
Welfare payment 
increases show fault 
lines developing

Anna Pha

The atmosphere and oceans have warmed, 
the amounts of snow and ice have dimin-
ished, the sea levels have risen, and the 
concentrations of greenhouse gases have 
increased. These are some of the fi ndings 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) in a report released on 
Friday September 27. Instead of acting 
responsibly and taking urgent action to slash 
greenhouse gas emissions and protect human 
life and the biodiversity of the planet, the 
climate change deniers in Canberra are hell 
bent on increasing coal and gas production 
and business as usual for the big polluters.

The widely accepted international target, 
which the Abbott government claims to have 
adopted, is to limit global temperature rise to 
2°C above pre-industrialisation levels.

The Alliance of Small Island States, a 
grouping of 43 countries particularly vulnerable 
to the impacts of climate change, are seeking 
a 1.5˚C cap on temperature rises. Their slogan 
is “1.5˚C to stay alive”, one which refl ects the 
reality of millions around the world, not just 
small island states.

“The atmospheric concentrations of carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane, and nitrous oxide have 
increased to levels unprecedented in at least the 
last 800,000 years. CO2 concentrations have 
increased by 40 percent since pre-industrial 
times, primarily from fossil fuel emissions and 
secondarily from net land use, change emis-
sions,” the IPCC said in its Fifth Assessment 
Report (AR5), Climate Change 2013: The 
Physical Science Basis.

The IPCC attributes this increase to human 
activity.

The 1.5˚C temperature rise requires a CO2 
emissions cap of 350 parts per million (ppm). 

The required cap for the 2˚C target is 450 ppm. 
In 2011 the concentration of CO2 had reached 
391 ppm. The report states that an annual reduc-
tion in emissions of 10 percent is required to 
limit temperature rises to 2˚. Australia’s emis-
sions are still rising.

“Heat waves are very likely to occur more 
frequently and last longer. As the Earth warms, 
we expect to see currently wet regions receiv-
ing more rainfall, and dry regions receiving 
less, although there will be exceptions,” IPCC 
Co-Chair Thomas Stocker warned.

The ICPP found that each of the last three 
decades has been successively warmer at the 
Earth’s surface than any preceding decade since 
1850. In the Northern Hemisphere, the IPCC 
says it is likely that 1983–2012 was the warmest 
30-year period of the last 1,400 years.

Sea level rising
“The rate of sea level rise since the mid-19th 

century has been larger than the mean rate dur-
ing the previous two millennia. Over the period 
1901–2010, global mean sea level rose by an 
estimated 19cm,” the IPCC said. Depending on 
the measures taken, the IPCC forecasts that sea 
levels could rise by between 28 and 98 cm by 
the end of the century.

Rises of such magnitude would be cata-
strophic for millions of people living, not just 
in the smaller island states, but in many coastal 
regions including Australia.

Time is running out, even if governments 
act swiftly to ensure there are substantial cuts 
in greenhouse gas emissions, a process has been 
set in train which will continue for centuries 
to come.

So what is the Abbott government’s response 
to the report? Environment Minister Greg 
Hunt says he accepts the IPCC’s fi ndings. But 
when it comes to action as against words, the 

government has no intention of doing anything 
that might stand in the way of the big mining 
companies and other big polluters.

Climate change denier
PM Tony Abbott is a climate change denier. 

Climate change and science have been dropped 
as a ministerial portfolios and the Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) has been shut down. 
The Climate Change Authority and the Clean 
Energy Finance Corporation are also on the hit 
list along with the carbon tax (a market-based 
approach), not that it was likely to achieve a 
great deal in cutting back emissions or coal 
and gas production.

The government is not going to let the real-
ity of climate change stand in the way of mining 
profi ts. The CCC was not even an advisory 
body, let alone a decision making body, but 
the government’s fear of scientifi c facts, of the 
truth about climate change reaching the public, 
is such that it had to kill off a body which simply 
provides information.

The government chose to shut down the CCC 
just a couple of days before the release of the 
IPCC’s report. One of the responsibilities of the 
CCC was to brief the government and public on 
the IPCC’s fi ndings. The Commissioners on the 
CCC have decided to set up a non-government 
organisation to continue their work and initially 
contribute their time on a voluntary basis.

Fast-tracking fossil fuels
The federal government says it is interven-

ing to fast-track coal seam gas (CSG) projects 
in New South Wales in response to the state’s 
“gas crisis”.

Federal Resources Minister Ian Macfarlane 
has warned that thousands of jobs could be lost 
and gas prices could spike in NSW if moves are 
not taken to unlock CSG reserves. Addressing 

representatives from the gas industry at an 
“energy security summit” last week, he said 
he wanted to see more CSG rigs in place by 
Christmas.

Macfarlane said he had discussed ways of 
overcoming resistance to CSG drilling from 
farmers and other landowners with NSW Liberal 
Party Premier Barry O’Farrell.

The government wants to “harmonise” coal 
seam gas laws across Australia, including a 
“one-stop shop” arrangement for CSG approvals. 
That would cut local, state and territory govern-
ments out of the equation and make it easier 
to ignore environmental, social and economic 
consequences.

He said there would be “cooperation 
between all people involved in the gas industry”. 
The intent is to shut out local government, and 
the farmers and communities whose water would 
be poisoned, land destroyed and air polluted.

PM Tony Abbott pointed to Queensland’s 
Liberal National Party government as an exam-
ple of how to overcome opposition to drilling.

“I’m not surprised [Ian] Macfarlane is 
championing Queensland’s regime,” Greens 
mining spokesperson Larissa Waters said. 
“Under those laws we’ve seen the three big 
coal and gas companies steamroll over our best 
food-producing land and trash our Great Barrier 
Reef with massive ports in Gladstone Harbour.”

The rapid expansion of CSG and coal 
mining, is just one aspect of the government’s 
criminal disregard for the planet and the future 
of human life.

They have no plans for the development of 
alternative sustainable renewable energy sources. 
Nor have they plans for serious measures to 
phase out old coal power stations or coal mining, 
let alone to protect the workers and communities 
who depend on these industries.

Continued on page 2
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One danger of the Abbott government’s immigration policies is 
that if they were copied by Indonesia, any asylum seeker boat that 
left Indonesia but was turned back by the Australian navy might 
find itself forbidden from re-entering Indonesian territorial waters, 
ending up adrift at sea. The Abbott government would certainly 
try to ensure no one found out how many people died as a result, 
but there would undoubtedly be lots of public servants and defence 
personnel who would feel impelled to act as whistle-blowers. The 
Guardian is determined to report on the terrible implications of the 
Abbott government’s policies. However, we need your contributions 
to the Press Fund, which helps us cover production costs, so please 
send us something for the next edition. This week we offer our 
thanks to the following:
Mark Mannion $5, JR Allen $5, “Round Figure” $20
This week’s total: $20 Progressive total: $6,085

The Party for the Future
The opening paragraph of the draft Political Resolution for 

adoption by the 12th National Congress of the Communist Party of 
Australia (CPA) in Sydney from October 4-7, states: “The decisive 
factor in this historical period is the intensifi cation of the class struggle 
which is refl ected in the rising level of action by millions of ordinary 
people against the injustice and misery infl icted by capitalism. The 
struggle to change this situation will lead to reforms and revolution-
ary transformations.”

After more than 200 years of capitalist domination, the people of 
the world are facing crises on all fronts – economic, nutrition, sanita-
tion, water, housing, energy, health care, jobs, etc. There is also the 
considerable environmental damage being infl icted on communities 
and the planet, ongoing confl icts, the threat of new wars and the 
ever-increasing number of refugees fl eeing for their safety. Capitalism, 
with its constant drive to maximise profi ts and accumulate wealth 
through the exploitation of workers and unfettered plunder of the 
world’s fi nite resources, stops at nothing to achieve its goals. Around 
the world workers and their trade unions, Indigenous peoples, peas-
ants and farmers and communities are under attack.

“Capitalism causes excessive and avoidable damage to the environ-
ment as corporations pollute the water, soil and atmosphere, rip out 
the resources of the planet, and destroy its vegetation and biodiversity 
in their criminal drive for profi ts irrespective of the consequences for 
the long-term survival of all forms of life on earth,” the Resolution 
notes. The report released last week by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) leaves no doubt as to the impact human 
activity is having on the climate and the reality and speed of that 
change.

Capitalism cannot change its ways, the pursuit of private profi t is 
its defi ning and motive force. Under enough pressure, it may grant a 
few concessions, but these are never permanent. The business cycle 
with periodic recessions cannot be eliminated. It is a sick system, 
well past its “use-by-date” and needs replacing.

“With two billion of the world’s seven billion people lacking 
adequate nutrition, sanitation, health care and education, there is a 
real and growing anger against these and other effects of the capital-
ist system,” the draft Political Resolution states. But the necessity 
of socialism as the only real solution for their problems does not 
automatically become a conviction in people’s minds.

“Through class struggle the working class accumulates valuable 
experience that contributes, in combination with the political-ide-
ological work of Communist Parties, to the development of class 
and political consciousness. The political and ideological work of 
Communist Parties is a critical factor in the development of this politi-
cal consciousness,” the Resolution states, in addressing the question 
of raising consciousness and building the movement for progressive 
change towards a socialist society.

The members of the CPA are active and dedicated – as are our 
counterparts in other countries – to the interests of the working 
people. The CPA has progressive policies for democratic rights, secure 
and better living standards, for environmental protection, trade union 
rights, peace between nations, child-care facilities, gender equality, 
full employment, trade union and workers’ rights, student and the 
youth, for the rights of the Indigenous people. At the present time, 
big money rules and has willing servants in both the major political 
parties – Liberal and Labor.

The Resolution puts forward a strategy for building a stronger, 
class conscious and militant trade union movement and developing 
alliances to win real change. “Today’s conditions are ripe for the 
building of democratic, anti-monopoly and anti-imperialist alliances 
which aim to challenge and ultimately defeat capitalism and imperial-
ism and to fundamentally transform society.” The Resolution places 
emphasis on building the Party and strengthening party unity and 
activity and the Party’s commitment “to fi ghting for workers’ rights, 
democratic and proletarian internationalism, the preservation of peace 
and the environment, with a perspective of socialism.”

As the main Congress slogan says: “Active and United for a 
Socialist Australia.” Why not join us or come to the Opening of 
Congress on Friday October 4 if you live in Sydney. See page 6 or 
check out our website www.cpa.org.au for more information.

It is just days now until the Communist Party 
of Australia holds its 12th National Congress on 
October 4-7. It involves considerable costs with a 
large number of delegates travelling to Sydney. The 
Special Appeal is to help defray the costs involved. 
The opening of the Congress is on Friday October 
4, and all Guardian readers are invited to attend. 
See page 12 for details.

We have set a target of $10,000 and urge all Guardian 
readers and CPA members and supporters to make a 

contribution. Our warmest thanks to this week’s contribu-
tors who have given the fund a much appreciated boost:
Ben Carslake $50, Sophie Passaris $20, JR Allen 
$10, Jim Doyle $20, Jim Robertson $800, Beryl & 
Alan Miller $500, Brian Soanes $500, Len & Marie 
Lean $50, fundraiser by Beloyannis and Inner West 
Branches $650 (See article below).
This week’s total: $2,600

Cumulative total: $3,720

Congress Appeal

12th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal
I, (Name) ………………………………………………..

Address…………………………………………………………………………

wish to contribute $............................ to the above Appeal.

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”).

Payment may also be made by Credit Card by fi lling the information below:

Credit Card minimum $20       □ Visa     □ Mastercard

Name on the card ……………………………… Signature: .........................................

Card Number  __________ _________ ________ _________ Expiry Date ______ /_______

I agree/disagree to having my name published in The Guardian in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844



Successful function by two 
Sydney CPA branches
A very successful function organ-
ised by the Sydney Beloyiannis and 
Inner West CPA branches, held 
on Sunday September 29 raised 
$650 for the Special Appeal for 
the CPA’s 12th National Congress.

The function was held at the 
theatrette of the Greek Cultural 
Association at the Addison Road 
Community Centre in Marrickville, 
Sydney.

The purpose of the function was 
the screening of a very impressive, 
well made documentary about the 
participation and contribution of 
Greek migrants to the radicalisation 
of the working class movement of 
the USA, and the development and 
successes of that movement.

Penny Costa from the Inner 
West branch was the MC. She intro-
duced the subject and called upon 
Stratos Mavrantonis, secretary of the 

Beloyiannis Branch and CPA Central 
Committee member to speak about the 
contribution of Greeks to the working 
class movement of Australia.

Stratos presented a historical 
outline of the contribution made 
by Greeks to the working class and 
progressive movement of Australia 
and pointed out to the similarities and 
differences between the development 
of the class struggle in these countries.

Following the screening Spyro 
Anthony, secretary of the Inner West 
Branch spoke in English about the 
central meaning of the documentary 
and the importance of thinking and 
acting in class terms.

Comrade Frank Vouros made a 
great contribution to the success of the 
function doing a splendid job with all 
the technical aspects of the screening.

At the end of the screening the 
participants generously donated 

money for the CPA and a total of $790 
was collected. It was decided to pay 
the rental of the theatre $140, and for 
the rest of the money, $650, to be con-
tributed to the Congress Appeal. The 
night ended with coffee, refreshments 
and some food and sweets prepared by 
members and supporters of the Party.

Thank you to the following for 
their contributions:
J D $50, C Maliaras $50, 
E Synodinou $20, E Fartsalas 
$10, F Vouros $100, S Filferis 
$50, S A $20, G & S Thliveris 
$50, N Papanikitas $ 50, 
M Costa – Anthony $50, 
G Pournaras $40, G Koulouris 
$75, E Vasilopoulou $20, D P 
$5, S & E Pashou $20, Penny 
Costa $50, G Iliopoulou $30, 
PTzamouranis $50, N & A 
Giorgakopoulos $50. 

Planet earth on the brink
Continued from page 1

Instead of planning and action 
they have a half-baked market-based 
scheme which will fall far short of 
what is required and cost taxpayers 
money that would have been better 
spent on research and development 
of alternative energy sources.

Australia has the potential to 
develop as a food bowl for Asia and 
beyond but the power of the mining 
companies is such that our major 
food producing areas face destruction 
for short-term mining profi ts. With 
the likes of mining billionaire Clive 
Palmer and other climate change 
deniers holding the balance of power 
in the Senate, Australia looks set to 
continue to be the world’s largest per 
capita polluter.

The government can turn its back 
on climate change and ignore the 

impact of mining on water supplies, 
food production and the environment 
as much as it likes. But it cannot 
override reality, the scientifi c reality 
of its suicidal policies and inaction.

The government’s stated target 
of a fi ve percent reduction by 2020, 
compared with emission levels in 
2000 is too little, too late, even if 
it were achieved, which is unlikely.

Australia needs to plan for a 
future that does not rely on fossil 
fuels for export or electricity genera-
tion. That means no new coal-fi red 
power stations or coal mines, and no 
expansion to existing fossil fuel power 
stations or mines. It also requires the 
immediate axing of all fossil fuel 
rebates and other forms of support for 
fossil fuel use and production.

Government planning and 
investment is essential, as is the 

development of programs to assist 
coal dependent communities to make 
the transition to other more sustain-
able sources of economic prosperity. 
The mining and energy sectors should 
be nationalised so that government 
has full control.

Australia also has a responsibil-
ity to assist the Island states whose 
lands are already disappearing under 
rising oceans. This includes mitiga-
tion measures and opening our doors 
to those displaced.

We only have one planet, no sec-
ond chances. Inaction is criminal and 
suicidal, promotion of fossil fuels is 
beyond belief and totally unjustifi able 
in this age of scientifi c knowledge. 
The mob in Parliament are living in 
the dark ages and must be stopped 
before it is too late. 
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As federal Industry Minister Ian 
Macfarlane has announced his 
government intends to “break 
down barriers” to coal seam gas 
developments in NSW, it is illumi-
nating to see the manipulations and 
manoeuvres of one coal seam gas 
operator, AGL, in the NSW Hunter 
Valley. The following coverage is 
from the Hunter Valley Protection 
Alliance, one of many community 
organisations fi ghting against the 
environmentally disastrous, profi t 
seeking CSG industry around 
Australia.
• AGL tried to sponsor the 

Singleton Outstanding Business 
Awards, but its sponsorship was 
rightly rejected by the Chamber 
of Commerce.

• AGL tried to sponsor the hugely 
attended Broke Village Fair, but 
AGL was roundly rejected by the 
community and AGL’s cheque 
returned to them.

• AGL had somehow bought 
naming rights for the 2013 
Singleton Show last month and it 
is now, unfortunately, called the 
“AGL Singleton Show”. A gross 
embarrassment for the Singleton 
community.

• AGL Energy is now offering local 
primary schools cash donations 
in its efforts to buy community 
support ... Kirkton Primary and 
Broke Primary we know of, both 
in the Hunter Valley, both in the 
CSG exclusion zones.

Schools, when examining the 
appropriateness of a commercial 
arrangement with an organisation, 
must consider:
• The type of products or services 

the organisation markets;
• The marketing methods the 

organisation employs;
• The impact its products and 

processing have on issues such as 
the environment;

• Its public image as an employer, 
acceptability to the community 
and general reputation as a 
business.

How can AGL be fall within these 
guidelines when: 
• AGL is one of our biggest 

polluters.

• This year our very own Singleton 
Council rejected AGL’s coal seam 
gas activities in the Singleton 
Local Government area citing 
“evidence that (environmental) 
impact could be signifi cant and 
irreversible” and “there appears 
to be serious risk of signifi cant 
environmental impacts.”

• AGL was expelled, the fi rst 
ever member to be so, from its 
membership of the Hunter Valley 
Wine Industry Association by 
virtue of its activities contrary to 
the interests of our sustainable 
wine growing industry.

• AGL during its exploration for 
coal seam gas in the Hunter 
dumped over 110,000 litres 
of salty, contaminated water 
onto pasture, in breach of their 
lease conditions, attracting a 
remediation order from the 
government.

• AGL was issued with a “formal 
warning” by the state government 
following a blowout of a methane 
well near Campbelltown caused 
by incorrect operation of the well.

• AGL “failed to comply with the 
licence conditions in both of its 
Petroleum Exploration Licences 
affecting the Hunter Valley Wine 
Country” – government Audit.

• AGL gave evidence before the 
Senate Enquiry that it would not 
force entry onto any property 
if the owner said “no”, but 
then fought tooth and nail in 
court against the residents of 
Gloucester forcing coal seam 
methane production wells on that 
community.

• AGL failed to comply with 
its EPA Licence at its massive 
Camden gas works for a 
continuous period of three years. 
AGL “deeply regretted breaching 
its licence conditions.”

• This year AGL was fi ned for 
breaching its air pollution 
emission limits.

• AGL’s coal seam exploration 
in the winegrowing areas of the 
Hunter could risk a 200-year-
old agricultural industry for a 
couple of decades of fossil fuel 
extraction which could leave 

the farmland devastated and the 
underground water polluted.

So far as the Singleton Show 
is concerned, representations have 
also been made to each Singleton 
Councillor seeking that Council 
allocate more money to the show 
next year so that the organising 
committee won’t sell it off to AGL 
again. Councillor Val Scott was the 
one respondent saying “I also believe 
that it would be more desirable to 
have the show simply titled ‘Singleton 
Show’ as it always once was.” The 
Singleton Show belongs to the people 
of Singleton, not AGL.

Sponsoring local events is what 
these type of companies do to try and 
buy acceptance in local communities. 
An interesting movie, Promised Land 
with Matt Damon, is worth watching 
[see fi lm review Guardian #1592, 
May 8]. It mirrors exactly what AGL 
is attempting to do to the people of 
Singleton, including taking over the 
Show. You can obtain the movie 
through iTunes or Amazon.

It is very hard to raise money to 
stage events and run schools these 
days, but accepting a sponsorship 
which gives naming rights to a com-
pany, or which can advertise through 
schools, with this environmental 
history is plain wrong. It demeans 
the receiver.

The sooner that the NSW 
O’Farrell government passes the 
exclusion zone laws the closer we 

will be to ridding our area of AGL. 
We are a step closer with Minister 
Stoner saying, “As it stands the 
critical industry clusters (Viticulture 
and thoroughbred breeding) exclude 
coal seam gas extraction. They would 
exclude any mining activity where 
that mining activity would disrupt the 
operation of those critical industries.”
www.huntervalleyprotectionalliance.com 

Australia

AGL attempts to buy 
community support

Pete’s Corner

Union outraged 
by decision to 
sack 1,100 local 
Telstra staff
The Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) has expressed shock 
at a decision by Telstra to cut 1,100 
local jobs from its Operations 
section. 

CPSU lead organiser Teresa 
Davison said the decision is a slap 
in the face for Telstra workers. 
“Our members are shocked by the 
announcement. It’s really demoral-
ising for them.

“Telstra has made more than $3 
billion in net profi t every year for 
the past fi ve years. Those profi ts are 
the result of the hard work of staff 
and it’s hardly a fair reward to have 
1,100 jobs cut.

“Since January this year, more 
than 2,000 staff have been made 
redundant from Telstra and its sub-
sidiary, Sensis,” Ms Davison said. 

Telstra executive Brendon 
O’Reilly, with annual pay and 
benefi ts totalling over $2.8 million, 
made the announcement to staff 
today via email. Union representa-
tives are calling on the company to 
reverse its decision.

“We don’t believe it makes 
good business sense to get rid of 

highly skilled and loyal staff from 
Operations, particularly when 
Telstra is struggling to fi ll jobs 
in other areas including for large 
contracts such as Defence,” Ms 
Davison said.

The union said earlier 
announcements by Telstra about the 
proposed restructure of Operations 
had foreshadowed further offshor-
ing of Telstra jobs. 

Ms Davison said, “We still 
don’t know the extent to which 
these 1,100 jobs are going offshore. 
What we do know is that Telstra 
has never had more offshore work-
ers and the number has been stead-
ily increasing.

“It’s a kick in the guts for 
Australian workers and custom-
ers whose loyalty to Telstra is 
the foundation of the company’s 
profi tability.

“Our fi rst priority is support-
ing affected members. We expect 
Telstra to honour all staff entitle-
ments and provide opportunities 
for affected staff to apply for other 
job vacancies within Telstra,” Ms 
Davison said. 
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Traditional owners of Western 
Australia’s Burrup Peninsula 
are gearing up for a fi ght with 
a company proposing to quarry 
the land underlying the area’s 
renowned Aboriginal rock carv-
ings. The peninsula in WA’s Pilbara 
region contains an estimated one 
million rock carvings, known as 
petroglyphs, with some dating back 
to the last ice age.

The peninsula is also at the epi-
centre of WA’s booming natural gas 
industry and hosts the giant Karratha 
Gas Plant, operated by Woodside 
Petroleum.

Burrup Materials proposes to 
quarry the underlying rocks to use 
in building a wharf for Woodside’s 
Pluto offshore gas project. Burrup 
traditional owner Wilfred Hicks 
reacted angrily to yet another move 
to remove rock carvings. 

“We don’t want them rocks 
moved,” he said. “Those rocks been 
put there by the ancestors.

“They’re there for the life of our 
people because that is our Bible.”

Mr Hicks said there were plenty 
of other suitable quarry sites within an 
hour’s drive of the peninsula. Burrup 
Materials owner Kurt Mauritz said 
he had no intention of destroying 
rock art.

“Burrup Materials Pty Ltd and its 
owner hold in high regard the ecologi-
cal and cultural values of the Burrup 
Peninsula,” he said. “Burrup Materials 
Pty Ltd will not submit any proposal 

that, if approved, would result in the 
destruction of petroglyphs, nor does 
the company have an expectation that 
any application for approval to mine 
that necessitates the destruction of 
rock art would be approved.”

Mr Hicks, who is spokesman for 
Wong-goo-tt-oo senior Elder Tim 
Douglas, says he was not consulted 
before the company applied for pros-
pecting licences. Mr Mauritz said no 
consultation would take place unless 
he had the prospecting licences.

South Australian-based lawyer 
Mark Lawrence, who coordinates the 
Stand Up for the Burrup campaign, 
said protesters would blockade the 
site if the project went ahead.

“Supporters of world heritage 
around Australia are amazed that such 
an application could be entertained 
and have said that they are willing 
to drive to the Burrup and take direct 
action if necessary,” he said.

WA Greens MP Robin Chapple 
takes a dim view of the proposal.

“The Burrup has the largest con-
centration of rock art in the world, and 
is an extraordinary cultural landscape 
telling the story of ancient Aboriginal 
occupation over the past 30,000 
years,” he said.

“Hamersley Iron (owned by Rio 
Tinto) was the former owner of the 
area now in question, but recently 
handed the lease back to the state 
government because of its heritage 
values, and to ensure that the rock 
art would never be mined.”
Koori Mail 

Fresh stoush looms over 
Burrup rock art

Traditional owner Wilfred Hicks, left, with senior Elder Tim Douglas. (Photo: Koori Mail)

Aged care 
wilderness
The Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation (ANMF) 
has expressed outrage the new 
Coalition government has with-
drawn agreed wage improvements 
for low-paid aged care workers.

Federal secretary, Lee Thomas, 
said the ANMF was appalled the 
government announced it was 
suspending applications for the 
Workforce Supplement “without 
any consultation with the ANMF 
and its members working across 
the aged care sector.”

“This is a dark day for 
Australia’s aged care nurses 
and care workers and the older 
Australians they care for,” Ms 
Thomas said. “After fi ghting so 
long for wage parity, aged care 
nurses and carers have been cru-
elly abandoned by the new gov-
ernment. It’s plainly obvious the 
government has chosen to place 
the profi ts of providers over the 
interests of thousands of frontline 
nurses and care workers across the 
country.”

Ms Thomas said the $1.2 
billion allocated for wages and 
training, as part of the Workforce 
Compact, was the fi rst time gov-
ernment funding has directly 
fl owed into the pockets of under-
paid nurses and care workers.

“Since 2002 there has been a 
range of government funding ini-
tiatives directed at enhancing the 

capacity of aged care employers to 
offer competitive wages, including 
$211 million over four years in 
the 2002-03 Budget and a further 
$877.8 million over years from 
2004,” Ms Thomas said.

“But none of these additional 
amounts were tied to bargaining 
and consequently hardly any nurs-
es or assistants in nursing saw any 
benefi t. If the money didn’t reach 
them then, it’s certainly not going 
to reach them now. That’s why 
enterprising bargaining through 
the Workforce Compact was cru-
cial in ensuring that additional 
funding for the sector actually 
reaches nurses and other aged care 
workers.

The ANMF has approximately 
90 percent of the aged care sec-
tor already covered by enterprise 
agreements and these agreements 
award all nurses and in many 
cases assistants in nursing wages 
and conditions that are above the 
award. “Aged care workers can’t 
be kept in limbo. The govern-
ment must now come clean and 
spell out its plans for the sector 
to nurses, care workers, nursing 
home residents and their families. 
If we cannot recruit and retain 
nursing and care staff, it is older 
Australians primarily living in 
nursing homes who will ulti-
mately suffer through poorer care 
outcomes.” 

Hidden agenda on 
university cuts confi rmed
Earlier this year, the National 
Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) 
warned that a Coalition govern-
ment was hiding the range and 
breadth of funding cuts planned 
to universities.

“Unfortunately, the NTEU’s 
predictions that an Abbott-led 
government would take an axe to 
university funding and scrap targets 
to lift participation of disadvan-
taged students now appear to be 
confi rmed,” said NTEU national 
president Jeannie Rea.

Responding to comments 
made by Minister Pyne that the 
Coalition government was plan-
ning a major overhaul of the higher 
education sector, Rea said, “Clearly, 
the Coalition never planned to 
be upfront on their plans for 
universities.

“The Prime Minister told the 
Australian people that he would 
lead a government offering no ‘nas-
ty surprises, and no lame excuses’, 
but within the fi rst month of gov-
ernment they have announced plans 
to roll back student access, axe 

services, dump the Student Services 
and Amenities Fee (SSAF) and cut 
funding to the sector by $2 billion. 
It is clear that the Coalition have 
had a hidden agenda on universities 
for some time.”

The opening up of universities 
under Labor has enabled 190,000 
more students, many from disad-
vantaged backgrounds, to access 
higher education. However, the 
Coalition’s changes will diminish 
access to a university education.

“Mr Pyne’s announcement 
that the Coalition government is 
also considering a reintroduction 
on caps on student places directly 
contradicts the commitment he 
gave two months ago when he said 
that the Coalition had ‘no plans to 
restore the cap’.”

Ms Rea said, “Of particular 
concern is the announcement that 
the Coalition plans to axe the 
HECS-based SSAF which supports 
student services and representa-
tion, despite a sector-wide review 
last year clearly demonstrating the 
value of the SSAF.”

Although the student services 
fee per student is modest and rolled 
into HECS, it is vital for the pro-
vision of non-academic services 
on campuses, such as childcare, 
welfare, sport and recreational 
activities.

Ms Rea said the decision to 
remove the SSAF is clearly based 
on political ideology and bias. “It is 
not based on logic, commonsense, 
or what is best for our universities 
and students. Mr Pyne is clearly 
focusing upon the proportion of the 
SSAF which supports student advo-
cacy and representative structures.

“Closing down critical voices 
of students through their student 
organisations should be antithetical 
to a government which purports to 
support freedom of speech”, added 
Rea.

“While Minister Pyne claims 
that the Coalition is concerned with 
quality in higher education, these 
announcements are a retrograde 
step which are likely to nega-
tively impact upon both access and 
quality.” 

Vic Williams was one of the best working class and communist poets of Australian 
literature. His writing came from a lifetime of struggle and experiences, in particular in 
industry and on the Fremantle waterfront.

Katharine Susannah Prichard wrote: “He fuses a passionate and sensuous vision of 
the earth he knows and loves with thought, direct and forceful, about everyday life 
and work of men and women. There is, I think, a high rare quality in Victor Williams’ 
poetry.”

Three Golden Giants and other poems contains some of his most popular poems. The 
lines: I do not live with a divided heart. One love, one aim, once class my loyalty … 
from “The Undivided Heart” are illustrative of the direct and forceful approach. In all 
there are 21 poems in the booklet, including “Delegate”; “Speak for Us, Pablo Neruda”; 
“Along the Waterfront”; and “My Baby Cries”.
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“The new rates of income support 
payments this quarter highlight 
deepening fault lines in Australia’s 
social security arrangements,” 
says the National Welfare Rights 
Network. Maree O’Halloran from 
the Network reiterated the call for 
the government to give priority to 
poverty alleviation and assistance 
for people out of work for lengthy 
periods.

“The fi nancial losses for sin-
gle parents dumped onto Newstart 
Allowance will reach $80 per week. 
The most that 700,000 people 
looking for work on the Newstart 
Allowance will receive is an extra $2 
a week. This still leaves unemployed 
Australians languishing on poverty-
rate payments of just $35 a day.”

Three and a half million age, 
disability and carer pensioners got 
a much needed and welcome boost 
from September 20 of up to $9 a week 
to $375.85. With rises to the Clean 
Energy Supplement (10 cents pw) 
and the Pension Supplement (15 cents 
pw), pensioners will receive a total 
boost of $9.35 to $413.55 a week.

By contrast, payments for single 
unemployed people on maximum 
rate of the Newstart Allowance 
will increase by just $2 per week, 
to $250.50. In addition, the Clean 
Energy Supplement will increase 
by fi ve cents a week, to $4.25. This 
leaves a Newstart recipient just 
$254.75 a week to live on.

Single parents on Newstart will 
receive a basic payment of $271.05 
per week, an increase of $2.15. 
Their Clean Energy Supplement will 
increase by fi ve cents a week, to $4.60 

per week, bringing their total weekly 
income to $275.65.

112,000 single parents on 
Newstart will get only a quarter of 
the increase that they would have 
received if previous governments 
had not shunted them onto the lower-
paying Newstart Allowance.

Around 230,000 Parenting 
Payment Single recipients will get a 
boost of $8.10 per week in the base 
rate of pension, to $339.20 per week. 
Increases to the Supplement (10 cents) 
and the Clean Energy Supplement 
(5 cents), brings their increases to 
$8.25, to a maximum weekly income 
of $355.80.

“Single parents on the maximum 
rates of Newstart payments are now 
$80.15 per week worse off in com-
parison to those receiving Parenting 
Payment Single.

In 2006, the weekly difference for 
parents on Newstart and single parents 
on the pension was only $26. This 
difference has grown by $54 to $80 
over the intervening six years, largely 
due to the less generous indexations 
arrangements that apply to Allowance 
payments.

Young unemployed people and 
students on Youth Allowance do not 
receive any increase from September 
20, as their payments are only indexed 
in January of each year.

This means around 350,000 
young unemployed people and stu-
dents on the Youth Allowance will 
miss out altogether. An 18 year old 
living away from home must try and 
survive on desperately low social 
security payments of just $203.75 
per week. They are simply unable 

to keep a roof over their head, feed 
themselves and pay bills. It is impos-
sible to look for work on a sum that 
hasn’t been increased in real terms 
for nearly 20 years.

The good news is that 1.1 million 
Australians on the lowest social secu-
rity payments will receive half of their 
annual Supplementary Allowance, 
worth $105 for singles and $175 for 
couples.

Unfortunately, the[Abbott] gov-
ernment has indicated that they will 
axe the Supplementary Allowance, 
which has been the fi rst real increase 
in payments for unemployed people 
in almost two decades.

The release of the new twice-
yearly indexation of social security 
payment shows an alarming and wid-
ening gap in payment rates between 
people on pensions and those on 
allowance payments.

The difference in weekly pay-
ments for single people on pensions 
and Newstart Allowance is $125.35. 
When the various supplements are 
taken into account, the gap widens 
to $158.50 a week.

Unfair indexation is making the 
Australian social security system 
increasingly unfair and unsustainable. 
Newstart Allowance is predicted to 
shrink to just a third of the pension 
by 2050 and just 11 percent of the 
minimum wage if the current rules 
are not changed.

“We will continue to advocate for 
improved employment assistance to 
get people into work and an adequate 
income while people are looking for 
jobs,” said Maree O’Haolloran. 

Welfare payment increases 
show fault lines developing

An 18 year old living away from home 
must try and survive on desperately 
low social security payments of just 

$203.75 per week.

The Australian Institute of Criminology publishes national 
death-in-custody statistics which allows for investigation and 
monitoring of deaths in police and prison custody. It is also a 
useful tool in determining what can be done to prevent those 
deaths. It is a different story for asylum seekers – there is no 
national tally of deaths in immigration custody and research-
ers warn that this practice and lack of information is 
costing lives. The authorities are not informed about sys-
temic weaknesses in the way asylum seekers are treated 
in detention or at sea after they have been spotted by author-
ities. It is believed that there have been 50 people who 
have died in the custody of immigration offi cials since 2000.

Poland’s workers were out in the streets recently protesting 
against low wages, pension reforms and generally speaking 
venting their anger at the government which has failed to provide 
decent jobs and conditions for its citizens. More than 100,000 
people gathered in the capital – the largest gathering in a 
country where young workers have to go abroad to eke a liv-
ing. While Polish industries are in decline, the former president 
and Solidarity head Lech Walesa came up with a “bright” idea 
to merge Poland and Germany into one state. There have 
been many attempts to re-write history and revise the results of 
the Second World War. Mr Walesa’s ideas caused a negative 
response in Poland as many there still remember the Nazi occu-
pation of the country. Germany did not comment on the idea. 

Somebody once said that the best move the Ministry of 
War in Britain made was to rename it into the Ministry of 
Defence. Weasel language has been used for ages to con-
fuse people and present something smelly as fragrant and 
desirable. It is heartening to know that this tradition is still 
alive and well. In NSW it is Energy and Resources Minister 
Chris Hartcher who is trying to put a bit of spin on coal seam 
gas (CSG) by renaming it “natural gas from coal seams”. So 
natural, so green and friendly! What’s next? Fluffy asbestos?

Kevin Rudd was called a control freak by Tony Abbott because 
of Mr Rudd’s media management. But it seems now that he 
is Prime Minister Mr Abbott is not averse to doing the same. 
All requests for interviews will be vetted by Mr Abbott’s head 
of communications. The Minister for Immigration has already 
announced that asylum boat arrivals would be kept secret. 
Nobody in the Coalition is to give interviews without a pri-
or approval from the Prime Minister’s offi ce. Mr Abbott also 
declared that his own media appearances would be “measured”.

West Papuans fl own to 
Port Moresby
Refugee groups are concerned for 
the welfare and security of seven 
West Papuan asylum seekers fl own 
overnight from Horn Island to Port 
Moresby.

The seven who arrived in Boigu 
Island in the Torres Strait are fl ee-
ing Indonesian military and police.

One West Papuan accused of 
promoting West Papuan independ-
ence and involvement in an inde-
pendence ceremony on September 
12 has been arrested by Indonesian 
police, while others are being 
hunted.

The seven are scheduled to 
meet offi cials from PNG immi-
gration and the International 
Organisation of Migration at 8am 
(Friday, September 27).

“The Australian government 
has ignored the West Papuans 
request for asylum in Australia and 
hastily deported them to PNG. It 
has breached the West Papuans’ 
human rights and its obligation not 
to deport asylum seekers to danger. 
PNG will not provide protection for 
West Papuan asylum seekers,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the 
Refugee Action Coalition.

“The Coalition government has 
ignored their right to claim asylum 
and conveniently removed the West 
Papuans to PNG to avoid aggra-
vating diplomatic relations with 
Indonesia. It is shameful political 
expediency.”

Meanwhile, the Refugee 
Action Coalition has condemned 
Immigration Minister Scott 
Morrison’s announcement that 
Nauru detention will be expanded 
and that more family groups will be 
sent to Nauru.

“Nauru is a hell-hole that 
should be closed,” said Ian Rintoul. 
“The conditions are atrocious and it 
is unfi t for anyone let alone families 
and children.”

Two asylum seekers have 
attempted suicide in the last week.

There are still only six toilets 
for over 300 people in the main 
(replacement) camp for single men, 
which was the site of the mass food 
poisoning outbreak a few weeks 
ago. There is limited water.

“While around 150 single men 
have been shifted from Nauru to 
Curtin detention centre in recent 
weeks, the others left behind are 

living in appalling conditions. They 
have not been told when they will 
be moved off Nauru. Around 200 
are still waiting for the answer to 
their refugee assessments that were 
completed before the July 19 fi re. 
There is no doubt there are genuine 
assessed refugees being held on 
Nauru and in Curtin” said Rintoul.

“Although scores of charges 
against supposed rioters have been 
dropped, others are still being kept 
in a separate fenced area of the 
main camp. Two of these asylum 
seekers are on hunger strike.

“The unseemly haste to expand 
detention on Nauru has left all the 
asylum seekers in dire straits.”

There are no adequate facilities 
for families in the family camp. 
Marquees are the only accommoda-
tion and the camp is located in one 
of the hottest places on the island, 
with no proper recreation area or 
health care.

There are also increasing 
reports of abuse and beatings by 
Nauruan guards in the main camp. 
Tension among the Nauruan com-
munity since fi re destroyed the 
original detention centre is spilling 
over into brutal treatment by the 
guards.

“There is an urgent need for 
independent human rights oversight 
on Nauru. Nauru is another place 
that Scott Morrison wants to keep 
away from scrutiny.” 
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The Globe and Mail, August 13, 2013: 
Independent fi sheries scientist Alexandra 
Morton is raising concerns about a disease 
she says is spreading through Pacifi c herring 
causing fi sh to haemorrhage. “Two days 
ago I did a beach seine on Malcolm Island 
[near Port McNeill on northern Vancouver 
Island] and I got approximately 100 of these 
little herring and they were not only bleed-
ing from their fi ns, but their bellies, their 
chins, their eyeballs. It was 100 per cent … 
I couldn’t fi nd any that weren’t bleeding to 
some degree. And they were schooling with 
young sockeye [salmon].”

Sun News, August 12, 2013: Morton 
dragged up several hundred of the fi sh this 
past weekend and found the apparent infection 
had spread – instead of their usual silver col-
our the fi sh had eyes, tails, underbellies, gills 
and faces plastered with a sickly red colour. 
“I have never seen fi sh that looked this bad.” 
In June, the affected fi sh were only found in 
eastern Johnstone Strait, but have since spread 
to Alert Bay and Sointula, she said.

Canada.com, August 16, 2013: Morton 
pulled up a net of about 100 herring near 
Sointula and found they were all bleeding. 
“It was pretty shocking to see,” said Morton. 
“Herring school with small sockeye salmon 
and are also eaten by chinook and coho.”

Pacifi c herring in Canada – 
bleeding eyeballs, fi ns, tails

Dr Helen Caldicott

As the escape of radiation at Fukushima 
seems virtually unstoppable, there are still 
steps that governments all over the world 
should take to prevent worst case conse-
quences. One of them would be cancelling 
the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo.

Scientifi c estimates predict that the radio-
active plume travelling east across the Pacifi c 
will likely hit the shores of Oregon, Washington 
State and Canada early next year. California will 
probably be impacted later that year. Because 
the ongoing fl ow of water from the reactor site 
will be virtually impossible to stop, a radioactive 
plume will continue to migrate across the Pacifi c 
affecting Hawaii, North America, South America 
and eventually Australia for many decades.

We are only talking about ocean currents, 
however, fi sh swim thousands of miles and 
don’t necessarily follow the currents. Big fi sh 
concentrate radiation most effi ciently, and 
tuna have already been caught off the coast of 
California containing caesium from Fukushima. 
Seaweed also effi ciently concentrates radioac-
tive elements.

As I contemplate the future at Fukushima, 
it seems that the escape of radiation is virtually 
unstoppable. The levels of radiation in buildings 
1, 2 and 3 are now so high that no human can 
enter or get close to the molten cores. It will 
therefore be impossible to remove these cores 
for hundreds of years if ever.

Buildings 1, 2 & 3 
If one of these buildings collapses, the 

targeted fl ow of cooling water to the pools and 
cores would cease, the cores would become 
red hot and possibly ignite releasing massive 
amounts of radiation into the air and water, 
and the fuel in the cooling pools could ignite. 
It is strange that neither the US government in 
particular nor the global community seem to be 
concerned about these imminent possibilities and 
exhibit no urge to avert catastrophe. 

Similarly the global media is strangely 
disconnected with the ongoing crisis. Most 
importantly, the Japanese government until very 
recently has obstinately refused to invite and 
collaborate with foreign experts from nuclear 
engineering companies and/or governments.

Building 4 

This structure was severely damaged during 
the initial quake, its walls are bulging, and it 
sank 79 centimetres into the ground. On the roof 
sits a cooling pool containing about 250 tons 
of hot fuel rods, most of which had just been 
removed from the reactor core days before the 
earthquake struck. This particular core did not 
melt because Tepco (Fukushima’s owner Tokyo 
Electric) was able maintain a continuous fl ow 
of cooling water, so the rods and their holding 
racks are still intact, but geometrically deformed 
due to the force of the hydrogen explosion.

The cooling pool contains 8,800 pounds of 
plutonium plus over 100 other highly radioac-
tive isotopes. Instead of this core melting into 
a larval mass like the other three cores, it sits 
exposed to the air atop the shaky building. A 
large earthquake could disrupt the integrity of 
the building, causing it to collapse and taking the 
hot fuel rods with it. The cooling water would 
evaporate and the intrinsic heat of the radioactive 
rods would ignite a fi re as the zirconium clad-
ding reacted with air, releasing the radioactive 
equivalent of 14,000 Hiroshima-sized bombs 
and 10 times more caesium than Chernobyl. 

Not only would the Northern Hemisphere 
become badly contaminated, but the Japanese 
government is seriously contemplating evacuat-
ing 35 million people from Tokyo should this 
happen. Tepco has constructed a steel frame to 
strengthen the shaky building in order to place 
a massive crane on the roof so they can extract 
the hot rods by remote control. This operation 
is always performed by computer and a remote 
manually-controlled extraction has never been 
attempted before. If the rods are deformed, a rod 
could fracture releasing so much radiation that 
the workers would have to evacuate or, should 
they touch each other, a chain reaction could 
release huge amounts of radiation.

I defer to Arnie Gundersen, a nuclear 
engineer in whom I have great faith. He says 
that a two-meter thick zeolite wall should be 
constructed some distance from the reactors 
on the mountainside, which would effectively 
absorb the caesium from the water surround-
ing the reactor cores so it could not get out and 
further pollute the pure water descending from 
the mountain. At the same time, channels must 

be constructed to pump and divert the unpolluted 
mountain water into the sea. Then the three 
molten cores and their associated buildings 
could be immersed in concrete as the Soviets 
did at Chernobyl, and the situation could pos-
sibly be neutralised for about 100 years. What 
our poor descendants will then decide to do 
with this radioactive rubbish dump is beyond 
my comprehension.

However, as one Japanese offi cial said, 
“If we just buried them no one would look at 
another nuclear plant for years.” An interest-
ing reaction, so it is perfectly obvious that 
despite the calamity, they still want to pursue 
the nuclear option.

In North America and Canada the EPA 
should immediately start monitoring the fi sh 
routinely caught off the west coast and it must 
also, as a matter of urgency, establish many 
effective airborne monitors up and down the 
west coast and across the US continent, so that 

if there is another large release of radiation it 
will be effectively measured and the informa-
tion rapidly passed on to the public. The same 
holds true for Canada.

The US and Canadian governments must 
forthwith ban imported food from Japan, unless 
each batch is monitored for contamination, and 
the food grown in the US and Canada needs to 
be effectively monitored pending another major 
accident. The US has allowed food measuring up 
to 1,200 Becquerels per kilo to be sold in the US 
from Japan, while the Japanese allowable con-
centration for food is only 100 Becquerels per 
kilo. What does the US government think it is 
doing purposely exposing people to radioactive 
food? This situation must be urgently amended.

Nuclear Olympics 
Given these impending problems, how can 

Japanese Prime Minister Abe possibly say that 
Tokyo will be safe for the Olympics? He actually 

“Response” from Canadian 
government 

Vancouver 24 hrs, August, 11, 2013: Morton says 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada [FOC] is ignoring the 
problem. According to emails from FOC, the federal 
authority had asked the marine biologist to send in 20 
to 30 herring in September 2011, saying that would 
be “more than suffi cient for the lab to look for clinical 
signs of disease and provide suffi cient diagnostics. She 
did, and hasn’t heard back since. FOC offi cials did not 
respond to a request for comment by the 24 hours press 
time.

Canada.com, August 16, 2013: Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada is trying to confi rm reports from an independ-
ent biologist that herring around northern Vancouver 
Island have a disease that is causing bleeding from their 
gills, bellies and eyeballs. Arlene Tompkins of DFO’s 
[Department of Fisheries and Oceans’] salmon assess-
ment section said staff in the Port Hardy area have not 
found bleeding herring. “We are trying to retrieve sam-
ples, but we were not successful because of heavy fog,” 
she said. “We haven’t had any other reports of fi sh kills 
or die-offs.” Tompkins has seen photographs provided 
by Morton.

UPDATE: Canadian offi cial publicly claims “no 
concern” over new Fukushima leak info … Yet privately 
requested tests on salmon, due to “great public concern 
about potential radiation contamination in these fi sh”.
globalresearch.ca 

2020 Olympics 
under contamination threat

The levels of radiation in buildings 1, 2 and 3 are now so high that no human can enter or get close to the mo
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Tony Gosling

Click! Another notch on the ratchet turn-
ing the UK from civilisation to fascism 
this week as Britain’s Justice Minister, 
Chris Grayling, announced ten-year jail 
sentences for those who claim too much 
state benefit. The latest statistics from the 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) 
show that £1.3 billion was fraudulently 
claimed in 2012/13. Tax Justice Network 
figures estimating tax fraud by the super-
rich at £60 billion, which is around 50 
times greater, seem to have “evaded” 
Grayling; as has the estimated eight times 
greater figure of £10 billion in unclaimed 
benefits. 

The sad fact is simply that tyrants are 
running the show and rather than pay their 
fair share they intend to squeeze the poor 
until the pips squeak. 

Most government legal aid has also been 
cut off this year while destitute squatters who 
manage to fi nd a derelict or empty home to 
spend the night have also been turned into 
criminals for the fi rst time in British history. 
Rather than the wealthy owner of the empty 
property having to pick up the eviction tab, 
now it’s a job for the taxpayers and police.

So who benefits from the unspeak-
able cruelty of criminalising poverty and 
homelessness?

At 15 percent Britain has more private 
prisons than anywhere else in Europe. This 
particular US policy of containment, where 2.4 
million, one quarter of the world’s “criminals” 
are incarcerated, means the more people go 
to jail the bigger the bags of cash for cold-
blooded private interests.

This was illustrated in the US in 2009 
when Pennsylvania Judges Mark A Ciavarella 
and Michael Conahan were discovered taking 
US$2.6 million from private prison fi rms and 
convicted of racketeering. The only surprise 
about that case was that they were caught and 
convicted. Those who gain from such back-
room handshaking deals are more careful now.

In Victorian times the poor were sent to 
the workhouse: a state institution which was 
supposed to provide gainful employment and 
a roof over the head of the destitute. Charles 
Dickens portrayed the regime brilliantly in 
his 1839 classic Oliver Twist, but his lessons 
are being forgotten. If the present government 
gets their way the backbreaking days of the 
workhouse will be back.

Concentration camps
In 1900, during the Boer War, Britain had 

the dubious honour of creating the world’s fi rst 
concentration camps where 30,000 political 
prisoners, mostly families of the Afrikaans 
enemy, were killed.

In the 1950s Kenya too, during the free-
dom struggles of the native Land and Freedom 
Army, 20,000 are estimated to have been killed. 
Nicknamed Mau-Mau by the dying British 
Empire, torture and labour camps were set up 
with summary capital punishment to eliminate 
political prisoners.

Back home there were a couple of decades 
of respite after the bloodletting of World War 
Two before 1980s Thatcherism created a perma-
nent pool of millions of unemployed in Britain 
and deunionisation began.

After 2000, economic migrants from an 
eastward expanding EU were used to force 
wages down even further. Mass mesmerism 
by the London media branded anyone who 
questioned the wisdom of driving down hard 
fought pay and conditions, as a racist.

As if it were not enough for our “owners”, 
unencumbered by the interests of the major-
ity, to force pay below survival level, bills are 
now increasing way above infl ation while pay 
remains static, forcing millions into poverty 
whether in or out of work. It’s miserable social 
engineering on a massive scale. 

So, like the loan shark fi rms, Britain’s Prison 
Industrial Complex gawps longingly at the new 
underclass of desperate Untermenschen and 
licks its collective lips. The shameless generals 
in charge of this business battle group will have 
those contracts come hell or high water.

Around 15 percent of Britain’s prison popu-
lation is presently behind private bars. According 
to the Howard League for Penal Reform, G4S 
and Serco jails are the worst.

The world’s biggest private security fi rm 
G4S, famous for the Olympics fi asco when the 
British Army had to be drafted in less than a 
month before the games, are suffering criminal 
investigation with Serco over their joint £50 
million government fraud.

Serco’s contract for managing Britain’s 
nuclear weapons establishment at Aldermaston, 
amazingly, has carried on unperturbed. Are 
bored civil servants deliberately courting disaster 
to add a little excitement to their lives?

Britain’s National Association of Probation 
Offi cers, NAPO, who manage murderers, sex 
offenders, paedophiles, the country’s most 

dangerous criminals, began opposition to their 
service being sold off this week. Likely bid-
ders being known fraudsters G4S and Serco, 
the directors of which should, themselves, be 
behind bars.

Dehumanising
The privatisation of the criminal justice sys-

tem is a strategy of malice. It is about dehumanis-
ing the people who most need society’s help. The 
greedy simply scapegoating the weak. They’re 
turning our cities into “people farms” where 
only the fi t deserve to survive, justice is ditched, 
and money is the only law in the human jungle.

Back in the 1940s Nazi Germany perpetra-
tors of “crimes against the party” were worked 
to death in labour camps. Under the Claims 
Conference scheme companies that still existed 
after the war such as Volkswagen, whose slave 
labourers manufactured the V1 fl ying bomb, 
Porsche and Mercedes put their hands in their 
pockets, compensating the families of the con-
centration camp victims.

One company though was peculiarly reluc-
tant to contribute. The Quandt family employed 
50,000 slave labourers during the war. They 
owned the Mauser gun fi rm and AFA which 
manufactured essential batteries for submarines, 
tanks, aircraft of the Nazi war machine.

At the end of the war, with marital ties to 
the Goebbels family and a tidy fortune, they 
sold up to buy a controlling share in the private 
car manufacturer Bayerische Motoren Werke 
or BMW. The family felt the money had been 
made elsewhere so exonerated them from paying 
reparations to the Claims Conference.

Not all Germans agreed and on October 
2007 an award winning documentary The 
Silence of The Quandts appeared one night to 
a shocked nation. The surprise fi lm was kept 
off TV schedules so as to avoid the billionaire 
Quandts getting an injunction to halt the broad-
cast. In most of the rest of the world, sadly, 
where the documentary has not been shown the 
BMW brand has survived intact.

Several months ago I stopped to give some 
change to a rough-shaven Bristol beggar in his 
late twenties who, it turned out, was a skilled 
electrical worker, just released from prison. “It 
can seem worse on the outside,” he said. “I left 
with nothing but the clothes I went in with and 
nowhere to go”. He went on to tell me about 
the prison labour he’d been doing for pennies 
an hour over his 12-month stretch: wiring up 
thousands of indicator stalks for BMW.
RT 

Criminalised poor 
swelling Britain’s 
“labour camps”

said that “there is absolutely no problem” and 
“the situation is under control”. Does he not 
understand that parts of Tokyo are already 
radioactively contaminated and that his govern-
ment is dumping ashes from the incineration of 
thousands of tons of radioactive debris from 
the tsunami and earthquake into Tokyo Bay? 
Is this what the athletes will be swimming in?

What if there is another major release of 
radiation before the Olympics? Young fi t peo-
ple who have spent years in rigorous training 
must, under no circumstances be exposed to 
radioactive air, food or water. And how can 
Abe possibly consider spending all that money 
housing people in expensive accommodation 
and constructing stadiums etc when his own 
people – 160,000 Fukushima refugees – live in 
shacks and millions still live in highly radioac-
tive zones and when the Fukushima complex 
is out of control?
RT 

olten cores.
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Victor Grossman

BERLIN: What rejoicing! What 
a triumph for Angela Merkel 
(“Mutti” or “Angie” as she is so 
often called), the East German girl 
who, as head of state, has really 
made it to the top. All the world 
is congratulating her, and she did 
indeed succeed in winning an awful 
lot of votes in the German elections 
last month. Yes, personalities do 
count, and the combination of an 
administration untainted by tumult 
or any recent economic crashes 
plus her homey, unexcited, down-
to-earth way of speaking made for 
her big success.

But was it really such a big win? 
The collapse of the junior partners in 
her government, the Free Democrats, 
left them out of the Bundestag and 
her out of a majority! Her 42 percent 
vote, impressive as it was with many 
parties contesting, left her with the 
biggest bloc of 311 seats in the 630-
seat Bundestag, but fi ve seats short of 
a needed majority. So instead of the 
previous more-or-less like-minded 
partner, further to the right on most 
issues, she must try to forge an alli-
ance with her main election oppo-
nents, the Social Democrats.

In a way, this was a Pyrrhic 
victory; her new Social Democratic 
partners will, even more than the Free 
Democrats, try to get into the act, sty-
mieing every move they disapprove of 
and always geared to winning points 
with the public.

But if we are to judge by the four 
years (2005-2009) when there was the 
last such Christian Democratic-Social 
Democratic coalition, their differences 
may not be on principle. In the elec-
tion campaign the Social Democrats 
tried to sound very socially conscious. 
But some recalled that the two biggest 
parties, ruling together, had in 2007 
raised the value-added tax from 16 to 
19 percent on virtually all purchases 
– for most people a hard blow to the 
solar plexus.

And since the Social Democrats 
have also supported virtually the 
Merkel government’s entire for-
eign policy no great changes can 
be expected. Indeed, campaign foe 
Steinbrück once served happily as 
Finance Minister with Merkel as her 
chancellor.

Merkel might try to win those 
majority-necessary votes in the 
Bundestag not with the Social 
Democrats but from the Greens. For 
years, most Greens would have con-
sidered the whisper of such a move 
the worst kind of blasphemy; after all, 
they were founded as a protest party. 

But somehow its leaders have 

not only greyed physically but also 
in the vigour of their principles. They 
hammered away against atomic and 
coal energy and thus gained popular-
ity especially after the Fukushima 
catastrophe, but otherwise they have 
moved more and more to what is 
euphemistically called “the centre.” 
Their ecological demands often lacked 
regard for the welfare of those less 
prosperous – or less educated.

On foreign policy they were often 
rabid – denouncing Merkel’s govern-
ment for not joining in the war against 
Libya while approving, except for 
some brave mavericks, involvement 
in Afghanistan.

Some right-wing Greens have 
been bold enough to support a deal 
with Merkel, which could also put 
her over the top in her hunt for a 
majority. There is actually one other 
possibility. If Social Democrats and 
Greens would join with the Left Party 
they would have 319 seats, four more 
than required, and they could govern. 
Or could they?

During the entire election cam-
paign right-wingers warned of just 
this danger, sounding as if the three 
parties were conspiring to rebuild the 
Berlin Wall or reconstitute the Stasi. 
(The state security organisation of 
the dismantled German Democratic 
Republic.)

The Social Democrats swore 
repeatedly that they would never, ever 
even think of joining those far left bad 
boys and girls and the Greens chimed 
in, if not quite so loudly.

Within the Left Party there was 
also much debate, indeed controversy, 
as to whether joining in such a gov-
ernment coalition might head them 
down a fatal rightward ramp. Now the 
possibility has fi nally arrived – but it 
seems likely that, as so often in the 
past, Social Democrats (and Greens 
as well) would prefer to team up with 
Merkel on the right rather than with a 
party which, despite all its inner con-
fl icts and disagreements, is the only 
real force opposing painful, unneces-
sary cuts on the domestic scene and 
more and more involvement on the 
international stage – brutal economi-
cally and often militarily as well.

So what about the Left? How 
did it manage in an election often 
labelled dull, unexciting, and boring. 
The reason for these labels fl ows 
from the media’s focus on the two 
main candidates, whose personalities 
differed far more sharply than their 
views or plans.

It was actually the Left Party 
which provided the suspense! 
Foreign media almost universally 
missed this, whether on purpose or 
due to ingrained prejudices. The 

International Herald Tribune (run 
by the New York Times), reporting on 
the elections in the days before and 
after the vote, had plenty on Merkel 
and Steinbrück and a whole page on 
the new anti-Euro party (which then 
failed to make it into the Bundestag), 
but only a tiny handful of lines barely 
mentioning the Left Party and even 
then getting facts and even dates 
wrong.

Many German media reported that 
the party, with fewer votes, was thus 
a loser. But the triumphant spirit at 
party headquarters in Berlin seemed 
to cancel out this judgment.

True enough, the Left Party 
received nearly four percent points 
less than in its glorious, nearly 12 
percent vote of 2009 – which was in 
many ways exceptional, following 
as it did four years of Merkel-Social 
Democratic coalition. But members 
of the party recall that outside pres-
sure and especially inner dispute hit 
so hard that until last June it seemed 
doubtful whether it could even get 
the needed fi ve percent to stay in the 
Bundestag.

Then, after an armistice within 
the party and a consistent position 
against involvement in Syria and on 
social issues, the poll results inched 
upward, straggling during the summer 
from six to eight, then more recently 
creeping up to nine and even ten. A 

two digit result as goal, fi rst uttered 
as a joke with a dreamy smile, gained 
vigour and became more realistic. 
In this sense the fi nal 8.6 percent 
result was a disappointment. But the 
Left was defi nitely still in play and, 
with the Free Democrats out and the 
Greens in a nose-dive, it found itself 
in third place.

Gregor Gysi, fraction chairperson 
and by far the party’s main election 
speaker, was jubilant: “If I had said 
in 1990 that our party would one day 
become the third strongest party in 
Germany I might have wound up in 
psychiatric treatment.” Now, if Merkel 
joins with the Social Democrats, 
which seems most likely, the Left 
Party will lead the opposition, ahead 
of the weakened Greens.

There was one more slim tri-
umph for the Left Party. Aside from 
the main vote there was one state 
election on Sunday, in Hesse. There, 
too, while Social Democrats and 
Christian Democrats were billed as 
main opponents, four smaller parties 
yearned to cross that fi ve percent 
line. The Free Democrats, while fail-
ing on the federal level, managed to 
just barely scrape through with fi ve 
percent, a very tiny consolation for 
their historic loss. 

The new right-wing Alternative 
for Germany party, basing itself 
largely on opposition to the euro cur-
rency, got lots of votes for a new party 
but missed the hurdle both nationally 
and in Hesse. And the young Pirates 
party, which garnered so much pub-
licity in past years, got marooned on 
both levels at around two percent.

And the Left Party? Up until the 
end the polls gave it a bitter four per-
cent; it looked as if it would lose its 
hold in one of the last states in former 
West Germany. But, after some teeter-
ing close to that fatal line, it fi nally 

emerged with 5.4 percent and will be 
right in there, embarrassing the other 
Hessians in the state legislature. 

There, too, as on the national 
level, it will now be necessary to 
move pieces like Lego bricks in an 
attempt to somehow form a govern-
ment without those accursed lefties. 
They cannot be ignored; in other 
words, this too was a victory for the 
Left Party – if a slim one!

Elsewhere there were ups and 
downs. The Christian Democrats, 
building on the “Angela image” and 
hopefully continued economic stabil-
ity, moved ahead almost everywhere. 
In four of the fi ve former East German 
states the Left Party came in second, 
in East Berlin (but only there) four 
candidates won seats directly in their 
districts (among them Gregor Gysi 
and former party co-president Gesine 
Loetzsch). 

They regained some of their 
former strength in East Berlin, always 
in fi rst place and almost 35 percent 
in one borough, and even did well in 
West Berlin, with nearly 15 percent 
in one borough. It will now send 64 
delegates to the Bundestag, 34 women 
and 30 men, 12 less than in 2009.

All in all, the elections produced 
a hodge-podge of results; it may take 
weeks or months to agree on a new 
government – under the sceptre of 
“Mutti” Angela. It is way too early, 
however, to celebrate too much about 
Left Party gains. 

With no more need to placate vot-
ers, and with possible weak resistance 
from the Social Democratic partners, 
Germany could now lurch further 
to the right, at home and in foreign 
policy. Mass resistance is the thing 
that will be required to prevent this 
from happening.
People’s World 
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Merkel victory: 
Was it really so big?

Angela Merkel.
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Sudan’s capital, Khartoum, and 
neighbouring Omdurman, as well 
as Port Sudan and other parts of 
the country, are being rocked by 
mass protests and government 
repression, with the loss of at 
least 70 lives so far in Khartoum 
alone. The immediate cause of the 
fl are-up is a sharp increase in fuel 
prices, but the roots of the clashes 
go much deeper.

The Sudanese government of 
Omar Hassan al-Bashir, who seized 
power in a coup d’etat in 1989, has 
been locked in many-sided internal 
and external confl icts. In 2011, after 
a long civil war, Sudan was forced 
to relinquish control over its south-
ernmost provinces, which split off to 
form the new independent nation of 
South Sudan. 

The potential for conflict 
between Sudan and South Sudan 
was immediately clear: South Sudan 
ended up with most of the two coun-
tries’ oil reserves, while the pipeline 
needed to get oil from South Sudan 
to Port Sudan on the Red Sea coast, 
and thence to markets, runs for 
hundreds of miles through Sudan’s 
territory.

To make up for the loss of those 
oil reserves, al-Bashir’s government 
tried to charge exorbitant fees to 
South Sudan for use of the pipeline, 
leading to a brief war last year. South 
Sudan has also been talking to Uganda 
and Kenya to explore the possibility 
of building a new pipeline to cross 
these countries to the Kenyan port of 
Lamu, which would leave Sudan cut 
out completely.

Furthermore, some forces which 
had been fi ghting against al-Bashir’s 
regime ended up within the territory 
of Sudan, and have continued to clash 
with Sudanese troops in the South 
Kurdufan and Blue Nile provinces. 

Also, there is a long-running 
armed confl ict in Sudan’s Western 
province of Darfur; the cruelty of 
militias affi liated with the Bashir 
government in that confl ict has caused 
the Sudanese president to become 
a wanted man in the eyes of the 
International Criminal Court.

Within Sudan today, there have 
been frequent but relatively small-
scale protests against basic economic 
inequities in this rather poor country 
(per capita Gross Domestic Product is 
stalled at US$2,400) and the authori-
tarian nature of al-Bashir’s “Islamic” 
regime. Protests have been organised 
by a variety of political parties, some 
of them grouped into the National 
Consensus Forces. On the left, the 
Sudanese Communist Party is the 
most considerable.

Back in the 1960s, the Sudanese 
Communist Party was one of the larg-
est communist parties in Africa. It was 
part of the ruling alliance of President 
Gaafar Nimeiry, but in 1976 Nimeiry 
moved to suppress the Communist 
Party, accusing it of being behind a 
coup against his regime. Nimeiry then 
moved in a direction friendlier to the 
United States and Western Europe, 
while at the same time declaring his 
government to be Islamic. 

Since then, the Communist Party 
has sometimes been able to function 
openly, sometimes not. In recent 
years, it has returned to a position 
of prominence in Sudanese politics, 

as an implacable foe of the al-Bashir 
regime.

The current disturbances began 
with a government announcement on 
September17 that it would remove 
its subsidies on gasoline, diesel fuel, 
cooking oil and wheat. The action 
was spurred by pressure from the 
International Monetary Fund, which 
is demanding neo-liberal reforms in 
exchange for extending credit.

Objections arose immediately 
from the people and from opposi-
tion parties. The Communist Party 

questioned whether the subsidies 
actually ever existed, the implications 
being that the government had been 
using the money for other purposes, 
and that it was simply jacking up 
the prices. 

Al-Bashir and his ministers 
bizarrely claimed that they were 
benefactors of the Sudanese people 
because under their regime, people 
got to taste hot dogs and pizza for 
the fi rst time. The government also 
claimed that raising money in this way 
was not going to hurt the poor, who 
it said do not have cars and therefore 
have no need to buy gasoline.

When the government refused 
to roll back the price increases, 
demonstrations began in Khartoum 
on September 23, and spread to 
Khartoum where it was reported 
that the headquarters of al-Bashir’s 
National Congress Party was burned. 

The government response was 
repression, but some reports indicate 

that police refused to fi re on the pro-
testers. So the government deployed 
its “Al-Bashir Pioneers” militia. 

At writing, there have been at 
least 70 deaths, as well as injuries and 
arrests. Entire issues of opposition 
newspapers have been confi scated, 
and the press has been told it may 
only publish information provided 
by the police. 

Two members of the leadership 
of the Sudanese Communist Party, 
79-year-old Sidig Yousif and promi-
nent trade unionist Mirghany Atta 
Alaman, were among those arrested.

The demands have expanded 
beyond the protests about the price 
increases to calls for a halt to repres-
sion, the end of al-Bashir’s regime, 
and a constituent assembly to restruc-
ture the Sudanese state and deal com-
prehensively with all of its problems, 
including the fi ghting in Darfur.
People’s World 
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Sudanese rise up against 
price rises, repression

Protests against austerity plans that cut subsidies and doubled the price of fuel and food broke out in Khartoum.

Solitary confi nement 
for more than 
125 days

Statement of the Secretariat of the CC – Sudanese Communist Party

Let us continue demonstrating 
against price increase

Call for immediate release of all political detainees

Palestinian Dirar Abu Sisi remains 
in isolation in violation of occupa-
tion promises and media reports, 
said Tawfi q Abu Naim of Wa’ad 
Association for Prisoners. Despite 
the agreement for Abu Sisi to end 
his strike, he has not been moved 
from isolation and continues to suf-
fer from serious health problems.

The occupation earlier agreed to 
end solitary confi nement as part of 
the agreement to end the Karameh 
mass hunger strike in May 2012, 
but Abu Sisi remained in solitary 
confi nement. Abu Sisi has been 
held in Israeli prisons since he was 
kidnapped from the Ukraine by 
Israeli intelligence while travelling 
on a train in 2011. Abu Sisi is an 
engineer from Gaza who ran the 
Gaza power plant.

In addition, another Palestinian 
prisoner Nahar Ahmed Abdullah 

al-Saadi, from Jenin, has now been 
held in solitary confi nement for 125 
days, reported the Mohja Jerusalem 
Foundation. al-Saadi, who has been 
imprisoned since September 2003, 
was transferred from isolation in 
Shata prison to Ramon prison in 
early September 2013. Saadi had 
previously been removed from 
Ramon prison in February 2013 and 
moved to the Jalameh interroga-
tion centre for more than a month, 
where interrogators accused him of 
attempting to organise the capture 
of an Israeli soldier from inside 
prison.

However, he denied all of the 
allegations and was returned to 
Ramon prison before being trans-
ferred to Shata prison on May 21, 
2013, where he was placed into the 
isolation section. 

The outbreak of mass demonstra-
tions against the economic policies 
of the regime which started in 
Madni and spread to the rest of 
the country including the capital 
was a natural response to the 
policy of the dictatorial regime. 
In addition to the demonstrations 
by university and secondary school 
students, all the opposition forces 
and civil organisation have joined 
in expressing their rejection of the 
regime and its bankrupt policies. 
The price increases are beyond 
the ability of the overwhelming 
majority of the Sudanese people, 
already burdened by poverty and 
hyper infl ation.

The ruling circle which repre-
sents the interest of the parasitic 
Islamic groups, is trying to solve 
the deepening crisis at the expense 
of the masses in order to be able to 
fi nance its war against the people 
in Darfur, Southern Kordufan and 
the Blue Nile, and the open-ended 
spending on the state and security 
apparatuses. The ruling authorities 
are trying to underplay the impor-
tance of the mass actions and call 
it the work of foreign elements and 

“Shamasa”. It is the same ploy the 
former dictatorial regime resorted 
to in its last days before it was 
overthrown by the mass uprising in 
April 1985.

To reach a successful conclu-
sion to the present situation, and to 
rid our country of the rule of this 
junta, it is of utmost importance 
to raise the degree of organisation. 
to broaden alliances on the base 
levels with other political forces. 
It is necessary to open the move-
ment to make places available for 
all the forces that are ready to join 
the fi ght.

This include youth sections, 
students, women, workers, peas-
ants, professionals and public fi g-
ures, to act in harmony with the aim 
of organising the battle in a daring 
way, based on the readiness of the 
masses and their conviction, until 
the declaration of civil disobedi-
ence and the general political strike, 
which bring the overthrow of the 
regime.

Following that, new horizons 
will open for the establishment of 
a transitional national government 
that undertakes the tasks of the 

democratic transformation, end war, 
convene the constitutional confer-
ence, and hold a national economic 
conference to improve the living 
conditions of the people. All this 
will help to achieve the tasks of the 
democratic alternative and prepare 
the country for free and democratic 
elections after the end of the transi-
tional period.

It is important to be vigilant 
against the schemes of the secu-
rity forces and the enemies of the 
people who seek to distort and 
disrupt the image of our peoples 
struggle. The masses are called 
upon to defeat schemes to abort the 
Sudanese revolution by steeling its 
gains through military intervention 
or other plots. At the same time our 
mass movement needs the broadest 
possible international solidarity.

Intensify the struggle for the 
release of the political detainees.

Continue the joint struggle for 
the development of the battle until 
the overthrow of the dictatorial 
regime.
Secretariat of the CC of the SCP

Khartoum 
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Did you notice that when the RAAF fl ew in 
to PNG to bring out the survivors (including 
the injured) after the ferocious attack on 
the party of trekkers walking the Black Cat 
Track, they brought out the whites but left 
all the indigenous victims behind?

Some of those indigenous survivors had 
horrendous injuries – limbs hacked off, that sort 
of thing – and yet not one of them was given a 
lift by the RAAF’s chopper. They were left to 
be tended by their relatives when they should 
have been priority hospital cases.

Racism, do we think? You betcha! 
And did you also see where one of Tony 

Abbott’s Liberal Party MPs who is an outspoken 
climate warming sceptic actually put his 
hand up and asked to be appointed Minister 
of Science? Dennis Jensen holds a PhD in 
material science, but nevertheless lines up with 
that international joke Lord Monckton, who 
toured Australia not so long ago to “debunk” 
global warming.

According to Jensen, “most of the stuff 
Christopher Monckton says is entirely 

reasonable”. He probably thought he was a 
shoo-in for the science minister’s job in an 
Abbott cabinet, but Abbott gazumped him by 
not having a science minister at all! (Abbott 
also dumped a whole swag of ministries for 
things he clearly believes to be unimportant, 
like Status of Women).

Clearly, Abbott’s concerns are going to be 
in business areas, not social, ethical or cultural. 
Big business can run society, with High Art for 
the privileged elite and sport for everyone else. 
There! A balanced society, Liberal Party style.

Meanwhile Jensen was so peeved at being 
left out of the Ministry that he launched a 
verbal attack on his leader even before Abbott’s 
ministry was sworn in. I wonder how big a fuss 
the Murdoch press will make of dissension 
within the Liberal Party’s ranks?  Any, do 
you think?

Up my way, the F3 – the freeway 
connecting Sydney with Newcastle and points 
north – now sports innumerable large electronic 
noticeboards announcing that the name of the 
road has been changed from the F3 Freeway 

to the M1 Motorway. Given the approach to 
such matters so far shown by Barry O’Farrell’s 
government, local wags are wondering how long 
it will be before the name is changed again – to 
the T1 Tollway? It’s unlikely to be long.

The September 18 Guardian featured a 
report on the back page about the unfortunate 
experience of a Texas teenager who made a 
tasteless joke on FaceBook and wound up 
in jail. The story reminds us once again of 
the extraordinary level of paranoia that now 
bedevils the USA and the way the dread of 
terrorism has so consumed the country’s 
institutions that it has subverted the very 
systems intended to prevent abuses of power 
by government and offi cialdom.

The youth in question, Justin Carter, 
made a foolish over-the-top jocular claim that 
he intended to carry out a school shooting. 
A touchy subject in the USA, where such 
shootings are commonplace, unlike every other 
country on Earth. But only in the US could such 
a casual remark land someone in jail with bail 
set at half a million dollars.

The US justice system is intensely 
political. Judges and prosecutors are elected. 
Their prestigious (and profi table) careers are 
dependant on their winning high-profi le media-
worthy cases. If such cases are in short supply, 
they’ll make them out of what cases they have.

Justin Carter’s “case” should never have 
reached the point of an arrest (many police 
chiefs are also elected). In Australia, police 
would have seen it as being of no more than 
nuisance value. But in the USA paranoia is so 
strong – and is so solidly promoted by offi cial 
channels – that common sense has little chance 
of being heard.

The very act of fi xing bail at half a million 
dollars is an abuse of the legal process, a way 
of jailing the young son of an ordinary family 
without having to convict him of anything. 
Close to a quarter of a million people have 
signed a petition supporting the young man 
and protesting at the way he is being stupidly 
and pointlessly persecuted. 

Talk about of abuse of power! No wonder 
Americans are paranoid. Who wouldn’t be? 

Letters / Culture & Life

In the interest of 
accuracy

Sorry, it has taken me awhile to get 
around to this. I write in response 
to the article “Fear Spreads in 
Palestinian Camps in Syria” by 
Franklin Lamb that appeared 
in the Guardian in August (and 
previously in Information Clearing 
House). In the interest of accuracy, 
I think it’s very important to 
point out that the Palestinian 
organisation referred to in that 
article as the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
was not in fact the PFLP, but the 
smaller group, the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestinian 
– General Command.

This is a different organisation 
led by Ahmed Jabril.

While the two organisations may 
sometimes share the same views on 
questions of the Palestinian national 
struggle and on other issues, they 

also do have different viewpoints on 
various political matters. The PFLP 
follows a much more independent line 
in pursuing the Palestinian national 
struggle. 

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

Phase out tobacco

Anyone who has had the terrible 
experience of watching a loved 
one die from lung disease knows 
how important it is to reduce the 
incidence of smoking. To promote 
smoking and profi t from it is in 
effect a crime against humanity.

That’s why it was such a dis-
appointment to hear Cuba’s name 
mentioned as one of a group of 
nations that is considering taking legal 
action against Australia’s plain paper 
packaging laws, which along with the 
compulsory graphic health warnings 
are proving an effective deterrent to 
smoking.

Cuba has a wonderful public 
health system, and has sent medi-
cal personnel around the world, in 
particular to help the people of devel-
oping nations. That policy should 
surely be applied to Cuba’s national 
development, with the tobacco-related 
industries phased out, and the plain 
paper packaging laws introduced, 
rather than being contested in inter-
national courts.

Peter Mac
Sydney

A feather in 
Woody’s cap?
Recently I went to see Woody 
Allen’s latest movie, Blue Jasmine,
and must agree with most of the 
sentiments on the movie by the 
reviewer Anthony Mangos from 
our comrade publication in the US, 
People’s World (Guardian Sept 25).

In the movie, Allen does, “expose 
the emptiness (and disappointments) 
of a wealth based existence.” The 
characters are real and believable, 
even cringe worthy, and I found 
myself trying to look away at times 
when the characters appeared to fail 
themselves and others at various 
points in the movie. But none more so 
than the principal protagonist played 
by Cate Blanchett, who believed that 
what she was doing was all that was 
expected of her in a capitalist society.

This movie is not as funny as 
some of Allen’s previous projects, 
Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Sex but Were Afraid to Ask and 
Sleeper, but it is rich in satire and 
irony … there are a few one liners in 
the movie which are Allen’s trademark 
and shows that he is dealing well with 
his old age.

However, I take issue with 
Mangos’ view or wishful thinking 
that this movie “is sure to be around 
when Academy Awards speculation 
begins once again.” Woody Allen’s 
Blue Jasmine, like James Cameron’s 
Avatar in 2010, was also a critique of 
capitalism and/or imperialism and a 

hot tip for Best Picture for which it 
was beaten out by a movie that was 
a nod to the US intervention in Iraq, 
Kathryn Bigelow’s, The Hurt Locker.

Prior to the Academy Awards it 
would not have helped Avatar’s case 
that a You Tube video went viral 
which depicted a blue Navi character 
with pointy ears similar to the movie 
but in this case attempting to cross 
the Apartheid Wall which the state of 
Israel had erected to keep Palestinians 
out of their land.

However, Allen’s movie is swim-
ming with the tide of history rather 
than against it as the US Congress’ 
refusal to grant US President Obama 
the authority for a military interven-
tion in Syria shows, and that the 
movie may not receive an award or 
even a nomination should be seen as 
a feather in Allen’s cap rather than 
a fault.

Richard Titelius
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Liba Naris, 22, was one of the porters attacked on the Black Cat trail in Papua New Guinea. 
(Photo: Luke Marsden)
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The new four-part documen-
tary series Kakadu (ABC1 

Sundays from October 6 at 7.30pm) 
is not your usual wildlife program. 
For one thing, it is more about the 
people who look after Australia’s 
largest terrestrial national park – the 
rangers, scientists and traditional own-
ers – than it is about the wildlife. This 
gives the series considerable interest 
and puts the work of the rangers 
especially into a context that adds 
immeasurably to one’s understand-
ing of their onerous and sometimes 
dangerous job.

On the other hand, I found their 
handling of “the crocodile problem” 
very disturbing. Australia’s estuarine 
crocodiles are the world’s biggest. 
They are naturally Kakadu’s top 
predator. Although there are walkways 
erected to keep tourists out of danger 
areas and signs displayed warn-
ing tourists not to go swimming in 
Kakadu’s gorges and billabongs, the 
authorities in Kakadu seem to place 
the safety of tourists above that of the 
wildlife itself. Because stupid tourists 
will go swimming despite the warning 
notices, the park management trap and 
kill crocodiles rather than risk a drop 
in tourist numbers.

Just as the hunting of Africa’s 
“big tuskers” led to a decline in 
the size of elephants and elephant 
tusks, so the eradication of “rogue 

crocs” – that is big crocs who are not 
afraid to take a bite out of a fi sher-
man’s “tinny” – will lead (if it hasn’t 
already) to a decline in the size of 
crocodiles that tourists will see in 
Kakadu in future. Tourists looking for 
dangerous predators in other parts of 
the world, such as Africa and North 
America, are provided with protective 
transport and other aides.

But in Kakadu’s fi rst episode we 
are treated to an extended scene of 
the trapping, capture and shooting 
of a crocodile because “its presence 
would put tourists at risk”. The team’s 
attempt to make the killing of this 
mighty creature appear less cold-
blooded by cutting up the carcass and 
giving some of it to the dogs and the 
rest to the local Aboriginal people for 
a feast does not really do it for me.

Elsewhere in the fi rst episode 
we witness the relentless struggle of 
the park’s rangers trying to stop the 
predations of poachers, especially 
commercial fi shermen illegally tak-
ing large quantities of freshwater fi sh 
from within the park’s boundaries. 
This is purely theft of public property 
for private profi t. Despite the reserva-
tions I have noted, this series is most 
defi nitely recommended.

The short series Yagan (ABC1 
Sundays from October 6 at 

9.30pm) tells the historical story of 
the Noongar people of the Swan River 
area in WA, whose traditional lands 
were appropriated by unheeding (and 
largely uncaring) white settlers. The 
settlers initially saw the Aboriginal 
people as potential (cheap) farm 
labourers, but as the locals began to 
object to their hunting grounds being 
fenced off from them, and then to 
being shot at by white farmers with 
no understanding that if you plough 
up the yams the Aborigines used to 
eat they are going to dig up and eat 
the potatoes you plant in their place, 
things inevitably turned ugly.

Yagan was one of those who 
objected. Tricked into being cap-
tured, he and two others were exiled 
to a small island off the WA coast. 
There he formed a relationship with 
a Scottish pastor named Robert Lyon, 

who went to the trouble to learn the 
Noongar language.

Eventually Yagan was brutally 
murdered and his head cut off and 
sent to England. The series mixes the 
account of Yagan’s life and resistance 
with the account of the drawn-out 
fi ght by Noongar elders to have his 
skull returned to them.

Disconcertingly, and incongru-
ously, the fi lmmakers have chosen to 
shoot all the period reconstructions 
involving Aborigines in modern dress 
(so the Aborigines who can speak no 
English are running around in jeans 
with wide leather belts, and in the 
background you can see cars and 
trucks driving by). I suspect the idea 
is to somehow link past and present, 
but it just looks like they were care-
less in their costuming and choice of 
locations.

One area where television can 
shine is in helping to break 

down stereotypes and prejudices. The 
new series of the documentary The 
Undateables (ABC2 Wednesdays 

from October 9 at 8.30pm) follows 
several handicapped people as they 
embark on the dating circuit looking 
for love.

In the fi rst episode, we follow 
26-year old Michael who has autism, 
21-year old Brent who has Tourette’s 
syndrome (when he becomes tense 
he develops nervous tics and uncon-
trolled outbursts of random exple-
tives) and 21-year old Sarah who was 
a popular, top student until she had 
a stroke in class when she was 18. 
She has now recovered but has been 
left with an inability to articulate the 
word she wants (a condition called 
expressive aphasia).

It sounds voyeuristic and poten-
tially embarrassing, but in fact it is 
sensitively and carefully handled and 
proved to be enlightening and even 
uplifting. I recommend it.

Putting The Brain To The 
Test (ABC1 Thursdays 

from October 10 at 8.30pm) is a 
three-part series that follows ad-
agency executive Todd Sampson as 

he undergoes various experiments and 
tests designed to increase his mental 
ability, his speed of calculation and 
recognition, his memory, etc. It’s all 
about something called brain plastic-
ity and it is claimed that everyone 
can improve their brain function 
with these techniques. They are cer-
tainly interesting, and Todd certainly 
improves in some specifi c areas (at 
least in episode one). How long the 
effects last and how general they are 
may be revealed in later episodes.

Some of the techniques, like the 
memory-training in groups of three, 
have been around for a long time. So 
have others like the magician’s dis-
traction techniques, where scientists 
and a magician show that although 
the “magic” trick is actually done 
in plain sight of the audience, the 
distraction technique used means that 
the viewer’s brain simply does not 
“see” the trick. I found that bit the 
most interesting of all.

The series also shows that “mul-
titasking” is a load of cobblers. 

Worth Watching
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Amar Toor

Revelations about the American 
government’s ongoing electronic 
surveillance have sent shockwaves 
across the globe, but few countries 
have reacted as boldly as Brazil, 
where lawmakers are currently 
considering a plan to cut ties – 
quite literally – with the US.

Earlier this month, Brazilian 
president Dilma Rousseff announced 
plans to create an undersea fi bre-optic 
cable that would funnel internet 
traffi c between South America and 
Europe, bypassing the US entirely. 
Rousseff also urged legislators to 
pass an amendment that would force 
Google, Microsoft, and other US web 
companies to store data for Brazilian 
users on servers located within Brazil, 
while the country’s postal service 
has already begun developing an 
encrypted domestic email system.

The moves come as a direct 
response to allegations that the 
National Security Agency (NSA) has 
been eavesdropping on Rousseff’s 
phone calls and emails, according 
to classifi ed documents leaked by 
whistleblower Edward Snowden. The 
reports, published earlier this year, 
have escalated diplomatic tensions 
between the Obama administration 
and Rousseff, who accused the US 
of violating international law in a 
scathing speech to the United Nations 
General Assembly.

Rousseff’s proposals rest upon the 
premise that by routing web traffi c 
away from American soil and keep-
ing data within Brazil, the Brazilian 
government could more easily control 
and secure citizens’ online informa-
tion. But experts say the plans would 
do little to stop the NSA from spying 
on Brazilian communications, and 
some worry that they could lead to a 
more fractured internet.

“Just because you take steps to 
make it more diffi cult for the NSA 
doesn’t mean the NSA packs up 
their stuff and goes home,” says 
Christopher Soghoian, principal tech-
nologist and senior policy analyst at 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU).

The majority of internet traffi c 
to Central and South America fl ows 
through a single building in Miami, 
known as the Network Access Point 
of the Americas. Bypassing that route 
with a new cable would require years 
of work and billions of dollars, and 
likely would have little effect on NSA 
surveillance, Soghoian says. The 
US already has a nuclear submarine 
explicitly dedicated to tapping under-
sea internet cables, and has proven 
its ability to hack into the computer 
networks of foreign governments.

Forcing companies to store 
data locally would make it easier 
for Brazilian authorities to access 
information held by US-owned cor-
porations, but Soghoian warns that it 
wouldn’t make things much harder for 
the NSA; because both companies are 
based in the US, American offi cials 
could still force Google or Facebook 
to hand over that data through sub-
poena or court order, regardless 
of where their servers are located. 
Brazil could implement encryption 
techniques to make it harder for the 
NSA to access emails, he notes, but 
the strongest measures could make 
it diffi cult for Brazilian authorities 
to access data, too.

“It’s not just about having serv-
ers in Brazil, it’s about storing data 
on servers that are not run by US 
companies,” Soghoian tells The Verge. 
“Unless you’re going to make it illegal 
to use Google, which would be a very 
high bar, you need to build domestic 
services that are equally compelling.”

Others acknowledge that Brazil’s 
plans may not completely safeguard 
the country from foreign surveillance, 
though routing traffi c away from 
the US is still safer than sending it 
through Miami.

“You’re asking to lose if you 
send your data through the US in 
any way,” says Richard Stallman, 
founder of the GNU Project and Free 
Software Foundation. Stallman sees 
local storage requirements as a posi-
tive development, though he suggests 
Brazil could go further by prohibiting 
domestic companies and government 
agencies from remotely storing data 
on foreign-hosted computers.

“There is no surefi re solution 
against spying, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s silly to even try.”

Brazilian offi cials say they have 
no plans to ban users from accessing 
US-owned sites, as China and Iran 
have, and there’s no sign that the 
country wants to wall itself off from 
the rest of the world. Still, some fear 
that Brazil’s plans to circumvent the 
US could result in a more fractured 
landscape that would impinge on the 
free fl ow of information.

“The real danger [from] the 
publicity about [NSA surveillance] is 
that other countries will begin to put 
very serious encryption – we use the 
term ‘Balkanization’ in general – to 
essentially split the internet and that 
the internet’s going to be much more 
country specifi c,” Google executive 
chairman Eric Schmidt said at an 
event in New York last month. “That 
would be a very bad thing, it would 
really break the way the internet 
works, and I think that’s what I worry 
about.”

Some leaders have already 
begun pushing for greater control 
over domestic networks. Russia, 
China, and some Middle East coun-
tries made headlines at last year’s 
World Conference on International 
Telecommunications in Dubai, calling 
for measures that would give countries 
greater sovereignty over their own 

networks. Activists worry that such 
proposals would make it easier for 
countries to repress online freedoms, 
though others see potential for a 
paradigm shift in Brazil – an emerg-
ing economic power that could shift 
the internet away from its American 
nucleus.

“This is potentially a major step 
for Brazil and hopefully more coun-
tries will follow,” says Geert Lovink, 
founding director of the Institute of 
Network Cultures research centre 
in Amsterdam. In Lovink’s view, 
Rousseff’s proposals could offer a 
way to counteract the “dotcom-NGO-
libertarian” doctrine that has sought 
to minimise state infl uence over the 
web – to the benefi t of Google and 
other private sector companies.

“From a postcolonial perspective, 
we need to break open the old boys’ 
network consensus that has so far 
‘governed’ the internet,” he explained 
in an email to The Verge.

It’s not clear whether Brazil’s 
efforts will encourage similar action 
from other nations, but her calls 
to action have been generally well 
received within Brazil.

“For many on the Brazilian left, 
the NSA program harkens back to 
the [1964–1985] military dictator-
ship and the US support that brought 
the military to power,” says Robert 
Muggah, research director at the 
Igarapé Institute, a Rio de Janeiro-
based think-tank devoted to security 
and development. “Meanwhile, on 
the right, the suggestion that commer-
cial and energy interests were being 
clandestinely monitored has infl amed 
economic nationalism.”

As Muggah argued in a recent 
piece for the Globe and Mail, 
Rousseff’s proposals are at least 
partially rooted in domestic politics. 
Her approval ratings plummeted 
after widespread protests broke out 
in Brazil this summer, and she is 
currently gearing up for next year’s 
presidential elections.

The NSA controversy has allowed 
Rousseff to shift the conversation away 
from Brazil’s social unrest, and she’s 
certainly seized upon the opportunity. 
Last week, Rousseff cancelled an 

October state dinner with President 
Obama – the fi rst for a Brazilian 
president in nearly two decades – say-
ing a state visit cannot occur without 
a “timely investigation” into the 
NSA’s practices. Last week, she urged 
Congress to vote on the legislation 
on domestic data centres – part of a 
broader “Internet Constitution” that 
includes a host of other privacy protec-
tions – within 45 days, describing it as 
an emergency measure.

There’s an economic component 
to Brazil’s plan, as well. The country 
has spent years nurturing a domestic 
information technology sector, pro-
tecting home-grown industries with 
high import tariffs and tax breaks. 
The policies have dramatically raised 
prices of smartphones and other elec-
tronics in Brazil, though they’ve also 
spawned thousands of startups and 
some major manufacturing plants. 
Friendly tax policies have lured global 
companies like Microsoft and Lenovo, 
while the government’s recently 
launched Startup Brasil program aims 
to lure foreign entrepreneurs with 
visas and seed money.

It’s not entirely surprising that the 
country would take a similar approach 
to the internet. As Bloomberg News 
reported last week, the NSA contro-
versy may provide a boost to domestic 
telecom companies in particular, as 
the Brazilian government has begun 
working more closely to develop safe-
guards to protect national networks. 
The government is also considering 
a law that would require all Brazil-
based phone companies to use domes-
tically manufactured equipment.

Yet there are concerns that 
Rousseff’s political optics may 
obscure more substantive debates 
about international surveillance, and 
that whatever action the country takes 
may be too weak to effectively ward 
off American agencies.

“Cancelling a state visit is fi ne,” 
says Soghoian, the ACLU analyst. 
“But when your citizens are using 
unencrypted emails and unencrypted 
telephone calls, you’re not actually 
doing anything practical to stop the 
NSA.”
Information Clearing House 
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