
Budget: Groups left 
angry, upset

Solidarity protests 
on Christmas Island
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Sixty three percent of respondents to a 
recent Fairfax-Nielsen poll said that the 
federal budget is unfair. According to the 
National Centre for Social and Economic 
Modelling the poorest 20 percent of families 
would contribute $1.1 billion more to the 
budget savings than the richest 20 percent.

The government proposes to cut family tax 
benefi ts by $7.4 billion, seniors’ concessions by 
$1.3 billion, the Seniors’ Supplement by $1.1 
billion, and the Newstart or Youth Allowances 
by $1.2 billion. Government initiatives to 
help young people fi nd work, like the highly 
successful Youth Connections program, will 
not be funded after July.

A recent survey by the Salvation Army 
found that about 25 percent of Australian 
welfare recipients can’t pay for medical 
treatment and more than 33 percent can’t afford 
prescription medicine. Some 29 percent don’t 
have a secure or decent home, and 25 percent 
can’t afford at least one substantial meal a day. 

Another study from the Sydney University 
of Technology found that 25 percent of people 
on the dole for more than a year in Sydney had 
to beg on the street. Sixty percent relied on 
charity to survive, more than 40 percent could 
not afford medicine, 50 percent could not buy 
new clothes, 80 percent could not afford dental 
treatment and most had gone without heating 
or good quality food.

These people need GP consultations more 
than others and would be worst hit by the 
proposed $7 GP co-payment fee.

Yet the government now wants to deny 
benefi ts to unemployed people up to 30 years 
old for six months after they apply for the dole. 
Abbott declared pompously: “… it’s important 
that our institutional culture sends a very strong 
message that we expect people who are work 
capable to be either working or preparing for 
work.”

That makes no allowance for the lack of 
jobs or for distance from a potential place of 
employment. If the budget recommendations 
are implemented the rates of criminal 
behaviour, begging, homelessness and drug and 
alcohol addiction among young unemployed 
people will skyrocket. 

Moreover, the government intends to 
eliminate a number of supplementary dole 
payments. It also wants to roll about 50 
different types of welfare benefi t into a single 
payment. The argument the government puts 
for that initiative is that the process would be 
more effi cient.

However, as ANU Professor Peter Whitford 

explains: “If you want to simplify the system 
you level the payments up or level them down. 
With one option there are losers, with the other 
it costs money”.

Given the government’s mindset, the 
revised payment would certainly be based on 
or near the lowest benefi t of all the currently 
available payments.

The government also intends to restrict 
disability support benefi ts for people under 
35 years old. Even its sole welfare initiative, 
the paid parental leave scheme, promotes 
inequality, because it would provide new 
mothers with payments in direct proportion to 
their earnings.

That effectively contradicts the idea that 
those in greatest need should receive the most 
help, a principle which leads to the conclusion 
that parental leave payments should be reduced 
in reverse proportion to the family’s remaining 
income after the mother-to-be leaves work.

The government also wants to freeze some 
benefi ts associated with pensions, and to alter 
the pension indexation method. The pension 
would continue to rise, but only in conjunction 
with the Consumer Price Index, rather than 
average male earnings and the associated 

benefi ts would rapidly lose their value as a 
result of infl ation.

The battle to convince 
families 

The government is campaigning to 
convince working families that the budget is 
all for their own good in the long run, like a 
very large dose of communal castor oil.

The Financial Review backs them, saying 
it was “the budget we had to have”, and only 
takes the government to task for not having 
prepared the public well enough for the budget 
shock.

It comments: “… layer upon layer of the 
middle class welfare state built up over the past 
generation or two is now unaffordable given the 
competitive challenge from emerging market 
producers and the shrinking proportion of 
workers required to support the growing elderly 
and disabled populations.”

That’s nonsense. It’s certainly true that the 
proportion of elderly folk in the community is 
increasing, but the nation can certainly afford 
the current welfare and pension payments.

The government is trying to change the 

public attitude so that welfare, pensions and 
other entitlements are not seen as a matter of 
human rights but simply as a now unsustainable 
drain on the national economy.

But the nation is now far more productive 
than it was when the proportion of pensioners 
and welfare recipients was lower. The essence 
of the problem is not the cost of supporting 
the aged and welfare recipients, it’s the 
government’s budget priorities.

Abbott’s budget priorities include 
unsustainable support for big business, 
particularly mining, and for armaments 
purchases, at the expense of welfare, pensions 
and other areas of government expenditure.

In an attempt to set one section of working 
people against another, the government is 
claiming that the current Family Tax Benefi t 
A is being cancelled and Benefi t B is being 
reduced so that the money saved can be 
allocated to welfare payments. 

Treasurer Hockey commented: “…
payments ultimately come out of another 
person’s pocket. It doesn’t come out of the 
government’s pocket, it comes out of a working 
Australian’s pocket.”

Continued on page 2
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PRESS FUND
You have to analyse every word when Tony Abbott promises 
something. Last week with regard to the forcible collection of 
unpaid HECS debts after the deaths of recipients he appeared to 
contradict his cabinet ministers, saying that the coalition wouldn’t 
collect money from a dead person. Well of course they wouldn’t, 
they’d collect it from the dead person’s beneficiaries! And in all 
probability that’s exactly what they intend to do, despite Abbott’s 
very vague reassurances. Now in complete contrast, when we tell 
you that the Guardian Press Fund badly needs your help, we really 
mean what we say, so please, send us in something for the next 
issue if you possibly can. And give a thought to making automatic 
regular payments – it’s dead easy! Many thanks to this week’s 
supporters, as follows:
Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15, Sharyn Talbot $20
This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $3,440

A new political low point 
in Australian politics

Australians have been shocked by the sharpness of the budget’s 
attacks on their way of life, their fi nancial and social security. The 
corporate dictatorship’s mask has slipped to reveal a very ugly 
agenda aimed at completing the grab-back of rights and conditions 
achieved over many decades of struggle. The public is stunned by 
the hypocrisy of privileged parliamentarians serving super-profi table 
transnationals demanding sacrifi ce from the lowest income earners in 
the country. Talk of the end of the “age of entitlement” and demands 
that “we” must live within our means have stood in stark contrast to 
commitments to buy an extra F-35 fi ghters at a cost to the taxpayer 
of $12 billion and a $60,000 scholarship for the Abbott’s daughter 
to study design at a private college.

The growing contrast between the lives and expectations of the 
elites in Australia and the rest of us has mobilised thousands upon 
thousands to take their protest to the streets. Day by day, the full 
consequences of the budget and the level of the government’s contempt 
for workers and other less privileged Australians are becoming clear.

An important emblematic example of the government’s 
brazenness is the decision by the Abbott government to strip the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse (RCIRCSA) of $6.7 million-worth of funding to carry on the 
politically-charged Royal Commissi on into the Rudd government’s 
home insulation scheme. Attorney-General Senator George Brandis 
initially denied the funding for the inquiry into the initiative aimed 
at stimulating the economy had been diverted from other sources. 
He later confessed that the funding had been taken from the budget 
for witness expenses during the RCIRCSA.

Damage controlling door-step interviews could not conceal the 
motives of the government. Abbott and Brandis were at pains to stress 
the RCIRCSA will still be the most expensive Royal Commission in 
Australian history. Commissioner Ian Hanger will receive $730,000 
for his services. The plain facts are, however, that the Gillard 
government’s original allocation of $14 million for witnesses will be 
raided to go after the reputation of Labor in government and deliver 
some very useful distraction from the budget fall-out.

The RCIRCSA was always going to be an expensive exercise. 
Decades and decades of neglect and cover-up by mainly religious 
institutions will take a lot of time and resources. Embarrassment to 
powerful bodies like the Catholic Church has already occurred and 
drawn long-overdue apologies from them. The shameful revelations 
must be painful to the deeply religious Prime Minister and other 
members of the government. An opportunity to hasten or limit the 
damage to the reputations of those conservative institutions would 
be seized with both hands.

Another proposal from government spokespersons underscores the 
extreme ambition of the Coalition in removing the public’s safety net. 
Until now, debts for courses incurred by students under the Higher 
Education Contribution Scheme (HECS) were written off when the 
individual died. A major part of the sales pitch for the Hawke-era 
student loan system was that repayments would only be extracted 
via the recipient’s income tax once they reach a certain comfortable 
income level. The debt would increase at the rate of the Consumer 
Price Index. Larger voluntary repayments by students would be 
encouraged by a government contribution.

All the elements of the scheme have been subject to change over 
the years. The overall trend is towards a less generous regime for 
students in higher education. The budget worsens the situation for 
aspirants from low income backgrounds. They had already been 
discouraged by the cost of courses and the resultant debt. Universities 
are once more bastions of establishment privilege.

The change to HECS that has disgusted working class families 
is the proposal to recovery debts from the estate of deceased former 
students. Nothing demonstrates the fact that higher education is to 
be nothing more than a high cost product delivered by corporations 
quite like this ghoulish “reform”. Education Minister Christopher 
Pyne and Treasurer Joe Hockey scrambled to defuse the furore that 
followed revelations that the federal government was considering such 
a step but the damage to its fast disintegrating reputation has been 
done. One more illusion about the ruling class agenda for Australian 
workers – for those who still harbour such illusions – was shattered.

The HSU has taken the campaign to 
save the Food Testing Lab oratory 
of the Forensic and Analytical 
Science Service (FASS) Food 
Testing Laboratory at Lidcombe 
and the jobs of 17 highly qualifi ed 
scientists right to the doorstep of 
Parliament House after receiving 
no response from the government 
on the issue.

Members are furious that the 
Minister for Health and Minister 
for Resources and Primary 
Industries have refused to meet with 
delegations of affected workers. 
They are still waiting for questions 
put to the Minister for Health by 
Member for Auburn, Barbara Perry, 
to be answered. The Greens have 
put forward a motion to protect the 
lab from privatisation. The HSU has 
now requested a peak level meeting 
with the Director General of Health, 
the Chief Executive of NSW Health 
Pathology and the Chief Executive 
Offi cer of the NSW Food Authority. 
However at the time of writing they 
are still awaiting a response.

“We have exhausted all avenues 
in trying to contact those in power 
but none have responded leaving 
us no option but to bring it to their 
doorstep,” organiser Glen Pead 
said. “The closure of the FASS food 
testing lab means the safety of the 
food you eat is at risk.”

On Tuesday April 15 the 17 staff 
working in FASS were told that their 
lab would be closing. NSW Health 
Pathology has decided to discontinue 
testing for the NSW Food Authority 
and cancel their current contract. 
The NSW Food Authority would be 
putting the work out to tender and 
FASS would not be tendering for it.

The history of this food testing 
laboratory goes back 120 years. 
The public health workers of the 
NSW FASS provide rigorous and 
independent testing, ensuring the 
safety of the food we all eat. This is 
now proposed to be left to the private 

market, where market failure could 
have fatal consequences.

This proposal puts NSW out of 
step with all other states, ignores 
the fundamental reasons for having 
a government testing authority, and 
turns its back on best practice. One 
of the more important elements to 
having a government laboratory is 
that they do not have any private 
interests to protect so theirs is based 
solely on results – there is no confl ict 
of interest. The testing carried out by 
these labs is of the highest standard 
and they pride themselves on their 
accuracy and precision. The regular 
monitoring of environmental and 
food samples ensures that hygiene 
levels, chemical additives and 
general consumer interests are taken 
care of.

Scientist David Bruce says 
it’s the thin edge of the wedge for 
scientists. “So many jobs have 
been lost in NSW over the past 
few years. Well trained people 
with a wealth of knowledge, it’s an 
absolute tragedy. 

These are highly motivated 
people who believe in the work they 
do and they are being thrown on the 
scrap heap. 

There are not a lot of places for 
us to go – it will be very diffi cult for 
these highly skilled people to fi nd 
other jobs and that is a sad state of 
affairs for all involved.”

HSU Secretary Gerard Hayes told 
members that this was just another 
example of what this government is 
prepared to do.

“They want to privatise 
everything that is functional and 
responsible and put it into the private 
sector where it is cheap.”

“This is an independent body that 
oversees very important work and 
that cannot be jeopardised. We will 
go forward with this campaign as part 
of an even wider campaign across the 
state. We have 31,000 members who 
will speak as one and who will let it 
be known that we are not going to 
allow privatisation of any service at 
all.

“The NSW Ministry of Health is 
prepared to see this important service 
dismantled with testing being moved 
to less rigorous private providers. 
The public need to join this fi ght 
to preserve clean and safe food and 
water.” 

Save FASS Food 
Testing Laboratory

BUST THE BUDGET
Stop attack on welfare
Continued from page 1

But working people as a 
whole have always accepted the 
responsibility of supporting the 
aged and needy with their taxation 
contributions. In contrast, the 
corporate world as a whole does not 
endorse that principle, and bitterly 
resents paying tax at all.

Hockey has said that the “age of 
entitlement” should end. But he was 
referring to the benefi ts to which 
working people and the unemployed 
are entitled under current welfare 
arrangements, not to entitlements 
enjoyed by the corporate world.

Hockey’s budget speech failed 

to mention the other big winner, the 
military-industrial complex. The 
government had promised to raise 
the military budget allocation to 
two percent of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) by 2023.

If the government gets its way 
military expenditure will rise by 
$2.3 billion by the next fi nancial 
year, when total military spending 
will reach $29.3 billion, or 1.8 
percent of GDP, and go on to $40 
billion.

And much of that expenditure 
would benefi t overseas interests, 
bringing little or no benefi t directly 
to the Australian economy. To 

help it reach its two percent goal 
the government has committed to 
buying P8 maritime aircraft and 
F-35 joint strike fi ghters, the latter 
eventually costing $12.4 billion.

The Abbott government has 
served the interests of business 
by pledging to cut welfare and 
pension budget allocations, while 
eliminating the carbon and mining 
taxes and cutting the current rate of 
business tax. It has also attempted 
to muzzle its critics, for example 
by reducing funding for the ABC 
and ending funding altogether 
for the Australian Youth Affairs 
Coalition.

Various groups are now 
supporting the coming campaign 
called “Bust the Budget”, which 
aims to win the support of 
communities and infl uence the 
federal opposition and independent 
senators to oppose the budget 
in large part or entirely, in order 
to trigger a double dissolution. 
And that sounds like an excellent 
way to get rid of a really toxic 
government. 

Dr Jacob Rumbiak and the Australian West Papua Association 

(AWPA) Melbourne seek new friends and donations in the struggle 

against genocide, environmental destruction and resource theft.

Australian West Papua Association (AWPA) (Melb)

PO Box 1093, Windsor 3182 Victoria

03 9510 2193 eng.peacechild@hotmail.com
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Solidarity protests 
on Christmas Island
Around 100 asylum seekers 
on Christmas Island last week 
had an overnight sit-in protest, 
outside their compounds, calling 
for justice for Reza Barati, the 
asylum seeker killed on Manus 
Island on February 17. The 
protest began on May 27, around 
5.30pm Christmas Island time. 
The protesters displayed placards 
including ones with the now iconic 
photo of Reza Barati.

Like the majority of the asylum 
seekers on Christmas Island, the 
protesters are among those who are 
now threatened with being the next 
victims sent to Manus Island and 
Nauru.

“Some of us have been on 
Christmas Island for over a year 
and now Immigration is telling us 
we will be sent to Manus Island or 
Nauru,” one asylum seeker said from 
Christmas Island.

To mark 100 days since Reza 
Barati’s murder, his father, Torabi, 
has sent a letter to the Australian 
people calling for justice for his 
son. The letter was translated by an 
Iranian asylum seeker who had been 
held on Manus Island.

“While the Cornall report has 
indicated some of those allegedly 
responsible for Reza’s death – in 

particular the Salvation Army 
worker and local G4S employees – 
the Cornall report has uncritically 
accepted G4S management account 
of events; an account contradicted by 
asylum seekers and now contradicted 
by emails and tape comments by 
senior G4S management,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the 
Refugee Action Coalition.

“We are still waiting for the 
truly independent inquiry that will 
be needed to get to the truth of 
what happened on Manus Island on 
16-17 February. The PNG mobile 
squad implicated in the lethal attack 
on defenceless asylum seekers on 
February 17 still patrol the external 
fences of the detention centre with 
the approval of Minister Scott 
Morrison. We join Reza’s father in 
calling for justice for his son.”

A letter from 
Torabi Barati

Dear Australian People,
I have worked hard all my life 

to bring up my children honest and 
committed to human dignity, and 
thank God I achieved my goal. Reza, 
my son, always loved freedom and 
treated all people equally and like 
members of his family.

Reza was full of hope and love 
and he left Iran to achieve his goals. 
He chose Australia because he 
thought your country was the right 
place. Before he left he told me 
that in your country all his dreams 
would come true, and he would have 
freedom and democracy.

Contrary to what he thought, 
he was not welcomed in Australia, 
but forced to go to Manus Island. 
Whenever he phoned me from 
detention, he told me about the way 

they were treated: bad food and lack 
of medical supplies.

I asked him to come back home 
many times but he didn’t agree and 
said “The Australian people don’t 
know what they are doing to us. As 
soon as they know about this we will 
be sent to Australia”. Despite of all 
the shortages, Reza believed that 
they had to tolerate and be patient 
although they had been through such 
hardship.

Five months passed and I had 

to face the worst moment of my 
life: the loss of my son, with all his 
unfulfi lled dreams. On February 17 
he was murdered by brutal PNG 
police, Manus locals and Australian 
G4S.

He was innocent and did not 
commit any crime and his murderers 
are free. I have lost my son and I 
want you, the Australian people, to 
bring those who killed my son to 
justice. 

A vigil for 23-year-old Reza Barati, who died during violent clashes on Manus Island.

Maules Creek: protests halt work
Protesters at the Maules Creek 
coal mine construction site have 
maintained their blockade, and 
the site remains in lock-down 
as protest action escalates over 
clearing in Leard State Forest 
during wildlife hibernation.

Other activists remain in place 
in the forest, determined to prevent 
any further clearing after the body 
of a dead bat was discovered by one 
of the protesters.

Leard Forest Alliance 
spokesperson, Helen War, said, 
“Winter begins tomorrow, but we 
have already found evidence that 
Whitehaven’s clearing in this forest 
at this time is killing wildlife. This 
should be all the evidence that the 
NSW Environment Minister needs 

to take action to stop this cruel and 
unnecessary bulldozing in Leard 
State Forest.

“We will not give up.”
Greenpeace Australia Pacifi c 

joined the blockade with an 
elaborate tree-top protest in the area 
threatened with clearing.

One protester was arrested
The fi rst major clearing of Leard 

State Forest for the controversial 
Maules Creek coal mine was halted 
last week by protestors that are 
suspended from the trees that are 
threatened with clearing.

Less than two weeks ago, the 
NSW Department of Planning 
and Environment changed the 
Biodiversity Management Plan for 
the Maules Creek project, allowing 

Whitehaven to begin their major 
clearing for the fi rst open-cut pits in 
late Autumn and throughout winter, 
when many animals species are in 
hibernation, and vulnerable to injury 
and death from the bulldozers.

Maules Creek woman, Roselyn 
Druce, at the protest said, “Things 
are going to come to a head quickly 
if they keep trying to clear this 
forest during winter, they shouldn’t 
be there, and we will be doing 
everything in our power to stop 
them. The NSW Environment 
Minister, Rob Stokes, needs to 
intervene and give the wildlife of 
this forest a fi ghting chance.”

A blockade of the site has been 
underway for four months, and 
over 150 people have been arrested 

holding up work on the coal project 
because of the impact the mine will 
have on Leard State Forest and 
Aboriginal cultural heritage and the 
contribution the coal export industry 
makes to global climate change.

The company behind the mine, 
Whitehaven Coal, acquired the 
project during a merger with Nathan 
Tinkler’s Aston Resources in late 
2011. The chairman of Whitehaven, 
Mark Vaile, was chair of Aston 
during the time when Maules 
Creek was proposed and Tinkler’s 
companies were allegedly making 
improper political donations. 
Tinkler told the ICAC last week that 
it was Vaile that solicited donations 
from Tinkler and associates to the 
NSW National Party.

Ms Druce said, “We know the 
decision to approve this mine was 
wrong, but the system has failed 
us, and so we have had to take this 
extraordinary action to blockade the 
project and fi ght to save the forest.

“It has been very moving 
to see people come to this little 
community from around the country 
and make sacrifi ces to protect this 
area. Now that Whitehaven are 
seriously trying to clear the forest, 
I hope more people come and join 
the blockade. We’ve stopped them 
for today, but until the Environment 
Minister steps in to prevent this 
winter clearing, the protests will 
continue.” 

Pete’s Corner Sydney

Another Country
Play written by: Julian Mitchell

One summer in the 1930s at an exclusive English boarding school, two 
outsiders, Bennett and Judd confront this world of establishment and 
conformity with their wit and loyalty to each other. Guy Bennett is funny 
and fl amboyant and Tommy Judd is stern and a committed Marxist.

Another Country is a fun, witty and energetic play that explores class, 
sexuality and education. It follows the elections for the head of house at 
the school, and provides an insight into why the English Public Schools 
of prime ministers, captains of industry and military generals, also 
produced famous Soviet spies like Guy Burgess.

Bon Marche Studio, University of Technology Sydney 
Thursday June 12, Friday June 13, Saturday June 14
(All performances 6.45pm for a 7.00pm start) 

Backstage Members $5 Concession/Students $12 Adult $15 

Tickets available at the door and at www.eventbrite.com.au

facebook page: facebook.com/UTSBackstage
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Rudi Maxwell

Federal Treasurer Joe Hockey’s 
fi rst Budget has been slammed 
by Indigenous, health, welfare 
and children’s groups as being 
disproportionately harsh towards 
those who can least afford it. 
National Congress of Australia’s 
First Peoples co-chair Kirstie 
Parker said the Budget was 
causing considerable anxiety 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

“Our people are amongst 
the sickest, poorest and most 
marginalised Australians, so the 
pain of some measures will be felt 
especially hard by us,” she said. 
“These include the introduction of 
GP co-payments and raising of the 
pension age, coupled with a cut of 
more than half a billion dollars to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
programs over the next fi ve years. 

“Yet another major overhaul of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
programs, no long-term funding 
certainty for our health and legal 
services or clarity around measures 
to Close the Gap, and undermining 
of Congress as the only national 
independent Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander representative body.”

The Budget includes a new 
“Indigenous Advancement Strategy”, 
which consolidates more than 150 
Indigenous programs into five 
streams: jobs, land and economy; 
children and schooling; safety and 
wellbeing; Culture and capability; 
and remote Australia strategies. 

It cuts $9.5 million from 
Indigenous language programs and 
includes no funding for Congress 
(which was promised $15 million by 
the former Labor government). 

On the positive side of the 
ledger, the Budget allocates $4.8 
billion towards Indigenous programs, 
including $18 million for the 
continuation of the Remote School 
Attendance Strategy, $13 million for 
the Clontarf Foundation Academy to 
provide an additional 3,000 places 
for students to participate in the 
Sporting Chance program, and $54 
million for new police infrastructure 
in remote communities.

Concerns have been raised about 
effects on Indigenous people of some 
of the changes to health and welfare, 
including a new $7 charge to see a 
doctor (for the fi rst 10 visits) and 
harsh restrictions on people aged 
under 30 receiving welfare benefi ts.

Indigenous Affairs Minister 
Nigel Scullion defended the 
Budget, telling the Koori Mail the 
new structure would provide more 
fl exibility between programs and be 
less burdened by excessive red tape. 

“It starts off from the position of 
why fi x what ain’t broke,” he said. 
“But there are a lot of programs that 
the Aboriginal community doesn’t 
think work and that organisations tell 
us are not working.

“I’ve been writing letters to 1,300 
service providers, who have some 
4,000 contracts – it’s just a goanna’s 
guts of bureaucracy, and we’ve just 
got to be able to streamline that.”

The Budget also raises the 
pension age to 70 – above the average 
life expectancy of Indigenous men 
(69) and only just below that of 
Indigenous women – by 2035.

“Look, that’s a point,” Senator 
Scullion said. “It’s very difficult 
to take into consideration all the 
age demographics of people from 
different backgrounds. 

“It’s certainly a vexed issue. 

Let’s just hope by 2035 that there are 
an awful lot more Aboriginal people 
living a lot longer.”

Australian Council of Social 
Service chief executive Cassandra 
Goldie said she was deeply concerned 
that those who will carry the greatest 
burden from spending cuts are those 
who can least afford it. 

“The Budget divides rather than 
mends,” she said. “It entrenches 
divisions between those with decent 
incomes, housing and health care and 
those without them. It undermines 
the fabric of our social safety net 
with severe cuts to health, disability 
support, income support, community 
services and housing programs.

“The real pain of this Budget 
– crushing and permanent – will 
be felt by people on low incomes, 
young people, single parents, those 
with illness or disability, and those 
struggling to keep a roof over their 
heads.

“One of the most disturbing 
targets of this Budget are our young 
people.”

Budget at a glance 
• 150 Indigenous programs 

consolidated into fi ve streams 
– jobs, land and economy; 
children and schooling; safety and 
wellbeing; Culture and capability; 
and remote Australia strategies

• National Congress of Australia’s 
First Peoples loses $15 million 
previously promised by Labor

• $9.5 million cut from Indigenous 
languages programs

• $18 million for the continuation 
of the Remote School Attendance 
Strategy, which is targeting 74 
schools in remote communities 

• $13 million for the Clontarf 
Foundation Academy to provide 
an additional 3,000 places for 
students to participate in the 
Sporting Chance program

• $54 million for new police 
infrastructure to improve policing 
in remote communities

Koori Mail 

Budget 2014-15

Groups left angry, upset

The Newman government’s 
budget could mean more job 
losses and less job security for 
Queenslanders if the government 
pushes through their privatisation 
agenda, according to The Services 
Union.

The Services Union, which 
represents members at Government 
Owned Corporations (GOCs), has 
already witnessed the devastating 
affect recent restructures and site 
closures have had on workers, their 
families and their communities 
across Queensland.

Secretary of The Services Union 
Neil Henderson said, regardless of 
how people responded to the Strong 
Choices campaign, privatising 
Queensland’s assets is very much 
the Newman government’s agenda.

“Firstly, they spent $6 million 
of taxpayers’ money on a failed 
campaign and now it looks 
like they want to spend more 
on propaganda on an issue that 
clearly Queenslanders are totally 
against,” Mr Henderson said. “If the 
government proposes privatising 
state assets in next week’s budget, 

by way of a lease, a sale or stealth, 
they will be breaking an election 
promise.

“We have many members 
across Queensland who work in 
GOCs such as Ergon and Energex, 
whose lives have already been 
disrupted due to restructures and 
outsourcing.”

“Local families in these 
communities rely on their 
employment at the GOCs to put 
food on the table. They send their 
children to local schools and buy 
their goods and services from 
local businesses. Any further job 
losses will be detrimental to local 
economies.

“We know this issue is 
important to our members, their 
families and communities across 
Queensland. Our union will be 
closely monitoring the budget and 
we will be speaking out about what 
this will mean for our members and 
their livelihoods,” Mr Henderson 
said.
The Queensland budget was to 
be handed down as the Guardian 
went to press. 

What Qld budget 
could mean for 
workers

The nation’s air quality has 
declined dramatically in the past 
decade and coal mining has been 
identifi ed as the biggest source of 
harmful respiratory particles in 
our air, a new federal government 
report fi nds.

The National Pollutant 
Inventory report fi nds that Queens-
land is the most polluted state in 
terms of the levels of particulate 
matter with eight of the nation’s 
top ten particle emitting coal mines 
located in the Sunshine state.

Spokesperson for community 
group Clean Air Queensland, 
Michael Kane, said the report 
should sound an urgent warning bell 
on the need for greater controls on 
air pollution.

“Particle pollution contributes 
to a range of cardiovascular and 
respiratory illnesses yet we have 
no national uniform legislation to 
protect the very air we breathe,” Mr 
Kane said.

“Even getting coal trains 
covered to reduce particle pollution 
has proved too diffi cult for our 
legislators and the dust from 
stockpiles of uncovered coal 
waiting for export blows freely over 
populated areas.”

The NPI report found that 

particles of toxic material in our air, 
including lead, arsenic and fl uoride, 
have increased by between 150 and 
200 percent in the past 10 years.

Coal mining was identifi ed 
as the leading source of particle 
pollution contributing 380,000 
tonnes of the total 830,000 tonnes 
of tiny dust particles that can be 
breathed in, known as PM 10, 
emitted nationally in 2012-13.

“Coal mining was also a 
signifi cant contributor to the levels 
of smaller particles clogging our air, 
known as PM 2.5. Coal burning for 
electricity generation is adding even 
more toxic load to the burden of 
pollutants we currently breathe in.”

Mr Kane said most of the 
nation’s worst coal mine emitters 
were found in central Queensland in 
the Bowen Basin.

The Hunter region in NSW 
was the next biggest contributor to 
declining air quality with 53,000 
tonnes of PM 10 toxins emitted in 
2012-13 in the Singleton area alone, 
96 percent of this came directly 
from coal mining.

Hunter Valley regional 
coordinator for the Lock the Gate 
Alliance Steve Phillips said the 
report showed clearly that current 
government action was doing little 

to prevent the quality of our air 
from declining.

“The report found that motor 
vehicles collectively contributed 
12,000 tonnes of these particulates 
every year, a fi gure dwarfed by the 
emissions from the coal industry,” 
Mr Phillips said.

“For too long the coal industry 
has gotten away with excessive 
pollution. It has a developed a 
cavalier approach to the impact it 
has on our environment and our 
health.

“When is our government 
going to take notice of the very 
real impact this sort of pollution 
is having on human health and the 
health of the environment?

“Coal–affected communities 
have long sought better standards 
and this report highlights the urgent 
need for better pollution controls.

“Our national standards need to 
be brought into state legislation and 
the standard acceptable limits for 
PM 10 need to be brought into line 
with more stringent limits set by the 
World Health Organisation.”

The release of the data comes 
just days after a Cleaning the Air 
report found that 3,000 Australians 
were dying every year as a direct 
result of air pollution. 

Coal mining pollution 
doubled in a decade

“One of the most disturbing targets of this Budget are our young people,” says Cassandra Goldie.
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Anna Pha

There is one budget trend which 
could rightly be described as 
unsustainable, very unsustainable, 
and that is the revenue raising 
side which Treasurer Joe Hockey 
remains very quiet about.

Over the past three decades the 
taxation system has been undergoing 
gradual reform, a process continued 
in this budget. These changes, some 
appearing quite small at the time, add 
up to an incredible loss of potential 
income. Without them, the present 
and recent budgets would have 
carried surpluses.

The process commenced in the 
1980s, with the Hawke/Keating 
Labor governments reducing both 
the highest marginal personal income 
tax rates and raising the threshold at 
which higher rates kicked in.

The highest marginal rate in 
1985-86 was 60 cents in the dollar. It 
was already down to 47 cents when 
the Howard Coalition government 
was elected in 1996. Howard brought 
it down to 45 cents in the dollar. The 
reduction to 45 cents alone means a 
loss of 25 percent in personal income 
tax.

But that was not all. The Howard 
government’s main contribution was 
raising the threshold at which the 
highest marginal rate kicked in – 
from $50,001 when they were elected 
to $180,001 in 2008-09. Labor had 
already increased it from $11,346.25 
to $50,001.

In today’s prices, the lifting of the 
threshold at which the highest mar-
ginal rate commences is the equiva-
lent of an increase from $30,000 to 
$180,000 or 600 percent – costing the 
government billions more in poten-
tial income.

Manufactured debt
According to calculations done 

by a researcher for The Australia 
Institute, the government would have 
had an additional $38 billion for the 
2012-13 federal budget and would 
have collected an extra $169 billion 
over the previous seven years had it 
not been for unsustainable [personal] 
income tax cuts that were made in 
the lead-up to the global fi nancial 
crisis. “Had the income tax cuts 
not been made, the current budget 
would not be in defi cit and we would 
be having a very different discus-
sion about funding priorities,” Mat 
Grudnoff said. (“Tax cuts that broke 

the budget”, The Australia Institute, 
May 2013.)

“Budget difficulties are not 
something high income earners are 
likely to have been concerned with 
over the past seven years as they were 
the biggest benefi ciaries of these tax 
cuts. Of the $169 billion in [personal] 
tax cuts, 42 percent of them or $71 
billion went to the top 10 percent of 
income earners. The top 10 percent 
got more in tax cuts than the bottom 
80 percent,” Grudnoff added.

The temporary, three-year, two 
percent defi cit levy is a joke. It is 
not a two percent levy on income of 
the rich. It adds two percent onto the 
highest marginal tax rate. It is only 
applied to income over and above 
$180,000, not to the whole income. 
It amounts to a pathetic $400 increase 
for someone on a declared taxable 
income of $200,000.

The above figures are for 
personal income tax. There has been 
a signifi cant reduction in the rate at 
which companies pay tax on their 
profi ts from 49 cents to 30 cents in 
the dollar over a similar period. That 
amounts to a reduction of just over 
one third in the amount they pay on 
their declared profi ts (never mind 
the hidden profi ts – the government 
is not chasing them!). The Coalition 
budget has found the money to 
further reduce it to 28.5 cents!

It is these tax cuts that are 
unsustainable. You cannot keep 
cutting revenue and maintain services 
and welfare payments when income 
is slashed by hundreds of billions of 
dollars.

It would interesting to know how 
many billions of dollars per annum 
the government is losing as a result 
of the privatisation of the highly 
profitable Commonwealth Bank, 
Telstra, airports, and other major 
public assets.

Regressive
The system of marginal tax 

rates on personal incomes has been 
fl attened by successive reductions 
in the higher rates and the lifting 
of the thresholds, making it far less 
progressive.

This was compounded by the 
introduction of the GST by the 
Howard government.

It is a flat tax on people’s 
spending. Corporations are let off 
the hook. As against a progressive 
system where the rate paid depends 
on ability to pay – the wealthy pay 

a higher rate in the dollar – it is the 
same rate regardless of income. It is 
made even more regressive by the 
fact that those on lower incomes 
spend a much higher percent of their 
income on taxable goods and services 
compared with the rich.

The Abbott Coalition government 
has done its best to infl ate the budget 
defi cit and raise alarm bells about 
“unsustainable” spending and a 
looming debt crisis. It has announced 
$80 billion in cuts to states for health 
and education to force an increase in 
the GST or see public schools and 
hospitals close.

The Hockey budget is not about 
balancing the books or reducing 
government debt. These wild claims 
of unsustainability in government 
spending are based on lies and deceit, 
to try to justify the government’s 
abandonment of its responsibilities to 
provide social services and security 
to the people.

These claims are being made to 
cover up the massive redistribution of 
wealth from the people to the private 
sector that is underway and the shift 
towards direct corporate dictatorship.

If the government were sincere, 
then it would not be increasing 
military spending to $40 billion in 
coming years, which could overtake 
its spending on education. It would 
not be cutting company tax rates. 
It would abolish the multi-billion 
dollar fossil fuel rebate to mining 
companies, instead of cancelling the 
minerals resource rent tax which, 
despite its adequacies, does tax some 
of the largest mining corporations.

One of the main agendas driving 
the cuts is the eventual elimination of 
company tax. This goes hand in hand 
with the privatisation of remaining 
public assets and a number of 
government functions and services. 
These include the privatisation of 
Medibank Private, a lucrative source 
of income, and its share in the Snowy 
Mountains Hydroelectric Scheme.

The Communist Party of 
Australia strongly rejects the lies 
and deceit regarding “unsustainable” 
spending on health, education, 
social welfare and other government 
responsibilities. It calls for an 
increase in funding to these vital 
services and the social security 
system and progressive reform of 
the tax system so that the rich and 
corporate sector really do some 
“heavy lifting”. 

Budget 2041-15

The hidden 
tax agenda

The Abbott government’s budget is so “popular” that government 
members cannot go anywhere without being confronted by 
protesters. Students have been accused of being violent and 
people like the Education Minister Christopher Pine go even 
deeper into the gutter in trying to “sell” the budget. Last week a 
visit to Deakin University Geelong campus by Abbott and Pine 
was cancelled because of security threats – according to Mr 
Pine who told the ABC Lateline program that the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP) had advised against the visit because they 
were concerned about “our safety” and “the safety of innocent 
bystanders”. The students’ union branded Mr Abbott “cowardly” 
for refusing to come and face the music. As it turned out, the 
AFP had had nothing to do with any security advice. Mr Peter 
Drennan, the AFP’s Deputy Commissioner told a parliamentary 
committee that his agency had not advised Mr Abbott to cancel 
the visit because of security risks. They keep on lying, don’t they?

The $7 co-payment has not come into force yet (it is supposed to 
start next year if it goes through) but some patients are already 
cancelling their GP appointments. You have a real problem 
if you are poor and sick. In some poor suburbs GPs noticed 
that cancellation rates increased by 10-30 percent. There has 
not been an increase in hospital emergency admissions. The 
fact that some patients are already limiting their medical visits 
worries GPs, as more serious medical problems may develop 
through neglect of early symptoms. Some GPs have had to cut 
their staff as well. The proposed co-payment does not bring 
any benefi ts to anyone – just more hardship and sickness.

And while the public are keeping their hands fi rmly in their 
pockets, Mr Abbott keeps on rejecting any opinion which 
contradicts his own dogmatic ideas. The National Centre for 
Social and Economic Modelling showed the poorest 20 percent of 
families would be hit much harder than the wealthiest households. 
The main fi nding of the modelling states that the poorest 20 
percent of households would contribute $2.9 billion over four 
years while the richest 20 percent would contribute $1.8 billion. 
Abbott pretends that everybody makes sacrifi ces. Let’s face it – 
there are sacrifi ces and sacrifi ces. When politicians crow about 
a moratorium on their salaries – they forget to mention that it’s 
only for a year and their salary freeze comes after hefty salary 
rises. Services are being cut where they are needed most – no 
matter what the politicians are saying, the public is not buying it. 
Nor should it be taken for fools who can be lied to all the time.

Treasurer Joe Hockey.

The Abbott Coalition government 
has done its best to inflate the 

budget deficit and raise alarm bells 
about “unsustainable” spending 

and a looming debt crisis.

Melbourne

All Unions & Community MASS RALLY

“Bust Abbott’s pro-big business Budget”
10.30am Thursday June 12

Assemble Melbourne Trades Hall
cnr Victoria & Lygon Sts Carlton South

“Bring your anger to town”
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Derek Wall

Our friend Michael came to stay with 
us recently. We got on to the subject, as 
one does, of grandparents. Michael’s 
grandparents lived in Bethnal Green, and 
were butchers during the 1930s. He told us 
that his grandfather carried a hammer with 
him because as a Jew he feared physical 
assault by anti-Semites.

Mosley’s British Union of Fascists were 
politically active in the East End of London. 
This rather stark image reminded me of the 
waves of racism than have scarred British 
history.

Before the First World war, the British 
Brothers’ League were also active in the East 
End and also targeted the Jewish population. 
They were formed in 1902 by Captain William 
Stanley Shaw and a local Conservative MP, Sir 
William Eden Evans-Gordon.

The League was apparently not at fi rst 
anti-Semitic but opposed all Eastern European 
migration to East London. In the 1950s Afro-
Caribbean communities bore the brunt as 
Mosley tried to win votes with his Union 
Movement in Notting Hill.

Promoting the slogan Keep Britain White, 
Mosley’s agitation encouraged Teddy Boys to 
attack the local black population.

Anti-Semitism is once again on the rise.
For example, we have seen recently the 

horrifi c killings in Belgium, where on May 
24 a gunman killed four people in Brussels’s 
Jewish Museum. Racism against a range of 
groups continues.

Racism often functions as a device 
used by populist politicians to gather 
votes. In tough economic times, like the 
1930s depression and the current ongoing 
austerity, racism can be electoral gold for 
the unscrupulous. If troubles can be blamed 
on an identifi able group, the racism can be 
nurtured and made to grow into deep-seated 
and enduring hatred.

While a wide range of ethnic identities are 
targeted, the demonisation of the Roma stands 
out. Nigel Farage stated in his LBC interview 
that individuals might be uneasy about living 
next to Romanians.

Ukip have stressed that Romanians and 
Bulgarians are likely to arrive in Britain 
increasing numbers. Romanian is, however, a 
code word, it seems – not for the population of 

that country but to a specifi c group who are, of 
course, the Roma.

Farage’s remarks follow an avalanche 
of tabloid media stories, particularly from 
the Daily Express, about Roma gangs. The 
Roma face racism right across eastern and 
western Europe and have been subject to hate 
campaigns in Romania too.

Racism against the Roma is, apparently, 
more acceptable than racism directed at other 
ethnic groups. Tabloid newspapers that in 
the 1970s conjured up the mugging crisis, 
demonising Afro-Caribbeans as more likely to 
commit crime, hammer away at the message 
that Roma are a source of crime.

Statistics are neither here nor there. 
Emotive imagery has an effect, irrational fears 
are stoked up and take hold.

Challenging racist populism is not easy.
I guess we all risk discriminating against 

a perceived “other.” From football to religion, 
there are many examples of dislike of another 
group. I can joke with Newcastle fans about 
the bitter confl ict with my team of choice, 
Sunderland.

However an innocent game of football has 
been known to lead to violent confl ict in north-
east England.

The examples of religion as a source of 
identity and extreme confl ict between groups, 
whose theology is apparently identical to others, 
gives rise to persecution in every continent of 
the world.

There are no easy solutions to fears, 
hatreds and resulting prejudices but political 
organisations need to openly campaign against 
racism. I am glad to say that the political party 
to which I belong happens to have a leader who 
works to challenge racism, Natalie Bennett.

Up for re-election this summer, Natalie is 
robust in presenting our Green Party policies 
on migration and migrants. She’s a powerful 
voice in campaigns against racism and all forms 
of scapegoating.

Natalie happens to be from another country, 
Australia. In recent years our party has worked 
hard to point out that diversity provides many 
benefi ts and that racism is a poison.

I think challenging the demonisation of the 
Roma is especially important.

There are a range of campaigns and groups 
promoting Roma rights. In particular we need 
to work to educate people about the Roma 
Holocaust.

Not only did Hitler and his allies attempt 
to exterminate Jews, they also worked to 
wipe out Roma, Sinti and other travelling 
communities.

While we don’t face the same kind of threat 
today, it is sobering that racist rhetoric elected 
politicians in the 1930s who went on to kill 
millions.

The Roma Holocaust is not well known 
– and, of course, during the 1940s it was 
difficult to convince the allied forces 
of Hitler ’s extermination of Europe’s 
Jews, people like my friend Michael’s 
grandparents.

Some estimates suggest that 25 percent of 
continental Europe’s Roma were exterminated 
by Hitler and his allies. The anti-Jewish 
Nuremberg Laws of 1935 were amended to 
cover Gypsies and it is thought that other than 
the Jewish community, traveller communities 
suffered more than any other group from 
genocide.

Nobody is really sure how many died but 
estimates suggest at least 250,000 Roma were 
killed.

When politicians and tabloids raise fears 
about the Roma, we should remind them of 

where such fears led in the past. Fear leads to 
prejudice, prejudice leads to hate, hate leads 
to violence.

It is never ever justified. Saloon-bar 
banter needs to be countered with some stark 
presentation of the facts about where such 
banter led in the last century.

Roma communities, as the Economist has 
noted, are Europe’s “most marginalised ethnic 
minority.”

They suffer the worst health, education 
and economic prospects in Europe today. 
Populists, as we know, pick on those with the 
worst problems in their immoral pursuit of easy 
electoral success. We must shame them and the 
tabloids when they do so.

In tough times we may have legitimate 
concerns about wages being driven down. The 
solution is, of course, to work for stronger 
trade unions and effective minimum and living 
wages.

Incidentally the same arguments around 
migration have been used to oppose women 
working in particular sectors of the economy.

Migrants, particularly in the form of the 
Latin American Workers Association, have 
been at the forefront of campaigns for better 

Anti-Roma racism on the rise

Earlier this year marches and events internationally highlighting the problems that Roma and travellers face.

Anna Pha

Lie: This Budget redirects taxpayers’ 
dollars from unaffordable consumption today 
to productive investment for the future, while 
maintaining a strong safety net.

Fact: Consumption is not unaffordable. 
The productive investment is a reference to 
part of the real aim of the budget – increasing 
company profi ts by cutting taxes. The cuts 
to people’s incomes and fees for GPs and 
higher PBS charges will reduce purchasing 
power and have a contractionary effect 
on the budget. This will result in higher 
unemployment, more bankruptcies and lower 
tax revenue.

As for “maintaining a strong safety net”, 
the safety net is being pulled from under 
people with all the cuts, Medicare co-payment 
and other higher charges. It would be more 
accurate to describe it as “the vanishing safety 
net”. The term “safety net”, albeit now part 
of everyday language, is also misleading. 
Social security payments should be seen as a 
right, not some sort of charitable, stigmatised 
payment.

Myth: “We must always remember that 
when one person receives an entitlement from 
the government it comes out of the pocket of 
another Australian.”

Fact: This is a divisive mechanism which 
distorts the whole concept of a government 

raising revenue to provide for the needs and 
security of society. It leads to the argument 
that everyone should pay individually for the 
services they use – Medicare co-payment, 
education, etc.

It replaces collective responsibility with 
individual self-provision. Too bad if you have 
a serious illness or a disability and not born 
into wealth.

Lie: “… the government is adopting 
sensible indexation arrangements for schools 
from 2018, and hospitals from 2017-18, 
and removing funding guarantees for public 
hospitals. These measures will achieve 
cumulative savings of over $80 billion by 
2024-25.”

Fact: There is nothing “sensible” about 
robbing education and health of $80 billion in 
funding. It is an act of a callous government 
that has total contempt for ordinary working 
people.

Deceit: “This Budget will take steps to 
put health spending growth on a sustainable 
path, with all Australians making a 
contribution to the cost of health services.”

Fact: People already contribute through 
the Medicare levy and the centralised 
taxation system. Health services are a basic 
human right and should be provided on 
the basis of need, with no fee at point of 
delivery. Funding should continue to be 
through central revenue.

Deceit: “The current system … sees 
the tax payer losing money every year, 
because … the tax payer is paying a higher 
interest rate than the students are repaying.” 
Increasing the interest rate on student loans 
(HECS/HELP) “is simply recovering the 
funds the Commonwealth is currently 
spending on behalf of students, so I don’t 
think that is an unfair measure.”

Fact: This is another way of saying 
that the government should not be “losing” 
money on lending money to students. The 
government is not a company; there is nothing 
wrong with it being out of pocket providing 
higher education. All levels of education 
should be free and funded out of central 
revenue.

Lie: The budget measures will “spread 
opportunity to more students” and make 
Australia’s universities the best in the world.

Fact: Taking $20 billion out of 
universities, deregulating (raising) fees, 
commencing repayment of HECS/HELP 
loans at a lower income and doubling the 
interest on student debts will turn education 
into a privilege, not an opportunity for more 
students.

Some universities already have plans to 
increase fees for some Arts degrees by 50 
or 100 percent or more and for prestigious 
medical and law degrees by 300 or even 400 
percent.

Lie: “We are very competitive in 
the OECD in terms of our spending on 
education.”

Fact: Australia already ranks 23rd 
out of 28 OECD countries and looks set 
to slide further down the rankings. Or 
maybe the Education Minister, with his 
neo-liberal twisted way of thinking, is 
competing to spend the least on education. 
If so, then Australia is extremely 
competitive!

Deceit: ‘’We want to change the mindset 
and culture of our young people, and I think 
that’s a good thing to do, not a bad thing,” 
said Tony Abbott. The budget will impart 
such concepts as ‘’self-reliance’’ and ‘’enter-
prise’’, and a move away from ‘’the culture 
of entitlement  in some areas to a culture of 
opportunity and hope’’.

Fact: Denying under 30-year-olds an 
income for fi rst six months of unemployment 
does not increase “self-reliance”. It is a recipe 
for poverty, dependence on parents or charity, 
despair and mental illness.

Likewise, placing under 25s on the youth 
allowance of $207.20 and 25-30s on NewStart 
on Work for the Dole programs does not 
benefi t young unemployed.

Deceit: “I say to the Australian people 
… those who can work, should work ... 
Australians under 30 years of age should be 
earning or learning.” It’s “learn or earn”.

Federal budget 2014-15

Myths, lies and deceit Pt 2
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pay, in their case for university cleaners as part 
of the 3 Cosas campaign.

Crime fi gures are dressed up to link crime 
to ethnicity, the ethnicity changes with the 
fashions of popular racism but it is false to 
associate crime with some supposed genetic or 
cultural manifestation of ethnicity.

White Europeans have a historical 
reputation for forming gangs, travelling to other 
parts of the globe and violently taking property 
from others. From the Australian Aborigines to 
Canada’s First Nations to the Iroquois of New 
York state and African nations, many have been 
victims of this crime wave.

It is of course described by the words 
colonialism and imperialism. However, there 
is nothing innate or enduring about a supposed 
European connection with imperialism.

The mechanisms and motives that led 
to racism need to be demystifi ed and a good 
example of where racism has borne particularly 
bitter fruit is the Roma Holocaust.

It is vital that we make this example better 
known.
Derek Wall is international co-ordinator 
for the Green Party of England and Wales.
Morning Star 
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Mikael Thalen

Statements made by NSA whistleblower Edward Snowden 
regarding the 9/11 terror attacks were edited out of his NBC 
Nightly News interview with Brian Williams last week in what 
appears to be an attempt to bolster legitimacy for the agency’s 
controversial surveillance programs.

Snowden’s comments surrounding the failure of dragnet 
surveillance in stopping the 9/11 attacks were censored from the prime 
time broadcast and instead buried in an hour long clip on NBC’s 
website.

“You know this is a key question that the 9/11 commission 
considered, and what they found in the post-mortem when they looked 
at all the classifi ed intelligence from all the different intelligence 
agencies, they found that we had all of the information we needed 
as an intelligence community, as a classifi ed sector, as the national 
defence of the United States, to detect this plot,” Snowden said.

“We actually had records of the phone calls from the United States 
and out. The CIA knew who these guys were. The problem was not 
that we weren’t collecting information, it wasn’t that we didn’t have 
enough dots, it wasn’t that we didn’t have a haystack, it was that we 
did not understand the haystack that we had.”

NBC’s decision to bury Snowden’s comments are unsurprising 
given the fact that the 9/11 attacks are exhaustively used by the 
federal government as the prime justifi cation for surveilling millions 
of innocent Americans. Snowden remarked on the government’s prior 
knowledge of the accused Boston bombers as well, also cut from the 
prime time interview.

“If we’re missing things like the Boston Marathon bombings 
where all of these mass-surveillance systems, every domestic dragnet 
in the world, didn’t reveal guys that the Russian intelligence service 
told us about by name, is that really the best way to protect our 
country or are we trying to throw money at a magic solution that’s 
actually not just costing us our safety, but our rights and our way of 
life,” Snowden said.

Despite countless government offi cials pointing to 9/11 
foreknowledge, whether missed or ignored, establishment media 
outlets have continually worked to keep such voices out of relevant 
reporting.

Former NSA senior executive turned whistleblower Thomas 
Drake, who revealed unconstitutional surveillance programs targeting 
Americans in 2005, has repeatedly commented on NSA intelligence 
that would have “undoubtedly” stopped the 9/11 attacks.

“The NSA had critical intelligence about Al-Qaeda and associated 
movements in particular that had never been properly shared outside 
of NSA,” Drake said in a recent interview. “They simply did not share 
critical intelligence although they had it.”

In a January letter to President Obama, Drake and fellow 
whistleblowers William Binney, Edward Loomis, and Kirk Wiebe not 
only detailed the agency’s foreknowledge, but the ensuing cover-up as 
well.

“The sadder reality, Mr President, is that NSA itself had enough 
information to prevent 9/11, but chose to sit on it rather than share it 
with the FBI or CIA. We know; we were there,” the letter reads. “We 
were witness to the many bureaucratic indignities that made NSA 
at least as culpable for pre-9/11 failures as are other US intelligence 
agencies.”

Outside of the NSA, countless intelligence offi cials have also 
commented on 9/11 foreknowledge and the federal government’s 
attempts to stifl e any investigation into negligence and wrongdoing.

Former senior intelligence offi cer Lieutenant Colonel Anthony 
Shaffer, who attempted to inform the government after identifying 
the two terrorist cells later charged for the 9/11 attacks in 2000 during 
Operation Able Danger, was attacked and demonised by the Defence 
Intelligence Agency after informing Congress of the agency’s refusal 
to act.

“I had no intention of joining the ranks of ‘whistle blowers,’” 
Shaffer said in 2009. “When I made my disclosure to the 9/11 
commission regarding the existence of a pre 9/11 offensive counter-
terrorism operation that had discovered several of the 9/11 terrorists 
a full year before the 9/11 attacks my intention was to simply tell the 
truth, and fulfi l my oath of offi ce.”

Former FBI wiretap translator Sibel Edmonds, who had access to 
top-secret communications, told reporters in 2004 that the FBI had 
detailed 9/11 foreknowledge that specifi cally mentioned a terrorist 
attack involving aeroplanes.

“We should have had orange or red-type of alert in June or July 
of 2001. There was that much information available,” Edmonds told 
Salon. “There was specifi c information about use of aeroplanes, that 
an attack was on the way two or three months beforehand and that 
several people were already in the country by May of 2001. They 
should’ve alerted the people to the threat we’re facing.”

According to Edmonds, after the 9/11 attacks, FBI supervisors 
ordered translators to “work slowly” in order to ensure that the agency 
would get larger funding the next year.

The vast number of whistleblowers in the intelligence community 
not only gives credence to Snowden’s comments, but also exemplifi es 
the NSA’s illegitimate growth since 9/11.

In a desperate attempt to gain the moral high ground, Secretary 
of State John Kerry claimed Snowden had aided terrorists during an 
interview on “Good Morning America” despite having absolutely no 
evidence to support his accusation.

Despite the fact that the NSA leaks have proven the agency to be 
involved in issues unrelated to national security, such as economic 
espionage, the claim of using mass surveillance to stop terrorism 
deteriorates even further in light of recent decisions by the Obama 
Administration.

In 2013, President Obama waived a federal law designed to 
prevent the US from arming terrorists in order to provide military 
support to the “Syrian rebels.” Even with Syrian Revolutionary Front 
leader Jamal Maarouf admitting that his fi ghters work alongside the 
Al-Qaeda aligned Jabhat al-Nusra, the Obama Administration has 
continued its unfl inching support.

The president’s support of Al-Qaeda was so transparent during 
the Libyan overthrow that former Democratic Congressman Dennis 
Kucinich publicly questioned why the US-backed “Libyan rebels” had 
placed an Al-Qaeda fl ag over the top of the courthouse in Benghazi.

Whether it be issuing fake terror alerts, creating domestic terror 
plots or allowing them to take place, the national security state will 
undoubtedly do whatever it can to continue its unabated growth 
towards total information awareness.
globalresearch.ca 

NBC censors Snowdon’s 
9/11 comments

A SAD FREEDOM
You waste the attention of your eyes,
the glittering labour of your hands,
and knead the dough enough for dozens of loaves
of which you’ll taste not a morsel;
you are free to slave for others –
you are free to make the rich richer.

The moment you’re born
they plant around you
mills that grind lies
lies to last you a lifetime.
You keep thinking in your great freedom
a fi nger on your temple
free to have a free conscience.

Your head bent as if half-cut from the nape,
your arms long, hanging,
you saunter about in your great freedom:
you’re free
with the freedom of being unemployed.

You love your country
as the nearest, most precious thing to you.
But one day, for example,
they may endorse it over to America,
and you, too, with your great freedom –
you have the freedom to become an air-base.

You may proclaim that one must live
not as a tool, a number or a link
but as a human being –
then at once they handcuff your wrists.
You are free to be arrested, imprisoned
and even hanged.

There’s neither an iron, wooden
nor a tulle curtain
in your life;
there’s no need to choose freedom:
you are free.
But this kind of freedom
is a sad affair under the stars.

Nazim Hikmet

Fact: Who could disagree? But the 
where-with-all for young people to work or 
earn is being ripped from them in the budget. 
How can they learn when university and 
TAFE fees are set to rocket, TAFE courses are 
being closed and already inadequate income 
support slashed? How can they fi nd a job 
with youth unemployment rates of close to 20 
percent in some areas? 

The “learn or earn” rhetoric replaces 
the old “dole bludger” slur and is just as 
dishonest, suggesting that young people are 
ripping off the system, with no intention of 
working or gaining a qualifi cation.

If “learn or earn” were the real aim, then 
the budget would be increasing not cutting 
employment services, funding job creation 
programs, and increasing income support and 
abolishing TAFE and university fees.

Lie: All must do “heavy lifting”.
Fact: The biggest mining companies 

stand to gain an estimated $5 billion or more 
with the abolition of minerals resource rental 
tax and save $11 billion from the fuel tax 
credit scheme.

The rich are hardly doing much lifting 
with a temporary increase of 2 percent in 
their highest marginal rate – $400 a year for 
someone with a declared taxable income of 
$200,000.
Part 1 appeared last week in Guardian, 
#1640. 
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Jessica Elgot

One has a leader with a swastika 
tattoo, one wants to rid his entire 
country of Muslims, another has 
a founder who suggested releasing 
the Ebola virus on migrants. 
This is the class of 2014, the 
parties set to enter the European 
Parliament as part of the Union’s 
most eurosceptic, far right, anti-
immigrant intake of all time.

Though the British National 
Party had their one MEP dismissed 
by voters, this year is the fi rst time 
openly neo-Nazi parties will sit in 
Brussels as representatives of their 
nations.

The European fringe of what 
Boris Johnson described as “bizarre 
or downright potty” have fl ooded the 
chamber. Almost all are Eurosceptic, 
joining the mainstream anti-EU 
parties like Britain’s Ukip to make 
up around a third of the parliament.

Here’s the full rundown:
Marine Le Pen has had to work 

hard to de-toxify her far right Front 
National party, including censoring 
her own father and the party’s 
founder. Jean Marie Le Pen suggested 
only last month that “Monseigneur 
Ebola” could sort out Europe’s 
immigration issue “in three months”. 
He has regularly been convicted 
under France’s race hate laws, and has 
called the Nazi gas chambers a “small 
detail”. The party took a quarter of the 
vote in France, with its popular anti-
immigration platform.

The neo-Nazi National Demo-
cratic Party (NPD) in Germany has 
been campaigning on a platform 
of stopping immigration and been 
called racist and anti-Semitic. They 
have fought under the banner of 
slogans like “Money for granny 
instead of Sinti and Roma” and 
“the boat is full”, given interviews 
insisting Europe is “a continent of 
white people” and have marched 
with banners proclaiming the Nazi 
ideology of “National Socialism”.

The Greek ultra nationalist 
party Golden Dawn has swapped 
its jackboots for suits in the run-up 
to the elections and been rewarded 
with its fi rst seats in the European 
Parliament. Its main spokesman 
has a swastika tattoo, and a good 
number of the party’s members are 

in prison for being part of a criminal 
organisation. Its slogans have been 
daubed on mosques, synagogues and 
cemeteries. In May 2012, Golden 
Dawn ran in Greek elections under 
the slogan “So we can rid this land 
of fi lth”, set up “Greek-only” food 
banks, and its spokesman has quoted 
from the Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion in parliament. But the party 
insists it is neither criminal nor neo-
Nazi. It is now the country’s third 
most popular party.

Finland’s anti-euro populist 
Finns Party has done less well than 
predicted, but still picked up two 
MEPs. It was previously known 
as the “True Finns”. Its MP James 
Hirvisaari was fined in 2011 for 
comments he made on his blog 
about Muslims, another declined 
an invite to the Independence Day 
ball because he did not want to see 
same-sex couples, but the party has 
repeatedly rejected accusations of 
racism and homophobia.

The Danish People’s party won 
nearly 27 percent of the vote and 
has doubled its number of MEPs. 
The party’s founder Pia Kjærsgaard 

holds the view that Denmark is not a 
country where immigration is natural 
or welcome. In response to criticism 
from Sweden, she retorted: “If they 
want to turn Stockholm, Gothenburg 
or Malmö into a Scandinavian Beirut, 
with clan wars, honour killings and 
gang rapes, let them do it. We can 
always put a barrier on the Øresund 
Bridge.”

Dutch far-right “Party for 
Freedom” leader Geert Wilders will 
be disappointed with the results, as 
pro-EU parties topped the Dutch 
poll. His party has been dogged with 
controversy. Wilders is known for 
his vociferous criticism of Islam, and 
for saying “I don’t hate Muslims, I 
hate Islam”. He campaigns to end 
all Muslim immigration to the 
Netherlands and repatriate Muslims 
currently living there. “Islam is the 
Trojan Horse in Europe. If we do not 
stop Islamifi cation now, Eurabia and 
Netherabia will just be a matter of 
time,” Wilders once told the Dutch 
parliament. Last week, there was no 
difference in the rhetoric. “Do you 
want more or less Moroccans in this 
city and this country?”, he shouted 

to a rally, to chants of “Less! Less!” 
“We’ll arrange that,” he said. The 
party retains four seats in the EU 
parliament.

The right-wing nationalist 
Hungarian party Jobbik, one of the 
most obviously neo-Nazi parties in 
the European parliament, matched its 
2009 EU election results, garnering 
14.7 percent of the vote and three 
MEPs. Members have called for 
the country’s Jewish inhabitants to 
sign a special register. “I think such 
a confl ict makes it timely to tally up 
people of Jewish ancestry who live 
here, especially in the Hungarian 
Parliament and the Hungarian 
government, who, indeed, pose a 
national security risk to Hungary,” 
the party’s deputy parliamentary 
leader, Márton Gyöngyösi said.

There were huge gains for the 
far-right Freedom Party in Austria, 
which wan around a fi fth of the vote 
for its anti-immigration platform. 
It doubled the number of MEPs, 
from two to four and says it hopes 
to form an alliance with the Front 
National. “If there are immigrants, 
from Turkey, who complain there is 

a cross hanging in the classroom at 
school, then I say to them: ‘go back 
home’,” was the slogan from leader 
Heinz-Christian Strache. The party 
is fi ercely anti-Muslim immigration, 
and believes Austria should not 
accept any more migrants. Strache 
says he himself is not a racist because 
he “eats kebabs.” 

The far-right party gained six 
percent of the vote in Italy. “Africa 
hasn’t produced great geniuses 
as anyone can see from a Mickey 
Mouse encyclopaedia,” one of its 
ex-MEPs said, 

Leader of the British National 
Party (BNP) Nick Griffi n lost his 
seat in the European parliament, 
the far-right party’s only MEP after 
Andrew Brons quit the party. Out of 
breath and breathing heavily, Griffi n 
said his reception at the town hall 
was “fairly typical”. He appeared to 
concede defeat saying his party had 
“no chance” tonight, before adding: 
“We will be back.” The BNP were 
the real “racist” party, he said, and 
those who had voted for Ukip had 
been mistaken.
Huffington Post 

An NPD march: the banner in front of them says: “Enough paid out. We are not Europe’s cash cow”. (Photo: Andrea Roepke)

Nine far-right parties 
in European Parliament

Demands for answers on 
anti-Cuba terrorism
Several organisations, including 
the ANSWER Coalition, the 
National Committee to Free 
the Cuban Five and the Alianza 
Martiana held a press conference 
in Miami, Florida, on May 29 
to demand the US government 
fully reveal its relationship with 
terrorists who are staging attacks 
from Miami against Cuba. Seeking 
full government disclosure, the 
groups submitted Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests 
to the CIA, FBI and US State 
Department.

The press conference was 
attended by Associated Press 
Spanish and English departments, 
Reuters, ABC TV, CBS TV, The 

Miami Herald, Radio Miami, 
Al Jazeera, local news WLTV 23 
and others. Pacifi ca KPFK and 
Cuba’s Granma and Prensa Latina 
issued stories as well.

On April 26, Cuban authorities 
announced the arrest in Havana of 
four men from Miami, who admit 
they planned to launch armed 
attacks on military installations in 
Cuba. The four are Raibel Pacheco 
Santos, Obdulio Rodríguez, Felix 
Monzón Álvarado and José Ortega 
Amador.

But the four detained terrorists 
did not act alone. They have named 
some of the most notorious and 
dangerous individuals with long 
terrorist histories – from Miami – as 

directing their planned attacks: 
Santiago Álvarez, Osvaldo Mitat 
and Manuel Alzugaray.

Santiago Álvarez fi rst began 
his history of violent armed actions 
after being trained by the CIA in 
1961. He engaged in an armed 
offshore attack on Cuba, killing two 
men and wounding two teenage 
children. Since then, Álvarez has 
repeatedly fi nanced armed attacks 
on Cuba, especially as fi nancier 
of Luis Posada Carriles. Posada 
Carriles is widely known for having 
engineered the bombing of a Cuban 
airliner in October 1976, killing all 
73 passengers and crew aboard.

ANSWER National Coordinator 
Brian Becker said, “Thousands 

of Cubans have died over the 
past decades as a consequence of 
terrorist actions, many of them 
staged right here in Miami. The 
point of the FOIA documents is 
to fi nd out the truth. When the 
American people learn that the 
government knows of and supports 
terrorist activities, the American 
people will repudiate this. They 
don’t want terrorism.”

Over 1,600 people have already 
signed a petition to President 
Obama, calling for an end to US 
support of the Miami terrorists and 
instead that the Cuban Five anti-
terrorists be freed from US prison.

Andrés Gómez, representing the 
Alianza Martiana and the Antonio 

Maceo Brigade, said, “Yesterday, 
President Obama asked Congress 
for US$5 billion to continue the 
fi ght against terrorism worldwide. 
Here in Miami we have been under 
threat from terrorists in the Cuban 
American community for the past 
50 years. Any of us living in this 
city can be subjected to violence.”

Gloria La Riva of the National 
Committee to Free the Cuban Five 
said, “We demand more than ever 
the freedom of the Cuban Five, 
three of whom still remain in prison. 
They were saving lives by stopping 
the Miami terrorists’ plans, yet the 
FBI arrested the Five instead of the 
terrorists.” 
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On February 22, the elected 
president of Ukraine was 
overthrown in a coup which 
was supported by the Obama 
administration. Since then, the 
country has been torn apart 
and violence has escalated. On 
May 2, in the southern city of 
Odessa, supporters of the new 
unelected Kiev government, 
including members of the violent 
extremist Right Sector party, 
surrounded peaceful, unarmed 
anti-government protestors who 
had taken refuge in the city’s main 
union hall. The right-wing crowd 
then set the union hall on fi re, and 
46 people died by being burned 
alive or jumping to their deaths 
trying to escape.

We are troubled by this horrifi c 
atrocity, and by the fact that mass 
murder was committed by burning 
a union hall. We are concerned 
about the conflict in Ukraine, by 
the massing of Russian troops near 
Ukraine’s eastern border and US 
and NATO troops and planes in 
neighbouring Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia, which signal the 
return of the Cold War and the threat 
of a much hotter war.

A defining period in the 
history of UE was our union’s 
courageous opposition to the Cold 
War. At the end of World War II 
there was great hope among union 
members and other Americans for 
a continuation of President FDR’s 
New Deal, with progressive social 
and economic policies including 
national healthcare, expanded Social 
Security, and progress against racial 
discrimination in employment. 
What we got instead was the anti-
union Taft-Hartley Act and the Cold 
War. Military spending, including 
the nuclear arms race, continued to 
trump all other priorities.

Local confl icts all over the world 
were treated as global showdowns 
between the US and the USSR In 
the name of “fi ghting communism,” 
the US sided with the French and 
British colonial empires against 
independence movements, and 
backed many brutal dictators against 
their own people. The 40-year-long 
Cold War included some very hot 
wars – notably Korea and Vietnam. 
The CIA organised coups that 
overthrew democratic governments 
that dared to disagree with the US 
government or corporations. On the 
domestic front, the Cold War was a 
massive attack on civil liberties and 
an effort to wipe out organisations, 
including UE that refused to enlist in 
the Cold War.

UE said the US government 
should direct its resources toward 
making life better for its own people. 
UE favoured negotiations to resolve 
differences between the US and the 
Soviets, and to end confl icts such 
as Vietnam. UE said the arms race 
robbed human needs on both sides of 
the Cold War divide. As UE president 
Albert Fitzgerald often said, “You 
can’t have guns and butter.”

The Cold War supposedly ended 
with 1991 break-up of the Soviet 
Union and the Warsaw Pact, which 
had been composed of the USSR 
and its Eastern European allies. A 
key event was the 1990 agreement 
between the US, West Germany 
and the Soviet Union allowing the 
reunifi cation of Germany. In those 
negotiations, President George HW 
Bush promised Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev that NATO – the 
US-led anti-Soviet military alliance 
– would not expand any further east 
than Germany.

Yet despite that promise, and 
despite Russia and its former 
allies no longer having communist 
governments, NATO has moved 
steadily eastward toward Russia. 
NATO now includes the former 
socialist states of Hungary, Poland, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Romania and Bulgaria, 
as well as three former republics 
of the USSR which border Russia 
– Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. 
Two more former Soviet republics, 
Ukraine and Georgia, have 
been promised eventual NATO 
membership. NATO is now clearly 
an alliance against Russia, sitting on 
Russia’s doorstep.

In late 2013 the US began 
expressing hostility toward Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych, and 
sympathy with the often violent 
anti-government protestors in Kiev. 
Yanukovych was not an exemplary 
leader – we now know that he’d been 
feathering his own nest – but he was 
elected in a fair election, and the US 
supports many governments that are 
more corrupt and undemocratic than 
his.

What made Yanukovych a target 
for regime change was his decision in 
November to reject harsh loan terms 
from the European Union (EU) and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
– including the kind of pension 
cuts and austerity that have driven 
Greece into poverty. Yanukovych 
instead accepted a more favourable 
offer of economic aid from Russia. 
His proposal that Ukraine have 
good economic relations with both 
Russia and the EU was rejected by 
the EU and the US, which wanted 
a Ukrainian government hostile to 
Russia.

US Assistant Secretary of State 
Victoria Nuland met in December 
2013 with Oleh Tyahnybok, head 
of the far-right Svoboda Party. In 
a 2012 resolution, the European 
Parliament had called Svoboda 
“racist, anti-Semitic and xenophobic” 
and appealed to democratic parties 
in Ukraine “not to associate with, 
endorse or form coalitions with this 
party. In May 2013 the World Jewish 
Congress labelled Svoboda “neo-
Nazi” and called for the party to be 
banned. Svoboda leader Tyahnybok 
has called for ridding Ukraine of the 
infl uence of “the Moscow-Jewish 
mafia”. Svoboda is also anti-gay, 
anti-black, and hostile to equal rights 
for women.

But since the overthrow of 
Yanukovych, Svoboda holds four 
cabinet ministries in Ukraine’s 
“provisional government” (including 
deputy prime minister.) In a February 
4 conversation caught on tape, 
Nuland and the US ambassador to 
Kiev discussed who would get which 
positions in the new government, 
including cabinet seats for Svoboda.

In Europe since the end of World 
War II, there has been a political taboo 
against allowing fascist and neo-
Nazi parties into any government. 
The Obama administration has now 
broken that taboo and allied our 
country with fascists in Ukraine. 
According to German media reports, 
about 400 elite mercenaries from the 
notorious US private security fi rm 
Academi (formerly Blackwater) are 
taking part in Ukrainian military 
operations against anti-government 
protesters in south-eastern Ukraine.

News that Vice President Joe 
Biden’s son Hunter Biden has joined 
the board of directors of Ukraine’s 
largest private gas company adds 
the element of confl ict of interest. 
Obama’s policies toward Ukraine and 
Russia have signifi cantly increased 
the chances of military confrontation 
between the US and Russia, the 
world’s two nuclear superpowers. 
This threatens world peace.

We reaffirm UE’s historic 
position. We favour peace and 
friendly, equitable economic 
relations between nations. We favour 
negotiations rather than military 
confrontation to resolve disputes, 
including this one. We believe the 
countries that defeated Nazism in 
World War II, including the US and 
Russia, should work together against 
any resurgence of racism, anti-
Semitism and fascism in Europe.
People’s World 

International

Japanese Communist Party (JCP) Chairman Shiite Kazuo held a 
press conference in the Diet (parliament) on May 15 to criticise 
Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo’s attempt on Japan’s 
militarisation. Earlier on that day Abe released a report intending 
to reconstruct the legal basis for allowing Japan’s military forces 
to fi ght abroad (article 9 of the current Japanese constitution 
restricts Japan’s use of forces abroad). Japanese forces were 
sent to Afghanistan and Iraq to conduct activities like building 
roads in supporting the US’s invasions, but Japanese troops 
abroad did not fi ght in the battlefi eld due article 9. If Abe’s attempt 
succeeds, there will be no legal restriction for Japan to use force 
abroad. The JCP called for regional cooperation in Northeast Asia.

On May 26, the Information Offi ce of the State Council of China 
published the 2013 Human Rights Progress white paper, showing 
that China has achieved signifi cant improvements in human rights 
on freedom of speech, the languages of ethnic minorities and 
cultural diversity. According to the paper, the number of Chinese 
blogs and personal web pages has reached 437 million and the 
number of social network site users has reached 278 million by 
the end of 2013. Over 6.28 million disabled people in urban and 
rural areas receive minimum subsistence allowance, 4.0 million 
disabled people in urban areas and 16.4 million in rural areas 
are in the insurance system. China achieved economic, social 
and human rights development in regions mainly inhabited by 
ethnic minorities. Ninety-three percent of 34,244 deputies elected 
to the Tibetan People’s Congress are Tibetan or from other 
minority groups; 82.05% of offi cials in Tibet are from minority 
groups. The GDP of the Tibet Autonomous Region grew 12.5%.

On May 27, Vietnam president Truong Tan Song, praised 
the youth for their outstanding contributions to the country’s 
development at a meeting in Hanoi with 60 youth – model workers 
from State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs). He called on the young 
people to help in the development of the national economy, to 
pay attention to the Party and the building of the Youth Union. 
Delegates at the meeting proposed measures to promote the state 
sectors’ role in the socialist-oriented market economy. Youth in the 
SOEs have donated US$4.1 million to social welfare activities.

Region Briefs

Union condemns 
US role in Ukraine

A protester throws a petrol bomb at the trade union building in Odessa.

The three top officers of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America (UE) issued a statement on May 27 condemning 
the actions of the current coup government in power in Kiev and the 
role of the United States and its Western allies in fuelling the crisis in 
that nation. The full text of the statement follows:
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Vice President Joe Biden’s son Hunter Biden has joined the 
board of directors of Ukraine’s largest private gas company.
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PBS price rises

Re the Pharmaceutical Benefi ts 
Scheme, the Audit Commission 
has plans to “improve this integral 
part of our health system” by 
increasing the present co-payment 
per script of $36.90 to $41.90 for 
general patients and once above 
the safety net, from $6.00 to $11.00 
a script. It wants to raise the safety 
net from $1,421.20 to $1,613.77.

Concession card-holders will 
pay a fee of $2 (at present free) once 
they have reached the safety net of 
$360. They are spared any other 
“improvements”.

There will be a “set funding 
envelope”, a cute term for cap, with 

the addition of any new medications 
to the list coming at the cost of 
removing others or reducing the price 
paid to Big Pharma.

Pharmacies will be opened up 
to “competition” with deregulation 
of ownership and location rules 
– opening the way for Coles and 
Woolworths to force small family 
pharmacists out of business.

Lynne Fox
Sydney

Success story
It’s the great success story of 
clean energy in Australia you’ve 
probably never heard. For the 
last 10 years both major political 
parties have been throwing their 
support behind renewable energy. 
So much so it’s created nearly 
25,000 jobs, with up to 17,000 
more planned by 2020. You‘d 
be hard pressed to fi nd a more 
successful bipartisan policy than 
the Renewable Energy Target. 
Yet corporate interests are set 
to put all this at risk – and the 

culprit could be your own energy 
company.

Three of them – AGL, Origin 
Energy and Energy Australia – 
control 77 percent of the household 
energy market, and most of it comes 
from coal and gas. But the dramatic 
growth of solar and wind power is 
threatening their incredibly profi table 
near-monopoly. They just don’t want 
any competition. So they’re using 
their political muscle to try to destroy 
the Renewable Energy Target, which 
would lock out solar and wind and 
lock in higher household bills and 
climate-driving coal and gas power 
for decades to come.

Too much has been achieved in 
the past decade to wind back progress 
on renewables now. Australia 
generates enough electricity from 
renewable sources to power the 
equivalent of four million homes – 
that’s nearly half of all households.

While millions of Australians are 
taking control of their own electricity 
production using rooftop solar, the 
economic data shows solar and 
wind providers are actually driving 
power prices down for all of us. But 

the Dirty Three want to maintain 
their grip, let power prices rise, and 
consign us all to 19th century gas and 
coal-run technology.

We need to stop these energy 
corporations if we’re going to secure 
a strong Renewable Energy Target. 
It’s also fi rmly on our politicians’ 
agenda, with a national review 
currently underway. So, in coming 

weeks we’ll be launching a public 
advertising campaign they really 
won’t like. There will be loads of 
fun, powerful and headline-grabbing 
actions we can take together to tell 
the story the power companies don’t 
want you to hear.

More on all that soon.
Reece Turner

Greenpeace Australia Pacifi c

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Australian writers early developed their 
own tradition of realism. Encouraged by 
the editors of The Bulletin, they wrote of 
the reality of life and work in the bush, on 
the one hand, and in the mean little houses 
and grimy factories of the cities on the 
other. This realist literature was popular 
among Australian workers, but did not 
fi nd favour with right-wing academics like 
Dame Leonie Kramer.

As Frank Hardy wrote in April 1985, “as 
professor of Australian literature at Sydney 
University, she [Dame Leonie] has fostered a 
conservative, elitist approach to literature and 
a belief that creative writing should be judged 
by words, images and symbols and should not 
concern itself with injustice, with contradictions 
in society, or the real world of men and women.

“As editor of the so-called Oxford History 
of Australian Literature, professor Kramer 
has consolidated her hegemony: the book 
denigrates the mainstream school of Australian 
literature from Henry Lawson to the present-
day realists and fosters the formalist school 
from Christopher Brennan onwards.” Lawson 
was Dame Leonie’s “number one target”, says 
Hardy. “She has surrounded herself with staff 
who assertively attack the work of Lawson and 
later writers infl uenced by his tradition.”

Instead, Dame Leonie and other right-wing 
academics regularly championed the work of 
the middle class obscurantist Patrick White. 
Another of Dame Leonie’s cohorts, Professor 
Adrian Mitchell, wrote of Lawson’s prose in 
the aforementioned Oxford History: “Some of 
his stories catch brief glimpses of the old bush 
life, with the vantage point being that of the 

common man rather than the gentle reader.” 
Talk about damning with faint praise.

Mitchell also attempted to denigrate 
Lawson by saying “he took the side of the 
downtrodden, the unfortunate, the dispossessed 
… [but] in a now rather declamatory fashion.” 
As Hardy was quick to note, declaiming against 
injustice does not diminish the literary merit of 
Lawson’s work.

The English writer and actor Peter Ustinov 
astutely noted that Australian realist writing 
reminded him most forcefully of Maxim Gorki. 
But there was another tradition that emerged at 
the same time as the works of Henry Lawson 
et al: the genre novel, beginning with Fergus 
Hume’s The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab in 
1886.

The most popular genre form was (and 
remains) the crime novel, although fantasy is 
fast overtaking it today. I have just fi nished 
reading The Bitterbynde Trilogy by Cecilia 
Dart-Thornton which is very accomplished high 
fantasy by an Australian author of considerable 
talent (and imagination).

Genre novels are bound by the conventions 
of their particular genre. Readers know the 
conventions and expect their authors to follow 
them. Australian crime novels tended to abide 
by the conventions of their English counterparts 
initially, later taking up the conventions of the 
“hard-boiled” American school of private-eye 
novel and so-called police-procedural.

As any reader of crime fiction knows, 
for decades, the prevailing form in English 
detective novels dealt with murder amongst the 
well-to-do, with posh house parties disturbed 
by the discovery of a body on the tennis court 

or in the library. They were very seldom set 
amongst working class people engaged in their 
day-to-day work. Writing for television has to 
some extent changed that, but not nearly as 
much as one would like to see.

American crime fiction also favoured 
crimes involving celebrities or wealthy 
employers. American crime writers were not 
afraid to venture into the world of ordinary 
working class people but usually it was to 
illustrate an excursion into the “criminal 
underworld”.

Which makes the work of Australian crime 
novelist June Wright (1919–2012) particularly 
interesting. She wrote her novels while 
working full-time as a telephonist at the Central 
Telephone Exchange in Melbourne (and raising 
six children), and her debut novel, Murder In 
The Telephone Exchange (1948) was set in the 
exchange.

The protagonists, including the feisty 
narrator-cum-amateur-detective, are drawn 
from the men and (mainly) women who work 
there. One of the attractions of the book is the 
authentic glimpse it gives of a now-vanished 
workplace and technology, the arcane world of 
the manual telephone exchange.

Also authentic, of course, is her depiction 
of working life in the fi rst years of the post-
war decade, when young women fl ocked to the 
cities from the country in search of jobs. She 
shows us a world of boarding houses, trams, 
dances and “the pictures” for entertainment.

Even the murder weapon is a now-vanished 
piece of equipment: a “buttinski” (a device that 
allowed supervisors to interrupt the calls being 
handled by the telephonists).

Murder In The Telephone Exchange was 
the best-selling mystery in Australia in 1948. Its 
debut author must have been decidedly chuffed 
by the fact she actually outsold Agatha Christie. 
Regular readers of my columns will know that 
I am not a fan of Miss Christie, but she was at 
the time the undisputed “queen of crime”, so it 
was no small achievement.

The mystery of who brutally murdered 
an unpopular supervisor in the ladies’ loo is 
handled quite well, with the heroine becoming 
a target for the killer as she gets closer to the 
truth. My only quibble is the excessive amount 
of explanation that the author sees fi t to provide 
after the killer has been revealed.

When June Wright died at the age of 92, 
her novels were largely forgotten. However, 
they are being republished by Dark Passage, 
an imprint of Verse Chorus Press. Murder In 
The Telephone Exchange is the fi rst to appear, 
to be followed later this year by a previously 
unpublished mystery, Duck Season Death. 
The publishers promise that “the other fi ve 
novels will follow at intervals over the next 
two years”. The fi ve novels in question are: So 
Bad A Death, The Devil’s Caress, Reservation 
For Murder, Faculty Of Murder, and Make-up 
For Murder.

Genre fi ction is not everybody’s cup of tea, 
of course, but rescuing forgotten Australian 
authors is to be applauded in any case. Perhaps, 
if the venture is successful, someone will 
republish some of the realist novels originally 
brought out under the aegis of the Australasian 
Book Society.

Let us hope. 

From the cover of The Bitterbynde Trilogy Book III, The Battle of Evernight.
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Every month in Britain there 
are more and more people 

who cannot afford a place to live and 
are sleeping rough on the streets or 
in their car. At the same time, people 
who do have money are still building 
extravagant homes for themselves 
and being fi lmed as they do so by 
Kevin McCloud for Grand Designs, 
the new nine-part series of which 
starts this week (ABC1 Sundays 
from June 8 at 7.30pm).

This week’s home-builder is 
described as an “Entrepreneur”. 
Needing a bigger home for their 
family, he and his wife buy a 
derelict 1920s cinema in the heart 
of their home-town Thorne, in South 
Yorkshire. They restore the façade 
but destroy the rest and in its place 
erect a large, brutalist concrete 
“modernist” house that is the talk of 
the area.

The house is indeed remarkable, 
but the cinema gave pleasure to 
thousands, the house will give 
pleasure to half a dozen.

For aspiring musicians, the 
message coming from Arti-

fact (ABC2 Sunday June 8 at 
8.30pm), Jared Leto’s film about 
the making of the Thirty Seconds to 
Mars album “This Is War”, is that 
record companies will screw you 
every way imaginable. The fi lm is 
less about making the album than it 
is about the band’s battle with record 
label EMI.

The film reveals that when a 
band secures that coveted recording 
contract with a major label, the 
record company then takes between 
10 and 50 percent of everything the 

band makes thereafter, including 
not only income from recordings, 
but also from concerts, personal 
appearances, books, merchandise, 
fi lms, TV shows, you name it. After 
selling over four million copies 
of their album “A Beautiful Lie”, 
the American rock band had not 
received a penny from EMI. They 
thought they might do better if they 
made their next album on their own. 
Instead the record company sued 
them for $30 million.

It’s a study in what big business 
and its pursuit of profi t has done to 
the world of music.

I have not seen The VICE 
Guide To Liberia (SBS TWO 

Monday June 9 at 9.35pm), pre-
view discs apparently no longer 
being available from SBS. VICE 
documentaries allegedly “specialise 
in looking at international trouble 
spots or subcultures, while exploring 
uncomfortable truths”, which might 
account for why – unlike people who 
are friendly to the DPRK – they had 
to wait 18 months to get visas to visit 
last week’s subject, North Korea.

This week VICE travels to 
West Africa, to Liberia, the country 
founded by former African slaves 
returned from the USA. Now, 
however, after 14 years of civil war 
and imperialist intrigue, most of 
Liberia’s young people live in abject 
poverty, “surrounded by fi lth, drug 
addiction, and teenage prostitution. 
The former child soldiers who were 
forced into war have been left to 
fend for themselves, the murderous 
warlords who once led them in 
cannibalistic rampages have taken 
up as so-called community leaders, 
and new militias are lying in wait 
for the opportunity to reclaim their 
country from a government they 
rightly mistrust.”

Another country laid waste by 
the US drive for global power.  

Fifty years ago this month, the 
Beatles toured Australia, and 

received a proportionately greater 
reception than they got anywhere 
else in the world. In Adelaide, half 
the population turned out to line the 
streets to greet them! (A triumph 
for their publicists but also a tes-
timony to the co-operation of the 
media who helped to polish up their 
squeaky-clean image while ignoring 

completely the antics that went on in 
their hotel room after hours.)

To commemorate this footnote 
in Australia’s history, ABC-TV 
Adelaide has produced When The 
Beatles Drove Us Wild (ABC1 
Tuesday June 10 at 8.30pm), a one-
hour compilation of newsreel footage 
and interviews with musicians who 
supported the Beatles on stage, 
groupies who visited them in their 
hotel room, and Rock commentators 
trying to make the tour more 
important than it really was.

The spectacle of teenage girls 
screaming in unison for their musical 
heroes began in the 1940s with the 
bobby soxers swooning over Bing 
Crosby and Frank Sinatra. By the 
late ‘50s and early ‘60s, it was 
deafening. In 1958, I went to see 
Howard Hawk’s Rio Bravo at the 
Regent (a big picture palace) and 
couldn’t hear any of the dialogue 
because teen heartthrob Ricky 
Nelson had a supporting role. Every 

time he appeared the soundtrack was 
drowned-out by screaming.

A curiosity of the program 
is footage of the “fifth Beatle”, 
London drummer Jimmie Nicol, 
who deputised for Ringo in Adelaide 
whilst Ringo recovered from a bout 
of tonsillitis.

Shark Girl (ABC2 Wednes-
day June 11 at 8.30pm) is 

the inspiring story of 19-year-old 
Madison Stewart – activist, delin-
quent, fi lmmaker, and conservation-
ist – and her passionate fi ght to save 
the creature most of us fear: sharks.

The Great Barrier Reef, where 
Madison grew up, is a UNESCO 
World Heritage site, yet the sharks 
living there are not protected from 
commercial fishing. A staggering 
80,000 sharks can be hauled from its 
waters every year – killed for nothing 
more than cheap fi sh, pet food and a 
status symbol – shark fi n soup.

So turning passion into action, 
she sets out to stop the slaughter and 

shatter our perception of these alleged 
“killing machines”. Armed with just 
a video camera, she fearlessly swims 
with tiger sharks, feeds a rowdy gang 
of Caribbean reef sharks and removes 
fi shhooks from the mouths of oceanic 
silky sharks.

Madison also investigates other 
countries where, instead of “culling” 
sharks, they are protecting them, 
recognising their crucial importance 
as apex predators in preserving the 
health of both reefs and fi sh stocks.

This week’s episode of Secrets 
Of South America (ABC2 

Wednesdays from June 11 at 
9.30pm) deals with the popularity of 
beauty pageants amongst the poor in 
Venezuela, but along the way shows 
one of imperialism’s tried and tested 
tactics against socialist-leaning coun-
tries: the creation of shortages by 
blockades, embargoes and boycotts. 
British TV presenter, Billie JD Porter 
talks to women forced to queue for 
hours for essentials. 

Worth Watching
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Madison Stewart with Caribbean reef shark – Shark Girl (ABC2 Wednesday June 11 at 8.30pm).

Fremantle

Celebrate with us ...

Vic Williams’ 100th anniversary

Born 28th June 1914

3 pm 
Saturday June 28

Maritime Union of Australia
2-4 Kwong Alley North Fremantle

Guest Speaker : 
Jo Vallentine 

Former Greens WA Senator
Dr Hannah Middleton

Long time campaigner for peace and 
former CPA General Secretary

More info 0421 113 343 or 
cpaperth@gmail.com

Organised by 
the Communist Party of Australia, 

WA Branch

Join us in celebrating a life well lived.

Vic was a man true to his working class beliefs; 
a fi ghter for a better world, a thinker and a 
writer. Among his literary works are Harvest 
Time; Hammer and Seagulls; The Years of Big Jim; 
Along the Waterfront; Three Golden Giants; and 
Volcano on our Doorstep.
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Uri Avnery

According to press reports, 
President Barack Obama 
has decided to let Binyamin 
Netanyahu and Mahmoud Abbas 
“stew in their own juice.”

That sounds fair.
The United States has tried very 

hard to make peace between Israel 
and Palestine. Poor John Kerry has 
devoted almost all of his considerable 
energies to getting both sides to meet, 
to talk, to reach compromises.

At the end of nine months, 
he found out that it was a false 
pregnancy. No baby, not even a 
foetus. Nothing at all.

So American leaders are justifi ed 
in feeling angry. Angry at both sides. 
Neither of them has shown any 
willingness to sacrifi ce its interests 
in order to do a favour to Obama 
or Kerry. Ungrateful, these Middle 
Easterners.

So it seems that the reaction is 
justifi ed. You don’t want to fulfi l our 
wishes? Go to hell. Both of you.

The important word in these 
sentences is “both”.

But “both” is based on a lie.
When one says that “both” did 

not behave as expected, that “both” 
did not make the “necessary hard 
decisions” that “both” should stew 
in their own juice, one consciously 
or unconsciously assumes that they 
are equal. Nothing is further from 
the truth.

Israel is immeasurably stronger 
than Palestine in every material 
respect. One resembles a sleek 
American skyscraper, the other a 
dilapidated wooden shack.

Palestine is under occupation by 
the other half of “both”. Palestinians 
are totally deprived of all elementary 
human and civil rights. Average 
income in Israel is 20 times higher 
than in Palestine. Not 20%, but a 
staggering 2,000%. Militarily, Israel 
is a regional power, and in some 
respects a world power.

In this reality, speaking of “both” 
is at best ignorant, at worst cynical.

The very presentation of this 
picture of “both” is tantamount to 
acceptance of the Israeli narrative.

What does it mean for “both” to 
stew in their own juice?

For Israel, it means that it can 
continue to build new settlements on 
Arab land in the occupied West Bank 
without foreign interference. It can 
make life in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip ever harsher, in the hope 
that more and more Palestinians will 
prefer to leave. Arbitrary killings of 
civilians by occupation troops occur 
every few days.

Some of us realise that this course 
is leading to disaster in the form 
of a bi-national state, in which an 
ever-growing disenfranchised Arab 
majority will be ruled by the Jewish 
minority. That is called apartheid. 
But most Israelis don’t see it.

Israelis are happy, and never 
happier than this week. In a modern 
repetition of the Biblical David-
and-Goliath story, the Tel Aviv 
Maccabi basketball team beat the 
formidable Real Madrid team for the 
European championship. National 
pride has risen to Olympic heights. 
(In a childish race, President Peres 
and Prime Minister Netanyahu each 
tried to waylay the winning team on 
its way to the popular reception in 
Rabin Square, in order to bask in 
refl ected glory.)

So Israel can stew happily, the 
more so since the US continues to 
pay us their annual US$3 billion 
tribute, provide us with arms and use 
their UN veto power to protect us 
from international censure.

For the Palestinian side of 
“both”, stewing in their own juice 
means something very different.

The effort to achieve Fatah-
Hamas reconciliation proceeds 
slowly and can break down at any 
moment. It depends on Abbas’ success 
in forming a Unity Government 
composed of impartial “technocrats” 
and Hamas’ willingness to give up its 
sole rule in the Gaza Strip.

Almost all Palestinians want 
unity, but ideological differences 
run deep (though in practice 
the differences are now much 
shallower). But even if some kind 
of unity is achieved and recognised 
by the international community 
against Israel’s wish, what can the 

Palestinians actually do without 
violence?

They could, with the help of 
Saudi Arabia and the military junta in 
Egypt, establish some direct contact 
between the West Bank and Gaza 
and break the Israeli blockade on the 
Strip.

They can apply for admittance 
to some more international agencies 
and for more positive resolutions of 
the UN General Assembly, where the 
US veto does not apply but whose 
decisions have very little concrete 
effect.

They can encourage European 
countries and the international BDS 
movement to reinforce the boycott 
of the settlements or of Israel itself.

Altogether, not very much. 
The stewing period will enlarge 
even more the imbalance of power 
between “both” parties.

If the stewing lasts long enough, 
the “moderate” leaderships of Fatah 
and Hamas will be swept away, and 
Palestinian violence will raise its 
head again.

Conclusion: “Bothness”, which 
looks so fair and impartial, is in effect 
a policy of 100 percent support for 
the Israeli Right.

Will this strengthen anti-Israeli 
sentiment abroad?

Two weeks ago, a US Jewish 
organisation dropped a bombshell: 
in every country around the world 
there exists anti-Semitism, from 91% 
in the West Bank to 2% in Laos. (One 
may wonder where Laotians find 
Jews to hate.)

Every fifth person on earth 
harbours anti-Semitic prejudices. 
More than a billion human beings!!!

The organisation which invested 
so much money to finance such 
a world-wide poll is the (Anti-)
Defamation League. I put the “anti” 
in brackets, because its proper name 
should be the Defamation League. 

It is a kind of Thought Police in the 
service of the right-wing American 
Jewish establishment.

(Many years ago, when I was 
a Member of the Knesset, I was 
invited to give talks at 20 high-class 
American universities. The hosts 
were the Jewish chaplains who 
belong to the Bnei Brith (Beit Hillel) 
order. At the last moment, 19 talks 
were cancelled. In a secret letter, 
the Defamation League had told 
the chaplains that “though MK Uri 
Avnery cannot be called a traitor...” 
etc. etc. In the end, all the talks took 
place under the auspices of Christian 
chaplains.)

The publication of the devastating 
results of the poll exposed a curious 
fact: news about the rise of anti-
Semitism is received by many Jews 
with something strangely like joy.

I have often wondered about 
this phenomenon. For Zionists, the 
answer is simple: the terms anti-
Semitism and Zionism, like Siamese 
twins, were born at the same time. 
Anti-Semitism has always driven 
Jews to Israel, and still does (lately 
from France).

For other Jews, the source of the 
joy is less obvious. Jews in Europe 
have been surrounded by anti-
Semites for so long, that the sight 
of them seems normal. Discovering 
them again and again gives Jews a 
comfortable feeling of familiarity.

And there are, of course, the 
innumerable employees of the League 
and the other Jewish organisations, 
whose livelihood depends on the 
exposure of anti-Semites.

The interpretation of the poll 
itself is, of course, complete bullshit. 
People who expressed misgivings 
about Israeli policy were listed as 
anti-Semites. So are all inhabitants 
of the occupied territories who do 
not like their occupiers. Muslims in 
general, who see Israel in a negative 

light, are of course racists. A similar 
poll about anti-Russian racism may 
well achieve the same results in 
Ukraine.

A similar initiative is this 
week’s congress of the International 
Association of Jewish Lawyers and 
Jurists.

Jewish jurists may sound almost 
like a tautology. Every Jewish 
mother wants to boast of “my son, 
the doctor” or “my son, the lawyer”. 
In the US and many other countries, 
Jewish lawyers and judges seem to be 
in the majority.

This meeting has a specific 
aim: to convince the UN to abolish 
UNRWA, the UN agency concerned 
with Palestinian refugees. It was 
created after the 1948 war, during 
which some 750,000 Palestinians fl ed 
or were driven out of the territory that 
became Israel. Their descendents, 
who are also recognised as refugees, 
amount now to some six to seven 
million.

UNRWA feeds these refugees, 
protects them and educates them. It 
is true that it is a unique institution, 
expressing the bad conscience of the 
UN. It seems that the refugees from 
no other country have such a specifi c 
organisation to care for them.

Now the Jewish jurists are 
mounting an attack, directly guided 
by Israel, to abolish this organisation 
altogether. I suppose that the aim is 
to disband the Palestinian refugee 
camps which exist in several 
countries around Israel – Sabra and 
Shatila spring to mind – and disperse 
the refugees all over the planet, where 
they will be less of a pain in the neck 
for the Netanyahu government.

All this in the name of fairness 
and equality. Israelis and Palestinians 
can “both” stew in their own juice.

Very different juices, though.
Gush Shalom (Israeli Peace 
Block) 
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