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In the run-up to the May budget the gov-
ernment has been foreshadowing some 
of the nasties that lie ahead for the aged, 
sick, unemployed, low income and other 
disadvantaged groups. Amongst the most 
recent of these are warning of impending 
cuts to the aged pension and cuts to nurs-
ing home subsidies. Public education is 
on the chopping block. In fact, all welfare 
payments are in the government’s sights. 
Medicare is about to be privatised and a 
co-payment introduced for GP visits and 
hospital emergency departments. Everyone 
knows that the $6 co-payment being fl oated 
won’t remain at $6.

We are constantly being told about a budget 
crisis and referred to a “blowout” in the budget 
defi cit. The Abbott government has worked 
hard to infl ate the budget defi cit, even giving 
the Reserve Bank of Australia $8.8 billion to 
put in its reserves. This is a bank that looks set 
to make $6 billion or more in profi ts this year.

There is no shortage of money for some 
budget items. Abbott is set to pour billions 
more into an already bloated military budget. 
He shows no concern about the rapidly growing 
30-40 percent private health insurance rebate.

Dan Harrison (Sydney Morning Herald, 
10-01-2014) notes that its “annual cost has 
risen faster than any other component of gov-
ernment health spending, from $1.4 billion in 
1999-2000 to $5.5 billion in 2012-13.” It is 
now estimated to be $6 billion per annum – an 
indirect handout (corporate welfare) to an oth-
erwise unsustainable private hospital system.

Apparently we can afford another round of 
corporate tax cuts. But the “ageing population” 
is unsustainable! Rising costs of health serv-
ices, the aged pension, aged care, public educa-
tion, the national disability insurance scheme, 
unemployment benefi ts, etc, are also portrayed 
as unsustainable. And we are told that it is nec-
essary to sell off what remains of the Common-
wealth’s assets – to fund more tollways.

The “budget crisis” is not only being used 
to slash social spending and privatise every-
thing in sight, but it is being used to argue for 
an increase in the GST (see page 2 Editorial).

Hiding behind the smokescreen of budget 
defi cits and unsustainable payments is a gov-
ernment hell-bent on a major transformation 
in the role of government. The democratic 
processes and sovereign powers of the state 
are being handed over to the big corporations, 

including foreign-based ones. This is occurring 
on many fronts.

For example, Trans Pacifi c Partnership and 
free trade agreements with Japan and south 
Korea, give foreign corporations the power 
to sue the Australian government for damages 
if their profi t-making capacity is or might be 
reduced by government laws or regulations. 
The removal of “red and green tape” gives 
developers and mining corporations a free 
hand.

The government is withdrawing from its 
responsibilities to provide for the well-being 
of people. Hockey repeatedly reminds us that 
“the age of entitlement” is over, meaning the 
destruction of what is known as the welfare 
state. In the place of government provision of 
services and pensions, will be “self-provision” 
by individuals. If you can’t afford to pay to see 
a GP then you won’t see one. Any pensions 
or benefi ts paid by the government will be a 
“safety net”, carrying a stigma of “charity”, or 
portrayed as undeserving.

This involves a fundamental philosophical 
and ideological shift in the government’s role. 
If this agenda is enacted, the days when people 
paid their taxes during their working lives and 
had certain entitlements during different phases 
of their lives will be over.

The corporate sector does not want to pay 
taxes on its profi ts. It has nothing to do with 
people’s needs being unsustainable. If there 
were a political and ideological will, they 
would be very sustainable. There is no short-
age of money; never before in our history has 
so much wealth been created.

Who pays the taxes and how the income is 
distributed is a class question. The company tax 
cuts, an increase in the GST, privatisation and 
cuts to social spending are in the interests of 
big business. The struggle to defend the public 
sector and its services and social security is in 
the interests of the working class. The budget 
defi cit line is a smokescreen to cover up the 
government’s pro-big business agenda. 

In its short period in offi ce, the Abbott 
government has already sparked a number of 
protests some, such as against the treatment of 
asylum seekers, ongoing. Last month’s actions 
in cities around Australia were a direct response 
to the government’s slash and burn in next 
month’s budget..

As the government’s vicious austerity pro-
gram bites ever deeper, the imperative to grow 
opposition on the ground will take on great 
urgency and momentum. 
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Former foreign minister Bob Carr’s speech about the 
disproportionate influence of the Zionist lobby on government 
policy was greeted with howls of outrage from members of both 
major parties. And that just proves his point! He was absolutely 
right in criticising the “settlement” of Palestinian villages and 
farms with Israeli housing developments, and in drawing a crucial 
distinction between being anti-Jewish and anti-Israeli, a distinction 
the Zionists deliberately fail to make. More on this later, but in 
the meantime please send us a contribution for the next issue, and 
many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
Robert Girvan $5, Guardian Kitchen Club (Press Fund tin) $90.50, 
Mark Mannion $5, Dianna $100, “Round Figure” $19.50
This week’s total: $220 Progressive total: $2,580

Preparing the ground 
for GST increase

Hardly a day goes by without the Coalition government, a big 
business representative or economist warning that spending on aged 
care, health, pensions or some other area of social spending is un-
sustainable. The sale of Medibank Public and other privatisations 
are defended with similar references. Increasingly, there are calls 
for an increase in the GST.

The public is being softened to accept the unacceptable as the 
unavoidable or inevitable. This is particularly so with the GST which 
is a regressive tax that hits those on the lowest incomes the hardest.

The Hawke-Keating Labor government had attempted to in-
troduce a goods and services tax in the 1980s but, not wishing to 
commit political suicide, backed off under considerable pressure 
from the public and within its own ranks.

Liberal leader John Hewson made a GST the centrepiece of their 
“Fightback!” platform in the 1993 election and lost the “unlosable” 
election.

It took the Howard government with the support of Australian 
Democrats leader Meg Lees in the Senate to get the highly unpopular 
GST up and running. It came into force in July 2000. The never-to-
be-increased GST was set in concrete with a requirement that there 
be unanimous support of the federal and all state governments for 
it to be increased.

Some goods and services were exempt from the GST, a con-
cession gained by the Democrats from the Howard government 
before agreeing to the tax. It was the beginning of the end of the 
Democrats; the other nail in their coffi n was Kevin Andrews’ support 
for WorkChoices in the Senate in 1995.

Unlike a progressive tax system, where those on higher incomes 
pay at a higher (marginal) rate in the dollar, the GST is a fl at 
tax. Everyone pays 10 percent, regardless of whether they are on 
unemployment benefi ts of $255.25 a week or a business person on 
$25,000 a week. Those on lower incomes also spend a far higher 
proportion of their income on GST taxable goods and services.

The PAYG income tax system is more progressive, with those on 
higher incomes paying a higher rate in the dollar once their income 
reaches certain thresholds. It is an unfair tax that shifts the tax 
burden onto those least able to pay and lets the corporate sector 
completely off the hook. Not surprisingly big business is keen to 
slash company tax rates and increase the GST.

Big business is in the driving seat with the Abbott govern-
ment. Their aim is to eventually abolish company taxation. Labor 
Treasurer Paul Keating began winding back the company rate in 
the late 1980s. Since then it has gone from 46 cents in the dollar 
to 30 cents and is set to be further reduced in 2015 and the years 
to follow.

According to Treasury fi gures, GST income last year was just 
over $50 billion. An increase in the GST to 12 or 15 percent would 
bring in an additional $10 billion or $25 billion.

The extra take could be used by the Commonwealth to reduce 
its contributions to the states and so fund corporate tax cuts or 
purchase a few jet fi ghters or missiles!

Lifting the present exemptions on fresh food, education, health, 
community care and residential services, childcare, water, sewerage 
and drainage, fi nancial related exemptions could raise more than $20 
billion in additional GST revenue – the equivalent of almost $1,000 
extra per person. (Treasury’s Tax Expenditures Statement 2013)

If the federal and state governments agreed to lift the exemptions 
and increase the rate, then the amount collected might rise from 
just over $50 billion to $85 billion (12% rate) or $95 billion (15%). 
That’s more than the corporate sector presently pays on its profi ts!

These estimates fail to take into account the impact of a higher 
GST on people’s pockets. For the millions of Australians who are 
already fi nancially stretched, it would be disastrous. It would result 
in increased hardship and the purchase of fewer goods and services 
and have a serious contractionary effect on the economy. As demand 
declined, more businesses would go belly up, and more workers 
would be sacked.

The tax system needs reform. The GST should be abolished. 
Company tax and the marginal rates on higher incomes should be 
increased. At the same time billions could be raised to meet social 
needs by slashing corporate welfare and closing the loopholes that 
allow highly profi table transnational corporations to pay peanuts 
or no tax at all.

Statement

Friends of Cuba
Farah Notash

A clear line has been running from January 1959 – 
the Cuban Revolution – till today.

The revolution in Cuba, the most anti- imperialist 
revolution, has always been loyal to her people and to the 
people of the world. Its aims and goals have been honest 
and unchanged since the fi rst days of the revolution.

We are the luckiest generation, to be contemporary to 
the great leader of Cuba, Fidel Castro. The man who has 
always had great love and honesty towards his people, 
and been honoured by the support of his people in return.

The world will never forget the resistance of this great 
nation against the imperialists’ sanctions for more than 
half a century.

Our respect and admiration for Fidel Castro, his 
nation and his comrades such as Che Guevara, should 
manifest itself through the following of their views and 
support for their ideas. Most importantly we must have 
correct knowledge of Cuba’s steps in the international 
fi eld against imperialism. This is the greatest help to 
Cuba. Worldwide political support for Cuba is the great-
est part of international struggle against imperialism.

The events going on in the world should be our main 
concerns.

Although friends of Cuba among the nations are 
many, there are very few, among state leaders.

Only 11 states voted against the UN resolution con-
demning the Crimean referendum of the March 16. One 
of these states was the brave Cuba.

Brave Cuba is one of those 11 states out of 193 who 
supported Russia against fascism and nationalism.

There were 58 abstentions.
The rest were absent, including Iran and Israel, 

hand-in-hand! 
Now the Friends of Cuba see the great distance 

between the small minority and the great majority of serv-
ants of imperialism. And the importance of understanding 
and following Cuba’s foreign policies is also clear. 

To pull ourselves up and raise our level, we need to 
have knowledge and never lose the true crystal clear anti-
imperialist line of Cuba.
Womens-power – farah-notash.com
World’s anti-imperialist front 

Hazelwood coal mine fi re

Submissions to inquiry
The Hazelwood coal mine fi re in 
Victoria burned for more than 
six weeks. The Morwell city was 
blanketed in toxic smoke and ash 
making residents sick. Nearby 
towns also experienced smoke and 
ash particulate. Residents at the 
inquiry Morwell complained that 
the state government’s assistance 
wasn’t good enough; it purchased 
vacuum cleaners to loan to resi-
dents, gave away buckets, clean-
ing equipment and car wash and 
laundry vouchers. Other residents 
complained that the state govern-
ment has not put any money on 
the table to help get rid of the 

toxic ash in ceiling cavities and 
driveways and garages.

Insurance companies are unlike-
ly to pay up as many policies do 
not cover fi res and bush fi res unless 
they get within ten metres of your 
home. Every policy has different 
terms and conditions and it depends 
upon those conditions if any claim 
is paid. It also will depend upon 
whether or not the Insurance Coun-
cil declares a catastrophic event, 
which is unlikely. The state govern-
ment says it won’t commit to help-
ing those who miss out on insurance 
coverage but say it will consider it.

The long term health effects of 

the inhalation of the particulates 
(soot) are known but the state health 
authorities have failed to inform 
the local residents of the hazard-
ous nature of their exposure such 
as carcinogenic and cardiovascular 
effects. Burning coal releases many 
toxic heavy metals such as mercury, 
chromium, cadmium and arsenic. 
Some of the gases produced are 
sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and 
carbon monoxide.

The Communist Party has put a 
written submission into the inquiry 
detailing the long term health 
effects of the coal mine fi re. 
info@hazelwoodinquiry.vic.gov.au 

Sydney Palm Sunday

(Photos: Linda Knowles)
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Sydney’s Domain and 
Botanic Gardens threatened
Peter Mac

Obsessed with converting public 
assets into profi t-laden private 
sector ventures, the NSW govern-
ment is arguing all such assets 
should generate revenue to pay 
for the future development of new 
infrastructure.

It now intends to allow major 
new developments within Sydney’s 
iconic Botanical Gardens and the 
Public Domain, which abut the north-
eastern corner of the central business 
district. A tourism lobbyist recently 
described them enthusiastically as 
playing “a critical role in the visitor 
economy”.

A newly-commissioned Master 
Plan proposes a new 5-star 180-
room hotel rising over the existing 
Domain car park and overlooking 
the Domain, where a permanent per-
formance shell and new railway sta-
tion would be constructed.

Within the Gardens a new 
visitor centre, restaurant and retail 
space would be constructed next to 
the entrance from the Opera House, 
as well as a new restaurant, func-
tion centre and covered terrace 
alongside Mrs Macquarie’s Chair, 
which overlooks the harbour at the 
tip of the eastern promontory of 
Farm Cove.

An open-air restaurant would 
be constructed on a wide concrete 
bridge over the expressway that cur-
rently separates the Domain and the 
Gardens.

The area of the Gardens would 
be reduced to accommodate a major 
new building for the Gallery, and a 
new ferry jetty would be provided on 
the eastern shore of Farm Cove.

The Plan has been subject to 
biting criticism from former Prime 
Minister Paul Keating. That’s pretty 
ironic. Keating has doggedly defend-
ed the appallingly overcrowded 
Barangaroo scheme, and in particular 
that monstrous monument to insatia-
ble greed, James Packer’s proposed 
hotel/casino building.

But is he right about the Domain 
and Botanical Gardens Master Plan? 

History counts
The Botanic Gardens occupy 

the site of the fi rst European farm in 

Australia, established soon after the 
First Fleet arrived in 1788.

In 1926 the farm was converted 
to public use for the cultivation and 
study of local and introduced species. 
Its current emphasis is on plant ecol-
ogy, conservation and management.

The Domain originally formed 
the southern and easternmost por-
tions of the grounds of Government 
House, which today overlooks Circu-
lar Quay. In 1830 the Domain was set 
aside for public use as an open area.

It became a “speakers’ corner” 
and many political fi gures addressed 
the public there. The great com-
munist public speaker Stan Moran, 
a regular performer at the Domain, 
nicknamed former Prime Minister 
Robert Menzies “Pig-iron Bob” for 
selling Japan cast iron that was used 
for armaments production. (Menzies 
hated him, and referred to him rather 
less poetically as “that little bastard 
Moran”).

In the 1960s, construction of an 
expressway separated the Domain 
from the Gardens. The Domain is a 
big, friendly, open green fi eld bor-
dered with mature trees. It is used 
for touch football matches, lunches, 
occasional open-air opera perform-
ances, or just for a very pleasant 
stroll.

The Botanic Gardens, which 
featured in the recent TV series 
“Around the World in 80 Gardens”, 
are stunningly beautiful, mature and 
dignifi ed.

The picturesque architecture of 
its service and administration build-
ings dates back to the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, with some stun-
ning additional structures added 
within the last 30 years.

The vast array of plants, both 
native and imported, forms the basis 
of the ongoing scientifi c research 
that has been conducted ever since 
the Gardens were established.

So how good 
is the Plan?

The proposed visitor centre could 
assist in interpretation of the signifi -
cance of the area. The present Gar-
dens restaurant is frequently crowded 
and could do with some extra space, 
and extra toilet facilities throughout 

the Gardens and the Domain are cer-
tainly needed.

The proposed children’s play 
facilities have the potential to enrich 
the visitor experience, provided they 
are unobtrusive and genuinely con-
tribute to the children’s interpretation 
of the Gardens.

But these are minor innovations. 
In contrast, the hugely expensive 
expressway bridge is only aimed 
at providing a profi table restaurant 
business venue. The plan’s recom-
mendation for cutting a slice out of 
the Gardens for the benefi t of the 
Gallery is indefensible, and exhib-
its a high degree of contempt for the 
Garden’s scientifi c and cultural role.

As Keating has argued, extra 
accommodation for the Gallery 
should be built over the Domain car 
park, rather than a hotel.

The Plan’s proponents have 
argued that the sort of events it 
advocates are already occurring, 
with open-air opera being staged in 
the open Domain and fi lms shown on 
a massive screen at the water’s edge 
in Farm Cove.

However, these events are held 

for only a brief period each year, after 
which the facilities are removed, 
and peace and tranquillity, the most 
appealing attributes of the Gardens 
and the Domain return again.

That attribute is inconsistent with 
the Plan’s aim for year-round events 
in the Domain, night time events in 
the gardens, and a major boost in the 
number of visitors. And those are 
clearly the primary objectives of the 
Plan.

The enormous expenditure 
involved in building a new station for 
the Domain could only be logically 
justifi ed if it was to serve a major 
new intensively-used entertainment 
venue.

The proposed new restaurants 
would be highly intrusive. If imple-
mented, construction of a café, retail 
and function space, and a glazed-roof 
terrace would rob Mrs Macquarie’s 
Chair of its unspoiled landscape and 
historical character of quiet contem-
plation. Regardless of its architec-
tural qualities it would inevitably be 
a blot on the landscape.

Professor David Mabberley, 
former executive director of the 

Gardens, appears to have disagreed 
vigorously with the Plan’s commer-
cial orientation, and has now been 
sidelined.

With its major emphasis on new 
transport, entertainment and accom-
modation facilities, the Plan is clearly 
intended to make the Gardens and the 
Domain a rip-roaring commercial 
success.

That approach has not been 
taken in New York’s Central Park, 
London’s Hyde Park or the Kew 
Gardens, but apparently if it means 
Sydney’s Domain and Botanic Gar-
dens lose their beauty, charming 
character or peace and tranquillity, 
that’s just too bad.

Former state Premier Bob Carr 
has appealed to trade unions to place 
green bans on commercial develop-
ment of the sites, and Unions NSW 
has agreed to do so. Other organisa-
tions such as the National Trust and 
Sydneysiders in general are sure to 
rally in defence of these wonderful 
city landmarks.

So if the government still decides 
to implement the Plan’s recommen-
dations, then bring it on. 

Sydney’s Botanic Gardens.

Pete’s Corner
Freedom for union activists in Iran, 

justice for Reza Barati
Freedom loving people of Australia, 

Shahrokh Zamani and Reza Shahabi, union leaders in Iran are jailed 

because of defending workers. Shahrokh Zamani is on hunger strike and 

has lost 20 kilograms and we fear for his life. Reza Shahabi is sick and 

needs to rest but he has been jailed instead! Reza Barati was an asylum 

seeker who was murdered on Manus Island. Therefore, we condemn the ill 

treatment of the union leaders in Iran and demand the release of Shahrokh 

Zamani, Reza Shahabi and the rest of political activists in Iran. We demand 

an unbiased commission to investigate the death of Reza Barati and to 

bring his murderers to justice.

A rally will be held on
Date: Thursday, April 17, 2014

Place: Sydney Town Hall, George Street

Time: 2pm to 5pm

For further information please contact 0413 489 420

Solidarity Committee with Iranian Workers Movement – Australia

proletarianunite@gmail.com
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Rudi Maxwell

Northern Territory Chief Minister 
Adam Giles has accused the three 
Aboriginal MPs who resigned 
from the Country Liberal Party 
(CLP) last week of playing the 
“race card”.

Arnhem MP Larisa Lee, Arafura 
MP Francis Xavier Kurrupuwu and 
Namatjira MP Alison Anderson – 
who Mr Giles had suspended from the 
party – ended weeks of speculation 
and negotiation by slipping their 
resignation letters under the door of 
the CLP headquarters in Darwin.

In an extended interview on 
NITV, Ms Lee said there was “no 
hope for Aboriginal people in this 
party”, Ms Anderson related how 
she and Ms Lee had been called 
“Iubras” by CLP members, and Mr 
Kurrupuwu described how he had 
been constantly disrespected and 
subjected to racist behaviour.

“If we’re going to walk out of 
the CLP it’s going to be the proudest 
moment of our lives because we’re 
not breast-plated niggers, we’re 
home-grown traditional people,” 
Ms Lee said. However, Mr Giles, a 
Kamilaroi (NSW) man, dismissed 
the accusations.

“I don’t tolerate racism and 
call it out when I see it, but those 
allegations have never been raised 
with me and I’ve never heard racist 

comments made,” he told the Koori 
Mail.

“It’s important to note the 
sequence of events here. A week 
ago, Alison Anderson and Larisa Lee 
demanded to be made ministers in 
the government and were demanding 
that some existing ministers, 
including (Aboriginal woman) Bess 
Price, should be sacked to make way 
for them.

“When I refused their demands, 
their reaction was to pull out the 
race card. When the chips are down 
sometimes it’s easier to break the 
glass and hit the racist button, rather 
than discuss policy reform.”

Ms Anderson, Ms Lee and 
Mr Kurrupuwu did not respond to 
requests for interview.

Relations between Ms Anderson 
and Mr Giles have been strained 
since before he rolled Terry Mills for 
the top NT job. Just over a year ago 
Ms Anderson, who was one of Mr 
Mills’ cabinet ministers, nominated 
Mr Giles for deputy leader, which 
he refused, leading Ms Anderson to 
call him a “little boy” and threaten 
to leave the CLP if Mr Giles was 
elected leader.

However, a week later she 
threw her support behind Mr Giles 
and when he emerged victorious 
from the leadership spill she was 
rewarded with the Children and 
Families, Regional Development, 

Local Government and Women’s 
Policy portfolio. Mr Giles also 
abolished the Indigenous Affairs 
department, saying Aboriginal 
needs and programs should be every 
portfolio’s responsibility.

In September last year Mr Giles 
reshuffl ed his ministry, sending Ms 
Anderson to the backbench and 
elevating Stuart MP Bess Price.

Ms Anderson was elected to 
the NT Assembly as a Labor Party 
member in 2005 but left the cabinet 
and went to the crossbenches in 
2009 after a dispute over Indigenous 
housing. She sat as an independent 
for two years before joining the CLP 
in 2011.

Ructions between the trio and 
the party began to come to a head 
three weeks ago, when the three 
walked out of Parliament before 
question time. 

Ms Anderson told NITV that the 
reason the trio walked was they were 
being instructed to ask questions to 

which they believed the answers 
were untrue, particularly in regards 
to government spending in the bush. 
“We did it because we saw things not 
working for our people,” she said.

“We decided as a three that we 
would go in there for prayers, and 
we would stand up for our people 
with pride and honour and walk 
out. Yes, we did ask ... to be made 
ministers and for a whole department 
of Indigenous Affairs, and why 
shouldn’t we? We (Aboriginal 
people) are 36 percent of the 
Territory’s population, we got this 
government elected and we want 
them to start focusing on the poorest 
people in the Northern Territory.”

But Mr Giles disputed the 
accusations that his government 
wasn’t doing enough for Aboriginal 
people in the bush, saying they 
were investing in the infrastructure, 
roads and bridges that would allow 
investment by private companies to 
create jobs.

He pointed to millions of dollars 
in spending on regional roads, 
facilitation of economic development 
talks with regional communities, the 
ferry service to the Tiwi Islands, the 
local government reform process, 
new police stations in Gapuwiyak 
and Ramingining, improved 
telecommunications, the $1.7 million 
Homelands Extra program and the 
Indigenous education review as 
evidence of his government’s support 
of the bush.

“I am committed to breaking 
the destructive cycle of welfare 
dependency and want to get people 
off welfare and into work,” he said. 
“This process will take time, but we 
have made an impressive start. We 
are getting on with the job and won’t 
be distracted by the political stunts 
of a handful who are pushing their 
own personal ambitions, dressed up 
as policy outrage.”

Koori Mail 

PM Abbott 
risks being 
branded a liar

Villawood asylum seekers 
declare mass hunger strike

“If Mr Abbott does not promptly 
deny reports that the government 
plans to cut ABC funds he risks 
being branded a liar,” said Glenys 
Stradijot, ABC Friends national 
spokesperson.

The Sydney Morning Herald 
and Sunday Age have revealed that 
the government is poised to cut 
ABC funding and strip the ABC of 
the international broadcasting serv-
ice, Australia Network.

“Tony Abbott’s promise before 
the election was clear. When asked, 
he categorically ruled out cuts to 
the ABC: ‘no cuts to the ABC and 
SBS’.

“There have been no unforeseen 
changes that can warrant a promise 
like this being broken.

“If Mr Abbott were to break his 
promise, it would be a case of clear 
deception.”

Ms Stradijot said that it is unac-
ceptable for anyone to mislead the 
community in a bid to be elected, let 
alone the person seeking the highest 
offi ce in government and that voters 
view such deception as a breach of 
trust and will respond accordingly.

“Some politicians may be sensi-
tive to the scrutiny of an independ-
ent broadcaster and prefer to keep 
the public in the dark. But the vast 
majority of Australians appreci-
ate and support the ABC’s critical 
role as an unbiased and intelligent 
national public broadcaster.

“Should this government break 
its promise and cut the ABC in 
any way, they can expect a huge 
backlash that will be sustained 
until the next election,” said Ms 
Stradijot. 

Villawood asylum seekers began 
a mass hunger strike on Sunday 
(no-one took lunch) in protest at 
the forced transfers from Villa-
wood to Curtin and Yongah Hill.

The fi rst group of around 40 
were transferred to Curtin that 
morning after police broke a block-
ade attempting to stop buses taking 
asylum seekers from Villawood to 
the airport.

A second group, mostly Viet-
namese, is scheduled to be forcibly 
transferred to Yongah Hill in West-
ern Australia next Saturday.

Asylum seekers have also 
spelled out “HELP” and “FREE-
DOM” in large letters on the lawn 
area inside the detention centre.

Security company Serco and 
immigration staff at Villawood 
detention centre are also desperately 
trying to force an 83-year-old Iraqi 
asylum seeker, Fatima, into a wheel 
chair so she can be taken to the bus 
to be transported to the airport and 
then to detention in Darwin.

“We are calling on the Minister 
to call off the transfer. Brutalising 

an 83-year-old is too high a price 
for the bureaucratic convenience 
of the Immigration Department. 
The mother and daughter can 
easily be accommodated in the 
Villawood detention centre. Indeed 
a psychiatric report has recom-
mended that Fatima be placed in 
the community,” said Ian Rintoul, 
spokesperson for the Refugee 
Action Coalition.

“You might think at 83, having 
fl ed Iraq and UAE, she would be 
entitled to some peace, security, and 
proper care,” said Rintoul.

The IHMS doctor at Villawood 
has refused to examine Fatima to 
make a report on whether Fatima 
is “fi t to fl y”. Fatima’s 38-year-
old daughter, Intisar, says that her 
mother is too sick and upset to fl y. 
“She is lying in bed and cannot 
move,” Intisar told the Refugee 
Action Coalition.

Despite her reports of kidney 
and other pain and her history of 
heart problems, Serco and immigra-
tion have spent hours trying to force 
her onto the bus.

Refugee supporters have 
been at the gates of Villawood 
detention centre since 6.30am 
this morning to protest against 
the forced transfers of asylum 
seekers from Villawood to 
remote and less accessible deten-
tion centres.

The report of the self-immo-
lation of a Tamil refugee has also 
shocked and outraged refugee 
supporters.

“That an asylum seeker could 
be driven to such desperation is 
directly attributable to the gov-
ernment’s harsh policies punish-
ing bridging visa holders and the 
fl aws in the refugee determina-
tion process,” said Ian Rintoul.

A major rally and march to 
“Declare Peace on Refugees” 
was held on Palm Sunday in 
Sydney’s Hyde Park. Speak-
ers included, Phil Glendenning 
(Edmund Rice Centre), Hazara 
Youth Perspectives, Firas Naji 
(Arab Council Australia) and 
Aboriginal activist, Dulcie 
Flowers. 

Accusations fl y 
as trio dump NT CLP

NT Aboriginal MPs Larisa Lee, Francis Xavier Kurrupuwu and Alison Anderson with their letters of resignation from the 
Country Liberal Party. (Photo: Amos Aikman, News Corp)

SUPPORT THE CUBAN 5

Support event outside US Consulate

Martin Place, Sydney

Monday May 5, 5pm

Come and support the Five.

Organised by Sydney Central Branch, CPA

Further info Maria 0431 275 434
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Bob Briton

Tabloid media coverage of the 
PM’s recent tour of Japan, South 
Korea and China took up the 
made-to-order theme – Tony 
Abbott the man of action who 
broke through on “free” trade 
agreements where Labor had 
dithered for years. He would have 
pulled off the trifecta of agree-
ments with the three Asian eco-
nomic powerhouses but for the 
complexity of the issues with the 
People’s Republic and the lack 
of shared “values”. That’s what 
the transnationals would like 
the public to believe. The real 
purpose of the tour was to help 
tighten the US cordon around the 
Asia-Pacifi c, to shore up its eco-
nomic interests, to try and lure 
them deeper into the big power 
economic-political camp and 
away from the growing economic 
infl uence of China and further 
prepare an alliance for war with 
the PRC.

Very few people are expect-
ing great benefi ts to fl ow from the 
“free” trade agreements. In fact, the 
one concluded with Japan is more 
appropriately called a “preferential 
trade deal”. There is no obligation on 
retailers to pass on the very modest 
tariff cuts on Japanese electronics 
and cars to Australian consumers. 
Most will pocket the savings in order 
to boost their bottom line. And while 
beef and (to a much lesser extent) 
dairy exporters have welcomed the 
increased access to Japanese mar-
kets, rice-growers, pork producers 
and sugar exporters have protested 
the lack of real change enshrined in 
the deal.

The PM was accompanied for 
part or all the trip by a Rudd-style 
select group of 20 admiring com-
pany executives but Abbott’s most 
noteworthy “gains” were of the 

strategic, military kind. He was as at 
one with his hawkish Japanese PM 
Shinzo Abe regarding the disputed 
Diaoyu/Senkaku islands in the East 
China Sea and altering the role and 
size of Japan’s military. The Japanese 
government recently loosened a self-
imposed ban on arms exports as part 
of its increasingly aggressive military 
posture.

During his previous term as PM, 
Abe pushed for a “Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue” to include the 
US, Japan, India and Australia. He 
looked forward to a “Democratic 
Security Diamond” stretching from 
India, Australia, Japan to the US state 
of Hawaii with shared responsibility 
for looking after this US economic 
and military pond. During his tour, 
Abbott was guest at Abe’s National 
Security Council where the “vision” 
was explored further.

Abbott and Abe issued a joint 
communiqué that “re-affi rmed the 
importance of strong US engage-
ment in the Asia-Pacifi c region and 
expressed their strong support for 
the US rebalance.” The “rebalance” 
is a reference to the Obama Admin-
istration’s “Pivot” to the Asia Pacifi c 
and Indian Ocean regions where it 
feels most vulnerable to open eco-
nomic competition from China. The 
expansion of US bases in the region, 
including the Marines base in Darwin 
is part of this shift in priorities. So 
is the proposed Trans Pacifi c Part-
nership Agreement “free” trade pact 
involving 12 Pacifi c Rim countries 
including Australia.

The Japanese and Australian 
Prime Ministers agreed to “elevate 
the bilateral security and defence 
relationship to a new level.” There 
will be increased inter-operability 
between the Australian and Japanese 
armed forces, cooperation on mili-
tary sciences including joint research 
on submarine technology. There will 
be more talks for the sharing of 

intelligence and regular joint military 
exercises. 

There was little consideration 
for the concerns of China of Japan’s 
worsening relationship with the PRC. 
“It’s not against any specifi c coun-
try and as far as I am concerned – as 
far as just about every other coun-
try is concerned – what we want to 
see is more democracy, more free-
dom, more respect for the rule of 
law,” he told the Australian media 
when quizzed about China’s likely 
reaction.

In Beijing, Abbott’s forced smile, 
talk of “friendship” and vague refer-
ences to “defence cooperation” with 
the PRC couldn’t mask the tensions 
created by the tour of the latest in 
the long line of US deputy sheriffs. 
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop had 
already caused offence with her 
strong public criticism of China’s 
decision to extend its air defence 
zone to take in the area around dis-
puted Diaoyu/Senkaku islands in 
November last year. Spy scandals 
and the continued bullying of Timor 
Leste for control of its oil and gas 
reserves have also damaged Austral-
ia’s standing with its neighbours in 
the region. The contradictory stance 
of successive governments in relying 
on the strength of the Chinese econo-
my while vigorously pushing for US 
economic and military advantage is 
fuelling tensions.

Australians do not support the 
destabilisation of the region, the 
expansion of the military or its 
budget. They would much rather see 
the massive expenditures currently 
wasted invested instead in neglected 
social services such as public edu-
cation, health and aged care. The 
Japanese people don’t support the 
growing militarisation of their socie-
ty, either, but in this era of imperialist 
military expansion to serve fl agging 
US economic fortunes, the will of the 
people is increasingly ignored. 

Abbott tour – 
more about war than trade

Health professionals are worried. The NSW healthcare sys-
tem which ranks quite highly compared to some others in the 
world, fails to adequately meet the needs of patients who delay 
or abandon medical treatment because of rising costs. A Bureau 
of Health Information report compared Australia with 11 oth-
er developed countries and came to the unhealthy conclusion 
that 15 percent of patients put off GP visits, fi lling a prescrip-
tion and getting basic medical tests because of out-of-pocket 
expenses. One-third did not see the dentist because they could 
not afford to. Bulk-billing doctors are overworked (as their num-
bers dwindle) and fi nd it diffi cult to spend time on preventative 
care. Everybody agrees with the sentiment that “prevention 
is better than cure” but fewer than half of adults had their cho-
lesterol checked last year, with fi gures for adults who had 
their blood pressure taken the lowest in the world. The report 
also found that emergency departments are not “clogged” 
with patients with minor complaints. Health professionals are 
against charging people who go to emergency departments 
for treatment, as some in the government have suggested.

Gas mining company Metgasco has refused to sign up to a deal 
that would recognise the right of farmers to reject drilling on their 
properties. It did not rule out forcing itself onto private land in the 
future either. The O’Farrell government came to an agreement 
with farming groups and energy giants Santos and AGL which 
recognises the right of landholders to reject or allow coal seam 
gas exploration and production on their properties. NSW Farmers 
Association president Fiona Simpson said the agreement signed 
by Santos and AGL set clear standards and “all of the industry, 
whether it is Metgasco or some of the smaller players … should 
also be signing up.” A Metgasco representative was asked 
whether the company would rule out forced entry in the future 
– “We haven’t said absolutely never”, was the reply. Farmers 
can presently refuse gas production on land used for crops, 
but companies can forcibly access other parts of the property.

US drone operators are capable of killing people thousands 
of kilometres away. “Bug splat” is a term used by drone pilots 
to refer to how victims look when seen through video cam-
eras. During the days of the fi rst Iraqi war US pilots referred to 
burnt bodies of Iraqis strewn on a highway as “crisps”. Nothing 
seems to change in the dehumanising world of the US mili-
tary. However, artists in Pakistan hope to appeal to some 
feeling of empathy among US drone operators by placing 
giant posters of child victims of drone strikes in tribal regions.

Palm Sunday Perth
In Perth about 700 people were in 
attendance and listened to speech-
es about the failure of the Liberal 
government and Tony Abbott’s 
policy towards people who come 
here to seek asylum.

People attended from a number 
of church groups, trade unions, 

political parties including the 
Greens, Labor Party and the Com-
munist Party of Australia.

One of the speakers was a 
former refugee from Iran who spoke 
of the dehumanising treatment of 
being detained on Christmas Island.

Following the rally the 

assembled peace activists marched 
around the city with colourful 
banners and chants to bring the 
message of peace to the Sunday 
afternoon shoppers in the Perth 
CBD. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping with Prime Minister Tony Abbott.
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Wayne Sonter

The Western mainstream media have kept 
on message over the last three years, per-
sistently presenting the violence in Syria as 
stemming from a ruthless tyrant’s suppres-
sion of a people’s yearning for freedom and 
democracy.

As the war progressed and the Syrian state 
stood fi rm, the mainstream account has adapted 
accordingly. The war became a civil war, one 
that is increasingly sectarian, with both sides 
committing atrocities and religious extremists 
becoming the foremost opposition forces. This, 
in turn, is used as an argument for “humanitar-
ian” intervention.

As the line goes, the tyrant Assad of course 
is still held responsible, because of his refusal 
to step down so a “transitional” government, 
composed of the opposition forces, can take 
over Syria.

Those who look beyond this mass media 
fairy tale know the real story is very different, 
that the war in Syria is a long planned project 
for regime change, initiated by the United 
States and its NATO and Gulf state  “allies”, 
along the lines of what was done in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Libya and now Ukraine.

Those the Western media and politicians 
designate as the “opposition” are not the oppo-
sition that actually exists in Syria, who oppose 
the Baathist government, but defend the inde-
pendence of Syria and its secular state. Many 
of these parties are represented in the national 
parliament and in local government.

The only “opposition” the Western media 
and politicians recognise are the creations 
maintained by the US, NATO and the Gulf 
states. The armed “rebels” are in the main for-
eign mercenaries – gangsters and jihadi death 
squads, paid for by Qatar and Saudi Arabia, 
equipped, trained and directed by US, French 
and British special forces, operating from bases 
and command centres in Turkey, Jordan, Leba-
non and Israel.

Australia a lackey
Australia, as a completely loyal US lackey, 

totally obeisant to its military and intelligence 
apparatus, is part of this gang of criminal con-
spirators, gathered together under the name, 
“Friends Of Syria”!

So it is no surprise that when a delegation 
from Australia recently visited Syria, to show 
solidarity with Syrian people and gauge the 
actual situation, both Liberal and Labor parties 
and the mass media broadly condemned it.

Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop 
called the visit “reckless” and claimed it risked 
involving Australia in the confl ict, but also 
claimed the delegation’s visit undermined 
sanctions Australia has on Syria, thus aligned 
Australia with one side of the confl ict, “which 
is something we would not do”!

Labor frontbencher Chris Bowen called the 
delegation’s visit “irresponsible” and “extraor-
dinary”, claiming that to “go and have discus-
sions and try to provide some legitimacy” to the 
Syrian government demanded an explanation.

At the same time print and broadcast media 
made sure very little space was given to mem-
bers of the delegation to actually report what 
they witnessed in Syria, merely attacking them 
for going at all!

Members of the delegation have tried to 
outfl ank the persistent refusal by the media 
and the political establishment to allow the 
real story on Syria to reach the mainstream, by 
holding a number of forums and using social 
media to get their message out.

One such forum was held recently at Sydney 

University where three of the Syrian-Australian 
women who were part of the delegation, plus 
another well known Syrian-Australian activist, 
Mimi al Laham, better known as Syrian Girl 
Partisan, addressed a full auditorium.

Delegation member, Jasmine Saadat, in 
introducing the speakers made a few salient 
points:

The confl ict in Syria has now endured for 
three years and the world has witnessed unim-
aginable atrocities, with children as well as 
religious fi gures beheaded, women raped and 
tortured and forced into prostitution and thou-
sands of Syrians kidnapped for ransom;

It was evident early on that armed militias 
intended to escalate events, and while millions 
of Syrians took to the streets to show their 
solidarity with the Syrian state and each other, 
media reports, generated by the Qatari owned 
Al Jazeera, distorted the truth and portrayed 
events with great bias;

The Syrian government called on many 
occasions for the opposition to come to the 
table, offered new reforms and amnesty for all 
who had not committed atrocities, yet the oppo-
sition never came, choosing instead, to escalate 
their military efforts. 

Ms Saadat said that three years on it has 
become apparent there never was a peace-
ful or popular uprising: the majority fi ghting 
are foreigners; and rather than a revolution, 
Syria has been set back a hundred years, as 
NATO-backed insurgents have systematically 
destroyed the country’s infrastructure, demol-
ished cities and suburbs, looted historic relics, 
devastated more than two-thirds of Syria’s 
public hospitals and health centres and 3,500 
schools and universities, desecrated churches 
and mosques and blown up electric towers and 
gas pipelines.

Women’s rights
Al-Qaeda affi liated groups now roam the 

country reaping chaos, death and destruction 
and women have suffered immensely in all this. 

“If these extremists take over the country,” 
Ms Saadat said, “what will become of women 
of Syria? What will become of their rights? 
What will be the status of a woman in Syria?”

Reme Sakr, who went to school in both 
Syria and Australia, said that to know what 
is at stake in Syria we need to know what the 
country was like before the war. 

When people talk about a movement in 
Syria supposedly helping the country move for-
ward into freedom and democracy, we need to 
know how Syrians were really living, because 
the worst thing to do would be to try to help a 
nation move forward, but instead take it back 
hundreds of years – unless of course, that is 
what is really intended.

Ms Sakr pointed out that in Syria girls and 
women have access to free education from kin-
dergarten to university. To achieve a degree of 
equality in society, women need access to edu-
cation and Syrian women have that.

Women in Syria occupy senior positions 
in all sorts of roles, including in government. 

Unlike other Arab nations, Syrian women 
get custody of children in marital disputes and 
the Syrian constitution guarantees women all 
the opportunities that enable them to partici-
pate fully and effectively in political, social, 
cultural and economic life. The state works to 
remove the restrictions that prevent women‘s 
development and their participation in building 
socialist, Arab society.

Ms Sakr said there is always more to do, 
but what Syrian women already have is an 
achievement for the region and needs to be pro-
tected, yet the Western world today is working 

with Saudi Arabia, one of the most anti-woman 
and anti-democratic governments in the world, 
to overthrow the Syrian state and its secular 
society. 

Wherever their genocidal religious fanatics 
have gained control and imposed their radical 
fundamentalist form of sharia law, women have 
been turned into slaves, with every aspect of 
their lives controlled by a man.

A young woman was recently publicly 
strangled in one of these ‘liberated’ areas for 
not adhering to sharia law and another stoned to 
death for having a facebook account, this being 
regarded as equivalent to adultery, so punish-
able by death.

Ms Sakr met a young woman from Aleppo, 
whose uncle had been killed and father and 
brother kidnapped by the Western-backed mili-
tias; she herself was a target because her fi ancé 
was Alawite. Militias had threatened to cut her 
head off and hang it in the centre of Aleppo, 
after sending ten men to rape her.

Ms Sakr said one does not have to be an 
Assad supporter to see that with the govern-
ment’s collapse or departure foreign backed 
mercenaries would seize control, and destroy 
the country, including what women have 
achieved. The defence of Syria, she concluded 
is a matter of life and death for Syrian women. 

Resilience
Elham Abboud, her husband and three chil-

dren moved to Syria in 2008, where she taught 
as a primary school teacher for nearly six years. 
Elham spoke of the ongoing disruption of peo-
ple’s lives she witnessed on her recent return 
as part of the delegation to Syria, but also com-
mended people’s resilience and determination 
to prevail against the outside forces.

Ms Abboud recalled that in Homs, the city 
in which her family lived and worked, the fi rst 
indication of the trouble to come in early 2011, 
was signalled with an outbreak of gunfi re and 
the city’s mosques loudly proclaiming that “god 
is great”, calling people to jihad. This continued 
for three days, apparently in line with a proph-
ecy that if this was maintained the earth would 
swallow the infi dels and non-believers and a 
sharia society would come into being! From 
this point the violence escalated.

Mimi El Laham contextualised Syria in 
relation to other recent NATO wars, before 
returning to the situation in her home country. 
She pointed to women’s rights being exploited 
to promote war in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and 
now Syria, but that in these countries women’s 
rights were not better, but worse than they were 
at time of invasion.

Ms El Laham quoted Afghan feminist 
Malalai Joya’s statement that Afghan women, 
“remain caged in our society, without access 
to justice and still ruled by women hating 
criminals”.

Likewise in Iraq, women were free to run 
for offi ce, to go to school and university and to 
work and freely lead a public life. Now, due to 
security and government suppression, women 
are forced to stay at home. Iraq is currently 
legalising marriage for girls as young as nine.

In Libya women’s rights were also of a 
level as existed in Iraq before US invasion. 
With US/NATO’s destruction of Libya, women 
are regarded as “spoils of war” and Libya is 
heading toward an “Afghan” model regarding 
women’s rights, according to Libyan activ-
ist, Aicha Almagrabi, The fi rst law the post-
Gaddafi  government passed was to allow men 
to marry more than one wife.

Returning to the situation in Syria Ms 
El Laham referred to the case of the fraudu-
lent blogger, “Gay Girl in Damascus”, whose 
supposed situation, as the “ultimate outsider 
revealing the dangers of political and sexual 
dissent in Syria” was used to vilify the Syrian 
government and trigger a campaign for “her” 
release from prison, before it was discovered 
that “Gay Girl” was actually an American male 
residing in Scotland!

Ms El Laham also spoke of young women 
and girls, especially those in refugee camps, 
being preyed on by the very same Saudi and 
Qatari sheiks and businessmen who are paying 
jihadi mercenaries to destroy Syria! She 
showed a video clip of girls as young as 13, 
from a refugee camp in Jordan, being procured 
as short term “wives” for these vile beings.

Embedded media
Ms El Laham concluded that while imperi-

alist states had exploited women’s rights to start 

Women in Syria – The inside sto

The defence of Syria, she concluded is a
of life and death for Syrian women. 
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a succession of wars, these wars had destroyed 
women’s rights. We must not let Syria be turned 
into another Afghanistan, she declared.

At this point an ex-SBS journalist, cur-
rently working freelance commented at length 
on the video, pointing out that she had talked 
to “hundreds” of other journalists working in 
the Middle East and they all agreed the video 
was a hoax; that the girls in the video had later 
confessed that they made the video for money.

Ms El Laham responded that she and many 
others could confi rm that events like this were 
taking place through their own connections and 
families they knew where these sorts of “mar-
riages” were occurring.

Another member of the audience declared 
he had just returned from Jordan, where he 
lived the last four years and he had witnessed 
girls being bussed to premises on the street 
where he lived and obviously wealthy clients 
arriving to pick them up.

Apparently hundreds of journalists “embed-
ded” with the forces opposed to the Syrian gov-
ernment, have never come across evidence of 
this trade, all so visible on the street, but when 
they checked with the authorities they were suf-
fi ciently reassured that such allegations were 
undoubtedly false.

The journalists’ dismissal of these victims 
of the Syrian war, relying instead on the more 
“authoritative” voice of those actually prose-
cuting the war – encapsulates the insidious role 
the mainstream media plays in these schemes 
of imperialist aggrandisement.

The media blocks the truth and actively 
fabricates falsehoods as an integral aspect of 
ensuring the war crimes, primarily stemming 
from US imperialism, but driven by the deepest 
contradictions in the whole capitalist system, 
can proceed while keeping the masses as pas-
sivised and social upheaval as minimised as 
possible.

This makes it even more critical that the 
truth behind the media facades is exposed and 
disseminated, so people are aware of, and no 
longer tolerate what their governments and 
elites do in their name.

The women who have witnessed the true 
story of what is happening inside Syria are 
determined to do this. 

Magazine

ory THE REMAKING
At twenty fi ve degrees
to the evening star
all possibilities were believable.

Summer was beautiful
that year, burnishing gold
in every corner.

The ocean was on fi re,
limpid as a lake
of pink fl amingos folding
and unfolding their wings.

On the shores of famine 
and plenty the blazing
fl owers of poisoned
hearts each blossomed
with a tear of blood.

Earth-rich worms
insinuated themselves
into thick arteries
of eternal sleep.

Dolphins rose and fell
in threaded undulations
of sleek and shining
harmony beside our boat.

When the wind dropped 
we drifted aimlessly,
our aching vessel
crying for a sail
pregnant with air.

The pale clouds hung
heavy round our necks.
In our delirium voices 
came to us, irresistible,
calling, beckoning.

We turned toward the sea-foamed
rocks, the wind piping
a beauteous song that
fl owed, thrilling and radiant,
through us like lightening

In the ocean a mass of land
appeared. There, in sodden
ditches, we found people
studying the edict “undoubtedly
it is the landlord’s right
to do as he pleases”.

Evicted and stripped
bare as bone they piled
sods around the claw 
roots of trees for shelter.

“Oh pity us. Oh what must
we do and what will 
become of us. Pity us 
here, scarce half alive.” 

We discovered the new world
coming out of the old
and, in a festering servile war,
a rebellion of slaves …

From Dreams Of A Bigger Bed

Books by Tom Pearson
Six works of poetry by the editor of the Guardian, with 
illustrations by the author. Tom has also had successful 
exhibitions with other artists at the Studio W gallery in 
Woolloomooloo. Books available from Shop@CPA –
74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills NSW 2010
or email shop@cpa.org.au or phone 02 9699 8844.

a matter 
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Blake Deppe

When the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill occurred in 2010, the story 
was mostly front and centre at 
major news sources. The disas-
ter’s aftermath is still ongoing, 
and the nature of oil corporation 
BP’s profi t-driven carelessness 
rattles those in the environmental 
movement to this day. But the oil 
spill that occurred in Texas City, 
Texas, and which has largely 
affected Galveston Bay, has fl own 
under the radar. Though smaller 
when it came to the amount of 
spillage, the incident may grow 
to be just as large in scope and 
damage, with everything and 
everyone from wildlife to workers 
currently paying the price.

The oil spread quickly
During foggy conditions on 

March 23, a Liberian merchant ship 
named Summer Wind, owned by 
Greek company Cleopatra Ship-
ping, collided with a barge owned 
by Houston-based Kirby Inland 
Marine Corp. The impact damaged 
both vessels and sent 170,000 gal-
lons of a strong “bunker fuel oil” 
into the Houston Ship Channel. The 
particularly noxious oil, called RMG 
380, split into various patches and 
travelled in two different directions 
- toward Galveston Bay and the Gulf 
of Mexico, both of which the channel 
is connected to.

Strong wind caused the oil to 
spread quickly and across a wider 
distance, and it has now affected a 

bird sanctuary, a wildlife refuge, and 
numerous pristine ecosystems. The 
sanctuary, Bolivar Flats, has been 
visited by many oil-covered birds, 
and the refuge, Matagorda Island, 
which is home to endangered species, 
has been affected.

More recently, large tar balls 
washed ashore in Mustang Island 
State Park, a popular camping and 
swimming spot near Corpus Christi 
and another sensitive area for wild-
life. The area is a nesting ground for 
turtles and shore birds.

Over 300 birds and 29 
dolphins found dead

Birds affected by the spill include 
ducks, herrings, herons, pelicans, 
sanderlings, loons, willets, and plov-
ers, the latter of which are classifi ed 
as threatened by the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. Over 300 birds have been 
found dead after being exposed to the 
oil, while 500 more were covered in 
and sickened by the crude.

Richard Gibbons, Houston 
Audubon conservation director, said 
he and others are worried because 
they expected the number of oiled 
birds to dwindle as time went on. 
Instead, they’re rapidly increasing, 
and that’s likely indicative of the 
oil’s long reach and lasting effect on 
wildlife. Furthermore, he believes 
the oil has spread all the way into the 
marshlands.

“I don’t know where it is in the 
marsh, but some marsh birds have 
been oiled,” he said. “Right now I’m 
looking at a ruddy turnstone [a type 

of bird] that looks like a black turn-
stone, covered head to toe. Part of the 
reason that this was a signifi cant spill 
was not because of the amount of oil, 
but because of the proximity that it 
has to natural habitat and globally 
important wildlife sanctuaries.”

Meanwhile, 29 dolphins have 
washed ashore, dead. Though annual 
dolphin deaths do occur, experts 
believe this particularly high number 
is likely due to exposure to the oil. 
The Texas Marine Mammal Strand-
ing Network is handling the issue, 
and testing will be required to deter-
mine for certain the cause of death. 
However, two dolphins were con-
fi rmed to have been found covered 
in oil.

Heidi Whitehead, Texas state 
operations coordinator for the net-
work, noted that even the dolphins 
that did not yet die from oil exposure 
are now at great risk. She remarked, 
“Even if the oil does not kill the dol-
phins immediately, it could cause 
health problems for the mammals 
in the long run. Long-term chronic 
effects can also happen. It’s going 
to be something we’re going to be 
investigating for a long time follow-
ing this event.”

At least two turtles have also 
been found dead.

Dire consequences
The ripple effect is also creat-

ing dire consequences for workers, 
human health, and the local economy. 
Attorney Brett Coon, who is repre-
senting an unnamed shrimp boat 
captain, said on April 9 that shrimp 
caught in the area near the spill have 
come up soaked in oil. “He discov-
ered a signifi cant amount of oil on 
the captured shrimp,” he noted. “A 
closer inspection revealed that his 
entire catch was covered with oil.”

Around the same time, the Galve-
ston County Health District issued a 
warning about eating fi sh caught in 
the immediate area of the spill. And 
restaurant owners have already taken 
a hit because of that.

Linda Speth, owner of Emery’s 
Seafood, a local seafood eatery, said, 
“The sale is down, and the reason 
why is people are afraid of eating 
the shrimp because of the oil spill.” 
Though her larger shrimp are from 
further out in the Gulf, she said, 
her smaller bay shrimp have been 
directly affected by the spill and 
exposed to the crude. Oysters have 

also been affected, and as a result, 
Speth has been forced to get these 
and other seafood from Louisiana. 
“That’s caused prices to go up,” she 
said. “You’ve got to truck it in. That 
costs money.” And having it deliv-
ered from elsewhere also means that 
local shrimp and oyster catchers are 
being put out of work. “You’re going 
to put local fi shermen on welfare 
because they can’t make a living,” 
she explained.

A waitress at Stingaree Restau-
rant and Marina in nearby Crystal 
Beach, Texas added, “Since the oil 
spill, oyster fi shing has been closed. 
Our popular Oyster Jubilee we served 
at $21.95 for one and $23.95 for two 
is currently off the menu.” Normal-
ly, oyster season is from November 
through April, she said, but “we’ve 
missed it. We won’t have oysters 
again until next November.”

Doug Rader, chief oceans scien-
tist for the Environmental Defence 
Fund, said, “The health of the local 
seafood populations is intimately tied 
to the health of Galveston Bay.”

Greg Stunz, a biologist at the 
Harte Research Institute for Gulf of 
Mexico Studies at Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Corpus Christi, suggested the 
situation with the shrimp is going to 
grow worse as they get closer to the 
shore. “Once they start using the 
marshes,” he said, “that is the defi n-
ing moment of when everything’s 
got to be just right.” Unfortunately, 
a shoreline covered in tar balls does 
not provide such conditions. “The 
marshes are their homes and grocery 
stores,” he concluded. “And if your 
home’s polluted, you’re not going to 
survive.”
People’s World 

The big oil disaster you’re 
not hearing about

US sailors and Marines 
allege Fukushima 
radiation sickness
Amy Goodman

Three years have passed since 
the earthquake and tsunami that 
caused the nuclear disaster at 
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant in Japan. The tsu-
nami’s immediate death toll was 
more than 15,000, with close to 
3,000 still missing. Casualties are 
still mounting, though, both in 
Japan and much farther away. 
The impact of the Fukushima 
nuclear meltdown on health and 
the environment is severe, com-
pounded daily as radioactive pol-
lution continues to pour from the 
site, owned by the Tokyo Electric 
Power Company, TEPCO.

In an unusual development, 
more than 100 US Marines and 
Navy sailors have joined a class 
action suit, charging TEPCO with 
lying about the severity of the disas-
ter as they were rushing to the scene 
to provide humanitarian assistance. 
They were aboard the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier USS Ronald 
Reagan and other vessels travel-
ling with the Reagan, engaged 
in humanitarian response to the 
disaster. The response was dubbed 
“Operation Tomodachi,” meaning 
“Operation Friendship.”

Lieutenant Steve Simmons is 

one of the plaintiffs. Before Fuku-
shima, he was physically robust. 
Eight months later, he suffered 
inexplicable health problems. He 
said on the Democracy Now! news 
hour, that, while driving to work: “I 
blacked out and drove my truck up 
on a curb. Following that, I started 
coming down with what I thought 
was just maybe a fl u, started run-
ning fevers. I dropped about 20 
to 25 pounds unexpectedly and 
then started experiencing night 
sweats, diffi culty sleeping.” He was 
hospitalised three times. Doctors 
dismissed his concerns about pos-
sible radiation poisoning. “Three 
days later, after I was discharged, 
I was back in the hospital because 
my lymph nodes started swelling, 
and still running constant fevers as 
high as 102.9.” In April 2012, his 
legs buckled under him while he 
was hospitalised. He has relied on 
a wheelchair ever since. He will be 
allowed to “medically retire” this 
coming April.

This is the second attempt to 
sue TEPCO on behalf of these sail-
ors and Marines. The fi rst lawsuit 
had eight plaintiffs and was dis-
missed for technical reasons based 
on the court’s lack of jurisdiction. 
“By June of 2013, we had 51 sailors 
and Marines who had contacted 

us with various illnesses,” lead 
attorney Charles Bonner explained, 
“including thyroid cancers, testicu-
lar cancers, brain cancers, unusual 
uterine problems, excessive uterine 
bleeding, all kinds of gynaecologi-
cal problems, problems that you do 
not see in a population of 20-year-
olds, 22-year-olds, 23-year-olds, 
even 35-year-olds. ... So, now we 
have fi led a class action for approxi-
mately a hundred sailors.” As news 
of the lawsuit spreads, many more 
will likely join in. The USS Reagan 
had at least 5,500 people on board 
when off the coast of Japan.

You might wonder why the 
group doesn’t sue their employer, 
the US Navy, as well. “The respon-
sible party for these young sailors’ 
injury is the Tokyo Electric Power 
Company, the fourth-largest power 
company in the world,” Bonner 
explained. “Tokyo Electric Power 
Company failed to tell the public, 
including the Navy, that they were 
in an active meltdown. They had a 
triple meltdown following the earth-
quake and the tsunami. They didn’t 
have batteries. They didn’t have 
backup power. They didn’t have any 
kind of auxiliary water supply to 
cool these reactors down.”
Democracy Now! 

MAY DAY SYDNEY
Again our working rights are coming under attack, 

both from the NSW state government, and federal 

government, with the state government changing 

workers’ compensation laws to cut injured workers 

off from support earlier than they are ready for, and 

the federal government is considering taking away 

workers’ rights such as penalty rates. It is now more 

important than ever to celebrate our past wins like 

the 8 hour work day, and it is now more important 

than ever that we must fight hard for the future of our 

working rights and the working rights of our children, 

preserving the rights and conditions that we fought 

for in the past, and continue to enjoy today.

Join us:
11:30am Sunday May 4

Macquarie Street, outside State Parliament House, Sydney
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WT Whitney

Opponents of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro’s socialist-
inclined government have been 
in the streets and causing distur-
bances since earlier February. 
The course of events differs con-
siderably from earlier campaigns 
directed at the Bolivarian govern-
ments of Maduro and President 
Hugo Chávez, Maduro’s predeces-
sor who died last year.

This time an orchestrated cam-
paign of hoarding, price-gouging, 
and currency manipulation set the 
stage for the outburst. By contrast, 
the failed coup attempt against 
Chávez in April 2002 and the follow-
ing series of protests and attacks on 
infrastructure before and after elec-
tions seemed to come out of the blue.

The unprecedented nature of the 
confrontation underway now is read-
ily apparent as the process evolves. 
Its two-month duration is striking. So 
too is the toll of victims, 39 dead and 
over 600 wounded. The most remark-
able feature of what’s happening, 
however, is criminality.

Take, for example: burning the 
Housing Ministry and putting the 
lives of 200 workers at risk; van-
dalising the Public Ministry (the 
federal prosecutor’s offi ce), also in 
Caracas; cutting down 5,000 trees to 
make barricades; setting most of the 
300 recent forest fi res; 60 masked 
men ransacking the Environmental 
Ministry in Tachira; destroying Park 
Service facilities and equipment at 
the cost of US$1.68 million; burning 
health centres, buses, and electrical 
substations; charging motorists tolls 
for bypassing barricades; stringing 
wire close to barricades that, unseen, 
injures or kills passing motorcy-
clists; men marching onto a univer-
sity campus, brandishing Molotov 
cocktails and sticks, beating students, 
and pouring gasoline onto rescue 
ambulances; and, lastly, the random 
drive-by shooting death of Nancy 
Pastora Ruíz de Ortega in Valen-
cia. She was standing in line at a 

government-subsidised food market. 
Shooters wounded four others.

The picture is reminiscent of 
earlier historical junctures when 
opposition forces, short on unity and 
unprepared to make good on political 
programming, turned to chaos. It’s 
the way of fascism.

Likewise in contrast to earlier 
confrontational situations, Vene-
zuela’s government is promoting 
dialogue. President Maduro since 
late February has reiterated a call 
for a “National Peace Conference.” 
Regional peace conferences have 
taken place. On April 4, Maduro 
announced plans for a National 
Council for Human Rights aimed at 
investigating accusations of human 
rights abuses. And he proposed to the 
United States a bi-national commis-
sion “to promote peace and respect.”

International organisations have 
weighed in this time. Responding 
to a Venezuelan government invita-
tion, the Union of South American 
Nations (UNASUR) sent a del-
egation of foreign ministers on two 
occasions to evaluate and make 
recommendations, most recently on 
April 7-8. The diplomats called for 
“commitment to respect all human 
rights,” and for peace talks. The 
United Nations offi ce in Venezuela 
commended the government’s efforts 
to lessen hostilities. In early March, 
the Organisation of American States, 
responding to a call from US ally 
Panama, issued a statement express-
ing solidarity with the government, 
condemning violence, and rejecting 
intervention against Venezuela.

Then there is Venezuela’s west-
ern frontier: developments there 
are now playing into the crisis. In 
fact, anti-Chávez voting patterns 
have long characterised the western 
regions of Táchira, Mérida, Cara-
bobo, Nueva Esparta, and Zulia. The 
fi rst outbreaks of protests in early 
February took place in Tachira and 
Merida, in addition to wealthy dis-
tricts of Caracas.

The region features a history 
of separatist agitation and past 

experience of Colombian paramili-
taries crossing into Venezuela, usu-
ally on drug-trafficking missions 
or, in past plots to remove President 
Chávez. Thus on April 3 President 
Maduro denounced a rightist plan 
“for separating several states of the 
Republic from Venezuela.” Maduro 
read from a document which noted 
that “Fusion with Colombia is not to 
be rejected.”

Colombian paramilitaries report-
edly once more are crossing into 
Venezuela, taking part in “bloody 
confrontations,” cutting down trees 
for barricades, and planning to 
destroy an electrical substation in 
Tachira. Television news commenta-
tor José Vicente Rangel, citing mili-
tary intelligence sources, claimed 
200 paramilitaries were waiting 
in Colombia’s Norte de Santander 
Department to cross.

Zulia is special. That small state 
in Venezuela’s extreme northwest 
accounts for nine percent of Ven-
ezuela’s crude oil reserves, mainly 
in and around Lake Maracaibo. The 
potential is for 70 more years of 
extraction. Separatism has thrived 
there. The group “Our Own Course” 
and ex-Governor Manuel Rosales 
led that cause. Living in exile now, 
Rosales opposed Chávez in the 2006 
presidential elections.

Offi cial US government state-
ments and congressional manoeu-
vrings in favour of economic 
sanctions suggest gratifi cation among 
US leaders that Venezuela’s govern-
ment is in trouble. Opposition dem-
onstrations verging on the criminal, 
to which shortages, infl ation, and 
President Hugo Chávez’ loss are 
added, do take on unprecedented 
seriousness. What is invariable, 
however, in this scenario and earlier 
ones is US intervention. That’s why 
for outsiders a big part of the story 
henceforth must be anti-imperialist 
resistance from any quarter, especial-
ly from within the United States and 
from the international community – 
as well as within Venezuela.
People’s World 

International

On April 1, the Japanese Communist Party (JCP) made 
a statement opposing an increase in the consumption tax 
rate from fi ve percent to eight percent. It warned that the 
increase was a forerunner to a further increase to ten per-
cent in December this year. A similar tax rate rise (from three 
to fi ve percent) was made in 1997 during the Asian fi nancial 
crisis. That tax rate increase did not save its troubled econo-
my. Every one percent increase in the consumption tax rate 
leads to an additional 2.7 trillion yen (US$ 33.8 billion) tax bur-
den. Therefore, the JCP pointed out, this new tax rate increase 
will undermine the national economy and people’s lives.

On April 5, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
denied having any involvement in two incidents involving 
drones and demanded the US to stop its double standards 
in criticising DPRK’s self defence activities. Two unidentifi ed 
drones crashed, one coming down in the demilitarised zone 
on March 24, and another one crashed near the border on 
April 1. South Korea announced that it had completed a suc-
cessful ballistic missile test immediately following these two 
incidents, raising suspicions. According to South Korea’s defence 
ministry, South Korea had test-fi red an extended range bal-
listic missile that was capable of striking any part of the DPRK.

On April 6, the General Secretary of the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party and State President of the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Choummaly Saynhasone, welcomed a del-
egation from the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV). The CPV 
delegation was led by Politburo member and Secretary of Central 
Committee Dinh The Huynh. This CPV delegation was in Laos 
to attend the second theoretical conference between the two 
parties. Huynh gave an overview of Vietnam’s socio-economic 
development and party building since the 11th Party Congress. 
He expressed his hope to further the relationship between 
the two parties and praised the exchange of experiences.

On April 8, the State Council of China decided to speed 
up rundown community renovations in urban regions. The 
China Development Bank (CDB) will provide 100 billion Yuan 
(US$16 billion) loan for rundown communities by the end of 
this month. According to the CDB’s president, Hu Huaibang, 
the bank has set up a housing fi nance department to acceler-
ate the credit approval for renovating rundown communities.

On April 9, at the Bo’ao Forum (held in China’s Hainan province), 
former chief economist and senior vice-president of the World 
Bank Justin Lin stated that China’s currency Yuan or renminbi 
(RMB) is going to become a global reserve and payment curren-
cy, as about 25 percent of China’s exports are now priced in RMB, 
and it has become the main settlement currency in some regions. 
He explained that “confi dence in the Yuan lies in China’s real 
economy that is stronger than developed countries, and will main-
tain growth of seven to eight percent for the coming 20 years”.

Region Briefs

Developments in Venezuela 
differ, mostly

The picture is reminiscent of earlier historical junctures 
when opposition forces, short on unity and unprepared 
to make good on political programming, turned to 
chaos. It’s the way of fascism.

Parents help schools 

to pay for books
Ryan Fletcher

Tory mismanagement of Eng-
land’s state schools has forced 
parents to chip-in cash for books 
and stationery, teachers’ union 
ATL has revealed.

A survey of over 500 union 
members found a quarter are having 
to ask parents to help buy books 
as Education Secretary Michael 
Gove lavishes taxpayer money on 
his academies and free schools pet 
projects.

And a shocking 13 percent 
admitted their school has had to ask 

parents for money towards the cost 
of stationery like pens and paper. A 
primary teacher at a state school in 
Gateshead said: “We are having to 
ask for donations of resources such 
as scrap paper, unwanted toys as 
well as having school fairs to raise 
money.”

Ninety percent said their school 
or college asks for contributions 
towards school trips related to the 
curriculum, and 13 percent said 
contributions were requested for 
musical equipment used in lessons.

Over 80 percent of staff said 
their school or college makes up the 

difference if a parent or carer cannot 
pay towards school trips that are 
related to the curriculum.

But only 30 percent said the 
same for the purchase of text or 
revision books, and 25 percent said 
they make up the difference for 
school stationery themselves.

ATL general secretary Dr Mary 
Bousted said: “With budgets being 
squeezed now, more than ever, 
schools and colleges are having to 
rely on parents or carers to help pay 
for resources and activities that sup-
port the curriculum.”
Morning Star 

A woman with the symbol of the student protests, a white hand, painted 
on her face marches with fellow demonstrators to the General Prosecutors 
building in Caracas, Venezuela, February, 2014.
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Democracy or lottery?

The Senate rerun election in WA 
highlights the need to review how 
Senators are chosen. There were a 
record number of candidates, 77, 
and a grab bag of parties. Among 
these obscure groups were the 
Freedom and Prosperity Party, 
Smokers Rights, Rise Up Aus-
tralia Party, Sex Party, Animal 
Justice Party.

The problem isn’t that these 
little parties are participating; some 
are genuine grass roots activist par-
ties. The issue is that some have 
cracked the Senate electoral process 
by the system allowing them to win 
a seat even though they get only a 
tiny percentage of the vote, in other 
words  with an infi nitesimal amount 
of public support.

In the somewhat drawn out and 
complex process, the way voters’ 
preferences are distributed is open 

to manipulation. Voters usually have 
no idea where preferences will be 
allocated. Deals between parties 
with often diametrically opposed 
interests mean that a voter can give 
their fi rst choice to one party only to 
fi nd their preferences elect someone 
from another party they would never 
support.

So, the micro parties can partici-
pate en masse and control the fl ow 
of preferences between each other. 
Senate seats can be won by parties 
that have received no public scrutiny 
and which may have few, if any, poli-
cies. Thus the victor joins the small 
group who hold the balance of power 
in the Senate.

Is this a good thing? Is the proc-
ess “democratic”?

To answer in part that question, 
it should be noted that the contest is 
akin to a lottery in which the candi-
dates pay a $2,000 Senate deposit to 
enter. The odds are good enough, and 
the perks and power of being a Sena-
tor so great, that it is one of the best 
bets in town.

T Southern
Brisbane

Nature of capitalism
The government has been 
trying to blame workers for all 
the economic problems of their 

mismanagement and generally 
speaking the nature of capitalism. 
Gina Rinehart wants everybody 
to work for $2 a day – after all, 
according to her, workers in 
Africa are very happy to get $2 
a day.

Right wing think tank the Insti-
tute of Public Affairs wants to abolish 
the minimum wage and see Austral-
ian workers in the same boat as their 
American counterparts – the “work-
ing poor”. Nobody has ever raised 
the question of the maximum wage 
for a select few – and they are the 
ones who are demanding low wages 
for workers.

The ICAC inquiry into the deal-
ings in the Australian Water Hold-
ings and the way a public utility was 
cannibalised by the characters who 
enjoyed $200,000 salaries for 45 
hours of work was seemingly okay. 
Nobody had asked any questions 
before the inquiry.

On the contrary, Mr Abbott has 
praised Arthur Sinodinos for his out-
standing contribution to this country.

Wealthy snouts in the trough 
have the temerity to preach on how 
those struggling on low wages, 
pensioners, unemployed and single 
mothers should be grateful for what 
they receive! It is they who should be 
scrutinised.

Mati English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

There’s a supposed plot idea for a movie (or 
a novel) being circulated on the Internet at 
the moment that goes like this: 97 percent of 
the world’s scientists contrive an environ-
mental crisis, but are exposed by a plucky 
band of billionaires and oil companies.

I don’t know if it has success written all 
over it, but it is certainly topical. The great 
majority of the naysayers about global warming 
are conservative, right-wing politicians with a 
vested interest in denying the reality of global 
warming. They represent or are fi nancially 
dependent on corporations that market fossil 
fuels or manufacture goods that depend on or 
are derived from fossil fuels. They are provided 
with vocal support by a tiny group of scientists 
– almost none of whom are climate scientists 
– who nevertheless have discovered that they 
can achieve a certain amount of notoriety if 
not fame (and also oil company funding) by 
speaking out against global warming.

Every move by governments to protect the 
public from harmful products marketed with 
great gusto by greedy corporations has been met 
by those corporations digging up an obscure 
scientist who in return for corporate dollars is 
willing to go on an international lecture tour to 
deny that food additives are harmful, or that 
there is any link between cigarettes and cancer, 
heart disease and the rest, or that oil drilling in 
the Arctic poses environmental risks, or that 
mean global temperatures are rising.

A number of commentators have pointed 
out the obvious: that if the deniers turn out to be 

right, and we unnecessarily restrict greenhouse 
gas emissions, turn away from fossil fuels and 
develop green sources of renewable energy, 
no great harm will have been done. We can 
wipe our brows, say “Phew!” and relax our 
restrictions if we wish. But the world will not 
have suffered any irreparable harm.

On the other hand, however, if the bulk of 
the scientifi c community is right, and we take no 
action to halt global warming (as Tony Abbott 
would have us do), then the world is going to 
see rising sea levels, galloping desertifi cation, 
more destructive storms and droughts, and 
possibly the end of all life on Earth. Who in 
his right mind would take that risk, gambling 
the future of the planet on the assurances of the 
global warming deniers?

NITV (National Indigenous Television) 
is running a documentary series on weekday 
afternoons at present called simply Tipping 
Points. The two episodes I have seen were 
about the thawing of the Arctic permafrost. 
The scientists were working in Alaska, but the 
same thing is happening in Canada and Siberia: 
the permafrost is thawing out and melting. As 
one of the scientists said last week: fi ve million 
years ago the Earth’s temperature rose about fi ve 
degrees, but it took several thousand years to do 
so. The latest cycle of global warming is also 
expected to raise the temperature by up to fi ve 
degrees – but in just the space of two centuries!

The scientists working on the thawing 
of the permafrost also point out that if the 
permafrost melts completely, it will release 

into the atmosphere all the CO2 and methane 
currently locked away in the frozen soil and 
water that comprises the permafrost. It is 
estimated that that would mean the release into 
the atmosphere of an additional two trillion 
tonnes of greenhouse gasses!

This is not a statistic that we can afford to 
ignore. We cannot simply hope that it will not 
be as bad as feared and do nothing, trusting in a 
handful of scientists who disagree with almost 
all their colleagues. And even they do not all 
deny the reality of global warming. Many of 
them simply don’t agree that humans have 
caused it.

The common sense thing to do is to 
assume that humans have caused it, and to take 
all practical measures possible to change the 
practices believed responsible and reverse the 
process. As I said before, if it turns out to have 
been unnecessary, so what? Where’s the harm? 
But if the climate scientists are right, and we 
ignore them, we will be playing fast and loose 
with the future of life on Earth.

Meanwhile, Western leaders have been 
playing fast and loose with the truth about the 
situation in Ukraine. The population in Crimea 
voted overwhelmingly in favour of union 
with Russia in a poll that was scrupulously 
fair and legal. The US government, of course, 
wholeheartedly committed to democracy as 
it is, promptly announced that it would not 
recognise the results. Who cares what the 
people want? It’s what Uncle Sam wants that 
counts!

Inevitably other Russian-speaking parts of 
Ukraine have demanded the right to vote on 
seceding from Ukraine and joining Russia, 
as the motley gang of fascists and ultra-
nationalists who have seized control in Kiev 
try to impose their racist neo-fascist policies 
(with their anti-Jewish and anti-ethnic-Russian 
agenda) on the rest of the country.

It is being borne in on Western leaders that 
their heavy reliance on fascists in Ukraine (and 
also in Venezuela) may have been a tactical 
error, as it alerted the populace to the real 
nature of the forces supposedly “fi ghting for 
democracy”. Signifi cantly, the news footage of 
the people demonstrating in favour of joining 
Russia has included numerous shots of people 
vocally and visibly opposing fascism.

In the 1970s in Chile, when the US was 
trying to destabilise the government of Salvador 
Allendé, they mobilised (and paid) gangs of 
fascist thugs to take control of the streets away 
from the Left. This is clearly the same tactic 
they used in Kiev and are now trying to use in 
Venezuela. When it doesn’t work, as it didn’t 
in Chile and hasn’t in Venezuela, they tend to 
drop all pretence of heeding the democratic will 
of the people and resort to an outright military 
coup.

Or they invade, in order ostensibly to 
restore order (and democracy, of course), 
which was their scenario in Libya, and would 
have been also in Syria had Russia not been so 
fi rm. That imperialism is so openly supporting 
fascists is a worry for the whole world. 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Opposing global 
warming and 
supporting fascism

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Write a letter to the Editor

Adelaide May Day Events
May Day Dinner
Thursday May 1

7:00pm

Cypriot Club 8 Barrpowell St Welland

$40 Waged – $30 Unwaged

Further info contact: samaydaytreasurer@gmail.com

May Day March
Saturday May 3

10.30am for 11:00am start 

Torrens Parade Grounds To Light Square

May Day Workers Memorial
Sunday May 4

10:00am 

Black Diamond Corner Port Adelaide

Followed by a gathering at 

The Semaphore Workers 

Club 93 Esplanade Semaphore
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Sunday April 20–
Saturday April 26

This week’s episode of the 
documentary series Tales 

Of The Unexpected (SBSONE 
Sundays at 8.30pm) deals with the 
sometimes vexed question of prov-
ing paternity. In the 1970s a fl awed 
bit of research in Britain produced 
a result that gained almost universal 
currency to the effect that 30 percent 
of children were not fathered by the 
person they thought was their father.

As the episode Who’s Your 
Daddy shows, this phoney statistic 
has now become “common knowl-
edge” and is used to back up suspi-
cions about any child who does not 
look the spitting image of his father. 
Today, however, there are easy and 
very reliable DNA tests available that 
can prove paternity, and a couple of 
people in the program take the tests, 
basically for peace of mind.

As for the 1970s findings, 
modern day research shows that in 
fact the fi gure for women who have 
multiple consecutive sexual partners 
in the same month (which was the 
basis of the earlier study) is only 
1.5% in the US and 0.6% in Aus-
tralia. That is a far cry from the 30% 
that the earlier study came up with.

The ABC is in a rut. Last week, 
four people went out fi shing 

in a tinnie among the mangroves 
of a Northern Territory river. They 
were attacked by a large salt-water 
crocodile and only one survived. This 
week, fi ve people go sailing off the 

Great Barrier Reef in a yacht. It cap-
sizes, and as they swim towards land 
they are attacked by a White Pointer 
shark and only one survives.

Both films claim to be based 
on fact. Both rely on suspense and 
shock effects, but there is very little 
character development. In terms of 
suspense and scaring the viewer, The 
Reef (ABC2 Sunday April 20 at 
9.30pm) wins hands down. There’s 
something so innately scary about 
being up to your neck in the sea with 
the knowledge that a bloody great 
shark is nosing around with the inten-
tion of chewing off one of your legs. 
Unfortunately, the lack of character 
interplay turns this fi lm into the same 
rather pointless exercise in scaring 
the viewer as was the case with last 
week’s Black Water.

As a small-scale exercise in 
shock and suspense, The Reef is cer-
tainly well done, helped by plenty 
of shots at shark’s eye level of the 
people in the water. But drama really 
needs more interplay of characters in 
confl ict. There is plenty of opportu-
nity here, but it is not developed.

Outside Chance (ABC2 
Tuesdays from April 22 

at 9.30pm) is a five-part docu-
mentary series showing how one 
minimum-security prison in WA 
has had considerable success with 
a rehabilitation program based on 
coaching a team of inmates to com-
pete at Aussie Rules in the WA Ama-
teur Football League. Narrated by 
Andrew Krakouer, a former inmate 
himself.

The participation of prison 
inmates is not without its critics and 
for a while after they won the 2009 
Grand Final the team was banned 
from taking part in the competition. 
Under the scrutiny of a wary public 
and the watchful eyes of prison offi c-
ers, the team must train hard and 
play even harder. Any foul on the 
fi eld means more than a free kick; 
it might mean being thrown off the 
team, being pulled from the league 
altogether – or worse.

Before and after the game, the 
team is allowed a chance to spend 

time with their families, and this 
seems to be a very big factor in their 
rehabilitation.

Episode two of the British 
series How Drugs Work

deals with Ecstasy (ABC2 Wednes-
day, April 23 at 9.30pm). Using 
groundbreaking CGI it explores the 
effect of ecstasy on the human body 
explaining exactly how this powerful 
substance works on the user’s vital 
organs.

Whilst ecstasy is an enjoy-
able high for some, there are those 
for whom ecstasy is agony and the 
fi lm tells their story too – a young 
woman who had to have a liver trans-
plant after using the drug and a father 
whose 18-year-old daughter died 
from drinking too much water after 
taking ecstasy.

QI (ABC1 Wednesdays from 
April 23 at 8.00pm) is the 

modern televisual equivalent of the 
famed BBC Radio panel game shows 

such as My Word and My Music in 
which wit and erudition were equally 
plentiful.

Although in QI erudition is 
sometimes in short supply, there is 
wit aplenty. The new season kicks off 
this week with questions about things 
beginning with K, like knees and 
knockers. The panellists comprise 
Alan Davies, David Mitchell, Sara 
Pascoe and Jack Whitehall.

In Other People’s Breast Milk
(ABC2 Friday, April 25 at 

8.30pm), UK presenter, Kate Gar-
raway – herself the mother of a 
two-year-old daughter – investigates 
the pros and cons of cross-feed-
ing (breast-feeding one another’s 
babies), breast-milk donation and 
wet-nursing by meeting some of the 
growing numbers of women in Brit-
ain who share each other’s milk.

“I’m on a journey to fi nd people 
who believe milk has to be from the 
breast,” says Kate, “people who buy 

it, sell it, people who give it away and 
people who even feed each other’s 
babies. To many this might seem 
weird, but they challenge us that it’s 
actually much weirder to give our 
babies cows’ milk than it is to drink 
milk from another woman. It’s a jour-
ney I won’t forget in a hurry.”

As the quote shows, Kate is 
rather prudish when it comes to 
breasts and breast milk. She thinks 
it’s “private” and is clearly embar-
rassed by people who don’t.

The people Kate meets include 
sisters who cross-feed their babies; 
women who are able to breast-feed 
even though they have never been 
pregnant; surrogate mothers who 
produce two gallons of milk a week 
for donation; and a cancer sufferer 
who believes breast milk has cured 
his condition.

Made by Channel 4 in the UK, 
this is an interesting program despite 
the sensitivities of the presenter. 
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NO MEETING: EASTER
Public holiday;

April 24
NO MEETING: ANZAC DAY
Public holiday ;

May 1
NO MEETING: VENUE UNAVAILABLE
Sydney Comedy Festival, at Harold Park Hotel; 
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Sydney

Outside Chance (ABC2 Tuesdays from April 22 at 9.30pm).

Join Tom Costa & Comrades

70 years of struggle 

Sunday May 4 at 3pm (After May Day March)
636 New Canterbury Rd Hurlstone Park (enter from rear)

Historical photos and oral history film – Cypriot food and drinks

Donations on the day will be accepted by the Inner West Branch of the CPA towards ongoing 

struggle of the working class and oppressed peoples in Australia and around the world.

Sydney

May Day Perth
Sunday 4 May
May Day Festival and March

Fremantle Esplanade
12 noon – 4pm

March starts at midday – Festival starts at 1.00pm

Free goodies include - a sausage sizzle, ice-creams,

show rides, coffee, face painting, petting zoo, live local bands

Organised by UnionsWA www.unionswa.com.au/may_day_2014

Event had to be postponed due to unforeseen circumstances.
Please note new date and time. 
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The Swan Valley Nyungah Community are 
known as the Last of the River People. Their 
demise into homelessness and extreme pov-
erty was induced by the state government. 
The River People had called the 20 acre site 
home, the last remnant of their ancestral 
lands. Despite colonialist disenfranchise-
ment they had clung on to that piece of 
land, a pin prickle of the land they walked 
freely prior to 1829.

On July 19, 1994, the Swan Valley Nyungah 
Community (SVNC) was vested as a Reserve 
(43131) by the Governor-General Michael 
Jeffrey. In 1977, State Premier Richard Court 
formally handed back to them the 20 acres of 
Country. The Swan Valley Nyungah designed 
and built 11 rammed earth homes – environ-
mentally and culturally sensitive. Other facili-
ties were built too and a school was included 
on site which would record one of the highest 
attendance rates in the nation for an Aboriginal 
community.

In 2001, Western Australia’s fi rst Aborigi-
nal magistrate, Sue Gordon, was appointed by 
Premier Gallop to head an inquiry into family 
violence and alleged child abuses in Western 
Australia. A preceding coronial inquiry had 
found that 15-year-old Susan Taylor was sub-
jected “to sexual violation, violence and the 
ravages of alcohol and substance abuse.”

A line of questions as to why government 
agencies failed her has never been pursued and 
this is an indictment of a lazy and racist soci-
ety – the layers of racism are myriad and in 
this nation with its chronic hostile denial these 
layers are yet to be unveiled.

The Gordon Inquiry produced a 640-page 
report and made 197 fi ndings and recommenda-
tions. What occurred with the knee-jerk reac-
tion, the closure of the Swan Valley Nyungah 
Community, now appears a haunting prec-
edent for the soon to follow Northern Territory 
“Intervention”.

In an unprecedented move in April 2003, 
the Geoff Gallop led government closed the 
community in the suburb of Lockridge by an 
Act of Parliament following a swirl of long-
standing and more recent allegations against 
one of the community’s Elders, the late Robert 
Bropho. Allegations of sexual abuse were lev-
elled against him. In 1999, Susan Taylor com-
mitted suicide at the site.

The Gordon inquiry was reckless leading to 
the removal of people from their communities, 
casting many into homelessness and prema-
ture death. The racism is obvious in that if there 
were perpetrators, only they should have been 
chased down, and any issues of sexual abuses 
rightfully contained to the perpetrators.

The Inquiry made recommendations which 
included the usual swathe of alcohol restric-
tions and the over-involvement of government 
agencies, but nothing much on education and 
other services. Premier Gallop’s cruel reaction 
to the report’s fi ndings was to solve the prob-
lem by closing the site; to take it out of sight, 
out of mind. But what he did was create never-
before-known hardships for the majority of the 
residents. He provided them no support, despite 
being obliged to; many of them fi nished dying 
on the streets. Over the years I met many of the 
homeless on the streets – some now who have 
passed away.

Those I met told me one tragic story after 
another about sexual violence, substance 

abuses and suffering on the streets of Perth. 
Their anguish was etched in their faces. So 
much for Premier Gallop, for our state govern-
ment and for the Gordon Inquiry!

Any evidence from the Coroner’s Offi ce 
and from the Gordon Inquiry should have been 
passed on to the Department of Public Prosecu-
tion for them to determine whether there were 
grounds for charges.

But Premier Gallop put paid to all this. In a 
media statement (May 14, 2003) he described 
the Community “as a place of ruination, of 
despair”. Premier Gallop refused to meet with 
the residents; he refused requests from the 
Swan Valley Nyungah Community’s women. 
They protested outside Parliament but still 
Premier Gallop refused to meet with them. On 
May 15, 2003, Premier Gallop issued another 
media statement relying on the Gordon Inquiry. 
In citing the Inquiry he stated, “There is only 
one course of action – the current Management 
Order must be revoked.”

After the closure the land remained idle and 
the homes became rundown. In recent weeks, 
West Australian Premier Colin Barnett, with a 
dose of the-public-has-no right-to-know and 
with Kafkaesque mendacity, ordered a deplor-
able act: the demolition of the Swan Valley 
Nyungah Community’s homes without any 
notice or courtesy to the former residents, many 
of whom are homeless.

The demolition occurred at the crack of 
dawn with a huge contingent of security and 
with the police at the ready. The government 
outrageously claimed that “there are no home-
less people” as a result of the April 2003 evic-
tions. These statements, which were persisted 
with by the Department of Housing, have both 
shocked and stirred the former residents, their 
supporters and homelessness advocates.

Swan Valley Nyungah Community stal-
wart, Herbert Bropho was surprised by the 
outrageous statements.

“(The Department of Planning’s Duncan 
Ord) has been saying on the (major television) 
news that my people were moved to State Hous-
ing, that none of us were left homeless. That is a 
lie, a disgraceful lie,” said Mr Bropho.”

“What about all of our people, all the young 
ones and old ones, who are homeless whom I 
marched with through Perth to Parliament for 
the rally last week?

“What about all the homeless who spoke 
at the rally?”

“What about my sisters who died home-
less on the streets, what about Kerrie and 
Pula? Pula never had a home after being 
evicted. Pula’s daughter, my niece is also on 
the streets, pregnant and – they’re all on the 
streets. What is this government doing in lying 
to everyone?”

I sent 15 names to the Department of Hous-
ing of former residents I have met homeless 
on the streets of Perth, some who have now 
died. The Department of Housing asked me for 
middle names and dates of birth.

The Department provided me this response: 
“Prior to the closure of the SVNC, the Depart-
ment of Housing was not involved in the 
provision of services to residents, other than 
individuals who lodged applications for hous-
ing assistance.

“In order to establish which families would 
require accommodation when the commu-
nity was closed, the Department liaised with 
the Department of Health, the Department of 
Community Development, the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs and the WA Police Service.

“The Department identifi ed a number of 
families that required public housing assist-
ance. Their applications were fast-tracked due 
to the circumstances and the Department’s 
records indicate that all former SVNC residents 
who requested accommodation assistance were 
allocated properties by late 2003.”

“Many residents of the SVNC were initially 
reluctant to seek assistance from the Depart-
ment due to previous tenancy difficulties. 
The Department persisted and worked hard to 
assure the residents of its willingness to assist 
them to relocate. Department offi cers were able 
to build positive relationships with some resi-
dents, who subsequently encouraged others to 
seek assistance.”

I spoke to several members of the Swan 
Valley Nyungah Community, including Elder 
Bella Bropho, and they swore the Department 
of Housing “is lying”.

“How can the Department of Housing make 
that claim and stick to it when there has been so 
much media about the evictions and the home-
lessness?” said one of the SVNC.

“You have written about the deaths on the 
streets of our people and then the government 

claims in a very public way that our people 
were housed, what a terrible lie.”

Mr Bropho junior said he is still homeless. 
“I am homeless. The Department of Housing 
needs to come and tell me I am not,” he said.

State parliamentarian, Robin Chapple, who 
was one of eight dissenting parliamentarians 
at the time opposed to the evictions, said “the 
community was one of the best managed in 
the State.” Mr Chapple said the Community’s 
onsite school had one of the best attendance 
rates in the State.

The former State Attorney-General Peter 
Foss, also a dissenter, asked the important ques-
tion, “Why would you chuck out the victims 
with the perpetrators? You cannot solve a social 
problem by kicking everybody out.

“The government is kidding people if they 
think the only place in WA where child abuse 
and domestic violence is happening is the Swan 
Valley Nyungah Community. It’s happening 
everywhere. This is tokenism where the gov-
ernment is pretending it is solving a problem 
and may in fact aggravate it.”

An Upper House Select Committee Inquiry 
– that was set up on June 25, 2003, after a 
hunger strike by Mr Bropho – found that Pre-
mier Gallop “bypassed all normal processes” 
and that he had relied “on false information”. 
The Committee also found that the government 
did not “accommodate former residents of the 
SVNC”. Sue Gordon was interviewed by the 
Committee. Ms Gordon did not agree with the 
closure of the Community. She said that the 
Community had been “an adequate and well 
maintained facility.”

Former Liberal Member of Parliament 
Anthony Fels said, “Government should have 
dealt with Robert Bropho under the law, and 
not used him as an excuse to close down the 
entire community.”
* Gerry Georgatos is a PhD 
researcher and a journalist with 
The National Indigenous Times, The 
National Indigenous Radio Service 
and the independent online news 
service, The Stringer. Georgatos has 
followed the plight of the Last of the 
River People for a decade and has 
joined them in campaigning for the 
return of their land and their right 
to live on their land. 
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The eviction of 
the Last of the River People

Greg Martin from the 
Nyoongar Tent Embassy 

pours sand into the hand of 
Herbert Bropho symbolising 

the giving back of their land.
(Photo: Daniel Wilkins, 

PerthNow)


