
Abbott comes out 
swinging
Bob Briton

Prime Minister Abbott appears to be reliv-
ing his amateur boxing days. The bell has 
rung and, keen to put on a show for his 
well-heeled, mostly male supporters, Abbott 
has come out swinging. Clobbered in his 
opening round are government departments 
and agencies administering programs and 
commitments the Coalition doesn’t like, 
would rather leave to private enterprise 
or in other ways are way down the list 
of its priorities. Scrapped are ministerial 
portfolios dealing with disability reform, 
mental health and ageing, resources and 
energy, tourism, multicultural affairs, terti-
ary education, skills, science and research, 
international development, youth, climate 
change, housing and homelessness and the 
status of women. One new one was created 
– border protection.

The lack of women in the fi rst Abbott cabi-
net speaks volumes. Only Julie Bishop got a 
senior guernsey; the prized one of Minister for 
Foreign Affairs reserved for those most loyal 
to the US alliance. Bronwyn Bishop will be the 
new Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Aside from that, it’s dark suits and blue ties as 
far as the eye can see. The Prime Minister has 
even taken on the role of Minister for Women 
for himself along with Indigenous affairs. His 
fi rst act in the latter capacity will be to slash 
funding for Indigenous legal services.

Abbott pulled out all the stops in the lead-up 
to the election to soften his very “blokey” image. 
He travelled with his daughters and made the 
most of them at every photo opportunity. His 
paid parental scheme, designed to encourage 
“women of calibre” to have children, will be a 
major splurge of taxpayer dollars in the cause 
of getting the otherwise “traditional” Coalition 
across the line at the recent federal poll.

Indicative of the Coalition’s real attitudes 
to women are the decisions to scrap the Labor 
government’s planned wage subsidies to 
350,000 low-paid child care and aged care 
workers – most of them women. “Red tape” and 
union involvement in the relevant Enterprise 
Bargaining Agreements was the excuse given. 
Working class women must tighten their belts. 
Another message is being delivered loud and 
clear – unions have no role to play in the Abbott 
era workplace. This will be hammered over and 
over in the weeks and months to come.

Abbott knows he needs to keep his attitudes 
to climate change himself. He once famously 
let it slip that he thought the whole science was 
“crap”. He won’t have a Minister for Science 
to answer the embarrassing questions about 
Australia’s contribution to overcoming the cli-
mate emergency. He has shut down the Climate 
Change Commission and the Climate Change 
Authority. Abbott has said his government will 
be a practical, problem-solving one but scratch 
climate change from the list.

A “problem” Abbott is keen to tackle is that 
of asylum seekers. He will ban their access to 
legal aid making sure they are returned to danger 
quicker. Temporary Protection Visas, which 
used to keep refugees in a stressful and helpless 
legal limbo, are back. Plans to buy Indonesian 
fi shing boats, deploy spies and “turn back the 
boats” are being developed to the disgust of the 
Indonesian government.

Nothing is going to be allowed to spoil this 
crowning glory of the new Abbott government. 
News of fresh boat arrivals will no longer be 

passed onto the media. It will be kept under 
wraps by a government waging war on vulner-
able people seeking refuge in Australia. The 
project has even been given military branding. 
It started last week and is known as “Operation 
Sovereign Borders”, under a Lieutenant General.

The crudeness of the attacks on the public 
service has shocked many, though Howard’s 
election was accompanied by similar blood-
letting. The sacking of department heads and 
the looming resignation of Treasury Secretary 
Martin Parkinson underscores the political 
nature of the re-shuffl ing of departmental 
responsibilities and the further erosion of public 
service neutrality. Appointments to ambassado-
rial and High Court positions and to the board 
of the ABC have long been mired in political 
controversy but the Abbott approach has taken 
it to another level. It has all the hallmarks of 
US-style political appointment. Another layer 
of “Westminster” government respectability has 
fi nally been shed.

The entire board of the National Broadband 

Network has handed in their resignations to 
the new Communications Minister, Malcolm 
Turnbull. The company is set to be broken into 
two separate companies with far less ambitious 
aims than the NBN. It had responsibility for 
the national roll out of a high speed fi bre optic 
broadband network. The Coalition’s patch-up 
copper and fi bre alternative is to be imposed 
instead.

And it didn’t take long for the idea of an 
increase in the rate of the GST to hit the head-
lines. WA Premier Colin Barnett raised it fi rst, in 
response to the worsening fi nancial fortunes of 
his government. The demand has been met with 
offi cial rejections so far but there is plenty of 
time to “reconsider” the position in light of the 
worsening economic climate. This has only been 
the fi rst week and a bit of the Abbott government 
after all. Australian workers shouldn’t wait for 
the next round before they start organising the 
defence of gains made through long years of 
struggle and to turn around the offensive pursued 
by successive pro-monopoly governments. 
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What a joy it was last Sunday to see TV coverage of a cooking 
class and afternoon tea in which asylum seekers were guests of the 
Country Women’s Association. Compare that simple, wonderful 
gesture of human compassion with the vindictive policies of the 
government, in which members of asylum seeker families are 
being split apart by the reintroduction of the vicious temporary 
protection visa scheme. The Guardian is determined to play its part 
in the struggle for asylum seeker rights. However, we really need 
you to play your part, so please send us a contribution to the Press 
Fund for the next edition if you possibly can! Lots of thanks to the 
following, for their support this week:
Max Callaghan $20, Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $6,060

Words and deeds
Following his swearing in as Prime Minister, “trust me” Tony 

Abbott said he would be judged “more by its deeds than by its 
mere words”. There was no shortage of deeds on his fi rst day in 
offi ce by which to judge the Coalition government. The jettisoning 
of science, housing and homelessness, multicultural affairs, climate 
change and the Status of Women and other important ministries 
revealed the priorities of the new government. (See page 1) They 
said far more than the vague policy statements released during 
the election campaign.

The appointment of only one woman to the 19-member Cabinet, 
Julie Bishop, after all Abbott’s claims to be a supporter of women 
certainly spoke louder than “mere words”. Four women made 
the outer ministry and only one was anointed as a parliamentary 
secretary. This is 2013, not 1813 or 1913!  Five percent of Cabinet 
are women. To add insult to injury, Abbott has taken on ministerial 
responsibility for women!

“I’m sure Julie Bishop is accustomed to being the token woman 
throughout her career, and here she is being the token woman 
again,” former Cleo and Women’s Weekly editor Ita Buttrose said. 
“You can’t have that kind of parliament in 2013. It’s unaccept-
able.” A number of Liberal MPs were quite rightly shocked and 
embarrassed by the token appointment. Abbott hasn’t made any 
friends with his female colleagues w ho had hoped for a leadership 
position.

Bishop strongly rejects the notion that she is a token appoint-
ment. So does former Howard minister Amanda Vanstone who 
came to Abbott’s defence: “I’d rather have a good government 
than have more women in the cabinet for the sake of it,” Vanstone 
said. The message is that men are simply better at government. 
Abbott confi rmed this by expressing disappointment that there 
“are not at least two women” in the Cabinet, referring to Sophie 
Mirabella who lost her seat! “Nevertheless, there are some very 
good and talented women knocking on the door of the cabinet 
and there are lots of good and talented women knocking on the 
door of the ministry.”

Abbott’s advisers knew that his popularity with women vot-
ers was low. When Abbott was Health Minister in the Howard 
government he opposed IVF, the right to abortion and the RU486 
(medical termination) pill. He tried hard in the election campaign 
to overcome his well-deserved reputation as a social conservative, 
with 18th century values and attitudes towards women based on 
his Catholicism. Abbott paraded his wife and daughters on the 
campaign trail to prove his ability to relate to women. It appears 
this does not extend much beyond their role as wife or daughter.

Unfortunately, the totally unacceptable backward, sexist at-
titudes that underlie Abbott’s appointments are still rife throughout 
society and accepted by the daily tabloids. Women still suffer 
considerable discrimination in seeking employment, in wages, pro-
motion at work, superannuation, working conditions and they are 
more likely to be in casual or other forms of insecure employment. 
They still bear the brunt of child rearing and domestic responsibili-
ties. Instead of enlightened leadership and promotion of gender 
equality, the government’s message is that a woman’s place is still 
in the home not the House. Abbott’s Christian fundamentalist 
views look set to prevail. Meanwhile, the “very good and talented 
women” will have to keep knocking on the door hoping to be let 
in towards the next election if they are good girls.

The appointment of a few more women would not have resulted 
in radical policy changes. Gender does not determine politics. There 
is a similar range of views amongst the male and female members 
of Parliament, and within Liberal Party ranks there are the ultra 
conservatives and a few with a more enlightened liberal outlook 
on social and economic issues.

One of the most alarming aspects of Abbott’s cabinet appoint-
ments is its refl ection of his ideology and intentions, that women 
face a bleak future under an Abbott government. Abbott did not 
even see the need for opportunistic reasons to appoint two or three 
women. Policy wise, the only prospect of defending women’s rights 
in the workplace, supporting single parents (majority are women) 
or women’s reproductive rights will be through united struggle 
by women and men outside of Parliament.

The Communist Party of Australia is holding its 
12th National Congress on October 4-7, with 70 or so 
delegates coming from around Australia. The Party 
has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs 
involved, including travel for interstate delegates. The 
opening of the Congress is on Friday October 4, and all 
Guardian readers are invited to attend. See page 6 for 
details.

We have set a target of $10,000 and urge all 
Guardian readers and CPA members and supporters to 
make a contribution. We still have a long way to go to 

reach our target and Congress is just over a week away. 
All contributions appreciated no matter how large or 
small. 
Our warmest thanks to this week’s contributors:
Pablo & Carmen Rosa $50, 
A Maarbani $50, 
Laurence Newcombe $20.
This week’s total: $120.00
Cumulative total: $1,120.

Congress Appeal

12th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal
I, (Name) ………………………………………………..

Address…………………………………………………………………………

wish to contribute $............................ to the above Appeal.

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”).

Payment may also be made by Credit Card by fi lling the information below:

Credit Card minimum $20       □ Visa     □ Mastercard

Name on the card ……………………………… Signature: .........................................

Card Number  __________ _________ ________ _________ Expiry Date ______ /_______

I agree/disagree to having my name published in The Guardian in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844
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Qld’s yellowcake 
roadmap
The Queensland government’s new 
‘action plan’ to advance uranium 
mining is in direct confl ict with 
clear commitments made by the 
new Coalition federal government 
during the recent election cam-
paign, the Australian Conservation 
Foundation said in a statement.

A feature of the Queensland 
government’s yellowcake roadmap 
is a push to have “all uranium 
mining proposals in Queensland” 
assessed and approved by the state 
government.

Such a move conflicts with 
a recent federal Coalition com-
mitment to ACF that under the 
“proposed streamlining of approv-
al processes under the EPBC 
[Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act], our 

intention is for uranium mining to be 
one area where the federal govern-
ment would retain control and would 
not implement a bilateral approval 
process”.

“Uranium mining is an issue 
of national interest and importance 
and is rightly a matter for the active 
consideration of the national govern-
ment,” said ACF’s Dave Sweeney.

“We welcome the federal 
Coalition’s re-affi rmation of this and 
urge the Queensland government to 
stop trying to cut corners for this con-
tested and contaminating industry.”

The Queensland plan has been 
released on the same day as market 
analysis by economic forecaster 
Morgan Stanley which shows the 
uranium price has slumped by nearly 
50 percent since the 2011 Fukushima 

nuclear crisis, a continuing emer-
gency that was directly fuelled by 
Australian uranium.

Uranium accounted for only 0.29 
percent of Australian export revenue 
and less than 0.015 percent of national 
jobs in the decade to 2011.

“The Queensland environment 
and community deserves better than 
the inadequate and ill-considered 
plan,” Mr Sweeney said.

ACF’s report, Yellowcake Fever: 
exposing the uranium industry’s eco-
nomic myths, uses offi cial industry 
data to show that the uranium sector 
is a minor contributor to employment 
and the economy, a major source of 
domestic and international risks and 
is overdue for an independent inquiry 
into its effects on the environment, 
health, safety and security. 

Tasmanian Wilderness extension
The successful nomination of 
an extension to the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area 
represents a spectacular and 
globally signifi cant conservation 
outcome and the resolution of the 
long running confl ict over logging 
along the boundary of the existing 
reserve.

The decision on the exten-
sion to the existing area, passed 
by the World Heritage Committee 
which is meeting in Phnom Penh 
in Cambodia, protects outstanding 
forests areas such as the Styx, Weld 
and Upper Florentine Valleys and 
on the fl anks of the Great Western 
Tiers.

“We welcome the decision of 
the Committee and congratulate and 
thank each and every person who 

has participated in the campaign to 
see these areas protected over the 
decades of struggle and advocacy,” 
said Vica Bayley, spokesperson for 
The Wilderness Society.

“This extension covers for-
ests from Cockle Creek to Cradle 
Mountain, protects them in perpetu-
ity and fi nally recognises them as 
global treasures of natural and cul-
tural heritage.”

The decision delivers a critical 
element of the Tasmanian Forest 
Agreement and a durable and tan-
gible conservation outcome on the 
ground.

The support and follow through 
by all parties involved in the Forest 
Agreement has been very welcome 
and critical in the success of this 
nomination. It demonstrates the 

Agreement can work and is a viable 
way to protect forests.

“Signatories are now look-
ing for domestic support for the 
implementation of the Forest 
Agreement via the passage of 
the Initial Reserve Order through 
both houses of Parliament,” said 
Jonathan La Nauze, spokesperson 
for the Australian Conservation 
Foundation.

“This will reserve much of 
these World Heritage forests under 
domestic law, including as new 
National Parks, and set up the 
reserve making process for several 
hundred thousand hectares of criti-
cal forests scattered around other 
parts of the state.” 
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Peter Mac

The move by US based corporation 
Archer Daniels (ADM) to purchase 
Graincorp, Australia’s biggest 
agricultural company and grain 
handler, has sparked a muted but 
intense dispute within the federal 
Coalition. And so it should.

The Nationals and the NSW 
Farmers’ Federation want the Abbott 
government to block it, regard-
less of the fi ndings of the Foreign 
Investment Review Board. The 
Nationals are generally in favour 
of foreign investment, but they fear 
that if the Graincorp deal proceeds, 
their own interests will be adversely 
affected because ADM has offered 
no reassurances regarding access to 
storage facilities and ports.

Garry Heath, farmer and member 
of the Victorian Farmers’ Federation 
grains council has noted, “… we want 
ADM to give written guarantees of 
open port access continuing in the 
long term, and they are refusing to 
do that.”

The government is committed to 
reducing the minimum level at which 
the Board investigates a takeover by a 
private foreign corporation, from the 
current $248 million to $15 million. 
However, they’ve given no commit-
ment to block the Graincorp sale.

BHP Billiton chairman Jac Nasser 
has recently weighed in, stating: 
“Australia … does need capital and 
most of that capital by defi nition will 
come from the global markets. It is 
important that the signals we send 
as a country are positive and global 
investors will be looking for some 
evidence that is the case.”

As a major exporter and overseas 
investor, BHP-Billiton is concerned 
that the restriction of investment or 
trading opportunities in one country 
can lead to retaliatory action by its 
trading partners.

For example, a number of coun-
tries are arguing that under a proposed 
new international trading agreement, 
corporations should be able to sue the 
governments of participating nations 
over loss of profi ts where the govern-
ment has imposed a restriction to 
trade, including Australia’s plain paper 

cigarette packaging requirements. 
It’s entirely possible that the Abbot 
government will agree with them.

For their part, advocates of the 
Graincorp deal claim that the com-
pany cannot grow without foreign 
investment. However, the biggest 
obstacle to the fi rm’s operations is 
the rail network.  It takes 900 trucks 
to load the average export vessel, 
compared with only 18 trains, but the 
company has been forced to rely on 
trucks, because state governments are 
now boosting their rail infrastructure 
to facilitate the export of coal rather 
than grain. 

A threat to the 
national interests

The Graincorp deal would in 
effect place the nearly-monopolised 
grain handling industry in foreign 
hands, so that Australia would effec-
tively lose control over the movement 
and export of its grain.

The proposal has not only caused 
splits between the Coalition par-
ties, but also within them. Although 
the National Party has consistently 
opposed the deal, some members of 
that party advocate acceptance.

The Liberals are tight-lipped, but 
treasurer Joe Hockey is said to favour 
the deal. On the other hand deputy 
Prime Minister and National Party 
leader Warren Truss opposes it.

Liberal Senator Bill Heffernan, 
who chairs a Senate committee over-
seeing rural and regional affairs, has 
pointed out that ADM “owns 80 per-
cent of (grain trading fi rm) Toepfer, 
16 percent of Wilmar, which has 
substantial sugar processing (assets) 
and now they want seven eights of 
eastern Australia’s grain ports.”

In a letter to the Financial 
Review, Nationals Senator Fiona Nash 
recently declared:

“ADM expects Graincorp to earn 
higher asset returns than the ADM 
business currently does at a time 
when returns may be poised to fall. 
Increasing handling fees or closing 
down assets are two obvious ways of 
boosting asset returns to the detriment 
of growers.

“ADM expects to achieve 

$US50 million to $US70 million of 
additional earnings as a result of the 
takeover, with half of these earnings 
achieved through cost reductions, 
meaning job losses. ADM’s bidder’s 
statement outlines plans to ration-
alise administration and corporate 
functions, as well as a review of the 
malt business. Again this may mean 
loss of jobs.

“But it is the impact of ADM’s 
takeover of the grains industry that 
is the biggest concern. ADM would 
take control of Graincorp’s exten-
sive storage, handling and logistics 
services across Queensland, NSW 
and Victoria.

“Grain assets on the eastern sea-
board would then be foreign owned 
and controlled.” 

As might be expected, former 
Graincorp chairman Ron Greentree 
dismisses such arguments, claim-
ing that it offers current sharehold-
ers higher yields, and that ADM’s 
investments in other countries would 
guarantee shareholders handsome 

profi t margins during drought periods 
in Australia.

He also argues enthusiastically 
that ADM’s international operations 
would create new opportunities for 
Australian growers to expand into 
previously inaccessible markets in 
Asia, the Middle East and elsewhere, 
and that “the Australian grains indus-
try sits on the cusp of an agricultural 
boom with the chance to become 
Asia’s food bowl”.

He’s referring to the rise of the 
more prosperous members of the 
developing nations, of course, not to 
the impoverished majority.

Wider issues
The issues involved in the current 

dispute go way beyond maximising 
returns for the fi rm’s eager-for-profi t 
shareholders. For that matter, they 
even go beyond the need to protect 
Australian jobs, safeguard Australian 
farmers from profi t gouging by over-
seas interests, and maintain control of 
key industries.

The world now faces a period in 
which climate change will severely 
threaten global food production, while 
agricultural corporations seek to con-
vert to producing crops for fuel rather 
than food, because of diminishing 
accessible fossil fuel sources.

A recent report from Britain’s 
Meteorological Office states: 
“Without urgent action to reduce 
emissions and build resilience, climate 
change will challenge the safety and 
security of the global food system 
and with it the prospect of ensuring 
that everyone’s basic right to food 
can be met”.

Australia has an obligation to help 
meet those objectives in the coming 
decades, and that’s another reason 
why Graincorp should be retained in 
Australian hands. The government 
should also take it out of the hands 
of its private owners, who have 
demonstrated that they are more than 
willing to sell off this great national 
asset to foreign interests in the pursuit 
of higher profi ts. 

Australia

Proposed Graincorp sale 
splits coalition ranks
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79 Johnston St Annandale
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Bookings 02 9358 4886
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Richard Titelius

On yet another cool and wet day, 
teachers rallied in support of 
quality public education following 
their previous action at Parliament 
House in Perth on September 3. 
The rally on September 19 was 
called following the response from 
Liberal Premier Colin Barnett that 
he was not prepared to change his 
mind on cuts to school funding 
and reductions in school staff – 
which Barnett called reforms but 
to teachers, school assistants and 
other education support staff were 
seen for what they are: cuts.

The rally was organised by 
the three unions with members 
affected by the cuts; State School 
Teachers Union, Community and 
Public Sector Union/Civil Service 
Association and United Voice. It was 
called for 9.00am at Gloucester Park 
Raceway and was attended by over 
12,000 teachers, education support 
staff, parents, students, unionists in 
solidarity from other unions and con-
cerned members of the community. 
There were also an estimated 5,000 
staff attending rallies at 23 regional 
centres in WA and smaller meetings 
at schools in remote communities 
in the state’s isolated eastern and 
northern deserts.

If Premier Barnett thought that 
his intransigence over the concerns of 

the teachers union – and news earlier 
in the week of the state losing their 
AAA credit rating – would deter the 
teachers and other staff employed in 
the public education sector, he had 
severely underestimated the workers’ 
and communities’ resolve.

The cuts announced so far for the 
2014 school year include 350 educa-
tion assistants, 150 central and district 
offi ce staff, 94 Aboriginal education 
offi cers, eight schools of instrumental 
music teachers and 30 percent cuts 
from funds provided to schools to 
support efforts to improve literacy 
and numeracy skills and modify 
disruptive behaviour. There are also 
moves to have teachers pay for their 
own long service leave to the tune of 
$600 per annum per teacher and $400 
per other staff.

The MC for the rally was Unions 
WA secretary Meredith Hammat, who 
opened by urging the rally to ensure 
their voices are heard by Premier 
Barnett and Treasurer Troy Buswell 
via the throngs of media present.

The first speaker was Anne 
Gisborne, president of the SSTU – the 
iconic leader of the battle for saving 
public education – who said that 
Premier Barnett had been unrelenting 
in his attacks on teachers and public 
education. In rural schools Gisborne 
added, “Barnett has said that children 
deserve a restricted future by narrow-
ing the types of courses available”. 

When schools for 2014 are set 
to get 6,000 extra children the teach-
ing of these children cannot just be 
delivered by “stretching resources”. 

“These are cuts to education 
and investment in schools and not 
reforms … and we will not stop (our 
campaign) till we turn around the 
budget cuts and preserve access to 
public education for all,” concluded 
Gisborne to thunderous applause.

Schools are not only about teach-
ing but the provision of auxiliary 
services such as libraries, registries, 
youth access programs and head 
offi ce support staff. The government 
also sought to let the axe fall on the 
jobs which are provided by public 
servants according to Rikki Hendon 
the assistant secretary of the CPSU/
CSA who represents the members in 
these vital support areas.

Hendon reiterated the hypocriti-
cal words of WA Education Minister 
Peter Collier earlier that week who 
said that the WA school system had 

never been better resourced when 
his government’s actions had dem-
onstrated contempt for this concept 
through the extensive cuts to funding 
and jobs.

Carolyn Smith, the secretary of 
United Voice, reminded the rally, “It 
takes a school community to educate 
a child – the school support staff are 
there to help the teacher teach the 
student.”

There were fi ve resolutions put 
to the rally by SSTU vice president 
Pat Byrne which condemned the cuts.

By the end of the day Premier 
Barnett and Minister Collier had 
agreed to sit down with SSTU offi -
cials on the following Monday to 
discuss their concerns.

Absent from the rally were infor-
mation about the cuts to TAFE and 
steep fee increases being planned 
for students in the public skill train-
ing sector. SSTU organiser Ramona 
Mitussis had addressed the Unions 
WA September Council meeting 

and outlined the issues which were 
confronting the TAFE sector. These 
included the tripling of fees and more 
for some courses i.e. a Diploma of 
Enrolled Nursing jumping from 
$1,800 to $7,300 and Diploma of 
Surveying from $1,700 to $5,600. To 
undertake these courses students will 
have to make loan like arrangements 
similar to HECS debts for attending 
university.

In addition private providers are 
coming into the training market and 
some of the qualifi cations are so 
dubious that employers are asking 
that job applicants pay up to $2,000 
for certifi cation from TAFE that they 
have the skills which their qualifi ca-
tion says they should have.

The Communist Party of 
Australia condemns Premier 
Barnett’s cuts to public education 
and supports the call for a community 
campaign to bring about a reversal 
of the funding cuts. 

Teachers’ stopwork 
rally in Perth

Coalition 
abandons aged 
care workers
Australia’s largest health union, 
the Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation (ANMF) has 
expressed disappointment that the 
new Coalition government plans 
to walk away from historic wage 
reforms for the low-paid aged care 
workforce.

“This is just so mean-spirited,” 
ANMF federal secretary, Lee 
Thomas, said.

“Aged care nurses and workers 
have been abandoned by the Abbott 
government’s intention to walk 
away from the agreed Workforce 
Compact.

“The fact is, the $1.2 billion 
allocated for wages and training, 
as part of the Workforce Compact, 
was the fi rst time ever that govern-
ment funding has directly fl owed 
into the pockets of underpaid nurses 
and care workers.”

Ms Thomas said that any addi-
tional funds for aged care must 
be tied to a requirement that an 
employer has an industrial agree-
ment with their workforce because 
this is the most transparent and 
accountable way to ensure that the 
money actually reaches nurses and 
other aged care workers. It’s unfair 
that funding is put into the hands of 
providers.

Since 2002 there has been a 
range of government funding ini-
tiatives directed at enhancing the 
capacity of aged care employers to 
offer competitive wages, including 

$211 million over four years in 
the 2002-03 Budget and a further 
$877.8 million over years from 
2004. These additional amounts 
were not tied to bargaining and 
consequently hardly any nurses 
or assistants in nursing saw any 
benefi t.

“The ANMF has approximately 
90 percent of the aged care sec-
tor already covered by enterprise 
agreements and these agreements 
award all nurses and in many 
cases assistants in nursing wages 
and conditions that are above the 
award,” said Ms Thomas.

“We maintain that enterprise 
bargaining is an effective mecha-
nism in ensuring that nurses and 
aged care workers achieve much-
needed wage improvements that are 
fair and competitive and ensure a 
viable workforce into the future.”

Ms Thomas said nurses in aged 
care currently receive between $168 
and $300 a week less than their col-
leagues in public hospitals – 20,000 
nurses are urgently needed to work 
in aged care to meet the chal-
lenges of Australia’s rapidly ageing 
population.

“The current workforce needs 
to triple in size by 2050,” she 
added. “If we cannot recruit and 
retain nursing and care staff, it’s 
older Australians primarily living 
in nursing homes who will ulti-
mately suffer through poorer care 
outcomes.” 

Plan to regain 
major station
Darren Coyne

Aboriginal people in Central 
Australia are hoping to regain 
ownership of Henbury Station, 
a former pastoral lease which is 
home to one of Australia’s most 
controversial carbon-farming 
projects.

Located 230 kilometres south of 
Alice Springs, the 500,000 hectare 
property was bought for $13 million 
and de-stocked by RM Williams 
Agricultural Holdings in 2011. The 
move attracted $9 million funding 
from the federal government. 

At the time, attempts by 
Aboriginal people to buy the prop-
erty were unsuccessful. But since 
the parent company went into 
receivership this year, the property 
has been placed on the market, with 
expressions of interest closing last 
week.

The Central Land Council 
(CLC) had been negotiating with 
the Indigenous Land Corporation 
(ILC) to make a bid for the site and 
it is understood an offer has been 
made. CLC director David Ross 
said the property should be returned 
to its traditional owners, who had 

actively been seeking to regain 
ownership for more than 40 years.

He said the Pertame (southern 
Arrernte) people had a long asso-
ciation with the property, which 
had many sacred sites, with fi ve of 
those sites, including three perma-
nent waterholes, have major region-
al ceremonial signifi cance. 

“It’s extremely important coun-
try for them and we have nearly 
completed research to lodge a claim 
for recognition of their native title 
rights to secure their interests in the 
future,” he said.

Mr Ross said traditional owners 
were best placed to look after the 
cultural and environmental values 
of the property. He said traditional 
owners, many of whom were well 
versed in the important role of the 
pastoral industry, also saw potential 
for training and employment on the 
property.

“Given the covenants which 
bind the lease and impose substan-
tial management requirements on 
the property, the traditional owners, 
with the assistance of the CLC and 
the ILC, are adamant that they are 
best placed to manage the coun-
try sustainably by developing a 

property management plan that bal-
ances protection with production,” 
Mr Ross said.

He said there had been negotia-
tions with the current owners before 
the receivership. While Henbury 
has been operated as a cattle sta-
tion, 70 percent of the property 
remains largely in its natural con-
dition, with 100 kilometres of the 
Finke River snaking across its 
boundaries.

The property is marked by 
gorges in the north, permanent 
waterholes and remnant plant spe-
cies. Because of its natural values, 
Henbury was supposed to become 
part of the National Reserve System 
and be regenerated after nearly 150 
years of grazing.

Carbon credits sold from its 
natural regeneration were set to 
make it the world’s largest carbon 
farm.

It can only be sold because 
Henbury Station was never trans-
ferred from a pastoral lease to a 
conservation covenant, a require-
ment of the National Reserve 
System.
Koori Mail 

Photo: Richard Titelius
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Bob Briton

The vulnerable in the community 
must be dreading what the Abbott 
government’s “end of the age of 
entitlement” will look like. Times 
were already tough under the 
previous management without an 
open declaration of war on the 
underprivileged. The indications 
are worrying. Cuts and reneging 
on pay deals to low-paid work-
ers in aged and child care were 
announced before the new Abbott 
Ministry had even been sworn 
in. The talk is about building a 
McDonald’s-style Australia of “lift-
ers, not leaners”. Among the most 
anxious would be the country’s 
600,000 single parent families who, 
in this era of precarious employ-
ment, often fi nd themselves relying 
on government “benefi ts”.

The former Labor government 
scrapped the Parenting Payment for 
single parents with children aged eight 
and over in 2012 while Julia Gillard 
was PM. The 65,000 people targeted, 
mostly women, were dumped uncer-
emoniously onto the dole, known as 
the Newstart Allowance. It was said 
to be an act of “tough love” to get 
single parents off the labour market’s 
sidelines and into jobs. The Howard 
government said the same thing when 
it shoved single parents off the ben-
efi t when children turned 16. Labor 
promptly reduced that to 12 years.

Kevin Rudd commented that the 
government was being excessively 
ruthless and spoke vaguely of review-
ing the legislation.

Welfare advocates condemned 
the move.

“We acknowledge we have a 
revenue challenge in this country 
but ACOSS [the Australian Council 
of Social Service] does not accept 
that we’re not capable of fi nding the 
revenue to address the growing rates 
of child poverty. One in six children 
lives below the poverty line,” chief 
executive Cassandra Goldie said.

The National Council of Single 
Mothers and Their Children launched 
their Have a Heart campaign. “There 
has been a 15 percent increase in 
child poverty in this country since 
2001 and there is no evidence that 
this [policy] will actually help these 
families or the long-term futures of 
the children in this country,” Council 
chief executive Terese Edwards said.

Policy makers have obviously 
been playing to a conservative, often 
religious, electorate. Nobody seri-
ously imagines that moving parents 
onto the dole, which currently stands 
at 77 percent of the offi cial poverty 
line, is going to help parents source 
childcare, transport, a new wardrobe 
and suitable training to get a job on 
a very tight labour market. 

The maximum rate of Newstart is 
$537.80 a fortnight while the maxi-
mum rate of the Parenting Payment 
is $683.50 a fortnight. The work or 
study requirements for the Parenting 
Payment are already the same as for 
Newstart. The Schoolkids Bonus is 
set to be scrapped.

Charities have been inundated 
with requests for help with food, 
rent and utility bills. Services note a 

spike in callers considering suicide. 
Brothel owners have commented on 
an increase in the numbers of aspiring 
sex-workers.

In some areas, like the City of 
Wyndham, evictions are on a sharp 
rise. The fast growing area has some 
of Melbourne’s lowest rents but also 
has an offi cial unemployment rate of 
9 percent. The reality is much worse. 
Police have executed 22 eviction 
warrants a month over the past year.

The case of Kylie was quoted in 
The Age recently. Along with thou-
sands of others, she was pushed onto 
Newstart. Her fi nances quickly fell 
apart. She has been given 16 days to 
leave the accommodation she has been 
renting. “It was my son’s birthday on 
Saturday so I had to try and keep it 
as normal as I can for him,” she said. 

“My son started crying straight 
away when I told him later we had 
to move, saying, ‘Mum, I want to go 
to the same school.’ I kept saying as 
long as we’re together, we’ll be OK. 
But I can’t promise that we will. I 
have no idea what I’ll do. I’ve bought 
a blow up mattress because we will 
probably have to sleep in the car.”

Public policy matters. People 
suffer terribly when reactionary 
forces dominate the debate and crush 
their opposition in the struggle over 
welfare rights. 

The warning bells have been 
rung and unions, left and progres-
sive political forces and community 
organisations will have to rally as 
never before to stop their neigh-
bourhoods descending further into 
decay. 

Families, single parents 
in policy limbo

NSW police will be given greater powers to stop and search 
people, cars, workplaces, bikie club houses and other premis-
es without a warrant. Presently the police need strong evidence 
and a judge’s signature before searching a car or premis-
es for guns. Under the proposed changes police will be able 
to search without a warrant, even if there is not cause for sus-
picion. NSW Council for Civil Liberties is not impressed with 
the idea. “What a search warrant does,” said its President 
Cameron Murphy, “is confi ne the police’s activities, so we 
know why they are searching, and ensures there’s a legitimate 
reason for them to do so. By removing that level of account-
ability, all we do is set up the scene … for perhaps police 
corruption, because there is no accountability over their actions”.

During the 2010 elections 5.55 percent of votes were ruled 
informal. This time the fi gure is even higher at 5.91 percent. 
The Electoral Commission reported that in 2010, 210,587 vot-
ers lodged blank ballot papers and 123,102 voters wrote 
protest messages on their ballot papers. On top of the pro-
test votes there were more than 375,000 voters who were 
unintentionally informal as they had written in just one or two 
preferences, rather than putting a number in every square.

Demonising asylum seekers featured heavily in the election 
campaign. Tony Abbott had vowed to stop arrivals by spend-
ing $440 million on a regional deterrence plan, which included a 
controversial scheme to buy back fi shing boats which might fall 
into the hands of people smugglers. Abbott’s plan also includ-
ed paying $20 million to Indonesian villagers for spying on 
and reporting potential people smugglers. However Indonesia 
has rejected the proposed handouts and Indonesian Foreign 
Minister stated that the plan was not in line with the spirit of 
partnership between the countries. Indonesia has also made it 
clear that it does not support Abbott’s plan to use the Australian 
navy to turn back boats. The Coalition’s Operation Sovereign 
Borders policy militarises the fi ght against people smuggling. 
Deputy Chief of Army Angus Campbell will head the 16 depart-
ments and agencies as military commander of border protection.

Ambulance Victoria is charging some patients $12 a minute for the 
time they spend queuing up in ambulances outside busy hospital 
emergency departments. Uninsured people in rural and regional 
areas are being billed for the increasingly long waits though they 
have no control over the gridlock at hospitals. This scandalous 
policy and fees were set up by the Victorian Health Department.

“Public Right to Know” 
defi ning issue over 
boat arrivals
Statement, human rights group Project SafeCom
Newly sworn-in PM Tony Abbott’s 
insistence that former PM John 
Howard “stopped the boats” has 
pre-defi ned his policy in govern-
ment and forced the shape of his 
strategic positioning vis-a-vis boat 
arrivals. Interdictions in inter-
national waters will now become 
highly secretive operations under 
his newly appointed three-star 
military commander, but all media 
organisations should claim full 
access to all events as an issue of 
public interest.

Former News Ltd’s CEO John 
Hartigan and other senior journalists 
have in recent years been instrumental 
in the formation of the Public Right 
to Know Coalition, and it’s now time 
for them to put their money where 
their mouth is, as soon as the fi rst 
boat arrives in our northern oceans. 

All journalists and media organi-
sations are now faced with a choice: 
they can either continue their election 
campaign love fest of Tony Abbott as 
was directed by News Ltd’s American 
Darth Vader Rupert Murdoch, or 
they can demand full openness and 

accountability and side with the 
public’s right to know and subject 
the Abbott government to serious 
scrutiny.

For too many years almost all 
media outlets, including the ABC, 
Fairfax and the various News Ltd 
have let the public down by failing 
to confront successive governments 
with the ever-increasing and bra-
zen breaches of the UN Refugee 
Convention and related human rights 
statutes, preferring to instead cover 
sensational stories of asylum seekers 
in distress, rather than to confront 
politicians who have been central 
players in the systemic undermining 
of the universal and international 
rights of asylum seekers as defi ned by 
national and international law.

In relation to Australia’s han-
dling of asylum seekers, Australia’s 
lawmakers have become ever more 
brazen lawbreakers, yet the fourth 
Estate has on the whole been miss-
ing in action – because almost all 
journalists, editors and media outlets 
remain ignorant of where and when 
Australian political leaders become 

human rights breachers or when and 
where human rights crimes are com-
mitted in our name.

Now that the Abbott government’s 
re-framing of boat interceptions as a 
military operation starts to take effect 
– where Scott Morrison has already 
indicated that these operations may 
remain a military secret – it starkly 
puts the focus on the public’s right to 
know what is being done in our name.

Perhaps it’s time that media out-
lets invest in long-range drones that 
can hover over boat interceptions 
in international waters, and perhaps 
it’s time reporters are dispatched 
to Indonesia, like the two reporters 
working for the New York Times ear-
lier this month, and buy themselves 
passage, cameras rolling, on boats 
with asylum seekers attempting to 
reach Australia.

Perhaps media outlets need to 
move to the edges of civil disobedi-
ence in order to fulfi l their public 
mandate, captured so well in the 
phrase “The Public’s Right To 
Know”. 
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Dave Lindorff

Syrian civilians and children should count 
themselves lucky that mass opposition in 
the US, the UK and much of the rest of the 
world to the idea of a US bombing blitz 
aimed at punishing the Syrian government 
for allegedly using sarin gas in an attack on 
a Damascus neighbourhood forced the US 
to back off and accept a Russian deal to get 
rid of Syria’s chemical weapons.

Had the US attacked, primarily with a two- 
or three-day barrage of Tomahawk missiles, 
many of those rockets would likely have carried 
warheads containing BLU-97 cluster munitions, 
according to the United States Campaign to 
Ban Cluster Munitions – cluster bombs that 
would have assuredly killed or maimed many 
Syrian children.

This news should come as no surprise. The 
US made heavy use of deadly body-shredding 
cluster munitions in its invasion of Iraq in 2003 
and during the subsequent bloody war and 
occupation there, as well as in its invasion of 
Afghanistan in 2001. Some 30 tons of cluster 
bombs were dropped or fi red into urban neigh-
bourhoods of Iraq during the fi rst few weeks 
alone of the 2003 US invasion of that country. 
Another 250,000 antipersonnel bomblets were 
dropped or fi red into Afghani neighbourhoods 
during the 2001-2002 US invasion of that 
country.

The US Campaign to Ban Cluster Munitions 
notes that the last documented US use of cluster 
munitions was in 2009. The organisation writes 
that was

“ ... in Yemen, when one or more Tomahawk 
cruise missiles loaded with BLU-97 bomblets 
struck the hamlet of al-Majala in the southern 
Abyan province. The strike killed at least 41 
civilians and at least four more civilians were 
killed and 13 wounded by unexploded bomblets 
after the attack. Four years later, the site of the 
attack remains contaminated by cluster muni-
tion remnants.”

In fact, cluster weapons, whether bombs 
dropped from planes, warheads fi red by missiles, 
or shells fi red by cannons or tanks, are among 
the deadliest and most untargetable weapons 
devised by man, holding the distinction of being 
particularly lethal to civilians and children. They 
work by having a larger bomb, warhead or shell 
deliver a payload of smaller “bomblets” to a 
target (each Tomahawk cluster warhead contains 
166 of the lethal bomblets). These casings burst 
open, releasing the small devices, either on the 
ground, or lowered by little parachutes. Many 

burst on impact, sending small deadly spinning 
fl echettes out in all directions to tear the fl esh 
off bones, maiming and killing anyone in the 
vicinity, while others routinely fail to explode, 
and then lie around, sometimes for years, until 
someone steps on one, or a child picks it up 
to see what it is. (Unexploded BLU-97s look 
like cardboard drink containers and are bright 
orange.)

Laos 20 years on
I remember a visit to Laos in 1995. It had 

been over two decades since the US had been 
relentlessly bombing that small peasant country 
day and night, primarily with anti-personnel 
bombs, and the country seemed to have returned 
to its tranquil past. But walking around the 
sleepy capital city of Vientiane, I was puzzled at 
seeing a surprising number of young children of 
varying ages hobbling around on crutches with 
one and sometimes parts of two legs missing, 
or arms missing, often with faces disfi gured. 

I asked a Lao offi cial why there were so 
many such kids, and he explained they were 
victims of the “bombis” – small fragmentation 
bomblets dropped by US forces in the secret 
war on Laos that had not exploded, and that 
remained buried in farmers’ fi elds until found 
or inadvertently disturbed by peasants or, more 
often, children working or playing. 

(The US has refused to help locate and 
clear these relics of war, claiming, ridiculously, 
that the Communist Laotian government is 
still secretly holding captured US soldiers – a 
position that the then US ambassador shame-
facedly admitted to me was nonsense, but that 
was dictated by right-wingers holding onto the 
myth of long-suffering MIAs “abandoned” in 
Southeast Asia.)

When President Obama went on national 
television on September 10, and passionately 
evoked images of suffering Syrian children 
dying on hospital fl oors from a sarin attack in 
Damascus, he might have looked sincere to 
some, but most of those US viewers probably 
didn’t realise that as commander in chief, he was 
asking them to support a bombardment of Syria 
which would have likely included thousands of 
similar bomblets that he surely knows would 
inevitably end up, over time, killing far more 
children in far more horrible ways than the sarin 
attack that was his casus belli.

According to experts, 98 percent of the vic-
tims of cluster bombs are civilians, not soldiers 
(as horrible as the deaths or maiming of even 
soldier-targets are from these insidious weap-
ons). And 40 percent of the victims are children. 

Since 2008, there has been a UN Convention 
against the use of cluster weapons. It has been 
signed by 112 nations, 83 of which have ratifi ed 
it. The US is a key holdout, along with China, 
Israel, Pakistan and Russia. 

The US in fact, not content to simply not 
sign the convention, is arguing strenuously 
against the treaty, claiming that its bomblets, at 
least by 2018, will boast a one percent failure 
rate, and thus supposedly would not pose the 
danger of leaving unexploded, attractive or 
interesting-looking bomblets scattered around 
the landscape for months or years, waiting to 
be picked up by curious children. 

It’s an absurdly low failure rate the govern-
ment is claiming, and is also wholly unprovable. 
(At least the US is consistent; it also refuses to 
sign a Convention banning landmines, which 
kill many civilians in the same way as anti-
personnel bomblets.)

Campaign
Critics of the cluster munitions, like the 

US Campaign to Ban Cluster Weapons, say 
the failure rate of current US weapons like 
the BLU-97, the most common cluster anti-
personnel device used by US forces, is closer 
to 30 percent. Besides, as demonstrated by the 
Yemen Tomahawk attack, a lot of the killing 
and maiming of civilians and children by cluster 
weapons happens when the bomblets explode 
as planned and “on target.”

Talk about brazen hypocrisy! A child killed 
or injured by sarin gas is an atrocity, to be sure. 
But so is a child whose body is turned into 
chopped meat, or who is painfully rendered 
limbless by an exploding BLU-97 weapon. 

Worse yet, the US has had the audacity to 
accuse the Syrian government of an atrocity for 
allegedly using cluster weapons, voting earlier 

Obama’s grotesque hypocrisy 
over cluster munitions
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this year in the UN to condemn Syria for use 
of a weapon which the US used liberally in 
its wars against Iraq and Afghanistan, and in 
massive amounts in Indochina, and which it 
stockpiles and continues to design for greater 
lethality and destructiveness for future use by 
American forces, including in Syria. 

(The US also sells these horrifi c weapons 
of child destruction to its “allies,” including 
countries ruled by dictators, like Saudi Arabia, 
which notably is known to be supplying arms 
to Syrian rebels .)

Of course, Americans themselves can be 
hypocritical about this stuff. Much horror was 
expressed after the Boston Marathon bombing 
over the use of BB pellets in the home-made 
pressure cooker bombs alleged to have been 
used, which killed several and lacerated the 
bodies of others. “How could people be so 
evil,” many asked. And yet the US provides its 
military with weapons that are far more effi cient 
at shredding bodies, using taxpayer money, and 
has done so for decades, with few Americans 
expressing outrage, even at the carnage the 
weapons cause among children.

Some 270 million cluster bombs were 
dropped on Indochina between 1964-73, causing 
incalculable death and injury. Estimates are that 
80 million of those weapons failed to explode 
and remain lying around and posing a constant 
threat to civilians today.

“Clear victory”
Textron Defence Systems, the maker of the 

most widely used cluster bomb in the US arse-
nal, which contains the BLU-97 bomblets, and 
which is being sold by the US to Saudi Arabia 
and other “allies,” offers this marketing motto 
for its deadly product: “Clear victory, Clear bat-
tlefi eld.” Given that most of the “battlefi elds” 
these days are urban areas, not classic battle 
fronts, the “clear battlefi eld” concept bodes ill 
for civilians and children.

Obama would be standing on stronger 
ground in demanding that Syria’s government 
eliminate its stocks of poison gas, if the US 
would sign onto the UN’s 2008 Convention 
on Cluster Munitions. His call for Americans 
to stand against the use of poison gas weapons 
by the Syrian government would not ring so 
hollow if he ordered the US military to destroy 
its massive stockpiles of cluster weapons, and 
vowed never to use them again.
Information Clearing House 

Magazine

James Corbett, 
Mother Agnes Mariam, 
Michel Chossudovsky

In the wake of the Syrian chemical weapons 
attack, shocking footage of the victims of 
that attack were widely circulated in an 
effort to raise the ire of the public and spur 
support for military intervention.

Now, a new report on that footage fi nds 
troubling inconsistencies and manipulation 
with the video that calls the offi cial narrative 
of the attack and its victims into question.

Lat week, UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon submitted the fi ndings of the UN 
chemical weapons inspection team dispatched 
to Syria last month to gather evidence on 
the August 21 chemical weapons attack in 
Ghouta.

The report has been used as justifi ca-
tion for the US and UK’s allegations that the 
attack originated from the Syrian government, 
but it does not in fact reach this conclusion. 
The inspection team’s mandate was limited to 
determining if an attack took place, not where 
it originated from, limiting their fi ndings to a 
simple statement of fact:

“On the basis of the evidence obtained 
during our investigation of the Ghouta inci-
dent, the conclusion is that, on August 21, 
2013, chemical weapons have been used in 
the ongoing confl ict between the parties in 
the Syrian Arab Republic, also against civil-
ians, including children, on a relatively large 
scale.”

The determination of where the attacks 
originated from is of course the key issue 
geopolitically speaking. If the attack origi-
nated with the Syrian government it would 
mark a serious escalation in the confl ict, but 
if the weapons were launched by the terrorist 
insurgency it would mean the attack was a 
false fl ag provocation, designed to draw the 
US and its allies into armed military interven-
tion in the country.

As analysts have been at pains to point 
out, the motive for such an attack has always 
suggested that it was more likely that the ter-
rorists were the culprits in Ghouta, not the 
Syrian government. They have been losing 
the ground war against Syrian government 
forces for months, and they knew that the 
use of chemical weapons was the “red line” 
that Obama had set as the threshold for mili-
tary intervention. Those who argue Assad’s 
culpability have to believe that not only 
did he suddenly and inexplicably resort to 
using chemical weapons on his own people 
for no strategic military reason, but that he 
waited until UN chemical weapons inspectors 
arrived in the country before doing so.

The background and history of the con-
fl ict also provide ample evidence that the 
terrorists have chemical weapons in their 
possession, and are trained and motivated to 
use them. Last December it was reported that 
US forces were training the terrorist forces 
in the handling of chemical weapons. Also 
last December the insurgents released a video 
showing their chemical weapons operations 
and threatening to use them against govern-
ment supporters. And in July of this year, 
Russia submitted an exhaustive 100-page 
report to the UN outlining how the terror-
ist insurgency was in fact to blame for the 
March 19 chemical weapons attack in Khan 
al-Asal on the outskirts of Aleppo.

But in the light of this latest chemical 
weapons attack, the UK, the US and France 
have all released their own intelligence 
studies blaming Assad for the incident and 
calling on the “international community” to 
increase pressure on the Syrian government. 
The reports, however, contradict each other 
in numerous places, with wildly different 

estimates of casualties in the events sug-
gesting that the intelligence agencies that 
produced the report cannot even agree on the 
most basic details of the attack.

Now, new evidence is emerging that the 
attacks were used and manipulated by the 
terrorists in order to provoke the US and its 
allies into armed intervention in Syria. This 
evidence suggests that the videos used by the 
US and its allies to conclude what happened 
in Ghouta were in fact carefully stage man-
aged to portray a narrative that would pin the 
blame for the attacks on Assad.

The fi rst indications of this plot emerged 
early on, when expert analysis of the videos 
suggested inconsistencies in the footage 
itself.

That analysis was later expanded on by a 
report from ISTEAMS, a Syria-based human 
rights group working in conjunction with the 
International Institute for Peace, Justice and 
Human Rights. In this thorough report, pub-
lished on GlobalResearch.ca on September 
16, numerous discrepancies and inconsisten-
cies in the footage are documented.

The report documents through eyewitness 
testimony and video evidence that the affect-
ed areas had been largely abandoned by local 
residents in the days prior to the attack. Yet in 
the footage of the aftermath, there are large 
numbers of child victims who are portrayed. 
There exists very little footage of parents 
with their children, and what little footage 
exists portrays some of the parents apparently 
“discovering” their children on multiple occa-
sions in different locations. Other footage 
shows the same children arranged in different 
formations in geographically distant neigh-
borhoods. The report concludes that the foot-
age was carefully stage managed to create the 
greatest emotional impact on foreign audi-
ences. These videos were then used by the 
Obama administration to convince the Senate 
of their case for military intervention.

ISTEAMS President and one of the key 
researchers on the report, Mother Agnes 
Mariam, joined The Corbett Report to discuss 
the problems with the offi cial narrative of 
the chemical weapon attack emanating from 
Washington and its allies last month.

The ISTEAMS report raises many 
troubling questions about the scenes in the 
Ghouta videos. Were the victims of the attack 
local children? If so, why were they there 
after these areas had been largely abandoned? 
Where are their parents? In the days after the 
attack, Dr Bouthaina Shaaban, an advisor to 
the Assad government, provided an equally 
troubling answer to these questions to Sky 
News.

These reports dovetail with videos posted 
by the Mujahedeen Press Offi ce to YouTube 
just six days before the attack confi rming 
that the terrorists had kidnapped hundreds 
of women and children from the rural vil-
lages of Alawite stronghold Lattakia to use as 
bargaining chips in the confl ict. Were these 
kidnap victims moved to Ghouta to be killed 
in the chemical weapons attack? Is this why 
so many children were there in these largely-
vacated areas, and why so few parents appear 
on video mourning their children?

Although further research and investiga-
tion is urgently needed by third-party organi-
sations to establish the identity of the Ghouta 
attack victims and the whereabouts of the 
kidnapped Lattakian families, the reports, if 
true, are evidence of the most disgraceful war 
crimes imaginable and the most cold-blooded 
manipulations of evidence to suit an agenda. 
Earlier this month, Global Research Director 
Michel Chossudovsky appeared on GRTV to 
discuss the nature of the terrorist insurgency.

Now, the US and its allies are trying to 
use the UN’s new report in combination with 
the video “evidence” of the attack’s after-
maths to justify the use of military force to 
back up the Syrian chemical disarmament 
process. Some are even calling for Assad to 
face war crimes prosecution on the back of 
this and similarly manipulated evidence.

In order to prevent this war agenda from 
proceeding any further or these propaganda 
images from being used in the pursuit of 
military intervention, it is vital that this latest 
ISTEAMS report is downloaded from Global 
Research, widely disseminated, and thor-
oughly investigated.
globalresearch.ca 

How the Syrian 
chemical weapons 
videos were staged
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Mark Gruenberg

LOS ANGELES: Can you imagine 
battling the Great Recession by 
cutting the minimum wage? It 
sounds unlikely, if not absurd, but 
that very scenario crashed down 
on Ireland’s unions and workers 
when the world economy collapsed 
fi ve years ago. And similar such 
austerity schemes have plagued 
the four-million-person nation 
ever since.

That’s what Irish unions and 
workers face now, and toil to over-
come, even as the Irish Labour Party 
is the minority partner in a new coa-
lition government, a top Irish union 
leader says. And Ireland’s unions also 
must hold Labour to its promises, 
she adds.

Sallyanne Kinahan, assistant 
general secretary of the Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions, described that his-
tory and scenario in an interview 
with Press Associates Union News 
Service during the recent AFL-CIO 
Convention in Los Angeles. As the 
Irish federation’s number two offi -
cial, Kinahan, one of 120 foreign 
trade unionists who attended the 

AFL-CIO conclave, has a top seat in 
Irish unions’ battle to pull workers 
from the slump.

Those efforts are held hostage 
to the austerity-driven crusade the 
27-nation European Union imposed 
upon the Irish Republic (and Greece 
and Spain) with willing agreement 
from the former governing Fianna Fail 
Party and its Green Party partners.

In Ireland, the austerity included 
cutting the minimum wage from 8.65 
Euros, then equal to $11, to 7.65 
Euros, she says. Austerity champions 
also kept the two-million-person Irish 
labour market open, including to low-
paid workers from Eastern Europe. 
“The trade unions weren’t consulted 
about that,” Kinahan notes, dryly.

How austerity-driven was the 
crusade that Irish unions faced? “Our 
crisis can’t be solved without a mas-
sive economic stimulus,” she says. 
“You had one in the US, however 
inadequate. We didn’t. Hello? They 
had no recognition of reality.

“The policies they advocated 
only increased the pain and suffer-
ing for many families. We’re really 
not recovering,” Kinahan comments.

That wasn’t all that Ireland’s 

unions and workers faced from the 
austerity emphasis.

Deregulation let the Irish banks 
overextend themselves, then crash. 
There was removal of “wage protec-
tion and wage advancement,” and the 
government blamed Ireland’s 250,000 
public servants for fi scal ills, enacting 
“similar propositions and impacts” on 
public workers there as the right wing 
advocates and enacts here, she notes.

“But the big factors” in Ireland’s 
crash “were massive job losses in 
construction, which then spread to 
manufacturing, services and retail,” 
she explains.

Opening the Irish labour market 
may have worked when Ireland joined 
the EU in 2004 and the Irish economy, 
fuelled by banking and real estate 
speculation, was booming and people 
were actually immigrating to Ireland 
for the fi rst time in 150 years.

It didn’t in 2008 when Irish banks 
went bust, real estate values collapsed, 
joblessness zoomed from four percent 
to 14.5, and Ireland’s “best and bright-
est” young workers and college grads 
resumed emigrating, heading to the 
US, Canada, and Australia.

“The government was triumphant 
last month when unemployment 
went down by one percent to 13.5 
percent,” Kinahan notes. “But those 
most affected are those with lower 
educational attainment, lower skills, 
and older workers.”

But it’s a new government, a 
combined Fine Gael-Labour coalition, 
that’s trying to clean up the wreckage 
left by Fianna Fail, whom it clobbered 
in the last election.

It’s also left the Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions considering other 
measures to help pull Ireland out of 
the ditch. Collective bargaining is 
unavailable in many cases. Kinahan 
explains Ireland is one of only three 
EU nations without the right to col-
lective bargaining written into its 
constitution, and most of Ireland’s 
180,000 businesses are small, “so 
extending unionism to them is practi-
cally impossible.”

That means the Irish union 
congress must negotiate on national 
issues, starting with lobbying their 
Labour Party allies to restore the 
minimum wage cut. “But for new 
entrants” to the labour force “the 
minimum wage is a maximum wage,” 
Kinahan says.

“The other thing we did is that 
through joint labor-management com-
mittees, we negotiated collectively 
agreed-upon pay for whole sectors 
– launderers, cleaners, painters and 
the like.” The catch is that after the 

committees also agreed on the wages, 
“four hours later the committees 
collapsed.”

The Irish unions and workers still 
face austerity-driven pressure, accord-
ing to Jack O’Connor, president of the 
Service, Industrial, Professional, and 
Technical Union.

“It is quite clear there is a well-
orchestrated campaign by those at 
the top of the banking system in 
Ireland and in Europe, who caused 
the crisis in the fi rst place, to tighten 
the austerity screw to a degree that is 
not required even by their own crite-
ria,” O’Connor wrote in his union’s 
monthly magazine, Liberty, which 
Kinahan cited.

“The government must demon-
strate the nerves of steel required to 
face them down. Granted, the black-
mailers have leverage, but we have 
some too because if our program fails 
then their whole project will collapse 
like a pack of cards,” he wrote.
People’s World 
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Irish unions battle 
minimum wage cuts

Labour brings 
down axe on 
bedroom tax

Detroit bankruptcy 
coming to your city

Will Stone

BRITAIN: Labour has revealed 
that it will repeal the government’s 
hated bedroom tax to the relief 
of unions and campaigners who 
thought the party had entirely 
given up on workers. Labour 
leader Ed Miliband said that he 
and shadow chancellor Ed Balls 
have already found the cash to pay 
for the repeal of the levy on spare 
rooms – by cutting tax loopholes 
for the rich.

Mr Miliband said: “The bed-
room tax – not what the Tories call 
the spare room subsidy – the bed-
room tax [is] a symbol of an out of 
touch, uncaring Tory government 
that stands up for the privileged few 
but never for you.

“So we will scrap that tax. And 
what’s more I can tell you how.

“We’ll scrap the bedroom tax 
by abolishing the shady schemes of 
tax loopholes for the privileged few 
which the Tories keep inventing 
– tax cuts for hedge funds, the bil-
lion-pound black hole created with 
a scheme for workers to sell their 
rights for shares, and scams which 
cheat the taxpayer in construction.”

Mr Miliband has previously 
described the bedroom tax as “the 
single worst policy” introduced 
by the coalition. Two-thirds of the 
660,000 people affected by the tax 
are disabled and the vast majority 
do not have the option of moving to 
smaller accommodation.

UK Uncut spokesman Alex 
Smith welcomed the decision to 
repeal the “horrifi cally unfair” tax 
that even the UN says amounts to a 
breach of human rights.

But he added that Labour 
“could do a lot more,” point-
ing out that this has come after a 
summer of Labour backing Tory 
austerity policies. “It’s about time 
Ed Miliband grew a backbone 
and started to show some real 
opposition to Tory policies,” said 
Coalition of Resistance chairwoman 
Romayne Phoenix.

“Campaigners have been saying 
for months that the bedroom tax is 
unworkable, immoral and vicious.

“But there are plenty of Tory 
policies that Labour still need to get 
tough on.”

The announcement comes just 
days after anti-cuts campaign group 
False Economy released shock-
ing fi gures revealing that as many 
as one in three are in rent arrears 
across Britain because of the bed-
room tax.

Trade Union Congress general 
secretary Frances O’Grady said: 
“Scrapping it will ease the fears of 
thousands of low-income families 
and disabled people worried about 
being forced out of their homes 
they’ve lived in for decades.”

And Unison general secre-
tary Dave Prentis added that Mr 
Miliband is “right to show a clear 
line between the Tories’ attacks on 
the poorest and most vulnerable in 
society.”

But Unite policy director Steve 
Turner reminded voters that until 
2015 and a Labour victory this 
“monstrous policy remains with 
people daily being hounded out of 
their homes and into debt.”
Morning Star 

John Rummel

DETROIT: Detroit is the canary 
in the coalmine, warned speakers 
at a public forum on the city’s 
bankruptcy, held at Detroit’s 
Fellowship Chapel. Sponsored by 
Congressman John Conyers, the 
event brought together an impres-
sive 14-member panel of local and 
national leaders to discuss, with 
input from an overfl ow crowd, 
the ramifi cations of the recent 
bankruptcy fi ling by appointed 
Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr.

Moderating the panel was 
Georgetown University profes-
sor Michael Eric Dyson. Dyson 
predicted that what happens here 
will affect Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
Chicago, and 125 other cities – 
and even states – from coast to 
coast that are facing fi nancial 
stress. The entire nation is looking 
at Detroit and asking, will they be 
forced to take the same path, said 
Dyson.

“Forced” is the key word. 
Conyers said never in US history 
has an emergency manager, not 
elected by voters, opted to seek 
bankruptcy for a city. Conyers said 
Orr’s constitutional authority to act 
on the city’s behalf is “very much 
in doubt” and, to make matters 
worse, the action was taken with 
“precious little public discussion 
and no accountability.”

The “pillaging” of Detroit 
is part of a national right-wing 
agenda, said Fellowship Chapel’s 
Reverend Dr Wendell Anthony. 
Anthony said Republicans are 
intent on blocking any federal help 
for cities in distress. Republican 
South Carolina Senator Lindsey 
Graham even proposes extreme leg-
islation forbidding federal funds for 
cities in economic distress, Anthony 
noted.

Cuts are not hitting all equally 
here. At the same time the city is 
fi ling for bankruptcy and consider-
ing slashing pensions of city work-
ers, city offi cials plan to “publicly 
put US$360 million into a hockey 
arena,” said Al Garrett, president of 
AFSCME Council 258 *.

Growing inequality is a national 
problem, but speakers observed that 
nowhere has the transfer of wealth 
from the many to the few been 
greater than in Detroit.

“Wealth transfer gone wild” is 
how Dr Julianne Malveaux, presi-
dent emeritus of Bennett College 
for Women in North Carolina, 
described what has happened. From 
the city’s water department to its 
museums, homes, buildings and 
pensions, all are up for grabs, she 
said.

Malveaux noted that Detroit 
was once the crucible of the Black 
middle class and had the highest 
level of home ownership in the 

nation. The result of Detroit being 
under attack is that in the long run 
all American people are going to be 
hurt, she observed.

Michael Steinberg, legal direc-
tor of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Michigan, said Wall Street 
greed played a signifi cant role in 
stealing the wealth of the city’s 
residents.

Incredibly, over 100,000 
buildings have been foreclosed in 
Detroit, a city with a population of 
just over 700,000 people, Steinberg 
said. In the process, Detroiters’ 
wealth disappeared, he said. Homes 
that were in families for years and 
years were lost.

Steinberg singled out the preda-
tory lending practices of Morgan 
Stanley, which targeted African 
American residents with designed-
to-fail toxic loans.

Of all the indignities being 
heaped on Detroit, Orr’s comments, 
quoted last month in the Wall Street 
Journal, that Detroiters are “dumb, 
lazy, happy and rich” have, not 
surprisingly, aroused incredible ire. 
Orr perpetrated a “vicious trans-
mission of stereotype” for public 
consumption, said Dyson who, like 
Orr, is African American.

“He should be fi red,” added 
AFSCME leader Garrett.
* AFSCME Council represents 
public sector union locals.
People’s World 



Guardian September 25, 2013  9

Harvey Wasserman

We are now within two months 
of what may be humankind’s 
most dangerous moment since 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. There 
is no excuse for not acting. All the 
resources our species can muster 
must be focussed on the fuel pool 
at Fukushima Unit 4.

Fukushima’s owner, Tokyo 
Electric (Tepco), says that within as 
few as 60 days it may begin trying 
to remove more than 1,300 spent 
fuel rods from a badly damaged pool 
perched 100 feet in the air. The pool 
rests on a badly damaged building 
that is tilting, sinking and could easily 
come down in the next earthquake, if 
not on its own.

Some 400 tons of fuel in that 
pool could spew out more than 
15,000 times as much radiation as 
was released at Hiroshima. The one 
thing certain about this crisis is that 
Tepco does not have the scientifi c, 
engineering or fi nancial resources 
to handle it. Nor does the Japanese 
government. The situation demands 
a coordinated worldwide effort of 
the best scientists and engineers our 
species can muster.

Why is this so serious?
We already know that thousands 

of tons of heavily contaminated water 
are pouring through the Fukushima 
site, carrying a devil’s brew of 
long-lived poisonous isotopes into 
the Pacifi c. Tuna irradiated with 
fallout traceable to Fukushima have 
already been caught off the coast of 
California. We can expect far worse.

Tepco continues to pour more 
water onto the proximate site of 

three melted reactor cores it must 
somehow keep cool. Steam plumes 
indicate fi ssion may still be going on 
somewhere underground. But nobody 
knows exactly where those cores are.

Much of that irradiated water now 
sits in roughly a thousand huge but 
fragile tanks that have been quickly 
assembled and strewn around the site. 
Many are already leaking. All could 
shatter in the next earthquake, releas-
ing thousands of tons of permanent 
poisons into the Pacifi c.

The water fl owing through the 
site is also undermining the remnant 
structures at Fukushima, including 
the one supporting the fuel pool at 
Unit Four.

More than 6,000 fuel assemblies 
now sit in a common pool just 50 
metres from Unit Four. Some contain 
plutonium. The pool has no contain-
ment over it. It is vulnerable to loss 

of coolant, the collapse of a nearby 
building, another earthquake, another 
tsunami and more.

Overall, more than 11,000 fuel 
assemblies are scattered around the 
Fukushima site. According to long-
time expert and former Department 
of Energy offi cial Robert Alvarez, 
there is more than 85 times as much 
lethal cesium on site as was released 
at Chernobyl.

Radioactive hot spots continue 
to be found around Japan. There are 
indications of heightened rates of 
thyroid damage among local children. 
The immediate bottom line is that 
those fuel rods must somehow come 
safely out of the Unit Four fuel pool 
as soon as possible.

Just prior to the 3/11/11 earth-
quake and tsunami that shattered 
the Fukushima site, the core of Unit 
Four was removed for routine main-
tenance and refuelling. Like some 
two dozen reactors in the US and 
too many more around the world, 
the General Electric-designed pool 
into which that core now sits is 100 
feet in the air.

Spent fuel must somehow be kept 
under water. It is clad in zirconium 
alloy which will spontaneously ignite 
when exposed to air. Long used in 
fl ash bulbs for cameras, zirconium 

burns with an extremely bright, hot 
fl ame.

Each uncovered rod emits enough 
radiation to kill someone standing 
nearby in a matter of minutes. A 
confl agration could force all personnel 
to fl ee the site and render electronic 
machinery unworkable.

According to Arnie Gundersen, a 
nuclear engineer with 40 years in an 
industry for which he once manufac-
tured fuel rods, the ones in the Unit 4 
core are bent, damaged and embrittled 
to the point of crumbling. Cameras 
have shown troubling quantities of 
debris in the fuel pool, which itself 
is damaged.

The engineering and scientifi c 
barriers to emptying the Unit Four 
fuel pool are unique and daunting, 
says Gundersen. But it must be done 
to 100 percent perfection.

Should the attempt fail, the rods 
could be exposed to air and catch fi re, 
releasing horrifi c quantities of radia-
tion into the atmosphere. The pool 
could come crashing to the ground, 
dumping the rods together into a 
pile that could fi ssion and possibly 
explode. The resulting radioactive 
cloud would threaten the health and 
safety of all of us.

Chernobyl’s fi rst 1986 fallout 
reached California within ten days. 

Fukushima’s in 2011 arrived in 
less than a week. A new fuel fi re at 
Unit 4 would pour out a continuous 
stream of lethal radioactive poisons 
for centuries.

Former Ambassador Mitsuhei 
Murata says full-scale releases from 
Fukushima “would destroy the world 
environment and our civilization. 
This is not rocket science, nor does it 
connect to the pugilistic debate over 
nuclear power plants. This is an issue 
of human survival.”

Neither Tokyo Electric nor the 
government of Japan can go this 
alone. There is no excuse for deploy-
ing anything less than a coordinated 
team of the planet’s best scientists 
and engineers.

We have two months or less to 
act.

For now, we are petitioning the 
United Nations and President Obama 
to mobilise the global scientifi c and 
engineering community to take charge 
at Fukushima and the job of moving 
these fuel rods to safety.
You can sign the petition at: 
nukefree.org/crisis-fukushima-4-petition-un-us-
global-response
If you have a better idea, please 
follow it. But do something and 
do it now.
globalresearch.ca 

International

World community must 
take charge of Fukushima

Some political 
prisoners 
released in Iran

Where is justice in 
cutting food stamps?

Peter Corcoran

Iranian human rights activists wel-
comed the government’s decision to 
free at least 11 political prisoners. 
The Committee for the Defence of 
the Iranian People’s Rights (Codir) 
attributed the release of human 
rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh and 
another seven women and three 
men to long-running pressure by 
the international community.

Ms Sotoudeh was sentenced to 
six years in prison in September 
2010 for “spreading propaganda 
against the system” and “acting 
against national security” – catch-
all charges which the government 
has routinely used to suppress crit-
ics of its human rights record.

Codir assistant general secretary 
Jamshid Ahmadi welcomed news 
of the prisoner release but stressed 
that the new leadership’s much-
trumpeted reformist credentials 
would depend on more being done 
to address abuses of human rights.

“Clearly any prisoner release 
in Iran is to be welcomed but we 
should be clear that one swallow 
does not make a summer,” said Mr 

Ahmadi. “Many more prisoners 
remain behind bars in Iran, simply 
for standing up for human rights, 
women’s rights and trade union 
organisation.

“We still await the release of 
trade union leader Reza Shabi, 
student leader Bahareh Hedayat 
and many others languishing in 
Iran’s jails.” Codir stressed that the 
release was timed to coincide with 
President Hassan Rouhani’s visit to 
the United Nations in New York.

“The Iranian regime is not 
beyond using these prisoner 
releases for its own purposes,” Mr 
Ahmadi said. “While we celebrate 
the release of Nasrin Sotoudeh and 
others we should take the oppor-
tunity to increase the pressure on 
the regime which has led to their 
release and press the Iranian gov-
ernment to abolish the policies 
which give rise to these injustices.

“Codir will continue to work 
with human rights organisations 
worldwide to raise awareness of 
abuses in Iran, seek the release of 
all political prisoners and press for 
democratic rights.”
Morning Star 

Brian MaCafee

The Republican-controlled House 
of Representatives are scheduled 
to vote on the Farm Bill; part of 
which includes a US$40 billion cut 
in the food stamp program.

Of those receiving government 
help in the form of food stamps or 
the SNAP program (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program) 
76 percent are children, disabled 
or elderly. Fifty seven thousand 
children lost Head Start services 
because House Republicans voted 
to keep the sequester (automatic 
budget cuts) instead of choosing 
a balanced approach to the budget 
that makes corporations and mil-
lionaires pay their fair share. The 
WIC program, a health and nutri-
tion assistance program for low 
income women and children, is also 
under fi re from the right.

Zoë Neuberger and Robert 
Greenstein writing for the Centre 
on Budget and Policy Priorities 
say, “WIC will need a substantial 
funding increase in fi scal year 
2014 to be able to serve all eligi-
ble applicants. Based on our esti-
mates using the most recent data 
available, the President’s budget 
request of US$7.142 billion for 
WIC would allow the program 
to serve all eligible applicants. 
Competition for discretionary 
funding for next year will be 
fi erce. But if Congress fails to 
provide adequate WIC funding 
to serve all eligible low-income 
women, infants, and young chil-
dren at nutritional risk who apply, 
there would likely be long-lasting 
detrimental effects for the vul-
nerable individuals whom WIC 
serves.”

Many American workers 

who are receiving some food 
stamps are eligible because 
wages are keeping them in pov-
erty. Republicans and right wing 
Democrats should be repeatedly 
asked, “Why is the minimum 
wage set below the poverty line?”

A liveable wage: Is that too 
much to ask for? If so, who says 
so and why? While the right wing 
are attacking our most vulnerable 
people who is it that they subsi-
dise and help at every turn: gas 
and coal companies. The reverse 
Robin Hood of the American right 
wing and the heartlessness of 
American capitalism and appar-
ently many in the tea party and the 
Christian right has been shocking 
to see (the extent) but those of us 
on the left will always fi ght for the 
kids, the underdogs, for justice.
People’s World 
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In the 30 years since the death of John Pat, 
there has been no offi cial apology to his 
family or a memorial headstone placed in 
Roebourne.

John Pat was just 16-years-old when he died 
in custody on September 28, 1983 at Roebourne 
police station. When he saw his friend, Ashley 
James, assaulted and racially abused by off-duty 
police offi cers outside a hotel, he intervened.  
Witnesses saw a police offi cer strike John Pat 
in the face and shove him backwards. He fell 
and struck his head on the pavement. While 
lying defenceless on the ground another came 
over and kicked him in the head. Witnesses 
saw John Pat kicked in the face by another 
offi cer before being thrown into the van. The 

subsequent autopsy showed injuries consistent 
with sustained multiple massive blows to the 
head.

In May, 1986, an all-white jury found 
the four police offi cers and a police aide not 
guilty of manslaughter. John Pat’s death, the 
acquittal of police, an epidemic of deaths in 
custody sparked a massive campaign in the 
1980s. This huge campaign simply could not 
be ignored. From 1980 to 1989 the Hawke 
government established the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. It made 339 
recommendations for reform. Unfortunately, 
many remain unimplemented or abandoned.

Two decades after the Royal Commission’s 
report, a major review of deaths in custody has 

found a substantial increase in the number of 
Aboriginal people dying in custody over the last 
fi ve years in line with an almost doubling of the 
number of Aboriginal people being locked up.

We will call on the Western Australian 
Government to:
• Make an unreserved apology to John Pat’s 

mother Mavis Pat and family;
• To take action against systemic racism in 

the police and criminal justice system;
• Commit to a program of action to 

signifi cantly reduce the imprisonment of 
Aboriginal people in Western Australia 
(Build Communities Not Prisons);

• Conduct an audit of the implementation 
of the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody;

• End privatisation of custodial services;
• Establish an independent authority with 

legislative powers to investigate complaints 
about police and corrective services;

• Pass legislation to hold corporations and 
government legally responsible for their 
role in a death in custody; and

• Repeal mandatory sentencing legislation.

John Pat Memorial CD 
Launch and Fundraiser

Sunday night September 29 at the Fly 
by Night Club, Big Hart will launch a CD to 
honour John Pat on the 30th anniversary of 
his death. The CD that will be released is the 
work of the Roebourne community and inmates 
in the Roebourne prison, along with some of 
Australia’s best musicians, singers and song-
writers.  The memory of John Pat will live on 
through the music of his people.

Funds raised will enable the family to install 
a memorial in Roebourne.

Tickets available at www.fl ybynight.org 
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War logic

It is hard to believe that a man who 
has been honoured by the award of 
Nobel Prize for peace is hell bent to 
start yet another catastrophic war 
by launching military strikes on 
Syria, while Iraq is still smoulder-
ing and Afghanistan faces a highly 
uncertain future as a result of 
previous blunders to settle issues 
by force of arms.

Having returned from the G 
20 summit without being able to 
convince the majority of assembled 
world leaders of his faulty war 
logic, President Obama is reportedly 
going to try again with the people of 
America.

However it is quite clear that 
people all over the world are fed up 
with global wars which accomplish 
little other than perpetrating death 
and destruction. If Obama wants to 
start another one, he will have to 
content himself with the fi g leaf of 
Congressional approval and the sup-
port of a hard core of US puppet gov-
ernments including Canada’s Harper 
conservatives who have shamefully 
assumed the role of cheer leaders in 
this case.

Hassan Gardezi

Media misogyny

Interestingly the British liberal 
Guardian has moved into what 
they understand as a vacancy in 
mainstream Australian media 
reporting. Murdoch’s media has 
moved from his traditional con-
servative position to a reactionary 
position and the Fairfax media has 
moved from a right liberal position 
to take Murdoch’s old position as 
the conservative press. 

The best example of this was 
Gillard accurately describing the con-
servative sexist Abbott in parliament 
as a misogynist. All the Australian 
media including the ABC ignored it 
but internationally it was taken up by 
liberal social media in huge numbers 
as “give it to him Gillard”.

The attacks on Gillard by the 
media and Abbott was outrageous  
She is a “witch”, she was “put in a 
hessian bag and thrown out at sea”. 
Never has there been an example of 
such a vile behaviour by the capitalist 
establishment on someone you would 
describe as one of their own. It proves 
just how far to the right the ruling 
class is today. These are frightening 
people who are going to prove them-
selves to be even viler in the future 
and which will result in more workers 
joining up to the Communist Party.

In fact religious Abbott does 
love women only as long as they 
understand they came from the rib 
of a man, i.e. the second sex and that 
means their only place is to be used 
by men to procreate.

The reason Murdoch’s media 
should be described as reaction-
ary now rather than conservative is 
how his media reacts with hostility 
against rational science i.e. climate 
change is not happening and or is not 
caused by capitalism. If there is even 

anyone such as a right-wing liberal 
like Gillard acknowledging there is 
a climate change problem his media 
join to attack her or anyone else so 
as to teach the rest a lesson.

Murdock’s reactionary position 
is understandable because if people 
do act to stop climate change the 
capitalists consumer society with all 
its advertising which he relies on for 
profi t will no longer exist which then 
destroys his empire.

H. Patterson
Vic

There’s always hope, 
just never give up

There’s so much bad stuff hap-
pening right now in Australia 
and in so many other places, it’s 
easy to despair and get frustrated 
and despondent that we can’t 
make a difference. But we must 
be optimistic and even if we fear 
we may fail, we still must try and 
strive with all our spirit and heart 
to seek fundamental change.

I always remember when I started 
getting involved in the Franklin River 
Blockade in Tasmania in 1982-3, to 
stop the damming of the wild Franklin 
River in the wilderness, I thought we 
probably wouldn’t win, but I felt I had 
to try. It took a lot of struggle, energy 
and time, but we did eventually win. 
We saved the river and millions of 
trees and animals from drowning. So, 
every time I revisit Tasmania or think 
of this victory, it gives me hope and 
encouragement that we really can get 
positive change, despite it sometimes 
looking hopeless. That’s just one, very 
tangible example.

In the 1960s and ’70s my genera-
tion contributed to ending the war in 
Vietnam, Conscription, Apartheid 

and getting Aboriginal Land Rights 
in Australia, to freeing East Timor, 
among many other things. There are 
still wars and much confl ict, injustice, 
inequality, racism, hate, pollution, 
death and destruction.

But amid the terrible events and 
misery, there are also success stories. 
And there are so many good, decent, 
inspired people who are motivated 
by love and empathy who are bat-
tling tirelessly to help transform our 

sick, unfair world. We just have to 
never ever give up this just fi ght for 
a change for the better. As the saying 
goes, if we don’t fi ght, we lose. And 
we have a lot to lose. All we have to 
do is keep struggling and not give 
up, because there’s always hope. 
And together we can make a real 
difference.

Steven Katsineris. 
Vic
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September 28, John Pat Day.

 John Pat – 
30 years on

“My son has never left me, I remember him every day. There forever remains a hole in 
my heart. I had hoped much would change with the Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody but sadly it appears little has changed.” 

Mavis Pat, September 28, 2012
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After recent excursions in Europe, 
Woody Allen has brought his fi lm-
making back home, with excellent 
results. Blue Jasmine, the latest 
entry in the prolifi c writer/direc-
tor’s career, fi rmly establishes itself 
among his more serious works. 
This time, San Francisco is the 
setting (along with many fl ashback 
scenes shot in his familiar New 
York City.) While the Bay Area is 
always a visual delight, it serves 
mainly as a backdrop in this 
intense study of two polar opposite 
sisters. The contemporary drama 
is relevant to the times at hand, 
and pulls no punches exposing 
upper-class attitudes. Nevertheless, 
sweeping views of the Golden Gate 
Bridge will occasionally remind 
moviegoers how Allen uses urban 
landscapes to perfection in his 
fi lms.

Cate Blanchett stars as Jasmine, 
an elite Wall Street wife who fi nds 
her world crumbling after the loss of 
her marriage and all monetary assets. 
The talented actress thrives in this 
role, as moviegoers witness Jasmine’s 
failed attempts to rebound, coupled 
with her steady mental deterioration. 
Viewers may feel slight pity for a soul 
that willingly pursued a soulless path 
in life. Otherwise, there isn’t much 
sympathy for this character beyond 
the reality of her psychological disin-
tegration. The elitist world of her rich 
friends (shown through fl ashbacks) 
is even less attractive. They speak 
of chic events and exotic locales, 
with absolutely no substance. Allen 
does a brilliant job of showcasing 

how fascinating subjects can become 
meaningless chat when discussed 
nonchalantly by wealthy socialites.

Sally Hawkins does a stellar job 
portraying Ginger, Jasmine’s sister. It 
is interesting to note the sisters had 
the same adoptive parents, but are not 
blood siblings. Ginger is the complete 
antithesis of Jasmine, living a very 
modest life as a grocery store bagger 
in the Bay Area. Andrew Dice Clay 
(playing Ginger’s ex-husband, Augie) 
and Bobby Cannavale (as Ginger’s 
new fi ancé, Chili) shine in supporting 
roles. They both portray blue collar 
workers trying their best to survive, 
among their own personal shortcom-
ings. This is a cinematic study of 
lifestyle clash: an elite, wealthy sister 
losing everything, and a working 
class sister maintaining the only life 
she knows. Although the fi lm reveals 
serious fl aws in both lifestyles, it is 
clear Woody Allen’s intent is expos-
ing the emptiness of a wealth-based 
existence.

Appropriately, Allen starkly 
refl ects on the human condition. 
While the infi delity of Jasmine’s 
husband Hal (confi dently played by 
Alec Baldwin) is the initial reason for 
her decline, Jasmine appears sexually 
indifferent throughout the story. Her 
only goal is to maintain her upper 
crust life at all costs, including mak-
ing up lies along the way. Jasmine 
is capable of being monogamous 
(in a cold, businesslike fashion) if 
prosperity is part of the package. The 
one authentically passionate moment 
Jasmine reveals is not about sex, but 
revenge. This, tragically, ignites a 

series of events which not only ends 
her wealth, but a life.

Ultimately, it is Ginger’s person-
ality which may be more interesting. 
Although her character is likable, she 
ends up cheating on her fi ancé. Like 
Jasmine, she also has motives beyond 
sex, weighing her options for the best 
“catch.” Ginger’s fi ancé Chili, charm-
ingly portrayed by Cannavale, is the 
only one who actually seems truly 
in love. In the end, viewers might 
ponder the fate of these two more 
than Jasmine’s.

Blue Jasmine reveals much 
about society’s class-based attitudes. 
Jasmine carelessly calls Ginger’s 

fi ancé “a loser” with no real evidence 
to back that statement. Yet, when 
Ginger’s friends ask Jasmine what she 
actually did for a living, or what her 
plans are, she is at a loss. Jasmine is 
more appalled at a phone being ripped 
from a wall than at the fact her hus-
band’s fi nancial schemes were illegal 
and ruined many lives. The fi lm does 
a good job showcasing an emotional 
“train wreck” while asking very little 
compassion from its viewers.

Woody Allen tends to reach only 
a very specifi c audience. This has 
always been a point of debate among 
his admirers and critics. Periodically, 
a number of his fi lms, including 

Midnight in Paris (which won the 
Best Writing - Original Screenplay 
Oscar in 2012,) have been able to 
break through to a broader audience 
on the strength of their cinematic 
excellence. Blue Jasmine appears 
fi rmly in that category.

In the current Hollywood era of 
computer-generated effects and dismal 
screenwriting, it is refreshing to wit-
ness authentic streets and locations, 
coupled with believable characters 
and situations. Blue Jasmine is gather-
ing well deserved praise, and is sure 
to be around when Academy Awards 
speculation begins once again.
People’s World 
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Active and United 
for a Socialist Australia
The Communist Party of Australia will 
be holding its 12th National Congress in 
Sydney from October 4-7, under the ban-
ner of “Active and United for a Socialist 
Australia”. The period since the 11th 
National Congress in 2009 has been one of 
rapid change. Capitalism is in crisis on all 
fronts and its effects are being felt around 
the world – economic, food, water, refugee 
and environmental crises as well as ongoing 
confl icts and the threat of new wars, pos-
sibly nuclear. These crises have a common 
thread – their origins lie in the system of 
capitalism.

Social and economic inequality have con-
tinued to rise during those years. The capitalist 
ruling class and its governments are waging an 
all out offensive on trade union and democratic 
rights and taking back past gains of workers’ 
struggles. At the same time ongoing militarisa-
tion and war have drained government coffers 
and pose new threats to security around the 
globe.

The main document to be considered by 
Congress for adoption is a Political Resolution. 
Congress will also be considering some amend-
ments to the Party’s Constitution and electing 
a new Central Committee.

Around 70 delegates are expected from 
across Australia. A number of newer and 
younger members are attending their fi rst 
Congress and looking forward to taking part in 
setting the direction of the Party’s work over 
the next four years.

The Central Committee distributed a 
fi rst draft of the Political Resolution to Party 
members in April. Over the following months, 
Branches have discussed the document and 
drafted many amendments. These amendments 
have strengthened the document, and the fi nal 
draft to go before Congress was circulated to 
Congress Delegates early last week.

The draft Political Resolution states, “Our 
Party’s immediate tasks are to build our num-
bers, to strengthen Party unity and activity, 
to develop the class struggle and to build the 
movement to challenge the power of monopoly 
capital. We are committed to fi ghting for work-
ers’ rights, democratic and proletarian interna-
tionalism, the preservation of peace and the 
environment, with a perspective of socialism.”

There is particular focus on the question of 
class struggle – not just its economic form – but 
political and ideological – and the need to win 
the battle of ideas.

“Our goal is the creation of a society that 
will set about eliminating the problems inherent 
in capitalism – war, exploitation, environmental 
destruction, oppression, poverty, unemployment, 
ignorance, bigotry, racism, discrimination and 
the lack of access to services and rights,” the 
draft Resolution states.

Hopes dashed
The highly unpopular and discredited 

Howard Coalition government had been swept 
out of offi ce in 2007 in an historic campaign 
uniting many diverse community organisations 
and trade unions. But the campaigning did not 
continue following the election of Labor in 2007.

By the time of the 11th Congress in 2009, 
it had become clear to many people that Labor 
was not going to fulfi l their hopes for a better 
Australia. The change of leadership from Rudd 
to Gillard and then to Rudd again failed to gain 
the confi dence of the majority of the population.

Bankruptcy of Labor
Labor failed to repeal WorkChoices as 

promised. It did phase out individual employ-
ment contracts (AWAs) but most of the Howard 
government’s legislation was left intact. The 
secretive Australian Building and Construction 
Commission retained most of its draconian pow-
ers and received a boost in funding to continue 
to hound and persecute building workers and 
their trade unions.

While Kevin Rudd moved quickly to ratify 
the Kyoto Protocol as promised, his government 
failed to follow through with the necessary 
actions to address climate change.

On the economic front, the federal govern-
ment’s stimulus packages did provide some 
welcome, albeit short-lived, relief to pension-
ers and others on low incomes, but they were 
primarily designed to bail out the crisis-ridden 
capitalist system, in particular to rescue big 
business and the fi nance sector.

Labor continued to pursue the same eco-
nomic rationalist deregulation and privatisation 
policies as the Coalition. State Labor govern-
ments embarked on massive privatisation pro-
grams, selling off the people’s remaining assets 
and exposing workers to further sackings and 
attacks on wages and conditions.

There was plenty of money for corporate 
tax cuts, fossil fuel rebates and billions of dol-
lars of new military equipment but not enough 
to give the unemployed an extra $50 a week 
or help pensioners out. People with chronic 
illness lost access to dental care under Medicare 
and struggling single parents saw their meagre 
incomes slashed.

The much needed and hoped-for increase in 
funding for public health and education systems, 
measures to address climate change, humane 
treatment of asylum seekers, and social welfare 
reforms were not delivered.

There were promises of great education 
reforms and an insurance scheme for people with 
disability; the money is still not on the table. 
In the case of the Gonski reforms, a huge price 
tag is attached to the promised extra funding – 
privatisation of public education.

The federal intervention in the Northern 
Territory continued, with little done to improve 
the housing, health and other social serv-
ices and job creation programs for Indigenous 
communities.

Labor failed low income workers, the 
unemployed, the under-employed, women, 
Indigenous Australians, pensioners, the sick, 
pensioners, single parents and carers. It also 
failed the environment and in foreign affairs.

The bankruptcy of Labor in the tight grip 
of the Right, its inability and lack of political 
resolve to make even a few important social 
reforms or protect the “battlers” could not be 
more apparent.

The hopes and expectations of the electorate 
were dashed and Labor was unceremoniously 
thrown out of offi ce in the September 7 federal 
elections this year.

Coalition nightmare
The new Coalition government has still to 

reveal most of its policies. If its fi rst day in offi ce 
is any indicator, then the Australian people have 
reason to be alarmed and concerned. The envi-
ronment, science and women were jettisoned. 
The GST is back on the agenda, despite Tony 
Abbott’s claims “he has no plans”.

The trade union movement has a huge 
struggle on its hands for survival. It will be 
WorkChoices on steroids. With the support of 
other reactionary Senators the Coalition has 
plans to wipe basic trade union rights, slash 
wages and living standards and end “the age of 
entitlement”, meaning social security.

The Abbott government will move quickly 
to destroy the public sector and bring in the 
harsh austerity measures such as those imposed 
on the people of Greece and other EU countries. 
The only hope to blocking the worst measures 
will be the Senate and struggle on the ground 
outside of Parliament.

This struggle is not just an economic one 
but political and ideological. The ideological 
struggle centres on raising consciousness of 
the class nature of the capitalist system and the 
existence of the class struggle.

Struggle for real change
The working class has its trade unions 

which play an important role in defending 
and promoting the interests of workers, but 
it also needs a political party of its own. The 
Labor Party does not fulfi l that role, although 
within its ranks there are many sincere work-
ing class members who hope it will change, 
that it will return to more progressive policies 
of a bygone era.

The Communist Party, without any apology, 
declares itself to be a working class party. It 
openly and proudly takes sides, the side of the 
working class. That is the fundamental differ-
ence. The Communist Party and its paper the 
Guardian are on the side of the workers and 
want to change the system to one that protects 
and promotes workers’ interests – socialism.

The failure of the major parties to meet 
people’s needs is facilitating the rise of neo-
fascist and other extremist forces as people 
look elsewhere for solutions. The ruling class 
is creating fear and fostering divisions in the 
working class on the basis of race and religion 
to prevent the unity of the people in support of 
left and progressive alternatives.

This can be seen in Greece and elsewhere 
where neo-fascist and other ultra-right, anti-
people forces are on the ascendancy. It is also 
becoming more evident in Australia with the 
growth of right-wing Christian parties and the 
direct intervention of mining magnates in the 
political process, all with extensive support 
from the mass media.

The Australian people cannot sit around and 
wait in hope that a revamped, more democratic 
Labor Party can knock out the Coalition in three 
or six years time and deliver for the people. It 
just won’t happen.

The struggle must be taken up now for real 
change in the interests of the working class, 
Indigenous Australians, immigrants and refu-
gees, women and other victims of the capitalist 
system, in particular neo-liberalism.

The main focus of the draft Political 
Resolution to be considered by Congress in 
October is the question of bringing about 
such change in Australia. Central to this is 
the strengthening of the Communist Party 
for the tasks ahead and “building a broad 
people’s movement for real change led by the 
working class. The essence of this movement 
must be anti-imperialist, anti-capitalist and 
democratic”.

The main Congress slogan, “Active and 
United for a Socialist Australia”, refl ects the 
necessity of changing the socio-economic sys-
tem in Australia and building that movement.

If you would like to know more about the 
CPA and its aims, then you are very welcome 
to attend the opening of the Party’s Congress 
which will take place on Friday, October 4. 
See Page 6 for details. 
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