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Abbott's audit:

Anna Pha

It is a well known edict that when a govern-
ment sets up an inquiry, the desired outcome
determines the choice of personnel. Nothing
could be truer with the Abbott government’s
appointees to its Commission of Audit. The
head of the Commission is Business Council
of Australia president Tony Shepherd. The
Commission’s secretariat is headed by
Peter Crone, the BCA’s chief economist and
director of policy, not a public servant. The
aim of the audit is to provide the Abbott
government with a blueprint for massive
spending cuts and redefining the role of
government. It is policy development by big
business for big business.

The Commission of Audit will assess the
role and scope of government, and whether
“taxpayers’ money is being spent wisely and
in an efficient manner”.

The Audit is a political exercise to justify
big business’s agenda for Australia. It is a facet
of the Coalition’s “Big Society” program. There
will also be an inquiry by the Productivity
Commission into workplace relations which will
lay the basis for the return of WorkChoices on
steroids — individual contracts, loss of penalty
rates, denial of right of entry, further limits
on “protected” industrial action, reduction in
minimum wage, gutting of enterprise agree-
ments, etc.

As stated in last week’s Guardian, “The
Abbott government is about to embark on a mas-
sive transformation of the role of the government
that would take the provision of social security
and public services back to the Dickensian era.
It is much more than a plan for ‘small govern-
ment’, privatisation and the replacement of the
‘welfare state’ by self-provision and charity.”
(“Abbott’s ‘Big Society’ — democracy under
attack”, #1615, 23-10-2013)

The Audit will prescribe massive spending
cuts, the sacking of thousands of public sector
workers, cuts in service provision, outsourcing
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of government work, closure or consolidation
of government departments and privatisation of
remaining federal government assets.

At the same time it will set the agenda for
massive corporate and personal (on the higher
marginal rates) tax cuts. As a first step the aim
is to cut company tax rate from 30 to 25 per-
cent in this term of government. The GST will
be increased and extended to items presently
exempt (medical, education, fresh food), but
that may be in a second term if Abbott gets one.

The Commission will look at duplication of
roles between state and federal governments and
determine which level of government should
have responsibility for education, health serv-
ices, environmental assessments, authorisation
of new mining and developers’ projects, etc.

Treasurer Joe Hockey refers to the “Big
Society” as the “end to the age of entitlement”
—neo-liberal spin for what is commonly referred
to as “the welfare state” and talks in terms of
“small government” and “self-provision” of
social security. Nothing is ruled out, according
to Hockey.

Terms of reference

The terms of reference have a similar
ring to the BCA’s “Action Plan for Enduring
Prosperity” — that is, ensuring prosperity for
big business. The scope of the Audit covers
anything related to the functions, income and
spending of the government.

The Commission must ensure “taxpayers
are receiving value-for-money from each dollar
spent” and eliminate so-called “wasteful spend-
ing”. By “wasteful spending”, neo-liberals mean
expenditure that does not result in benefits to
the private sector and profit generation.

For example, payments to single mothers
(to use Abbott’s language) are seen as “wasteful
spending” unless they are adjusted downwards
to become an “incentive” to return to work. The
school kids’ bonus and the low income super
offset are already on the hit list.

Continued on page 2
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CPA anniversary

October 30 marks the 93rd anniversary of the formation of
the Communist Party of Australia in 1920. In those 93 years the
Party participated in and led many great struggles. In that time
it endured attacks on it by the ruling powers, including being
outlawed during the Second World War and an attempt to ban it
by the Menzies government in the 1950s, an attempt thwarted by
the combined forces of the trade unions, ALP and communities.

Today the CPA continues to be active and is part of the world-
wide communist and workers’ movement. While there have been
some international setbacks this movement remains the largest
single political movement of our times.

Communist parties or their equivalent, provide the leadership
of the governments of People’s China, Socialist Vietnam, Cuba,
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Cambodia and Laos.
Communists lead the governments of the Indian states of West
Bengal and Tripura which have a combined population of 70-80
million. Members of the South African Communist Party are part
of the coalition government of South Africa. There are strong and
influential communist parties in a number of the countries of the
European continent, such as AKEL in Cyprus, and the struggle
of the Communist Party of Greece. Many parties work as part of
national liberation movements or in coalition with other parties.

The members of the CPA are active and dedicated — as are our
counterparts in other countries — to the interests of the working
people. A look at our policies for democratic rights, secure and
better living standards, for environmental protection, trade union
rights, peace between nations, child-care facilities, equality for
women, jobs, trade unions, student and the youth, for the rights
of the Indigenous people, just to mention a few issues, confirms
this claim.

But how to implement these policies and form a government
that is also committed to the interests of the working people rather
than to the interests of the corporations and “the big end of town”?
At the present time, big money rules and has willing servants in
both the major political parties — Liberal and Labor.

The CPA proposes that all the left and progressive forces should
cooperate in a coalition which works out a program of agreed
policies and works hard to implement them both inside and outside
parliament.

In state and federal parliamentary elections a start can be
made by progressive parties and individual candidates agreeing
to exchange preferences. Later more formal coalitions could be
formed.

It is this type of government that has won through in Brazil,
Venezuela, and Uruguay and, as already mentioned, in South
Africa.

Another feature of the outlook of communist parties is their
internationalism. In just the same way that capital has become
international in the form of transnational corporations, so it is
necessary that working class organisations also go international
and join with similar organisations in other countries. There are a
number of trade union internationals and there are an increasing
number of campaigns being waged on an international basis against
specific international corporations such as Rio Tinto.

Communist parties also cooperate and wage joint campaigns,
as seen in the Middle East, in Europe, South America and the
Caribbean and in Asia.

It was Marx and Engels writing in the Communist Manifesto
who put forward the slogan — “Workers of the world unite, you
have nothing to lose but your chains”.

This month’s CPA’s 12th Congress resolutions incorporate all
these ideas but to make more impact in Australia there is an urgent
need to build the membership and influence of the Party.

So the Party makes this appeal to you. Why not consider joining
up and becoming an active member in this great army of workers
and fighters?

For decades, even centuries, progressive-minded citizens have
been trying to change the world so that needs of the poor and
exploited are given priority. But capital remains strong and tries to
stop any and every progressive step forward. It is the communist
parties and the new socialist societies that show that it can be done.

PRESS FUND

Apparently capitalists continue to purchase Treasury bonds
(“investing in the national debt”) as a good risk, because the US
would surely never go into default. That has allowed successive US
governments to fund their vast war programs by increasing the
national debt, now well over US$16 trillion. It sounds very much
like the supreme overconfidence that preceded the 1929 Wall Street
crash. In contrast, buying the Guardian is a really good investment
for ordinary folk because we aim to reveal the truth, in order to
help make the world a better place. But we can’t do it without your
help, by way of contributions to the Press Fund, so please send us
something for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to
the following:

Mark Mannion $5, KM $10
This week’s total $15 Progressive total 6,235
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The terms of reference direct
the Commission to “identify areas
or programs where Commonwealth
involvement is inappropriate, no
longer needed, or blurs lines of
accountability.”

“Inappropriate” is spin for “it
could be done by the private sector”
or there are already private sector
operators providing similar services.
The aim is for the government to
withdraw from service provision
wherever possible.

The Commission will consider
how to “improve the overall efficiency
and effectiveness with which govern-
ment services and policy advice are
delivered.” This is spin for handing
everything over to the private sec-
tor which, according to neo-liberal
mythology, is more efficient. Or to
give it to the large church charities
which can do it cheaper, with non-
union workforces including volunteer
labour.

Likewise, “Exploring options
for greater efficiencies in the federal
government including contestability
of services” is about privatisation.
“Contestability of services” means
putting public sector work out to ten-
der and existing employees compet-
ing with cost-cutting, non-unionised
contractors and church organisations
to hold onto their jobs. It has already
started in the community services
sector.

“The Commission is asked to
review and report on the long-term
sustainability of the budget position
... Where possible, the Commission
should identify options to address
... budget risks in the medium to
long term, including by introducing
appropriate incentives to encourage
self-provision of services by individu-
als over time.”

These “incentives” include
“appropriate price signals — such as
the use of co-payments, user-charging
or incentive payments ...” This could
result in the abolition of bulkbilling
under Medicare, means testing of
access to Medicare, limiting Medicare
coverage to “basic” services, and so
forth.

“Self-provision” includes schemes
where people pay insurance to cover
payments such as unemployment or
sickness benefits in times of need.
The government would no longer
fund them out of central revenue.
Superannuation is an example of this,
where the aim is for government to
eventually wind back the age pension.

The Commission may also
consider “whether there remains a
compelling case for the activity to
continue to be undertaken; and “if
so, whether there is a strong case
for continued direct involvement of
government, or whether the activity
could be undertaken more efficiently
by the private sector, the not-for-profit
sector, the States, or local government.

Again, this is about the govern-
ment abandoning its responsibilities
for the wellbeing of society. For
example, Medicare might be admin-
istered by private health insurance
funds, all community services con-
tracted out to the private sector or
charities, states take over complete
responsibility for education.

Nowhere in the terms of reference
or the government’s rhetoric is there
a mention of the wellbeing of the

people, nothing to improve the lives
of working people, to ensure workers
have an adequate income or that there
is full, secure employment. Not even
a pretence of caring about anything
except big business interests.

BCA CEO Jennifer Westacott
said the audit provided a “once-in-
a-generation opportunity to fortify
Australia’s budget foundations and
set in train a much-needed reform
agenda to keep our economy strong.”

She should know. Abbott has
adopted the BCA’s agenda and the
BCA is running the Audit.

“It’s a chance to reset Australia’s
budget priorities, remove inefficiency
and duplication with the states,
improve the performance of public
services and begin setting aside
funds to withstand economic volatil-
ity around the world and unfolding
pressures at home, including our age-
ing population,” Westacott said, the
same language as used in the terms
of reference.

The cuts in spending, closure of
services and mass sackings of public
servants will fund corporate tax cuts
and the maintenance of an obscenely
bloated military budget. The contract-
ing out and sale of public assets are
gifts to the private sector, new profit-
churning opportunities. The shifting
of state responsibilities for social
security to church and other philan-
thropic organisations is ideological,
in part an attempt to impose narrow
religious views on the community.
They are a return to the Dickensian
era of charity, dependency and abject
poverty.

The whole audit process under-
mines the role of the public service in
policy development and democratic
processes, as the elected government
transfers its role to big business. It
amounts to a takeover by the BCA,
the direct dictatorship of monopoly
capital.

The BCA’s members are CEOs
of the 100 largest corporations
(monopolies) operating in Australia.
It primarily represents the interests
of the big banks, the major resources
corporations, corporate services com-
panies and major retail chains.

Monopoly dictatorship

The “independent” Audit
Commission’s membership leaves
no doubts as to who is running the
country and the political and ideologi-
cal thrust of their “Big Society” (Big
Business, Small Government) agenda.

The Commissioners are Tony
Shepherd, Tony Cole, Peter Boxall,
Robert Fisher, and Amanda Vanstone,
with Peter Crone’s role as head of the
Commission’s Secretariat.

Following his appointment to the
Commission, Shepherd announced his
resignation as chairman of Transfield
Services, a construction and services
outfit that stands to gain hundreds of
millions of dollars in contracts from
the outcomes of the Commission’s
audit. It has already made a mint
out of government outsourcing and
contracts.

Boxall harks back to the Howard
era. He was chief of staff to Treasurer
Peter Costello at the time of the
Howard government’s national audit
in 1996 and the billions of dollars
in massive spending cuts in social
spending that followed. He later
headed the Finance Department from

1997-2002 and is noted for the sell-
off of government buildings, the sale
of Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and
Perth airports and Telstra, and the
outsourcing of IT to the private sector.
He then oversaw the introduction of
WorkChoices and the Howard gov-
ernment’s callous welfare to work
agenda, as head of the Department
of Employment and Workplace
Relations.

Prior to his work for Costello
and Howard, he worked for the
IMF and Reserve Bank of Australia.
More recently he has been an ASIC
Commissioner and two years ago
was appointed by Liberal Premier
Barry O’Farrell as chair of NSW’s
Independent Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal (IPART).

Cole is National Practice
Leader of William M Mercer’s
Investment Consulting practice. He
has had extensive public service
experience including as Secretary
to the Treasury, Chairman of the
Industry Commission (predecessor
to Productivity Commission) and
Secretary to the Department of Human
Services and Health under the Hawke/
Keating governments. He is a strong
advocate of increasing the GST and
was an Alternate Executive Director to
the World Bank. He held the positions
of Deputy Secretary to the Department
of Prime Minister and Cabinet and
Alternate Executive Director to the
World Bank

Amanda Vanstone is a former
Minister in the Howard government.

As already stated, Crone is the
Chief Economist and Director of
Policy at the BCA. He served on
Howard’s personal staff as senior
economic adviser for eight years.
The GST was one of his babies. He
has worked as an investment adviser
and was an adviser in Treasury and
Finance for Victorian Premier Jeff
Kennett.

The Commission will provide an
initial report to the government before
January 31, 2014 and the final part in
March, in time for inclusion in the
2014-15 budget.

Prior to the elections, Abbott had
ruled out any changes for which the
government did not have a mandate.
Now, according to Hockey that
promise only applies to measures
“we said explicitly we would not
do.” Everything else is up for grabs
now. Other changes, such as the GST
appear to be scheduled for a second
term of government. The task now
is to fight the changes and make
sure there is no second term for the
Coalition.

The planned cuts will have a
contractionary effect on the economy,
driving it into recession, further
privatisations. The hand over of
government services to the charities
and other private operators will result
in a decline in quality and accessibil-
ity. This will be compounded by user
pays and higher charges. It is criminal
for any government to dispose of its
assets, leaving itself and the nation in
a precarious financial position.

Individual unions have been fight-
ing some of these developments which
were commenced under Labor. It is
vital that a united campaign involving
the labour movement and wider com-
munity is built to defend the public
sector and public services. @&
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Bob Briton

What has got into Australia’s capi-
talist class? Billionaires are lining
up to donate to universities and
other well respected institutions.
Is it an attack of conscience after
screwing workers and destroying
the environment in the course of
amassing their personal fortunes?
Have they concluded that the
privatising neo-liberals have gone
too far and that public education
(for example) needs a helping
hand? It was Andrew (Twiggy)
Forrest of Fortescue Metals Group
who set tongues wagging recently
with his donation of $65 million
for postgraduate research at the
University of Western Australia
(UWA). The consensus on the
business pages is that large scale,
US-style philanthropy has arrived
in Australia and that it is good
news for those of us who must wait
for crumbs to fall from the tables
of the wealthy.

Twiggy and his wife Nicole have
signed the “Pledge” to give away
half their fortune, following in the
footsteps of Bill and Melinda Gates
of Microsoft fame and mega-rich
investor Warren Buffett in the US.
Forrest has handed over more than
$300 million in the past decade
and the decision to pump another
$65 million into Forrest Foundation
scholarships and the construction of
Forrest Hall at UWA has certainly
upped the ante in the latest round of
local philanthropy. The mining mag-
nate has previously attracted attention

with a series of cash injections into
Aboriginal employment and education
projects. So have we got the capital-
ists all wrong?

“Much of our philanthropy has
been anonymous because of our
belief it is best to give without strings
attached,” Forrest has been quoted as
saying. But the latest announcement
was made to a VIP audience including
Prime Minister Abbott, WA Premier
Colin Barnett and Governor Malcolm
McCusker. The conservative pollies
among them would have been well
pleased. Coalition plans place great
importance on philanthropy and the
other ways private interests can make
further big incursions into public
education.

In fact, most of the “philanthropy”
in recent times appears to be directed
at strategic points in health and educa-
tion — the two sectors of the economy
identified by former PM Gillard as
not having yielded totally to “free”
market treatment. And while Twiggy
Forrest would love us to believe he
is an uncomplicated guy who previ-
ously was driven to make a fortune
and is now driven by his very publicly
proclaimed Christian beliefs to give
it away, there is more to the mining
magnate than meets the eye.

Mr Forrest has a long association
with extreme right-wing politics. A
new biography by Andrew Burrell
entitled Twiggy, the High Stakes
Life of Andrew Forrest reveals that
Forrest employed David Thompson
from the League of Rights to be a
senior executive at Anaconda, one
of Forrest’s less successful business

October 30,2013 3

Twiggy Forrest and Tony Abbott.

ventures in the 1990s. Thompson
was Forrest’s wife’s brother-in-law.
Nicole’s family had been involved
with the notorious anti-Semitic group
for a long time. Thompson was organ-
ising speaking tours of Australia by
holocaust-denying British “historian”
David Irving when he was put on the
payroll.

Twiggy may not be a racist but
he certainly shares the right wing’s
contempt for government’s ability
to get the job done. These latter day
philanthropists don’t leave a bag of
money at the door of a charity or the
department of health or education to
help the less advantaged. The dent
the amounts involved would make in
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funding shortfalls would be relatively
minor in any case. They want to help
build a generation of leaders who also
recognise the power of private capital.

BHP Billiton is putting up $10
million to partner the Australian
Indigenous Education Foundation
to provide scholarships to 185 high
achieving Aboriginal students to
attend elite private boarding schools.
The former top donor, Graham
Tuckwell, gave $50 million for under-
graduate scholarships to the Australian
National University. John Grill
chipped in $20 million to set up a
Centre for Project Leadership. Harold
Mitchell contributed $12.5 million for
a health and education policy research

institute. That promises to be a busy
place in the near future!

A lot of this philanthropy was
sparked by Howard-era legislation
that made it easier for donors to set
up tax-effective private ancillary
funds (PAFs). Labor introduced the
Australian Charities and Not-for-
profits Commission (ACNC) partly
in order to regularise the flurry of
mega-rich generosity. Abbott’s social
services minister, Kevin Andrews, is
philosophically opposed to any such
government “meddling” and commit-
ted to dismantling the agency. Nothing
is going to be curb the Coalition’s
vision of an Australia made to order
for the corporate sector. &
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24 Hours of Readlity:
The cost of Carbon

Richard Titelius

In 2006, former US Vice President
Al Gore made the iconic cli-
mate change documentary, An
Inconvenient Truth, to encourage
debate and action on what were
seen as dangerously accelerating
rates of climate change.

Al Gore has continued with his
campaign to try to create governmen-
tal action and community awareness
of the cost of carbon. The central tenet
of his message is that human-induced
climate change is real and we must
take action to reduce the harmful
effects of carbon emissions on our
atmosphere. The longer we wait, the
more expensive it will become to act
on climate change.

The organisation which Al Gore
helped to found is called The Climate
Reality Project and this is the third
such 24 Hours of Reality which he
has helped to organise.

This year it was held in various
points around the world including
in the United States, Europe and
Australia. In Perth the Conservation
Council of Western Australia on
October 22-23 held their event at
Lotteries House. About 40 people
attended to watch the video pres-
entation of the Australian segment
which included a panel comprised of
Don Henry leader of the Australian
Conservation Council, Dr Anthony
McMichael of ANU Environment,
Climate and Health and Gary Cohen
of Healthcare Without Harm.

It was a slick and seductive
production which at times seemed at
odds with its urgent message about
the effects on lives and livelihoods
of people around our world as a
consequence of accelerating rates
of climate change. The video urged
us to “Calculate the incalculable”,
“rise to the challenge” to “confront
a crisis of our own making”. “From
the bottoms of our oceans to the tops

of mountains the effects of climate
change are occurring”.

Around the world climate records
are being broken including here in
Australia with our “angry summer”
from December 2012 to February
2013. Not only records of record
warm air temperatures, but also warm
seas and record rainfall.

The record rainfall according to
the science, occurs as the atmosphere
heats up, evaporation increases and
this pushes more moisture into the
air which later falls in alarming
amounts. Images of the floods in
Queensland and also the Gascoyne
region of Western Australia provided
a testimony to the devastating effects
of this surge in rainfall in Australia
and the filling of Lake Eyre for two
consecutive years.

The panellists discussed not only
the physical and natural effects on
the countryside but also the effects
on the physical and mental health of
people. They suffer mental trauma
losing loved ones and their dwellings
through fire and flood. The Black
Saturday fires of 2009 in Victoria were
raised as was the most recent massive
fire event in New South Wales which
destroyed more than 200 homes in
less than a week and continues to burn
as this story is being written.

There are also the effects on our
biodiversity and various organisms
from coral to flying foxes bleaching
or dying with the rising temperatures.
There is an increased prevalence of
disease and pestilence as the increased
temperatures and moisture favour
dengue fever, Ross River virus (a
mosquito borne virus) and malaria.

Climate change has also begun to
affect food production as floods and
heatwave conditions take their toll
on crops. In the last year, heatwave
conditions significantly reduced the
harvests of wheat and corn crops in
the US, Argentina and Russia forc-
ing up the prices of these staple food
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commodities. Less fertile land is
now available for planting food and
the Earth’s growing population also
contributes to the affect which climate
change is having on the sustainability
of life on this planet.

Arctic Sea ice is melting at
increasing rates which is pushing up
the levels of our oceans and affect-
ing the viability of life in low lying
communities from islands in the South
Pacific to Bangladesh, Shanghai, New
York and Florida.

Saving the planet or
saving profits

Yet while the climate reality
entourage pleaded with its partici-
pants to recognise the enormity of the

Workers face tough choices
after Bathurst job culs

The NSW town of Bathurst is
facing the greatest challenge to
its industrial base with the loss of
jobs at its Simplot food processing
plant coming after an earlier deci-
sion to close its Downer EDI rail
locomotive works.

The Simplot decision to cut 110
jobs, announced last week, comes
after union members at the town’s
rail locomotive works were ponder-
ing whether to take redundancy or
move to other Downer EDI sites
where 100 jobs will be transferred.

The Australian manufactur-
ing Workers’ Union (AMWU) is
in ongoing talks with the com-
pany to make it as easy as possible
for members to transfer to other
Downer EDI sites if they wish, as
the jobs situation for skilled trades-
people in the NSW Central West
looks increasingly tough.

The failure of the NSW govern-
ment to allocate funds from its $6
billion transport war chest to local
rail was blamed by the AMWU for
the Downer EDI locomotive shop
closure.

AMWU organiser lan Morrison

said most of the skilled work for
boilermakers, electrical fitters and
machinists would be transferred to
the Downer EDI works at Cardiff
in the Hunter Valley or to Victoria’s
Newport rail workshop.

“The NSW government has not
prioritised building rolling stock in
Australia and for the North West
rail they were prepared to send the
work to China,” he said.

He said Downer EDI was
among NSW rail manufacturers
planning consolidation of sites due
to the uncertainty of NSW govern-
ment contracts, with the future of
the Cardiff operations and other
Hunter Valley rail facilities under
threat when the outfitting of the
imported Waratah trains finishes in
early 2014.

Morrison and other union offi-
cials have already met Downer EDI
management to discuss re-deploy-
ment and redundancy arrangements.

While some of the experienced
workforce may retire with a redun-
dancy package, many of the 40
AMWU members have young fami-
lies, mortgages and strong personal

ties to Bathurst which will make
moving extremely difficult.

Redundancy terms included
three weeks per year with a maxi-
mum of 73 weeks, plus a 25 percent
loading for any employee aged over
45.

AMWU delegate Andy Dundas
said the locomotive workforce is
working on with dignity, sticking
to their professional tasks until the
situation becomes clearer as unions
talk with management.

“The job situation is pretty
bleak in Central West NSW, some
younger blokes with mortgages and
families will have to look at leav-
ing,” he said.

“But then there’s the problem
that the house values here are not
so high, at least 30 percent less than
some of the other places where the
work is so it is hard to sell up.”

Downer EDI are expected to
maintain the Bathurst site until at
least Christmas, with a wind down
early in 2014. &

challenge which we face in dealing
with the consequences of climate
change with “entire systems being
pushed to the brink of collapse”, and
while oil and gas companies continue
to make record profits from the extrac-
tion and processing of non-renewable
carbon spewing products, it remained
silent about the role of capital in this
unrelenting catastrophe. “Making
profits is great, but ...” inveighed
the presenters of 24 Hours of Reality,
“we need to give the earth a break and
embrace opportunity.”

The presenters of this “climate
reality” would have humanity believe
that climate change can be halted,
profit-making under capitalism can
be preserved as indeed can life itself
on this planet i.e. the so called Triple
Bottom Line of profit, social and
environmental cost.

It cannot, as capitalism is about
exponential growth and production
for exchange value rather than use
value. The operation of capital and
of market mechanisms cannot be
relied upon to halt let alone reverse
climate change. If lowering carbon
levels in the atmosphere will interfere
with profitability levels then carbon
reduction targets will be reduced and

not carbon production itself. This can
be seen by the federal Liberal govern-
ment’s attitude towards the largely
symbolic carbon tax which sought to
put a price on carbon. It now seeks to
introduce legislation to overturn the
carbon tax and replace it with a Direct
Action scheme that seeks to rely on
the use of volunteers to participate in
carbon mitigation activities such as
planting trees. All the while mining
and use of fossil fuels continues at
existing levels and possibly increases.

The Communist Party of Australia
calls on people to reject the folly of
market-based “solutions”. Destruction
of the environment is a crime against
humanity. Protection of the environ-
ment must be a primary struggle of
the working class and all people.
Today, the struggle for sustainable
development is in essence a strug-
gle to restrain and restrict capitalist
corporations and to compel an end
to environmentally damaging pro-
duction processes. It is a struggle
to fulfil human needs through more
creative, democratic and ecologically
respectful practices. The contrast with
uncontrollable capitalist growth and
exploitation of natural resources for
profit is stark. &

Melbourne’s first
Cuban Arts & Culinary
Festival

111 Spring Street Melbourne

If you love a good carnival but not necessarily
the Spring Racing kind then head to Melbourne’s Windsor Hotel
during the first week of November.

The hotel is hosting Melbourne’s first Cuban Arts & Culinary
Festival, sponsored by the Embassy of the Republic of Cuba.

Highlights will include a showing of 23 paintings by Cuban artists,
many not seen before in Australia, famed Cuban dancers Eric and
Chantal Turro Martinez, platters of Cuban food based on recipes
provided by the wife of the Cuban Ambassador to Australia,
Cuban music, and of course, Cuban rum and cigars.

Further info:
David Perry 03 9633 6100 or dperry@thw.com.au
or visit www.thehotelwindsor.com.au
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Film review by Jeff Sawtell

Captain Phillips has drawn overwhelmingly
friendly critical fire, presumably in the hope
it might go some way to repairing decades
of US imperialist abuse.

That includes Dubya launching the “war
on terror” with dodgy dossiers and the abuse
of human rights, Afghanistan calling for the US
to withdraw and Obama sabre-rattling in Syria
while provoking Russia.

A change of image is definitely on the cards,
so along comes this very human story based
upon the real-life US hero Captain Phillips. He
was taken hostage by Somali pirates on board
his ship the Maersk Alabama in 2009.

An ordinary and honourable man, he’s
played by Tom Hanks with humanity exuding
from every pore.

As he and his wife agonise over the future
of their kids, director Paul Greengrass and
screenwriter Billy Ray relate the other side
of the story. They show fishermen, ruled by
warlords, fighting over who’s going to take the
next piratical mission as they line up like the
dockers of old waiting to be picked.

Ever since Sunday Bloody Sunday,
Greengrass’s forte has been to engage the audi-
ence in identifying with the protagonists and
involving them in the action.

Numerous hand-held cameras intensify the
claustrophobia alongside rapid, jump-cut editing.

True to his intention for verisimilitude,
Greengrass hired a sister ship to the Maersk
Alabama and got the US Defence Department
to allow them to use real warships and crew
alongside actors who’d gained work experi-
ence as seamen.

Phillips’s ship is on its own because he
refused the safety of a convoy and, as a strat-
egy is devised to counter the threat in an area
where there’d been no hijacks for 200 years
they see blips on the radar indicating pirates
heading their way.

Their drill becomes a reality but they fail
to stop the armed men boarding.

All the incredible action sequences, filmed
without the aid of CGI manipulation, take place
in the confines of the boat as the pirates track
down the crew, with the pirate leader Muse
(Barkhad Abdi) deciding to take Phillips hostage
as the US navy approaches.

The tension throughout is palpable, aided
by Hanks’s Oscar-contending performance
throughout.

It matters not that Greengrass tries to be
even-handed and stress the plight of the global
poor, since we’re suddenly caught up in the
thrill of the chase until his hero’s rescue by
Navy Seals — who have a record in screwing
up other jobs.

The war publicists will be more interested

Captain Phillips

in parading a self-effacing hero without gung-ho
obscenities, somebody prepared to show charity
to his captors.

Yet three of the pirates were shot in the
head on a lifeboat and another — who continu-
ously repeats “America, [ want to live like the
Americans” — now languishes in a US jail for
life.

Captain Phillips — a lesson in how to
produce the perfect propaganda film — will
doubtless be hailed as the most patriotic since
The Hurt Locker.

But the difference is that it will take more
than a film to portray the US as anything other
than a predatory power.

Morning Star &

Quandamooka anger
at sandmining move

Rudi Maxwell

Quandamooka people of North
Stradbroke Island were blindsided
last week when the Queensland
government introduced a Bill
that would extend sandmin-
ing on the island until 2035.
Quandamooka Yoolooburrabee
Aboriginal Corporation (QYAC)
chair Cameron Costello said
that despite repeated requests,
Premier Campbell Newman and
Mines Minister Andrew Cripps
had refused to come to the island
and meet with traditional owners.

“I received a courtesy call
from the Minister at 9am to let me
know they were introducing the
Bill, despite commitments from the
Premier in 2012 that they would
consult with us before introducing
legislation,” Mr Costello told the
Koori Mail.

“They’ve completely disregard-
ed our interests. Our Elders and the
Quandamooka people are upset and
angry. It’s extremely disappointing
for every Aboriginal person in this
country that this government has
further continued the treatment of
Aboriginal people, where we are
pushed aside and mining companies
come first .”

In 2011, the Bligh government
passed legislation phasing out sand-
mining by 2019, ending nearly six
decades of community division dur-
ing which time the traditional own-
ers received no compensation.

QYAC also had its native title
rights recognised by the Federal
Court in 2011, and signed an
Indigenous Land Use Agreement
(ILUA) that included compensation
and the transition to joint man-
agement of Naree Budjong Djara
National Park.

“Now the government has come
in and said they want to extend
sandmining. It’s asking the ques-
tion of all native title bodies who

have an ILUA whether its worth
the paper it’s written on, if they can
bring in legislation to change it two
years later,” Mr Costello said.

“This will have significant envi-
ronmental impacts on our country
and it’s worrying for all Aboriginal
people and all Australians.”

Quandamooka Elder Joan
Hendriks said she was devastated
by the government plan. “It’s a sor-
ry time for all of us. The land and
waters of our island home are our
very lifeblood and it’s a very sorry
time,” she said.

There are also concerns the
laws breach the native title rights
of the local Quandamooka people,
as the areas currently under mining
lease by Belgian company Sibelco
were set to revert to native title in
2020.

Queensland Opposition envi-
ronment spokesperson, Jackie Trad
claims Sibelco spent more than
$90,000 on postage and printing to
help Premier Newman get elected
in the seat of Ashgrove.

But Sibelco said the previous
government’s plan to end min-
ing by 2019 did not allow enough
time for an alternative economy to
develop. “By continuing the life of
sandmining, we are also ensuring
the continuity of job security for
a large number of Indigenous and
non-indigenous families on North
Stradbroke Island,” the company
said in a statement.

“Made their choice”

A spokesperson for Minister
Cripps said, “The Newman govern-
ment made its position on sandmin-
ing clear prior to the election and
Stradbroke Island locals made their
choice” and that department repre-
sentative had met many times with
QYAC.

“The QYAC and Quandamooka
people have been consulted and can
be assured that in developing the

Bill the interests of traditional own-
ers were taken into account,” the
spokesperson said.

“We have consistently main-
tained that the extension of min-
ing will not impact on the ILUA
between the QYAC and the State of
Queensland. Nor will any extension
if sandmining occurs over any indig-
enous joint management areas.”

QYAC is seeking legal advice.

“Our view has always been that
the Premier and the Minister should
have left negotiations to extend
sandmining between the mining
company and the Quandamooka
people.” Mr Costello said.

“If the Quandamooka people
agreed then the mining lease should
have been extended, but what the
government has done is to give the
green light to the mining company,
who can then come and throw
scraps to the traditional owners.

“The government is protecting
the interests of a wealthy foreign-
owned company that after 50 years
was paid no mining royalties. This
would have been the one chance
for Quandamooka to make up for
exclusion from economic devel-
opment, but the government has
continued the sorry practice of
excluding Aboriginal people.

“It’s a very sad day for
Quandamooka people and our
ancestors and we will not give up
without a fight.”

A parliamentary committee will
examine the laws introduced by Mr
Cripps. The committee took writ-
ten submissions on the Bill until
October 28.

People will have the oppor-
tunity to have their say on the at
a public hearing to be held in the
Parliamentary Annexe on October
30.

The committee will report back
to parliament by November 14 next
year.

Koori Mail &
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Continuing bushfires have failed to impress on the NSW (and
federal) governments of the importance of science in the
climate-changing world we are in. Deep cuts to staff and fund-
ing by the O’Farrell government in NSW have resulted in the
state’s inability to investigate and prepare for the effects of cli-
mate change such as more frequent extreme fire weather. The
Office of Environment and Heritage saw its staff reduced by more
than 50 percent and downgraded to being an office attached
to the premier’s department. Dr Peter Smith, who is now an
adviser on United Nations projects who used to lead a NSW
climate change science group, is highly critical of the cuts and
thinks that “governments are going to take climate change seri-
ously ... when you see them spending money on adaptation”.

It seems that the purpose of the NSW government is to sell
off anything that is not nailed down. And even if it is, they are
at it. A bill giving the government sweeping powers to approve
commercial activities on public land (such as parks and beach-
es) has alarmed legal experts. Draft laws introduced by Deputy
Premier Andrew Stoner would allow Crown land reserved for
the public to be used for other purposes, even if it is “incon-
sistent or incompatible” with the public purpose. No wonder
Greens MP Jeremy Buckingham said the bill would allow the
“effective sell-off of some of the most important and promi-
nent pieces of real estate in NSW”. Crown land in NSW covers
42 percent of the state. It includes such iconic places as Hyde
Park, Bondi Beach and the Field of Mars bushland between
the Lane Cove and Parramatta rivers. Under the bill, the only
limitation on the government’s power to approve a secondary
use of Crown land is that it must not “materially harm” the pri-
mary use of the land. However the expression is not defined
and does not prevent inconsistent or incompatible uses.

Bob Carr — what can we say? Goodbye, of course. There he was
— former NSW premier for 10 years and then a globe-trotting for-
eign minister for 19 months. And he did not come cheap - his
$4,220 a day habit which included international trips, chauffeured
cars and all the trimmings. All in all an estimated $77,000 cost to
taxpayers of his expenses during this period. He may be gone
but the taxpayers will continue to fork out $300,000 a year to their
former premier. Why? Because he is entitled to it. All the same
such figures seem obscene at a time when charities cannot man-
age the influx of people who actually need food for their children.
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Iragi Communist Party
Message of Greeting

fto the 12th Nationadl
Congress of the CPA

Dear Comrades,

We convey our warmest greetings to the 12th
National Congress of the Communist Party
of Australia, wishing all the delegates every
success in their deliberations. We also seize
this opportunity to express our gratitude for
your party’s internationalist solidarity with
Iraqi Communists, democrats and people.

Your National Congress, which is held
under the slogan “Active and United for a
Socialist Australia”, is taking place in a climate
of deepening financial and economic crisis of
capitalism, and a vicious onslaught by the rul-
ing classes, posing enormous challenges to the
workers and people in Australia and all over
the world.

We are confident that your Congress will
contribute to strengthening your fraternal party
as well as developing effective opposition to
the attack on the social gains achieved by the
labour movement and people of Australia. The
united action of progressive forces in Australia
and internationally will contribute to the fight
against neo-liberalism and imperialist schemes
and wars, as well as promoting socialist ideas
and goals. This is closely interconnected with
strengthening international solidarity against the
warmongering policies of imperialism, and the
need to provide genuine support for ongoing
struggles all over the world for peace, freedom,
democracy and social progress.

Dear Comrades,

No country in the Middle East has been
immune to the impact of the storms of change
that have swept the region since early 2011,
although each country has had its own par-
ticulars and details. This broad movement
for change has demonstrated once again that
the big, radical and fundamental events and
transformations are made by peoples with their
own free will, when they become aware of their
interests. People were, and shall remain, the
makers of history.

There is no doubt also that the popular mass
action and uprisings were not in isolation from
the crises caused by the policies of economic
“openness” and neo-liberalism, and the running
of the economy according to the recipes of the
International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank, which have produced the phenomena of
polarisation of wealth, the marginalisation of
millions of people, the spread of unemployment
and deteriorating living conditions.

The mass popular uprisings and movements
in the region have undoubtedly achieved suc-
cesses and have overthrown regimes that had
seemed well entrenched. It is now certain that
the situation will not return to what it was before
January 2011. But there is still a long path ahead
for the popular masses that have risen up.

It is a difficult path, full of struggles between
those who want to usurp, parasitically, the fruits
of the people’s struggle, and those who want to
lead the mass popular movement to its victori-
ous end, and achieve the alternative desired by
the people: democratic civil regimes in which
the people enjoy social justice. This is clearly
borne out by the recent uprising of the Egyptian
people against the rule of the reactionary Muslim
Brotherhood.

As pointed out in discussions and joint posi-
tions adopted by fraternal parties in the Middle
East during the past two years, utmost vigilance
is required towards the schemes of imperialist,
Zionist and reactionary quarters which aim to
sabotage the revolutionary upsurge of Arab
peoples. It is of utmost importance to reject and
resist all the efforts by US imperialism and its
allies, through NATO or other means, to ignite
wars and military interventions in order to
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Iragi Communist Party members waving the Communist and Iraqi flag in Baghdad’s Firdos Square on Labor Day.

achieve their objectives to dominate the region
and subjugate its peoples.

It is therefore essential to activate the
role of the Left in the social movement, and
to develop a critical political vision towards
the existing regimes in the area. The principal
objective of the program for change adopted
by the Left should be the establishment of a
national democratic regime with a socialist
orientation that would constitute an alternative
to subservient and dependent regimes. In this
context, the Left should strive to mobilise the
workers, peasants and progressive intellectuals
and other social strata in a mass movement to
achieve real democratic change.

The main tasks of this movement include
struggle for the closely interconnected aspects
of democracy: political democracy and social
democracy. Achieving democracy and building a
state of law, and institutions based on the princi-
ples of citizenship, is the guarantee for averting
sectarian divisions. In this respect, defending
human rights, especially women’s rights, and
fundamental democratic and trade union rights,
is of great importance for the Left, as they are
part and parcel of the big national issues.

Dear Comrades,

The ending of the American military pres-
ence in our country, at the end of 2011, was a
victory for the will of the Iraqi people. It was an
important step along the path of regaining full
independence and national sovereignty. It came
about as a result of a unified popular stance and
national consensus. Our Communist Party had
rejected all attempts to maintain foreign military
presence on Iraqi territory, under any pretext or
title. We also believe that one of the prerequisites
for full sovereignty is to end Iraq’s subjugation
to Chapter 7 of the UN Charter, and to stand
firmly against the covetous designs of some of
the neighbouring countries that are exploiting
Iraq’s difficult situation and chaos.

Iraq has been engulfed in a deep political
crisis that has continued since the parliamentary
elections in March 2010. Its roots lie in the

sectarian-ethnic power-sharing system that has
existed since 2003. The crisis has opened up
the door for increased interference by external
forces, especially the US and regional forces.
It has also exposed the agenda of the ruling
political forces and their fighting to maintain
positions in political power and privileges, while
the people’s suffering and anger intensify as a
result of the rampant unemployment, corruption,
poor public services, health and education, in
addition to the deteriorating security situation.

Our party has supported the mass popular
protest movements that called for radical reform
and were characterised by active participation
of youth. These movements exposed the anti-
democratic policies of the rulers and the bank-
ruptcy of sectarian-ethnic power-sharing system.
They also demanded firm measures against the
scourge of corruption. Our party strongly con-
demned government interference in the affairs
of workers’ unions, professional associations
and civil society organisations. Thousands of
workers participated in free trade union elec-
tions in September and October 2012, despite
the provocations and threats by influential ruling
groups that attempted to falsify the will of work-
ers and impose their hegemony over the unions.
These elections were culminated by holding a
national conference of the General Federation
of Iraqi Workers on November 6, 2012.

More recently, our country has witnessed
a new episode of the political crisis, posing a
grave danger that threatens civil peace and Iraq’s
national fabric. Our Party has called upon the
government to respond, in a speedy and serious
manner, to the just and legitimate demands of the
people, and warned against resorting to violence
against peaceful demonstrations. The Party has
also warned in recent days against the danger
of the country sliding once again into sectarian
strife, and has called for urgent action by the
democratic forces and for popular initiatives to
safeguard Iraq’s national unity.

Dear Comrades,

Our party, which represents the main force

of the Left in Iraq, has exerted relentless efforts
to achieve unity in action of the democratic
forces. It has played a leading role in setting up
the Democratic Current, which was launched
in Baghdad in October 2011. The party is striv-
ing to transform it into an effective principal
force in the ongoing intensified struggle over
the future of Iraq. This vision requires greater
efforts to involve the trade union movement
and democratic organisations, especially those
of women, youth, students and other civil
society organisations, in mass struggles to
defend human and democratic rights of work-
ers and people.

The party, along with the Democratic
Current, was actively involved in recent months
in setting up broad democratic civil electoral
coalitions in Baghdad and other provinces
which contested the provincial elections that
took place on April 20, 2013. These coalitions
have won 10 seats in 8 provinces. This modest
but politically significant success provides a
good basis for developing a broad democratic
civil coalition to contest the forthcoming par-
liamentary elections in 2014.

We believe that overcoming the crisis of the
sectarian-ethnic power-sharing system in Iraq
can only be achieved by changing the political
balance of forces in society, in favour of the sup-
porters of a national democratic plan that calls
for establishing a democratic civil state on the
basis of the principle of citizenship, freedoms
and social justice.

Dear Comrades,

We look forward to strengthening and devel-
oping the warm internationalist ties between our
party and the Communist Party of Australia, in
the joint struggle for freedom, democracy, social
progress, and socialism.

With our best wishes for a successful 12th
National Congress of the Communist Party of
Australia

With warmest comradely greetings,

Central Committee
Iraqi Communist Party &
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Community campaigning

In last week’s Guardlian we published several contributions from delegates at the 12th
National Congress of the CPA who spoke about their activities and experiences as
political activists in the community. This week we publish two more contributions. The
first of these is community activist Dean Turner who is a member of the Melbourne

Branch:

In the northern suburbs of Melbourne where
1 live, the manufacturing industry which was
the lifeblood of the area for many years has
been decimated, leading to high levels of
unemployment. Along with this, the tendency
of various state and federal governments to
slash funding for education programs and
for subsidised TAFE places has led to certain
pockets of my Council ward becoming quite
marginalised.

Some years ago I volunteered at a local
agency that distributed food vouchers and wel-
fare assistance to people for essential utility bills;
the queues were always long and booked out
more than a week in advance, and the amount
that was available to be given was a paltry sum.
From memory it was a measly $25 per house-
hold every three months. It’s a lot worse now
that rental housing costs have gone through the
roof, and there is a lack of affordable housing
throughout the city for those that need it most.

This lack of government responsiveness led
to a rise in collective action by the local residents
of my community. The locals were sick and
tired of being subjected to ugly, inappropriate
developments packing people in like sardines,
without providing adequate space for parking,
congestion and rat-racing on local streets due
to drivers trying to avoid toll-roads, and other
negatives due to inaction by the elected repre-
sentatives simply because it’s a safe seat.

One recent example of such community
anger is when a known developer tried to erect
a multi-story apartment block with no on-site
parking next to a local park. The community that
lived near the park packed the council meeting
in protest; there were so many attending that the
council officers had to open a separate room
with a video feed of the proceedings for the
extra people, and even that filled up to capacity!
By the next local government election, all the
Labor Unity councillors were gone except for
one, and currently the Ombudsman is looking
into allegations of corruption within the previ-
ous term of the council.

The fight to save that area near the park
hasn’t ended yet either, recent updates had
the developer appealing to VCAT [Victorian
and Civil and Administrative Tribunal], with
VCAT allowing the development to go ahead
with reduced height allowances even though the
new council opposed it. More ongoing action to
fight this decision is planned soon. This travesty
shows how important it is for local councils to
be recognised in the Constitution in their own

right so that state government planning ministers
can’t influence VCAT to allow developments
to go ahead against the wishes of the people it
will directly adversely affect.

This example highlights what people can
do in their community when they know about
political processes, but what about those that
have a limited education and don’t know how
to “fight the power”? In my area, due to the
ongoing struggle by communists and other
social activists over the last 50 years, we have
two vital and well-respected community groups
that exist for that purpose; the Darebin Progress
Association (DPA) and the Reservoir Tenants
and Residents Association (RTRA), both of
which I am a member and one of which I'm
the recently re-elected chairperson.

The DPA serves the community as an
effective progressive lobby group, whereas the
RTRA is the local public housing and private
renters’ support organisation. Among some of
the campaigns that have been fought recently by
the DPA is one to re-instate the 561 bus route
which was removed by the state Minister for
Transport because the Department of Transport
wanted to streamline community bus services
and move them onto the main transport corri-
dors, allowing them to cut some services due to
overlap and inefficient use of resources — which
were working fine before they were moved!

This has adversely affected many older
people and people with mobility issues in the
community because they used to use the bus to
buy their groceries, attend doctors’ appointments
and local social services such as the Senior
Citizens Centre, the Leisure Centre and the
recently built Neighbourhood House.

This campaign to reinstate the 561 has
been going on for a few years now and it will
continue until after the current state govern-
ment is removed, if need be. The key point we
remind our members is that government exists
to serve the needs of the population, and our
taxes and rates are collected to pay for such
essential services; government is NOT meant to
be an entity that serves itself and its own needs.
When they forget that simple guiding principle,
we’re there to remind them of their obligations.

My last point will focus on the dire neces-
sity that having affordable housing available
to all those who need it is finally understood
by our Party leadership and the wider com-
munity in general; it is THE key determinant
in laying the foundations for a person to gain
the resources and abilities needed to improve
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Dean Turner.

their life, and strive for better. In this Congress’s
Political Resolution for example, sections are
written regarding the “major issues” — workers’
rights, environment, peace, etc. I personally
would question the choice to make these the
priority issues.

Homelessness
a priority issue

To explain further — a person needs a stable
place to live before he/she can concern them-
selves with looking for a job, and if they have
a job but lose their home, they won’t keep their
job for long if they don’t find somewhere else
to live quickly seeing as their pay and condi-
tions won’t matter to them much when they
lose their job!

The same reasoning applies to health and
education as well; the healthiest person will
suffer reduced health outcomes if they are home-
less, and they have no hope of starting to get

a better education or of maintaining whatever
course they may be doing at the time if they
find themselves homeless.

Also, it’s pretty hard to struggle to improve
an environmental outcome or lobby your govern-
ment to have a better foreign policy if your main
concern is where you’re going to be sleeping
that night. Housing is more important to an
individual finding themselves in dire straits than
any of these other issues, and our Party’s policy
documents ought to reflect our understanding
of this concept.

I’ve been homeless before, while I’ve been
a member of this Party, and my comrades can
attest to it that [ was useless as a Party member
until T got my living arrangements sorted out.
Only then was I able to start contributing to
the Party, look for work, further my education,
become involved in community groups, etc. To
conclude, thank you all for your time listening
to this contribution, and for allowing me to
address you all here today. &

e
Importance of secure employment

Daisy is a member of the Brisbane Branch of the CPA and works as a gardener in that city. She is also
an active and committed trade union member. She was one of a number of delegates who took up the
question of the environment. The following are extracts from her contribution:

I am attending the CPA Congress for the first time
and I’d like to state that I am finding it rich in
political debate. I was struck by the diverse range
of people attending and feel inspired by the work
that is being achieved in our branches.

I believe that one of the greatest issues facing the
workers, especially young workers, is insecure employ-
ment. [ see so many of our young, trying to set up their
lives, taking out premature loans, living out of the
bank’s pocket.

1 get paid as a gardener but [ work as an environmen-
talist. My free hours are dedicated to volunteer work in
community nurseries and revegetation sites. You meet
so many people dedicated to making a difference with
their bare hands.

There is an extremely passionate and growing com-
munity concerned for the environment around them and
taking action.

But with the superficial, under-resourced support

provided by our government it’s an uphill battle to
preserve species and natural areas, and even harder to
prevent unplanned, non-beneficial developments.

The environment is an issue that affects each and
every one of us. It’s where we live, the air we breathe, the
water we drink and food we eat. We need a sustainable
long-term approach to our developments and business. I
believe that communism is the platform for this approach.

The Party needs to stand for more jobs in the environ-
mental sector. We need more people planning sustainable
development and our approach to running business.

‘We need more people on the ground in our natural
areas and we need a more national, long-term approach
to our energy crisis.

The people in our Party see the destructive, unequal
nature of our current system and we are all committed
in our own way to righting some of the injustices in
this world. &
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They’re coming for
your savings

John Rubino

Another of history’s many lessons
is that governments under pres-
sure become thieves. And today’s
governments are under a lot of
pressure.

Before we look at the coming
wave of asset confiscations, let’s
stroll through some notable episodes
of the past, just to make the point that
government theft of private wealth is
actually pretty common.

 Ancient Rome had a rule called
“proscription” that allowed the gov-
ernment to execute and then confiscate
the assets of anyone found guilty of
“crimes against the state.” After the
death of Julius Caesar in 44 BC,
three men, Mark Anthony, Lepidus,
and Caesar’s adopted son Octavian,
formed a group they called the Second
Triumvirate and divided the Empire
between them. But two rivals, Brutus
and Cassius, formed an army with
which they planned to take the Empire
for themselves.

The Triumvirate needed money
to fund an army of its own, and
decided the best way to raise it was
by kicking the proscription process
into overdrive. They drew up a list
of several hundred wealthy Romans,
accused them of crimes, executed
them and took their property.

¢ In the mid-1530s, English king
Henry VIII was short of funds, so he
seized the country’s monasteries and
claimed their property and income for
the Crown. As historian GJ Meyer
tells it in The Tudors: The Complete
Story of England’s Most Notorious
Dynasty:

“By April fat trunks were being
hauled into London filled with gold
and silver plate, jewellery, and other
treasures accumulated by the monas-
teries over the centuries. With them
came money from the sale of church
bells, lead stripped from the roofs of
monastic buildings, and livestock, fur-
nishings, and equipment. Some of the
confiscated land was sold — enough
to bring in £30,000 — and what was
not sold generated tens of thousands
of pounds in annual rents.

“The longer the confiscations
continued, the smaller the possibil-
ity of their ever being reversed or
even stopped from going further. The
money was spent almost as quickly
as it flooded in — so quickly that any
attempt to restore the monasteries to
what they had been before the sup-
pression would have meant financial
ruin for the Crown. Nor would those
involved in the work of the suppres-
sion ... ever be willing to part with
what they were skimming off for
themselves.”

* Soon after the French
Revolution in 1789, the new gov-
ernment confiscated lands and other
property of the Catholic Church and
used the proceeds to back a new form
of paper currency called assignats.
The resulting money printing binge
quickly spun out of control, result-
ing in hyperinflation and the rise of
Napoleon.

e During the US Civil War,
Congress passed laws confiscating
property used for “insurrectionary
purposes” and of citizens generally
engaged in rebellion.

* In 1933, in the depths of the
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Great Depression, president Franklin
Roosevelt banned the private owner-
ship of gold and ordered US citizens
to turn in their gold. Those who did
were paid in paper dollars at the then
current rate of $20.67 per ounce.
Once the confiscation was complete,
the dollar was devalued to $35 per
ounce of gold, effectively stealing 70
percent of the wealth of those who
surrendered their gold.

* In 1942, after entering World
War II, the US moved all Japanese
citizens within its borders to con-
centration camps and sold off their
property. The detainees were released
in 1945, given $25 and a train ticket
home — without being reimbursed for
their losses.

Since the 2008 financial crisis,
various kinds of capital controls and
asset confiscations have become com-
mon. A few examples:

 Iceland required that firms
seeking to invest abroad get permis-
sion from the central bank and that
individual Icelanders get government
authorisation to buy foreign currency
or travel overseas.

» Greece pulled funds directly
from bank and brokerage accounts of
suspected tax evaders, without prior
notice or judicial due process.

* Argentina banned the purchase
of US dollars for personal savings
and required banks to make loans in
pesos at rates considerably below the
true inflation rate.

e The US Fed proposed that
money market funds be allowed to
limit withdrawals of customer cash
in times of market stress.

» Cyprus, a eurozone country,
responded to a series of bank fail-
ures by confiscating 47.5 percent
of domestic bank accounts over
€100,000.

* Poland in September responded
to a budgetary shortfall by confiscat-
ing the assets of the country’s private
pension funds without offering any
compensation.

* Spain was recently revealed
to have looted its largest public
pension fund, the Social Security
Reserve Fund, by ordering it to use
its cash to buy Spanish government
bonds. Currently 90 percent of the
€65 billion fund had been invested
in Spanish sovereign paper, leaving
the fund’s beneficiaries dependent on
future governments’ ability to manage
their finances.

Now for the big one, reported
by Automatic Earth on Saturday
October 12:

This is a story that should raise
an eyebrow or two on every single
face in Europe, and beyond. I saw
the first bits of it on a Belgian site
named Express.be, whose writers in
turn had stumbled upon an article in
French newspaper Le Figaro, whose
writer Jean-Pierre Robin had leafed
through a brand new IMF report (yes,
there are certain linguistic advan-
tages in being Dutch, Canadian AND
Québecois). In the report, the IMF
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talks about a proposal to tax eve-
rybody’s savings, in the Eurozone.
Looks like they just need to figure
out by how much.

The IMF, I'm following Mr
Robin here, addresses the issue of
the sustainability of the debt levels of
developed nations, Europe, US, Japan,
which today are on average 110%
of GDP, or 35% more than in 2007.
Such debt levels are unprecedented,
other than right after the world wars.
So, the Fund reasons, it’s time for
radical solutions.

The IMF refers to a few stud-
ies, like one from 1990 by Barry
Eichengreen on historical precedents,
one from April 2013 by Saxo Bank
chief economist Steen Jakobsen,
who saw a 10% general asset tax as
needed to repair government debt
levels, and one by German economist
Stefan Bach, who concluded that if all
Germans owning more than €250,000,
representing €2.95 trillion in wealth,
were “supertaxed” on their assets at
a 3.4% rate, the government could
collect €100 billion, or 4% of GDP.

French investor site monfinancier.com
talks about people close to the Elysée
government discussing how a 17
percent supertax on all French sav-
ings over €100,000 would clear all
government debt. The site is not
the only voice to mention that rais-
ing “normal” taxes on either indi-
viduals or corporations is no longer
viable, since it would risk plunging
various economies into recession or
depression.
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Here’s what the October 2013
IMF report, entitled “Fiscal Monitor:
Taxing Times”, literally says on the
topic:

“The sharp deterioration of the
public finances in many countries
has revived interest in a capital levy,
a one-off tax on private wealth, as
an exceptional measure to restore
debt sustainability. The appeal is that
such a tax, if it is implemented before
avoidance is possible, and there is a
belief that it will never be repeated,
does not distort behaviour (and may
be seen by some as fair).”

There have been illustrious sup-
porters, including Pigou, Ricardo,
Schumpeter, and, until he changed
his mind, Keynes. The conditions for
success are strong, but also need to
be weighed against the risks of the
alternatives, which include repudiat-
ing public debt or inflating it away
(these, in turn, are a particular form
of wealth tax on bondholders that also
falls on non-residents).

It should probably be obvious
that there is one key sentence here,
one which explains why the IMF
is seriously considering the capital
levy (supertax) option, even if it’s
presented as hypothetical:

“The appeal is that such a tax, if
it is implemented before avoidance
is possible, and there is a belief that
it will never be repeated, does not
distort behaviour (and may be seen
by some as fair).”

It all hangs on the IMF’s notion
— or hope — that it can be imple-
mented by stealth, before people
have the chance to put their money
somewhere else (and let’s assume
they’re not thinking of digging in
backyards, and leave tax havens
alone for now). Also, that after the
initial blow, people will accept the
tax because they are confident it’s a
one-time only thing. And finally, that
a sense of justice will prevail among
a population, a substantial part of
whom will have little, if anything,
left to tax.

Information Clearing House &
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Emile Schepers

On September 25, the
Constitutional Court of the
Dominican Republic decreed that
between 200,000 and 300,000
persons born in the Dominican
Republic of Haitian parentage must
be stripped of their Dominican
citizenship and the rights that go
with it. Such people are to be con-
sidered “persons in transit” even
if they were born in the country
and have lived there all their lives.
The court ordered the Dominican
government to review the birth and
citizenship records of all persons
going back to 1929, and cancelling
the citizenship of those whose
parents had been undocumented
immigrants from Haiti. President
Danilo Medina promised to abide
by the court ruling.

Haiti and the Dominican Republic
share the island of Hispaniola, but
have a history of friction going
back to the early 19th century. Most
Dominicans speak Spanish while
most Haitians speak Kreyol, which
has French roots. As Haiti is poorer
than the Dominican Republic, many
Dominican landowners and busi-
nesspeople have brought in Haitian

workers to do sweated labour at rock
bottom wages, especially in the sugar
cane fields, and as a result, a popula-
tion of Haitian descent has built up
over the years. Racist attitudes have
played a part in negative attitudes
toward Haitian immigrants, even
though most Dominicans have African
ancestry also.

In 1937, the Dominican dicta-
tor of the day, Rafael Leonidas
Trujillo, ordered the massacre of at
least 20,000 Haitian migrants and
Dominicans of Haitian descent.

Trujillo was overthrown and killed
in 1961, and in 1962 Dominicans
elected a left-wing president, Juan
Bosch, who called for a positive
attitude toward Haiti and the Haitian
people.

But Bosch was quickly over-
thrown by the military, who ruled the
country briefly. In 1965, a popular
revolt tried to restore Bosch and
democracy, but US President Lyndon
Johnson sent in troops to suppress
the rebellion and keep the right wing
in power.

A Trujillo associate (he had been
a puppet president under Trujillo) and
fellow anti-Haitian bigot, Joaquin
Balaguer, became president in 1966.
Balaguer fully justified the 1937

Water radiation

doubles

overnight

Blake Deppe

In the wake of a typhoon that
lashed Tokyo, Japan’s already-
devastated Fukushima plant has
increased its radioactive output
twofold over the course of one
night. Levels are now 14,000 times
what is considered safe, as irradi-
ated water continues to seep out of
the facility and into the sea.

The Tokyo Electric Power
Company (TEPCO), which had
come under fire for allegedly mis-
leading the public about the amount
of radiation leaking, has finally
admitted that toxicity is at an all-
time high since August, when irra-
diated water leaked from a storage
tank in the facility. Water samples
taken at one location near the site
on October 23 were measured at
140,000 becquerels per litre — twice
the amount that was measured the
previous day at the same location.
Such a level is dangerous enough to
cause cancers including leukaemia.

The radiation increase is partly
related to heavy rains caused by
Typhoon Wipha, which caused 12
water storage tanks to overflow.
Even now that the storm has ended,
continuous rain has been pushing
irradiated dirt and water into previ-
ously clean areas, which has caused
not only an increase in radiation,
but has helped it spread over a
greater distance.

Environmentalist Azby Brown,
who is a volunteer with the Safecast
independent radiation monitoring
organisation, said, “In terms of the
ocean, this is definitely an envi-
ronmental catastrophe, and it’s still
ongoing. Damage has been done in
particular to the ocean floor near
Fukushima, and it will take a long
time to heal. Our only real option
is to wait for nature to take its
course.” In the meantime, he added,
“we have to redouble our efforts to
fully understand the health conse-
quences” of the radiation problem,
“because that will help us prepare
for the [continuing fallout] from
Fukushima.”

It’s also quite telling that as of
October 21, the Japanese govern-
ment has extended the Fukushima
cleanup deadline to 2017; that’s a
drastic change from the initial end-
date. Originally, the radiation was
expected to be completed by March
2014. But the government’s envi-
ronmental ministry has now admit-
ted the obvious: decontamination of
the site and the surrounding area is
going to be a lengthy, complicated
process.

Now, to make matters worse,
the city is expected to get hit with
another big storm in Wipha’s wake:
Typhoon Francisco is expected to
batter Japan with more rain. The
chaos continues.

People’s World &

massacre as necessary to prevent the
“Haitianization” of his country.

Meanwhile, Haiti was suffering
under a series of corrupt US supported
dictators. This created more pressure
for migration across the border to
the Dominican Republic. In 1991, a
radical Roman Catholic priest, Jean
Bertrand Aristide, was elected presi-
dent of Haiti with support from the
poorest sections of the population. He
was quickly overthrown. The Clinton
administration aided Aristide’s return,
but in exchange demanded major
trade concessions. Aristide was
elected again in 2001, but was soon
overthrown in another armed revolt
abetted by the Bush administration as
well as Canada and France.

In January of 2010, a huge
earthquake hit Haiti, flattening
much infrastructure and killing tens
of thousands of people. The world
made many promises of aid, but only
some of it ever arrived, and Haiti is
still in very bad shape. In subsequent
elections, Aristide’s Lavalas party
was not allowed to participate at the
insistence of the United States, even
though it is the biggest party in the
country. The upshot was the election
of rightist Mickey Martelly, the cur-
rent president. Keeping a campaign
promise, Martelly has promised to
restore the Haitian Army, which was
abolished by Aristide because all it
had ever done in the recent past was
carry out coups d’etat.

The circumstances following
the earthquake naturally led to more
undocumented immigration to the
Dominican Republic.

Now, because of the Constitutional
Court decision, thousands of people
who were born in the Dominican
Republic, and whose parents were
also, are “allowed to work™ but cannot
benefit from government programs
and services. Returning to Haiti is
not an option; there are no jobs there

.
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Racist attitudes have played
a part in negative attitudes
foward Haitian immigrants,
even though most Dominicans
have African ancestry also.

and many of the people affected,
having spent their entire lives in the
Dominican Republic, don’t speak
Kreyol, only Spanish. The court ruling
is very dubious because it affects peo-
ple born in the Dominican Republic
from 1929 onward but retroactively,
on the basis of a law passed in 2010.
But there is no appeal. President
Medina and other politicians have
made vague statements about “regu-
larising” the situation.

The Haitian government sharply
denounced the court ruling as
did CARICOM, the Caribbean
Community, an organisation to which
Haiti belongs but the Dominican
Republic is trying to join. The

Haitians withdrew their ambassador
from Santo Domingo, and pointed out
that Haitian workers in the Dominican
Republic had been contributing to
the Dominican economy for many
decades.

Other regional leaders spoke
up sharply. Ralph Goncalves, the
leftist Prime Minister of St Vincent
and the Grenadines, denounced the
Dominican move: “Surely, this ruling
by the court is unacceptable in any
civilised community. It is an affront
to all established international norms
and elemental humanity, and threatens
to make the Dominican Republic a
pariah regionally and globally.”
People’s World &

Profit-guzzling energy giant’s
huge leap in bill prices

Ryan Fletcher

BRITAIN: Millions face being
priced out of heating their homes
this winter after money-raking
British Gas announced a 10.4
percent electricity rise and 8.4 per
cent increase for gas.

The Centrica-owned energy
profiteer said average customer
dual-fuel bills will rise by £123
to £1,444 a year after the price
increases, which take effect on
November 23.

Energy executives had prom-
ised in May to use a profit windfall
of £356 million to keep prices
down. But the pledge proved to
be empty words with the company
blaming government energy initia-
tives, rising wholesale energy prices
and National Grid costs for the
increases.

British Gas Residential Energy
managing director Ian Peters said:
“We haven’t taken this decision

lightly, but what’s pushing up
energy prices at the moment are
costs that are not all directly under
our control.”

The group is the second of the
“big six” providers to increase tar-
iffs after SSE recently announced
an 8.2 percent rise from November
15.

Regional variations mean that
some Scottish customers will see
prices rise on average by as much
as 11.2 percent, while those in
London and Yorkshire will suffer an
increase of over 10.5 per cent.

The greedy group is also intro-
ducing a new fixed standard charge
of 26p a day for all of the 7.8 mil-
lion households it supplies.

Energy Secretary Ed Davey
said unhappy British Gas customers
should quit the firm and buy their
gas and electricity elsewhere.

He added: “The company will
need to justify this decision openly
and transparently.”

But Unison said the government
should take more responsibility for
a “crisis in the making.” General
secretary Dave Prentis said: “Many
will face the dilemma of putting on
the fire or putting food on the table.
The government needs to tackle
fuel poverty head-on or we will see
the number of deaths from cold ris-
ing over the winter.”

The news come after Labour
leader Ed Miliband announced
he would freeze energy prices
if Labour was elected. Shadow
energy secretary Caroline Flint
said: “Britain’s energy market isn’t
working for ordinary families and
businesses.

“Labour’s energy freeze will
save money for 27 million house-
holds and 2.4 million businesses
and our plans to reset the market
will deliver fairer prices in the
future.”

Morning Star &
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Mean and disgraceful

NSW fires are still raging. Media
updates bring sad news of property
losses, of never-ending firies’ battle
with this disaster. Volunteers are
there to help, provide support and
sustenance to the people who are
in shock.

Hundreds have already lost their
homes. It is only natural to expect that
the people in need will be assisted.
The new federal government is some-
what not quite prepared to do so. It
has tightened the eligibility require-
ments for bushfire victims to receive
recovery funds.

Assistance will be given to those
who had lost houses or had had them

significantly damaged. No assistance
will be given to those who had been
cut off from electricity supplies and
things like that. It is mean and dis-
graceful. Politicians were recently
exposed as far as rorting their allow-
ances go.

They did not see anything wrong
in claiming money for going to wed-
dings or community events. There will
be many campaigns to raise money for
bushfire victims and the public will
be generous as usual. I am not sure it
will be as generous towards politicians
if they had to raise money for their
extra expenses the same way.

T Southern
Brisbane

Anas Bargouthi
update

The Israeli authorities must drop
all charges against a Palestinian
human rights lawyer released
on bail last week, Amnesty
International said.

A military judge at Ofer Military
Court ordered the release of Anas

Letters / Culture & Life

Bargouthi on bail because confessions
from other detainees submitted as evi-
dence failed to prove he is a security
threat — particularly since the accu-
sations against him relate to alleged
activities from over a year ago.

Anas Barghouti, a lawyer with
the Addameer Association for
Prisoner Support and Human Rights,
was arrested by the Israeli army
on September 15 at a checkpoint
north of Bethlehem in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories.

Nine days later, he was charged
with “membership in the Palestinian
Front for the Liberation of Palestine”,
an organisation which Israel has
banned, and “leadership of a commit-
tee to organise demonstrations”. He
denies both charges. If convicted on
these charges, Anas Barghouti faces
up to 18 months in prison. Amnesty
International would again consider
him to be a prisoner of conscience,
imprisoned solely for his work on
behalf of prisoners and the peaceful
expression of his political views.

The Addameer Association for
Prisoner Support and Human Rights
provides legal support to Palestinians

held by the Palestinian Authority’s
security forces and campaigns for
the rights of Palestinians imprisoned
by Israel.

His arrest is part of a pattern of
harassment by the Israeli authorities
of Palestinian human rights organisa-
tions and activists in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, which includes
arbitrary detentions, restrictions on
movement, and raids of homes and
offices.

Steven Katsineris.
Vie

Transition from meat

Not only is there an absolute
link between climate change and
bushfires, there’s also a definite
connection between climate change
and meat and other animal-based
foods. If we want to reduce
greenhouse-gas emissions — and
stop the spread of bushfires and
other environmental catastrophes
— we must opt for vegan foods.
About 10 percent — or 55 million
tonnes — of Australia’s total CO,
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equivalent emissions are the result of
enteric fermentation - cows and sheep
belching and farting. The president
of the Worldwatch Institute has even
blamed the “world’s supersized appe-
tite for meat” for steadily increasing
greenhouse-gas emissions.

According to the United Nations,
meat and dairy products require more
resources and cause more greenhouse-
gas emissions than do vegan foods.
Researchers from Loma Linda
University in the United States have
found that vegans have the smallest
carbon footprint, generating 41 per-
cent fewer greenhouse gasses than
meat-eaters and 13 percent fewer than
vegetarians.

Eating meat isn’t just an animal
rights issue. For the health of the
planet, we can no longer be “just”
animal rights advocates or “just”
environmentalists. We all need to
transition to environmental vegans if
we are to beat bushfires and survive
the next century. Please vote with
your fork and knife to save animals
and the planet.

Desmond Bellamy
PETA Australia
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killer robots! |

Irrespective of intelligence, no machine
is capable of morality. So, if you thought
drones were bad, you are likely to take an
even dimmer view of their successors: “lethal
autonomous robotic weapons”. Unlike
remote-controlled drones, “Killer robots”
require no external “live” human input at
all, and can be pre-programmed to select
and destroy specific targets.

The new weaponry poses a grave threat to
human rights, according to the Campaign to
Stop Killer Robots, which argues that the arms
undermine international law by eliminating all
human culpability.

In the tradition of militarised drones,
developed by contractors behind closed doors
and unleashed, almost without warning, on
to the battlefield, lethal autonomous weapons
could be put into use in combat without further
public debate.

It’s a trend that concerns human rights
groups and military organisations in equal
measure. The latter consider it a slight on
military practice to suggest that wars should
not be fought by trained individuals, acting
under certain codes.

The “killer robot” technology is being
developed in the US, Britain, Russia, China
and Israel. Israel already has the “Harpy” — a
“fire and forget” weapon capable of detecting
and destroying radar emitters.

“If this is coupled with greater autonomy
of movement and operation,” explains Laura
Boillot of Article36, a not-for-profit working to
prevent unacceptable harm caused by weapons,
“we will start to see fully autonomous weapons
in combat.”

So when will governments discuss putting

r

controls on fully autonomous weapons?

The UN Human Rights Council hosted its
first debate on the ethics of these weapons last
May. Britain opposed a moratorium on develop-
ment of the arms — the only state out of 24 in
attendance to do so.

“A couple of states have recommended that
this issue be discussed at the next meeting of the
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons
(CCW) in November,” says Boillot. “Around
100 states are party to the treaty, which man-
aged to ban blinding lasers, comparable to killer
robots in that they were banned before coming
into use. But on the whole, it is not famous for
ambitious, standard-setting results.”

Even if fully autonomous weapons are
blocked by the CCW, the technology now exists.
In the long run, it will become increasingly
difficult to govern.

Main Street
takes on Wall Street

The City of Richmond in California is
buying up property to prevent its residents
being evicted by their banks. Mayor Gayle
McLaughlin talks to Samir Jeraj about the
program which has got Wall Street up in arms.

What prompted you to take action on
foreclosures in Richmond? Why is it impor-
tant to you?

Richmond is a majority minority city and
our working class neighbourhoods were targeted
by Wall Street for predatory loans. This means
we’ve been really hard hit by the housing crisis
and by foreclosures. It’s taking a toll on the
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entire city. In addition to the families losing
their housing, home values have plummeted,
neighbourhoods are dealing with blighted vacant
properties and property tax revenue is down,
affecting city services.

We heard about this program, which could
be enacted locally, that will help prevent fore-
closures and restore community wealth. We are
acquiring troubled loans, reducing the mortgage
principal, and getting the homeowners into
affordable, sustainable mortgages.

How will it help the people of Richmond?

The program hasn’t been implemented yet.
When it is, we believe we will be able to save
thousands of struggling homeowners hundreds
of dollars on their monthly mortgage payments.
Fewer foreclosures will occur. We will prevent
further destabilisation of neighbourhoods.

How is the City working with community
groups on this program?

Very closely. The community organisa-
tion Alliance of Californians for Community
Empowerment (ACCE) is a membership-based
community group in Richmond’s lower-income
communities of colour. These are the neigh-
bourhoods hardest hit by the housing crisis.
ACCE has been organising and engaging com-
munity residents in general and “underwater”
homeowners specifically, to push for this
program and help develop it. They have pulled
together a coalition of Richmond organisations
that are supporting this effort. I work closely
with all these groups and am committed to
them being at the table and involved every
step of the way.

Do you think this type of program will
become common in US cities?

There is tremendous frustration across the

country that so little has been done for “Main
Street” — so little has been done to help strug-
gling families save their homes. For over five
years we have been hoping that the federal
government would offer widespread relief, but
they haven’t. Once we show that there is finally
a local way to write down troubled mortgages
at scale and help thousands keep their homes,
many cities will want to follow suit.

How will it affect the City’s finances?

We do not expect it to affect the City’s
finances. One of the great things about this
program is that it doesn’t cost the City anything.
We have a private partner that provides the
funding to acquire the loans and the funding
to operate the program.

The New York Times reported that you
are facing opposition from the real estate and
banking lobbies. How have you managed to
deal with this level of well-funded and well-
organised corporate opposition?

The key has been that there is tremendous
public support. The community overwhelm-
ingly supports this effort and they’ve been
organising to demonstrate this support. There
were over 200 supporters at a City Council
meeting in September, when the opposition
was trying to kill the program. And those of us
in elected office who are pushing this are not
afraid of Wall Street and don’t feel beholden
to Wall Street. We are listening to the people
who elected us.

In addition to people power, we are work-
ing with lawyers, and local and national policy
experts. There are many people across the
country who are motivated to help us, because
they know this could set an important precedent.
New Internationalist &
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Sunday November 3 -
Saturday November 9

he Search For The Ocean’s

Super Predator (ABC1
Sunday November 3 at 7.30pm) is
the misleading title of an Australian-
made doco about a quest to find the
answer to a decade-long riddle. Ten
years ago a three metre-long great
white shark was tagged off the south-
ern coast of WA. When the tag was
washed up on a beach some time later
it showed the shark had met a violent
fate deep in an undersea canyon.
But what would attack a three metre
great white?

The expedition mounted to solve
this riddle discovers a deep-sea source
of extruded oil on the sea floor that
promotes marine growth which in turn
brings fish and predators including
great whites and — the probable
culprit — killer whales. Not nearly as
dull as underwater exploration films
usually are.

Brain damage that wipes out a

person’s short-term memory
function is most commonly associated
with elderly people and a stroke. But
some young people also suffer from
this crippling condition. The Kids
With No Memory (ABC2 Sunday
November 3 at 8.30pm) introduces
us to three of the thousands of young
people in Britain affected in this way.
As 19-year-old Ricky says, “I don’t
know what it would be like to have
a memory.”

The film is interesting and
sympathetic at the same time,
especially when a large group of these
kids go on a memory camp together,
and 18-year-old Rosie discovers that
her body remembers the riding lessons
she had as a child even though her
brain tells her she was never on horse
in her life.

he feature-length observa-

tional documentary The
Sunnyboy (ABC1 Sunday November
3 at 9.25pm) by Kaye Harrison looks
at the career and ongoing mental ill-
ness of guitarist and singer/songwriter
Jeremy Oxley. In the early ‘80s he
fronted the successful pop-rock band
The Sunnyboys, but the pressure
proved too much and he spiralled
down into schizophrenia.

His career and his life collapsed
but remarkably the love of a former
fan has brought him out of 25 years
of chaos and voices in his head to
give him a new lease on life (as well
as a new family). And his brother’s
devoted concern also eventually bares
fruit in a successful reunion concert.

It is fascinating and revealing
to watch Jeremy, his wife Mary and
his brother Peter as they try in their
own ways to cope with Jeremy’s
schizophrenia (Jeremy basically
denies that he has it or indeed that
he ever had it — but he takes his
medication).

he fifth and final episode of

the documentary series The
Undatables (ABC2 Wednesdays at
8.30pm) does not so much conclude
the series as simply stop. One assumes
the producers will simply produce
more in due course.

This episode revisits a few of the
characters from earlier episodes to see
how they are getting along. Usually,
they have broken up. Nevertheless,
despite learning difficulties and other
handicaps, they are still looking for
love and hoping to meet Mr or Miss
Right.

On the other hand, some are doing
all right, such as 24-year-old Luke,
a stand-up comedian with Tourette’s
syndrome. Just to be able to do stand-
up with Tourette’s is a remarkable
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Great White Shark — The Search For The Ocean’s Super Predator (ABC1 Sunday November 3 at 7.30pm).

achievement, let alone convincing a
girl that you are a good catch.

With some of these lonely people
one simply feels that their quest to
find happiness in the married state
is doomed to failure before it starts,
but there are lots of factors to be
considered and chance plays a big
part. So who’s to say?

Marriage also plays a big part

in the lives of the subjects
of Young, Mormon And Single
(ABC2 Wednesday November 6
at 9.20pm). Essentially, it is a study
of a 1,000-strong bunch of young
Mormons doing a “schoolies” at Duck
Beach, North Carolina over a week-
end. This annual event is to allow the
young people to find mates, and that’s
what they want to do: find someone
to marry so they can settle down and
start raising a family.

According to Mormon belief,
when you marry it is not just for life,
it’s for eternity, so there is a lot riding
on the search for a partner. This is an
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uncritical depiction of a whiter-than-
white community that is comfortable
with its smug middle-class values and
its total faith in a God who even takes
the time to find them a parking spot
when they need one.

For me, their clean-cut looks and
lack of critical questioning eerily
reminded me of nothing so much
as the Hitler Youth. These people
would burn books if their church
told them to.

ock The Week is an English

TV panel show in which
several comics get to make fun of
the news events of the day or just to
ad lib funny gags. Trawling through
the show’s archives has allowed the
producers to come up with a series
of “Best of ...” episodes, but under
the rubric of Mock The Week Looks
Back At ... (ABC2 Thursdays from
November 7 at 10.10pm).

Being a “best of” selection, we
are spared the ones that didn’t work
or only raised a grin. Despite the

occasional blank moment when the
gag is too uniquely British, the comics
on the show are clever and witty and
the programs are generally worth
tuning in to.

he people who made

Pineapple Dance Studio
thought an OTT gay dance instruc-
tor was simply too hilarious. Their
follow-up documentary series A
Different Breed (ABC2 Fridays at
8.30pm) is about dog breeders, dog
lovers, dog groomers and dog trainers.
All of whom, the producers apparently
believe, are to some degree or another
mad. And hence, hilarious.

And of course, since half the
population have dogs, you can
find plenty of daft folk in all those
categories in Britain. Hidden in this
week’s episode is some interesting
evidence of very high-quality dog
training (the trainer with the mob
of dogs encountering the swans,
for example) but the makers are not
interested. Pity. @
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A new lreland?
Let the people decide

Gerry Adams

Next month will mark the centenary of the
establishment of the Irish Citizen Army in
Dublin.

It was born out of the 1913 lockout and
the violence inflicted on workers striking for
better conditions and wages. It was founded
by James Connolly and Jim Larkin to defend
workers. Three years later it marched to the
Dublin General Post Office to participate in
the 1916 rising.

In 1914 Connolly identified, with a clarity
absent among some of those who today would
claim to aspire to his politics, that partition
should be opposed.

As the 21st-century debate on the future
shape of the island of Ireland gathers momentum
it is worth reflecting on Connolly’s prescient
words.

In the Irish Worker on April 4, 1914 and in
Ireland and Ulster: “An Appeal to the Working
Class” Connolly wrote: “In this great crisis
of the history of Ireland, I desire to appeal to
the working class — the only class whose true
interests are always on the side of progress — to
take action to prevent the betrayal of their inter-
ests contemplated by those who have planned
the exclusion of part of Ulster from the Home
Rule Bill.”

One week later he wrote: “The effect of
such exclusion upon labour in Ireland will be
at least equally, and probably more, disastrous.

“All hopes of uniting the workers, irrespec-
tive of religion or old political battle cries, will
be shattered.”

The history of the last 100 years is evidence
of the truth of Connolly’s analysis.

It bears witness to the disastrous impact
of Britain’s involvement in Irish affairs which
has been marked by conflict and colonialism,
plantation and division, and partition.

British policy in Ireland has been bad for all
the people of this island and bad for Britain and
her people. It is that legacy that this generation
of Irish republicans is determined to resolve.

Significant progress has been made since
the Good Friday Agreement was achieved 15
years ago. We have transformed society in the
north. But that transformation has come at a
heavy price on all sides.

www.stptafe_cuts.com.:.-:tufdoynurblocl-;_

Over 3,000 people lost their lives in the
course of the conflict. Many more suffered injury
and loss. Every single violent act was evidence
of a failure of politics and a failure of British
policy in Ireland.

Sinn Fein is up for the challenge of build-
ing a new, democratic and inclusive society
based on equality. We believe that can best be
achieved in a new Ireland which embraces all
the people of the island.

Earlier this year Sinn Fein called for a date
to be set for a border poll, which is allowed for
under the Good Friday Agreement.

We believe that such a poll will provide a
unique opportunity for a historic debate on the
failures of partition and on the future shape of
this island.

The adverse impact of partition means that
the economic potential of the island of Ireland
has been severely stunted.

The additional and unnecessary costs of
running two competing economies and states
on an island this size, the inefficiencies in the
duplication of essential public services such as
health and education, energy and agriculture,
and a relatively small population have added
significantly to the financial, political and social
consequences faced by citizens.

Partition created two conservative states
on the island.

In the north this led to institutionalised and
structured discrimination and sectarianism and
to decades of division and conflict. However,
despite the efforts of tiny minorities to cling
to the past, the peace process has dramatically
changed the situation and allowed an entire gen-
eration to live in relatively peaceful conditions.

One consequence of this is that the political
geography of the north has begun to change.
The northern state was gerrymandered to allow
for a permanent unionist two-thirds majority.

Three of the nine Ulster counties were jet-
tisoned to guarantee this. But the census figures
of last year reveal a shift that gives hope that
political dialogue, stability and persuasion can
achieve even more deep-rooted change.

For too long there has been a presumption
that Protestants are unionists and Catholics are
nationalists or republicans.

It was never that simple. Now, for the first
time, statisticians were able to ask a question
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about identity. The results were very interest-
ing. Less than half the population — 40 percent
of citizens — stated that they had a British only
identity.

A quarter, 25 percent, stated that they had
an Irish only identity and just over a fifth, 21
percent, had a Northern Irish only identity.

That’s 46 percent of citizens consciously
opting for some form of Irish-only identity.

Statisticians and politicians will argue over
the significance of this. But what is certain is
that the north is in transition. It is no longer an
orange state. Politics across this island is in flux.
A new Ireland can be what we make it.

The border poll is a key element of this.

It provides an opportunity to focus on the
future — to build a modern, dynamic new Ireland
in which there is genuine reconciliation, and out
of which a more equitable society can emerge.

Crucially it is about letting citizens, not gov-
ernments or political parties or interest groups,

determine the future. Of course this is a huge
challenge. Change is not easy. But change is
necessary. And those of us who want to shape
that change, so that equality and a rights-based
society can prosper, have a duty to proactively
listen to the concerns of unionists.

They are fully entitled to be part of this
process and the new Ireland which emerges has
to be one which reflects their rights alongside
the rights of other citizens.

That in many ways will be the test of our
endeavours.

Gerry Adams is president of Sinn Fein

and was a keynote speaker at Towards a
New Ireland — a New Phase of the Peace
Process conference, hosted by Sinn Fein at
the London Irish Centre.

Visit www.londonirishunity.com

for more details.
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The campaign to Stop TAFE Cuts is becoming more important as cuts
to TAFE colleges around the country are really hurting students and

communities.

We are asking all our supporters to “do your block” for TAFE during
the week of 11-17 November 2013. To “do your block” take a bundle

of letters or leaflets and letterbox your neighbourhood. This is a great

campaign.

are too.
Kind regards,

The StopTAFECuts Team

way of letting people in your local community know what is happening
to their local TAFE college and encouraging them to get involved in the

Letters, leaflets and posters can be downloaded from the website for
you to print yourself; or contact us and we will post some out to you.

Everything you need to get involved is available at
www.stoptafecuts.com.au/doyourblock

We're ready to spread the word in our communities - and hope you
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