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Abbott’s “Big Society”

Democracy vnder attack

Anna Pha

The Abbott government is about to embark
on a massive transformation of the role of
the government that would take the provi-
sion of social security and public services
back to the Dickensian era. It is much more
than a plan for “small government”, priva-
tisation and the replacement of the “welfare
state” by self-provision and charity. The aim
is to hand over many of the government’s
responsibilities to the churches and other
charity and philanthropic organisations
as well to the corporate sector, or for
people to provide for themselves through
self-insurance.

Government funding will be slashed,
thousands of highly experienced and qualified
public sector employees sacked, and the “not-
for-profit” sector given extensive powers to
control what services are provided, how and
to whom. It is the government’s expectations
that there will be a greater reliance on voluntary
labour for service provision and on donations
from the community and philanthropists (the
Clive Palmers) for funding.

It is being done in the name of empowering
“the institutions of civil society” — by “civil soci-
ety” Social Services Minister Kevin Andrews
means not-for-profit institutions. “We will get
out of your way in terms of regulation, so that
all of those vital services in terms of housing,
in terms of family services, in terms of all the
myriad of things which you do, you can do bet-
ter and we will support you to do it,” Andrews
told a Forum of not-for-profit organisations at
the National Press Club on August 23.

Andrews has given his department instruc-
tions to begin work immediately on new funding
arrangements with the aim that they commence
mid-2014.

This is the same Kevin Andrews who
brought in WorkChoices and oversaw the
destruction of working conditions and trade
union rights as the Minister of Workplace
Relations in the Howard government. Now he’s
out to destroy public services and the social
security system.

Big Society involves shifting responsibility
from the state to the private sector. In particular:
* contracting out services provided by

government to civil society (read church,
philanthropic and corporate sectors)
+ handing over total control of service
provision to the private providers
* “less onerous reporting requirements” —
meaning little or no accountability of how
government funding is spent
public schools to become “independent”
by 2017 — with principals and boards
(including business reps) given same
powers as private schools to hire and fire
staff, determine pay and conditions, etc

slashing corporate taxes and higher
marginal rates for individuals.

slashing spending and balancing budgets
greater reliance on charities and public
donations for funding that was previously
provided by government and raised through
the central tax system.

Kevin Andrews had foreshadowed some
changes, in a speech given at the Not-for-profit
Sector Forum, held at the National Press Club
on August 23. Andrews had spoken in gener-
alities about removing red tape and layers of
bureaucracy, while adamantly denying it was
modelled on the British government’s disastrous
Big Society.

He forgot to mention that the architect of the
British conservative government’s Big Society,
Philip Blond, had paid two trips to Australia,
giving policy advice to Tony Abbott, Malcolm
Turnbull and the head of Treasury.

Andrews told the Forum that “the institu-
tions of civil society are important because
they are neither created nor controlled by the
state. Public funding requires accountability
and services require training and skills, and a
professional approach, but it is important that
the independence and the volunteering ethos
of the sector is protected and encouraged. The
Coalition will guard against unnecessary state
control of civil society.”

So “civil society” will take over govern-
ment functions including community services,
provision of social security benefits and public
education, with less accountability and inde-
pendent of the wishes of elected governments.

“Philanthropic endeavours strengthen and
empower communities, harness the inherent
virtue of Australians and encourage a greater
sense of purpose and belonging across com-
munities and income groups. Our volunteer
services, welfare, environmental, sporting and
community groups are all living testimony to the
Coalition’s belief in empowered communities,”
Andrews told the not-for-profit organisations
at the Forum.

“We believe that a community that freely
gives of its time and financial resources is a
community with a stronger social fabric and
more social capital.”

Redefining community

Big Society is the logical next step in the
neo-liberal agenda. Its name pits it against
the concept of Big Government, part of the
ideological warfare that has been waged by
the capitalist media. We are constantly being
told that governments should butt out, that the
private sector can do better.

But in reality Big Society means a takeover
by the big church charities, big philanthropic
outfits and by big business — the community
that Andrews refers to. The British experience
confirms this. It means big spending cuts, big

Social Services Minister Kevin Andrews.

queues for hospitals, and big gaps in service
provision.

A report by James Whelan and Christopher
Stone reviewing the British Big Society experi-
ence and what it means for Australia (cpd.org.au)
exposes the real agenda and outcomes. The
outcomes in the first two years included:

» A reduction of 60,000 in the number of
public servants — a 12 percent reduction

* Massive cuts to public sector spending
— social housing by 52 percent; religious
and community services by 35 percent;
community development 26 percent, central
and other health services 26 percent, family
and children social services by 15 percent

* Funding to charities cut by millions

+ The number of registered, officially
homeless rose by 14 percent

» Mental health services were cut as mental
health problems rose

¢ Increase in income inequality

» The number of children who were classified
as “looked after”* by local authorities due
to parents having insufficient income to
care for them increased by 50 percent

* The National Health Service (NHS) is
being dismantled

* Local councils (with similar functions to
states in Australia) embarked on wholesale

privatisation and outsourcing programs,

the outsourcing often costing more than it

saved

Outsourcing resulted in reporting of

false performance outcomes and safety

compromised by understaffing; reduction

in services, deterioration in quality,

reduced access and higher charges or the

introduction of user pays for previously

free services

* The smaller non-profit organisations missed
out.

As for the claims that it is about listen-
ing to people, to society, that proved to be
another myth. The dismantling of the NHS
is a prime example. There was widespread
opposition from patient groups, health workers,
the professional colleges, the British Medical
Association and a petition with more than
173,000 signatures, but that did not stop the
government going ahead.

In the UK, control is being handed over to
private companies and church charities. These
outfits, not government, not society, “will be
setting care targets and deciding how care is
delivered, thereby creating a situation where
the needs of sharcholders may come before
those of patients.

Continued on page 2
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Blazing stupidity

“BLAZING STUPIDITY”, that was The Sunday Telegraph’s
front-page headline, in its “Red October bushfire special edi-
tion”(20-10-2013). “Did Defence exercise start catastrophic bushfire?”
The Defence Department and NSW Rural Fire Service are investigat-
ing whether the firing of explosives in exercises on its training grounds
near Lithgow sparked one of the devastating bushfires. The fire is
reported as having started on Defence Department land. Having taken
a brief swipe at the stupidity of the military, the 7elegraph moves on
with the rest of its sensationalising “coverage”, including almost a
page devoted to blaming Greens policies for “igniting flames”.

It is climate change denier, Miranda Devine, at her worst. She
makes no mention of the military firing explosives on a total fire ban
day. Her target is the Greens. “Nothing could be more despicably
opportunistic than Melbourne Greens MP Adam Bandt’s tweet on
Thursday, using the latest fire emergency in the NSW Blue Mountains
to score a political point over the Coalition’s climate-change policy,”
Devine claims. The tweet did nothing more than point out that the
Coalition government’s climate change strategy could lead to more
devastating bushfires.

What Bandt says is scientifically established fact, which should be
heeded by government and requires urgent action. It is Devine who
despicably and opportunistically uses Bandt’s genuine and legitimate
concerns to deny the impact of human activity on climate change and
the extreme conditions that have been fuelling the NSW bushfires.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) recent
report, Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis, leaves no
doubts as to the impact that human activity is having on the climate
and the rapidity of that change. The IPCC warns of more extreme
weather events. (See Guardian, “Climate change red alert”, #1614,
16-10-2013)

Devine is in total denial. “We cannot control the weather. The
only thing we have control over is how much fuel is available to those
fires. And here is where greenies are culpable. It is their continuing
opposition to properly managing the fuel loads in our bush that has
turned bushfires in recent times into unstoppable infernos.”

Of course we cannot control the weather, but no one has said we
can. As for her claims about the Greens, Devine shows no interest
in listening to, let alone reporting on, what the world’s scientists are
saying or discussing what the Greens really say. The NSW Greens have
a comprehensive and scientifically based Bush Fire Risk Management
Policy. This policy includes planning of hazard reduction; planning
of housing sites to avoid development in risk prone areas; commu-
nity education and awareness; research; and proper funding of all
fire fighting authorities. The Greens state: “While recognising that
controlled burning is only one form of bush fire risk reduction, The
Greens have not been responsible for restricting its use.” (The full
policy is at nsw.greens.org.au/policies/bushfires)

The Defence Department certainly carried out an act of “blazing
stupidity” which, if responsible for the Lithgow bushfire, requires
criminal charges against those responsible. But The Sunday Telegraph
is just as culpable and irresponsible, and deserving of the same accusa-
tion, for fuelling the flames of climate change denial. Hidden behind
its promotion of climate change deniers lies its (and Murdoch’s)
support for the mining corporations and big corporate polluters. We
can and must act now and shoulder our responsibility as a nation by
doing out utmost to arrest climate change for the sake of survival
of human and other life on our planet. To do otherwise is “blazing
stupidity” and suicidal.

Devine could have better used her space raising the Greens’ policy
points for public discussion or directing some of her venom at NSW
Liberal Premier Barry O’Farrell and the stupidity of his government’s
$70 million in cuts to firefighting services. Fire Brigade Employees
Union members are fighting to keep their fire stations open. She
might have supported them in their efforts. Alongside the hundreds
of volunteer fire fighters and other members of the community, they
are putting their lives on the line, to save lives and property. They are
demonstrating the true character of humanity and deserve our utmost
support and gratitude for their selfless support for the community.
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Last week an article in the Sydney Morning Herald helped expose
the manipulative and parasitic nature of advertising and the system
it serves. It was in regard to alcohol promotion in cricket, as
Carlton & United Breweries are the shirt sponsor of the Australian
cricket team. One campaigner to get alcohol advertising out of
sport — and cut back its influence on kids — made the following
observation: “Cricket is pretty much the perfect sport for sponsors.
It goes on for hours at a time, so anyone watching, especially Kids,
is exposed not just a one-off ad here or there, but to hours on end
of alcohol promotion.” The Guardian too wants to influence people,
including the youth, by promoting positive, progressive ideas, but
we need your help with the Press Fund to do so. This week we offer
our thanks to the following:

Mark Mannion $5, GA Reed $40, Don Humphries $40,
“Round Figure” 15

This week’s total $100 Progressive total $6,220
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Compulsory voting for
WA council elections

CPA President Vinnie Molina
campaigned for the City of Vincent
South Ward in the October 19
council elections in Perth. His pro-
file as a committed trade unionist
and independent candidate went
to over 10,800 residents.

The state government’s forced
amalgamation policy aimed to attack
the third tier of governance in the
state by reducing the number of local
councils from 30 to 14 was one of the
issues that triggered Vinnie’s nomi-
nation to run. The Barnett Liberal
government’s lack of consultation
sparked several councils to mobilise
their residents in opposition to the
amalgamations.

Some councils however decided
to make submissions that modified
government proposed boundaries
but that played into the hands of
the government. Vinnie believes the
fight should be directed to opposing

the forced amalgamations outright
and instead demanding community
consultation.

The Vinnie For Vincent Campaign
attracted lots of attention in the local
community newspaper with several
articles emphasising his Communist
Party membership with headlines that
read things like “Plan to paint the city
red”. This prompted many residents
to make contact and ask questions
and a number said they had browsed
through the CPA website during the
campaign. Many commented that they
respected the honesty and passion they
saw in the campaign.

On Election Day the incumbent
Liberal candidate got returned with
over 1,300 votes followed by the
ALP candidate with 1,200. They both
shared 50% of the votes. The other
50% was shared amongst 6 other can-
didates with Vinnie Molina coming
7 out of 8 with 246 votes. A number

of progressive candidates ran in the
local elections with Socialist Alliance
Councillor Sam Wainright being re-
elected to the Fremantle council with
602 votes or 58% of the ballot.

The most disappointing aspect
in the electoral process was the lack
of residents’ participation with only
30 percent enacting their democratic
right. WA and Tasmania are the only
states that have not introduced
compulsory voting in council elec-
tions. In the media Vinnie triggered
discussion on compulsory voting
for council elections in WA. The
CPA advocates for a compulsory
proportional representation electoral
system. Along with that it is impor-
tant that citizens are well informed
and educated about their rights. The
Electoral Commission must invest
more resources in promoting the
electoral process. @

Abbott's “Big Society”
Democracy vnder attack

Continued from page 1

This could result in vital services
such as mental health, maternity, and
preventative medicine services being
dropped from NHS funding in non
profitable areas,” the Centre for Policy
Development (CPD) notes.

“Additionally, an economic regu-
lator, also run by unelected individuals
with limited accountability, will be
established to determine the economic
viability of service provision in local
areas. It will have the power to issue
and revoke provider licenses, and
it will also set the price providers
receive for service delivery.”

Already they are deciding on
closures and downgrading of depart-
ments and where emergency care has
been provided.

It will be no different in Australia.
Control and critical service provision
and pricing decisions will be handed
over to the corporate sector and large
corporate charities.

Nadine Flood, national secretary
of the Community and Public Sector
Union, points out that, “The only
winners have been multinationals such
as Serco and G4S, who have made a
killing. The value of British govern-
ment contracts has doubled in four
years, from £9.6 billion ($14 billion)
to £20.4 billion, and brokerage firm
Seymour Pierce predicts total public
sector outsourcing could reach £101
billion by 2014-15.”

The CPD notes the similarity in
rhetoric used by Abbott who speaks
about “securing our future depends

Sydney

more on strong citizens than on big
government”.

Neo-liberal
with new spin

The CPD report makes the valid
point that, “Abbott and other con-
servative politicians subscribed to
these philosophies prior to the launch
of Cameron’s Big Society platform.
Many ideas pursued under the ‘Big
Society’ banner in the UK, such as
shrinking government and outsourc-
ing to the private sector, are not new
and have long been part of Australian
political thinking,... What is new is
the use of widely supported ideas on
citizen empowerment, diversity and
community autonomy to justify policy
changes that are unrelated or inversely
related, such as transferring public
wealth to corporations, disempower-
ing non-government organisations and
weakening the public sector.”

Abbott’s rhetoric is very similar
to that of Blond’s. Liberal Party state
governments in Western Australia,
Queensland, Victoria and NSW have
already embarked on a number of
these programs. In WA the process
of “independent public schools” is
quite advanced.

The Abbott government has
already informed a number of com-
munity groups that their funding has
been or will be cut.

The government plans to abandon
its responsibilities towards society
and hand them over to “Big Society”.

Despite all the spin about “empow-
ering citizens”, Big Society means
Big Charities, Big Corporations, Big
Business. It does not refer to “Small
Society”, the millions of individual
citizens who depend on government
services and social welfare for their
wellbeing or the smaller community
organisations who are already provid-
ing much needed services.

The government plans to vacate
the field, leave it to Big Society and
millions of individual volunteers to
pick up the pieces and do the work
that paid, qualified community work-
ers are doing now.

The Big Society is a Big Con, by
Big Cons who do not represent the
interests of society. It must be halted
and reversed as quickly as possible.

The Community and Public
Sector Union is campaigning to Save
Our Services. It is a campaign that
needs to be taken up with urgency.
Time is running out fast for trade
unions, community organisations and
others to save our schools, hospitals,
social services, what remains of public
housing and government funding of
grass roots community organisations.
*When parents or guardians are
having difficulty looking after
their children the local authority
can assume responsibility for
their care and place them in
foster care or put them up for
adoption. These children are
referred to as “looked after”
children. &

OCTOBER REVOLUTION FUNCTION

You are invited to a function to celebrate
the Great October Revolution.

Delicious food, Great company

From 1pm, Sunday November 10
33 Levey Street Chippendale

$20 - $10 concession
Further info - Tom 02 9699 8844
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Coming fo a supermarket near y

Robin Taubenfeld

On May 24 Food Standards
Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
approved the irradiation of toma-
toes and capsicums. This is the
first time that irradiation has been
approved for foods that make up
a significant part of our diet — but
it won’t be the last.

Irradiation is the process of
exposing food or other materials to
ionising radiation. It is used for shelf-
life extension and for neutralising,
not removing, contaminants or pests.
Irradiation decreases the vitamin
and nutritional content of food and
disrupts its molecular structure, pro-
ducing free radicals and potentially
harmful chemicals such as benzene,
formaldehyde and cyclobutanones.

To date, FSANZ has approved the
irradiation of tomatoes, capsicums,
herbs, spices, herbal teas, mangoes,
mangosteens, pawpaws, carambolas,
breadfruits, custard apples, lychees,
longans, rambutans and persimmon.
Pet food, animal feed and therapeutic
goods may also be irradiated.

While acknowledging that irra-
diation may deplete vitamin and
nutritional content, FSANZ has so far
justified irradiation approvals on the
basis that the approved foods make
up a minimal part of the Australian
and New Zealander diet. Now they
are approving some of our most com-
monly eaten fruits.

Recent surveys have shown that
59 percent of Australians purchase
fresh tomatoes in their weekly shop-
ping and the average Australian con-
sumes an estimated 23 kilograms of
tomato-based products per year. The
irradiation of a further 16 commonly
eaten foods is in the pipeline with
irradiation being flagged for zucchinis,
honey dew melons, rockmelons,
nectarines, strawberries, cherries,
apricots, plums, peaches, table grapes,
and apples.

Proponents down play science
that exposes problems with irradia-
tion. However, claims that irradiated
food has a safe track record are mis-
leading as no long-term study of
human consumption of an irradiated
diet has been carried out.

Irradiation destroys and disrupts
vitamins, proteins, essential fatty acids

and other nutrients in food — some-
times significantly. It can destroy up
to 80% of vitamin A in eggs and 48%
of beta-carotene in orange juice. It has
been linked to health problems such
as nutritional deficiencies, immune
system disorders, and genetic damage.

Another health concern is the risk
of irradiation being used to mask poor
production practices. Irradiation can
kill most bacteria in food, but it does
not remove the faeces, urine, pus and
vomit that often contaminate meat or
the pests or other foreign matter that
may contaminate herbs, spices, or
fruit and vegetables.

In 2008, up to 100 Australian pet
cats suffered neurological disease
linked to eating irradiated cat food.
The Australian government has since
banned the irradiation of cat food.
FSANZ asserts the problems were
species specific and continues to
expand the list of foods permitted to
be irradiated for human consumption.
In late 2012, however, the US Food
and Drug Administration announced
that it would commence investigations
into the possibility that consump-
tion of irradiated food has led to the
unexplained deaths of 360 dogs and
one cat and illnesses in 2,200 dogs
since 2007.

Numerous scientific reports
have been produced questioning the
safety of irradiation. The Australian
cats affected by irradiation were not
experimental animals but family pets.
The real life example of the potential
impacts of an irradiated diet warrants
an immediate cessation of all food
irradiation — until it is proven safe.

Australian irradiated tomatoes
will most likely soon be sold in New
Zealand and the public is express-
ing their concern. A New Zealand
Herald poll in June 2013 found that
72 percent of respondents were “very
concerned” or a “little worried”.

Spin

With real concerns about the
technology in the community, irra-
diation proponents are working hard
to present a positive spin on irradia-
tion as an “alternative” to pesticide
use. The claim is disingenuous. As
a postharvest treatment, irradiation
will not substitute for the numerous
chemicals and pesticides potentially

used in “conventional” agriculture.
Irradiation will be used in conjunction
with them, raising further concerns
about the interaction of radiation
and those chemicals. Irradiation for
“phytosanitary control” is a prime
example of an industry-driven use of
bad technology instead of healthy and
environmentally sustainable produc-
tion practices.

In 1986, the Queensland govern-
ment produced research promoting
the post-harvest use of dimethoate
and fenthion for controlling fruit fly
on tomatoes. Thirty-five years on,
this research has proven faulty. The
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority (AVPMA)
are withdrawing the use of these
chemicals because they are harmful
to human health. The Queensland
government has now presented its
own, new, unpublished research to
secure approvals to irradiate tomatoes
in lieu of these chemicals.

There is no technological need
for irradiation to replace these chemi-
cals. Australia was the only country
permitting dimethoate to be used
for post-harvest pest control. This
alone tells us that all other markets
have found other options. Indeed,
the taskforce phasing out this chemi-
cal has provided growers numerous
chemical alternatives to dimethoate
and fenthion. Of course, non-chemical
alternatives such as organic produc-
tion exist.

Some of the alternatives currently
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in use include: cold storage; cold
treatment; heat/steam, vapour treat-
ment; hot water dips; atmospheric
control with oxygen, carbon dioxide
or nitrogen; physical disinfestation i.e.
cleaning, washing; hygienic and safe
production practices; pest exclusion
zones; early harvesting; and organic
production.

With numerous chemical-free
and irradiation-free options for the
production of food, the use of irra-
diation as a phytosanitary measure
is inexcusable. Both irradiation and
the pesticides currently being phased
out may provide financially cost-
effective production practices for
market access, yet in doing so they
put our health and long-term food
security at risk.

Labelling

Irradiated tomatoes, capsicums
and other produce may start to appear
in our shops without labels. The toma-
toes and capsicums will be irradiated
in Queensland. They may be sold in
Queensland but are likely to be sent
interstate and overseas. Shoppers in
southern states and New Zealand
must keep a particular eye out for
Queensland tomatoes.

Food Irradiation Watch advises
shoppers wishing to avoid irradiated
produce to look down at the produce
to see if there is a sticker and then
look up to see if there is a sign.
Current laws allow shops to use a sign
close to irradiated produce, rather than
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actual stickers or labels. There is no
mandatory wording for the irradiation
statement, leaving the messaging up
to marketing companies. Neither
the words radiation nor irradiation
is required.

Knowing that people do not want
to consume irradiated food, the indus-
try has long pushed for weak label-
ling laws, such as the ones we have
today. Inadequate labelling already
makes it difficult for consumers to
know if a product has been irradiated.
Now Australia is poised to get rid of
labelling all together; FSANZ will be
undertaking a review of mandatory
irradiation labelling in 2014.

In 2013-2014. Food Irradiation
Watch will be mounting a campaign
to ensure that our right to know is
protected: irradiated food must be
labelled.

We need your help! Refuse to eat
irradiated food! Let your supermarket,
greengrocer and your local politician
know that you want to eat irradiation
free and to do so you demand that
irradiated food be labelled.

The messages are clear: good
food does not need irradiating and
irradiated food does require labelling.
To find out more: website:
foodirradiationwatch.org
Robin Taubenfeld is a member
of Friends of the Earth, Brisbane
and Food Irradiation Watch.
Source: Chain Reaction August
2013
The Beacon &

Melbourne’s first

Cuban Arts & Culinary Festival

111 Spring Street Melbourne

If you love a good carnival but not necessarily
the Spring Racing kind then head to Melbourne’s Windsor Hotel
during the first week of November.

The hotel is hosting Melbourne’s first Cuban Arts & Culinary
Festival, sponsored by the Embassy of the Republic of Cuba.

Highlights will include a showing of 23 paintings by Cuban artists,
many not seen before in Australia, famed Cuban dancers Eric and
Chantal Turro Martinez, platters of Cuban food based on recipes
provided by the wife of the Cuban Ambassador to Australia,
Cuban music, and of course, Cuban rum and cigars.

Further info:
David Perry 03 9633 6100 or dperry@thw.com.au
or visit www.thehotelwindsor.com.au
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Attack on civil rights -

Queensland leads the pack

Bob Briton

Rival gangs are strutting their
stuff, violating hallowed tradi-
tions carrying out unprecedented
acts of terror and lawlessness
on an unsuspecting public. The
problem is we’re not talking about
a small proportion of members of
motorcycle clubs, the one percent
who refuse to bend to the law of
the land; we’re talking about state
governments who are stripping
communities of their civil rights
at an alarming rate. The drive is
being portrayed by enthusiastic
allies in the tabloid media as a long
overdue showdown with outlaw
motorcycle clubs, a do-or-die battle
for control of the streets. As usual,
the truth is to be found elsewhere.
South Australia and NSW have
a strong record in the field but it is
Queensland that is leading the current
charge to pare back people’s rights
under the law. The Sunshine State is
a test bed for all sorts of neo-liberal
experimentation at the moment from
the mass sacking of public sector
workers, the slashing of services
to the granting of three new casino
licences. The last-mentioned initia-
tive is sure to bring a flood of shady
money and characters to the country’s
north but the Newman government
is determined to open the state up to
high-rollers whose gambling losses
will supposedly subsidise facilities for
communities, families in particular.

“It’s time to take off the shackles,
think big and actually allow this state
to compete in the international market
place,” the Queensland Premier said.

Taking the shackles off is expect-
ed to worsen a turf war between Jamie
Packer-associated Crown Limited and
Echo Entertainment.

The shackles will, instead, be
slapped on individuals who find
themselves in front of secret, star
chamber-style hearings of the state’s
Crime and Misconduct Commission.
Under new legislation, members of
targeted motorcycle clubs have no
right to remain silent. Two members
of the Finks are currently in jail for
refusing to answer questions. Another
pair from the Odin’s Warriors club
have been arrested for entering the
clubhouse where their accommoda-
tion is located.

The state Attorney-General,
Jarrod Bleijie, is proud of the latest
scalps. “Punishment is deliberately
and unapologetically severe because
we want to break the bikies — break
their enterprise, break their spirit,
break up their groups,” he said.

Tattoo parlours will be have to
have licences from next January,
requiring police and probity checks.
The most significant change in
the flurry of new laws and regula-
tions is the mandatory sentencing
for members of outlaw motorcycle
clubs. The Vicious Lawless Associate
Dismemberment Act targets 26
clubs. Raids on their premises are

“Real men don’t
abuse women”

Empowering females and stamping
out violence against women has
long-been part of the Maritime
Union of Australia’s (MUA) fabric
and deputy national secretary Mick
Doleman has been at the fore in
promoting these values in his role
as White Ribbon Ambassador.

Mr Doleman demonstrated his
ambassadorial abilities, in helping
launch the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union’s
(CFMEU) campaign — Real men
don 't abuse women — as a speaker
at the union’s Construction and
General National Conference held
in Cairns.

He said the White Ribbon
Foundation was a great organisation
that very clearly outlined the part
men can play in ending domestic
and other violence against women.

“As a national official in one
of the most male-dominated unions
in Australia it was a logical step
for me to get involved in a White
Ribbon Campaign,” he said.

“I am very honoured the
CFMEU invited me to speak on the
day they are launching a campaign
very similar to the one the MUA
launched a while ago.

“I’m sure it will be as success-
ful and taken up by as many offi-
cials, delegates and rank and filers
as we had in our union.”

Doleman said male-dominated
unions, like the CFMEU and the
MUA were well placed in educating
men about the issues women face at
home and in the workplace.

“We can often achieve better
results than say employers because
members usually respect their union
above the company they’re working
for,” he said.

Speaking at the conference
CFMEU national construction sec-
retary Dave Noonan said the union
had been considering for some time
how to play a role in addressing a
major social and health problem in
our community.

“There are far reaching effects
of family violence on women,
children and families in general,”
Noonan said.

“Research shows that there is a
link between violence and negative
attitudes to women and relation-
ships so we want our members to
show leadership and stand up for
what’s right.” &
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continuing. There will be mandatory
jail sentences of up to 25 years for
club members for a range of crimes
that would carry lesser sentences for
others convicted of the same offences.

There will be no discretion
allowed to judges or magistrates while
sentencing. Gang members could face
an additional 15 years of mandatory
detention if they were found to be
“vicious lawless associates” at the
time of the offence and another 10
years if they were an office bearer in
a club when the crime was committed.

Legal experts across the country
are aghast at the changes. Former
NSW Director of Public Prosecutions,
Nicholas Cowdery, noted that manda-
tory sentencing has a bad record in
Australia. “Politicians should learn
the lesson that mandatory punishment
for anything but minor regulatory
offences is antithetical to the doing
of justice,” he told a gathering at the
University of NSW recently, “and I
do not know any judicial officer who
is content to be an agent of injustice.”

His caution will, most likely, be
ignored in the latest corporate media-
fuelled moral panic. Bikie-only jails
are being contemplated. Premier
Newman wants the Commonwealth
to enact mandatory deportation for
immigrants with bikie links. Criminal
gangs are said to be recruiting over-
seas and the Queensland government
wants the “legislative firepower” to
deal with the alleged influx of Middle
Eastern and Pacific Islander gang
members. Stereotypes are certainly
pandered to in the rush for police
state powers.

There’s no doubting the seriously
anti-social behaviour of some motor-
cycle club members, a very small
minority. But the trashing of long-held
protections under the law is a matter
of grave concern for everybody. Few
people would sympathise, either,
with sex offenders like Robert John
Fardon who may be released from a
Queensland jail next month. But that
is no excuse for the establishment of
a “Governor in Council” comprising

the state governor and two cabinet
ministers to override the judicial sys-
tem to ensure the “worst of the worst”
never leave jail. Whatever happened
to the separation of powers? What
became of that fig-leaf of bourgeois
respectability that governments like
those of Australia used to brag about?

The other problem is that “anti-
bikie” laws will inevitably leach into
the rest of the body of criminal law as
“anti-terror” legislation did before it.
Unions have already fallen foul of that
process of legislative creep. Anti-coal
mining activist Jonathon Moylan is
currently facing jail time on charges
supposedly devised to catch white col-
lar criminals for insider trading-type
offences. No white collar criminal
is behind bars but a protester is left
battling for his freedom.

As the capitalist economic cri-
sis deepens and protest increases,
Australian governments want to have
a tidy stack of legislation to adapt to
the latest “crisis”. The trap must be
disarmed now! @&

Decision may
lead to compo

Darren Coyne

Ten Aboriginal young people are
among a group of 31 who could be
in line for compensation following
a NSW Supreme Court ruling late
last month. The court found the
young people had been unlawfully
imprisoned over the past several
years as a result of a faulty police
computer system.

A class action, Konneh v State
of NSW, jointly run by the Public
Interest Advocacy Centre (PIAC)
and Maurice Blackburn Lawyers,
began in 2011 after PIAC became
aware of the computer fault.

The court determined that
police were detaining children and
young people as a direct result of
inaccurate or out-of-date informa-
tion on the NSW Police computer
system known as COPS (Computer
Operational Policing System).

PIAC chief executive Edward
Santow said one 14-year-old client
was arrested, handcuffed and strip-
searched on three separate occa-
sions over a two-week period, and
held in custody overnight on each
occasion.

“Even though he was 14 at the
time, NSW Police did not contact
his mother,” Mr Santow said. “For
many years, we have been calling
on NSW Police to fix their com-
puter system and compensate the
victims.

“The court’s decision makes
clear that bail information on COPS
is unreliable. NSW police officers
cannot rely solely on this informa-
tion to arrest and detain a young
person they believe has breached
bail.”

A PIAC spokesperson told the
Koori Mail newspaper that young
people who had been falsely arrest-
ed could still join the class action.
“We’ve heard from the Aboriginal
legal service that this is happening
too frequently,” she said.

“We want as many people to
know about this judgement so that
they can join the class action and be
compensated.”

The NSW Supreme Court
hearing, held on September 2, con-
sidered issues related to the class
action members’ claim. The court
was asked to examine how a cer-
tain section of the NSW Bail Act,

which gives police powers to arrest
people for breach of bail, should be
interpreted.

The key issue related to those
class members who were not on
bail at all at the time they were
arrested. The court decided that
NSW Police have no excuse for
arresting young people and depriv-
ing them of their liberty in such
situations.

“Depriving a person of their
liberty can cause serious harm,
especially to a young person. In
this case, the court has reaffirmed
this very important principle,” Mr
Santow said. The PIAC spokes-
person said the judgement paved
the way for the young people to be
compensated and highlighted the
urgent need for the system to be
fixed.

The spokesperson said anyone
who believed they might have been
unlawfully detained should contact
PIAC Indigenous justice solicitor
Sarah Bassiouni on (02) 88986539.
Koori Mail &
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Qld gov’t set to wind

Australia

back protections
against mining

Mining conflicts are likely to
escalate in Queensland if state and
federal governments push ahead
with plans to remove the rights and
protections of communities, water
resources, bushland and farmland
under the guise of “cutting green
and red tape.”

President of community group
Lock the Gate Alliance, Drew Hutton,
warns that there are processes under-
way to hasten coal and gas develop-
ments, and promised protections are
being wound back by the Newman
and Abbott governments.

The most worrying of these
moves has come from the Queensland
government which has foreshadowed
changes to the Mineral Resources
Act to prevent anyone but affected
landholders from objecting to Mining
Lease applications.

“At present this would apply to
small mines but there is nothing more
certain than if the Newman govern-
ment gets away with this, it will apply
these provisions to all mines, ensuring
only affected landowners and not the
community in general can object”,
Hutton said.

“What we’re seeing is an unseem-
ly haste to push the community out
of the way and give coal companies

free rein to ride over local people and
the things they value, like clean air,
productive farmland and the bush.”

This is not the only move from
state and federal governments that is
concerning Lock the Gate.

Firstly, an estimated 65 new coal
mines and gas projects are seeking
approval from the Queensland gov-
ernment, 30 of which should require
additional assessment under the new
federal water trigger.

Secondly, plans are in develop-
ment for the Darling Downs and
Central Queensland in an effort to
“streamline” resource developments.

Thirdly, the Strategic Cropping
Land Act, which was supposed to
protect cropping land from coal
development is under review just 18
months after it came into force.

Finally, the federal government
has entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding with Queensland
to hand federal approval powers to
the state.

“Freezing the community out of
all decision making on high-impact
developments like mining will sim-
ply increase the popular resistance
to them.”

Meanwhile, the Lock the Gate
Alliance has warned the federal

government against back flipping on
its commitment to undertake a water
assessment of Clive Palmer’s China
First mine.

The China First project would be
one of the first projects to be assessed
under the “water trigger”, which gives
the federal government responsibil-
ity to ensure the protection of water
resources from large coal mines and
CSG projects.

Lock the Gate Alliance spokes
person for Central Queensland, Ellie
Smith, said they had welcomed the
application of the water trigger to this
project and would strongly condemn
a change to that listing.

“It is no wonder that [Clive
Parlmer’s] Waratah are trying to
avoid having the water trigger
applied to them: they must be wor-
ried the federal government might
actually say no to the mine, given
the intense and long-lasting impacts
this mine will have on groundwater.”
said Smith.

“The commonwealth EIS states
that the two open cut pits and four
underground mines that would make
up this huge ‘mega’ mine complex
are predicted to extract an average of
25.7 billion litres of water from local
aquifers every year for 35 years.”

Schools forced to
do more with less

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) has accused the Napthine
government in Victoria of yet again
making schools do more with less,
following a new survey that shows
principals are struggling to main-
tain a high standard of programs
and support for their students.

The AEU Victorian branch last
week launched the results of its
annual State of Our Schools sur-
vey, revealing that three quarters
of principals don’t have sufficient
resources to ensure quality program
delivery. This has increased by 6%
over the last 12 months from 69%
to 75%.

The survey of nearly 500
Victorian school principals also
shows Victorian schools are faced
with significant increases in fees
to provide Vocational Education
and Training (VET) subjects, dra-
matic deterioration in support from
the regional education offices and
increases in teacher and principal
stress.

AEU Victoria president
Meredith Peace says that schools
are under mounting pressure to find
additional resources to compensate
for lack of state government fund-
ing, and this is directly impacting
on their ability to provide programs
and support to their students.

“The State of Our Schools
survey paints a very clear picture.
Premier Napthine is continuing
to expect our public schools to do
more with less.

“Cuts to education by this state
government over the last three

years have had a devastating impact
on students and schools across

the state. The flow-on effects of a
stretched principal upon the school
community, staff and students can-
not be underestimated.

“We continue to urge the state
government to commit to a well-
resourced, high-quality school sec-
tor,” Peace says.

A major factor in the additional
pressures on schools is the govern-
ment’s decision to restructure and
downsize the regional education
offices from nine regions to four,
with 94% of principals saying that
regional support has deteriorated as
a result.

“Regional offices are critical
for principals. At the very least,
restoring staffing levels is vital
to ensuring that principals get the
support they need,” Peace says.
“Schools play an integral role in
providing students with a variety
of educational pathways. Under
the Napthine government, this is
becoming increasingly difficult.”

The cost of delivering alterna-
tive student pathways is on the rise,
with schools estimating a 17.3%
increase in the cost of providing
VET subjects.

A fifth of Victorian public
schools are having to reduce subject
offerings to senior students because
of government cuts to Victorian
Certificate of Applied Learning
(VCAL) funding — an increase of
7% in the past 12 months.

“Given there are fewer resourc-
es, increased responsibility through

autonomy and lack of support, it
is no wonder that principal stress
has increased across the state, and
particularly in our regional areas,”
Peace says. “Principals feel like
they have been totally abandoned.”
Key findings of the State of Our
Schools survey include:
* 75% of principals don’t have
sufficient resources to ensure
quality program delivery for
students — an increase of 6% over
the past 12 months.
94% of schools said that over
the past year support from the
regional offices had deteriorated,
with almost half saying it had
deteriorated “a lot”.
Principal comments suggest that
the regional office restructure
means schools are effectively
alone, with significantly
diminished support.
Principal concerns regarding the
lack of department consultation
had increased by 11% in the past
12 months.
75% of schools said that there
had been a significant increase
in external RTO fees for VET
subjects, up an estimated 17.3%.
* 20% of Victorian public schools
said they had to reduce subject
offerings to senior students
because of the state government’s
cut to VCAL funding
Principal stress overall has
increased to 48% from 44% a
year ago, and higher in regional
areas.

Local graziers will see water lev-
els in their bores drop at least a metre
according to the commonwealth EIS,
but the Waratah coal document also
admits that the full predicted impact
has not yet been assessed.

“It is clear from a number of
assessments that have been conducted
in the region that modelling and pre-
dictions of groundwater impacts need
far more information in order to be
useful,” Smith pointed out.

The Independent Expert Scientific
Committee has recommended time
and again that a regional assessment
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“This mine is a test of the new
government’s commitment to protect-
ing water resources from large-scale
coal mining. Landholders around the
country will be watching to make
sure the minister orders a cumulative
impacts of mining on water resources
in the Galilee Basin and to see wheth-
er he has the backbone to say ‘no’ to
projects that will have unacceptable
Impacts on water resources

“If Clive Palmer thinks that
his new position of power in the
Australian parliament sets his projects
above the law, he should think

be undertaken.

again.” &
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The past three decades witnessed an amazing growth in
income inequality. In Australia the richest ten percent have
gained almost 50 percent of the growth in income. The
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) estimates that between 1980 and 2008, 22 percent
of all growth in Australia’s household income went to the rich-
est one percent. Even these figures are not as striking as
those in the USA where the richest one percent gained almost
half the growth in individual income over the same period, and
the top ten percent took more than 80 percent of the gains.

Former US intelligence contractor Edward Snowden keeps on
providing fresh insights into the scale of the US-led electron-
ic eavesdropping, with address books and “buddy lists” from
Hotmail, Yahoo, Facebook and Gmail accounts being harvest-
ed across the globe. More than 250 million contact lists are
being gathered around the world each year under the program
led by the US National Security Agency and which also includes
Australia’s Defence Signals Directorate. Experts say the pro-
gram does not target individuals but independent senator Nick
Xenophon called it “an outrageous and unnecessary intrusion into
the lives of Australians”. Jon Lawrence, executive officer of priva-
cy lobby Electronic Frontiers Australia pointed out there was a
danger of rogue operators within intelligence agencies and a risk
of criminals blackmailing officials to gain access to people’s data.

The Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU)
is planning to take a national approach on right of entry, includ-
ing a requirement of 24 hour’s notice for visits by union officials
to the workplace. The union is fighting the Abbott government’s
pledge to strengthen the powers of the Australian Building and
Construction Commission. Worker injuries cost $60 billion a year
according the Australian Council of Trade Unions. Safety at work
is one of the main union concerns and the CFMEU is determined
to represent and fight for their members’ rights no matter what.

You can’'t please some people. Hollywood’s latest film, Noah,
which stars Russell Crowe and Emma Watson, drew criti-
cism from believers. The film’s version of the flood is about
environmental apocalypse, with Noah as the first militant envi-
ronmentalist. The flood is shown as a punishment for man’s
disrespect for the ecosystem rather than for sins against God.
And for that believers reject it. Will it be shown in a cinema
new you? We'll see. Meanwhile there was a request from a
Pacific Island inhabitant for refuge in New Zealand — on envi-
ronmental grounds. The man and his family’s existence was
threatened by rising ocean levels. It is believed it was the
first such request. The way we are going it won’t be the last.
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The way forward

The main document before the CPA’s 12th National Congress in Sydney, October 4-7,
was the Political Resolution. The document is the result of Party-wide discussion and
amendment over the months leading up to Congress. It guides the work of the Party
for the next four years. CPA Assistant General Secretary Andrew Irving introduced the
document to Congress. The following are extracts from his comments:

It is a briefer document than in the past
to allow for a focus on priorities and offer
general guidelines, to be applied with
energy, initiative and creativity by Party
organisations as new issues arise, conditions
change, etc, particularly under an Abbott
government and global developments.
This situation will make heavy demands on
the Party — politically, ideologically and practi-
cally — and we will have to do much better than
we have in the past if we are to successfully
carry out our role as servants of working class.

Strengthen the Party

The Political Resolution gives priority to
strengthening the Party to meet demands on
us. It outlines six priority areas where the Party
MUST improve its work — we cannot allow
business as usual.

The first of these is branches as centres of
political activity, a concept still not practised
by most branches but ESSENTIAL to connect
Party and class. It is no longer acceptable to
just run stall once a month or distribute leaflets
on an issue we know is politically important.
We must get far closer to people in workplaces
and localities, take up their issues and link them
with our analysis of capitalism and the need
for socialism.

No more sitting in comfort on the sidelines
comrades — get out there among and with the
working class and its allies.

The second priority area is campaigning.
The Political Resolution draws Party attention to
the need to campaign and looks at the necessity
to fight for reforms and to use these struggles
to develop the class struggle for real change.

The other priority areas dealt with in the
Political Resolution are Party education, recruit-
ment, finance and the Guardian.

A great deal of work needs to be done to
develop the sort of movement which can offer
serious challenge to capitalism in Australia. We
need to educate the working class and its allies,
to build understanding and experience, and to
create mass movements.

It is juvenile to say “socialism is the answer”
when it clearly is not yet here. We need realistic
targets, clearheaded perspective and absence of
sloganising.

Two stage process

The two stage process is the correct policy
at this stage and the basis of the development
of our struggle to win support for real change
and for a socialist Australia.

It is universally understood that the trans-
formation of the economic base of society from
private monopoly control over the means of pro-
duction to social forms of ownership — including
state, municipal, co-operative and other forms
— cannot be accomplished overnight. In fact,
the term “by degrees” comes directly from the
Communist Manifesto itself. But by how many
degrees and of what duration between each step
or phase of transformation?

The CPA is of the view that society will
change from its present capitalist mode of
production toward socialism through a series
of stages. Society will progress through an
anti-monopoly anti-imperialist democratic stage
prior to the working class winning power and
creating a socialist state.

The first stage in the process of transition
to socialism, as outlined in the Party Program
and other Congress documents, would weaken
the power of monopoly capital and extend the
democratic rights and participation of the people.

The socialist stage requires the replacement
of capitalist class power with working class
power and further steps to break the control
and ownership of the economy by capitalism.

When we talk about the “first stage”, what
we are describing is actually a lengthy process
within capitalism. We are describing points
along a continuum that will develop and change
over time in a complicated, uneven process of
change towards the ultimate achievement of
socialism in Australia.

The ruling class will resist any change, any

challenge to its power, using all the means at its
disposal. This could result in set-backs or rapid
progression in the process of change.

Some people have attacked this analysis,
condemning it as reformist and calling it
“stagism”.

But the concept of stages in the transition
from capitalism to socialism does not mean
that the CPA believes there is a distinct socio-
economic formation between capitalism and
socialism, an intermediate stage that is a dif-
ferent form of society.

Over time, capitalism has taken various
forms but has remained capitalism in its essence.
In his book Imperialism the Highest Stage of
Capitalism Lenin was describing a particular
historical form or stage of capitalism. Would the
isolationists call Lenin’s analysis “stagism” too?

Their rejection of the CPA analysis is in fact
a rejection of dialectics, of Marxist-Leninist sci-
ence. They are denying the dialectical process
of quantitative changes leading to a qualitative
change. In relation to human society they are
denying the need for reforms to accumulate
before a revolutionary transformation can take
place.

This is reinforced by a statement from the
isolationists that “Our goal is to overthrow the
Capitalist system not to work within it.” This
reveals their metaphysical approach and their
inability to distinguish between the gradual
reforms that must be won and the achievement
of a revolutionary transformation.

The concept of the two-stage transition is
not some recent “revisionist tendency” by the
leadership. The Socialist Party of Australia
Program (adopted at the Second Congress of
the SPA in June 1975 and slightly amended
at the Third Congress in 1978) outlines the
two-stage process which has remained in Party
documents to this date.

Party unity and relations

Within the Party we need to develop respect
for expression of opinions, comradely relations
and interactions between all comrades as normal
and acceptable practice in the Party and in our
work with others in the community.

We need to develop the unity, discipline
and commitment to these principles within the
party and by all comrades. Contribution must
be based on a strong application of criticism
and self-criticism only to strengthen, build and
advance positive attitudes towards the Party and
its comrades and policy.

There is no place within our Party or the
broader people’s and working class movements
for destructive and divisive attitudes that use
aggression, intimidation, ranting and unproduc-
tive attitudes and methods of work.

Alliances

The Political Resolution deals with alliances
and the necessity of a strong Communist Party in
the building of a left and progressive alternative.

A political alternative will not be built if
we try to play down the Party, or hide its face.
Successful work requires our influence to be
much greater so our ideas gain acceptance by
wider numbers of people.

That will not happen if we do not work
with and engage in the battle of ideas with
other social forces.

We need a strong Party presence in the mass
movement because an advanced perspective
of left and progressive unity combined with
good policies will be a strong unifying force,
enabling a more long-lasting change of direction
of politics in Australia.

The CPA some time ago adopted a strategy
of building left and progressive unity to con-
tribute to the creation of an alternative political
force strong enough to substantially change the
direction of politics in Australia.

This is a strategic approach to change which
is shared by many Communist parties around
the world.

The political alternative is the name given to
the complex of political forces who are prepared
to change direction, to build struggles and fight
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for policies for the people, against the interests
of the transnational corporations, against the
pro-big business policies being foisted on us
by governments of all shades.

The forces that form the political alternative
can be seen in embryo now in some campaigns
like Your Rights at Work in opposition to the
Howard government. The wide array of social
forces and political groupings in that campaign
shows that co-operation around issues is not
only possible but effective. When people with
different political, religious, ethnic and occu-
pational backgrounds join hands to achieve an
objective that all agree on it is a powerful force
to be reckoned with.

The working class must be at the core of
this mass movement. We must win support for
the idea that more fundamental, more lasting
change in the people’s interest can be brought
about if cooperation and united struggle are
taken to a higher level.

Battle of ideas

The Political Resolution takes up the ques-
tion of change and in which direction. That
depends on who is best equipped to win the
battle of ideas.

We are confident that the CPA can and
will win.

But let’s be clear. We are talking about the
battle of ideas within alliances. Of course that
is not the only arena in which we need to win
the battle of ideas. We need to do it in all areas

. (Photo: Anna Pha)

of our work — the trade unions, peace work,
environmental campaigns, within community
organisations, etc.

However, since the isolationists seem intent
on spreading disinformation about CPA policy,
we must stress that we are not raising the pos-
sibility of amalgamation of the CPA with groups
such as the Socialist Alliance or the Socialist
Alternative.

Priority areas of work

The Political Resolution sets out priorities
for areas of work. This does not mean we ignore
other issues when they arise, but it does mean
we try to focus on these to give direction, unity
and coherence to our work and to recognise
their fundamental political significance for the
working people of this country.

These priorities are: Workers’ rights, envi-
ronment, peace and war, and Indigenous rights.

The Party faces many demands and the
Political Resolution offers a way forward to
meet these demands.

It is important that, having voted for it, you
don’t then put it away on some back shelf. This
document must become the guide and director
of the Party.

We can continue in our old ways and fail in
our historic duty or we can take this document
seriously, shake off bad old habits and start to
work as active and committed Communists.

Then we can change the world! &
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One of the highlights of the CPA 12th National Congress is the opportunity to meet
Comrades from around Australia and to learn about their activities and experiences
as political activists. In this issue and next week’s Guardian we are publishing several
contributions outlining the work and issues that Party members tackle in the community.
Geoff Turner is a proud member of the Auburn Branch of the CPA. Geoff spoke about

his work with refugees:

Each and every member of the Party can
inspire each other, young people and be
inspirational in the community by our
actions reflecting the “value system” of
the CPA.

Auburn has the highest percentage of
refugees, per head of population in Australia.

Successive governments have treated refu-
gees in an appalling manner that contravenes
Human Rights, United Nations Conventions and
the decency of any democratic society.

I visit the Department of Immigration
Detention Centre at Villawood at least once a
week and on significant days like Christmas,
New Year and Australia Day.

Mostly I visit asylum seekers who have been
rejected for Protection Visas by ASIO although
every one of these individuals has been given
refugee status.

To date all of my friends have been held in
detention for four years and have not made any
court appearance nor have they been informed as
to what charges have been made against them.

My visits are made as a member of the
Communist Party. It is important that detainees
realise that it is the Party that advocates and
supports them and not Geoff Turner.

The detainees have waited so long for some
news of their case that they begin to question
past political affiliations, ethnic social groups
and for some, their religion.

Make no mistake, Australia is a country
fuelled by bigots, racists and sexist mindlessness.

The multinational company SERCO runs
the detention centres for the Immigration
Department. The SERCO workers are low
paid, poorly trained and fear being sacked or
moved interstate.

These workers are not to be demonised as
the poor training and desperate management

techniques are not a product they have brought
upon themselves.

I have been so worried about the SERCO
workers that I rang around the unions to ask
them to go into Villawood and recruit member-
ship and explain the benefit of unions.

As a party, we must continue to speak out
about such outrages as the contempt for basic
laws. What happened to Habeas Corpus? Where
is the body?

Everyone has the right to appear in Court
and hear and answer the charges against them.
If any government can ignore its own laws for
asylum seekers then next week it’s my family
and the following week your family.

Over the years in detention many detainees
have developed signs of mental illness.

Detainees who would make significant
contributions to Australian society have now
become unlikely to work for a considerable
time once released.

It is tragic to hear young men mourn the
notion that they have been robbed of their
young lives. The time they might find a partner
and build a family has receded to the point of
a lost horizon.

CPA members should be encouraged
to go into the detention centres as an act of
politicisation.

Over the last few years I try to take signifi-
cant people in the community who have spoken
about refugees or asylum seekers to actually
meet them in the flesh.

For example, Senator Doug Cameron and
Professor John Macdonald are able to reach a
professional and social arena that is beyond
me. Both men deserve praise for the continued
efforts they have made to support detainees
and bring about awareness to the political and
academic worlds.

Geoff Turner. (photo: Anna Pha)

Every member of the Party needs to be
involved in community struggles.

All work is noble, from folding pamphlets,
painting placards, making tea, clearing up,
listening to stories in the community. I would
not like to feel that any Party member would
feel that some basic functions are beyond their
intellectual status.

I am inspired by Comrades in the Auburn
Branch, by the political framework as created
by Marx and Lenin and by the personal worth
found in the community.

On my contact card I take the opportunity
to inspire the people I meet by providing a
quotation: “If you tremble with indignation

at every injustice, then you are a comrade of
mine” — Ernesto “Che” Guevara.

I believe that this statement is far more
important than my mobile number or email
address. If you have any doubts that Communists
can make a long-standing impression to
detainees consider the following quotation on
Communism.

“For many decades communists were the
only political group in South Africa who were
prepared to treat Africans as human beings and
their equals; who were prepared to eat with us;
talk with us; live with us and work with us.”
— Nelson Mandela, spoken from the dock at
his treason trial 1964. &

The following contribution about the National
Disability Insurance Scheme regarding people’s
welfare that raised a lot of interest was from the
Inner West Branch of the CPA. The delegate
posed the pertinent but not so often asked ques-
tion: Why should workers be forced to take out
disability insurance?

Disabled people and their carers wholeheart-
edly welcome the NDIS formulated by the Gillard
government. They are deserving of the extra serv-
ices and financial benefits.

Who will pay for it? The plan, endorsed by
Abbott, is that workers and other individuals pay
for it through the Medicare levy. The compulsory
levy will be increased by one third, from 1.5 to 2.0
percent of taxable income.

The concept put forward by the government is
that workers will be paying to insure themselves
against becoming disabled. The insurance cover
will apply up until age 65. If a worker becomes
disabled after age 65 they will not be covered.

Private companies, including the big monopo-
lies — BHP Billiton and other mining and energy
corporations, the Big Four banks, the monopoly
retailers, the big manufacturing and agricultural
companies — will pay nothing towards the new
services for he disabled. They are not individuals
so they do not pay the Medicare levy.

Surely, the responsibility for the disabled
should rest with ALL of society. Disability is a
problem to be faced by all of society — including
the companies who each year reap billions of dol-
lars profit from the labour of individuals. They are
very much part of society.

Of all the private monopolies, only the Myer
CEO complained about the NDIS. He sees that
workers and other individuals will have less
money to spend in his department stores because
of the Medicare increase. It is true! The disposable
income of individuals will be reduced in order to
pay the compulsory disability insurance.

But not only will private companies be exempt

from the levy, private enterprises which provide
disability services stand to make huge profits from
the money that will flow into the scheme. Nearly
all disability services are run by private companies
and the big non-government organisations (NGOs)
which are in fact run like private companies.

The process of contracting out government
services has been going on for a number of years.
The federal government handed over unemploy-
ment services from the CES to private companies.
Federal and state governments have contracted out
most of their welfare services.

Huge cutbacks to services and payment for
injured workers are heading in the direction of the
complete abandonment of government responsibil-
ity for workers’ compensation. Governments are
angling towards a system whereby if workers want
workers’ compensation cover they will have to
take out their own insurance — paid for from their
own pockets. Premiums will of course go to pri-
vate insurance companies.

This is how capitalism is developing.
Governments are wiping their hands of respon-
sibility for the problems suffered by individual
members of society. Governments are making
individuals responsible for their own situation
even when the problems are no fault of their own.

It is not only a move towards individualisa-
tion, but individualisation of a certain kind — a
kind of individualisation that benefits private
companies.

Socialism offers a different approach. People
work together, own the industries, create a com-
munity spirit and together provide for those indi-
viduals who suffer problems. The disabled are part
of society — they are not on the fringe as they are
under capitalism.

Socialism in Australia will, for instance, take a
leaf from those socialist countries which set aside
a percentage of jobs in all enterprises for disa-
bled people. There will be a whole new attitude
towards the disabled. @&
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Bankrupt at home

Finian Cunningham

US policy on Syria could be
described as a “comedy of errors”
if the consequences for human suf-
fering were not so brutal. Having
largely created a quagmire of
terrorism and lawlessness in Syria
through covert insurgency opera-
tions over the past two and half
years, the US government looks
like a hapless Doctor Frankenstein
who has lost control of the beast,
or should we say beasts.

The creation from the laboratory
of American regime change has many
forms, from savage death squads on
the ground to effete exile political
groups ensconced in five-star Persian
Gulf hotels. But none of these crea-
tions seem to respond to the supposed
master. The situation is evidently out
of control and the US appears to the
world like a mad, impotent fool.

First, Washington repeated calls
last week on its manufactured Syrian
opposition, the Syrian National
Coalition, to attend the Geneva II
political talks. But the SNC flatly
rejected the admonition.

Then, a joint statement by the
motley crew of foreign mercenary
militias in Syria turned around again
and issued a terse repudiation of the
Syrian National Coalition or any other
political group.

In a released video, the statement
representing some 70 militant bri-
gades said: “Having seen the failure
of the political groups that claim
to represent the opposition and the
revolutionary groups ... we leaders
of the military groups in the southern

provinces withdraw our recognition
from any political group that claims
to represent us”.

This was the second slap in the
face for the Western-lionised so-called
National Coalition. Last month,
some 13 insurgent organisations in
the northern Syrian provinces also
issued a blunt statement rejecting the
coalition as having any legitimacy as
a political representative.

Significantly, among those latter
groups repudiating the SNC were
the Al-Qaeda-affiliated Jabhat Al
Nusra and the Free Syrian Army. The
Western governments claim to support
the FSA, led by General Salim Idriss,
because of its supposed “moderate”
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credentials and non-association with
the extremist Takfiri networks, such
as Al Nusra.

Awkwardly for the Western
propagandists, the FSA does not
seem to be reading the memos, and
has publicly aligned itself with “the
extremists”. In other words, there is
no separation of “moderates” and
“extremists”, or “good rebels” and
“bad rebels”.

That putative distinction is seen
more than ever as merely a propa-
ganda fiction that the Western gov-
ernments have concocted in order to
give themselves a political and moral
cover for fomenting a criminal war of
aggression in Syria — by hiding behind
the pretence that they are support-
ing pro-democracy, freedom-loving
good rebels. Shamefully, the Western
mainstream so-called journalism
industry has assisted in contriving
this preposterous facade, instead of
rigorously investigating and ripping
it apart.

The reality is that the Western
governments have unleashed a wave
of terror on Syria since March 2011,
under the guise of the Arab Spring,
for the geopolitical objective of
regime change. That wave of aggres-
sion to destabilise the government
of President Bashar al-Assad is
comprised of hundreds of mercenary
groups of varying extremist tenden-
cies, most of whom originate from
as many as 30 countries, including
Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Afghanistan and Russia, as well as
Western states such as Australia,
Britain, France and Canada.

The illusory Western dichotomy
of “moderates” and “extremists”
was blown away during the mas-
sacres carried out in Syria’s Western
Latakia Province during August.
Even Human Rights Watch, which is
normally dutiful to the pro-Western
political agenda, reported hundreds
of atrocities against civilians during
the raids on villages in Latakia. These
atrocities included the kidnapping of
over 200 women and children, whose
whereabouts remain unknown. There
are credible reports that the victims
may have been brutally slain for the
purpose of fabricating the East Ghouta
chemical gas attack on August 21.
During the Latakia offensive, the Free
Syrian Army commander General
Idriss was filmed on the ground pro-
claiming the success of the campaign
under his leadership.

So, like the proverbial best-laid
plans that come unstuck, the US and
its Western and regional allies, flooded

Syria with terrorism while lining up
a government-in-waiting in the form
of careerist exiles and political oppor-
tunists. The political puppets were to
have moved in when the government
in Damascus had been cleaved from
the general population through the
terrorism of the death squads. But it
didn’t work out like that.

The American-led regime-change
plan for Syria was fatally flawed
because it did not reckon on the
genuine popular mandate of the Assad
government, the professionalism of
the Syrian army, the robust regional
alliance between Syria, Russia and
Iran, and the resilience of Russia in
particular to oppose Western political
manoeuvres through the UN Security
Council. In addition, the US-led
axis did not count on the immense
opposition among the war-sickened
Western public towards further insidi-
ous imperialist machinations in the
Middle East.

From this incompetent chess play,
Washington has ended up with an
unholy incoherent mess from which
it cannot extricate. Its mercenaries on
the ground are losing and turning in
on themselves through internecine turf
wars. Al Nusra, the Islamic State of
Iraq and Shams and the Free Syrian
Army are more a threat to themselves
than from the Syrian national army.

Meanwhile, whatever unity is
forged between these groups it is
based on outright rejection of the
Western-backed political opposition.

As noted, the Western-engineered
political opposition has come out
against any dialogue at Geneva
despite pleas from US Secretary of
State John Kerry. These political
pawns are probably reacting with
umbrage out of a sense of being used
as, well how can we say, pawns.

The Geneva talks aimed at form-
ing a new consensus government in
Syria were originally hatched back
in June 2012, but have been continu-
ally delayed because the US and its
Western regime-change allies, Britain
and France, were coaxing their Syrian
exile clients not to participate. Now
the US wants these pawns to par-
ticipate, only because Washington
calculates that it has run out of options
on the military field.

When Russia threw the US a
political lifeline last month in the form
of a deal on Syrian chemical weapons
disarmament, to help Washington
avert its disastrous warpath, part of
the deal was for the speedy convening
of Geneva talks, scheduled for next
month in the Swiss capital.

A year ago, Washington and its
allies were gung-ho about forcing
regime change in Syria by fomenting
a dirty war through an array of proxy
mercenary groups. Never mind that
many of these proxies are linked to
the Al-Qaeda franchise and are on the
official US terror list.

The covert military agenda has
turned out an abject failure, with the
key turning point some four months
ago being the defeat of the foreign
militants in the mid-region town
of Qusayr. With the covert military
agenda losing traction, the East
Ghouta false flag chemical attack was
Washington’s last-chance gambit for
launching an overt war on Syria to
force its regime change plans.

However, Washington and its
allies did not foresee the formidable
opposition from within their own pop-
ulations to any such military adven-
turism. The Western axis also did not
foresee the trenchant international
resistance to any such militarism.
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
warning against American aggres-
sion resonated with many ordinary
people around the world, including
the American and European public.

Having painted itself into a cor-
ner, Washington was offered a politi-
cal get-out by Russia when Russia’s
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
hammered out the Syrian chemical
weapons decommissioning deal with
Kerry in Geneva on September 14.

That deal put the political process
back on centre stage. Lavrov urged
the US last week to “use whatever
power it has” to exert its influence on
the multifarious opposition to make
good on the Geneva II talks.

The Russian top diplomat said:
“The main obstacle on this path
remains our [American] partners’
inability to make the Syrian opposi-
tion, which they are looking after, go
to Geneva and sit at the negotiating
table with the government”.

Lavrov is too much of a states-
man to use impolite language. But
the essence of what he is saying is
this: Washington has created a mess
in Syria that it doesn’t have the power
to fix.

Rather fittingly, in a world where
the US government is seen as finan-
cially bankrupt, it is also being seen,
glaringly, as a bankrupt geopolitical
force.

Bankrupt at home and abroad,
Syria underscores the inescapable fact
that Washington is a spent geopoliti-
cal player.
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Emile Schepers

The arrest of a Roma girl on
a school bus in front of her
classmates, and her subsequent
deportation to Kosovo along
with her family, has caused an
uproar in France and split the
ruling Socialist Party of President
Francois Hollande.

Hollande’s predecessor, Nicolas
Sarkozy, had initiated a policy of
demolishing Roma camps and deport-
ing their residents, mostly to Romania.
Sarkozy’s rhetoric on the subject of
Roma, Muslims and foreigners in
general was dangerously provocative.
Roma or Romani are the names of
the people historically called gypsies,
which is now considered pejorative.

To the surprise of some, the
nominally socialist government,
which replaced Sarkozy in the 2012
elections, has not backed away from
this general policy. Interior Minister
Manuel Valls has made recent state-
ments that coincide with those of the
previous government, and over the
last couple of weeks, has moved again
to deport migrant Roma (i.e. those not
born or naturalised in France) and
dismantle their encampments.

This has brought Valls, Prime
Minister Ayrault and President
Hollande into conflict with the left,
including the Communist Party and
some in their own party, human
rights defenders and the European
Commission.

The situation sharply escalated on
October 9, when immigration police
took a 15-year-old high school stu-
dent, Leonarda Dibrani, off a school
bus to be deported along with her
parents who had lost an appeal for
asylum in France.

Her father had already been
expelled and police had not found
Leonarda at home when they went
to expel her mother along with six
other siblings. So they called the
teacher who was accompanying the
field trip and forced her to order the
bus to be stopped. Students on the
bus did not know why the police
were after Leonarda, and some
began to speculate that perhaps she
had “stolen something.” Leonarda’s
teacher remonstrated angrily with
the police about the cruelty of
arresting a child in this way, but
was rebuffed.

There is prejudice in France, as
in many other European countries,

Peter Lazenby

BRITAIN: Ministers’ shady plans
to re-privatise the successful East
Coast Main Line under a barrage
of misinformation were leaked
to the transport union RMT.
The union got access to the sale
prospectus for Britain’s most
successful line days before it was
published.

It was leaked as rail campaign-
ers lobbied Parliament, handing in a
23,000-signature petition demand-
ing that the service stay in public
hands. RMT said the prospectus is a
blueprint for rip-off prices, reduced
services and huge profits.

ECML was taken under public
control in 2009 after privateers
failed miserably to operate it effi-
ciently or viably. Under public
control it has brought £600 million
to the Treasury, increased passenger
numbers, improved efficiency and
put private operators to shame.

But the Tories and their Lib-
Dem collaborators plan to force
through re-privatisation before
the 2015 general election with a
franchise that could last for 11
years. The prospectus’s main aim
appeared to be to cover up the

service’s success under public
ownership, including high levels
of punctuality and the highest pas-
senger satisfaction rate of any main
line service in Britain.

The dodgy dossier also takes
pains to remind privateers that the
new fleet is compatible with driver-
only operation — offering a green
light to sack safety-critical on-train
crew.

The union described the docu-
ment as “the most blatant and cyni-
cal piece of political engineering
to try and justify hiving off the line
for private gain.”

It said: “The draft prospec-
tus gives bidders the option of
establishing an ‘intermediate class
between standard and first” — open-
ing up the route to offering a third-
class service.”

RMT general secretary Bob
Crow said: “This leaked document,
coming on the day of union protests
at Parliament aimed at keeping the
East Coast in public ownership,
is political dynamite which blows
the lid off the lengths to which the
government are prepared to go to
bulldoze through re-privatisation
before the next election.”
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against the Roma people, who are
often poor and live in precarious
and marginalised situations. They are
often stigmatised with racist stere-
otypes. In Leonarda’s case, she has
lived in France most of her life and
speaks fluent French. She was doing
well in school where she is popular
with non-Roma fellow students.

In Kosovo, Leonarda and her
family face a life of much greater
instability, poverty and danger. Since
the Kosovo War of 1998-1999 and
under independent Kosovo, many
Roma have been expelled and remain-
ing families face bad treatment.

Previously, Interior Minister
Valls had been sharply criticised
by the European Commission for
stating that most of the 20,000 or so
immigrant Roma in France should be
deported because they have a very
different lifestyle from the French
people and cannot be assimilated,
language shockingly similar to that
adopted by fascists of various coun-
tries. The Commission pointed out
that European Union rules allow free
movement among the member states.

Many commentators speculate
that the current government has
adopted a highly visible anti-Roma
stance because one of its rival politi-
cal parties, the far right, neo-fascist
National Front headed by former
presidential candidate Marine Le Pen,
has been doing well in some areas
of the country, in part because of its
demagogic scapegoating of immi-
grants for France’s economic troubles.

However, the other France soon
raised its voice. Last week, thousands

of high school students in Paris and
elsewhere hit the streets demand-
ing justice for Leonarda and for
another deported student, Katchiki
Kachatryan, who is of Armenian
origin.

The French left also spoke out
forcefully. The French Communist
Party daily, L’Humanité, published
numerous articles on the case, all
of them critical of the government’s
policy and action and demanding
change, and top leaders of the Party,
including Secretary General Pierre
Laurent, and the French Young

Communist League joined the stu-
dent demonstrations.

Green Party members of
Hollande’s cabinet also denounced
the government and hinted that this
might endanger their cooperation with
it. Some Socialist Party leaders also
denounced Valls’ action, but it appears
that Hollande will not criticise it, let
alone oust Valls.

At writing, the government seems
to be backing off a bit, suggesting that
the case of Leonarda and her family
might be reviewed.

People’s World &

Undocumented activists
block deportation bus

Blake Deppe

On October 17, a bus filled with
dozens of immigrants en route to
deportation ran into an unexpected
roadblock: a group of undocu-
mented activists and allies. They
blocked the vehicle as part of a
peaceful protest against what is
seen as the heinous treatment of
undocumented citizens, as well as
the mass deportations perpetu-
ated by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

For the activists, amongst
whom were Asians and Latinos,
this was yet another act in the
growing national movement to
pressure President Obama to use
his executive authority to stop the
deportations, which are tearing
undocumented families apart. This
act of protest followed a previous
unprecedented action in Arizona,
where immigrants chained them-
selves to the wheels of deporta-
tion buses. There, they decried
Congress’ refusal to pass compre-
hensive immigration reform legis-
lation and called for real change.
Now, the San Francisco action has
added more voices to that collective
cry of outrage.

Dean Santos, a local immigrant
youth leader with the Asian immi-
grant rights organisation ASPIRE,
once faced deportation himself and
spent days in a detention facility in
Arizona. He remarked, “I’ve been

in that bus before, and I remember
how powerless I felt. Now, I'm
coming back with the power of our
communities in our effort to stop
the separation of families.”

Jen Low, with Los Angeles-
based activist group Asian
Americans Advancing Justice, add-
ed, “There are family members —
there are mothers, there are fathers,
there are children, there are broth-
ers, there are sisters that may never
see their family members again.
The plan is to go nationwide with
our protests until the deportations
stop and until we get a pathway to
citizenship.”

These events come at a time
when the Obama administration
has been responsible for two mil-
lion deportations, and spent US$18
billion on separating families dur-
ing 2012. The growing number
of immigration reform rallies and
the vehement opposition to unfair
deportations is largely seen as a
movement that is increasingly
influential.

In California at least, some
improvements have been made:
Democratic state governor Jerry
Brown announced on October 5
the signing of eight bills that gave
undocumented Californians new
rights and protections, includ-
ing that immigrants could not be
deported for minor crimes.

Meanwhile, while 15 of the
undocumented protesters who

chained themselves to buses in
Arizona were arrested, things didn’t
quite go down that way in San
Francisco, which is a sanctuary
city. Since 1989, San Francisco’s
Sanctuary Ordinance has meant that
city employees, including police,
are prohibited from assisting ICE
with immigration investigations or
immigration-related arrests.

As a result, no arrests were
made at the October 17 protest, nor
were any undocumented handed
over to federal agents. Instead,
police negotiated with the activists
for several hours before convinc-
ing them to move from the bus and
let it go on its way. Despite this,
demonstrators made it clear that the
fight is not over.

“We’re not going to wait for
Congress anymore,” declared
protestor Hairo Cortez. “We are not
going to wait for Obama. This is a
humanitarian crisis — two million
people deported in five years!”

Obama addressed such criti-
cisms during his October 17 speech
that followed the 16-day govern-
ment shutdown. He talked about a
renewed focus on the immigration
battle, citing it as one of “three
things that could make a huge dif-
ference in our economy right now.
And we could get that done this
year, if our focus is on what’s good
for the American people.”

People’s World &
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Growing EU poverty

A Red Cross report indicates that
Europe as a whole is plunging
into poverty. It estimated that
120 million people are at risk of
poverty and around 43 million
people across Europe are hungry
every day. The austerity measures
have contributed greatly to unem-
ployment and poverty.

It is not only countries like Spain
or Latvia that depend on the Red
Cross assistance. Britain is not gener-
ally considered to be the poorest of the
poor but nevertheless for the first time

since WW?2 the Red Cross is helping
with feeding the poor in Britain.

It is believed that around 500,000
people in the UK needed support from
food banks last year. Who knows how
many will need it this year? It is ironic
that countries like Britain and the
USA especially love to teach other
countries how to be “democratic” and
“civilised” while plunging their own
people into poverty and a despera-
tion abyss. And they still insist that
capitalism works!

Mati English
Sydney

Freeways the problem,
not solution

Building more freeways is not
the way to go as they are no real
solution to the traffic problems in
Melbourne. In fact they are in real-
ity part of the problem. Freeways
do not cure traffic congestion and
they are not a wise use of money,
resources or urban space.

New roads just continue to clog

Letters / Culture & Life

up with even more cars, when there’s
no other option for people to use.
And we lose further valuable parks
and gardens, residential space and
recreational areas. As well, carbon
dioxide emissions from cars and other
light vehicles in Australia produce 10
percent of our total emissions. We are
second only to the USA in this amount
of carbon production from cars.

The most sensible, viable and
long-term alternative, economi-
cally and environmentally is further
expansion and upgrading of public
transport, combined with bike and
walking tracks. Not building more
freeways saves society lots of money,
oil and other resources and cuts down
pollution and obesity and brings
other health, liveability and ecologi-
cal benefits.

Also, public transport creates
more long-term jobs. Promoting
more toll roads, like the East West
Link is merely continuing the same
old, discredited, backward ideologies
from the 1950s. We need to urgently
embrace wiser, farsighted and sustain-
able policies for today and for the

future that actually solves these prob-

lems. Most residents of Melbourne I

believe know the lasting solution to

traffic congestion is more and better
public transport.

Steven Katsineris

Vic

The good, the bad
and the missing

The phenomenal growth of the
Lock the Gate Alliance with
membership of 170 community
groups and thousands of individual
members is testament to the deep
concerns the broad community has
regarding land use conflict in NSW
and beyond.

The Alliance welcomes recent
state government land use policy
changes that include residential exclu-
sion zones from CSG and urges the
government to protect all the residents
of NSW no matter where they live.

Our member groups work togeth-
er to protect our land and water from
inappropriate mining and we believe
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there is much yet to do to restore bal-
ance in NSW.

Productive agricultural lands
that provide a sustainable future for
regional communities are still under
threat despite the Gateway process.
Measures to protect water catchments
and ground water are omitted.

Furthermore, additional min-
ing policy changes announced in
August that make the “significance
of the resource” the prime planning
consideration throw a cloud over the
work done to date.

We will be writing to the Premier
to express these concerns and to seek
more time for our member groups to
properly consider the policy changes.

The Alliance encourages member
groups to make their own comment
directly to the government and to con-
tact the Alliance in order to include
their information in the Lock the Gate
submission.

Phil Laird
National Campaigner
Lock the Gate Alliance

Cult

by

Rob Gow

When my wife and I bought our present
car, a second-hand Rav-4, we were a lit-
tle perturbed by the high mileage it had
already clocked up. But asking around
among friends and neighbours produced a
universal comment: “Oh, but it’s a Toyota”.
The implication was that vehicles built by
Toyota were better built than most others
and would therefore be able to knock up
a high mileage and still be in good shape.

I am not mechanically minded so I cannot
comment on whether this assessment of Toyota
is accurate or not. Over the years we have had
numerous vehicles, Japanese, European and
American, and they have all had their good
and bad points.

I took a small French car and a small
German car around outback NSW and South
Australia on two splendid motoring holidays.
But the air-cooled engine of the German car
was effectively ruined by the red dust of NSW.
Even then, both cars performed better than my
gas-guzzling Ford Fairmont. One month after
its 12-month warranty ran out, things literally
started to fall apart on it: the door handle, the
rear window, even the liberal amount of chrome
it carried. I was glad to get rid of the monster.

I had run up against the mainstay of the
auto industry, especially the US auto industry:
built-in obsolescence.

Cars can be made to last, but US cars
especially are made to be replaced. Every year
there is a new model with differently shaped
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tail-lights or a stereo system that plays music
when you tell it to, saving you the fatigue
of pressing a button. Each new model is
accompanied by an advertising campaign to
persuade drivers of the social, financial and
cultural necessity of “upgrading” to the new
model, even though there is nothing wrong with
the car they already drive.

This wasteful process is meant to keep the
US auto industry chugging along, meeting an
artificial “demand” that is purely illusory. For
as I said, cars can be made to last, and the place
that proved it is —ironically enough — the USA.

Have you ever noticed, while watching
US TV shows set in New York, just how many
yellow taxi-cabs there are? On a busy street
they generally outnumber all the other cars put
together. And they are all identical. You don’t
see some with fins and some without, some with
lots of chrome and some with none. No, they are
all clones of one another. The very opposite of
standard US auto industry practice. And there
is a sound economic reason for this: the Yellow
Cab Company makes its own taxis.

The Yellow Cab Company, like its
predecessor the Checker Cab Co, has its own
factory, manufacturing cabs for its own use. Its
cabs are made to last — there is no advantage to
the Yellow Cab Company in having its vehicles
fall apart in 12 months. On the contrary, the
longer they run without giving trouble the better.
Yellow Cab engines have been known to go
four times round the clock and still be running.

Unlike ordinary US cars, Yellow Cabs
are built high off the ground, to protect their
suspension from being damaged by New York’s
notorious potholes. Fashion is not a factor in
the cabs’ design so they are purely functional
in appearance, free of extremes like tailfins
or other adornments. They are all identical so
replacement panels are readily available. The
interior lining is not made of the usual pressed
cardboard, but steel, so damage from kicking
by unruly or drunken passengers is negligible.

The cabs are so well made and so
mechanically reliable that many passengers
have sought to buy them for private use, and
in fact the company yielded to these requests
and has made a number of its cabs (not painted
yellow, though) available for private buyers.
This is not the Yellow Cab Company’s core
business, however. That is still making taxis
for its own use.

Ironically, by rejecting built-in obsolescence,
relying on functionality in design and making its
cars to last, the Yellow Cab Company is actually
a model for the car industry under socialism.
The company is probably not in a position to
replicate an entire production line and sell a
fully-functioning “yellow cab” factory to a
socialist country. But the principles on which it
functions are available and certainly applicable
to not just the auto industry under socialism.

Because they are so well made, a Yellow
Cab is probably more expensive to produce than
a standard US car. But they last a lot longer, they

do not change every year so there is no R&D
cost to be factored in, and there is no massive
advertising budget to be added on the cost of
manufacturing.

So while the US auto industry is in an
economic decline, a decline that affects all the
car companies world-wide that imitate the US
industry, there is a potent lesson staring the
world in the face from the USA’s own Yellow
Cab Company, a lesson that shouts of the
advantages of manufacturing for use as opposed
to manufacturing for marketing.

The chaos and internal warfare that marks
capitalist production cannot — except in
exceptional circumstances such as at the Yellow
Cab Company — allow for the widespread
application of production for use. Only with
the rejection of “market forces” and their
replacement by a planned economy, can we hope
to see sensible, rational manufacturing practices
introduced on a widespread basis.

But even in those socialist countries that
have tried to establish a non-military auto
industry, the purchase of car factories from
the capitalist auto industry seems to me to be
ill-advised. Basic to those factories’ output is
built-in obsolescence, cheap production and a
relatively short life for the vehicle. Socialism
would be better off taking as its model the
Yellow Cab Company of New York, not for
their business practices, of course, but for their
manufacturing practices. &
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s I mentioned last week,

the British Sci-Fi adventure
Doctor Who has been around for half
a century, off and on. It died at one
stage but was revived by the BBC and
has gone on to bigger if not necessar-
ily better adventures.

Last week the ABC ran a puft-
piece from the BBC promoting the
show’s 50th anniversary. This week,
for a change, they are running the
first of four specials on the series
made in conjunction with BBC
America, under the title Doctor
Who: The Best Of The Doctor. The
first of these deals with The Science
Of Doctor Who (ABC2 Sunday
October 27 at 7.30pm) and features
a number of space scientists solemnly
lining up to express their confidence
that the more outré aspects of the
series — time travel, regeneration,
cyborgs, even the ever-so-useful
sonic screwdriver — are not only
feasible but actually inevitable. Their
speculating is supported by some very
preliminary experimentation, which
is nevertheless interesting. I drop off
however when they start to rabbit on
about “an infinite number of parallel
universes”.

Fans of the series will no doubt
find these specials over successive
weeks almost compulsory viewing.
Next week the subject is The Women
Of Doctor Who. 1 found the number
of American “experts” telling me

about this quintessentially British
series rather irksome, but that may
be just me.

here have been about 80 hand

transplants around the world,
but until December 2012 none in the
UK. A micro-surgery team at Leeds
General Infirmary were determined
to change that. Their quest for both
a donor hand and a suitable recipient
was filmed over a two-year period,
and the resulting film is intercut
throughout the actual operation to
attach the donated hand to their cho-
sen patient. The result is My New
Hand (ABC2 Sunday October 27
at 8.30pm).

Potential recipients for the new
hand were not in short supply, but the
list was narrowed down to four, and
we follow them through the fraught
process of medical and psychological
preparation for the historic operation.
For the lucky recipient it is also a life-
changing operation, a fact made very
clear by the testimony of the people
waiting and hoping for a new hand.

One of the people on the short list
ultimately decides not to struggle with
the effects of the anti-rejection drugs
and the endless physiotherapy and to
continue life with just one hand.

Medical procedure programs are
often compelling, but this one is more
compelling than most, partly because
they have picked up the story at such
an early stage, so that we have a
much more intimate knowledge of
the people involved than is customary.

hen anorexia became a

fashionably recognised
condition some years ago, it was
often blamed on the false body image
presented to teenage girls by thin
fashion models. That simplistic notion
has now been effectively disproved,
and the reasons for anorexia (and
its related cousin bulimia) are now
understood to be far more complex
and related to the sufferer’s personal
psychology.

In the documentary Desperately
Hungry Housewives (ABC2
Wednesday October 30 at 9.20pm)
four British women tell of their
struggles with the image of their

Worth Watching

Kirk Page as Peter and Noni Hazelhurst as Margaret — Redfern Now, series two,

(ABC1 Thursdays from October 31 at 8.30pm). (Photo: Mark Rogers)

own self-worth, or simply with the
ability to take control of their own
lives. Several mental conditions are
exhibited, including irrational fear
(of being thought fat), compulsive
behaviour (binging even when they
know they mustn’t), even a kind of
self-harm.

The significance of this program
is that by its intimate portrait of the
four women it makes the viewer
realise that these are real conditions
affecting normal, sensible and
intelligent people. These women
are not stupid nor are they merely
victims of consumerist society. Their
psychological problems manifest
themselves through a concern for
body image but like the food they
eat, avoid or vomit up, their concern
for body image is itself a symptom,
not a cause.

Redfern Now, the highly

acclaimed and frequently
gritty drama series written, directed
and produced by Indigenous
Australians, returns for a second series
starting this week (ABC1 Thursdays
from October 31 at 8.30pm).

The first of the self-contained
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episodes features Kirk Page as one
part of a gay couple who finds — after
his partner has a fatal accident — that
he must fight off a challenge by his
partner’s mother for custody of their
daughter. The estranged mother-in-
law is played by Noni Hazlehurst and
the episode is written and directed
by Adrian Russell Wills. This is a
highly accomplished series that won
numerous awards in its first season
last year.

Functioning on a much less

exalted plane, but no less
accomplished for all that, is Miss
Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (ABC1
Fridays at 8.30pm) which this week
ventures into the world of Australia’s
silent film industry. Films about the
silent era almost invariably do it a
disservice: they usually present it as
a time of grotesque melodramatic
acting, invariably silly plots, and
jerky photography. The reality was
very different.

This week’s episode of this
1920s-set crime series ticks all three
of the above boxes for clichéed
representation of the silent screen
period. Most egregious as far as |
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am concerned is the way the film
they are supposedly making (Bride
Of Babylon) is being photographed.
The director yells “action”, the cast
begin to emote, and the camera man
starts to turn the handle on his hand-
cranked camera. Oh please!

Silent films, almost by definition,
were visual. Only a few of them
were in colour, most were black
and white — but what B&W! Great
care and attention was given to the
photography of silent films. The
Australian feature The Squatter’s
Daughter was filmed by the great
Australian photographer Frank
Hurley. Cinematography in the
late ‘20s was luminous, awesome,
glorious.

Before an inch of film was
exposed, the scene was lit by men
who were artists with light and shade.
One does not expect a lightweight
series like Miss Fisher to present a
history lesson in the art of the silent
screen, but at least a token nod to
historical truth would have been
nice, given the subject matter of the
episode. &
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Greetings to
CPA 12th National Congress

Extracts from a selection of greetings to the CPA Congress were
published in last week’s Guardian. This week we publish further
extracts. The full text of these and other greetings can be found on
the CPA website in the section on the Congress — www.cpa.org.ou

Farabundo Marti
National Liberation
Front (FMLN)

The FMLN which is the party of
the Popular Majorities in El Salvador,
sends a very cordial, warm and revo-
lutionary greeting to the members of
the Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) on its 12th Congress.

El Salvador is going through a
very important stage with the govern-
ment led by President Mauricio Funes
and a coalition of forces which the
FMLN is part of. This coalition has
put the resource of the state to benefit
the popular sectors with a special his-
toric investment in education, health
and support to the families of small
farmers and small businesses,

This within the context of an
independent and sovereign political
exterior which seeks to re-establish
the accomplishment and the perma-
nent struggle objectives which are
democracy and justice for the whole
of society, particularly for those who
have been traditionally excluded and
marginalised.

Within that context we have
achieved important achievements in
education, health, economic growth
and human development, which is
reflected in the the economic recovery
that was a negative three percent when
power was taken in 2009.

We know that the CPA and the
Australian working class are facing
great challenges with the conserva-
tive right in power again, and, for
this reason, social forces and politi-
cal knowledge are required to keep
defending all the rights, lives and
well-being of the working class.

We wish with all our heart that
the popular struggle strengthens so
that the CPA takes on and carries out
its revolutionary role, promoting the
impulse to transform Australia into
a country that supports democratisa-
tion within and outside its borders,
contributing to the construction of a
just, democratic world of solidarity
that opens its way to a better future
for humanity.

Progressive Party
of Working People

(AKEL)

The Congress of your Party is
convened in the framework of difficult
conditions for the working class and
the peoples of the world. Humanity
is witnessing during the last years a
global economic crisis that constitutes
the clearest indication of the failure
of the capitalist system and the neo-
liberal policies that have intensified
this crisis. International imperialism
and the neo-liberal strategies of the

ruling classes in the most developed
capitalist countries conduct a great
attack against the rights of the work-
ing people.

In view of these great challenges,
the struggle of the Communist and
Workers’ Parties around the world
must be united and intensified against
capitalism and imperialism.

Cyprus is also a country that
has been a victim of imperialism
throughout the years. The solidar-
ity and support expressed by the
international Communist Movement
to the struggle of AKEL and Cyprus
for the reunification and ending the
39 years old occupation of the island
are always important to us.

Although Cyprus and Australia
are situated very far apart, we believe
that the enhancement of the bilateral
relations between our two Parties
will benefit both of us. We declare
our willingness to work towards this
direction in the framework of our
common goals and ideology.

Tudeh Party of Iran

Imperialism has tried to ensure
that all developments in the Middle
East take place within the context
of preserving its hegemony over the
huge resources and markets of this
strategically important region. The
policies and tactics of the US and its
allies take different forms but their
objectives are the same. The naked
aggression of imperialist forces and
their reactionary allies in the Middle
East was demonstrated in Bahrain,
Libya, and the tragic events in Syria.

In relation to Iran they have
tried to coerce the theocratic regime
to behave in a manner compatible
with the US strategic interests. The
devastating economic sanctions have
already destabilised the economy and
resulted in mass unemployment and
poverty. The US and the EU are now
pressing the regime to accept to oper-
ate within the context of their plan for
a “New Middle East”.

People in Iran are demanding and
campaigning for peace, democracy,
human rights and social justice. They
exploit every crack and space within
the ranks and structures of the regime
to advance their demands for peace
and progress. However, the regime
has proven itself incapable of accom-
modating any serious, fundamental
or sustainable social, economic or
political reform. In fact the regime
is busy trying to portray itself as an
effective force to guarantee security
and stability for imperialism interest
in the Middle East and West Asia.

We are convinced that despite
present difficult conditions, the pro-
gressive forces internationally will
succeed to defeat the forces of war
and exploitation and carry forward the

flag of the struggle for world peace
and social progress. We believe, as
millions of people around the world
cry, that “another world is possible”
—a world of peace and socialism.

Latin America Social
Forum (Sydney)

We wish you all the best in your
deliberations, debates and final reso-
lutions, convinced that they will be
successful and carried out with the
democratic participation of comrades
committed to the revolutionary strug-
gle of the working class, the motor
force of socialist-communist change
in Australia and the world.

We believe that the unity and
organisation of the working class,
students, academics, farmers, and
Aboriginal peoples is essential to
putting an end to the capitalist system,
responsible for the deaths of millions
of humans and of the environment.

The communist and working class
movement will never be halted on its
path to power.

CP Peoples of Spain
(PCPE)

The privatisation of the public
services and economic sectors which,
such as telecommunications, were
once state monopolies, the anti-labour,
anti-people and anti-trade union meas-
ures promoted by the government, led
to an erosion of social-democracy.
Under the pretext of the crisis and
the drop of prices in the international
market for Australian mining and
energy exports, the Conservative
government that will probably follow
the Labour government in the man-
agement of the crisis in the interests
of the monopolies, will undoubtedly
unleash new and tough blows against
the living and working conditions of
the working class of Australia.

The strengthening of the fraternal
CPA is necessary to expose to the
Australian working people the falsity
of any of the capitalist proposals to
manage the crisis and organise the
working class for the only way out
of the structural crisis of capitalism:
the seizure of power by the work-
ing class and the construction of
Socialism-Communism.

The Communist Party of the
Peoples of Spain salutes the
12th Congress of the Australian
Communists with the knowledge
that it will help the strengthening of
the Party of the working class for
leading the workers in their struggle
for an Australia without capitalism,
without exploitation of man by man,
for a socialist Australia.

CP of Chile (PCC)

The Communist Party of Australia
represents a strong part of the inter-
national fight to advance to society
with a view to achieving socialism
and to defend the planet from the
depredations of capitalism. Similarly,
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the trajectory of your party has been,
throughout its history, an important
mainstay in the defence of peace,
which is constantly under attack by
imperialism.

In Latin America, several coun-
tries have achieved progress in their
struggle for national independence
and development for the benefit of
their peoples. Some, like Cuba, are
upholders of their people’s dignity
despite the brutal and permanent
aggression maintained for over half
a century.

Others have started an independ-
ent process that has socialism as
its aim, such as Venezuela, Bolivia
and Ecuador. These countries are
seeking development in a manner
that confronts the dominance of the
empire. Across our continent there is
a mobilisation of workers, in which
we Chilean Communists participate,
which rejects the exploitation of
neo-liberalism.

Palestinian People’s
Party (PPP)

The 12th Congress of the
Communist Party of Australia is tak-
ing place in crucial moment where
the global economic crisis, threats
of wars especially in our region are
putting challenges in front of the
communist and workers’ parties and
other progressive forces.

We are sure that your Congress
will discuss these issues with high
responsibility and take decisions
which will strengthen the common
struggle for better future.

We also hope that your Congress
will give a special attention to the
struggle of the Palestinian People for
freedom and independent state within
the 1967 boarders with east Jerusalem
as its capital, and a fair solution to
Palestinian refugees problem accord-
ing to UN resolutions.

CP of Finland

Today Finland has an exception-
ally broad-based government, which
demolishes the Nordic welfare model,
subjects Finland to the EU-fiscal
compact and financial markets and
which has abandoned military non-
alignment. Finland also has a lot of
discontent with the government of

Katainen, but lacks a strong left-wing
alternative. The European Union is in
the deepest crisis of its history. Public
spending cuts driven by the Euro
elite only exacerbate the crisis. An
unprecedented mass movement has
risen up against this. The question of
an alternative to the European Union
is more topical than ever.

Comrades, it is not only a ques-
tion of wrong politics, but the prob-
lems that arise from the contradictions
of the capitalist system. This unites
our Parties in the class-oriented every
day struggle despite the geographical
distance that separates us. Speculative
money has replaced the real economy
and the people’s needs. Resources are
being wasted in wars and military
build up, while they are needed to
fight poverty, unemployment and
environmental disasters. All of this
raises the question of a different
development and of an alternative to
capitalism.

The Communist Party of Finland
wishes to support your struggle in
Australia. We consider your struggle
to be ours, too. In a comradely man-
ner, we wish you luck in strengthening
your Party and building the radical left
alternative to oppose the right-wing
politics of, austerity and capitalism.
We find ourselves standing firmly
together in the international front of
parties and organisations opposing
war over Syria.

Greetings were also received
from Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity (URNG),
Iraqi Democratic Stream, Iraqi
Communist Party, Partido
Komunista ng Pilipinas (PKP-
1930, the Philippine Communist
Party), Communist Party of Brazil
(PCdoB), Brazilian Communist
Party (PCB), Communist Party

of Russian Federation (CPRF),
Communist Party of Bohemia &
Moravia (KSCM), Workers’ Party
of Belgium (PTB), Communist
Party USA (CP USA), New
Communist Party of Yugoslavia
(NKPJ), Communist Party in
Denmark, People’s Progressive
Party of Guyana (PPP), the New
Communist Party of Britain,
German Communist Party (DKP).
See www.cpa.org.au for full text of all
greetings. @&
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