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UN rejects move to log Tasmanian

Peter Mac

Last week the World Heritage Committee
decisively rejected the Abbott government’s
application to remove 74,000 hectares of
forests in south-west Tasmania from the
World Heritage List.

A vast area of Tasmania’s forests had previ-
ously been included on the List, after decades
of campaigns against clear-fell logging of old
growth forests and damming of the state’s wild
rivers.

However, conflict over logging of other
areas continued, and the state and federal gov-
ernments, logging companies, unions and envi-
ronmental groups finally reached an agreement
under which an extra 172,000 hectares of forest
would be preserved.

That additional area, which forms part of
the tallest flowering forests on Earth and which
includes sites of significance for Tasmania’s
Aboriginal people, was accepted for inclusion
in the List by the UN World Heritage Commit-
tee in June last year.

Under international conventions to which
Australia is a signatory the federal government
is obliged to provide protection for the UN-
listed area. If necessary it can override state
governments to do so.

However, after the elections last July the
Abbott government formally applied to the
Committee to remove 74,000 hectares from
the additional 172,000 hectares, arguing that
much of the area had actually been degraded by
previous logging and the planting of pine and
eucalyptus plantations.

Australia is one of only three countries to
have applied for delisting of its own World Her-
itage areas in the last 40 years; the other two are
Oman and Tanzania. Former Greens leader Bob
Brown called it “the lowest point in the history
of Australian environmental diplomacy.”

The International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature advised the Committee to reject
the application because only about 10 per-
cent of the 74,000 hectares had been logged
since 1960, and the timber plantations in those
logged area covered only about 740 hectares.

Some 6 percent of the 74,000 hectares had
been logged more than 50 years ago; 44 percent
was old growth forest, 8 percent native rainfor-
estand 17 percent native grassland and non-for-
est growth. Some 15 percent was native forest,
unlogged but not old growth, partly because it
was recovering from bushfires.

In short, only 16 percent of the 74,000
hectares had ever been logged, and the earlier-
logged areas are well on the road to recovery.
The UN International Council on Monuments
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and Sites also advised the Committee that addi-
tional research on cultural values in the listed
areas (particularly regarding sacred or signifi-
cant Aboriginal sites and archaeologically sig-
nificant areas) was necessary.

In light of these recommendations the
Committee unanimously rejected the applica-
tion. The Portuguese members of the Commit-
tee bluntly described the Abbott government’s
case as “feeble”.

Ruth Langford, Tasmanian Aboriginal
Centre secretary, welcomed the decision. She
declared: “This country not only holds mag-
nificent forests, which provides medicines and
good spirits for us, it is also the resting place
for ancestors.”

Future of timber industry

Liberal Senator Richard Holbeck, who is
parliamentary secretary to the federal Minister
for Agriculture and was an avid proponent of
the de-listing proposal, claimed the decision
would seriously damage Tasmania’s “special
species users ... the wooden boat builders, the
craft workers and the furniture makers”.

But most of the timber obtained previ-
ously by logging went to industries like paper
manufacturing which use timber on a large
scale, not to boat building or other small-scale
industries.

If upheld by the state and federal govern-
ment the committee’s decision would definitely
end massive clear-felling in the listed areas.
However, the timber industry will not be wiped

Colombian elections

out by the committee’s decision, which does
not totally preclude tree felling within the listed
area, and logging will still continue in Tasma-
nia’s non-listed areas.

As management of national parks has
shown, conservation of native forests still
requires careful maintenance, and that some-
times involves removal of naturally-felled
timber. Moreover, with the cooperation of envi-
ronmental organisations the Tasmanian govern-
ment could still authorise very careful removal
of a limited number of carefully-selected indi-
vidual trees, providing that the heritage value
of the forests is strictly maintained.

Better still, in order to supply the small-
scale industries (which employ far more people
per tree logged than industries that involve
clear felling) the government could plant the
special species trees in other non-listed areas
that really have been irreparably degraded.

But there’s the rub. Neither the state nor
the federal coalition governments are interested
in such careful, sensitive approaches; they’re
intent on serving the interests of the major
corporations, and certainly not the small-scale
timber users.

The listed areas should be declared national
parks. However, the surly Hodgman Tasmanian
government, which is still smarting from the
UN rebuff, has classified the forest as “future
reserve land”, which implies a far lower level
of conservation than would be accorded to a
national park.

The Abbott government said it will study
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the Committee’s decision closely before it
decides on further action. The response of both
state and federal governments indicates they
will take any opportunity to block implementa-
tion of the Committee’s decision.

Another worrying trend is that national
parks funding has in some states been progres-
sively reduced, even though the extent of the
national parks has increased.

Nevertheless, the World Heritage Com-
mittee’s decision has positive implications for
other threatened areas, such as the Tarkine and
Bruny Island, where proposed logging is sup-
ported by the Hodgman government but widely
condemned by environmental groups.

Dr Phil Pullinger from Environment Tas-
mania also commented: “They tried to use
some pretty strong tactics around the Great
Barrier Reef and the World Heritage Commit-
tee basically put the government on notice ...
that they will be looking at endangered listing
for the reef if the government does not clean
up its act.”

Next year the Committee will make a deci-
sion on whether to declare the Reef endan-
gered, and their decision will doubtless be
influenced by the Abbott government’s ham-
fisted attempt to de-list the 74,000 hectares of
Tasmanian forest.

In the meantime, the decision by the World
Heritage Committee to reject that application
should be welcomed by everyone concerned
about preservation of our unique and wonderful
natural environment. &
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What’s lurking
behind the populist politics?

Clive Palmer pulled off one of the most successful populist stunts
of all times by holding a press conference with former US vice-
President Al Gore at his side. It is hard to imagine that Gore, the
high profile global crusader for action on climate change, has any
credibility left when it comes to saving the planet. He heaped praise
on the billionaire mining magnate who just weeks ago was a climate
change denier.

Palmer said his Palmer United Party (PUP) Senators would vote
against the Coalition’s legislation to abolish the Clean Energy Finance
Corporation (CEFC) and the Climate Change Authority (CCA), but
would vote to abolish the carbon tax (and emissions trading scheme)
that was due to come into operation in 2015. Palmer also indicated
they would support retention of the Renewable Energy Target (RET),
although Abbott has yet to announce its abolition — he is holding a
review first before announcing his intentions.

According to media reports, Al Gore would only lend his support
if Palmer agreed to keep the three environmental bodies. He also had
to agree to an emissions trading scheme. Under pressure from his
PUP Senate members to adhere to a previous commitment to abolish
the carbon price/ETS and from Gore to support one, he proposed
an ETS with a zero price on carbon until such time as the EU, US,
China, Japan and Korea adopt similar schemes. Gore bought the
zero dollar carbon price with the possibility (no certainty) of a real
scheme at some later date.

Labor, the Greens and the PUP look set to defeat Abbott’s at-
tempts to abolish the CCA and CEFC in the Senate. The Coalition
has already killed off the Climate Change Commission and also plans
to shut down the Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA).
When questioned last week Palmer had no idea what his attitude
was towards ARENA. It was not even clear whether he knew what
it was. The carbon price and ETS look set to be abolished in the
new Senate when it sits next week with Palmer and two other inde-
pendents supporting the Coalition.

Gore described Palmer’s announcement as an “extraordinary
moment in which Australia, the US and the rest of the world is
finally beginning to confront the climate crisis in a meaningful way.”
Palmer, aided and abetted by Gore with his green credentials, has
pulled off an extraordinary stunt — a climate change denier appearing
to do an about turn.

“True to our promises to the Australian people at the last election,
Palmer United senators will vote in the Senate to abolish the carbon
tax,” he said. “In doing so, Palmer United senators will move an
amendment that all producers of energy are required by law, not by
choice, to pass on to all consumers of energy the savings from the
repeal of the carbon tax,” adding a populist touch which is hardly
likely to see the light of day.

The key question of course is climate change and what is being
done to address it. The carbon tax was far from adequate but served
to appear to be doing something. As the Greens insisted, additional
measures were and still are required. The Renewal Energy Target is
misleading; it relates only to electricity production. Major electricity
generators are required to produce at least 41,000 gigawatt-hours
per annum (approximately 20 percent of their production) from re-
newables by 2020. This target, which has its origins with the Howard
government, does not take into consideration other sources such
as coal fired plants, petrol, gas, etc, which are responsible for two
thirds of Australia’s emissions.

The Palmer/Gore show has served Abbott and the mining sector
and other big polluters well in diverting attention away from the fact
that Australia is doing next to nothing to address climate change.
The Abbott government’s RET review, which is required this year
under existing legislation, is headed by Dick Warburton, a lobbyist
against the carbon price on behalf of manufacturers. “I am not a
denier, nor a sceptic actually, of climate change per se. What I am
sceptical [about] is the claim that man-made carbon dioxide is the
major cause of global warming. I’m not a denier of that, but I am
sceptical of that claim,” Warburton told Naomi Woodley on ABC
radio AM program (18-02-2014).

No prizes for guessing the outcome of that review!

PRESS FUND

Peter Greste and two other journalists were jailed for seven

years last week, even though no hard evidence of them having
committed a real crime was produced at their trial. But if you
disagree with this verdict, and with the very idea of jailing people
who have committed no crime, consider the fate of thousands

of people (including about 1,000 children currently) who have
sought asylum here but have been sentenced by successive
Australian governments to indefinite imprisonment in squalid
detention centres. No crime, no trial, no justice! If you support the
Guardian’s coverage of this and other vital topics, why not send
us a Press Fund contribution for the next issue, because we could
really do with your help. Many thanks to this week’s supporters,
namely:

Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15, R Gillespie $20, K Maiski
$20, D White $20, Fred Rouady $50

This week’s total: $130 Progressive total: $4,090
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URGENT ACTION: Free
all Palestinian political
prisoners now!

Al-Awda, The Palestine Right To
Return Coalition and The Global
Campaign for Palestinian Politi-
cal Prisoners call on all people
of conscience to take immediate
action to help save the lives of all
Palestinian political prisoners cur-
rently on hunger strike!

Over 120 Palestinian prisoners
have now entered their 60th day of
hunger strike, in protest against the
policy of administrative detention.
Administrative detention is a proce-
dure in which Palestinians are arbi-
trarily arrested and detained without
charge or trial.

These Palestinian mass hunger
strikers have been detained by Israeli
authorities without any charge what-
soever, and there are reports that
some are already in critical condi-
tion with vision impairment, vomit-
ing blood and lapsing in and out of
consciousness.

The Israeli occupation authorities
and courts continue to detain Pales-
tinians under the “Emergency Law of
19457, which was in force during the
British Mandate of Palestine. This
“law”, which violates international
law, allows the Zionist authority to
detain Palestinians without trial or
providing reason, and to repeatedly
extend the term of detention.

The Israeli authorities have
also ratified the Unlawful Combat-
ant Law of 2000, which allows the
occupation state to detain Palestin-
ians without charge or disclosure of
the term of detention. There are cur-
rently approximately 200 Palestinian
administrative detainees. The current
mass hunger strikers are protesting
prison conditions and administrative
detention.

TAKE ACTION NOW! Please
join the voices and support around
the world to save the hunger strikers

and demand their immediate release
from prison!

Sign this petition to US President
Barack Obama, voice your concern
and demand that the US adminis-
tration intervene for the immediate
release of all the current hunger strik-
ers, all administrative detainees, and
Palestinian political prisoners includ-
ing children.

Al-Awda,

The Palestine Right to Return
Coalition

2720 Loker Avenue West, Suite J
Carlsbad CA 92010

Tel: 760-918-9441

Fax: 760-918-9442

E-mail: info@al-awda.org
al-awda.org
facebook.com/AlAwdaPRRC
Global Campaign for Palestinian
Political Prisoners
facebook.com/GCFPPP &

Rally for

Melbourne saw its biggest pro-
public transport rally ever last
Saturday. Endorsed by more than
70 organisations, the protest was
attended by thousands of people.
Protesters listened to speeches
before marching down Swanston
Street to Flinders Street Station,
the centre of the public transport
system in Melbourne.

Speakers included: Greens
federal MP Adam Bandt, Yarra
City Councillor Stephen Jolly,
Moreland City Councillor Sue
Bolton plus a number of repre-
sentatives from pro-public trans-
port community groups.

The rally united the groups
around three main demands:

Scrap the East-West Link, rip

up any contracts signed and for
investment in public transport as
an alternative to toll roads.

Yarra City Councillor Stephen
Jolly said “The picketing cam-
paign against the East-West
tunnel test drilling helped to high-
light all the problems with this
project.

“If allowed to go ahead it
would be a social, environmental
and economic disaster for this
state. It will not reduce conges-
tion and the jobs created would
only be temporary. Public trans-
port creates more long term,
sustainable jobs and its better for
the environment. That’s why the

bulk of Victorians want to see it
prioritised.

“If this government goes
against the wishes of the major-
ity of people then they can expect
more pickets and civil disobedi-
ence in the lead up to the election.

“At the same time this rally
sends a message to the Labor
opposition. Either commit to rip-
ping up the contracts or you too
will have to deal with unrest if you
win the election in November.

“No matter what happens, this
pro public transport movement
will gather momentum. People
have had enough of consecutive
governments refusing to invest in
the system”. Stephen said. &

MEAA condemns
verdict in Al Jazeera

The Media, Entertainment & Arts
Alliance (MEAA), the union and
professional association for Aus-
tralia’s journalists, condemns the
verdict of the Cairo court in the
case involving journalists from
Al Jazeera English and calls on
Egyptian authorities to urgently
intervene to free the three journal-
ists who have been detained for
simply doing their jobs.
Nairobi-based Al Jazeera Eng-
lish reporter Australian Peter Greste,
the Al Jazeera English Cairo bureau
chief Canadian-Egyptian Mohamed
Fahmy and the Al Jazeera producer

Baher Mohamed have been detained
since December 29 — part of that
time they were held in solitary
confinement.

The verdict of the court, despite
the lack of evidence and bizarre court
proceedings over more than a dozen
hearings, is an appalling attack on
press freedom and carries an implicit
threat to all media working in Egypt.

The court proceedings have been
farcical from the outset and there
has not been a shred of evidence
presented by the prosecution that in
any way implicates the journalists
in the charges of defaming Egypt
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and having ties to the blacklisted
Muslim Brotherhood. Contrary to
the charges the three journalists have
behaved ethically and responsibly
while reporting on a complex, rap-
idly changing political environment
in Egypt.

Evidence presented to the court
by the prosecution included holiday
photographs of Peter Greste’s par-
ents, a recording of popular Austral-
ian singer Gotye’s Somebody That
I Used To Know; Greste’s award-
winning reports from East Africa,
Sky News Arabia’s tourism reports,
poorly photoshopped images, and
BBC podcasts.

MEAA again calls on Egypt’s
authorities to immediately release
the three Al Jazeera English journal-
ists and all journalists detained for
their journalism. MEAA urges that
journalists should be free to carry
out their duties without harassment,
intimidation or violence. MEAA
members will continue to support the
detained journalists and to campaign
for their release. @&
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Rally calls for support

Yatu Widders Hunt

A rally was held at Redfern’s Tent
Embassy at NSW The Block last month
in a bid to raise further public oppo-
sition to development plans, which
opponents say prioritise commercial
interests over affordable Aboriginal
housing.

Attended by around 100 people, the
rally was opened with a performance from
musician Kutcha Edwards, who travelled
from Victoria for the event.

He was followed by speakers Kaye
Bellear, Jenny Munro and Lyall Munro,
who all talked about the need to continue
to put pressure on the Aboriginal Housing
Company (AHC), which owns the land,
to respond to the needs of the community.

Local residents and entertainers were
then invited to take to the stage and share
their views. Ms Munro said that opposition
to the plans was building and that it was
more important than ever to keep visibil-
ity of the issue in the media and broader
community.

“We have watched how such a beauti-
ful vision and dream for our people has
been reduced to this,” she said. “We are
here still fighting for black homes to be
built on black land and we are inviting all
Australians to come out and support us.
We should be billionaires on our land, not
beggars.”

Protesters also promised local resi-
dents that they would do their best to put
a stop to commercial, development, which
they believe is due to begin within weeks.

“We will do whatever it takes to make
sure that the only soil that gets turned on
this land is for Aboriginal housing,” Ms
Munro said. In his address, Mr Munro
said he was heartened by the fact that the
issue was receiving widespread interest,
with the tent embassy recently enjoying
visits from activist Rosalie Kunoth-Monks,
arts identity Rhoda Roberts and journalist
Jeff McMullen, as well as members of the
wider Sydney community.

Important issue

St Clair resident Shanae Day and her
mother Keren, who heard about the rally
on social media, travelled from western
Sydney to show their support. It was the
first time Ms Day had attended a rally and
said it showed just how important this
issue was to her and other young people.

“I think our rights are extremely impor-
tant and I just want to do what I can to sup-
port the issue,” she said. “Out of respect to
my great grandmother, who was removed
from her family, I maintain a strong inter-
est in justice and in doing what’s right.”

Organisers say the tent embassy —
which has more than tripled in size since
it was established on Sorry Day in May —
could maintain its presence for as long as
three years until the AHC’s development
application for the land expires, however,
they hope a resolution is reached before
then.

Representatives of the AHC have
consistently maintained the development
includes sufficient affordable housing.

Koori Mail &

The embassy organisers. (Photo: Jack Fisher)
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Compo system’s injustice

Workers’ compensation reforms
in NSW announced last week will
see a very small number of injured
workers, primarily workers with
amputations and other hor-
rific injuries, have their benefits
returned.

However, none of these work-
ers should have had their benefits
removed in the first place and even
this restoration of benefits will still
leave almost 40,000 injured work-
ers a year without access to medi-
cal benefits.

Greens MP and Industrial Rela-
tions Spokesperson David Shoeb-
ridge said:

“In the last two years we have
seen tens of thousands of injured

workers lose the right to medical
benefits despite suffering often
serious workplace injuries.

“The savage cuts to benefits
that were made in 2012, together
with a substantial increase in
returns on WorkCover investments,
have seen the scheme heading
towards an unjustifiable $6 billion
surplus.”

In evidence given to Parliament
last month, WorkCover’s actuar-
ies estimated that at least 40,000
injured workers a year are losing
protection as a result of the Coali-
tion’s 2012 reforms.

The announcement will only
see medical benefits restored to
a small minority of those injured

workers at a cost estimated by
WorkCover at a maximum of $82
million a year, a fraction of the
scheme’s surplus.

“WorkCover can easily afford
to reinstate medical benefits for all
injured workers at a maximum esti-
mated cost of $282 million a year,”
said Mr Shoebridge.

“If you are injured at work
then as a simple matter of human
decency you should be covered for
life for reasonable and necessary
medical treatment.

“Restoring medical benefits
won’t break the bank and it’s long
overdue.

“It is genuinely heartbreaking
to hear the stories of people who
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have gone from a dignified life at
work to a life of poverty and pain,
simply because they were injured
at work and the system no longer
protects them,” Mr Shoebridge
said.

Background

The “medical cap” is a change
to the law that was made in the
2012 reform process. It denies all
but “seriously injured” workers any
right to ongoing medical benefits if
it is 12 months or more since they
last received workers’ compensation
income payments.

“Seriously injured” is defined
under the current scheme as having
a “whole person impairment” (WPI)
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Socialism in practice
Frea aducation
Food security

Global soclal justics

*BRIGADE -

Sydney information session
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at 74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills

of more than 30%. Having your
entire leg amputated at below the
knee amounts to only a 28% WPL

This “medical cap” has effec-
tively terminated the right to
medical treatment for all but a tiny
minority of injured workers who
have retired, as well as thousands of
other workers who have got back to
work despite carrying an ongoing
injury.

The government’s proposal is
to change the definition of “seri-
ously injured” to a WPI of more
than 21%. This will exclude the
vast majority of injured workers
including severe injuries such as
multi-level back injuries that
require surgery. @
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I#'s time to put fracking

Australia

Len Lean

Only fools or the lackeys of big
mining and power generation
interests would argue against ban-
ning the coal seam gas (fracking)
process. Scientific evidence shows
that fracking causes huge damage
to the environment and harms
human and animal health.

Many of our politicians in major
conservative or social democratic
parties don’t seem to understand
science, the environment and health
of humans. Recently, the Miner-
als Resources Minister in South
Australia, Tom Koutsantonis, a
former shop union industrial officer
who has no qualifications in any
field of science, had the insolence to
criticise the opposition to fracking
as supporting “pseudo-science” and
claimed it is threatening investment
in resources.

Addressing industry leaders, he
called for better understanding of
methods used and the importance of
the resources industry to SA. Such
comments are demeaning to scien-
tists, are witless and seek to deceive
the electorate, but that’s the way of
the capitalist system — looking after
the wealthy and big business at the
expense of the health of the popula-
tion and the environment.

Election issue

Fracking was an election issue in
the South East seat of Mt Gambier
this year. This is an area with huge
underground water resources sup-
plying Mt Gambier with its drinking
water from the Blue Lake. The area
also has pristine sinkholes and other
lakes supplying water to places like
Robe, a fishing port in the region.
Wild life at Bool Lagoon will be
under threat of contamination result-
ing in endangered birds and wild
ducks being poisoned. Fracking
could destroy all this area because of
politicians putting business interests
first.

Countries with cities or states
with a ban or moratorium on frack-
ing include:

e The US: New York State,
California, Los Angeles,
Pennsylvania, Washington DC,
Texas, Hawaii, Ohio, Mora
County, New Mexico and
Colorado.

» Canada: Newfoundland and

Quebec.

Europe: Spain, France,

Luxembourg, Bulgaria, Germany,

Switzerland, Austria, Italy,

Northern Ireland and Ireland.

¢ South Africa

* New Zealand: Christchurch and
Kaikoura district.

Fluid flowbacks

Flow back water typically con-
tains some of the original fracking
fluid constituents, as well as other
hazardous chemicals and materials
found underground. Waste-water
contains a range of naturally occur-
ring radioactive elements, including
radium 226 and uranium, both of
which have long half-lives and known
health risks. In November 2009, Sci-
entific American published an article
documenting that “waste-water from
natural gas drilling in New York State
is radioactive, as high as 267 times
the limit safe for discharge into the
environment and thousands of times
the limit safe for drinking”.

Radio nuclides can be present in
waste-water. These include isotopes
of radium, radon, uranium, alpha and
beta particles. The Australian Drink-
ing Water Guidelines state that there
is evidence from both human and
animal studies that radiation expo-
sure at low to moderate doses may
increase the long-term incidence of
cancer. There is also evidence from
animal studies that the rate of genetic
disorders may be increased by radia-
tion exposure (National Health Medi-
cal Research Council 2011).

We have good reason to fear
fracking as it can contaminate ground
water. Coal bed methane is frequent-
ly produced at or close to depths
associated with ground water tables,
while shale gas fracking occurs at
depths hundreds of metres below
ground water tables. Nevertheless,

fracking does involve drilling wells
down through ground water aquifers,
and the transport, storage, injection
into the ground, and disposal of fluids
containing toxic constituents.

Can’t trust
private enterprise

Self-reporting of incidents has
failed in the past and will continue
in the future. The best known is the
water spillage into the Pilliga State
Forest in NSW, in 2011. Santos Ltd
purchased the company from East-
ern Star Gas and subsequently self-
reported on the former company’s
environment impacts, including acci-
dental discharge of produced water
into Bohema Creek as well as the
failure of a water treatment facility.
It is unclear how much toxic water
was discharged in these events or
how many events took place.

In Queensland the Australian
Pacific Liquid Natural gas project
approval permits the discharge of
treated fracking water from the
project’s Talinga water treatment
facility into the Condamine River. A
condition of licence approval is that
the treated water meets the ANZECC
water quality standards before it is

Farmers won’t bhe

bought on CSG

Industry Minister Ian Macfarlane
has got it wrong if he thinks farm-
ers can simply be bought off with
bigger financial incentives to allow
drilling for coal seam gas on their
land, the Lock the Gate Alliance
says.

National coordinator for Lock
the Gate Phil Laird said throwing
bundles of cash at individual land-
holders would only intensify con-
flict over coal seam gas drilling in
rural communities nationwide.

“The issue is not how much
money individuals can make, it is
about the fact that drilling for coal
seam gas and other forms of uncon-
ventional gas is simply not safe,”
Mr Laird said.

“It’s not safe for our water
resources, our farmland or our com-
munities. Fracking and other forms
of unconventional gas extraction are
not appropriate in food producing

areas, over aquifers or near human
beings.

“We have to ask why on the one
hand is the Minister so keen to get
coal seam gas out of the ground at
the expense of land and water yet
is refusing to reserve any gas for
domestic use.”

Mr Laird said Macfarlane is
reported as saying that gas reserva-
tion would come in “over my dead
body”, an alarming statement that
shows his disregard for Austral-
ian agriculture and manufacturing
industries.

“CSG exports are locking Aus-
tralia into the world gas market and
will cause domestic gas prices to
triple. CSG companies will reap
windfall profits, while Australian
manufacturing loses tens of thou-
sands of jobs and everyday Austral-
ians pay much more just to heat
their homes.

“Other countries understand the
strategic nature of energy supplies
and have implemented gas reser-
vation. It is the responsibility of
Australian governments to protect
Australian consumers and indus-
tries, but Macfarlane is sacrificing
us for the CSG exporters.”

He noted that, consumers in
Australia and around the world are
demanding clean and green food
supplies. The community demands
balance in this debate beyond the
narrow focus of sectional interests.

“Policy inaction on gas reserva-
tion, no go zones and environmental
protection shows how federal gov-
ernments have failed the national
interest test on this issue and mining
in general. When will we have a
mature debate in this country on
CSG and unconventional gas? The
risks in getting it wrong are too
great.” &

discharged into the receiving water
body. Water quality monitoring
undertaken in 2011 reported high
levels of boron and cadmium in the
treated water.

The Queensland Department of
Environment stated it would amend
the operation licence to allow dis-
charge of elevated levels, presumably
to be consistent with current dis-
charge as sought by Australian Pacif-
ic. Other contaminants released into
the Condamine are Bromine, lodine,
Sodium, Aluminium, Chloroform
(Trichloromethane), Zinc, Barium,
Chromium (as Cr VI), Copper,
Nickel, Lead, (N-Nitrosodimethyl-
amine). There is no mention of the
radioactive hazardous materials.

Tests required

Contamination results from the
use of toxic chemicals during the
fracking process and the subsequent
release of additional toxic chemicals
and radioactive materials during well
production. The fluid pumped out of
the well and separated from the oil
and gas not only contains the chemi-
cal additives used in the drilling proc-
ess but also contains heavy metals,
radioactive materials, volatile organ-
ic compounds and hazardous air
pollutants such as benzene, toluene,
ethyl benzene and xylene (BTEX).
State governments must make com-
pulsory the testing for all chemicals
used and all produced toxic contami-
nants including radioactive material
by the fracking process.

Spills from pipes and contami-
nated structures are a key risk for the
fracking industry. Depending on its
location and magnitude, a water spill
has the potential to sterilise soil and
affect vegetation such as occurred in
the Pilliga incidents. If the spilled
produced water enters a watercourse
it may have ecological impacts on
downstream aquatic systems. The
high salt and metal concentrations of
produced fracking water may result
in ecotoxic responses. While ecotox-
icity may not have occurred in the
Talinga incident in the Condamine
River it may be possible through
recurring or larger spills. Soil con-
tamination may persist for many
years, and watercourse contamina-
tion may persist for months.

Detrimental consequences of
fracking water entering streams
and rivers can include effects on
the chemistry of waterways, which
can lead to significant ecosystem
impacts. Laboratory studies indi-
cate that exposure to elevated con-
centrations of total dissolved solids,
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bicarbonate, magnesium chloride,
and sulphate constituents that may
occur in produced water can be
toxic to some freshwater organisms,
according to a study report from the
US National Research Council 2010.

Ground water
contamination

The contamination of aquifers
from produced water is one of the
greatest long-term concerns asso-
ciated with fracking and shale gas
projects. The shallow depths between
the coal seams and aquifers used for
drinking and agriculture in NSW may
mean there is greater potential for the
vertical migration of produced water
through cracks, faults and wells,
notwithstanding water and energy
required for hydraulic fracturing
and consequently a higher risk of
contamination.

Change in near-surface aquifer
water chemistry, as a consequence
of contamination by gasses and pro-
duced water derived from deeper
strata, can also affect ground water
systems. For example, methane has
low solubility and can seep through
cracks, faults and wells into ground
water systems. It can be oxidised by
bacteria, resulting in anoxic condi-
tions that in turn, can increase the
solubility of arsenic and iron and
reduce sulphide and sulphate caus-
ing water quality problems.

For regions and activities that
rely on ground water as their princi-
pal water source or as backup during
drought, the additional impact of
water extraction and injection due to
fracking may have broader and long-
er-term consequences and affect the
security and reliability of water supply
for drinking water and agriculture.

Temporary bans
not enough

While NSW and Victoria state
governments have temporary bans on
fracking, this decision could change
with big commercial interests that
see huge profits pressurising our
pathetic politicians into caving in,
using the spurious argument it will
create jobs. So will renewable energy
create permanent jobs and produce
renewable energy, reducing the high
pollution levels Australia produces.

Eastern states have an oppor-
tunity to lobby both major parties
before their state elections calling on
them to commit to a total ban on the
fracking procedure, and commit to
increasing renewable energy. &
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Coalition’s war on
refugee righis grinds on

Bob Briton

On all fronts, the federal govern-
ment is past caring how raw and
vicious its attacks appear to its
victims in Australia or to the inter-
national community. Its stance on
asylum seekers is a prime exam-
ple. The Coalition’s momentum
may have been interrupted by two
unanimous decisions of the High
Court to slap down Immigration
Minister Scott Morrison’s attempt
to put a cap on the number of
boat arrivals to be included in
Australia’s refugee intake and to
refuse permanent protection visas
to them but the strident rhetoric is
unchanged.

Morrison finds “shameful and
offensive” a lawsuit brought against
authorities responsible for the
Christmas Island detention centre
for failure to be prepared for what
became a tragedy involving SIEV 22
in December 2010. Fifty people died
that day and the images of the flimsy
boat being smashed against the
rocks along the shore of Christmas
Island shocked the country. The
Immigration Minister likens the
legal action on behalf of some of the
victims to “someone who was saved
from a fire suing the fireman”. Mr
Morrison’s odd sensibilities would
be irrelevant if it weren’t for the role
he has in determining the future of so
many defenceless people fleeing the
world’s trouble spots.

The cumulative effect of policy
of the current and previous federal
governments has seen Australia’s
standing as a sanctuary for refugees
slump dramatically. As the number of
the world’s refugees, asylum seekers
and internally displaced persons tops
50 million, Australia’s has slipped
from second to third place (behind
the US and Canada) for admissions
of refugees under the UNHCR

program. But this statistic doesn’t
reveal the whole story.

In terms on the intake of all
refugees, Australia has fallen from
10th spot in 2010 to 17th by 2013.
Fewer than 0.3 percent of the refugees
under the UNHCR’s mandate live in
Australia. That puts Australia in 48th
place out of 187 countries. If the size
of Australia’s population is taken into
account, it slips to 62nd position and
if the country’s wealth is considered
it plummets to 74th. This is according
to figures from the Refugee Council
of Australia.

UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, Antonio Guterres, has
praised Australia’s reputation for
community integration of refugees
but is disturbed by the attitude to boat
arrivals. “The problem is when we
discuss boats,” he said recently. “And
there of course we enter into a very,
very, very dramatic thing. I think it is
a kind of collective sociological and
psychological question.”

The High Commissioner is right
— the government’s attitude panders
to the most hostile, xenophobic
sections of the Australian population,
which otherwise is notably very
welcoming of refugees. But the
Coalition is banking on supporters
of “fortress Australia” to continue its
domination of public debate. More
legislative encouragement to this
quarter is on its way.

The size of the small “carrot” on
offer to asylum seekers on condition
they return to their country of origin
is to be increased from the current
range of $1,500 - $2,000 to $,3,300
- $10,000. People from Pakistan,
Nepal and Burma will be offered
$3,000 to return. Afghans will be
offered $4,000 while Iranians and
Sudanese will be paid $7,000.
Lebanese asylum seekers will be
given $10,000 once they arrive
back in their home country. People
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wanting to escape long stays in trying
conditions on Manus Island, Nauru
and Christmas Island will get cash
payments to “voluntarily” go back
even to active conflicts zones. They
will be taken to the Hideaway Hotel
in Port Moresby, flown out and off
the Abbott government’s books.
That’s the long and the short of it.

The government also wants
the threshold for deciding to return
asylum seekers to their country of
origin drastically reduced. At the
moment the decision in favour of
asylum seekers is made if there is a
“real chance” that they could suffer
“significant harm” if they were to
return.

The “real chance” is set at a 10
percent likelihood. Morrison recently
introduced his Migration Amendment
(Protection and Other Measures)
Bill 2014, which seeks to alter the
“real chance” of harm in current
legislation to “more likely than not”,
i.e. a greater than 50 percent chance
that they may suffer significant
harm. Presumably, the Immigration
Department will determine the odds
before taking this perverse gamble
with many people’s lives.

Australia is a signatory to the
1984 Convention Against Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment. It should
protect people from the prospects
contained in Morrison’s Bill. “The
principle of non-expulsion is the
crucible of protection and what
this does is propose a fundamental
deviation from the well-established
threshold for assessing someone’s
risk of facing life-threatening harm,”
refugee lawyer David Mann said
recently.

No case has been made for the
downgrade of due process, just plain
political expediency to the cost of
the world’s burgeoning numbers of
refugees. @&

Cost-cutting review of
ABC must become public

“Leaks from Minister Turnbull’s
cost-cutting review of the ABC are
alarming,” said Glenys Stradijot,
ABC Friends national spokes-
person. “The type of broadcaster
envisaged by the review is priva-
tisation of the ABC.

“It breaks two Coalition pre-
election promises: its promise not to
cut the ABC and its promise not to
privatise the ABC.

“Independent surveys regularly
reveal how highly Australians trust
and value the public broadcaster.

“The community will not accept
the ABC becoming merely a plat-
form for programs produced by the
same private production companies
that make content for commercial
television.

“They will not accept the
operations of the ABC being even
more centralised in Sydney. The
ABC is meant to be a ‘national’
broadcaster.”

The government’s review puts
in place the means to outsource
most of the national broadcaster’s
programs. These include Play

School and At the Movies. it also
includes increased centralisation of
operations in Sydney.

The ABC has a long-time proc-
ess of “build and own” for program
production. The review wants to
axe an ABC decision to build new
television production studios at its
Southbank headquarters.

Michael Tull, president of the
Community and Public Sector
Union, said the proposals would
“sound the death knell for the
ABC’s distinctive Australian voice.

“If that in-house capacity goes
then Australia can say goodbye to
the great dramas and edgy comedies
which are such a central part of who
we are.”

The ABC and SBS would also
share headquarters, something
former prime minister Malcolm
Fraser warned would be the “death”
of SBS.

Glenys Stradijot said: “Austral-
ians are entitled to know what is
being considered for their national
public broadcaster.

“Full details of the cost-cutting

review must immediately be made
public.

She also questioned if Minister
Turnbull needs to explain why his
appointee to head the review, Peter
Lewis, does not have a conflict of
interest.

Peter Lewis previously held
senior positions with Seven West
Media. After having been given
access to confidential information
about the internal operations of the
ABC and developing recommenda-
tions for its future, he is soon to
commence a position as chief finan-
cial officer for another major com-
mercial competitor to the ABC. &
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TREATING REFUGEES
AS THE PROBLEM

Parents of autistic children have an extra burden to carry in pro-
viding care for their children. Early intervention therapy is a
proven method of helping these children. It is recommended that
20 hours of therapy a week be provided for good results. However,
Autism Awareness Australia is being contacted by parents who
report that the new National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
funding is capped at less than six hours of therapy a week, less
than a third of the recommended time. Nicole Rogerson, chief
executive of Autism Awareness Australia pointed out that fund-
ing capping was a budget decision and one which was not in
the best interests of the child. Ms Rogerson said the scheme
would ultimately waste money as children would not fully ben-
efit from less or lower cost therapy. “If somebody is prescribed
10 tablets for their problem, you don’t give them two tablets
and say that will cure it,” she said. A very valid point indeed.

The federal government has abandoned its bid to build a nucle-
ar waste dump in the Northern Territory. It was a seven-year
long battle for the traditional owners of the land and they are
ecstatic in winning it. Aboriginal people at Muckaty are over-
joyed and the Northern Land Council is optimistic about
settling the differences in the community created by litigation.

Internet provides a number of services and many of them are
reliable and safe. But some of them may create quite unsafe prac-
tices. One of the latest is online pharmacies where a patient may
order medication without seeing his or her GP. NSW-based Doctus
offers 450 medications that include drugs for blood pressure, cho-
lesterol emphysema, asthma and others. This practice worries
doctors and pharmacists as patients can be put at risk. Patients
are supposed to be assessed on their history, clinical signs and
a physical examination. GPs can also check on the effectiveness
of prescribed drugs and sort out any side effects that may occur.
It seems to be the sign of the times that Dr Google is replacing
real-life doctors and now even self-medication is on the cards.

You would think that in this day and age women would have
easy access to effective contraception. Not so, according to
a review from Family Planning NSW. Australian women are
behind the rest of the developed world when it comes to access
to long-lasting, effective contraception. Two-thirds of wom-
en of reproductive age use contraception, but they appear to
be paying for expensive new contraceptive pills out of their
own pockets. “There are now long-lasting, low-risk contracep-
tives people can put in place and forget about for a number
of years that could reduce unintended pregnancy,” said Ann
Brassil, Family Planning NSW chief executive. Less than one
percent of women in Australia use long-lasting contraceptives,
compared with about nine percent in other developed countries.
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Is the US ready to trigger war i

Andre Vltchek

The anti-Chinese and anti-Russian propa-
ganda howl is reaching a deafening cre-
scendo, especially in Asia. Western media
outlets are in high gear, spreading propa-
ganda through their own outlets and their
local media affiliates in the client states,
mostly owned by big business. China and
Russia are now vilified, openly insulted,
and blamed for the escalation of tension in
the Asia-Pacific region, and for the military
build up. The entire mighty Western propa-
ganda machine is now at work, demonis-
ing China, Russia and other independent
countries.

Politicians are parading, one after another,
in front of television cameras, pledging alle-
giance to capitalism, the Western-style regime
or simply put, to the Empire. All these deroga-
tory and inflammatory speeches against their
“enemies” are embarrassing, but they are
becoming the norm.

Many are warning that this can lead to a
world war, that the West has lost all restraint
and is ready to bathe the planet in blood, once
again. A quarter of century ago it appeared
that with the destruction of the Eastern block
and with China then increasingly on a capital-
ist course, the West had finally got what it had
fought for centuries for — the total and absolute
control of the planet.

But something went “wrong” for the West.
Latin America rose and most of it gained
freedom, then spat on the Monroe Doctrine.
China began pushing for socialist reforms in
medical care, education, culture and many other
spheres. And Russia refused to get bullied and
humiliated, reminding both Europe and North
America that it will not be stepped on as hap-
pened in the era of Gorbachev and Yeltsin.

The dream of unopposed rule over the
world is beginning to disappear into thin air.
Is the West going to risk the destruction of our
planet simply because it cannot own it?

Whose order?

“Stephen Harper attacks Vladimir Putin
and ‘evil’ communism,” reported Canada’s
CBC News on May 31, 2014, in reference to
the “lengthy keynote speech” at a fundraising
event that the right-wing Canadian PM gave in
Toronto. The speech was spiced with “language
reminiscent of the height of the Cold War.”

Grotesquely, the President of the most
aggressive country on Earth, the United States,
Barack Obama, was promising to “curb the
aggression” of Russia and China, two coun-
tries that have not invaded anywhere in the last
few decades.

In a speech clearly aimed at provoking
China, the US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel,
spoke more like a thug than a politician: “The
United States will not look the other way when
fundamental principles of the international
order are being challenged.”

“Which order?” Some would ask. Was he
talking about the order that is being imposed
on the world from Washington and European
capitals and has been for centuries, at the cost
of hundreds of millions of human lives? Quite
an order!

Christopher Black, a leading international
criminal lawyer based in Toronto, provided an
analysis for this report:

Melbourne

“The speech made by President Obama at
West Point, that the fulcrum of American policy
will be to curb the ‘aggression’ of Russia and
China immediately followed by his Defence
Secretary Hagel in Singapore accusing China
of destabilisation in the South China Sea,
rightly characterised by Lieutenant General
Wang Guanzhong as ‘threats and intimidation’,
expresses the clear intent of the United States to
wage war in all its aspects against the two most
powerful nations that dare to develop independ-
ently of American domination.

“The United States has attacked China
several times since World War II, first in the
Korean War, followed by decades of attempted
sabotage and isolation and then by the NATO
bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade
in 1999. It now has continued that pressure by
trying to destabilise China internally through
various mechanisms of infiltration of ‘human
rights’ groups into Chinese society and within
China’s military and administrative mecha-
nisms and a constant propaganda campaign to
defame China and its people around the world.

“The momentum of this strategy has been
stepped up with the recent attacks by fanati-
cal Muslim groups from western China against
Chinese civilians in key cities and transpor-
tation hubs and use of provocateurs to attack
Chinese interests in Vietnam, Thailand, the
Philippines and Africa and the recent absurd
charges against Chinese military officers for
cyber attacks.

“The recent events in Ukraine show that
the pace of this aggression is accelerating as
America attempts to complete the encirclement
of Russia and China by advancing NATO to
Russia’s borders and by repositioning of 60
percent of US military assets to the Pacific.”

But now the true aggressors are blaming
the victims for “aggression”. And it is noth-
ing new under the sun. Nazi Germany and
its propagandists employed the same “logic™”
and arguments, before and during WW2. And
the French used it in Algiers and their other
colonies.

Local servility

In Asia, on a local level, the servile press
in countries like the Philippines is taking orders
and often surpasses its handlers in the West by
its zeal.

On May 25, 2014, The Philippine Star
began with lashing out at China, continued by
quoting the words of Admiral William Lock-
lear III, the commander of US Pacific forces,
that “Russia has its own ‘pivot’ in Asia”. Then
the newspaper finally produced a few pieces of
“brilliant” analyses: “Official sources said Rus-
sia’s incursion into Ukraine has raised concern
in Washington that China may try something
similar in staking its territorial claims, in the
guise of protecting its citizens overseas.”

“Russian incursion into Ukraine?” That
sounds more like propaganda shouting from
the pages of the North American or European
daily press. In some 15 years of work in the
region, after interacting with hundreds of media
people from all over Southeast Asia, I have to
testify that such a thought as quoted above,
could never have come from a local journalist.
Here, knowledge about Eastern Europe is very
near absolute zero. Someone else wrote it.

Most of the local Philippine press generally
concluded that the US has basically no choice

but to expand militarily, because of “China’s
aggressive moves”. Almost all the newspapers
mentioned the high cost of the permanent US
military bases in the region, also arguing that
“spokes”, bases belonging to local countries
but wide open for use by US forces, are the
real way forward. Such bases would also be
located on Australian and Japanese territory,
and possibly in Singapore and Thailand, as well
as Malaysia.

The mainstream Philippine media is not
even bothering to question such a military
agreement, which is in direct violation of the
nation’s Constitution.

Eduardo Tadem, Professor of Asian Stud-
ies at the University of Philippines, explained,
during our recent conversation in Manila:

“The recently signed agreement between
the Philippines and the United States is called
EDCA (Economic Defence Cooperation Agree-
ment). In this agreement the Philippine gov-
ernment offered virtually all the military bases
in the Philippines total access for American
soldiers, for a ten-year period. But who knows
for how long, really... This is very dangerous,
because all military installations of the coun-
try are now open for ‘entry’ of the US forces.
And this certainly goes against the Philippine
Constitution, which bars the establishment of
foreign bases on our territory.”

Then what really happened? Why the
sudden change?

“It has to do with certain factors,” Tadem
explains. “One, of course, is the factor of the so-
called ‘US pivot’ to Asia. Under Obama there
is this strategy of ‘pivoting to Asia’. Second
has to do with the so-called Trans-Pacific Part-
nership proposal of the United States; to build
some sort of integrated market in the Asia
Pacific region. Except that the Philippines is
not part of it for now... The third one has to do
with the territorial disputes that are taking place
in this region, both in the South China Sea and
the North China Sea.”

China

Tadem continues:

“It is mainly an issue of nationalism. And
it is also because here they were always asking
for more assistance, including military assist-
ance. And this is the way to get that assistance.
Also remember that Philippine presidents were
consistently supportive of the US. You probably
saw the survey that shows that the Philippine
people love the United States more than Ameri-
cans love themselves. So for the Americans it is
easy to get support for their China policy here.”

I asked both Teresa Tadem, Professor of
Political Science at the University of Philip-
pines, and Professor Eduard Tadem, how was
it possible that a country, the Philippines, that
suffered so severely during its occupation by
the United States, during the colonial era, feels
s0 positive towards its former brutal coloniser?

“It has to do with the extremely intensive
American propaganda machine, which depicted
the colonial era as a benevolent type of coloni-
alism. Atrocities during the Philippine—Ameri-
can War of 1898-1901, which saw a million
Philippine people killed, which was then almost
one tenth of the population, were made to dis-
appear from the consciousness of the people...
the genocide, torture... The Philippines was
known as the ‘first Vietnam’... all of this has
been conveniently forgotten, hidden in the
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history books. And then of course the image
of Hollywood that we are bombarded with...”

How dangerous is it to antagonise China
and even Russia? For centuries, China had
been a very peaceful country, and it still is to
this day. Many Filipinos come from China; it
is a natural, historical ally... While the West is
liquidating, and bombing entire countries into
the ground, overthrowing governments, China
pulls one oil-rig into disputed waters, sprays a
few boats with water cannon, and it is immedi-
ately defined as the aggressor.

“It is again all about propaganda. They
depicted China as Communist and here they
always attach a negative connotation to that
word,” said Professor Teresa Tadem.

“For me the most dangerous country on
Earth now is the United States,” continues
Eduardo Tadem. “It has been the most aggres-
sive... intervening in many countries all over
the world, thousands of miles from its shores,
trying to impose on the planet its vision of a
global capitalist system. So, if you compare
what China is doing in the vicinity of its terri-
tory, and compare it to what the US is doing in
all parts of the world, on every continent... then
you clearly see the disparity in the image that
has been created, depicting China as a danger
to peace in the world.”

Both professors then expressed deep con-
cern over the fact that Western propaganda is
igniting Sino-phobia in Filipinos and in other
Asians. They pointed out that what the US is
doing is actually fanning ultra-nationalism,
which can easily mutate into fascism. This is,
according to them, an extremely dangerous sit-
uation - planting seeds of Sino-phobia all over
the continent.

“This can lead to a point of no return,”
explains Eduardo Tadem. “T am afraid that this
is what is happening now in the Philippines, as
well as in other parts of Asia where territorial
disputes are taking place.”

And it is clearly not only Sino-phobia
that can lead to the destruction of the world,
although partially Sino-phobia definitely is.
Stirring hatred against Russia is also clearly
on the menu of the Western masters of propa-
ganda. Stephen Harper of Canada, Polish and
Baltic politicians and their irrational anti-Rus-
sian speeches, are all leading to a frightening
outcome: manufacturing racism against those
nations that are standing in the way of US and
European domination of the world.

Dehumanising a potential enemy, unleash-
ing racist and derogatory sentiments against
him or her, is the first step in the Western ‘art’
of war, the first step towards a confrontation.

Speaking up
People are beginning to speak up. Geof-
frey Gunn, a prominent Australian historian and
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n Asia?

board Chind’s first aircraft carrier Liaoning.

Professor Emeritus at Nagasaki University in
Japan, wrote to me, for this report:

“The international media big notes the
‘China threat’, yet who is the provocateur? We
observe the Japanese Prime Minister in Singa-
pore (May 30) offering to lead an international
coalition to check Chinese aggression offer-
ing ‘quality’ Japanese naval vessels to obliging
clients as with the Philippines and Vietnam.
This is madness coming from a nation without
official contrition, seeking as well to unpick its
‘god-save the peace constitution’. Meantime,
the neo-con government in Australia over-
reaches with matching rhetoric, together snar-
ing the US Defence Secretary to offer his own
‘pivot’ to the South China Sea. My spin is to
let Asian nationalisms (China, Vietnam, Japan,
Korea) resolve their own problems diplomati-
cally — after all the central kingdom has been in
place for several millennium — outsiders keep
out, militarists watch your step, and China rise
peacefully.”

Are we being dragged into the final global
confrontation, to a possible WW3? Observed
from Asia Pacific or from Ukraine, it clearly
appears so.

Christopher Black has no doubts that pro-
voking, antagonising and insulting powerful
independent countries like Russia and China
may be the next step towards the destruction
of our human race:

“All these actions are preparations for war.
In fact, the positioning of American anti-bal-
listic missile batteries in Eastern Europe is in
preparation for a nuclear first strike on Russia.
Those batteries are deployed solely for the pur-
pose of trying to intercept a retaliatory strike by
Russian nuclear forces after a US first strike.

“They have no other purpose. These prepa-
rations for a war of aggression, in fact nuclear
war, are a clear violation of the UN Charter and
all international laws and can rightly be char-
acterised as war crimes. But since the United
States has contempt for all international laws
and civilized standards of behaviour we can
expect these preparations to continue.

“Mankind rests on the brink of annihilation
for no other reason than the American pursuit of
unlimited profit. They are the extremists of the
capitalist system. We must hope that the skil-
ful diplomacy we have seen employed by both
Russia and China, the increased pace of their
bilateral cooperation with each other and their
increased steps to achieve multilateral coopera-
tion throughout the world from Latin American
to Africa and Europe and Asia will change the
power dynamics of the world sufficiently to
prevent the Americans and their allies from
achieving their aims so that the peoples of the
world can live in peace and devote their ener-
gies to solving mankind’s pressing problems.”
RT &

Magazine

Katrina Power

Some linguists argue that allowing lan-
guages to die or go extinct is a natural
process. But the demise of Kaurna — my
language, the language of the Indigenous
peoples of the Adelaide plains — came about
not through natural change, but through
globalisation and colonisation. The Kaurna
people refuse to switch off the life-support
system, however.

Today, we are emerging from a colonially
induced coma to reclaim our human right to
speak our own language. We see ourselves as
reawakening a “sleeping” language.

The British invasion of South Australia in
the 1830s effectively silenced our language.
Although the first missionaries encouraged
its use and opened a Kaurna language school,
five years later Governor George Grey closed
it down and banned the language entirely.

The settlers also introduced European
diseases that wreaked havoc on the Kaurna
population; survivors were evicted from their
homelands and forced to relocate to remote
missions and reserves. They were deprived
of natural game and vegetative resources and
their watering holes and rivers were deliber-
ately poisoned.

Women were kidnapped; children were
forcibly removed from their families and sent
long distances to residential schools, where
they were taught in English.

Many Europeans studied and documented
the Kaurna language in the first years after the
invasion, but most were not trained linguists
and had not learned an Australian language
before. As a result, some of the original
source materials are difficult to read and
interpret.

Nonetheless, German missionaries
Clamor Wilhelm Schurmann and Christian
Gottlob Teichelmann, who had opened the
Kaurna language school, are credited with
recording approximately 3,000 words, phrases
and sentences during this time.

A language bastardised?
Some Kaurna people today are sceptical
about the documented language and its reviv-
al, suggesting it has been bastardised by white
people. In addition, questions are raised about
how representative the language is of the
whole community. Schurmann and Gottlob
talked only to Kaurna men, so the language
of women, whose lives and business were
separate from men’s in Aboriginal culture at
the time, was not recorded. There are, how-
ever, examples of younger children, including
girls, working with the missionaries. Like
many Kaurna people, I am grateful that our
language has been documented in some form.

Welcome fo
Kaurna countr

Many other Indigenous Australian languages,
never documented, are now lost.

In the early 1980s, Kaurna people started
returning to their traditional homelands and
a significant movement began to reclaim the
language and reassert a unique identity. The
local community lobbied for an Aboriginal
school and for the teaching of Aboriginal lan-
guages. Linguists Rob Amery and Jane Simp-
son have for two decades been working with
Kaurna Warra Pintyanthi (KWP) — a group
of Kaurna Elders and young people devoted
to breathing new life into the language by
creating new resources to enable Kaurna to
develop as a fully functioning language.

Invaritji, a Kaurna woman who died in
1929, was the last fluent Kaurna speaker, but
in 1989 Kaurna Elder Kauwanu Lewis War-
ritya Yerloburka O’Brien delivered the first
“revived language” speech as part of Adelaide
University’s inaugural David Unaipon lecture.

He is now KWP co-chair and, at 83, the
community’s oldest living man. He is known
as a pirrku mankulankula — an ambassador
of the Kaurna people. “If you have your own
language, you can have your own dance, you
can have your own song and you’ve got your
own ways of thinking and solving problems,”
he says. “Language is culture and culture is
language. If you don’t have language and only
speak the language of [other] cultures, you
have to fit in and be assimilated.

“It has always been important to me to
speak my own language because it’s who
I am, it’s where I belong. It gives you the
coding to be able to address things differently.
I think you [should] celebrate difference.”

Dormant, not dead

While Kauwanu Lewis was making the
inaugural Kaurna speech in 1989, Ngarrpadla
Alitya Wallara Rigney, who was KWP chair at
the time, introduced Kaurna as the first school
language program at Kaurna Plains School.

The community had lobbied Australia’s
state and federal parliaments to establish an
Aboriginal School, arguing that the main-
stream education system failed to meet the
needs of their children. The Kaurna Plains
School was established in 1986 to coincide
with the 150th jubilee celebrations of colonial
South Australia. It remains the only metropol-
itan Aboriginal school anywhere in Australia.

Ngarrpadla Alitya was the founding
principal and is an enthusiastic promoter of
Kaurna. “We’ve had to hide our language
for so long since contact [with the British]
that we thought our language was dead. But
thanks to the spirits this was not so. It only lay
dormant. Language helps to revive, restore
and culturally reaffirm Aboriginal people in
our identity. Our language is linked to our

[—

The name of the Onkaparinga River (pictured) is derived from the Kaurna language.
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land. It is intrinsic to our culture. It gives us
the clues that tell us about our environment,
the meaning for our existence.”

The United Nations still defines the
Kaurna language as “definitely endangered”
— meaning that children are not speaking it
— but it is now being introduced into Kaurna
families. This is significant not only in revers-
ing the UN definition, but also because speak-
ing in one’s mother tongue is believed to be a
significant protective factor against suicide.

According to the authors of a 2007 Sci-
ence Direct report, “any perceived threat to
the persistence of personal or cultural identity
poses a counterpart threat to individual or
community wellbeing. Failures to achieve any
viable sense of self or cultural continuity are
strongly linked to self-destructive and suicidal
behaviours.”

Indigenous Australians have the highest
suicide rate in Australia. Their life expectancy
is also 17 years lower than for non-Indigenous
Australians.

Reclaiming history

University Dean and Professor of Indig-
enous Education Lester-Irabinna Rigney is a
strong and proud Kaurna man committed to
Aboriginal language rights.

“Revival becomes a strength and gives
us courage and the stamina to go on,” he
explains. “It is like finding a long-lost cousin.
Your language holds the key to culture.
Indeed, the power to communicate directly in
a language that is yours, that is inherited from
the land and the Dreaming [creation stories] is
a source of inspiration for me.”

At present, the Kaurna language is mostly
used in the public domain: speech-giving, per-
formance and song. Words, phrases and short
texts have also appeared in public art. All of
this helps to raise the profile of the Kaurna
people, their land and culture. But for the
language to survive, it must be used within
families and the community at large. Though
this use is limited, it is increasing.

When Captain Cook arrived in Australia
in 1788 he deemed it “Terra Nullius” — a land
belonging to no-one. Since that time, there
has been the misconception that Aboriginal
Australians meekly surrendered. The reclama-
tion of our language and culture is the ideal,
non-violent act of resistance to oppression.
We have never resorted to violence to have
our voices heard in this country.

I am neither a linguist nor an academic,
but I am committed to the use of the Kaurna
language, our ritual and ceremony in order to
improve, and prolong, Aboriginal lives.

New Internationalist @
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Argentina, “vulture” funds
and US Supreme Court

Emile Schepers

The US Supreme Court struck
two blows against the Republic
of Argentina on June 16. The
high court refused to hear Argen-
tina’s appeal of an appeals court
decision which forces the South
American country to appease
predatory “vulture” funds. The
appeals court also allowed those
funds to use US law to try to grab
Argentine state assets to satisfy
their claims. Only Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg dissented from
the Supreme Court ruling, while
Sonia Sotomayor excused herself.
Argentina’s woes go back to the
bloody military dictatorship which
ruled from 1976-1983. That regime
dealt with its critics by making them
“disappear”. This made possible the
unaccountable running up of inter-
national debts which the Argentine
people were obliged to pay.
Civilian governments which
followed found themselves in
financial difficulties. This did not
stop President Carlos Menem, who
ruled Argentina from 1989 to 1999,
from running a particularly corrupt
administration which put Argentina
even more in the red. Menem’s and
his successors’ response to mounting
economic problems was a neo-liberal
privatisation and austerity program,
including mandatory pay cuts for
public workers and retirees, which
left many unemployed and destitute.

In 2001 the economy hit bottom,
with more than half the population
under the poverty line, workplaces
shutting down, rioting in the streets
and no way to pay the bills or get
more credit. In December 2001, the
public uproar forced President Fern-
ando de la Rua from office. Immedi-
ately afterward, Argentina defaulted
on US$132 billion of sovereign debt.

In 2003, a new president, left-
ist Nestor Kirchner, got to work
painstakingly reconstructing what
his predecessors had allowed to be
destroyed. Rejecting neo-liberal
policies, he held off creditors while
he built up the spending power of
ordinary Argentines by improved
social welfare measures and replac-
ing foreign imports with domestic
production. While the health of the
Argentine economy improved sharp-
ly, Kirchner’s government worked to
restore Argentina’s credit standing by
negotiating with creditors on the out-
standing debt.

After two debt restructuring
agreements, in 2005 and 2010, the
owners of 93 percent of the default-
ed bonds had agreed to accept new
bonds at about a third of the original
face value. Kirchner also paid off
all of Argentina’s debt to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) with
the help of US$300 million from
Venezuela. Argentina began to play
a key role in the regional “Boli-
varian” process, designed to make
Argentina and its neighbours much

Unite Against
Fascism festival
at stabbing site

Luke James

BRITAIN: A community music
festival was staged last week at
the site of a racist stabbing in
north London amid concerns
over reprisals. Unite Against Fas-
cism (UAF) organised the cultural
event at Markfield Park in Tot-
tenham, where a mass brawl was
sparked the week before when
Polish skinheads attacked another
free musical event.

But the community is coming
together to reclaim the park from
the gang, which has used it as a
recruiting ground in recent months.
Speaking ahead of the festival,
factory worker Jacek Szymanski
said the Polish community felt
“angry and ashamed” by last week’s
violence.

“Ashamed because they are
Poles and brought disgrace on
the whole Polish community in
London,” he told the Morning Star.
“And angry because we are afraid
that this case will be used as a pre-
text for further attacks on the Polish
community and the wider eastern
European community.”

The attack had seen one man
rushed to hospital with stab wounds
and two Jewish men also targeted,
with one having his kipah cap swept
from his head.

Rocks, bottles and a flare were
thrown in violent scenes as par-
tygoers repelled the attack by the
Zjednoczeni Emigranci (Immigrants
Together) group of exiled Polish
football thugs. The group has since
plastered the community in far-right
stickers that show a crossed out
hammer and sickle symbol.

UAF national secretary Wey-
mann Bennett said the police were
investigating but added that “the
most important thing is that the
community deals with it on the
ground.”

Mr Szymanski said the fascist
group represented a tiny minority
and hoped “solidarity will emerge
between the different local com-
munities”. He said: “It’s not about
division between Poles and British
people or Poles and Muslims. The
man who was stabbed by the fas-
cists in Markfield Park was a Pole
himself.

“So the real division is about
fascists and anti-fascists and we
need to be united in the common
good.”

The festival followed more than
200 local people joining a display of
unity organised by UAF at Totten-
ham Town Hall.

Morning Star &

less dependent on the United States
by creating new regional agencies for
developmental aid and credit.

However, some of the original
Argentine bonds were bought up by
“vulture capitalists” who specialise in
purchasing such debt at super-cheap
prices and then trying to sell the
assets at the original value, making
huge profits. Several such predatory
firms went after Argentinian bonds,
most notably Elliot Management, and
its subsidiary, NML Management.

The principal of Elliot Manage-
ment is Paul Singer, who is closely
tied in with some powerful US poli-
ticians, mostly of the right wing of
the Republican Party. Singer and his
associates, working through their
lobbying entity, the American Task
Force Argentina, have been major
campaign donors to a number of
Republican politicians who have
gratefully introduced legislation in
Congress to try to force Argentina
to give in to Elliot’s demands, and
who have made speeches slandering
the South American country and its
government, now headed by Nestor
Kirchner’s widow, Cristina Fernan-
dez de Kirchner.

In 2012, Elliot Management tried
to seize an Argentine navy training
ship, the ARA Libertad, which had
docked in a Ghanaian port, but this
was stopped because the Law of the
Sea exempts sovereign states’ navy
vessels from such seizures.

Elliot Management/NML is
claiming up to US$1.6 billion from
Argentina, and the June 16 Supreme
Court decision not to hear Argen-
tina’s appeal means that Argen-
tina must pay this amount in full.

Only Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg dissented from the Supreme Court ruling.

Payments to all the holdout credi-
tors could amount to US$15 billion,
half of Argentina’s reserves. But
a much bigger problem now faces
Argentina, because the language of
the original bond sale indicates that
Argentina cannot continue to pay
those bondholders who had agreed
to the restructuring agreement unless
it also pays the holdouts in advance
and in full. Even worse, the holdouts
could go to court to attach Argen-
tina’s payments to the non-holdout
bondholders. A complicating factor is
that Carlos Menem’s government had
agreed, at the original issuance of the
bonds in 1994, to waive Argentine
sovereign immunity.

On June 30, Argentina is sup-
posed to make a payment of US$2.3
million to its foreign creditors, but it
now appears highly probable that the
Supreme Court’s decision to let the
lower court rulings stand will push it
into a new default (at the end of a 30
day grace period). The Argentinian
government says it will now negoti-
ate with Elliot and the other holdouts,
but the prospects that they will give
an inch are slim.

The precedents that this situa-
tion might set are very bad for poorer
countries, who might now find it
much harder to restructure their sov-
ereign debt after a default.

People’s World &

Class assault

BRITAIN: The Office for National
Statistics (ONS) revelation of dis-
posable income rising for the rich-
est one-fifth of households while
everyone else’s has fallen should
surprise no-one. This disparity
between rich and poor doesn’t
arise by chance. It is encouraged
by government.

People living on benefits or
working in public services have
seen living standards fall for years
as ministers have cut the real value
of their incomes.

Workers in the private sector
are hamstrung by the low density
of trade union membership and
influence.

As recently as the 1970s, most
of the working population was
covered by wages council rulings.
Their abolition under Margaret
Thatcher removed a level of pro-
tection that the introduction of the
national minimum wage has failed
to replicate.

Employers and government
ministers are united in holding
down workers’ pay, claiming that
it’s necessary to protect employ-
ment levels. If this were true, there
would be no company directors,
commodity brokers and City traders
because they would have, to borrow
the jargon, priced themselves out of
their jobs.

This is where the logic breaks
down because people at the top
decide corporate priorities that

favour the elite, as does the
government.

Despite in-crowd rhetoric about
recovery and highest ever levels
of employment, squeezed benefits
have forced hundreds of thousands
of workers into self-employment,
pulling down wage rates through
sharp competition in low-pay areas
of work.

No wonder the ONS confirms
that households in the top quintile
saw disposable income grow by
£940 from 2011-12 to 2012-13
while the poorest suffered a fall of
£381.

This is not an attack on the
poorest sector alone but on the
working class as a whole since the
banks-approved austerity agenda
has delivered a reduction of over
£50 billion in wages from 2008 to
2012. That means a massive transfer
of income from the working class to
the capitalist class.

It is a deliberate strategy to
force working people to carry
the burden of an economic crisis
sparked by the reckless gambling of
the finance sector.

The strategy is not peculiar to
Britain’s conservative coalition
government.

The World Bank, International
Monetary Fund and the European
Union are united in support of aus-
terity because it works for the banks
and the rest of the corporate sector
in whose interests they operate.

The government’s weak-
kneed attitude to employers who
break the law in not paying the
minimum wage is mirrored by its
reliance on “persuasion” to get
Britain’s overseas territories and
crown dependencies to take action
on tax havens.

Business Secretary Vince Cable
excuses slow progress in establish-
ing public registers of beneficial
ownership in these territories by
asserting: “We’re not a colonial
power that can send in gunboats to
solve these problems.”

The issue is not gunboats but
political will to redress wealth
inequality.

He excuses his failure to tackle
the havens enjoyed by big business
and the wealthy elite in a similar
way to Employment Relations Min-
ister Jenny Willott’s defence of her
preference for “naming and sham-
ing” law-breaking bosses.

The yawning gap in incomes,
together with the rapid apprecia-
tion of property assets owned by
the wealthy, demonstrates that class
war is raging, but one side has had a
head start.

The People’s Assembly march
last weekend and the mass strike
action planned for July 10 should
kick-start a response to include not
only industrial resistance but politi-
cal demands for a redistribution of
wealth.

Morning Star &
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Colombian elections

Vinnie Molina

Forty seven percent of the
32,975,158 Colombians eligible to
participate in the elections did so
on June 15 in an electoral process
in which there was no real choice
for the people. The two Presiden-
tial candidates represented the
big end of town, neoliberalism
and war. President Juan Manuel
Santos, the candidate of the tra-
ditional right was re-elected with
7,816,986 (51.11%) of the ballot.

Oscar Ivan Zuluaga, the candi-
date of the extreme right obtained
6,905,001 (45%), he campaigned for
a military solution to the armed and
social conflict and pledged to end the
peace talks. President Santos used the
peace talks currently held in Havana,
Cuba with the FARC-EP and the
preliminary talks with the National
Liberation Army (ELN) to portray
himself as the candidate for peace.
The presidential elections were con-
sidered by some political analysts as
a referendum for peace.

Two round elections

In the first round of the Presi-
dential Elections held on May 25
none of the five candidates obtained
the necessary votes to win. The left
presented Clara Lopez as their Presi-
dential candidate; she ended in fourth
place with almost 2 million votes.
Unfortunately, the left was divided
for both electoral rounds with one
section of the left calling for elec-
tors to pass in a blank vote. Another
sector of the left gave their support
for peace, calling to vote for Presi-
dent Santos.

Many in the electorate refused

to support Santos who has been
involved in the repression and selec-
tive assassination of trade unionists
and other political opposition. He
also pursues a military solution to
the armed and social conflict at the
same time peace talks are being held
with the insurgency. He has refused
to call a bilateral cease fire and aims
for the defeat of the insurgency
either at the negotiating table or on
the ground.

Santos has opened up the econ-
omy to transnational corporations
hungry for natural resources. His
government has also continued the
close relations with the United States
whose involvement in the internal
conflict has been condemned by sev-
eral sectors both within and outside
Colombia.

During the presidential campaign
the more than 10,000 political pris-
oners were kept aside or forgotten
in the political discourse. They are
direct victims of the armed and social
conflict in Colombia and their free-
dom must be addressed as part of the
political solution to the conflict.

Only the broad unity of all
Colombians can guarantee Peace
with Social justice. The key issue
ahead is for the organisation of a
popular, progressive and left front
capable of putting enough pressure
on President Santos through mass
mobilisation calling for him to deliv-
er in the best interests of the people
during his second term in office.

Some of the immediate demands
should be:

* An urgent general amnesty to free
all political prisoners currently
held in more than 140 prisons
around the country.

International

President Juan Manuel Santos.

 Abilateral cease fire with the
political will to find political
solutions to the causes of the
more than six decades of armed
and social conflict.

* End to the repression of
trade unionists, human rights
campaigners and social activists.

 The election of a National
Constituent Assembly that
includes all political forces to
endorse the peace accords.

The CPA calls on President
Santos to govern for the people guar-
anteeing the democratic space for the
political participation of the people
free of repression and respect for
human rights. &

Santos has opened up the economy to
transnational corporations hungry for natural
resources. His government has also continued
the close relations with the United Staftes ...

Slavery in seafood

“They kept me chained up,

they didn’t care about me or

give me any food ... They sold

us like animals, but we are

not animals — we are human

beings.”
This heart-wrenching quote is
from a man sold from ship to ship
in Thailand, caught in the trap
of slavery and forced to work on
a boat that supplies feed to the
prawns we buy at the grocery
store.

The three largest grocers in
the world — Walmart, Carrefour,
and Costco — were named specifi-
cally for selling prawns and shrimp
whose production relies upon slave
labour. One week later, those com-
panies are still refusing to take two
simple steps to rout out slavery
from their supply chains — and that’s
where we come in.

Human rights activists are
demanding Walmart, Carrefour
and Costco join Project Issara, a
Thailand-based initiative to end
modern slavery, as well as institute

a zero tolerance policy on slavery
based on conditions on the ground.
The world’s largest prawn and
shrimp farmer, Thailand-based Cha-
roen Pokphand (CP) Foods, is the
prime supply offender, buying from
suppliers that work directly or indi-
rectly with slave-manned fishing
boats. Worse still, the problem isn’t
limited to CP Foods. Indeed, human
rights advocates have been raising
alarms about conditions in the Thai
seafood industry for years.

Project Issara was founded by
Anti-Slavery International to elimi-
nate slavery within export-oriented
industries in Thailand. The project
seeks to push brands that may be
buying slavery-made products to
use their brand power to eliminate
slavery within global supply chains.

Testimony from escapees
reveals the gravity of this exploita-
tion. One trafficking victim said
he had seen as many as 20 fellow
slaves killed in front of him. “If
you buy prawns or shrimp from
Thailand, you will be buying the

product of slave labour,” said Aidan
McQuade, director of Anti-Slavery
International.

“We have targeted Walmart in
the past over its involvement in
Thai slavery in fishing. It cut ties
with the supplier in question — but
clearly no policies were in place to
prevent this from happening again.
This is why signing up to Project
Issara and devising policies to pre-
vent this from happening again are
essential if meaningful change is
ever going to be made.”

Walmart customers exist all
around the world — it is a global
company that owns Woolco stores
in Canada, Walmex in Mexico,
Bompreco in Brazil and Asda in
the UK. Costco is planning a big
expansion into Australia and Carre-
four has stores in 34 countries. The
companies are hoping their custom-
ers across the globe won’t make the
connection between CP Foods and
the prawns we buy at the grocery
store. &
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On June 14, around 1,000 people demonstrated in Tokyo’s
major shopping areas of Ginza and Shinjuku, demanding Prime
Minister Abe resign from his post due to his attempts to legis-
late for the right to collective self-defence, i.e. the use of the
military in a foreign country when Japan is not under direct
attack. The present Constitution restricts Japan to self-defence.
Collective self-defence is currently restricted by Article Nine
of the Constitution. Protesters shouted, “Abe step down from
power’ and “protect the Constitution”. Earlier this month, the
Federation of Cinema and Theatrical Worker’s Union, lawyers
and academics also expressed their opposition to Abe’s plans.

On June 19, a South Korean local court ruled that the Korean
Teachers and Education Workers Union (KTU) was no longer a
legitimate union because it accepted membership applications
from 22 sacked teachers. It meant that the 60,000—member
KTU, could no longer use “labour union” as its title to legitimate-
ly negotiate with schools, and 78 full-time KTU staff would lose
their jobs. Moreover, the court banned the union from receiv-
ing government subsidies for an office and from charging
membership fees. The 22 teachers were sacked for involvement
in protests against the previous Lee kyung-bak government
in 2009. The court’s decision has drawn protests and oppo-
sition from other education unions and domestic groups.

On June 25, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s (DPRK)
foreign ministry spokesman condemned the coming US movie The
Interview, as the movie depicts a story of an assassination attempt
on DPRK’s leader Kim Jong Un by two Americans. The spokesman
said that the US government bribed a rogue filmmaker to make the
movie and that it insulted the people of DPRK and its leadership.

On June 25, China’s State Council dispatched eight inspec-
tion groups, made up of central government officials, to
check the implementation of its policies nation—wide for 10
days. They will inspect economic growth and reconstruction,
policy reforms and people’s living standards such as the con-
struction of subsidised public housing. They will assess local
government performance, including identifying challenges and
solving problems. According to Sun Xiaoli, a professor at the
Chinese National School of Administration, the central govern-
ment’s policy may sometimes be misinterpreted or distorted by
lower level governments, as China has five administrative levels

from the top of the state level to townships at the bottom level.
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The rise of the right

An important part of history is
trying to be rewritten by the bour-
geois class. The Electrical Trade
Union (ETU) recently compared
Hitler with Abbott in a poster.
There has been a long history of
trade unions noting the similari-
ties between Hitler and Australian
authoritarian governments but it
seems we are no longer allowed to
use Hitler.

The bourgeoisie was outraged at
the ETU. In the bourgeois propagan-
da Hitler’s only crime was his mur-
dering six million Jews so comparing
Hitler and Abbott was not appropri-
ate. This is a scientifically inaccurate
understanding of Hitler’s past and
what he stood for. Firstly the brutal
murder of 18 million Soviet civilians
who mostly were put in local halls
en masse and burnt to death is a sup-
pressed history.

However understanding Hitler is
that first he was a fascist. Fascism by
its ideology is an attack by murdering
and jailing the working-class leaders
and breaking their ability to organise;
this is the common theme of every
fascist regime that has existed. So the
ETU using Abbott as a Hitler look
alike as a representative on the brutal
attack on trade unions is a hundred
percent accurate although the degrees
of repression are lesser in Australia,
of which the ETU would be aware.

Letters / Culture & Life

In Australia, Menzies prior to
WW?2 expressed his admiration for
fascist Germany killing and jail-
ing the working-class, communists
and trade unionists. In Australia
today trade unions can be outlawed.
Australia has a secret police force
spying on trade unions with threats
of six months jail if they do not
give details of private conversations
between unionists. The trade unions
are demonised through the bourgeois
media and the Royal Commissions as
a way to frighten the working-class
from joining the trade unions. The
capitalists have successfully reduced
trade union membership from 60%
to 17% and will not be happy, similar
to Hitler, until they eliminate them
altogether.

We have an absolute obligation
to inform today’s generation who are
removed from the WW?2 experience,
that Hitler and his rise to power was
because his intention was to destroy

the USSR and suppress the German
working class.

Howard Patterson

Vic

A warning from Britain

In Britain the government is
looking at privatising the power
to take away children from their
families along with other child
protection services. The depart-
ment of education there is looking
at outsourcing children’s social
services to companies such as G4S
and Serco.

The rationale for this is that
this will “encourage innovation and
improve outcomes. Private provid-
ers will allow authorities to “harness
third party expertise” and “stimulate
new approaches to securing improve-
ments”. There’s the warning: corpo-
rate claptrap to hand over our most
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vulnerable people for profit and
opened to abuse.

As one commentator, Professor
Eileen Munro, put it: establishing
a market in child protection would
create perverse incentives for private
companies.

As she noted: “It’s the state’s
responsibility to protect people
from maltreatment. It should not
be delegated to a profit-making
organisation.”

We have G4S and Serco here,
most prominently in doing the
government’s dirty business in the
mistreatment and abuse of asylum
seekers.

T Southern
Brisbane

UWhite a letter
to the Editor

Cult

by
Rob Gow

News,
democratic

opinion and
exploitation

Back in May, an explosion in the power unit
of a mine in Soma, about 250 kilometres
south of Istanbul, caused a fire that resulted
in the carbon monoxide poisoning of hun-
dreds of miners. At least 200 died and many
more were injured.

It made the news here, of course, but only
just. It certainly did not get the sort of coverage
such a catastrophe should have received. In
particular, none of the “foreign correspondents”
who are so quick to rush off to countries on the
receiving end of US or British (or NATO or EU)
destabilisation campaigns in order to “expose”
the latest demonised leader, saw fit to expose the
role of privatisation in Turkey’s mines.

And yet in the words of a scathing
denunciation by the World Federation of
Trade Unions, “the private ownership of the
mine and the profit-oriented policy that cuts
down on up-to-date technology and periodic
maintenance, the criminal lack of proper safety
measures and the intensification of labour are
the true causes behind the blast.” But workers
always say things like that, don’t they? And
the bosses of news media, whether it’s the
Murdoch stable or one of the other purveyors,
don’t want to disturb their customers with that
sort of stuff, thank you very much.

As the WFTU pointed out, this was not
an isolated case: “dozens of occupational and
fatal accidents occur throughout the year in
the mines of Turkey.” But Turkey is a faithful
ally of the USA, a dutiful member of NATO
and a diligent facilitator of the terror war in
neighbouring Syria. Besides, you could say the
same thing about the coal mines of the USA
itself. And we wouldn’t want to do that, now
would we?

At least 200 died and many more were injured when a power unit exploded in a mine in Soma.

So the real story behind the deaths of
hundreds of Turkish coal miners is not
even considered worth pursuing. It’s not
“newsworthy”. But the fact that the government
of the DPRK (North Korea) was not amused
by an American “comedy” about trying to kill
Kim Jong Un, the country’s leader, oh that was
worthy of scornful coverage on every news and
news commentary program.

Class bias? What, on Australia s television
news programs and in Australia’s monopoly
newspapers? Never!

Meanwhile, a poll in Britain conducted
by the Centre for Labour And Social Studies
(CLASS) found that an overwhelming twelve-
to-one were against the county’s National
Health Scheme (NHS) being run by the
private sector. That won’t stop Britain’s Tory-
led government from trying to hand over the
Health system to the private sector to exploit,
for they are driven by the same pro-business
ideology as our own Tony Abbott: profit rules,
OK?

The same poll showed that two thirds of
people were in favour of keeping the Royal
Mail in the public sector, and perhaps more
significantly renationalising the railways and
nationalising the energy companies. It would
be interesting to see what a similar poll showed
about the Australian public’s views on such
questions.

Still in Britain, the Sunday Times has
produced its annual Rich List for this year
and disclosed that the country’s 1,000 richest
people now have a combined fortune of £519

billion, equivalent to a third of Britain’s gross
domestic product. They have seen their wealth
surge by more than 15 percent in the past year.
That gives them a much better result than
people on wages can expect.

In fact most wage earners in Britain are
doing it tough. One in 11 people in the UK
(or 4.5 million adults) actually have less than
£10 a month left over once they have paid their
essential bills. One in four have less than £50 a
month to spend after bills. Hardly a recipe for
riotous living!

Moving away from the UK: writing about
the situation in Nigeria in the Communist
Party of Canada’s newspaper People’s Voice,
TJ Petrowski made the point that “the desire for
imposition of Sharia law in [southern] Nigeria
... reflects the desire for a more just system.
Western corporations have looted Nigeria’s
natural resources, including the second
largest oil reserves in Africa after Libya. In
fact, Western oil corporations steal more than
US$140 billion of oil wealth from Nigeria
annually, while most of the country’s people
still live on less than $2 a day.”

Not that Sharia law will solve Nigeria’s
problems. Far from it. Petrowski’s article notes
that “the ruthless response towards suspected
members of Boko Haram by the Nigerian
security forces, with the support of Western
imperialism, created the conditions for a violent
response.

“It is worth noting that the use of kidnapping
as a warfare tactic by Boko Haram did not start
until Nigerian security forces started taking as
prisoners the wives and children of suspected
Boko Haram members.”

However, warns Petrowski, Western

imperialism will use the situation it helped to
create to continue it exploitation of Africa’s
resources. “The statements made by US and
other Western officials should be viewed with
suspicion. [That goes without saying, actually.]
The state that John Kerry claimed the US
will do ‘everything possible’ to support in its
conflict with Boko Haram is the same state that
tortured and outright shot those protesting oil
giant Shell’s exploitation of the Niger River
delta.” Where was Western imperialism’s
outrage then?

Further south, elections in South Africa saw
the ANC-led alliance (that includes the South
African Communist Party and the Congress
of South African Trade Unions — COSATU -
as well as the ANC) resoundingly returned to
government, winning 62.5 percent of the vote.
However, that is a drop from the 2009 elections
when the ANC-led alliance won 65 per cent of
the vote.

While the ANC government remains
committed to keeping the country’s economy
well within the capitalist system, it will be
difficult to adequately address the urgent
problems of unemployment, land reform and
poverty. The SACP attacked those advocating
nationalisation of mining and agriculture
industries for not being class-based and for
wanting to benefit only a new layer of African
bourgeoisie.

Nevertheless, the ANC will have to act.
Its failure to create full employment over
the last two decades (an impossible task
under capitalism) has allowed the right-wing
Democratic Alliance to gain ground with the
familiar false promises of job creation. &
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iewers of the English invest-

ment program Homes Under
The Hammer will have noticed that
while the anchorman prattles on in
praise of the “spacious lounge/dining
area”, the room we are shown is actu-
ally tiny. The passageways are tiny,
the frontage is tiny, most of these
typical English houses are tiny.

By contrast, the houses on
Grand Designs (ABC1 Sundays at
7.30pm) are at least twice the price,
are architect designed, and usually
built using some innovative tech-
niques from commercial or industrial
building. They are not typical.

They are interesting, however,
which accounts for the perennial
popularity of the program. This week
the house in question is located on
a small commercial airfield and is
built of steel with corrugated iron
cladding. It sounds dire but the result
is quite striking, a cross between
Noah’s Ark and a control tower.

As a home it is certainly unique,
and the owners have an uninterrupted
view over their airfield.

omedian and actor Billy

Connolly tells us near the
beginning of Billy Connolly’s Big
Send Off (ABC1 Wednesdays from
July 9 at 8.30pm) that he was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer, and as a
result had to confront his own mortal-
ity. His program is a rambling tour
around the death industry, especially
in the USA where he lives. And what
an industry it is.

He goes to an undertakers’ con-
vention and visits a very posh pet
cemetery, among other things. Unfor-
tunately, the director appears to have
put mike in front of Billy and told
him to “just talk”. The result is dis-
cursive, fitfully amusing and border-
line boring. I turned it off.

hen a grossly overweight

person loses a lot of
weight quickly — by a crash diet,
gastric banding, or extreme exercise
— everyone talks about how much
weight they lost. But My Baggy
Body (ABC2 Wednesday July 9 at
9.00pm) shows that they should also
be talking about how to dispose of
the skin that used to stretch over their
ample frame and now is so much
saggy surplus stuff.

My Baggy Body follows three
people as they decide how to deal
with the excess skin they’ve been
left with after extreme weight loss.
The weight loss they craved has left
each of them with something even
worse hidden beneath their clothes —
excess skin and lots of it. These three
are far from alone. With increasing
numbers of people losing more and
more weight, excess skin is a major
problem — but not one that healthcare
providers are willing to routinely
tackle, leaving thousands in body
limbo. These are ordinary people
whose lives are being blighted by
something the weight loss industry
doesn’t really want to know about.

Made for Britain’s Channel 4,
this program makes an unattractive
subject into interesting television.

ast week we had OCD Camp.

This week we have OCD
Ward (ABC2 Wednesday July 9
at 8.30pm). Last week we were fol-
lowing six young people with Obses-
sive Compulsive Disorder (OCD) as
they sought to confront the condition
during a trek in the American wilder-
ness. This week’s program filmed
over six months follows four of Brit-
ain’s most severe sufferers in Spring-
field Hospital in South London,
which has Britain’s only 24/7 ward
dedicated to treating OCD.

Edward, Enis, Tricia and Hayley
are seemingly ordinary men and
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Worth Watching

Aileen Corpus — The Redfern Story (ABC1 Thursday July 10 at 9.30pm).

women but are terrified of doing the
most basic tasks — doing the laundry,
shutting a door or sitting on a chair.
Some are tortured by the thought
they’ll become “contaminated” by
bodily fluids, others are haunted by
doubts that they’ve done a task prop-
erly. OCD is wrecking their lives;
relationships with their families are
at breaking point; and when exces-
sive hand-washing leads to chemical
burns and abscesses, it becomes an
illness that can kill.

The OCD Ward is Edward and
Enis’ last hope to return to “normal”
living but to do that, they’ll be
expected to undergo six months of
grueling therapy that makes them
come face to face with their fears
every day. And there’s no guarantee
of success.

e Redfern Story (ABC1
Thursday July 10 at
9.30pm) is a lively and forceful doc-
umentary film written and directed
by Darlene Johnson focusing on the
events that led to the setting up of
The National Black Theatre in Red-
fern, in 1972, by a small group of
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untrained political activists, writers,
dancers, and actors with Bob Maza
at the helm.

In 1970, Maza and fellow activ-
ists travelled to America to learn
from the Black Panther experience,
bringing back and implementing
what they had learned. On his return
to Australia Maza moved his family
from Melbourne to Sydney and the
Black Theatre was established at the
Maza residence at 181 Regent Street
Redfern. It later moved to a ware-
house in Cope Street. The theatre
proved to be a way that Aboriginal
people could get their voices heard
effectively, especially by the wider
white community.

The film contains interviews
with people who worked with Bob
Maza, and who were involved in the
Black Theatre and were instrumental
in shaping and bringing about sig-
nificant social change. They include
academics Marcia Langton and Gary
Foley, brothers Gerry and Lester Bos-
tock, actors Alileen Louise Corpus,
Bindi Williams, Bronwyn Penrith,
Lillian Crombie and the talented
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daughters of Bob Maza, Rachael and
Lisa. Actors Bryan Brown and Max
Cullen are also interviewed about
playing white roles at the Black
Theatre.

his week on Father Brown

(ABC1 Saturday July 12
at 7.30pm), when a young man in
a hospital gown collapses and dies
in the village street, his last word is
“murder”. Father Brown naturally
takes an interest. When, at his funer-
al, the young man’s corpse begins
pounding on the lid of the coffin
and shouting to be released, Father
Brown takes considerable interest.

It’s not often that a murder mys-
tery begins with a resurrection, but
this one also includes a very dodgy
private clinic with a head nurse who
clearly resents being passed over for
a job at Belsen.

Chesterton’s stories are too often
poorly disguised religious propa-
ganda, but the several TV series
successfully manage to avoid that
pitfall. &
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Free the Hares Boys

Steven Katsineris

Five Palestinian teenagers are
facing life imprisonment for a
crime that never happened. After
a car accident a settler labelled
them as “terrorists”. And over a
year after their arrest the Hares
Boys, Ali Shamlawi, Tamer Souf,
Ammer Souf, Mohammed Sulei-
man and Mohammed Kleib are
still awaiting trial and are still
imprisoned. The Israeli military
are calling for harsh prison sen-
tences for the boys, who could face
up to 25 years in prison.

“I want all the people to come
to the court and see what democracy
in Israel really is.” Ali Shamlawi’s
mother

On March 14, 2013, there was an
accident on the occupied West Bank,
Palestine, when an Israeli settler’s
car crashed into the back of Israeli
truck, resulting in four people in the
car being hurt, one seriously. The
truck had stopped on the roadway
due to a flat tyre near Salfit. Later
this accident was described by the
woman settler driver of the car as a
stone throwing attack by Palestinian
youths. This was a totally fabricated
report of the event, with no basis
in fact. There were no witnesses or
reports of any Palestinian children or
youths throwing stones that day. The
truck driver later mentioned seeing
some stones beside the road.

The next few days from March
15, onwards over 50 Israeli sol-
diers carried out raids in the village
of Hares in the early hours of the
mornings and violently arrested and
questioned many children and teen-
agers from the village. The Israeli
army forces were joined by Shabak,
(Israeli Secret Service) agents. Sev-
eral boys were detained, blindfolded,
handcuffed and taken off to prison.

A week later the Israeli army re-
entered the village just after school
and arrested several more boys,
including a six year old. These boys
were lined up and questioned at gun
point, before the army randomly
picked three boys aged 13, 14 and
17 and took them away. None of the
families were informed of the allega-
tions against the boys or the location
the army had detained them. None
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of these boys had any history of
stone-throwing. Eventually, 19 chil-
dren were taken off to the notorious
G4S secured children’s section at Al-
Jalame Prison.

In prison the youths were
viciously abused and locked up in
solitary confinement for up to two
weeks in windowless 1 metre by 2
metre cells with no mattress or blan-
kets to sleep on. Lights were kept on
in the cells, the food made them ill
and they were denied lawyers. Fol-
lowing the violent interrogations
most of the minors were released,
without charge, including two after
paying US$1,600 dollars (AU$1,796
dollars) each.

But five boys, now known as
the Hares Boys remained in prison
after confessing. To secure confes-
sions from these five boys they were
ill-treated and coerced with sexual
threats made against the female
members of their families. For
instance, one of the boys, Ali Sham-
lawi, was beaten each day, kept in an
isolation cell for the first 16 days and
had threats made against his mother
and sister.

After the confessions were
extracted by torture from the five
Hares boys they were charged with
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Eremantle Workers Club 5-9 Henry St Fremantle
ilickets $20 from the Workers Club Bar
acfsperth@gmail.com or 0419 812 872

25 counts of attempted murder, even
though there were only four people
in the car. Apparently, the Israeli
military court had decided that as 25
stones were allegedly thrown, each
stone was an “intent to kill”. The
five boys are now aged 16-17 years
old and are currently locked up in
another G4S secured adult facility,
Megiddo Prison. The boys have only
been granted limited visits with their
families and lawyers since being held
in prison. And each of their military
court hearings has been closed to out-
side observers.

The Hares Boys have been con-
demned and labelled in the Israeli
media as terrorists and being guilty
even before an investigation, or
before they “confessed” to stone-
throwing under duress. The prosecu-
tion’s case rests on the boy’s coerced
“confessions” and the 61 Israeli
“witnesses” who came forward from
surrounding Israeli settlements after
the car accident got media coverage
as a “terrorist act” to claim their cars
were damaged on the same day by
stones. Other “witnesses” include
police and Shabak agents who were
not even present at the time. No evi-
dence of injuries, hospital admissions
or car damage has been documented
or presented as evidence to the boy’s
lawyers.

Thousands of Palestinian
youngsters like the Hares Boys are
treated in the Israeli military court
system as adults. According to
international human rights law and
the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child in particular, adults
are people who are over 18 years
of age. They have been denied any
semblance of justice in the Israeli
military court system: A court
system that convicts Palestinian
children at a rate of 99.7 percent,
which is very similar to the world’s
worst oppressive regimes.

A study by the Israeli NGO “No
Legal Frontiers” over a period of a
year concluded that 100 percent of
Palestinian children brought before
the Israeli military court in that time
were convicted. The Israeli military
court system is no reputable or fair

justice system for any Palestinian

civilian to be tried under, let alone

children.

“When the car crashed into the
truck, the boys were already in the
village ...When they heard the crash
they were in front of the school, so
they couldn’t have been throwing
stones.” Ali Shamlawi’s mother

The case against the Hares Boys
is full of improper legal procedures,
including:

+ The boys have been held in
Al-Jalame Prison and then later
in Megiddo Prison, both inside
the 1948 territories of Israel.
Transferring detained, arrested, or
imprisoned people from occupied
territories to the territory of
the occupier is in violation of
international law, especially the
Fourth Geneva Convention.

* The unfair and racist Israeli
“justice” system is imposed on
Palestinians. No matter what the
alleged crime, Palestinians are
forced to go through the military
courts and are tried under military
law, while Israelis go to the
civil court system for the same
offences.

* The violent arrests of children at
night, without any explanation
given to the families for the
arrests or informing them of their
children’s whereabouts are against
Israel’s own law. These laws state
that minors are to be accompanied
by an adult family member when
detained or arrested.

¢ Children being put into
solitary confinement for days
is recognised as a form of
torture and is considered a
severe punishment, especially
as no charges had been laid or a
conviction recorded.

* Abusive interrogations of minors
is considered as torture.

* The boys were arrested and
charged despite a total lack of
evidence against them to support
the allegations and condemned
as guilty by the Israeli media,
which is against the universal
presumption of innocence, that is
innocent until found guilty.

“He is a 16 year old child, how
do you think he could resist under
this pressure before confessing.”
Niemeh Shamlawi

This case could also set a very
dangerous precedent if the five Hares
Boys are convicted. Such a legal
precedent would then allow Israeli
military courts to convict Palestinian
children as young as 12 years old for
attempted murder in alleged cases of
stone throwing. If the five boys are
convicted they will be locked up for
25 plus years to life imprisonment.

At first no one made any claim
that stones were thrown. The first
search of the car, by police from the
illegal settlement, produced no evi-
dence of any stones, but a subsequent
search two days later uncovered a
single stone in the vehicle. The court,
like the vast majority of cases against
Palestinians, through the Israeli mili-
tary system has not called a single
Palestinian witness. Instead they
have focused on an Israeli woman
who was driving nearby and a pass-
ing truck driver, neither of who can
say that they saw anyone throwing
stones.

The lives of five Palestinian boys
will be destroyed with no evidence
whatsoever of an incident or offence
having been committed. This case is
a gross miscarriage of justice as the
Hares Boys are innocent and should
be unconditionally released. Take a
stand and help get justice for Hares
Boys. The Hares Boys have now
been imprisoned for over one year.

Fight for Justice! Free the Hares
Boys!

What Can Be Done — Please
sign a petition, pass a motion at your
workplace, organise or join a rally
to publicise the case, write letters
to newspapers, politicians and the
Israeli Embassy protesting the unjust
treatment of the Hares Boys. Urge the
international media, legal and human
rights groups to pay more attention to
this case of blatant injustice.

For more information or to
support the campaign look

up the Hares Boys Facebook
page — Free the Hares Boys or
hareshoys.wordpress.com &%
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