
Vale Mandela

Bob Briton

Australians got a foretaste last week of how 
the national security state being completed 
by the Abbott government plans to operate. 
ASIO raided citizens who were threaten-
ing to lift the lid on the spying conducted 
against Timor-Leste (East Timor) during 
sea boundary negotiations in 2004. Those 
negotiations were crucial in determining 
which country would get the biggest chunk 
of revenues from the oil and gas reserves 
under the Greater Sunrise gas fi eld off the 
coast of Timor-Leste. It seems the then 
Howard government was leaving nothing 
to chance in securing the lion’s share. It 
authorised the Australian Security Intel-
ligence Service (ASIS) to bug the offi ces of 
the Timor Leste Prime Minister Minister 
Mari Alkatiri and his cabinet.

Last week, ASIO swooped on the offi ce 
of Canberra-based lawyer (and former ACT 
Attorney-General) Bernard Collaery who is 
assisting the Timor-Leste government contest 
the Greater Sunrise deal at arbitration proceed-
ings in The Hague. Documents and computer 
fi les were removed in the operation. Offi cers 
refused to show any search warrant. ASIO also 
raided the home of the former ASIS offi cer in 
charge of technical operations during the 2004 
bugging. The whistle-blower was detained and 
interrogated and his passport was seized. He 
was to be a star witness for Timor-Leste’s legal 
team as proceedings got underway last week.

Mr Collaery summed up the intention of the 
raids very neatly. “These tactics are designed to 
intimidate the witness and others from coming 
forward. It’s designed to cover up an illegal 
operation in 2004 by ASIS,” he said.

Father Frank Brennan, who has written 
extensively on the Greater Sunrise issue, drew 
fi re from the establishment with a piece in The 
Age agreeing with Mr Collaery and insisting 
that the Australian government must comply 
with the requirements of the Vienna Conven-
tion on the Law of Treaties. That Convention 
sets out the obligation for parties to negotiate 
in good faith and with free consent.

Abbott government heavyweights have 
been as tight-lipped as possible since the raids. 
Attorney General George Brandis said in Par-
liament that he had not been aware of what 
material was being sought with the ASIO raids 
but was convinced the request for documents 
had “conformed to statutory tests”.

Figures representing Timor-Leste were 
clearly outraged. Abel Guterres, the country’s 
ambassador to Australia, said the arbitrators in 
The Hague “will draw their own conclusion” 
about the enforced absence of the ASIS whistle-
blower. Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão said 
the “aggressive action against a key witness 
is unconscionable and unacceptable conduct.” 
The latest developments provide extra context 
to heated comments from the Timor-Leste PM 
after former NSA contractor Edward Snow-
den blew the secrecy surrounding Australia’s 
phone tapping of the Indonesian President and 
his wife.

Alexander Downer, Howard’s Foreign 
Minister at the time, brushed the latest reports 
aside saying the whole issue is “old news”. 
Downer was quoted once as saying to the then 
Timor-Leste Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri that 
he would give him a “lesson in politics” during 
the tense negotiations over the impoverished 
nation’s oil and gas resources. Mr Alkatiri was 
a strong economic nationalist. His administra-
tion was subsequently destabilised and he was 
forced to resign as Prime Minister.

Mr Downer went on to work as a consultant 
for Woodside Petroleum, the company given 
rights to develop the Timor Gap reserves in 
question. The Minister for Energy and Resourc-
es in the Gillard Government, Gary Gray, was 
also an adviser to Woodside. Gillard showed no 
interest in reviewing the deal that most see as 
unjust on Timor-Leste and which drew so much 
protest internationally.

Spooks in the news
Meanwhile, it has emerged Brandis 

attempted to defuse public concern at rev-
elations that Australia offered to share a huge 
cache of data on Australian citizens with other 
members of the “Five Eyes” international 

spy network. Documents released by Edward 
Snowden claim the offer was made at a meeting 
of security chiefs from the US, the UK, Canada, 
New Zealand and Australia in London in 2008. 
Mass “metadata” was offered to the foreign 
spooking services though it seems Canada’s 
sensitivity to collecting information on indi-
viduals’ religion, health and legal status might 
have hosed down the Australians’ enthusiasm.

Metadata is general information about 
communications rather than the contents them-
selves. The when, from and to whom details 
are still very valuable pieces of information 

for spy agencies. Australia’s Defence Signals 
Directorate (DSD – now called the Australian 
Signals Directorate) “can share bulk unselect-
ed, un-minimised metadata as long as there is 
no intention to target an Australian national”, 
according to records of the GCHQ conference. 
“Unintentional collection is not considered a 
signifi cant issue.” Australia’s super cooperative 
attitude was well and truly noted.

Spying, bluster and behind-the-scenes 
intimidation – that’s the Abbott agenda for 
completing the national security state. It must 
be defeated before it goes any further. 
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PRESS FUND
What a year! Australia had three prime ministers 
within three months, the disability insurance scheme 
was introduced, newly arrived asylum seekers were 
banned from our shores, the Abbot government 
launched its “direct action” fossil fuel industry 
assistance program, and Australia’s relations with 
Indonesia and East Timor went seriously sour after 
whistle-blower Edward Snowden revealed we had 
bugged their leaders’ phones. The US hovered for three 
weeks on the edge of a financial abyss, Nelson Mandela 
died, the people of Greece and other European nations 
continued to struggle against cuts to social services 
and wages, and US-sponsored wars continued in Syria, 
Afghanistan and many other nations.

On a rather smaller scale, the Guardian team is also 
engaged in some tremendous struggles. One concerns 
the Press Fund, which helps fund our operations. 
This year, alas, we haven’t even managed to raise 50 
percent of our annual target. However, we still have a 
couple of weeks to go, so please send us a Press Fund 
contribution to end this very eventful and demanding 
year on a high note. Many thanks to everyone who 
contributed during 2013, including this week’s 
supporters, as follows:
Mark Mannion $5, K M $15, “Round Figure” $18, NS 
$12, NH $31
This week’s total: $80 Progressive total: $6,981

Whence the “Spirit of Australia”
Last week Qantas forecast a loss of around $300 million for the 

fi rst six months of 2013-14 and that it would be sacking 1,000 more 
employees. The call went out for government support to defend its 
status with the ratings agencies. At the same time pressure mounted 
on the government to remove existing restrictions on foreign owner-
ship. Standard and Poor’s did not wait. It downgraded Qantas to a 
junk rating, meaning Qantas will pay higher interest rates on new 
loans and may fi nd it more diffi cult to borrow. And Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott’s response was, “Qantas has to get its house in order. It 
is a private company and it is incumbent on all private companies 
to run themselves effectively and profi tably.” Or else let it crash?

Education Minister Christopher Pyne ran with the deregula-
tion agenda: “Well Qantas has a unique problem which most other 
private companies don’t have in Australia and that is it is restricted 
by legislation in terms of its foreign investment, who can invest 
in Qantas. Now Virgin doesn’t have that restriction which means 
that Qantas is hide-bound really so we have to think whether the 
taxpayer directly supports Qantas, or whether we remove those 
restrictions and allow it to get foreign investment which also means 
that it might not necessarily be entirely Australian owned. So it is 
a problem, and we have to sort through it which we will.”

One can only speculate whether the current “crisis” is being 
manufactured to put pressure on the government and public to 
accept a foreign takeover of the airline. Qantas, although privatised, 
still to some extent fulfi ls the role of a national carrier. It responds 
to calls from the government during emergencies, such as bringing 
home Australians in emergency situations. “Well there’s a whole 
host of reasons why Australia needs to have a national carrier, but 
it is a global world and at the moment Qantas can’t compete as 
easily as it should because it is got this half, 50 percent restriction 
on its ownership,” Pyne added.

In the lead up to its privatisation, the Hawke-Keating Labor 
government began the process of deregulating the airline industry 
in the early 1990s. TAA was incorporated as part of Qantas. Prior 
to privatisation Qantas had one of the most impressive safety and 
reliability records in the world. Once privatised, its prime purpose 
became the maximisation of profi ts for its shareholders through 
cost-cutting and global expansion. In 2004, it set up its “low cost” 
airline, Jetstar, which now has a domestic arm and fi ve international 
offshoots, mostly in the Asia-Pacifi c region.

Qantas launched an all-out war on its unionised workforce. It 
tried all the dirty capitalist tricks in the world to cut costs and boost 
profi ts: “independent” subsidiaries, individual employment contracts, 
labour hire fi rms, offshore maintenance and deunionisation. Some 
fl ight attendants were doing 20-hour shifts. Much of its maintenance 
work was sent offshore. (See Guardian, “Qantas: slippery slope of 
privatisation” #1512, 03-08-2011) 

CEO Alan Joyce with his obsession with holding 65 percent 
of the domestic market seems blind to alternatives that might be 
more profi table. Qantas is expanding in a highly competitive market 
experiencing surplus capacity. The rise in safety incidents, the near 
misses, the big question marks about safety and underqualifi ed staff 
in offshore maintenance facilities have eroded public confi dence 
and respect for an airline which no longer treats Australia as home.

Far from being “The Spirit of Australia”, Qantas now epito-
mises global capital whose interests are profi t maximisation, not 
those of a national carrier serving the needs and interests of the 
Australian people. A government guarantee of its lo ans will not 
solve the problems facing Qantas. Nor will a government purchase 
of 10 percent of Qantas’ equity or opening the company up to more 
than 49 percent foreign ownership. As for the proposal to sell off 
part of its fl eet and rent it back, this is a recipe for future disaster.

The real issues are deregulation and privatisation, not foreign 
ownership or government intervention. Australia has opened its skies 
wider than most other countries to foreign operators. In practice, 
we have all but lost our national carrier. The future for Qantas and 
the people of Australia lies in the nationalisation of the airline and 
a tightening of regulations, including re-regulation of wages and 
working conditions of airline employees and airline safety. Its loyal 
workforce deserve job security and decent wages and working condi-
tions: this can only be guaranteed by pubic ownership and control.

The Communist Party of Austra-
lia expresses its profound sadness 
at the passing of Comrade Nelson 
Mandela. This marks the end 
of the life of one of the greatest 
revolutionaries of the 20th cen-
tury, who fought for freedom and 
against all forms of oppression in 
both South Africa and globally. 
His legacy will never die.

Our deepest condolences are 
extended to his family, the African 
National Congress and its coalition 
partners COSATU and the South 
African Communist Party and to the 
South African people.

We share the grief of the mil-
lions of workers, poor and oppressed, 
Communists, democrats, socialists 
and others around the world who 
loved and admired him.

As the SACP says: “As part of 
the masses that make history, Com-
rade Mandela’s contribution in the 
struggle for freedom was located and 
steeled in the collective membership 
and leadership of our revolution-
ary national liberation movement as 
led by the ANC – for he was not an 

island. In Comrade Mandela we had 
a brave and courageous soldier, patri-
ot and internationalist who, to borrow 
from Che Guevara, was a true revo-
lutionary guided by great feelings of 
love for his people, an outstanding 
feature of all genuine people’s revo-
lutionaries.”

With others, we not only mourn 
Comrade Mandela’s death but also 
celebrate his life. We remember the 
inspiration of the Freedom Charter, 
the treason and Rivonia trials, the 
Free Mandela campaign and the 
outpouring of joy and hope when he 
was released from jail and elected as 
South Africa’s fi rst democratically 
elected president.

We celebrate the wisdom, integ-
rity, dignity and humanity of the man 
known to all as Madiba, the man 
who we now know was, for a time, a 
member of the South African Com-
munist Party’s Central Committee, 
the man who showed such endurance 
and courage during years of incar-
ceration, the man who led the coun-
try and ANC in the establishment of 
a new South Africa based on peace, 

reconciliation, democracy and built 
with the involvement of the mass of 
the people. We recall the major role 
he played in achieving the peaceful 
transition to the path of the National 
Democratic Revolution and the tire-
less way he worked to build a country 
free of racism, sexism and all forms 
of discrimination.

We also recognise and celebrate 
the anti-apartheid movement in Aus-
tralia, which drew together workers, 
trade unionists, Communists, social 
democrats, people of faith and others 
into a mighty united force in support 
of the liberation struggle of the South 
African people.

To honour the legacy of this 
inspiring leader, we rededicate our-
selves to the worldwide anti-imperi-
alist struggle for real change, to the 
fi ght for peace, not imperialist war, 
for an independent Australia, not 
one subservient to an imperialist US, 
for sovereignty for the Indigenous 
people, for workers and trade union 
rights, against racism and all forms of 
inequality. 

Season’s greetings to 
Guardian readers
On behalf of the Communist Party 
of Australia, we would like to pass 
on to all our readers best wishes 
for the holiday season and a happy 
new year in 2014. 

This year has been a very chal-
lenging one for Australians com-
mitted to peace and social justice. 
Internationally, we have seen US 
imperialism step up its aggression 
across the globe, with the ongo-
ing occupation of Afghanistan, 
the proxy war against Syria, its 
military “Pivot” to the Asia Pacifi c 
and Indian Ocean regions, and the 
failure of the industrialised nations 
to accept their responsibility and 
make the necessary commitments 
to address climate change. At home 

there has been the election of the 
Abbott government and the promise 
of the more rapid application of the 
neo-liberal agenda. The extent of 
these plans is becoming clearer with 
every passing day. Refugees and 
other vulnerable people have been 
the fi rst to feel the effects of the 
worsening political environment in 
the country.

The year 2014 is shaping up as 
a turning point for the resistance to 
the attempts to push the cost of the 
global capitalist economic crisis 
onto workers and other exploited 
people. Unity of those affected will 
be key to defeating the attacks. 
The Communist Party of Australia 
will be working hard to achieve the 

goals set at its 12th National Con-
gress held in October. We are confi -
dent that we will achieve them and 
that we can make a major contribu-
tion to the united fi ght back that is 
building.

We would like to thank our 
readers for their support during the 
year and wish you good health, 
peace and success in your struggles 
in 2014. 

Active and united for a Socialist 
Australia.

Bob Briton
General Secretary 

Vinnie Molina
National President

Nelson Mandela
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Rudi Maxwell

Federal Attorney-General George 
Brandis is proposing to change 
section 18C of the Racial Discrim-
ination Act (RDA), which makes 
it unlawful to behave in a manner 
that is likely to offend, insult, 
humiliate or intimidate another 
person on the basis of their race.

It was under that section of the 
RDA that nine fair-skinned Abo-
riginal people, led by activist Pat 
Eatock, successfully brought court 
action against Herald Sun column-
ist Andrew Bolt. “The government 
wants to ensure that laws which are 
designed to prohibit racial vilifi ca-
tion are not used as a vehicle to attack 
legitimate freedoms of speech,” Sen-
ator Brandis told the Koori Mail in a 
statement.

“The two values – protecting 
people against racial vilifi cation and 
defending freedoms of speech – are 
not inconsistent.” Ms Eatock, who 
was one of the people attacked by Mr 
Bolt in his column for being a “pro-
fessional Aborigine” after a lifetime 

of fi ghting for rights and equality, 
said she was dismayed the govern-
ment was planning to water down 
protection against racial vilifi cation. 

“The whole issue about Bolt was 
not about freedom of speech, it was 
about professionalism, journalism 
and ethics,” she said. “It was simply a 
matter of Mr Bolt telling lies, blatant 
invention to suit his own personal 
view of the world that he could not 
verify any other way, so he claimed 
freedom of speech – it’s utter gar-
bage.”

Senator Brandis did not respond 
to questions from the Koori Mail 
asking if he had sought input from 
the Race Discrimination Commis-
sioner or the National Congress of 
Australia’s First Peoples.

However, Senator Brandis told 
Sky News he believed Section 18C 
“puts the balance too far against 
freedoms of expression” and said it 
was “ridiculous” that Mr Bolt had 
lost the court case about his columns.

But Ms Eatock countered that 
the law gave people protection if 
they could not afford to mount a 

defamation suit, because lawyers 
were able to take RDA cases on a 
contingency basis, where they were 
paid only if they won.

“He told the most revolting 
lies about my life and experience, 
and about all of the 17 people he 
attacked in his articles, including 
Mick Dodson, the Australian of the 
Year, a very well-known Aboriginal 
person,” she said. 

“At that time, Mr Bolt was sup-
posed to have seven million readers 

every week, widely published, so I 
was very much David to his Goliath, 
totally without power.

“The whole point is the existing 
laws protect people from this type of 
attack. 

“In order to start a defama-
tion action you have to have about 
$30,000 spare cash to put down to 
start the case. People like myself 
don’t have the money to be able to do 
that, no power to take him to court, 
but by fi ling a case under the RDA 
we had some protection.

“The other aspect of defamation 
is that it doesn’t care if someone’s 
words are accurate or invented, it 
only looks at whether it could cause 
you to lose income, or refl ect on your 
potential to earn a living.

“As an aged pensioner, I have no 
potential to lose income, so no way 
to win a defamation action.”

National Congress of Australia’s 

First Peoples co-chairs Les Malezer 
and Kirstie Parker said the RDA 
should not be seen as a piece of leg-
islation to be amended at whim.

“Congress is concerned such 
changes to the anti-racism laws will 
engender upheaval and divisive com-
mentaries within the Parliament and 
civil society, and provoke interna-
tional concern regarding the com-
mitment by Australia to human rights 
standards,” they said in a statement.

“This country must not justify 
racial vilifi cation as a freedom.

“Racial intolerance and the 
spread of racial derisions ultimately 
form a basis for acts of racism. Racist 
sentiments cannot be separated from 
or dissociated from racist behaviours.

“Racial profi ling and dog-whis-
tling commentaries threaten the 
humanity and dignity of the First 
Peoples of Australia.”
Koori Mail 

Dismay at 
RDA move

Australia

Pete’s Corner

Activist Pat Eatock.
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60-strong protest 
at Pilliga gas fi eld
Sixty farmers and community 
members from across NSW and 
Queensland have travelled to the 
Santos gas drilling operations in 
the Pilliga forest southwest of 
Narrabri to support two grand-
mothers who have taken part in 
the protest to protect groundwa-
ter.

The two grandmothers, Anne 
and Sharyn, joined the 60-strong 
protest to stop Santos’ gas drilling 
operations. Other farmers and con-
cerned community members who 
live just east of the forest took part, 
calling for the protection of water 
resources and for Santos to leave 
the region.

Grandmother Anne Kennedy of 
Coonamble said, “I am working to 
protect our water resources for the 
future of my grandchildren.

“The Pilliga is such an impor-
tant region for recharging the Great 
Artesian Basin. I know I have the 
support of my family and commu-
nity in trying to stop this danger-
ous coal seam gas industrialisation 
of the Pilliga and the North West. 
Drilling should be stopped in this 
important water catchment until at 
least the time when the Chief Scien-
tist has completed her investigations 
into the risks of CSG.”

Sharyn Munro said, “Grand-
mothers like us are being forced 
to take action due to the threat of 
coal and gas fi eld industrialisation 
across Australia. So many areas of 
our beautiful country will be unlive-
able if we do not defend and protect 
them.”

Farmer Megan Kuhn said, 
“People from across the North West 
and across NSW have overwhelm-
ingly rejected any plan or proposal 
to mine, drill or frack for coal seam 
gas in their area or on our best 
farmlands. Our communities stand 
united and motivated to protect 
our sustainable land-use and water 
resources from invasive industrial 
gas fi elds for current and future gen-
erations. We will won’t be ignored 
or dismissed.”

Local farmer and Rural Fire 
Service volunteer Alistair Donald-
son said, “The fi re risk out here on 
the Santos drill site is a nightmare 
and is putting workers at risk. The 
properties of local families and the 
safely of the drillers should come 
before this push to drill and fl are 
methane gas here in this highly 
bushfi re prone area.”
Further info – Anne Kennedy, 
President of the Bore Water Users 
Association: 0429 023 007 

Defend the national 
broadcaster
The Liberal Party is going after 
our national treasure, the ABC, 
simply for doing its job. Abbott’s 
colleagues didn’t like a story the 
ABC aired, so they’re taking the 
opportunity to wage an all-out 
attack on the national broadcaster 
– calling for its funding to be cut, 
and to force it to accept ads. It’s a 
national broadcaster’s job to air 
diffi cult stories, but Abbott’s cro-
nies don’t like it, and are threat-
ening the ABC’s funding to shut 
it up.

This isn’t right. Democratic 
governments around the world 
have arms-length relationships 
with their national broadcaster for 
a reason – the ability to investi-
gate government wrongdoings is a 
vital part of a functioning democ-
racy. For a national broadcaster to 
fi ll its mandate of independence, it 

cannot have politicians threaten-
ing to cut its funding every single 
time it reveals the truth. Let’s 
speak out now to stand against the 
Liberals threats to cut the ABC’s 
funding.

Tell the Liberal Party now: let 
our ABC operate with independ-
ence. Stop your threats to cut the 
ABC’s funding. 

The Liberal Party is not even 
hiding its agenda to weaken the 
ABC to enrich its right-wing 
corporate media friends. They’re 
testing the waters to see what they 
can get away with – and that’s 
why we need to speak up for the 
ABC now. If we don’t, this might 
just be the fi rst in a series of 
attacks on our ABC.

Liberal senator Cory Bernardi 
was one of the most upfront with 
his threats this week, saying that 

our national broadcaster needs to 
have its funding cut and power 
limited to stop it hurting Fairfax 
Media and News Corp’s bottom 
line. Worst, many of his Liberal 
party colleagues agree.

The SumOfUs.org community has 
stood up for independent national 
broadcasters before. In our biggest 
Canadian campaign ever, 75,000 
SumOfUs.org supporters signed peti-
tions and thousands more crowd-
funded radio ads to protect the 
Canadian state broadcaster, CBC, 
from threats by the Canadian 
government. We need to act here 
in Australia – the Liberal Party’s 
threats against the ABC can’t be 
ignored.

Let’s speak out now for inde-
pendent, high-quality media free 
from political infl uence.
Sign the petition at SumOfUs.org 
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Anna Pha

“The PISA results that have been 
released today show that Labor 
has been delivered a very bad 
report card on their period in 
offi ce because from 2009 to 2012 
Labor can’t dispute that they were 
in offi ce and had been for three 
years and yet, since that time, in 
science Australia’s ranking has 
fallen from 10th to 16th, in maths, 
from 15th to 19th, and in read-
ing, from 9th to 14th,” Education 
Minister Christopher Pyne told 
the media.

Pyne was commenting on the 
results of the OECD’s 2012 Program 
for International Student Assessment 
(PISA) tests of mathematics, reading 
and science which were released 
by the OECD last year. PISA 2012 
measured the mathematical, scientifi c 
and reading literacy of around 510 
000 15-year-old students across 65 
participating countries and econo-
mies, including 34 OECD countries. 
The tests are conducted every three 
years.

But it is the Coalition who 
deserves the very bad report card. 
Pyne conveniently overlooks that 
Australia’s PISA results have been 
slipping since 2000, when the 
Howard government had been in 
offi ce for four years. The extreme 
right-wing David Kemp was Educa-
tion Minister from 1996 to 2001 – the 
critical years that paved the way for 
the slide in Australia’s performance 
in the following years. The Howard 
government remained in offi ce until 
the end of 2007. The impacts of the 
Howard years are still being felt.

The PISA testing is quite com-
prehensive, going well beyond rote 
learning or basics. For example, the 
mathematics test covers life skills 
such as requiring students to engage 
in analysis, to identify the mathe-
matical elements in a situation, to 
formulate questions and to search 
for solutions. Likewise the read-
ing and science tests involve higher 
skills of analysis and searching for 
solutions.

PISA also involves the collection 
of a wide range of useful data relating 
to schools, teachers, student motiva-
tion, etc. (For the full PISA report, 
www.oecd.org/pisa)

Rankings a diversion
Pyne, like the media, is also 

wrongfully focusing on rankings. A 
slip in rankings could be due to other 
countries improving their perform-
ance or a decline in performance. 
Ranking is an indicator, but it is not 
the key question. The measure of 
performance, the actual test results, 
are more important and, as stated 

earlier, Australia’s performance has 
been steadily declining since 2000.

Australia’s mean scores, the 
actual measure of performance, as 
well as rankings have gone back-
wards:
• Mathematics was 533 in 2000 

(6th), 514 in 2009 and 504 in 
2012

• Reading was 528 (4th) in 2000, 
515 in 2009 and 512 in 2012

• Science was 528 (8th) in 2000, 
527 in 2009 and 521 in 2012.

The drop in performance is not 
the only reason to be concerned. 
While our top students are up there 
with the best in the world, the differ-
ence between their results and those 
of the lowest achieving students is 
high by international standards and 
has increased.

Gap widening
There is a high correlation 

between socio-economic status 
(SES) and performance. Students 
from disadvantaged areas are two 
years or more behind those from 
advantaged areas in reading, maths 
and science. Indigenous students are 
three years behind high SES students. 
Half of all Indigenous students are 
failing to reach the minimum stand-
ard in maths.

It is also important to note that 
there is no difference in the results 
of public and private schools once 
socio-economic factors are taken into 
account. However, the smallest aver-
age decline in results between 2009 
and 2012 was in public schools.

Pyne ignores all of this. “The 
fundamental problem is teacher 
quality,” he told the media, who 
were happy to run with that one. 
Blame the teachers! A quick, simple 
populist response, just like the “turn 
the boats back” mantra. It diverts 
attention from the real issues, such 
as government failure to adequately 
staff and resource public schools and 
pay teachers a salary commensurate 
with their training and responsibili-
ties.

That is not to say more cannot or 
should not be done to improve the 
quality of teaching. But that is not 
the crux of the problem. Australia’s 
teachers, especially in public schools, 
do an amazing job.

Feeding 
the rich schools

There are, however, serious prob-
lems with under-resourcing of public 
schools and the funding model.

The Australian Education Union 
(AEU) said the decline in student per-
formance and widening achievement 
gaps revealed in PISA 2012 showed 
the urgent need for more equitable 

school funding arrangements across 
the country.

“The Gonski Review pointed to 
both declining scores and widening 
achievement gaps and said: ‘Aus-
tralia will only slip further behind 
unless, as a nation, we act and act 
now’,” AEU deputy federal president 
Correna Haythorpe said. “The PISA 
results also show that high perform-
ing school systems pay teachers more 
relative to their national income per 
capita than Australia does.”

The Australian Council of Educa-
tion and Research analysed the PISA 
data for Australia and highlighted the 
nature of the gap. For example, the 
ACER found that the mean score dif-
ference of 90 points between Indig-
enous and non-Indigenous students 
in mathematical literacy equates to 
more than two-and-a-half years of 
schooling.

In scientifi c literacy, Indigenous 
students achieved a mean score of 
440 points compared to a mean score 
of 524 points for non-Indigenous 
students. The difference of 84 score 
points equates to about two-and-a-
half years of schooling.

In reading literacy Indigenous 
students recorded a mean score of 
428 points compared to a mean score 
of 515 points for non-Indigenous 
students. This difference of 87 score 
points equates to two-and-a-half 
years of schooling.

Howard model
The Howard Coalition govern-

ment introduced a new funding 
model in 2001 purporting to be based 
on the socio-economic status of stu-
dents in a school. The SES model 
funded schools according to the post-
code of each of its students, as if all 

students from a low socio-economic 
region or suburb are disadvantaged. 
In reality, wealth not postcode deter-
mines whether parents can afford 
$15,000 or $25,000 a year in fees for 
each child.

The SES score of a school deter-
mined the level of funding from the 
federal government. It ignored the 
actual socio-economic status of stu-
dents whose parents could afford the 
top private schools. As a result, the 
wealthiest private primary schools 
enjoyed a boost of 80 percent or more 
in funding between 2001 and 2010 
and elite private high schools by as 
much as 50 percent.

Pyne has made it clear that he 
wants the Howard SES model, and 
not the Gonski/Labor funding for-
mula which attaches a set amount per 
student, reduced for private schools 
according to the school’s ability to 
raise funding and an extra amount for 
disadvantaged students.

Howard’s SES model has made 
a major contribution to the two-tier, 
two-class education system and the 
widening gap. So too has the diver-
sion of millions of dollars from the 
public education system to private 
schools.

“Choice”
There are two other important 

and related developments contrib-
uting to Australia’s declining per-
formance for which Labor must take 
responsibility, and have the backing 
of the Coalition.

The fi rst of these is NAPLAN 
testing. It is no secret that many 
schools are now “teaching to the 
test” and spending hours and hours 
practising tests at the expense of 
other elements in the curriculum and 
broader development of life’s skills. 
The focus on narrow NAPLAN-style 
outcomes will see Australia slip even 
further backwards.

The second is the concept of 
competition and an education market 
with Labor’s MySchool website pro-
viding parents with a crude measure 
of school performance. Education 
is being commodifi ed and so-called 
“parental choice” and rankings 
system carries with it the notion of 
large variations in quality and “failed 
schools”.

The OECD report, Education 
Policy Outlook: Australia 2013, 
(June 2013) noted: “Australia has a 
high degree of school choice which, 
if not well targeted, can contribute to 
segregation of students. Around 96 
percent of students attend a school 
that competes for enrolments with 
at least one other school. Evidence 
shows that school choice, along with 
other factors, may undermine equity 

in the education system by segregat-
ing students into schools based on 
their socio-economic background. It 
is important to ensure that there are 
mechanisms to mitigate this negative 
effect.”

The concept of a universal, free 
secular education system is being 
undermined which prevailed with 
the establishment of public educa-
tion systems in 1870s. Instead, seg-
regation is being fostered, not just 
along socio-economic but also reli-
gious lines. There is little equity in 
the outcomes for students, those who 
entered the system disadvantaged, 
will exit it even more disadvantaged 
for life.

The PISA results are a timely 
warning that the current form of 
federal funding is perpetuating and 
increasing disadvantage.

It is not clear what funding 
model will be used by states that 
signed up for Gonski under Labor, 
but they will be committed to main-
taining their contribution. But those 
that have signed up to “Gonski” with 
the Coalition will not be under any 
obligation. They will be free to cut 
their own spending or direct all the 
additional dollars to wealthy private 
schools if they wish.

The Communist Party of Austral-
ia believes the guiding principle and 
aim of the education system should 
be the provision of free, universal and 
secular public education for all chil-
dren from pre-school right through to 
post-secondary, to produce a highly 
educated and cultured society.

Education involves much more 
than passing numeracy and literacy 
tests. It is about the full development 
of human potential, equipping people 
for life as well as preparing them for 
further studies or work.

The CPA believes there is no 
place for class-based choice or com-
petition in education. Education is a 
basic human right, not a privilege for 
those who can afford it. Australia has 
the wealth to be able to provide every 
child with a quality education.

The public education system 
must be strengthened with increased 
funding for teaching and non-teach-
ing staff, for the building and main-
tenance of classrooms and other 
school facilities, and the purchase of 
resources.

The CPA calls for the phasing 
out of state aid to non-government 
schools. The MySchool website 
should be pulled down. All teach-
ing and non-teaching staff should 
be employed centrally by education 
departments on a permanent basis for 
ongoing work. The education system 
needs democratisation not privatisa-
tion. 

Strengthen public education
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On November 23, the People’s 
Republic of China announced the 
setting up of an air defence identi-
fi cation zone off its east coast over 
the East China Sea. A spokesper-
son for the Defence Ministry, Yan 
Yujun told media that the gov-
ernment had “followed common 
international practices in the 
establishment of the zone, with 
aims of protecting its state sover-
eignty and territorial and airspace 
security, and maintaining fl ying 
orders.”

Over 20 countries, including 
Australia, the US, Japan and South 
Korea have established such zones. 
As Yan pointed out, the aim of the 
East China Sea Air Defence Iden-
tifi cation Zone is to guard against 
potential air threats. “This airspace, 
demarcated outside the territorial 
airspace, allows a country to iden-
tify, monitor, control and dispose of 
entering aircraft. It sets aside time for 
early warning and helps defend the 
country’s airspace,” Yan said. “It is a 
necessary measure in China’s exer-
cise of self-defence rights. It has no 
particular target and will not affect 
the freedom of fl ight in relevant air-
space.”

Japan has several zones, includ-
ing one that was expanded westward 
as recently as 2010. As could be 
expected, Japan raised strong objec-
tions to China’s zone as it includes 
the airspace over the Diaoyu Islands/
Senkaku Islands which is also cov-
ered by Japan’s zone. The islands 

are a source of ongoing tension 
with both China and Japan claiming 
ownership. US commercial airlines 
have respected the zone and say they 
are complying with the notifi cation 
requirements, but the US administra-
tion is a different story.

It refuses to recognise the zone 
and strongly objects to China taking 
measures to defend its own territo-
ry. In a move aimed at heightening 
tensions, the US Airforce provoca-
tively fl ew two B-52 bombers in the 
zone without notifying China and 
has warned there will be more such 
fl ights. South Korea has sought high 
level strategic discussions with the 
US and China. The US is clearly 
using it to heighten tensions in the 
region.

But the US administration is 
not alone in attempting to throw its 
weight around. One of the strong-
est reactions was from Australia. 
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop, with-
out an ounce of diplomacy issued a 
stern statement. In it she said, “Aus-
tralia has made clear its opposition 
to any coercive or unilateral actions 
to change the status quo in the East 
China Sea. The Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade yesterday 
called in China’s Ambassador to 
convey the Australian government’s 
concerns and to seek an explanation 
of China’s intentions.”

She clearly does not understand 
or is unwilling to acknowledge that 
the declaration of an air defence 
identifi cation zone is not the same 
as a claim to territory – such zones 
extend beyond territorial waters so 

as to provide authorities with ample 
warning of approaching aircraft. 
They do not affect territorial status 
of the land or seas below them.

China responded by calling 
in Australia’s chargé d’affaires to 
express “strong dissatisfaction” with 
Bishop’s comments. “The Chinese 
side pointed out that it is totally 
wrong for the Australian side to 
point the fi nger at China’s setting up 
the air defence identifi cation zone in 
the East China Sea,” an offi cial from 
the Ministry said. “China does not 
accept it and urges the Australian 
side to correct its mistakes so as to 
prevent harming China-Australian 
co-operative relations.”

China has good reason be taking 
measures to strengthen its defence 
with the massive build-up of the 
US military in the region – part of 
the US’s “pivot” on the region and 
heightening of war preparations. 
Australia is complicit with the expan-
sion of US bases, their transforma-
tion into a launching pad for war 
and the permanent stationing of US 
marines near Darwin. It is no secret 
that the Defence Signals Directorate 
monitors the Asia-Pacifi c region for 
the US.

Australian governments like to 
boast that Australia “punches above 
its weight” in international affairs.

But that is not how all of our 
neighbours see it, especially since 
the revelations of Australia’s spying 
on its friends in the region. Zhu Feng, 
Professor of international relations 
at Peking University, recently said 
that the spying revelations “badly 

undermine Chinese respect” for 
Australia. “Australia follows the US 
without principle and uncondition-
ally”. Australia’s blind subservience 
to US military and intelligence agen-
cies is only harming Australia’s secu-
rity, in both military and economic 
terms. China is increasingly asserting 
itself in international relations and is 
clearly prepared to do what it sees 
as necessary to defend itself in the 
face of an hegemonic and aggressive 
power. Imagine if China based its 
war ships off the coast of the USA 
or fl ew bombers through the US’s air 
defence identifi cation zone.

The Australian government 
laughed off Indonesian threats to 
wind back co-operation and got 
a shock when Indonesia began to 
act, fi rst with asylum seekers and 
then threatening our cattle exports. 
China is clearly upset, and it has also 
warned that co-operative relations 
between our two countries could be 
harmed. The government should take 
these warnings seriously and begin 
the process of removing US bases 
and ending the US military alliance. 
Only then can Australia become a 
force for peace and progress in the 
region and gain respect. 

The Tasmanian government has left behind the Canberra climate-
deniers and aims for 100 percent renewable by 2020 and a 35 
percent reduction in emissions. It has just released its “Climate 
Smart Tasmania: A 2020 climate Change Strategy”. A large part 
of the plan is to stop importing coal-fi red power from mainland 
Australia, which constituted 15 percent of total use in 2007. The 
plan focuses on energy effi ciency in existing buildings, monitor-
ing emissions and biodiversity, water use effi ciency, reducing 
barriers to utilising renewable energies, training the Tasmanian 
workforce, looking into electrifi cation of public transport as well 
as managing and reducing natural hazard risks in the state. The 
state says it has enough renewable energy resources (wind and 
biomass in the short-term, geothermal in the medium-term and 
wave and tidal in the long-term) to meet Tasmanian electrici-
ty demand with leftover generating capacity to export electricity 
to mainland. “By encouraging continued investment in the sec-
tor, Tasmania can enjoy direct and indirect economic benefi ts, 
including job creation, enhancing the State’s strong renewable 
energy brand and the potential to attract new, large-scale indus-
tries that wish to capitalise on this brand,” said Cassy O’Connor, 
the Tasmanian Climate Change Minister. Well done, Tasmania!

NSW public schools are in for a shock next year. Why? Because 
at the end of the 2013 school year the NSW government 
terminated the Local Schools, Local Decisions program, ter-
minated all 15 regional multicultural/ESL (English as a second 
language) consultants and refugee support offi cers working in 
high ESL- and refugee-need areas of Sydney and all 17 com-
munity information offi cers across the state. The need for the 
services will still be there but no professionals to provide it. 
Schools will have to rely on their own budgets to buy the ser-
vices they need at market rates. Children from linguistically 
diverse and refugee backgrounds will be immediately put at 
a disadvantage which will only keep aggregating with time. 
The educational costs will be shifted to non-government and 
community organisations. Australia will continue to be a multi-
cultural society but it is a disgrace that children won’t have an 
opportunity of accessing professional help when they need it.

Rural health services in NSW are at risk because doctors 
who provide “fl y-in’, fl y-out” treatment in remote parts of the 
state were told that health authorities would no longer pay 
for their fl ights. It is a cost-cutting measure which would mean 
that patients in remote areas would be left without medi-
cal services. Mental health problems in rural areas are serious 
enough as is. With these cuts the situation will be even worse.

There is one thing that never changes no matter what kind 
of government is in place – attacks on the ABC. May we just 
remind people how grateful everybody was when ABC provided 
minute-by-minute coverage of what was happening in the Blue 
Mountains fi res recently? The ABC is the only station which stays 
with you in an emergency and the work it does is phenomenal. 
So to all those who want it gone or turn commercial – go away!

Sycophant Australia 
loses respect
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CALGARY, Canada: Oil and natural gas 
drilling in the province of Alberta has 
turned Calgary into a boomtown. Glitter-
ing skyscrapers, monuments to the obscene 
profi ts amassed by a fossil fuel industry 
that is exploiting the tar sands and the vast 
oil and natural gas fi elds in Alberta, have 
transformed Calgary into a Mecca for 
money, dirty politics, greed and industry 
jobs. The city is as soulless and sterile as 
Houston. The death of the planet, for a few, 
is very good for business.

The man who waged North America’s fi rst 
signifi cant war against hydraulic fracturing was 
from Alberta, an eccentric, messianic Christian 
preacher named Wiebo Ludwig who died last 
year. He, with his small Christian community in 
the remote north of the province, sabotaged at 
least one wellhead by pouring cement down its 
shaft and blew up others. The Canadian authori-
ties, along with the oil and gas barons, demon-
ise Ludwig as an ecoterrorist, an odd charge 
given that they are the ones responsible for 
systematically destroying the environment and 
the planet. And as the ecosystem deteriorates 
– and the drive by corporations to extract the 
last remaining natural resources from the earth, 
even if it kills us all, becomes more and more 
relentless – the resistance of Wiebo Ludwig is 
worth remembering.

“Wiebo felt that our society was in a spir-
itual crisis, rather than an environmental or 
an economic crisis,” David York, whose fi lm 
Wiebo’s War is a nuanced portrayal of Ludwig 
and his fi ght with the oil and gas industry, 
told me when I reached him in Toronto by 
email: “He felt that our addiction to fossil 
fuels, rampant consumerism and materialism, 
addictions, breakdown of family units were 
all symptoms of a society that has lost its root 
connection to God. Further, he felt that we 
are in a kind of end times state, where the 
forces of good are in a terrible struggle with 
the forces of evil. He wasn’t so crass as to put 
a timetable on it, but in his view ‘any fool can 
see the times’.”

That one of our era’s most effective fi gures 
of resistance against the oil and gas industry 
was a devout Christian is perhaps not coin-
cidental. I do not share Ludwig’s Christian 
fundamentalism – his community was a rigid 
patriarchy – but I do share his belief that when 
human law comes into confl ict with God’s law, 
human law must be defi ed. Ludwig grasped the 
moral decadence of the consumer society, its 
unchecked hedonism, worship of money and 
deadening cult of the self.

Flight from evil
He retreated in 1985 with his small band 

of followers into the remoteness of northern 
Alberta. His community, called Trickle Creek, 
was equipped with its own biodiesel refi nery, 
windmills and solar panels which permitted it 
to produce its own power and a greenhouse and 
a mill. Its members, who grew their own food, 
severed themselves from the contaminants of 
consumer culture. But like the struggle of Axel 
Heyst, the protagonist in Joseph Conrad’s novel 
Victory, Ludwig’s fl ight from evil only ensured 
that evil came to him. 

Ludwig’s farm happened to be atop one of 
the largest oil and gas reserves in the world. In 
Canada when you own land you own only the 
top six inches of soil; the mineral rights below 
it belong to the state and can be sold without the 
knowledge or acquiescence of the landowner. 
Beneath Ludwig’s farm lay a fossil fuel known 
as sour gas, a neurotoxin that if released from 
within the earth can, even in small amounts, 
poison livestock, water tables and people. 

“Wherever a man goes, men will pursue 
and paw him with their dirty institutions,” 
wrote Henry David Thoreau. And this is what 
happened to Ludwig.

The oil and gas companies soon began a 
massive drilling effort. At fi rst, like many other 
reformers and activists, Ludwig used legal and 
political channels to push back against the 
companies, which were drilling on the edge of 
his 160-acre farm. He spent the fi rst fi ve years 
attending hearings with civil regulators, writ-
ing letters – he even wrote to Jane Fonda – and 
appealing in vain to elected offi cials, govern-
ment agencies, the press, environmentalists and 
fi rst nations groups.

His family – he had 11 children – posted a 
sign in 1990 that decried “the ruthless interrup-
tion and cessation” of privacy; “the relentless 
greedy grabbing of Creational resources”; “the 
caloused [sic] disregard for the sanctity of the 
Lord’s Day”; the legislation of land and min-
eral ownership policy “that does violence to the 
God-given ‘right to property’.” Ludwig then 
presented the offending oil company, Ranch-
men’s, with a bill for the sign.

“He was primarily motivated by his love 
for his family and a strong sense of justice,” 
said Andrew Nikiforuk, the author of a good 
book on Ludwig called Saboteurs: Wiebo Lud-
wig’s War Against Big Oil. I had dinner with 
Nikiforuk last week in Calgary. He told me: “It 
did not seem right to him that the oil industry 
could park a drilling well for sour gas in view 
of his family’s communal dining room. ‘Is a 
man not even master in his own house, let alone 
his own land, on matters like these?’ ”

Destruction
“His war against industry illustrated the 

cost of our addiction to hydrocarbons: Our 
materialistic way of life is based on the destruc-
tion of groundwater, the devaluing of rural 
property, the invasion of rural communities, 
the poisoning of skies with carcinogens, the 
fragmentation of landscapes,” Nikiforuk said. 
“Urban people do not understand the sacrifi ces 
now being imposed on rural people.”

Ludwig’s fi rst acts of sabotage were minor. 
He laid down nail beds on roads. He smashed 
solar panels. He blocked roads by downing 
trees. He disabled vehicles and drilling equip-
ment. But after two leaks of hydrogen sulphide 
sour gas from nearby wells – which forced eve-
ryone on the farm to evacuate and saw numer-
ous farm animals giving birth to deformed or 
stillborn offspring, as well as fi ve human mis-
carriages or stillbirths within Ludwig’s com-
munity – and after the destruction of two of his 
water wells, he declared open war on the oil 
and gas industry. He began to blow up oil and 
gas facilities. He said he had to fi ght back to 
“protect his children”.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
accompanied by private security agents hired 
by the oil companies, spent millions to inves-
tigate and attempt to halt the sabotage. Lud-
wig’s farm was occupied by police fi ve times 
and searched for incriminating evidence. The 
police and Encana Corp infi ltrated Ludwig’s 
tight community with an agent provocateur 
who, to prove he could be trusted, blew up a 
well owned by what was then Alberta Energy 
Corp, now Encana. The explosion, although 
orchestrated by the police and Encana, was 
publicly blamed on Ludwig. The oil compa-
ny also brought in a “terrorism expert” from 
Toronto to speak at local town hall gatherings 
– York captures one of those talks in his fi lm 
– and the expert warned residents of the rising 

“terrorism” of religious cults led by fanatic, 
charismatic leaders.

Ludwig was undeterred. “People are talk-
ing here that maybe someone should be shoot-
ing guys in pinstripe suits to get them to stop,” 
he said.

Ludwig, whose knowledge of the terrain 
allowed him to outfox hundreds of police offi c-
ers, was never caught in an act of sabotage, but 
he probably had a hand in damage at hundreds 
of remote well sites estimated at US$12 mil-
lion. The federal government in Ottawa, in 
desperation, considered sending in the army. 
Ludwig was fi nally arrested in 2000 on fi ve 
counts of property damage and possession of 
explosives and imprisoned for 18 months. He 
spent his time in prison reading a treatise in 
Dutch on the nature of hell.

Ludwig referred to the biblical story of 
David and Goliath in justifying his struggle 
against colossal forces, saying “the war is 
won before it is fought.” He believed that if 
you fought for righteousness you always were 
ensured spiritual victory, even if you were 
defeated in the eyes of the world. “It’s not 
size,” he said. “It’s whether a man is right or 
not. The fi ght is won on principle.” In his home 
he kept a poster of activist and journalist Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, a Nigerian hanged in 1995 after he 
campaigned against Shell Oil’s exploitation of 
his country. The poster read: “The environment 
is man’s fi rst right. Without a clean environ-
ment man cannot exist to claim other rights be 
they political, social or economic.”

Symbols of death
Ludwig once invited visiting civil servants 

who worked for oil and gas regulators to dinner. 
He fed them homemade cheeses, preserves, 
jams and wild cranberry wine. The pièce de 
résistance, which Ludwig unveiled with his 
usual fl air, was the skull of a horse killed by 
sour gas. “It’s just a symbol of all the death 
we’ve had around here,” he informed his star-
tled guests. 

On another occasion he dumped noxious 
sour crude on the carpet in the offi ce of local 
regulators to see if it “bothered” them.

The sabotage did not end with Ludwig’s 
2012 death. There are reports of ongoing sabo-
tage along the path of the XL pipeline and in 
the Alberta oil fi elds.

“I’d also say that sabotage in the oil patch 
is one of the oil and gas industry’s dirty little 
secrets,” York said. “It is widespread, and to 
many landowners it is a natural consequence of 
the industry’s attitudes and behaviour to those 
whose land they are occupying. The industry 
doesn’t make a big fuss because they don’t 
want to encourage the response.”

But violence begets violence. And the more 
Ludwig blew up facilities the harsher became 
the intrusion of the state.

“Meeting industrial violence against 

livestock and families with more industrial 
violence against oil and gas installations is not 
the answer,” said Nikiforuk. “It is an act of frus-
tration as well as a refl ection of the captured 
state of regulators. And it submits an entire 
community to a reign of industry – and state-
sanctioned terror. A second war broke out in the 
bush in the 2000s during an intense period of 
hydraulic fracking. Six bombings occurred at 
Encana well sites in northern British Columbia 
just 50 kilometres from Ludwig’s farm. The 
government sent in 250 offi cers to investigate. 
They treated rural citizens like members of the 
Taliban. The campaign ended as mysteriously 
as it began and had all the earmarks of Ludwig. 
It did not change industry practices.” 

Ludwig’s gravest mistake was his decision, 
or the decision of someone in his small commu-
nity, to fi re on two trucks carrying rowdy teen-
agers. The sons and daughters of oil and gas 
workers roared through the group’s compound 
at about 4am on June 20, 1999. Karman Willis, 
a 16-year-old girl, was fatally shot by someone 
on the farm, and a second teenager survived a 
wound. York in his fi lm shows Ludwig family 
members repeating like automatons that they 
thought they were under attack because the 
backfi ring of the vehicles sounded like gun-
shots. No one on the farm took responsibility 
for the shooting, and no one was charged. The 
killing of the girl saw the neighbouring commu-
nities cut off Ludwig and his band in revulsion. 
Local businesses put up signs that read: “No 
Service for Ludwigs.”

Ludwig, before he died at age 71 after 
refusing chemotherapy for oesophageal cancer, 
turned away from violence. The renunciation 
came a year or two after his fi nal bombing cam-
paign. He would read, with his family, Jacques 
Ellul’s 1969 book “Violence: Refl ections From 
a Christian Perspective.” Ellul, like Ludwig’s 
Dutch father, had fought in the resistance 
against the Nazis in World War II.

“What constantly marked the life of Jesus 
was not non-violence but in every situation the 
choice not to use power,” he wrote. “This is 
infi nitely different.”

“The Christian should participate in social 
and political efforts in order to have an infl u-
ence in the work, not with the hope of making 
a paradise (of the earth), but simply to make it 
more tolerable – not to diminish the opposition 
between this world and the Kingdom of God, 
but simply to modify the opposition between 
the disorder of this world and the order of pres-
ervation that God wants it to have – not to bring 
in the Kingdom of God, but so that the Gospel 
might be proclaimed in order that all men might 
truly hear the good news,” Ellul wrote.

Ludwig said: “We feel weak in all the 
things we are fi ghting. I think the match is very 
unequal. But it’s all right. Instead of griping 
about it, we might as well give ourselves to it.” 
Truthdig 

Wiebo Ludwig.

The Saboteurs
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Today’s crisis in Spain
Spain is living an economic and social 
crisis; and has been since 2008. It started 
with the housing bubble – fi nanced by 
cheap loans to builders and homebuyers. 
It revealed the underlying structure of 
the Spanish system. The building market 
crash and the loss of productivity with 
high dosses of corruption gave Spain for a 
short while a false perception of a growing 
economy.

In 2013 Spain reached six million 
unemployed; two million with no benefi ts; 
one in every two young people under 25 
years old is unemployed and 21 percent of 
the population lives below poverty. There 
are a million families with no income. Since 
the beginning of the crisis 400,000 families 
have lost their homes and at the same time 

the country’s Prime Minister and his party 
members have been receiving illegal dona-
tions.

The political system that was set up 
during the transition period in the early ‘80s 
after the death of dictator Franco was based 
on the bipartisan state system overseen by 
the Crown/Royals as the guarantor of the 
economic fi nancial and social system that 
was inherited from the Franquist years; now 
that system is in crisis.

This fraudulent system has been 
used for corruption and misappropriation 
of public assets and defrauding the tax 
system; it has continued to reap fortunes 
in tax havens. One example is the case 
of the Primer Minister who was paid – 
undisclosed fees and bonuses – again this 

highlighted the crisis in country that calls 
itself a democracy. Meanwhile, working 
class real salaries and entitlement have 
dropped considerably while the ruling class 
are amassing great fortunes because of the 
crisis they created.

In this context we can say that today’s 
political powers have not broken away from 
the past Franco dictatorship. The Spanish 
system has no desire to unveil the truth and 
to bring to justice the crimes from the past 
and to lay the path to reconciliation.

The political parties, public servants 
and institutions; the judicial and executive 
system have continued to deny investiga-
tions related to more than 130,000 bodies 
that still remain in the ground on the side of 
the roads and outside the cemetery walls. 

At the same time the state powers opposed 
the current International Trials in the Argen-
tinean courts demanding the detention and 
bringing to trial of the torturers and execu-
tioners during the Franco dictatorship.

There is another Spain, one that defends 
human rights, the rights of the workers 
and the right to social services and the self 
determination of the people.

Every day more and more sectors of 
the population agree that a new process is 
needed so everybody can participate in the 
consultation that will help to put an end to 
the current crisis. The Republic could bring 
that; a new change is necessary politically 
and institutionally to create a new model 
that is now well overdue.
Asociacion Republicana Irunesa.org 

Colombia: 

The struggle of 
Credhos and David Ravelo
WT Whitney

Negotiations in Cuba between the Colom-
bian government and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) aimed 
at ending 50 years of war have continued 
now for a year. Agreements on agrarian 
rights and, recently, political participation 
boosted peace hopes. But chances for peace 
rest largely on what happens in cities and 
regions like Barrancabermeja.  

The fate of political prisoner David Ravelo 
and violence directed against the human rights 
group Credhos point to difficulties ahead. 
Credhos (Regional Corporation for Defence of 
Human Rights) is the Barrancabermeja human 
rights group Ravelo founded and led. A solidar-
ity delegation visited with Ravelo in Bogota’s 
Picota prison in late 2012, and also called at 
Credhos headquarters in Barrancabermeja. The 
present writer joined that delegation and offers 
the following by way of follow-up.

By 1987 when Credhos was founded, 
paramilitaries were on the way to subjecting 
Barrancabermeja to a reign of terror. David 
Ravelo and Credhos resisted. According to 
Peace Brigades International, Credhos provides 
“promotion, defence, and protection of human 
rights, democracy, and international humanitar-
ian law.” It pursues “actions and scenarios for 
understanding, tolerance, living together, and 
civilized peace.” Over time killers eliminated 
nine Credhos activists.

Credhos Secretary-General David Ravelo 
reported in 2010, “There are many murders and 
forced disappearances in Barrancabermeja and 
in the Magdalena region. Credhos accompanies 
victims’ families who are seeking the truth and 
damages for harm that was done. We demand 
reparations on their behalf and justice that is 
their due.”

Credhos’ formation coincided with grow-
ing repression against the newly formed 
Patriotic Union (UP). That electoral coalition 
emerged from a government-FARC agree-
ment that insurgents would give up arms and 
be able, with others, to build a left political 
movement. UP activist Ravelo gained a seat 
on the Barrancabermeja city council. Then 
amidst murders, arbitrary arrests, and disap-
pearances, he went to jail in 1993 for two 
years on fabricated charges.

Some 20 years later, violence still prevailed 
in Barrancabermeja. Credhos reported that 
during the fi rst two months of 2013, there were 
“fi ve murders, three forced disappearances, two 
people wounded, and 20 death threats.” Blame 
fell on paramilitaries intent upon “maintaining 
social and political control of the city’s poor 
districts and thus sustain drug traffi cking, a 

lucrative business through which they fi nance 
their criminal action.” Credhos activists were 
being tracked and spied upon.

Ravelo was in prison again. Detained on 
September 14, 2010, he learned in December 
2012 that he would remain there for 18 years.

In April and early May assailants killed 10 
individuals in the city. Rafael Rodríguez, sec-
retary general of the USO oil workers’ union, 
narrowly escaped an attack. Abelardo Sánchez, 
the current Credhos secretary-general, is the 
target of repeated death threats and attacks. In 
November, both he and Credhos President Ivan 
Madero Vergel escaped from assaults.

The Santander Superior Court in October 
2013 rejected David Ravelo’s appeal. Respond-
ing, Credhos blamed a “lack of guarantees and 
weakened due process.” Indeed, at Ravelo’s 
trial in early 2012, the prosecution relied upon 
accusations from two jailed paramilitary chief-
tains once active in Barrancabermeja. They 
gained reduced sentences in return for testi-
mony accusing Ravelo of complicity in the 
1991 murder of a Barrancebermeja city offi cial. 
Reportedly they bribed a corroborating witness. 
The judge refused to hear testimony from 30 
defence witnesses.

Ravelo’s appeal had centred on a crime 
committed by his prosecutor. As a police 
lieutenant in 1991, William Pacheco helped 
arrange for the forced disappearance of Guill-
ermo Hurtado. Pacheco spent a year in a mili-
tary prison. Colombian law bans criminals 
from serving as prosecutor. Pacheco submit-
ted his resignation early in 2013, but remains 
on the job.

What with both judicial persecution of one 
of its leaders and chaos and murder ongoing in 
Barrancabermeja, the Credhos story provides 
a cautionary lesson as to Colombia’s diffi cult 
road ahead with the project of building peace 
with social justice. The Credhos view is that “at 
the highest levels of the Colombian state they 
want to weaken social protest.” And, “there are 
hundreds of cases in which they have opened 
criminal investigations [of individuals] for 
daring to defend and promote human rights as 
a fundamental principle of a society dedicated 
to human development and defence of vulner-
able communities.” As to the Colombian state: 
“experience has shown us that [its] strategies 
are structural and systematic.”

That insight is relevant for North Ameri-
cans who would confront US war-making. 
Colombia is the  prime US military ally in Latin 
America and, as such, is the recipient of mili-
tary aid funds well known to trickle down to 
the benefi t of paramilitaries and other lawless 
characters.
People’s World 

David Ravelo.

Credhos reported that during the first two 
months of 2013, there were “five murders, 

three forced disappearances, two people 
wounded, and 20 death threats.”
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Emile Schepers

There may be a shift in the think-
ing of people who are working for 
the release of Alan Gross, a US 
government subcontractor serving 
a 15-year jail sentence in Cuba 
for working to subvert the Cuban 
government on behalf of Wash-
ington. Though earlier pressure 
campaigns focused on the Cuban 
government, and involved dem-
onstrations in front of the Cuban 
Interests Section (diplomatic 
mission) in Northwest Washing-
ton, Gross’s wife, Judy, has now 
declared that the Obama admin-
istration holds the keys to her 
husband’s release, and is calling 
for demonstrations at the White 
House.

Gross was working for Develop-
ment Alternatives Inc, a Maryland 
based company that does edgy sub-
contracting work for US Agency for 
International Development. His job 
was to go to Cuba, disguised as a 
tourist, and provide dissidents with 
very sophisticated computer and 

communications equipment that 
would be able to evade Cuban gov-
ernment surveillance. 

The government program for 
which he was working was operat-
ing under the aegis of the Helms-
Burton Act, whose purpose is clearly 
and openly to replace the socialist 
government with one friendly to US 
corporate interests, and Cuban law 
and national sovereignty be damned.

So in 2009, Alan Gross was 
arrested by Cuban authorities who 
put him on trial. The court gave him 
a 15-year jail sentence. Responding 
to this, Hillary Clinton, US secre-
tary of state at the time, claimed 
that Gross was only trying to help 
the Jewish community in Cuba to 
connect to the Internet and thus 
end their supposed “isolation” from 
fellow Jews around the world. It is 
not clear whom Clinton was trying 
to infl uence. Certainly it was not the 
Cuban court, which had Gross dead 
to rights, nor the Cuban Jewish com-
munity, most of whose leaders told 
the US and international press that 
they didn’t know Gross, did not feel 

isolated from Jews in other coun-
tries, and had no more diffi culty than 
anyone else in Cuba in going online.

Most likely, using the discred-
ited cover story that Gross was help-
ing the oppressed Jews of Cuba had 
the purpose of creating the impres-
sion that the Cuban government is 
anti-Semitic, a nasty calumny. In 
fact, for a foreigner from a hostile 
state to enter any country, including 
especially the United States under 
false pretences and then work with 
dissidents to undermine that state’s 
government will everywhere result 
in arrest and strict punitive sanc-
tions.

At any rate, the Cuban leader-
ship has hinted broadly that they 
would be amenable to a humanitar-
ian exchange, whereby Gross would 
be released and allowed to return to 
his family, while the United States 
would extend a similar humanitar-
ian reprieve to fi ve Cuban govern-
ment agents who, arrested in 1998, 
were serving hard time in US fed-
eral prisons for monitoring terror-
ist inclined right-wing Cuban exile 

groups in Florida (one of the fi ve, 
Rene Gonzalez, fi nished his term 
and is back in Cuba). Exchanges 
of arrested agents happen all the 
time, but the US government kicked 
against this proposal, claiming, in 
the words of Hillary Clinton’s suc-
cessor as Secretary of State, John 
Kerry, that this would not be pos-
sible because the exchange would 
be asymmetrical. Why?

Because one of the fi ve, Gerardo 
Hernandez, is serving two life terms 
for murder, an absurd conviction 
which would have been thrown out 
of court anywhere other than Miami 
with its hysterically anti-Castro press 
and media (who, by the way, seem 
to have been subsidised by the US 
government at the time of the trial).

To the US, Gerardo is a mur-
derer because as leader of the group 
of agents in Miami, he did not warn 
the Brothers to the Rescue organisa-
tion that they might be shot down 
if they continued to violate Cuban 
airspace while illegally and danger-
ously buzzing Havana.

The response of the very active 

movement in solidarity with the 
Cuban 5 has been to point out that 
since the Cuban government is will-
ing to talk about the issue and reach 
an agreement, and the US govern-
ment is not; it is really the US gov-
ernment that is stopping Gross from 
regaining his freedom.

To this, the US administration 
has no answer. Alan Gross’ wife, 
Judy, is now going to speak at a 
demonstration, not in front of the 
Cuban diplomatic mission, but in 
front of the White House, for as she 
says, it is now only the US govern-
ment that can resolve her husband’s 
dilemma.

Meanwhile, 66 US Senators 
have signed a letter asking President 
Obama to do whatever he needs to 
achieve the freedom of Alan Gross. 
The implication is that if he nego-
tiated a deal with the Cuban gov-
ernment, they would support it. A 
smaller group of 14 senators wrote 
another letter, demanding that 
Obama refuse to do a humanitarian 
exchange.
People’s World 

Mandela and the British struggle
Peter Hain *

In the BBC television archives on 
militant anti-apartheid protests in 
1969-70 against the touring all-
white Springboks, there is a famil-
iar fi gure to me and a generation 
of labour movement activists. Bill 
Laithwaite, a balding, bespecta-
cled pensioner, is seen being wres-
tled off the pitch by two police 
offi cers at Twickenham, blood 
seeping from a small wound on his 
face, having hoodwinked his way 
into the playing area by dressing 
like a match offi cial.

Laithwaite was a member of the 
Communist Party and active in the 
Stop The Seventy Tour campaign, 
of which I was chairman.

That match, the fi rst during the 
rugby tour, saw pitch invasions and 
constant hostile chanting. For the 
fi rst time the Springboks, accus-
tomed to being lionised as perhaps 
representing the leading rugby 
nation in the world, had instead 
been treated as pariahs.

They were no longer faced 
merely with what they habitually 
dismissed as the spluttering of “mis-
guided liberals and leftists” holding 
placards outside rugby stadiums 
while they retreated into the warm 
hospitality of their hosts.

This was something of quite a 
different order. Anti-apartheid oppo-
nents had now shown a physical 
capacity to threaten the Springboks’ 
ability to tour in the old way.

Around 100,000 protesters laid 
siege to the white South Africans 
during their 25 matches across Brit-
ain and Ireland, providing a perfect 
springboard from which to plan 
direct action to stop the cricket tour 
due to begin in May 1970.

An Anti-Apartheid Movement 
poster caught the public’s imagina-
tion and was widely published in 
the press.

Under the caption: “If you could 
see their national sport you might 

be less keen to see their cricket,” 
it showed a policeman beating 
defenceless blacks in Cato Manor 
township outside Durban.

After months of mounting 
pressure to wreck the cricket tour, 
cricket bosses were fi nally forced 
to do the previously unthinkable. It 
was cancelled.

Soon white South Africa was 
propelled into sporting isolation, 
banned from competing internation-
ally in rugby, cricket, football, the 
Olympics and all sports.

Long used to evading economic 
and arms sanctions with the assist-
ance of Western countries like 
Britain, on sport, so vital to their 
psyche, they had been beaten.

For the fi rst time in 10 long 
bitter years since the 1960 Sharp-
eville massacre the anti-apartheid 
resistance had something to cheer 
about. In that period the apartheid 
state seemed omnipotent. Western 
countries were investing in and 
trading with South Africa and also 
supplying arms.

MI5 and MI6 with the CIA 
were allies of the notorious apart-
heid secret service BOSS. Nelson 
Mandela was then imprisoned with 
the rest of the resistance leadership, 
the ANC having been banned and 
forced into exile or underground.

After their release 27 long years 
later, both Mandela and his com-
rade Govan Mbeki told me that on 
Robben Island information on the 
demonstrations slipping through 
the news blackout had given all the 
political prisoners there an enor-
mous morale boost.

Moses Garoeb, a leading 
freedom fi ghter in the South West 
African People’s Organisation, also 
told me in the early 1970s that the 
Stop The Tour success had been an 
“inspiration” to SWAPO cadres in 
the Namibian bush as they heard the 
news on their radios.

Almost every time we subse-
quently met, Mandela never failed 

to mention how indebted he was to 
international anti-apartheid activ-
ists. And, although he is now hailed 
as an almost saintly, universal hero 
– even by the Conservatives – we 
should remember our history.

The British right was on the 
side of pro-apartheid forces. The 
struggle was won despite them, by 
resistance inside South Africa and 
solidarity work outside.

It was people like Laithwaite 
– and Ethel de Keyser and Mike 
Terry, the indefatigable executive 
secretaries of the anti-apartheid 
movement – who helped win it.

The Stop The Tour movement 
was opposed by Tories, fascists and 
racists.

Against them it had broad sup-
port from trade unionists, students, 
Christian groups, bishops, com-
munists, Trotskyists, Labour Party 
members and liberals.

British trade union leaders 
including Lawrence Daly, Ken Gill, 
Ron Todd, Rodney Bickerstaffe and 
Jimmy Knapp gave leadership and 
solidarity. So did Labour MPs like 
Michael Foot, Neil Kinnock, Rich-
ard Caborn and Bob Hughes.

By contrast, some Tory MPs 
became known as “members for 
Pretoria.”

One was even involved in a 
private prosecution against me for 
conspiracy to stop the tours, nearly 
having me jailed after a month-long 
Old Bailey trial in 1972.

Conservative Students wore 
Hang Nelson Mandela badges and 
Margaret Thatcher denounced him 
as “a terrorist.”

“Forgive,” urged Mandela after 
the battle against apartheid tri-
umphed, “but never forget.”
* Labour MP Peter Hain’s 
memoir Outside In is published 
by Biteback and his biography 
Mandela by Spruce. Both are also 
available in eBook.
Morning Star 

US agent was 
caught at subversion

An Anti-Apartheid Movement 
poster caught the public’s 

imagination and was widely 
published in the press.
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John Haylett

African National Congress sec-
retary-general Gwede Mantashe 
voiced ANC concern last week at 
increasing disunity in trade union 
federation COSATU, telling lead-
ers to “have the courage to lock 
themselves in one room and deal 
with the contradictions.”

Mantashe told the central execu-
tive committee meeting of transport 
union Satawu that although the ANC 
government had brought in progres-
sive labour laws to protect workers, 
the government had to look after 
“the interests of the broader working 
class, not only the organised section.”

It has provided basic services 
that were denied or minimal under 
apartheid, including water services, 
electricity, social grants, free educa-
tion, school meals and the introduc-
tion of national health insurance to 
ensure universal access to quality 
health care.

Mantashe urged organised 
labour to be “constructive” in back-
ing government measures to create 
jobs through the National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP), which has drawn 
varying degrees of criticism from 
COSATU affi liates.

Metalworkers’ union Numsa, 
which spearheaded a defeated drive 
in the 1980s and early 1990s to create 
a “workers’ party” in opposition to 
the ANC and South African Commu-
nist Party, has raised this issue once 
more. Numsa, which is now the larg-
est COSATU affi liate, has warned 
that it will refuse to back the ANC 
if the NDP appears in its manifesto.

The situation is further compli-
cated by a disciplinary case against 
COSATU general secretary Zwelin-
zima Vavi for having a sexual rela-
tionship with a junior staff member 
on the federation premises and for 
fi nancial impropriety linked to the 
sale of its old offi ces.

Numsa and some unions close 
to it back Vavi and have demanded 
a special congress to reinstate him 

and settle other issues of contention. 
These could include COSATU rela-
tionships with the ANC and SACP, 
threatening the continuance of the 
revolutionary alliance that under-
pinned the united struggle against 
apartheid.

Numsa general secretary Irvin 
Jim seems unperturbed about the 
danger of COSATU or Numsa dis-
tancing itself from its alliance part-
ners. “If you can get married, you 
can get divorced,” was his fl ippant 
comment. Numsa will hold a spe-
cial national congress on December 
13-16 in Boksburg to consider the 
future.

The union held a major policy 
workshop earlier this month, where 
three of its regions backed Numsa 
involvement in establishing a work-
ers’ party, three others proposed 
giving the ANC a fi nal ultimatum 
before doing so while the remaining 
three favoured research into whether 
it should support a workers’ party or 
a coalition of left-wing groups.

Not that Numsa represents mon-
olithic unity. The sudden resignation 
of national president Cedric Gina 
recently would belie that. In his res-
ignation letter Gina suggested that he 
could no longer work with Jim and 
had to end the relationship before it 
turned violent.

Jim’s view was that Gina’s 
“political agenda” was dictated by 
“people within” the SACP and ANC 
worried about what was happening 
in Numsa. Mantashe, who is pivotal 
to the issue, having been a previous 
NUM general secretary and having 
stepped down as SACP chairman to 
concentrate on his ANC position, 
would certainly be someone worried 
about developments in Numsa.

He took a lot less sanguine view 
of the drift to disunity, telling the 
trade union movement: “If the price 
you must pay for pursuing Vavi is 
to split COSATU, it is not worth the 
price. Try something else.”

SACP online publication Umse-
benzi entered the fray yesterday with 

a special Red Alert article under the 
nom de plume Aluta Mzebenzi, who 
is identifi ed only as “all-round Alli-
ance member of a COSATU-affi li-
ated trade union, the ANC and the 
SACP.”

She quotes struggle hero Joe 
Slovo in support of her thesis that the 
trade union movement has to be part 
of the broader revolutionary alliance.

Failure to do so would, as Slovo 
wrote, mean “surrendering the lead-
ership of the national struggle to the 
upper and middle strata.”

Mzebenzi recalls earlier efforts 
within COSATU and its forerunner 
FOSATU to counterpose workerism 
to national liberation and sees this 

tendency “emerging in a new form,” 
to the benefi t of the class enemy.

She highlights long-standing 
COSATU recognition of “the true 
political leadership role of the van-
guard of the working class – the 
South African Communist Party,” 
which prioritised building the revo-
lutionary trade union movement.

That’s why so many communists 
occupy leading positions as shop 
stewards, provincial and national 
leaders, as well as offi cials, advanc-
ing day-to-day demands and building 
class-consciousness.

Mzebenzi identifies “worker-
ism” as a trend designed to divide 
the unions and the working class 

from their vanguard party and from 
the ANC and raises the watchword 
“unity” to counter it.

Unity has to mean collective 
leadership, a common alliance pro-
gram, abiding by democratically 
arrived-at decisions and isolating 
splitters. Above all, she stresses, it 
means “unconditional support for 
ANC decisive majority victory in 
2014.”

Support for the ANC in by-elec-
tions remains strong, but the danger 
persists that turmoil in the trade union 
movement could damage the revolu-
tionary alliance, benefi ting only big 
business and its political proxies.
Morning Star 
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SA union unity under threat

African National Congress secretary-general Gwede Mantashe.

Canada embraces racism
Yves Engler

At the Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre this week, Canadian Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper will 
help raise funds for an organisa-
tion that practices discriminatory 
land use policies long outlawed 
in Canada. In a fi rst for a sit-
ting prime minister, Harper will 
address the 100-year-old Jewish 
National Fund of Canada. While 
it is illegal to restrict the sale of 
property to certain ethnic or reli-
gious groups in Canada, the JNF 
does just that in Israel.

Into the 1950s restrictive land 
covenants in many exclusive neigh-
bourhoods and communities across 
Canada made it impossible for 
Jewish, Black, Chinese, Aboriginal 
and others peoples deemed to be 
non-“white” to buy property.

It was not until after the Second 
World War that these policies began 
to be successfully challenged in 
court. In 1948, Annie Noble decided 
to sell a cottage in the exclusive 
Beach O’Pines subdivision on Lake 
Huron to Bernie Wolf, who was 
Jewish.

During the sale Wolf’s lawyer 
realised that the original deed for 
the property contained the follow-
ing clause: “The lands and premises 

herein described shall never be sold, 
assigned, transferred, leased, rented 
or in any manner whatsoever alien-
ated to, and shall never be occupied 
or used in any manner whatsoever 
by any person of the Jewish, Negro 
or coloured race or blood, it being 
the intention and purpose of the 
Grantor, to restrict the ownership, 
use, occupation and enjoyment of 
the said recreational development, 
including the lands and premises 
herein described, to persons of the 
white or Caucasian race.”

Noble and Wolf tried to get 
the court to declare the restriction 
invalid but they were opposed by 
the Beach O’Pines Protective Asso-
ciation. Both a Toronto court and 
the Ontario Court of Appeal refused 
to invalidate the racist covenant.

But Noble pursued the case – 
with assistance from the Canadian 
Jewish Congress – to the Supreme 
Court of Canada. In a six-to-one 
decision the highest court reversed 
the lower courts’ ruling and allowed 
Noble to purchase the property.

The publicity surrounding the 
case prompted Ontario to pass a law 
voiding racist land covenants.

In 2009 the federal Con-
servative government defi ned the 
Noble and Wolf vs Alley Supreme 
Court case “an event of national 

historic signifi cance” in the battle 
“for human rights and against dis-
crimination on racial and religious 
grounds in Canada.”

Six decades after the Supreme 
Court delivered this blow to racist 
property covenants, Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper will be promoting 
a charity that discriminates in land 
use.

A 1998 United Nations Human 
Rights Council report found that the 
JNF systematically discriminates 
against Arab citizens of Israel – who 
make up about 20 percent of the 
country’s population. According to 
the UN report, JNF lands are “char-
tered to benefi t Jews exclusively,” 
which has led to an “institutional-
ised form of discrimination.”

More recently, the US State 
Department’s 2012 Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practices noted: 
“Approximately 93 percent of land 
[Israel] was in the public domain, 
including approximately 12.5 per-
cent owned by the NGO Jewish 
National Fund (JNF), whose stat-
utes prohibit sale or lease of land to 
non-Jews.”

For their part, JNF Canada 
offi cials are relatively open about 
the discriminatory character of the 
organisation. In May 2002, JNF 
Canada’s executive director for 

eastern Canada, Mark Mendelson, 
explained: “We are trustees between 
world Jewry and the land of Israel.”

JNF Canada’s head Frank A 
Wilson echoed this statement in 
July 2009: “JNF are the caretakers 
of the Land of Israel on behalf of its 
owners, who are the Jewish people 
everywhere around the world.”

The JNF’s bylaws and opera-
tions are clearly incompatible 
with Canadian law concerning 

racist property covenants. Yet JNF 
Canada, which raises about US$8 
million annually, is a registered 
charity in Canada. As such, it can 
provide tax credits for donations, 
meaning that up to 40 percent of 
their budget effectively comes from 
public coffers.

Does Stephen Harper support 
racist land use policies?
The Electronic Intifada 

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper.
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Holiday Viewing

Sunday December 15, 2013
 – Saturday January 11, 2014

Let’s start off this end-of-year 
review of some up-coming 

programs on national public televi-
sion with a series that hopefully we 
will never have to speak of again: 
Boomtown (ABC1 Sundays from 
December 15 at 6.30pm). This doc-
umentary series in six parts follows 
what the ABC calls “seven remark-
able entrepreneurs” through a year 
of the jolly cut and thrust of capital-
ist business activity in Perth. Join a 
wealthy fashion designer, an equally 
wealthy car dealer, a mining CEO, a 
builder, etc as they try to make even 
more money. Who could resist such 
a show?

What a great idea for a documen-
tary television series: it’s like a real-
life Dallas. Isn’t television grand?

Of course, a genuine documen-
tary (in the traditional sense as used 
by the founders of the documentary 
form, i.e. “fi lmed truth”) would look 
at the reality of the activity of these 
money makers – how do they actu-
ally make money from their activi-
ties, who loses, who suffers, who is 
exploited, how does their activity 
meld with the public good or doesn’t 
it? Following them around with a 
camera as they “do their thing” might 
be superfi cially revealing but it is far 
from uncovering the reality underly-
ing their activities.

Certain characters in British 
fi ction (at least on television) 

should go about with a health warn-
ing attached to them: Do not befriend 
this person unless you want to be 
involved in MURDER! Such a one is 
Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple, who 
blunders into a trail of dead bodies 
wherever she goes, a fact of which 
the police seem totally unaware.

The sixth series of Agatha Chris-
tie MARPLE (not a typo, that’s the 
pretentious way it’s supposed to be 
written) continues this week and 
next, with Greenshaw’s Folly this 
week (ABC1 Sunday December 
15 at 8.30pm), featuring bodies in a 
shambolic country house, and End-
less Night next week (ABC1 Sunday 
December 22 at 8.30pm) with 
bodies in a young couple’s secluded 
dream home. I don’t know about 

Miss Marple, but I begin to detect a 
pattern here.

Out Of Jail And On The 
Streets (ABC2 Tuesday 

December 17 at 9.30pm) is a very 
interesting documentary about proba-
tion offi cers in the British counties of 
Surrey and Sussex. There are close to 
one hundred thousand criminals con-
victed of serious offences in Britain 
who are out on the streets on some 
form of probation, supervised by ten 
thousand probation offi cers.

With about 70 percent of the 
prison population exhibiting symp-
toms of mental illness, a lot of those 
on probation also have mental health 
issues. Their probation offi cers often 
need to fi ll the role of health worker 
rather than probation offi cer. And yet 
all the people they are dealing with 
have been convicted of serious, usu-
ally violent, crimes.

The young man, out on proba-
tion with strict conditions about not 
drinking, complains bitterly that 
“they set you up to fail, because they 
want you back in jail”. His is a sad 
case, because he clearly will fail (and 
does, and gets sent back to prison) 
but also clearly, his concept of life 
was already limited to getting drunk 
and having fi ghts. On the other hand, 
some of the offenders the Proba-
tion Service deals with are guilty of 
indulging in the most reprehensible 
of human behaviour. One offi cer, 
who is shown dealing with a paedo-
phile at risk of offending again, says 
only by discussing cases with his col-
leagues can he clear his head enough 
to be able to go home at night to his 
own children.

One thing that does seem to be 
missing is any sort of labour-related 
rehabilitation: there is no attempt to 
give the probationers meaningful 
work in which they can take pride 
and have a sense of achievement and 
developing self-worth. In the Soviet 
Union, it used to be the practice to 
assign young offenders to specifi c 
factories where they not only learnt 
a trade but they became the responsi-
bility of a specifi c work team. A sort 
of collective, community amateur 
probation service, working with the 
Courts.

There is a lot of food for thought 
in this British documentary, and I 
recommend it to Guardian readers.

Like other English panel 
shows, Qi has a “special 

Christmas edition” (ABC1 Wednes-
day December 18 at 8.00pm). 
Apart from Stephen Fry, the panel 
for this edition comprises Phil Jupi-
tus, Danny Baker and the delightful 
Sarah Millican along with permanent 
fi xture Alan Davies.

As usual, the panel have as 
much fun clowning around as they 
do answering the questions. Despite 
the anti-communism that Fry inserts 
into the series whenever he can, this 
quiz series remains interesting. And 
generally entertaining.

Do you remember the British 
series Grumpy Old Men and 

Grumpy Old Women? As narrated by 
Geoffrey Palmer (Lionel in As Time 
Goes By), the various “grumpy” 
series were bemused, humorous and 
sometimes even scathing.

Now we have an Australian 
rip-off, or at least a copy-cat pro-
duction: The Agony Of Christmas 
(ABC1 Wednesday December 18 
at 8.30pm). Written, directed and 
produced by Adam Zwar, this collec-
tion of quotes about Christmas from 
a bunch of Australian television per-
sonalities is also raucously narrated 
by him.

The snippets of interviews are 
seldom funny and frequently dull. 
I found the section on the office 
Christmas party – clearly meant to 
be “daring” – just repulsive. Offi ce 
Christmas parties are not about 
photo copying your bum, apparent-
ly. Instead they are exclusively and 
totally about getting laid. And the 
“experts” on the program are ear-
nest in their eagerness to convince 
viewers to screw as many of their 
co-workers as possible because “at 
the Christmas party you can”. Not a 
high point in Australian television.

My mother had no trou-
ble throwing things out 

(except books). She was always 
pressuring me to give away toys or 
other precious objects that she felt I 
had “grown out of”. In later years I 
took a certain malicious delight in 
pointing out to her how, if we had 
hung on to my comic book collec-
tion or my chain-drive pedal car 
with the wooden running boards, 
today they would be worth a small 
fortune.

We had a small house, like most 
people, and space was at a premium. 
Nevertheless, there were many things 

I wish we had hung on to. Some 
people, on the other hand, cannot 
throw anything away and have a 
passion for collecting more useless 
objects every week. In fact, a small 
television industry has grown up 
around these “hoarders”.

Two of these unfortunates are 
profi led in The Hoarder Next Door 
Christmas Special – now there’s an 
odd Christmas special, you have to 
admit – (ABC2 Wednesday Decem-
ber 18 at 8.30pm).

Fifty-eight-year-old Pauline 
cannot enter some rooms in her house 
because they are piled to the ceiling 
with hoarded junk. There are 700 tins 
of canned food in her kitchen alone. 
Pauline’s mother died when Pauline 
and her sister were very young. Her 
father was incapable of looking after 
them and they only survived because 
of some tinned peas. Now, Pauline 
will not “waste food”, even though 
most of her stock is well past its 
use-by date and she doesn’t actually 
need it.

The other hoarder profiled is 
Greg, an antiques “dealer” who never 
parts with any of his antiques. Even 
the broken ones (and that seems to 
be most) he regards as “repair jobs” 
that he’ll get around to in time. He 
lives with his girl friend and has fi lled 
(literally fi lled) her house with his 
broken “repair job” collectibles and 
derelict antique furniture. She deliv-
ers an ultimatum: either he gets rid of 
the junk or she walks.

Attempting to help these two 
hoarders reclaim their lives is psy-
chotherapist Stelios Kiosses and a 
couple of hardnosed female de-clut-
terers (my mum would have been 
good at that job).

It is not so much the clutter that 
is of interest here, but the psychology 
of the two very different hoarders.

SBS is currently running a 
series of nature documen-

taries from German public broad-
casters looking at national parks in 
various exotic or unusual locations. 
Last week we had Wild Iran, and now 
we have Wild Hungary (SBS ONE 
Saturday December 21 at 7.30pm), 
where the country’s dominant plains 
and wetlands are fl ourishing with 
wildlife, living in close proximity to 
human habitation and tourist destina-
tions.

The following week is the turn 
of Wild Serbia (SBS ONE Saturday 
December 28 at 7.30pm), where – in 
the countryside at least – people still 
live in close communion with nature. 
Villagers welcome storks nesting on 
their roofs as symbols of good luck, 
have preserved ancient species of 
live stock, and even have a nodding 
acquaintance with the vultures that 
call the country home.

The week after that is Wild 
Croatia (SBS ONE Saturday Janu-
ary 4 at 7.30pm). Croatia is a coun-
try of over a thousand coastal islands 
and a shoreline abutted by steep 
mountains. Its eight national parks 
are home to brown bear, lynx, red 
deer and many other animals.

Common to all episodes in this 
multi-national series is the struggle 
to prevent extinction, the adaptabil-
ity of some species to environmental 
change and the inability of others 
to do so, and the pressure on nature 
from human activity. The photog-
raphy is excellent throughout, but 
the Hungarian episode has the most 
atmospheric depiction of humans in 
the natural world, helped by the fact 
that young men there still accept the 
idea of following their herds around 
in the snow of winter, dressed in huge 
sheepskin coats.
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Sneaking 
eavesdroppers

In the 16th century, English essay-
ist Thomas Nashe wrote: “A man 
were better to be a hangman than 
an intelligencer, a sneaking eaves-
dropper, a scraping hedgecreeper 
and a piperly pickthanke.”

Today’s “intelligencers” might 
no longer be full-time hedgecreep-
ers, because today their eavesdrop-
ping is carried out by the world’s 
most sophisticated technology on 
a scale undreamed of 400 or even 
40 years ago, and their sycophantic 
“pickthanking” is directed towards 
large corporations rather than to 
some local petty tyrant. The underly-
ing philosophy of maintaining exist-
ing power and privilege, however, 
remains the same.

Under the façade of a demo-
cratic system, the work of secret 
police is to intimidate dissident ele-
ments. Under overt repression, such 
as fascism, they terrorise. There is 
no difference in basic purpose, only 
in degree.

Joan Coxsedge  
Vic

Gas, oil and 
commercial interests
I still have to meet a person who 
has voted for Abbott and his team 
– I think I may be mixing with 
the wrong crowd. The latest news 
about the ASIO raid on the lawyer 
who is representing Timor Leste 
in the International Court in The 
Hague on the arrangement with 
Australia over the Timor Sea gas 
and oil, does not look good. Stop-
ping the witness from travelling 
by taking his passport (and his 
wife’s) to give evidence in court is 
outrageous.

All this is being done by a gov-
ernment which is trying very hard 
(and failing miserably) to cover up 
for the actions of the previous Liberal 
government and its foreign minister, 

Alexander Downer. It was he who 
had ordered the bugging of East 
Timor’s offi ce where negotiations 
were held so that economic advan-
tage would be bestowed on Woodside 
Petroleum, the company he is a lob-
byist for nowadays.

East Timor is one of the poorest 
nations in the world. Even before 
independence people from East 
Timor were adamant in stating that 
once independent the country would 
be able to develop and support itself 
because of its natural resources. Aus-
tralia decided otherwise and essen-
tially has robbed the country.

East Timor was not in a posi-
tion to deal with it at the time – the 
country was in ruins and the nego-
tiations were not fair. Now we know 
that Woodside Petroleum had had a 
huge advantage – inside information 

obtained by eavesdropping and a 
loyal lobbyist promoting the inter-
ests of Woodside Petroleum. We also 
know now that an Australian politi-
cian, while in offi ce, used his position 
to enrich a company – disregarding 
the consequences for the country he 
was supposed to represent. More-
over, after the defeat of the Howard 
government in elections Mr Downer 
was appointed to a role of negotiator 
in Cyprus.

It sounded a bit strange at the 
time – but if you consider that Wood-
side Petroleum is planning to exploit 
the natural resources in Cyprus it 
makes sense. Politicians for hire 
should not be shy and declare their 
interests before they get into public 
life pretending to work for the people.

Mati English
Sydney
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For a completely opposite 
approach to wildlife, take a 

look at the culturally disturbing US 
offering, My Child Is A Monkey
(ABC2 Friday December 20 at 
8.30pm). The US has always been 
the country where people could own 
wild animals as pets or for display in 
their private “zoos”. If you’ve got the 
money, you can buy almost any kind 
of animal.

Attempts by the federal govern-
ment to prevent or even just regulate 
this trade is resisted as “big govern-
ment” trying to interfere with the 
individual’s “right” to own whatever 
he or she wants to own.

The importation of monkeys into 
the USA is fortunately now illegal, 
but that has merely unleashed a local 
industry: the breeding of small pri-
mates for sale as pets or increasingly 
as substitute children. Breeders mate 
Capuchin monkeys, then when the 
baby is born, take it from its mother 
when it is only two or three days old. 
In the wild, Capuchin mothers keep 
their baby with them for two years.

These tiny babies look adorable 
of course and thousands of women 
have fallen for the idea that these are 
not wild animals but little children 
who will be toddlers for the next 40 
years – a forever baby!

The program intersperses cov-
erage of some of these “monkid” 
families with comments from natu-
ralists and other professionals, some 
of whom spend their time trying to 
rehabilitate the unfortunate products 

of some of these well-intentioned but 
woefully inappropriate attempts to 
“humanise” primates who have been 
bred for money.

What emerges most clearly is the 
appalling ignorance of the mass of 
the people in the US, and the reluc-
tance of authorities to act in the face 
of people claiming “to know the 
rights of the individual”. As some 
of the experts point out, what this 
fashion for “monkids” represents is 
actually cruelty to innocent animals.

And what does it say about the 
inadequacies of American life and 
culture that thousands of women are 
prepared to shell out over $5,000 for 
a monkid?

ABC2 is devoting the Christ-
mas week to comedy, from 

Sunday December 22 to Wednes-
day Jan 1. Most are repeats but 
included in there, at 9.20pm each 
evening is the world premiere of 
ABC2 Xmas Quickies, a series of 
short Australian comedies related to 
Christmas. I did not fi nd them very 
amusing. Take Superwogs for exam-
ple.

The ABC says that Superwogs’
players (Theo and Nathan Said-
den) “hilariously exaggerate ethnic 
stereotypes”, but I did not fi nd them 
“hilarious”. It needs more than exag-
geration to make racist stereotypes 
funny. It also needs wit, and subtle-
ty. Superwogs is comedy for those 
who cannot handle subtle, who need 
their jokes telegraphed and even 
explained.

What these programs need is 
a good, tough producer, who will 
encourage tyro filmmakers and 
comedy performers, but will reso-
lutely keep sending them back to 
the drawing board and not indulging 
them until they actually have some-
thing worth putting on screen.

Christmas is traditionally the 
time for schmaltzy stories 

with anything from a suggestion 
to a dollop of magic thrown in. Mr 
Stink (ABC1 Tuesday December 
24 at 6.00pm) is such a creature. 
With a cast headed by the very com-
petent actor Hugh Bonneville, this 

is adapted from a successful series 
of children’s books by David Wal-
liams.

The plot centres on the activi-
ties of Chloe, the elder daughter of 
an ambitious mother (overplayed 
gloriously by Sheridan Smith) and 
a put-upon father (Johnny Vegas). 
Chloe befriends a local tramp (Bon-
neville), which upsets her mother but 
results in Chloe (and the tramp) being 
invited to Downing Street to meet the 
media-hungry Prime Minister.

It is a kids’ fi lm and as such is 
well done, although not all the nice 
outcomes are entirely credible.

Mock The Week also has 
a Christmas special this 

season (ABC2 Saturday Decem-
ber 28 at 9.30pm), although, as the 
panel members happily reveal, it was 
fi lmed in October. The program is 
marked by the usual array of clever 

one-liners, extempore gags and 
banter between host Dara O’Briain 
and the panel. For my money, despite 
having fewer outright gags, Qi is fun-
nier.

In the depression years of the 
1930s, people who robbed 

banks got a lot of sympathy and 
even support from the general 
public, because banks were right-
ly seen as bastions of a heartless 
system that threw people off their 
farms or out of their homes if they 
couldn’t pay their debts, debts the 
banks had encouraged them to run 
up in the fi rst place.

Today, the scene is similar: 
lots of people are in difficulties 
and banks are just as unpopular. In 
Marc Evans’ telemovie Doors Open
(ABC1 Sunday December 29 at 
8.30pm), three middle class types 
decide to carry out a heist against 

a private bank. For reasons of their 
own – thwarted ambition, jealousy, 
even love – they plan to steal a chunk 
of a corporate art collection owned 
by the bank.

Stephen Fry’s character, Profes-
sor Gissing, has spent years building 
up the bank’s collection only to be 
told now that the bank is going to sell 
it. Sacked banker Allan (played by 
Kenneth Collared) just needs money, 
and wealthy art lover Mike wants to 
reclaim a painting he once gave to 
his girlfriend.

To help with their heist they 
enlist the help of a professional 
gangster, Charlie, but Charlie has his 
own enemies who also want money. 
In many ways a traditional heist pic, 
Doors Open is nevertheless well-
made and well acted and makes quite 
acceptable entertainment.

Continued on page 12
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In any country still ravaged by the 
effects of civil war and rampant ter-

rorism, Australia’s appearance of stable 
governance and peaceful political life must 
look like an ideal that others can only dream 
about. Appearances however can be decep-
tive, as we who live here can attest, but in 
the countries that imperialist intrigue has 
reduced to chaos and armed anarchy, the 
appeal of bourgeois democracy must be 
alluring.

The President Vs The Pirates (SBS 
ONE Sunday December 29 at 10.00pm) 
follows the campaign efforts of Abdirahman 
Farole, a Somali refugee who came to Aus-
tralia 20 years ago and then returned to his 
province and got himself made President. 
The program attributes his phenomenal suc-
cess to the infl uence of the clan elders, but 
does not explain how Farole gained their 
support in the fi rst place.

Farole wants to “make Somalia like 
Australia”, because he sees bourgeois 
democracy as the holy grail of political 
life and cannot conceive of anything better. 
Within his limits, he seems to be sincere, 
and he has had some success in combating 
piracy around the Horn of Africa and some-
what less in combating the Al-Qaeda affi li-
ated local Islamic militants.

One weakness in the program is that it 
does not trace the turmoil in Somalia back 
far enough, omitting its pro-Soviet period, 
which is when imperialism began to destabi-
lise the country, the process that eventually 
led to the civil war and the country’s present 
sorry state.

Jonathan Creek, the duffel-coated 
illusionist who lived in a windmill 

and solved baffl ing mysteries with bursts 
of intuition, has not been seen on TV for 
three years. He returned this year for an 
Easter Special in Britain which has become 
a Christmas Special out here: Jonathan 
Creek: The Clue Of The Savant’s Thumb 
(ABC1 Wednesday January 1 at 8.30pm).

The program is aware of the three-year 
hiatus: Creek is now married, and works as 
an executive in his father-in-law’s adver-
tising agency. His wife is oblivious to his 
detective skills, and anyway he claims to 
have given up that sort of thing. He has lit-
erally hung up his duffel coat. Only when 
his former off-sider Joey Ross (played by 
Sheridan Smith) comes to him with a van-
ishing-body-from-a-locked-room mystery 
is he lured into getting the duffel coat out 
of mothballs.

The program runs 90 minutes, but the 
script appears to have been originally writ-
ten for a different length of program. There 
are three mysteries in the episode, one con-
temporary, one that happened a couple of 
decades earlier, and a third one – a sort of 
tacked on coda – involving a UK govern-
ment hit squad trying to clean up a mess that 
in fact does not exist.

The third story simply does not fit. 
Either it should have been dropped and the 
program made as a one-hour show, or it 
should have been expanded and the show 
turned into a two-hour program. The latter 
might have allowed the character of wheel-
chair-bound Detective Inspector Gideon 
Pryke to be fl eshed out more satisfyingly (as 

it is he is played with panache in a thankless 
part by Rik Mayall).

It remains pleasant entertainment, but 
the script is obviously “wrong”.

One often wonders what goes on at 
script conferences when TV execu-

tives are planning new programs, especially 
new sitcoms. One imagines it must be some-
thing like this: “We’re thinking of starring 
Jack Whitehall in a sitcom. Any ideas?”

“We could make him a teacher; that usu-
ally works reasonably well.” 

“Great! But not just any teacher: a ter-
rible teacher.”

“Oh yeah – the worst teacher ever to 
grace the British education system!”

“Fabulous! I love it! They’ll piss them-
selves.”

Well actually they won’t. If that isn’t 
how Bad Education (ABC2 Thursdays 
from January 2 at 9.00pm) was devised 
then it had to be something like that. It 
strains after laughs and comic resonance 
constantly, but good comedy writing 
shouldn’t strain.

This show is not an example of good 
comedy writing.

Confessions Of A Wedding Planner 
(ABC2 Fridays from January 3 at 

8.30pm) is another example of misnaming 
a program in order to make it sound more 
interesting. Here there are in fact no “con-
fessions”. This is merely a four-part series of 
documentaries about the diversity of types 
of wedding in modern Britain, with its many 
multi-cultural and multi-ethnic infl uences.

Some weddings use a professional wed-
ding planner, some don’t. The fi rst episode 
features a Sikh wedding reproducing the tra-
ditions of the Punjab, and also a traditional 
Ukrainian wedding for Eastern European 
migrants Sasha and Vlod.

The cultural differences are mildly 
interesting, but there are no secrets being 
confessed here.

Racism in Australia has been encour-
aged to raise its head at different 

times, mainly when it suited the ruling 
class. Anti-Chinese goldfi elds riots, anti-
German sentiment in WW1, anti-migrant 
sentiment after WW2 (to keep the working 
class divided).

In the ’70s, as the Lebanese civil war 
raged, there was an infl ux of migrants from 
there into Australia, especially into Western 
Sydney. As under-resourced schools failed 
to cope with this infl ux and the ignorant 
among the Australian population found 
themselves having to cope with social 
change, racism got a new lease of life. In 
the schools, migrant groups, in the absence 
of alternative programs, naturally tended 
to hang out together. Gangs were a logical 
outcome.

Faced with violence from racists in the 
schoolyard and a child-raising tradition 
of not sparing the rod, Lebanese youth in 
the area of Punchbowl in Sydney became 
increasingly involved in criminal activity. 
Only petty at fi rst it soon became more 
serious and when organised crime entered 
the picture with drug traffi cking, Lebanese 
criminal gangs were off and running. An 
entire community was quickly smeared 
through the activities of a minority.

As the documentary series Once Upon 
A Time In Punchbowl (SBS ONE Tues-
days from January 7 at 8.30pm) shows, 
the growing problem was compounded by 
the crude approach of the police, who had 
no idea how to engage with migrant youth 
other than to belt them (just as they did with 
Australian youth).

Every misstep was seized on by the rac-
ists and used to feed the fi res of hatred more. 
The Cronulla riots were the inevitable out-
come. This is an important series, worthy of 
close examination. We may not agree with 
all its statements or all of its conclusions, but 
it is a good starting point for discussion. 
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Jonathan Creek played by Alan Davies – Jonathan Creek: The Clue Of The Savant’s Thumb 
(ABC1 Wednesday January 1 at 8.30pm).

Kami – Confessions Of A Wedding Planner (ABC2 Fridays from January 3 at 8.30pm).


