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The news on climate change keeps getting
worse. The gap between what needs to done
in Australia and what is actually being
implemented keeps blowing out. But the
response to the looming calamity has gone
from token under Labor to non-existent
under Abbott and the Coalition. A streak
of self-satisfied anti-intellectualism has
crept into the “debate” over climate change.
Abbott, former catholic seminarian, business
manager, journalist and political advisor, has
taken to wearing a hard hat and high-vis
gear to deliver his pitch that the climate has
always thrown up the sorts of challenges it
is currently sending Australia’s way.

It doesn’t wash. The volunteer fire fighting
stints and other “common” touches won’t hide
the fact that the planet has broken over 100
heat-related records this year. The Centre for
Australian Weather and Climate Research has
concluded that the El Niflo Southern Oscillation
will produce worse droughts during the El Nifio
phase and more extreme storms and floods
during the La Nifia years, courtesy of global
warming.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s recently released Fifth Assessment

Report was clearer than ever on the relation-
ship between global warming and the type of
human activity being practised at present. In
passing, it should be noted that some countries,
such as Cuba and China, have long heeded the
warnings and launched massive, society-wide
programs to reverse the damage. Others, like
Australia, have governments that are climate
change deniers obliged by the weight of public
opinion to appear to be doing something.
Authority after authority is weighing in with
their judgement that the Coalition/ALP target
of a five percent reduction of carbon dioxide
emissions from 2000 levels by 2020 is woefully
inadequate. Europe’s Ecofys consultancy has
proposed a 27-34 percent reduction by 2020,
82-101 percent by 2030 and 98-106 percent by
2050. Australia’s own Climate Change Authority
has released a draft report on the burning ques-
tion and recommended a conservative 15 percent
reduction by 2020 and a 35-50 percent cut by
2030. Observers are wondering if the Authority
will survive government cuts long enough to
produce its final report in February of next year.
The Coalition still needs to repeal Labor’s
carbon tax legislation but it appears it will be
able to introduce most of its “Direct Action
Plan” without the need for parliamentary
approval. Abbott & Co are using this tactic

extensively to usher in their reactionary pro-
gram. Parliamentary Labor is still wondering
whether it should drop off the issue leaving it to
unions and community organisations to shoulder
the responsibility for the future of the planet.
The results of the federal election were, by no
means, a landslide but the ALP’s enthusiasm for
a carbon tax leading to an Emissions Trading
Scheme has clearly been dented.

As governments prepare for the next big
gathering tasked with setting new global emis-
sions targets in Paris in 2015, debate is still
raging about the efficacy of emissions trad-
ing schemes. Some economists, sniffing new
investment opportunities for their sponsors,
are very keen. They like the idea that pollution
“credits” can be bought from other, usually
poorer countries. Others note that markets don’t
always deliver the desired goods and point to
the failure of the European model. Few are
talking about the difficulty of getting on top of
the problem while political power stays in the
hands of the elite groups of people who get rich
off destroying the planet.

In the meantime, Australia’s federal
Environment Minister is planning to do nothing.
He has the support of University of Queensland
professor Paul Frijters, who says “I think the
government’s policy of ‘no policy’ is exactly the

right one for a small country like Australia,” the
professor told the media. What the government
is doing is embarrassing the people of Australia
with outrageous comments and gaffs on the
topic of climate change.

The Prime Minister said the visiting
Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change,
Christiana Figueres, was “talking through
her hat” when she explained that there was a
strong link between climate change and extreme
weather events. There was a barrage of ridicule
directed at anybody who made a connection
between global warming and the dramatic
early onset of the NSW bushfire season. Expert
opinion from Professor Will Steffen, who has
co-authored a soon-to-be-released report on
the bush fires, was dismissed as “complete
hogwash” by the PM.

And, of course, there were the comments
from Environment Minster Greg Hunt question-
ing the consensus on global warming and citing
Wikipedia as a source. A short-lived note on
Wikipedia’s entry for Greg Hunt said, “Since
the 2013 election Hunt has become the Minister
for the Environment. He has already proven to
be terrible at his job, to no surprise.” Sometimes
the online reference is spot on! &
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Agri-businesses
taking over the farm

There are strong divisions within Coalition ranks over the ques-
tion of foreign investments, price regulation, privatisation and free
trade in relation to agricultural products. The Coalition is divided
over whether to give Chinese companies the same investment rights
afforded to US and other foreign corporations.

Some National Party members of government are strongly
opposed to lifting import restrictions on farm products. There
are strong concerns over the deregulation of milk prices. There
is growing opposition to the sale of rural land to foreign entities.
“Free trade” and deregulation of foreign investment are being
questioned by Nationals and the farmers some of them represent.

Dairy farmers are one group up in arms. The Guardian
warned in 2000 that if state pricing controls on drinking milk
were removed, that “dairy farmers faced extinction”. (“Consumers,
farmers milked”, Guardian, 05-07-2000)

At that time dairy farmers in NSW were guaranteed a “farm
gate price” of 54 cents a litre for their milk. Since deregulation,
the two major supermarket chains have exercised their monopoly
powers to cut the price.

Prices not only plummeted and wildly fluctuated, dairy farmers
were left with no certainty for the years to come. By 2006-07, typi-
cal farm-gate prices in NSW were 35.7 cents per litre — two thirds
of their 2000 price, and closer to half in real terms when rising
costs are taken into account. In 2011-12, NSW farmers received
around 47.4 cents per litre. To have just kept pace with the CPI,
they should have been paid more than 77 cents.

Since deregulation in 2000, the number of dairy farmers has
been halved from 12,500 to close to 6,000 and there are many
more on the brink, being driven out by monopoly pricing mecha-
nisms that see them paid less than the cost of production and
transportation.

Co-operatives have been corporatised (eg Bega Cheese) and
then sold. At the same time the major supermarkets have increased
their market domination, monopolising over 50 percent of the fresh
milk market, compared with 25 percent prior to deregulation.

Deregulation has facilitated the demise of family farms. Herd
sizes are becoming far larger as farming and processing (cheese
and other products) are being taken over by larger industrial out-
fits, moving towards monopoly production. As families are driven
off the land, the agro-industrial complexes have taken over. For
example, Warrnambool Cheese & Butter (WCB), the oldest dairy
processor in Australia, is listed on the ASX. Three dairy proces-
sors — Bega Cheese, Murray Goulburn and Lion — own around
45 percent of its shares.

Now there is a battle over control of WCB with some of the
biggest foreign global players competing for what they see as a
lucrative gateway into Asian markets.

This process of monopolisation of dairy farming, processing
and marketing has accelerated in recent years. A hand full of
exporters will soon be dictating milk and milk product prices
for exports. Small family farmers will be further squeezed and
at some point supermarket prices will rise as retail monopolies
exercise their pricing powers.

The long-term sustainability and viability of agricultural pro-
duction in Australia can only be assured by government planning
and regulation, by support for the rights of small farmers and
public ownership of the large agro-industrial set-ups. Planning and
regulation include pricing, determining which crops are grown,
environmental measures, water usage, promotion of co-operatives,
and single marketing desks.

One thing can be certain, the so-called “free trade” (read
monopoly controlled trade) being so strongly promoted by neo-
liberals such as Treasurer Joe Hockey, is neither free nor in the
interests of Australia’s farmers or the people of Australia. Nor do
deregulation and competition policy result in more competition.
They are a recipe for privatisation and monopoly domination.

PRESS FUND

Why did the Coalition federal government raise the limit on
government debt by a massive 500 billion dollars? It’s possible
that they’re quite willing to give in to Clive Palmer’s demands
for the revenues collected under Labor’s carbon tax to be
refunded to the mining companies. It’s also possible that the US
government, whose own astronomical national debt dwarfs our
own, wants its servile ally, Australia, to pay a greater proportion
of the costs of the vast US war program. In order to keep you
abreast of new information, we really need your assistance in
the form of contributions to the Press Fund, so please send us
something for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks
to this week’s supporters, as follows:

John Barlow $20, Mark Mannion $5, Steve Dunlop $10, NTP
Lunch Club $90, “Round Figure” $20

This week’s total: $145 Progressive total: $6,380

Guardian

Congress Appeal -

The outcome of the special appeal for the CPA’s 12th
National Congress is outstanding. We thank everyone
for their generous contributions, without which we
could not bring so many Comrades to Sydney from
around Australia. The final total for the Appeal is

$14,922.50.

Acknowledgements were given in the Guardian for
some of the individual contributions made during the
collection at the Opening Night. We omitted mention

contributions:

CPA §1,000.

of $250 from Joanna Mavrantonis in loving memory
of her grandfather John Sgouras, a former member of
the SPA and KKE who died 20 years ago. Our apolo-
gies. It was included in the amount noted from the
Opening. Since then we have received the following

Inner West Branch CPA $1,000, Maritime Branch

Cumulative total: $14,922.50. &

aid

Mahala Strohfeldt

The right way to hunt and respect
for animals were among the
key strategies of the Cape York
Turtle and Dugong Regional Plan
unveiled last month in Cairns by
Cape York traditional owners.

The launch was a part of the
Cape York Indigenous Land and
Sea Management Exhibition, which
included music by local performer
Simone Stacey, Aboriginal dance
groups and children’s activities.

Turtle and Dugong Taskforce
member Robbie Deemal said the
launch of the regional plan ensured
Aboriginal people’s traditional rights
and knowledge were respected and
ensured turtle and dugong species
continued to survive and thrive in far
north Queensland.

Representatives from 26 clan
groups across Cape York worked on
the regional plan for two years to
provide a sound policy framework
for working and living on sea country.

“Turtle and dugong have

always been an integral part of
seaside people’s culture, tradition
and heritage,” Mr Deemal said.
“As traditional custodians and
seaside people, we own the serious
responsibility of caring for turtle
and dugong and sea country for our
communities.

“I am proud to present what I
believe is a blueprint for traditional
management of species precious to all
Australians. At the core of the regional
plan is the concept of sustainability
and respect for turtle, dugong and
tradition.

“Given the number of challenges
that face these populations from
a variety of threats such as feral
pigs, boat strike, climate change
and sea grass loss, we acknowledge
and embrace the need for effective
management to ensure that in today’s
world we are managing turtle and
dugong populations for our children
and grandchildren.”

The plan aims to facilitate
sustainable management through
closures and quotas, local regulatory

systems and conservation activities,
amongst a host of other measures.

“The plan has involved scientists
working with us so that we can
combine science and traditional
knowledge for best practice plans and
conservation measures that are woven
within it,” Mr Deemal said.

He said the next step was to
ensure adequate resourcing, including
the appropriate level of funding. The
plan also identified scope to form
partnerships with other communities
working on similar issues and
challenges.

“The plan also identifies important
projects and the need to work with
groups and our neighbours outside the
Cape, such as turtle work on Raine
Island (outer Great Barrier Reef), the
largest green turtle nesting site in the
world, supporting turtle rehabilitation
and ranger groups,” he said.

“This can only be done by us,
the traditional custodians, cultural
knowledge holders and First
Australians.”

Koori Mail @&

Avustralian academic faces
lawfare attack

The right to criticise the policies
of another country is at stake

An Israeli based law centre,
Shurat HaDin, filed a case in the
Federal Court of Australia, against
Professor Jake Lynch from the
University of Sydney’s Centre for
Peace and Conflict Studies. They
claim that he has supported poli-
cies which are racist and discrimi-
natory by his specific endorsement
of an academic boycott of Israeli
institutions and individuals within
them, because of these institutions’
support of the illegal occupation of
Palestine and their close connec-
tions with the Israeli armament
industry.

This lawfare attack against
academic freedom and freedom
of speech has been condemned by
over 2,000 Australian and inter-
national human rights advocates
from some 60 countries, who
have all signed a pledge support-
ing BDS (Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions) and offering to be

co-defendants in any legal action
taken against Lynch.

Shurat HaDin has taken many
similar actions internationally
against groups who supported the
BDS movement. Professor Stuart
Rees, Director of the Sydney Peace
Foundation, commented,

“It seems that this firm, Shurat
HaDin works in the civil courts as
a proxy for the Israeli government
and security forces, seeking to shut
down any criticism of the state and
its ongoing human rights abuses
and violations of international law.”

In August, Shurat HaDin lodged
a complaint in the Human Rights
Commission against Jake Lynch’s
refusal to sponsor an Israeli aca-
demic from the Hebrew University
because of that institution’s links to
the Israeli military and the ongoing
Occupation of the West Bank and
blockade of Gaza.

This overseas firm now wants

to silence this highly regarded aca-
demic, by taking their complaint

to the Federal Court. This chal-
lenges the right to take non-violent
action in support of international
human rights law and the rights

of the dispossessed Palestinians.
Australians for BDS condemns rac-
ism in all forms, and specifically
anti-Semitism.

“Israel’s occupation and eth-
nic cleansing machinery continue
unabated but the moral force that
used to drive that process is fast
eroding and, as out of touch as the
Abbott government and anti-BDS
activists in Australia may be, there
is an undeniable shift in the balance
of moral power. International civil
society is holding Israel to account
in a way no government has ever
been able to do”: Randa Abdul
Fattah, Palestinian lawyer and writ-
er, resident in Sydney. @
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Call for urgent action

on adult literacy

Aboriginal leaders and literacy
experts are hoping to roll out the
Cuban developed Yes I Can (Yo Si
Puedo) adult literacy campaign
across Australia. Last year it was
successfully piloted in the remote
New South Wales Aboriginal
community in Wilcannia, with
the assistance of an adviser from
Cuba. (See Guardian, “Yes I Can!”,
#1548, 23-05-2013) In September
this year it was launched in
the NSW towns of Bourke and
Enngonia with another Cuban
adviser coming to Australia for
that purpose.

Jack Beetson, Executive Director
of the Literacy for Life Foundation,
is seeking support for a national
campaign to address Aboriginal
adult literacy issues. Working with
the University of New England and
contractor Brookfield Multiplex,
Beetson is establishing a not-for-profit
Literacy for Life foundation to fund
the roll-out of the Yes I/ Can adult
literacy campaign across Australia.

According to recently released
survey results by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics around 3.7%
(620,000) of Australians aged 15 to
74 years had literacy skills at below
Level 1, a further 10% (1.7 million)
at Level 1, 30% (5.0 million) at Level
2, 38% (6.3 million) at Level 3, 14%
(2.4 million) at Level 4, and 1.2%
(200,000) at Level 5.

But according to Beetson, for
Aboriginal communities, especially
in remote areas, the percentage of
adults at or below level 1 is not 14%,
as it is for the population as a whole,
rather it is much more like 40%-50%.

“Given that people are now say-
ing that Level 3 is what’s needed to
function in modern society, we have
a huge job ahead of us to close this
gap,” Beetson said.

“It is right now having a huge
impact on our people’s health, on
the way our children are performing
in school and on things like rates
of imprisonment. This is a national
disgrace, and we need urgent action
to remedy it.”

One of the key features of the
Cuban approach is that literacy is
seen as the responsibility of the whole
community, rather than a problem

for individuals. Community respon-
sibility and socialisation are critical
components.

A paper* on the Wilcannia by
Jack Beetson and others identifies,
three phases in the campaign. “Phase
One, which we call ‘socialisation and
mobilisation’, mobilises as many
people as possible to take part, as
learners, teachers, organisers and
supporters, and seeks to enhance the
understanding of society as a whole
of the importance of literacy to wider
social and economic development
goals,” the paper says.

“The socialisation work in a
campaign, which does not stop when
classes start but continues throughout
the campaign, is a practical expression
of this theoretical point, because it
makes the task of improving literacy
a task for the community. ... It is an
essential ingredient of the work of
building community literacy.”

“Phase Two consists of a set of
basic literacy lessons, run over a short
period, usually three months or less,
in which non-literate and low liter-
ate members of the community are
encouraged to enrol and supported to
complete. These lessons are usually
non-formal, rarely accredited, and
taught and organised by non- profes-
sional local facilitators and leaders in
the community, with the assistance of
professional advisers and materials
provided by the central campaign
authority.

“Phase Three of the campaign,
is for ‘post-literacy’. This consists of
activities designed to help the newly-
literate participants continue to build
their literacy beyond what has been
achieved in the basic lessons, and to
create a more literate culture in the
community.”

The campaign aims to empower
communities by raising literacy levels
and training local people to become
teachers in literacy. The emphasis is
on building community capacity and
providing them with the tools to be
self-sustainable.

Cuban Ambassador Pedro
Monzon, in speaking about the cam-
paign, said that it “is not limited to
teaching reading and writing. It inte-
grates educational, social and cultural
components with the learning process
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Cuban Ambassador to Australia, Pedro Monzon, with some of the graduates and their family and friends during the
pilot in the NSW town of Wilcannia. (Photo: Noah Schultz-Byard)

of reading and writing, and the frame-
work of the teaching is referred to
the cultural and social interest of the
local people.”

Monzon, who attended the
graduation of the first two groups
at Wilcannia, took part as a young
student in the highly successful mass
literacy campaign in Cuba in 1961.
Since then millions of people have
gained literacy skills as a result of
Cuban assistance in around 30 coun-
tries, one of the most recent being
Timor Leste.

Jack Beetson brought home the
significance of the campaign when
speaking at the August graduation of
students in Wilcannia:

“I am proud of this campaign
for many reasons but one reason is
because over 40 adults were coura-
geous enough to step through the
classroom door to take a look; ...
today we are honouring the 16 who
finished the course. In a commu-
nity like Wilcannia this is no small
achievement. Let us not forget that for
a person who doesn’t read and write
even taking that first step to come into
the room is a giant step.

Pete’s Corner
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“So I say to you all... be proud
of what you have done for yourself
and for your kids and for your com-
munity. I know you have discovered
learning and it is so exciting. It fills
me with immense pride when I see
you all now doing your post literacy
classes, using the computers, cooking
healthy food and soon some of you’ll
be doing the Certificate II course in
Catering”.

The aim now is to raise the funds
necessary to extend the campaign to
Aboriginal communities across the
country.

* “An Aboriginal Adult Literacy
Campaign Pilot Study in
Australia using Yes | Can” by Bob
Boughton, Donna Ah Chee, Jack
Beetson, Deborah Durnan and
Jose “Chala” Leblanch. &

Melbourne

ARE HUMAN AND
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
UNDER THREAT IN
AUSTRALIA?
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176 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
(near the State Library) Free Entry
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Disadvantage and inequity
in our schools - AEU

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) says the release of the
Council of Australian Governments
Reform Council’s Education in
Australia 2012 shows urgent action
is required from federal, state
and territory governments to lift
student performance overall, and
to tackle educational disadvantage.

“It comes as no surprise that
this report confirms the impact of
disadvantage on student achieve-
ment,” AEU federal president Angelo
Gavrielatos said.

“Education Minister Christopher
Pyne must take note of this report and
commit to urgent action. A critical first
step is for the Commonwealth govern-
ment to honour the six years of Gonski
funding agreements, and return to the
negotiating table with the three remain-
ing jurisdictions to finalise comparable
six-year funding agreements there,” Mr
Gavrielatos continued.

“Like the Gonski Report before it,
this report confirms an unacceptable
link between poor student perform-
ance and disadvantaged backgrounds.

“We defy Minister Pyne to read
this report and conclude that educa-
tional disadvantage isn’t a definitive
factor in student performance in
Australia today.

“If we want every child to access
the opportunities of a great education,
we need to ensure that resources for

schools go where they are needed,”
Mr Gavrielatos continued.

“We are seeing some gains in
educational achievement, for example
pre-school enrolment, early years
literacy and numeracy, and Year 12
completion rates. But as this report
recommends, we need to be making
faster progress.”

He said that one of the particu-
larly worrying results is that amongst
Indigenous students, no improvements
in attendance, and few in student
performance were reported over the
past five years. Gonski would provide
six years of funding certainty for
schools to deliver consistent support
to Indigenous students to help turn
these results around.

“We don’t want another five years
to go by with governments entrench-
ing disadvantage and inequity in edu-
cation in this country by inaction and
false debates,” said Mr Gavrielatos.

In Victoria, the Victorian branch
of the AEU has an application in the
Federal Court, alleging breaches of
the Fair Work Act by the Napthine
State government.

This follows the government’s
decision to unilaterally change the
current performance and development
process and impose arbitrary targets
that would see up to 40 percent of
school staff not meet the required
standards.

AEU Victorian branch presi-
dent Meredith Peace says that the
Napthine government is undermining
the teaching profession by rushing
through changes without consulting
the profession.

“Once again, we have a Premier
who would rather undermine
Victoria’s teaching profession than
support the important work that they
do with students in our public schools.

“The AEU does not accept that
up to 40 percent of school staff are
not meeting the standards. Our public
schools are delivering high-quality

education to students, shown by our
strong national and international
standing.”

The union said that the decision of
the state government to proceed with
changing the current performance and
development review process half way
through the cycle shows they are not
prepared to accept the professional
judgements of principals or respect
the work of Victoria’s school staff.

Peace said that forcing school
principals to fail their teachers and
support staff is not the way to achieve
the best results for students, but is

a distraction from the funding and
support that schools desperately need.

“Teachers and principals in this
state play an important role in devel-
oping the minds and futures of our
children. This government should rec-
ognise the quality, dedication, aptitude
and thoughtfulness that our profession
brings to the workplace everyday.

“If the state government is com-
mitted to providing Victorian children
with the best learning outcomes,
the Premier must commit to a well-
resourced and high-quality education
sector,” Peace said. @&
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An Abbott government plan to
freeze external public sector
recruitment will lead to backlogs,
delays and the loss of regional
jobs, the union representing
Commonwealth public sector
workers warns.

In order to meet its election
target of cutting 12,000 public
servants over two years, the Abbott
government has ordered that from
October 31 almost no one can be
hired from outside the Australian
Public Service to fill vacancies.

Under the new rules agencies
can only move existing public
servants into vacant jobs, leaving
gaps elsewhere. Vacancies must
be filled by internal applicants or
by staff redeployed from other
departments.

Community and Public Sector
Union national secretary Nadine
Flood condemned the decision.

“The government can try and
dress it up any way they like, but

will hurt services and jobs

this is simply a massive staff cut,”
said Ms Flood. “This decision
is particularly tough on regional
communities who will lose
jobs because there isn’t another
Commonwealth agency to provide
staff to fill vacancies. We call on
the government to change this new
policy to allow agencies to fill
vacant positions locally and guar-
antee regional jobs are not lost.

“Agencies will be forced to
cope with dwindling staff numbers
rather than providing vital services
to the public and quality advice to
the government,” Ms Flood said.

The union also said the move
would shut the door on people
seeking a career in the public
service; that public sector jobs are
sought after by many Australians,
particularly in regional Australia.
The decision is bad news for the
many people looking to join the
public service.

“We will be holding the

Doyour
block for

government to account for the
many delays and backlogs that
will flow from this short-sighted
decision.”

Meanwhile, in the Northern
Territory, the CPSU warns the edu-
cation of NT schoolchildren will
suffer if key support and admin-
istrative roles go because of cuts.
More than 150 school-based and
department positions in everything
from IT support and counselling to
vocational training and manning
the front office are set to disap-
pear from schools under wide-
ranging cuts announced by the NT
government.

While some of the affected
staff will be offered the chance to
take up teaching or other roles in
regional schools, the remaining
100 will either be redeployed to
another job within the Northern
Territory Public Sector, offered
redundancy, or their contracts not
renewed.

campaign.

Kind regards,

The StopTAFECuts Team

CPSU regional secretary Kay
Densley said the children will be
the ones who will ultimately pay
the price for these cuts.

“These people offer vital
support to teachers in the class-
room. They make sure kids with
behavioural issues do not disrupt
the class, computers are working,
school functions run smoothly and
that those kids who want to pursue
a trade are on the right path. If
they go, then so too do those serv-
ices and that will put extra pres-
sure on the class teacher and put
Territory kids at risk,” Ms Densley
said.

This comes on top of already
announced teacher cuts and as yet
unannounced cuts that will see at
least 30 school-based administrative
positions go next year. Many fill
important safety roles in schools,
such as first aid officers and fire
wardens.

“Alot of NT kids already

struggle in the classroom and cuts
like these are going to make it hard-
er for teachers to do their job.”

Ms Densley is calling on
Education Minister Peter Chandler
to reverse his decision and put the
people back into their roles. “The
Minister seems to characterise
these important roles as back office
bureaucrats. That is both wrong and
insulting. They are the backbone of
schools and without them teachers
are unable to do the jobs to the best
of their abilities,” she added.

The cuts include: 186 Education
Department staff, of which 85 are
being redeployed to regional areas,
leaving 71 staff to find alternative
employment in the public sector,
face redundancy or, if they are on
temporary contracts, not have their
contract renewed. On top of this are
30 school-based administrative sup-
port staff in schools, of which 20 are
permanent employees and 10 believed
to be on temporary contracts. &

The campaign to Stop TAFE Cuts is becoming more important as cuts to TAFE colleges
around the country are really hurting students and communities.

We are asking all our supporters to “do your block” for TAFE during the week of 11-17
November 2013. To “do your block” take a bundle of letters or leaflets and letterbox
your neighbourhood. This is a great way of letting people in your local community know
what is happening to their local TAFE college and encouraging them to get involved in the

Letters, leaflets and posters can be downloaded from the website for you to print yourself;
or contact us and we will post some out to you.

Everything you need to get involved is available at www.stoptafecuts.com.au/doyourblock

We're ready to spread the word in our communities — and hope you are too.
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Save the Belum-
Rainforest

Steven Katsineris

The Belum-Temengor rainforest, Malaysia
is a place of amazing natural wonders. This
300,000 hectare tropical forest is over 130
million years of age and is home to a vast
number of species of animals and plants,
many of which cannot be found anywhere
else in the world. In fact, this pristine forest,
which remains one of the largest untouched
forest reserves in Peninsular Malaysia, is
home to 14 threatened species and potentially
could still provide for the discovery of even
more new species.

Belum-Temengor is in the state of Perak,
at the border of Peninsular Malaysia and
Thailand. The stunning landscape of Belum-
Temengor Rainforest houses over 3,000 species
of flowering plants, including three species of
the largest flower in the world — the Rafflesia.
It is also the natural habitat of 64 species of
ferns, 62 species of mosses, and has a lake that
is home to 23 species of freshwater fish and 5
species of turtles.

The entire forest complex is approximately
four times the size of Singapore, which also
makes it the ideal place for magnificent
large animals such as Malayan Tigers, Asian
Elephants and Sumatran Rhinoceroses to roam
free and breed. Other animals that also live here
include Seladang (or Malayan Gaur, is a spe-
cies of wild cattle), wild boars and numerous
species of deer, pythons and cobras as well has
over 300 bird species including the hornbill.

It is the only existing forest where you
can spot all 10 species of hornbill that inhabit
Malaysia consisting of the White-Crowned
Hornbill, Bushy-crested Hornbill, Wrinkled
Hornbill, Wreathed Hornbill, Plain-pouched
Hornbill, Black hornbill, Oriental Pied Hornbill,
Rhinoceros Hornbill, Great Hornbill and
Helmeted Hornbill.

The Belum-Temengor is the largest con-
tinuous forest in Peninsula Malaysia and is
prime habitat for tigers. The Malayan Tiger is
a rare sub-species of tiger that are only found
on the Malay Peninsula and on the southern
tip of Thailand. Until 2004, the Malayan Tiger
was considered the same as the Indochinese
Tiger, but DNA testing showed it was a
separate sub-species of tiger. There are only
an estimated 500 of this tiger subspecies still
left in the wild. There are 5 other surviving
subspecies of tiger, with only around 3,200
wild tigers remaining in the entire world today.

But this tropical paradise is under con-
siderable threat from forest logging and other
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human activities that are causing habitat loss
and fragmentation. With the recent construction
of the East-West Highway, which gives more
access for timber extraction and poaching from
the jungle, new towns and industrial centres
have also developed in the region. As well,
there are plans to convert parts of the tropical
rainforest into plantation forests along the route
of East-West Highway.

A recent study carried out by WWF-
Malaysia’s tiger conservation program estimated
there were only 50 Malayan Tigers left in the
Belum-Temengor forest and according to the
lead scientist and tiger expert, a minimum
viable population should be 80 in order to see
maintenance of the species in the region. “This
is why we have to secure the forests around the
Belum-Temengor forest complex, by prevent-
ing further fragmentation to ensure there is
enough space to support 80 tigers,” said Dr.
Mark Rayan Darmaraj. The study also found
evidence of poaching activities within the park,
which poses a further direct danger for tigers
and an indirect threat to their existence if tiger
prey species are also being poached.

The WWEF study indicates that tiger num-
bers in the BT forest are less than previously
believed, which suggests that there could be
only between 300-400 Malayan Tigers remain-
ing in the wild.

The Belum-Temengor forest is one of the
last refuges for several rare species and provides

essential habitat not only for Malayan Tigers,
Sumatran Rhinos, Asian Elephants and many
other animals including the Malayan Tapir,
Seladang, Malayan Sunbear, Sunda Pandolin
and White-handed Gibbon. Stopping the
deforestation of the Belum-Temengor rainfor-
est habitat helps towards saving the Malayan
Tiger and many other threatened species from
extinction. Without vital intact, unfragmented
areas of rainforest habitat these wild animals’
populations will continue to decline.

While some parts of the Belum-Temengor
rainforest complex are protected, other sections
are not. Environmental groups, such as the
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) and Wildlife
Fund for Nature (WWF) have proposed the
preservation of the entire Belum-Temengor
rainforest complex. So far, Royal Belum,
which covers 117,500 hectares, is protected as
a state park and conservation groups have been
campaigned to extend this to include Temengor
Forest Reserve, parts of which are being heav-
ily logged. This deforestation results in loss of
habitat, habitat fragmentation and destruction
of wildlife corridors used by wild animals.

Dr Loh Chi Leong, from MNS pointed out
that many endangered animals migrated freely
across reserve borders, adding that logging
could cut their access to their feeding or nesting
grounds. As an example, Dr Loh mentioned the
vulnerable Plain-pouch Hornbill, which tends
to roost in Temengor forest, but feeds in Belum
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forest area. So, in order to achieve the long-
term survival of the hornbill, it is necessary to
not only protect Royal Belum alone, but other
adjoining forest areas as well.

Please help to save the natural treasure
that is Belum-Temengor. Make others aware
of this situation by publicising the deforesta-
tion occurring in the region and the threat to
the rainforest habitat and to its wildlife. Write
to the Malaysian government or its embassies
to express your concerns and urge Malaysia
stop forest logging in the area and protect the
Belum-Temengor rainforest and the Malayan
Tigers and other precious endangered species
that inhabit the forest.

Together with the various environmental
groups campaigning to protect the entire
rainforest complex our efforts may see the
Belum-Temengor continue to be preserved as
a pristine place untouched by human devel-
opments, where the wildlife will continue to
survive and flourish.

Write to:

Dr Lian Kok Fei, Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment,

Level 6, Wisma Sumber Asli, No.25,
Persiaran Perdana, Precint 4,

Putrajaya- 62574, Malaysia.

Or email:

drlian@nre.gov.my, liankokfei@yahoo.com.my

For more information contact: Facebook:
Malaysian Nature Society. &

Navrvan asylum seekers
brought to Curtin detention centre

On October 29 a plane-load of 69
asylum seekers (19 Sri Lankan
and 49 other nationalities) arrived
around 9pm in Curtin detention
centre. This follows 60 that arrived
three days before — 40 Tamils and
20 other nationalities.

The latest arrival in Curtin
brings the total shifted from Nauru
to Australia in nine days to around
250 people.

All of the asylum seekers who
have been brought from Nauru in
the last nine days have finalised
their refugee interviews on Nauru —
but none have been given decisions
although they have waited up to
eight months. They have now been
told that regardless of any refugee
interviews on Nauru, their refu-
gee determinations will start from
scratch in Australia.

They join the over 20,000

asylum seekers who arrived in
Australia after August 2012 — none
of who have begun to be processed.

“Australia has kept them on
Nauru for over a year; insisted that
the Nauru government was making
refugee determinations and now
has brought them back to Australia
for the Australian government
to make refugee determinations.

It would be hard to find a more
graphic example of administrative
abuse,” said Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee Action
Coalition.

“There are serious doubts that
the Nauru government has any
intention of actually processing
refugees on Nauru. It has already
stated that refugees will not be
resettled on Nauru. It is more than
likely that the post July 19 refugees
will also eventually be brought to

Australia, just as they were under
the Howard government.”

Around 80 asylum seekers
facing charges from the July 19
detention fire remain in Bravo
compound. It is expected that
many charges against them will be
dropped when hearings begin this
month, opening the way for them
also to be brought to Australia.

Meanwhile, children attending
school from the Villawood residen-
tial housing section of the deten-
tion centre are being subjected to
extensive searches of their bags,
including their lunch boxes, before
and after school.

The practice, which began
late last month, affects about 12
school-age children in the housing
complex; those attending both pri-
mary and secondary school. All the
children are being searched by the

escort staff in the reception build-
ing of the housing compound both
before and after school.

Despite numerous questions
and complaints, neither the pri-
vate security company SERCO
nor Immigration management has
given any explanation for the new
policy.

There has been no report of any
contraband material (whatever that
might be) being found during the
searches. Both parents and children
find the practice intrusive, humili-
ating and stressful, contributing to
rising tensions in what is already a
stressful environment.

The searches seem to be part of
an increasing atmosphere of arbi-
trary control inside the compound,
badly affecting relations between
staff and the parents and children
they are meant to care for.

Reports indicate that the chil-
dren are growing more suspicious
and distrustful of detention staff.
The older ones are even more
resentful, with some threatening
to boycott school because of the
search regime.

“The harassment has to stop,”
said Ian Rintoul. “These searches
and arbitrary rule changes seem
to be part of a deliberate program
to intimidate both parents and
children and to create a climate of
coercive management control. They
are being stripped of dignity and
respect.

“The psychological dam-
age caused by detention is well
established — and the regime being
imposed on children and families
at Villawood housing shows one
reason why.” &
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“Commiiment and courage
@ o ”
for social transformation

Dax Toscano

Interview with Laura Villa, Member Peace
Delegation of the FARC-EP

What are your origins?

First of all, I would like to send a frater-
nal and Bolivarian embrace, on behalf of our
revolutionary organisation FARC-EP, its Peace
Delegation, and especially of all the fighters
who are in the jungles of Colombia resisting
and fighting for a New Colombia.

To tell you about my origins, I moved to
an apartment in the Andean region: Boyaca. I
was born in Tunja, the capital.

My family is middle class. I am the
youngest of four children. My parents, typical
people from Boyaca, consider that the only
legacy that has to be left to the children is
education, which is the reason why all of us
went to university.

My parents were always official State
workers. My mother was a secretary and my
father an auditor.

I did my primary and secondary studies at
a public school, the School of Boyaca, very
famous at that time for the quality of its educa-
tion. Now, with privatisation and educational
reforms, things have changed considerably. Then
I completed my university degree in medicine
at the National University.

How did you get involved with the revolu-
tionary struggle and in what circumstances did
you join the FARC-EP insurgency?

Actually I did not realise at what point,
exactly, my life got connected with revolutionary
work. I remember that since high school I was
pretty interested in contributing to find solutions
to arbitrary measures from the government
regarding educational reforms, and privatisa-
tion of public services in the city. The speeches
from student leaders drew my attention and
motivated me enough to accompany people in
poor neighbourhoods, during the strikes against
privatisation of public services, in 1996.

Then I went to the National University,
which is an academic centre where, apart from
professional education, there is the opportunity
for debating political, economic and ideological
ideas, important for the country. In my case, I

learned to become rather critical in my analy-
sis of how the State was changing health and
education into business.

What does it mean to you to have the rank
of Commander in the guerrilla forces? How
do FARC fighters assume a woman holding
the command, knowing that they comes from
a sexist society?

The rank of Commander in the guerrilla
movement, both for men and women, means
above all a responsibility that goes beyond
badges or epaulettes.

Being a Commander means preparing to
acquire more political clarity, be exemplary to
others guerrilla combatants at work and in all
activities. Being a Commander means to assume
the task of contributing to a greater commitment
and courage for social transformation.

In the spirit and letter of the Statutes of
the FARC-EP, women and men enjoy the same
rights and have the same duties. And the fact
that a women assumes this role is important,
because we live in a society full of discrimina-
tion and sexism.

However, these phenomena can only be
resolved when certain obstacles are moved
away, such as private property and the backward
concepts about family, as well as State policies
that only perceive women as raw material for
production and reproduction.

How is revolutionary education taught in
the FARC-EP?

The FARC-EP revolutionary education links
theory with practice. Each guerrilla squad is at
the same time a political cell and its members
are Clandestine Communist Party members. This
plays a key role in the political and ideological
training of the guerrillas, whose philosophical
basis is Marxism-Leninism. This is put into
practice in the various activities of revolution-
ary life: in combat, but also in the simplest of
tasks of daily living.

We are first and foremost human beings,
but our revolutionary education is reflected in
everything we do.

Like Che would say: We’re always looking
for the construction of the new man and the
new woman.

How do you see the development of the

Laura Villa.

peace talks in Havana? What does it take to
reach peace?

The peace the Colombian people are look-
ing for is peace with social justice. We are in
an armed conflict, bloody and broken down by
the criminal actions of the Colombian State,
which has been going on for more than half a
century now.

To come to a solution, it is necessary
to solve the causes that generated it: State
violence, State terrorism, land dispossession,
poverty, inequality, injustice. Peace requires
will and recognition on both sides of the table.
The agreements have to be the product of the
exchange of both parties, with the participa-
tion of the primary constituent: the Colombian
people, who are the main architects of peace.

Peace means profound changes in the struc-
tures of the State in favor of the majority, with
sovereignty and genuine democracy.

Finally Commander, could you send a

message to the people of the world, especially
to the youth?

Our revolutionary, fraternal, Latin American
and internationalist embrace for the youth.
Young people are the seed that will germinate
in the social changes that humanity needs, their
rebelliousness and irreverence are the engine
that speeds up the revolution.

I invite the youth to break the walls that the
consumer capitalist society has built through
their educational, religious and media institu-
tions, which don’t allow us to have a closer
look at things, and impose on us fear to think
differently. In the spirit of young people, we
are going to stop contemplating the world and
start to transform it.

I can’t end this interview without greeting
the Ecuadorian people, who are the protagonists
of profound changes under the leadership of
President Rafael Correa, becoming an example
of anti-imperialist struggle. &

Co-operative Bank
snapped up by vultures

Nick Mathews *

May 9, 2013 will stay long in the memory for
many co-operators. It was the day of reckon-
ing for Britain’s Co-operative Bank. It was
the day the great unravelling began, the day
credit ratings agency Moody’s downgraded
the bank’s debt rating to “junk” status.

It said that the bank was vulnerable to
potential losses and warned that it may need
“external support” if it could not strengthen
its balance sheet. In a massive piece of under-
statement the bank said it was “disappointed”
by Moody’s decision.

The news preceded the resignation of
chief executive Barry Tootell and the collapse
of a bid to buy 631 branches from Lloyds
Banking Group. This unravelling has now
ended with the enemy inside the gates.

US hedge funds, sometimes described
as “vulture funds,” Silver Point Capital and
Aurelius Capital Management now have
significant stakes in the bank — presum-
ably intending to do to us what they usually
do with the distressed assets of developing
economies.

Now Moody’s, ever helpful in these mat-
ters, says that the Co-operative Bank will be
forced to “take the axe” to costs. It is worth

pointing out that the issues the bank faces are
not dissimilar to those faced by the rest of the
banking sector. Some banks have had to be
nationalised, all have had to be recapitalised.
So the environment for banking has certainly
worsened dramatically.

But this crisis has been caused by bankers
themselves — by their ridiculous growth strat-
egies and reckless lending, risk-taking and
selling of products that they themselves did
not understand in a mad greed-driven feeding
frenzy.

The Co-operative Bank had prided itself
that it was different, that the mutual sector —
or at least what was left of it — had weathered
the storm better than the joint stock banks. It
encouraged people who had an ounce of eth-
ics to “switch their money.”

Now we find, according to no less than
the ex-CEO of the Co-operative Group and
the current chairman, that there is a crisis of
governance at the group.

We need to unpack these comments
because governance has several elements to
it.

Is there something inherent in large-scale
co-operatives that makes them difficult to
govern? Was there a healthy culture at the
group — i.e. was there an open and respectful

relationship between those who represented
the interests of the members and the profes-
sional management?

And what were the qualities of the key
personnel, the senior executives of the group
and the bank and the lay chair of the bank
and the Co-op Group?

To answer these questions a review is
being carried out by Sir Christopher Kelly,
chairman of the King’s Fund and former
chairman of the committee for standards in
public life.

His job is to examine the trail of poor
decisions that led us to this situation, “to look
at the management structure and culture in
which those decisions were taken; lines of
accountability which governed those deci-
sions; and the processes which led to them”
and “to identify lessons which can be learnt
to strengthen the Co-operative Bank and the
wider Co-operative Group and the co-opera-
tive business model generally.”

Clearly we should wait until the results
of that report which will be available at the
group AGM next May.

There are nonetheless a few things that
are now obvious.

First that we should have no confidence
in the advice from group chairman Len

Wardle or ex-CEO Peter Marks about what to
do next. We should have stopped listening to
them a long time ago. And it is inconceivable
to me that Wardle could contemplate retain-
ing his chairmanship until May — he should
have already gone.

Second a co-operative bank with a minor-
ity member’s stake may be “ethical” in intent,
but it is evidently not, in my personal view, a
co-operative.

And if it persists in using the name it
should be asked to desist — just as the brand
Co-operative Travel, which the group sold to
Thomas Cook, has to disappear after a certain
period.

That said, the current CEO of the group
Euan Sutherland has handled the situa-
tion well despite the dreadful hand he has
been dealt. Here’s hoping this amputa-
tion of the Co-op’s crippled banking arm
stops the bleeding and protects the body of
the Co-operative Group from any further
liabilities.

It is sobering to remember that none of
the demutualised building societies have sur-
vived the transition.

*Nick Matthews is vice-chairman of
Co-operatives UK.
Morning Star &
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Henry Ford:
A life not for celebrating

Peter Frost

The life and achievements of US car-maker
Henry Ford is not something any right-
thinking individual will want to celebrate.
Ford was born 150 years ago in 1863
in the midst of the civil war. He left his
father’s farm to take up various jobs with
steam engine builders where he learnt his
undoubted engineering skills.

He is often credited with inventing the motor
car. He didn’t.

Ford read about Otto, Daimler and
Maybach’s 1885 car in Germany and decided
to copy the idea. His first two cars were built in
1896. Then he had a few attempts at starting an
automobile manufacturing company.

It took three attempts, losing a huge amount
of his backer’s money and falling out with them
along the way. Ford would make his reputation
and his first fortune with the Model T which
was introduced on October 1, 1908.

The car was very simple to drive and easy
and cheap to repair. It was much cheaper than
other cars at the time, selling for just $825 in
1908, about £15,000 at today’s prices, and the
price went down every year.

It had the steering wheel on the left, which
every other company soon copied.

The entire engine and transmission were out
of sight — the four cylinders were cast in a solid
block and the suspension used two semi-elliptic
springs. Many of these features are still present
on US cars and trucks today.

Sales passed 250,000 in 1914. By 1916, as
the price dropped to $360, over half the cars
sold in the US were Model T Fords.

What Ford had done was make cheaper and
more available motorcars. By the time Model T
production ended in 1927 Ford had built over
15 million and the model T was the commonest
car on US roads.

Eventually Ford would build an automobile
manufacturing empire that at its peak made a
third of the entire world’s motorcar production.

This year, it is said, marks the centenary of
Ford inventing the production line and many
are celebrating the birth of that dehumanising
creation. In fact Ford didn’t invent that either.
But he did much to sentence millions of work-
ers to a mind-numbing lifetime of work on the
conveyor belt.

Richard Garrett of Leiston in Suffolk was
building his steam engines on a purpose-built
production line more than 60 years before Henry
Ford claimed to invent the idea in 1913.

Ford was actually a despicable individual
whose real passion was his hatred of Jews.

He promulgated his rabid anti-Semitism in a
series of writings called The International Jew:
The World's Foremost Problem. This nasty piece
of work first appeared as a series of magazine
articles and then as a book. It is still in print and
still sold by various organisations including the
American Nazi Party.

Ford believed there was a Jewish conspiracy
to control the world. He blamed Jewish finan-
ciers for fomenting World War I so that they
could profit from supplying both sides.

He accused Jewish automobile dealers of
conspiring to undermine Ford Company sales
policies.

Ford’s racist right-wing rantings prompted
Adolph Hitler to call the US industrialist his
“inspiration.” The Nazi fuehrer kept a life-size
portrait of Ford next to his desk in his Munich
headquarters.

Ford spent much of his fortune promoting
his extremist views. He printed and promoted
the Protocols Of The Elders Of Zion, now
well-known as a malicious forgery created by
the Russian tsar’s secret service at the turn of
the century.

Ford and other fascists claimed it was the
Jewish conspiracy’s blueprint for world domina-
tion. Ford supplied free copies to every library
in the US.

Here is another anniversary — exactly 75
years ago, in 1938, Hitler and the Nazis pre-
sented Ford with the Grand Cross of the German
Eagle. It was the highest Nazi medal that could
be awarded to non-Germans.

As you would expect, Ford hated trade
unions — they got in the way of him wringing
the last cent of profit out of his workforce.

He used thugs, strike-breakers, detective
agencies and a private army to resist union
organisation in his factories.

To oppose union activity, Ford promoted
former navy boxer Harry Bennett to head a
private army, an anti-union paramilitary arm
of the Ford Motor Company called the Service
Department. Bennett’s bully boys employed
various intimidation tactics to crush any union
activity.

The most famous incident, on May 26 1937,
involved Bennett’s security men using clubs
to beat United Automobile Workers (UAW)
representatives.

The police chief on the scene was Carl
Brooks, himself trained in Bennett’s Service
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Model T Ford.

Department. He and his men stood by and did
nothing to stop the attack.

Henry’s son Edsel, when he became presi-
dent of the company in the early 1940s, tried
to come to some sort of collective bargaining
agreement with the unions. Henry, who still
had the final veto in the company, refused to
co-operate.

The Ford Motor Company was the last
Detroit car factory to recognise the UAW.

When a sit-down strike by the union closed
Ford’s River Rouge plant in April 1941, Ford
threatened to shut down the company rather than
settle. His wife Clara told him she would leave
him if he destroyed the family business. The
contract was reluctantly signed in June 1941.

Although he never officially aligned
with either of the major US political parties,
Ford’s prominence as a successful industrialist
prompted Woodrow Wilson to invite him to run
for the Senate as a Democrat in 1918.

Ford lost that race. He made a presidential
bid in 1924, but when that failed too he never
ran for office again. Close to Hitler and the
Nazis, it is no surprise that Ford wasn’t very
enthusiastic about entering World War II. He
had also strongly opposed any US involvement
in World War .

Eventually the Ford plants in the US did
start producing aircraft to aid the war effort.
But at the same time his Ford plants in Germany

were supplying the Nazi war machine with
military vehicles and trucks.

Devious Henry, and the Ford Motor
Company, managed to profit from both sides
of the war.

Even worse, during the war, Ford employed
slave labour in Germany on the production lines.
After a series of strokes, Ford died in 1947 of
a cerebral haemorrhage. He was 83.

We have two choices in the way we remem-
ber Ford — either as the industrial genius who
perfected the mass production of motorcars and
thereby revolutionised the way we live.

Or, as I do, as a reclusive manic man who
would tolerate no opposition or criticism, whose
vicious attempts to prevent trade unionism at
his plants produced strikes and violence, mostly
provoked by his own private bully boys.

This was a man who hated and opposed
out-of-home childcare, government regulation,
eastern European immigration and even new
styles in fashion, jazz music and Hollywood
movies.

He was a man full of hate — anti-immigrant,
anti-union and anti-Semitic.

In short Ford was a bigot and a fool who, if
his name wasn’t on the blue oval badge on the
front of so many of today’s motor cars, would
have been laughed at, ignored and towed away
to the scrapyard of history a very long time ago.
Morning Star &

Slavery amidst
World Cup preps in Qatar

Emile Schepers

The tiny Arab monarchy of Qatar is rolling
in wealth from oil and natural gas. It has
used this wealth to bankroll the rebellion
against President Assad of Syria and to cre-
ate the well known Al Jazeera TV network.

The native population of Qatar is only
250,000, and has a high standard of living.
But the idea of paying decent wages and pro-
viding acceptable working conditions to mil-
lions of foreign migrant labourers working on
the preparations for the 2022 FIFA football
World Cup competition has not yet caught on
among Quatari movers and shakers.

An investigation by the UK Guardian has
shown that the thousands of workers who are
already constructing the infrastructure for the
2022 event, and the 1.5 million more who
have yet to arrive, have to put up with slave
like working conditions. Among the abuses
documented are:

* Forty four workers have died in Qatar,
mostly of heart attacks, which is not
surprising as many are labouring in
temperatures of 44 Celsius and are denied
access to water.

» Labour brokers take their passports from
the workers and refuse to give them the
required Qatari identification cards; this is
to keep them from running away.

» Wages are also deliberately withheld to

keep workers from decamping.

Finding themselves in abusive situations,

workers are unable to switch to other jobs

without permission of the labour contractor
and Qatari authorities.

« Filthy, unsanitary and overcrowded living
conditions for workers.

» Sometimes, physical attacks on workers
who try to stand up for their rights.

* Wages owed are sometimes not paid at all.

Most of these workers come from Nepal,

Bangladesh and other extremely poor South

Asian countries. This is a pattern found in
all the wealthy Arabian oil states, with some
workers coming from the Philippines, India,
Pakistan, Indonesia and sub-Saharan Africa
also. Some of these migrant workers labour
as personal servants of wealthy local fami-
lies, which does not protect them from rough
treatment.

Countries in the region whose private
sector work forces consist overwhelm-
ingly of migrant or “guest” workers from
poorer nations include Kuwait, United Arab
Emirates, and Saudi Arabia.

The exploitation begins with rapacious
labour recruiters in the workers’ countries
of origin, who charge high fees for connect-
ing workers with jobs. Labour brokers in the
wealthy receiving countries take another cut.
Often workers end up deeply in debt to the
recruiters, and they end up not having enough
money left to send home to their impover-
ished families.

A major factor in making this exploitation
possible is the lack of strong labour unions,
or any unions at all, in the host countries,
most of which have repressive anti-labour
regimes. Qatar prohibits unions and strikes.

The contractors who are organising the
work on the ground are often “Western”, i.e.
US, British or other European companies.
They have direct responsibility for assuring
that workers are treated decently. But evi-
dently, with more than US$100 billion to be
spent on the FIFA World Cup preparations,
neither the contractors nor the Qatari govern-
ment has been too strict about monitoring.

Organised labour is mobilising interna-
tionally to oppose the Qatar horrors, which,
according to the International Trade Union
Confederation, will end up costing the lives
of at least 4,000 workers.

People’s World &
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play Iran off Syria?

Finian Cunningham

Is the US trying to manipulate
Iran, through sanctions relief,
in order to assert Washington’s
agenda for regime change in Syria?
The answer would seem to be
“yes”, as suggested by the latest
tour of the region by the UN-Arab
League special envoy, Lakhdar
Brahimi.

In particular, it was the private
message that Brahimi brought to
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani that
suggests the Algerian career diplomat
is acting more as an interlocutor for
Washington’s nefarious political
agenda, rather than as an honest
peace broker.

Brahimi is officially tasked with
paving the way for the Geneva II
conference aimed at finding a politi-
cal settlement to Syria’s conflict. The
Geneva conference was given new
impetus by Washington and Moscow
in mid-September, but a date for the
event or the actual participants have
yet to be fixed. That is what Brahimi’s
latest regional tour was supposedly
aiming to do, to form a consensus for
negotiations to start.

Significantly, the UN envoy
arrived in Tehran last weekend only
two days before flying on to Syria.
According to A/ Monitor, Brahimi
tried to “enlist Iranian help in the
Geneva II conference on Syria”.
Brahimi met with President Rouhani,
Iranian National Security Council
Secretary Ali Shamkhani and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.

The Al Monitor report by Ali
Hashem says, “According to Iranian

sources, Brahimi — on behalf of the
United States and other countries
— proposed that [Syrian President]
Assad only be a figurehead in a tran-
sitional government, with full power
going to opposition parties.”

Brahimi also emphasised to
Iranian officials that Geneva Il “might
be the only chance to end the bloody
conflict” and he called on “Iran to
exert pressure on the Syrian regime to
show a genuine willingness to change
its attitude”.

The Iranian officials reportedly
gave Brahimi’s proposals short shrift,
stating that President Bashar al-Assad
must be part of any Syrian-led politi-
cal solution and that no resolution
would be found with the ongoing
presence of foreign-backed militants.

Brahimi later found himself in
hot water when he was quoted by
several French and Arab media outlets
as saying, “Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad could help in the transition
phase towards a new Syria, without
leading it himself.”

When the envoy arrived in
Damascus, he claimed that his views
on Assad playing a transitional role
were “misquoted”. And in a meeting
with the Syrian Foreign Minister
Walid al-Moallem, Brahimi appeared
to defer to the Damascus govern-
ment’s position that any dialogue at
Geneva Il must be “between Syrians,
led by Syrians.”

The Syrian government said that
it was willing to participate in the pro-
posed conference “on the basis that it
is the Syrian people’s exclusive right
to choose its leadership and political
future.” Damascus denounced the
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Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, 2nd left, talks with UN and Arab League envoy on Syria
Lakhdar Brahimi, 2nd right, as they arrive at their joint press conference in Tehran, Iran, October 26.

recent London statement made by
Western powers and the foreign exile
group, the so-called Syrian National
Coalition. In neo-colonial style, that
statement calls for the removal of
President Assad, and in effect pre-
empts the outcome of dialogue before
it has even begun.

In any case, the important point
here is that Brahimi was carrying
a specific and underhand political
message to Iran. That message was
for Tehran to toe the Washington line
on Syria, by “exerting pressure” on its
ally in Damascus to capitulate to the
Western objective of regime change.

This functioning by Brahimi as a
conduit for Washington is a reprehen-
sible abuse of his official remit as a
neutral broker.

But the attempt by Brahimi to
induce Iran into an American line on
Syria also throws new light on the
parallel diplomatic rapprochement
between Washington and Tehran over
the long-running nuclear dispute.

It seems too much of a mere coin-
cidence that just as Washington and
its Western allies, Britain and France,
have belatedly engaged in a political
track over Syria — having recognised
that their covert military tactic has
become exhausted — that these same
powers have ostensibly embraced a
diplomatic thawing with Iran.

Recall that this sudden diplomatic
track with Iran began only two weeks
after US Secretary of State John Kerry
acceded to the plan put forward by
Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov
for chemical weapons decommis-
sioning in Syria and a renewed push
for the Geneva II political dialogue.
That was September 14. Then on
September 28, US President Obama
made his “historic” phone call to
Iran’s President Rouhani.

Ever since, Washington and its

Sydney

Western allies and their so-called
Friends of Syria have been trying to
pre-determine the outcome of any
Syrian negotiations, and specifically to
remove President Assad from power.
Thus the Western powers are trying to
win their objective of regime change
in Syria on the political field, after
recognising that they couldn’t achieve
this on the battlefield.

Initially, the diplomatic overture
towards Iran extended by Washington,
London and Paris was fulsome in
praise for Iran’s “new attitude” to
resolve the nuclear standoff. There is
no doubt that Iran has every right to
press for its diplomatic and national
rights over the nuclear dispute and in
particular to push for the removal of
illegal Western economic sanctions.

Iran’s presentation of practi-
cal proposals this week in Vienna
to the UN atomic watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
was described as a “serious and con-
structive” roadmap to allay any fears
that its nuclear program might be for
military purposes.

Of course, Iran is credible when it
says that its legitimate nuclear rights
are only for civilian applications. The
trouble is, though, will Iran ever be
able to satisfy its political enemies’
demands?

Recent scurrilous reports covered
widely in the US media, including
supposed serious outlets, such as
The New York Times, USA Today and
CNN, claimed that Iran’s advanced
centrifuges enable it to “build a
nuclear bomb within a month” — if it
chooses to. Similar ridiculous scare
stories have been put out by Israeli
politicians and the dominant lobby
group, the American-Israeli Public
Affairs Committee.

In other words, the spurious
spectre of Iran representing a nuclear

threat is in danger of always being
invoked by Western politicians and
media — no matter how unfounded
those claims are.

Iran’s economy needs, and fully
deserves, the immediate lifting of
Western sanctions. The problem is that
the Western powers seem unwilling
to reciprocate and can conveniently
justify their actions with false claims
about the “Iranian threat”.

Last week, a senior White House
official told media that there would
no scaling back of sanctions on Iran
“at the front end” of negotiations over
the nuclear issue.

Ben Rhodes, a deputy national
security adviser to President Obama,
said, “We are not contemplating any-
thing that removes those sanctions at
the front end of any negotiation or
agreement, because it’s going to be
important to test Iranian intentions.”
Rhodes added, “Before we could pur-
sue sanctions relief, we’d have to see
concrete steps by the Iranians to get
at the state of their nuclear program.”

However, the White House has
said that it was contemplating the
unfreezing of up to US$50 billion in
Iranian assets as a way of bestowing
sanctions relief “in instalments”.

That sounds ominously like
Washington and its allies are setting
up a vice-like arrangement on Iran in
which nuclear concessions for sanc-
tions relief will never be enough. The
purpose of such an arrangement is to
coerce Iran.

Putting this vice over sanctions
relief in the context of Western
regime-change plans in Syria and the
latest message to Iran via the conduit
of UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi to
“exert pressure on Syria”, there is a
serious possibility that Washington is
trying to play Iran off its regional ally.
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Struggle exiends to
Colombian prisons

WT Whitney

For Colombian governments fight-
ing a civil war, prisons are a tool
of repression. Solidarity events for
Colombia’s 9,000 political prison-
ers took place in October, 2013.
Organisers maintain Colombia
is rife with “social and political
violence where social protest is
repressed and criminalised.” Critic
Azalea Robles reports 90 percent
of political prisoners “are civil-
ians jailed through their political
activity ... unionists, environmen-
talists, teachers, agrarian leaders,
academic critics ... and defenders
of human rights.”

Negotiators at peace talks in
Cuba between the government and
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) are discussing
political prisoners as part of their
current agenda item, which is politi-
cal participation. The imprisonment
of two high profile veterans in the
fight for agrarian and human rights
illustrates the connection between
arbitrary incarcerations and conditions
of internal war.

David Ravelo led the political
fight In the Barrancabermeja area
against violent paramilitaries hired
by big landowners and other wealthy
interests to remove small farmers
from land they were seeking. Having
entered prison on September 14, 2010,
he is serving an 18-year sentence on
false charges of participating in a
1991 murder.

Huber Ballesteros is vice presi-
dent of the Fensuagro labour federa-
tion, Colombia’s largest farm workers’
union. His arrest on August 25, 2013
came early during the course of a

nationwide National Agrarian Strike
for which he was a spokesperson.

Ravelo’s conviction rested on an
accusation made by a jailed paramili-
tary chieftain in return for a shortened
sentence. Ravelo’s appeal focuses on
a crime committed by his prosecutor
in 1991.

William Pacheco Granados, a
police lieutenant then, participated in
the forced disappearance of an indi-
vidual. The Colombian military jailed
him for the crime. Ravelo’s lawyers
now cite laws barring criminals from
serving as prosecutor. Yet Pacheco
Granados is still on the job.

Ravelo has received awards for
defending human rights. International
unions, United Nations officials, UK
lawyers and parliamentarian, and
human rights groups have protested
judicial irregularities in his case and
demanded his release. International
delegations have visited him in
prison.

At a large gathering in Bogota
on the third anniversary of Ravelo’s
arrest, speakers praised Ravelo’s
dedication to “Colombia’s poor and
humble” and his leadership of the
Credhos human rights group.

Voz newspaper director Carlos
Lozano honoured Ravelo as “a dis-
tinguished leader of the Communist
Party,” who, along with those he
defended, faced “dungeons, intimi-
dations, displacements, and death
threats.”

Ravelo fought on behalf of
Colombians displaced from land. On
a recent solidarity visit to Catatumbo
Department, US lawyer Dan Kovalik
heard testimony describing rural terror
attacks at the hands of soldiers and
paramilitaries who enforce corporate

'}*

land takeovers. The Colombian
military, police, prison construction
projects and, indirectly, paramilitaries
all benefit from US funding.

Huber Ballesteros faces charges
of rebellion and supporting terrorists.
In addition to his participation with
the Fensuagro union, Ballesteros is a
leader of the Patriotic March coalition
movement, also part of the agrarian
reform movement. An international
solidarity campaign is demanding
Ballesteros’ freedom.

Hyper concentration of land has
fuelled the FARC’s insurgency since
its beginning in 1964, and the first
agenda item of the Havana peace
talks was agrarian rights. Although
negotiators reached agreement on
land issues several months ago, the
arrest of Huber Ballesteros during the
agrarian strike strongly suggests strug-
gles over land are not over. That’s the
impression gained also from sentences

handed down recently to three other
jailed Fensuagro leaders.

Ballesteros’ political participation
has moved now to inside prison. He
wrote the article “Privatisation of
justice and merchandising of pris-
ons” that appeared in early October.
“To palliate its grave situation,” he
observed, “the crisis-ridden capital-
ist system uses the economic model
of neo-liberalism to penetrate every
sphere of society.” The Colombian
government “enacted laws that
privatised the justice [system] and
converted prisons into commercial
establishments.”

Ballesteros condemns “creation
of new crimes with the purpose of
overfilling prisons and [thereby]
generating new ‘clients’ for private
investment.” He objects to “imple-
mentation of North American meth-
ods of justice, prisons, and prison
operations.”
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Ballesteros’ concern is for all
prisoners in Colombia. “In this dance
of the millions,” he states, “we on the
inside are the ones hurting. We suffer
from corruption at all levels.”

The fallout, one observer
explains, includes prisoner deaths
due to bad quality medical care,
rotten or contaminated food, and
beatings. The prison population is
up 30 percent over three years. Some
40,000 people are in prison without
benefit of a trial.

The cases of Ravelo and
Ballesteros are equivalent to a
laboratory demonstration on skewed
political participation. The two pris-
oners intervened in a class-divided
society to defend victims of land-
hungry corporations and oligarchs.
And Ballesteros spoke up for masses
of prisoners in the grasp of latter-day
slave masters and their drivers.
People’s World &

Spain:

We will probe
spy allegations

Spain says that it has begun a
preliminary probe into allegations
that the US National Security
Agency had targeted the country.
Documents published by newspa-
per El Mundo suggested the US
had logged the details of over 60
million Spanish phone calls in one
month alone.

But it could take weeks to
decide whether to open a full
investigation.

Madrid insisted it was unaware
of any spying but was confident
Washington would provide a proper
explanation. But the US wasn’t the
only Western state playing the spy-
ing game.

Former Greek foreign minister
Theodoros Pangalos told Vima FM
radio that his country’s National
Intelligence Service had spied on
US ambassadors in Athens and
Ankara during the 1990s.

It stopped “because the
Americans figured it out,” he said,
and it didn’t reveal anything he
didn’t already know. He said it had
been “great fun” to sit down with
a sesame seed roll and hear the US
ambassador ask “someone from
the State Department: ‘What is this
motherfucker Pangalos doing?’ and
hearing the other answer: ‘This
motherfucker called me today” and
so on.”

Melbourne’s first
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111 Spring Street Melbourne

Further info: David Perry 03 9633 6100 or dperry@thw.com.au
or visit www.thehotelwindsor.com.au

Mr Pangalos said Greece could
not be held accountable for the *90s
snooping because of the “statute
of limitations” but that it should
be a source of “national pride”
that Greece was “first in the dirty
work.”

But the world’s current cham-
pion snooper struck a more meek
pose.

The US Senate intelligence
committee announced a major
review of surveillance opera-
tions, with chairwoman Diane
Feinstein saying she was “totally
opposed” to spying on “allies”
such as France, Spain, Mexico and
Germany.

She said the White House had
told her that all surveillance of
countries friendly to the US would
stop.

But intelligence officials said
there had been no overall policy
changes regarding snooping on
world leaders. A White House
review is underway and President
Barack Obama said the US may
ban intelligence collection aimed at
allied leaders.

Morning Star &

First polio cases
in Syria for

14 years

Doctors have confirmed that they
have found cases of polio in Syria
for the first time in 14 years. The
World Health Organisation (WHO)
said it had found 10 cases in the
country’s north-east and feared the
highly contagious disease — a sign
of poor sanitation — could spread
across the region.

WHO spokesman Oliver
Rosenbauer said all confirmed cases
were among babies and toddlers
who were “under-immunised.”
Most Syrian children were vac-
cinated against the disease before
fighting began more than two-and-
a-half years ago.

The country again embarked on
a vaccination program after WHO
officials spotted signs of the disease
but it has hit stumbling blocks in
war-torn areas.

Mr Rosenbauer said WHO was
awaiting lab results on 12 more
cases. Polio usually infects children
who have consumed food or liquid
contaminated with faeces. It attacks
nerves and can kill or paralyse,
spreading unnoticed before it takes
its toll.

“This is a communicable dis-
ease — with population movements
it can travel to other areas,” Mr

Rosenbauer said. “So the risk is
high of spread across the region.”

UNICEEF executive direc-
tor Anthony Lake said that over
500,000 Syrian children are in
immediate need of vaccination. The
polio outbreak “now is not only
a desperate issue for Syria, but it
becomes part of the global issue as
well,” he said.

The UN estimates that over
four million Syrians are internally
displaced and a further two million
have fled the country because of the
prolonged uprising against Bashar
al-Assad. The threat of outbreak
piled further misery on Syria a day
after UN inspectors revealed they’d
missed their first target in destroy-
ing the country’s weapons cache.

The Nobel peace prize-winning
probers said they’d been unable
to visit two of the 23 target sites
because of security concerns —
though it was not clear if they
were in government or opposition
territory.

UN secretary-general Ban Ki
Moon told the Security Council he
was still confident of meeting the
ambitious November 1 deadline for
destroying the weapons.

Morning Star &



10  November 6, 2013

Lettery to-the Editor /&

The Guardian
74 Buckinghoum Street
Surry Hilly NSW 2010

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au

Market forces and
school sport

The intrusion of commercialism
into school sport that Peter Mac
wrote about in the Guardian on
October 16 is not new. It was a
common topic of conversation
by boys and teachers over half a
century ago when I was at school
at Sydney High, a state school that
by sheer achievement had forced
its way into the ranks of the GPS
(“great public school”) system.

It was common practice at that
time for the big private schools (which
made up most of the GPS system)
to keep their best-performing sports
stars on for an extra year during

which time their talents would be on
display on the sporting field while
the school would give them extra
coaching to ensure they got a good
pass in the Leaving Certificate and a
glowing school report. Being at least
a year older than their opponents from
Sydney High for example meant they
were bigger and heavier than our
guys, a distinct advantage in rugby
union.

To schools seeking fee-paying
customers a high-profile image of
sporting prowess was a valuable asset,
and those schools knew all the tricks
to ensure they got such an image. |
remember High’s sports master, Mr
Jessep — whose idiosyncrasy was to
always address the assembled school
body as “chaps” — ruefully observing
at one assembly that “I know, when
you see some of these teams from the
other GPS schools run out on to the
field you look around for their wives
and children.”

Not surprisingly, we held them
and their sharp practices in contempt,
and resolutely declined to yield to our
headmaster’s urgings that we should

Letters / Culture & Life

devote our Saturdays to going to
watch them perform.

For the private GPS schools there
was money and prestige involved
jointly, and it is not surprising that in
the intervening period the practice of
scouting for potential sporting talent
from the ranks of the State schools
with offers of scholarships and finan-
cial support has mushroomed.

It is in fact an object lesson in just
one of the harmful effects of unleash-
ing market forces into the sphere of
education.

Rob Gowland
Central Coast

There will be
consequences

I spy with my little eye — no, we spy
with Five Eyes. The US spy scandal
just keeps on developing. Every
day there are new entities and
organisations that have been the
subject of eavesdropping. Friends
and foes, they are all spied on.
The Vatican, the World Bank, the
United Nations, the International
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Monetary Fund, world leaders —
you name it!

Now Australia is in deep trouble
as well. Way back in 1941 the United
States and Great Britain had an infor-
mal agreement on sharing intelligence.
In 1946 it was more formally set up
and in the following years the cosy
arrangement allowed in new members
— Australia, New Zealand and Canada.

The five participating countries
were called Five Eyes. It is worth
noting that the secretive nature of
the arrangement was such that the
Prime Minister of Australia was told
about it only in 1973. So important

are our democratic rights as citizens
that the public was kept in complete
ignorance till 2005. Now thanks to
Edward Snowden more and more
scandalous details about world-wide
surveillance and eavesdropping are
coming out.

Australia is not coming out of
it smelling of roses. Our role was to
eavesdrop on our neighbours — and
our neighbours are not happy. Difficult
to say what the final fall-out of this
murky situation will be, but one thing
is clear — there will be consequences.

T Southern
Brisbane
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When Australia
really became

The capitalist media in Australia frequently
declares that this country “became a nation”
when boatloads of Australian and New
Zealand soldiers were rowed ashore on the
Gallipoli peninsula by British sailors and
left to make their way off the beaches under
withering fire from the Turkish defenders.
The ANZACs’ mission was to capture the
peninsula and force the Dardanelles, thus
allowing the Royal Navy ready access to the
Black Sea and Southern Russia.

The scheme was one of Winston Churchill’s
and from his point of view had the merit (if it
succeeded) of achieving several British strategic
imperial interests in one fell swoop: it would
divide the Central Powers (Turkey would be
separated from Germany and Austria-Hungary)
with whom Britain was then at war — it would
allow the Royal Navy to support British claims
to Black Sea oil and Donbas coal and iron (they
belonged to Russia but there was a war going
on and who knew how it might turn out?) — and
control of the Dardanelles and the Black Sea
might allow British possessions in Egypt and
India to be linked overland via the Middle East
or even southern Russia. Churchill was close
to City of London investors who had long had
their eyes on the resources of southern Russia.

But whatever its strategic possibilities had
been, the botched landing at Gallipoli, the
British inability to force the Dardanelles, and
the fierce defence of their land by the Turkish
soldiers, meant that in a relatively short time
the invaders had to withdraw. Churchill’s
imperialist scheme had come to nothing, but it

had cost the lives of thousands of young men.
In Australia’s case they had all been volunteers,
who had been told that they were going to fight
a barbarous aggressor, who hated the British
Empire (that bastion of civilisation) and lusted
after our land and our women. Well, after all:
the authorities could hardly tell them they were
going to fight for British coal and iron interests,
could they?

Which is why the capitalists’ claim that
being put ashore on the wrong beach in a
doomed attempt to achieve the impossible
somehow “made Australia a nation” is just so
much eyewash. Whatever way you look at it,
the Gallipoli landings were a fiasco and the
invasion of the peninsula was defeated. No,
that did not and never could “make Australia
a nation”. Besides, that had already been
achieved more than half a century earlier, but
in circumstances the ruling class would rather
no one remembered.

That momentous even was the Creation and
Defence of the Eureka Stockade at Ballarat in
December 1854. Victoria was still in the grip
of a gold rush that had already lasted a couple
of years. To meet the expense of “securing
order” on the goldfields and to build up the state
Treasury, the Victorian government imposed a
license fee on all diggers.

In 1854 the licence fee was £12 per annum,
but as Arthur Wilberforce Jose said in the
1llustrated Australian Encyclopaedia of 1925,
“to miners barely making rations the payment
of £12 per annum was impossible”. A sense of
injustice was wide-spread across the Victorian

goldfields, and there had already been riots at
Beechworth and Castlemaine.

Then in October, a miner was killed at
a hotel in Ballarat. His brother accused the
publican, an ex-convict from Tasmania (like
many of the goldfields police). He was charged
but discharged when the case came before the
bench. The miners were furious, and established
first a committee and then the Ballarat Reform
League, with JB Humffray (a Welshman) as
its first secretary, and Peter Lalor (an Irish
digger), Frederic Vern (a Hanoverian), Raffaello
(an Italian teacher of languages), Timothy
Hayes (an Irishman) and George Black (“an
Englishman of good education and considerable
intelligence”™).

Meanwhile the government sent fresh
troops to Ballarat who infuriated the crowd by
marching in with fixed bayonets. The crowd
set upon the soldiers and injured three or four.
A few days later, at a mass meeting held at
Bakery Hill, the miners’ leaders reported back
on their fruitless attempts to negotiate with
the government. Vern proposed burning the
obnoxious licences and the meeting resolved to
burn all licences and to protect anyone arrested
for not having one.

The next day, mounted troopers were
ordered to make a “specially vigorous” licence-
hunt, but were driven off with a volley of stones.
Peter Lalor was elected leader and under a blue
flag bearing the emblem of the Southern Cross,
the miners swore their historic oath “to stand
truly by each other, and fight to defend our rights
and liberties”. An area of about an acre of the

Eureka claim was hastily enclosed with piled
up timber, mining slabs etc. A deputation was
sent to the Commissioner to demand the release
of that morning’s prisoners and the cessation of
licence hunts. The Commissioner refused, saying
that the agitation was only “a cloak to cover a
democratic revolution”. (And he wasn’t having
any of that thank you very much.)

On the Friday, men were busy in the
stockade, drilling or strengthening its structure.
But there was no ammunition and little food
within the stockade so on Saturday many men
left to search for these commodities. Spies
informed the government of the depleted state
of the stockade’s defences, and at about 4.30 on
Sunday morning nearly 300 soldiers attacked
the miners. Five of the attackers were killed,
but 16 miners were killed and at least eight
others died of their wounds. One hundred and
fourteen prisoners were taken but all were
released without charge, except for 13 including
Hayes and Raffaello who were charged with
high treason. A reward was offered for Lalor,
Black and Vern. Eventually all those charged
were acquitted without being called on to
defend themselves. It was a complete victory
for the miners. But also for a clever ruling class.

For some of the miners’ leaders had hoped
to make the diggers’ protest movement into a
push for a republic. In Australia at that time,
this was premature. However, by its democratic
ideals, notions of solidarity, and faith in the
workers, the Eureka uprising became a shining
light for the Australian working class ever
since. &
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he salt water crocodiles that

frequent the rivers and estuar-
ies of Queensland and the Northern
Territory are the world’s largest. They
have a special gland on the back of
their snout that expels excess salt
from their body. This allows them to
undertake long ocean swims, 80 or
90 kilometres is not uncommon, to
reach New Guinea or the islands of
the Arafura Sea.

One such island is an atoll known
as Crab Island, one of the main
breeding grounds for flatback turtles.
These turtles have what is classified as
a “soft” shell, which may be a reason
why — unlike other turtles — they can
come ashore in the daytime, under
a blazing tropical sun, to lay their
eggs in the sand. As the Australian
documentary Reptilian Battleground
(ABC1 Sunday November 10 at
7.30pm) shows, the turtles return
to the sea past a watching array of
several dozen crocs, which have
swum there in an anticipatory
migration from northern Australia, to
await the hatching of those same eggs.

“Salties” when at home in
Australia are very territorial, but on
Crab Island they share the beach and
even the odd turtle in ways that are
not fully understood and have never
before been filmed. Is it a truce? Are
they in fact in family groups? Or is
it just that they are about to share a
food bonanza?

The feast these giant reptiles

are waiting for is the hatching of
the baby turtles, creatures so small
you wouldn’t think salties would be
bothered trying to catch them. But
they eagerly rush about the beach,
hoovering up baby turtles as fast as
they can.

However, the crocs are not the
only guests at the feast: there are also
ghost crabs attacking from under the
sand, night herons and jabirus stalking
the shore line to take them before
they reach the surf, and lemon sharks
waiting to get them once they reach
the water. Only one in 600 apparently
reach adulthood, but that is enough to
keep the species going.

Meanwhile, naturalists have been
given much to think about. As the
commentary says: “The Crab Island
arena is throwing open the reptilian
rule book; on and off the battlefield,
salties keep surprising us.”

Iternatively you may pre-

fer to watch episode three
of Doctor Who: The Best Of The
Doctor (ABC2 Sunday November
10 at 7.30pm). This episode deals
with time travel or — in the cutesy
words of the episode title — “the tim-
ey-wimey of Doctor Who”. Personally,
I have never thought the series used
time travel at all imaginatively. It is
simply a means to use a wide vari-
ety of settings and locations (“let’s
set an episode at the destruction of
Pompeii”). The series rarely played
with notions of time travel or with
the idea of mixing periods or flitting
from one period to another within the
same story line. What’s the point of
giving your characters the ability to
travel in time if you don’t utilise its
full potential?

Paul Keating is an erudite and

wily politician, a working
class kid from Bankstown who never
moved politically from the right-
wing of the Labor Party. In the first
instalment of Keating: the Interviews
(ABC1 Tuesdays from November
12 at 8.30pm) he reveals no youthful
ambition to help people or make the
world a better place. Instead he talks
about his personal ambition, about

Worth Watching

November 6, 2013 11

Estuarine Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus) entering surf — Reptilian Battleground

(ABC1 Sunday November 10 at 7.30pm).

power and the hard work required to
advance your political career.

Kerry O’Brien sets the line of
the program through his leading
questions, but Keating was no
doubt happy with O’Brien’s line.
It’s certainly anything but hostile.
If your interest is in observing the
personality of a right-wing politician,
well — here’s your chance. Otherwise,
at least in the first episode, there are
no revelations.

he difference between so-

called “observational docu-
mentaries” and real documentaries
are all too evident in The Call Centre
(ABC2 Wednesdays from November
13 at 8.30pm). At the core of real or
classic documentaries was their desire
to reveal the reality of their subject.
Not just how it looks but what is
going on beneath the surface. Why
is it like this? The modern “observa-
tional documentary” is exclusively
concerned with the surface: what
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is being said, how does it look, are
the people funny, and other equally
superficial questions.

The Call Centre is shot in
a British call centre, run by a
patronising CEO, Nev Wilshire. Nev
is undoubtedly a character, but he
is also totally dedicated to making
money through the obnoxious practice
of tele-marketing. His mainly young
staff aggressively ring people to try to
sell them anything from a time-share
holiday cottage to insurance. Just
how annoying this abuse-for-profit
of a modern means of communication
can be is glimpsed in a few recorded
responses from “clients” heard in the
first episode.

Nev’s mantra is that “happy
people sell”, so he goes out of his
way to keep his employees smiling.
This is hard work on his part, as he
blatantly interferes in their lives, but
one notices that he doesn’t try to make
them happy by increasing their wages.

In fact, wages and conditions are not
actually dealt with. It’s just a “fun
place to work”, but significantly none
of the employees seem to want to stay
there forever. This is not a career.
They are all intending to move on
somewhere else as soon as something
suitable comes along.

And Nev will go on working his
tail off to keep them happy so they
will make /ots of sales calls to people
who don’t want to be called to the
phone to find out that it’s someone
trying to sell them something.

his week’s episode of the

Indigenous drama series
Redfern Now (ABC1 Thursdays at
8.30pm) is the story of breakdown
in a mixed marriage thrown under
public scrutiny when the couple’s
child goes missing. When the white
mother’s family and her Aboriginal
husband’s family for different reasons
both become hostile to the couple the
media quickly smell a story. &
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|GO HOME OR FACE ARREST “|
Text HOME to 78070

for free advice, and help with travel documents

We can help you to return home voluntarily without fear of arrest or detention

Don’t underestimate

working people’s solidarity

Don Flynn

My personal engagement with interna-
tionalism began in the late 1960s. As a
teenager with a keen interest in politics, I
felt that any vision of progress had to take
into account the life-or-death struggles
against apartheid and people’s subjection
by neo-colonial regimes. The emergence of
free nations able to pursue their own visions
of equality and well-being seemed then
to be the key to all our hopes for a better
world. Internationalism meant declaring
our solidarity with them in their fight for
freedom.

There’s a price to be paid when we become
indifferent to racism and injustice. The dangers
came home to me in a very practical way when
news of Enoch Powell’s “Rivers of Blood”
filled the news channels in April 1968. With
frightening eloquence the Tory politician told
us that a reinvigorated nationalism needed
to be made the organising principle of our

community life, and that would mean hatred
of people of colour.

At that time, I was growing up in north
Liverpool, which was almost 100 percent white.
It seemed that with that speech, everything I
thought was bad about the world had come
knocking on my front door. London dockwork-
ers had gone on strike in support of the speech
and rumours spread that they were travelling
to other port cities urging similar action from
their colleagues.

But concern about international injustice
resonated with aspects of youth culture in those
days. The Vietnam war, African de-colonisation,
Latin American dictatorship and civil rights
struggle in the United States were all of interest
in Britain. So it was not difficult to get a band of
like-minded internationalists together to leaflet
the pubs and the gates along the Liverpool Dock
Road, calling on local dockers to reject the call
to give support to Powell’s racist speech.

It was a long time ago, and I was young,
but my memories are of hearty greetings by

men old enough to be my father, who took our
smudgy tracts and declared, “No worries — we’ll
have none of that here.”

This to me was what I took to be interna-
tionalism in action: working people refusing
to be divided into ethnic or nationalistic tribes,
who nurtured the hope, however far off in the
distance it may be before it was realised, that
their true interests lay in fellowship across all
the borders of geography and the mind.

I have held a strong belief in practical and
down-to-earth internationalism ever since.
Stints of work as an active trade union official,
and then a career that has taken me through
community organising and the provision of
legal advice services before coming to rest
as a long-time campaigner for the rights of
migrants and refugees, has shown me that the
battle for social justice requires an approach
to internationalism that is close to the lives
of ordinary working class people. This means
solidarity that underscores the experiences
working people have already learned from

life, building on a refusal to be divided, and
articulating the need to forge links with people
across the world.

Our current epoch of uber-globalisation,
climate change, and planet-wide poverty have
affirmed every intuition I ever had back in my
teenage years that progress means a strengthen-
ing of internationalism among ordinary people.
Looking at the rising generations in the towns
and cities that I move in today, I know that so
much of their personal experiences connect
them to worlds that exist beyond the borders
of the country of which they are citizens. The
values they hold and the sense of justice that
they are nurturing make it clear to me that this
strengthening of internationalist responses is
well underway.

It is being carried forward with its own
logic and energy. With a sharpened focus that
takes it into the realm of politics and challenges
to the exercise of power, it will yet achieve its
potential to change the world.

New Internationalist

Racists, go home

Chris Coltrane

Readers in Britain may be
familiar with the now-withdrawn
#RacistVan, whose billboard
declared: “In the UK illegally? Go
home or face arrest. Text HOME
to 78070 for free advice.”

Now obviously, this is a gen-
ius idea. Because if you lived in a
country where you could be tor-
tured and killed for your beliefs,
and you’ve battled through hell to
get into a country that you believe
can offer you safe haven, you’d
definitely see an advert on a van
and think to yourself, “It’s illegal
for me to be here? Oh my good-
ness, I didn’t realise! In that case,
let me just text the government, on
that phone that I definitely own, and

hand myself in. To think I could
have had a criminal record! I really
dodged a bullet there.”

“Go home!” It’s the language of
right-wing extremists, and the gov-
ernment knows it. The vans aren’t
meant to appeal to “illegal” immi-
grants — they’re meant to appeal to
Conservative voters who are drift-
ing to the UK Independence Party
(UKIP).

But it did make me wonder —
how could I be sure that I was here
legally? I needed to check. I am a
patriot, after all. So I texted in.

First thing the next day, I
received a voicemail from the
Home Office: “If you are genuinely
interested in a voluntary departure,
please call us back.” They stressed
the word genuinely, as if it were

a response to an online dating ad:
“Genuine people only, no time-
wasters, must have GSOH, espe-
cially with regard to our ludicrous
anti-immigration policies.”

But it did make me wonder —
how could I be sure that I was in
Britain legally?

Later that day I spoke to a
very stern no-nonsense lady and 1
explained to her, in my finest BBC
English accent, that I wasn’t sure
if I was here legally. Wearily, she
sighed — a sign that perhaps [ wasn’t
the first person to have had this
idea — and said, “Come on then,
let’s hear it.” Why, it’s almost as if
hundreds of other people are trolling
the Home Office with preposterous
excuses, in protest at their racist
propaganda! Isn’t that a shame.

I told her that I was born in
this country, and so were my par-
ents. And so were their parents,
and their parents, and their par-
ents, and their parents. But, here’s
the thing — I’ve no idea about
THEIR parents! Where did they
come from? What if they snuck in
centuries ago from Bongo Bongo
Land?” (A country which I can’t
find on a map, but which I’'m sure
exists, because why else would
UKIP MEP Godfrey Bloom claim
it’s where US$1.5 billion of our
foreign aid goes?)

Anyway, the Home Office lady
assured me that I didn’t need to
worry. “But how can you be sure?”
I asked. Well, I’'m sorry to say I
never found out — because she hung
up on me.

But dear reader, perhaps you
could find out for yourself. How
many generations can you trace
back? Chances are that if you
go back far enough, you’ll find
your heritage was Dutch, Roman
or French. In which case, you’re
almost certainly here due to an ille-
gal invasion.

I implore ALL of you in
Britain: text HOME to 78070. Do it
now. And be sure to keep the Home
Office on the phone for as long as
possible. Not to waste their time,
you understand; but simply to make
absolutely sure that they’ve got all
the facts before they decide if you
can stay. You may not hear it in
their voices, but the Home Office
will definitely be grateful.
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