G

The Workers’ Weekly

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

Anna Pha

Bit by bit the slash and burn policies
being pursued by the Abbott government
are becoming more apparent. The public
service, Medicare, social welfare, public
education, trade union rights, wages and
working conditions are in the firing line.
We are being told “the age of entitlement is
over”, that we cannot afford to keep paying
age pensions, that wages are too high, that
workers must provide for themselves in
times of unemployment, sickness and retire-
ment. That the government must bow out of
anything the private sector can do, sell off
its assets and give the mining corporations
and developers a free hand.

We are expected to believe governments
can no longer afford the services and benefits
that they have provided for decades, despite
massive increases in productivity, the lower
costs of production of many goods and the
record amounts of wealth (and profits) being
created by workers. It doesn’t add up. Nor do
the reasons for government cuts.

Take the Productivity Commission’s rec-
ommendation that workers retire at 70. We are
told there is a “problem” — people are living
longer! We have an ageing population who
will be on the age pension for more years. So,
the proposed solution to this “problem” is to
extend the retirement age. It used to be 55 or 60
for women and 60 or 65 for men. Then it was
increased to 65 for men and women and now it
is in the process of being raised to 67.

No one is pretending that most workers will
find jobs at that age; it’s hard enough now for
50-year-olds to hang onto their jobs or find new
ones when sacked.

The real agenda is not retirement at 70, but
extending the pension eligibility age so that
would-be retirees are put onto unemployment
benefits instead of the age pension. Politically
that is far easier than reducing the age pension.

The unemployment rate (Newstart Allow-
ance) is a disgraceful $250.50 per week. (For
those over 60 who have been unemployed
continuously for nine months or more it is
$271.05.) Compare this with an age pension
including current supplements of $413.55 (base
pension of $375.85). That’s an overnight saving
of up to $163 per week. It also delays eligibility
for a Seniors Health Card.

Open season
on the ABC

“Self-provision”

At the same time eligibility for the age pen-
sion will be tightened. At present, the family
home is exempt from assets testing. Abbott, in
line with the conservative philosophy of “self-
provision”, is looking at including it when
assets testing for the age pension and aged care
services.

The idea is to draw on the assets held in
the family home, a form of mortgage where
the bank provides income for you to top up
your inadequate superannuation income, pay
for aged care, including nursing home charges.
Further down the track, when access to Medi-
care and public hospitals become means and
assets tested, then it could be used to cover
health expenses too.

That would let the government completely
off the hook, no age pension; you live off the
assets in your home and when you die, the bank
moves in and gets its money plus interest back
and your children miss out. In other words the
bank milks you during your working life as you
pay off the home loan and interest and then, on
your or possibly your partner’s death, the bank
takes it all back!

“Self-provision” in a nutshell.

“Self-provision” is not only a gift to the
banks but to the insurance companies who will
provide the various products covering periods
of sickness, unemployment or other income
support during times of need, instead of the
government. It provides the “savings” to fund
company tax cuts. They are already making a
killing out of the superannuation funds.

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
strongly opposes people’s homes being mort-
gaged over their heads in their old age. The
government has a responsibility to fund aged
care services and the age pension out of central
revenue.

The destruction of Medicare is also on the
agenda. This includes means and assets testing,
limiting it to basic services and forcing people
into private health insurance cover for medical
services.

The CPA supports the strengthening of
Medicare so that bulkbilling is universal, doc-
tors under Medicare are salaried and have the
time to address the needs of their patients,
including preventative care as well as other
services.

Public education
dealt another blow
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Don't sell out
our public

The issue is ideology not lack of money
or a budget deficit. The government could find
$15 to $20 billion overnight by cutting mili-
tary spending, ending the fossil fuel rebate to
mining companies and abolishing the private
health insurance rebate which subsidises pri-
vate hospitals. And there’s a lot more corporate
welfare out there to be cut, including tax rorts.

The government is serving the interests of
the big business, of the big banks and financial
institutions. There is no cash shortage when it

Convict meets
asylum seeker

comes to future corporate tax cuts. When Labor
Treasurer Paul Keating started the process, cor-
porations were paying 46 cents in the dollar on
declared profits. Treasurer Joe Hockey plans
to cut the company tax rate from its present 30
cents to 28.5 cents in the dollar in 2015, and
further in the following years.

The CPA believes the government should
be increasing the taxation of company profits
and the rich.

Continued on page 2
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The wildfire spread of
self-regulation

Fourteen months of on-again, off-again negotiations between
Coles and Woolies on one side and the Australian Food and
Grocery Council on the other have brought forth another entirely
voluntary code of conduct for the big two retailers and their suppli-
ers. The monopoly operators dodged the threat of an ombudsman
to regulate an industry plagued by complaints of anti-competitive
practices and bullying of suppliers. The Abbott government is
pleased with the outcome. It is an early indication of the hands
off approach the federal government will be taking in its promised
“root and branch” review of competition laws.

Parliamentary Secretary to the PM, Josh Frydenberg, has been
instructed to cut $1 billion worth of “red tape” costs from the
government’s bottom line. Regulation and oversight cost money
so self-regulation and voluntary codes are going to spread like
wildfire in the Abbott era.

“These are the types of action that we welcome because it’s a
voluntary code, which helps build faith in the industry, not red
tape,” Mr Frydenberg said about the outcome of the negotiations.
“The message we have been getting is that major companies are
very keen to push the red tape agenda.” And the Abbott govern-
ment is at one with big business on this and every other burning
issue facing the people of Australia.

The code of conduct for the supermarket giants needed a cloak
of decorum. Coles and Woolworths will appoint a compliance of-
ficer and report on adherence every six months. They will show
suppliers the principles guiding the allocation of shelf space. They
promise not to pinch brand name product ideas for the develop-
ment of their own private label lines. They won’t change the terms
of supply contracts retrospectively or push the cost of store theft
or shrinkage back onto suppliers. They won’t take payments for
stocking items, securing shelf space or promoting products as they
did in the past. We’ll see.

The National Farmers Federation hasn’t endorsed the pact.
The Victorian Farmers Federation still wants the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) to have dives-
titure powers over the players and clearer definitions of what is
abuse of market power. It points out that the previous voluntary
code was a flop for everyone except the big two supermarkets.
Why would this one be any different?

The ACCC is continuing its investigations into the big two to
determine if they engaged in “unconscionable conduct” with their
suppliers or “misusing their market power” by discriminating in
favour of their own brand products. The Commission is a very
late convert to the cause of investigating the sector.

Previous ACCC chairmen have sworn there is nothing wrong
with the status quo while everybody else could see clearly that
suppliers and consumers were being manipulated. Macquarie
Bank estimates that there has been a $1 billion profit transfer
from suppliers to the supermarkets over the past three years. The
recently hatched voluntary code is not going to address that sort
of market muscle.

A supplier, who preferred to remain anonymous, told The
Australian Financial Review that sooner or later something would
have to give. “If things don’t improve, whoever is enforcing it will
be given more powers, as we’ve seen in the UK where there is now
an ombudsman.” The sentiment is reasonable but it ignores the
fact that, despite their verbal gymnastics, Australian governments
represent the interests of big business. As in the UK, they won’t
intervene in the affairs of the monopolies unless they are absolutely
forced to by a united front of the people they exploit.

Until that is achieved, big business will keep pressing its ad-
vantage. In retail they will keep driving family businesses to the
wall, squeezing suppliers and pushing for the complete deregulation
of shopping hours as recommended by the federal government’s
Productivity Commission. The Abbott government’s policy trajec-
tory is predictable; the response needs to be strong.

PRESS FUND

What a shame the Abbott government had such a short honeymoon.
After only a few months in the job, their policies have already
drawn harsh criticism from parents, teachers, school principals,
asylum seeker advocates, environmentalists, Liberal and Labor
state governments, Indonesia, China, and the United Nations! Once
their bill to remove the carbon tax is defeated in the Senate they
may decide to have a double dissolution election. In any case the
Guardian team will have a big workload next year, for which we
badly need your help by way of contributions to the Press Fund,

so please send something our way for the next issue. Better still,
consider making it a weekly event! Our thanks go to the following
this week for their generous support:

MH $300, Allan Maarbani $10, Mark Mannion $5, Anna Pha $41,
“Round Figure” $14

This week’s total: $370 Progressive total: $6,900

Sheridan workers in Port Adelaide scored a well deserved win last week. Their four-day strike achieved pay
increases of 3.75%, 3.75%, 3.5% and 3.5% per annum across the four years of the next Enterprise Bargaining
Agreement and shifts that pay more respect to workers’ family responsibilities. Congratulations to all the members
who took the brave step to take collective action, and for all the support that came from other unions, including the
Maritime Union and the Meatworkers Union, families and supporters from the community. (Photo: Bob Briton)
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Workers told, provide
more with less

At the same time as pushing for
“self-provision” the government is
backing big business demands for
“higher productivity”. This is spin
for lower wages, loss of penalty
rates, increasing the hours of unpaid
overtime, and cutting conditions and
workers’ entitlements.

The government is having us on,
pushing for lower wages at the same
time as expecting people to save
more and provide for themselves
through insurance.

It doesn’t add up. People cannot
self-provide when their incomes are
halved or they lack job and income
security. It doesn’t add up because
it is not supposed to. It’s all rhetoric,
political spin designed to fool people
and sell unpopular policies.

One of the main aims of the
Australian Building and Construc-
tion Commission legislation and new
industrial relations laws to come, is
to weaken trade unions and organised
resistance to lower wages and loss
of conditions. Newman’s IR laws in
Queensland are an indication of what
Abbott has in mind. They are based
on Howard’s WorkChoices, but go
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much further in denying workers
their rights. (See Guardian #1620,
27-11-2013, “Corporate state agenda
— your rights threatened”.)

Childcare workers, on $19 an
hour, have just been told the govern-
ment is going to axe their promised
wage rise. Other community workers
expecting future instalments in the
equal pay entitlements will have to
fight if they are going to get more
federal funding to cover the increas-
es. Promises by previous govern-
ments mean nothing.

The CPA believes, in line with
international law, that trade union
rights are basic human rights, that
unions should have the right to
organise, to collectively bargain and
take industrial action without threat
of heavy penalties or being sued for
millions of dollars. The Party strong-
ly opposes individual employment
contracts and non-union enterprise
agreements.

There is another way

The real crisis facing the people
of Australia is the government’s
withdrawal from its social responsi-
bilities and bowing down to big busi-
ness demands to slash taxes and cut
public services.

The CPA strongly opposes the
privatisation of government services,

businesses and departments. Only the
public sector can provide services on
the basis of need, without the con-
flict of interests and cost-cuttings
that occur when the prime motive
becomes private profit. Public is
cheaper and better.

The government should be
focussed on expanding and improv-
ing public services, not sacking staff,
closing departments and privatisa-
tion. Governments have a responsi-
bility to ensure the well-being of the
people.

The CPA believes that all work-
ers who pay their taxes during their
working life are entitled to an age
pension which enables them to live
in dignity and enjoy retirement.

The CPA has the policies for a
different kind of society based on
social justice, democratic rights and
peace. They are affordable and real-
istic.

We invite you to join us, to work
with us and help build a strong and
vibrant Party. We know there are
many other organisations and indi-
viduals who have similar aims and
policies. We must join forces and
build the broadest possible move-
ment — a coalition of left and progres-
sive forces. &

Vic Williams was one of the best working class and communist poets of Australian
literature. His writing came from a lifetime of struggle and experiences, in particular
in industry and on the Fremantle waterfront.

Katharine Susannah Prichard wrote: “He fuses a passionate and sensuous vision
of the earth he knows and loves with thought, direct and forceful, about everyday
life and work of men and women. There is, | think, a high rare quality in Victor
Williams' poetry.”

Three Golden Giants and other poems contains some of his most popular poems. The
lines: | do not live with a divided heart. One love, one aim, once class my loyalty ...
from “The Undivided Heart” are illustrative of the direct and forceful approach. In
all there are 2| poems in the booklet, including “Delegate”; “Speak for Us, Pablo
Neruda”; “"Along the Waterfront”; and “My Baby Cries".

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 0296998844
shop@cpa.org.au www.cpa.org.au Pay Pal - cpa.accounts@cpa.org.au
Credit cards incl card type, name, number & exp date.(Min order $20) ~ All Cheques/Money Orders to “CPA”.
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Bob Briton

The would-be wreckers of the
last vestiges of public enterprise
have changed tactics. They used
to say the ABC lacked initiative
and flair; it trailed way behind its
private counterparts in terms of
innovation and the sort of magic
that the chance of mega rewards
can bring. Now corporate media
line is that the national broadcast-
er is a bully, daring to move into
new digital fields where fragile
private operations are struggling
to get a toehold.

And while the accusation that
Aunty doesn’t break enough stories
to justify its $1 billion budget is still
trotted out, the right-wing commen-
tariat has shifted to criticising the
sorts of stories it does break — the
treatment of Australian live cattle
exports and Australian spy agency
phone tapping of the Indonesian
President and his wife, for example.

Information sent in error by the
ABC to South Australian Family
MP Robert Brokenshire opened up
a new front for attack. Spreadsheets
with details of employees’ pay and
superannuation were included in the
response to a Freedom of Informa-
tion request. A staffer promptly sent
the material to the corporate media
where the information was analysed
and the worst spin possible put on the
unwitting privacy breach.

It was revealed that ABC person-
nel working at Ultimo headquarters
in Sydney were paid significantly
more than those in regional centres.
Women were still paid less than their
male counterparts despite previous
commitments to close the gap. Sub-
stantial pay cheques for high flyers
like TV presenters Virginia Trioli and
Leigh Sales were put in the shade by
Tony Jones’ handsome remuneration
package, presumably because he is
male. No comparison with pay rates
or practices in the rest of the industry
is offered.

ABC director Mark Scott (or
“boss” in tabloid speak) is accused
of being grossly overpaid, using
Comcar “limousines” that should be
the reserve of parliamentarians and
military top brass and overstepping
the mark in defending the broadcaster.
The decision to run some of ex-NSA
employee Edward Snowden’s rev-
elations of Australian spying in the
region during the Rudd era drew
heavy fire from the likes of Andrew
Bolt. The Libs’ most prominent
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on the ABC

cheerleader claimed broadcasting the
revelations was reckless in light of
the delicate nature of relations with
Indonesia. No doubt, if the ABC had
chosen not to go public, Bolt’s line
of attack would have been that the
ABC bureaucrats were covering up
for their Labor Party “masters”.

ABC News Director Kate Tor-
ney’s explanation that editors did
withhold one of the three items on
advice from two of Australia’s main
spook agencies was never going
to satisfy the “get Aunty” crowd.
There is a theme of contempt run-
ning through the editorials and opin-
ion pieces that comes from the top.
Former Foreign Minister Bob Carr
referred sneeringly to a “Greens/Left/
ABC/Fairfax point of view.”

There is a clear agenda being fol-
lowed here. Before the federal elec-
tion Abbott swore he wouldn’t cut
funding to the ABC or SBS. The gov-
ernment’s recent backflip on Gonski
school funding puts the Coalition’s
pre-poll undertakings in a new light.
The current campaign of muckrak-
ing and denigration against the ABC
in particular may well be part of a
softening up process for cuts to the
broadcaster’s budget and/or market
reach.

As ABC journalist Quentin
Dempster pointed out in a recent
issue of The Walkley magazine,
despite long-term erosion of the
ABC’s real term funding (down by
23 percent from 1986 levels) and
staff levels (from 7,000 to 4,600),
Aunty has racked up some impressive
results in recent times. It has unveiled
the ABC1, ABC2, ABC3 and ABC

News 24 channels and made content
downloadable via iPhone, iPad and
other mobile devices. Other content-
related “apps” are on the way.

Andrew Bolt calls this expansion
“metastasising”. Private enterprise is
feeling the heat from all this free-
to-air content. Faifax and Murdoch
are struggling to erect a “pay-wall”
around their offerings as newspaper
sales continue their plunge. Profits
are being squeezed so private enter-
prise loyalists are being rallied. The
ABC'’s contract for the Australia Net-
work is being queried again. Murdo-
ch’s hopes will be soaring that Sky
News will get the overseas broad-
casting gig in light of the manufac-
tured controversy over the decision
to air the Jakarta embassy spy news.

If the ABC had not “metasta-
sised” into new areas and held back
from breaking some troubling news,
the accusation would doubtless have
been that public broadcasting is stale,
lacking in initiative and so on. The
call would have gone out to privatise
the whole dreary enterprise and put
it out of its misery. Despite the best
efforts of many to achieve this objec-
tive, the scenario has not played out
and another line of attack devised.
Murdoch’s papers have called for
the ABC to be funded through a tel-
ethon similar to the PBS in the US.
Calls for outright, total privatisation
are still a bit “fringe” but that is the
ultimate objective in the corporate
boardrooms and the Liberals’ parlia-
mentary party room.

Australians will not give up
their public broadcasters without a
fight. @&
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Coal mine boss
appointed to land
and environment

agency

Maules Creek residents have
expressed dismay at news that
Whitehaven Board Member Tony
Haggarty has been appointed as a
director of the North West Local
Land Services Board, handing
him a key role in decisions on
natural resource management and
land-use conflict in the region.

Tony Haggarty was, until earlier
this year, also the managing direc-
tor of Whitehaven Coal. According
to the 2013 Whitehaven Annual
Report, he currently holds 33 mil-
lion shares in the company.

Whitehaven is the proponent
of huge open cut coal mine pro-
posed to clear approximately 2,000
hectares of native vegetation in
the Leard State Forest in the north
of NSW, and the owner of several
other coal mines in the region.

The Local Land Service will be
responsible for developing a frame-
work for assessing the cumulative
risk of mining on natural resources
in the Namoi Catchment, and will
also have the primary role in man-
agement of Travelling Stock Routes
— which are often targeted for coal
and gas mining.

“This is a classic case of the
NSW government putting the fox
in charge of the henhouse. A Board

Cuba

member of a company that has a
strong interest in expanding mining
across our region has been handed
a plum role in the organisation that
is supposed to be independently
assessing the risks of mining,” said
Phil Laird, local landholder and
National Co-ordinator for Lock the
Gate.

“As far as our community is
concerned, the Whitehaven Maules
Creek mine will have significant
impacts on our groundwater, local
environment and air quality. To put
a Whitehaven Board member in
such an important land management
position is grossly inappropriate and
speaks volumes about the govern-
ment’s disregard for farming com-
munities.

“There are also major concerns
that this appointment foreshadows
moves to open up Travelling Stock
Routes to coal and gas mining and
associated infrastructure develop-
ments.

“This appointment smacks of
a conflict of interest, and we’re
calling on the NSW government to
urgently reconsider and appoint an
expert without ties to the mining
industry to the role instead,” he
said. @
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blow

Tom Pearson

On August 29, Opposition spokes-
person for Education, Christopher
Pyne was adamant: “Every single
school in Australia will receive,
dollar for dollar, the same fed-
eral funding over the next four
years whether there is a Liberal
or Labor government after Sep-
tember 7.”

A few months on, the now Edu-
cation Minister, Pyne says he will
scrap the so-called Gonski reforms
(Labor’s Better Schools package)
and replace them with a “new model”
that will in effect slash spending on
public schools and feed the richest
private schools millions of dollars
more in funding.

The Gonski reforms will oper-
ate in 2014 as it requires legislation
to dismantle them. The plan is to
replace them in 2015.

The major difference between
Pyne and the ALP is over the amount
of funding and how it will be dis-
tributed between public and private
schools. There is no sign that Pyne
wants to abandon the privatisa-
tion agenda which is integral to the
Gonski package. (See Guardian #
1590, 24-04-2013)

Labor’s model attaches a base
amount of funding to each primary
or secondary student (a voucher
system), regardless of whether
their school is public or private.
The full amount would be paid to
public schools but private schools

Australia
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(including Catholic) would receive a
reduced rate according that particular
school’s ability to raise fees. In other
words schools charging $25,000 a
year in fees would receive less than
those charging $12,000 or $6,000.

Public and private schools alike,
would also receive additional funding
based on various measures of disad-
vantage such as Indigenous students,
number low socio-economic status,
non-English speaking backgrounds,
etc. So if a rich school took in Indig-
enous students, it would receive extra
on the same basis as public schools
would for the same students.

Pyne is set to cut funding and rob
public schools. He plans to punish
those states that signed up to Labor’s
package by ripping money off them

Don’t send Latifar and

A protest organised to support
Latifar and her new baby Ferouz
under threat of being returned to
detention in Nauru was held out-
side the Brisbane Federal Court,
119 North Quay, Friday Novem-
ber 29.

The hearing will determine
whether the Federal Court has the
jurisdiction to hear the case, and
if so, whether an injunction will
be issued by the court to restrain
the Minister for Immigration from
returning the family to Nauru.

Although, at the time the
Immigration Minister believed that
Latifar was pregnant with twins,
the Rohingyan family was sent to
Nauru from Christmas Island in
September.

Despite the Minister denying
she existed and his boosting the
maternal and neo-natal facilities
on Nauru, Latifar was evacuated to
Brisbane to give birth on Novem-
ber 6, enduring being separated
from baby Ferouz only four days
later when she was went to deten-
tion while the baby was kept at the
Mater Mothers.

“It is a disgrace that there
should have to be a court hearing to
prevent the Minister from returning
Latifar and her family to Nauru. The
conditions in the family camp are
shocking,” said Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee Action Coa-
lition.

“The heat is intense, but there
is no running water in the tent

accommodation area. Water is so
severely rationed, to get a cup of
water, asylum seekers have to walk
about 500 metres to the water stor-
age. Families queue for up to an
hour in the sun to get meals.

“The appalling conditions on
Nauru have been confirmed by the
latest report by the UNHCR. Nauru
should be closed and all asylum
seekers brought to Australia.

“We are particularly concerned
for the court to issue an injunction
because other detainees brought
from Nauru for medical treatment
have been removed from the Bris-
bane Immigration Transit Accom-
modation to Nauru without notice,”
said Rintoul. &

AEU calls for public inquiry
into impact of TAFE cuts

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) has called on the Victorian
Napthine government to conduct a
public inquiry into the full impact
of the cuts to TAFE, following the
announcement of 47 job losses and
the closure of the childcare centre
at Bendigo TAFE.

“The Napthine government does
not value the role of TAFE in pro-
viding access to quality education
and training,” said AEU Victorian
branch president Meredith Peace.
“In fact, they have cut over $300
million per year over four years to
the Victorian TAFE system.”

The AEU has accused Premier

Napthine of watching on as TAFEs
across the state are closing campus-
es, increasing fees, cutting courses
and sacking teachers and support
staff.

“TAFE plays a critical role in the
Bendigo community and has pro-
vided thousands of local people with
high-quality education and training
that has led to employment and fur-
ther study that has transformed their
lives,” said Peace.

“This announcement is devas-
tating for the community and will
deny career opportunities for many
thousands of people. The Napthine
government’s approach does not

consider the long-term impacts on
the Victorian economy.”

Peace said the public expects the
state government to invest in public
education.

“They must reinvest in TAFE
and the first step is to conduct a
public inquiry into the TAFE system
to review the impacts of the cuts and
to inform the development of a com-
prehensive vision for education and
skills training in Victoria.

“Victorians deserve the oppor-
tunity to tell Premier Napthine what
they think of his attacks and under-
mining of their public TAFEs.” &

to hand over to those who held back
— Queensland, Western Australia and
the ACT.

Not surprisingly, Liberal and
Labor Premiers who signed up are
furious. NSW alone stands to lose
more than $2.4 billion — around $2
billion from public schools and the
remainder from private.

Pyne plans to fund all schools —
public and private — the base amount
for each student, regardless of the
wealth of the school or parents. He
also wants to return to Howard’s
model of “socio-economic status”
loadings based on the postcode of
students instead of socio-disadvan-
tage. In effect Pyne plans to bleed
public education and pump private
schools with taxpayers’ money which
will only result in a widening of the
education gap.

Some private schools would
receive more in government funding
than they do now from fees! Private
schools would still be free to charge
fees over and above the government
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contribution with so-called parental
“choice” continuing to be limited by
ability to pay. This is a class-based
system. And religious schools would
be free to continue with their non-
inclusive, non-secular programs.
This would also set the scene for
the for-profit corporate sector to
move in.

Social disadvantage will never be
overcome by pouring more money
into private schools and slashing the
income of the already under-funded
public system.

Our future depends on providing
all children with a quality education,
one which promotes democratic and
collective values, multiculturalism,
and science as a means of under-
standing the world around us. To
achieve this goal, state and federal
governments should begin phas-
ing out funding of private schools
and provide public schools with the
resources they require to provide
free, quality secular education for
all. @

Pyne puts funding
for every public
school at risk

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) has expressed outrage out-
side the Ministerial Council meet-
ing on Education (November 29).
The Australian Education Union
has expressed outrage outside the
meeting on education.

“The Abbott government’s plans
to wreak havoc in schools funding
across the country are nothing short
of an outrage,” AEU federal presi-
dent Angelo Gavrielatos said today.

“We already knew that Tony
Abbott and Christopher Pyne were
trying to tear up Gonski, but today’s
revelations go well beyond our
worst fears — we’ve now learned
this broken promise would be borne
by public schools alone,” said Mr
Gavrielatos. “For the first time in
decades, public schools were look-
ing forward to extra funding, tar-
geted to student need - but today’s
revelations have put vast amounts of
much needed funding for Australia’s
public schools at risk,” said Mr
Gavrielatos.

“This is an affront to every
public school student, parent, teach-
er and principal in the country. It is
also precisely the opposite of what
the Gonski Review recommended.”
He said it would be entirely uncon-
scionable for any government to
respond to the Gonski Review with
a plan to rip money out of public

schools. But that’s exactly what five
Education Ministers reported Chris-
topher Pyne plans to do today.

“Christopher Pyne is ignoring
the evidence, the expert advice, and
the agreements in place. He is also
trying to break a clear and unam-
biguous election promise,” said Mr
Gavrielatos. The Gonski Review
recommended a sector-blind system
of funding schools, based on the
principle of need. It makes sense
that public schools, which educate
the overwhelming majority of
students from disadvantaged back-
grounds, are the major beneficiaries
of the additional funding recom-
mended by Gonski.

Five states and territories have
signed six year Gonski agreements
with the Commonwealth. Their
Education Ministers — Liberal,
Labor, National and Green — walked
in to today’s meeting determined to
see these agreements honoured.

“The December COAG meeting
of state and territory leaders will
be the next round in the battle to
see the promise of Gonski funding
certainty delivered,” said Mr Gavri-
elatos. “If Christopher Pyne and
Tony Abbott get their way, it is the
kids — the public schools kids — who
will lose out,” concluded Mr Gavri-
elatos. &
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Regional Rail Link*
Massive corporate handouts

Regional Rail Link (RRL), the
largest infrastructure project
under way in Australia, is a $5.3
billion new diesel suburban rail
line running from Werribee to
Southern Cross Station in Vic-
toria. At first glance you would
think that any new rail infrastruc-
ture would be a good thing but
planned as a “stimulus project”
in order to fund large handouts to
private construction companies, it
has been mired in problems from
the start, and is leaving behind a
trail of noise, air quality, amenity
and access issues for local com-
munities.

Economic stimulus vs
genuine rail project

By 2009 the capitalist economic
crisis was in full swing and the fed-
eral Labor government was tripping
over itself to hand out Keynesian
welfare to big business in the form
of cash bail outs and contracts for big
projects to keep them afloat. Soon the
Victorian state government began
to follow suit. In the 2009/10 state
budget, then Victorian Treasurer John
Lenders announced that Victoria
would spend a record $20 billion on
infrastructure projects over the next
four years in order to “stimulate the
state economy”. The Regional Rail
project was identified as one of these.

Declaring the RRL a major
project under the major projects act
was a calculated decision to allow
the project to be fast tracked and
avoid time consuming community
consultation. So it wasn’t until 2012
that residents from the working class
suburbs of Sunshine, Albion, Ardeer,
Sunshine West, Deer Park and Der-
rimut started to become aware of the
impacts of the new rail line which
would bring more rail traffic through
dense residential areas and yet pro-
vide no extra train services.

The community organised a large
community meeting in June to dis-
cuss the impact of the Regional Rail
Link and Fix the links: Residents Rail
Action Group was formed out of this
meeting. The meeting requested that
the state government and the Region-
al Rail Link Authority suspend the
project while they addressed our
concerns regarding noise, air qual-
ity, liveability, traffic and emergency
access.

What are the
problems?

The RRLA’s own noise, air qual-
ity and traffic assessments identified
that the noise levels will be above
the thresholds set in the govern-
ment’s new noise policy. They
know that diesel fumes, which are
now recognised carcinogens, will
increase dramatically. They know
that traffic congestion at level cross-
ings on Fitzgerald Road and Station
Road will be unbearable. They also
know that the boom gates will be
down by up to 45 minutes in the
hour during peak times. This project
is being rushed which is crazy when
they are building a rail line for the
next 100 years.

The RRLA are saying that these
issues will be addressed once the rail
line is built. We say it should be built
properly in the first place. We have
proposed many solutions. Some of
our proposals include:

Noise

A deeper cutting for the rail line,
earth mounding barriers, tree plant-
ing, double-glazing for windows are
all options that should be considered.
We don’t want the planned dirty big
wall running through our neighbour-
hood.

Diesel pollution

We want older, more polluting
rail stock to be retired. They could
bring forward the plan to electrify
the rail line to Melton and Geelong.
This would reduce diesel fumes and
provide for the transport needs of the
fastest growing areas in Melbourne.

Access

Station Road and Fitzgerald
Road crossings should have grade
separations. Melbourne already has
too many level crossings. Recently
two people have died at these cross-
ings. Furthermore, the rail line
should go under Anderson Road at
King Edward Avenue instead of clos-
ing this road.

It costs more to do the job prop-
erly. However, this way, you don’t
solve one problem and create many
more.

We have been talking to local
MPs, the capitalist press and the
RRLA. Yet the building continues
without addressing our concerns
and now three years on communities
along the length of the new line are
still fighting to have their concerns
heard.

So how did it
come about?

For a major project there was
little in the way of long term plan-
ning. Between 2000 and 2010, the
Victorian government released four
transport planning documents for
Melbourne but the RRL was not
mentioned in any of them. Paul Mees
from RMIT University appears to be
the only person who has done any
investigation into this lack of plan-
ning and he pointed out that the first
of these documents, the Melbourne
2030 metropolitan strategy, launched
in 2002 focused on land use planning,
with the transport content confined
mainly to “aspirational” statements.

Then in 2004, Linking Mel-
bourne: Metropolitan Transport
Plan listed a number of “rail net-
work issues requiring attention,
including the Dandenong line, the
City Loop and the approaches to
the loop through North Melbourne
Station.” Again there is no mention
of the RRL. This was followed two
years later by Meeting Our Trans-
port Challenges: Connecting Victo-
rian Communities. A new project was
included, involving expansion of the
main western line between Footscray
and Sunshine to three, and in the long
term four, tracks.

However, the RRL was not men-
tioned. The final report in the series is
the Victorian Transport Plan (VTP),
released only eight months later in
December of the same year. This
document substantially reversed
the public transport priorities of its
predecessors. No explanation for the
change was offered. In place of the
Dandenong line third track, the VTP
proposed two new major projects.
The first priority was the Regional
Rail Link.

Another key issue is the lack of
investigation of alternatives. Again it
was Paul Mees who was a lone voice
in pointing out that capacity exists
on the existing lines to significantly
improve the services and that full
and proper investigation of this does
not appear to have been done before
thinking about spending on such a
massive new project.

A Public Sector
contrast

Prior to the RRL, the largest
urban rail project in Australia for
decades had been the Mandurah line
in Perth, which opened in Decem-
ber 2007. In engineering terms, the
Mandurah line was a much larger
project than the RRL, incorporat-
ing 71 kilometres of new electrified
rail line including a tunnel under
the Perth CBD and 11 interchange
stations. The two CBD stations are
underground, while the nine subur-
ban stations feature purpose-built bus
interchanges and extensive park-and-
ride lots.

Patronage, at around 60,000 trips
per day, is above pre-construction
projections. Yet, the community con-
sultation lasted for 10 years and the
cost of the Mandurah line was $1.2
billion, less than a third the price
of the RRL (allowing for inflation)
(Mees, 2010).

Fightback

Successive Labor and Liberal
governments have shown that they
are only interested in creating inflated
projects to keep capitalism afloat and
for the class they serve to profit from.
They are not in the least concerned
with the impact of the project on the
community or the environment. As
the WA experience goes to show,
public ownership and control of the
project leads to greater cost contain-
ment, and greater accountability.

The Brumby Labor government
and the current Liberal government
exempted the RRLA from conducting
an environmental effects statement,
which means that long established
working class communities face
living with carcinogenic fumes, high
background noise levels and poor
neighbourhood amenity. However,
communities along the length of the
line are fighting back.

First in Footscray where resi-
dents stood up over poorly handled
housing acquisitions as well as noise
and air quality issues, then in Sun-
shine a community meeting attended
by over 80 residents outlined how
they would be affected by the new
rail line and demanded that works be
suspended in the corridor until proper
consultation had occurred. They also
demanded the electrification of the
line. More recently a group in North
Melbourne was formed to fight the
loss of service they will experience
as a result of this project. &

* Anyone who would
like to help out with
this campaign can
contact Geraldine on
0423 158 422
Fix the Links: Regional
Rail Action Group

www.facebook.com /FixThelinks

Increasing the retirement age is being put on the agen-
da as a necessary economic measure by people who
never lifted anything heavier than a pencil. It is clearly nec-
essary to access facts before adding anxiety to an already
nervous community. According to studies, people in full-
time work do more unpaid overtime than ever — seven hours
a week of unpaid overtime, three hours more than in 2009.
People who are unemployed and those with part-time jobs
are struggling to find enough work. People over 45 are par-
ticularly at risk of being unemployed for long periods. Age
discrimination continues to be a major barrier to being employed.

The Abbott government looks and behaves like a bunch of
clowns, especially on the international arena. The diplomatic
fall-out with Indonesia was quickly followed by China’s remon-
strating with Australia on its stance in regards Japan’s islands
dispute with China. Canberra was warned ‘not to take sides’ in
the dispute between China and Japan. East Timor would like
some explanations from Australia on how Australia might have
benefited by eavesdropping on crucial oil and gas econom-
ic negotiations. East Timor wants an international investigation
into what it described as “insider trading”. It is not a good look
for Australia and one has an impression that somehow no
attempt is being made to actually correct the situation and treat
our neighbours with respect, dignity and according to interna-
tionally accepted norms of behaviour. It may be that Australia
was too close for too long to the biggest bully of them all —
the USA — and has picked up some very bad habits indeed.

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics Indigenous
health has not improved much in the past decade. Life expec-
tancy in Aboriginal Australia still lags behind the non-indigenous
Australians with the gap of 11 years between the two. It is
alarming that there is an increase in diabetes, kidney disease,
asthma and osteoporosis. Aboriginal Australians are three times
as likely to experience high or very high levels of psychologi-
cal distress. There is an encouraging trend in smoking decline
among urban Indigenous people. Smoking rates declined by
10 percentage points since 2002 but it is still very high with 40
percent of Indigenous people aged over 15 smoking on a dai-
ly basis compared with 19 percent of non-indigenous population.

There is a report published by a US group called the Climate
Accountability Institute that claims BHP Billiton, a significant
producer of oil, gas and coal is the 19th biggest emitter of car-
bon emissions in the history of the world. BHP Billiton was
also a strident critic of the Labor’s carbon tax. Now it has been
revealed that it is working with the Abbott government on the
development of carbon policy. Never before have game-keep-
ers and poachers enjoyed such close cooperation, it seems.
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Convict meets asylum seel
Some lessons about history repeati

Peter Mac

I’ve been a prisoner at Port Macquarie,

At Norfolk Island and Emu Plains,

At Castle Hill and at cursed Toongabie,

In all those settlements I’ve worked in chains.
But of all places of condemnation

And penal stations in New South Wales,

Of Moreton Bay I have found no equal,
Excessive tyranny each day prevails.

Moreton Bay,
Anonymous.

Britain’s 18th century agricultural revo-
lution, and the industrial revolution that
followed it, caused massive social upheaval.
The pattern of war, boom and bust that
accompanies capitalism resulted in mass
poverty and unemployment.

It also caused rising rates of crime. Rather
than tackling the problem at source, i.e. the
greed, anarchy of production and rabid exploi-
tation that characterises the system, the Brit-
ish government’s response was to increase the
penalties, with a view to deterring the poverty-
stricken masses from committing offences.

The sentence for many crimes was hang-
ing, but the execution of large numbers of citi-
zens carried the risk of civil uprisings or even
revolution, as had happened in France. Death
penalties were therefore usually commuted to
life imprisonment, but this caused mass over-
crowding in British jails.

In 1786 the British government decided
to transport convicts to the newly-claimed ter-
ritory of New South Wales, thereby not only
ridding the nation of its unwanted poor, but
also providing the industrial muscle for devel-
opment of another profitable settlement that
would make up for the loss of the American
colony.

However, the decision didn’t act as a deter-
rent to crime. Like modern immigrants, many
of the convicts looked forward to creating a
brighter future in a new land. (Indeed, many
years later, when the decision to end transpor-
tation to Sydney was announced, there were
protest riots on the convict prison hulks.)

Seeking a further deterrent, in the early
19th century the government introduced a
penal “filter” system of graduated penalties for
repeated offences. If you committed a serious
offence in Britain you were likely to be trans-
ported to Sydney or another penal station. After
1826, if you committed a second offence you
would probably be sent to Norfolk Island.

If you committed a further offence there,
you would be imprisoned in the jail. A further
offence would land you in solitary confine-
ment or in the terrible “dumb cells”, where the
absence of light or sound often drove the pris-
oner insane. It was the nadir of British penal
history.

A shining light

Into this morass of institutionalised cruelty
strode Alexander Maconochie, an incorrupt-
ible and inspired penal reformer, who was also
a former Royal Navy commander and profes-
sor of geography. He had been a prisoner him-
self, having been captured by the French and

Convict Hulk at Deptford, 1826, engraving, G. Cooke dfter S. Prout.

force-marched across Holland in the dead of
winter along with his crew members, (many of
whom died), after which he spent two years as
a prisoner of war.

Maconochie arrived in Hobart in 1837 as
private secretary to the governor of Van Die-
mens Land. However, he subsequently wrote
a scathing report on the treatment of convicts,
which caused a storm of debate in Britain and
resulted in the loss of his position.

Nevertheless, he had gained support within
the British government and in 1840 he was
asked to take over as commandant on Norfolk
Island. The Hobart administration cooperated
readily, as they now considered him a loose
cannon with wildly eccentric and dangerous
views.

And he was! He believed that convicts
should receive an education and develop occu-
pational skills while in captivity, with a view
to their making a positive contribution to the
settlement and society in general. That directly
contradicted the penal orthodoxy that convicts
had to be beaten into mute submission, a policy
that usually led to embitterment and brutalisa-
tion.

Maconochie now had the perfect opportu-
nity to put his ideas into practice. He believed
that music and literature were essential assets
for prisoner rehabilitation, and just before he
left Hobart he found a music shop that was
going out of business, so he bought the entire
stock and had it loaded onto the ship.

Soon after he arrived on Norfolk Island he
decided that the prisoners should be released
for Queen Victoria’s birthday, and the astound-
ed prisoners awoke to find their cell doors open.

Maconochie implemented a new penal
system under which the convicts would be
entitled to an Island ticket of leave, regardless
of their officially designated sentence period,
if they earned a certain number of “marks” for
good behaviour and hard work.

He took steps to ease the transition from
convict to civilian life, and even encouraged
the prisoners to participate in juries during trials
of prisoners who had committed offences. He
often walked unguarded among the prisoners
with his wife and children.

There were shortcomings and mistakes, but
overall his experiment was remarkably success-
ful. Despite bad weather and plagues of insects,
after four years the island was productive and
orderly and morale was high. However, his
outspokenness, vigour and determination had
gained him many enemies, and his appointment
was terminated in 1844.

The old brutal system was reimposed on
Norfolk Island. Ten years later the sadistic
reign of the psychotic commandant John Price
was the subject of a shocking official report,
which finally provoked the British government
to close the Norfolk Island penal station in
1856.

Maconochie is historically significant as
a leading advocate of prisoners’ rights, and
his approach was finally vindicated. After
their release, convicts who had been “one of
Mr Maconochie’s men” were sought after by
employers because of their remarkably good
character. The practice of rehabilitating pris-
oners, then considered outrageous by many
observers, has now become established practice
around the world.

B

L S =T

Injustice, demonisation
and stereotyping

The struggle by Maconochie and others to
gain humane treatment of convicts offers us
many lessons, particularly with regard to those
other hapless immigrants, the asylum seekers
who arrive by boat. The treatment and experi-
ence of both convicts and asylum seekers have
remarkable similarities.

Working class people, who formed the
majority of convicts, had little opportunity to
defend themselves in court, and by today’s
standards their sentences were grossly dispro-
portionate to the offence.

However, the asylum seekers can claim an
even greater injustice, because they are in effect
imprisoned for breaking a law that does not
even exist. Despite references to their “illegal
entry”, there is no Australian or international
law against arriving unannounced without
travel documents, by boat or other means.

The convicts and asylum seekers have both
been subjected to stereotyping and demonisa-
tion. Commandant Price and many others
attempted to justify the brutal treatment of con-
victs because, they said, they were like wild
animals who would take over their places of
captivity and slaughter everyone else given half
a chance.

Likewise, the oft-repeated misuse of the
term “illegal” with regard to asylum seekers
also promotes the notion that they are innately
untrustworthy, inclined to criminal behaviour,
and/or for other reasons undeserving of sympa-
thy or humane treatment.

When news broke recently about an asylum

The treatment and experience of
asylum seekers
have remarkable similarities.

both convicts and
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seeker mother being forcibly separated from
her newborn child who needed medical treat-
ment, Tony Abbott expressed regret, but then
pointed out that she was, after all, an illegal
immigrant — by implication, she only had her-
self to blame.

Ending the secret
punishments

Oppression feeds on secrecy. The terrible
treatment of convicts was accompanied by the
deliberate suppression of information. Secrecy
was also facilitated by the remoteness of the
penal stations, which made visits by independ-
ent observers extremely difficult — just like the
current situation with people who want to visit
detention centres in Manus Island or Nauru.

Maconochie, on the other hand, drew
the wrath of the conservative establishment
because he publicised the failings of the system,
as well as his pursuit of feasible alternatives.

In a similar manner, more humane alterna-
tive approaches to the issue of asylum seeker
deaths at sea, such as Julian Burnside’s recom-
mendation for the establishment of process-
ing centres in key transit countries, have been
trivialised and dismissed by successive govern-
ments.

The secrecy which has become the byword
of the Abbott government resembles the offi-
cial silence that surrounded the treatment of
convicts at the penal stations. In both cases the
response of governments has been to banish
those involved to remote locations, and to sup-
press information about their conditions, or
even existence.

Moreover, in a reflection of the graduated
punishments inflicted on the convicts, the offi-
cial orthodoxy of successive Australian gov-
ernments in recent decades has been to punish
newly-arrived asylum seekers with penalties
that have increased in severity over time.

Under the policies of off-shore process-
ing and mandatory detention introduced by
the Keating government, asylum seekers were
in effect sentenced to indeterminate but often
lengthy sentences of imprisonment in detention
centres.

The severity of the punishments has been
increased with the reintroduction of temporary
protection visas which prevent family reunions,
the suspension of processing of applications
for asylum under the Rudd and Gillard gov-
ernments, and finally the detention of asylum
seekers on Manus Island or Nauru, with bans
on their ever gaining entry to Australia.

Only one application for asylum has been
processed on Nauru in the last 14 months. The
United Nations has warned that Australia is
in danger of being found in breach of the UN
Refugee Convention, because of the horrible,
squalid conditions of the Manus Island and
Nauru centres.

The history of the convicts in Australia
demonstrates the futility of this cruel, myopic
and self-defeating approach. However, the
success of penal reformers such as Alexander
Maconochie also shows that it is possible to
overcome reactionary policies which seem to
be entrenched and impregnable, like those that
have led to our appalling treatment of asylum
seekers.

It can and must be done. &
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Convict chain gang, undated. Engraving by Mansell.
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Norfolk Island convict Establishment, Kingston in 1818.
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Paddy McGuffin

BRITAIN: December 1 officially
signals the commencement of the
traditional season of goodwill and
peace to all men, and you can’t
help feeling that the message has
got lost somewhere along the way.
Ask most five-year-olds what
Christmas is about and you will
get a bewildering array of answers
mainly revolving around choco-
late and presents but with the
odd bit of confused and conflated
religious mythology thrown in for
good measure.

But it would seem that even the
least precocious child has a better
grasp on the subject than we so-
called grown-ups.

There are of course two main

tales that perennially do the rounds
at this time of year.

The first involves a weary couple,
one of whom was heavy with child,
who travelled from afar to the town
of Bethlehem due to bureaucratic
reasons, only to find that there was no
room at the inn. Instead the world’s
first IVF mother was forced to give
birth in a cattle shed surrounded
not by midwives and medics but a
mini-menagerie of farm animals and
various groups of itinerant bearded
blokes bearing gifts.

It’s a good job it didn’t happen
in Britain in 2013 or not only would
there have been no room at the inn
but they’d have been forcibly deport-
ed from the country in handcuffs.

“So Mrs, er Mary. If I understand
you correctly you say you are about

army HQ

Protesters in Thailand stormed
the grounds of the national army
headquarters.

The protesters said that they
were asking the military to support
their campaign to topple Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatra.

In a letter addressed to the army
chief, the protesters stopped short
of calling for a coup but urged
military leaders to “take a stand” in
Thailand’s political crisis and state
which side they are on. The crowd
0f 2,500 people stayed on the lawn
of the Royal Thai Army compound
for two hours before filing out
peacefully.

For the past two weeks, thou-
sands of anti-government protest-
ers have marched in Bangkok in a
bid to unseat Yingluck, whom they
accuse of serving as a proxy for her
controversial billionaire brother.

Protesters branched out to
several spots, with another crowd
staging a rally outside the headquar-
ters of Yingluck’s ruling Pheu Thai
party, where hundreds of riot police
stood guard to prevent them from
entering.

A separate crowd of more than
1,000 marched through central
Bangkok to the US embassy. Oppo-
sition MP and former finance min-
ister Korn Chatikavanij delivered a

letter denouncing Yingluck’s leader-
ship as illegitimate, in response to

a statement from Washington that
had expressed concern about the
protests.

Despite heavy security else-
where, the army headquarters was
apparently not expecting the pro-
testers, who had little trouble get-
ting past a locked iron gate.

“From what I understand,
there was a padlock on the gate.
They broke it and let themselves
in,” said army spokesman Sansern
Kaewkamnerd.

The government has been
reluctant to use force against the
opposition-led protesters for fear of
escalating the crisis. Security forces
have done little to stop protesters
who have been seizing government
buildings in an effort to force a
government shutdown while asking
civil servants to join their rally.

Crowds of protesters have
occupied the Finance Ministry and
others have remained holed up at a
sprawling government complex that
houses the Department of Special
Investigations, the country’s equiva-
lent of the FBI.

Demonstrators cut power at
Bangkok’s police headquarters and
asked police to join their side.
Morning Star &
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to give birth to the son of God, is that
correct? Bloody health tourists. And
you sir, what do you do for a living?
Carpenter, eh? Are you sure you're
not Polish?”

In fact Christmas goodwill is
thinner on the ground at the moment
than stray hairs on Michael Fabri-
cant’s carpet.

All the major parties appear to be
trying to outdo each other in the hate
speak stakes, as if they’re getting all
the bile out of their system before
pretending to be nice to people for
a few weeks — like bingeing before
Lent.

Thus we’ve had politicians of
all stripes engaging in hysterically
xenophobic howls of faux anguish
over the claimed influx of east-
ern Europeans to these benighted
shores. David Blunkett got the ball
rolling early by predicting riots in
his home city of Sheffield due to
tensions between the Roma com-
munity and the locals.

That presumably would have
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come as quite a surprise to the local
populous who probably have far
more pressing things on their minds
than indulging in race riots. Like
wondering how they’re going to get
through the winter without freezing
to death or how they are going to
be able to afford to put food on the
table.

Blunkett’s always been a bit of
a fascist but this is pure knee-jerk
Daily Mail hate-mongering. Manu-
facture a fake panic and then sit back
and watch it come to pass.

It’s a good job no-one told him
about Santa Claus ...

“F***ing Laplanders, coming
over here, using our chimneys and
eating our mince pies ...”

The second narrative which in
many ways has come to embody
the yule season almost to the same
degree as the nativity, is the tale of a
curmudgeonly miser who undergoes
a form of redemptive regressive hyp-
nosis to emerge a better, more caring
human being.

This, on the face of it, would be
a fairly straightforward message.
Basically, being a greedy bastard is a
bad thing. Even the aforementioned
five-year-olds could probably get
their heads round that concept once
you’d got them to stop putting Lego
up their noses.

Not so London Mayor Boris
Johnson who during the annual
Thatcher lecture this week issued
his fawning paean to the obscene-
ly wealthy. Johnson defended the
importance of “boardroom greed”
and “some measure of inequality” as
a spur to economic activity at a time
when the income gap between those
at the top and those at the bottom is
getting ever wider.

Basically what his waffling argu-
ment came down to was that some
people are too stupid to get on in
life ...

Yes, and then mummy and daddy
pay for them to go to Eton and they
become politicians.

Morning Star &

Public duped about
Royal Mail fire sale

Will Stone

BRITAIN: Business Secretary
Vince Cable “spectacularly
duped” the public about the sell-
off of Royal Mail, enraging postal
workers’ unions. Royal Mail’s
profits nearly doubled to £283
million in the six months before
it was sold off - showing that it
was clearly a public-sector success
and fuelling accusations that the
national treasure was sold off on
the cheap.

Shares were initially flogged off
for £3.30 but were soon trading at
£5.68.

Business select committee
MPs laid into Mr Cable for grossly
undervaluing the Royal Mail. And
postal workers” union CWU said the
figures showed clearly that it should
have been kept in public hands.

“These results are based on per-
formance when Royal Mail was still
in public ownership,” said general
secretary Billy Hayes. “The rise in
profits is further proof that there
was no need to privatise this suc-
cessful company.

“A profitable, successful and
well-loved institution was flogged
on the cheap when these latest
figures show it was healthy and
in good hands. The government’s
arguments continue to crumble.
These profits should be public
money, not paid out to hedge funds
and city institutions in dividends.”

Meanwhile the Unite union,
which represents 7,000 Royal Mail
managers, said the coalition had
“hoodwinked” the public by claim-
ing that Royal Mail was not a viable
business.

“It is clear that the chickens are
coming home to roost very quickly
for Vince Cable and he has spec-
tacularly failed the UK taxpayer,”
Unite officer Brian Scott said.

“Ministers alleged, wrongly
as it has turned out, that the Royal
Mail couldn’t operate successfully
in the public sector which was why
it needed to be sold off at what was
a bargain-basement price. Today’s
profit figures highlight how the tax-
payer has been hoodwinked by that
spurious argument and sold down
the river.

“The loser is the UK taxpayer
as the Royal Mail was a viable busi-
ness before the sell off - and now
money that should be flowing into
the Treasury for schools and hos-
pitals is going into the pockets of
private investors.

“Services and staff were
slimmed down so that profits could
be fattened up for the sell-off.”

Mr Cable attempted to defend
the privatisation at the select com-
mittee, “categorically” rejecting
claims that taxpayers had lost out
and assuring that it would take time
for the share price to settle down
despite it breaking the 500p mark
within a week.

He was grilled by committee
chairman Adrian Bailey, Labour MP
for West Bromwich West, about the
advice given to the government by
banks which later made a killing on
the shares.

Mr Bailey asked: “It begs the
question, what was their motiva-
tion? Were they conning you,
putting it bluntly?”

Morning Star &
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War games in ecologically
rich Mariana Islands

Zoé Loftus-Farren

The United States military
assumed control in the Mariana
Islands during World War II and
has been waging war on the envi-
ronment there ever since. Recent
proposals to expand the range for
Navy training exercises in this
archipelago in the north western
Pacific Ocean represent the latest
frontier in this battle, and could
be devastating to local communi-
ties as well as wildlife.

By many accounts, military
trainings have already had a tre-
mendous impact on the region that
is composed of two US jurisdictions
— the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands and the territory of
Guam. Military bombing exercises
have destroyed much of at least one
island — Farallon de Medinilla — and
naval exercises have impacted large
tracts of open ocean.

In 2010, the Navy training
range in the region was expanded to
encompass roughly 500,000 square
nautical miles of ocean. “Right now,
it is the largest range in [Depart-
ment of Defence’s] inventory,” says
Leevin Camacho, a member of We
are Guahan, a cultural and environ-
mental justice advocacy group in
Guam.

The Navy still wants more,
and is now asking to nearly double
the training range, extending it to
984,469 square nautical miles. It
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Bombing exercises have destroyed much of at least one island — Farallon de Medinilla — and naval exercises have impacted large tracts of open ocean.

has named this expansion — which is
part of the “Pacific Pivot,” a strategy
aimed at shifting the US military’s
focus to the Asia-Pacific region — the
“Mariana Island Training and Test-
ing” (MITT) area.

“[The expanded area] would be
larger than Washington, Oregon,
California, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona,
Montana and New Mexico com-
bined,” Camacho says.

“The Navy’s whole approach to
the Marianas is shoot first and ask
questions later,” says Michal Jasny,
senior policy analyst at the Natural

New air defence
zone in East
China Sea

Chinese fighter jets were scram-
bled and followed US and Japa-
nese planes that had entered the
newly-proclaimed Chinese air
defence zone in the disputed area
of the East China Sea, Xinhua
news agency reports.

Two US surveillance aircraft
and 10 Japanese F-15 jets were
“tailed” by Chinese pilots. China
ordered an urgent dispatch of its
Su-30 and J-10 fighter jets to an
area in the East China Sea after the
foreign aircraft “invaded” the air
defence zone, they said.

The reported intrusions came
in defiance of the East China Sea
Air Defence Identification Zone
(ADIZ), established by Beijing last
week. China’s move has triggered
outrage from several states in the
region and critical rhetoric from
the US, as the vast zone covers
disputed areas, including the islets
claimed by both China and Japan.

Earlier, the Chinese Air Force
conducted its first air patrol flights
over the zone, as Japan and South
Korea sent their own military air-
craft into the zone’s airspace in an
act of defiance.

China has stressed its deci-
sion to enforce the airspace iden-
tification zone — which requires
all aircraft flying over or near it
to identify themselves — follows
common international practices
and “is a necessary measure in

China’s exercise of self-defence
rights.”

No international flights will be
affected by the setup of the zone,
Chinese Air Force spokesman, Shen
Jinke, told Xinhua.

Japan and its US ally blasted
the decision as “unacceptable” and
rejected the “unilateral” declaration,
saying it would create dangerous
tensions. However, Chinese officials
gave a reminder that both countries
have long had their own ADIZ, and
that the Japanese never discussed
theirs with their neighbour.

“If they want it revoked, then
we would ask that Japan first revoke
its own air defence identification
zone and China will reconsider it
after 44 years,” China’s Defence
Ministry spokesman, Yang Yujun,
said in a statement posted on the
ministry’s website.

While possible action against
the zone’s infiltrators has been
vaguely defined as “defensive
emergency measures,” The Global
Times, a Chinese state media
newspaper, called for “timely coun-
termeasures without hesitation,”
should Tokyo violate the new ADIZ.

At the same time, the paper
suggested China could ignore viola-
tions by some other states, includ-
ing the US. Two US military B-52
bombers flew over the area without
prior notice.

RT &

Resources Defence Council. “We
know very little about the popula-
tions of whales, dolphins, and other
marine life around the Marianas. Yet
the navy is proceeding with a mas-
sive militarisation of the islands and
surrounding waters. It is grossly irre-
sponsible to proceed in this way.”

What we do know doesn’t bode
well. “We know marine mammals
depend on hearing to find mates,
to find food, to avoid predators, to
situate themselves in the ocean — in
short, for virtually everything they
need to do to survive and reproduce
in the wild,” explains Jasny. “[We
also know] that navy sonar has a
range of impacts, from disrupting
foraging, to causing hearing loss, to
fatally injuring whales and driving
them onto shore.”

The Navy estimates that expand-
ed training activities would cause
59 whales and dolphins to suffer
permanent hearing damage every
year. Thousands more would suffer

temporary hearing damage. Other
impacts include those on sea turtles,
fish, marine habitat, and the Mari-
ana Trench Marine National Monu-
ment. Environmental activists say the
exercises would violate the National
Environmental Policy Act and other
US environmental laws.

In addition to this ocean-based
training expansion, a separate Navy
proposal targets the vibrant Pagan
Island for destructive military train-
ing exercises. This island was for-
merly inhabited, but was evacuated
in 1981 during a volcanic eruption.
It is now home to roughly a dozen
people and many former residents
still hope to return and re-establish
their lives there. The island has
numerous endemic and endan-
gered species. The Navy has not
yet released a draft environmental
impact statement for its proposed
activities on Pagan Island. However,
advocates have launched a campaign
against the exercises.

“[Pagan] is culturally important,
anthropologically important, and
biologically important,” says Dr.
Michael Hadfield, a zoology pro-
fessor at the University of Hawaii.
“[And] when the military takes an
island for live-fire training, they
destroy it.”

A local human rights lawyer,
Julian Aguon, underscores this
point: “I situate what is going on
now as ... the latest incarnation of
a much longer geopolitical process,
and that’s been the militarisation,
the nuclearisation, and colonisation
of this whole side of the ocean, this
whole western Pacific.”

“This is our home,” adds Cama-
cho. “We really look at it not just as
fighting for dolphins and whales, but
we are trying to protect resources
that have belonged to our people for
thousands of years, before the US
military.”

Global Network &

Ryan Fletcher

BRITAIN: Justice Secretary Chris
Grayling has been forced to cancel
bids by notorious security priva-
teer Serco to run three prisons.
He blamed “uncertainty” created
by an investigation into Serco’s
public contracts following allega-
tions of fraud, putting a stop to
bids for Hatfield, Moorland and
Lindholme prisons.

Prison officers welcomed the
decision, which will keep the jails
public, but called for further action.
“Public prisons can be run efficient-
ly and effectively on behalf of soci-
ety,” POA union general secretary
Steve Gillan said.

“We will continue to campaign
on behalf of two public prisons
which have been privatised — HMP
Birmingham and HMP Northumber-
land — in order to secure their return
to the public sector.”

The Serious Fraud Office has
begun a criminal investigation into
the firm after it was alleged to have
overcharged the government for
electronically tagging offenders,
some of whom were found to be

back in prison, dead or abroad.

Serco and fellow privateer G4S
have been barred from new con-
tracts pending a wider review.

But Howard League for Penal
Reform chief executive Frances
Crook said private companies
should be kept out of prisons
entirely. “Running prisons for
profit means these multinationals
cash in on others’ misery, making
more money out of increased levels
of crime and a greater number of
people being held in overcrowded
cells,” she said.

“Grayling should go further
and continue to reverse the justice
privatisation tide currently being
witnessed across the country. Pri-
vate firms are often much better at
winning lucrative contracts than
delivering the goods.”

The cancellation of the prison
bids followed claims that a Serco-
run pilot for Mr Grayling’s push
to privatise probation had failed
massively. Staff cuts and shortages
have caused significant problems,
affecting court cases. The Minis-
try of Justice said there had been
“bedding-in issues” but insisted that

public safety “has not been compro-
mised.”

Probation officers said that was
rubbish, with the sell-off likely to
threaten public safety while pri-
vateers cream off money from the
most profitable parts of the service.
Members of probation union Napo
walked out on strike against the
plans last month.

Napo has promised more action
if its concerns are not met.

National chairman Tom Rendon
said probation officers in London
were “finding it increasingly hard to
enforce justice” because informa-
tion supplied by Serco was “incom-
plete or it’s late, or it’s of dubious
quality.”

The government had taken the
lowest bid, he suggested, “and now
the cracks are really starting to
show.”

Napo general secretary lan
Lawrence told the Morning Star
newspaper that the rejection of
Serco’s prison bids had “filled pro-
bation officers with a lot of hope”
that the trend will continue into the
probation service.

Morning Star &
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Condemnation of
torture and execution

Iranians do not have any rights
to object and protest. Bullets,
imprisonment and execution, have
been the answer from the Islamic
regime, a regime of more than 34
years.

According to the regime’s sta-
tistics, 225 prisoners have been
executed in the first 100 days of
the presidency of Hassn Roohan.
The majority of those killed, were
convicted of drug trafficking, or

economic crimes and ethical cor-
ruption, in a country, who considers
itself, the cradle of flourishing Islam.

After 34 years, nothing has been
left for some citizens of Iran, except
poverty, unemployment, ignorance,
superstition and misery. This leads
to people doing the wrong thing, to
obtain food for their families.

Instead of justice and economic
welfare, the regime, more than ever,
is pushing society towards destruc-
tion and waste. The Islamic regime,
doesn’t condemn and punish the great
economic mafias, which itself, plays
the biggest part. The poor people and
oppressed; communities, are paying
more for these chaotic, economic,
political and ideological crises, as
ordinary people are consigned to jails
and the execution fields.

Tens of thousands of intellectu-
als, liberals, political and ideologi-
cal opponents and followers of other
religions, have fallen, by death or
torture, especially in the years, 1980-
1988. In that era, especially in the
summer of 1988, thousands of men

Letters / Culture & Life

and women, died in the dungeons of
this regime.

The Iranian government has
systematically harassed, arrested,
imprisoned workers, students, law-
yers, journalists, teachers, women
and all those seeking freedom and
equality. Sometimes, people have
been released, when large financial
guarantees have been forthcoming,
from the prisoners, or their families
and colleagues.

Today, workers, students, women
and freedom fighters have risen and
are challenging the brutal Islamic
regime in Iran, for life or death. We
urge the progressive forces and free-
dom loving people to oppose and
protest against the Islamic regime.
Our people are determined to bring
this regime to the dustbin of history
and build a bright future, filled with
freedom, democracy and socialism.

We condemn executions in Iran
and call for the public persecution of
the perpetrators of those who com-
mitted crimes against the protest
movement. All political prisoners and

detainees in the past one or two years
and labour activists, must be released
immediately, without conditions. The
Islamic regime in Iran must stop rou-
tine execution and torture.
No to execution, no to torture
Free all political prisoners in Iran
Down with Islamic Regime in Iran
Solidarity Committee with
Iranian Workers Movement —
Australia
proletirianunite@gmail.com

Disgust and disgrace

The Abbott government’s
announcement that it supports
the expansion of Jewish settle-
ments in the occupied Palestinian
territories, withdrawing from the
UN order to stop “all Israeli set-
tlement activity in all the occupied
territories”, is a reflection of the
government’s complete submis-
sion to the big power politics of
the US and Israel.

It also effectively ends the Abbott

Guardian

government’s stated support for a
two-state solution. It is the billions
of dollars given to the Israeli state
by the US that makes it possible for
Israel to continue its occupation of
the West Bank, Gaza Strip the Golan
Heights and Southern Lebanon.

The decision gives approval to
the killings, beatings, arrests, depor-
tations, home demolitions and col-
lective punishments which Israel
perpetrates daily in the occupied ter-
ritories.

The US and its supporters pay lip
service to the need for peace in the
Middle East, but in the face of the
unconscionable Israeli actions they
bow to Israel’s oppression and dis-
possession of the Palestinian people.

That Abbott is also going to
reject that Israel is an “occupying
power” and so should not be forced
to comply with the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, piles disgust on top of
disgrace.

T Southern
Brisbane

Rob Gow

by

Movie violence
and celebrating

WWwWi

According to a new study of American
movies aimed at children, the level of gun
violence in films rated PG-13 (parental
guidance recommended for children under
13) has more than tripled since 1985.
PG-13 movies are big business in the US.
The seven top-grossing movies last year were
all rated PG-13, and PG-13 movies took in
US$5.7 billion at the box office — more than
50 percent of total box office revenue — despite
being less than 20 percent of the titles released.
Clearly, action sells, and especially action
with violence. Dan Romer, one of the authors
of the study and Director of the Adolescent
Communication Institute at the Annenberg
Public Policy Centre, acknowledged this,
saying: “Violence sells. We recognise that,
and the movie industry realises it.” Critics of
the rating system in the USA say it is tougher
on sex than it is on violence. “It’s disturbing
that PG-13 movies are filled with so much gun
violence”, says Romer. “We know that movies
teach children how adults behave, and they
make gun use appear exciting and attractive.”
Apparently conscious that opposing guns
and gun violence in the US is like pushing
excrement uphill with a stick, Romer concluded
rather wistfully, “We just think that violence,
especially the kind being shown with guns,
should be thought of a little more critically.”
The question of the extent to which viewing
action movies involving gun violence actually
influences violent behaviour has been argued
for decades, ever since Porter’s The Great Train
Robbery in the early 1900s. Today, debating
the merits or otherwise of letting young people

Liam Neeson in Taken 2 — a very violent film but still getting a PG-13 rating.

watch simulated gun killings in cinemas seems
moot when the lobbies of those cinemas, and
the amusement arcades to be found in most of
the shopping complexes associated with them,
feature electronic and very cinematic “games”
where the kids not only see shootings but
actually learn how to stand and aim and shoot
to kill lifelike “baddies” in large numbers.

However, to blame violence in the movies
for violence in real life is simplistic and diverts
attention from the real causes. Chris Ferguson,
the Chair of the Psychology Department at
Stetson University in Florida, believes that
blaming the movies distracts people from
“more probable causes of gun violence like
poverty, educational disparities and mental
health”.

In the USA, where the various police
forces all share a common behaviour pattern,
that of an army of occupation keeping the poor
(especially the coloured poor) under control,
and where it is known that the justice system
treats the rich very differently to the poor,
respect for law and order is minimal at best.

Nevertheless, the commonsense reaction of
most people — that viewing copious numbers
of violent deaths nightly for “entertainment”
cannot be socially healthy — is almost certainly
true. It is the conclusion that is generally drawn
from this that is questionable: watching action
films will probably not make you want to go
and kill someone with a gun.

But if you are raised on a diet of TV and
movies in which the problems of life are
routinely solved by resorting to violence and
“blowing the bad guys away”, you are more

likely to think that that is how the problems
of life should be tackled. And if things don’t
go your way and your life reaches some sort
of climax, the desperate gesture of “taking
your guns to town” and confronting everyone
who could be seen as your “enemy” becomes
reasonable, even romantic.

Knowing who are the real villains in
society, knowing why social problems arise
and having confidence in the might of the
people to overcome them is the reason very few
Communists ever run riot in a shopping mall
with a gun. It is a phenomenon that is firmly
rooted in the ethos of capitalism.

Speaking of gun violence, next year is
the anniversary of the outbreak of WW1, and
already the ruling class is preparing to celebrate
the occasion with literally all flags flying.
British PM David Cameron has announced
a budget of millions of pounds to “mark the
anniversary” and has compared it to the
celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee. But not
everyone — thankfully — sees the Great War as a
cause for celebration. One of those is the senior
interviewer for the BBC’s Newsnight program,
Jeremy Paxman.

Appearing on Graham Norton’s chat show,
Paxman snorted: “Only a complete idiot would
celebrate such a calamity. Three quarters of a
million men never came back to this country.
Millions of men served. Millions of men were
wounded mentally and physically. No one
would celebrate that. It was just Cameron’s
clumsy use of language.”

Even with Paxman’s caveat that “it was
just Cameron’s clumsy use of language”,

Downing Street was outraged and demanded
an apology from the BBC staffer. “Mr Paxman
should make a full and public apology for his
comments. He should make it clear to BBC
viewers and license fee payers that his remarks
were inaccurate and ill-founded. This sneering
and aggressive approach is one of the reasons
many people are put off politics.”

Note that the substantive issue — whether
the slaughter of WW1 in pursuit of markets
and colonies was something to celebrate — was
ignored by Downing Street’s rep (a senior
aide, Rob Wilson, MP) in order to concentrate
on taking umbrage that Paxman implied that
Cameron was a “complete idiot”.

As for the reasons many people are put
off politics, I suggest that has a lot more to do
with Cameron’s complete indifference to the
plight of the poor in Britain and his obvious
intention to create a lot more of them. His
government’s harsh “austerity measures”,
their attacks on disabled people (taking away
disabled parking rights, for heaven’s sake), the
arrest of a woman demonstrator for displaying
a banner accusing the Work and Pensions
Secretary Ian Duncan Smith of having “blood
on his hands”, and recent UK police actions
against the high profile campaigning group
Disable People Against the Cuts, not to mention
attacks by security agencies on the press
seeking unchecked and unfettered access to all
electronic communications.

Cameron is not an idiot, he is just anti-
working class. &
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y wife and I have owned a

large number of dogs over
the years, but we have a special place
for the two dingoes we acquired from
Wyong Pound, one of which actually
had a pedigree from a dingo breeder!
Our favourite was Danny, who was
intensely loyal and devoted, a lovely
dog.

It was clear from the beginning,
however, that the dingo’s instincts
were not the same as those of your
ordinary domestic canine. Not only
was its physiology different, but its
manners were sometimes more akin
to those of a cat than a dog.

Australia’s native dog is the
subject of a very interesting investiga-
tion by farmer and dog trainer Dave
Graham, Dingo: Wild Dog At War
(ABC1 Sunday December 8 at
7.30pm). (Graham is also a former
model and Big Brother contestant,
who created a mild sensation by
coming out as gay on national
television.)

The program is cleverly
constructed, allowing the more
outspoken farmers — to whom the
only good dingo is a dead one — to
have their say early in the program
(including the guy who says “I don’t
think it is even a native animal”).
Only then does it start to insert
the views of scientists and station
owners where dingoes are not treated
as the enemy. The contrast is quite
remarkable.

Before the arrival of the dingo,

some three to five thousand years
ago, the top predator in Australia
was the marsupial lion followed by
the marsupial wolf or thylacine. The
lions died out when the Aborigines
killed off the mega fauna, but the
thylacine was top predator until the
arrival of the dingo, a more powerful,
more able and faster predator (there
are some remarkable aerial shots in
this program of a dingo running flat
out at 60 kilometres — effortlessly).
Unable to compete with the dingo,
the thylacine died out on the
mainland only surviving in Tasmania
until it was wiped out by farmers in
the 1930s.

Dave Graham visits a cattle
station where dingos are allowed to
coexist without molestation. Sure,
they take the occasional calf, says the
manager, but they keep down all the
rabbits, foxes and cats, allow bush
to regenerate around watering points
by encouraging cattle not to linger,
and bring back all the small native
animals that otherwise the cats and
foxes kill.

Clearly, for cattle properties, a
well-established, stable dingo pack
will keep the ecology of the property
in balance and improve its overall
health. He also visits a property in
Victoria where dingoes almost drove
a sheep farmer to the wall, until he
invested in a group of Maremmas
as flock guards. These formidable
white dogs from Italy were bred to
protect sheep and goats from wolves,
and they do just as splendid a job
protecting sheep from dingoes.

There was a time when farmers in
this country shot every wedge-tailed
eagle that came their way (proudly
displaying the birds’ carcases at their
property gates as a sort of badge
of honour). It took the CSIRO to
prove that the main diet of wedgies
was not lambs but rabbits before
prejudice and “common knowledge”
could be overcome. Hopefully, if
enough farmers see this program, we
may be able to persuade them that
flock guards in sheep country and
coexistence in cattle country is to the
benefit of everybody, and the foolish

Worth Watching

Dingo: Wild Dog At War (ABC1 Sunday December 8 at 7.30pm).

practice of the wholesale laying of
poison baits by air for dingoes will
cease.

gatha Christie was a prolific

writer of murder mysteries,
but her tales leave a lot to be desired.
In the latest series (the sixth) of the
clumsily-titled Agatha Christie
MARPLE (ABC1 Sundays from
December 8 at 8.30pm) she starts
more hares running than you would
think possible, and yet when you
have sorted them out the plot remains
a standard murder-among-guests-
at-a-hotel piece of flummery. (The
ABC in referring to the series calls
it Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple but
that is not the title that appears on the
screen.)

The new series comprises three
feature-length episodes, the first of
which is called 4 Caribbean Mystery.
Despite being set in the Caribbean,
it appears to have been filmed on a
very small beach between some large
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rocks on the Cornish coast, making
this “holiday resort” look like a neat
little stage set.

Julia McKenzie is beginning
to show her age, but as the elderly
amateur detective Miss Marple this
is hardly a handicap. By this stage
of her career she could probably
phone in her performance and still
do a perfectly adequate job. It is, as
usual, up to the talented supporting
actors to provide the real colour and
nuances of character that are needed
to embellish this kind of plot, and
there are a number of familiar faces
from numerous other British drama
series. We may not know their names
but we have seen them often enough!

hen one thinks of Iran one

does not usually think of
national parks and the problems of
preserving Central Asian wildlife, but
as Wild Iran (SBS ONE Saturday
December 14 at 7.30pm) shows us,
there is a great deal here that needs
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to be protected. Unique animals that
once roamed all over Asia but are
now confined to Iran, like the Asian
Leopard, the Asian Cheetah, the
Asian Red Deer and many more.

The program follows Iranian-
born wildlife photographer Benny
Rebel, who returned to Iran to make
a tour of all the country’s wildlife
reserves. The cinematography is
excellent. In many sequences, the
wildlife is related to the people living
there as well, which puts the national
park scenes into a cultural context.

One sequence shows a motor-
way that has been built right
through the middle of a national
park, splitting it in two with almost
certainly calamitous effects on the
future of wildlife genetics on either
side of the divide that has been
created. It should be the spark for
an international campaign, although
Iran has other more serious matters to
worry about right now. &
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Holiday reading & gift ideas
The editor’s selection

Looking for some gift ideas or just think-
ing about catching up with some reading
over the summer break? Then why not
shop where your money counts, rather than
feed the troughs of the multinationals! The
Communist Party of Australia has a range
of T-shirts, DVDs and books, including
Marxist-Leninist classics, working class
struggles, the environment, women’s issues
and cultural works.

T-shirts

T-shirts always make popular and practical
gifts. “Improve your Marx” (white shirt with
black text) and Che Guevara (red or white with
black graphic) are popular with students. “We
are the 99%” takes up the Occupy Movement
theme (white with black text). If you are look-
ing for something very Australian, the classic
white on blue Eureka T-shirt is a winner.

On a more classic, revolutionary theme, the
Lenin T-shirt (red or white with black graph-
ic) or the CPA’s own red T-shirt with a small
yellow logo which includes the hammer and
sickle and Southern Cross stars are also very
popular. T-shirts are $25 each, sizes M-XXXL.

DVDs

Battleship Potemkin is considered one of
the most important and influential films of all
time, as well as possibly Sergei Eisenstein’s
greatest work. It tells the story of the mutiny
on the Russian ship Prince Potemkin during the
1905 uprising against the Tsarist regime. It was
banned in many countries, particularly fascist
Germany, Italy and Spain, and even Britain up
until 1954! The film brought Eisenstein’s theo-
ries of cinema art to the world in a powerful
showcase; his emphasis on montage, his stress
of intellectual contact, and his treatment of the
mass instead of the individual as the protago-
nist. The DVD also includes another of Eisen-
stein’s films, The General Line. $20.

Or how about eight films by Sergei Eisen-
stein on four DVDs for just $60. The other
films are: October 1917, The Strike, Alexander
Nevski, Que Viva Mexico!, Ivan the Terrible
(Parts 1 & 2).

The Guardian is offering a very special
DVD, Interview with Peter Symon, former
General Secretary of the CPA and great ideo-
logue, Peter Symon, was recorded in Sydney
in 1994 by Avante Media Australia. It covers a
range of topics, including domestic and interna-
tional politics, the role of the Party, trade unions
and runs for 95 minutes. Proceeds of this DVD
go to the Guardian Press Fund. $25.

Classic Protest Songs from the Smithso-
nian Folkways is one of my favourite CDs.
Twenty-two songs from anti-war, civil rights,
labour, farm workers, and other struggles with
great artists including Woody Guthrie, Lead
Belly, Janis Ian, Big Bill Broonzy, Pete Seeger,
Barbara Dane, Guy Carawan, Phil Ochs, ring-
ing out with calls for peace and justice. $20.

Books

Eureka and Beyond: Monty Miller — his
own story is a first-hand account of one of
Australia’s most historic events written in a
colourful and entertaining style. At a young
age Monty Miller fought and was wounded
in the Eureka Stockade in 1854. At 85 he was
sentenced to six months hard labour for his
leadership in the anti-conscription struggles
in 1917. As well as Monty’s own description
of the Eureka Stockade, the book contains
extracts from “Labour’s Road to Freedom”

with an introduction by Katharine Susannah
Throssell (Pritchard). There is an introduction
by Vic Williams along with his poem “Are You
Ready Monty Miller?” $21.

Slipped Through the Net — The story of
Melrose Desmond Donley by Elly Inta tells
the story of a ward of state who was taken from
his mother at the age of six months. Des was
in and out of foster homes and then on to the
harsh realities of a Salvation Army Orphanage.
At 15 he was farmed out to a family as virtual
slave labour, working from 3:30 in the morning
until 9 at night, sleeping in a shed with a prick-
ly straw pillow. He became a union delegate,
joined the Communist Party and spent a life
fighting for others. The fair skinned Des was
in his 60s when he learnt of his Aboriginality.
Up until his death at 95, he was still fighting for
his stolen wages. $26.

Women, Race & Class by the Black Ameri-
can activist Angela Davis. It gives the best
insight into the links between women’s issues,
racism and the class struggle that I’ve ever read.
It contains a fascinating historical background
on slavery and the emancipation struggle of
Black women in the US, Communist women
and women’s rights. It is an extremely educa-
tional and interesting book on women’s issues.
$30.

How often do you hear claims that Marx-
ism is irrelevant to environmental issues! Red
Roots, Green Shoots by Virginia Brodine puts
a lie to this claim providing a Marxist approach
to saving the planet. The first part of the book
contains a collection of writings from newspa-
per columns, articles from the US Communist
Party’s People’s Weekly World and speeches.
Part II is the text of a second edition of People
and Nature Before Profits.

The author recognises the important role
that workers have to play on the job and in their
communities to protect life on our planet, end
the threat of nuclear destruction, and to create a
socialist economic system that does away with
the profit motive. $19.

Capitalism

Can Capitalism Last? A Marxist Update
by Daniel Rubin could hardly be more topical.
The book seeks to show why the influence of
Marxism and socialism is growing and what
value they have for the working people and the
struggle for a better life. It brings together the
major subjects of Marxism while dealing with
contemporary developments. It was written
before the most recent changes in the Middle
East and Europe but is nonetheless very rel-
evant. $20.

Today, with the rapid shift to the right in
politics and the question of how to fight back
high on the agenda, look no further than Len-
in’s classics: On Imperialism and Imperialists;
What is to be Done; One Step Forward — Two
Steps Back; and “Left-wing” Communism,
an Infantile Disorder. They take up important
questions such as who revolutionaries should
work with, tactics and strategy, methods of
struggle, organisational principles and tasks
facing a revolutionary party, and the differenc-
es between revolutionary parties and parties of
social reform. All four for $25.

An Illustrated History of the Great
October Socialist Revolution: 1917 Month
by Month is exactly what its title suggests.
This hardcover book offers almost 400 pages
of historic photos and text, month by month
throughout the year 1917. There are many clas-
sic photos and others that are not so familiar.
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Battleship Potemkin and The General Line for just $20.

The text gives a blow-by-blow description of
developments. It is a book that can be read from
cover to cover or just picked up to study the
photos and sections of the text. $30.

For anyone wishing to demystify politi-
cal economy or deepen their understanding,
then People vs Profits (Volume 1), a collec-
tion of short pieces by the late Victor Perlo is
just the book. The articles first appeared in the
People's Weekly World newspaper of the Com-
munist Party, USA. They deal with very impor-
tant issues including labour and industry, social
security, racism, oil, taxes, finance and although
some date back to 1961, are remarkably topi-
cal, which says something about the capitalist
system! $32

Another book by Victor Perlo, Super Prof-
its and Crises: Modern US capitalism, applies
Marxist Leninist theory to contemporary issues,
in a simple meaningful manner. $27.

No revolutionary’s bookshelf is complete
without the Communist Manifesto by Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels. $7.

In the spirit of giving, every T-shirt or book
order will receive a free copy of Hot Earth

which puts the CPA’s case for planning and
regulation to deal with the climate crisis.

The best present of course is a subscription
to the Guardian. See page 11 for details.

And while you’re in the mood for giving,
don’t forget the Press Fund!

Cheers.

Tom Pearson

All prices include
postage & packaging within Australia
To Order:

74 Buckingham St,
Surry Hills, NSW 2010

Ph 0296998844 Fax 02 9699 9833

shop@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au/shop-at-cpa

Pay Pal - cpa.accounts@cpa.org.au

Credit cards incl card type, name, number & exp date.
Minimum credit card payment is $20.
All Cheques/Money Orders to “CPA”.
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