
Private schools buy 
sport stars

The 12th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of Australia was a sig-
nifi cant milestone for the Party. An exhaus-
tive process of pre-Congress discussion 
and preparation was brought to fruition. 
Congress lived up to its slogan, “Active and 
United for a Socialist Australia”. There was 
strong agreement on the political line of the 
CPA and Congress concluded on a note of 
unity and enthusiasm that bodes well for the 
task of building the Party to face the chal-
lenges ahead – challenges that have become 
more urgent with the election of an Abbott 
government. Delegates unanimously adopted 
the main document before Congress, the 
Political Resolution outlining the strategic 
path forward in the struggle against capital-
ism and for a socialist future in Australia.

In the months leading up to Congress, 
members in their Branches and at State and 
District conferences, spent hours discussing and 
drafting amendments to the Political Resolution. 
Members also had the opportunity to share their 
views and ideas party-wide by contributing to 
two discussion journals.

The work of the Party since its last Congress 
was fi nally on display and plans for the future 
presented to delegates and observers from 
around the country.

Public recognition
The tone for the Congress was set at the 

public event that kicked off the three days of 
discussion and deliberations. The multicultural 
Topraq Music Group sang a medley of Turkish, 
Persian and Arabic workers’ songs to the 
accompaniment of traditional instruments. 
Congress delegate Ovidio Orellana from 
Brisbane sang songs of protest from his native 
Guatemala. Kylie Salisbury of the Auburn 
Branch recited the famous Brecht poems 
Questions from a Worker who Reads and In 
Praise of Communism.

The theme of internationalism and 
solidarity was brought home with a very 
moving video greeting from the Peace 
Delegation of the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia – People’s Army (FARC-EP) 
currently negotiating an end to the armed 
and social confl ict in Colombia with the 
government of President Santos at talks in 
Havana, Cuba. The greeting can be seen at 
http://youtu.be/YFe56tF-ybs.

MC, Party President Vinnie Molina, 
introduced CFMEU NSW President Rita 
Mallia who congratulated the CPA on its role 
in strengthening workers’ resistance to the 
employer assault and declared her pride in her 
union’s long tradition of militancy and solidarity, 

including international solidarity. Rita wished 
delegates well in their important work.

CPA General Secretary Bob Briton’s speech 
expressed willingness on the part of the Party 
to work with others at the task of turning the 
calamitous neo-liberal agenda around. He 
pointed out that new forces will have to be 
brought into play against the monopoly assault 
on workers’ gains achieved over decades of 
struggle and that a union/community alliance 
would be a great place to start. He said the 
Party must step up and show leadership at this 
crucial time of economic and environmental 
crisis.

Michael Perth from the Port Adelaide 
Branch led the appeal for donations to the 
Congress Appeal. The result – donations and 
commitments of over $10,000 on the night – was 
another vote of confi dence in the CPA.

The evening ended with Auburn Branch 
member Sylvia Salisbury singing a moving 
version of Bread and Roses and leading a 
rousing rendition of The Internationale.

Firm commitment
The Congress heard a frank, self-critical 

report on the work of the outgoing Central 
Committee from the General Secretary. 
Education, communication and professionalism 
in its work and propaganda will be target areas 

for the Party over the next four years. The 
shortcomings mentioned in no way detract from 
the strong body of work done in the interests 
of workers and their communities by Branches 
since the 11th Party Congress.

More than 40 delegates took to the fl oor in 
general discussion on the Political Resolution 
and their work. This work in trade unions, 
among the youth, in support of people breached 
by Centrelink, with refugees in detention, on 
the environment and for the many concerns of 
residents in working class suburbs was clearly 
in evidence in delegates’ contributions. Some 
of these activities were refl ected in the great 
audio visual presentation put together by Blayne 
Welshe for Congress.

Congress identified the necessity for 
humility and patience in our political work and 
the need to be close to the people and build 
unity in the interest of developing the struggle 
for working class power.

An impressive display of materials used 
by the Battler Group, which successfully 
contested elections in the council area of 
Auburn in Sydney’s western suburbs, illustrates 
the necessity of consistent patient work. It has 
taken 12 years of hard work by Party and other 
members of the Battler Group to achieve the 
outstanding result.

There were some differences over the 

Party’s position on the likely stages in the 
struggle for socialism in Australia as set down in 
its Program. At the end of the debate, however, 
the Party united with an overwhelming majority 
in support of the current position, which is also 
contained in the Political Resolution adopted 
by Congress.

Bob Briton thanked outgoing Central 
Committee members, former General Secretary 
Hannah Middleton in particular. He also thanked 
former National Organiser Denis Doherty for 
his dedication and work.

Youth/leadership
Another very encouraging development 

coming from Congress was the formation of a 
network of younger members committed to build 
a national youth organisation for the Party. An 
initiative of young members in Sydney in recent 
times is to be built upon to attract young people 
to the ideas of Socialism and Communism and 
to help the Party get its message across to the 
youth of Australia.

It is a daunting task given the many 
distractions out there but the enthusiasm of the 
young people at their meeting held during the 
Congress and the report-back to the delegates 
shows great promise.

Continued on page 2
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PRESS FUND
So, the ALP has discovered democracy. Or at least the right-wing 
numbers people have given the appearance of it. Appealing to the 
membership to make a choice between Albanese and Shorten is 
hardly a “remaking” of the party. One can take it also as pure 
theatre. After watching all the backstabbing in the last few years 
(Rudd out, Gillard in, Gillard out, Rudd in) the impression meant 
to be conveyed was that all rifts, factions, murderous ambition 
have been resolved. At the end of the ballot for the leadership it 
appeared that Albanese and Shorten were on the verge of a hug for 
the cameras. Part of the Guardian’s task as educator, agitator and 
organiser is to see through such theatre and expose the truth. But 
we need your contribution to the Press Fund to do so. This week we 
offer our thanks to the following:
Mark Mannion $5, John Hale $20, R Girven $10
This week’s total: $35  Progressive total: $6,120

Labor’s new leader 
and lessons in democracy

Bill Shorten is the new leader of the parliamentary Labor Party. 
The new process for picking the leader – a Rudd legacy that involves 
potentially the whole membership of the ALP – has brought forth the 
former behind-the-scenes king-maker responsible for two previous 
leadership switches.

Despite the freshness and controversial nature of this history, 
Shorten will probably get a bit of a honeymoon in the corporate 
media. The Abbott government’s early gaffs are taking up a lot 
of their attention in any case. Shorten performs well where it is 
needed in monopoly-dominated electoral politics – in front of the 
TV cameras.

He is relaxed and smooth, with a light, authoritative-sounding 
touch. He is much more adapted to that part of the role than his 
leadership rival, the brawling debater Anthony Albanese. Trouble is 
most of the members picked Albo from the “left” and not Shorten 
from the right. Caucus voted 64 percent in favour of Shorten and 
so caucus trumps the membership’s choice. And there’s already 
complaints about the same old factional deals for the choice of the 
candidates and portfolio allocation and the use of right-wing union 
slush funds for Mr Shorten’s campaign.

It may be too early to tell what effect this electoral process will 
have on the morale of the Labor rank and fi le. Offi cial emails claim 
around 4,500 people have expressed their wish to join the party on 
the strength of the new willingness to listen to the membership. We’ll 
see how genuine the interest is further down the track. Something 
certainly needed to be done. The ALP has been haemorrhaging 
members and shedding sub-branches at an alarming rate. The defeat 
of the membership’s preferred candidate is not an auspicious start, 
though.

The party has studied itself in great depth in recent times and 
published parts of a report from Labor luminaries Steve Bracks, 
John Faulkner, and Bob Carr about its woes. It is hard to say, 
though, whether the current leadership polling method is in response 
to disaffection at the base or simply a way to stop the sort of blood-
letting and public humiliation that has accompanied modern-day 
leader changes. It is instructive that there is no talk yet of the 
membership determining policy for the parliamentary wing. Now 
that would be democratic!

Of course, Labor has its processes involving state and national 
conferences but they don’t appear to have had much effect on the 
rightward drift of the parliamentary party, either. Until this discon-
nect is repaired, it is hard to see how the spirits of Labor’s rank 
and fi le are going to get a long-term boost.

The Communist Party of Australia is a much smaller party than 
the ALP and attracts absolutely zero corporate support. It has a 
dedicated membership but, it must be conceded, its record at state 
and federal elections is extremely modest. Something we are very 
proud of, however, is the democratic centralist process by which 
we reach decisions and arrive at Party policy. It bodes well for our 
future growth.

We recently concluded our Party’s 12th National Congress in 
Sydney. The whole membership was involved in refi ning the policy 
documents that will guide the work of the entire Party for the next 
four years. Branch meetings, discussion journals, State and District 
Conferences were devoted to no-holds-barred debate on the draft 
presented by the Central Committee (CC). Any member or Party 
organisation was free to present an alternative during this process.

Delegates to Congress were elected by Party organisations. Any 
member with three years continuous membership was eligible to 
be elected to the incoming CC. Congress decided the number of 
members for the new CC which elects own offi ce bearers. There is a 
contest for leading positions in the Party but factions are forbidden.

It is unlikely Labor will look to the international Communist 
movement for inspiration on how to get its house in order. It’s not 
that sort of creature. The parliamentary wing of the ALP will con-
tinue to feel the greatest pressure from the same monopoly corporate 
interests that call the shots that matter for the Coalition, too. The 
membership will continue to be on the outer when the real decisions 
are made. They deserve better.

It was an outstanding result all round. The Opening 
Night of Congress was well attended. Everyone 
enjoyed the mouth watering food prepared by the 
Comrades in the Belyiannos Branch, the musical 
items from Topraq, Ovidio Orellano and Silvia 
Salisbury, and the reading of Brecht poems by 
Kylie Salisbury. And they listened attentively to the 
thought-provoking speeches. To top it all off, there 
was a fantastic response to the call by Michael Perth 
for contributions to the Special Appeal.

The funds raised will go a long way towards assisting 
with the costs of organising such an event and bringing 
Comrades to Sydney from around Australia. In addition we 
have received further contributions from several Guardian 
readers bringing the total in hand for the Special Appeal to 
$12,922.50. When two outstanding IOUs of $1,000 each 
come in, it will almost hit the $15,000 mark.

We thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts 
for their generous support. It means a great deal to the 

Party and without it we could not have held such a suc-
cessful Congress. In particular, thank you to this week’s 
contributors and those who gave so generously at the 
Congress opening:

Hans Noordewier $100, Sharyn Talbot $100, Con 
Kyriakidis $20, Themis Speis $50, Melbourne Branch 
CPA $1,000, Nic Dimopoulos collected from friends $300, 
Greek Resistance Fighters $100, Democritus $500, Friends 
of KKE $630, Nick Rawson $100, Max Callihan $100, 
Topraq Music Group $100, Craig Greer $100, Anna Pha 
$50, Iraqi Communist Party (Sydney) $100, Port Jackson 
Branch CPA $500, Lebanese Communist Party (Sydney) 
$100, Keith Headland $350, Tom Costa $100, South 
Australian State Committee CPA $600, Perth Branch CPA 
$500, Sydney District Committee CPA $1,000, Sydney 
Central Branch CPA $1,000, various contributors at the 
Opening $1,702.50.
This week’s total: 9,202.50
Cumulative total:  $12,922.50.

Congress Appeal – 
outstanding result

Union urges Electrolux 
to stay in Orange
Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) mem-
bers have been urged to join the 
NSW community of Orange in 
their fi ght to keep their largest 
employer from relocating produc-
tion of Australian fridges and 
freezers to Thailand.

The fate of 500 jobs at the 
Electrolux plant and hundreds more 
in the Orange region depends upon 
the company’s board in Sweden 
recognising the high quality of its 
research and production in NSW as 
suitable for its next generation of 
products, with a decision expected 
by mid-December.

A positive outcome would see 
the Orange plant – which makes 
a third of the freezers and fridges 
sold in Australia – gaining Swedish 
investment to expand production 
of Electrolux, Westinghouse and 
Kelvinator brands by a further 30 
percent.

That would include a big boost 
in exports to South East Asia.

But if the company chooses to 
put its investment into its plant in 
Rayong, Thailand, it would likely 
lead to winding down and closure 
of Orange from 2015.

The potential annual loss to 
the region in jobs and investment 
would be nearly $100 million dol-
lars a year – a catastrophic econom-
ic and social impact on the NSW 
Central West.

AMWU state secretary Tim 
Ayres said the Orange factory made 
about 400,000 fridges and freez-
ers of varying size each year for 
Australia, New Zealand and Asia.

It also had a world-class 
research and development centre 
with 44 expert staff.

Orange produces the highest 
quality products of any Electrolux 
plant worldwide, with repair rates 
far lower than overseas plants and 
remains profi table in the face of 
cheaper import competition.

“It’s crunch time for 
Electrolux,” he said.

“Now is the time to stand up for 
the local workforce and retaining 
the skills and expertise Australia 
needs. The company’s board need 
to know how strong our members’ 
case is.”

The union urged members 
to send a message of support for 
Electrolux in Orange directly to the 
chairman of the company’s board 
in Sweden, Marcus Wallenberg, 
via www.buildthemhere.com.au.

A decision could come at 
board meetings on October 24 or 
December 12.

Mr Ayres said the federal 
and NSW Coalition governments 
could likely secure the future of 
Electrolux Australia if they were 
prepared to co-invest $41 million as 
a contribution toward the factory’s 
upgrade.

The NSW government has put 
forward a package to Electrolux 
management but would not reveal 
whether this included $3 million 
in payroll tax relief the company is 
seeking.

“This is one of the clearest 
choices imaginable between the 
high road of an innovative, highly-
skilled, properly-paid workforce 
and the low cost road of cheap 
labour,” Mr Ayres said.

“It’s an investment in Australia 
selling the world’s most energy-
effi cient refrigerators into Asia, and 
that fi ts perfectly with the federal 
government’s emphasis on encour-
aging export industries.

“There’s no reason for not help-
ing this vital regional enterprise to 
fl ourish.”

Electrolux AMWU delegate 
Tony Cardwell said the local work-
force was anxiously awaiting the 
response from both the NSW and 
federal government.

“Our products are extremely 
reliable and competitive because 
we have a vastly experienced work-
force,” Mr Cardwell said.

“The community is acutely 
aware of the situation because 
Electrolux is Orange. I’m third 
generation here and everyone has 
a mum, an aunt, big sister or other 
family member who’s worked 
here.” 

Continued from page 1
At its fi rst meeting on the evening 

of Sunday October 6, Bob Briton was 
re-elected CPA General Secretary 
and Vinnie Molina was re-elected 
Party President. Other positions 
will be fi lled at the next scheduled 
meeting of the Central Committee on 
the weekend of November 2 and 3. 
Congress decided on a smaller Central 
Committee for the coming period with 
three new members from a wide range 
of backgrounds.

Thanks
Delegates gave long and loud 

applause for two special presentations 

on the last day of Congress. Party 
stalwarts Donna McLaren and Ina 
Heidtman received commendations 
for their decades’ long contributions 
to the Party and to the working class. 
Donna couldn’t attend for family 
health reasons and was greatly missed. 
Ina’s humble response to the award 
made a strong impression on the 
audience.

The work of holding a National 
Congress is detailed and taxing. The 
12th Congress was an outstanding 
success and testament to the power 
of the collective. Its committees and 
other volunteers ensured the smooth 
running of the gathering. Special 

mention should be made of the 
comrades of the Beloyannis Branch 
who provided the catering at no cost 
to the Party and the other volunteers 
from the Preparatory Committee who 
took charge of this crucial job. The 
use of the CFMEU’s excellent venue 
was another stand-out contribution 
that was greatly appreciated.

The importance of the Congress, 
aside from cementing the bonds 
between members from all over the 
country, is the promise it holds out 
for the improvement in the work 
of Communists in what are very 
challenging times in the history of 
Australia and the world. 

Active and United for a 
Socialist Australia!
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Many TV viewers realised with 
astonishment recently that the 
offi cial US America’s Cup entry 
was skippered by an Australian, 
that the rest of the crew came 
from various countries (including 
Australia and New Zealand), but 
that only one was actually a US 
citizen. Many of the components 
of the yacht were even made in 
New Zealand! 

The reason for this extraordinary 
state of affairs is that the America’s 
Cup authorities seem to regard the 
contest as one where the competing 
nations pay for the best crew members 
and resources, regardless of their 
place of birth or origin.

The idea that sporting contests 
should involve the best each nation 
can muster within its own borders, 
seems to have been completely 
dumped as a matter of commercial 
convenience.

Mind you, examples of this trend 
are available more readily with regard 
to sport in Sydney’s wealthiest private 
schools, paradoxically called the 
“great public schools” (GPS).

First buy 
your student …

Some Sydney private schools 
have been accused of effectively 
buying students who perform well at 
sport from other schools, by offering 
them scholarships or bursaries.

One teacher who has taught at 
both private and public schools told 
Fairfax Media that within 24 hours 
of the announcement of a junior 
state basketball squad, coaches from 
certain schools ring the families of 
the team members, offering the boys 
special places.

Tim Hawkes, headmaster of 
Kings School at Paramatta noted 
ironically, “Professionalism in school 
sport is creeping in as inevitably as 
bindies in a lawn.”

David Kirk, captain of the Rugby 
World Cup winning rugby team, has 
described the US-style competition 
to recruit sports-talented students 
as a sports “arms race” in which 

the schools “aggressively recruit 
and provide scholarships to the best 
rugby players they can fi nd. … this 
has severely and probably irrevocably 
undermined the integrity of the GPS 
First XV rugby competition.”

Lila Mularczyk, President of the 
NSW Secondary Principals Council, 
has asked private schools to stop 
offering special scholarships to state 
school students. She said: “It is 
unnecessary and unfair. It is not to 
the benefi t of any school community 
when particular students are targeted 
away from that system.”

Scots College, one of the wealthi-
est schools in Australia, is said to 
have received more than $5 million in 
government funding in 2011 last year, 
a sum thereby denied to state schools, 
while at the same time it offered 
scholarships to students from state 
schools, which were thus deprived 
of some of their best sports talent.

Five private schools have refused 
to organise basketball or rugby 
league matches with teams from 
Scots College, accusing it of having 
broken the private schools ethics 
code with regard to the offering of 
scholarships to talented students from 
other schools.

… then fatten him up
Scots College is also under a 

cloud because the school had accepted 
a rugby tournament scholarship from 
a sports nutrition company whose 
products promise “explosive gains 
in muscle size and strength”.

Its current director of sports sci-
ence, Tenzing Tsewang, was a close 
associate of Stephen Dank, now 
under investigation by the Australian 
Sports Anti-doping Authority, which is 
investigating the Australian Football 
League and the National Rugby 
League regarding the alleged supply 
of performance-enhancing drugs.

Three years ago the Scots College 
basketball team tied with another 
school to come equal last in the GPS 
championship. However, since then 
they have won every premiership, and 
have also leapt to prominence in foot-
ball and other sports. However, they 
deny that their astonishing success 
had anything to do with scholarships, 

and have refused to discuss the matter 
further, on the grounds of privacy.

Tim Hawkes commented: “Good 
sport is generative, it teaches that 
success is seldom achieved without 
effort …  But … when sport becomes 
an industry to support dodgy betting, 
when it breeds an illicit drug culture, 
when it encourages on-fi eld thuggery 
and off-fi eld debauchery, sport loses 
its value.

“… (It’s) unfair … when victory 
is not warranted by virtue of honest 
endeavour; or when winning occurs 
through the exploitation of advantage 
not accessible to others.”

However, the exploitation of 
advantage that’s not accessible to oth-
ers is the prime characteristic of the 
wealthy private school system. Says 
Tim Hawkes: “A victory purchased 
through imported talent; that leaves 
the home-grown boy a spectator at the 
fi nals is a tawdry victory, unworthy 
of its name.”

Long-term students and their 
parents certainly agree with him. 
Some have launched public attacks 
in the mass media on the school’s 
sports policies,

According to Fairfax media, a 

parent of one student has claimed 
that the Scots’ principal, Ian Lambert, 
“decided they should win a basketball 
tournament, so they went out and 
basically bought an entire team with 
scholarships and dumped the team 
that should have been in the fi rsts.

“It was the most appalling way 
to manage students and to force fee-
paying parents to subsidise the quest 
of one person.”

Another parent has stated that his 
complaint to school authorities about 
his son’s treatment was met with the 
brutal response: “This is the program, 
take it or leave it.”

The end result of the school’s 
sports policies may be that the 
school’s profi t level actually drops 
as parents transfer their children to 
other schools.

Meanwhile, Tim Hawkes himself 
has admitted that the practice of buy-
ing sporting talent is long-standing 
and widespread. He commented:

“ … most leading independent 
schools offer a few inducements to 
gifted sportsmen. I think it has ever 
been thus, and has occurred with 
suffi cient regularity, and to a similar 
level in most schools to be tolerated. 

However, every now and again one 
or two schools go over the top. This 
results in them needing to be brought 
into line.”

But that’s totally inconsistent 
with the GPs code of ethics, which 
unequivocally prohibits the practice of 
offering inducements “whether direct, 
disguised or at arm’s length.” It states: 
“Care should be taken to exclude from 
our schools practices which place the 
pursuit of victory above those aspects 
of sport concerned with enjoyment, 
balanced development and good 
sportsmanship.”

The practice of offering induce-
ments refl ects the corporate mentality 
that a business must do whatever it 
can get away with to achieve profi t 
maximisation. That mentality is 
endemic in the wealthy private 
schools, which despite their collective 
name have always sought to line their 
nests at the taxpayers’ expense, and 
probably always will, certainly under 
conservative governments.

To paraphrase on old saying: 
“Can the leopard change its spots, 
or the unrighteous education system 
its ways?” 
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Education Minister Christopher 
Pyne let the cat out of the bag 
last month regarding PM Abbott’s 
plans to abolish compulsory service 
and amenity fees at universities. 
He was quickly told to pull his 
head in when the Prime Minister 
copped fl ack from the National 
Party. As a result, Ministers are 
now required to get authorisation 
from the PM’s offi ce before making 
press statements.

The former Howard Coalition 
government had abolished compulsory 
student union fees, arguing that not 
all students support the politics of 
student unions. The impression given 
was that the fees were just used for 
political activity.

These funds were managed by 
student-elected councils. They were 
used by student unions to provide 
important support services to students 
including childcare, counselling and 
other student needs, meals, clubs and 
societies, cultural and sporting activi-
ties. They were an important part of 
campus life.

At the time Liberal Senator 
Barnaby Joyce crossed the fl oor, 
enraged over the impact it would 
have on sport in regional and rural 
areas where university teams played 
an important role. It took so-called 
Family First Senator Steve Fielding’s 
support to get the ban through the 
Senate.

When the fees were made volun-
tary by the Howard government, the 
impact was quite dramatic. For exam-
ple, the University of Technology, 
Sydney, reported a drop in income 
for student services from $6.2 million 
a year to $190,000. The university 
contributed another $500,000 from its 

operating budget. Like other universi-
ties they were concerned about the 
impact on students. The UTS was not 
the only university to divert funding 
from already under-resourced courses 
to ensure some services continued.

The impact on already struggling 
lower income students was serious. 
The children of the rich were not 
affected; they could afford higher 
prices that followed when subsidies 
were reduced.

The Rudd Labor government 
later restored funding for some serv-
ices through a compulsory Student 
Services and Amenities Fee, which 
could not be used for student union 
membership or political activities.

Apart from student union 
membership and possible student 
activism, there was another agenda 
behind the abolition. Elected student 

representatives had control over 
allocation of funding and provision 
of services.

The Liberals were keen to wrest 
control from students and contract 
out services to their private sector 
mates. The aim would then become 
profi t generation for multi-national 
corporations rather than cheap serv-
ices where the purpose was student 
needs, not profi t making.

The neo-liberal economics and 
ideology of the Liberal Party does not 
care one iota about those struggling 
to get an education. Students from 
working class backgrounds or women 
attempting to gain qualifi cations and 
return to the workforce after raising 
a family count for little.

National Party Senators, including 
Barnaby Joyce and Fiona Nash have 
expressed opposition to this latest 

move because of the detrimental 
impact it will have on regional and 
rural education. Joyce, in particular, 
reacted strongly.

Abbott appeared stunned by the 
strong reaction to Pyne’s announce-
ment, which it appears had not been 
cleared by the Prime Minister before 
its release. He publicly rebuked 
his Education Minister and tried to 
smooth over the public divisions 
within the Coalition.

But his attempts to counter Pyne’s 
statement fell far short of ruling it out 
as policy. “We are going to be a very 
busy and active government over the 
next years and this is not a priority for 
us and we have no plans for change 
in this area at this time,” Abbott said.

The only conclusion that can 
be drawn from his statement is that 
there will be plans at another time! 

He failed to say the Liberals will not 
do it, not that such a claim would 
mean much.

“The Prime Minister told the 
Australian people that he would lead 
a government offering no “nasty 
surprises, and no lame excuses”, 
Jeannie Rae, president of the National 
Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) 
said. “But within the fi rst month of 
government they have announced 
plans to roll back student access, axe 
services, dump the Student Services 
and Amenities Fee (SSAF) and cut 
funding to the sector by $2 billion. 
It is clear that the Coalition have had 
a hidden agenda on universities for 
some time.”

Pyne did promise a major over-
haul of universities. This is only just 
beginning.  

Cat out of the bag 
on education

PNG reneges on refugee deal
The seven West Papuan asylum 
seekers secretly returned from 
Boigu Island to Port Moresby in 
late September are now under 
guard at the hotel where they had 
been taken on their return.

The seven asylum seekers were 
placed under guard after a meeting 
with PNG government offi cials last 
week.

At that meeting, Immigration 
offi cials told them they will be 
taken to the isolated West Papuan 
camp, Kiunga, in Western Province 
close to the PNG border with 
Indonesia. There was no discussion 

of PNG processing their refugee 
claims.

The offi cials told them that 
UNHCR could process their claims 
in the camp, but the UNHCR does 
not have a presence at the camp, or 
indeed, in PNG.

“PNG simply has no mecha-
nism to process refugees and 
its reservations to the Refugee 
Convention means that even people 
found to be refugees cannot fi nd 
permanent protection in PNG. The 
West Papuans must be returned to 
Australia so their refugee claims 
can be properly assessed and they 

can be guaranteed the security they 
need,” said Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee Action 
Coalition.

“It is clear that PNG has no 
intention of processing their refu-
gee claims. [Immigration Minister] 
Scott Morrison fl icked the West 
Papuans to PNG to keep them ‘out 
of sight and out of mind’ to avoid 
any embarrassment with Indonesia. 
Now, the PNG government is fol-
lowing Australia’s lead and fl icking 
them to a remote camp.

“It is obvious that despite the 
MoU with PNG, there will be no 

assessment of the asylum seekers’ 
refugee claims. The MoU is a dip-
lomatic convenience for both PNG 
and Australian governments to sub-
vert the Refugee Convention and 
deny asylum seekers their human 
rights.

“The West Papuans have 
become the victims of Australia’s 
regional foreign policy arrange-
ments that prop up the anti-refugee 
policies of Operation Sovereign 
Borders.”

Meanwhile, fi ve Sri Lankan 
asylum seekers who spent a year 
on Nauru and were brought from 
Nauru to Curtin detention centre 
two months ago have been told they 
will be deported to Sri Lanka.

The fi ve asylum seekers have 
been on Nauru for around one year 
and have been in Curtin detention 
since mid-August. Some of them 
had initial interviews, but none 
have had refugee assessments on 
Nauru.

They have been given no rea-
sons for their removal from Nauru 
to the Curtin detention centre. 
When they arrived at the Curtin 
detention centre they were told 
that as they were now in Australia, 
whatever process had taken place 
on Nauru would be of no account, 
and that would be treated as if they 
arrived in Australia.

“This incident exposes the 

fi ction that the Nauru government 
is running the Nauru detention 
centre or making the refugee deter-
minations of those in detention on 
Nauru. It is a complete scandal,” 
said Ian Rintoul.

“It seems someone in the 
Australian immigration department 
is actually making the decisions 
about who is going to be processed 
and the circumstances in which 
they will be processed or not. Both 
the Nauru government and the 
Immigration department have some 
explaining to do – either Nauru 
is processing asylum seekers on 
Nauru or it is not.

“The Nauru government has 
already abandoned over 150 asylum 
seekers who have been assessed, 
but not told of the result of that 
assessment. They have been left 
rotting in appalling conditions in a 
bare tent encampment while they 
wait for the Nauru government’s 
decision. Tensions are again build-
ing inside the camp.

“But any asylum seekers 
brought to Australia from Nauru 
would be entitled to make an appli-
cation for protection in Australia. 
That is what we expect the 
Immigration department to allow 
the asylum seekers in Curtin to do – 
respect their rights and allow them 
to make and properly process their 
asylum claims.” 

Vic Williams was one of the best working class and communist poets of Australian 
literature. His writing came from a lifetime of struggle and experiences, in particular 
in industry and on the Fremantle waterfront.

Katharine Susannah Prichard wrote: “He fuses a passionate and sensuous vision 
of the earth he knows and loves with thought, direct and forceful, about everyday 
life and work of men and women. There is, I think, a high rare quality in Victor 
Williams’ poetry.”

Three Golden Giants and other poems contains some of his most popular poems. The 
lines: I do not live with a divided heart. One love, one aim, once class my loyalty … 
from “The Undivided Heart” are illustrative of the direct and forceful approach. In 
all there are 21 poems in the booklet, including “Delegate”; “Speak for Us, Pablo 
Neruda”; “Along the Waterfront”; and “My Baby Cries”.
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Tom Pearson

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s (IPCC) Fifth 
Assessment Report (AR5), Climate 
Change 2013: The Physical Science 
Basis, leaves no doubts as to the 
impact that human activity is hav-
ing on the climate and the rapidity 
of that change.

The IPCC is an intergovernmen-
tal body with 194 member coun-
tries, sponsored by United Nations 
Environment Program and World 
Meteorological Organisation. The 
report is the product of 209 Lead 
Authors and 50 Review Editors 
from 39 countries and more than 
600 Contributing Authors from 32 
countries.

The IPCC was established in 
1988, and from time to time pub-
lishes reports on topics relevant to the 
implementation of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Since then there 
have been four Assessment Reports, 
the last one in 2007.

The function of the IPCC is to 
assess on a comprehensive, objective, 
open and transparent basis the scien-
tifi c, technical and socio-economic 
information relevant to understanding 
the scientifi c basis of risk of human-
induced climate change, its potential 
impacts and options for adaptation 
and mitigation.

The full report, some 2,500 pages 
of text, draws on millions of observa-
tions and over two million gigabytes 
of numerical data from climate model 
simulations. Over 9,200 scientifi c 
publications are cited, more than three 
quarters of which have been published 
since the last IPCC assessment.

The authors have gone to great 
lengths to be as objective and accurate 
as possible in estimating possible 
scenarios based on the outcome of 
different levels of greenhouse gas 
emissions. In addition it has been 
subjected to extensive reviews by 
experts and member governments.

The report draws the conclusion 
that it is extremely likely (95 per-
cent) that human infl uence has been 
the dominant cause of the observed 
warming since the mid-20th century.

“Warming in the climate sys-
tem is unequivocal and since 1950 
many changes have been observed 
throughout the climate system that 
are unprecedented over decades to 

millennia,” the report states in its 
36-page Summary for Policymakers. 
(www.climatechange2013.org)

The report’s fi ndings are alarm-
ing and require urgent action on the 
part of all nations. They include the 
following:

Each of the last three decades 
has been successively warmer at the 
Earth’s surface than any preceding 
decade since 1850 …

The atmospheric concentrations 
of carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, 
and nitrous oxide have increased to 
levels unprecedented in at least the 
last 800,000 years. CO2 concentra-
tions have increased by 40 percent 
since pre-industrial times, primarily 
from fossil fuel emissions and sec-
ondarily from net land use change 
emissions. The ocean has absorbed 
about 30 percent of the emitted 
anthropogenic carbon dioxide, causing 
ocean acidifi cation.

Human influence has been 
detected in warming of the atmos-
phere and the ocean, in changes in 
the global water cycle, in reductions 
in snow and ice, in global mean sea 
level rise, and in changes in some 
climate extremes. This evidence for 
human infl uence has grown since the 
fourth Assessment Report in 2007.  It 
is extremely likely that human infl u-
ence has been the dominant cause 
of the observed warming since the 
mid-20th century.

Continued emissions of green-
house gases will cause further warm-
ing and changes in all components of 
the climate system. Limiting climate 
change will require substantial and 
sustained reductions of greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Global surface temperature 
change for the end of the 21st century 
is projected to be likely to exceed 
1.5°C relative to 1850 to 1900 in all 
but the lowest scenario considered, 
and likely to exceed 2°C for the two 
high scenarios.

Cumulative emissions of CO2 
largely determine global mean surface 
warming by the late 21st century 
and beyond. Most aspects of climate 
change will persist for many centuries 
even if emissions of CO2 are stopped. 
This represents a substantial multi-
century climate change commitment 
created by past, present and future 
emissions of CO2.

Heat waves are very likely to 
occur more frequently and last longer. 

As the Earth warms, we expect to see 
currently wet regions receiving more 
rainfall, and dry regions receiving 
less, although there will be exceptions.

It is very likely that the Arctic Sea 
ice cover will continue to shrink and 
thin and that Northern Hemisphere 
spring snow cover will decrease dur-
ing the 21st century as global mean 
surface temperature rises. Global 
glacier volume will further decrease.

As the ocean warms, and glaciers 
and ice sheets reduce, global mean 
sea level will continue to rise, but at 
a faster rate than we  have experienced 
over the past 40 years.

The report fi nds with high confi -
dence that ocean warming dominates 
the increase in energy stored in the 
climate system, accounting for more 
than 90 percent of the energy accumu-
lated between 1971 and 2010.

Climate Change 2013: The 
Physical Science Basis, is part one 
of the full Fifth Assessment Report. 
Part two is being prepared by Working 
Group II (WGII) on impacts, adapta-
tion and vulnerability and will be 
considered by the IPCC in Yokohama, 
Japan, on March 25-29, 2014. The 
third part, from Working Group III 
(WGIII), on mitigation of climate 
change, will go before the IPCC 
in Berlin, Germany, on April 7-11, 
2014. 

Climate change red alert

The public housing crisis in NSW has more than 120,000 peo-
ple waiting for public accommodation. Every person on the 
waiting list is eligible but many are missing out because of the 
tough two-strikes-you’re-out public housing policy. Community 
advocates say many elderly people or people with mental and 
physical disabilities are often offered accommodation which is 
not suitable for their needs – it may be in suburbs far removed 
from medical or social services they rely on or in places where 
other tenants are violent or abusive. A new report by the NSW 
Public Interest Advocacy Centre says that people with a his-
tory of mental illness are sleeping in cars and on the streets 
after being offered inappropriate public housing alternatives. If 
a person refuses two offers he or she is moved down the wait-
ing list. Some people wait for ten years for public housing.

Victorian fi refi ghters want more suburban staff trained in 
emergency medical response (EMR) skills. Their union 
is worried that the government and the Country Fire 
Authority (CFA) will not back a suburban rollout of the pro-
gram because of budget cuts. “Our members want this 
training. The program has been an overwhelming success 
and this could help save lives in Melbourne’s growth corri-
dors”, said United Firefi ghters Union secretary Peter Marshall.

Struggling Australian fruit processor SPC Ardmona is “risk-
ing going under”, according to SPC chief executive Peter 
Kelly, if the government does not give it $25 million prom-
ised by Kevin Rudd. The Shepparton-based business is one 
of the largest food-processing businesses in Australia. Local 
sales improved slightly as Coles, Aldi and Woolworths super-
markets switched to SPC Australian-grown home brands in 
place of cheap imports. Nevertheless last year SPC threw 
out $100 million of fruit it bought under contract from growers 
because it could not sell its product due to plummeting export 
and domestic orders. Mr Kelly called it “the most amazing 
waste of good food you have ever seen” – and it certainly was.

Newly released documents obtained under the Freedom 
of Information Act clearly indicate that Australian diplo-
mats and defence offi cials considered a ban on nuclear 
weapons to be incompatible with Australia’s reliance on US 
“extended nuclear deterrence”, which it is claimed “has pro-
vided security and stability in our region for more than 60 
years and has underpinned regional prosperity”. The docu-
ments provide a detailed account of how Australian diplomats 
worked behind the scenes to oppose international moves 
to open negotiations for a global nuclear weapons ban. At 
the same time, the government publicly expressed its sup-
port for a nuclear weapons-free world. The Australian director 
of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, 
Tim Wright, noted that “these declassifi ed exchanges between 
government offi cials clearly demonstrate that Australia’s talk 
of nuclear disarmament has been insincere and hollow”.

RMIT staff to strike for 
a new Enterprise Agreement
Classes were cancelled and services 
closed for 24 hours last week as 
RMIT University in Melbourne 
academic and professional staff 
went on strike for their new 
Enterprise Agreement.

Picket lines were established at 
various points around the campus, 
as after 14 months of negotiations 
staff demanded that RMIT senior 
management stop their delaying 
tactics and commit to a fair and 
reasonable Agreement.

Dr Melissa Slee, RMIT branch 
president of the National Tertiary 
Education Union (NTEU), the 
union that represents academic and 
professional staff, said: “The condi-
tions that staff are most concerned 
about are those that have the great-
est signifi cance to students and 
to the broader community. Senior 
management of RMIT University 
have refused to commit to an upper 
limit on teaching and teaching 

related duties. This is irresponsible 
for both staff and students. We are 
demanding manageable student 
staff ratios and fair time allocation 
for class preparation and teaching 
related duties.”

The NTEU is also demanding 
greater opportunities for secure 
employment for casual academic 
staff. More than 50 percent of 
undergraduate teaching in Australia 
is done by casual academics and 
RMIT University has amongst the 
highest rates of casualisation in 
the sector. The union says this is a 
disgrace. Casual academic staff get 
insuffi cient preparation time, train-
ing and support which undermines 
their ability to deliver the quality of 
education they would like, and that 
students rightly expect.

“Meanwhile, we have been 
offered a miserable 3% per annum 
pay rise which barely scrapes ahead 
of the cost of living. Our workloads 

have defi nitely increased more than 
3% in recent times and with more 
changes ahead the strain on staff 
will only intensify,” said Dr Slee. 
“Meanwhile, senior management’s 
own salaries continue to soar. Six 
senior executives at RMIT earn 
more than the Prime Minister. Last 
year they gave themselves a 6% 
pay rise and 10% the year before 
that.

“Management’s intransigence 
leaves us with little option but to 
dig in,” said Dr Slee. “We cannot 
allow the quality of education to 
suffer due to endless cost cutting, 
poor staffi ng levels and an over-
reliance on casual labour.  We 
also will not sacrifi ce the career 
prospects or health and wellbeing 
of hardworking staff in the sector. 
What we are demanding is fair and 
reasonable and best for the future of 
RMIT University.” 
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We are gathering in a situation that feels a 
bit like the lull before the storm. The corpo-
rate media is doing its usual contradictory 
thing of sensationalising the news while, at 
the same time, presenting an underlying 
message that everything is fi ne. That we 
are pulling back from the brink of war, 
that the economy, while it requires greater 
sacrifi ces from workers, is essentially on 
the mend, that we have plenty of time to 
deal with the climate emergency facing the 
planet and so on.

But I think everyone gathered here would 
agree that we’re not living through a “business 
as usual” phase of the development of capital-
ism, a time like any other. Certain extremely 
destructive consequences of the operation of 
capitalism are re-asserting themselves. Of 
course, I’m speaking here as a person from the 
developed world. The people of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America have had long experience of the 
savagery of un-adorned, unrestrained capitalism. 
But we need to address our circumstances and 
confront stark new realities.

Greece is, perhaps, the starkest reminder 
of the dangers present in the current crisis of 
capitalism. Stories of mass unemployment, the 
slashing of pensions and wages, the accidental 
suffocation of people burning rubbish inside 
their homes to stay warm; these stories have 
spread across the globe. Of course, the blame 
for the situation is put on the victims themselves 
for presumably having it too good for too long 
or for not working hard enough. This is a mes-
sage we are already used to hearing and it will 
become more frequent as the full force of the 
crisis hits Australia.

We will have to fi ght hard to prevent such a 
development, i.e. the growth of fascist forces in 
this country. We need to commit ourselves in a 
way that recognises that we are at a crossroads. 
We can’t afford to let the situation involving our 
rights at work and other human rights, our rights 
to health, education and other services, our right 
to a clean environment and other rights slip any 
further. If we do, we will inevitably arrive at 
the point the people of Greece fi nd themselves.

Before I move on from the situation in 
Greece I would like to pay homage to the 
resistance of the people of that country. I draw 
considerable inspiration from their endurance 
of engaging in over 20 general strikes in the 
past two years and I admire greatly the role of 
the Communist Party of Greece in leading the 
fi ght-back by the working class of Greece. I 
would like to pay homage to the spirit of resist-
ance of the people of Latin America – of Cuba, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador and others – to the 
people of South Africa, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Laos, Vietnam and China for 
holding fast to their sovereignty and pursuing 
their own path to development.

Most people in this room, I think, are 
expecting a sharp turn for the worse with the 
recent election of the Abbott government. People 
are imagining all sorts of ways to face the 
onslaught. Discussions are taking place about 
the best way to work together to turn back these 
attacks and to press forward. In this process of 
discussion and organisation, the CPA will press 
for a new, independent agenda where the needs 
of workers and other exploited people are the 
only consideration.

Imagine ...

Before I go any further, I’d like to carry out 
an exercise with you. I’d like you to imagine a 
very different Australia. It’s still Austra lia; we 
don’t want to get too fanciful.

In this new Australia, the government has 
a program for the socialisation of the leading 
heights of the economy. So do our trade unions, 
which are now active, well represented organi-
sations in the workplace in many if not most 
sectors. There is full employment.

Land rights are on the agenda. Health is 
free as is public education. Wages, pensions 
and benefi ts are decided centrally and pegged 
to increases in the real cost of living at least. 
These have all been signifi cantly increased. The 
wages share of GDP has expanded rapidly and 
the profi ts share is being reigned in.

It may not be in legislation but in practice 
there is a right to strike. The working week is 
getting shorter. The 35-hour full-time working 
week is being discussed.

There are controls on the exchange rate 
of our currency. There are tough restrictions 
on foreign investment and the government is 
arranging to buy out transnationals that are 
turning the country into a quarry. There are 
plans to take over the big banks.

We are moving to an independent foreign 
policy. We are strengthening ties of friendship 
with Vietnam and People’s China. The govern-
ment is moving to take control of US bases in 
the country and to wrap them up completely. 
We are welcoming refugees to our country in 
unprecedented numbers and establishing them 
in the community. Racism is being legislated 
against.

Reality
I’d like to bring you back to the present. 

Sorry about that. On this occasion, the exercise 
might have been easier for the older members 
of the audience. That’s because each of those 
features of my imaginary Australia either existed 
or was on the political agenda of the ALP and 
the ACTU 30 years ago. It is a very sobering 
exercise to make a list of the gains made by 
workers through long decades of struggle and 
to realise a large percentage of them no longer 
exist.

People, including many workers subjected 
to the unrelenting propaganda of the capital-
ists, began to believe there is no alternative to 
monopoly-dominated markets and capitalist 
dominated parliaments. I mentioned before that 
people across the planet are fi ghting bravely 
to break out of the grip of imperialism and to 
maintain the sovereignty of their countries. 
We’ve seen mass protests including the Occupy 
Movement.

But I think just about all of us would con-
clude that, as we gather for this 12th Congress 
of the Communist Party that our vision of a 
better Australia and a better world is not cutting 
through. It is not real to people. By and large, 
while most people wouldn’t argue that peace, 
full employment, protection of the environment 
and so on aren’t desirable, they are mostly 
convinced that they aren’t achievable.

“Where’s the money going to come from?” 
“We need the US alliance in case there’s trouble 
in the region.” “If we don’t have coal mining and 

fracking, where are the jobs going to come from 
and where are the revenues going to come from 
to provide services? They are already crumbling 
for lack of funds.” “If corporations operating in 
Australia have to pay top wages, provide good 
conditions and maintain world best practice 
safety standards, they can’t compete with low 
wage centres.” “If we leave our borders open 
to refugees we won’t have jobs for ourselves 
and our kids.”

I hope I don’t have to persuade anyone in 
this room on those questions and the error of 
those attitudes. The Party and other sections 
of the left has written extensively on each of 
those issues and more and sought to mobilise 
people around progressive solutions. My point 
is that those prejudices, planted and nurtured by 
the capitalist class, are extremely widespread 
among the people we would like to see organise 
to defend and advance their own interests.

A solid proportion of the electorate is 
cynical and disengaged from the parliamentary 
political process. That’s true. But an overwhelm-
ing majority of them continue to vote for parties 
that pursue policies based on the anti-people, 
neo-liberal agenda that gives rise to the questions 
and statements we all encounter in the course 
of our political work.

Before I go on, I would like to point out 
something I’m sure we are all aware of – there 
are still, after all these years, good people 
fi ghting the good fi ght in the ALP. We all 
know them; the true believers who want more 
left-leaning people to join the ALP and change 
it into something it’s not and has never been. 
They are stalwarts of their unions and activists 
in their communities. They are our friends and 

allies. I mean no disrespect to these salt-of-the 
earth brothers and sisters.

In the offi ce of the Party … I picked up 
The Sydney Morning Herald of September 
28-29. It’s a story about the report from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
It says, among other things, that temperatures 
may rise by between two and four degrees by 
the turn of the century. Sea levels are set to rise 
between 26 and 81 centimetres, by then causing 
untold human misery.

The title of the story is: “Evidence is there, 
so what are we waiting for?” What a great 
headline and what a good question. We could 
point to a long list of problems crushing down 
on the people of Australia and the world.

Trillions are wasted on the military while 
people don’t have food and shelter. “What are 
we waiting for?”

People are dying from preventable diseases 
because they can’t afford medicines controlled 
by Big Pharma. “What are we waiting for?”

People in rich countries like our own suffer 
in pain for months and months for operations 
in public hospitals while billions are wasted on 
the Private Health Insurance Rebate to prop up 
private hospitals. “What are we waiting for?”

Research on alternative energy is starved for 
funds while profi t-gorged coal mining companies 
continue to get billions extra from the diesel 
fuel rebate. You get the idea.

The reason we appear to be waiting is we 
have been confused and divided by the people 
who profi t from the status quo – the international 
capitalist ruling class. I think another reason 
is the Communist Party in this country is too 
small and doesn’t exert enough infl uence in the 
movement. If I could put in a plug here, if you 
have been looking around for a place to invest 
your passion for social justice, to see your 
energies amplifi ed you will be welcomed in a 
spirit of comradeship and encouragement into 
the Communist Party of Australia.

Alliances
But I repeat, we are willing to work with a 

broad range of organisations and, in that proc-
ess, try to forge an alliance of forces to achieve 
a government of a new type that, with mass 
support in the workplaces and communities 
throughout the country, will start to roll back 
the corporate agenda, limit the dominance of 
the monopolies and extricate us from the war 
fi ghting strategy of the US and its allies and take 
action to save the planet and the environment.

A people’s vision for Austra

CPA General Secretary Bob Briton. (Photo: Anna Pha)

One of the highlights of the opening night of the CPA’s 12th National Congress was the 
address given by CPA General Secretary Bob Briton in which he presented a vision for 
a better Australia and the path to achieve that goal. The following are excerpts from his 
speech.

... we are willing to work with a broad range of 
organisations and, in that process, try to forge an 
alliance of forces to achieve a government of a new 
type that, with mass support in the workplaces and 
communities throughout the country, will start to roll 
back the corporate agenda ...
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The 12th Congress of the Communist 
Party of Australia held on October 4-7, 2013 
joins the millions of voices around the world 
in the struggle for the freedom of the Cuban 
Five. Congress delegates express their soli-
darity with the Five Cuban men on the 15th 
anniversary of their unjust incarceration for 
fi ghting against terrorism aimed at the people 
of Cuba.

The Cuban Five are political prison-
ers who were kept in solitary confi nement 
for 17 months and denied family visitation 

rights. They had been sentenced to long sen-
tences from 15 years to double life imprison-
ment plus 15 years, in the case of Gerardo 
Hernandez.

We note the decision by US Courts 
ordering the State Department to hand in 
crucial information about payments made to 
journalists by the US government to damage 
the image of the Cuban Five and infl uence 
public opinion before and during their trial in 
Miami.

We join the international demand that 

President Obama use his powers and free 
them immediately.

Congress delegates also call on President 
Obama to grant Adriana Perez a visa to visit 
her husband Gerardo Hernandez who has 
been unable to see him for 15 years. The 
Cuban Five must be able to exercise visita-
tion rights.

Congress delegates pledge to continue 
their campaign for their freedom and return to 
Cuba where their families await them.

Cuban Five

alia

A community/union alliance is a very good 
place to start. It would be a major new front 
on which to fi ght back against the neo-liberal 
agenda. The CPA would support that to the hilt. 
In fact, its only reservation or regret is that it 
doesn’t have more to bring to the table right 
here and now. One of the tasks of Congress this 
weekend is to work out how we can build the 
CPA to achieve this goal: “Active and United 
for a Socialist Australia”. It is time for us to 
step up and show more leadership.

There has been discussion in other sections 
of the left recently about organisational unity 
of parties and organisations on the left. A spirit 
of cooperation and unity in action is a good 
thing. But the CPA remains convinced that a 
distinct, Marxist-Leninist Party is necessary 
in Australia as it is elsewhere. The movement 
brought together to achieve change will be 
diverse but the Party must be clear about what 
direction it would like to see the movement 
go. That’s toward socialism as quick as it is 
humanly possible to get there.

The time has arrived to make all those 
connections, create the structures and wage the 
struggles to stop the Abbotts of this world in 
their tracks. I’m sure it’s on a lot of people’s 
minds tonight – what sort of Australia will we 
have after a term of an Abbott government? 
I suppose I shouldn’t personalise it. I should 
describe it as the next phase in the plans of the 
capitalist class to rob the Australian people of 
their collective legacy.

What will the “end of the era of entitlement” 
look like for the unemployed and pensioners? 
What will crime rates be like among marginal-
ised people trapped in under-serviced neglected 
areas? What extra humiliations and hazards will 
people face in their workplace? What will the 
fate be of the people seeking sanctuary in our 
country from the wars, rising oceans and other 
disruption cause by our government and ones 
of a similar stripe?

I don’t want to fi nd out and I don’t think 
you do either. Let’s go out from here, and com-
rades from my Party, let’s leave our Congress 
on Monday with the conviction that this rather 
daunting period will go down in history as the 
beginning of the end of the old politics of hatred, 
exploitation and division and the beginning of 
a new era of solidarity, peaceful co-existence, 
independence and possibilities.

The full text is available on the CPA web-
site www.cpa.org.au in the section covering the 
Congress. 

The 12th Congress of the Communist 
Party of Australia held on October 4-7, 2013 
expresses its solidarity with the people of 
Colombia.

Congress deleg ates are aware of the struggle 
of the Colombian people for self-determination 
and their second independence.

The Colombian ruling class closed all the 
political spaces for the free participation of 
the people forcing them to adopt all forms of 
struggle including the armed struggle.

For more than 50 years the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, Peoples Army 
(FARC-EP) have fought against imperialism 
and for self determination.

The end of the armed confl ict is an imme-
diate demand for the people of Colombia 
forcing the Colombian government to the 
peace talks with the FARC-EP in Havana, 
Cuba.

The FARC-EP on behalf of the 
Colombian people seeks to fi nd a political 
solution to the confl ict by political means. 
This is to fi nd a solution to the causes of the 
war to achieve peace with social justice.

The FARC-EP has shown political will 
by expressing their decision to work in the 
interests of the people of Colombia to open 
political spaces allowing left and progressive 
forces to freely organise and exercise their 
right to govern.

The FARC-EP called for a unilateral 
cease-fi re and invited the Colombian govern-
ment to follow suit for a bilateral cease-fi re 
creating better conditions for peace talks. 
The Colombian government has not shown 
political will, continuing the war against the 
people, aiming at a military “solution”.

The armed confl ict determines all govern-
ment policies and actions for a quick military 

“solution” to the confl ict working against the 
will of the people.

The armed confl ict has also resulted in 
more than 10,000 political prisoners taken 
into custody in inhumane conditions on 
trumped up charges and sentenced to long 
prison terms.

Congress delegates call on the govern-
ment of President Santos to release all 
political prisoners and to agree to a bilateral 
ceasefi re.

Congress delegates gathered at this 
Congress send warm greetings of solidarity 
to the FARC-EP who struggle for peace in 
the mountains of Colombia and to the Peace 
Delegation in Havana, Cuba, wishing them 
every success in their efforts for peace with 
social justice.

Peace Process in Colombia

The independent nation of Syria has been 
the target of an armed intervention by the 
imperialist powers since March 2011.

This intervention, initiated by the United 
States with the active connivance of its key 
NATO allies, United Kingdom and France, as 
well as Saudi Arabia and Turkey, with Israel 
playing a key behind the scenes role, has tried 
to take advantage of the confusion created by 
the widespread revolt throughout the Middle 
East and North Africa, known as the Arab 
Spring and has been long planned.

Its aim is to take out a key member of 
the resistance to imperialist domination in 
the Middle East and Central Asia, enabling 
further gains to be made by US imperialism, 
with Iran as the next key target and with the 
risk of an unstoppable drift to generalised, 
open war.

Closely related to this objective is to take 
out a secular, progressive regime that may 

inspire further revolt against the reactionary 
regimes in the region propped up by 
imperialism.

Syria has been a consistent supporter 
of the Palestinian cause; it has provided 
refuge for millions of Iraqis and others who 
have been displaced by other imperialist 
inspired wars in the Middle East. It has well-
established public health, education, childcare 
and housing programs, as well as nationalised 
key sectors of its economy. It is a society 
that has practis ed religious tolerance and 
supported women’s equality. It is largely a 
modern society.

Above all, a process of democratic 
reform was already underway when the 
proxy Islamist forces, paid and armed by 
US and NATO and the rich Gulf states, were 
unleashed on the Syrian people.

There is no popular revolt in Syria; there 
is no sectarian civil war. If either of these 

factors was playing out on the ground of the 
Baathist regime, which reports itself as a 
socialist regime under international pressure 
to carry out neo-liberal economic reform, it 
would have collapsed a long time ago.

The people, workers and their parties 
throughout the world have a duty to defend 
the Syrian people from the predatory 
practices of imperialism – Syria’s future 
should be for the Syrian people to decide.

On October 13 there are rallies, 
demonstrations and other events throughout 
the world calling for “Hands off Syria!”

We call on the Prime Minister of 
Australia Tony Abbott and the Foreign 
Minister Julie Bishop to support this and 
other actions in solidarity with the Syrian 
people and against the fomenting of open or 
clandestine war in the Middle East.

In Solidarity with the Syrian people

That the 12th National Congress of the 
CPA commemorates and celebrates along 
with the Irish working class the occasion of 
the centenary of the great lockout of 1913.

The struggle around the great lockout 
gave the working class of Ireland the means 
and strength to join and win unity to belong 

to the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union and to form the Irish Ci tizen Army 
to protect the working class against police 
attacks and the murderous activity of scabs.

It gave the Irish working class the 
ideological strength to participate as equals 
in the struggle for a socialist republic 

alongside the Irish Republican comrades in 
1916.

We also remember the great leaders 
of the Irish working class: Jim Larkin, 
James Connolly, Sean O’Casey, Countess 
Markievicz and Delia Larkin.

Great Lockout of 1913 (Ireland)

CPA 12th National 
Congress Resolutions
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Steven Katsineris 

After 100 days on hunger strike 
four of the fi ve Palestinian hunger 
strikers with Jordanian citizenship 
suspended their strike when the 
Israeli Prison Service agreed to 
allow family visits for the fi rst 
time. Some of them have not been 
allowed to see their families for 
13 years.

Two months later however, Israel 
has reneged on the deal with not a 
single prisoner being allowed to see 
their family. The father of Jordanian 
prisoner Abdullah Al-Barghouti is in 
a critical condition in hospital with 
only one wish – to see his son before 
he dies. The Jordanian government 
for its part has been complicit with 
Israel, in not pursuing the rights of its 
citizens. So the families have been left 
in limbo, their hopes now rest with the 
sole remaining Palestinian/Jordanian 
hunger striker Alaa Hammad.

With Israel restricting information 
on Alaa Hammad most of what we 
know is two months old. At the time 
Alaa Hammad had already lost around 
30 kilograms in weight whilst others 
had lost their ability to walk and were 
confi ned to wheelchairs. It was a tor-
turous 100 days with the Israeli Prison 
Service putting immense pressure on 
the men to stop their strikes.

Also Mohammad Al-Rimawi, 
who suffers from a heart disorder; 
sometimes his heartbeat is 125 and 
sometimes it drops to 50 beats per 
minute. He was denied his medicine 
by the Israeli Prison Service until 
he agreed to stop his hunger strike. 
The day before he stopped – on his 
99th day without food, fi ve soldiers 
shackled his hands and legs and threw 
him from his hospital bed to the 
ground and began savagely beating 
him with not a single Israeli doctor 
or nurse coming to his defence. The 
offi cers told Mohammad Al-Rimawi 
that they can treat him with violence 
and force with impunity because of 
lack of international attention on him 
and in particular Jordan, who will not 
lift a fi nger to help him.

Two weeks before, on June 26, 
the Israeli guards had brutally attacked 
Abdullah Al-Barghouti, again whilst 
he was in hospital – they dragged 
him from his hospital bed to the 
concrete fl oor and kicked him in the 
face leaving him bleeding. When a 
lawyer visited him on August 7 his 
condition remained critical, with 
problems with his liver, low blood 
pressure and constant migraines. 
Unable to walk, he is left shackled to 
his bed with threats of force feeding 
should he fall into a coma.

Under these conditions it was 

a miracle that the other prisoners 
managed 100 days of hunger strike. 
That in itself was their victory. The 
defeat was ours – the prisoners gave 
activists around the world 100 days to 
mobilise and pressure the Jordanian 
government into action, but we failed 
them. The hunger strikers confi rmed 
this saying that lack of international 
attention was the primary reason why 
the hunger strikes ended.

Now the only Palestinian/
Jordanian prisoner still on hunger 

strike is Alaa Hammad and his con-
dition is very precarious. On August 
5 Hammad fainted and remained 
unconscious for fi ve hours, ignored 
by the Israeli doctors. After fi nally 
receiving treatment Hammad regained 
consciousness.

Currently there are 26 Jordanian 
citizens that Israel has confi rmed are 
in its prisons and another 21 missing 
which Israel has not accounted for. 
There are also unmarked “numbered 
graves” of Jordanians who have died 
in Israeli prisons.

One of the 26 is the child prisoner 
Mohammad Mahdi Saleh Suleiman. 
Now 17 years, old he has been caged 
for over six months already; he is 
the youngest Jordanian in an Israeli 
prison. He has been severely tortured 
at Al Jalame Prison – the notorious 
Israeli children’s dungeon. One of 
the missing 21 Jordanians is Laith 
Al-Kinani; he has been missing for 
six years. Mohammed Mahdi’s father 
and Laith’s parents have protested 
everyday for the last three months in 
front of the Jordanian Parliament and 
Royal Palace with no response from 
the government.

There have been over 90 dem-
onstrations in Jordan by the families 
of the prisoners – elderly mothers 
standing in the burning sun, at several 
protests each day! As well even a 
22 kilometre solidarity march from 
one city to another. All of this fall-
ing on deaf ears with the Jordanian 
government shamefully abandoning 
the prisoners and according to some 
accounts even pressuring the prisoners 
to give up their hunger strike.

Terrifi ed by the iron will of the 
families and friends of the hunger 
strikers to relentlessly carry on pro-
testing everyday and the support and 
respect they garner in wider society 
and the resulting momentum building 
up to end the state’s total submission 

to every whim of the Zionist enemy, 
the Jordanian security services have 
come down very hard on the protest-
ing families. Family members have 
been threatened with arrest if they 
persist to champion their loved ones 
in Israeli dungeons.

They dragged away a 16-year-old 
boy, a nephew of one of the hunger 
strikers, to prison and locked him 
up for three days – his crime was to 
hand out a leafl et about his uncle’s 
imprisonment in an Israeli prison. On 
another occasion, wearing military 
camoufl age uniforms that have never 
seen service on the enemy front line, 
the security forces with batons drawn, 
attacked a peaceful protest with plain 
clothed security service personnel 
cowardly targeting hunger striker 
Muneer Meree’s brother, assaulting 
him before disappearing back behind 
the uniform lines.

It is with this backdrop of intimi-
dation that the families and campaign-
ers in Jordan courageously, at great 
personal risk to themselves, have 
asked for help to internationalise the 
campaign by protesting in solidarity 
with them.

Please spread this information and 
support the protests in solidarity with 
the Palestinian/Jordanian prisoners, 
to assist Alaa Hammad’s contin-
ued hunger strike and for the child 
prisoner Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
Suleiman and for the missing son 
Laith Al-Kinani and for the release 
of all the other Palestinian political 
prisoners. Please do what you can to 
publicise this struggle and help the 
prisoners. Let’s not fail them, please 
join in exposing Israeli human rights 
abuses and supporting the just struggle 
of the Palestinian political prisoners.

For more information contact- 
Samidoun: Palestinian Prisoner 
Solidarity Network.
samidoun.ca 

International

Urgent appeal for political 
prisoners in Israeli jails

Libya: 
America’s new playground
Scott McPherson

Those Libyans – they sure are 
ungrateful. One would think that 
after having been bombed into 
chaos by NATO warplanes, and 
left to watch their country fall 
increasingly into the hands of 
radical Islamist guerrilla groups, 
the country’s new leaders would 
be a little more appreciative of 
Western governments’ ability to 
wield power at will.

Instead, they’re learning what it 
means to be a satrap of the US.

According to a report on MSN.
com, Libyan offi cials are “bristling” 
over a recent US special forces raid 
in Tripoli that resulted in the cap-
ture of Abu Anas al-Libi, an alleged 
extremist suspected of involvement 
in the 1998 embassy bombings in 
Kenya and Tanzania.

Secretary of State John Kerry 
boasted after the raid that “this 
makes clear that the United States 
of America will never stop in the 
effort to hold those accountable 
who conduct acts of terror.”

The Libyan government sees it 
differently:

“In a statement Sunday, the 
Libyan government said it asked the 
US for ‘clarifi cations’ about what it 
called the ‘kidnapping’, underlining 
that its citizens should be tried in 
Libyan courts if accused of a crime. 
It said it hoped its ‘strategic part-
nership’ with Washington would not 
be damaged by the incident.”

A New York Times report paints 
a grimmer picture:

“Libya’s fragile interim govern-
ment condemned the United States 

on Sunday for what it called the 
‘kidnapping of a Libyan citizen’ 
from this capital city a day earlier, 
and Libyan lawmakers threatened 
to remove the prime minister if the 
government was involved.” 

Such strong language suggests 
that all is far from well in Libya, an 
image confi rmed by MSN’s candid 
description of conditions there:

“Libya’s central government 
remains weak, and armed militias – 
many of them made up of Islamic 
militants – hold sway in many 
places around the country, including 
in parts of the capital. Amid the tur-
moil, Libyan authorities have been 
unable to move against militants...
Libyan security offi cials themselves 
are regularly targeted by gunmen. 
The latest victim, a military colo-
nel, was gunned down in Benghazi 
on Sunday.”

Clearly the Libyan government 
is walking a tightrope. While it 
struggles to maintain control even 
in its own capital, actions like this 
by the US government exacerbate a 
fragile situation; jihadists will hap-
pily exploit American arrogance to 
further destabilise an already weak 
government and consolidate their 
control.

After the raid, dozens of mem-
bers of the Islamic group Ansar al-
Sharia, which is known to have ties 
to violent militias, protested with 
black fl ags in Benghazi, denounc-
ing the abduction and criticising 
the government. Militants have 
already vowed revenge against the 
government.

“[S]ome Libyans angry at the 
raid expressed exasperation at their 

government’s failures to bring any 
measure of security to its people,” 
reports the Times, adding that the 
Libyan government “has been 
unable to fi nalise a system to elect 
a constitutional assembly, to ensure 
the fl ow of oil that is the lifeblood 
of the Libyan economy, and even to 
protect its own government build-
ings from periodic siege by armed 
militias.”

There are even “fears of a col-
lapsing state.”

At the same time, this weak 
government must kowtow to the 
US, whose warplanes it may well 
need again.

We’ve seen this pattern before 
– in Iraq, Pakistan, Somalia, and 
Yemen. The results in Libya will 
likely be just as disastrous for the 
people living there.

In breaking news, gunmen 
from one of Libya’s many militias 
stormed a hotel where the prime 
minister has a residence and held 
him for several hours – apparently 
in retaliation for his government’s 
alleged collusion with the US in a 
raid last weekend that captured an 
Al-Qaeda suspect.

The seizure of Prime Minister 
Ali Zidan heightened the alarm over 
the power of militias that virtually 
hold the weak central government 
hostage. The armed bands regularly 
use violence to intimidate offi cials 
to sway policies, gunning down 
security offi cials and kidnapping 
their relatives. At the same time, 
the state relies on militias to act as 
security forces, since the police and 
military remain in disarray.
Information Clearing House 

Sydney
Lebanese Communist Party in Australia

Invites readers and supporters to 
a special fundraising dinner function on

Saturday November 9, at 8 pm
@ “Candlelight Reception Lounge”

17 South Terrace Punchbowl NSW 2196
(next to railway station)

Tickets $60 each
For tickets ring Allan Maarbani Ph 0412 035 800 or

Donna McLaren 0418 477 610
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Mark Gruenberg

WASHINGTON: In all the 
political shouting and analysis of 
Washington’s fi scal follies, there 
has been precious little discussion 
of what the gridlock means to 
workers and their families outside 
the Capitol Beltway.

Now some of it is starting to seep 
through, and it’s not pretty. But fi rst, 
a primer on what’s going on:

Half of the federal government 
was effectively shut down starting 
on October 1, held hostage to the 
House Republican majority’s “non-
negotiable to keep it closed unless 
the Affordable Care Act [ACA]
is trashed or de-funded.” President 
Barack Obama and the Democratic-
run Senate have a one-word answer 
to such hostage taking: No.

Now the Republicans are trans-
ferring that ACA threat, and a few 
of its other favourite causes – such 
as building the Keystone XL pipe-
line and rolling back environmental 
rules – to legislation to raise the US 
debt limit.

Think of the debt limit as a credit 
line, which must be raised to pay for 
the nation’s past spending, from 1837 
onwards. That debt will total $16.7 
trillion on October 17 and that fi gure 
is the debt limit.

Unless it’s increased, the govern-
ment will start defaulting on some of 
its debts. Polls show about 40 percent 
of the country, and a majority of 
Republicans, do not want Congress 
to raise the debt limit. That’s pos-
sibly because nobody explains the 
practical consequences. Much of 
the commentary and analysis of the 

consequences of a default focus on 
its fi nancial market impact.

But what about the impact on you 
and me? Here is what we have been 
able to glean, from various analyses 
– and this list is incomplete:

Your interest rates go up. That’s 
what happened when the US teetered 
on the brink of default, again thanks 
to the House Republicans, two years 
ago. One of the three major bond rat-
ing agencies downgraded US bonds, 
for the fi rst time in history. Interest 
the federal government pays investors 
who buy its bonds rose.

But so did interest on adjustable 
home mortgages, car loans, student 
loans and credit cards. All of those 
are tied, in one way or another, to the 
federal interest rate.

If you’re a wounded warrior, you 
won’t get your check, or rehab, or 

anything else. More than 4 million 
veterans and survivors won’t get 
compensation, education, rehab or 
other benefi ts, starting in late October. 
First the Veterans Administration will 
exhaust its present reserves, which 
have been paying those costs so far.

Then it won’t have money at 
all, because the government, in 
default, won’t be able to fl oat bonds 
to raise funds. Senate Veterans 
Committee Chairman Bernie Sanders, 
Independent, Vermont, calls that “an 
unimaginable disaster” for vets and 
their families.

The government would lack all 
the money to pay “creditors, benefi -
ciaries, vendors, and other entities,” 
a background paper from the Council 
on Foreign Relations says. Payments 
would be delayed or denied. “Among 
other things, these payments could 
include military salaries, Social 
Security and Medicare payments, 
and unemployment benefi ts,” it adds.

State and local governments, their 
pension funds and private pensions 
would take a big hit, because they 
hold billions of dollars of US Treasury 
securities, and those securities would 
get hit with the default – no inter-
est payments – says a conservative 
private economist, Jeffrey Hummel 
of the University of California at 
San Diego.

“Outside of the household sec-
tor, with its unknown amount of 
hedge and trust fund holdings, the 
largest total dollar losses would fall 
on mutual funds, state and local gov-
ernments and their retirement funds, 
and private pension plans,” he states.

“The heaviest hit would be money 
market funds, whose holdings of 
Treasuries constitute 13 percent of 
their total assets. Other mutual and 
closed-end funds hold only a little 
more than three percent in Treasuries. 
But for private pension funds, the 
proportion is eight percent, and for 
state and local government retirement 
funds, six percent.”

Hummel also points out the Social 
Security and Medicare trust funds 
hold trillions of dollars worth of US 
Treasury bonds as security and they 
use the interest from those bonds, 
plus payroll tax revenues, to pay 
Social Security cheques and Medicare 
expenses.

Thus, he predicts that a default 
means the two programs, plus 
Medicaid, will go through “a con-
comitant collapse,” overlooking the 
fact that payroll taxes still account for 
the huge majority of Social Security 
and Medicare income.
People’s World 

International

How 
shutdown 
affects 
workers

Industrial espionage 
in Brazil
MiningWatch Canada

News that the Communications 
Security Establishment Canada 
(CSEC) has been spying on Brazil’s 
Mines Ministry starts to expose 
the extent to which the Canadian 
government is willing to go in the 
corporate interest. The scandal 
in Brazil is consistent with what 
Canadian authorities have been 
doing at home and through the 
diplomatic corps around the 
world, but goes a step further. It 
demonstrates that, beyond politi-
cal and commercial support, the 
Canadian government is willing 
to even jeopardise important trade 
relationships to give the Canadian 
industry an upper hand.

Glenn Greenwald’s ongoing 
reporting for the UK Guardian and 
leaked information from former 
United States National Security 
Administration (NSA) contrac-
tor Edward Snowden – currently 
exiled in Russia – has revealed 
that CSEC’s spying goes way 
beyond tracking terrorism and well 
into industrial espionage. Another 
Guardian report shows that the 
agency was consulting regularly 
with Canadian mining and energy 
companies.

The Canadian Embassy esti-
mates that some 50 Canadian min-
ing fi rms have invested in Brazil, 
including companies such as Teck, 
Kinross Gold, IAMGold, Yamana 
Gold, Eldorado Gold, Belo Sun 
and others. Total Canadian for-
eign direct investment in Brazil 
is US$9.8 billion, dwarfed by 
Brazilian investment in Canada at 
US$15.8 billion, much of that also 
in the mining sector since Vale 
bought out INCO. In fact, the depth 
of the government’s commitment 

to the Canadian mining sector 
globally makes a strange contrast 
with its willingness to sell off 
Canadian mineral assets and even 
fl agship companies like INCO, 
Falconbridge, and Alcan, without 
even putting any real conditions on 
the sales.

In its above-board diplomatic 
activities to promote Canadian cor-
porations, the Harper administra-
tion has made frequent diplomatic 
visits to Brazil, the rising regional 
superpower, over the past cou-
ple of years. Notably, in January, 
2012, Minister of International 
Trade Ed Fast announced the 
Canada-Brazil CEO Forum where 
corporate executives such as 
Brazil’s mining giant Vale and 
Canada’s Kinross Gold Corporation 
come together with well-connected 
former politicians, like former 
Liberal Deputy Prime Minister John 
Manley, now head of the Canadian 
Council of Chief Executives.

As to what information CSEC 
might have been searching for from 
Brazil’s Mines Ministry, it’s hard to 
know for sure. But it’s worth high-
lighting that since 2008, Brazil’s 
mining code has been up for debate, 
including a proposed doubling of 
mining royalties to four percent. 
While still not high, this could be 
enough to incite panic in a typically 
tax and royalty adverse industry, 
which most recently launched exag-
gerated threats of a capital strike 
in response to Mexico’s proposed 
7.5% royalty rate.

Overall, this is unsurpris-
ing news, given our increasing 
awareness of the evermore open 
and unconditional Canadian dip-
lomatic support for the Canadian 
mining industry. From Greece to 
Mexico and from Ecuador to the 

Philippines, we now have a run-
ning list of some 12 instances in 
which Canadian Ambassadors have 
stepped up to uncritically defend 
the interests of Canadian mining 
companies faced with community 
opposition and decisions they didn’t 
like from public administrators.

Nonetheless, Prime Minister 
Harper and government offi cials are 
refusing to comment on the accu-
sations of industrial espionage in 
Brazil under the absurd pretext that 
it has something to do with national 
security. Even more bizarrely, Ray 
Boisvert, former deputy director of 
the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service, has even tried to claim that 
the leaked documents are part of 
some kind of pretend “war game 
scenario.”

But the revelations are both 
credible and disturbing in light of 
what we know about our secret 
services’ domestic operations. Last 
year, independent reporter Tim 
Groves revealed how the Canadian 
government and its domestic intel-
ligence service have been regularly 
briefi ng energy corporations since 
2005, including providing access to 
select classifi ed reports. The secret 
briefi ngs aggravated already exist-
ing concerns that the RCMP and 
others have been spying on envi-
ronmentalists and First Nations.

As communities, workers and 
civil society organisations through-
out the hemisphere face increasing 
threats to their advocacy on behalf 
of health communities, good work 
and the environment, it’s shame-
ful to learn to what length the 
Canadian government is willing to 
go to serve such narrow interests.
globalresearch.ca 

Sydney
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So the honeymoon is over already! Tony 
Abbott’s Liberal Party government is 
already reneging on it electoral promises 
and disappointing its supporters among the 
masses, folk who fell for the propaganda 
and naively thought that a government 
that was primarily interested in the needs 
of business would also – somehow – look 
after the interests of small farmers, shop 
keepers and workers.

Tony Abbott looks on ordinary folk much 
the same way mediaeval lords looked on their 
serfs: a necessary evil, there to do a job and as 
long as they did their job and knew their place, 
they would be tolerated. For, no matter how 
much Abbott’s minders push him to promote 
his image as “one of the boys”, he does not 
and never will regard ordinary Australians as 
his equals. For the pundits of the Liberal Party, 
ordinary Australians are mugs, to be manipulated 
at each and every election.

Abbott’s policies basically comprise a series 
of attacks on the working class, and over the 
course of time will turn the electorate against 
him and the Libs just as similar policies did 
under Howard. This does not seriously affect 
your Liberal Party politician however, for they 
know that it merely means the other lot get in 
for a change. 

Nothing signifi cant is altered in the political 
landscape: both major parties, Liberal and Labor, 
are subservient to their big business masters in 
the so-called “big end of town”. Ministers who 
are tossed out of offi ce can confi dently look 
forward to picking up lucrative directorships 
from a grateful corporate world. 

From capitalists’ point of view it’s a well-
run world.

Talking of a well-run world, did you see 
where New York’s mayor Michael Bloomberg 
has asked for all 620,000 residents in the city’s 
public housing projects to be fi nger-printed, “as 
a crime prevention measure”.

The general public in New York are more 
inclined to think that more (and bigger) crimes 
would be prevented if he fi ngerprinted all the 
bankers and other fi nanciers on Wall St.

And while on the subject of possible high 
fi nance crime, did you see where the German 
Central Bank wants to relocate 54,000 gold 
bars belonging to the German government and 
being held in storage in the US. The Germans 
want to move them to a safer, more secure 
location. Their doubts about leaving their money 
in US hands were not allayed when the US 
Reserve responded to their request by saying 
the relocation could not be arranged before at 
least 2020.

Now the Germans have asked to at least be 
allowed to see their gold. The US prevarication 
will have done nothing to reassure other 
European banks that have placed their reserves 
in the US for safekeeping. Instead, speculation 
is rife that the Fed may no longer contain all 
the gold that it should, that the US may have 
sold some of it off to cover its toxic debts or 
to provide equity for the USA’s huge loans (it 
is the world’s biggest debtor nation, after all).

One of those cunning Russians, Dimitri 
Agarkov, received an unsolicited credit card 

offer from an online bank, Tinkoff Credit 
Systems. Se he decided to pay them back in their 
own coin. He scanned the application form and 
then inserted his own terms and conditions, after 
which he signed it and sent it back.  It looked 
superfi cially like all the other forms so the bank 
didn’t bother to read it.

Dimitri used the card for two years before 
the bank ultimately cancelled it and payment 
of US$1,363 for charges, interest and late 
payment fees. That was when they discovered 
that according to the small print in Dimitri’s 
self-written contract, they had agreed to a 
zero percent interest rate, unlimited credit and 
no fees. The court agreed with Dimitri. Now 
Dimitri is suing the bank for US$727,000 for 
not honouring the contract.

That is what is called being hoist with your 
own petard.

In the US, a training manual put out by the 
Department of Defence has caused some angst, 
by describing the founding fathers, the heroes 
of the Revolution against British colonial rule, 
as an example of an extremist movement. Why 
anyone should be surprised by this, however, 
is a bit of a puzzle. After all, the US has 
intervened against every national liberation 
movement anywhere in the world since the end 
of WW2. They have designated all of them as 
“terrorists” or “bandits” and have used their 
alleged “extremism” as justifi cation for using 
extreme violence against them.

What has upset some Americans is the 
belated realisation that if the American 

Revolution took place today, the USA would be 
fi rst in line to bomb them back into subservience 
and to crush their revolt, all in the name of 
democracy.

Here is a quote from the Cuban 
newspaper Granma: “Today, Vietnam is one 
of the few countries in the world close to 
meeting the UN Millennium Goals, having 
made a sustained effort to improve its human 
development index and achieve equality 
among different regions of the country, which 
has some 90 million inhabitants of different 
creeds and ethnicities.

“With the Communist Party’s leadership, 
the Vietnamese people have been able to adapt 
economic changes to the historic context and 
the nation’s needs, facing diffi culties but without 
sacrifi cing political stability.”

This kind of report is in marked contrast to 
examinations of developed capitalist economies. 
Take France, for example: offi cial fi gures show 
that unemployment in France is now above 
three million. Even worse, the jobless rate for 
young people is running at a staggering 24.6 
percent. One in four young people in France 
cannot fi nd a job.

France has joined a group of other developed 
countries with double digit unemployment rates: 
they include Spain and Italy. Their governments 
have responded with promises and austerity 
measures that have provoked militant fi ght-back 
responses from the workers, who are determined 
not to carry the can for a failing system based 
on exploitation. 

Letters / Culture & Life

Killings of Afghan 
female government 
officials 
UN Women condemns the intimi-
dation and targeted killings of 
Afghan women government offi -
cials and calls for justice. The latest 
victim is the top woman police 
offi cer in the southern province 
of Helmand who died of bullet 
wounds from an insurgent attack. 
At age 38, Sub-Inspector Negar, 
had assumed duties in July when 
her predecessor, Islam Bibi, was 
shot by unknown gunmen.

Last year two consecutive heads 
of the Department of Women’s 
Affairs in Laghman province were 
killed. In 2008, gunmen in Kandahar 
killed Lieutenant-Colonel Malalai 
Kakar, the country’s most prominent 
policewoman and head of Kandahar’s 
department of crimes against women.

Recent cases of targeted killings 
point to the urgent need to guarantee 
women’s and girls’ rights as the 
government of Afghanistan prepares 
for a full takeover from interna-
tional forces and moves towards 
provincial and parliamentary elec-
tions. The empowerment of women 
and realisation of their rights are 
fundamental to the reconstruction 
of Afghanistan so that women and 
men can take responsibility for the 
future development of their country.
More than 4,000 cases of violence 
against women and girls were reported 
by 33 provinces to the Ministry of 
Women Affairs in 2010-2012.

It is essential that the government 
of Afghanistan and the international 
community stand by their commit-
ments to improve access to justice 

for all, in particular women, by 
ensuring the Constitution and other 
fundamental laws are enforced and the 
Ending Violence against Women Law 
is implemented. It is also essential to 
support Afghan women’s participation 
in important national institutions and 
processes, including the upcoming 
elections. It is only with women’s 
participation that Afghanistan stands 
a strong chance of achieving sustain-
able peace and democracy.

UN Women is the UN organisa-
tion dedicated to gender equality 
and the empowerment of women.

End the war in Syria

The USA is now considering 
military intervention in Syria 
because they need Syria as a base 
to attack Iran.

But how did the present hostilities 
in Syria come to be?

Because the rebels who oppose 
the Syrian government are supported 
and supplied by the United States and 
NATO. The aim of the USA is to take 

over Iran so that they can control the 
oil resources of that country. Many 
people are being killed as a result of 
the war, which would not be occurring 
if the rebels were not being supplied 
by the United States and NATO.

The media tell us that chemical 
weapons are being used by the Syrian 
government against civilians but there 
is no proof of this. 

There is also bitter religious divi-
sion between the Shiites and Sunni 

Muslims, but this only occurred as 
a result of the Iraqi war which was 
also caused by the United States and 
their allies.

Instead of sending Australian 
troops into Syria, which is thought 
to be an aim of the Americans, we 
should be calling for cessation of arms 
supplied to the rebels, which would 
result in ending this civil war.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Abbott’s policies basically comprise a series of attacks on the working class.

Abbott, gold 
reserves and 
getting back 
at the banks

Rob Gowland
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Some pieces of information just 
make you feel old. The British 

series Dr Who, which began as a chil-
dren’s sci-fi  fantasy, has been around 
now for 50 years. And I have watched 
it from the very beginning! My eldest 
son became hooked on the series at 
a very young age, and subsequently 
developed a very detailed archive on 
the series, so much so that he was 
able to offer the BBC help with their 
restoration efforts with the older epi-
sodes that were recorded on telecine. 
Some of these were discarded when 
the BBC management failed to grasp 
just how esteemed the series was in 
the mind of the public.

It is almost incredible to realise 
that the series only made it to air at all 
because the team behind it managed 
to convince the BBC brass that the 
“science” element of this science-
fi ction series would be “educational”.

To mark the series’ half-
century, the ABC is running a most 
unsatisfactory puff-piece – Doctor 
Who Explained (ABC2 Sunday 
October 20 at 7.30pm) – that 
purports to provide background 
information via interviews with cast 
members old and new, but which 
really is little more than an ultra-
superficial trailer for the series. 
There is room for a really interesting 
documentary on why Dr Who has 
been so popular for so long, despite 
its origins as a kids’ show, its klunky 

special effects and often laughable 
aliens.

Nanette Burstein’s feature-
length observational docu-

mentary American Teen (ABC2 
Sunday October 20 at 8.30pm) was 
a hit at the Sundance Film Festival in 
the US, but it must be said that it does 
not look very deeply into its subjects, 
fi ve 17-year-old high school students 
in Warsaw, Indiana. This is white-
bread America, with not a person 
of colour to be seen in the school or 
on the streets. Equally, they are all 
Christian and even the poor ones are 
middle class.

As the notes say, “popularity 
is everything, breakups and missed 
[basketball] jump shots are the end of 
the world”. Only one of them seems 
to give much thought to the world 
outside. She wants to be a fi lmmaker 
and make fi lms that last, that people 
will remember. She is regarded as 
a bit of a rebel. Her mother, whose 
hobby is reading trashy tabloid 
accounts of girls who meet tragic fates 
in sinful places like California, does 
her best to talk her into marrying some 
nice local boy and settling down in 
Warsaw. Her daughter has the strength 
to say no.

I almost turned this program off, it 
seemed such goody-goody Americana. 
But stay with it, because over the 
course of its hour and a half we get 
to know the fi ve students and to care 
for them as people with problems and 
hopes. David and Margaret each gave 
it four stars and I think that was right.

The Art Of Australia (ABC1 
Tuesdays from October 22 

at 8.30pm) is a three-part series that 
the ABC obviously hopes will achieve 
“landmark” status. It won’t.

The story of art in Australia, it is 
introduced by Edmund Capon, former 
director of the Art Gallery of NSW. 
The fi rst of its three episodes basically 
deals with the period from the landing 
of the First Fleet up to Federation.

It begins by showing how the 
early colonial artists painted this 
strange land as though it was in fact 
somewhere in Europe. They also 
painted the Indigenous people, but 

as mere “colour” in the scenery or 
as romanticised fi gures far removed 
from reality.

After the gold rush of the 1850s, 
artists from Europe introduced 
the Romantic school of landscape 
painting, but Australian painting 
really came alive with the work of 
the Heidelberg School of Australian 
impressionism, which sought to 
capture the real Australia on canvas.

Capon credits the development of 
this school to Australian capitalism’s 
push towards Federation, and 
makes no mention of the infl uence 
of Australian Realism, the literary 
movement personified by Henry 
Lawson et al.

Body image is a big thing in 
Britain (and in most Western 

countries, if it comes to that). I 
Want To Change My Body (ABC2 
Wednesday October 23 at 9.20pm)
follows 30 young Brits who are dis-
satisfi ed with their bodies and look to 

some form of cosmetic surgery to fi x 
their perceived “problem”.

Many of the problems are 
relatively insignifi cant (“my boobs 
are too small”, “my nose is too big”, 
“I’m losing my hair”) but others are 
very serious, like the girl whose hair 
caught fi re. Two things stand out: the 
enormous sums charged for some of 
these procedures and the marginal 
difference some of them make. (The 
balding dancer who has his scalp 
tattooed to simulate a sheen of close-
cropped hair is a case in point.)

All the 30 subjects were given a 
video camera with which to record 
their stories, but only a relatively few 
have been followed in any detail in 
the fi nished fi lm. That still begs the 
question, what is the point of this 
fi lm? The range of people seeking 
cosmetic surgery in the fi lm is so 
varied and their problems so different 
in magnitude that little in the way of 
sensible comparisons can be made. 

Some seem frivolous, some are almost 
tragic, some are obviously successful 
and welcomed, others not so much.

The makers of Pineapple 
Dance Studios are back with 

another documentary series about 
eccentrics – especially gay eccentrics. 
Last time it was an OTT gay dance 
instructor, this time it’s a gay couple 
running a dog-grooming boutique 
in Notting Hill, A Different Breed
(ABC2 Fridays from October 25 
at 8.30pm). The dog owners are a 
major source of the bizarre in this 
program, such as the young woman 
who is mortifi ed to discover that her 
pampered pooch may have eaten a 
little bit of actual dog food while 
being dog sat.

On the other hand the program 
does contain a couple of neat jokes 
(“What do you call a drummer with 
out a girlfriend?”) and a funny yarn 
about a bag of dog droppings left on 
a doorstep. 

Worth Watching
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The CPA Congress reaffi rmed its 
belief that internationalism is a 
vital part of the struggle against 
global capital. It has strong rela-
tions with other Communist and 
Workers’ parties around the world, 
and participates where possible in 
international actions and confer-
ences. Congress received greetings 
from more than 30 parties and 
other international groups. These 
include a moving seven-minute 
audio visual message from the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia, People’s Army (FARC-
EP) which can be seen on the 
CPA’s website. The following are 
excerpts from some of the greetings 
which were read to Congress:

CP of Cuba
The Communist Party of Cuba 

conveys fraternal greetings to 
the leaders and members of the 
Communist Party of Australia (CPA) 
on the occasion of its 12th Congress.

We are convinced that the CPA, 
with its willingness to overcome, will 
continue defending the noble and just 
causes of its people and all those in 
the world who are struggling for a 
better future.

We are grateful for the expres-
sions of solidarity that you have 
always shown towards our Revolution 
and the support you give us in let-
ting the people know about our Five 
Heroes unjustly incarcerated in US 
jails.

We wish you success in the hold-
ing of the Congress and in the future 
tasks that you set for yourself, while 
reiterating our commitment to further 
strengthen the links of friendship that 
bind our two Parties.

CP of Venezuela (CPV)
We send our wishes for the suc-

cess of the proposed objective of 
strengthening the class union, fi ghting 
for the rights of Aboriginal peoples, 
women, youth and immigrants.

Thanks to the invitation made by 
the Communist Party of Australia, 
the CPV realised two major political 
tours to Australia, the fi rst in 2006 
and the second from 9 - 23 of August 
of 2012, with Comrade Carolus 
Wimmer, member of the Politburo of 
the Central Committee and Secretary 
of International Relations, and through 
it we could know the politics, the 
practices of fi ght and the alliances of 
the Communist Party of Australia CPA 
and we received valuable information 
from these experiences.

Our two parties are united by the 
fi ght against imperialism and capital-
ism and for Peace and Socialism.

The Communist Party of Australia 
always can count on the fraternal and 
militant solidarity of the CPV.

CP of Greece (KKE)
Our parties are connected 

through long-term and strong bonds 
of solidarity.

We particularly appreciate the 

class solidarity and decisive support 
the CPA has displayed for the strug-
gles of Greek and other immigrant 
workers in your country from the fi rst 
years of the last century up until and 
including the present day.

Our party is struggling inside 
diffi cult conditions as the crisis is 
deepening in the country and broad 
popular strata are being driven to 
despair. At the same time the proc-
esses for the reformation of the 
political system are accelerating. A 
basic component of the plans of the 
bourgeois class is the planned attack 
against the KKE, the limiting of its 
activity, the impeding of its relations 
and bonds with the working class and 
popular strata.

An attack, that is carried out 
using both the “vehicle” of the so-
called “left government”, through 
which they are calling on us to save 
and humanise capitalism, and also 
the anti-communism of the EU and 
the bourgeois forces, the theory of 
the two extremes that is used by the 
ND-PASOK government. They also 
utilise the openly criminal activity of 
the fascist Golden Dawn, which tar-
gets the KKE and the labour-people’s 
movement.

The KKE refuses to support any 
of the various bourgeois management 
formulas for the perpetuation of capi-
talism. Our party supports the struggle 
of the worker, every working person, 
and fi ghts for the regroupment of the 
labour movement and the promotion 
of the People’s Alliance that expresses 
the interests of the working class, the 
semi-proletarians, the urban and rural 
self-employed in order to win power 
from the monopolies and to socialise 
the concentrated means of production.

CP of China (CPC)
Last November, the Communist 

Party of China held its 18th National 
Congress and laid out the blueprint 
for China’s development over the next 
decade. We plan to double 2010 GDP 
and per capita income for both urban 
and rural residents by 2020. By 2021 
when we celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of CPC, we should complete the 
building of a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects. By 2049 when 
we celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
PRC [People’s Republic of China], we 
should make China a modern socialist 
country that is prosperous, strong, 
democratic, culturally advanced and 
harmonious.

The CPC has also called for 
realising the “Chinese Dream”. It 
implies delivering prosperity for the 
country, invigoration for the nation 
and happiness for the people. China 
will unswervingly follow the path of 
peaceful development and be com-
mitted to promoting open, win-win 
co-operation with other countries, 
benefi ting the Chinese people as well 
as the people all over the world.

The CPA represents the interests 
of the working people in Australia and 
has been making unremitting efforts 

in protecting their rights. We cherish 
the friendship between our two par-
ties and hope to keep in contact with 
your party. Let’s work together to 
contribute to the friendship between 
the Chinese and Australian people 
as well as to the peace, stability and 
development of the world.

Lebanese CP (LCP)
The imperialistic aggressions 

toward the peoples of the world, in 
particularly in our region, is becom-
ing more aggressive to get over its 
structural crises in the international 
capitalistic system. That is taking 
place through launching more wars 
to dominate and control the wealth 
and looting it and, at the same time, 
to implement the “New Middle East” 
project which aims to divide our 
region into small ethnic, religious 
and sectarian states fi ghting with each 
other. At the same time it aims to end 
the Palestinian cause and the rights 
of Palestinian people to return, have 
an independent state and its capital 
Jerusalem.

In this situation the imperialistic 
interference in Syria is getting more 
and more specially with imperialist 
threat of a military strike against Syria 
without UN resolution … So we as 
the LCP confi rms the three NOs that 
we have launched since the begin-
ning of the crises in Syria. The three 
NOs are: no for military solution, no 
for sectarianism and no for foreign 
interference.

The development of the events 
in Syria, in the regional and interna-
tional fi ght, will affect Lebanon with 
its sectarian political system, which 
creates all the factors of defragmenta-
tion and wars, and its sovereignty is 
raped every day by the enemy, Israel, 
which is still occupying part of the 
Lebanese lands.

This situation imposes on us, as 
Communist parties, reactivating our 
common struggle to face these imperi-
alistic projects, and also all the foreign 
interference in the internal affairs of 
our countries and confi rming that the 
central cause is the democratisation 
of our societies.

CP of Britain
Current threats to peace require 

effective responses from Communists 
everywhere. Imperialism’s war plans 
in the Middle East have been tem-
porarily thwarted. But they remain 
active and will require the utmost 
vigilance. Over a longer time period 
the Pacifi c region will assume a 
central importance. Stronger ties 
with our Australian comrades are 
therefore vital.

Today Australian and British 
Communists are fi ghting common 
enemies. We both face neo-liberal 
policies administered by right-wing 
governments at the service of fi nance 
capital – and to some extent the same 
consortiums of banks and corpora-
tions. Trade union rights and civil 
liberties in both countries are under 

immediate threat. Only Communists 
can provide a clear understanding 
of Marxism, of Leninism and of the 
steps required to pose an alternative 
path that leads to socialism.

Dear Comrades, please accept our 
best wishes for the success of your 
Congress. Your progress in strength-
ening the work of the Communist 
Party of Australia is of key importance 
for Communists everywhere.

Portuguese CP (PCP)
War has always been a hallmark 

of imperialism, but the profound 
change in the world balance of forces 
at the end of the 20th century revealed 
all the brutality of which this system 
of exploitation and plunder is capable.

Today, the Middle East is an 
enormous theatre of war. The fact that 
the direct aggression against Syria did 
not materialise in the past few weeks 
bears witness to the opposition to war-
mongering, even in the core countries 
of imperialism. But the dangers of an 
aggression against Syria and other 
countries have not disappeared and 
the struggle for peace remains a major 
duty of Communists and other pro-
gressive and anti-imperialist forces.

The policies of the European 
Union and the IMF, which are sup-
ported by the ruling classes in each 
country, have an unmistakable class 
nature: brutal cuts in rights, wages, 
pensions, social security, education 
and health-care for the peoples, but 
subsidies and handouts for big fi nance 
capital. It is a policy that seeks a way 
out from capitalism’s profound crisis 
by brutally heightening exploitation, 
and which is making the Portuguese 
people’s living standards go back 
many decades.

The Portuguese workers have 
responded with their struggle, with 

general and sectoral strikes and 
numerous demonstrations and other 
struggles, organised by its large class 
trade union central, CGTP-IN. Other 
strata of our people, who have been 
profoundly hit in their rights and 
interests, are joining the struggle in 
diversifi ed ways. The PCP is actively 
committed to mobilising this resist-
ance and the struggle of the workers 
and people.

Our Party’s 19th Congress, held 
at the end of 2012, revealed a party 
that is united, growing and geared 
towards action. The local government 
elections of September 29, 2013, 
have confi rmed the growth of our 
Party – inserted into the Unitarian 
Democratic Coalition (CDU), elec-
toral alliance between the PCP and 
the Party “The Greens” – also on 
an electoral level, with an important 
surge in our positions.

We do not underestimate the 
diffi culties that lie ahead. But we 
are confi dent that with its unity and 
struggle, our people will be capable 
of changing the balance of forces 
and contributing for an alternative 
government and for a patriotic and 
left-wing policy, that opens the way 
for an Advanced Democracy that is, 
in turn, an integral and inseparable 
part of the struggle for socialism in 
Portugal.

In order to confront imperialism’s 
brutal offensive, it is indispensable to 
strengthen the struggle of the workers 
and the peoples of the world, seeking 
the broadest possible unity of all pro-
gressive and anti-imperialist forces. 
Communists have an irreplaceable 
role to play in the organisation of this 
struggle and in achieving this unity.
More excerpts in next week’s 
Guardian. Full texts at 
www.cpa.org.au 
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Alexandra Nariño, member of the Peace Delegation of FARC-EP conveying 
greetings to the CPA Congress via video recording.

Greetings to 
12th National Congress CPA


