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The 2014-15 federal budget is the most 
reactionary and blatant attack on the 
working people of Australia in recent 
history. Millions of low-income workers, 
families, young and old people, Indigenous 
Australians and people with a disability will 
be thrown deep into poverty. Dreams of a 
good education will be shattered, visits to 
a GP or a blood test will be put off and the 
number of homeless will rise. The budget 
lays out the fi rst steps in a fundamental 
change in the role of government along the 
lines spelt out in the National Commission 
of Audit report. The gap between rich and 
poor will become a chasm.

People were fed nothing but lies before the 
election, and that deceit continues in the budget 
statements and refusal of the Treasurer and 
government ministers to accept accountability 
for their actions. Millions of Australians 
are now fearful of what lies ahead of them. 
Overnight, they have been hit by a bombshell 
that could cut through their lives.

Opposition to the budget is mounting. Tens 
of thousands of people took part in March in 
May protests on Sunday in major cities. The 
opinion polls have turned dramatically against 
the government and Tony Abbott as PM.

Seven state and territory leaders met in 
Sydney – fi ve Liberal and two Labor. The West 
Australian Premier was the only absentee. The 
angry ministers were united in their rejection 
of the cuts which they could not possibly 
absorb. These include $80 billion in health and 
education over the next 10 years.

They demanded an urgent meeting of the 
Council of Australian Governments (COAG) 
which Abbott arrogantly rejected. They are 
furious over the cancellation of agreements and 
steadfastly refuse to call for an increase in the 
GST – three of them have elections within the 
next 12 months. It would be political suicide.

The corporate media deceitfully hammer 
the “budget emergency”,  “Labor’s mess” and 
“tsunami of government spending” line as fact. 
The budget defi cit and government debt as a 
proportion of GDP are amongst the lowest of 
any industrialised nation; the envy of many 
governments. It is pure fi ction.

The Audit Commission’s target of a 
budget surplus (profi t) of an arbitrary, one 
percent is adopted and used to defend cuts, but 

without any justifi cation for such a goal. The 
government is not a company with shareholders 
seeking profi ts, It should be responsible for 
raising income and providing services and 
governing for its people.

Community, welfare and church 
organisations and the wider population have 
seen through the lies. “We are not in the throes 
of a fi scal crisis but if we embark on this 
treacherous path of US-style austerity we will 
be staring down the barrel of a social crisis,” 
said St Vincent de Paul Society CEO Dr John 
Falzon.

Brazen lies

“Frankly I have never witnessed such 
a brazen attempt by any Prime Minister to 
ruthlessly and so quickly impose such a 
vindictive, hard, right, cruel and ideological 
agenda on the Australian people and our 
environment [and] then to try justify it by 
deliberately concocting a fake national budget 
emergency,” Australian Greens leader Christine 
Milne said in her budget reply speech.

“It’s breathtaking to watch the Prime 
Minister and his cigar smoking Treasurer 

together with their hand-picked commissioners 
of Audit, aided and abetted by the Murdoch 
press, try to con the community into believing 
that everyone has a moral obligation to share 
the burden of a confected crisis, arguing 
that the burden is being shared fairly, whilst 
making absolutely sure that the full weight 
is carried by those who have no power to 
fi ght back, the young, the sick, pensioners, 
students and those least able to shoulder it, not 
to mention the natural environment and future 
generations.”

Continued on page 2
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Imperialist regimes tend to talk loudly about freedom at their 
places of imprisonment. A sign outside the Guantánamo Bay prison 
camp describes the US as “honour bound to defend freedom”. 
Above the gates of the Nazi concentration camps, where many 
inmates were worked to death, signs declared: “Arbeit macht frei”, 
or “work liberates”! Come to think of it, that’s a bit like the way 
the Abbott regime reverses the truth, for example promising not to 
introduce new taxes or interfere with pensions before the election, 
and trying to do exactly the opposite afterwards. We intend to play 
a role in sweeping them from government, but we really need your 
support, so please send us something for the next edition. Many 
thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Tom Costa $50, M H $200, Mark Mannion $5, 
“Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $270 Progressive total: $3,260.

Research Fund hoax
The government attempts to pit the billions of dollars in cuts and 

charges against medical research, by claiming the savings (includ-
ing from co-payments) will be invested in a new Medical Research 
Future Fund. The Fund’s target is $20 billion with its interest income 
allocated to research programs. (Not the $20 billion just the interest 
for research.)

The relatively small amount that it would provide could be better 
taken out of general revenue as a progressive tax, but the govern-
ment’s way will see average income earners and poor Australians who 
see the doctor most pay for the research fund with their co-payments.

Over three years medical research will get $276 million but almost 
$10 billion will be taken out of hospitals and from the sick through 
the co-payment in that same period.

The people, mostly those on low incomes, who are paying for the 
Fund, are hardly likely to afford the benefi ts of the research when they 
cannot afford a visit to the GP or their medications. This is simply 
a trick so that Abbott can destroy health care but not be accused of 
a broken promise not to cut health funding – he can still claim the 
research fund as a part of the health budget – even though he has 
slashed front line services for health care (see page 5).

Thin edge of wedge
Governments make what sound like small incremental increases 

but which add up over time. This can be seen from the history of 
Pharmaceutical Benefi ts Scheme co-payments for age pensioners. 
Prior to 1990, scripts for pensioners were free. Then a fee of $2.50 was 
introduced which cut out after a threshold of $130 (52 scripts) was 
reached. Pensioners received a “pharmaceutical allowance” to cover 
52 scripts to soften public opposition – no one would be worse off.”

But once the principle of free pharmaceuticals was breached, it 
was only a matter of time before the co-payment and threshold crept 
up in small annual increments, fi rst under the Howard government 
then the Labor Rudd and Gillard governments. The pharmaceutical 
allowance did not keep up – it is only $3.10 a week, almost covering 
the cost of 27 scripts but the threshold after which they become free 
is 60 weeks. Pensioners who rely on four or more scripts a month are 
already $200 per annum worse off and the government is determined 
to widen the gap.

If the budget measures were passed the proposed Medicare and 
PBS increases could see pensioners out of pocket by close to $500 
per annum before being eligible for free medical services and scripts.

The Medicare co-payment is set at $7 – as if it’s not much – 
but it will not remain at $7. And even so there is a high chance 
that GPs will simply now choose to charge the full AMA fee of $72. 
Australians’ rights to health care are being scrapped and patients 
will again become beggars in the GP waiting room, i.e. begging to 
be bulk billed. It is the thin edge of the wedge and spells the death 
of bulk billing and Medicare.

Likewise the government’s advice to state governments to intro-
duce fees for “GP equivalent visits to emergency departments” is 
unworkable. It is the thin edge of the wedge for introducing fees for 
public patients in public hospitals.

The amount of the co-payment may not sound large to Treasurer 
Joe Hockey who compares it with a couple of middies of beer. But 
to an unemployed person who is about to spend six months with 
no income under the government’s vicious new legislation, or for 
a pensioner, a sole parent or family on low wages, it could prove 
beyond their means.

In addition to the attack on bulk billing and the PBS, mental, 
dental, Indigenous and a range of preventative health programs face 
defunding. National Partnership Agreements with the states also face 
the axe. States face an $80 billion shortfall in anticipated income 
over the next ten years and do not want to wear the unpopularity 
of pushing for an increase in the GST.

The main agenda is to cut costs, cut corporate taxes, raise the 
GST and privatise the public health system. The 2014-15 budget 
takes the fi rst steps in the National Commission of Audit’s agenda 
for the complete privatisation and Americanisation of Australia’s 
health system. (See Guardian, “National Commission of Audit Report: 
Destruction of Medicare”, #1637, 07-05-2014) Written by the Business 
Council of Australia, its members, stand to be the main benefi ciaries.

Continued from page 1
“If you are privileged, the 

Liberals will protect that privilege. 
If you are already struggling they will 
stamp you down and make your life 
harder,” Senator Milne said.

Big business stands to gain in 
coming years from privatisations, 
outsourcing of government functions, 
tax cuts and concessions, abolition 
of the carbon and minerals resource 
rental taxes, and infrastructure 
construction. The big mining 
companies, banks and insurance 
companies, construction companies 
and Big Pharma, in particular, will 
make a killing.

“To  improve  bus iness 
opportunities, we are cutting 
company tax by 1.5 percentage points 
for around 800,000 businesses,” 
Hockey shamelessly told Parliament.

The ABC and SBS are lined 
up for a death by a thousands cuts 
despite pre-election promises to the 
contrary, some still to be announced. 
The ABC’s $220 million, 10-year 
contract with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
to run the Asia Pacific television 
service, Australia Network, is being 
cancelled. This is the contract that 
Rupert Murdoch missed out on, 
now being taken off the public 
broadcaster.

Gutting social 
spending

It cannot get much crueller than 
denying young people the right 
to unemployment benefi ts for six 
months and then an obligatory six 
months of “work for the dole”. What 
options are they left with? Begging 
on the streets, prostitution, joining 
the black economy on starvation 
wages and no workers’ compensation 
cover, or suicide?

Those unemployed who manage 
to qualify for the dole face a whole 
new, punitive regime. (See page 3)

There are massive cuts to the 
family tax benefi ts scheme. At the 
same time families face the loss of 
bulk-billing with a $7 co-payment for 
medical services and higher prices 
for pharmaceuticals.

The co-payment is a tax on the 
sick, including young unemployed 
with no means of support, that will 
only result in more serious illne ss, 
longer hospital waiting lists and even 
deaths. (See page 5)

The budget totally neglects dental 
health and lays into preventative 
health programs. National Partnership 
Agreements with the states are also 
on the chopping block including 
a back-down on commitments to 
the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme.

Public education is in the fi ring 
line, with deregulation of university 
fees, higher interest rates on and 
earlier repayment of student loans 
(HECS/HELP), abandonment of 
Gonski funding, and axing of the 
“Tools for your Trade” apprenticeship 
assistance program.

Across the board, pensions, 
benefi ts, allowances, public sector 
salaries, Medicare rebates and 
other payments are being frozen, 
reduced by changing the method of 
indexation, abolished or eligibility 
requirements tightened to deny 
people access.

Seniors are looking at the loss of 
important concessions with federal 
subsidies being wiped. Another 
16,400 public service jobs will be 

axed as departments and programs 
are shut down or gutted.

In sharp contrast to the permanent 
cuts hitting the most disadvantaged, 
the two percent “deficit levy” on 
taxable incomes above $180,000 
only runs for three years.

One hundred and fi fty programs 
for Indigenous Australians are 
replaced by fi ve and more than half 
a billion dollars stripped, including 
from health programs.

Trashing the 
environment

“… this government has become 
medieval in their attack on science 
and research and evidence based 
policy to the extent that CSIRO, 
Bureau of Meteorology and its 
environmental science programs 
have lost $142 million. But compare 
this with the funding of $250 million 
which has been directed to the 
school chaplaincy program with the 
added restriction of requiring it to 
be delivered by a religious provider 
with no option for secular welfare 
providers,” Christine Milne pointed 
out in her budget reply.

“Our natural environment 
will suffer a vicious assault as 
environmental powers are to be 
transferred from the Commonwealth 
to the states, or even local government 
or anyone for that matter. Decades 
of environmental protection and 
the legal work of environmental 
defenders offi ces has been trashed.”

The mining sector will continue 
to receive billions of dollars in 
subsidies – increasing from $13 
billion to $14 billion – including the 
fossil fuel rebate. (see page 3)

The billions of dollars that 
can be found for infrastructure are 
mostly directed to building roads 
and tollways. Public transport and 
environmental programs come a poor 
last.

Military budget
At the same time as cutting 1,500 

civilian staff, the government plans 
to give military spending a big boost 
in line with the Audit report. It is set 
to rise from just under $30 billion to 
the equivalent of two percent of GDP 
within 10 years –$40 billion or more 
in today’s prices.

According to research done 
by the Australia Institute, the 
“government would have had an 
additional $38 billion for last year’s 
federal government budget and 
would have collected an extra $169 
billion over the past seven years had 
it not been for unsustainable income 
tax cuts that were made in the lead 
up to the GFC.” (tai.org.au, Matt 
Grudnoff, “Tax cuts that broke the 
budget”) These tax cuts primarily 
benefi ted those on high incomes.

Add to that the billions of lost 
revenue due to company tax cuts, 
it clearly reveals that there could 
have been a large budget surplus if 
the ideological and political will had 
been there.

The aim is to eventually wind 
back company taxation, with the 
government relying on the regressive 
GST and other indirect taxes.

Govt change in role
The federal government is 

attempting to divest itself of basic 
social responsibilities, of raising 
central revenue and funding social 
needs and infrastructure out of 
that income. It is abrogating its 

responsibilities to the people, its 
international responsibilities (foreign 
aid, international treaties, etc.), 
turning its back on the environment, 
responsibilities that bourgeois 
democratic governments have, to 
varying degrees, held to.

The main thrust of the Audit 
and this budget is down a very 
reactionary, narrow and dangerous 
path. The Abbott government sees 
itself responsible to big business, not 
the people who elect it.

It also holds tightly to the 
US-Australia military alliance. As 
can be seen by the planned massive 
hike in military spending, the 
government is preparing for war. 
The intelligence, policing and other 
security organisations are also spared 
destructive cuts.

Another extremely concerning 
aspect of the budget is the lack of 
accountability for the government’s 
actions, the secrecy and deceit 
surrounding the budget and 
following its release. Hockey, 
Abbott, Education Minister Chris 
Pyne and Finance Minister Mathius 
Cormann all treat the public with 
utter contempt; they are dismissive 
and arrogant when questioned about 
their lies.

This horror budget is only the 
fi rst step with much worse to come 
if the Abbott government is not 
defeated. It should be seen in context 
with a number of other reviews and 
whitepapers in the pipeline, the 
Royal Commission witch hunt into 
the trade unions, industrial relations 
legislation, and plans to slash or 
abolish the minimum wage and 
penalty rates.

Defeating 
the budget

The task now is to defeat the 
budget and throw out the Abbott 
Government. If the Labor Party, 
Australian Greens and populist-
sounding right-winger Clive Palmer 
hold to their post-budget statements, 
then that should be possible.

Abbott remains as arrogant and 
confi dent as ever that he can do 
deals and push the budget through 
the Senate. One of the big questions 
will be supply, whether any of 
these parties are prepared to block 
the supply bills that are required 
by the government to carry on its 
day-to-day business – particularly 
if Hockey tries to slip specific 
measures such as the Medicare 
co-payment in them.

This government was elected 
on the basis of large-scale deceit 
and cover-up of it anti-people, anti-
environment policies. It cannot be 
allowed to implement those policies 
which would cause untold suffering, 
cost lives, destroy the social fabric of 
society and take Australia back to the 
conditions of 19th century Britain.

The strength and unity of the 
struggle outside of Parliament is 
critical. This includes taking to 
the streets such as in the March in 
May actions last weekend, joint 
community trade union actions, 
and lobbying hard all MPs and 
Senators. There are clear divisions 
within the ranks of the Coalition and 
there is nothing like an MP facing 
electoral loss to build pressure within 
government ranks.
More budget details on pages 3, 
4 and 5. Further analysis and a 
People’s Budget in coming issues 
of the Guardian. 
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Abbott govt promotes climate 
change, rewards polluters
Peter Mac

The Abbott government’s fi rst 
budget imposes many penalties 
on Australian workers and their 
families. However, the industries 
with the biggest carbon emissions 
not only emerge unscathed, but 
actually benefi t because of the 
removal of the carbon tax.

The budget speech failed 
to mention climate change, but 
the budget itself reveals that the 
government wants to cut funding to 
renewable energy agencies or abolish 
them altogether. If the government 
gets its way, funding for programs 
intended to track or mitigate climate 
change will be cut from $5.75 billion 
to $500 million in 2017-18, with 
specifi c impacts as follows:

* The Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency, which had $2.5 
billion in funding and was responsible 
for promoting innovations in 
renewable energy, has been dumped 
in the budget.

* The Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation, which provided 
funding for the development of new 
renewable energy systems, is also 
likely to be dumped when and if 
the government gains control of the 
Senate.

* The CSIRO, the nation’s 
primary scientifi c institution, which 
has tracked climate change and 
issued many warnings about its 
menacing impact, will lose $111 
million per annum.
• The Bureau of Meteorology, the 

national weather forecaster, is due 
to lose $10 million in funding.

• The Australian Climate 
Change Science Program is to 
be swallowed up into another 
agency.

• The “million solar roofs” 
program has been dumped.

• The ABC, the nation’s 
broadcaster, has been the primary 
source of information on climate 
change in the mass media, now 
faces major funding cuts.

An ineffective plan 
cut in half

Even the government’s own 
climate change strategy, the 
pathetically weak and grossly 

misnamed “direct action” scheme, 
has been cut. Four weeks ago the 
Environment Minister pledged $2.55 
billion for the scheme, but in the 
budget this had been more than cut 
to only $1.14 billion. 

Other nations are aiming for 
emission cuts of 19 percent by 
2020 and 40-60 percent by 2030, 
but “direct action” only aims to 
reduce the nation’s greenhouse 
gas emissions by five percent by 
2020, and even that fi gure is now in 
question.

Under the “direct action” 
scheme industries would be paid 
by the taxpayer to reduce their rates 
of pollution. The biggest-emitting 
130 companies would be invited to 
submit “reverse auction” bids, and 
those who offered the “smallest bids” 
(the greatest reductions in emissions) 
would win the rewards.

The scheme would be funded 
over the next four years, but there 
has been no commitment to funding 
it beyond that period.

The 130 companies would 
only be subject to penalties if they 
increased their level of emissions 
beyond the maximum level emitted 
by any company over the last fi ve 
years.

The government has no intention 
of actually lowering the permissible 
level of emissions below that point 
over time, and in any case there is 
no guarantee that any action would 
be taken against companies that 
exceed it. In an unbelievably feeble 
statement the Environment Minister 
Greg Hunt said: “If they breach 
that, then that may be the cause for 
discussion or activity”.

The penalties for exceeding the 
specifi ed level have not been defi ned, 
nor have the rewards for reducing 
emissions. Moreover, no penalties 
would be imposed before 2015. 
The government has given a vague 
undertaking that a committee will 
overview the scheme’s operations, 
but otherwise there appear to be no 
compliance mechanisms to ensure 
that companies cooperate.

Companies not included in the 
nominated 130 worst polluters would 
not be obliged to improve their act, 
even though they produce about half 
of Australia’s emissions. Climate 
change expert Frank Jotzo has said 

the scheme would not lead to any 
signifi cant cuts in emissions.

Coal and gas 
rule the day

The government’s complete 
subservience to the coal and gas 
industries is shockingly evident in its 
concurrence with proposals to dump 
three million tons of sludge into the 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, to 
facilitate the movement of vessels 
carrying coal. The UN has voiced 
deep concern and may officially 
declare the Reef in danger next year.

The main beneficiaries of 
the budget will include the coal 
and gas industries, the petroleum 
industry and those involved in road 
construction. The fuel tax will not 
seriously affect petrol sales, because 
many Australians have little choice 
but to travel by road because of the 
lack of adequate public transport.

Farmers will lose the diesel 
fuel rebate, but the mining industry 

will still get it, on the government’s 
ridiculous excuse that mining 
vehicles don’t use public roads.

The government has attempted 
to justify the budget cuts by 
pointing to Australia’s national 
debt. It’s certainly true that debts 
are unwelcome because they incur 
interest. However, the nation’s per 
capita debt level and ratio of debt to 
national income are extremely low 
compared to most other developed 
nations.

There is absolutely no excuse 
for the ruthless cuts proposed for 
climate change authorities or related 
institutions – nor, for that matter the 
cuts to welfare, pension entitlements, 
education, health and other crucial 
government services.

In fact money is being squandered 
on payments to polluting industries 
to cut their emissions, rather than 
penalising them for not doing so 
– not to mention the $12.4 billion 
purchase of 58 new fi ghter aircraft 
(which the US Congress refused 

to buy because of the cost), the 
offshore processing of applications 
for asylum, (which is hugely more 
expensive than rapid processing on 
the mainland), and the construction 
of massive new road networks (rather 
than effi cient rail transport systems), 
among other things.

The global impact of climate 
change is now clearly evident. The 
average annual global temperature is 
rising, as is the sea level. Huge fl oods 
like those currently devastating 
Bosnia and Serbia are on the 
increase, and the rate of extreme 
weather events in the US has more 
than doubled since 1980.

Graeme Pearman, scientist 
and former leader of the CSIRO 
atmospheric research team, 
commented that the government is 
“not concerned about our children 
and grandchildren’s future at all.”

But plenty of other people are, 
and they’re the ones who will oust 
the Abbott government from power, 
hopefully in the near future. 

Sydney March in May. (Photo: Jill)

Pete’s Corner
Sydney
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Hockey’s fi rst federal budget has 
shocked most Australians, even 
some residents of the big end of 
town. How are the unemployed 
and other impoverished, 
marginalised people meant to live 
and move out of their predicament 
on so little income or no income?

“The changes to Newstart 
[Allowance] look pretty tough,” 
Business Council of Australia chief 
executive Jennifer Westacott said 
last week. “When you look at that 
against the unemployment figure 
going up, can this be done?” While 
tens of thousands of Australians have 
marched to express their anger at 
the prospect of greater poverty and 
suffering fl owing from the federal 
budget, doubts are plaguing some 
business circles that a burgeoning 
and increasingly restive underclass 
will be created. Even they are asking 
whether that is “sustainable”.

The fears are as justifi ed as the 
attacks are savage. “Pretty tough” 
is an understatement. People under 
30 years of age will have to wait 
six months to receive Newstart. 
The under 25s will have the same 
qualifying period for access to 
Youth Allowance. Then it will be 
six months of “work for the dole”. If 
there is no job forthcoming at the end 
of that stretch of virtual slave labour, 
it will be another six months without 
income.

Young people without family 
support will be hardest hit. Some 
will be forced to move back to 
unsatisfactory family circumstances. 
Homeless services,  already 
stretched beyond their limit, are 
bracing themselves for an influx 
of clients. “An allowance of $205 
per week sees many young people 
living on a diet of rice and bread, so 
what will they eat when they have 
no money?”, Jenny Smith of the 
Council to Homeless Persons asks.

The eligibility age for the dole 
is also being raised from 22 to 25, 
condemning many to the much 
lower Youth Allowance rate.

Business circles are also 
wondering how the government 
is going to provide for its demand 
to be met that people, especially 
young people, must be “earning or 
learning”. University fees are set 
to skyrocket and the TAFE system 
is suffering from years of neglect 
by authorities favouring private 
providers. Ten skills programs are 
to be axed by the budget to achieve 
a short-sighted saving of $1billion.

Standing like a threat to 
unemployed Australians is Abbott’s 
“Green Army”. It is supposedly a 
“volunteer” organisation devoted 
to cleaning creeks and waterways, 
planting trees and putting up fences. 
Workers will receive between $304 
and $494 a week – way below 
the minimum wage of $622. 
“Volunteers” will be exempt from 

Commonwealth workplace laws 
like the Work Health and Safety 
Act, Fair Work Act and the Safety, 
Rehabilitation and Compensation 
Act. The thinking behind the scheme 
is that experience of the “Green 
Army” will soften younger workers 
up for lower wages and fewer 
entitlements. It is also a threat to 
award rates of pay and conditions.

Anger will spill over at some 
stage. The “debt crisis” rhetoric is 
not cutting through for the Coalition. 
Neither is the line about everybody 
being expected to do their bit. 
Big business is being benefi ted as 

usual, relieved of taxes and looking 
forward to lucrative infrastructure 
projects and privatisation. Higher 
income earners (those pulling in 
over $180,000 p.a.) are being asked 
to contribute another two percent 
in income tax until 2017. We’ll see 
how much that measure will deliver 
after the accountants get on the job.

The longer-term unemployed, 
on the other hand, will defi nitely 
be paying with their well-being and 
their income. Single recipients of 
Newstart will lose $6,636.50 during 
the stint of six months they face 
without income.

The public is aware the 
unemployed are not the only group 
to suffer from swingeing cuts to 
their income and benefi ts. Those on 
the Age Pension and the Disability 
Support Pension are big losers, too. 
But the affect on the unemployed 
is going to be the harshest and 
most immediate. The changes to 
their benefi ts and social security 
payments must not be passed or 
horse-traded by the Senate. Pressure 
from outside – from people on the 
streets, organising in workplaces and 
the community – will be key. 

Budget goes after 
victims of failing system

The Budget will instantly hit 
workers through higher medical 
bills and higher petrol prices but 
there is another serious threat – 
that is to their job security from 
the brutal slashing of industry 
programs meant to rescue and 
expand manufacturing.

The Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) fears 
that the axing of 10 major industry 
programs could bring forward auto 
job losses, reduce Australian con-
tent on major projects and strangle 
new technology fi rms and com-
panies struggling to diversify into 
new markets.

The cutting of $846 million 
in these varied industry programs 
over fi ve years cannot be replaced 
by a single Entrepreneurs Infra-
structure Program with just over 
half that funding.

When combined with cutbacks 
to CSIRO research funds, abandon-
ing the renewable energy industry 
and nastily stripping apprentices of 
their tool allowances it adds up to 
a government with no care for jobs 
and workers. 

“Health and education are 
clearly the headline issues, but 
cuts across the board to industry, 
innovation and job creation will be 
silent killers for small and medium 
manufacturers,” said AMWU 
national president Andrew Dettmer.

“Australian industry – espe-
cially manufacturing – is already 
struggling through a lack of 

government investment and new 
free-trade deals with Japan and 
Korea.

“The car industry’s announced 
closure will soon see tens of thou-
sands out of work. But this budget 
provides no relief, with further cuts 
to industry, cuts to research and 
innovation and no future plan for 
job creation.”

Programs on the $846 million 
chopping block include the Aus-
tralian Industry Participation Pro-
gram, Commercialisation Australia, 
Enterprise Solutions, the Innova-
tion Investment Fund, the Industry 
Innovation Council, Enterprise 
Connect, and Industry Innovation 
Precincts.

“These programs were sup-
ported by industry, employers 
and unions as being excellent job 
creators and support for business, 
particularly for SMEs [small to 
medium enterprises],” said Mr 
Dettmer.

There has been no consultation 
over how their replacement, the 
Entrepreneurs Infrastructure Pro-
gram can use a paltry $461 million 
to make sure that innovation stays 
in Australia.

The cutting of the Australian 
Industry Participation Program 
means there will be no compulsion 
on developers of major projects 
over $500 million to provide a plan 
for compulsory Australian content, 
particularly metals fi rms in the 
mining states.

Premature job shedding in the 
auto industry is a risk as the Abbott 
governments cuts $837.7 million to 
the auto industry, including ending 
the Automotive Transformation 
Scheme ATS) from 2018 and ditch-
ing the Supporting Automotive 
Sector jobs scheme.

Cuts of $200 million to pro-
grams over this and the next fi nan-
cial years could see car makers exit 
early.

“The ATS money should be 
redirected immediately to parts 
manufacturers to allow them to 
transition, money is needed for 
training and assistance as the $100 
million Growth Fund is woefully 
inadequate,” Mr Dettmer said.

The AMWU estimates that 
$6.4 billion in potential contracts 
for Australian fi rms could be sent 
overseas as a result of cuts to 
research and innovation bodies 
working with industry.

The Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency will be abolished 
for a saving of $338 million.

The CSIRO takes a $111 million 
hit over four years, the Australian 
Nuclear Science and Technology 
Organisation cut by $27.6 million – 
while the PM’s science prize gets a 
grant of $5.5 million.

“Research and development 
is being stripped while Mr Abbott 
awards prizes, it’s typical of this 
government’s warped priorities,” 
he said. 

Budget hits industry 
and jobs

Funding to the ABC is to be cut by 
$120 million over next four years. 
And further cuts are threatened. 
The Budget has delivered a cut 
to the ABC’s operational fund-
ing of almost $40 million over the 
next four years. In addition, the 
government has announced it will 
terminate the $220 million con-
tract the ABC had to deliver the 
Australia Network international 
broadcasting service.

“The Liberal-National Coalition 
has broken its promise,” said 
Glenys Stradijot, ABC Friends 
national spokesperson.

“Its cuts to the national 
broadcaster demonstrate a lack of 
respect for voters. They reveal a 
lack of support for the country’s 
foremost cultural institution.

“And the government’s descrip-
tion of these cuts as a ‘down pay-
ment’ on the review presently 
underway into the ABC’s operations 
is alarming. It sends a message that 
further cuts are ahead.”

Ms Stradijot said the impact 
will be huge because the ABC was 
already seriously under-funded 
to do its job before the cuts were 
announced. Its operational funding 
has decreased in real terms by 22.5 
percent since 1986.

The May Budget cuts will 

undoubtedly lead to ABC staff 
numbers being slashed. This means 
more repeats, less investigative 
journalism and fewer enriching and 
in-depth programs.

Australia Network
Ms Stradijot said it is “simply 

unbelievable” that any government 
with the long-term interests of the 
nation at heart would shut down 
Australia Network. Other govern-
ments are vying for the infl uence 
that broadcasting affords in the Asia 
Pacifi c region. They appreciate its 
importance to building positive rela-
tions and trade with their country.

“The axing of Australia 
Network appears to be the fi rst stage 
of a reward for Murdoch-owned 
media outlets having campaigned 
for the Coalition in the last election. 
The government has already 
declared its interest to amend the 
legislation that presently prevents it 
from handing over Commonwealth-
funded international broadcasting to 
the News Corp-backed Sky News 
service.

“Australians voted for a govern-
ment that promised not to cut the 
ABC. ABC Friends will actively 
oppose the cuts. We are urging the 
Senate to block the Budget,” said 
Glenys Stradijot. 

Federal Budget 2014:

ABC Friends urges 
Senate to block 
Budget

The TAFE system is suffering from years of neglect by authorities favouring private providers – education featured 
highly in the March in May protest in Sydney. (Photo: Linda)
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In the same breath as declaring 
“the government is committed to 
Medicare,” Treasurer Joe Hockey 
laid out the fi rst steps in the 
government/big business plans to 
destroy Medicare and the public 
hospital system. “This is the 
murder of Medicare. Ending bulk 
billing will go down in history as 
the worst health policy decision 
in over 40 years,” said Doctors’ 
Reform Society (DRS) national 
president, Dr Con Costa. If the 
health measures in this budget 
are passed by the Senate, it will 
spell the beginning of a very 
painful destruction of Medicare 
over coming years and the full 
privatisation and Americanisation 
of health care in Australia.

The budget goes right to the 
fundamental underpinnings of 
Medicare – attacking universal 
access to quality care, bulk billing 
and no-fee public hospital care. Bulk 
billing means the patient does not 
pay a cent when seeing a medical 
practitioner, having pathology or 
other tests or treatment. People pay 
through their taxes including the 
Medicare levy according to income. 
Medicare pays the provider directly 
out of central revenue raised through 
the taxation system.

The introduction of a $7 
co-payment is the death of bulk 
billing. It is dishonest to cover up the 
destruction of Medicare by referring 
to patients paying a $7 or any other 
co-payment, as being “bulk billed”.

Concession card-holders and 
children under 16 are hit with the $7 
charge for the fi rst 10 services in a 
year and then no fee. The co-payment 
will be waived for a few small groups 
of patients such as those with chronic 
disease management items.

One GP wrote to the DRS saying:
“I see about 150 patients a 

week, maybe 25 are middle class 
uni students whose Mum would 
pay $7 for a consult plus or minus 
a bit more for their STI [sexually 
transmitted infection] screen. 
My other workplaces are a clinic 
for homeless young people (zero 
chance of collecting co-payment), 
two hostels for the severely mentally 
ill (zero chance of collecting 
co-payment) and a general practice 
in a community health centre in 
Brisbane’s poorest suburb where I 
see pensioners and the working poor 
(might extract a co-payment from a 
few but diffi cult).

“It’s not like I have rich patients 
who I can charge $70 to subsidise 
the others. And of course I can see 
more life-threatening, untreated 
pathology in an afternoon than a GP 
in a politician’s home suburb sees in 
a year. I can also see more doctor-
threatening patients in an afternoon 
than the aforementioned GPs in a 
year, and I don’t think attempting to 
extract a co-payment would improve 
their mood.

“I think we need to be clear 
that both the co-payment and 
rebate reduction suck, this is 
Americanisation of our health 
system, people didn’t vote for it, and 
Tony is giving us a great big new 
sick tax. He’s also attacking doctors 
who treat the sickest people in our 
society.”

The co-payment is a tax on the 
poor. If they cannot pay the tax, they 
are denied access to health care – a 
position indicative of the contempt 
the government and big business 
hold for working people. It spells 
the death of universal access. The 
only other alternative is for a GP to 
forgo the co-payment. But then, as 
the Brisbane doctor points out, the 
GP is hit by the government with 
an $11.80 penalty – their rebate is 
cut by $5 and they miss out on a 
$6.80 low gap incentive payment 
when concession-holders pay the 
$7 co-payment.

Many GPs and pathology 
services have already stopped bulk 
billing following several decades of 
frozen and below CPI increases in 
rebates. They did so for economic 
survival as an alternative to fast 
tracking patients and reducing the 
level of care.

The co-payment will see many 
GPs in poorer suburbs or regional or 
rural areas forced to move to more 
prosperous areas or go fully private 
– charging high fees instead of the 
$7 co-payment.

Most bulk billing GPs have 
running costs around 40-50 percent 
of gross income and bulk billing 
GPs working in Medical Centres as 
contactors pay the medical centre 
owner around 50 percent of their 
rebates. While the rebate is cut, the 
costs of running a practice remain 
the same, so the outcome is a net 
reduction in income of 30-50 percent 
or more. There are also the added 
administrative and accounting costs 
of collecting the co-payment.

The $7 co-payment to be paid 
by all, like all other payments in the 
budget, will increase in future years 
but the Abbott government did not 
have the political guts to say when 
or by how much.

“Pensioners, the elderly the sick 
and the poor have all been targeted – 
but also a clear signal is being given 
to GPs to stop bulk billing or they 
will be bankrupted,” Dr Costa said.

“If GPs stop bulk billing, the 
cost to see a GP will be around $72 
(the Australian Medical Association 
rate) and thus the co-payment will 
then be $36 for the GP and $36+ for 
the blood test and $36+ for the Xray. 
Health costs will quickly become out 
of the reach of many Australians.”

A private billing GP on the other 
hand will still get $70 and their 
patients will receive $5 less in their 
rebate under the Budget proposals. 
The wealthy won’t notice it.

The proposed new safety net 
thresholds at which Medicare rebates 
increase are $1,000 for families, $700 
for singles and $400 for concession-
card holders. Historically, the 
majority of people accessing the 
general safety net are on higher 
incomes – those on low incomes are 
more likely to rely on bulk billing.

Medications hit hard
The budget also hits the sick 

with hefty increases in the cost of 
medications. In 2015, the $36.90 
co-payment (price of script) is to rise 
to $42.70 and the annual safety net 
threshold by $176.60 to $1,597.80 for 
scripts after which the co-payment 
would fall to the concession card-
holder rate.

This concessional rate is also 
targeted with an increase from $6 
to $6.90 per script. The present 
concessional safety net threshold 
is $360 – set at 60 scripts in a year 
– after which scripts are free. The 
budget proposes to increase this to 62 
scripts in 2015 lifting the threshold to 
$427.80. It also includes future rises 
of two scripts per annum up to 68 in 
2018.

At the same time the government 
avoids making a tough deal with 
Big Pharma on the price we pay 
for generic off-patent medications, 
which would save billions of 
dollars. For example, the Australian 
government pays $42 for off-patent 
cholesterol tablets Simvastatin, but in 
New Zealand they only pay $3 and in 
Great Britain $2!

Privatisation
The government is moving 

towards means testing Medicare, 
compulsory private heal th 
insurance for medical and hospital 
cover. Neither the government nor 
the Audit Commission provide 
any evidence for their claims of 
unsustainable health spending. It 
is one of many lies that underpin 
the government’s attempts to try to 
justify the unjustifi able.

The budget allocates half 
a million dollars in 2014-15 to 
“market test the delivery of a 
commercially integrated payment 
system.” This includes identifying 
“potential alternative approaches to 
the delivery of health payments.” 
Or in other words, the privatisation 
of the Medicare payments system.

The government is abandoning 
responsibility for the health of the 
Australian people.

There is already a direct 
correlation between socio-
economic status and health 
outcomes. The gap will only widen 
as more people on low incomes 
cannot afford health services or 
medications.

The Australian people have one 
of the cheapest and most effi cient 
health systems in the world. 
Treasurer Joe Hockey might think 
“the age of entitlement is over”, 
but as far as the people of Australia 
are concerned, basic human rights, 
including health care, are not up 
for sale. The co-payment and other 
increases in health care and cuts to 
the health budget must be nipped in 
the bud, before they become almost 
impossible to reverse. 

The attack on Medicare

Medicare was a reoccurring issue addressed by the March in May protestors in Sydney. (Photo: Linda)
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Glen Ford 

A chorus of outraged public 
opinion demands that the 
“international community” 
and the Nigerian military “Do 
something!” about the abduction 
by Boko Haram of 280 teenage 
girls. It is diffi cult to fault the 
average US consumer of packaged 
“news” products for knowing 
next to nothing about what the 
Nigerian army has actually been 
“doing” to suppress the Muslim 
fundamentalist rebels since, 
as senior columnist Margaret 
Kimberley pointed out last week 
the three US broadcast networks 
carried “not a single television 
news story about Boko Haram” 
in all of 2013.

(Nor did the misinformation 
corporations provide a nanosecond 
of coverage of the bloodshed in the 
Central African Republic, where 
thousands died and a million were 
made homeless by communal 
fighting over the past year.) But, 
that doesn’t mean the Nigerian 
army hasn’t been bombing, strafi ng, 
and indiscriminately slaughtering 
thousands of, mainly, young men in 
the country’s mostly Muslim north.

The newly aware US public may 
or may not be screaming for blood, but 
rivers of blood have already fl owed 
in the region. Those Americans who 
read – which, presumably, includes 
First Lady Michelle Obama, who 
took her husband’s place on radio 
last weekend to pledge US help in 
the hunt for the girls – would have 
learned in the New York Times of 
the army’s savage offensive near 
the Niger border, last May and June. 
In the town of Bosso, the Nigerian 
army killed hundreds of young men 
in traditional Muslim garb “Without 
Asking Who They Are,” according to 
the NYT headline.

“They don’t ask any questions,” 
said a witness who later fl ed for his 
life, like thousands of others. “When 
they see young men in traditional 

robes, they shoot them on the spot,” 
said a student. “They catch many of 
the others and take them away, and 
we don’t hear from them again.”

The Times’ Adam Nossiter 
interviewed many refugees from 
the army’s “all-out land and air 
campaign to crush the Boko Haram 
insurgency.” He reported:

“All spoke of a climate of 
terror that had pushed them, in the 
thousands, to fl ee for miles through 
the harsh and baking semidesert, 
sometimes on foot, to Niger. A few 
blamed Boko Haram – a shadowy, 
rarely glimpsed presence for most 
residents – for the violence. But the 
overwhelming majority blamed the 
military, saying they had fl ed their 
country because of it.”

In just one village, 200 people 
were killed by the military.

In March of this year, fi ghters 
who were assumed to be from Boko 
Haram attacked a barracks and jail 
in the northern city of Maiduguri. 
Hundreds of prisoners fl ed, but 200 
youths were rounded up and made to 
lie on the ground. A witness told the 
Times: “The soldiers made some calls 
and a few minutes later they started 
shooting the people on the ground. 
I counted 198 people killed at that 
checkpoint.”

Extrajudicial killings
All told, according to Amnesty 

International, more than 600 people 
were extrajudicially murdered, 
“most of them unarmed, escaped 
detainees, around Maiduguri.” An 
additional 950 prisoners were killed 
in the fi rst half of 2013 in detention 
facilities run by Nigeria’s military 
Joint Task Force, many at the same 
barracks in Maiduguri. Amnesty 
International quotes a senior offi cer 
in the Nigerian Army, speaking 
anonymously: “Hundreds have 
been killed in detention either by 
shooting them or by suffocation,” 
he said. “There are times when 
people are brought out on a daily 
basis and killed. About fi ve people, 

on average, are killed nearly on a 
daily basis.”

Chibok, where the teenage girls 
were abducted, is 80 miles from 
Maiduguri, capital of Borno State.

In 2009, when the Boko Haram 
had not yet been transformed 
into a fully armed opposition, the 
military summarily executed their 
handcuffed leader and killed at least 
1,000 accused members in the states 
of Borno, Yobe, Kano and Bauchi, 
many of them apparently simply 
youths from suspect neighbourhoods. 
A gruesome video shows the military 
at work. “In the video, a number of 
unarmed men are seen being made 
to lie down in the road outside a 
building before they are shot,” Al 
Jazeera reports in text accompanying 
the video. “As one man is brought 
out to face death, one of the offi cers 
can be heard urging his colleague to 
‘shoot him in the chest not the head 
– I want his hat’.”

These are only snapshots of the 
army’s response to Boko Haram – 
atrocities that are part of the context 
of Boko Haram’s ghastly behaviour. 
The military has refused the group’s 
offer to exchange the kidnapped 
girls for imprisoned Boko Haram 
members. (We should not assume 
that everyone detained as Boko 
Haram is actually a member – only 
that all detainees face imminent and 
arbitrary execution.)

None of the above is meant to tell 
Boko Haram’s “side” in this grisly 
story, but to emphasise the Nigerian 
military’s culpability in the group’s 
mad trajectory – the same military 
that many newly-minted “Save Our 
Girls” activists demand take more 
decisive action in Borno.

The bush to which the Boko 
Haram retreated with their captives 
was already a free-fi re zone, where 
anything that moves is subject to 
obliteration by government aircraft. 
Nigerian air forces have now been 
joined by US surveillance planes 
operating out of the new US drone 
base in neighbouring Niger, further 

entrenching AFRICOM/CIA in the 
continental landscape. Last week 
it was announced that, for the 
first time, AFRICOM troops will 
train a Nigerian ranger battalion in 
counterinsurgency warfare.

Serving policy 
purposes

The Chibok abductions have 
served the same US foreign policy 
purposes as Joseph Kony sightings 
in central Africa, which were 
conjured-up to justify the permanent 
stationing of US Special Forces in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Uganda, Rwanda, the Central African 
Republic and South Sudan, in 2011, 
on humanitarian interventionist 
grounds. (This past March, the US 
sent 150 more Special Ops troops 
to the region, claiming to have 
again spotted Kony, who is said 
to be deathly ill, holed up with a 
small band of followers somewhere 
in the Central African Republic.) 
The United States (and France and 
Britain, plus the rest of NATO, if 

need be) must maintain a deepening 
and permanent presence in Africa to 
defend the continent from…Africans.

When the crowd yells that 
America  “Do something!” 
somewhere in Africa, the US military 
is likely to already be there.

Barack Obama certainly needs no 
encouragement to intervention; his 
presidency is roughly coterminous 
with AFRICOM’s founding and 
explosive expansion. Obama 
broadened the war against Somalia 
that was launched by George Bush 
in partnership with the genocidal 
Ethiopian regime, in 2006 (an 
invasion that led directly to what 
the United Nations called “the worst 
humanitarian crisis is Africa”).

He built on Bill Clinton and 
George Bush’s legacies in the Congo, 
where US client states Uganda and 
Rwanda caused the slaughter of 
six million people since 1996 – the 
greatest genocide of the post War 
World II era. He welcomed South 
Sudan as the world’s newest nation 
– the culmination of a decades-long 
project of the US, Britain and Israel 

Kidnapped girls become 

tools of US imperial policy

Robert Fantina 

Can anyone doubt that the United States 
is governed for the corporate good? The 
lofty concept of “for the people” evaporated 
into mythical fairy dust generations ago. In 
the new millennium, any pretence to serve 
the people, rather than the corporation, 
has been swept away; apparently, the 
elected, so-called representatives, and the 
corporations who own them, are convinced 
that the 99% are suffi ciently lulled into a 
somnolent belief that the US is the greatest 
country in the world, and what’s good for 
business is good for them. Those with that 
bizarre belief overlook some very basic and 
rudimentary facts:
• Safety Laws. Opposed by corporations, 

lax or non-existent safety laws benefi t the 
corporate bottom line at the expense of 
the individual. Cramming more workers 
into a factory may jeopardise their health 
in a number of ways, but more workers 
produce more goods, and that’s good for the 
corporation.

• Pollution Standards. Such standards 
allow millions of people to live in at least 
acceptable air quality, and to be comfortable 

drinking tap water. Yet requiring 
corporations to reduce the amount of waste 
they unleash into the air and/or water costs 
them money, without bringing any fi nancial 
return. With no return on their investment, 
corporations oppose such standards.

• A Low Minimum Wage. Keeping the 
minimum wage low increases corporate 
profi ts while keeping countless individuals 
and families in poverty, another plus 
for corporations. It enables corporate 
executives to receive multi-million dollar 
salaries and bonuses, while their employees 
can barely afford food, let alone such 
luxuries as higher education for themselves 
or their children. Add to the exorbitant 
cost of a higher education the further 
disincentive of high-interest student loans, 
and an uneducated, desperate workforce 
will be happy to grab any minimum-wage 
job available, and will be hesitant to 
demand anything better.

• Off-shoring. The practice of many, if not 
most, large corporations of sending jobs to 
nations that pay nearly slave wages, with 
no safety standards, also helps profi teers, 
while depriving millions of US citizens of 
employment. The damage to the health and 

well-being of the foreign workers is not 
even a consideration for the corporations 
whose work they do.

• Destroying or Weakening Unions. For 
generations, workers united were able 
to improve their lot through collective 
bargaining. Now, however, corporations, 
along with the government offi cials they 
have bought and paid for, strive to weaken 
or destroy unions. In Wisconsin, for 
example, during the 2012 recall election, 
about 66% of anti-union Governor Scott 
Walker’s funding came from out of state, 
much of it from conservative business 
groups, including the Koch brothers and 
Sheldon Anderson. Mr Walker’s total 
contributions were US$30.5 million. His 
opponent, Tom Barrett, received about 
26% of his US$4 million from outside 
groups.

• Corporate Control of the Media. As recently 
as 1983, about 50 companies owned 90% 
of the US media. Today, 90% of the media 
is owned by only six companies. This 
means that 232 media executives control 
what 277,000,000 US citizens see. Why 
wouldn’t they want the citizens to see only 
that “news” and “information” that will best 

enhance shareholder value, and thus, their 
own salaries?

The Supreme Court has been complicit 
in all this. Once regarded as the last bastion 
of Constitutional interpretation, the justices 
today, and for some time, appear to be hacks, 
worshipping at the corporate altars they 
support. In 2010, in Citizens United v. The 
Federal Election Commission, the Court 
determined that the First Amendment prohibited 
governmental restrictions on political donations 
by “corporations, associations or labour 
unions”. This opened the fi nancial fl oodgates 
of wealthy businesses to donate unlimited 
amounts of money to candidates who would 
support their causes, few of which benefi t the 
average working individual.

Is all this not a major component of 
fascism? Is not holding corporate goals as 
the highest god, coupled with a fanatical 
preoccupation with national security, among 
the foundational pillars of a fascist state?

Yet nearly all politicians, left, right and 
centre, wrap themselves in the American fl ag 
and proclaim the greatness of the US. Worse 
yet, it seems that so many of the citizen-
lemmings, when they see the fl ag, grow teary-
eyed and support policies and programs that 

The Corporate Gods of America
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serve the corporate good at the expense of their 
own basic needs.

The “Occupy” movement takes a stand 
against this self-destructive mindset, but any 
movement depends on publicity, and corporate-
owned media will not attend to causes that 
don’t serve its interests. Social media may be 
the last tool available, but corporations have not 
ignored its dollar value, or the potential impact 
it could have if “we the people” are allowed to 
control it.

Net neutrality, the principle that every 
website, service and app is treated the same 
by the Internet service provider, has drawn the 
attention of those who seek to enrich their own, 
already-bulging coffers. Under new proposals 
by the US government, websites would get 
service dependent on what they are willing to 
pay for it. Once again, the small, independent 
entrepreneur is at the mercy of the corporate 
competitor, and, in most cases, has no chance 
of success.

So, this is life today in the much-vaunted 
“land of opportunity”. If one is already wealthy, 
opportunity abounds. However, for the 99% 
that aren’t, scrambling to make ends meet may 
be the best one can do.
Information Clearing House 
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Vic was a man true to his working class beliefs; a fi ghter for 
a better world, a thinker and a writer. Among his literary 
works are Harvest Time; Hammer and Seagulls; The Years 
of Big Jim; Along the Waterfront; Three Golden Giants; and 
Volcano on our Doorstep.

Not yet the time
We swung a mighty hammer, 
Our fourteen days of war; 
The rock of Menzies shuddered, 
We wedged his prison door.
But the clink of foreign money 
Has sounded in his ear;
He signed the union warrant 
Though his lips were white with fear. 
“All out, and we will smash him, 
all out, this is the day!”
But though our hearts are burning, 
What does our knowledge say?

Not yet the time, not yet the day;
But every blow brings closer still 
The time when he is swept away. 

Our fathers fought before us
In bitter seventeen; 
No honest man could stomach 
The treachery they’d seen; 
But the union had been handcuffed 
And hunger beat them back, 
Till Bloody Sunday freed them, 
Gave Bloody Hal the sack.
Two years they toiled and waited, 
But time runs swifter now;
We’ll clear our land of Menzies; 
Our hand is on the plough.

Not yet the time, not yet the day; 
But every blow brings closer still 
The time when he is swept away!

Vic Williams

In November 1954 the Menzies government, pressured by the combined shipping lines, passed laws 
to strip the Waterside Workers Federation of power to recruit labour, their traditional right. The whole of 
the WWF stopped work, organised to make their issue public, set up picketing and relief. They handled 
all medical and perishables. After fourteen days when the law was passed they went back to work, 
with the agreement of Australian Council of Trade Unions and unions not to work with labour recruited 
by shipping lines. The shipowners backed off recruiting labour and the law was dead within days.

From Harvest Time and other poems.

to dismember Africa’s largest country, but 
which has now fallen into a bloody chaos, as 
does everything the US touches these days.

Most relevant to the plight of Chibok’s 
young women, Obama led “from behind” 
NATO’s regime change in Libya, removing 
the anti-jihadist bulwark Muamar Gaddafi 
(“We came, we saw, he died,” said Hillary 
Clinton) and destabilising the whole Sahelian 
tier of the continent, all the way down to 
northern Nigeria. As BAR columnist Ajamu 
Baraka writes, “Boko Haram benefi ted from the 
destabilisation of various countries across the 
Sahel following the Libya confl ict.” The once-
“shadowy” group now sported new weapons 
and vehicles and was clearly better trained and 
disciplined. In short, the Boko Haram, like 
other jihadists, had become more dangerous in 
a post-Gaddafi  Africa – thus justifying a larger 
military presence for the same Americans and 
(mainly French) Europeans who had brought 
these convulsions to the region.

If Obama has his way, it will be a very long 
war – the better to grow AFRICOM – with 
some very unsavoury allies (from both the 
Nigerian and American perspectives).

So, why are we to believe that they are 
really so concerned about the girls of Chibok?
Information Clearing House 
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For 66 years Israel’s founding 
generation has lived with a 
guilty secret, one it successfully 
concealed from the generations 
that followed. Forests were 
planted to hide war crimes. School 
textbooks mythologised the events 
surrounding Israel’s creation. The 
army was blindly venerated as the 
most moral in the world.

Once, “Nakba” – Arabic for 
“Catastrophe”, referring to the 
dispossession of the Palestinian 
homeland in 1948 – would have 
failed to register with any but a small 
number of Israeli Jews. Today, only 
those who never watch television 
or read a newspaper can plead 
ignorance.

As marches and festivals 
were held by Palestinians across 
the region to mark Nakba Day – 
commemorating the expulsion of 
750,000 Palestinians from their 
homes and the erasure of more than 
500 villages – Israelis will have been 
watching.

In fact, the Israeli media have 
been fi lled with references to the 
Nakba, since Israel celebrated its 
Independence Day the week before. 
The two anniversaries do not quite 
coincide because Israel marks its 
founding according to the Hebrew 
calendar.

While Israeli Jews were trying 
to enjoy guilt-free street parties last 
week, news reports focused on the 
activities of their compatriots – the 
Palestinians who remained inside the 
new state of Israel and now comprise 
a fi fth of the population. Estimates 
are that one in four of these 1.5 
million Palestinian citizens is from 
a family internally displaced by the 
1948 war.

More than 20,000 staged a 

“March of Return” to one destroyed 
village, Lubya, buried under a forest 
near Tiberias and close to a major 
Israeli highway. Long tailbacks 
forced thousands of Israeli Jews to 
get a close-up view as they crawled 
past the biggest Nakba procession in 
Israel’s history.

For others, images of the 
marchers waving Palestinian fl ags 
and massively outnumbering Israeli 
police and a counter-demonstration 
by Jewish nationalists were seen on 
TV news, websites and social media.

The assault on Israel’s much 
cherished national mythology is 
undoubted. And it refl ects the rise of 
a new generation of Palestinians no 
longer willing to defer to their more 
cautious, and traumatised, elders, 
those who directly experienced the 
events of 1948.

These youth see themselves as 
representing not only their immediate 
relatives but Palestinians in exile 
who have no chance to march back 
to their village. Many of Lubya’s 
refugees ended up in Yarmouk 
camp in Damascus, where they are 
suffering new horrors, caught in the 
midst of Syria’s civil war.

Palestinians in Israel are also 
being galvanised into action by 
initiatives like Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s plans to 
legislate Israel as a Jewish state. 
They see this as the latest phase of an 
ongoing Nakba – an attempt to erase 
their nativeness, just as the villages 
were once disappeared.

Palestinians are making a noise 
about the Nakba on every possible 
front – and not just on Nakba Day. 
Media around the world reported 

on one such venture: a phone 
app called iNakba that maps the 
hundreds of destroyed villages across 
Israel. Briefl y it became one of the 
most popular iPhone downloads, 
connecting refugees through new 
technology. iNakba visibly restores 
a Palestine that Israel hoped literally 
to have wiped off the map.

The app is the initiative of 
Zochrot, an Israeli organisation that is 
jointly run by Jews and Palestinians. 
They have been fi nding ever more 
creative and provocative ways to 
grab headlines.

They arrange regular visits to 
destroyed villages that a growing 
number of curious Israeli Jews are 
participating in, often in the face 
of vehement opposition from the 
communities built on the rubble of 
Palestinian homes.

Zochrot has created a Hebrew 
information pack on the Nakba for 
teachers, though education offi cials 
ban it. Last year it staged the fi rst 
Nakba fi lm festival in Tel Aviv. It 
is also creating an archive of fi lmed 
interviews with Israeli veteran 
fi ghters prepared to admit their part 
in expulsions.

Zochrot also held last year 
the fi rst-ever conference in Israel 
discussing not just the principle but 
how to put into practice a right of 
return for the millions of Palestinian 
refugees across the region.

Palestinian youth are taking up 
the idea enthusiastically. Architects 
are designing plans for new 
communities that would house the 
refugees on or near their old lands.

Refugee families are trying to 
reclaim mosques and churches, 

usually the only buildings still 
standing. Israeli media reported last 
month that internal refugees had 
been attacked as they held a baptism 
in their former church at al-Bassa, 
now swamped by the Jewish town of 
Shlomi.

Workshops have been arranged 
among refugee groups to imagine 
what a right of return might look 
like. Youth from two Christian 
villages, Iqrit and Biram, have 
already set up camps at their old 
churches, daring Israel to hound 
them out like their grandparents. 
Another group, I Won’t Remain a 
Refugee, is looking to export this 
example to other villages.

The size of the march to Lubya 
and the proliferation of these 
initiatives are a gauge of how 
Palestinians are no longer prepared 
to defer to the Palestinian leadership 
on the refugee issue or wait for an 
interminable peace process to make 
meaningful progress.

“The people are sending 
a message to the leadership in 
Ramallah that it cannot forget or 
sideline the right of return,” says Abir 
Kopty, an activist with the Lubya 
march. “Otherwise we will take the 
issue into our own hands.”

Meanwhile, progress of a kind is 
being made with Israeli Jews. Some 
have come to recognise, however 
reluctantly, that a tragedy befell the 
Palestinians with Israel’s creation. 
But, as another march organiser 
notes, the struggle is far from over. 
“That is a fi rst step. But now they 
must take responsibility for our 
suffering and make amends.”
globalresearch.ca 

Marches and festivals were held by Palestinians across the region to mark Nakba Day. (Photo: Dan Cohen)

Israelis forced to 
confront guilty secret

Biden’s son on board of 
Ukraine gas company
According to today’s elite 
squatters in Washington DC, 
there’s no such thing as a “confl ict 
of interest” anymore. Whether 
it’s Senator Harry Reid and son 
Rory’s involvement in lucrative 
land deals and the BLM’s federal 
racketeering behaviour in Nevada, 
or Senator Diane Feinstein and 
husband Richard Blum’s inside 
track contract award to sell 
56 buildings located on prime 
commercial real estate that 
currently house US Post Offi ces, 
or Dick Cheney and family’s 
shareholdings in Haliburton 
and fortunes reaped during his 
tenure as Vice President and 
thereafter – the men and women 
of Washington DC see absolutely 
no problem with filling their 
family pockets and trust funds on 
US tax payer time.

In exactly the same vein, 
Obama’s Vice President Joe Biden, 
who has been pushing hard to 
demonise and disrupt Russia and 
Gazprom’s relationship with Kiev, 
while supporting the heavily neo-
fascist coup d’état in Kiev, Ukraine 
– just happens to have a son who 

just happens to be working as the 
“head of legal affairs” at Burisma, 
Ukraine’s largest private gas 
producer. The confl ict of interest – 
or the outright collusion involved 
here is fairly blatant.

On his recent “business trip” to 
Kiev, Biden proclaimed, “Imagine 
where you’d be today if you were 
able to tell Russia: keep your 
gas. It would be a very different 
world”.

He also had the stones to 
condemn the Ukrainians for their 
government corruption, crowing 
arrogantly, “To be very blunt about 
it … you have to fi ght the cancer 
of corruption,” he said.

No word from Joe on this 
latest revelation, and son Hunter 
Biden, sees no problem at all 
with this geopolitical corporate 
love triangle. “I believe that 
my assistance in consulting 
the company on matters of 
transparency, corporate governance 
and responsibility, international 
expansion and other priorities will 
contribute to the economy and 
benefi t the people of Ukraine”.

In a statement published 

Monday on its website, Burisma 
Holdings announced Hunter Biden 
would join its board of directors 
and head the company’s legal unit.

“As a new member of the 
board, I believe that my assistance 
in consulting the company on 
matters of transparency, corporate 
governance and responsibility, 
international expansion and other 
priorities will contribute to the 
economy and benefi t the people of 
Ukraine,” Hunter Biden said in the 
statement.

Burisma owns several 
Ukrainian oil and gas companies, 
including Esko Pivnich and Pari, 
Lenta.ru reported. The company also 
has assets in Ukraine’s Dnepr-
Donetsk, the Carpathian and the 
Azov-Kuvan basins.

Burisma produced 11,600 
barrels of oil equivalent, or boe, in 
2013 and was planning to increase 
its production in Ukraine by 35-40 
percent in 2014, US fi nancier and 
member of the board of directors 
Devon Archer told newspaper 
Capital in late April.
globalresearch.ca 

IN SOLIDARITY IN SOLIDARITY 
WITH CUBAWITH CUBA

Th ird Week of Denounce and Solidarity 
“5 days for the Cuban5”
Date: June 4-11, 2014

Place: Washington DC, USA

More information in: www.thecuban5.org
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Beginning over 50 years ago, 
terror attacks emanating from the 
United States struck ships, crops, 
and infrastructure in Cuba. They 
killed people there and around 
the world. Cuban leaders faced 
murder plots. Terrorists bombed 
an airliner fully loaded with 
passengers. Such murderous, 
destructive attacks seemed to stop, 
however, with the Havana hotel 
bombings in 1997. But you would 
have lost your bet that terrorist 
preparations had ended.

On May 7 Cuba’s Interior 
Ministry announced that four men 
of Cuban origin living in Miami 
were arrested on April 26. Jose 
Ortega Amador, Obdulio Rodríguez 
González, Raibel Pacheco Santos, 
and Félix Monzón Álvarez reportedly 
“admitted that they intended to attack 
Cuban military facilities in order to 
promote violence. [T]hree of them 
had travelled to Cuba on several 
occasions in 2013 to study the scene 
and prepare their actions.”

Why is this no surprise? One, the 
Miami area continues as a safe haven 
for Latin American terror perpetrators 
fl eeing their homelands, Cuba in the 
lead with Venezuela not far behind. 
Secondly, the US government, not 
shy about anti-terrorist rhetoric, never 
really has condemned terror assaults 
against Cuba. Third, US government 

actions or inaction may signal offi cial 
approval for anti-Cuban terror.

Thus Luis Posada entered the 
United States illegally in 2005, 
never to be convicted on that count, 
or for serious crimes, among them: 
the airliner bombing attack in 1976, 
Cuban hotel bombings, and his plan 
with others to assassinate former 
Cuban President Fidel Castro in 
Panama. Despite requests, the US 
government refuses to extradite 
Posada to Venezuela to face legal 
proceedings related to the airliner 
bombing.

And in 1998 the Cuban 
government gave FBI personnel 
reams of incriminating material 
on terror activities in Florida. The 
FBI responded by arresting Cuban 
undercover agents who helped collect 
that intelligence information.

And at their trial in Miami, fi ve 
of those anti-terrorist agents – now 
known as the Cuba Five – received 
sentences so outlandish as to suggest 
that some terrorism is allowable. 
Their combined total of four life 
sentences plus 75 years contrasts 
sharply with the usual 10-15 year 
sentences handed out to defendants 
convicted of spying for Iraq, the 
Philippines, China, Taiwan, or Israel.

Moreover, the US government 
made sure those anti-terrorists 
were convicted. Its Offi ce for Cuba 
Broadcasting subsidised Miami 
area journalists to produce over 800 

prejudicial newspaper reports or 
television presentations to infl uence 
community and jury before and 
during their long trial.

Lastly, for the sake of 
destabilisation a fl ood of US money 
fl ows through private and university 
affiliated agencies in Southern 
Florida on its way to counter-
revolutionaries in Cuba. Likely 
fallout from such a program would be 
a community ethos that encourages 
the terrorist faithful to move ahead 
on their own.

The sparse announcement from 
the Cuban Interior Ministry indicated 
that the four men arrested “admitted 
that these plans have been organised 
under the leadership of Miami-
based individuals, such as Santiago 
Álvarez Fernández Magriñá, Osvaldo 
Mitat, and Manuel Alzugaray who 
are closely linked to international 
terrorist Luis Posada Carriles.”

Lawyer and construction 
magnate Álvarez contributed 
mightily to Miami’s terrorist-friendly 
atmosphere. In August 2004 he sent 
two airplanes to Panama to fetch 
Posada and three Miamians released 
early from prison to which they 
were sentenced for the assassination 
attempt against President Castro. 
Posada was dropped off in Honduras. 
Álvarez’ yacht brought him to Miami 
the following year.

In late 2005 Broward County 
police discovered Álvarez’ cache of 

20 automatic weapons, plus grenades, 
a grenade launcher, ammunition, gas 
masks, and a silencer. Other illegal 
weapons belonging to Álvarez 
surfaced in the Bahamas. Through 
plea bargaining he and employee 
Osvaldo Mitat received reduced 
sentences of 30 months and two 
years, respectively. Allegedly 
Álvarez once tried to have Havana’s 
Tropicana nightclub bombed.

At far as the New York Times is 
concerned, the arrest in Cuba of men 
bent on terror is a Cuban problem, 

not a US one. Its May 8 report said 
that Álvarez “denies any involvement 
in the alleged plot. Some others here 
(Miami) raised questions about how 
much the case is about crime and 
how much is about politics ... [A] 
week after Washington again kept 
Cuba on its short list of state sponsors 
of terrorism, the Cuban government 
publicly announced that violent plots 
persist. Cuba-watchers said the case 
was hard to separate from political 
theatre.”
People’s World 

International

Workers at the Hitachi Group’s factory in Osaka won short-
er hours on May 6. Japan Metal and Information Machinery 
Workers’ Union (JMIU) is an affi liate of the National Confederation 
of Trade Unions. The JMIU’s branch at the Hitachi Group’s fac-
tory in Osaka helped the workers to win shorter work hours. 
Workers in the factory have been working overtime for a long 
period due to a labour shortage. JMIU conducted a survey last 
year to investigate this issue, and the workers responded that 
they were unable to recover from fatigue because they had to 
work overtime every day. Nine work-related accidents were 
reported last year. The union then negotiated with the compa-
ny. The company agreed to decrease the maximum number 
of overtime hours to the government-set cap of 45 hours per 
month and at least 11 consecutive hours off work between shifts.

The Communist Party of Vietnam held its Ninth Central Committee 
meeting from May 8 to 14. The meeting agreed to issue a new 
resolution on the building and development of Vietnamese 
culture and people to match the country’s sustainable develop-
ment. The Party’s General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong said 
“it is necessary to inherit and further develop the Party’s view-
points on cultural enrichment” and “economic growth should 
be accompanied by cultural development and social progress 
and equality”. He added that “the culture that we are building is 
a modern one with strong national identity, which unites the 
diverse cultures of Vietnam’s ethnic groups, and bears the typi-
cal characters of nationality, humanity, democracy and science”.

In an interview with Tibet Daily, Tibetan monk Konchoh Tsultrim 
said that life in Old Tibet (before its liberation in 1950) was mis-
erable and today’s happiness was hard won. Tsultrim is a 
rinpoche (spiritual teacher) at the Drepu Tseju Buddhist cha-
pel in Tibet. He reluctantly became a monk at the age of eight. 
According to him, the Old Tibet was a theocracy with rigid regu-
lations; all monasteries in Old Tibet were classifi ed into different 
ranks with different powers. The majority of Tibetans were in 
lower social positions, and they suffered from food and water 
shortages. Serfs had no personal freedom, as they had end-
less work in the fi eld and running miscellaneous affairs for 
the serf owner. He added that contrasting to the life in Old 
Tibet, the chapel now has been equipped with tap water, elec-
tricity, newly built settlements, roads and solar street lamps.

On May 14, China’s State Council approved the establishment 
of an inter-ministry joint conference mechanism to coordinate 
income distribution reform amid growing public concern over 
the widening wealth gap. This joint conference mechanism 
was led by the National Development and Reform Commission 
(NDRC) which coordinates all income distribution reforms. It 
conducted policy studies, policy-making and reform plans, and 
also coordinated ministries involved in reform. It also moni-
tors, tracks, assesses and reviews the process of the reforms.

Region Briefs

Cuba arrests 
presumed 
terrorists

Ukraine: 400 US mercenaries 
“deployed on ground”
About 400 elite mercenaries 
from the notorious US private 
security fi rm Academi (formerly 
Blackwater) are taking part in 
the Ukrainian military operation 
against  ant i -government 
protesters in southeastern regions 
of the country, German media 
reports.

The Bild am Sonntag 
newspaper, citing a source in 
intelligence circles, wrote that 
Academi employees are involved 
in the Kiev military crackdown on 
pro-autonomy activists in near the 
town of Slavyansk, in the Donetsk 
region.

On April 29, the German 
Intelligence Service (BND) 
informed Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s government about the 
mercenaries’ participation in the 
operation, the paper said, RIA 
Novosti reported. It is not clear 
who commands the private military 
contractors and pays for their 
services, however.

In March, media reports 
appeared suggesting that the 
coup-imposed government in 
Kiev could have employed up to 
300 mercenaries. That was before 
the new government launched a 
military operation against anti-
Maidan activists, or “terrorists” as 
Kiev put it, in southeast Ukraine.

At the time, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said then that reports 

claiming Kiev was planning to 
“involve staff from foreign military 
companies to ‘ensure the rule of 
law,’” could suggest that it wanted 
“to suppress civil protests and 
dissatisfaction.” 

In particular, Greystone 
Limited, is a candidate for such a 
gendarme role. It is a similar and 
probably an affi liated structure of 
the Blackwater private army, whose 
staff have been accused of cruel 
and systematic violations of human 
rights in various trouble spots on 
many occasions.

“Among the candidates for the 
role of gendarme is the Barbados-
registered company Greystone 
Limited, which is integrated 
with the Academi corporation,” 
the Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. “It is an analogue, and, 
probably and affi liated body of the 
Blackwater private army, whose 
employees have repeatedly been 
accused of committing grievous and 
systematic human rights abuses in 
different troubled regions.”

Allegations increased further 
after unverifi ed videos appeared on 
YouTube of unidentifi ed armed men 
in the streets of Donetsk, the capital 
of the country’s industrial and 
coalmining region. In those videos, 
onlookers can be heard shouting 
“Mercenaries!” “Blackwater!,” and 
“Who are you going to shoot at?”

Academi denied its involvement 

in Ukraine, claiming on its website 
that “rumours” were posted by 
“some irresponsible bloggers and 
online reporters.”

“Such unfounded statements 
combined with the lack of factual 
reporting to support them and 
the lack of context about the 
company, are nothing more than 
sensationalistic efforts to create 
hysteria and headlines in times of 
genuine crisis,” the US fi rm stated. 

American security company 
Blackwater gained worldwide 
notoriety for the substantial role 
it played in the Iraq war as a 
contractor for the US government. 
In recent years it has changed 
its name twice – in 2009 it was 
renamed Xe Services and in 2011 it 
got its current name, Academi.

The fi rm became infamous for 
the alleged September 16, 2007 
killing of 17 Iraqi civilians in 
Baghdad. The attack, which saw 
20 others wounded, was allegedly 
without justifi cation and in violation 
of deadly-force rules that pertained 
to American security contractors 
in Iraq at the time. Between 2005 
and September 2007, Blackwater 
security guards were involved in at 
least 195 shooting incidents in Iraq 
and fi red fi rst in 163 of those cases, 
a Congressional report said at the 
time.
RT 
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Young and 
unemployed given 
little chance to survive

The changes being made to 
Newstart and Youth Allowance 
places more burden on one of 
the most vulnerable groups 
in Australia; the young and 
unemployed. Under the current 
changes, 83,757 young people 
stand to lose $5000 a year.

The move to reduce support for 
young people under 25, and have 
them wait six months for support, 
will mean they won’t be able to 
remain employable for long.

The average weekly expenditure, 
for a household, is $280, but the 
Youth Allowance maximum income 
per week is just $207.2. Even if 
payments start immediately, young 
people won’t be able to maintain an 

acceptable level of employability for 
long.

This gap between income and 
expenditure will lead to an increase 
in reliance upon support services 
like Youth Off The Streets and other 
not-for-profi t organisations, who are 
already stretched dealing with the 
current level of demand.

Youth Off The Streets currently 
works in some areas that have over 
20% youth unemployment, and one 
area (Logan, Queensland) that has a 
youth unemployment rate of 60%. 
Joe Hockey’s “lifters not leaners” 
statement becomes ironic as these 
changes force young disadvantaged 
people to lean on family, friends and 
support services just to survive – 
keeping unemployed young people 
marginalised.

The young people we work 
with won’t have anywhere to go. In 
a fi ercely competitive space, with 
few jobs, young people will have to 
lean on friends, family and support 
services in order to survive. The 
reduced income, rise in petrol prices, 
cutting community service provision, 
increasing health care costs and not 
investing in public transport – they 
won’t have a choice but to lean on 
those who care for them. They’ll 
become increasingly marginalised 
and disconnected from their 
community, until they are homeless.

Youth Off The Streets believes 
these budget changes will put 
communities at risk of an increase 
in rates of petty crime, domestic 
violence, alcohol and other drug 
abuse, and give young people very 
little opportunity to escape the cycle 
of disadvantage.

Youth Off The Streets believes 
it is important for the government to 
act in the best interests of the least 
fortunate and to protect them from 
further inequality.

Youth unemployment is 
more than double the national 
unemployment rate. The job market 
for them is fi ercely competitive. It’s 
wrong to place extra burden on this 
group of disadvantaged people. This 
budget seeks to create an underclass 
of citizens that will be unable to 
escape from poverty.

Youth Off The Streets will 
continue to provide disadvantaged 
young people with the opportunity 
to improve their position in life with 
their outreach programs; accredited, 
independent high schools; mental 
health services; homelessness 
services and youth centres. Youth 
Off The Streets provides a safe and 
positive environment for young 
people aged between 12 and 25 
years.

Father Chris Riley
Youth Off The Streets

Strange statement

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel made a very strange 
statement recently. She advised 
not to celebrate Victory Day in 
Sevastopol because of the situation 
in the Ukraine. There are several 
points here that I’d like to make.

First of all, a German politician 
advocating against marking victory 
over fascism is skating on very thin 
ice indeed. Secondly, the people 
in Sevastopol have every right to 
celebrate not only the victory over 
fascism but also the 70th anniversary 
of the city’s liberation from German 
fascists.

Sevastopol is a hero-city, 
renowned for its heroic resistance 
during the war and its 250-day siege 
is a testament to its citizens who 
fought against the Nazis. To tell 
them what to celebrate and how to 
celebrate it is a bit rich. I am sure 
Frau Merkel knows about the recent 
events in Odessa where Ukrainian 
neo-Nazis prevented people from 
leaving a burning building and  
consequently were burnt alive – very 
similar to what war-time Nazis used 
against civilians in the Ukraine.

Twenty seven million Soviet 
people lost their lives fighting 
fascism – nobody asked them what 
nationality they were at the time. 

They were fi ghting together and they 
will celebrate their victory together.

Mati English
Sydney

Don’t blame the trees

Don’t blame the trees when they 
burn, don’t blame the rivers and 
creeks when they run dry. Don’t 
blame the rain for not coming, for 
the dried up water sources and 
the bushland and grassland for 
burning. As we reap what we have 
sown.

Blame our leaders, local, state 
and federal for their disgraceful 
neglect of climate change for the past 
four decades. And those politicians 
before them for allowing the massive 
land clearing of eastern Australia 
that made this fi re prone region more 
susceptible to drought and fi res.

And also blame ourselves, for 
not speaking up and rising up, to 
make those in power listen to the 
warnings and make them act locally, 
nationally and internationally to stop 
the tragedy that is climate change 
from happening. Now time is short. 
We must get organised and active to 
reverse the great damage we have 
done.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Now that the Abbott government’s budget 
has been unveiled we can confi rm – if 
confi rmation was needed – that Australian 
working people are now in the same boat 
as their counterparts in Britain, where a 
reactionary Tory government has been 
pursuing the same policies as Abbott and 
Hockey.

And what have these policies wrought in 
Britain? “Millions are deep in debt and just 
a small cut in their current income could put 
them in serious trouble. And yet these cuts keep 
coming.

“So we put up with working overtime 
without pay, with accepting a part-time job 
when we need a full-time wage, accepting a 
zero-hours contract because it’s better than 
having our dole money sanctioned for refusing.

“And so our living standards and our 
self-respect go steadily down. We go without 
holidays, we turn the central heating down 
in winter, and we feed our families from the 
boring, limited, supermarket economy range. 
Cinemas and theatres are a forgotten memory; 
even a day-trip to the seaside is out of the 
question.

“This is not living – there is no joy in it; it 
is existing. We can put up with it for a bit but 
it goes on, and on. There is no end in sight, no 
jam tomorrow. We need proper wages.” – New 
Worker

However, the ruling class is not unmindful 
of the diffi culties confronting working people. 
Consider this ever-so-sensitive report in the 
English Tory newspaper, The Telegraph: “Going 
dancing is as good as a £1,671 pay rise”! Sure 
it is! The Telegraph also claimed that “regular 

involvement in the arts – music, dance and plays 
– is worth £1,084 a year”. The editor of The New 
Worker characterised this claim as “the ultimate 
‘let them eat cake’ remark.”

Far from being able to indulge in going to 
dances or the theatre, ordinary people in Britain 
cannot even afford to go to the pub. Around 12 
pubs are forced to close in Britain every day. 
That statistic should send shivers up the spine 
of capitalists everywhere, but it doesn’t. Bosses 
used to pay their workers just enough in wages 
to sustain them and their families, to ensure the 
renewal of their workforce over time. Today, 
however, in the age of globalisation, when 
capitalism has many more workers available 
to it than it can provide work for, bosses are 
a lot less interested in questions of sustaining 
their workforce.

Paying workers a starvation wage can only 
be a short-term measure, but saving money on 
wages has great appeal for bosses. Even if such 
workers can only labour for them for relatively 
short periods, they are easily replaced. In these 
circumstances, the minimum wage – far from 
being a safety-net to safeguard workers from 
ultra-exploitation – becomes instead a target 
which employers try to get all workers to accept.

A global minimum wage has long been a 
goal of employers. If workers everywhere were 
paid the same low wage, production could be 
moved to anywhere on the planet and costs 
would remain the same. Workers would have to 
move to where the work was, as many workers 
in Europe do already.

Two of the USA’s most prestigious 
universities, Princeton and Northwestern, 
set out recently to examine whether the US 

sets policy democratically or through some 
process dominated by economic elites or 
some combination of both. After measuring 
key variables for 1,779 policy issues the 
researchers concluded: “Despite the seemingly 
strong empirical support in previous studies 
for theories of majoritarian [sic] democracy, 
our analyses suggest that the majority of the 
American public actually have little infl uence 
over the policies our government adopts.”

Well, I’m glad we cleared that up.

Data bases are worth money, and large 
public data bases – such as the tax offi ce data-
base – are particularly valuable. The information 
in these data bases would be highly useful to 
credit rating agencies, advertisers, and retailers 
wanting to practise price discrimination. As 
conservative governments like Tony Abbott’s 
fl og off public enterprises and in so doing lose 
the income from those enterprises, they seek 
to replace that income by fl ogging off assets, 
including public data bases.

In Britain, there are moves to allow HM 
Revenue and Customs to sell data on millions 
of taxpayers to private companies. Assurances 
that the data will be “anonymised” have met 
with scepticism. Tax professionals have called 
the move “dangerous” and one senior Tory MP, 
David Davis, called it “borderline insane”.

Don’t be surprised if Joe Hockey doesn’t 
come up with this same concept when he is 
looking for some money to buy votes at the 
next federal election. 

David Cameron, the British PM, likes 
to be perceived as a good Christian, just 
like our own PM. In both cases, being a 
Christian doesn’t seem to make them any more 
compassionate towards the poor.

In Cameron’s case, the Bishop of Oxford, 
accompanied by the Reverend Keith Hebden, 
visited the PM’s constituency offi ce with the 
intention of presenting the PM, through his 
staffers, with an open letter on food poverty. 
The letter, part of the End Hunger Fast 
campaign, was signed by 42 Anglican bishops 
and more than 600 clerics. (A testament to the 
fact that hunger is very real in Britain today. 
In the last year more than 900,000 people had 
to be given emergency food supplies. That’s 
an increase of 163 percent.)

Courteously, the Bishop alerted Cameron’s 
offi ce in advance of his visit. So they locked 
the door and called the police, who barred the 
clergymen from the premises. Commented the 
Reverend Keith: “It is deeply ironic, to say the 
least, that on the same day David Cameron 
was writing in the Church Times talking about 
what a good Anglican he is, he wasn’t able 
to receive his own bishop in his constituency 
offi ce. I think this speaks volumes.”

The EU, backed by the IMF and the World 
Bank, has reduced Portugal, Spain and Greece 
to the status of failed states. Ukraine was to 
have been next. According to the Greek NGO 
Life Line, 56 percent of all Greeks receiving 
a pension are starving, i.e. experiencing 
moderate to severe hunger. Hurrah for 
capitalism! 
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Sunday May 25 –
Saturday May 31

The Trials of Muhammad Ali
(SBS ONE Sunday 25 May 

at 8.30pm) examines the famous 
boxer’s life outside the ring, begin-
ning with the announcement of his 
conversion to Islam and the decision 
to change his “white man’s name” of 
Cassius Clay to Muhammad Ali. Ali 
refused to serve in the Vietnam War 
– even after his status as a conscien-
tious objector was denied – on the 
grounds of protesting racial injustice 
at home. His decision would leave 
him banned from boxing and facing 
a five-year prison sentence. Ali’s 
choice of belief and conscience 
over fame and fortune resonates far 
beyond the boxing ring, striking 
issues of race, faith and identity that 
continue to confront us all today.

Bill Siegel’s documentary 
feature captures Ali’s passion and 
anger in interviews and television 
appearances culled from a rich 
variety of rare archival sources. 
Siegel co-directed the Academy 
Award-nominated documentary 
The Weather Underground about 
the student radicals who took up 
arms against US involvement in the 
Vietnam War.

There are always people so 
dismayed by the mores and 

injustices of life under capitalism that 
they decide to renounce it all and “get 
back to nature”. Leo Tolstoy made 
such a lifestyle famous, and they 
practice it up at Nimbin to this day. 
This Way Of Life (ABC2 Sunday 
May 25 at 8.30pm) deals with a 
family in New Zealand trying to live 
such a “free”, close to nature lifestyle 

on an isolated, half-burnt-down farm 
with six kids and 50 wild horses.

Against the stunning beauty 
of New Zealand’s rugged Ruahine 
Mountains, Peter Karena and his 
wife Colleen think they are instilling 
in their kids superior spiritual values 
but really they are just immersing 
them in the very restricted world of 
subsistence farming. On the other 
hand, the New Zealand press all gave 
it four (or four and a half) stars, so 
what do I know?

Just a few years ago, the gov-
ernment of China decided that 

any entrepreneur who wanted to open 
a factory or business enterprise on the 
country’s lucrative East coast had to 
simultaneously open an identical 
factory or business in the remote and 
poverty-stricken province of West-
ern China. Such were the profits 
that could be made on the Coast that 
Western capitalists agreed to these 
onerous terms and Western China 
was propelled into the 21st century.

In this week’s fi nal episode of 
Two Men in China (ABC1 Tuesday 
May 27 at 8.30pm), John Doyle and 
Tim Flannery are off to the boom 
city of Chengdu – the proud and 
ancient capital of Sichuan province 
in Western China. Chengdu is also 
the poster child for China’s rapid 
development.

Once upon a time, to have a 
tattoo was the sign of a mis-

spent youth (or time in the Navy), but 
today all sorts of people have them. 
So much so that there is a television 
series devoted to showing people 
getting inappropriate tattoos “over-
painted” with a new design to make 
the original invisible.

In this week’s episode of a 
different series, Bodyshockers, 
subtitled My Piercing Hell (ABC2 
Wednesday May 28 at 9.30pm) 
we meet some British youth whose 
infatuation with trying to alter their 
body and its appearance has led to 
serious disfi gurement. Some learn 
from their mistakes, others don’t.

The most questionable fi gures 
are the plastic surgeons who, for a 
suitably fat fee, pander to these kids’ 
desires to be “more beautiful” or 
simply “more fashionable”.

In this week’s episode of the 
important series The Men Who 

Made Us Fat (ABC1 Thursday May 

29 at 9.30pm) Jacques Peretti inves-
tigates how the concept of super-
sizing was pushed on the public to 
change people’s eating habits and 
generate much bigger profi ts while 
appearing to offer customers “better 
value”.

He talks to former executives of 
fast food chains who explain how the 
“food industry” persuaded people 
to eat bigger and bigger portions, 
unleashing an epidemic of obesity 
(and also type 2 diabetes amongst 
children, previously unheard of in 
the young).

It’s a sorry story of uncaring 
corporate greed, and also a story 
of political protection of the food 
industry’s interests even to the extent 
of burying health professionals’ 
adverse reports on the quality and 
marketing practices of fast food 
outlets.

The series actually illustrates 
how capitalism wages war against 
the public as consumers.

I have not been able to preview 
John Pilger’s new documen-

tary Utopia (SBS ONE Friday May 
30 at 7.30pm). Apparently SBS 
did not have preview copies avail-
able. Described as “an investigation 
into Australia’s suppressed colonial 
past and rapacious, often shocking 
present”, it is being shown to com-
memorate National Sorry Day on 
May 26. 

“Most importantly, it sets out 
to break the stereotypes of the fi rst 
people of Australia while telling 
a heroic story. The documentary 
fi lm’s title refers to the vast region 
in the Northern Territory known as 
Utopia, which serves as irony for the 
struggles the fi rst people have faced 
and still continue to endure.”

The film points out that in 
outback Australia, black Australians 
are imprisoned at up to eight times 
the rate of blacks in apartheid South 
Africa; the average life expectancy 
is as low as 37; children go blind 

and deaf from preventable diseases; 
and doctors describe the effects of 
malnutrition in one of the richest 
countries on earth, and tourists have 
no idea that their “resorts” have a 
brutal black history. 

A fi lm rightly intended to make 
one angry. 

The second series of the 
romantic comedy-drama 

about rediscovering love late in life, 
The Last Tango in Halifax (ABC1 
Saturdays at 7.30pm) looks more 
like a soap opera in its second epi-
sode: family crises break out in all 
directions, from loss of a job to teen-
age pregnancy to a lesbian wanting 
a baby and serious fi nancial stress. 
That’s on top of the usual misunder-
standings, jealousy and hurt feelings.

Alan (Derek Jacobi) has 
survived the heart attack he had in 
the last series but is warned he won’t 
survive another. He and Celia get 
married anyway. I don’t fancy his 
chances. 
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Paddy McGuffin

If you can’t say anything 
helpful say nothing at all, as this 
columnist’s granny used to tell it, 
mostly in vain. There have been 
a fair few individuals who could 
have done with heeding that sage 
advice in recent days. The biggest 
culprits as usual were middle-aged 
men and organised religion.

It’s funny how those two tend to 
go hand in hand, isn’t it.

First up was a certain Signor 
Giuseppe Ferrari, who sounds like 
a Latin playboy but is actually 
a member of GRIS – Gruppo di 
Ricerca E Informazione Socio-
Religiosa – which describes itself as 
a Catholic research group.

Quite what it researches seemed 
rather opaque until this week. This 
is the church after all and they 
know a thing or two about keeping 
people in the dark. Or at least the 
dark ages. However, at the start of a 
six-day pow-wow in Rome, Ferrari 
gave a tantalising glimpse into what 
most exercises their thoughts.

Yes that’s right – exorcism. 

There’s not enough of it about 
apparently.

The decline of religious belief 
in the West and the growth of 
secularism has “opened the window” 
to black magic, Satanism and belief 
in the occult, GRIS argued with that 
rigorous self-examination and use of 
forensic evidence the Vatican is so 
renowned for.

The meeting aims to train 200 
Roman Catholic priests from more 
than 30 countries in how to cast 
out evil from people who believe 
themselves to be in thrall to the devil.

The conference, intriguingly 
titled “Exorcism and Prayers of 
Liberation”, has apparently also 
attracted psychiatrists, sociologists, 
doctors and criminologists in 
what the church called a “multi-
disciplinary” approach.

Well, you can see why shrinks 
would want to get in there – it will 
be rich pickings for them surrounded 
by that bunch of headers.

The inclusion of criminologists 
raised a few eyebrows though, the 
church not being exactly known 
for its co-operation in such matters. 

Ferrari pompously opined: “We 
live in a disenchanted society, a 
secularised world that thought 
it was being emancipated, but 
where religion is being thrown 
out, the window is being opened to 
superstition and irrationality.”

Like believing in demons and 
claiming the devil made you do 
something wrong perhaps? Every 
organised religion in history has 
been based almost exclusively on 
superstition and irrationality, that’s 
why they’re all so wealthy. You 
never see a skint cardinal, do you?

Like a sleazy ’70s disc jockey 
they prey on the vulnerable, 
impressionable and needy and then 
blame their victims or the views of 
the time when they get caught. And 
woe betide you if you disagree with 
them. Remember Copernicus? Or 
Salman Rushdie?

In a homily this week Pope 
Francis himself claimed that the 
devil was behind the persecution of 
early Christian martyrs, who were 
murdered for their faith. 

This of course is to conveniently 
ignore the fact that much of the 

persecution and imposed martyrdom 
was carried out in the name of one 
religion or another – and still is.

But I digress. The Torygraph, 
which carried the exorcism story, 
provided this helpful guide to 
possession, presumably for those 
among their readers who may want 
to look out for the signs. Although 
the key sign is obviously that you’re 
reading the Daily Telegraph.

“Demonic possession manifests 
itself in people babbling in foreign 
languages, shaking uncontrollably 
and vomiting nails, pieces of metal 
and shards of glass, according 
to those who believe in the 
phenomenon,” it states assuredly.

Sounds like an average night 
out in Sunderland to me.

And while we’re on the subject 
of irrationality and superstition, 
it wasn’t so long ago that unwed 
mothers – not fathers of course 
– were locked up in asylums or 
religious institutions as mentally 
defective or for allegedly having 
been possessed by evil.

And things haven’t moved on 
much. This week saw a test case 

thrown out at the High Court on 
the issue of abortion rights. The 
case, brought by a young woman 
from Northern Ireland who had 
had to travel to England to get a 
termination, challenged the British 
state’s refusal to allow women 
from Ulster to have free access to 
abortions on the NHS.

She had been forced to travel 
for the procedure, carried out at a 
Marie Stopes clinic in Manchester 
due to Northern Ireland’s backward 
and draconian stance on abortion 
rights, which sees religious 
fundamentalists of all stripes and 
parties rigidly oppose terminations 
except in the most extreme of 
circumstances.

Again, many of them are 
middle-aged men who seem to feel 
entitled to smugly pontifi cate on an 
issue which has absolutely nothing 
to do with them.

This column has a long held 
rule of thumb when it comes to the 
issue of reproductive rights. 

It’s simple – if you don’t have 
ovaries you don’t get a vote.
Morning Star 
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Church of Rome declares war on superstition. 
Oh, and demons

The GMO push in Britain
Colin Todhunter

British Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs Secretary Owen Paterson is a 
staunch supporter of the genetically modi-
fi ed food (GM) sector. Despite criticisms 
of him being an industry puppet and con-
tent to ignore the devastating, deleterious 
health, environmental, social and agricul-
tural impacts of GMOs, both he and other 
offi cials like the EU’s chief science advisor 
Anne Glover have been more than happy 
to act as mouthpieces for the GM sector by 
making false statements and claims about 
the benefi ts and safety of GMOs that fl y in 
the face of scientifi c fi ndings.

Paterson’s support for GMOs is being car-
ried out in partnership with a number of institu-
tions, including the Agricultural Biotechnology 
Council (ABC), which is backed by GM com-
panies such as Monsanto, Syngenta and Bayer 
CropScience.

Evidence recently emerged of meetings 
and briefi ngs involving ministers and the ABC 
and its industry backers, despite no such meet-
ings with groups worried about the impact of 
GM on human health and the countryside. In 
response, GeneWatch UK made a Freedom of 
Information request to fi nd out what was said at 
the briefi ngs. Paterson’s department refused to 
give details. GeneWatch lodged a formal com-
plaint with the Information Commissioner in 
the hope that ministers will be forced to admit 
how GM companies are driving government 
policy. The evidence strongly suggested that the 
government is colluding with the GM industry 
to manipulate the media and plot the return of 
GM crops to Britain.

Paterson’s department refused to provide 
details of a telephone conference between the 
department and the ABC on June 10 last year. 
Ten days later, Paterson made a speech call-
ing for opposition to be dropped and claiming 

GM crops and food were “probably safer” than 
the conventional equivalent. It also refused to 
release a “message on media suggestions” sent 
by the ABC to the ministry last April, or details 
of discussions between Monsanto and the min-
istry two months before. In addition, his minis-
try would not provide details of a meeting and 
emails between former environment minister 
David Heath and the ABC.

However, details of certain emails have 
now been made public. They reveal what the 
veil of secrecy is trying to hide and what many 
strongly suspected: collusion between the gov-
ernment and the GM sector is rife.

The emails between civil servants and the 
GM industry reveal how the two developed a 
media strategy to convince the public about the 
merits of GM food. Writing on the Mail Online 
website, Sean Poulter notes that the email con-
tacts were part of a wider strategy designed to 
relax European regulations on growing GM 
crops and spend millions of taxpayers’ money 
on GM research in British fi elds. Owen Pater-
son has pushed for faster approval of new crops 
and lobbying for public support and has lobbied 
the EU to allow biotech crops to be planted in 
Britain even if they are banned elsewhere.

Poulter argues that such support repre-
sents a coup for the GM industry and follows a 
meeting with ministers and researchers in 2012 
which came up with a series of “to do” lists.

The GM sector is working to get its products 
into Britain by infi ltrating or creating institu-
tions and co-opting strategically placed politi-
cians and offi cials in order to infl uence decision 
making and manipulate public perception about 
GM crops. The ABC has been central in infl u-
encing government policy. Indeed, Poulter notes 
that email exchanges often coincided with major 
announcements by ministers, which shifted gov-
ernment policy in support of GM crops.

Civil servants hosted a meeting with indus-
try leaders in June 2013 to decide how to present 

the government’s agri-tech strategy. Offi cials 
at the Business, Innovations and Skills (BIS) 
department even emailed the ABC asking for 
advice on how to promote the policy. Poulter 
writes that one BIS offi cial asked for “any ideas 
you may have that will showcase agri-tech – as 
you are aware it will need to be eye-catching but 
refl ect the main themes of the strategy.”

BIS also created a list of journalists and 
infl uential people who should be targeted with 
information about the new strategy and asked 
the ABC if it wanted to add any names or fl ag 
up “potential pitfalls.” The ABC responded by 
adding some names, but it also highlighted a 
number of journalists on the list who had been 
critical of GM.

The GM sector – via Paterson’s and 
his Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
department, the BIS, the ABC, the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Science and Technol-
ogy in Agriculture strategically placed scien-
tists with their “independent” reports and the 
industry-backed Science Media Centre – is 
mounting a full-fl edged assault on Britain.

Its strategy also involves an ongoing 
attempt to get GM food into the EU via the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship (TTIP/TAFTA), which is also shrouded 
in secrecy. The negotiations for this treaty are 
backed by the US GM sector: it is aimed at 
dismantling regulations on behalf of big corpo-
rations, bypassing democratic procedures and 
threatening governments with legal action.

The majority of the British public who 
express a view on GM food do not want it. 
However, we are experiencing a consistent, 
multi-pronged attack on democracy that seeks 
to distort the debate over the GM issue, hijack 
institutions, co-opt so-called ‘public servants’ 
and pass off vest commercial interests as the 
“public good”.

The GM sector will only get its products 
into Britain (and elsewhere) if its institutions 
and mouthpieces in government, academia and 
the media are left unchallenged. Part of the 
strategy involves counting on a misinformed 
and easily manipulated public.
globalresearch.ca 


