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Bust the Budget

Anna Pha

The main thrust of the 2014-15 federal
budget is the transfer of wealth from
working people into the pockets of the rich
and big corporations, in particular to the
mining and banking/finance sectors. In
the name of “smaller government” and
dishonest claims of a “budget emergency”,
the budget sets out to gut social welfare
and public services, demolish the public
service, deregulate the operations of big
business and to privatise what remains of
public assets.

If passed the budget would cause untold
pain and suffering, drive millions of Australians
into poverty, boost the ranks of the unemployed
and homeless and drive the economy into
recession. The budget must be defeated and
replaced by a progressive program of spending
and revenue raising that protects our planet and
improves the life of the people.

The Communist Party of Australia puts
forward the following policies as the core of
such a program:

Health — Universal access to bulk billing
(no fee at point of service) for medical services,
including full dental and mental health
coverage, and greater emphasis on preventative
health and aged care services.

Increase funding to public hospitals and

provide the unemployed, age pensioners and
other concession cardholders with free scripts.
Reduce the fees for all other people and
renegotiate low prices with Big Pharma for
medications.

Education — Education is a human
right and its provision a responsibility of
government. Free, secular and universal
public education from pre-school through
to TAFE and university. The apprenticeship
system should be restored with apprentices
guaranteed appropriate work and adult wage
plus allowances for tools, books, clothing, etc.
Increase funding to improve resources, increase
teacher numbers, ensure adequate salary
increases and end contractual employment and
exploitation of casuals.

Housing — A massive program of con-
struction of public housing which offers
affordable accommodation and puts downward
pressure on private rental markets, as well as
creating jobs.

Planning — A national plan for the
development of the Australian economy
on an environmentally sustainable basis.
This includes re-regulation of key financial
instruments (interest rates, currency, foreign
investment, flow of capital in and out of
Australia, etc) and development of a strong
manufacturing sector.

Public sector — Expansion and extension
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of public sector is central to the planning of
economic development and job creation and
training. Reversal of privatisation of major
public enterprises, new infrastructure to be built
and operated by the public sector.

Jobs — Job creation programs in line
with the national plan (as against “leaving
it to the markets”) with particular emphasis
on the public sector including expansion
and improvement of public transport, public
housing, renewable energy sources and other
infrastructure.

Financial regulation — A national
investment policy that would outlaw control
of the national economy by foreign investors
and provide strict control over the movement of
money in and out of the country and restoration
of control of interest rates, credit policy and
currency exchange rates.

Environment — Additional funding
invested in sustainable, renewable energy
projects, desalination, restoration of dying
river systems and other projects to reduce
Australia’s emissions of greenhouse gases and
repair the huge damage that has already been
done through reckless land and water use.

Social welfare — Remove the anomalies
between different types of benefit by raising
lower rates to the highest level. An immediate
increase of $50 per week to this rate. End the
stringent testing and harassing of recipients
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and redirect government resources to genuine
support for the unemployed.

Index all pensions and benefits in line with
male full-time weekly earnings. Restore pay-
ments to single parents. Immediate access to
benefits for the unemployed. Abolish means
and assets testing for age pension and provide
access at age 65.

Child care — Expand public and community
provision of childcare with an increase in
assistance of up to 100 percent of fees for those
on lowest incomes.

Asylum seekers — The immediate
cessation of the mandatory detention policy.
No offshore detention. Limit the holding of
refugees in centres to the time necessary to
process applications for refugee status. No
children to be held in detention centres under
any circumstances.

Taxation — Restructure the marginal rates
on personal income tax system so that those
on high incomes contribute at a far higher rate.
Abolition of GST which is a flat, regressive tax.

National Superannuation Scheme —
Create a national superannuation scheme that
workers could join on a voluntary basis and
roll over existing funds. This scheme would
be government-guaranteed, members would
receive a defined benefit — a regular fortnightly
payment on retirement for the rest of their life.

Continued on page 2
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Two mates dance the same tune

The National Press Club’s special S0th anniversary event featured
former Labor Prime Minister Bob Hawke and former Coalition PM
John Howard. There was no sign of past political point-scoring or
parliamentary slanging matches. It was more like a mutual admira-
tion society, with two men warmly reminiscing over the good old
days and recalling points of agreement. They were just as arrogant
and articulate as ever, wallowing in all the media attention and not
shy about giving their respective parties’ leadership some advice.
“Bob Hawke and John Howard show how it’s done,” was how the
Brisbane Times summed it up.

The extent of agreement between the two former leaders was
striking; something that was not so transparent when they were in
office or opposition. Hawke and his Treasurer Paul Keating began
the process of privatisation and economic and financial deregulation
including deregulation of the Australian dollar and trade liberal-
isation (removal of trade barriers and tariffs). Labor also set in
train decentralisation of the system governing wages and working
conditions — shifting the focus from national awards to enterprise
bargaining and the trading off of conditions for wage rises.

They were successful in co-opting the trade union movement
through the Prices and Incomes Accord — a social partnership agree-
ment between Labor and the ACTU under which unions agreed to
co-operate with employers and restrain wage increases in return
for some social reforms including Medicare. The wage restraint and
trade-offs resulted in a loss of working conditions and a real reduc-
tion in wages for many workers.

The Howard government continued the process of economic de-
regulation and privatisation. It took a far more aggressive stance
towards the trade union movement, with successive waves of in-
dustrial relations legislation, culminating in WorkChoices (with
individual employment contracts) and the establishment of the
Australian Building and Construction Commission. There were sav-
age cuts to social welfare and other areas of spending. The Howard
government mounted an attack on wages and working conditions by
gutting awards and restricting the content of enterprise agreements.

Howard, still the shrewd politician of the past, had a message
for PM Tony Abbott: “Politics, at the end of the day, is not a public
relations contest ... we sometimes lose the capacity to argue the case.
We think it is sufficient that we utter slogans. In truth, in politics you
need slogans and arguments ... Australians do have a great capacity
to absorb the argument.” He then went on to explain that Australians
want policies to be in the national interest and fundamentally fair.

Hawke, on his part, had a message for Labor leader Bill
Shorten: “You can’t expect, nor should you expect, the support of
the Australian people to throw out an existing government and put
you in unless you have done them the courtesy, and the country the
service, of working out a coherent policy, not necessarily of reform,
but of adaptation to changing circumstances. You will not just get
into government by sheer opposition unless the government is going
really badly.”

Howard, in his contribution to the Press Club, was clearly ad-
miring of some of the Hawke government’s economic reforms, in
particular the floating of the dollar which Howard as Treasurer in
the Fraser government had not managed to do. Howard pointed out
how he had backed many of the Hawke reforms while in opposi-
tion and gently admonished Labor (when not under Hawke) for not
returning the favour in regard to the GST.

“Could I say gently to the current opposition,” said Howard
in the true spirit of mateship, “that if you’re worried about the
influence of minor parties, one way of eliminating their influence is
for the two major parties to get together on sensible change.” This
suggestion says it all.

The speed of change, the processes of change, the attitude towards
trade unions, the size and form of their safety nets, and the spin to
sell policies may be different, but underlying these external differ-
ences, both major parties are pursuing a similar big business agenda
of deregulation, privatisation and “smaller government”. Howard’s
comment about getting together to squeeze out the real opposition
forces such as the Greens reveals the common class interests, as does
their mateship that was so evident during the National Press Club
event. It also demonstrates the need to build a left and progressive,
political alternative in Australia prepared to challenge the might of
the transnational corporations and put people and the planet first.

PRESS FUND
Last week PM Tony Abbott declared the government shouldn’t
sacrifice “the economy” (translation: corporate mining profits)
for the sake of the environment. Will they dump the pathetic
five percent carbon emission reduction target? Abbott has been
mercilessly satirised recently in a US comedy show. Will he be
replaced as PM? We don’t know yet, but one thing we do know is
that the Press Fund is very important because it helps cover our
ever-rising production costs. So please if you possibly can, send
us in something for the next issue — or better still, contact us to
make arrangements for regular automatic donations. We offer
our sincere thanks to the following for their generous support this
week:

Auburn Branch fund raiser $22.50, MH $200, Mark Mannion $5,
Natasha (for the Kitchen Club) $59.90, “Round Figure” $17.60

This week’s total: $305 Progressive total: $3,745
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Govi unlawful action
af Maules Creek

The Leard Forest Alliance
last week revealed explosive
allegations that changes made to
a key management plan for the
Maules Creek coal mine, allowing
clearing to take place in the Leard
State Forest over winter and
spring, may have been unlawful.

The Maules Creek Community
Council has written to the NSW
Ministers for Planning and
Environment asking them to explain
upon what power the Acting Secretary
of the Department of Planning and
Environment acted in changing the
plan. Lawyers for the Maules Creek
Community Council have requested
that clearing in the Leard Forest be
immediately stopped because they
are unlawful.

The Leard State Forest has been

the setting for emotional scenes
as environmentalists and local
community members blockade
the clearing operation, putting
themselves in front of bulldozers and
suspending themselves from trees.

Leard Forest Alliance spokes-
person Georgina Woods said,
“The implications of this letter to
the Ministers are profound. If the
changes to this management plan
were made unlawfully, then the
clearing happening now is a major
breach of Whitehaven’s approval.

“The clearing that is devastating
Leard Forest is unlawful and must be
stopped. The NSW government cannot
continue covering for Whitehaven
Coal: uphold the law, stop the clearing
and restore environmental protections
to Leard State Forest now.”

Ms Woods said that witnesses in
the trees have watched Whitehaven
clearing the forest at breakneck
speed with three bulldozers. Despite
the controversy of the Maules Creek
mine, the Department of Planning
has secretly yielded to Whitehaven’s
demands, exceeding its authority
and casting the project as legal in the
process.

“This unlawful action by the
Department of Planning is one more
black mark for the government
in the tawdry history of this
controversial mine following close
upon undeclared political donations
and phoney offsets. The government
can only regain face in this matter by
ordering this clearing to cease.” &

Call for resignations
over mine fire

Len Lean

The Hazelwood coal mine enquiry
has revealed claims by the United
Fire Fighters Union national
secretary Peter Marshall that
health officials changed the safe
level of carbon monoxide exposure
from 30 part per million (ppm) to
70 ppm. Fire fighters are required
to wear breathing apparatus when
the levels reach 55 ppm.

The ambient air quality
standard in Victoria allows a level
above 9 ppm only one day per
year, proving that even the lower

standard of 30 ppm was not safe
let alone the unjustified increase to
70 ppm. The mine fire started on
February 9 and burned for 45 days
blanketing the town of Morwell in
toxic smoke.

Fire fighters claim they were
censored from telling Morwell
residents that they were exposed
to dangerous levels of air pollution
during the Hazelwood mine fire.

The increase in carbon
monoxide exposure levels to
70 ppm were not peer reviewed
and health authorities chose not
to evacuate after receiving data

suggesting the higher threshold had
been breached.

The Voice of the Valley
community organisation president
Wendy Farmer says Morwell
residents are furious and are calling
for the resignation of the Chief
Health Officer Dr Rosemary Lester
and Health Minister David Davis.

Exposure standards
unfortunately are set for healthy
adults and do not take into
consideration the children, elderly
or those with existing illness. More
horrendous revelations are yet to
come from this enquiry. &

Bust the Budget

Continued from page 1

People’s Bank — Set up a
national public insurance company
and People’s Bank with strong social
charters (including low or no-fee
services) putting downward pressure
on private banks and insurance
companies, making home loans
and insurance coverage cheaper for
people, small business and farmers.

Funding the people’s
budget

* Address tax avoidance schemes
such as negative gearing,
export of profits offshore to tax
havens, and end the massive tax
concessions for the rich rorting
the superannuation system.

 Increase company tax rate to at
least 36 cents in dollar (instead of
reducing it to 28.5 cents).

» Impose a genuine super
profits tax, not just for mining

companies, but the big banks,
insurance companies, investment
houses and other corporations.
Phase out government funding of
private schools, universities and
colleges.
* Reduce Australia’s bloated
military budget, initially by
10 percent, and review future
spending to bring it into line with
what is required for Australia’s
defence (as against offensive
capacity) and humanitarian
regional and domestic
responsibilities (eg tsunamis,
floods, earthquakes, etc).
Phase out the private health
insurance rebate which is nothing
more than a subsidy to an
otherwise unsustainable private
hospital system.
¢ Investment of funds from national
superannuation scheme in
public housing and other public
infrastructure projects such as

Dr Jacob Rumbiak and the Australian West Papua Association (AWPA)
Melbourne seek new friends and donations in the struggle against genocide,
environmental destruction and resource theft.

Australian West Papua Association (AWPA) (Melb)

PO Box 1093, Windsor 3182 Victoria
0395102193 eng.peacechild@hotmail.com

transport and renewable energy

production.

Industry and retail superannuation

funds obliged to invest a

minimum of five percent of

their investments in public

infrastructure.

Income and low interest loans to

government from the People’s

Bank.

* End government subsidies to
mining sector, including the fossil
fuel rebate.

Economically the above
demands are not unrealistic but
they cannot be achieved without a
fundamental change in the political
direction of Australian politics. Bust
the Budget mass mobilisations are
just the beginning of the struggle
to defeat the anti-people agenda
of big business. To achieve such
policies, a government of a new
type, committed to the interests of
the people is required — a government
closely linked with the people’s
mass movements and struggles. It
means building a united movement
of left and progressive forces, of the
trade unions, environmental, peace,
education and community groups
prepared to put people’s interests
and the planet before those of big
business profits. &
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Peter Mac

Recent protests by asylum
seekers on Christmas Island
were suppressed, leaving many
detainees injured. The Minister
for Immigration Scott Morrison
expressed regret for the murder
of asylum seeker Reza Barati
during the earlier brutal attack
on Manus Island detainees by
guards and local PNG police.
However, he claimed the attack
wouldn’t have happened if they
hadn’t protested.

The Abbott government’s report
on the attack has confirmed that
one detainee had his throat slashed,
another received a gunshot wound
in the buttocks, and one lost an
eye. Barrati’s head was struck with
a stick, kicked and smashed with a
rock. More than 60 detainees were
injured, including those who had not
taken part in the protest.

The report revealed that the
security firm G4S previously warned
of rising tension because of lengthy
imprisonment and the fact that the
PNG government had processed no
applications.

The firm also said the behaviour
of the notoriously brutal PNG
“mobile squad” was unpredictable,
and they might resort to unnecessary
force against the asylum seekers.

The Papua New Guinea
government has denied its personnel
were involved, but the report claims
that citizens from both countries,
(and one from New Zealand), took
part in the attack.

However, the principal culprit
is the government’s cruel offshore
resettlement policy, and indeed the
underlying policies of mandatory
detention and offshore processing of
applications for asylum.

Mental health

A study of 5,400 asylum
seckers in mainland detention
centres, Christmas Island, Manus
Island and Nauru by medical
consulting firm International Health
and Medical Services indicates
that the detainees’ mental health is
deteriorating in proportion to their
time in indefinite detention, and the
problem is exacerbated by offshore
detention.

The study found that 13 percent
of asylum seekers in mainland
detention centres and on Christmas
Island were suffering extremely
severe depression on arrival. A third
of the Christmas Island detainees
have major mental health issues,
“indicating a high level of need
for torture and trauma counselling
services on the island”. The mental
health of children, who make up
about 13 percent of the detainee
numbers, was of particular concern.

The number of detainees
suffering mental health problems
increased to 22 percent for those
detained between four and six
months and peaked at 44 percent for
detention over 19 months. On Manus
Island and Nauru approximately half
the detainees exhibited symptoms
of significant depression, stress or
anxiety.

The study claimed that the
number of asylum seekers in
immigration detention who exhibit
clinical symptoms of post-traumatic
stress disorder now exceeds 1,000.

Manus Island has been without
a full-time psychiatrist for six
months. The study highlighted
the need for specialist torture and
trauma counselling services and for
psychologists and psychiatrists to
work in the detention centres, but
made it clear the primary difficulty
is the detention environment.

Dr Choong-Siew Yong, a
former member of the immigration
health advisory group (which the
government has now disbanded)
commented:

“People are coming as asylum
seekers with a high level of mental
health problems to begin with, and
in the environment of the detention
centres and the uncertainty about
outcomes, and the fact they are often
in detention for long periods of time,
those problems remain and in some
cases get worse, despite the provision
of treatment.”

It can be concluded from the
report that the current policies of
mandatory detention, offshore
processing, detaining and resettling
asylum seekers in developing nations
and forbidding them from ever
resettling in Australia are vicious
violations of the asylum seekers’
human rights.

National shame
and disgrace

Offshore processing and
mandatory detention policies impose
a massive burden on the budget.
The government claims it has saved
money by shutting down some of
the mainland detention centres.
However, running offshore facilities
is far more expensive than doing so
on the mainland.

According to Fairfax reports
the Manus Island security firm G4S
made a pre-tax profit of $17,355
per inmate last year, and detaining
an asylum seeker on Manus Island
or Nauru is more expensive than
accommodating them in Sydney’s
most luxurious hotel.

But the government isn’t
interested. Ignoring the fact that
Papua New Guinea is notoriously
unsafe for its own citizens, let alone
unwelcome newcomers, Morrison
rejects the idea that it is perfectly
valid for those who have been subject
to persecution to seek to live in a
country that offers not only safety

Asylum seeker policy
horrors dee

but also the best chance for their
children’s future.

His statements imply that those
who seek asylum but also express a
desire to live in a developed nation
may not have a genuine fear for their
own safety in their homelands.

Nevertheless, there are some
hopeful signs. Because the High
Court previously rejected the Gillard
government’s deal with Malaysia to
detain asylum seekers, the deputy
clerk of the Senate, Richard Pye,
has advised the Greens that the
government’s proposed deal to
detain and resettle asylum seekers
in Cambodia would have to be
approved by Parliament.

The government says the High
Court ruling only applies where
asylum seekers are transferred from
Australia, not from Manus Island or
Nauru.

The Greens have enthusiastically
accepted Pye’s advice and will
challenge the Cambodian deal
proposal. If Labor backs the
government the deal could still be
challenged in the High Court, but if
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Labor and the independents back the
Greens it could be defeated in the
Senate.

That would require a major
rethink of Labor’s position. But
why not? The current immigration
policies are bringing Australia’s
reputation into international shame,
and the disgrace associated with our
racist treatment of asylum seekers is
beginning to resemble the national
shame over the Stolen Generations.

The ruthless policy of resettlement
in poverty-stricken developing
nations, and the underlying policies
of mandatory detention and offshore
processing bring to mind that famous
anguished declaration: “How long
must I be with you, how long must I
suffer you?”

How long indeed. It’s time to
move on, and return to the humane
policies of processing applications
on shore and as rapidly as possible,
accepting verified refugees,
celebrating their presence and
helping them contribute their skills,
energy and culture to the rich mix of
the Australian community. &
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Globalization

The Globalisation
of Poverty and the
New World Order

by Michel Chossudovsky

Paper back- 377 pages
Publisher: Global Research, 2003

$36 including p&h

This is a second edition with valuable updates
and additional chapters that not only deal
with imporfant economic questions but

extremely well researched and revealing

. information on experiences in Sub-Saharan
74 Buck.mghum St, Africa, South-East Asia, Bangladesh,
s“"y Hills, NSW 2010 Vietnam, Latin America, the former Soviet
029699 8844 Union and the Balkans. Michel Chossudovsky
spent considerable time researching his
shop@cpu.org.uu topics, including extensive travels in many
WWW.CpO.org.au of the countries reported on. The part on the

New World Order includes coverage of the
dismantling of the welfare state, narrowing of
the tax base, illusory independence of central
banks and the crisis of the state.

Credit cards incl card type, name,
number & exp date. All Cheques/
Money Orders to “CPA”
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Budget 2014-15
Gap concern over big cuts

Treasurer Joe Hockey and Prime
Minister Tony Abbott have been
asked to explain how the Budget
will help to Close the Gap after
cutting $534.4 million from
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander programs, including
$121.8 million from Indigenous
health over the next four years.

Indigenous and social service
organisations have also voiced grave
fears about the effects changes to
health and welfare will have on
already disadvantaged Indigenous
people.

Health and Indigenous groups
are particularly concerned that the
new $7 Medicare charge to see a
doctor could discourage Indigenous
people from seeking medical help
when needed. National Aboriginal

Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO) chair
Justin Mohamed welcomed the
continued funding for 150 Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health
Organisations (ACCHOs), but said
there was a lack of detail on how
the $7 Medicare co-payment would
work.

“ACCHOs are not like a
mainstream medical practice,”
he said. “Its primary purpose for
operation is delivering holistic,
comprehensive and culturally
appropriate health care to the
community it serves, not turning a
profit. We’d expect most ACCHOs
would not increase the barriers to
health care for many Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders by charging
the co-payment for doctors’ visits.

Australia

“However, this would have a
serious flow-on impact on other
on-ground services provided by the
organisation and Aboriginal health
outcomes in the local community.
NACCHO believes Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people
should be exempt from any
health co-payments to prevent
any backward steps in Aboriginal
health.”

Close the Gap campaign co-chair
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Social Justice Commissioner
Mick Gooda said the Budget cuts
to mainstream services could
have a disproportionate impact on
Indigenous people.

“The cuts to preventative health
could also have significant impact on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Five Days For The Five
a great success

Three Australians, Elizabeth Hulm,

Keith Headland and Vinnie Molina,

attended the Washington rally “Five
Days For The Five” initiated by the
International Committee For The
Freedom Of The Cuban 5, Washington

DC June 4-10 2014.

Over two hundred delegates from 31
countries took part in the events which
included a two day conference with many
activists and well known figures taking
part, including actor Danny Glover, well
known writers from a number of countries,
church leaders from the USA and other
countries, members of parliament from
Europe and Latin America, a concert with

various music artists.

Calls were made to liberate the Cuban
5 and an end to the attempts by the USA

for regime change in Cuba.

On Saturday June 7 there was a rally

in front of the White House with the

international delegates and buses from
various cities in the USA taking part.
Visits to Congress with lobbying of
Congress members to support the cause of
the Cuban 5.
Regards from Washington.
Keith Headland &

Cindy Sheehan — peace acfivist.

New Era in
U.S./Cuba Relati
va Era en las
ones E

UU./Cubai

now.

Washinglons Political Prisoners

Despite the heavy rain a small group gathered outside the US Consulate in Sydney’s Martin Place supporting the
release of the the Cuban 5 on June 5.

Many leaflets were distributed. Passer byes were finding out about the Cuban 5 for the first time and about the
Human Rights Award People’s Choice they won last month or the “5 days for the Five” in Washington taking place

the message from the solidarity gathering was: “We demand that Obama ends the injustice and gives the freedom
the Cuban 5 deserve so they can return to their homes an beloved country Cuba”

The next gathering will be Saturday 5th July at 5pm in Martin Place.

people because of the negative
impact this will have on addressing
chronic disease,” he said. “Chronic
disease is a significant contributor
to the health equality gap. Cuts to
preventative health now will only
cost many more dollars in future
health expenses.”

Indigenous Affairs Minister
Nigel Scullion said that as Aboriginal
Medical Services (AMS) received
federal grant funding, they had
the capacity to exercise discretion
regarding the $7 Medicare charge.

“I would think AMSes would
waive the co-payment. I would
certainly encourage them to waive it
in the circumstances where that was
needed,” he said. “It’s also important
to note that a range of other services
provided by AMSes aren’t subject
to that payment — seeing a practice
nurse for example.”

While changes to the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
mean that the general population
will face an extra charge to many
prescriptions, Senator Scullion said
he believed Indigenous people on the
Close the Gap prescription scheme
for medicines would be quarantined
from the new charge.

Northern Territory General
Practice Education (NTGPE) said
the decision to scrap funding to
the Prevocational General Practice
Placements Program meant the
program would end in December.

“Each year, NTGPE place up
to 90 prevocational doctors on
12-week placements in rural and

Guardian

remote locations across the NT,” a
spokesperson said. “Closure of the
program will result in a loss of 25
fulltime equivalent prevocational
doctors working in remote
communities at any time in the
Northern Territory.”

Chief executive of Apunipima
Cape York Health Council in far
north Queensland Cleveland Fagan
said it was a very shortsighted Budget
that would severely affect the health
of all Australians, particularly those
in remote communities.

“The introduction of co-payments
will mean many with the greatest
need will simply not access the health
services they need for fear of being
unable to pay,” he said.

“With rates of chronic illness like
diabetes at epidemic proportions in
the Cape, this will lead to higher rates
of hospital admissions, emergency
evacuations, co-morbidities and
preventable deaths.”

Labor and Greens spokespeople
on Indigenous Affairs, Shayne
Neumann and Rachel Siewert, said
the Budget made a mockery of Tony
Abbott’s promise to be the “Prime
Minister of Indigenous Affairs”.

“I am very concerned to see
family violence services in line to be
cut, given Aboriginal women are 31
times more likely to be hospitalised
for assault,” Senator Siewert said.

“This is a very disturbing Budget
and I’'m deeply concerned about its
impact on Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.”

Koori Mail &

Uncovering the
faceless women

The Textile Clothing and Footwear
Union of Australia (TCFUA)
has begun Federal Circuit Court
proceedings against companies
who own many leading fashion
labels, over alleged breaches of
laws preventing the exploitation
of outworkers (see attached list).

Twenty-three clothing
companies will join the ranks
of over 170 others previously
taken to court by the TCFUA for
failing to abide by minimum legal
standards in the clothing industry.
The TCFUA will allege that the
group of 23 breached important
outwork and related provisions
of the Awards (either the former
Clothing Trades Award 1999 and/
or the Textile, Clothing, Footwear
and Associated Industries Award
2010).

Michele O’Neil, TCFUA
national secretary said: “TCF
outworkers, almost uniformly
migrant women, labour at home at
the end of long and complex supply
chains. Outworkers are particularly
vulnerable to exploitation given
the hidden nature of their work
and their isolation. Despite their
high level of skill, most are forced
to work long hours for very low
wages, some for as little as $5-6 an
hour.”

The TCF Award provisions
impose obligations on the whole
supply chain to make transparent

where work is being done, by whom
and under what conditions.

Ms O’Neil said: “Without
supply chain transparency, it is
impossible to identify sweatshops
and where outworkers are, how
much workers are being paid and
whether other labour standards
are being complied with. The
award breaches alleged by the
union go directly to this issue. To
put it simply, the award outwork
provisions are critical to ensuring
that sweatshop workers and
outworkers, receive their minimum
legal wages and entitlements.”

Ms O’Neil called on the fashion
industry to reject a race to the
bottom based on the exploitation
of outworkers and the use of
sweatshops. “There are companies
doing the right thing and who have
embraced ethical manufacturing in
Australia. That’s the future for the
industry — beautiful clothes made
ethically in Australia. Our union
will not let companies who persist
in breaching minimum award
obligations get away with it.”

Labels: Anna Thomas; Very Very;
Kamikaze; Cubec; Drizabone; Motto;
WarwickJones; Fella Hamilton;
Kea Sports; Digby’s; Verducci; Mr
Fleecy; Mariana Hardwick; Arthur
Galan; Mesop; My Size; Nevenka;
Nicholas; Ripe Maternity; Sosume;
Styleknit; Uniforms by Design;
Viktoria & Woods &
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sinking in

Bob Briton

The full impact of the Federal
Budget on public services and
public sector jobs is still sinking
into the awareness of Australian
workers. The government’s
intention to throw the unemployed
and students to the wolves has
sparked an angry reaction,
moving many who had never
protested before to take to the
streets in growing protests. Other
significant changes to the way of
life taken for granted in Australia
will become obvious pretty
quickly after the axe starts to fall
on what’s left of the public sector.

The Budget has given ample
warning — more than 70 agencies
will be merged, scrapped or sold off
by 2015. Roughly 16,500 jobs are on
the chopping block with over 7,300
set to go straight away.

“The Budget is a con job,”
Community and Public Sector
Union (CPSU) national secretary
Nadine Flood said at the time of the
release of the now-notorious Budget.
“Step one, they pretend the public
service is bigger than it is; step two
they run down the public service
through cuts, step three they sell it
off to their big business mates. The
only real winners in this Budget are
multinational corporations who will
be lining up to run public services for
a profit.”

The “run it down and sell it off”
strategy is in its advanced stages
at Australia Post. Post-Budget, the
organisation is planning 900 job cuts
mostly in Melbourne and Sydney
and a reduction in the delivery of
mail to two or three days a week.
The measures will not help Australia
Post as it adjusts to changes in
the ways people communicate. It
will, however, lead to a marked
downgrading of services to low
income and older people.

The ABC and SBS have been
attacked. While programming

and commentary on the public
broadcasters generally fits into the
spectrum of opinion acceptable to
the minders of the capitalist state,
the occasional dissenting voice can
be heard. That will now be further
limited and eventually stopped. The
ABC, in particular, has been the object
of a lot of hate-filled columns in the
corporate press for quite a while.
Lately, it has put up an unwelcome
ratings challenge to commercial
outlets with its extra digital channels.
And the Budget seeks to settle the
score for Murdoch’s Sky News,
which tendered unsuccessfully for
the regional broadcasting contract in
2011.

Cuts to the CSIRO are causing
consternation. For many years,
Australians have taken justifiable
pride over the achievements of the
scientific research organisation
operating in the public interest. It
has been under attack for some time
but now the organisation is facing its
most serious threat with hundreds
more job losses, site closures and big
cuts to areas of research. The attack is
having the same effect on the staff of
the CSIRO as can be seen elsewhere
throughout the public sector and the
community. It is mobilising them.
The Staff Association is planning two
days of protest on Tuesday June 24
and Thursday June 26.

Changes to iconic institutions
will be obvious and devastating but
so will the death by a thousand cuts
of other services. Ten regional tax
offices are to close, underscoring
the actual lack of interest in the
bush on the part of the Coalition.
The Australian Tax Office is losing
another 3,000 jobs. More will be
expected from fewer staff. And
people in the Port Macquarie, Sale,
Mackay, Bendigo, Rockhampton,
Launceston, Cairns, Orange,
Toowoomba and Grafton districts
will simply have to get on the end of
the call centre queue to sort out their
tax issues.
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Senior public servants are
occasionally breaking the officially-
imposed code of silence to say
that the functions of government
are at risk of collapsing. Limits to
the zeal of the government might
be reached as delays and other
inefficiencies creep over the system.
Abbott mentors, such as UK Prime
Minister David Cameron, have
found out the hard way that a lot of
the “bureaucracy” and “red tape” so
dreaded by conservative politicians
actually serves a necessary function.

Of Cameron’s list of 3,095 “red
tape” cuts, his government will
proceed to scrap 100. Only 33 have
been scrapped so far. Most of the
regulatory “red tape” was inactive or
was already in line for a spring clean.
The top three on the list of 33 alleged
deterrents to hiring British workers
are: removing the requirement to
fortify margarine, revoking strict
requirements on where “no smoking”
signs should be placed in business
premises, remove two regulations
governing how lost property left on
public transport should be treated!

The major limit to the privatising
and public sector slashing madness
of governments of leaders like David
Cameron and Tony Abbott, however,
is mobilisation by the people; unity
in action by members of unions
and the community. More and more
Australians are thinking of ways
to bust this Budget and their initial
efforts have been having effect. &

CPA Ceniral Committee
Executive statement on
the attacks on the
Communists of Ukraine

The Communist Party of Australia
condemns in the most strenuous
terms the attacks carried out
by fascist and other reactionary
elements on the Communists of
the Ukraine. The persecution and
violence directed at progressive
political forces in the country are
emblematic of the dark age in
store for the people of the Ukraine
if the US and the European Union
succeed in dragging the country
into the debt prison of once viable,
productive countries. Sovereignty

will be lost and the industrial
capacity of the country further
dismantled.

The shameful past of fascist
collaboration and racist atrocities
will be glorified and the history of
socialism and the Great Patriotic
War distorted and purged. Plans for
attacks on the territorial integrity
of the Russian Federation will be
advanced and the world pushed
closer to a major war. The bravest,
most consistent opponents of these
frightening developments are the

Communists of Ukraine. That is
why members and Party premises
are being attacked and the legal
status of the Communist Party
remains under a cloud. We declare
our solidarity with the Party and the
people of Ukraine in these times
of great trials. The CPA rallies

in defence of the Communists in
Ukraine as their struggle is the
struggle of all Communists of the
world. &

| was disgusted with last week’s speeches by former prime
ministers — Hawke and Howard. Both waxed lyrical about their
personal journeys into politics but both failed to acknowledge
the terrible cost of wars which took place on their watches or
destruction of workers’ rights and conditions. Hawke’s tirade
in support of a nuclear dump in Australia came as if the whole
exercise was actually a vehicle to promote the idea. | do not
know who he is exactly lobbying for but it sure came across as a
prepared statement. Hawke is a private citizen now and as such
is entitled to his personal opinion on all manner of things. If he
is a lobbyist for nuclear companies he should openly declare it.

The Refugee Council of Australia was informed that its core
funding of $140,000 a year would be cut — despite it being
allocated in the budget. The Council was told the decision
was made by Immigration Minister Scott Morrison but no
explanation was given though a spokeswoman for the minister
said: “This decision has been taken in light of the tight fiscal
environment and budgetary constraints as a result of Labor’s
failed economic management that are having an impact on
all government expenditure”. This sounds like a well-worn
record stuck in a groove and being repeated again and again.
Identical answers are given by government representatives to
practically all questions about budget cuts. It sounds like the
same advertising agency is providing the answers. In case of
Scott Morrison, according to Sydney Morning Herald (SMH,
June 1, 2014) this may be just the case. “Scott Morrison’s
departments employ more than 95 communications staff and
spin doctors, costing the taxpayers at least $8 million a year”,
the paper says. The Refugee Council’s chief executive Paul
Power was shocked by the news and said the “... decision is
petty and vindictive and is symbolic of the minister's very
poor relationship with the non-government sector”. Petty
and vindictive can be easily applied to all the members of
the Abbott government — they are just following their leader.

Protest movements have always had a potential to be
infiltrated by subversive elements to disrupt, compromise,
provoke a violent reaction — in other words, undermine the
purpose of the protest and present those protesting in the
most negative light. Big companies pay lots of money to
make sure they have no obstacles to their activities and if
locals object then skulduggery is the name of the game.
Anti-coal activists and local landowners were surprised to
find out that former soldiers and intelligence operatives
were amongst their ranks. The protests are around a multi-
million dollar coal mine development in northern NSW.
There is a company which supplies the spies with false
identities — one wonders if it is actually legal to engage in
this sort of activity but it is evidently okay in a “democracy”
to make sure that it works for those with money to pay for it.
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Three Golden Gianis

by Vic Williams

What can | do to fence this brown stampede,
River in tumult, trampling my people’s dream?

Winter by winter has our river thundered,
Summer by summer has its bones burnt bare,
When the thirsty land bent down to drink its fill
Even as boys we planned where we would dam it;
Fathers and sons joined in a mighty dream.

That dream shone clearer than the stars, and led me
Through books and midnights, through the sweat of labour,
Till of the valley people | was chosen
To mould this dream in concrete rock and steel.
But now the flood snarls at its young foundations,
And | am powerless to strike its teeth aside.
I read again but sfill dare not believe it;
“Abandon dam. Government does not intend to finish it.”

Dream of my people crumbles in the current;
We are the leaf and foam swept out to sea.
My hands are cupped but cannot hold her blood.

Have the three golden giants, shapers of the West,
Power fo make her whole and green again?

I saw my father’s father, broad and bearded,
| heard him sing of the giant he had served.

“And one was gold, my hearty,
The first was gold my son.

And we could pave a city

With the gold that we had won.

“When we were young and eager
The gold ran in our veins.

Qur picks rang in the ranges,

Qur tracks cut through the plains.

“We traced him fo his prison

By his gold blood in the sands,
And when we split the reefs apart
He lifted up his hands.

“Then Bailey broke the padlock
And Hannan saw him smile
Till he stood aloft, a giant,
When we freed the Golden Mile.

Fremantle

Vic Williams’ 100th anniversary
Born 28th June 1914

Join us in celebrating a life well lived.

Vic was a man true to his working class beliefs; a fighter
for a better world, a thinker and a writer. Among his
literary works are Harvest Time; Hammer and Seagulls;
The Years of Big Jim; Along the Waterfront; Three Golden

Giants; and Volcano on our Doorstep.

“Give me a road, a railway,

And make a port for me!”

And they flashed like spears of sunlight
The whife rails from the sea.

“Bring me the coastal waters

That | can drink my fill.”

They heard his voice roll round the world
From Maritana Hill.

“And road and rail and water
Veins for the pounding mill
Flowed to the golden giant
On Maritana Hill.

“His wealth flowed in narrow streams,
Left the wide slope of people poor;

And the few rich who prisoned him
Drove him to yield them more and more.

“His mighty hands broke forests down,
Tore up the soil in rocks and dust.

His quartz teeth bit the miner’s lungs,

His salt breath clogged our lives with rust.

“The steel trains followed where he signed,
But deserts burned where he had trod;

And | coughed out my lungs, my son,

Laid my bleak bones before this god.”

How could that giant save our threatened dam,
Squanderer of soil and murderer of men?

The wounds he made have festered into desers;
He cannot heal the frees and earth he trampled;
He cannot put a green arm around Kalgoorlie;
He cannot make my dream turn back the flood.

| can remember when the drover came,
Bowed, lean and quiet, with the kindly hands,
Telling a boy how a giant strode the lands.

“When [ rode out with Gregory
Behind us lay the sailess seq,
Before, the nameless range.
Behind us were the hungry flocks,
Before us piled the prisoning rocks,
Even the trees were strange.

3 pm Saturday June 28

Maritime Union of Australia
2-4 Kwong Alley North Fremantle

Guest Speaker :
Jo Vallentine: Former Greens WA Senator
Dr Hannah Middleton: Long time campaigner for peace
and former CPA General Secretary
More info 0421 113 343 or cpaperth@gmail.com
Organised by the CPA, WA Branch

“And as we rode the grass grew thin,

For summer shaved the mountain’s chin,
And singed his head of hair.

Even the valleys hung their leaves,

And pools had slunk away like thieves;
Goats could not pasture there.

“But we remembered children’s eyes
Brimming with tears when cold winds rise;
Too little clothes to wear.
The humming of the looms would cease,
Unless they wove the golden fleece
For all the world to share.

“And so we climbed from ridge to ridge,

From range to range, the sky our bridge,
Clomped between rocks and sun.

But sudden pools would kiss our feet,

And green grass whisper ‘don’t retreat,’
And game fell to the gun.

“One afternoon the skyline broke,
And miles of grass rolled soft as smoke
To where the rivers run.
A million flocks came like the rains,
The golden giant reaped the plains;
His glory had begun.

“Yes, then it came our time to reap.
I crossed this river first with sheep

Much more than fifty years ago.
I've watched the feeding flocks increase,
The West put on its golden fleece

I've seen the giant grow.

“The green hills purred to the caressing sun,
Fat sheep and horses drowsed on timbered slopes,
And ports swelled out with bales on bales of gold.
Oh, was there ever such a fertile giont
As rode with us, rode out with Gregory?
Oh, was there ever such a mighty giant
Whose roads like veins flowed through the sleeping West,
Whose fingers dug for her a thousand wells,
Whose golden fleece warmed the shoulders of the world?”
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“Why is your shirt so thin and wom?”
| asked him in surprise.

“Why is dust thick upon your horse,
And sorrow in your eyes?”

“Too many mouths cut down the sheltering grass,
Too many hooves scratched through the red dry soil,
Till the desert licked in dust towards the sea.

“And if | rode from Wyndham to the Leewin,
And if | bathed my eyes in greenest spring,
I still would see the sheep pile up in thousands
In the dead river bed, as if to dam the water,
Dam back the mockery of the heat mirage.”

Water that's wasted, water that is fo come
Cannot hold back the desert wind of death
Unless it's dammed to spread the green past through tomorrow.

That golden giant cannot save our valley.

Must our dreams drown and die

For the great giant of the golden fleece,

Harried by squatters fanged with greed for wealth,
Muddies our dreams beneath his myriad feet?

Can the third giant make our land a garden,
Green to the walls of our people’s Western home,
Over the surge of flood | heard him calling,

Over the desert of forgotten years,

Voice of my father and the giant he had freed.

“His promise stirred us like the scent of wattle
We drank with dew on a September morm,

And where my axe rang in the virgin timber

The first green voice of the golden grain was bor.

“And then he strode from creek-bed to the skyline,
He thrust the grey hood of the bush aside;

The earth smiled beneath his eager fingers,

The wind combed her new, her golden pride.

“And we were proud, guarding the ripening harvest,
Proud fo grow bread for hungry lands to eat;

| paused a moment on my new verandah

To taste the first of the golden age of wheat.

“Spring rains and summer suns have swelled the harvest,
A million stems bend where the giant goes;

The thrusting comb lifts up the heads and holds them;
The golden stream gathers, then thrusts and flows.

“Flows through our roads, flows in our limbs, our dreaming,
Moulds trees to homes beneath his giant's might.
His hands have ribbed the sleeping bush with railways,
His thousand hands have made the darkness bright.
Ten thousand farmers lead their horses homeward
To where his eyes are windows brimmed with light.
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“When the Chicago wheat kings crashed the market
Little they cared as the ruins around them lay;

But a poison spread in the arteries of the cifies
Where hollow ships rusted along the bay;

And young eyes darkened with the smut of hunger
Watching through fireless night to breadless day.

“They starved because a single monstrous spider
Spun webs of money at each granary door:

And the same web fell on our hands, our farmlands,
Poisoned our lives with the misery of the poor.

“Slow and corrosive as the salt from creekbeds,
It seared the green blades of my life’s desire;
And drought trod down my heart; the shrunken giant
Dragged his burned limbs out of the desert’s fire.
Now rains and earlier hopes have flowed in vain;
Their course is clogged with salt and hot with pain.

“When | lie down, all heavy-eared with sleep,

I still can hear the murmur of the wheat.

When | am dead, bury me on the slope

Where the roots of the golden giant can hold me close.”

We buried him where he could watch the farm,
Where the rich soil could mend his broken body,
The rolling wheat still lift up his heart with joy.

But now the sand, the hot eroded sand

Blows over him, dries up my heart with pain;

And where our homestead watched above the wheatfields
The broken door sways in the wind and rain.

Three golden giants are stumbling down the valley,
Blinded and black from furnaces of drought,

Silent before the snarling lash of hunger,

Bowed by the chains that ring their wrists and throats;
And our dam crumbles beneath their leaden hands.

| cannot stay with the hunger in my heart;

Why have the golden giants lost their power?

Must wings of drought circle above our valley?

Must cold and hunger walk with the children of the world?

Then in the wind droving the locks of leaves
| heard his voice;

In the brown ripples pushing the lazy sand

| felf his story,

Voice of my father, sky with one star alight,
The it window in the bush-drowned night.

“I'met my valley on a sunny morning,
Threading the hills the shortest way fo town;
No work, and little food and scanty water,
And with no pillow when the sun went down.
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“It gave me water, through white sand bubbling,

It gave me food from one wild orange free:

My campfire dreams flowed from a thousand evenings
Into that valley time had made for me.

“| fought the challenge of the trees, the distance,

| found the water, its fertility.

All of my scattered years fused in one hearthstone,
| made the farm but then the farm made me.

“Mankind goes slowly; step, moves back and falters,
To learn a little, wait, and try again,

But with one farm, one dream and one endeavour
Mankind sows the future with miraculous grain.”

Then his voice faded, died with the ebb of evening,
Till the stars came out o ask did | forget.

| had forgotten, yes, | had forgotten

How the rich red hills around us ripple with life

Green and defiant.

| had forgotten how water and stone and leaf

Fought frost and drought and sun for a million years,
How the tempestuous rain stampedes the timber

That sways and bends, then shakes its head to the sun.

Man strides the hills, inches up every mountain,
And the ridged histories pass beneath our feet.

And | remember, yes, now | remember
A bridge to saddle a New Guinea river;
Whife plunging death, striking with hooves of stone
At rope and fimber.
But sons of our country, sons of the golden giants,
Broke it to harness, rode it to victory.

The golden giants held out the bow! of plenty,
Unbridled fire broke it upon the wheel;

But now the scorched seeds rise as sons and daughters,
And go together till our dream is real.

The three golden giants

Go singing through the valley,
The green guards of Australia
Walk where the rocks were bare.

The deserts break and falter
From the arrows of the river;
Water and leaf take prisoner
The feverish tongues of air.

The anger of the summer

Dies on the grass-green mountain
For above it sways the banner
Qur hands have planted there.

7
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Russia’s Gazprom
agreement abandons dollar

Umberto Pascali

On June 6, 2014, the official
Russian news agency Itar Tass
announced what many were
expecting since at least the
beginning of the Ukrainian crisis:
Russia’s main energy company,
Gazprom Neft, has finally “signed
agreements with its consumers”
to switch from dollars to euros
(as transition to the ruble) “for
payments under contracts”.

The announcement that the
agreement has been actually signed
and not just discussed was made by
Gazprom’s Chief Executive Officer,
Alexander Dyukov.

Despite the pressures from Wall
Street and its military, propaganda
and political apparatus, 9 out of 10
consumers of Gazprom’s oil and gas
agreed to pay in euros. Of course,
the big watershed was the Gazprom
unprecedented 30-years US$400
billion natural gas supply to China
signed in Shanghai last May 21 in
the presence of President Putin and
President Xi Jinping in the middle
of the Anglo-American sponsored
violent destabilisation of Ukraine.

In fact it is improper to talk of a
dollar denominated US$400 billion,
because this “biggest deal” will not
be using dollars but the Renminbi
(or Yuan) and the Russian Ruble. It
links China and Russia economically
and strategically for three decades, de
facto (and maybe later also de jure)
creating an unshakable symbiotic
alliance that necessarily will involve
the military aspect.

The Russia-China agreement
is a clear defeat of the obsessive
geopolitical attempts by Wall Street
to keep the two countries in a
situation of competition or, ideally,
war-like confrontation.

It changes the structure of
alliances. It strikes at the historical
foundations of British colonial
geopolitics (divide and rule). Under
escalating pressures and threats to
their national security, Russia and
China overcame brilliantly historical,
ideological, cultural differences.

Furthermore, to the horror of
London and Washington, China
and Russia concluded an agreement
with India (the BRICS) breaking the
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other holy tenet of British colonial
geopolitics: the secret to controlling
Asia, and thus Eurasia has always
been to instigate a perennial rivalry
between India, China, and Russia.

This was the formula for the
19th century “Great Game”. This
was why Obama was selected to
succeed George W Bush. The then
vice presidential candidate Joseph
Biden announced it very openly on
Aug 27, 2008 at the Democratic
Convention in Denver, explaining
why the Obama-Biden duo had been
chosen to take over the White House.

The greatest mistake of the Bush
administration and the Republicans,
he said, was not their atrocious
unchained warmongering, but their
failure “to face the biggest forces
shaping this century. The emergence
of Russia, China and India’s great
powers”.

Zbigniew Brzezinski’s protégé
Barack Obama was to defeat this
“threat”. Obviously they failed. But
this explains the dogged, irrational,
King Canute-style self-destructive
arrogance that has taken over the
present US administration.

The significance of these
developments should be emphasised

in relation to both the real economy
and the underlying financial
structures. These developments in
Eurasia are likely to weaken “the
chains that have tied the European
Union to Wall Street and the City of
London”.

The end of the dollar payment
system does not concern the currency
of the United States or the US as
such. What is known as “the dollar
system” has been an instrument of
feudal financial centres to loot the
economy of the world. These centres
are ready to do anything to save their
right to loot. It is well known that
whoever tried, until now, to create
an alternative to the dollar system,
met a ferocious reaction.

It is fitting to remember the
words of one of the strategists,
General Leonid Ivashov. On June
15, 2011, reflecting on the savage
destruction of Libya, the general
who is an unofficial spokesman
of the Russian armed forces and
has been Russia’s representative
in NATO, wrote “BRICS and the
Mission of Reconfiguring the
World.” Whoever challenges the
dollar hegemony, explained Ivashov,
becomes a target.

He gave precise examples: Iraq,
Libya, Iran:

“The countries which defied
dollar dominance invariably came
under heavy pressure and in a number
of cases, under devastating attacks.”
But the “the financial empires built
by the Rothschilds and Rockefellers
are powerless against the five largest
civilisations represented by the
BRICS”.

Thus, Ivashov advocated a
coordinated strategy by countries
representing half of the world
population to win their independence
using their own currency.

“The shift to national currencies
in the financial transactions between
the BRICS countries should
guarantee an unprecedented level of
their independence ...”

Since the end of the USSR,
the countries which defied dollar
dominance invariably came under
heavy pressure and in a number of
cases attacks. Saddam Hussein —who
banned dollar circulation in all spheres
of Iraq’s economy including oil trade
— was displaced and executed and his
country was left in ruins.

Gaddafi started switching
Libya’s oil and gas business to

gold-backed Arab currencies and air
raids against the country followed
almost immediately. Tehran had to
put its plan to stay dollar-free on hold
to avoid falling victim to aggression.

BRICS is clearly immune
to forceful pressure, its member
countries do not appear vulnerable to
colour revolutions, and the strategy
of provoking and exporting financial
crises may backfire.

In contrast to the US and the
EU, BRICS countries together own
natural resources sufficient not only
to keep their economies afloat in the
settings of contracting availability
of hydrocarbon fuels, food, potable
water, and electric power but also to
sustain vigorous economic growth.

The shift to national currencies in
the financial transactions between the
BRICS countries should guarantee
an unprecedented level of their
independence from the US and from
the West in general, but even that is
only the tip of the iceberg. A grand
geopolitical project is beginning to
materialise.

Now it’s the moment for Europe
to decide the big step. The Ukrainian
crisis is in reality a battle for Europe.
globalresearch.ca &

Unions organise historic event in Cyprus

Gary Bono

LEFKOSIA, CYPRUS: On the
island country of Cyprus, May
Day is a national holiday. Most
businesses are closed, festive
parades take place in all the major
cities; and restaurants, cafes, and
beaches are filled with holiday
crowds. May Day on Cyprus is
always a big deal, but on this last
particular May 1, beginning in the
late afternoon and continuing into
the evening, an event of historic
dimensions was organised by
the Pancyprian Federation of
Labour (PEO) and Devrimeci
¢i Sendikalari Federasyonu
(Confederation of Revolutionary
Labor Unions, Cyprus) (Dev-Is).

The big event was held in the
capital city of Lefkosia (Nicosia)
and attracted a massive turnout

from the populace, especially
labour. Of note were the drum
and bugle corps from local
communities across the country.
In the part of Nicosia controlled
by the Republic of Cyprus, the
celebration began with a rally in
front of the government ministry
of finance, serving as a challenge
to the current government’s
capitulation to the demands of
foreign bankers, to the detriment
of the working people of Cyprus.
After that rally the march proper
stepped off, heading towards the
North to the accompaniment of the
marching bands.

The route took marchers
past Ledra Palace, where current
president Nicos Anastasiades was
entertaining foreign dignitaries, not
to celebrate May Day but rather to
commemorate Cyprus’s becoming

part of the EU. At the same time as
these marchers were heading north
a group of mostly Turkish Cypriot
workers was headed south after a
similar May Day rally held in the
Turkish occupied northern part
of Nicosia. The two contingents
met inside the UN patrolled
buffer zone, the “no man’s land”
separating the southern two thirds
of the Republic of Cyprus from the
north.

This meeting, inside the buffer
zone, was unprecedented.

In the 1970’s ultra-
right nationalists from both
communities, the Turkish Cypriot
TMT and Greek Cypriot EOKA-
B, went to great lengths to
separate the two communities,
even waging campaigns of terror
and assassination against those
Cypriots who struggled for unity.

The inter-communal violence
perpetrated by these nationalists
sought to divide the Cypriot
people and opened the door to the
Turkish invasion and subsequent
occupation. Fortunately the right
nationalists were discredited and
now, although the nationalists
continue to have some following,
most Cypriots of Greek and Turkish
origin alike aspire to a reunified
Cyprus with a single sovereignty
and international personality, an
aspiration that was borne out by this
historic May Day meeting.

The historic meet-up was
followed by speeches from Pambis
Kyritsis, secretary general of
PEO, Andros Kyprianou, General
Secretary of the CC of AKEL
(Progressive Party of Working
People, the communist party of
Cyprus), and progressive leaders

of the Turkish Cypriot community.
The speakers delivered their
remarks in their native languages
which were translated into Greek
or Turkish. A program presented
by progressive Greek Cypriot

and Turkish Cypriot musicians
followed the speeches.

May Day, the workers day is
special in itself, but the historic
buffer zone rally at the culmination
of Nicosia’s May Day parades
served to emphasise the essential
unity and solidarity of Cyprus’s
two communities, a unity that was
symbolically borne out by the joint
appearance of Dimitris Christofias,
former General Secretary of
AKEL and former President of
the Republic, and Mehmet Ali
Talat, former leader of the Turkish
Cypriot community.

People’s World &
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Water war against

Suhaib Anjarini

Two weeks ago, the Turkish
government once again intervened
in the Syrian crisis. This time
was different from anything it
had attempted before and the
repercussions of which may bring
unprecedented catastrophes onto
both Iraq and Syria.

Violating international norms,
the Turkish government recently
cut off the water supply of the
Euphrates River completely. In fact,
Ankara began to gradually reduce
pumping Euphrates water about a
month and half ago, then cut if off
completely two weeks ago, according
to information received by the
Al-Akhbar newspaper.

A source who spoke on the
condition of anonymity revealed
that water levels in Lake Assad (a
man-made water reservoir on the
Euphrates) recently dropped by six
metres from its normal levels (which
means losing millions of cubic metres
of water). The source warned that “a
further drop of one additional metre
would put the dam out of service.

“We should cut off or reduce
the water output of the dam, until
the original problem regarding the
blockage of the water supply is
fixed,” the source explained.

The Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) controlling the region
the dam is located in did not suspend
the water output. Employees of the
General Institution of the Euphrates
Dam are running the lake under
the supervision of Al-Qaeda linked
ISIS, but they don’t have the
authority to take serious decisions,
such as reducing the water output.
In addition, such a step is a mere
attempt to ease the situation, and
it will lose its efficacy if the water
supply isn’t restored to the dam by
Turkey.

The tragic repercussions of
the new Turkish assault began to
reveal themselves when water levels
dropped in al-Khafsa in Aleppo’s
eastern countryside (where a water
pumping station from Lake Assad
is located to pump water through
water channels to Aleppo and its
countryside).

The reservoirs are expected
to run out of water in the coming
week. Meanwhile, water supplies in
auxiliary reservoirs in al-Khafsa are
close to being depleted.

Also, Tishrin Dam stopped

receiving any water which blocked
its electricity generating turbines,
decreasing the power supply in
Aleppo and its countryside, further
intensifying the already severe
imbalance in the power supply. In
Raqqa, the northern side of Lake
Assad is today completely out of
service. Two million Syrians living
in the region covering the villages
of Little Swaydiya to the east and
al-Jarniya to the west could lose their
drinking water supply. “Losing water
supplies in the dam means that the silt
in the lake will dry off which would
pressure its structure, subjecting
it to fissures and eventually total
collapse,” AI-Akhbar sources warned,
adding “it is crucial to shut down the
dam to stop its collapse.”

However, shutting down the dam
(if ISIS agrees) will only lead to a
human and ecological (zoological
and agricultural) catastrophe in Syria
and in Iraq.

According to information
obtained by Al-Akhbar, Aleppo locals
(who had already launched many
initiatives to reach solutions for a
number of local issues) began a race
against time to recommend solutions
for the problem, including putting
the thermal plant at al-Safira back to
work, which may convince ISIS to
spare the Euphrates Dam turbines,
and in turn preserve current water
levels in the lake.

In case it succeeds, such a step
would only rescue whatever water
and structures are left, and would
ward off further repercussions of
the crisis that has already started.
A halt to the water supply is now
inevitable and can’t be resolved
unless the Turkish government takes
the decision to resume pumping
Euphrates water.

In any case, it is worth
mentioning that the water in the
lake would take about a month, after
resuming pumping, to return to its
normal levels.

A historical conflict

The Euphrates River has
historically been at the centre of a
conflict between Turkey on the one
hand and both Syria and Iraq on the
other. Ankara insists on considering
the Euphrates a “trans-boundary
river” and not an “international
river,” hence it is “not subject to
international laws.” Also, Turkey
is one of the only three countries
in the world (along with China
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Two million Syrians living in the region covering the
villages of Little Swaydiya to the east and al-Jarniya
to the west could lose their drinking water supply.

and Burundi) that opposed the
Convention on the Law of the Non-
Navigational Uses of International
Watercourses adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations in
1997.

In 1987, a temporary agreement
between Syria and Turkey was
signed to share the water supplies
of the Euphrates during the period
when the basin of the Ataturk
Dam was being filled. In virtue of
the agreement, Turkey pledged to
provide an annual level of over 500
cubic meters of water a second on
the Turkish-Syrian borders, until
reaching a final agreement about
sharing the water supplies of the
river between the three countries. In
1994, Syria registered the agreement
at the United Nations to guarantee the
minimum amount of Iraq and Syria’s
right to the water from the Euphrates
River.
globalresearch.ca @&

Police snatch body of
Korean Samsung

Eric Lee

This sounds more like a horror
movie than one of our usual
campaigns on LabourStart. But
it’s all true. A few days ago, a
leader of a new union at Samsung
in South Korea named Yeom
Ho-seok took his own life to protest
the vicious anti-union policies of
the company. At his funeral, 300
police stormed in, arrested 25
mourners and absconded with his
body.

That’s right: the police took
away Yeom’s body.

The police apparently cremated
the body against Yeom’s dying
wishes, and have meanwhile jailed
two other leaders of the Samsung

workers’ union who dared to
protest the raid on the funeral.

All this takes place against the
background of attempts by workers
at electronics giant Samsung to
organise a union. The workers have
been on indefinite strike.

Samsung workers have the
right to a trade union. Their union,
the Korean Metal Workers Union,
has launched a big campaign
online demanding that the Korean
president intervene to release
the prisoners, end anti-union
repression at Samsung, and launch
an independent investigation of the
police raid and body-snatching.

Korea President Park Geun-
hye, Samsung Group management
and company Chairman Lee

worker

Kun-hee want to take the country
back to the dark days of its
authoritarian past. The workers
have asked Samsung to stop labour
repression and recognise the union,
for employment security at the
three centres with concentrated
union membership, to pay a

living wage and to bargain a first
collective agreement.

In partnership with
IndustriALL, the International
Trade Union Confederation, the
Korean Metal Workers Union and
the Korean Confederation of Trade
Unions, LabourStart is conducting
an international solidarity
campaign.

People’s World &

—® Region Briefs

A Cuban youth delegation visited Vietnam to join a conference
of the World Federation of Democratic Youth in Hanoi from May
27-31. The Central Committee of Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth
Union’s First Secretary welcomed the Cuban delegation and said
that “Vietnam highly values the cooperative ties between the two
youth organisations, and the two sides should continue supporting
each other in future through international activities”. The Cuban
delegation also visited Ho Chi Minh City on May 30. They received
a warm welcome from the municipal Party Committee, and
agreed to increase ideological and common concern exchanges.

Chinese President Xi called for fostering socialist values among
children, sending his greetings ahead of June 1 International
Children’s Day. He visited a primary school in Beijing’s Haidian
district, attending activities and having meetings with students,
teachers and parents. He stressed that “families, schools,
children’s associations and society should work together and take
responsibility for promoting socialist values so that the values
can take root”. The socialist core values include the aspirations
of the country’s role model and revolutionary martyrs’ ideas.

On June 2, at a press conference held by the Korea Green
Foundation, 56 South Korean activists warned of the possibility
of having a devastating nuclear disaster, calling for the country’s
longest-running reactor Gori-1 in Busan to be shut down
immediately in order to keep the country safe from a similar
incident to the 2011 Japanese Fukushima nuclear plant meltdown.
The Gori-1 with a planned lifespan of 30 years, is the oldest of
the country’s 23 nuclear reactors; it has been in operation since
1978. The South Korean government extended its life by another
10 years saying it was safe to do so. However, the reactor has had
130 technical issues and accidents making up 20 percent of the
total nuclear plant accidents in South Korea in the past 36 years.
The nuclear plant is located in South Korea’s south-eastern port
city with 3.4 million residents living within a 30-kilometre radius of
the reactor. Its location is vulnerable to tsunamis. It had a 12minute

blackout earlier this year due to a water cooling system failure.
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No surprise

“Mr Abbott apologised yesterday
for giving his ‘rock-solid, iron-
clad’ commitment to the now
abandoned Medicare safety net
thresholds, but said he made
the election pledge ‘absolutely
believing it to be true.’”

So wrote Mark Metherall, Louise
Dodson and Cosimo Marriner in an
article titled “PM, Abbott sorry about
Medicare”, back in the weekend
edition of the Sydney Morning
Herald, April 16-17, 2005. Abbott
was, of course, the Health Minister
in Howard’s government at the time.

The article went on to say that
the federal government was to

“break its election promise and raise
the thresholds at which people can
qualify for the (then) 80 percent
discount on high medical bills.... Mr
Abbott said the tighter provisions
would cut the number of people
benefiting from the safety net from
about 2 million last year to 1.6
million next year.”

Knowing all this, how is it that
anyone can honestly say they’ve
been surprised by the litany of broken
promises by the now Prime Minister
Tony Abbott. How quickly we, as a
nation, seem to forget.

Perhaps, if any contemporary
Australian history departments
survive the forthcoming education
cuts, the various faculties around the
nation should prioritise studies in
and analysis of the use of political
subterfuge in promises and policy
proposals made by all politicians
contesting any future election. That
way perhaps at least some of them
won’t accept the flimflam quite as
easily as the voters who were fooled
into voting Abbott into office.

Michael Smith
Katoomba

Letters / Culture & Life

Walk the Talk

On May 29, we held our National
Reconciliation Week event at
the Koch Centre For Youth. At
the event I made a pledge to our
Aboriginal Services team, and
that was to hire four Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander trainee
youth workers and to strive for
their recognition in the Australian
Constitution.

This year’s theme for
reconciliation week was “Walk
the Talk” and my pledge will be
measured by this creed come next
year. It’s more important than ever
that others in Australia make similar
pledges after the government has
cut $500 million from Indigenous
programs.

Community organisations, now,
must work harder for the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander population.
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander population still suffer from a
lower life expectancy gap, lower rates
of literacy and general health when
compared to the non-indigenous
population. A recent report has found

this to be true among young people
in NSW.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander young people are three times
more likely to be developmentally
vulnerable when it comes to
“language and cognitive skills”,
according to recent findings from
the NSW Parliamentary Research
Service.

Through my pledge, and the
current Aboriginal services team
that Youth Off The Streets employs,
we’ll continue to work on developing
strength, pride and knowledge within
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities.

We’re always working towards
closing the education, health and
life expectancy gap that still exists
today for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people. My pledge will
enhance this undertaking and more
resources will be made available to
help those in need.

Striving for recognition is
the second part of the pledge and
something that the public must get
behind. It’s terrible to think that in
2014, Aboriginal people are still not

Guardian

counted as citizens in the Australian
Constitution. It would be something
really special for the young people
we work with; to see the Australian
people come together and campaign
for their recognition. This country
has held them down too long; it’s
time to lift them up.

It’s now up to everyone to come
together and continue to work for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
equality. Committing extra resources
to closing the health and education
gap as well as coming together as a
nation to recognise a group of people
is an achievable goal for next year’s
National Reconciliation Week.

Father Chris Riley
CEO and Founder at Youth Off
The Streets

UWhite a letter
to the Edctor

Cult

by
Rob Gow

Government

Intriguing contrast: outside, the rain
is falling steadily; inside, extracts from
Handel (Water Music, Messiah, etc) are
playing on a CD in the lounge-room;
and before me is a glossy piece of pure
spin from our local Liberal Party MP,
Karen McNamara. Headed “Australia’s
ECONOMIC ACTION STRATEGY?”, this
document is an unashamed hard-sell for the
government’s 2014 budget. Yeah, I know —
not an easy task, which is what makes the
document such a grisly read.

The front page headline for the lead article
is “Real Action for a Stronger Australia”. I
didn’t know we were under threat of attack,
did you? Clearly the Abbott government thinks
we are. Or perhaps they’re just aware that their
policy of slavishly following US imperialism’s
efforts to isolate and surround China will
inevitably lead to war with Asia’s powerhouse?
After all, the Talisman Sabre joint Australian/
US military exercises have been rehearsing an
amphibious invasion of China’s coastline for
some years now.

Whatever the thinking, the Abbott
government’s main claim on the front of Ms
McNamara’s propaganda sheet is “We’ve
secured Australia’s borders”. But our borders
were never in dispute. Nor were they in any
danger of being overrun by unauthorised
migrants from neighbouring countries.
All those boats that upset Tony Abbott so
much were always picked up by the RAN.
There were never any reports of significant
numbers of boats landing clandestinely on
the Australian coast, to disgorge numbers
of swarthy foreigners to run loose in the

A

outback, terrorising emus and kangaroos
alike.

The boats that Abbott and Co point to
with horror under previous governments
were all spotted well before they arrived in
any Australian port. They were escorted into
harbour and their occupants dealt with in
accordance with international law and our treaty
obligations, in a relatively civilised manner. For
the sake of having something about which he
could play the demagogue, Tony Abbott has
encouraged paranoia and an unfounded fear
of foreigners in a most shameful way. Like so
many right-wing Christians, who like to clutch
their Bible to their hearts at any opportunity,
Abbott has no time for Jesus’ compassion and
humanity. Love they neighbour? Not if it gets
in the way of winning votes!

The second claim in the brochure is “We’re
fixing Labor’s debt and deficit mess”. This
supposed “mess” is a beat-up; it is entirely a
figment of Abbott’s (and Treasurer Hockey’s)
imagination. As Anna Pha has pointed out in
previous issues of The Guardian, Australia’s
level of national debt is well within OECD
parameters, is not unduly high and is in fact
relatively low compared to most developed
economies. It’s an imaginary, bogus crisis,
invented to scare voters.

The last of the three claims takes the
cake, however: “We’re laying down a strong
foundation to grow the economy and create
more jobs”. Sure, they are. What they are
actually doing is overseeing the departure of
industry from our shores. Abbott says he’s
relying on small business to “create” jobs,
apparently stimulated in some way by the

Abbott and Hockey — blatantly pro-corporate, pro-rich.

abolition of the carbon tax. He justifies this
assertion by observing that small business is
“our biggest employer”. But that is because
the big employers, the businesses that had
mass employees, have shut up shop and gone
elsewhere.

Ideologically opposed to publicly-owned
(government) enterprises, Abbott has no answer
to the flight of capital and industry other than
to cut corporate tax in a so-far futile attempt
to induce foreign capitalists to invest here.
Cutting company tax means less government
income, hence less funds for government
programs, hence a lower standard of living for
the Australian people.

Far from growing the economy, under
Abbott and Hockey the Australian economy is
becoming reliant on fewer and fewer sources
of income. A hiccup in any one of them now
has dire consequences for the country. That is
anything but healthy.

According to Ms McNamara’s laughable
leaflet, the Abbott government is bringing us
“sustainable world-class health care” — by
charging us $7 to visit the doctor. Abandoning
Medicare is bringing us “world class health
care”? Compared to where? Canada, Britain,
France? No, the USA — the one country in the
developed world with unquestionably the worst
health care system.

So blatant is the pro-corporate, pro-rich
bias in the Abbott/Hockey budget that they
have had to introduce a token tax on the rich,
a “temporary budget repair levy of 2 percent
on incomes over $180 thousand”. Supposedly
for three years, what’s the betting they find
they can dispense with that levy “sooner than

anticipated”, a feat they will no doubt trumpet
as a tribute to their economic management
prowess?

In the meantime, they are plugging the
line that “to fix Labor’s debt and deficit
mess [there’s that fictitious mess again]
all Australians are sharing the burden”.
As though the wholesale cutting back of
government services is something we are all
voluntarily agreeing to as our contribution to
solving the Abbott government’s non-existent
crisis. Instead of a program of creating jobs
through widespread public works, Abbott
and Co are going to force unemployed youth
onto the discredited and soul-destroying
“work for the dole” scheme, which allows
the government to juggle the unemployment
figures but does nothing to reduce actual
unemployment.

There is much made in the brochure of the
Abbott government’s “commitment” to roads,
but no mention of public transport at all. The
coal industry uses the railways to move its
product from mine to coal-loader, otherwise
railways would probably have not even got
a mention in the brochure. They would have
been ignored, as renewable industries have
been ignored in the brochure. If Abbott were
genuine about creating jobs, he’d be seriously
promoting green industries and renewables, for
that’s where the new jobs are to be found.

But Abbott and Hockey are ideologically
opposed to green jobs and renewable energy,
for they are committed to an idiotic and
unsustainable reliance on fossil fuels in the face
of scientific evidence and even common sense.

God helpus all. &



Guardian

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sunday June 15 -
Saturday June 21

ustralia’s Secret Heroes

(SBS ONE Sundays from
June 15 at 8.30pm) retells the
exploits of Z Special unit, a secret
commando unit formed during WW2
to undertake raids against Japanese
shipping mainly around Borneo
and the Dutch East Indies. The title
implies that the unit was all-Austral-
ian, but in fact it included British,
Dutch, New Zealand, Timorese and
Indonesian members.

This week’s episode (the first)
deals with Operation Jaywick in
1943, when Captain Ivan Lyon of the
Gordon Highlanders led a daring raid
by Z Special on Singapore Harbour in
foldaway kayaks. Using limpet mines
they sank or seriously damaged four
Japanese ships, amounting to over
39,000 tons, for the loss of none of
the raiders.

However, not content with the
realism of historical documentary,
the producers of this series have
introduced the pseudo-realism of
“actuality TV”. In what they are
calling “a unique ‘living history’
approach”, six descendants of the
men who did it for real are given a
taste of the same tough training as
their forefathers. Gosh, doesn’t that
sound enlightening?

Next week’s episode deals with
Operation Rimau, an even bigger raid
on Singapore Harbour that ran into a
Japanese patrol boat and had to be
aborted with 13 commandos killed
and ten captured (some months later
these prisoners of war were beheaded
by the Japanese). I wonder how you
train to relive that?

Most crime dramas on televi-
sion have to work through
their whole story in one hour or
less. The Anglo-French serial The
Tunnel (ABC1 Sundays from June
15 at 9.30pm) takes place over ten
one-hour episodes, so it has room to
develop character, background and
plot.

It begins well, with a body
discovered meticulously placed at the
exact half-way point in the Channel
Tunnel. The body is identified as
a French politician so the French
police have the case. But a gruesome
discovery soon gives the English a
50 percent stake in the investigation
as well.

The program received very
good reviews in the UK (the British
Guardian called it “superb”). It is
paced like a movie, with atmospheric
music and moody lighting. The
sequence with the booby-trapped car
is certainly well handled. Would that
all tabloid journalists could be dealt
with so cunningly.

The show is a co-production
between French commercial outfit
CANAL+ and British commercial
network BSkyB, so it’s no surprise
that the unknown perpetrator is
clearly a psychotic serial killer
(murders by rational people aren’t so
popular on profit-driven television).

ast week in Secrets Of South

America Billie Porter glibly
accepted criticism of Hugo Chavez
and the Bolivarian Revolution in
Venezuela by middle class women
complaining about having to queue
for basic supplies, without ques-
tioning which external and internal
forces were causing the shortages
and to what purpose.

This week (ABC2 Wednesday
June 18 at 9.30pm) she is on safer
ground, in the rapidly expanding
economy of Brazil. Here even Billie
can see the stark contrast between
the extreme wealth of the country’s
nouveau riche and the equally
extreme poverty of the mass of the
poor, squeezed into sprawling slum
districts called favelas, there to be
preyed on by criminal gangs fighting
turf wars over the only lucrative
commerce in the area, the drug trade.

There are thousands of favelas,
and the police are waging military-
style campaigns to “pacify” them,

Worth Watching

The Tunnel (ABC1 Sundays from June 15 at 9.30pm).

one by one, by force of arms. Once
pacified and freed of drug dealers,
a force of “people’s police” moves
in to win the confidence of the slum
dwellers and to ensure the drug
traders do not return.

As Billie tells it, the police are
winning the struggle, at least in the
relatively few favelas they have so
far pacified. Most of the program
however is taken up with contrasting
the extravagance of the debutant balls
given by the well-to-do when their
daughters turn 15 and the debutant
balls for the deserving daughters of
the poor organised by the police.

A rich deb’s ball can cost
$50,000. The poor debs buy their
gowns second-hand from special
op-shops. As an initiative by the
police, the poor girls’ debutant ball
is obviously a successful one. It falls
into the same category as Australia’s
police boys’ clubs.

But the overriding impression
is that of the conspicuous and
heedless consumption on the part of

the country’s rising capitalist class,
as they strive to outdo each other in
the lavishness of their daughters’
debuts.

ransgender experiences have

become commonplace on
television, with several series about
British men going to Thailand to
enjoy the company of the local “lady-
boys”, and a more significant series
(also British) about a group of men
who were born girls and girls who
were born boys sharing a communal
flat for a couple of weeks to com-
pare experiences and consider their
options. That one was quite affecting
and effective, I thought.

So now we have Carlotta (ABC1
Thursday June 19 at 8.30pm),
basically a biopic about Carlotta,
the working class Balmain boy who
grew up to become the lead attraction
at Les Girls nightclub at the Cross.
Carlotta arrived in Kings Cross in
1959 as a shy, sexually confused
16-year-old boy named Richard,
fleeing an abusive step-father.
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Richard had always liked
dressing up in his mother’s clothes,
and in the Cross he found refuge with
like-minded people. Despite vicious
harassment by police who shared the
then prevalent male hatred of “poofs”,
Carlotta developed her craft as a
cabaret performer. She had surgery
to boost her breasts and improve
her looks, and eventually (when it
became available in Australia) had a
complete sex-change operation.

It’s an emotional story, and
curiously Carlotta is played by a
female actress, Jessica Marais. I must
say she does a very good job of it.
The program was written by David
Hannam with story consultation by
Carlotta, and directed by Samantha
Lang. Also in the cast are Caroline
O’Connor, Alex Dimitriades, Anita
Hegh, Eamon Farren, Andrew Lees,
Gigi Edgley, Ryan Johnson, Socratis
Otto, Genevieve Lemon, Damian de
Montemas and Paul Capsis. @

Sydney

Another Couniry

One summer in the 1930s at an exclusive English boarding school, two outsiders, Bennett and Judd confront this
world of establishment and conformity with their wit and loyalty to each other. Guy Bennett is funny and flamboyant
and Tommy Judd is stern and a committed Marxist.

Another Country is a fun, witty and energetic play that explores class, sexuality and education. It follows the
elections for the head of house at the school, and provides an insight into why the English Public Schools of prime
ministers, captains of industry and military generdls, also produced famous Soviet spies like Guy Burgess.
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June 26
POSSIBILITIES FOR A

Tom Skladzien, Dr, AMWU;

July 3

John Kaye, MLC, NSW Greens;

July 10

IN THE PUB

AN EVENING WITH MALCOLM FRASER
Honourable Malcolm Fraser, former Prime Minister of Australia;

ASIO - DIRTY SECRETS: OUR ASIO FILES
Meredith Burgmann, Dr, former President, NSW Legislative Council;
David McKnight, Dr, Arts and Social Sciences, UNSW;

PROGRESSIVE ECONOMIC STRATEGY IN AUSTRALIA

Jo-Anne Schofield, Executive Director, Catalyst Australia Inc.;

THE BAIRD GOVERNMENT -
ITS PRIVATISATION AGENDA NOW REVEALED

Rose Jackson, Secretary, NSW Left, ALP;

DRUG AND ALCOHOL LAW REFORM: ABOUT TIME?
Nick Cowdery, Former DPP NSW and Professorial Fellow, UNSW;
Alex Wodak, Dr, President, Australian Drug Law Reform Foundation;

Every Thursday 6:30pm ’til 8:15pm
Harold Park Hotel
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The “happy” story of
Canadian mining

Emilie Teresa Smith

Itis a brilliant May afternoon and
in downtown Vancouver the pink
petals of the cherry trees come
down like confetti onto the cement
around the towers. Doubters — few
in number — gather outside the
hotel hosting the Goldcorp annual
general meeting. With their signs
and drums and leaflets they
are righteous and determined.
Meanwhile, the well-dressed
faithful clack inside, moving
through the — just in case — police
line, up the stairs, and by tables
laid thick with “community
scrapbooks” that show the happy
story of Canadian goldmining
around the world. Inside the
darkened, windowless, sound-
proof room the ritual begins.

First to speak is Goldcorp chair,
lan Telfer. In a little more than eight
minutes, with jokes and pats on the
back all around, he runs through the
official business. It’s all winks and
nods as he mouths the known liturgy,
and the shareholders move, second,
vote and chuckle in unison. Telfer’s
voice is soothing and familiar; he
is there to calm fears. It has been
a tough year for gold fanciers: the
price took a big dip, slipping from
the dizzying unbelievable heights of
a few happy quarters ago.

Meanwhile the global king
players, Barrick and Newmont, tried
(again) to get hitched, a move which
ended in eye-clawing, stomach-
retching hatred between the two; and
a number of projects worldwide (not
belonging to Goldcorp) have crashed,
scaring everyone (notably Barrick’s
stranded US$8.5-billion boondoggle,
the Pascua-Lama glacier-blasting
fiasco in the Acatama Desert in the
Chilean-Argentine Andes).

Downer news breeds nervous
investors, and in the golden shell-
game of now-you-see-it, now-you-
don’t easy profits, the alchemist
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making of something out of numbers
and mud, Goldcorp’s leaders are
there to assure shareholders that,
above all, there’s nothing tricky
going on. They are on schedule, on
top of it, confident, bullish, active
and very, very smart. They are
keeping their promises, making us
all richer, squeezing the gold out of
worthless, barren ground. We should
be as happy as babies with pie. The
single purpose of this gathering of
believers is to present Goldcorp, and
goldmining, as stable, reliable, safe,
helpful to all, necessary even, and
inevitable. A real win-win!

Just like
the other guys

Chuck Jeannes, Goldcorp
President and CEOQ, takes the mike.
He reassures us: Goldcorp is not like
the other guys. Goldcorp is the best,
strongest, most balanced company
— not a foolish risk taker, no big
egos to soothe here, playing all the
while with our money. Goldcorp is
sticking to the consistent strategy
of succeeding in a volatile market,
delivering safe production, relying
on an outstanding portfolio of long-
life, low-cost, no-risk projects,
creating sustaining value, meeting
our vision, bringing lasting
economic benefits. We are just
one big safe ruckus-loving family!
Heads nod. It all goes down like
warm pudding. What are those crazy
doubters doing out on the sidewalk
pounding their silly drums?

The room dims even more, the
marching band swells, the video
rolls, and we see how Goldcorp
is taking care of business, helping
everyone, even little children in
Canada who live with Down’s
syndrome. Goldcorp signs the cheque
for the Special Olympics and we all
cheer when one cute little boy on the
bowling team gets one, two, three,
four — no, five — strikes in a row.

Melbourne

“Bust Abbott’s

pro-big business Budget”

10.30am Thursday June 12

Assemble Melbourne Trades Hall
cnr Victoria & Lygon Sts Carlton South

“Bring your anger to town”

Not one pin left standing, not once.
Perfection!

But what, what, what if the
goldmen are wrong? What if they’re
not telling the whole story, the true
story?

What if open-pit goldmines do
not create sustainable value, but
rather poison watersheds, pulling up
heavy metals from the deep earth and
releasing acid drainage and deadly
arsenic into communities’ usable
water? What if the process damages
the Earth irreparably, in ways that can
never be undone, like the disastrous
Giant goldmine in the Northwest
Territories in Canada, where a
billion dollars of Canadian taxpayers’
money is slated to be invested in
containing a toxic mess that cannot
be cleaned up? What if, quite simply,
local communities have said “No!”,
realising that “low-cost” goldmines
with “unmatched growth profiles”
are not in their best interests, and
will not bring flourishing of life, but
quite the opposite for their villages
and towns, now and for generations
to come?

Ring of destruction

Who is right? Chuck and Ian
in their clean shirts and shoes, or
dofia Diodora Hernandez — citizen
and community leader in Acel, San
Marcos, Guatemala, who has refused
to sell her ancestral inheritance
and now lives with her family and
her cows on a finger of dry land,
surrounded by the machines, swirling
dust and the pits of the Marlin Mine,
just above the eerie-blue of the toxic
tailings pond?

“Me siento un poco triste,” she
told me, when I last visited her. “I
feel a little sad. They have come
and taken all the water. This is
my land, my ancestors’ land, my
grandchildren’s land.” Tears flow
from her good eye.

The other eye is hollow, but
infected with yellow pus. Almost four
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With their signs and drums and leaflets protestors are righteous and

determined. (Photo: Michael)

years ago, in July 2010, unidentified
men came to her house at night, and
shot her in the face.

Meanwhile, in neighbouring
Los Chocoyos, Sipakapa, the Marlin
Mine has plans to crack open
mountains, expanding its ring of
destruction. Sipakapa was one of
the first Guatemalan communities to
host a plebiscite on mining. In June
2005, 98 percent of the population
exercised their right to hold a broad-
based and authentic consultation
process in accordance with the
International Labour Organisation’s
Convention 169 on the rights of
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples. They
said no to the Marlin Mine on their
traditional territory. But now, nine
years later, the machines are finally
going in.

Cabrican, in the neighbouring
department of Quetzaltenango,
is also under direct threat by the
Goldcorp subsidiary, Entre Mares. 1
was in Cabrican as an international
observer in October 2010, when an
astounding number of community

members came down from the hills
and gathered in villages and hamlets
to carry out their own community
consultation process. Here I
witnessed farmers and housewives,
teachers and shopkeepers marking
their paper ballots from early in the
morning until dusk. Here, too, there
was a resounding “No!” to the idea
that Goldcorp was actually out to
“create sustaining value through
mining”.

Back in the dark room, after
the fawning and the applauding, 1
stood up, shaky, feeling naked and
surrounded by sharks. It didn’t come
out quite right, but I tried to speak up.
I tried to say, “You are wrong. Dofia
Diodora is right, and so are the others
of Acel — Javier, Aniceto, Crisanta.”
Emilie Teresa Smith is the Rector
of St Barnabas’ Anglican Church
in New Westminster, British
Columbia, and Co-President of
the Oscar Romero International
Christian Network in Solidarity
with the People of Latin America.
New Internationalist &
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