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Assavuli on
unions sieps up

Govi sends in bailiffs to take workers’ homes

Anna Pha

In the past Australian governments have
sent troops in to break strikes, jailed
union officials, used the courts to impose
massive penalties but never before have
they sent in the bailiffs to seize the cars
and homes of workers. Yet this is what
the Abbott government began doing to
33 construction workers in Western Aus-
tralia whose only “crime” was to take
strike action to defend their rights. At the
same time in Victoria, the Construction
Division of the CFMEU was fined $1.25
million over protests against the Grollo
construction company in Melbourne in
2012 and found guilty of “criminal "’ con-
tempt of court.

Individual fines

Last September, the federal court found
117 construction workers guilty of “unlaw-
ful” industrial action under the Fair Work
Act. The action was taken in 2008. The
majority of the workers belonged to the
Australian Manufacturing Workers Union
(AMWU) and some to the CFMEU. They
were employed by CBI Construction on the
expansion of a Woodside liquid natural gas
plant in the Pilbara. They had gone out for
eight days in defence of entitlements under
their union collective agreement to a redun-
dancy payment and re-employment on the
next phase of the project.

The dispute was resolved, work contin-
ued but that did not stop the Australian Build-
ing and Construction Commission (ABCC),
renamed by Labor as Fair Work Building
Construction inspectorate (FWBC), taking
the matter to the federal court.

The court hit them individually with
fines and penalties totalling over one mil-
lion dollars. They were ordered to pay a total
of $680,125 within 60 days. Payment of the
remaining $387,875 was suspended but
would become immediately payable if they
breached any industrial law during the next
three years. In some cases the fines were as
high as $10,000 each.

The amount of fines outstanding when
the FWBC sent in the bailiffs last week was
$196,000. The FWBC is set to have their
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property confiscated and sold to pay the out-
standing fines and the costs in collecting the
money.

“Where we have been able to identify
property, most commonly cars and houses,
we have filed and served property search
and seizure orders,” FWBC director Nigel
Hadgkiss said. “Where we could not iden-
tify property we are going to require those
workers to attend means examination in the
Federal Court.

“Proceedings have been filed and are in
the process of being served on the workers.
Hearings in early May have already been
scheduled by the court.

“This is a warning to all workers that if
they breach workplace laws, FWBC will not
hesitate to enforce penalties imposed by the
courts,” Hadgkiss said.

Big bully

And that is what it is all about — a warn-
ing designed to instil fear and intimidate
other workers who might dare to take col-
lective action to defend their entitlements
and ensure their workplace is safe.

There is a big difference between fining
a union as against individual workers who
could lose their car or home with all the
ramifications for families and relationships.

Mick Buchan, the WA state secretary for
the CFMEU, said the FWBC’s tactics were
about intimidation not restitution. “They are
acting with malice, and callously pursuing
these workers, some of whom can’t afford
to pay,” Buchan told ABC Radio.

Criminalised

Last week Supreme Court Judge Antho-
ny Cavanough fined the CFMEU in Victoria
$1.25 million and ordered the union to pay
the costs of the Grollo construction com-
pany, reportedly around $2 million. That is
on top of its own costs, believed to be close
to $1 million.

In all, a hit of $4 million or more on
top of millions of dollars in fines and costs
already incurred in recent years. Grocon also
intends making a multi-million dollar civil
claim for damages arising from the “illegal
blockades” of its sites.

Continued on page 2
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Abbott’s “open for business”
in context

The announced closure next year of BP’s Brisbane refinery marks
another stage of the rapidly disappearing manufacturing sector in
Australia. PM Tony Abbott used the terrible news for the refinery
workers to hammer home his “cut the red tape” line, saying that
the closure was a result of regulation holding back competitiveness.
His proposed solution on top of the need to “cut red tape” so as to
increase competitiveness is the striking of new trade deals.

Abbott’s economic mantra, of course, is the problem, not the
solution. Manufacturing in Australia is all but set to disappear alto-
gether, a process begun in earnest just over three decades ago with
the election of the Hawke Labor government in 1983. Deregulation,
the cutting of protections for manufacturing such as the abolition of
many tariffs and the floating of the Australian dollar and privatisa-
tion of crucial assets belonging to the people — the Commonwealth
Bank, Qantas and the national telecommunications network Telecom
(later Telstra) marked the beginning of what came to be called
neoliberalism.

This act of thievery and vandalism left the economy open to the
whims and rapacious workings of the transnational corporations
which took full advantage of the opportunity offered up to them.

Skilled labour, apprenticeships, job creation — all took a back
seat in the drive for ever greater profits.

The process more or less mirrored what was taking place in
Reagan’s America and Thatcher’s Britain: it was the beginning of
the time of the corporate long knives, the beginning of the strategy
by big capital for unprecedented domination of the world’s economy.
This has included attacking and trying to disarm organised labour,
which has now escalated in Australia to reactionary extremes.

Foreign investment, the export of capital, is increasing expo-
nentially. During the 1990s this spread of transnational control and
domination was given the name globalisation, a term used by big
business and capitalist governments to convey the idea of a neutral,
necessary and inevitable economic and political process.

Increasingly this is being exposed as its opposite; that it is the
major capitalist powers setting up the means to entrench the un-
bridled power of the transnational corporations.

Globalisation means all countries are to be forced into the global
market on conditions determined by the transnationals; the privatisa-
tion of all publicly owned enterprises and institutions; deregulation
and the rolling back of the state’s economic control mechanisms;
opening up of world markets with all restrictions by governments
being swept away; less direct investment in specific productive in-
dustries and more highly speculative trading in currencies, shares
and derivatives.

This is being accompanied by further monopolisation as take-
overs and mergers of existing transnationals form even bigger
corporations.

Nonetheless, there are sharp contradictions and antagonisms
between the major capitalist groupings. Each wants to be dominant
and strives to protect its interests while trying to expand and take
more of the world market.

As the advanced stage of capitalism, imperialism has devel-
oped a number of main features: the growing monopolisation of
the economy by a handful of major corporations; the increasing
export of productive capital to underdeveloped parts of the world;
the growing integration of finance capital with productive capital,
and the dominance of finance capital.

In Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Lenin described
these main features in 1917: capitalist over-accumulation in the
developed capitalist countries leading to an increase in export of
productive capital; this required the creation of larger companies
which resulted in growing monopolisation; there followed a scramble
and bitter struggle between the imperialist powers to control the
world’s resources.

Australia today is being changed from an advanced, industrialised
nation to a dig-it-up-and-ship-it-out minerals free-for-all and open
slather for the big corporations. Along with the preparations for
a jackboot attack on the trade unions already underway, this is
Abbott’s “Australia is open for business” in context.
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The NSW Department of Family and Community Services gets
paid for sending Senior Card holders information about business
discounts. Recently they offered a discount of almost 60 percent on
wine from Cellarmaster, Woolworth’s direct-to-home liquor store.
Each year 600 older Australians die from injuries and diseases
related to excess alcohol consumption. Most Senior Card holders
drink in moderation because of their limited means, but the
Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education says the discounts
will encourage drinking to excess. If you agree that governments
shouldn’t be promoting discounted alcohol, buy the Guardian
because we intend to cover stories about unhealthy alliances
between conservative governments and big business. Better still,
send us a Press Fund contribution for the next edition! Many
thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

R Girvan $10, Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15,
Dennis White $10

This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $2,360.
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Community walk-in
defies Pilliga exclusion

As the Guardian went to press
over 60 people from across NSW
were inspecting Santos’ coal seam
gas operations in the Pilliga forest
in defiance of exclusion orders
designed to prevent the public
entering the area.

Jai Allison, a 32-year-old water
engineer from Wingham said, “I’'m
here because I don’t support the
industrialisation of farmlands and
natural heritage for coal seam gas.
The groundwater resources of the
Great Artesian Basin are precious
to all Australians, providing water
to thousands of farmers growing
food for us.

“I’ve heard about the spill sites

and the groundwater contamina-
tion and wanted to see the damage
first hand. I'm willing to risk being
fined to expose what Santos are
doing to this forest, and planning
to do.

“I was inspired to visit this site
after hearing about the six local
farmers who locked onto coal
seam gas drilling machinery in
the Pilliga. We need healthy food-
producing areas, forests and clean
water. Why put all of that at risk for
a short-term industrial gasfield?”

The people walking into the
Pilliga forest are some of the 500
people from across NSW who
partied for the Pilliga with Ash

Grunwuld and a host of other
renowned Australian music acts at
local tourism resort Pilliga Pottery.

Their walk-in follows action
when six local farmers locked onto
coal seam gas equipment on a drill
site in the Pilliga, and a local busi-
ness analyst locked onto a drill rig
truck heading for the Santos explo-
ration site.

Narrabri district farmer Sarah
Ciesiolka supports the protests and
said, “The Pilliga State Forest is
public land that should be open to
all people, not locked up for the pri-
vate use of Santos and their contro-
versial coal seam gas project.” &

Assault on unions steps up
Govt sends in bailitfs to take workers’ homes
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The allegations relate to peaceful
protests that were set upon violently
by police. As reported in the Guard-
ian (“Grocon dispute highlights
growing war on workers”, #1563,
05/09/2012), Grocon workers were
demanding the right to be represent-
ed by a recognised safety and union
rep and the right to talk to their union
organiser without interference.

“In spite of a previous agree-
ment between Daniel Grollo and
the CFMEU, the current, company-
appointed safety officer is the son of
the human resources manager. The
company will not allow union posters
in the lunch sheds and has sought to
ban the wearing of union logos and
clothing...,” the Guardian article
reported.

The court chose to find the union
guilty of “criminal contempt” in rela-
tion to breaches of court orders to end
“illegal blockades” of Grocon sites.
This is far more serious than con-
tempt of court.

Since the Grocon dispute, the
Victorian government has outlawed
community pickets.

The question of union rights and
safety is at the heart of many of the
attacks on the CFMEU and other
unions. The employers and gov-
ernment talk in terms of bullying
and a “culture of fear and intimida-
tion” referring to the CFMEU as the
perpetrators.

There is certainly a growing
“culture of fear and intimidation”
and no shortage of bullying, but the
unions and their members are not the
guilty ones. They are on the receiving
end of the bullying and harassment.

There is clearly one rule for the
companies that exploit the workers
and another rule for the workers and
their unions who are defending their
rights.

The ABCC is not chasing up the
employers who breach occupational
health and safety regulations or fail to
pay workers their legal entitlements.

Where, for example, were the
building industry police when the
CFMEU uncovered in excess of
$150,000 unpaid wages of up to
46 workers on the new Perth Inter-
national Terminal (1) developed
by Leighton’s Holdings subsidiary

Broad Constructions? No prize for
guessing the answer to that question.

That’s not the only breach of
the law. Despite this project being
funded by the Australian Industry
Super Funds, these workers had not
been paid their statutory require-
ments including superannuation and
long service leave involving many
more thousands of dollars.

The CFMEU is constantly
pursuing employers who wilfully
breach the law and know that if
workers take action to enforce their
rights or to ensure safety is main-
tained, they will be fined for “unlaw-
ful” action.

The toll continues to mount.
(See, for example, Guardian,
“Abbott wants bosses’ unions or
no unions”, #1630, 12/03/2014 for
more details of construction site
accidents.) Last week there was
another tragedy; a young worker
was electrocuted on a construction
site in Jurien Bay, WA.

The safety situation and non-
payment of wages and other entitle-
ments will only worsen without a
strong union presence. And that is
the aim of the Abbott government
and employers — to rid construction
sites of a militant union presence.

The appointment of Nigel Hadg-
kiss as director of FWBC and plans to
fully restore and increase the powers
of the ABCC are just one line of the
Abbott government’s all-out attack
on unions.

Hadgkiss served as deputy Com-
missioner of the ABCC from 2005-
2008 under the Howard government.
He is a former Assistant Commis-
sioner with the Australian Federal
Police and was the National Crime
Authority’s liaison officer during
the Howard government’s kangaroo
court known as the Cole Royal Com-
mission into the Building and Con-
struction Industry.

Hadgkiss is setting up a “cold-
unit” to re-examine ABCC/FWBC
cases handled under the Labor gov-
ernment, with the aim of pursuing
them further where possible. He is
also reported to have flagged in a
secret report to the Premier of Victo-
ria the deregistration of the CFMEU.

The employers accuse the
CFMEU of using “safety” as an

industrial tool. They are not “using”
safety; they are pursuing the safety of
workers and the public.

The Abbott government’s Royal
Commission into union corruption is
another arm of this attack. There are
more anti-union laws in the pipeline.

The FWBC/ABCC is a tool,
set up with the explicit purpose of
destroying the CFMEU through
intimidation of members, denying
union officials their right of entry
to construction sites, bankrupting
the union through massive fines and
crippling its ability to defend workers
through industrial action.

The government’s aim is to
deregister the union and, more
widely, discredit the whole union
movement and take down the Labor
Party in the process. At the same time
employers, whose dirty work the
government is doing, are heighten-
ing their offensive on workers’ rights,
wages and working conditions.

The CFMEU is not backing
down. It carried out inspections of a
number of Lend Lease sites in NSW.
The Lend Lease site at Barangaroo
has had two recent fires and its UTS
site was the scene of a crane fire. The
union found numerous safety breach-
es but instead of moving quickly to
acknowledge and rectify them, the
company went into denial, instead
attacking the union.

“There is a concerted onslaught
against this union from the Common-
wealth government and a number of
state governments coming up over
the next 12 months,” CFMEU con-
struction division national secretary
David Noonan said.

“That is not going to deter the
union from doing what it needs to do
in ensuring what it can do to maintain
safety at work.”

Except under limited conditions
during the negotiation of a new enter-
prise agreement, all industrial action
is illegal in Australia. The weaken-
ing of the union movement in Aus-
tralia has reached a critical point.
The Senate results raise to a new
level the CFMEU’s struggle to exist,
let alone to defend workers. The
Abbott/employer offensive requires
maximum unity and concerted action
by the trade union movement as a
whole. &
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Last week the UN Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) produced its Fifth Assess-
ment Report into climate change,
the first such report since 2007.

It’s a very disturbing document.
However, it also provides very posi-
tive recommendations for taking ini-
tiatives that would not only deal with
the crisis but also act as a springboard
for economic development.

The report was prepared with
contributions and assistance from
2,474 scientists from 70 countries.
It confirms that the global tempera-
ture rise of just 0.85 degrees since
1880 is affecting all continents and
the oceans, with rising sea levels
and temperatures, the extinction of
flora and fauna species, and a rising
incidence of heat waves and extreme
weather events.

Without drastic action to cor-
rect matters, a 2.0 degree change is
entirely possible by 2100. Unless
determined action is taken soon,
climate change will result in slower
economic growth, greater poverty,
and soaring death rates from food
scarcity and spreading tropical dis-
eases. Hundreds of millions of people
will be displaced by rising sea levels.

No nation is adequately prepared
to deal with the current situation, let
alone the future. The poorer nations
will be worst hit by the immediate
impact, but all nations are being
affected.

The record for annual average
temperature in Australia has been
frequently broken over the last 20
years. Droughts and bushfires are
also becoming more frequent.

Large parts of the Great Barrier
Reef are under threat from pollution
and ocean warming. Some species
of fish that inhabit coastal areas are
migrating southwards, and the spread
of invasive species has contributed to
a severe reduction in stocks of coastal
fish.

Helen Berry, Associate Dean of
the University of Canberra’s Faculty
of Health and a contributor to the
IPCC report, has warned that human
life may not survive the effects of cli-
mate change if no steps are taken to
mitigate it.

A government of
deniers

Prime Minister Tony Abbott has
dismissed the ICCC report’s warn-
ings, sneering that the IPCC has
issued bad reports many times before.

He scoffed at the idea that the
increasing incidence of extreme
weather events is linked to climate
change, remarking: “Australia is a
land of droughts and flooding rain.
Always has been, always will be.”

The government has paid lip
service to dealing with the develop-
ing crisis. Abbott and many members
of his cabinet are actually climate
change deniers, or are totally cynical
about the whole issue.

One of the first acts of the gov-
ernment was to sack the Climate
Commission, which provided public
reports on climate change.

The Commission has continued
working, with funding from con-
cerned citizens. However, in July
after the government gains control
of the Senate, it will introduce legis-
lation to eliminate other government
agencies which the former Labor
government established to monitor
climate change or assist in the devel-
opment of renewable energy.

Abbott’s so-called “Direct
Action” policy involves paying
business to stop polluting the envi-
ronment, rather than penalising them
for doing so. It is intended to give the
impression of doing something about
climate change, while actually per-
petuating the problem by preserving
the economic dominance of the fossil
fuel industries.

The government is now consider-
ing increasing the scope and/or size
of the goods and services tax, but it
also intends to eliminate the carbon
tax in July.

The government has failed to
deal with job losses in manufactur-
ing and other sectors of the econo-
my. It has ignored the possibility of
stimulating growth in these sectors
by promoting the development of
renewable energy and related indus-
tries, an idea strongly supported by
the IPCC report.

The fossil fuel industries, the
main contributors to human carbon
emissions, may well be removed

from their dominant position within
the next 30 years.

Public opposition to CSG
mining and coal-fired power stations
is rising. With easily-accessible oil
fields beginning to run dry, the cost
of petroleum will continue to soar.
Sooner or later the demand for elec-
tric vehicles, which are cheaper to
run and maintain than petrol-pow-
ered cars, will rocket, and the age of
petrol-driven vehicles will grind to
a halt.

But 30 years is far too long to
wait for a positive change. Action
to mitigate climate change is needed
immediately.

The way forward

The government could save the
Australian vehicle manufacturing
industry and make a major contribu-
tion to the struggle against climate
change by offering auto manufactur-
ers financial assistance, providing
they produce a given annual quota
of electric vehicles and return a
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proportion of the profits to the Aus-
tralian public.

They should also nationalise the
electricity generation industry and
place restrictions on the sale of coal
and gas overseas. Australia is the
world’s biggest exporter of coking
coal, and the fossil fuel industries, the
major contributors to carbon emis-
sions, are one of the biggest threats to
the future of the human race.

In their globally dominant posi-
tion those industries are suppress-
ing the development of renewable
energy with the help of conservative
governments.

They’re also using deceptive
public relations campaigns to con-
vince the public that the climate is
not undergoing significant change,
or that the best way to deal with it is
to use methods that don’t impact on
their profit margins.

Mining magnate Clive Palmer
recently claimed that the govern-
ment should curb nature’s carbon
emissions (“97 percent of the total”,

he declared indignantly), rather than
focusing on man-made emissions.

He studiously ignored the fact
that most of nature’s emissions are
absorbed by photosynthesis in the
carbon cycle, and the build-up of
extra human-generated emissions
over the last 200 years has caused
the problem.

The renewable energy industries
are taking a progressive position at
this point in history, and their devel-
opment deserves public support. But
that doesn’t mean they will necessar-
ily act in the public interest.

For example, they stand to ben-
efit from privatisation of the electric-
ity generation industry, which should
definitely remain under government
control.

Capitalism sees the public inter-
est simply as a means of improving
the profits of the private sector, and it
is capitalism that’s proving to be the
ultimate enemy in the climate change
crisis. And that’s what we’ve got to
change. @
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So, 60 percent of Australians
want harsher, meaner conditions
in detention centres for asylum
seekers. They need not worry —
the Abbott government intends to
deliver.

So what does this mean? What
are the present conditions? It is fair
to say that because of a media black-
out and a lack of communications in
detention centres, few know what is
really happening. However, igno-
rance has not stilled their cries for
more punishment for asylum seekers.

So what are the conditions?

On arrival at Christmas Island,
as people come off the boats wet and
dirty after days at sea sitting in the
same position with little food and
water, families are separated and
pushed aboard buses to different
camps, with no possibility of phone
or computer contact for weeks.

All offshore camps are bare
bones and of Third World standard.
Aqua has six toilet/shower cubicles
for 400-500 people. Pregnant women
wait up to 90 minutes in queues to
use the wet, stinky facilities. Manus
Island is a sea of hot, damp tents with
the ground ankle deep in water during
rain. The Nauru family compound
consists of communal tents with no
air-conditioning and fans not work-
ing because of power cuts. There is
no shade, no facilities for children to
play and no going to school at any
of these camps for children. Food is
the same, day in day out: tough meat/
chicken/ rice with boiled, tinned veg-
etables. Clothing is minimal, with no
changes of underwear for some. It is
hard to imagine what these Austral-
ians baying for harsher conditions
actually want.

Australian camps vary widely but
are also donga accommodation for
most. The families in Melbourne, for
example, live in 3 x 3 metre rooms
with a double bunk bed on one wall

and a cupboard on the other, with one
window beside the door at the front.
These are stacked alongside others,
so there is no privacy. The guards
are more civilised in Melbourne.
People coming from offshore com-
ment on the fact that these guards do
not shout at them and abuse them, as
is the practice in offshore camps and
in Darwin.

But worst of all is not knowing
what will happen and constantly
being told by camp staff that they
do not know either. Currently there
is no process underway. People exist
from day to day hoping for informa-
tion. Christmas Island camps have
televisions, but these are not turned
on. They have no access to news
from radio, print or television. It
is the same on Nauru and Manus.
Computer access is limited to non-
existent, depending on which camp.
It is useful only for email and Face-
book, as downloading is so slow as to
be impossible. All human rights and
legal advice sites are blocked — even
Google maps!

War on
pregnant women

The war on pregnant women is a
new phenomenon. Women’s care is
so bad and the conditions in which
they live so frightening that some in
offshore camps or threatened with
Nauru have asked for abortions. This
is happening because the women fear
for a baby’s survival in the heat of
Nauru and the filth of the tent camps.
The women are told that their baby is
illegal and has the same illegal status
as the parents.

On return to the detention centre
with the new babe, the parents are
visited in their room by a compli-
ance officer who delivers the follow-
ing information: Your child is illegal.
Even though your child has an Aus-
tralian birth certificate (withheld)
your child does not have Australian
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nationality and will never get a visa.
You and the baby will be sent to
Nauru.

This has led to confusion when
distraught mothers have asked what
they can do for their babies to get
them a visa and legal status, and
some officers have told them that the
only way was to “give the baby up”
to an Australian family or perma-
nent citizen. Some interpreted this to
mean that they should give their baby
away and they were very angry at the
suggestion.

Women are being denied con-
traceptive packs of pills on Nauru.
They are forced to stand in queues
in the hot sun for up to two hours
daily for an individually dispensed
daily tablet. Some women are now
asking for the six months’ injection,
even though it has consequences, as
a means of avoiding this distressing
queuing.

Women are being separated from
husbands and children and flown
thousands of kilometres for basic
medical care. Five women recently

The Immigration Minister is the
legal guardian of children who
arrive by boat without an adult
relative. A guardian’s duty is to
act in the best interests of children
under their care. The Minister has
decided that for 40 boys who were
indefinitely detained on Christ-
mas Island , it is in each of their
best interests to be sent to Nauru
forever. Over the past weeks boys
have been flown in groups of ten
from Christmas Island to the
detention tents of Nauru. Once
there, Save the Children will take
some guardianship duties; how-
ever legal responsibility rests with
the Nauruan Justice Minister.

We believe there are 160+ tod-
dlers to 17year olds detained on
Nauru. The children do not attend
school, families live in large tents
divided by fabric, there are no ceil-
ings to create “rooms”. “Educa-
tion” takes place in another (non
air-conditioned) tent. Recreation
facilities are close to non-existent

and the mental health damage to all
is a given.

The Uniting Church offered to
care for all unaccompanied children
detained by Australia. The Unit-
ing Church has been successfully
involved in delivering this type of
care and guardianship to asylum
seeker children for many years.
The solution is cost-effective and
is shown to result in much better
health and development outcomes
for children. There is no sound
reason for the government’s refusal
of such a plan. If they are look-
ing for other service providers to
take on the work, they also exist in
Australia.

The last time Australia tried
this, the Nauruan Justice Minister
sent the children back to Australia
within days because the risks were
too great. Nothing has changed, the
risks are still life threatening.

Officially there are no children
detained on Manus Island. Reports
now suggest there may have been

up to 14 children detained there.

If someone detained on Christmas
Island claims to be under 18years
an age assessment is done. Such
“tests” are never conclusive. If
there is doubt, surely the person
should not be treated as an adult
and sent offshore alone. But this is
precisely what has been happening.
Once on Manus Island, there are
no child-centric service providers
and no Department of Immigration
age determination team to re-do the
“tests”.

The UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Navi Pillay has used
her opening address at the Human
Rights Council to single out Aus-
tralia’s mistreatment of refugees and
asylum seekers in offshore deten-
tion camps. There have been times
where Australia’s humanitarian suc-
cesses have been noted at the UN.
Now we are, rightly, internationally
shamed.
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flew the 9,700 kilometres round trip
from Christmas Island to Melbourne
for scans. This insanity is practised
to keep families offshore even when
it makes no sense. There is a rule
that all pregnant women, Austral-
ians included, must leave Christmas
Island at 32 weeks because of the
lack of facilities.

Women are being vaccinated on
Christmas Island with substances
which are contraindicated for preg-
nant women. One girl told me that
she told the nurses that she thought
she was pregnant and the nurse
replied — it doesn’t matter — and they
still vaccinated her.

The women have no choice and
often do not know what they are
being given. The women sent to
Manus were double dosed because
their medical documentation did not
arrive and so they were done again.
I asked if they could refuse. They
said no — they told us you have no
choice or it will be done by force.
Three of the six women pregnant
on Manus lost their babies. The

Sydney

rate of miscarriage and neo-natal
deaths is alarming and needs urgent
investigation.

The health care of asylum seek-
ers is punitive at best. Fifteen doctors
signed a letter listing their concerns
about this. As they come off the
boats, medications, walking sticks,
crutches, hearing aids and glasses are
confiscated and thrown away. It may
be weeks before they see a doctor and
by then the damage to health from
lack of treatment can be devastating.

These are just some of the con-
ditions now in place in detention
camps. These are facts not very pret-
tily presented. Please use them next
time you hear the mob baying for
more abuse. It is worrying that this
nation of privileged whingers so hap-
pily chirrups about making life harder
for asylum seekers. This government
does not need encouragement.

* Pamela Curr - Refugee Rights
Coordinator, Asylum Seeker
Resource Centre

The Beacon &

Palm Sunday rally and march
Declare peace on Refugees -
peace, equality, no racism

1:00pm Sunday April 13

Hyde Park North (near fountain)

The Palm Sunday march for 2014 will focus on refugee rights. Take a stand against
the government’s policies of deterrence, and for peace and justice.

Further info:

facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Palm-Sunday-Sydney-2014
phone: Claude Mostowik on 0411 450 953

Speaker so far confirmed:

* Phil Glendenning (Refugee Council, Edmund Rice Centre)

* Firas Naji (Arabic Council of Australia)

* Muhammad Kamal Hussein (Hazara Youth Perspective Org HYPO)
* Sally McManus (NSW Secretary, Australian Services Union)

Everyone has the right to live in peace, with justice and equality, and that includes all
asylum seekers. By declaring war on refugees, the Australian government is alienating
and dehumanising people who come to our country seeking the help we promised 60
years ago when the Menzies Coalition government signed the United Nations Refugee

Convention.

* close detention centres, on shore and off shore

* house asylum seekers in the community

* global and regional program to help people fleeing war and prosecution
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Concern over NT grog law

Neda Vanovac

Suspected terrorists are not faced
with the wide-ranging police
stop-and-search powers that Abo-
riginal people deemed to have a
drinking problem in the Northern
Territory deal with, an Aboriginal
legal aid organisation says.

The North Australian Abo-
riginal Justice Agency (NAAJA)
says the law regarding alcohol
protection orders (APOs) is so
broad and unstructured that it is
open to racially discriminatory
implementation.

APOs ban people from buying,
possessing or consuming alco-
hol, as well as attending licensed
premises, for between three and 12
months if charged with an offence
that carries a six-month jail term
while affected by alcohol.

But offences punishable by
six months in prison include basic
summary offences such as loiter-
ing, disorderly behaviour and shop-
lifting, NAAJA’s principal legal
officer Jonathon Hunyor says.

“The idea it relates to serious
crime is something we’ve told
the government before is inac-
curate, yet they continue to make
that claim, which is disappointing
because it’s not how those laws
work and not how they’re being
put into practice,” he said.

“The law gives police extraor-
dinary powers in relation to APOs,
which frankly you wouldn’t expect
suspected terrorists to be subjected
to.”

Mr Hunyor says that if police
reasonably suspect a person is
subject to an APO, they can search
them without a warrant, without

believing they have breached an
APO or committed an offence, or
even that they are in possession of
alcohol.

“That’s completely unjustifi-
able, that they don’t even have to
suspect that someone’s done some-
thing wrong to be able to stop them
and search them,” Mr Hunyor said.
“That is the sort of extraordinary
power you wouldn’t even give in
the matter of national security.”

Last week, the NT government
announced that more than 800
people had been issued with the
orders. Mr Hunyor said a number
of NAAJA clients had been issued
multiple APOs, with one person
issued ten, a sign they were not
working.

A total of 631 people were
charged with assault last Febru-
ary, compared with 496 people this

Rally to save
public education

Richard Titelius

On April 1 more than 10,000 teach-
ers, students, parents and fellow
union and community activists
gathered at Langley Park on the
Perth foreshore to protest the Lib-
eral government’s failure to ade-
quately resource and fund public
education in Western Australia.

Premier Colin Barnett could not
have been oblivious to the strength
and resolve of the teachers union nor
of the other unions involved in the
campaign who had members work-
ing in the public education system.
These included the Community and
Public Sector Union, Civil Service
Association and United Voice; the
State School Teachers’ Union had in
September 2013 held a similar sized
rally and warned of similar industrial
action.

Representatives of the Greens
and the Australian Labor Party were
also flying their respective banners
as were the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia, Australian Services Union

and Unions WA with its secretary
Meredith Hammat. The SSTU lead-
ers and Unions WA were at the front
of the march to Parliament House in
a colourful and festive atmosphere
through the city along St Georges
Terrace.

In lead-up to the teachers’ day of
action 8,600 teachers pre-registered
their intention not to attend work for
the day.

There were also 17 regional ral-
lies from Kununurra in the state’s
north to Esperance on the south coast.

The Barnett government has
started taking the axe to some areas
of education this year including Edu-
cational Assistants for a number of
special needs areas such as mental
health and Indigenous students.

However, the funding and
resourcing of education is also a fed-
eral issue and people had also come
to vent their anger at the Abbott gov-
ernment as it has reduced funding to
education through their undermining
of the Gonski funding of the previous
ALP government.
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WA Senate rerun

The rally was timed to coincide
with the Senate rerun election. Pre-
liminary results indicate a decrease
in votes for the ALP and the Liberals
of about 5% for each and an increase
of 6% for the Greens and 8% for the
Palmer United Party. Of the six seats
two were won by the Liberals, one
seat for the ALP, and one seat each
for the Greens and the PUP.

The result is almost a repeat of
the initial result from September
2013, for the six senate vacancies up
for re-election, with the difference
being a more emphatic repudiation
of the politics of the status quo.

According to the Australian Elec-
toral Commission the final result of
the voting is unlikely to be known for
several weeks. Results so far:

Labor Party .......... 21.76%
Liberal Party . ........ 33.71%
Greens ............. 15.88%

Palmer United Party .. .12.49%
An analysis will follow in a
coming issue of the Guardian .

L

Liberal Party poster of Clive Palmer suggesting he is in it for himself rather than WA.

February, according to preliminary
police data, the government said.
Chief Minister Adam Giles said
that represented “an unbelievable
drop” of 22 percent. “It’s only very
early days, but if the long-term
trend is even close to this, it will
be a major win for police in their
efforts to keep the community
safe,” he said.

Mr Giles also said property
crime had dropped to its lowest
rate since record keeping began,
and attributed both sets of statis-
tics in part to APOs, which were
implemented from December. But
official year-on-year crime statis-
tics show that from 2012 to 2013,
there was a 12.3 percent increase
in alcohol-related assaults across

one month reduction in assaults is
always welcome ... (but) it’s just
not credible to suggest that there’s
a link between a one-month reduc-
tion in assaults and APOs that
have been in place for a couple of
months,” Mr Hunyor said.

He said APOs were a punitive,
knee-jerk law-and-order response
to a public health problem, and that
they criminalise alcoholics.

“To be placing orders on these
people that they obviously can’t
comply with — if you’re an alcohol-
ic you can’t stop drinking tomor-
row, that’s the nature of being an
alcoholic, but now you’re subject
to a police search without a warrant
at any time — that is just completely
an unprincipled way to deal with a

the NT.
“We’re always pleased to see
a reduction in crime rates, and a

difficult issue,” Mr Hunyor said.
Koori Mail &

The treasurer keeps on telling us that everybody should tight-
en their belts, the time of entitlement is over and all have to be
prepared to do some heavy lifting because money is in short sup-
ply for all people’s needs. However, the military seem to be in
a different category. The government wants to increase military
spending to two percent of GDP (gross domestic product) and
the Army chief, Lieutenant-General David Morrison defended
the Army’s planned purchase of 1,100 armoured troop carriers
at the cost of $10 billion. It is the third biggest defence project
and there remains one unanswered question: where is it that
Australia is going to fight wars? General Morrison had men-
tioned “democratisation of violence” in his speech to the Harvard
Club of Australia where he spoke about population movements
such as rural migration of people to the cities along coasts and
rivers and technological advances in weaponry which would
make future wars more dangerous for Australian troops. Are
Australian troops to be sent to fight peasants migrating to cit-
ies? Or is the Army being turned into a mercenary outfit to be
sent over whenever there is a popular movement or revolt?

Severe shortage of public housing in Victoria requires an
extra $200 million a year as an investment to keep up with
the demand. Social housing makes up a meagre 3.4 per-
cent in Victoria — the lowest rate in Australia. Almost 34,000
Victorians are on the waiting list for public housing while
there is a shortage of almost 80,000 social housing units.

The Abbott government is not going to release the interim report
of its inquiry into the death of one asylum seeker and inju-
ries to more than 60 others on Manus Island in February. The
final report is not going to be made public either. With no offi-
cial report coming to light it is no wonder that the Greens senator
Sarah Hanson-Young accused the government of working “fever-
ishly to cover up” what happened on the night of violence on
Manus Island. She described the refusal to release the report
as “unacceptable”. “It seems the Australian government is work-
ing hard to make sure that the truth is kept hidden”, she said.

Computer literacy is often taken for granted, especially with
young people. However, the Smith’s Family submission to the
national curriculum review states that “curriculum, schools,
teachers and educational systems now tend to assume that
all children and young people have access to resources such
as computers and the internet, but our analysis and experi-
ence working with disadvantaged families shows this is clearly
not the case”, its submission said. One in five children does not
have access to the internet at home and that figure rises to
one-third of children aged 5 to 14 in the most disadvantaged
families. The charity said many families struggled to put food

on the table so a computer was a luxury many could not afford.
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Belgrade calls for a world of ec

Neil Clark

To mark the 15th anniversary of
the start of the illegal NATO war
of aggression against the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia, over 500
scientists, experts and peace cam-
paigners, myself included, gath-
ered in the capital of Serbia.

There, the international con-
ference Global Peace vs Global
Interventionism and Imperialism,
organised by the Belgrade “Forum
for a World of Equals” took place
March 21-24. The event began
Friday evening with the opening of a
photographic exhibition in the Sava
Centre, which displayed the appall-
ing humanitarian, economic and
environmental consequences of the
78-day NATO bombardment.

Under the pretext of a “humani-
tarian” intervention to stop a non-
existent “genocide” NATO bombs
killed and injured thousands. Among
the most heinous crimes was an attack
on a convoy of Kosovo Albanians
which at first the Western military
alliance tried to blame on Yugoslav
forces, and which killed 73 people,
and the bombing of a passenger train
which killed 15 people. The photo-
graphs were harrowing reminder of
what “humanitarian” interventions
mean in practice.

Succession of wars

Right from the beginning, in
front of a packed audience, speakers
at the forum were keen to stress that
the war against Yugoslavia was not
an isolated conflict but only the first
in a succession of aggressive imperi-
alistic wars led by the US in its quest
for economic and military domina-
tion of the entire globe following the
demise of the Soviet Union.

Any strategically important
country in the world which does not
have the “right” government, i.e. one
which wishes to preserve national
independence and sovereignty, is tar-
geted for destabilisation and “regime
change” by the US and its allies as
highlighted by the recent coup in
Ukraine and the attempts to topple
the government in Venezuela.

The war against Yugoslavia, in
the words of Klaus Hartmann from
the Free Thinkers Association in Ger-
many, was a “door-opener”, which
paved the way for new illegal wars
and interventions following the
demise of the Soviet Union.

Fifteen years ago, the Rubicon
was crossed; it was then that the
Western powers tore up the post-
WW2 international settlement,
and invented the bogus theory of
“humanitarian intervention” which
had no basis in international law to
provide justification for their attacks
on sovereign states. As Dr Armand
Clesse, Director of the Luxembourg
Institute for European and Interna-
tional Studies, said, the assault on
Yugoslavia was about breaking the
wills of those who did not kowtow to
the global hegemony. NATO wanted
to teach the Serbs a lesson and warn
others of what would happen to them
if they resisted.

Colonial projects

David McKee, of the Cana-
dian Peace Congress, described the
“Responsibility to Protect” (R2P)
doctrine as modern imperialism’s
equivalent of the “white man’s
burden”. There’s nothing new and
“progressive” about the R2P doc-
trine, it’s just an old colonial project
dressed up in 21st century clothing.
Mario Franssen from the Belgian
group Intal also gave us some his-
torical perspective. He argued that

NATO, an aggressive alliance since
its inception, had been contained by
the existence of the Soviet Union.
When that disappeared in the early
1990s, the imperialists needed new
justifications for interventions.
“Since that day, NATO is explicitly
used by imperialism to undermine
sovereignty and in doing so, under-
mine any form of real democracy.
The new rhetoric accompanying
this offensive was ‘humanitarian
intervention,” which started with the
attack on Yugoslavia in 1999.”

The bombing of Yugoslavia
broke new ground in other ways, too.

US writer Diana Johnstone,
author of the book A4 Fools’ Cru-
sade, on how the US got the West-
ern centre-left to support the 1999
attack, said that Serbs were used as
“guinea pigs” to test out new tech-
niques of misinformation, slander
and propaganda and the sowing of
division which would be used again
in subsequent Western attempts at
destabilisation and regime change.
“Western leaders talk about ‘our
values’ but my values include truth-
fulness and that’s certainly not one
of theirs,” she said. “They most cer-
tainly do not believe in a world of
equals.” It’s surely hard for anyone
to disagree with this assessment of
Western “truthfulness”, bearing in
mind what has occurred since 1999.
In 1999 the “Big Lie” was that Yugo-
slav forces were committing geno-
cide against Kosovan Albanians. In
2003, the “Big Lie” was that Iraq had
WMDs which threatened the peace
of the world. In 2011, the “Big Lie”
was that Libyan forces were about to
massacre civilians in Benghazi. The
latest “Big Lie” from the Western
elites is of course the Russian “inva-
sion” of Crimea, with President Putin
of Russia the latest “official enemy”
to be cast as “The New Hitler”.
Before every war come the war lies,
but while most people accept that
we were lied to by our leaders about
Iraq, there are still many, even those
who consider themselves to be anti-
war, who do not understand that the
same sort of lies were told before the
bombing of Yugoslavia.

Demonised

Independent researcher June
Kelly, from Ireland, also focused on
the outrageous lies told by Western
leaders before military intervention.
She described the process by which
the “enemy” is demonised with the
ultimate goals being to install puppet
regimes and rob the natural resources
of the “enemy” state. “The people of
our world pay for US-led imperial-
ist wars. The people pay in blood.
They pay in money in the form of
ever growing taxes and pay cuts,”
she said.

In another stirring speech focus-
ing on Western mendacity, Duarte
Alves, of the Portuguese Commu-
nist Youth, said that the attack on
Yugoslavia showed that the Cold
War propaganda from the West was
“nothing but a lie.” The imperialist
powers said that with the fall of the
Soviet Union “a new world peace”
would rise, but in fact the opposite
has occurred with war after war. The
end of the Cold War has in fact only
led to an era of “hot wars.”

While many delegates focused on
the economic factors behind modern
wars, Professor Dr Jean Bricmont,
the Belgian academic and author,
discussed what he believed was the
important and pernicious role of
two pressure groups: “What pushes
us toward war is a combination of
ideology and actions from pressure
groups: the Zionist-neoconservatives

on the Right and the liberal interven-
tionists on the Left.” He detailed
what he described as the “large over-
lap” between “humanitarian inter-
ventionism” and support for Israel.

That got me thinking: and while
I could think of Zionists who do
oppose “humanitarian intervention-
ism”, for example the leading British
journalist, Peter Hitchens, I couldn’t
come up with one prominent sup-
porter of “humanitarian intervention-
ism” who wasn’t also a Zionist. That
could explain why there were no calls
from the R2P supporters for military
“intervention” against Israel when
its forces were bombarding Gaza
during Operation Cast Lead in late
2008 and early 2009, while the same
people were at the forefront of the
calls to “intervene” against Yugosla-
via in 1999 when the authorities there
carried out their own “anti-terrorist”
operations in Kosovo.

Double standards

In common with other speakers,
Professor Bricmont highlighted the
west’s breathtaking double standards
on foreign policy. “What is striking
in all this is that the Western media
and governments are practically
unanimous in applauding the coup
in Ukraine, in denouncing the seces-
sionist tendencies in Crimea and the
interference of Russia in the internal
affairs of Ukraine, without realising
the utter absurdity of these positions,
after Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya, Syria and their own interven-
tions in Ukraine,” he said.

Of course the war lobby wants
people to think that the bombing of
Yugoslavia, the US-led invasion of
Afghanistan and Iraq, the NATO
war against Libya, the Western-
backed terrorist war against Syria,
the economic warfare against Iran,
the destabilisation of Venezuela, and
the recent coup in Ukraine are all
separate events.

The serial warmongers don’t
mind journalists writing pieces
attacking the invasion of Iraq, (so
long as they describe it as a “mis-
take”), but the imperial truth enforc-
ers and elite gatekeepers most
certainly do mind when we denounce
the war against Yugoslavia, which is
supposed to be NATO’s “good” war.

In my speech I explained why
trying to stop the truth from coming
out about the Balkans and pushing a
mendacious narrative about what was
going on in Kosovo in 1999, which
includes the demonisation of Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic and equat-
ing the Yugoslav leader with Adolf
Hitler, was and is so important for the
neocons and their pro-war fake-left
allies.

Once people understand that
what we have witnessed since 1999
are not a number of disconnected
wars, but merely battles in the same,
ongoing war, the serial warmongers
are in serious trouble. That’s why
their attacks on those of us who write
about Yugoslavia and tell the truth
about what happened there are par-
ticularly venomous, and are, in my
opinion, aimed at intimidating people
from questioning the dominant pro-
NATO narrative.

The neoliberals and pro-war
fake-left, who have supported mili-
tary actions against Afghanistan,
Iraq, Libya, the arming of “rebels”
in Syria and Israeli assaults on Leba-
non and Gaza, conflicts which have
led to the death of well over one mil-
lion innocent Muslims, have, when it
comes to the Balkans, the audacity to
pose as the “humanitarian” protectors
of Muslims. But that is only because
taking a “pro-Muslim” and anti-Serb

line in the Balkans served the impe-
rial agenda of destroying the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia, an independ-
ent socialist country which resisted
globalisation and didn’t want to join
NATO or the EU.

I told the audience that we on
the anti-imperialist side need to
remind people of this whenever we
are attacked on Yugoslavia, and how
the Western wars supported by the
neocons and fake-left, which began
with the bombing of 1999, have
brought death and misery to millions
of people around the globe. In this
context, Professor Dr Andreas Grie-
wank from Germany reminded the
conference that Madeline Albright,
the US Secretary of State at the time
of the NATO “humanitarian” war
against Yugoslavia, had justified on
television the death of half a million
children due to sanctions in Iraq. Do
we really need moralising lectures
on “Serbian aggression” from such
people?

Daily struggle

Fifteen years on from the NATO
bombing, and over 13 years on from
the Western-financed “revolution”
which removed President Milose-
vic and the Socialists from power,
life for the majority of working-
class people in Serbia has become

a daily struggle to make ends meet.

Award-winning film maker Boris

Malagurski described to us what

has happened to Serbia since the

economy was “restructured” to suit

Western capital and neoliberal poli-

cies were introduced by the so-called

“democratic” governments. Large-

scale privatisation has led to big

rises in unemployment, the rate of
which currently stands at 34 percent

(if previous methods of measurement

had been maintained). Serbia’s tran-

sition to a “market economy” may
have meant rich pickings for Western
multinationals, but it certainly hasn’t
been good news for the Serbian
working class or for the country’s
youth who struggle to find jobs.
After two days of excellent,
thought-provoking speeches and
in-depth analysis a working party,
including myself, was formed to dis-
cuss the final declaration of the Bel-
grade Forum. Here are some of the
key points from the final document:

* The NATO aggression against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
was a war imposed against an
independent, sovereign European
state in gross violation of the
fundamental principles of
international law.

* Seeing that the attack on
Yugoslavia was a crime against
peace and humanity and a gross
violation of international law,
Serbia has the right to initiate
proceedings against NATO
member states for the payment
of war damages to Serbia
and Montenegro as well as to
individuals who suffered from the
aggression.

» The war against Yugoslavia was
a turning point toward global
interventionism, the practice of
gross violation of the international
legal order, and the negation
of the role of the UN and
subsequently it has been used as
the model of interventionism in
a number of other cases such as
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Mali
and elsewhere.

* Participants expressed their full
support for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Serbia,
including the resolution of
Kosovo and Metohija in line with
UNSC resolution 1244.

Kosovar refugees cross the border between Yugc

Participants welcomed the UN
General Assembly declaration
which proclaimed 2014 to be the
international year of solidarity
with the people of Palestine.
They also denounced plans and
actions aimed at destabilising the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
and expressed their solidarity
with the Venezuelan people and
support for its courageous efforts
to preserve the freedom, pride
and sovereignty of Venezuela

and to decide their own future.
Participants also expressed their
satisfaction that the people of
Crimea have used their right to
self-determination which resulted
in reunification with Russia.
Participants condemned the
Western-promoted rehabilitation
of fascism and attempts to equate
communism with Nazism.
Participants dedicated significant
attention to the global economic
capitalist crisis, which has led not
only to an unprecedented social
stratification and impoverishment
but also to an artificially imposed
debt crisis. Conference expressed
its support for the popular protests
against the above.

The global economic crisis cannot
be resolved by makeshift mends
of the existing system, but only
by abandoning the neoliberal
concept and by developing a new
humane system of social justice,
equality and better life for all
people and nations on the planet.
The conference declared that only
a world free of the dominance of
imperialism and militarism will
stand a chance to avoid a war
cataclysm.

It is absolutely unacceptable and
contrary to international law to
have the regional source of power,
such as NATO and the EU, be
established as a substitute for the
UN Security Council.
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About Youth
Against
Settlements

NATO aggression

In his closing address, the former
Foreign Minister of Yugoslavia and
the President of the Belgrade Forum
Zivadin Jovanic said that NATO
aggression was now not just lim-
ited to the Balkans but had become
globalised. We are already living in
World War III waged by those with
vested interests in fighting against the
equality of all. We have to fight for
the globalisation of peace.

On March 24, participants of the
conference paid tributes to the victims
of the NATO aggression of 15 years
ago by laying wreaths at memorials,
including at the Monument to the
Children who were victims of the
attack in Tasmajdan Park. I wonder
how much, if any, thought is given to
these innocent victims by the West-
ern “humanitarians” who planned the
murderous NATO attack of 1999.

Let me end now with some per-
sonal recollections of an inspiring
event which I believe show the true
spirit of egalitarianism of the Bel-
grade Forum of Equals and of the
people who took part.

When I took my seat in the audi-
ence for the opening session Satur-
day morning, I found myself next
to a charming, friendly woman who
politely introduced herself to me,
saying she was Dia from Venezue-
la. We sat next to each other for the
whole of the first day and she even
came out to look for me when it was
my turn to speak and I had popped
out for some fresh air.

The following morning the chair
announced that it gave him great
pleasure to announce that the next
speaker was the Venezuelan Ambas-
sador to Serbia. And lo and behold,
Dia went up to the podium, where
she gave a stirring address about
how her country was threatened by
the same imperialist forces which
had attacked Yugoslavia.
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For the whole weekend, even
after she had finished her address,
Dia sat with members of the audi-
ence listening attentively to the other
speakers: [ cannot imagine an ambas-
sador from Britain or any Western
country showing similar respectful-
ness and modesty.

The behaviour of Zivadin
Jovanovic was equally impressive.
Here is a man who was the former
Foreign Secretary of Yugoslavia,
who chatted to everyone and was
approachable all weekend — sitting in
the audience to watch when the floor
was given to the Youth Forum. In his
final speech he thanked the transla-
tors for their work and hoped they’d
been served enough refreshments.

Mr Jovanovic’s thoughtfulness
to others was on show throughout
the whole weekend. Remember, Dia
Nader is the ambassador of a country
(Venezuela) demonised by the West-
ern elites, and Mr Jovanovic was the
Foreign Minister of a government
which was demonised by the same
crowd, too. I doubt very much if
you’d get their Western counterparts
— puffed up with their own impor-
tance at bringing “democracy” and
“civilisation” to the world via NATO
bombs behaving in such a democratic
or civilised way.

One final point.

We hear a lot from Western lead-
ers about the so-called “international
community” — which in practice only
means the US and its closest allies.
But what we had in Belgrade was a
meeting of a genuine “international
community”. The views heard at our
conference don’t get much hearing
in the Western MSM, but they are, |
believe, the views held by the major-
ity of people on this planet. It really
is time that we make our superior
numbers count and work together to
build a true World of Equals.
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Last week the Guardian published
an article (page 7) about the strug-
gle against Israeli occupation of
Hebron. The following is a mission
statement of one of the organisers
of the protests in Hebron, Youth
Against Settlements.

We are a national Palestinian
non-partisan activist group which
seeks to end Israeli colonisation
activities in Palestine (building and
expanding settlements) through non-
violent popular struggle and civil
disobedience.

We are based in Hebron, one of
the areas hardest hit by the Israeli
occupation. Ostensibly to protect
approximately 600 fundamental-
ist Israelis that have forcibly estab-
lished a settlement right in the heart
of Hebron, the Israeli state has
imposed on the Palestinian residents
of the city a regime of forced evic-
tions, curfews, market closures, street
closures, military checkpoints, sub-
jection to military law including fre-
quent random searches and detention
without charge, and lack of protec-
tion from rampant settler violence,
which has pressured approximately
13,000 Palestinian civilians to flee
their homes in the Hebron city centre,
turning it into a virtual ghost town.

We would like to ask why is the
well-being of 600 Israeli civilians so
much more important than that of
thousands of Palestinian civilians?
The fact that for over 40 years Israel
has insisted on maintaining complete
control over the Hebron city centre,
a de-facto annexing of it in every
meaningful way, including giving
Israelis financial incentives to move
there, yet treats the civilian inhabit-
ants of the area extremely differently
solely on the basis of their ethnicity,
can be called nothing but apartheid.

In addition, Hebron is also sur-
rounded by Israeli settlements, and
the residents of the outskirts of
Hebron are constantly subjected to
harassment, violence, and land theft.
In many cases settlers have con-
structed settlement outposts, illegal
even under Israeli law, on private
Palestinian land, while Palestin-
ian complaints to Israeli authorities
are completely ignored. In protests
against these outposts, we, along
with Israeli peace activists and the
owners of the land, build our own
structures next to the illegal outposts,
only to be met by violent settlers and
the Israeli army and police.

Our completely non-violent
protesters face arrests and deten-
tion, while Israeli soldiers and police
ignore acts of violence and assault
committed by settlers right in front of
them. We, the owners of the land and
their guests, are forcibly removed
from the land by a Closed Military
Zone order (as well as tear gas and
sound grenades), while the settlers,
who the Israeli state admits are tres-
passing on Palestinian-owned land,
are usually explicitly allowed to
stay. In rare cases where they too are
ordered to leave, they are allowed to
return immediately without interfer-
ence while we are tailed by Israeli
armed forces and continue to be
harassed.

Our structures, built with the
permission and participation of the

land owners, are demolished imme-
diately for lack of a permit, while the
settler outposts, also built without a
permit on land they don’t own, are
allowed to remain. The actions of the
Israeli army and police in these cases
clearly show that the Israeli state is
not simply an innocent bystander in
the settlement outpost enterprise, as it
claims, but is actively enabling land
thefft.

Vision:

A 100 percent non-violent, mass
Palestinian uprising of civil disobedi-
ence that pressures the Israeli gov-
ernment to dismantle the settlements
and end the Occupation.

Goals:

1. Study the colonial strategy of
expansion and development of
settlements.

2. Raise the awareness level of
the local and global community
about the methods of land
confiscation and theft from
Palestinian land owners for
settlement-related purposes.

3. Resist all the stages of
Israeli colonisation, from the
planning of settlements to their
construction and expansion.

4. Expose Israel’s colonial plans
and strategies.

5. Support the presence of the
Palestinians on their lands that
are vulnerable to confiscation by
Israel for settlement expansion.

6. Close the gap between local
Palestinians and associations
and the governmental and non-
governmental organisations
that work within the scope of
resistance and study of Israeli
settlement-related activities.

Strategies:

1. Establishing direct contact
and continuous follow-up
with Palestinians in threatened
regions.

2. Raising awareness through
news letters, advertisements,
broadcasting footage, holding
workshops and conferences, and
any other effective means.

3. Collecting information about

settlement activities and
organising, archiving and
distributing it.

. Pursuing legal means such as

filing complaints and raising
court cases before Israeli and
international courts.

. Building an active network of

supportive local, Israeli and
international organisations.

. Non-violent direct actions

and civil disobedience like
demonstrations, protests and
defying racist laws of the
occupation.

. Recruiting all sectors of the

Palestinian community to resist
and stand against colonial
activities on their lands.

. Spreading the importance of

economic and non-economic
boycott of settlements, such as
labour in settlements, trade with
settlers, and buying settlement
products.

Participation regulations:

. Believing in, and committing to,

our goals and means of struggle.

. Voluntary work to achieve our

goals.

. Taking action through non-

violent civil disobedience.

. The ability to commit to dates

and contribute effectively to
activities.

. Never participating in any

activity that serves the
settlements or supports them.

. Moral and patriotic commitment,

and respect for the beliefs,
traditions and general values of
Palestinian society.

. Commitment to assigned tasks

and roles.

. Rejecting partisan

fundamentalism, and any
possibility of claiming individual
or partisan credit for group
activities.

. Expressing respect towards

women and their equivalent role
to men in resisting colonisation
and settlement activities, as well
as the equivalent roles of all
sectors of society. @



8 Apil9,2014

International

How US created
“Cuban Twitter”
fto take down Casiro

The United States engineered a
text messaging network in Cuba
to try and spread unrest in the
socialist country. More than
40,000 people have shared news
and opinions using the service.

The documents obtained by the
Associated Press state the project was
led by Joe McSpedon, a US govern-
ment official, who attracted a team
of high-tech wizards from around the
globe to set up a site that could reach
hundreds of thousands of Cubans.

The Caribbean island has some
of the world’s most stringent inter-
net regulations, so text messaging via
cell phones would help to evade the
country’s strict information controls.
The use of mobile technology has
been encouraged. Cubans were given
the opportunity to call one another
or send text messages, though the
cost was high, given that the average
salary is just $20 per month.

The network was called ZunZu-
neo, which was a play on twitter, with
the word being slang for a Cuban
hummingbird’s tweet. The project
was financed by the US Agency for
international development (USAID).

The initial plan was to gain users
by allowing access to light news sto-
ries, such as baseball bulletins, music
and weather updates. However, once
a critical number of subscribers was
reached, operators would introduce
political stories aimed at tarnishing
the reputation of the Cuban gov-
ernment, with the aim of creating a
“Cuban Spring”.

Critical mass was important for
the USAID because, due to public
demand, it would be much harder
for the Cuban government to shut it
down, while Cubacel, the cell phone
company, would have seen a mass
increase in their profits.

USAID staff had noted that
text messaging had been a popular
fuse in starting political uprisings in
Moldova and the Philippines. At its
peak, the site had more than 40,000
subscribers, who were never aware
that the network was created by the
US government.

“There will be absolutely no
mention of United States government
involvement,” according to a 2010
memo from Mobile Accord, one of
the project’s contractors. “This is
absolutely crucial for the long-term
success of the service and to ensure
the success of the mission.”

The US government’s actions
have already caught the attention of
one American politician, Democrat
Senator Patrick Leahy, who said, “On
the face of it there are several aspects
about this which are troubling.

“There is the risk to young,
unsuspecting Cuban cell phone
users who had no idea this was a US
government-funded activity. There
is the clandestine nature of the pro-
gram that was not disclosed to the
appropriations subcommittee with
oversight responsibility.”

White House Press Secretary
Jay Carney responded, saying the
program was completed in 2012,
and that it was conducted out in the
open, approved by lawmakers, and
analysed by government watchdogs.

“Suggestions that this was a
covert program are wrong,” Carney
said. “Congress funds democ-
racy programming to Cuba to help
empower Cubans to access more
information and to strengthen civil
society. These appropriations are
public, unlike covert action. The
money invested has been debated
in Congress. In addition, [the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office]
reviewed this program in detail in
2013, and found it was conducted in
accordance with US law and under
appropriate oversight controls.”

Carney added that while it was
not a secret program, the government
was “discreet” about its operations,
as it was conducted in Cuba, a “non-
permissive environment.”

“That’s how you protect the prac-
titioners and the public,” he said.
“This is not unique to Cuba.”

There are a number of ques-
tions regarding the project’s legal-
ity. US law requires that any covert
action by a federal agency must have
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presidential authorisation. Officials
at USAID would not say who had
approved the program or whether
the White House was aware of it.
McSpedon, the most senior official
named in the documents obtained by
the AP, is a mid-level manager and he
declined to comment.

To try and hide their tracks, they
used a maze of different compa-
nies, with a bank account from the
Cayman Islands to make sure that no
one could ever find out this was an
operation set up by the United States.

Although the project had hoped
to obtain 400,000 subscribers, they
eventually decided to cap the number
at 40,000 by the end March 2011,
which was less than one percent of
the population of Cuba.

Interest was being lost in the
project with every month that passed,
and, by the summer of 2012, Cubans
began to complain that the service
was inconsistent, and then one day it
just disappeared.

The USAID say that did not have
any more money available for the
project, while the Cuban government
decided not to comment.

RT &

Solidarity moves

On March 26, Japanese Commu-
nist Party (JCP) Vice Chairman
and Director of International
Department, Ogata Yasuo, led a
delegation on a visit to Vietnam.
The delegation met with To Huy
Rua, a Politburo member and
head of the Communist Party of
Vietnam Central Committee’s
Commission for Organisation.
Ogata praised the friendship
between the two Parties, Rua
congratulated the JCP on its past
achievements and the recently
successfully holding its 26th Con-
gress. Both sides agreed to facili-
tate the exchange of information
and delegation, and building links
between media organisation and
youth unions.

Meanwhile, at the invitation
of Cuba leader Raul Castro Ruz,
Vietnam Prime Minister Nguyen

Tan Dung visited Cuba from March
26-28. The outcome of this visit
was fruitful, Cuba and Vietnam
praised the development of bilateral
ties, fraternal solidarity, traditional
friendship and close cooperation.

They believed this relationship
was beneficial for the two countries
in building socialism and national
defence. Vietnam asked the US to
end its embargo and to stop further
hostile action against Cuba uncon-
ditionally and immediately. Viet-
nam and Cuba agreed to increase
cooperation, mutual support and
coordination in the United Nations,
the Non-Aligned Movement and the
Forum for East Asia-Latin America
Cooperation. Nguyen also invited
Castro for a state visit to Vietnam,
and it was accepted with pleasure
by the Cuban President.

On April 1, Vietnam and China

successfully held the 14th friend-
ship exchange program after having
one week’s joint activities in Hanoi,
Hai Phong, Ho Chi Minh City and
Bac Ninh. A 100-member Chinese
delegation led by Secretary of the
Youth League of China Lou Mei
was welcomed by Vietnam’s state
and party leaders, such as First
Secretary of the Ho Chi Minh Com-
munist Youth Union Central Com-
mittee Nguyen Dac Vinh.

This exchange program offers
a good opportunity for exchanging
experiences in organising youth
league/union activities. It teaches
the youngsters of the traditional
friendship between the two par-
ties, peoples and states, and this
exchange has fostered and pre-
served the Vietnam-China compre-
hensive strategic partnership. &

Gagging law
repeal pledge

Joana Ramiro

BRITAIN: Trade unions and
charities welcomed Labour’s
pledge to repeal the “gagging
laws” if it comes into power. The
Trades Union Congress as well
as the British membership body
for non-governmental organisa-
tions, Bond, were quick to hail the
Labour Party’s pledge that when
it comes to power it would scrap
the “illiberal” Lobbying Act.

The organisation’s chief execu-
tive Ben Jackson said Bond wel-
comed the announcement and that
it has always “maintained the need
for legislation that enables groups
to campaign in a transparent and
accountable way on the big issues
that face our country and planet, not
a law that gags civil society.”

The Act — labelled the “gag-
ging law” — would give government
full access to membership data
of all bodies involved in political
campaigning.

Trade unions were particularly
worried about the personal informa-
tion of their members being passed
on to government in the wake of a
blacklisting scandal.

“The Act does nothing to curb
the power of corporate lobbyists,
yet hinders free speech, shuts cam-
paign and community groups out
of the democratic process and ties
unions up in needless red tape,”
said TUC general secretary Frances
O’Grady.

If elected in 2015 Labour is now
set to create an alternative.

According to shadow leader
of the Commons, Angela Eagle,
Labour would “introduce a univer-
sal register of all professional lob-
byists backed by a code of conduct
and sanctions.”

The Act comes into force in
September, but thanks to several
passed amendments it will only
apply until the end of the election
period in May 2015.

Morning Star &

MOST IMPORTANT EVENTS
IN SOLIDARITY WITH CUBA, 2014

Third Week of Denounce and Solidarity

“5 days for the Cuban5”
Date: June 4-11, 2014

Place: Washington DC, USA !
More information in: www.thecuban5.0

III World Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba,

“Cuba Solidarity 2014”

Date: October 27 - 31, 2014

Place: Havana, Cuba
More information in:

www.icap.cu & www.facebook.com/cubasolidaridad2014
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Venezuela: A call for peace
Statement, President Nicolas Maduro
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Since 1998, the movement
founded by Hugo Chavez
has won more than a dozen
presidential, parliamentary
and local elections through
an electoral process that
former American President
Jimmy Carter has called
“the best in the world.”

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.

CARACAS, Venezuela: The a former union organiser, I believe supporter or an opponent of the gov-

recent protests in Venezuela have
made international headlines.
Much of the foreign media cover-
age has distorted the reality of my
country and the facts surrounding
the events.

Venezuelans are proud of our
democracy. We have built a partici-
patory democratic movement from
the grass roots that has ensured that
both power and resources are equi-
tably distributed among our people.

According to the United Nations,
Venezuela has consistently reduced
inequality: It now has the lowest
income inequality in the region. We
have reduced poverty enormously
— to 25.4 percent in 2012, on the
World Bank’s data, from 49 percent
in 1998; in the same period, accord-
ing to government statistics, extreme
poverty diminished to 6 percent from
21 percent.

We have created flagship uni-
versal health care and education
programs, free to our citizens nation-
wide. We have achieved these feats
in large part by using revenue from
Venezuelan oil.

While our social policies have
improved citizens’ lives overall,
the government has also confronted
serious economic challenges in the
past 16 months, including inflation
and shortages of basic goods. We
continue to find solutions through
measures like our new market-based
foreign exchange system, which is
designed to reduce the black market
exchange rate. And we are monitor-
ing businesses to ensure they are
not gouging consumers or hoarding
products. Venezuela has also strug-
gled with a high crime rate. We are
addressing this by building a new
national police force, strengthening
community-police cooperation and
revamping our prison system.

Since 1998, the movement
founded by Hugo Chéavez has won
more than a dozen presidential,
parliamentary and local elections
through an electoral process that
former American President Jimmy
Carter has called “the best in the
world.” Recently, the United Social-
ist Party received an overwhelming
mandate in mayoral elections in
December 2013, winning 255 out of
337 municipalities.

Popular participation in politics
in Venezuela has increased dra-
matically over the past decade. As

profoundly in the right to associa-
tion and in civic duty to ensure that
justice prevails by voicing legitimate
concerns through peaceful assembly
and protest.

The claims that Venezuela is a
deficient democracy and that current
protests represent mainstream sen-
timent are belied by the facts. The
anti-government protests are being
carried out by people in the wealth-
ier segments of society who seek to
reverse the gains of the democratic
process that have benefited the vast
majority of the people.

Anti-government protesters
have physically attacked and dam-
aged health care clinics, burned down
a university in Tachira State and
thrown Molotov cocktails and rocks
at buses. They have also targeted
other public institutions by throwing
rocks and torches at the offices of the
Supreme Court, the public telephone
company CANTYV and the attor-
ney general’s office. These violent
actions have caused many millions
of dollars’ worth of damage. This is
why the protests have received no
support in poor and working-class
neighbourhoods.

The protesters have a single goal:
the unconstitutional ouster of the
democratically elected government.
Anti-government leaders made this
clear when they started the campaign
in January, vowing to create chaos
in the streets. Those with legitimate
criticisms of economic conditions or
the crime rate are being exploited by
protest leaders with a violent, antide-
mocratic agenda.

In two months, a reported 36
people have been killed. The protest-
ers are, we believe, directly responsi-
ble for about half of the fatalities. Six
members of the National Guard have
been shot and killed; other citizens
have been murdered while attempt-
ing to remove obstacles placed by
protesters to block transit.

A very small number of secu-
rity forces personnel have also been
accused of engaging in violence, as
a result of which several people have
died. These are highly regrettable
events, and the Venezuelan govern-
ment has responded by arresting
those suspected. We have created a
Human Rights Council to investigate
all incidents related to these pro-
tests. Each victim deserves justice,
and every perpetrator — whether a

ernment — will be held accountable
for his or her actions.

In the United States, the pro-
testers have been described as
“peaceful,” while the Venezuelan
government is said to be violently
repressing them. According to this
narrative, the American government
is siding with the people of Vene-
zuela; in reality, it is on the side of
the 1 percent who wish to drag our
country back to when the 99 percent
were shut out of political life and
only the few — including American
companies — benefited from Ven-
ezuela’s oil.

Let’s not forget that some of
those who supported ousting Ven-
ezuela’s democratically elected
government in 2002 are leading
the protests today. Those involved
in the 2002 coup immediately dis-
banded the Supreme Court and the
legislature, and scrapped the Con-
stitution. Those who incite violence
and attempt similar unconstitutional
actions today must face the justice
system.

The American government sup-
ported the 2002 coup and recognised
the coup government despite its
anti-democratic behaviour. Today,
the Obama administration spends at
least $5 million annually to support
opposition movements in Venezuela.
A bill calling for an additional $15
million for these anti-government
organisations is now in Congress.
Congress is also deciding whether
to impose sanctions on Venezuela.
I hope that the American people,
knowing the truth, will decide that
Venezuela and its people do not
deserve such punishment, and will
call upon their representatives not to
enact sanctions.

Now is a time for dialogue and
diplomacy. Within Venezuela, we
have extended a hand to the oppo-
sition. And we have accepted the
Union of South American Nations’
recommendations to engage in medi-
ated talks with the opposition. My
government has also reached out to
President Obama, expressing our
desire to again exchange ambassa-
dors. We hope his administration will
respond in kind.

Venezuela needs peace and dia-
logue to move forward. We welcome
anyone who sincerely wants to help
us reach these goals. &

—m Region Briefs

On March 23, another large rally was held in Seoul against the
South Korean government’s privatisation program. Railway work-
ers and health workers were victimised by their employer due to
this privatisation. The rally also demanded the release of union
organiser Kim Jungwoo who was jailed in June 2013 after taking
part in protests in support of workers dismissed by Ssangyoung
Motor in June 2009. The protests were also in memory of
the 24 workers and family members who either killed them-
selves or died of stress-relate disorders during the campaign.

On March 23, the leftist National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP) strongly condemned the arrest of Benito
Tiamzon, head of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP),
and his wife Wilma Austria, a Central Committee member of the
CPP. The NDFP has been waging a people’s war for national
liberation and democracy against the government for over four
decades. Tiamzon and Austria were arrested when they were on
a mission to negotiate with the government under the protection
of the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees of
the Philippine government and the NDFP. The NDFP demanded
the immediate and unconditional release of Tiamzon and Austria.

From March 26 to 28, Chinese Premier Li Kegiang made a
three-day visit to Inner Mongolia and Liaoning Province. During
the trip he visited several families living in makeshift homes. He
stressed that the government would build new homes for peo-
ple living in such shelters, and more than 4.7 million homes
would be built this year. He said that the nation’s reform pro-
gram is based on a better economic model to improve people’s
living standards and social justice, using a wider source of fund-
ing and directing financial services to serve grassroots residents.

On April 1, according to president of Nokia India Workers’ Union
Thozhilalar Sangam, 4,000 Indian Nokia Sriperumbudur fac-
tory workers (mostly women) went on a one-day hunger strike
near the State Guest House in Chepauk, protesting against
job cuts and the impending closure of the factory. The govern-
ment had frozen the factory’s assets due to a tax dispute that
arose after Nokia sold its handset business to Microsoft last
September. As production had fallen in recent months, the
number of working shifts had been reduced to two, instead
of three. The factory employs nearly 8,000 workers direct-
ly and around 30,000 indirectly. “We are protesting, asking the
government to not grant permission for retrenchment of work-
ers or closure of the factory,” said A Soundararajan, state

general secretary of Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU).
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Of natural disasters

Floods, fires, cyclones and heat-
waves have made this summer a
difficult one for many Australians.
Yet again we’ve been reminded,
just how disruptive and devastat-
ing emergencies can be. Disasters
can happen in a moment, but their
effects can be felt for a lifetime.

As time passes and media atten-
tion shifts, those not directly affected
tend to forget, but for people impact-
ed by the disaster the process of
recovery has just begun.

People who have experienced a
disaster this summer may be contem-
plating significant changes to their
lives. Whether this includes rebuild-
ing, missing friends and loved ones
who have relocated or dealing with
the trauma of the experience, it can be
a daunting time. It’s so important that
people look after themselves emo-
tionally, and not be afraid to reach
out for help. If you are recovering,

seeking support from family, govern-
ment agencies or organisations like
Red Cross is a critical part of taking
care of yourself. For people con-
cerned about loved ones, checking in
to make sure they’re okay is a simple
step to show support. Red Cross has
developed recovery resources to help
with the psychological and practical
stages of recovery, which are avail-
able on our website.

Unfortunately, the threat of dis-
aster isn’t over yet. The Hazelwood
Mine Fire is still threatening the well-
being of Morwell residents. As we
continue to respond to the immedi-
ate threat, I encourage people to take
care in recovery and to take action to
prepare for the future disasters.

Andrew Coghlan

National Manager, Emergency
Services

Red Cross

Abbott in
the Dark Ages

We rightly look at the Middle
Ages as the Dark Ages especially
because religion tried to suppress
the fledging liberation of science.
To a certain degree one can make
sense of this period because nearly
everyone in the Western world
accepted that God had created the
planet and so science was this new
threatening phenomenon to all.

Letters / Culture & Life

Join Tom Costa & Comrades

70 years of struggle

Sunday April 27 at 2pm

636 New Canterbury Rd Hurlstone Park (enter from rear)

Historical photos and oral history film
Cypriot food and drinks

Donations on the day will be accepted by the Inner West Branch of the CPA towards ongoing struggle of the working
class and oppressed peoples in Australia and around the world.

However in the 21st century what
makes Abbott much more frightening
than the hierarchy of the Dark Ages is
that nearly 2,000 years of science has
made a mockery of the religious sto-
ries such as God made the planet only
6,000 years ago. Yet here is Abbott
the simpleton quoting Genesis, chap-
ter one that God created the planet to
take “dominion over”.

In other words somehow God
will give us another planet after we
knock down the forests of Tasmania,
which has the consequence of adding
to the heating up of the planet even

more, and which will eventually
leave this planet uninhabitable. Who
in their right mind in the 21st century
uses an ancient text written by a few
mystics whose only expertise is that
they made up good fictional stories as
an understanding on how to deal with
the environment? I am frightened.
Abbott cannot articulate an argu-
ment and walks around like he is
about to hit anyone who gets in his
way. The only reason he is in power
is that the great dictator of propa-
ganda Murdoch put him and his thug
mates into government. Their job
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description as ordered by Murdoch
is to fight against any attempt by
science to point out that consuming
capitalism’s excessive junk products
(the stuff Murdoch advertises in his
media) is the reason the planet is
heating up.

At some stage the working-class
will have to push aside the social
democracy people who limit our abil-
ity to stop this and rise up because the
future under the billionaire dictator-
ship of a few is frightening.

Howard Patterson
Vic

Cult

by
Rob Gow

Rednecks and
cultural heritage

Attacks by the Australian government on
working people and their rights are becom-
ing more aggressive and more crude with
each passing month. And not just on work-
ing people. The Abbott government set up
a display with which to crow about their
“success” at stopping legitimate refugees
from reaching Australia. Never mind that
we have an international legal obligation
to help refugees and that refugees arriving
here are not “illegal immigrants” or “queue
jumpers”. They are simply refugees. Victims
of war, famine or disaster. Usually war and
the economic dislocation that goes with it.

Abbott and Co, however, know that refu-
gees are largely defenceless and, once you have
assiduously spread a few rumours, can easily
be blamed for all manner of social ills that are
really the fault of capitalism itself. Unemploy-
ment? Refugees are taking your jobs! Cuts to
welfare? Refugees get benefits the moment
they arrive, plus a house to live in! Don’t treat
refugees as victims. Don’t even treat them as
human beings. Treat them instead as less than
human. Put them in concentration camps, and
leave them there to rot — or riot.

This is crudity of the type one associates
with redneck sheriffs in the deep South of the
USA. (You know, the types that attacked the
Civil Rights marchers with batons, fire-hoses
and savage dogs.) But of course, what is the
government of Tony Abbott in Australia but
a gang of bible-bashing rednecks? They hold
science in contempt but believe implicitly in

the Bible. They are in awe of “people of rank”,
people with inherited, not earned, titles. They
can’t wait to dip their knee to someone who
married a Royal.

However, we must not think that Abbott is
special or unique. He is not. He merely typifies
the reactionary politicians who hold govern-
ment in a number of countries around the world
today. In many of those countries, paradoxi-
cally, they hold government because people
became fed up with the ineptitude and abject
failure of social democrats to do anything prac-
tical to help the people cope with the privations
imposed by the instruments of capitalism — the
banks and other financial institutions that are
the mainstay of the corporate world.

When the supposed “Left” failed, people
turned back to the other side in search of an
answer to their problems. What they got was
rhetoric, promises and high-sounding phrases.
But in terms of policies, more of the same.

We know that the answer to the recurring
crises of the capitalist system is to change the
system, but that is a big step and unfortunately
not enough people are ready for that yet. A lot
more people need to get on board the move-
ment for change before it will be viable. But it
will come. Life itself will point more and more
people towards the need for taking action to
change the system.

And the capitalists know this, which is why
they are so busy making a many-pronged attack
on working people’s democratic rights now, in
preparation for the battles to come. In Victoria,

the right to protest, once upheld by the High
Court, has now been legislated into oblivion.
Unions, the instruments of workers’ mass
struggle, are under severe attack everywhere,
being singled out for destruction if they don’t
knuckle under and toe the (bosses’) line. And
everywhere, of course, the instruments of the
capitalist state and the giant corporations are
busy vacuuming up vast amounts of mega-data
gained from mobile phones and social media,
data about our lives, our likes and dislikes, our
associations and relationships, data to be used
to make us “better” consumers on the one hand
and to make it harder for us to fight back on
the other.

While on the subject of social media, did
you see where British tabloid The Mail On
Sunday revealed that the PR team for Britain’s
PM David Cameron paid out thousands from
the Tory Party’s funds to encourage people to
become his Facebook friends? The exercise
cost the Tories about £7,500, and did increase
the number of “likes” on Cameron’s Facebook
page, but how much reliance can be put on
friends you have to pay, eh?

Shifting the focus, nice to see a photo of
progressive artist Jane Bennett on the front page
of The Sydney Morning Herald on March 31.
Jane was photographed standing in the roadway
at the Rocks, painting a view of the 87-metre-
tall disused Harbour Control Tower at Millers
Point. Jane has made her forte the recording
on canvass of the signs of Sydney’s rapidly
disappearing industrial past. As the country’s

Jane Bennett Early morning, Jones Bay Wharf - oil on canvas (cropped).

de-industrialisation gathers pace, with indus-
tries (and jobs) disappearing abroad, the relics
of our industrial past are also disappearing post
haste. In fact, Jane is hard pressed to keep up
with them.

Her exquisite paintings of now-vanished
railway workshops, wharves and other indus-
trial sites are poignant reminders of the care-
less destruction of jobs that is the price of
“progress” under the unplanned chaos that is
capitalism.

The Harbour Control Tower was bought
by the Barangaroo Delivery Authority from
Sydney Ports for $2.6 million. They now plan
to demolish it because it is cheaper than con-
verting it to some alternative use. Jane Bennett
wondered, in the accompanying Herald article
“why the structure, with its magnificent, 360-
degree views, could not be turned into a res-
taurant or museum.* It would certainly make
a spectacular site for a museum dedicated to
Sydney’s past as a maritime port. It would give
a whole new meaning to the concept of “visit-
ing the museum”.

However, to a government that expects
culture to pay for itself like “every other busi-
ness”, the future for museums and art galleries
is likely to be bleak, and to become depend-
ent on the goodwill and PR value of wealthy
private donors, rich people using some of the
money they should be giving back to those they
exploited, to ease their consciences and ensure
themselves a decent obituary in the classier
bourgeois papers. &
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he Australian author, Peter

Temple, writes “hardboiled”
thrillers in the style made famous by
Raymond Chandler. His hero is not a
private eye but a part-time lawyer and
race-course tout named Jack Irish.
For all intents and purposes, how-
ever, he might as well be a private
eye. He investigates crimes, blunder-
ing through the underworld in search
of people who would rather remain
hidden and seeking to right wrongs.
If he can make a bit of money on the
side he’ll be in that too.

In Jack Irish: Dead Point
(ABC1 Sunday April 13 at 8:30pm)
our hero (played convincingly by
Guy Pearce) is hired by a high pro-
file judge, Justice Loder (Barry
Humphries in a role that is a thou-
sand miles away from Dame Edna
Everage), who commissions him to
locate a mysterious red book. The
book is being used as blackmail to
stop a major corruption enquiry from
revealing its findings.

There is a subsidiary plot involv-
ing Jack’s friend and sometime
employer, bookie Harry Strang (Roy
Billing) and his betting agent, Cyn-
thia (Deborah Mailman). When Cyn-
thia is viciously bashed and robbed
of the proceeds of a major betting
coup, Jack and his mate Cam (Aaron
Pedersen) must hunt down the per-
petrators and teach them some racing
“etiquette”

Meanwhile Jack is trying to find

the connection between the judge and
a missing carload of cocaine. It all
ends in something of a bloodbath,
but at least it ties up the loose ends
neatly. As thick-eared thrillers go,
this is not bad at all. And for once,
the actions of the various protago-
nists don’t appear to have wandered
in from some other country’s televi-
sion programs.

Over on SBS we have another

pop-science documentary
that investigates whether there is
anything to palmistry. Can the lines
on our palms predict our health or our
future?

The answer, sensibly, is no. But,
surprisingly, they can sometimes tell
the trained observer what the state
of your health is. Secrets Of The
Hand (SBSONE Sunday April 13
at 8.30pm) is another instalment in
the series Tales Of The Unexpected.

This series tends to pander to the
desires of those people who want the
world to be more mysterious than
it really is. For them science is not
exciting enough. It must be leavened
with the occult.

here is general recogni-

tion today that the sale and
consumption of illicit drugs is very
big business indeed, business that
brings huge amounts of money into
the coffers of organised crime and
also into the pockets of “legitimate”
businesses that use that great pool of
black money for all sorts of purposes
including funding takeovers of rival
businesses.

Until we break the nexus between
drug use and profits, the trade will
continue. The answer is obvious:
drug use must be treated as a health
problem not a crime problem. If drug
users could obtain the drug they
needed cheaply or even for free from
a clinic, no questions asked, the trade
in drugs would dry up overnight.

Drug pushers would have no
motivation to continue pushing.
However, the “war on drugs” is too
important a social tool for the Right
Wing to lightly give it up. Drugs they
don’t really care about, but social
control they do. If America’s black

Worth Watching

(ABC1 Sunday April 13 at 8:30pm)

youth weren’t being criminalised
and imprisoned they’d be out on the
streets rioting against injustice, lack
of jobs and housing, etc, etc.

The three part BBC series How
Drugs Work (ABC2 Wednesdays
from April 16 at 9.30) takes a look
at the darker side of three of the most
commonly used recreational drugs;
cannabis, ecstasy and cocaine.

In this opening episode, the pro-
gram reveals how cannabis takes over
the inner workings of the brain, creat-
ing mind-warping and heart-racing
effects. How Drugs Work confronts
the myths and controversies that sur-
round cannabis, reveals whether it is
addictive, if it destroys our memo-
ries and whether it can even lead to
psychosis.

ast-food eateries in England

were once wont to sport a
notice outside proclaiming: “Frying
Tonight!” for they were almost
always fish and chip shops. Not any
more. The increasingly competi-
tive fast food market in England is
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exemplified by the fried chicken
shop. Using a single shop in south
London, the four-part documentary
series The Fried Chicken Shop
(ABC2 Wednesdays from April
16 at 8.30pm) offers a unique and
intriguing insight into contemporary
London life.

A “mini-rig” of fixed cameras
provides unprecedented access to the
flagship store for the fried chicken
franchise Roosters Spot on south
London’s party-strip, Clapham High
Street. Flooded with regulars in the
week and revellers on the weekend,
and open until 6am on the weekends,
its minimum-wage staff serve up to
a thousand customers a night. The
filmmakers, under director Yonni
Usisikin, seem to see the shop as a
microcosm of Britain today. They
may be right.

hen the movie Jaws came
out and was such a suc-
cess, several rip-off imitators rapidly
appeared featuring encounters with
other animals with big teeth or claws.

Justice Loder (Barry Humphries) and Jack Irish (Guy Pearce) — Jack Irish: Dead Point
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It may be unkind to describe Black
Water (ABC2 Saturday April 19 at
9:30pm) as yet another Jaws imita-
tion, but that is undoubtedly what it
is.

Three tourists join a local guide
for a fishing trip in a “tinney” in
the mangrove swamps of Northern
Australia. They are attacked by a
salt-water crocodile and only one sur-
vives to paddle out. It is claimed that
the story is true, though no evidence
to support that claim is provided in
the closing credits where one would
expect it. But whether true or not, it
has to be admitted that the film does
its job of mixing tension and shock
effects very well indeed. It truly is a
mini Jaws.

The film is also notable for
the fact that the two main protago-
nists who have to do the dramatic
survival stuff that is usually the
domain of the boys, are both women
(played by Diana Glenn and Maeve
Dermody). @

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
UWhite a letter to the Edctor

Sydney

April 10

April 17

NO MEETING: EASTER
Public holiday;

April 24
NO MEETING: ANZAC DAY
Public holiday ;

May 1

IN THE PUB

WHAT'S IN STORE FOR THE WORKPLACE UNDER
ABBOTT AND WHAT CAN BE DONE TO FIGHT BACK?
Sally McManus, Secretary Austalian Services Union( NSW & ACT);
Tim Ayres, State Secretary, AMWU;

NO MEETING: VENUE UNAVAILABLE
Sydney Comedy Festival, at Harold Park Hotel;

Every Thursday 6:30pm ’til 8:15pm
Harold Park Hotel

Cnr Wigram Rd & Ross St Glebe

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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Canadians fight
voter suppression

Tim Pelzer

VANCOUVER: Opposition continues to
grow against efforts by the right-wing Con-
servative government of Stephen Harper
to impose voter suppression legislation in
Canada.

In “An Open Letter to Prime Minister
Stephen Harper and the Parliament of Canada”,
150 political scientists across Canada are call-
ing on the Conservatives to reconsider key
parts of Bill C-23. They claim that ending the
practice of allowing one person to vouch for
another person (used by 120,000 people in the
2011 elections) who does not have ID will only
discourage voting and this change was never
warranted because there is no evidence that
people are misusing vouching to fraudulently
vote. “By eliminating vouching, the Fair Elec-
tions Act would disenfranchise many of these
citizens.”

It criticises the creation of the new Elec-
tions Commissioner in charge of investigating
electoral fraud who will have no power to call
witnesses or require parties to keep receipts or
documents about spending, “which makes it
impossible to ensure compliance with spend-
ing limits.”

The letter charges that Bill C-23, which
increases campaign donations from $1,200
to $1,500, allows fundraising as an election
expense and permits candidates to donate
$5,000 to their own campaigns, will only ben-
efit large parties with big donor’s lists and
increase the role of big money in influencing
electoral results. “Allowing money to influ-
ence electoral outcomes stands at stark odds
with principles of political equality and demo-
cratic fairness. In contrast to our neighbour to
the south, Canada has consistently recognised
that allowing money into the political arena
prevents those without financial backing from
being heard and discourages participation when
citizens perceive that the playing field of poli-
tics tilts toward wealth.”

The letter criticised the legislation for
barring Elections Canada [the independent,
non-partisan agency responsible for conduct-
ing federal elections and referendums] from
directly communicating with Canadians about
electoral fraud or to promote voter participa-
tion. “Bizarrely, the Bill forbids Elections
Canada from promoting democratic partici-
pation and voting through ‘get out the vote’
campaigns. Elections Canada would even be
prevented from publishing its research reports
on the electoral process. This gag on Elections
Canada would make Canada an outlier among
liberal democracies, instead of the global leader
it now is.”

More objections to Bill C-23
The political scientists object to Bill C-23

allowing political parties that came first in

the last election to appoint poll supervisors to

.

sSaveyourvxie

From the SaveYourVote.ca web site.

oversee elections in each polling station, rather
than a neutral person selected by Elections
Canada. “Electoral irregularities are often the
result of partisan calculations by people work-
ing in polling stations.”

The Conservatives said recently they will
amend Bill C-23 to allow the Chief Elections
Officer to speak his mind on election matters.
However, they will not withdraw other pro-
posed changes. The legislation in its current
form muzzles the Chief Elections Officer. The
Conservatives claim that Bill C-23, which they
have dubbed “the Fair Elections Act”, is intend-
ed to fight electoral fraud.

Leadnow [An independent advocacy
organisation that brings generations of Cana-
dians together to achieve progress through
democracy.] recently delivered 53,000 signa-
tures collected online to Parliament calling on
the Harper government to drop the legislation
and has run radio ads. The group staged cross
country demonstrations in front of the offices of
Conservative Members of Parliament in ridings
across Canada on March 25 “to stop the Con-
servative’s new election law from making US
style voter suppression a part of Canadian law.”

The centre left New Democratic Party
(NDP), the official opposition in Canada’s Par-
liament, has launched a website “SaveYourVote.ca™
to collect signatures online against the legisla-
tion and its MPs in Ottawa continue to filibuster
the legislation to slow down passage. “Hundred
of thousands of voters will be prevented from
exercising their right to vote if Bill C-23 is
adopted,” stated leader Tom Mulcair. “There is
a groundswell of opposition to this bill and we
believe Canadians should be allowed to express
themselves — and as elected officials, it is our
duty to make sure they are heard.”

“The Conservative refusal to hear from
Canadians is a slap in the face. Stephen Harper

Guardian

is trying to skew the rules unilaterally to benefit
his own party, a dangerous and unprecedented
move in our democracy,” said NDP Deputy
leader David Christopherson. NDP MPs intend
to fan out across Canada and hold their own
public hearings on Bill C-23.

Critics are alarmed with the haste in which
the Harper Conservatives are pushing through
the 242-page bill. After introducing it to Parlia-
ment, the Conservatives — who control 54 per-
cent of seats — moved a motion to limit debate.
The Conservatives then refused opposition
requests to hold public hearings on the bill,
saying it would create a circus-like atmosphere.

Critics believe that the Harper Conserva-
tive government is retaliating against Elections
Canada for past conflicts.

Not the first accusation

This is not the first time the Harper Con-
servatives have been accused of rigging elec-
tions. In 2012, evidence emerged suggesting
that the Conservative Party committed wide-
spread election fraud to win the 2011 elec-
tions. Tens of thousands of automated phone
calls were sent to non-conservative voters
across Canada directing them to non-existent
polling stations and altering voting results to
favour Conservative party candidates. Elections
Canada traced 7,000 of those phone calls to
the telecommunications company Racknine in
Alberta that does contract work for the Con-
servative Party.

Critics said the voter suppression scheme
could not have been carried out without callers
having access to the Conservative Party data-
base on voters’ intentions. The Conservatives
are widely acknowledged to have the largest
and most developed database on voters in
Canada, identifying not only its own voters,
but those of rival parties. Bill C-23 comes

“The Conservative refusal to hear from Canadians is a
slap in the face. Stephen Harper is trying to skew the
rules unilaterally to benefit his own party, a dangerous
and vnprecedented move in our democracy.”

as Elections Canada is moving to conclude
its investigation of the electoral fraud in the
2011 elections, dubbed “the robo call scandal”,
which could implicate the Conservative Party.

John Fryer, an adjunct professor of the
School of Public Administration at the Univer-
sity of Victoria, and a winner of the Order of
Canada, claimed that he attended a Conserva-
tive campaign school in 2010 where it was
taught that misleading phone calls to suppress
voting were acceptable. Fryer said in January
2010 he received an e-mail invite from the
Manning Centre for Democracy to attend a
campaign school: “Intrigued, I signed up for
the three-day event. Topics covered included
voter identification. Discussion ensued about
suppression techniques. Instructors explained
voter suppression tactics were borrowed from
those used by the US Republican Party,” wrote
Fryer in a letter published by the Vancouver
Sun and Globe and Mail newspapers in 2011.

“Many kinds of suppression calls were can-
vassed. Another instructor gave detailed expla-
nations of how robo-calls worked, techniques
for recording messages plus costs involved.
He distributed his business card upon request.
Instructors made clear that robo-calling and
voter suppression were perfectly acceptable and
a normal part of winning political campaigns.

“The denials now expressed by the Prime
Minister and his Parliamentary associates thus
ring hollow if not something worse. Having
attended this Campaign School it’s obvious that
for Conservatives voter suppression strategies
are standard in their playbook on how to con-
duct elections.

“Having thus lowered their standard of
election ethics to that of their Republican cous-
ins it is hardly surprising that the result is a so-
called majority government that was voted for
by 39 percent of the 61 percent who managed
to get to their proper polling station. A majority
government supported by a mere 26 percent of
Canadians,” wrote Fryer.

Fryer claimed in an interview that in a
question and answer session at the campaign
school, attendees discussed voter suppression
tactics. They talked about posing as a member
of another party, and about making rude calls
at inconvenient times as a strategy to get the
supporter of another party to not go out and
vote for their candidate.

People’s World &

1 Guardian

Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

Website: www.cpa.org.au/guardian

Communist Party of Ausiralia

Central Committee:

General Secretary: Bob Briton
Party President: Vinnie Molina

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
P: 02 9699 8844 F: 02 9699 9833

Website: www.cpa.org.au
Email: cpa@cpa.org.au

Sydney District Committee:
Wayne Sonter

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
P: 02 9699 8844 F: 02 9699 9833

Andrew Irving

Newcastle Branch:
newcastle@cpa.org.au

Riverina Branch:
Allan Hamilton
2/57 Cooper St Cootamundra 2590

Bob Briton,

Melbourne Branch:

viccpa@netspace.net.au

Box 3 Room 0 Trades Hall

Lygon St Carlton Sth 3053

P: 03 9639 1550 F: 03 9639 4199

SA State Committee:

PO Box 612, Port Adelaide BC,
SA 5015 Ph: 0418 894 366
www.adelaidecommunists.org
Email: sa@cpa.org.au

West Australian Branch:
Vinnie Molina perth@cpa.org.au
PO Box 98 North Perth WA 6906
P: 0419 812 872

Brisbane Branch:

PO Box 33, Camp Hill, Qld 4152
P: 0449 202 189
cpabris@live.com.au

Tasmania Branch:
Bob Briton tas@cpa.org.au
P: 0418 894 366



