre-
tary Rohan Webb said the union had
fought hard over the issue of the
right of unions to conduct political
campaigns, including those against
the draconian industrial laws of the
Newman government.

“This law was brought in to
destroy the ability of unions to
organise and conduct large-scale
campaigns against changes to the
law which affect our members’
industrial rights, their health and
safety,” he said.

“The Newman government
wanted to silence its critics by tying
our elected officials up in another
lengthy electoral process every time
we wanted to mount campaigns
against government policies such as
privatisation.”

Webb said that unions had legal
advice that the Newman law would
be deemed unconstitutional, and
were prepared to take the matter as
far as the High Court.

In the end, that wasn’t necessary
as similar NSW laws struck down
by the High Court last year made it
clear the Newman government laws
would also be invalid.

Webb said it was outrageous
that the Newman government had
also passed laws lifting the thresh-
old for political parties having to
report the identity of donors from
$1,000 to $12,400.

“Our members know we have
the constitution on our side and we
will continue to expose the unethi-
cal hypocrisy of this government in
trying to avoid proper scrutiny of its
big business links,” Webb said. &
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Medicare

Australia

on co-payment

Anna Pha

The concept of a co-payment
and abolition of bulk billing for
medical services has been on
the Coalition’s agenda for some
time. It is part of the drive for
the complete privatisation of
Medicare and Americanisation
of Australia’s health care system.
Woolworths and a new outfit
called Doctus have not waited for
the actual introduction of a co-
payment to make their moves to
pick up the most disadvantaged
who cannot afford a co-payment.
Such schemes have the potential
to lay the foundations for a second
class, second tier of health services
for the poor and those on lower
incomes.

The Woolworths scheme which
began trials last October in selected
Queensland and NSW stores, offers
free health checks for customers.
The company claims it uses qualified
nurses to carry out its supermarket-
aisle tests for cholesterol and blood
pressure. The tests and discussion of
results are literally done in the aisle
— no privacy.

There is controversy around
the qualifications of those doing
the medical check-ups. The media
has pointed to XPO Brands ads
(www.seek.com.au), but Woolworths has
now denied that they are their ads or
that they are employing pharmacy
students or graduates. There was a
pharmacy job advertisement which
has been removed from the seek.
com.au website but the one for nurses
remains at the time of writing. XPO
Brands website does boast Woolies
as one of its clients but it is impos-
sible to obtain further information as
its website is under reconstruction.

One advert says an unnamed
employer is looking for “final year
pharmacy students, graduate phar-
macists and entry level nurses” to
conduct checks such as blood pres-
sure and cholesterol, and “engage in
general health discussions”.

The ad also describes the person
they are seeking to be “passionate
about complementary health and
general wellbeing” and be “a real
people person, and is happy to talk
with shoppers passing by.” But Wool-
worths denies any link. It has not
revealed where or how it advertised
for the positions.

Woolworths also says the staff
providing health checks do not offer

medical or product advice. It is “just
another thing we can do for our cus-
tomers”. If any customers have read-
ings outside a normal range, they will
be directed to a doctor or pharmacist
for medical advice.

The meat or complementary
medicines aisles are not the place for
medical checks.

Deregulation

Woolworths has been fighting
for some years for deregulation of
the pharmaceutical industry so that
it can dispense prescriptions in-store.
If the free check-ups become popular,
especially for people unable to afford
a GP, it could strengthen the hand of
the giant retailer for deregulation.
That would spell the end of many
local pharmacies, unable to compete.

The pharmacists have so far
thwarted attempts by the major
supermarkets to “increase com-
petition” and enter the pharmacy
market. Their entry would spell the
end of local pharmacies and result in
monopoly control of the industry by
two or three major retailers.

Are major retailers who rely on
tobacco, alcohol, soft drink, sweet
biscuits and other products loaded
with sugar, fat and salt, really going
to give the sort of advice required and
hurt their profits? Of course it could
be used to promote “weight reducing
products”, recipe books, etc.

Supermarket medicine could
mislead shoppers into thinking they
could get their medical advice and
products from a supermarket. It could
replace or delay patients seeing their
doctor.

The core of the Australian health
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Part of the Bust the Budget rally in Sydney on Sunday. (Photo: Tom Pearson)

There are huge dangers involved
in the supermarket scheme, including
the risk that people will think they
do not have to see their doctor, that
the nurse in the supermarket is suffi-
cient. Nothing could be further from
the truth.

Online doctors

Another dangerous development
is on-line doctors or self-diagnosis
with the supply of scripts without a
physical examination by a qualified
professional or the patient’s history.

Doctus promotes itself on its website.
“Anovel concept from an Australian
GP, Doctus wants to become Austral-
ia’s premier online doctor, providing
advice on contraception, digestion,
erectile dysfunction, osteoporosis
and cholesterol.”

It also offers prescriptions and
supply of medications for these
conditions as well as for asthma,
emphysema, blood pressure, gout,
inflammation, chlamydia, hayfever
and pain relief.

“Australian-based online medical

Supermarket medicine could mislead shoppers
into thinking they could get their medical advice
and products from a supermarket. It could
replace or delay patients seeing their doctor.

care system is the GP who has access
to the patient’s history, knows the
patient, knows what medications
they are on, carries out the initial
examinations, monitors patients and
can prescribe appropriately or refer
to other professionals. The GP is
central to preventative and primary
health care.

Fremantle

There is a risk that in the future, if a
co-payment is introduced then people
who cannot afford to see a GP will
go online. They may have even been
told they have high blood pressure
or high cholesterol in a supermarket
health check.

“The online doctor means no
co-payments required.” That is how

Fuego
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company, Doctus, has been launched
to offer a convenient and cost-effec-
tive way for people to access health
advice on simple, low-risk medical
conditions,” according to their onsite
marketing.

How anyone could describe
asthma, emphysema, blood pressure,
high cholesterol, etc, as “simple, low-
risk medical conditions” is beyond
belief. How they could be monitored
without a physical examination by
their GP or other medical practitioner
is also beyond belief.

As their promo suggests, they
seem to be cashing in on the co-pay-
ment. There is so much confusion
about the co-payment — some GPs
are reporting a fall in the number of
consultations as patients who cannot
afford it believe it has already been
introduced.

“Doctus saves our patients
money — no co-payment, no gap,
no petrol, no parking costs, and no
time off work. At the same time,
every Doctus consultation saves the
healthcare system money because we
are not Medicare eligible,” said Dr.
Beckwith, who is the Medical Direc-
tor at Doctus.

Doctus charges patients a flat
$24.95 for each online “consulta-
tion” enabling patients to avoid the
proposed $7 co-payment! They are
not Medicare eligible — no refund
from Medicare. They clearly realise
that the conditions surrounding the
proposed $7 co-payment will result
in many doctors charging much more
than that. They also know that the co-
payment would not stop at $7 once
established.

Doctus prescribes PBS medica-
tions and offers the choice of sending
the medications or a script through its
pharmacy partner.

The Australian registered doc-
tors as well as their pharmaceutical
partner are not named on the website.
There is no phone number or email
address on the site. The only way in
for more information involves sup-
plying personal details, including
your Medicare number.

This online “consultation” and
dispensing of medications without
a physical examination by a quali-
fied health professional is potentially
even more dangerous than supermar-
ket medicine.

When these developments are
looked at in the wider context, they
represent one facet of the Americani-
sation of Australia’s health system,
its privatisation and deregulation.
The rich will continue to have access
to the highest quality services, but the
most disadvantaged will increasingly
rely on second class health services
— a two tier system based on wealth,
not need.

That is why it is so important to
defend and strengthen Medicare and
the public health system, in particu-
lar bulk billing and universal access.
PBS charges should be reduced and
medications free for pensioners,
the unemployed and others on low
incomes.

At the same time there is an
urgent need to strengthen health reg-
ulations so that medical advice and
care are only carried out by qualified
professionals. &
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Vic Williams

A tribute by Dr Hannah Middleton

I acknowledge that we are meeting on Nunga land, always
was, always will be, and I pay my respects to their elders
past and present.

“Writer and fighter in one human heart”

This was how Vic described Katherine Susannah Pritchard
in the poem he wrote for her. The words equally describe Vic
himself.

Vic was born on June 28, 1914 and died on April 19, 2011,
living almost 97 years as an inspiring example of a passionate
and committed comrade. He was born and was raised on a farm,
developing a deep love for the land which is reflected in his
poetic imagery.

His poems constantly both describe and use as analogies
sweet soil, rivers, wind and sun, sea and fire, drought and spring,
the trees, plants and insects of the bush, blood and steel,

His close observation of the land and his love for it shine
through his poem “ilgarn in the Spring™:

Bees that endure the winds and frosts of winter,
Bushes that fought the gravel and the rain,
Explode together in a storm of flowers,

Dance with the yellow sun across the plain.

And now the breath of earth is steeped in honey,
Gold from a million flowers is hived again.

Vic taught in a country school as well as working in the
wheat belt where he saw the struggles of the working farmers to
survive. He saw poetry as a means of telling of these struggles.
Vic joined the Army for five years during World War I, seeing
active service in Darwin, New Guinea and New Britain and
rising to the rank of sergeant in intelligence. He wrote poems of
the anti-fascist war, of the people’s liberation fight and for peace.

It was during wartime that Vic met and married his wife
Joan, a Communist Party member, journalist, writer and poet,
active in the struggle for women'’s rights and for peace.

They were married for 63 years. It was a marriage of equals,
overflowing with love, comradeship and respect. They worked
together on social, cultural and political issues. Joan was well
known in her own right as a poet and activist.

After the war Vic worked in industry, and then from 1952
until he retired in 1975 he worked on the waterfront as a member
of the Waterside Workers’ Federation (now the Maritime Union
of Australia). Vic joined the Communist Party of Australia in
1938 and remained a member to his dying day. He was active
in his Party Branch and served on the Central Committee for
many years.

He described his first experience of activity in the Com-
munist Party as:

“in the countryside, in the struggle of the wheat farmers
against evictions, against crippling prices for wheat and
wool, culminating in the wheat strike against the Menzies
Government.”

Vic knew that the Party, with all its strengths and weak-
nesses, was essential for the working class and all those margin-
alised, discriminated and exploited sections of society to win a
just, democratic and socialist future.

In “Hold To Your Course” he wrote:

Hold to your course, my Party, weapon of workers,

Give us your sight and your arms as we go to battle.
Their towers upon towers are falling, we build from the
rubble.

Can those who killed our millions be ever repentant?

Take guns from the hands of the killers, the spoils from the
robbers,

For the sacked, the evicted, the prisoned to make world of
the future.

Hold to your course, my Party, our world will prevail!

When Vic made the transition from farm worker to industrial
worker he became a passionate and committed unionist, a leader
of workers and an inspiration to many. His commitment to the
collective struggle of his fellow workers was recognised when
he was made a life member of the Waterside Workers’ Federa-
tion when he retired.

He wrote many poems about the struggles on the waterfront,
the strength of the union and the courage of the workers. In
“Delegate” for example he wrote:

But here today their greed is overflowing,
Their richest gamble is the game of war,

And skulls of men are rolled to be their dice,

And in their greed to load, old ship, frayed ropes
And rusted gear; and speed, speed, speed

Is screaming in their whistles.

Time once again to show them we are men.

And one by one they turned, slow and decided;

Nor courts, nor police, nor war could stop their flow,
A river of men from gangway to the shore.

In “Hold To Your Course” Vic wrote:

Hold to your course, my union, the shield of workers.
And every step must be won again and again,

Till the forests of unions shelter the ravaged lands.

You must burst through the batons of laws, the gates of
prisons

To win to your rights at the workplace, but for them, the
owners,

Each strike is a gun at the head they will not forgive.
Hold to your course, my union, for they bank their hate!

Vic was involved in many campaigns — for workers’ rights,
for peace, Indigenous rights, women’s rights, against racism, for
the environment, in the anti-apartheid movement, for refugees
and for socialism.

He fought all his life against injustice, exploitation and war.
He wrote in one poem:

Make our lives green with revolution of the rain;
Write in our skies with stars the one word peace!

Peace was a particular concern for Vic and Joan. In “Harvest
Time” Vic describes peace:

Peace is the fruit of certainty

That fills our strength like ripened ears;

My mind walks firm on all I know

And reaps into the coming years.

| see my land tread out its path

Strong with the freedom our horizons give
Flowing to beauty like our sudden spring;
Born of the sun, she drinks its warm delight:

I see | make her brown skin glow with life,
Her hair wave freely as the windswept wheat,
Her eyes a warmer brown than a boronia bell.

Vic’s poems could be full of anger about poverty, injustice,
poverty and suffering. He expresses this in his poem ‘“Human
Drought”

I've seen the green hopes wither in young eyes,
Work-heavy days drag on the eager hands;

I've seen the sapling brains, fresh with surmise,

Grow gaunt and barren in these barren lands.

I've seen the old staunch settlers shrink and shake

As debts tread down the sap from every root:

Dead leaves, dead wood; then they decay and break;
Drought upon men, when will they come to fruit?

And again in “To My Own People™:

| cannot sleep for the crying of your heart,

for all the dead are speaking through the earth,
burdening my ears with dreams they could not live,
calling me fill their hunger with the deed.

However, Vic himself said: “I try to interpret the thoughts
and emotions of men I am associated with. I want to express
positive aspects, and the advancing progress of their struggles —
not merely dreary and disappointing features.”

And his poems are imbued with an unquenchable confidence
in the working class, confidence in the ultimate victory over
exploitation and war with the establishment of a socialist society.

In “Speak for us Pablo Neruda” he paints this picture:

But suddenly, blazingly, steadfastly many were with us;
Those who looked past us before, were beside us, around us.
Out from the factories they came, up from the mine-shafts
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And those who would rob us and goal us swept back from
the whirlwind.

How could we smoulder in ash in the great gust of freedom?
No longer the exiles, not spurned as the slag of nations,
We were Australians, the wryness, the drought, the
endurance.

Vic was an environmentalist. He wrote that “the struggle for
peace is a vital and essential one — especially today where peace
must not only be with man but also this planet.”

Vic contributed much to the policies of the developing
Greens WA in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Acknowledging
this, the Greens included a special clause in their constitution to
allow Vic to be a member of both the Greens and the Communist
Party. He was also the Greens (WA) first honorary life member,
one of only four people to have achieved that honour.

Vic’s aquiline, craggy face hid a man filled with love for his
family, his comrades, his class.

In “Gabrielle With A Blue Opal” his love for his daughter
shines from the lines

So much of sky is starless, we forget

How little love can set a life ablaze.

My love for you moves like the Cross, around you
Constant behind the cloud or through the haze.
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“I Will Make A Bowl” is a beautiful love poem for Joan:

I will make a bowl for my love of the warm brown wood,
Chiselling the heart with care so the strength endures,
Stroking the curve of grain till it flows in silk.

The bowl has the print of woman, the caress, the love.

It will be deep as the sky on a starlit night,

Filled to the brim with the first kiss of the sun,

Filled with the honey of friends, the flower of song.

In “My Baby Cries” Vic begins with a father’s anguish over
children suffering poverty and hunger but ends with happiness
and Communist red flags on the streets:

My little baby cries

and sucks her thumbs;

there’s litfle comfort there

when hunger comes.

She cries, and my hands clench
for her voice tells

How many millions starve
while profit swells.
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My little warm one laughs
as flowers of red

nod to her searching hand
and toss their head.

Our people run with joy
and call us when

the red flags toss like flowers
on streets of men

Vic was all of these things, and more but today we are
launching an anthology of his poems to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of his birth.

We hope that this anthology collects together all Vic’s
poems. However, we did not have access to his private papers
so there may be some we have missed. Vic often revised his
poems and where a poem was published more than once, we
have used the latest version.

Vic belongs in the mainstream school of Australian literature
from Henry Lawson to the present day realists. Writer and actor
Peter Ustinov noted that Australian realist writing reminded him
most forcefully of Maxim Gorki.

Vic said: “I set myself the task of writing the poetry of the
working class, their total experience in industry and the class
struggle — not just verses, but poetry, sensuous, personal and
emotional, that could take its place in the class and political
struggles.”

In a speech in May 1988 Vic said: “Socialist poetry written
by workers in capitalist society is part of the struggle for social-
ism and has the function of helping the emotional feeling and
understanding when facing the difficulties of the class struggle

He saw writing socialist poetry as Party work, and set out to
make his poems express the suffering, the anger and the will to
struggle of working people. He expressed this in his poem “Into
Battle with a Song”:

“I am going into battle with a song!”

But they told me, “No, you'd better watch your step.
We are going into war with profit. Art is too frail
And beautiful to face the mud and slime.

Here's a petition, a pamphlet, or a strike.

But you mustn’t go into battle with a song!”

But a man with a spade came by and called to me.
“Give us a song fo lift our leaden feet,
Sparks on our lips to leap across the dark!”
I will go into battle with a song,

I will make a song to hurl in Profit's face.

We will march into battle with a song.

But Vic also had a wry sense of humour. In “The Practical
Poet” he writes:

| am a practical poet:
When | go to friends and relations
They ask me to set mousetraps,
They ask me to mend wire door screens,
They ask me to clean turkeys,
They want me to pick locks.
But not to read poetry!
| am a practical poet:
When | stay at home
They expect me to wash the dishes,
They ask me to make the coffee,
They demand | fix the furniture,
I'm left to darn my socks,
But not to read poetry!
| am a practical poet:
And when | go to work
My workmates expect me to work;
They ask me about the award,
They want me to chat the foreman,
They ask me what will win the fifth race,
They ask me about metals and rocks.
But why doesn’t anyone ask me to read poetry?
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Katharine Susannah Pritchard wrote:

“There is, | think, a high, rare quality in Victor Williams’
poetry. He fuses a passionate and sensuous vision of the
earth he knows and loves with thought, direct and Forcefu|,
about the everyday life and work of men and women. He
does this with a condensed imagery and a rhythmic facility
which gives an impression of the dynamic vitality and the
broad humanism inspiring most of his poems. “

Vic’s poem “By the Avon” is an example of this sensuous
vision and of the lyrical quality of many of Vic’s poems:

Do you remember by the Avon,

Where the oranges nestle among the river gums?
Where the red soil swells between the rounded rows
And the bee at the blossom hums?

Did you see them flower,

Row on row, in a dance of scattering white?

Have you heard them murmur to the bees around them,
Or felt their slow scent drifting across the shadowy night?

Have you seen them ripen,

Fleck the green with gold, when the river flecks with foam?
When the bough bends, offering to the moist earth,

The fruit fulfilled by the rich red loam?

Did you help to gather them?

Feel their risen ardour, firm on fingertips?

You must know the taste of them, bursting down the thirsty
throat;

Warm as sun, sweet as rain, with fire of human lips.

We hope that you will buy copies of the anthology for your-
selves and your friends, not just to help us recoup the printing
costs, although we do need the money! But much more so that
you have always beside you these poems to move, to strengthen,
to encourage, to inspire you to love and action.

Vic Williams was a man who stood true to his beliefs.
He was compassionate, intelligent, thoughtful and insightful,
a fighter, a worker, a thinker and a poet. In a way he is best
summed up in his poem “The Undivided Heart”

| would not trust in a divided heart;

A lost bird fluttering between yes and no,

A flame in the wind twisting from lust to horror;
Salt tears on seeds will never let them grow.

| do not live with a divided heart.
One love, one aim, one class my loyalty.
I'll face the rain when the first thunder shudders,

Keep to the path my people showed to me.

| will not write from a divided heart,

Nor dig in ashes till my flag is grey.

My words are green wheat through the blackened scar,
My songs the first red of the blossoming day.

An Undivided Heart
An anthology of poeitry

by Vic Williams
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The superpower
and the caliphate

Glen Ford

ISIS has proclaimed its caliphate,
and the world will never be the
same again. Although the territo-
rial scope of the jihadist political
entity will shift with the fortunes
of battle, or maybe even vanish,
the emergence of the “Islamic
State” signals the final collapse
of US imperial strategy in the
Muslim world — certainly, in the
Arab regions of Islam.

“The legality of all emirates,
groups, states and organisations
becomes null by the expansion of
the caliph’s authority and the arrival
of'its troops to their areas,” said Abu
Mohamed al-Adnani, spokesman
for the fighters formerly known as
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.
“Listen to your caliph and obey him.
Support your state, which grows
every day.”

Think of it as a Salafist declara-
tion of independence — not just from
Al-Qaida, whose marginality in the
region was confirmed when its des-
ignated affiliate in Syria, Al-Nusra,
swore allegiance to ISIS — but from
the Arab monarchies and western
intelligence agencies that have nur-
tured the international jihadist net-
work for almost two generations.

The Caliphate threatens, not
only its immediate adversaries in the
Shiite-dominated governments of
Syria and Iraq, but the potentates of
the Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait and
the Mother of All Monarchist Cor-
ruption in the Arab Sunni heartland,
the Saudi royal family. The threat is
not inferential, but literal, against
“all emirates, groups, states and

organisations” that do not recognise
that ISIS in its new incarnation is the
embodiment of Islam at war.

The jihadist die is cast, a point
of no return for the US strategy of
projecting imperial power in the
region through armed Islamic fun-
damentalist surrogates. The inter-
national jihadist network, which
did not exist before the CIA, Saudi
Arabia and Pakistan created it to
undermine the leftist secular govern-
ment of Afghanistan in mid-1979,
has become a movement that can no
longer be controlled.

The physical contours of the ISIS
caliphate, the movement’s dynamic
new focal point, may prove inde-
fensible, especially if the Americans
decide they cannot avoid an all-out
assault on their former asset. But,
whatever the US military response,
the game plan that was hatched in
2011 for Libya, Syria, Iraq — for the
whole region — is kaput, based as it is
on the reliable deployment of jihad-
ists as surrogates for NATO and Arab
royals.

Worse, the Arab oil potentates
understand full well that their own
regimes are now in grave danger
from the indigenous monstrosity they
have created. The Saudis, in particu-
lar, justify their family’s monopolis-
ing of the Arabian peninsula’s great
wealth as reward for safeguarding the
holy sites of Islam.

No doubt the “Islamic State,”
with its movable borders and swiftly
expanding pan-Arab and even pan-
Muslim constituency, would be
glad to assume these responsibili-
ties — over the dead bodies of those
Saudi princes who did not escape to
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Abu Mohamed al-Adnani, spokesman for the fighters formerly known as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.

London, Paris and New York. The
same goes for all the royal lineages
aligned with the West and, de facto,
Israel.

It is true that the United States
retains nearly limitless power to
create chaos in the region. Chaos is
useful in preventing conventional
governments and civil societies
from achieving national goals that
are inimical to imperialism. But
chaos is not empty; it is a cauldron
in which contradictions can become
explosively acute. The jihadists are,
at root, anti-imperialists — inalter-
ably opposed to domination by the

“Crusaders” of the West and Zion-
ists. As we have previously asserted,
the fundamentalist jihad, although
profoundly reactionary, inevitably
behaves much like a kind of national-
ism — for some, it fills a political void
left by the demise of yesteryear’s
secular pan-Arab nationalism. ISIS
now claims to be the expression of
that nationalist-like yearning, as the
“Islamic State.”

If you think all this is the work of
the CIA, then thank them profusely
for accelerating the epic unravel-
ling of US imperial strategy in the
Muslim world. As during the days

when America’s Egyptian stooge
Mubarak was pushed from power,
threatening an “Arab Spring” that
might depose the oil monarchies, US
policymakers have no idea how to
reposition themselves in the region.
The Americans cannot replace
the jihadists as foot soldiers of impe-
rialism. Thus, a period of ad-libbing
begins, which will surely involve
ostentatious displays of US military
prowess, as the Americans remind
themselves and everyone else that a
superpower outranks a caliphate.
Information Clearing House &

Israeli deaths matter much more
than Palestinian deaths. This has
long been a distinguishing feature
of Western news media reporting
on the Middle East. The recent
blanket coverage afforded to the
brutal killing of three Israeli teen-
agers highlights this immutable
fact.

Channel 4’s Alex Thomson
offered a rare glimmer of dissent:

“Curious to watch UK media
living down to the Palestinian claim
that one Israeli life is worth 1,000
Palestinian lives.”

Major broadcasters, such as
BBC News, devoted headlines and
extended reports to the deaths, and
included heart-rending interviews
with grieving relatives in Israel.

The UK Guardian ran live cover-
age of the funerals for more than
nine hours. But when has this ever
happened for Palestinian victims of
Israeli terror?

A reader challenged the Guard-
ian journalist leading the live
coverage:

“@Haroon_Siddique: Did I
somehow miss @guardian’s live-
tweeting of Palestinian victims’
funerals and eulogies?”

Several nudges elicited the
standard display of hand-washing:

“I’m not an editor so don’t take
decisions on future coverage.”

An extensive list of news sto-
ries and video reports appeared on
the BBC website describing how

Israel is “united in grief”, alongside
stories titled, “Netanyahu: ‘Wide
and deep chasm’ between Israel and
enemies”, “Thousands gather for
Israeli teenagers’ funerals”, “Grief
and anger after Israel teenager
deaths”, and “On road where teens
vanished”.

These all strongly, and rightly,
expressed the broadcaster’s empa-
thy with the fact that something
terrible had happened. But when has
the BBC ever expressed this level of
concern for the deaths of Palestin-
ian teenagers? The question matters
because consistent empathic bias
has the effect of humanising Israelis
for the public and dehumanising
Palestinians. This is an extremely
lethal form of media propaganda
with real consequences for human
suffering.

A UK Guardian editorial noted
that the killings “had shocked
[Israel] to the core”. Western leaders
had also expressed solidarity — an
outpouring of concern that contrast-
ed with the reaction to Palestinian
deaths, which “so often pass with
barely a murmur”. But that was all
the Guardian editors had to say.

The missing, ugly reality is that
over the last 13 years, on average,
one Palestinian child has been killed
by Israel every three days. Since the
outbreak of the second Intifada in
September 2000, 1,523 Palestinian
children have been killed by Israel’s
occupation forces. Over the same

coverage

time period, 129 Israeli children
have been killed. Thus, the ratio

of Palestinian children to Israeli
children killed is more than ten to
one. You would be forgiven for not
having the slightest inkling of this
from Western media coverage. Even
in the past few days, in reporting the
massive Israeli operation to find the
teenagers, only the briefest of nods
has been given to the “five Palestin-
ians, including a number of minors,
[who were] killed” in the process.
[At the time of writing another Pal-
estinian teenager was ambushed and
murdered. ]

Following the tragic discovery
of the bodies of the three Israeli
teenagers, corporate journalism
gave headline attention to President
Obama’s condemnation of this
“senseless act of terror against inno-
cent youth”. Significant coverage
was given to the shocked reaction of
Brirish Prime Minister David Cam-
eron who said:

“This was an appalling and
inexcusable act of terror perpetrated
against young teenagers. Britain
will stand with Israel as it seeks to
bring to justice those responsible.”

But when have Obama or Cam-
eron ever condemned the killing of
Palestinian youths or children by
Israelis in this vehement way?

We can easily see the contrast
in media treatment of Israeli and
Palestinian deaths by observing the
lack of coverage, and the silence of

Western leaders, about two young
Palestinians, Nadim Nuwara, 17,
and Muhammad Abu al-Thahir,

16, who were shot dead by Israeli
security forces in May. The BBC
did not entirely ignore the killings.
But the deaths were presented as a
murky event in which the truth was
strongly disputed:

“A human rights group has
released a video if says shows two
teenage Palestinians being shot dead
by Israeli security forces at a protest
last week.” (Our emphasis.)

The BBC report was quick
to present the Israeli viewpoint
upfront:

“But the Israeli military said the
video had been edited and did not
document the ‘violent nature’ of the
incident.

“It also questioned a claim that
live ammunition had been fired at
the boys.”

A few days later, the Israeli
military ordered the removal of the
CCTYV cameras that had captured
the killings. The security cameras
belonged to Fakher Sayed who ran
a nearby carpentry shop. And the
interest in this from BBC News
and the rest of the corporate media?
Zero, as far as we can tell.

Every violent death is a tragedy.
But the disproportionate coverage
given to Israeli and Palestinian
deaths is symptomatic of a deep-
rooted, pro-Israel bias. Why is it
so extreme? Because of the intense
pressure brought to bear on the
media by the powerful Israeli lobby,
and by allied US-UK interests
strongly favouring Israel. As one
senior anonymous BBC editor once
put it:

“We wait in fear for the phone
call from the Israelis.”

Media Lens &
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Turkey mine disaster:
Privatisation made it

inevitable

Erinc Yeldan

Soma, a little mining village in
western Turkey, became host
to one of the greatest industrial
crimes in mining history when
an explosion trapped 800 miners
2 kilometres underground and 4
kilometres from the exit. At the
time of writing, the death toll has
already exceeded 280, and it may
yet exceed 400.

Turkey is mourning lost lives,
quite rightly, but many are also
feeling anger towards a system that
squeezes out profits at the expense
of workers’ safety.

The country has one of the
world’s worst safety records, in
mining and across all sectors. More
than 11,000 Turks have died in work-
place incidents in the last decade, and
the International Labour Organisa-
tion ranked the country third worst in
the world for worker deaths in 2012.
In mining, a 2010 report by the Anka-
ra-based think-tank TEPAV reveals
that 7.2 workers died per million

tonnes of coal mined in Turkey, in
comparison to 1.27 deaths in China,
and just 0.04 in USA.

Unregulated

This isn’t simply misfortune:
what lies behind these tragic events
is the unregulated and poorly super-
vised attempts of a corrupt ruling
government to enact hasty privati-
sations and force people into more
informal work.

The Soma mine itself was pri-
vatised in 2005. In the heyday of
an anti-public sector campaign, the
new owners of the plant had proudly
declared that production costs had
declined from around US$120-130
per tonne under public ownership to
just US$23.8 per tonne.

Impressive numbers, sure,
but what actually facilitated this
“miraculous market success” was
the determined evasion of the secu-
rity measures and safety standards.
When asked what had changed at
the mine, Soma’s CEO, Alp Giirkan,
said: “The answer is ‘nothing’. We

International

simply introduced methods of the
private sector.”

While these “methods of the pri-
vate sector” were introduced, average
daily pay for the miners hovered at
47TL (around US$20) and produc-
tion tunnels were extended from 350
metres to more than 2.5 kilometres,
increasing the danger for workers.

Mines in Turkey now have mini-
mal oversight. The Council of Public
Inspection was dissolved by a gov-
ernment decree in 2011, a move that
reduced the role of formal inspec-
tions to no more than friendly visits
of the company headquarters, with no
attention paid to the actual working
conditions within the tunnels.

The safety implications of priva-
tisation are clear. The TEPAV report
found 4.41 worker deaths per million
tonnes in Turkey’s publicly-owned
plants, compared to the private sector
average of 11.50 deaths. Workers in
a privately owned mine in Turkey
appear to be ten times more likely
to die on the job than their Chinese
counterparts.

Chevron cancels
Bulgaria fracking

Shell postpones
Ukraine plans

Richard Smallteacher

Fracking for oil and gas across
Europe has suffered a series of
setbacks with Chevron closing
its offices in Sofia, Bulgaria, and
Shell postponing fracking plans in
the Ukraine by at least two years.
Meanwhile the French govern-
ment is standing firm in its oppo-
sition to fracking.

Fracking - which is short for
hydraulic fracturing — is not entirely
new. Since the 1940s engineers
have attempted to drill the deep
underground reserves of gas and oil
reserves. Advances in technology
during the 1980s led to new hori-
zontal hydraulic drilling techniques,
which involves boring a mile deep
into the earth and then pumping in
millions of gallons of water, sand
and hazardous chemicals to frac-
ture rock and extract gas contained
inside.

Shell announced that it would
take a respite from drilling for gas
in the 8,000-square-kilometer Yuz-
ivska field in the eastern Ukraine
in early June. The company was
awarded the concessions by the
government of Viktor Yanukovych
in January 2013, a year before he
was ousted from office by violent
protests this past February.

Since then, clashes between
government forces and pro-Russian
militias have caused Shell to

reconsider, not least because Shell
has other lucrative energy deals in
Russia.

“We obviously need to assess
the future security situation as it
develops because the safety of our
own people is our first priority,”
Simon Henry, Shell’s chief financial
officer, told Bloomberg TV. “Russia
is a major holder of hydrocarbon
reserves, possibly the largest in the
world. So in the long term it really
does matter.”

Chevron, which was awarded
a permit to drill for shale gas in the
4,000 square-kilometre Novi Pazar
field in north eastern Bulgaria in
June 2011, has faced an uphill polit-
ical battle. Just six months after the
initial contract was signed, a mora-
torium on fracking was declared in
Bulgaria in January 2012.

Alittle over two years later, this
past May, Chevron announced that
it would close down its Sofia offic-
es. “The uncertainty over Chevron’s
ability to explore for natural gas
from shale in Bulgaria means the
opportunity is no longer competi-
tive with other opportunities in our
global portfolio,” the company told
the Financial Times. “Chevron
continues to explore and evaluate
investment opportunities in Central
and Eastern Europe.”

That’s not the only place that
Chevron has pulled out of in recent
months. Last October the company

pulled out of Lithuania citing regu-
latory uncertainty, just a month after
being awarded a 1,800 square kilo-
metre concession in Silute-Taurage.

While the oil companies blame
politicians for cancelling their
projects, new studies are emerg-
ing that suggest that many of the
shale gas estimates are overblown:
Shell’s initial explorations in
Kharkiv, Ukraine, came up dry and
Lithuanian studies were questioned.
Exxon Mobil, Talisman, and Mara-
thon pulled out of Poland last year
after 40 wells yielded little.

Europe is not the only place
where fracking estimates seem to
have been wildly optimistic. Last
month, US government officials
slashed their estimates of shale
gas in the Monterey field in north-
ern California by a staggering 96
percent.

Meanwhile France — the other
European nation to have a ban on
fracking — is also standing firm.
Last October, Schuepbach Energy
LLC, a Texas company, lost a law-
suit to overturn the 2011 policy.
“It’s a judicial victory but also an
environmental and political vic-
tory,” French Environment Minister
Philippe Martin told reporters after
the court issued its decision. “With
this decision the ban on hydraulic
fracturing is absolute.”

Corpwatch &

Wave of protests

People are increasingly recognis-
ing this tragedy cannot be written off
as a “working accident”. Workers in
Turkey have called a one-day strike,
and miners across the world have
sent messages of solidarity.

The contrast with the half-heart-
ed and tone-deaf speech by the Prime
Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, is
clear. Erdogan compared the tragedy
to mining accidents in England and
US in the late 19th century, arguing
that “explosions like this in these
mines happen all the time”. His
words have sparked a wave of pro-
tests all around the country.
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Yet, amid all this justified local
anger one should not miss the global
aspects of the Soma crimes. For what
lies behind this “market does every-
thing better” approach is the ongo-
ing process of uneven globalisation,
where indigenous peoples across the
globe are used for corporate profits.

The tragedy in Soma is a clear
manifestation of “peripheral capi-
talism” at its best — or at its worst
— as the most polluting and hazard-
ous industries are shipped to global
sweat-shops with poor regulation
and fragmented, informal working
conditions.

The Conversation &

@ Region Briefs

On June 30, Japanese Prime Minister Abe’s moves to introduce
new “collective self-defence right” triggered a protest outside the
Prime Minister’s home in which thousands of people participated.
Cabinet has approved the changes. Article Nine of the Constitution
forbids Japan sending troops to fight overseas when it is not
under direct attack. A well-known translator, lkeda Kayoko, said
that “the pacifist Constitution lives in our heart and mind; there
is no room for the collective self-defence right”. lzutsu Takao,
a former officer of the Self-Defence Forces, added that “it is a
serious mistake for the government to turn Japan into a fighting
machine”. Chair of the Japanese Communist Party Shii Kazuo
claimed that Abe’s plan would ultimately mobilise Japan’s young
people to join wars launched by the US. According to latest polls,
only 29 percent people support Abe’s plan, and the support rate
for Abe’s government fell to 45 percent, its lowest since 2012.

On June 28, more than 1,000 people from 32 Vietnamese
ethnic groups attended a dancing and singing show to celebrate
Family Day at the Vietnam National Village for Ethnic Culture
and Tourism which is four kilometres from Hanoi. Audience
members included Communist Party General Secretary
Nguyen Phu Trong and Chairman of Vietnam Fatherland Front’s
Central Committee Nguyen Thien Nhan, military personnel,
foreign guests and youth union members. Nhan noted that
“the country is the cultural and political foundation for all ethnic
groups”, and he encouraged the country’s 54 ethnic groups to
share more of common cultural values including family values.

On July 2, 50 garment workers from Cambodia’s Bateay district
were injured in a truck accident, a local traffic police chief
confirmed. The truck, carrying 76 female workers, rolled over
and then hit a tree due to a brake failure on its way to a garment
factory. Workers on board were thrown onto the street and
the driver escaped after the accident happened. Fifty people
were injured and five were in critical condition. It is common
in Southeast Asia for workers to travel to work in an open-air
truck. In February, a truck also overturned, injuring 86 people.

On July 2, the Communist Party of China (CPC) launched a
five-year nation-wide ideological education program intending
to strengthen members’ faith in the Party and to vitalise the
Party through promoting its spirit and principles, according
to the General Office of the CPC Central Committee. This
program will educate Party members from rural areas, ethnic
groups, non-public sectors, new recruits and low-level cadres.
It will teach socialist theories and the Party’s Constitution,
policy and principles. Members from ethnic and border areas
will study Marxism and the rule of law. The low-level cadres
will be trained on improving abilities to serve the people.
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Year round pursuit

NAIDOC week is being celebrated
nationwide from July 6 to July 13.
Its focus is to celebrate the history,
culture and achievements of Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander
people.

NAIDOC week is an ideal start-
ing point to what I believe should be
a year-round pursuit — Australians
learning, understanding and rec-
ognising the history and culture of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people. I want to remind Australia

that Aboriginal people still aren’t
recognised in Australia’s Constitu-
tion and that they remain marginal-
ised nation-wide.

This year, Youth Off The Streets
has pledged its support to the Recog-
nise campaign — we have made the
commitment to hire more Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander staff and
to raise awareness of this lack of
recognition.

Recognition would mean con-
necting Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to Australia’s his-
tory and country, which is incredibly
important to their culture. Through
the programs we run for disconnect-
ed, behaviourally-challenged and
problematic Aboriginal youth, we
are able to help create a connection
to country, which is an integral part
to young people living happy and ful-
filling lives.

Cory, a youth worker at Youth
Off The Streets, has seen first hand
how this connection to country helps
Aboriginal youth foster a sense of

Letters / Culture & Life

meaning and understanding. After
spending nine weeks on a camp
with a troubled young person, Cory
focused on teaching the young person
about their history and country; he
immediately saw a positive change.
He experienced zero incidents during
the entirety of the camp, whereas,
prior to the camp, the young person
was having an incident report filed
every day.

This connection to country and
recognition of Aboriginal culture is
integral to their identity as a com-
munity and as people. But right now,
our constitution is ignoring the his-
tory of this country and the world’s
oldest culture and denying Aborigi-
nal people a connection to country.

As the Recognise website puts
it so well, “We need to fix this, and
bring the country together after so
many chapters apart. It is the next
step in reconciling our past. And it’s
the right thing to do”.

NAIDOC is a week that brings
attention to the marginalisation of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people, but let’s not leave it at that.
Once this week has ended I urge
Australians to continue to recognise,
learn and pledge their support to the
Recognise campaign.

NAIDOC week is a great time to
visit www.recognise.org.au, but there
is no wrong time to pledge your sup-
port to this essential campaign.

Father Chris Riley
CEO and Founder at
Youth Off The Streets

ABC Board stacking
to begin again

The appointment of Janet Albre-
chtsen and Neil Brown to the panel
that recommends appointments to
the ABC Board is alarming.

It appears we are in for a return
to the bad old days when the Howard
government stacked the ABC’s
governing board with its political
supporters.

Guardian

Ms Albrechtsen is widely per-
ceived as a right-wing political war-
rior. It is disturbing that someone so
clearly partisan and a strident oppo-
nent of the ABC should be appointed
to such a position.

Mr Brown is a former politician
who has held senior positions in the
Liberal Party. ABC Friends also
knows him to be a strong critic of
the ABC.

ABC Friends worked long and
hard for the introduction of a system
which would depoliticise appoint-
ments to the ABC Board, one in
which board members would be
appointed on merit.

The appointment of Ms Albrech-
tsen and Mr Brown undermines the
integrity of the ABC Board appoint-
ment process.

Glenys Stradijot
ABC Friends

Cult

by
Rob Gow

Royal

A friend loaned us an interesting book the
other day. I say “book”, but in fact it was in
three volumes in a special case. Printed on
glossy art paper, they weighed what felt like
a ton. And the subject of this tome? It was
the 1997 catalogue from Sotheby’s for the
sale of the possessions of the then recently
deceased Duchess of Windsor.

The catalogue, in two large volumes and a
separate index, originally cost US$90 if bought
at the gallery, plus substantial postage if bought
by someone outside the US.

The Duke of Windsor was the former
British monarch Edward VIII. Prior to
becoming King, as the Prince of Wales, he had
enjoyed the life of the idle rich (the very idle
and very rich). Soaking up the Mediterranean
sun on a luxury yacht, visiting the casino, going
to Scotland to shoot, all the usual pursuits of the
wealthy class in Britain. After his coronation,
his life continued in the same vein. (This was
the period of the Great Depression for most
people, but not for the likes of Edward and his
friends.)

In the course of his social jaunts he met an
American woman, Mrs Wallis Simpson, and
they began an affair. Simpson was her second
husband (she’d divorced the first one) and they
lived in Europe as wealthy social butterflies.
Petite, with a slim figure, she was frequently
photographed by the likes of Man Ray wearing
the latest fashions in Harper s Bazaar. Edward
wanted to marry her and Simpson was
willing to give her a divorce, but the British

Wallis Simpson and Edward VIl at their wedding in 1937. Photo: (Hulton Getty)

Establishment was outraged. She was not only
a commoner, but an already once-divorced,
American commoner. As Queen of England?

Under tremendous pressure, Edward
decided to abdicate. He naively thought that
his brothers would all stand up with him at
his wedding and that his wife would be given
royal honours commensurate with his own
Royal status. Instead, he was bundled out of
the country and his wife was never more than
a Duchess. They were however well provided
with the ready and although they had fewer
servants than he would have had at Buckingham
Palace, they still managed to live in luxury.

Of course he lived in luxury — look who he
was: “My twelve godparents, all related to me
in varying degrees, included Queen Victoria
[my great grand-mother], my grandparents the
Prince and Princess of Wales [later Edward
VII and his Queen], my great-uncle the Duke
of Cambridge, the Czarevich, soon to become
Czar [Nicholas II], my maternal grandparents
the Duke and Duchess of Teck, and, by proxy,
my great-grandparents the King and Queen
of Denmark, the Queen of the Hellenes, King
William of Wiirttemberg, and the Duke of
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.”

Later in life, the Duke of Windsor (as
he had become) remarked that “there is no
occasion that rivals the solemn magnificence
of a Coronation, when Church and State unite
in the glorification of the majesty of Kingship.”
That’s certainly how they want the common
people to see it, at any rate. In truth, the

imposition on to the backs of the mass of the
people of a parasitic “Royal Family” and all
their hangers-on is simply an expensive but
very effective means of ensuring the continuing
privileged position of the ruling class.

Once in exile as the disappointed and
presumably disgruntled Duke of Windsor,
Edward was pursued by the Nazis, to whom
he — like so many other members of the British
ruling class — had been sympathetic for years.
They hoped to get him to agree to be Head
of State for a Nazi-controlled Britain after a
successful German invasion, putting him into
the same position as Marshall Petain in Vichy-
France and Quisling in Norway.

Churchill and British Intelligence being on
to this manoeuvre, they shipped the Windsors
off to the Bahamas as Governor (and wife), to
keep them isolated for the duration.

After the War, the Windsors continued a
meaningless life of idleness, pursuing every
fad that came society’s way, attending balls
and garden parties, and trying not to be bored.
As the catalogue shows, the Duchess filled in
some of her time buying clothes, such as item
2393: “A fine and important Christian Dior
Lahore evening gown. French, Autumn-Winter,
1948-49.

“The Duchess was at all times aware of the
exalted position in society into which she had
been catapulted by her marriage and was always
at pains to ensure that she dressed the part.
Her mania for neatness and her immaculate
presentation were a reflection of this.”

The auctioneer’s guide price for this
particular gown was US$10,000 — 15,000.

There are pages and pages of nothing but
gloves: “A group of thirteen fine pairs of gloves
and gauntlets for evening and daywear” (guide
price US$700-1,000); “A group of eleven pairs
of gloves, mostly for evening wear”; a group
of five pairs of gloves; a group of six pairs of
gloves; a group of eleven pairs of gloves; a
group of thirteen pairs of gloves. And that’s
just one page. What could one woman do with
so many gloves?

There are also pages and still more pages
of jewellery, much of it “costume” jewellery
but expensive costume jewellery by name
designers.

Regardless of what her three husbands did,
Wallis’ life seems to have always been devoted
to pleasure. Of her first marriage (to Navy Pilot
Winfield Spencer Jr) she recalled: “Win and I
received many invitations — polo at Del Monte,
beach parties at La Jolla; weekends at Santa
Barbara.”

It was a way of life that she (and her
husbands) continued for the rest of her life.
This huge catalogue is a glossy, sometimes
mouth-watering record of a life spent in the
earnest pursuit of baubles and diversion, its
protagonists desperate to stay in the public
eye, to seek validation of their empty lives in
the reproduction of their escapades in the daily
press.

And this sorry bunch hold themselves up to
be our social superiors? Give me a break! &
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he Imposter, screening as

part of the Sunday Best
season of feature length documen-
taries (ABC2, Sunday July 13 at
8.30pm), is a very strange experi-
ence, mainly because of the bizarre
behaviour of the main protagonists.
Blonde-haired, blue-eyed Nicho-
las Barclay disappeared without a
trace from San Antonio, Texas in
1994. Three and a half years later,
a 23-year-old French con-artist with
dark hair and brown eyes and a heavy
French accent who specialized in
impersonating youngsters much
younger than himself convinced the
Spanish police that he was Nicholas.
To his amazement, when Nicholas’
sister came to meet him she immedi-
ately accepted him too!

Even more bizarrely, she imme-
diately began virtually coaching him
to recognize family photographs,
so future FBI investigators could
not trip him up. Arriving back in
the USA, he found that the curious
self-deception by the family contin-
ued. I found his explanation, that the
family must have killed Nicholas
and accepted his impersonation as a
way of fending off suspicion, more
credible than the weird gullibility of
this Texan family which is their own
explanation.

But then, Texas is itself a weird
place, and logic seems in short supply
there. The FBI, who were skeptical

of the imposter’s story, investigated
it by giving him a lie-detector test.
Now the lie-detector, or polygraph,
is hopelessly discredited everywhere
else, but in Texas and some other
parts of the US it is still relied on.
Significantly, they have to give him
the test three times before they get
the result they want!

Directed by Bart Layton for
Britain’s Channel 4, this is a real
odd-ball.

y father-in-law used to

sell cars, beginning with
new ones in the 1920s. He had his
own showroom in Sydney, first in
the City and later at Epping. He was
very scornful of “lovingly restored”
vintage or classic cars on display at
shows. Gazing at a gleaming 1934
Talbot or something similar, he
would comment: “They were never
any good even when they were new!”
And he could rattle off their mani-
fold defects to back up his comment.
He would have found the new Brit-
ish program For The Love Of Cars
(ABC1 Wednesdays from July 16
at 9.30pm) a real strain, for it is
about restoring “typical” British cars,
beginning with a Ford Escort, of all
things.

The program is presented by
actor and car fanatic Philip Glenister
aided by car designer Ant Anstead.
Each week they find and restore a
different car. While Ant does all the
hard work, Phil uncovers the history
of the cars by meeting the people
who love their cars ... just a little bit
too much.

He meets specialists who still ply
their trade: the last company making
Land Rover car seats by hand; the
man who can rebuild your Ford
Escort Mexico engine and double its
horsepower, and clockmakers who
restore a Mini’s speedometer by eye
alone.

For the first episode, Glenister
and Anstead find, rescue and restore
an incredibly rare specimen of the
Mark 1 Ford Escort Mexico.

nvestigative journalist Sabour

Bradley returns with a second
series of Head First (ABC1 from
July 16 at 8.30pm)

Worth Watching
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Paul’s facial tattoo — My Tattoo Addiction (ABC2 Wednesdays from July 16 at 9.30pm).

In the first episode he follows
two Australian “Stem Cell Tourists”
overseas on their desperate search
for a miracle cure. Large numbers of
incurable or terminally ill Australians
are heading overseas to countries like
China, India and Mexico in a desper-
ate bid to find miracle cures from
Stem Cell doctors who charge large
sums for experimental and unproven
treatment.

Sabour meets controversial
Indian doctor Geeta Shroff who
claims remarkable (and remarkably
quick) improvements to paralysis, as
a result of her embryonic stem-cell
therapy. He also meets an American
specialist who roundly castigates
Shroff’s claims: where is the sci-
entific evidence, where is her pub-
lished research, why does she refuse
to allow access to her lab? When
Sabour puts these questions to Shroff
herself she pleads commercial confi-
dentiality, and that certainly seems
to be her over-riding concern. Secur-
ing her financial future clearly means
much more to her than benefitting
mankind.
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Research on stem cells is banned
in a number of countries for dubious
“ethical” reasons. Sabour’s program
would have been a lot more useful if
he had investigated what research is
actually being carried out around the
world and is India leading the way
or not? As it is, the program leaves
us up in the air.

here are over an estimated

20 million people in Brit-
ain with tattoos, and most of them
were not drunk when they got tat-
tooed. In fact, full arm, leg, chest,
back and even head tattoos are now
more popular than ever. The three-
part series My Tattoo Addiction
(ABC2 Wednesdays from July 16
at 9.30pm) seeks to discover what
people’s tattoos say about their lives
and reveals some of the compelling
stories that lie beneath the surface of
body art.

But as the program shows, some
people do still get tattooed while
drunk, others are just compulsive
about getting tattooed. In the first
episode, unemployed father-of-six
Paul has tattoos all over his face, and

despairs of ever getting a job. But
then he lands his dream job: doing
piercings in a tattoo parlor.

This is a surprisingly interesting
documentary, although the drunken
girls in Magaluf in Majorca, are a
truly sorry spectacle.

Britain has more electronic

surveillance than any other
country on Earth, so it not surpris-
ing that makers of TV drama have
taken this state of affairs up in politi-
cal thrillers. It lies at the heart of the
four-part series Secret State (ABC1
Fridays from July 18 at 9.30pm).

Well-written and stylishly direct-
ed, this series about conflict between
a British political figure who might
be about to become the new PM and
a US petrochemical company is topi-
cal, dramatic and realistic-looking. It
stars Gabriel Byrne as Deputy Prime
Minister Tom Dawkins and Charles
Dance as the Chief Whip, with Syl-
vestra LeTouzel as the ruthlessly
ambitious Foreign Secretary.

Given the grim tone of the series’
opener, it is hard to see how it can
end well. &
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War:

Jeremy Seabrook

July marks the centenary of the
First World War and a campaign
has been under way in Britain
and a number of other countries
to project this war between rival
imperial powers as a necessary
and just war.

War has strange psychological
effects on those who commemorate
it. The desire by some in Britain to
revise the significance of the First
World War, and to repackage it in the
image of the Second, has nothing to
do with either of these two conflicts.
It is essentially a means of justify-
ing contemporary — and unwarrant-
able — wars that have sent Western
militaries into Iraq and Afghanistan,
with the consequences that a whole
world can see.

The changing interpretation
of history is always to do with the
present. The past is constantly rewrit-
ten for contemporary political rea-
sons. All this has no connection with
the often-invoked lessons of history
— which, if they exist, are as ambigu-
ous and indecipherable as the utter-
ances of oracles — and everything to
do with the need to vindicate actions
or interventions in the here-and-now.

For most of my life, it was axi-
omatic that the First World War rep-
resented a shameful squandering of
human life; not in a theoretical way,
but in the deaths, maimed bodies
and mental scars of family members.
Many women, too, amputated of hus-
bands and fiancés, spent diminished
lives in the shadow of the conflict
that had robbed them of everything.

Our next-door neighbour (in
Palmerston Road, that aptly-named
imperial thoroughfare) kept for a life-
time the wasting trousseau which had
been prepared for the day which was
annulled when her future husband
was killed in the last days of the war.
In her 70s, she gave my mother some
of the items that were to have been
her dower — some lace pillow-cases,
sheets marked with iron-mould, soap
that still lathered after half a century,
and table-cloths, lovingly embroi-
dered by herself with multi-coloured
daisies in the long watchful nights of
an absence prolonged forever.

Desolation

The desolation of that conflict
remained, even when the event had
long been overtaken by its grisly suc-
cessor. But by a strange act of tem-
poral imperialism (its spatial version
now being severely circumscribed)

there has been a clear desire to assim-
ilate the First World War to the one
which came so soon after. It seems
that history, too restless to be con-
fined to the shallow graves to which
it is habitually consigned, has con-
jured up the war against Nazism to
colonise the First World War with
values and purposes which have only
a slender connection with the events
of the time.

The enduring fascination of Brit-
ain’s role in the war against Hitler is
still overpowering. Films, recon-
structions, documentaries, memoirs,
fiction, newsreels of the Blitz, evo-
cation of the last time that Britain
truly acted with moral conviction
(however tardily) continue to draw
new generations into a struggle from
which there has been little dissent
from the accepted narrative.

The clearly just war showed this
country in such a favourable light
that we have relived it ever since;
casting all new foes, real and imag-
ined, in the role of Hitler — Nasser,
Nkrumah, Kenyatta, Saddam, Gadd-
afi, Bashar al-Assad, Ahmadinejad,
and now Putin. Perhaps it is a sense
of righteousness that is now being
projected backwards, so that 1914-
18 can be shown as a fight for civi-
lisation against barbarism, a war for
democracy and freedom; even though
at the time of the fighting, democracy
was incomplete even in Britain, since
the franchise had not yet extended to
all adults.

The story that German imperial-
ism had to be stopped would have
been more credible if the empires of
Britain and France had not still been
only just past their florid noon, and
clung to with such tenacity: impe-
rialism in Europe was obviously an
unacceptable form of domination
compared to that in the spaces of Asia
and Africa, where the suppression of
lesser peoples not only enriched the
treasuries of Paris and London but
was also represented as tutelage for
their own good.

Indeed, the victims of imperial-
ism were pressed into a war where
freedom and democracy, if they did
figure in its list of objectives, were
certainly not for them. People in
Britain marvelled at the readiness
with which India’s “martial races”
enlisted — almost 1.5 million. The
Times wrote: “The Indian empire has
overwhelmed the British nation by
the completeness and unanimity of
its enthusiastic aid.” Indian soldiers
were deployed on the Western Front
in the winter of 1914 in the battles of

Ypres, but there were so many casu-
alties — including those who died of
disease — that they were withdrawn
a year later.

What kind
of freedom?

If many of the Indians who enlist-
ed were motivated by the thought
that they would be rewarded by
independence, they were doomed to
disappointment; and the rise of anti-
British militancy was the outcome.
Of the troops of Empire, David Cam-
eron said in November 2013: “They
fought together, they fell together,
and together they defended the
freedoms we enjoy today.” Can these
be the same freedoms the people of
Iraq and Afghanistan are presently
“enjoying”? Or have we brought to
them an inferior order of liberty?

It is not necessarily “revisionist
historians” and politicians whose
agenda is wholly of the moment, who
are to blame for the ritually cleansed
version of the First World War. His-
tory itself knows nothing of stillness.
Convulsive and exigent, it is always
in a state of flux, a condition of
chronic discontent, begging poster-
ity to reshape and alter its contours.

Perhaps this is how the First
World War has morphed into the less
equivocal fight against the monstros-
ity of National Socialism after 1939,
so that it now engulfs the disputed
morality of the carnage of 1914-18.
We are urged to believe that Britain
was bound to enter the war, to pre-
vent the brutal domination of the
continent by an aggressive Germany.

But the victory of the allies in the
First World War actually produced
the circumstances in which Germa-
ny was able to strive for that cruel
distinction. The necessity of World
War Two has bled, as it were, through
time, to stain 1914-18 as a necessary
and just war, despite the fact that the
words “never again” of the repent-
ant belligerents of the earlier conflict
were negated less than a generation
after they were uttered.

Rehabilitating a contested con-
flict by covering it with the mantle of
one which was not only unavoidable
but also ideologically principled has
been wonderfully effective. We have
been so saturated in the past 70 years
by the iconography of the brutalities
of Nazism and the stoical response of
a Britain under aerial bombardment,
threat of invasion, suffering great
material privations, in response to
which all classes and conditions of
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The victims of imperialism were

pressed into a war where freedom and
democracy, if they did figure in its list of
objectives, were certainly not for them.

people united in a common endeav-
our, that it has proved a relatively
simple matter to varnish the earlier
war with the colours of a Britain
drawn together in the interests of
a common — and internationalist
— morality.

I prefer to believe the first-hand
testimonies of the uncles and elders
of my childhood, and their stories -
involuntarily treading on body parts
and rats in the trenches, under con-
tinuous rain and ankle-deep in mud,
broken bodies and minds in a broken
landscape, the fear of summary exe-
cutions of deserters, and their con-
stant longing to be elsewhere, indeed,
anywhere else, than in the trenches.
Of course, they also remembered the
solidarity and affection, friendships
abbreviated by sudden death; and the
survivors, with their sewn-up trou-
ser-legs and coat-sleeves, remained,
a tangible reproach, selling matches
or singing for halfpence in the town
centre even when the Second War
was already long finished.

Of course, it doesn’t do to exag-
gerate. Even the nobility of World
War Two was less untainted than it
has often been represented. When
news of the concentration camps
could no longer be concealed in
1943, a reminder that history did not
have its only habitation in Europe
came with the Bengal famine; a dis-
aster aggravated by the priority given
to feeding the military, so that at least
1.5 million died in the heart of an

Empire destined to receive its qui-
etus so soon after the time of bones
and ashes.

No doubt when the four years of
official memorising are over, the First
World War will stand forth, bathed
in uncritical adulation, not so much
for the real courage and anguish of
the soldiers who fought it, but for
the wisdom and insight of those who
directed it to the greater glory of Brit-
ain. It is a pity that commemoration
should take precedence over remem-
bering, and the voiceless dead are re-
enlisted, this time not for a remorseful
looking back on gratuitous slaughter
but for a tendentious reworking of the
cruel, unequal and bloody conflicts of
the 21st century, in which the “body
count” of US and British soldiers is
known but the number of Iraqi and
Afghan people who perished is lost
in a dark indifference.

There is no limit to the shameful
tribute of flesh and blood demanded
by those who call themselves the
supreme representatives of civilisa-
tion, and their appropriation of the
innocence and enthusiasm of new
generations, whose lives, illuminated
by rhetoric of glory and honour, are
abridged for causes that have less to
do with love of country or justice than
with the maintenance of the suprema-
cy of wealth and power. No wonder it
has been judged expedient to replace
memory with commemoration.
Third World Resurgence &
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