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Bob Briton

In very short order, the Abbott govern-
ment has trashed relations with Indonesia
and cemented Australia’s reputation for
arrogance in the region. Strained ties with
our nearest neighbour have been stretched
to the limit in recent weeks as “Operation
Sovereign Borders” gets underway. The
implementation of the demagogic election
promise to “turn back the boats” carry-
ing desperate asylum seekers has deeply
offended Indonesian authorities. Revelations
of wire-tapping espionage operations run
out of the Australian Embassy in Jakarta
have worsened an already tense situation.

The lifting of the lid on Australian spying
in Jakarta and other regional capitals has drawn
a lot of attention and comment. East Timorese
Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao let fly on
the subject during the recent Bali Democracy
Forum, attacking “powerful countries who
shamelessly violate the civic rights of other
countries.” The forum was held at the same
venue used for the 2007 climate change negotia-
tions, which was bugged by the US at the time
of the haggling.

At the time of writing it was revealed that
the Australian Signals Directorate has been lis-
tening in to the Indonesian President’s personal
mobile phone.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop postponed a
press conference due to be held in conjunction
with the Forum. Abbott government figures are
running scared of the Indonesian press who have
been giving voice to the people’s concerns for
the sovereignty of their country wrested, as it

was, from colonial powers after centuries of
struggle. Indonesian Foreign Minister Dr Marty
Natalegawa said that the official Australian
stance of neither confirming nor denying the
spooking was not good enough.

Abbott has dismissed media questions about
the seriousness of the wire-tapping scandal. He
insists all countries gather information about one
another and that, if it is happening, Australian
authorities would only use it for good ends. The
assumption he would like people to make is that
the intelligence being gathered is used to foil
terrorists and people smugglers. The Indonesians
are not inclined to believe him.

“We are currently experiencing the high-
est levels of training and exercising between
Australian and Indonesian defence forces in
the past 15 years,” a spokeswoman for Defence
Minister David Johnston said in another effort
to brighten public perceptions of the diplomatic
embarrassment. Increased military involvement
is irrelevant to the spat developing between the
two countries. It is part of the US military’s
“Pivot” to the region designed to contain the
growing influence of China. Australia and
Indonesia are both very junior partners in those
plans and governments can be guaranteed to do
as they are told in pursuit of US ambitions in
the Asia-Pacific.

In the meantime, media reports have been
dominated by the issue of boat arrivals. The
government has sought to justify the secrecy
surrounding the efforts to turn them back, claim-
ing that it would be improper to comment on
“operational matters”. Abbott said he was not
about to provide “a shipping news service to
people smugglers.” Immigration Minister Scott
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Morrison recently announced that Operation
Sovereign Borders Commander General Angus
Campbell will no longer be present for the
entire weekly briefing. Nothing is going to be
left to chance in selling the “success story” of
the Operation. Arrivals are claimed to be down
by around 75 percent since the offensive began
in September.

Labor has avoided the moral high ground on
the issue. Bill Shorten insists the dip in arrival
numbers is due to the Rudd government’s cruel
deterrent known as the PNG Solution. Labor is
honing in on Abbott’s lack of transparency on
this and several other electorally sensitive issues.

Boat numbers are also in dispute between
the Australian and Indonesian governments.
Abbott and Morrison are clearly frustrated that
Indonesian authorities aren’t keen to cooperate
with “Operation Sovereign Borders”. They
needn’t look surprised — Indonesian officials
made their attitudes plain during the election
campaign when the Coalition was making its
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unilateral pronouncements on how the burden
of the global refugee crisis was going to be
shunted elsewhere. Turning back the boats,
buying them back from their Indonesian own-
ers and sending Australian police to a foreign
jurisdiction in pursuit of people smugglers was
about as insulting as you could get in foreign
policy terms.

Morrison broke secrecy recently to claim
there had been four requests to Indonesia to
accept boats back to its ports and that only
two had been accepted. The Indonesians insist
there have been six requests and that three had
been okayed. The most reported of the incidents
involved a boat carrying 63 asylum seekers
intercepted near Christmas Island but still in
the Indonesian search and rescue zone.

The vessel was intercepted by HMAS
Ballarat which was taking part in Operation
Resolute. The refusal by the Indonesians obliged
Australian authorities to transfer the asylum
seekers to Christmas Island.

The Coalition is betting that its pandering
to noisy xenophobic elements in the Australian
community is worth the embarrassment and
damage being done to relationships in the
region. The workings of foreign policy are
becoming increasingly secret and militarised.
Abbott has no mandate for this. The majority
of the Australian people need to move quickly
from simply being appalled to being active on
the crucial issue of asylum seekers. &
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Asian Century
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Glass ceilings
and concrete floors

The CEOs of Australia’s largest corporations, members of the
Business Council of Australia (BCA) have set themselves “radical
gender targets”. CEQO’s and board members of these corporations
are going to be tested for “unconscious biases” against women.
The BCA has plans for women to be fast tracked into top jobs.
Of course decision makers will not be lowering the bar. The
women will have to be up to it. Some are talking in terms of a
target of 50 percent women in senior positions within 10 years.

The media have been running hot with feature articles and
news stories on breaking the glass ceiling and recognising the
talent of women. The Westpac/Financial Review’s “100 Women
of Influence” awards are part of this “gender balance” drive.
The women featured this year are mostly business managers,
entrepreneurs, philanthropists, leading figures in church charities,
etc. (Financial Review, “Meet our grand achievers”, 18-10-2013)
They don’t spend their time standing on concrete floors.

Gail Kelly, the first woman to head an Australian bank (St
George in 2005, Westpac since 2008) is constantly paraded as an
example of a businesswoman who is as capable a capitalist boss
as many of her male counterparts. There seems to be growing
recognition that the stereotyping of women as “emotional”, unable
to make “the tough decisions”, or unsuitable because they have
babies, etc, has blinded business to the realities. As Margaret
Thatcher and Bronwyn Bishop have shown, class rather than
sex determines the outlook and conduct of women in positions
of power.

Kelly is no weak female inhibited by a caring or emotional
outlook. She hit the headlines in 2012 when Westpac made exist-
ing employees train workers on 457 Visas from India to do their
work so they could take their jobs when they returned to India.

At the time, Financial Services Union acting secretary Veronica
Black attacked Westpac for asking staff to “effectively facilitate
the destruction of their own jobs. I am surprised Westpac might
think that it is acceptable to treat its loyal employees in this way
as it goes about deciding whether to destroy their jobs in the
bank’s rush to reduce costs.” Kelly has no shortage of capacity
to ruthlessly exploit workers and maximise profits. She does not
need a different set of genitals or even the old school tie.

Forty-six percent of the workforce is female but 16.4 percent
of board seats and 3.5 percent of CEOs in the companies listed on
the stockmarket are female. Apart from missing out on so much
“talent”, it is not a good look for business in the 21st century.

The “gender balance” drive, however, is limited to breaking
glass ceilings. It does not include the millions of women at the
bottom of the pile struggling to get a secure grip on the concrete
floor in a shop or factory or a desk in a bank. These champions
of “gender balance” at the top of the ladder have not suddenly
had an epiphany and now want to bring about equality for the
female workforces they so ruthlessly exploit.

Working class women are struggling to find secure, well
paid jobs and are still subjected to the harassment of bosses.
Casualisation has left women even more vulnerable to harass-
ment and below award wages and conditions if they want the
hours of work they need. Wage equality is still not a reality and
the gap looks set to widen if the Abbott government is successful
with its plans to destroy trade unions and impose non-union
agreements and individual contracts on workers. Job and income
insecurity, childcare affordability and lower wages are just some
of the problems facing women.

For some reason, the BCA’s “gender equality” does not extend
to the concrete floor — after all that would reduce the rate of
exploitation and eat into profits. No, the struggle for real gender
equality is one to be fought by the labour movement, by both
women and men, largely through their trade unions and in the
political sphere.

PRESS FUND

Two weeks ago Clive Palmer declared that opposition and
backbench MPs don’t have to worry about conflicts of interest,

and last week great chunks from a speech by US president

John Kennedy were pinched by Palmer in a blatant example of
plagiarism. Speaking of which, would you let this man sell you a
used car? The Guardian is opposed to the practice of theft of the
value created by the working people. We also have to pay the bills,
and that’s why we need you to help with a contribution for the next
issue, if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors,
as follows:

Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $20
Progressive total: $6,420

Govt axes
Aboriginal
business unit, jobs

Rudi Maxwell

The NSW government has cut
identified Aboriginal positions in its
Aboriginal Business Development
Service (ABDS) and has decided
to “mainstream” the unit. The
ABDS has been operating for more
than 10 years and offers support
by experienced Aboriginal public
servants to other Indigenous people
looking to set up a small business
or further develop their small to
medium business.

It provides specialist support
for trade shows, marketing, online
development, export advice and a
range of other services.

A source, who did not want to
be identified, told the Koori Mail
newspaper that not only were the
Aboriginal public servants devastated
by the cuts, but businesspeople had
been “extremely upset” by the loss of
the specialised service.

“A non-Aboriginal service won’t
provide that dedicated one-on-one
attention and support,” the source
said. “It feels like we’re going back
to the White Australia policy.

“Under the government’s new
Aboriginal Affairs plan OCHRE, it
says they’re going to increase the
number of Aboriginal businesses,
that the framework of Aboriginal
economic development is important,
so everyone was really looking
forward to developing even further.

“But instead of supporting
identified positions and encouraging
senior workers, they’ve cut the
specialised service.

Chef and owner of the Jaaning
Tree restaurant in Nambucca on
the NSW mid north coast, Clayton
Donovan, said that when he and his
wife were starting their business
five years ago the ABDS was
invaluable.

“They understood that I had an
idea but the tools to build a business
weren’t there, and I needed help,” he
said. “They helped me to kick off the
idea and it’s snowballed in amazing
directions — if it wasn’t for those guys
it wouldn’t have happened.

“The staff were more than willing
to help implement my vision.

“I think it would be a pity if the
service ceased, because some of these
people have built up networks over
the years and they understand the
problems and pitfalls with business.

“When we started out no-one in
my family had worked in hospitality,
so the Aboriginal staff helped to guide
me and helped me fund a dream I
had. Five years ago [ had a dream and
now I’ve got a successful business,
a TV show coming up, we’ve won a
range of awards, we’re in the Good
Food Guide, my wife has developed
bush tucker condiments and all this
has happened because of the help we
received along the way.

“They helped us open doors that
wouldn’t have been open otherwise.”

NSW Trade and Investment
Minister Andrew Stoner, the
Deputy Premier, blamed the federal
government for the cuts and said his
department would continue to provide
support for Aboriginal businesses
through other avenues.
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“Due to this funding being
axed by the former federal Labor
government, and in light of a
constrained fiscal environment, the
department has focussed resources
on delivering services to Aboriginal
businesses through its network of
business development managers,
regional export advisors and an
expanded network of Small Biz
Connect advisors,” he said.

“Together these represent a
substantial level of expertise that
Aboriginal businesses can draw
on to help drive employment
outcomes and grow their business.
Small Biz Connect is also working
with Aboriginal Affairs to increase
awareness of its programs and
services to the Aboriginal business
community.

“NSW Trade and Investment
staff also work with all businesses,
including Aboriginal businesses, to
help them access targeted financial
support programs to deliver jobs
growth and business investment
including the Jobs Action Plan
and the Regional Industries
Investment Fund. Staff will also be
encouraging businesses to utilise
the recently announced Skilled
Regional Relocation Incentive,
another program to provide targetted
financial support for businesses,
including Aboriginal businesses,
in NSW.”

Mr Stoner said Aboriginal
business development managers in
Dubbo and Lismore would remain.
Koori Mail @&

Bentleigh voters say
no to TAC changes

Voters in the Liberal-held seat
of Bentleigh have overwhelm-
ingly voiced their disapproval
for planned cuts to the Transport
Accident Commission scheme as
part of a poll commissioned by
the Australian Lawyers Alliance.

“Emergency services work-
ers and all Victorians who suffer a
severe psychiatric injury as a result
of a transport accident stand to lose
or have their common law rights
severely restricted with the planned
scheme’s slashing,” ALA National
President, Geraldine Collins, said.

“The Australian Lawyers
Alliance commissioned the
ReachTel poll across four marginal
State electorates in a bid to show
the government just how unfavour-
ably the changes would be viewed
by its constituents.”

The poll of 438 voters in the
seat of Bentleigh showed strong
opposition to the proposed changes,
as it did in the other electorates, Ms
Collins said.

Under legislation before state
parliament, psychiatric injury
claims would be denied in almost
all cases. The Transport Accident

Commission (TAC) would also
have unprecedented powers to veto
independent medical advice and
override the decisions of GPs and
courts in assessing impairment
caused by accident injuries.

The highest support was for
emergency services workers who
will be denied compensation if the
bills are passed. An overwhelming
83.6 percent of voters for either
party supported the right of emer-
gency services workers, ambulance
officers, fire-fighters, and police
officers to claim for severe psychi-
atric injuries as a consequence of
a fatal accident. Only 5.8 percent
of respondents did not agree with
the right and 10.5 percent were
undecided.

Ms Collins said people believed
that the government should consult
with doctors, road trauma groups
and other experts before reducing
legal rights for transport accident
victims.

More than 61 percent of
respondents opposed changes to the
TAC scheme which would allow
the Commission to override doctors
in assessing claims.

“The ALA urges the Napthine
government to withdraw legislation
amending the Transport Accident
Act.

“There has been no consulta-
tion with road trauma victims or
health professionals who treat
such victims and who understand
the detrimental health impacts of
the Government’s plans. It is very
clear from these results that the
majority of Victorians are strongly
opposed to changes, which would
deny compensation to vulnerable
family members, emergency serv-
ices workers and severely injured
victims.

“We call on the state govern-
ment to go back to the drawing
board and consult with the medical
and allied health professionals, spe-
cialist psychiatrists and the ALA.

“To fail to do so will lead to
many families unable to gain sup-
port anywhere for severe trauma
that alters their way of life. That is
unacceptable, especially in the light
of the fact that TAC made profits
of $973 million just last year,” Ms
Collins said. &
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A new course set for Australia

Shrouded in secrecy

Anna Pha

Opening Parliament last week,
Governor General Quentin Bryce
started her speech by saying, “we
celebrate the enduring health
of our democracy. One hundred
and twelve years after the first
federal election, nearly 14 million
Australians have cast their votes
in another free and fair election...
The people have set a new course
for our country.”

In the true, archaic tradition of
the British monarchy, she presented
“her” government’s agenda as the
Queen’s representative in Australia.
But there is nothing to celebrate, the
health of the limited democracy that
we have looks far from enduring. And
the “new course” that has been set for
our country was not set by the people.

The people of Australia have
little knowledge of what this new
course is. The government and media
are saying as little as possible. But
the Coalition government and its
patrons in the Murdoch media and
Business Council of Australia have
certainly set a new and very danger-
ous course.

It includes quashing dissent,
destroying the trade union movement,
slashing wages and working condi-
tions, deregulating development and
mining projects, and handing over
government and public assets to big
business and church corporations.

Prior to the federal elections Tony
Abbott promised his would be a “no
surprises government” that could be
trusted by the electorate. It now seems
that “no surprises” is spin for secrecy,
half-truths and cover-ups.

We know that the government is
pursuing its prior commitments to
abolish the carbon and mining taxes,
revamp the NBN and outdo Labor’s
appalling, inhumane treatment of asy-
lum seekers. Abbott had also indicated
that he would bring “law and order” to
the building industry by restoring the
Australian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC).

But where were all the announce-
ments about the dismantling whole
areas of government departments,

There is a strong
racist element

which the Coalition
and Labor fostered
during the election
campaign. To
Abbott these people
deserve what
happens. And he
doesn’t mind lying
that they are illegal.

the loss of 12,000 public service jobs
(just the first round), the funding cuts
to community groups, dismantling of
advisory bodies, the massive privatisa-
tion program, and the rest of it?

Tune in to talkback radio
any day of the week or check the
social media, and there are reports
of funding cuts and funding not
being renewed. Most of the cuts are
peanuts compared with the budget
as a whole and the recipients are
community and other organisations
that are assisting the homeless, the
unemployed, people with disabilities,
youth, Indigenous Australians — the
most disadvantaged.

The media are becoming increas-
ingly frustrated with their lack of
access to Ministers or information
from the Coalition government.
Abbott has gone from feeding the
mass media on a daily basis to around
one media conference a week if
they are lucky. Questions are rarely
answered.

Public servants are gagged like
never before. They live in fear with
12,000 jobs on the line. Some have
no work to do with the restructuring

of departments, shutting down of
programs and contracting out of
their work.

Asylum seekers

Ministers are on a tight lead.
Immigration Minister Scott Morrison
gives his Friday, “say-nothing” update
on asylum seekers. It doesn’t matter
what is asked. How many boats were
turned back? Did Indonesia refuse to
accept them? What became of the asy-
lum seekers? How many boats arrived
last week? How many Indonesian fish-
ing boats has the government bought?
Have unaccompanied children been
sent to Manus Island? All legitimate
questions.

Regardless of the question, the
same set lines are trotted out: “T will
not comment further (sic!) in relation
to on-water matters” or “We’re not
going to go into the micro detail of
these operational matters.”

We are supposed to believe that
such information would “advantage
people smugglers”. How? Morrison
refuses to say. When in Opposition
Abbott was always saying that such
information would act as a deterrent.

Pete’s Corner
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Now it is shrouded in secrecy, a
secrecy that permeates government.

What is Morrison covering up?
Reports from staff in the centres
and agencies providing assistance
are consistent. All tell of the rapid
deterioration of conditions and the
punitive and torturous conditions
asylum seekers, including children,
are being subjected to.

The government was forced by
public pressure to respond following
Fairfax media’s revelations that an
asylum seeker mother was denied the
right to be with her sick new-born in
intensive care in a Brisbane hospital
for more than six hours a day.

Abbott broke his silence, saying
he deeply regretted it, but refused to
apologise or indicate it would not
happen again. “If you want to avoid
these things you’ve got to stop the
boats. I don’t, as it were, apologise
for what happens when people come
to Australia illegally by boat.”

There is a strong racist element
which the Coalition and Labor fos-
tered during the election campaign.
To Abbott these people deserve what
happens. And he doesn’t mind lying
that they are illegal. Under interna-
tional law which Australia is party
to, they are not illegal. It is our legal
obligation to provide humanitarian
assistance.

If it were not for the Fairfax
media, the Indonesian media and the
various groups supporting asylum
seekers, we would be in the dark
over the brutal, torturous treatment
being meted out to asylum seekers.
The brutality is more akin to fascism
than an enduring, healthy democracy.

The precedent has been created.
If the government can get away with
treating one group of human beings
like that, it won’t be long before it is
extended to other groups.

ABCC

But treatment of asylum seekers
is not the only thing the government
is trying to keep from the people. The
government’s portrayal of its changes
to the ABCC is a classic example of
how the public are not being told what
is going on. Labor renamed Howard’s
ABCC, modified a few of its worst
features, reduced the penalties and
put it under the Fair Work Australia
umbrella. The Coalition’s legislation
goes much further than bringing “law
and order” to the building industry or
restoring the old name.
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The Transition Bill gives the
ABCC incredible retrospective pow-
ers to revisit and take up any matter
that may have been resolved in the
past. There is a mandatory penalty
of six months jail for failing to attend
an interrogation session, answering
questions or providing documents and
other information as demanded by the
ABCC. (More detailed coverage in
next week’s Guardian.)

Racial vilification

The government is just as mis-
leading over its plans to delete section
18C from the Racial Discrimination
Act. This section makes it unlawful to
do an act that “’is reasonably likely, in
all the circumstances, to offend, insult,
humiliate or intimidate another person
or a group of people ... because of
the race, colour or national or ethnic
origin of the other person.”

This is the clause that Abbott’s
friend, ultra right-wing columnist
Andrew Bolt, ran foul of for publish-
ing deceptive and offensive material
about Indigenous Australians.

Abbott defends its deletion: “Any
suggestion you can have free speech
as long as it doesn’t hurt people’s
feelings is ridiculous. If we are going
to be a robust democracy, if we are
going to be a strong civil society, if
we are going to maintain that great
spirit of inquiry, which is the spark
that has made our civilisation so
strong, then we’ve got to allow people
to say things that are unsayable in
polite company.”

The Act doesn’t mention hurting
people’s feelings. It is about racial
vilification inciting hatred. The sug-
gestion that the Act limits freedom
of speech is a bit rich coming from a
Prime Minister who has gagged his
ministers and government departments
and is keeping the public in the dark.

Abbott’s aim is to give the likes
of Andrew Bolt a free hand to fuel
racist sentiments, create divisions
within the working class and society
at large, and so prevent a united and
broad movement capable of chal-
lenging his government’s reaction-
ary and backward agenda. And that
is exactly what is required now, the
unity of the labour movement and all
democratic and progressives forces
in opposition to the government’s
agenda which is reactionary and is
targeting the “enduring health of our
democracy”. &
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Asylum seeker kids
in detention

What's

where

Christmas Island: The government
has announced that this will be
an indefinite place of detention
for those asylum seekers who
arrived by boat between July 19
and September 7 and for some
people who arrived after this
date. This is said to include up to
400 children. For these people, no
refugee determination process will
take place whilst they are detained
on Christmas Island.

They will be moved to Nauru
or Manus Island as space becomes

available and once there and found to
be refugees the future also has no cer-
tainty — await a third country to offer
a resettlement place (not Australia).
This approach is incredibly cruel and
puts further pressure on people to
return to their homelands regardless
of the dangers they may face there.
At present there are 2,184 people
detained on Christmas Island, more
than 400 are children. Families are
living in converted dining quarters
divided by plastic sheeting. Varied
policies apply to people dependent on

Children

with complex
disabilities Iin
the too-hard

basket

More intensive support is needed
for carers of children with a severe
intellectual disability and challeng-
ing behaviours. Anglicare Sydney’s
latest research report voices the
heartache of parents who find
themselves struggling under the
pressure of caring for their child.

Parents battle with physical and
mental health problems; strained
marriages; limited employment and
career opportunities; and dimin-
ished finances. In fact, the demands
of care giving under these circum-
stances have serious repercussions
for the whole family.

Mary Lou, a participant in the
study says: “The research Report
makes for uncomfortable and con-
fronting reading and challenges our
policy makers to do better to meet
the complex service needs of these
vulnerable children and families.”

Current support services are
inadequate for the level of care
required for a child with severe to
profound intellectual disability and
challenging behaviours. Parents
say that respite services are too
infrequent or require requests well
in advance which don’t take into
account crisis situations or unsched-
uled events.

Parents’ anxiety about their
child’s challenging behaviours
and sleep deprivation, exacer-
bated stress levels, mental fatigue
and physical exhaustion. Siblings
spoke of feelings of shame, social
isolation and reduced parental
engagement.

The National Disability
Insurance Scheme has the potential
to meet these families’ specific,
intensive needs. The report recom-
mends that future government plans
should include a shared care, resi-
dential educational model. Parents
whose children have experienced
this model reported significant
benefits for their child with an intel-
lectual disability and for the whole
family unit.

The report recommends that:

* The NSW government provide
funding for a shared care,
residential school model to
give much needed respite to
carers of children with severe
intellectual disabilities, and
their families.

* The NSW government retain

the block funding (in full or

part) required by this model.

Under NDIS, the needs of the

parent carers and siblings are

assessed in addition to the
person with an intellectual
disability.

* Federal and state governments
provide funding to train staff
with additional skills to work
with children who have an
intellectual disability with
challenging behaviours.

Sue King, Director of Advocacy
and Research said: “Government
policy and disability services must
accommodate the complex needs
of children with severe intellectual
disability and their families so no
one is disadvantaged.” &
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arbitrary dates and there is complete
confusion, stress and uncertainty
amongst asylum seekers held there.
Education, recreation and health are
all compromised in this overcrowded,
inappropriate and remote setting.

Nauru: We believe there are
around 80 children detained on Nauru.
The government or Department do
not provide a breakdown of adults/
children, the only public figure is the
overall one provided at the weekly
Operation Sovereign Borders briefing.
We know that two pregnant women
have already been sent here, both are
pregnant, one mother has diabetes.
There is confusion as to the present
location and condition of these women
— we are attempting to gain reliable
information; no easy feat in the cur-
rent non-transparent setting.

There is a 56-bed hospital on
Nauru, it was affected by fire in
August and is to treat locals and
asylum seekers. The Nauru detention
facility was intended to be an open
one, where people could come and
go and interact with the local com-
munity. This has not been possible.
There are no excursions outside the

facility; there is no access to education
outside the facility. Accommodation
is in tents, there is no privacy, no air
conditioning, it is dusty, the “educa-
tion tent” is the same.

Manus Island: Our greatest fear
for unaccompanied children has now
been realised. Reports indicate that
at least two unaccompanied boys
are currently in detention in Papua
New Guinea; one is already on
24-hour suicide watch. To the best of
ChilOut’s knowledge and all publicly
available material, these children have
no guardian once in PNG. It appears
that these two boys were transferred
under the previous government. The
Immigration Minister of the day is the
person charged with acting in the best
interests of unaccompanied asylum
seeker children.

It is the position of Minister
Morrison that there be no exceptions
to the offshore transfer rule. We can-
not foresee that sending a child away
from Australia to face indefinite and
remote detention could be in the best
interests of that child.

Darwin: Around 14 babies have
been born into Darwin’s detention

Guardian

facilities in past few weeks. Approx-
imately 40 more are expected in com-
ing months. ChilOut wants to urgently
visit the three Darwin facilities holding
newborn babies, expectant mothers,
unaccompanied minors and family
groups. There are serious concerns
about suitable health care, the mental
health and stress impacts on expectant
and new mothers and the wellbeing
of the children in these settings.
ChilOut believes there are more than
350 children detained in Darwin.

Other locations: Children (both
unaccompanied and in family
groups) are also detained in Sydney,
Melbourne and Adelaide.

In the community: Of course
ChilOut supports people being
released into the community and
released from locked, arbitrary deten-
tion. However release with no right to
work, no ability to support yourself
or your family and very little access
to any government assistance means
that service providers are already
being overwhelmed with requests
for assistance and asylum seekers are
living in destitute conditions.

ChilOut &

Union wins reinstatement
at Supreme Caravans

A caravan company worker
wrongly sacked a year ago for
wanting to take a piece of scrap
metal home has won his job back
with full restoration of lost wages
after the Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) took his
case to the Fair Work Commission.

Hung Pham said he owes
his job to being a member of the
AMWU, which proved his dismiss-
al over a claim of theft was unfair
and ill-founded because he had
never intended to take the checker
plate home without first getting the
permission of management.

“I wouldn’t have been able
to afford to go to the Fair Work
Commission by myself, after I’ve
come back to work I’ve had many
people ask me about joining the
union,” he said.

Supreme Caravans, based in
Campbellfield in Melbourne’s
north, has paid Mr Pham thousands
of dollars in lost wages it owes him
for the 41 weeks he was not work-
ing before he re-started in July.

Fair Work Commissioner John
Ryan originally ruled in his favour
in March.

But it was only in recent weeks
that the company finally accepted
the situation, after its application
to appeal against the decision was
rejected by a FWC Full Bench and

a separate application to suspend
the re-instatement was also rejected
by Vice President Adam Hatcher.

AMWU organiser Robert
Nguyen told AMWU News that just
before smoko on Saturday morn-
ing, September, 29, 2012, Mr Pham
had taken the checker plate from a
recycle bin.

He had left the plate leaning
against the front gate, intending to
later get management’s okay to take
it home, as he and others had done
with other bits of scrap metal previ-
ous times.

But soon after, his supervisor
saw the checker plate and took it
upstairs to the office. Mr Pham,
who did not see the supervisor for
the rest of his shift and was unable
to find the plate after work, thought
no more of it.

He had wanted the scrap metal
to catch oil leaking from his car.

The following Tuesday when
he arrived at work at 7am Mr
Pham was ordered to the office and
asked by General Manager Josip
Markovic why he had handled the
plate, which the company claimed
was found outside the gate.

Mr Pham, whose English is not
fluent when put under extreme pres-
sure, was told to go home and come
back next day with his response.

Vietnamese-speaker Mr Nguyen

went with him next morning but
management refused to let the
AMWU official speak or see a writ-
ten version of the theft allegation,
instead handing Mr Pham a pre-
prepared dismissal notice.

At the initial Fair Work
Australia hearing the company was
represented by Mr Markovic, who
failed to call witnesses in person
and instead relied on unsworn
statements.

Commissioner Ryan accepted
the AMWU’s case that no intent of
wrongdoing was proven and that
Mr Pham had been unfairly pre-
judged. The Commissioner ordered
Superior Caravans to re-instate Mr
Pham with backpay for lost wages.

Mr Nguyen said Supreme
Caravans was a multi-ethnic work-
place and those workers who did
not have English as their first lan-
guage needed to know that AMWU
membership protected them.

“It’s satisfying to be able to
help an innocent man win his job
back, language should not be a
barrier to workers’ rights and the
AMWU has many officials from
multi-cultural backgrounds. The
AMWU has the backing of all
workers,” he said. @



Guardian

Australia

November 20,2013 5

Save Pilliga Forest:

Stop CSG project

Steven Katsineris.

The Pilliga* Forest in NSW is
under threat from a proposed
major coal seam gas (GSC) project.
The Australian government has
given the go-ahead and approved
plans to conduct exploratory CSG
mining in the forest, destroying
woodland habitat and putting its
large koala population, the Pilliga
Mouse, a native mouse which is
only found in the Pilliga Forest,
and other rare and threatened
wildlife in danger.

The Pilliga Forest is a vast, iconic
Australian bushland landscape, a
unique place of splendid, rugged
beauty, with plentiful populations of
familiar native animals, such as kan-
garoos, emus, goannas and echidnas.
Eric Rolls wrote in detail about its
environment, animals and history in
his book, A Million Wild Acres. The
Pilliga Forest, which is also known
as the Pilliga Scrub, constitutes over
3,000 square kilometres of semi-arid
woodland in temperate north-central
NSW. It is the largest such sort of con-
tinuous remnant woodland remaining
in eastern Australia and is recognised
as one of the most important areas for
biodiversity in the country. The Pilliga
Forest also has one of the biggest
native cypress forests in Australia.

The Pilliga Forest region is a
popular tourist spot due to its abun-
dant wildlife, wildflowers, sandstone
caves, Aboriginal rock art and other
attractions. Many birdwatchers visit
the area, while others come to try to
catch sight of the mystical creature, the
Yowie, which has often been reported
wandering in the region. The Yowie
is described as apelike and similar
in appearance to a Yeti. They have
been seen frequently in the area for
a long-time and can even be seen on
Aboriginal rock paintings in the Pilliga.

The CSG plans involve the initial
drilling of 36 pilot wells, the felling
of 400 hollow trees, which are not
only vital koala habitat, but are homes
for many birds, gliders, possums
and other animals and the clearing
of woodland, grasses and wildflow-
ers, including the loss of over 200
orchids and the likely contamination
of groundwater. The Pilliga Mouse
lives amongst the wildflower habitat
and these areas will be cleared for
exploration wells, well pads, gas
pipelines, roads and evaporation
ponds. This will also result in further
fragmentation of more of their habitat.

The company, Eastern Star Gas,

Sydney

a Santos owned gas company, plan to
eventually drill 1,100 coal seam gas
wells in the Pilliga Forest, which will
result in the clearing of thousands of
hectares of the forest and the fragmen-
tation of about 85,000 more hectares.
And it is very likely that these gas
wells will be the just the start, as over
500,000 hectares are covered by the
exploration licences for coal seam
gas, posing a serious ecological threat
to the region’s forests and wildlife.

The Pilliga Forest is a refuge for
several rare, threatened and endan-
gered species; it is essential habitat
along with the Pilliga Mouse, (which
is only found in the Pilliga Forest), of
the Black-Striped Wallaby, the South-
Eastern Long-Eared Bat, the Barking
Owl, Rainbow Bee-eater, the Eastern
Pygmy Possum, the Turquoise Parrot,
Glossy Black Cockatoo, Pale-Headed
Snake as well as koalas. The South-
Eastern Long-Eared Bat has already
lost 75 percent of its habitat and now
much of its remaining roosting sites
are liable to be lost as the forest is
cleared and fragmented by gas wells.
These species are all at grave risk
from the construction of a gas field
in the Pilliga Forest.

The forest contains at least
900 kinds of plants, many of them
threatened species. Wild animals that
inhabit the area include at least 36
native mammals, including Quolls,
Squirrel Gliders, Rufous Bettongs
and 50 reptile and 15 frog species.
Also the Pilliga is a very important
area for birdlife, with over 200 bird
species recorded here. Pilliga Forest
has resident populations of various
birds; many of them endangered
and protected, such as Painted
Honeyeaters, Swift Parrots, Diamond
Firetails, Regent Honeyeaters and
near threatened Bush Stone Curlews.
Many other woodland birds live in or
visit the Pilliga, including bird species
that are declining in numbers, such
as Brown Tree Creepers, Hooded
Robins, Grey-Crowned Babblers and
Speckled Warblers.

Despite the vulnerability of the
habitat and the scale of the CSG plans,
the federal Environment Minister
Greg Hunt has decided that a proper
environmental impact assessment is
not necessary and the project can go
straight ahead. This is a very sloppy
environmental attitude, in which the
CSG industry is apparently regarded
as more important than the conserva-
tion of Australia’s forest habitat and
wildlife. This is totally unacceptable.

Conservation of the crucial

Pilliga Mouse.

woodland habitat of the Pilliga Forest
is vital to the survival of many of
these endangered species. It is pat-
ently clear that if this gas project
goes ahead it will be a big ecological
disaster. Australians must speak up
and say no to this CSG field and stop
the government’s negligent attitude
to environmental protection. Tell Mr
Hunt to call an immediate halt to this
impending CSG project.

There is already a great deal of
grassroots opposition to this project
and effective action can stop this
devastating development happening.
Protests have already succeeded in
stopping some similar developments
by arrogant CSG companies and
protecting vineyards, farming areas
and other places in NSW and in other
states. Acting together we have the
power to save the nationally signifi-
cant Pilliga Forest and its rare, pro-
tected and endangered species from
destruction. Let’s make sure we leave
this precious place as a haven for the
amazing animals that live there and
for those people who visit to marvel at
its wildlife and other natural wonders.
For more information
on the project contact:
www.stoppilligacoalstreamgas.com.au
*Pilliga means Swamp Oak
in the traditional language
of the Kamilaroi people, the
local Aboriginal people of the
region. &

Against Executions & Tortures in Iran
Freedom loving people of Australia

In the recent weeks, the Islamic regime of Iran by taking advantage of the new international relations,
while improving its relations with the West, the silence of international institutions, has executed many
Iranian citizens in order to create greater state of terror and repression against democracy and social

justice.

We invite all people who are against the death penalty and torture in Iran to join us in protest action
that will be held. Indifference to these crimes and executions only will encourage the Islamic regime to
continue with more atrocities against the Iranian citizens.

Let be united against the executions of the real children of Iran do not allow the regime’s barbaric will,

be eventuated.

3-6pm, Thursday, November 21
Town Hall, George Street, City

For more information contact: 0413489420 / proletarianunite@gmail.com

Solidarity Committee with Iranian Workers Movement- Australia

In 1986, after two years of sometimes furious discussions, clean
needle and syringe programs were established to curb the
spread of HIV. As public health goes, it was a very successful
program. Between 2000 and 2009, the programs prevented more
than 32,000 HIV infections and almost 100,000 hepatitis C infec-
tions. It translates into saving more than $1 billion in healthcare
costs. It is estimated that for every $1 invested in needle and
syringe programs, there was a return of $27. However, despite
the proven success of harm-reduction services, which includes
needle and syringe programs, the spending has fallen 20 percent
in the past seven years, from $44.8 million to only $36.1 million.

Public service workers are concerned that the NSW government
move to transfer all disability services to the private sector will
result in their losing pay and conditions. The assistant general
secretary of the Public Service Association, Steve Turner, warned
that the move would lead to a loss of expertise and experience
within the public sector. “The NSW government was the first to
sign up to Disability Care and we now see that was because
they plan to privatise a significant public service by transferring
the provision of disability services to the private sector”, he said.
“The claim of extra funding by the federal government to pro-
vide better disability services is being used to privatise a major
public service by the NSW government”, Mr Turner stressed.

Politicians who misuse their travel allowances usually get away
with it. As recent revelations in the media show it sometimes
takes years to find out that tax payers’ money was actually
spent on something very personal. But when it comes to those
who are disadvantaged in our society, then it is another story.
The Abbott government is keen to roll out what is called “income
management” to a wider section of welfare recipients. Income
management sees Centrelink payments quarantined for spend-
ing on essentials only. The punitive program was expanded
beyond the Northern Territory in July 2012 to five new trial sites,
including Greater Shepparton in Victoria. Income management
policies imposed on local communities are not going to provide
an effective solution to complex social disadvantage that has
both individual and structural causes, according to a Monash
University report. “Compulsory Income Management has the
potential to undermine confidence and personal resilience,”
FamilyCare CEO David Tennant commented. Greens Senator
Rachel Siewert pointed out that it was a very expensive program
— it costs between $6,600 and $7,900 a person to implement.
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Speech by Bob Briton, General Secretary, Communist Party of Australia, at the 15th
International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties, Lisbon, November 8-10, 2013

The crisis of capitalism has not abated.
Despite assurances from authorities in the
US and other imperialist centres to the
contrary, the severe economic downturn
continues to deepen and it is the people
who are being forced to pay the price of
capitalist attempts at recovery. “Austerity”
has become the byword of governments
dancing to the tune of the big banks and
winding back the role and responsibilities
of states to provide for the well-being of
their people. Further spending cuts and
privatisation of public assets are being
demanded of governments by supra-national
financial institutions. People’s saving are
being raided to bail out banks guilty of the
theft of the wealth of whole nations. People’s
rights to defend themselves against injustice
are being curtailed and, once again, fascist
organisations are being readied to shore up
capitalism and divert the disaffected from
turning to the socialist alternative.

This is the nightmare scenario facing the
people of large sections of the world’s popula-
tion, even in formerly, relatively wealthy coun-
tries such as those of Europe. neo-liberal policies
have left governments with fewer levers to deal
with aspects of the “bust” phase of the business
cycle. Lower corporate and personal taxes and
the sale of public enterprises have depleted
the reserves previously available for “pump-
priming” or stimulating the domestic economy.

“Free” trade agreements designed to aid
transnational monopoly interests further restrict
the options open to national governments to
protect jobs and even whole industries. The
austerity measures have a contractionary impact
on economies, deepening the crisis and setting
governments up to fail. Where is all of this
heading? Already bankers have been brought in
to head several European governments. Will the
next step be to sovereign bankruptcies and the
direct takeover and running of governments by
transnational corporations — overt dictatorship
of capital. Governments have already contracted
out many of their functions and operations,
why stop at that and not privatise the whole of
government? Deregulation has considerably
eroded the sovereignty and powers of the state.

Stripping back

Workers, pensioners and other vulnerable
people in developed countries are being pre-
pared for a stripping back of social conditions
to something like the level imposed on the
peoples of developing capitalist countries. The
treatment of workers, pensioners and other less
privileged people in the UK, Ireland, Spain,
Portugal, Italy, Greece, Cyprus and elsewhere
is a clear warning. Alternatives to the “haircut”
inflicted on the victims of capitalist crisis are
attacked by the media-industrial complex and
kept away from the people who might benefit.

The process of capitalist globalisation has
not lifted millions out of poverty as was once
claimed by the triumphalists who celebrated the
demise of the USSR and East European socialist
countries. What it has done is to push work-
ers who once enjoyed the benefits of the long
post-World War II boom into a new situation
of insecurity and declining living conditions.

Ruling circles are not only convinced that
they must act to defend their power and interests.
They also believe the time is ripe to press ahead
and use the crisis to take back hard won gains
made by the working class over more than a

century of struggle. They have declared that
“the age of entitlement” is over, that govern-
ments cannot afford or should not be providing
social security and other services as in the past.

The absence of the former socialist countries
has removed considerable pressure on them to at
least provide some of the benefits that workers
in socialist countries received. The take-back is
on in a big way, with the aim of driving wages,
working conditions and living standards down
to the lowest common denominator on a global
basis with workers pitted against each other on
a global labour market. Cheap labour from the
poorer countries is being imported like a com-
modity to be exploited at far higher rates than
local labour in the richer nations. The “third
world” countries continue to be subjected to
imperialist wars, carved up and plundered,
their lands stolen, their peoples dispossessed
and millions still subjected to abject poverty
without basic needs being met.

Trade unions are historically weaker in a
number of countries, including Australia. Many
have completely abandoned class struggle and
see their role as offering a service rather than
organising workers to advance their interests
against the capitalists that exploit them or elect-
ing social democrat governments. Individualism
has been successfully fostered, with young
people in particular encouraged to shun member-
ship of organisations and collectivism. Racism,
xenophobia and anti-Muslim attitudes have
been promoted to split the working class and
divert attention from the real causes of people’s
hardships.

Legislation ushered in, in the guise of pre-
venting terrorism following the September 11
attacks in the US has been used to deal with
dissent. A new wave of destruction of protections
under the law is underway in many countries.
Intelligence agencies spy on their own people,
the people of other countries and governments,
both friend and foe. People resisting and expos-
ing these realities, such as WikiLeaks’ Julian
Assange and Edward Snowden, have been
hounded into virtual imprisonment or exile.

The escalation of the
imperialist offensive

US imperialism has not left off its drive for
global dominance. In fact, the looming eclipse
of global economic dominance by the US
and the decline of its currency as the world’s
reserve currency has added a sense of greater
urgency to achieve different regional targets.
Destabilisation, drone attacks and proxy wars
have been added to the armoury of the US as
the limitations of their capacity for direct inva-
sion become clear.

The tactic of regime change via “colour
revolutions” has been enhanced with the inser-
tion of ruthless mercenaries, the imposition of
blockades and, where possible, a “no-fly” zone.
The tactic was successful in the case of Libya
but has fallen short of its objectives in Syria. The
US has not “won the peace” in Afghanistan and
the contradictions are mounting as it attempts
to exploit Muslim extremists to destabilise
governments and terrorise populations while
at the same time continuing its support for
Zionist expansion.

Access to or control of the Middle East’s oil
reserves may be a less pressing short-term goal
given the development of non-conventional gas-
es in the US but it remains a major determinant
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Commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Alvaro Cunhal, General Secretary of the PCP during

of foreign policy. Iran is still on the short list of
regimes to be overthrown.

The US has not let up in its plans to overturn
progressive governments in Latin America. The
passing of Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez
was a crucial test of strength for forces wishing
to continue the Bolivarian Revolution towards
socialism and those aligned to US interests.
Attempts to intimidate other progressive govern-
ments, such as those of Bolivia and Ecuador,
have become more outrageous. The socialist
Republic of Cuba remains a prime target of US
ambitions, its illegal blockade remains despite
UN General Assembly resolutions calling for
it to be lifted. The international campaign to
free the Cuban Five is gaining in strength,
including inside the US, but their freedom has
still to be won.

The major shift in US policy in recent times
is known as the “Pivot” to the Asia-Pacific and
Indian Ocean regions. The clear objective of
this shift in military priorities is to contain the
growing influence of the People’s Republic of
China and accelerate war preparations against
it. Investment by Chinese companies is on the
rise worldwide and has seen dramatic growth
in Latin America, South-East Asia and Africa
in recent times. The creation of the US Africom
Unified Combatant Command in 2006 must be
seen in this context.

A major expansion of military bases in
the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions is
underway. A new base for the rotation of US
Marines was created at Darwin in Australia’s
Northern Territory following a visit by US
President Barack Obama to Australia in 2011.
Australia is already host to more than 30 US
bases or military facilities. Australia’s military
spending has increased considerably in recent
years with the acquisition of hugely expensive
non-defensive military equipment from the US.

The integration of Australia’s military with
the US war machine continues. Military spend-
ing has been effectively quarantined from the
cuts that health, education and other services are
experiencing. Budget cuts have obliged federal
governments to conceal the size of their military

The process of capitalist globalisation has noft liffed
millions out of poverty. What it has done is push
workers who once enjoyed the benefits of the long
post-World War Il boom into a new situation of
insecurity and declining living conditions.
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commitment which is opposed by an estimated
70 percent of the Australian population. The
lifting of the ban on US and Australia uranium
exports to India because of its failure to sign
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty is part of
this diplomatic offensive.

The US has supported violent separatist
movements in China, carried on a media cam-
paign about human rights “abuses”, aggravated
tensions over disputed islands with its neigh-
bours and in every way possible sought to
contain and destabilise the country. While they
persist with all these tactics they have clearly
failed and so a military “solution” is being
prepared. The destruction of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea is part of this drive.

The realignment of forces
on the international level

As mentioned, the US economy has contin-
ued its precipitous decline and the role of its cur-
rency as the world reserve is being challenged.
Countries around the world see this weakness
and are considering alternatives. The countries
of the BRICS [Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa] grouping have been considering
an alternative. ALBA in Latin America has
already instituted a trading currency called the
Sucre. Libya’s late leader Muammar Gaddafi
was gathering support for an African currency
based on gold when he was deposed and assas-
sinated by the imperialists.

For all these economic difficulties, the US
continues to fund the world’s biggest military
machine by far. It has managed to keep NATO
in its orbit even while political pressures within
member countries have toned down the bellicos-
ity of the language in support of US military
adventures. The chaos left in the wake of the
invasion of Iraq and Afghanistan has under-
mined what little public support existed for such
attacks excused, as they were, in part by a desire
to install “democratic” governments in those
countries. The Japanese government remains
loyal to the strategic aims of the US and has
changed the character of its armed forces even
further away from the defensive role demanded
at their surrender at the end of World War II.

The alternative economic formations have
strengthened their position relative to US
imperialism in the recent period and this has
had consequences for the ability of the US to
assert its will. The position of Russia has been
enhanced through its involvement with BRICS.
The strength of its opposition has been vital to
the survival of Syria in the face of the imperial-
ists’ drive to smash it up.

The present situation does not necessar-
ily improve conditions for peace. The US
may respond to developments with acts of
desperation. The threat with most potential for
devastation involves attacks on the People’s
Republic of China. While the US economy is
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now dependent on trade with China and the
Chinese government’s purchase of US treasury
bonds, US imperialism does not tolerate rivals.
It is aware that the privileged position of the
US in the post-WW2 world economy relies
on absolute military supremacy to enforce the
dominance of US corporations.

The role of the working class
and the Communists’ tasks

With such destructive forces at work in the
world, the tasks of the working class and the
Communists have become even more urgent.
The choice between socialism or barbarism has
become stark. The urgency for measures to head
off global warming and provide a sustainable
environment for the peoples of the world has
added another element of crisis to the present
situation.

Circumstances vary greatly from country
to country. Some peoples have a history of
struggle against colonialism, the outlawing of
the Communist Party, underground struggle
against fascism and even civil war. Others have
had decades of liberal bourgeois “democracy”
and access to some benefits during the post-
WW2 boom. Some have trade unions with
class-conscious leaderships prepared to struggle
for social advancement. Other countries have
trade unions under the almost total sway of
class-collaborationist social democrats.

There is no one formula for Communist
parties that could be applied in all these dif-
fering conditions. There must be respect for
the judgement of Communist parties to chart
the way forward based on knowledge drawn
from intimate involvement in the struggles of
their working class and other exploited people.
Some parties are in a more leading position of
the organisations of their respective working
classes than others.

In Australia our Party needs to build its
numbers and fighting capacity rapidly to meet
the challenges described above. It must work
at building left and progressive alliances in the
course of defending the interests of working
people that are under a concerted attack. We
cannot wait until we have sufficient strength
to go it alone in these battles. Parties in other
countries may well be in a position to do so but
not in Australia.

While Communist and workers parties work
in very different social, economic and political
circumstances, they do operate in an increasingly
globalised context. The sharing of experiences
and, especially, the development of solidarity
actions remain high priorities. The opportunity
presented by the International Meetings of
Communist and Workers Parties is invaluable.
Unity in action around agreed objectives should
be preserved and enhanced greatly in the chal-
lenging period ahead. &
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as world’s bully

Rick Falkvinge

In a leaked negotiation document about
ongoing trade negotiations, it becomes clear
that the United States is still asserting its role
as the world’s master of self-entitlement. A
document leaked from the negotiations was
published by WikiLeaks. It concerns the
monopolies and exclusive rights we know
as copyrights, patents, trademarks, and so
on. While the contents of the proposed trade
agreement — the Trans-Pacific Partnership
— are certainly interesting, not to say very
alarming. It’s even more interesting to see
how the United States keeps asserting its
industry interests over the world under the
false flag of “free trade.”

This process started with Japanese cars
in the 1970s. As people in the United States
started shunning Detroit’s cars in favour of
Toyota, policymakers in the US realised that
the country’s age of industrial competitive-
ness had effectively come to an end, and
sought new ways to keep the United States at
the top of the food chain, competitive or not.
The result was as audacious, daring, and pro-
Vocative as it was successful: redefine “val-

” “industry,” and “production” in a series
of 10p51ded interstate contracts masqueraded
as “free trade” deals that would make sure the
United States kept being paid by the rest of
the world.

The first of these “free trade” deals
— more accurately described as Industrial
Protectionism (IP) — was the agreement on
Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS), which stands at the heart

of the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

Its champion had been then-CEO of Pfizer,
Edmund Pratt, who wanted to prohibit people
in the third world from using their own raw
materials and pharmaceutical knowledge in
their own laboratories and plants to cure and
treat their own people’s diseases. He wanted
to force them to buy from Pfizer or die trying.
Millions died as a result of the success of the
TRIPS “free trade” agreement and the WTO.

There is no word for this type of behav-
iour short of “evil”.

As the TRIPS agreement on IP was being
negotiated, every industry interest in the
United States chimed in and wanted their
piece of the pie. Hollywood’s movie indus-
try, the record industry, everybody. This new
leaked trade agreement — that has absolutely
nothing to do with free trade, but with the
upholding of exclusive rights and monopolies
that limit free trade — builds on the previous
TRIPS agreement; it harshens it and deepens
it.

The divide between the United States
and other countries on the unfairness of the
aggressively pushed “United States uber
alles” agenda is very clear. It’s almost enough
to read the introduction, where the vast
majority of participating countries have pro-
posed this language, to safeguard our com-
mon cultural and scientific legacy:

“The objectives of this chapter are... to
maintain a balance between the rights of
intellectual property holders and the legiti-
mate interests of users and the community in
subject matter protected by intellectual prop-
erty; protect the ability of Parties to identify,

promote access to and preserve the public
domain; ensure that measures and procedures
to enforce intellectual property rights do not
themselves become barriers to legitimate
trade.”

The United States blanketly opposes all
of it. There shall be no balance, there shall be
no promotion of monopoly-less trade (which,
ironically, is anybody’s normal definition
of free trade). There shall only be exclusive
rights, which are typically held by the United
States.

Also, the legal language is deliberately
convoluted — the United States wants to
give Hollywood the right to shut people off
from the internet (and therefore most of their
citizens’ rights) without due process, but
this is hidden deep down in legal mumbo-
jumbo. How many would recognise the terms
“injunctive relief” or “liability conditions”
as depriving citizens of their freedoms of
speech, press, and assembly? I fear many
people would be shocked once they realised
what the legal language means — but at that
point, it will be much harder to stop this
idiocy.

This agreement is not about free trade.
Copyright and patent monopolies, by defini-
tion, are the opposite of free trade; they are
exclusive rights preventing free trade. This
agreement is about asserting trade monopo-
lies held by the United States and forcing
everybody else to pay protection money or go
to jail for disrespecting the powers that be.

This is not free trade. This is racketeer-
ing. And it is disgusting.

RT &

The United States keeps asserting its
industry interests over the world
uvnder the false flag of “free trade.”
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Emile Schepers

There was a presidential election
in Madagascar on October 25.
Thirty-three candidates were on
the ballot, and nobody got a major-
ity. According to the Malagasy con-
stitution, the top two vote getters
must go to a runoff on December
20. The biggest vote went to Jean
Louis Robinson, with 21.1 percent,
with Hery Rajaonarimampianina
second, at 15.9 percent.

Madagascar is a huge island
off the East Coast of Africa, with a
population of 22 million. It was first
settled 2,000 years ago or more by
travellers from Borneo, with later
additions from the African continent.
Madagascar has unique flora and
fauna, much of which is now threat-
ened by expanding human economic
activities.

For a long time an independent
kingdom, Madagascar was seized
by France in 1896, and exploited as
a colony. When the French empire
was fatally weakened by World War
IT and defeats in Vietnam and Algeria,
and after a large-scale mass rebellion,
Madagascar got its independence in
1960.

The first highly authoritarian
government, headed by Philibert
Tsirinana, was little more than a
continuation of French colonial rule
by another name, but that government
was overthrown and subsequent ones
tried, like other African countries, to
disentangle themselves from European
control by bidding for support from
the Soviet Union and its allies, as
well as China.

After the fall of Soviet and
Eastern European socialism,
Madagascar’s trade relations have
followed the same pattern as those
of most other African countries; that
is, the country is stuck in a pattern of

having to lure “foreign direct invest-
ment” focused on tapping the subsoil
wealth, by accepting trade agreements
favourable to its trading partners (of
which France is still the largest), and
unfavourable to ordinary Malagasy
citizens. The country also depends on
foreign aid from international donors.

Thus, Madagascar today is one of
the richest nations in the region, and
one of the poorest. It has vast natural
resources (gold, nickel, cobalt, petro-
leum), but 92 percent of its people
live on US$2.00 per day or less. Like
other nations in Africa, vast profits
are obtained by foreign corporations
through the exploitation of the subsoil
wealth, while ordinary Malagasy
citizens eke out a living through hard-
scrabble farming. Weather fluctuations
cause frequent famines.

Dissatisfaction about this state of
affairs has led to periodic grassroots
protest movements, sometimes end-
ing in the ouster of the government
in power. During the presidency of
Marc Ravalomanana (2002-2009),
Madagascar made some economic
progress; however the wealth brought
in by foreign investment and trade
was not seen as benefiting ordinary
people. Ravalomanana was also criti-
cised for his authoritarianism. The last
straw was the revelation that his gov-
ernment had signed an agreement with
the South Korean Daewoo Logistics
Corporation whereby about half of the
arable farmland in Madagascar would
be transferred, by a long-term lease,
to Daewoo’s control, to be developed
into industrial farming production for
the Korean market.

Comments by Daewoo executives
created extreme fear that the farm
plan might leave millions destitute.
Daewoo said the plan would create
45,000 jobs for Malagasy citizens, but
the people feared many more would
be displaced.
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This led to protests in 2009 in
which Andry Rajoelina, the young
mayor of the capital, Antananarivo,
and a successful former disk jockey
and media entrepreneur, played a
leading role. President Ravalomanana
responded by closing Rajoelina’s TV
station and dismissing him as mayor.
Violent conflicts between the support-
ers of Ravalomanana and Rajoelina
left more than 100 dead. Sections
of the armed forces intervened on
Rajoelina’s side, and Ravalomanana
went into exile. Rajoelina ended up
as interim president of Madagascar.
One of his first acts was to cancel the
Daewoo deal.

The “international community,”
meaning the European Union, the
United States, the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank,
the African Union and others reacted

Police used against
firefighters’ strike

Peter Lazenby

BRITAIN: Uniformed police
are being used to drive scab fire
engines to break firefighters’
strike action in West Yorkshire,
pickets and police have confirmed.
A woman police officer is among
those seen driving engines through
firefighters’ picket lines, the Fire
Brigades Union (FBU) said.

Leeds fire station, which cov-
ers the city centre, was among the
picket lines crossed. FBU Leeds
division chairman Paul Drinkwater,
a firefighter there, said: “They have
been used throughout the strike in
West Yorkshire.

“They are driving appliances. It
is appalling. It isn’t being hidden.
They are in police uniform.”

He said that on the first day of
strike action on September 25, half
a dozen police were on duty at West
Yorkshire Fire Service’s headquar-
ters at Birkenshaw in Bradford.

Mr Drinkwater said police were
being used “only to drive appli-
ances” rather than firefighting. “But
using the police to strike-break is
appalling,” he said.

“Are they going to be driving

ambulances if there is an ambu-
lance strike? Where do you draw
the line?”

A statement issued by West
Yorkshire Police and obtained by
the FBU through West Yorkshire
Police and Crime Commissioner’s
office said: “West Yorkshire
Police have been assisting with
the industrial dispute that has
recently occurred and continue to
do so as the safety of the public is
paramount.

“The police work on a regular
basis with our partners in West
Yorkshire Fire and Rescue and will
remain available to ensure that the
best services possible are delivered
to the people of West Yorkshire.”

The statement was issued in
advance of the four-hour stop-
page which took place last week
and admitted that police were to
be deployed again “assisting our
colleagues in the fire service on
Wednesday in a variety of roles.”

FBU Yorkshire and the Humber
regional secretary Peter Smith said:
“All this is going to do is drag the
strike out.”

And FBU general secretary
Matt Wrack confirmed that the

union was looking into the reports.

He said: “West Yorkshire Fire
Service has been assuring us that
they had sufficient provisions in
place to deal with industrial action
by firefighters.

“If police officers are being
drafted in to plug gaps you’d have
to question whether their contingen-
cies are adequate.”

West Yorkshire Fire Service
told the Morning Star newspaper:
“Police have been assisting in a
range of roles during the dispute as
per our contingency plans.”

Earlier the authority admitted
that in the run-up to strike action it
was recruiting from the ranks of the
region’s unemployed, providing six
weeks’ basic training in readiness to
deploy recruits as strike-breakers.

It also confirmed it had
approached retired firefighters, ask-
ing them to come out of retirement
to break the strike.

FBU Yorkshire and the Humber
national executive committee mem-
ber Ian Murray said there had been
no reports to the union of police
being used to break the strike in
other fire service areas.

Morning Star &

angrily to punish Madagascar for
“breaching constitutional norms.”
Foreign investment has dropped from
US$1.36 billion in 2009 to US$.46
billion this year.

Most foreign assistance dis-
appeared. Living conditions in
Madagascar have plummeted. The
environment is being trashed (for
example, the great forests are being
cut down to supply foreign purchas-
ers of high quality wood). And the
Daewoo deal may be revived.

Long negotiations preceded last
month’s elections. It was agreed that
neither Rajoelina nor Ravalomanana
could run. Ravalomanana and his
allies support Robinson, while
Rajoelina and his followers will back
Rajaonarimampianina. The two can-
didates are now vying for the support
of the other 31 candidates.

Whoever wins will find himself
faced with the same dilemma that
Madagascar and other poor countries
have faced for decades.

The country’s great natural wealth
can only be tapped for balanced
national development, of a kind that
would improve the living standards
of the people, via the activities of
foreign companies that are looking
out for their own profits, and foreign
governments with their own economic
and geopolitical agendas.

So things stay the same, states
are weak and political instability is
endemic. Getting out of this bind will
require the kind of political realign-
ments that have occurred in much of
Latin America over the past decade,
at the very least.

People’s World &

Japan cuils
emissions targets

Japan has drastically scaled back
its target for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. The country wants
to reduce emissions by 3.8 percent
from their 2005 level by 2020.

Government spokesman
Yoshihide Suga claimed that the
revision was necessary because
the earlier goal of a 25 percent
reduction from the 1990 level was
unrealistic.

The new target represents a 3
percent increase on 1990 emissions.

Given Japan’s status as the
world’s third-largest economy and
fifth-largest source of greenhouse
gas emissions, the decision could
be a significant setback for climate
talks underway in Warsaw.

Under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol

Japan had pledged to cut green-
house gas emissions by 6 percent
to 1.186 billion tons a year over the
five years to March 2013.

Emissions in the year that
ended in March were up 2.8 percent
from the year before and at 1.207
billion tons, the second highest after
arecord 1.218 in 2007. Mr Suga
claimed that the 25 percent reduc-
tion goal had been “completely
baseless.”

The initial reaction to Japan’s
announcement in Warsaw was
consternation.

“I don’t have any words to
describe my dismay,” said Chinese
delegation deputy head Su Wei.
Morning Star &
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Al-Qaeda finds

new home in Kosovo

Lyuba Lulko

The police of Kosovo arrested six
Albanians in Pristina and Gnjilane
suspected of preparing terrorist
attacks. Reportedly, the detainees
were preparing an explosion of
one of the man-made lakes to
flood several villages. There are
reports saying that Kosovo is
being converted into a base for
training terrorists. In general,
the boomerang, launched by the
West, is back.

Al-Qaeda has established itself
firmly in the self-proclaimed Republic
of Kosovo, where the order is sup-
ported by NATO forces, consisting,
inter alia, of US troops. The police
had been keeping tabs on an immi-
grant from Syria, Abu Hafs al-Albani
for quite a time. In his house, a large
quantity of arms and remote-control-
led explosives were found after his
arrest, the Serbian website novosti.rs
said with reference to a spokesman
for the Kosovo police.

The official said that the group
of Albani, acting on behalf of Syrian
group An-Nusra (sworn to the head
of Al-Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri)
planned terrorist attacks on religious
grounds in the entire territory of
Kosovo. The second detainee is
suspected of attacking Mormons,

US citizens, who were distributing
religious literature in Pristina.

The special mission of the
European Union in Kosovo (EULEX)
has investigated eight cases of terror-
ism in the breakaway republic. Four
of them are in their preliminary stage;
charges were brought down against
two individuals. Albani is an ethnic
Albanian, who went to Syria a year
ago, where he fought with hundreds
of other Albanians on the side of
jihadists.

On his return home, he began
to prepare terrorist acts. Serbian
media, referring to Iranian news
agency FARS, reported that it was
a Turkish humanitarian organisation
that recruited Albanians for Syria in
Kosovo. The last group consisted of
90 people.

One of them, known as Abu
Abdullah al-Kosovo of the Islamic
State of Iraq and Sham, in a video
message released on the Internet,
called on European Muslims to put
aside their European comfort and
go to fight in Syria. Employees of
Western intelligence agencies are
concerned that Western Muslims will
be radicalised in Syria.

“Security agencies believe that
about 1,000 volunteering jihadists
from all over Europe are now fight-
ing in Syria, compared to only 250 at
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the end of 2012,” says Der Spiegel.
“About 90 of them are from the
UK, 120 — from Belgium, 50 — from
Denmark and 150 — from Kosovo.”

“The Syrian jihad raises particular
concerns, given how much easier it
is to reach Europe from Syria than,
let’s say, from Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Yemen or Somalia,” a German secu-
rity officer said. Moreover, Western
intelligence services fail to monitor
the spread of this infection.

“The reality is that we can not
keep track of all those coming from

Right-wing “think tanks”
hijacking state govis
Special to peoplesworld.org

Twelve new reports released on
November 14 reveal that the State
Policy Network (SPN), an US$83
million web of right-wing “think
tanks,” is moving to seize the
legislative agendas in every state
across the US.

Although SPN’s member organ-
isations claim to be non-partisan
and independent, an in-depth inves-
tigation reveals that SPN and its
state affiliates are major drivers of
the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC)-backed corporate
agenda in state houses nationwide,
with deep ties to the Koch brothers
and the national right-wing network
of funders.

The reports show how these
groups masquerade as “think tanks,”
and describe how some of them
may be skirting tax laws while real-
ly orchestrating extensive lobbying
and political operations to peddle
their legislative agenda to state leg-
islators, all the while reporting little
or no lobbying activities.

“The ‘experts’ of State Policy
Network groups get quoted on TV,
in the papers, or in the legisla-
ture as if they were non-partisan,
objective scholars on issues of
public policy,” said Lisa Graves,
executive director of the Centre
for Media and Democracy (CMD).
“But in reality, SPN is a front
for corporate interests with an
extreme national policy agenda
tied to some of the most retrograde
special interests in the country,
including the billionaire Koch

brothers, the Waltons, the Bradley

Foundation, the Roe Foundation,

and the Coors family.”

Denise Cardinal, executive
director of Progress Now added,
“The bottom line is these organisa-
tions of the rich, by the rich and for
the rich are representing themselves
as groups that are looking out for
the best interests of everyday, work-
ing class Americans and it’s just
a blatant lie. What we’re doing is
trying to bring some transparency
to the damaging work they’re doing
on a daily basis. From policies that
promote polluting the air and water
to the destruction of our public
education system and a tax system
that benefits their rich donors, what
these organisations are doing is
shameful and it’s time that someone
brought this to light.”

The reports — a nationally-
focused report written by CMD
and eleven state-focused reports
written by Progress Now member
groups and CMD — can be viewed
at www.stinkfanks.org.

Key findings include:

* While it has become an $83
million dollar right-wing empire,
SPN and most of its affiliates
do not post their major donors
on their websites. The identities
of the donors discovered reveal
that SPN is largely funded by
global corporations — such as
Reynolds American, Altria,
Microsoft, AT&T, Verizon,
GlaxoSmithKline, Kraft Foods,
Express Scripts, Comcast, Time

Warner, and the Koch and tea
party-connected DCI Group.

» Corporations like Facebook and

the for-profit online education

company K12 Inc, as well as the
e-cigarette company NJOY, also

fund SPN, as demonstrated by its
most recent annual meeting.

Although SPN’s affiliates

are registered as educational

non-profits, several appear to

orchestrate extensive lobbying
and political operations to peddle
their legislative agenda to state
legislators, despite the IRS’s
regulations on non-profit political
and lobbying activities.

* SPN and its affiliates push an
extreme right-wing agenda that
aims to privatise education,
block healthcare reform, restrict
workers’ rights, roll back
environmental protections, and
create a tax system that benefits
most those at the very top level of
income.

¢ SPN and many of its affiliates
are some of the most active
members and largest sponsors of
the controversial ALEC, where
special interest groups and state
politicians vote behind closed
doors on “model” legislation
to change Americans’ rights,
through ALEC’s task forces.
SPN has close ties to, and works
with, other national right-wing
organisations like the Franklin
Centre and David Koch’s
Americans for Prosperity.
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Syria,” the German newspaper wrote.
In the wake of the above-mentioned
arrests, a previously unknown terrorist
group appeared, Jihad Kosovo.

The group informed via email
that the police of the region would
become the target of a “terrible
attack”, unless the arrested individu-
als were released.

In April, it was reported that rep-
resentatives of the Syrian opposition
were establishing contacts with the
authorities of Kosovo. The story was
about the training of Syrian rebels,
with the approval of the authorities of
Kosovo that can not make a step with-
out the approval of the Americans.

According to Serbian military
analyst Milovan Dretsun, Syrian
opposition members receive mili-
tary training in Eastern Europe, in
Kosovo in particular. “The center of
the Kosovo Police Service in Vucitrn
is under direct patronage of certain
Western intelligence agencies, pri-
marily British and American ones.
They converted the Kosovo Police
Academy into a training camp for the
Syrian opposition, primarily radical
Islamists, some of whom are members

of Al-Qaeda from different countries,
from the countries of the region in the
first place. After training, they will
be sent to Syria to organise sabotage
and terrorist acts,” Dretsun told the
Voice of Russia.

The Associated Press also
reported that on April 26, a delega-
tion of the Syrian opposition, on the
way from the United States, made a
stop in Pristina to negotiate the use
of the experience of the Kosovo
Liberation Army in Syria. Well, his-
tory repeats itself, and it is far from
farce. Kosovo-trained rebels turned
their weapons against their teachers
and patrons.

The United States and Britain,
fuelling the training of terrorists in
Kosovo, reap the fruits of their irre-
sponsible policy. “Returnees” may
appear in the cities of Europe and the
United States any moment.

Thus ethnic Albanians from
Kosovo and neighbouring Macedonia
were associated with the preparation
of the thwarted terrorist attack in
Tampa, Florida and in 2007, they
attacked Fort Dix in New Jersey.
Pravda.ru @&

World’s 21 million
victims of forced

Antonio Carlos Lacerda

GENEVA: There are around 21
million people who are victims
of forced labour in the world. A
Study by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) notes that 20.9
million people are trapped in jobs
imposed by means of coercion or
deception and from which they
cannot leave. Most are women,
representing 55% of the total, with
11.4 million estimated victims.

Victims of forced sexual exploi-
tation make up 22% of people sub-
jected to forced labour. The work
related to sex has “strong ties” with
displacements across borders, the
study found. Estimates are that 9.1
million people (44%) who are vic-
tims of forced labour have moved
within their country or abroad.

The main sectors in which
there is exploitation of this type of
labour are agriculture, construc-
tion, domestic work and industries,

among which there is a 68% share
of victims.

Besides these sectors, linked to
the private sector, 2.2 million (10%)
of the victims are victims of forced
labour imposed by the state, such as
in prisons — violating ILO standards
— or imposed by armed rebel forces
or national armies.

The concentration of victims of
forced labour is higher in central
and south eastern Europe, where
countries have the mark of 4.2
victims of forced labour for every
thousand inhabitants. The lowest
concentration is in the Euro zone,
with a ratio of 1.5 victims of this
type of work for every thousand
inhabitants. Latin America and the
Caribbean have the rate of 3.1 per
thousand inhabitants.

The average age of workers is
also a concern raised by the study.
Of the 20.9 million people, 5.5 mil-
lion are under 18.

Pravda.ru &
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Surveillance society

The global surveillance system to
control information in an organ-
ised way is much bigger than “big
brother” — spying on its citizens
secretly, comprehensively and
without accountability.

It includes the recent revelations
about drones, special operations
and kill lists. Tools of “freedom”
are being turned into tools of opera-
tion and agencies like the Nation
Security Agency and Government
Communications Headquarters are
eroding not only our privacy but
also our hard-earned freedom, civil
liberties and violating human rights.

These programs are highly
unconstitutional, illegal, intrusive and
undemocratic.

Security assessments given by
the US and European intelligence
gathering agencies always highlight

new “threats” with the purpose of
starting new conflicts and wars.
Peace, dialogue and diplomatic
solutions are routinely ignored with
a result that it becomes easier to go to
war than to explore peaceful solutions.
T Southern
Brisbane

Abusers must
not be let off

The Betrayal of Trust report into
child abuse has made its recom-
mendations and let’s hope that
they are acted upon quickly. For
too long the survivors of clerical
abuse have been denied justice.

The Catholic Church was found
to be by far the largest abuser. It
looks as if it is still in denial — one
of the priests who raped several girls
and women was declared a “living
treasure” recently. Denis Hart, the
archbishop of Melbourne, did not
sound very convincing during his
interview on Lateline on November
13. However, let’s hope that once
begun, the process will go on and no
abuser is let off.

We as a community will have to
be vigilant in not letting the abusers
get away with it. What is of great
concern to me is another matter which

Letters / Culture & Life

is connected with churches and other
non-governmental organisations. The
present government is very keen
to sack as many public servants as
possible and shift welfare sector in
particular into private hands — namely
churches and other faith-based groups.
Given their reputation as revealed
by the Victorian Parliamentary Com-
mission into child abuse and the Royal
Commission under way — this is a bad
move on a number of levels. Once
again the most vulnerable people in
our society will have to deal with the
proven abusers. I do not think this
should happen.
Mati English
Sydney

What is Abbott
trading away?

Last week the Greens put a motion
to the Senate calling on the govern-
ment to table the current nego-
tiating text of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership Agreement (TPPA).
This affects all of us. The
Intellectual Property chapter of the
TPPA was leaked, which indicates
Australians could end up paying more
for movies, computer games and soft-
ware, as well as drugs and medicines.
I’m particularly concerned about the
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Sydney Rally
The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)

FAIR DEAL or NO DEAL

12-2pm — November 29
Martin Place (Cnr Castlereagh St)

The Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) is a free trade agreement
involving Australia, the US, and ten other countries. Negotiations are
secretive and the agenda is being driven by US corporations. They want:
Special rights for foreign investors to sue governments over health and
environmental laws; Higher medicine prices; Threats to our internet freedom;
Less Australian content in film and television: The Coalition gov't wants to
finish the negotiations by the end of this year.

Contact: campaign@aftinet.org.au

potential of the TPPA to force internet
providers to police your internet use,
censor content, take down websites
and impose harsh criminal penal-
ties for non-commercial copyright
infringements.

Apart from the occasional leak,
the text has been kept a total secret
from the public. US companies are
heavily involved in drafting an agree-
ment that Australian people won’t
get to see until it’s a done deal. The

Abbott government is pushing for it to
be fast-tracked, behind closed doors.
No agreement this important
should be finalised without the
informed input of the people it will
affect. Australian governments should
reject trade agreements that put the
civil liberties, environment, public
health and welfare of Australians
at risk.
Scott Ludlam
The Greens

Cult
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Rob Gow

Capitalism

Under the headline “The Stealthy Killer
That Is Capitalism”, US college lecturer
and author Paul Buchheit wrote an article
in Common Dreams on November 11, 2013,
about the growing ill effects of capitalism on
American people’s well-being. “The process
is gradual, insidious, lethal. It starts with
financial stress in various forms, and then,
according to growing evidence, leads to
health problems and shorter lives”, he wrote.

“Financial stress is brought upon us by the
profit motive of capitalism, which offers little
incentive to feed hungry children, to treat the
sick, to secure us in retirement, to provide job
opportunities for middle-class Americans.” [In
modern American parlance, “middle class” also
encompasses the working class.]

There are now some 48 million Americans
depending on government food stamps to obtain
food. The whole budget for the SNAP (food
stamp) program is a piddling $78 billion — that’s
less than the 2012 investment earnings of the
20 wealthiest Americans. Nevertheless, the
Republican-dominated Congress has cut it. Half
the SNAP recipients are children, but in future
they will now get $1.40 for a meal instead of
$1.50. Even a child cannot get a decent meal in
the USA for $1.50 (let alone $1.40). Malnutrition
now stalks millions of Americans. Meanwhile,
as Buchheit says, “not a penny extra is being
taken from the multi-billionaires.”

Paul Buchheit is the founder and devel-
oper of social justice and educational websites
UsAgainstGreed.org and PayUpNow.org and is the editor
and main author of American Wars: Illusions
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and Realities (Clarity Press). He is especially
crooked on ultra-wealthy Americans who mock
the reality of the situation in the US, and their
own situation in particular. People like Casino
billionaire Steve Wynn who had the gall to
declare: “Guys like me are job creators and
we don’t like having a bulls-eye painted on
our back.”

Or guys like Bank CEO John A Allison IV:
“Instead of an attack on the 1 percent, let’s call
it an attack on the very productive.” [What did
he ever actually produce, apart from bank profits
for his family and friends? Given that he is the
IV of his ilk, we can be sure that some at least
of his wealth is inherited, not even the product
of his own scheming and conniving. |

Buchheit comments: “The reality is that
corporate profits have doubled in ten years,
and the corporate tax percent has been cut in
half, while millions of jobs have been lost.” Job
creators my eye!

Buchheit also takes a quick look at the
effects of capitalism’s many crises on the health
of the US population. “Over 200 recent studies
have confirmed a link between financial stress
and sickness. In just 20 years America’s ranking
among developed countries dropped on nearly
every major health measure.”

As we all know, the US does not have a
universal health care system or anything like
it. Illness or accident can mean ruin. Buchheit
points out that lack of a proper health care sys-
tem is itself a source of stress. With no public
health system to look after them, Americans are
forced to rely on the for-profit private system,

and the only way they can even try to afford
that is to take out private health insurance
policies, at a sufficiently high rate to cover
accidents and emergencies. Buchheit notes that
“A Harvard study estimated that nearly 45,000
Americans lost their lives in 2005 due to lack
of health insurance.” They couldn’t afford it.
That’s an awful lot of people who died because
they were poor.

Buchheit also focuses on the mental health
impact of capitalism in the US: “In addition to
its effects on our physical health, financial stress
threatens our mental well-being. Stunningly, one
out of every five American adults had mental ill-
ness in 2011, as reported by the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration.
Another recent study found that unemploy-
ment, whether voluntary or involuntary, can
significantly impact a person’s mental health.
But only one of two Americans needing mental
health care can afford treatment.

“Grimmer still is the growing suicide rate,
also linked to unemployment and declining
wealth. The rate has accelerated since the 2008
recession.”

Buchheit concludes: “The facts show that we
were a relatively healthy people until unregu-
lated free-market capitalism began to disrupt our
lives. Now, because of its winner-take-all profit
motive, we’re literally fighting for our lives.”

In another article Buchheit observes that
the wealthiest elite in the US has “taken $25
trillion of new wealth while paying less taxes.

“The 2013 Global Wealth Databook shows
that US wealth has increased from $47 trillion

in 2008 to $72 trillion in mid-2013. But accord-
ing to US government revenue figures, federal
income taxes have gone DOWN from 2008 to
2012. Even worse, corporations cut their tax
rate in half.

“American society has gained nothing from
its massive wealth expansion. There’s no wealth
tax, no financial transaction tax, no way to
ensure that infrastructure and public education
are supported.

“Just how much have the super-rich taken
over the past five years? Each of the elite 5%
— the richest 12 million Americans — gained, on
average, nearly a million dollars in financial
wealth between 2008 and 2013.

“For the first time in history”, says Buchheit,
“the rich believe they don’t need the rest of
us.” The rich in developed capitalist countries
have always needed the workers and the lower
middle class to work in their factories and buy
their products. With globalisation this is no
longer true. “Their factories can be in China,
producing goods for people in India or Europe
or anywhere else in the world.

“They don’t need our infrastructure for their
yachts and helicopters and submarines. They pay
for private schools for their kids, private security
for their homes. They have private emergency
rooms to avoid the health care hassle. All they
need is an assortment of servants, who might
be guest workers, willing to work for less than
a middle-class American can afford.”

That, as I am sure many of you have already
recognised, is the vision of the future shared by
Tony Abbott. &
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here have always been eccen-

trics who ventured into the
world’s wild places or the unknown
parts of the globe, when more sober-
minded individuals would have
counselled them to stay at home. Not
a few of these eccentrics have been
Englishmen, and some have been
English women — one English woman
rode a camel across Arabia at a time
when very few English men had even
seen the county’s coastline.

But that was then. Today, we
have a new class of “adventure
seekers”, people who do things that
are likely to get their names in the
Guinness Book of World Records,
and who do it for the “rush”. The
two central characters of Crossing
The Ice (ABC2 Tuesday November
26 at 7.30pm) had previously spent
62 days paddling a kayak across the
Tasman Sea from Australia to New
Zealand. They made it, but what if
anything had they actually achieved?
(Apart from proving the efficacy of
air travel, [ mean.)

The two men in question
(Australian “adventurers” Cas and
Jonesy) come across as a couple of
loud, fairly shallow yobbos. Their
next “adventure” after crossing the
Tasman is to walk from the Antarctic
coast to the South Pole and back.
Without assistance, each man pulling
a sled with their food and gear on
board. They have no Polar experience.

Shortly before setting out, they

discover that a Norwegian with
plenty of Polar experience is also
undertaking the same expedition that
they are doing, except that he is doing
it on his own.

The film that they make of their
trek to the Pole thus becomes a
record of a race. The elements and
the harsh going cause them physical
problems and one of them finds the
strain too much and has a near mental
break-down. They trudge on because
they have effectively no option to
do otherwise. Their Norwegian
competitor beats them hands down,
although he generously waits for them
just before the “finish line”, so they
can cross it together. Nevertheless,
they have completed the trek to the
Pole and back, although it appears to
me to be not so much an achievement
as a record of stupidity for no good
purpose. But perhaps I just lack “the
spirit of adventure”.

The program is feature length and
one begins to wonder at times — as the
boys themselves must have wondered
— when is this trudging across the ice
going to end?

hy is escapism the most

popular artistic form today
in literature, films and TV? It is not
simply because capitalism prefers it
and promotes it. It is also because
escapism is easier than realism, easier
on the writer and easier on the reader.
It is less emotionally demanding and
a lot less intellectually demanding.

When Maxim Gorki delivered
his manifesto in defence of realism
in the cause of socialism, at The
First All-Union Congress of Soviet
Writers in August, 1934, he was
speaking to fellow authors who
were also socialists. For Gorki,
a committed socialist, a socialist
writer could not separate his or her
art from the struggle to build and
develop socialism, a struggle that
was desperately urgent in the USSR
at that time. He maintained and the
Congress endorsed that the only
acceptable mode for a socialist writer
was realism, and realism in the service
of the socialist cause. Gorki called it
socialist realism.

Worth Watching
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Ernie Dingo as Ernie Johnson in “Dogs of war” -

Redfern Now (ABC1 Thursdays at 8.30pm). (Photo: Mark Rogers)

All genres were open to socialist
realist writers. They were never
confined to the “kitchen sink realism”
of the 1960s. They were expected to
tackle the “big” themes of the day,
in an era when society was being
completely remade, and human
relationships — both at home and at
work — were also being reworked.

There was never a stipulation
that stories had to be about heroic
tractor drivers or Civil War heroes,
that sort of crass trivialisation came
later, with bureaucrats who were more
interested in safeguarding their own
little sinecures than in understanding
what Gorki actually meant.

Nevertheless, even though we
never see examples of socialist
realism on Australian television, we
do see other examples of realism,
in series like Redfern Now (ABC1
Thursdays at 8.30pm). The writers
whom Gorki addressed in 1934 were
engaged in the heady task of building
a new, socialist, society. They were
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imbued with optimism, for they knew
the future belonged to the working
people. The realism we encounter
today, by contrast, often seems
grim, bleak, downbeat. No wonder
the masses are so easily diverted to
escapism!

Without a class perspective to
provide faith in the future and in the
class struggle, this modern realism
actually harks back to that of writers
like Charles Dickens, who exposed
the flaws and inequalities of the
society of their time but had little
basis for optimism other than their
own basic humanity.

If the writers of the Redfern
Now series had a more developed
class perspective, the problems
encompassed by the show’s scripts
would be able to be more deeply
developed and at the same time to be
more realistically optimistic. Poverty
and race prejudice are dismal to
have to live through (or even to sit
through). The struggle against the

system that imposes poverty and
prejudice on working people, on the
other hand, can be uplifting, character
building and full of hope.

onty Don writes and makes

television programs about
gardens. He is knowledgeable, eru-
dite and speaks fluent French, and
all these attributes are on display
in Monty Don’s French Gardens
(ABC1 Saturdays from November
30 at 6.00pm).

By relating the various gardens
he deals with (from formal lavish to
intimate informal) to the history and
culture of the country at the time, Don
makes these gardens very relevant
and informative. He certainly knows
his subject, and he has the ability to
make the design of a formal garden
interesting to the non-gardener.

And there is no doubt, some
of the gardens he shows us are
formally ornate and vast, with
fascinating histories and eye-catching
perspectives. @&
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The German newspaper Der
Spiegel and Sydney Morning Herald
disclosed that the Australian
government was carrying out
electronic surveillance and eaves-
dropping on phone and internet
communications. The security
organisation Australian Signals
Directorate (ASD) concealed
special electronic equipment
within the Australian diplomatic
missions in Kuala Lumpur, Port
Moresby, PNG, Bangkok, Beijing,
Dili, Jakarta, and Hanoi, based
upon information released by
intelligence whistleblower Edward
Snowden.

The exposing of espionage
activities from Australia’s diplomatic
missions have caused the Australian
government great embarrassment
which will potentially strain rela-
tions within the region for years to
come. So far the only comment that
has come from a “shell shocked”
Abbott government was from foreign
Minister Julie Bishop who said that
“it was not policy of the Australian
government to comment on intel-
ligence matters”, hardly sufficient to
placate some very angry governments
within the region.

Ms Bishop certainly has a
good cause for concern because the

Guardian

revelations according to other docu-
mentation and former Australian dip-
lomats are only the tip of the iceberg.

Australia has been collect-
ing intelligence in the South-East
Asian region for decades through a
multitude of methods from a large
array of facilities. In addition to
the electronic surveillance activi-
ties revealed recently, Australian
operatives stationed under diplomatic
cover across diplomatic missions in
the region carry out continuous “on
the ground” HUMINT (human intel-
ligence) operations.

Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks on
the US, the Australian intelligence
community has been considered an
equal partner with the US and operate
almost in a totally integrated fashion.
There are a number of important
facilities on Australian territory which
make important contributions to the
National Security Agency network.

Pine Gap just around 20 kilo-
metres from Alice Springs in the
Northern Territory is a joint facility
responsible for signals collection.
Here the ECHELON software under-
takes a meta-collection of phone, fax,
email and other data traffic from sat-
ellite transmissions, public switched
phone networks and microwave
signals.

This data is screened for pre-
programmed keywords and is linked
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to the British eavesdropping facil-
ity at Menwith Hill and a chain of
other intercepting facilities around
the world. After 9/11 there has been a
focus on the collection of intelligence
on terrorism suspects. Through com-
bining imagery with radio and mobile
phone transmissions, potential targets
can be pinpointed for drone strikes.
This information is fed to the US
Drone Strike Program.

Pine Gap is also part of the
X-Keystone network collecting and
analysing online data. Access to Pine
Gap is so important to the US because
many of its spy satellites are control-
led from this facility, and houses an
early missile launch detection system.

A satellite communications
facility at Kojarena, near Geraldton,
Western Australia, is responsible for
intercepting signals and mobile phone
communications from China, Russia,
Japan, India, and Pakistan through a
regional satellite network. Another
satellite station at Shoal Bay in the
Northern Territory focuses primarily
on intercepting Indonesian phone
communications and military signals.

There is a small remotely control-
led facility on Cocos Islands also used
for signals collection, which feeds into
the ASD headquarters at Russell Hill
in Canberra. The Washington Post
reports that the Cocos Islands is now
an important base in South China Sea
surveillance as a counter to Chinese
presence. The Cocos Islands might
be used for US drone flights over
the South China Sea. These activi-
ties suggest that China is the main
surveillance target.

Australia has also developed a
listening post connected to major
undersea communication cables
that carry voice and internet traffic
between the US and Asia, an action
far beyond any legislative authority.

Speculation exists that Australia
regularly intercepts Indonesian
President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono’s and other high ranking
officials mobile phone conversations.

Australia has been regularly read-
ing Indonesian diplomatic traffic since
the 1950s, which played an important
role in what helped the US under-
mine the Sukarno regime and install
Suharto as President back in 1965.

The above data collection system
is supplemented with extremely good
working relationships with commu-
nications companies. Similar links
also exist with banks and credit card
providers. Data from these sources
is screened through the meta-data
collection system PRISM.

Perhaps even more disturbing
than electronic surveillance exposed
by Edward Snowden are the HUMINT
activities undertaken by Australian
operatives under diplomatic cover at
Australian missions abroad.

According to a retired senior
diplomatic official and an Australian
Federal Police (AFP) officer, a large
array of human intelligence is col-
lected and operations undertaken
from these clandestine groups within

diplomatic missions. Each group oper-
ating from a diplomatic mission would
include operatives from ASIO, ASIS,
the AFP, the Defence Intelligence
Group, the Australian Taxation
Office (ATO), military attachés, and
the Department of Immigration and
Border Protection.

These operatives are concerned
with both Australian and foreign
nationals in the areas of business
activities, money laundering, coun-
terfeiting, identity theft, tax evasion,
narcotics, human trafficking, arms
trading, paedophilia, terrorism, gen-
eral criminal activities, and anything
considered important to the interests
of Australia.

In addition, some work is
sub-contracted to ‘CIA “friendly”
companies like VFS Global which
collect and process visa applications
on behalf of the “UKUSA” security
collaborating countries of UK, USA,
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.
VFS has a proprietary client profil-
ing system which assists on creating
databases on “persons of interest”.

Not all activities are aimed at
the host governments the diplomatic
missions are operating within. A large
proportion of time is spent by these
clandestine groups monitoring the per-
sonnel of other diplomatic missions
of interest. For example Australian
intelligence is interested in what the
trade officials of the Chinese Embassy
are doing in Jakarta, Bangkok, Hanoi,
and Kuala Lumpur, etc.

Other priorities include the
surveillance of Australian citizens
abroad which an agency may have
an interest in. Over the last decade
the intelligence services have become
much more interested in criminal
intelligence.

The CIA, NSA and other partner
intelligence agencies are now prima-
rily focused upon economic, busi-
ness, industrial, trade, and political
data collection. This information is
vitally important in trade negotiations
and shaping the future finance-scape
of the region, particularly with the
US aspiration of forming the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) and Asian
pivot as a counter to Chinese growth
of influence across the Asian region.
Former CIA operative Philip Agee in
an interview before his death in 2008
confirmed that much of the informa-
tion collected by intelligence is used
to assist US multinationals rather than
for national security purposes.

Another former Australian intel-
ligence officer said that the data

collected had very little to do with
“the war on terror”, but tended to be
political, diplomatic, and commercial
in nature. Australia is sometimes
placed in the position where it col-
lects intelligence which is used for the
interests of the US over the interests
of Australia, particularly in the com-
mercial area.

Ironically Australia is cutting its
foreign aid budget by $4.5 billion
over the next four years, while at the
same time increasing its intelligence
budget. This is not a good message to
be sending out to the region if sincere
and open engagement is truly sought
by the Abbott government.

There have been allegations that
Australian surveillance services are
“out of control” and unaccountable,
where laws are regularly flouted while
it is keeping track on both Australian
and foreign citizens. There have been
allegations that ASIS assisted MI6 to
protect British interests in Hong Kong
and Kuwait, potentially to the detri-
ment of Australian interests.

There have been accusations that
ASIS deliberately lied to the then
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam about
covert operations in Chile during the
early 1970s, when ordered to stop.

The security agencies have
damaged Australia’s relations with
its neighbours, trading partners, and
friends to the point where it could
take many years to repair.

One of the collateral effects of
this scandal is that Australia has
been found not to be true to its own
democratic ideals. It has been found
wanting, by disregarding its own poli-
cies, if not its own laws. This is not to
mention the moral position Australia
is in through its facilitation of target
information for US drone strikes
which many consider war crimes.

Australia must be prepared for
a strong backlash in Asia where
Australia is now seen as being blindly
aligned with US security interests.
Finally, from the geo-political per-
spective, the Der Spiegel and Sydney
Morning Herald reports came at a
time when Obama’s “no show” in
the region for the Bali and Brunei
Summits gave Russian Premier Putin
and more so Chinese Premier Xi
Jinpeng uncontested market-space
to win the “hearts and minds” of the
regions leaders.

We may be watching a great shift
in regional influence where Australia
may miss the boat.
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