
Abbott PM
The lines are drawn
Bob Briton & Tom Pearson

The Coalition took out a comfortable vic-
tory in last Saturday’s federal election and 
will now claim a “mandate” to implement 
a truly reactionary program on the people 
of Australia. Assessments vary. Some point 
out that it was Labor’s lowest vote in 100 
years while others note that Kevin Rudd’s 
resurrection to the post of Prime Minister 
spared the ALP an even more devastating 
defeat. The picture in the Senate will become 
clearer in the days to come but it appears 
Abbott will have some manoeuvring to do 
to get legislation through the Upper House. 
The election result, and the years book-
ended by the “Rudd-slide” of 2007 and the 
“Rudd-bath” of 2013, are rich in lessons 
for progressive political forces in Australia. 
The lessons will have to be learned quickly 
because Abbott is planning to press home 
swiftly the advantage gained for the corpo-
rate interests that favoured his elevation.

The election had its predictable and surpris-
ing moments. The ALP had effectively binned 
the list of relatively progressive aspirations set 
before the people to wide acceptance in 2007. 
The sleazy back-room deals cut by the Party’s 
right that produced the humiliating leadership 
changes shocked many. The persistence of many 
aspects of WorkChoices and the abandonment 
of serious measures to tackle climate change – 
Rudd’s “greatest moral challenge of our times” 
– made many others cynical. Defence of the 
rights of asylum seekers was thrown overboard. 
The ranks of the “true believers” are extremely 
thin in the wake of the Rudd/Gillard years.

The jig was up and big business needed a 
new team to keep pushing the neo-liberal eco-
nomic and social agenda through. The corporate 
media, and Murdoch’s dominant News Corp 
Australia in particular, dropped all pretence to 
journalistic impartiality in a drive to “get” Labor. 
The further trashing of media “ethics” – one of 
the pillars of bourgeois “legitimacy” in countries 
like Australia – was a notable development in 
recent times.

The media barrage undoubtedly took its 
toll but, more importantly, so did the effects 
of the economic downturn in Australia. While 
the business pages and Labor liked to talk up 
the privileged position the country has with 
regards to the global economic crisis, people 
were feeling the effects of creaking social 
infrastructure and what, in other countries, is 
called “austerity”. Public hospitals and schools 
were showing the impact of years of neglect 

and under-funding. Recipients of government 
“benefi ts” were under increasing attack.

However, the defeat of the right wing 
Labor government and its replacement by the 
anti-people coalition partners does not mean 
acceptance by the people of the Coalition’s 
reactionary policies. On the contrary, it will 
spark increased organised resistance in the form 
of trade union and community action: people 
will have to stand up and resist the backward 
policies of the Abbott government.

The big stick will be wielded with the aim 
of deunionising the workforce and forcing more 
workers onto individual contracts. The emphasis 
will be on more profi ts at the expense of work-
ers’ wages and conditions.

Other results were predictable. Clive 
Palmer’s millions were always going to make 
a splash. Other resource sector billionaires will 
take note. As the Guardian goes to press, the 
mining magnate looks set to take a seat in the 
House of Reps. At least one of his colleagues 
from the Palmer United Party will join him in 
the Senate from July 2014.

The fl uke good fortune of the Liberal 

Democrat candidate in NSW is also likely to be 
bad news. It is anybody’s guess what infl uence 
the Australian Motoring Enthusiast Party and the 
Australian Sports Party might have. A feature 
of the 2013 federal election was the prolifera-
tion of promptly registered, cashed up groups 
lengthening the ballot paper for the Senate. Most 
of the seemingly random new entrants favoured 
the Coalition when it got down to preferences.

The other major “story” from the election 
was the fate of the Greens. The party came 
under merciless attack from the corporate media 
before, during and after the conclusion of the 
virtual coalition with Labor under Gillard. In 
the end, while their vote dropped by just over 
three percent, they may maintained their num-
bers in the Senate.

Crucial lesson
A stunning victory was scored by Adam 

Bandt, or rather by the people of the seat of 
Melbourne on election day. Everything was 
thrown at the Greens member and it is testament 
to the importance of grass-roots political work 
that he has remained in his post. Organisation 

in the community defeated the malign infl uence 
of the media-industrial complex. He stood again 
on a platform that the corporate media tell us is 
totally on the nose among the Australian work-
ing class – defence of refugees, tough environ-
mental measures including a swift transition to 
sustainable energy sources.

The sorts of skills and commitment to 
face-to-face persuasion demonstrated by Adam 
Bandt’s supporters will have to become general 
on the left and quickly! Abbott and soon-to-be 
treasurer Joe Hockey have warned that they 
will end the “age of entitlement”. The full 
consequences of that plutocratic rallying call 
are about to be felt.

In the post-election period it is important 
that all left and progressive forces talk together 
and work out a common approach to meet the 
attacks which will come thick and fast from the 
Abbott government.

Effective resistance will take leadership, 
unity and a lot of work. Reactionary political 
forces may dominate the parliament but the 
future will be shaped in our communities and 
workplaces. Let’s get to it. 
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People will have to stand up and resist the backward policies of the Abbott government. (Photo: Anna Pha)
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The Labor government’s trend-setting tobacco laws for plain 
paper packaging and graphic health warnings, praised by doctors 
and health authorities around the world, could be a casualty of a 
proposed new free trade agreement, the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
The US wants the agreement to permit tobacco companies to sue 
for loss of profits if governments intervene in their operations. The 
Labor government stated it would reject any such provisions. So far 
the Liberals have remained silent, but now they’re in government 
they’re almost certain to follow their master’s orders. We’ll keep 
you posted on developments, but we really need your support, so 
please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you 
possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Angelo Attard $25, Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $10, 
Garry Speirs $100, Jessie Kiek $100
This week’s total: $240 Progressive total: $5,900

Both major parties 
sideline climate change

Unless environmental damage and climate change are brought 
under control, global catastrophe will result from a collapse of the 
planet’s ecosystem. The environmental crisis has been largely created 
by the rapacious exploitation of the Earth’s resources by the capitalist 
ruling class. Ignoring present warnings, it continues to aggravate the 
crisis with a callous and reckless disregard for the consequences of 
its activities. The response of governments in the developed capitalist 
countries to the climate crisis shows greater interest in safeguarding 
corporate profi ts than the environment. 

The need for a sustainable environment is overpowering. Yet 
both Labor and the Coalition have hardly uttered a word about it 
during the election campaign. It is the Greens who ran strongly on 
this crucial issue.

In Australia the climate nightmare is real and happening now. 
Soil salination, desertifi cation and deforestation, pollution of the air 
and freshwater systems, destruction of waterways and a major loss of 
bio-diversity began after the country’s occupation by Britain in 1788.

The Labor and Liberal Party leaderships are huge recipients 
of donations from the sections of big business responsible for the 
nation’s worst emissions, and not surprisingly are subservient to 
their wishes to the detriment of the environment.

The maximum participation of workers, unions and community is 
needed for this shift in industry and jobs to succeed. Decent work and 
job creation are central to sustainable development because workers 
and workplaces are at the centre of production and consumption in 
society and have a key place in transforming production at all levels.

To alleviate some of the worst features of the environmental 
crisis there needs to be planning and controlling development tak-
ing into account that environmental factors. Further privatisation 
of Australia’s electricity generation, distribution and supply 
infrastructure must be opposed.

A national energy plan needs to be developed, with legislated 
timetables and targets, for transition to an ecologically sustainable 
energy system.

Big investment in research and development of alternative 
renewable energy sources under public ownership is part of the 
solution. These provide the means for the creation of a base energy 
load for industry, homes and other needs.

Make energy effi ciency and conservation key determinants of 
urban planning and government economic and industry policy. 
Also the provision of incentives to encourage consumers to choose 
renewable energy technologies and the transference of subsidies and 
government support from fossil and nuclear fuel sectors to energy 
effi ciency and renewable energy, including research and development 
and conversion programs.

These should be implemented with the introduction of tax 
deductions for investment in sustainable energy technologies and 
allow accelerated depreciation on businesses making investments 
in research and renewable generating technology.

These should be reinforced by the greater use and development of 
public transport. The power of the car transnationals must be curbed 
so urban planning can be for people, not for cars. The provision of 
new public transport infrastructure, more frequent and more reliable 
public transport services that are publicly owned and operated, and 
new services to outer suburbs, would result in thousands fewer cars 
on the roads, and would also generate many jobs in areas of need. 
At the same time as reducing the number of cars on the roads, 
provisions should also be developed for cyclists.

Country and regional rail lines for freight and passenger services 
should be reopened under public control to make a substantial 
reduction in pollution as well as providing cheaper, safer and more 
reliable services.

In addition, there needs to be the restoration of Australia’s 
water systems and provision of adequate safe drinking water 
for communities through co-ordinated national planning and 
a willingness to take on the powerful cotton and rice-growing 
corporations.

All uranium mines in Australia should be shut down and contracts 
cancelled for the export of uranium. Also oppose the siting of nuclear 
waste dumps in Australia.

From October 4-7 this year, elected 
delegates representing Communist 
Party organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Sydney 
for the 12th National Congress of 
the Party.

The CPA has launched a Special 
Appeal to help defray the consider-
able cost for transport of delegates 
and accommodation during the 

Congress. Delegates will be coming 
from as far away as Perth.

We are appealing to Party 
members and organisations and 
all friends and supporters of the 
Party and Guardian readers to help 
fulfi l our $10,000 target as soon as 
possible.

To contribute, please fi ll in the 
form below or write your details on 

a separate piece of paper to send 
with your contribution. Payment by 
credit card can also be phoned in on 
02 9699 8844.

All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the Guardian, 
with the names of contributors 
unless otherwise requested. We 
look forward to your support for 
this important occasion. 

Congress Appeal

12th CPA Congress $10,000 Financial Appeal
I, (Name) ………………………………………………..

Address…………………………………………………………………………

wish to contribute $............................ to the above Appeal.

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”).

Payment may also be made by Credit Card by fi lling the information below:

Credit Card minimum $20       □ Visa     □ Mastercard

Name on the card ……………………………… Signature: .........................................

Card Number  __________ _________ ________ _________ Expiry Date ______ /_______

I agree/disagree to having my name published in The Guardian in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844



The Coalition’s 
aged care cuts
In the first election debate on 
August 11, Opposition leader 
Tony Abbott said: “I accept that it 
(the government’s Living Longer, 
Living Better aged care reforms) 
was quite a detailed set of changes 
... We have no plans to make 
signifi cant changes to the system 
the government’s put in place.” 

However, his tune has changed. 
On August 31, the Australian 

Financial Review reported on a 
leaked Coalition policy document 
that showed significant changes 
to the Aged Care Act should a 
Coalition government be elected.

The document is heavily 
in favour of employer groups, 
ultimately making it easier for 
them to get around both state and 
federal regulations and funding 

dramatically reduced for improve-
ments to the aged care sector.

According to the document, 
residents would also be worse off, 
with both means-testing and user 
pays being considered. Employers 
could also bring in less trained 
staff and since there will be a four 
year gap between funding and 
regulations being renegotiated, 
residents and nurses would not be 
able to easily reverse bad employer 
decisions.

At an election debate on August 
28 Tony Abbott said the delivery 
of improved wages for aged care 
workers should not be achieved 
through enterprise bargaining and 
should be put into a “general pool” 
of aged care funding instead.

The leaked document confirms 

that the workforce compact will be 
“under review”.

An enterprise bargaining agree-
ment is the only way to legally guar-
antee that employers pass the funding 
onto aged care nurses in much needed 
increased wages.

The current aged care supplement 
for increased funding potentially lifts 
wages of all aged care workers who 
are protected by an enterprise bargain-
ing agreement. This was after a hard-
fought campaign by the Australian 
Nursing and Midwifery Federation 
and the NSW Nurses and Midwives 
Association. 

Already in NSW, nurses employed 
by Domain Principal and Uniting Care 
have voted “yes” to their increased 
wages, protected in an Enterprise 
Agreement. 

Adelaide
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The Quandamooka people of North 
Stradbroke Island are asking 
Queensland Premier Campbell 
Newman to do one simple thing: 
walk with them on their country 
and listen.

Quandamooka Yoolooburrabee 
Aboriginal Corporation (QYAC) 
chair Cameron Costello has recently 
written to Mr Newman, extending to 
him another invitation to come to the 
island and seeking a commitment that 
he would not amend legislation to 
extend sandmining without consent 
from the Quandamooka people.

That followed a joint letter from 
Quandamooka organisations on World 
Indigenous Day, August 9, asking the 
Premier to consider this year’s theme 
of honouring treaties and agreements.

“We asked him to honour our 
Indigenous Land Use Agreement 
(ILUA) and said we wanted to work 
with him in good spirit and faith, 
so we can plan for our children’s 
children’s future,” Mr Costello said.

“We want him to come over to 
country and see what’s going on, 
because so far he’s only heard one 
side of the story and that’s the mining 
company’s.”

In 2011 the Bligh government 
passed legislation phasing sandmin-
ing out by 2019, ending nearly six 
decades of community division during 

which time the traditional owners had 
received no compensation.

QYAC also had their native title 
rights recognised by the Federal 
Court in 2011, and signed an ILUA 
that included compensation and the 
transition to joint management of 
Naree Budjong Djara National Park.

However, Mr Cameron Costello 
and QYAC Land and Sea manager 
Darren Burns told the Koori Mail that 
in November last year the govern-
ment sent an email saying they were 
temporarily suspending the ILUA so 
that Premier Campbell Newman could 
honour his pre-election commitment 
to extend sand mining on the island.

Mr Costello said they were look-
ing at their options, including legal 
action. “When Paul Keating launched 
our strategic plan to a sustainable 
future in February, he said if we 
were still standing here talking about 
sandmining in 20 years we would 
have failed, and we want to focus on 
sustainable industries like tourism, 
aquaculture and others,” he said.

Mr Burns said, unfortunately, 
one of the effects of the government 
trying to revisit the ILUA was that it 
was dividing the community. 

“The mining company (Sibelco) 
has a very slick media campaign and 
there’s been a lot of lateral violence 
by mining company supporters,” he 
said. “People are too frightened to 
speak out. 

“The majority of Quandamooka 
people accepted the Bligh 
Government’s offer and we’re sticking 
to that. We’re up for the fi ght. Murri 
people were born for the struggle. The 
State just seems to think Aboriginal 
people can be treated like idiots, and 
they have to stop.

“Our dignity’s intact; they should 
look at theirs.”

Recently, Quandamooka tradi-
tional owners, Friends of Stradbroke 
Island (FOSI), and environmentalists 
gathered on Main Beach to launch the 
“Stand up for Straddie” campaign. 

A report, commissioned by FOSI 
and prepared by Dr Errol Stock, found 
the removal of sand and clearing of 

trees by Sibelco’s Enterprise Mine 
is likely to cause a substantial and 
measurable change in water fl ows 
into the 18 Mile Swamp, which is 
listed as a Ramsar conservation area.

Australian Conservation 
Foundation chief executive Don 
Henry said the impact should trigger 
federal environment laws, something 
the mine has avoided until now.

“It is running the risk of seriously 
raising the water level in the wetland, 
which would threaten the health of the 
wetland and the vulnerable frogs,” 
he said. “It’s a nursery ground for 
the fi sh.”

Following the release of the 
report Mr Newman claimed locals 

wanted mining to continue. “If federal 
Labor, or the Greens, want to inter-
fere and shut it down and stop jobs 
in Queensland, well, be it on their 
heads,” he said.

Sibelco said it operated in accord-
ance with all state and federal legis-
lative requirements and maintained 
an intensely monitored buffer zone 
between the Enterprise Mine and 
the wetland.

“Our mining operations have 
been closely regulated by successive 
Queensland governments and no con-
cerns on impacts to matters of national 
signifi cance have been raised,” the 
company said in a statement.
Koori Mail 
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Quandamooka urge 
Newman to listen up

Quandamooka Elders gather at Amity Point on North Stradbroke Island in support of the Indigenous Land 
Use Agreement. (Photo: Koori Mail)
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Call for end to inhuman asylum policy
The Refugee Action Coalition has 
called for an end to the inhuman 
Immigration Department policy 
imposed since the July 19 begin-
ning of the PNG deal, under which 
pregnant women are separated 
from their husbands, to be sent 
from Christmas Island to Darwin.

The policy has been in place 
since July 19, and a number of 
pregnant women have already been 
moved to Darwin’s Airport Lodge 
detention centre. But until now it 
has not been rigorously enforced, 
meaning some couples have been 
sent to Darwin together.

It is believed that up to 50 
pregnant women on Christmas 
Island will be told that they will 
be forcibly separated from their 
husbands and sent to detention in 
Darwin until they give birth. Once 

the mother and their new-born are 
declared fi t to travel, they will be 
returned to Christmas Island pend-
ing removal to Manus Island.

“It is well known that 
Christmas Island does not have 
the medical facilities to care for 
pregnant women. But to separate 
pregnant wives from fathers and 
children is simply inhuman and 
should immediately cease. It is 
simply unbelievable that the gov-
ernment is implementing such a 
cruel policy. Some of the pregnant 
women are very recent arrivals,” 
said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for 
the Refugee Action Coalition.

“It is already causing con-
siderable distress. One young, 
fi rst-time, mother has threatened 
to begin a hunger strike if she is 
separated from her husband. There 

are others who have pre-existing 
mental health issues who will suffer 
severely.

“The practice is fraught with 
serious issues. They will all be sep-
arated from the physical and emo-
tional support they need. To make it 
even worse, we have been told that 
in some cases, that not only will 
wives be separated from husbands 
but also that children will be sepa-
rated – some staying on Christmas 
Island with their father while others 
will go to Darwin with their mother.

“In some cases, where women 
are fi ve and six months pregnant, 
the separation policy will mean that 
mothers and children will be sepa-
rated from husbands and fathers for 
many months.

“To make things even worse, 
because the post-July 19 arrivals 

are kept isolated, and without 
access to the internet, the separated 
husbands and wives are only able 
to make phone calls to each other 
around every two weeks.

“The whole thing is callous 
in the extreme and should be 
scrapped. The prospect of being 
sent to Manus Island is adding to 
the families’ fears as children can-
not take anti-malarial medication, 
so will inevitably succumb to the 
disease.

“The department’s policy is 
subjecting these asylum seekers 
to hell. Separating families and 
husbands and wives is a particu-
larly vicious extension of the PNG 
solution.”

Meanwhile, another Tamil 
refugee, detained for four years as 
a result of an adverse ASIO secu-
rity assessment has been released 
from detention on September 3, 
after ASIO reviewed their initial 
assessment.

This is the fi fth time that ASIO 
has reversed its initial negative 
assessment. But ASIO makes no 
systematic review of its adverse 
assessments and the Coalition has 
threatened to axe the independent 

review of ASIO assessments by the 
Hon Margaret Stone initiated by the 
Labor government.

“The UN Committee on Human 
Rights has already declared that 
the government has abused their 
human rights by subjecting them 
to arbitrary indefi nite detention,” 
noted Ian Rintoul. “Any further 
detention amounts to further abuse 
of their human rights. The detention 
of the ASIO negative refugees is a 
travesty.

“ASIO’s mis-assessment has 
robbed this refugee of four years 
of his life and shows that ASIO’s 
assessments cannot be relied upon. 
The lack of transparency means that 
we will never know what mistakes 
ASIO has made and can never be 
sure that the same mistakes will not 
be made again.

“Yet, there is no systematic 
review of ASIO’s assessments. 
ASIO has only reviewed its initial 
decisions because of the Stone 
review. Take away the Stone review 
and ASIO will be the judge, jury 
and jailer. It is a recipe for more 
abuse of human rights, more mis-
takes and more cover-ups.” 
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Staff at Melbourne’s Centre for Adult 
Education (CAE) stopped traffic in 
Flinders Lane, Melbourne for 30 minutes 
last week over management’s threat to 
remove the right of staff to have the Fair 
Work Commission (FWC) arbitrate over 
disputes and grievances.

Staff formed a conga line going back and 
forth on the pedestrian crossing near the City 
Library. National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU) national industrial coordinator, Linda 
Gale, said that management were still press-
ing for cuts to conditions as part of collective 
bargaining negotiations which have dragged 
on for more than two years.

“Staff have been striking for at least one 
minute a day and up to one hour a day over 
the past week. This has been the fi rst real 
strike action since the centre was established 
in 1947. However, management will not 
negotiate in good faith and its proposal to do 
away with the right to have the FWC arbitrate 
in disputes adds insult to injury,” Gale said.

Gale said the 130 CAE staff had every 
right to feel aggrieved.

“CAE workers haven’t received an across-
the-board pay rise since May 4, 2010. We 
fi rst started negotiating for a new collective 
agreement back in February 2011, with an 
in-principle agreement struck in December 
2011.” The Victorian government would not 
approve it. In December 2012, the NTEU 
struck an in-principle agreement again but 
six months on, the CAE reneged on that 
agreement – and then added 36 new changes, 
most of which involved cuts to conditions 
and entitlements.

Amongst other things, the CAE wants to 
limit union representation, cut personal leave 
and take away paid long service leave from 
casual and sessional staff. The CAE also wants 
to make a swag of changes to the entitlements 
of employees facing redundancy, to reduce 
consultation rights and eliminate the com-
pulsory monitoring of employee workloads.

“Even though it’s been more than three 
years since non-teaching staff, casuals and 
sessionals had a pay increase, all the CAE will 
offer is a piddling 2.5% – not per annum, but 
for the whole past three years! It doesn’t go 

anywhere near matching the CP1 increases. 
It’s actually a wage cut.”

Gale said that CAE staff were geared up 
for a protracted struggle.

“This is just the beginning of what we 
expect to be a long, hard fi ght. We’ve also 
implemented bans on entering student results, 
producing certifi cates and processing invoices. 
Members have endorsed a range of actions, 
including an indefi nite stoppage of work,” 
she said.

Gia Underwood, the NTEU industrial 
offi cer who has been leading the negotia-
tions, said members were united in their 
anger against the threat to their union and 
their rights.

“They’re not stupid. They know the CAE 
Board is determined to reduce the rights of 
members to be represented by the union. 
The CAE Board has launched a number of 
ideological attacks on staff representation and 
entitlements. Our members want the Chair, 
Elizabeth White, to take the lead in treating 
staff with decency,” she said. 

Conga line protest

Rinehart’s greed

Super increase at risk

The claims that Gina Rinehart’s 
Roy Hill project was being held 
up by investor insecurity over the 
Enterprise Migration Agreement 
which she has sought in order to 
bring in 1,715 temporary foreign 
workers, is not based in the real-
ity of Australia’s current labour 
market, according to Construction 
Forestry Mining and Energy Union 
national assistant secretary Dave 
Noonan.

“It appears that Hancock 
Prospecting is champing at the bit to 
get the Coalition elected so they can 
turn on the tap of temporary overseas 
labour, regardless of the fact that 
unemployment in this country is ris-
ing and many Australians are looking 
for work,” Mr Noonan commented.

“In May, the company indicated 
that they most probably won’t need 
the workers they proposed to bring 
in on the Enterprise Migration 
Agreement as circumstances had 
changed.”

Mr Noonan pointed out that the 
best way to re-assure their inves-
tors about labour is to point out that 
thousands of construction workers 
have recently lost their jobs and are 
looking for work.

He said the Resource Jobs 
Board has had upwards of 33,000 
job applicants on its site recently. 
“Surely this is good enough proof 
that the 1715 workers can be 
sourced locally.

“If Hancock Prospecting needs 
a hand in fi nding these workers the 
CFMEU is willing to co-operate 
in assisting them publicise the job 
vacancies.

“If at the end of the process 
there’s still a need for more workers, 
we’ll be happy to welcome overseas 
temporary workers and ensure that 
they are treated with respect and 
dignity and paid their lawful wages 
and entitlements.

“But we will not allow Australian 
workers and our young people to 
be sidelined when it comes to job 
opportunities.”

The CFMEU is running a cam-
paign entitled “Why Mr Abbott” 
which calls on the Coalition to com-
mit to ensuring local workers are 
given a genuine opportunity to apply 
for jobs before companies are given 
the go-ahead to bring in temporary 
overseas workers. 

Finance Sector Union (FSU) 
members and ANZ employ-
ees voted overwhelmingly 
last year to endorse the ANZ 
Enterprise Agreement 2013-14 (the 
Agreement) which includes a pay 
outcome that assumes that super 
contributions from the bank will 
go up by 0.25% to 9.5% on July 
1, 2014 on its way to 12% in a few 
years’ time.

In the lead-up to the federal elec-
tion on September 7 the leader of the 
Opposition Tony Abbott has said a 

Liberal/National coalition government 
will not proceed with the superan-
nuation guarantee (SGC) increase 
in 2014 or the 0.5% super increase 
scheduled for 2015 that would take 
bank contributions to 10%.

This means the SGC increase 
from July 1, 2014 could be at 
risk. FSU members have already 
voiced concerns about how a third 
party could threaten provisions in the 
Agreement, negotiated in good faith 
and endorsed by an overwhelming 
majority.

On August 26 the union wrote 
to ANZ CEO Phil Chronican seek-
ing urgent clarifi cation as to whether 
ANZ intends to deliver the 0.25% 
superannuation increase on July 1, 
2014 provided for in the Agreement 
regardless of whether it continues to 
be “compulsory” under prevailing 
legislation at the time it falls due.

The union says FSU members 
deserve to know what will happen 
with their super increase prior to the 
election on September 7. 

Jobs to go
The Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) has 
slammed the Newman state 
government for privatising its 
maintenance at the Gold Coast 
University Hospital despite $4.5 
million in Q Health agreements for 
apprentices – it is undetermined 
how many people will lose their 
job.

AMWU organiser Scott 
Stanford said this was a test for 
the Newman government and once 
again they failed.

“There is $4.5 million set aside 
in the Health agreements for the 
training of apprentices – and yet 
not one cent has been spent by this 
government,” Scott Stanford said.

He said that this shows that the 
LNP government have limited inter-
est in training the youth of today 
for the jobs of tomorrow. The Gold 
Coast has a high level of unemploy-
ment in youth.

“If the state government 

had a real interest in training 
Queensland’s young people they 
would keep this work in-house 
rather than privatising,” he said.

“The government should have 
taken the decision to employ a 
base number of trades people to 
complete maintenance and supple-
ment this with apprentices.

“At this stage it is still unclear 
how many people would have lost 
their positions at the hospital – but 
we are working with members and 
representing them in this hard time.

“If this is the treatment workers 
and apprentices are receiving under 
a Newman government – we can 
expect the same under an Abbott 
led, federal government.”

“As is the normal practice the 
AMWU will assist our members 
through this traumatic time bought 
on by the heartless LNP govern-
ment as best we can,” Mr Stanford 
said. 

Freedom Flotilla
Dear Friends in solidarity with 
West Papua, Timor-Leste and 
progressive Indonesians

The Freedom Flotilla to West 
Papua left Cairns towards West 
Papua. Sadly, this courageous ven-
ture is not receiving much attention 
from the mainstream Australian 
media.

However, the then Australian 
Foreign Minister, Bob Carr, let his 
attitude be known when he was 
asked about the Flotilla. His com-
ment went something like this: The 
Australian government is being 
respectful of Indonesia’s territorial 
integrity.

This line is very familiar 
to those of us who have fol-
lowed the disgraceful policies of 
Australian governments during the 
illegal Indonesian military (TNI) 

occupation of East Timor. These 
Indonesian apologists never talked 
about the territorial integrity of East 
Timor or of West Papua and they 
try to tell us that Indonesia is now a 
democracy!

In addition,they always tried to 
underscore the gravity of the geno-
cide and gross human rights abuses 
that were being committed by the 
TNI there as they continued to pro-
vide military aid to and cooperate 
with this terrorist organisation.

The Australian East Timor 
Friendship Association sent a mes-
sage of solidarity to the Flotilla a 
short time ago and, as a result, I 
have had the opportunity to talk 
and share information with Reuben 
Blake who is doing the media work 
for the venture.

Please spread this news around 

to family, friends and fellow activ-
ists and urge them to raise this 
matter with candidates in the forth-
coming election. Now is the time to 
tell politicians that Australians want 
political leaders that genuinely care 
about human rights and don’t cop 
out the way so many have done in 
relation to West Papua, East Timor 
and Indonesia.

At the 2013 elections, vote 1 
for human rights and encourage, 
family members, friends and fellow 
workers to do the same.

In solidarity
Andrew (Andy) Alcock

Information Offi cer: Australia 
East Timor Friendship 

Association (SA) Inc
Member: Australia West Papua 

Association SA
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Richard Titelius

On a cool and wet day on the steps 
of the Western Australian parlia-
ment the State School Teachers 
Union (SSTU) held a Community 
Rally in support of public educa-
tion and against the recent pro-
posed cuts to education spending 
and teaching support staff.

The three main unions with 
members in the public education 
sector, SSTU, United Voice and 
Community and Public Sector Union/
Civil/Service Association (CPSU/
CSA), had called the rally after the 
troika of state Liberal Premier Colin 
Barnett, Treasurer Troy Buswell and 
Education Minister Peter Collier 
announced cuts in the state budget 
on August 8. They included reduced 
funding to public education and 500 
job cuts, including 250 K-2 education 
assistants, 100 anaphylaxis educa-
tion assistants and 100 central and 
regional offi ce positions.

The proceedings kicked off with 
a lunchtime rally of education assist-
ants, 1,500 of them who had walked 
off the job to attend the rally.

The MC for the SSTU rally was 
state secretary Tony Mullen who 
stated, “These cuts are undemocratic 
and authoritarian.”

The fi rst speaker was SSTU’s 
state president Anne Gisborne, who 
was an almost daily fi gure on the 
evening news in the build up to the 
rally.

Gisborne called on the govern-
ment to invest properly in education 
and reverse their proposed cuts. 
Gisborne also lamented the forgone 
funding of $671 million which would 
have come to WA schools if Premier 
Colin Barnett had signed up to the 
former Labor government’s Gonski 
education reforms.

Instead the Barnett government 

wielded the axe three times on edu-
cation; once with the Gonski plan, 
secondly with the state budget and 
thirdly with the 500 job cuts to public 
education jobs. In 2015 this would be 
followed by a freeze in teacher hiring.

The TAFE system was also not 
spared, Gisborne continued, as the 
government planned signifi cant fee 
increases at TAFE centres to make 
it diffi cult for our children to up-
skill – like in Victoria where the cuts 
have led to a proliferation of private 
providers.

David Lee from the WA Primary 
Principals Association said funding 
was being cut to programs that had 
proven effectiveness such as a mod-
elling program for young children to 
help them with learning diffi culties.

This view was also reinforced 
by WA Council of State School 
Organisations who said that cuts 
to some of these school support 
programs risked leaving children 
behind, also putting more pressure 
on parents to educate or pay for 
support of their children with special 
needs such as autism or Tourette 
Syndrome. In some cases parents 
had to withdraw their child and home 
school them instead. These cuts also 
affect marginal groups in our com-
munity such as Indigenous people, 
Non English Speaking backgrounds 
and low socio-economic groups: the 
cumulative effects will be felt in 
classrooms across the state.

United Voice union secretary 
Carolyn Smith, said that staff were 

angry about the cuts to their jobs 
and to their functions and when 
members called the union offi ce they 
were more concerned about what 
would happen to the children they 
supported.

Community and Public Sector 
Union/Civil Service Association 
Assistant secretary Ricki Hendon 
spoke of the brutality of an employer 
where education assistants and educa-
tion support staff found out about the 
fate of their jobs through the media. 
Hendon added that there would be 
cuts to programs as well as to the 
staff that run them.

One of the most telling aspects 
ideologically was that the government 
expected schools to dip into money 
saved in audited school bank accounts 

to fund school teacher salaries. The 
government released to The West 
Australian a list of the 100 schools 
with the largest bank balances.

The vice president of the SSTU, 
Pat Byrne, concluded the rally by 
saying that the union’s campaign 
needed to show the government they 
had made a big mistake and that all 
sides of politics are shocked by the 
impact of the cuts-cuts that would 
lead to jobs being gone by Christmas.

The Communist Party of Australia 
calls on workers, their unions and the 
community to support the SSTU and 
other unions’ campaigns to maintain 
and improve access to a quality, 
egalitarian and affordable educa-
tion from which all the community 
benefi ts. 

Australia

Anna Pha

“Try this on. How does that feel? 
Is that comfortable?”
The elderly patient does up the 
leg brace with some help from the 
physio. “No it’s not, it hurts quite 
a bit,” is the response.
“OK, try this one, is that any 
better?”
“Oh that feels great,” says the 
patient.
“I think you’re right, it looks a 
much better fi t,” the physio says. 
“But we will have to pay $70 if you 
take it, but the fi rst one is free.”
“I’ll have to take the free one, I 
don’t have $70.”
“What about putting it on your 
credit card?”

So went the conversation, with 
the patient indicating that he cannot 
afford to put it on a credit card.

That was a scene in the plastering 
room of a public hospital in Sydney. 
Welcome to the two-tier health 
system. It has been developing for 
some time between public and pri-
vate. Successive governments have 
starved public hospitals of funding, 
with the aim of forcing more people 
to take out private health insurance 
and use private hospitals. But, there 
is evidence that a two-tier system is 
operating within the public health 

system itself, with two levels of care 
according to ability to pay.

The development of two tiers 
within the public system is undermin-
ing Medicare and taking the system 
towards the US model. Abbott will 
speed up the process.

In that same hospital on another 
day, parents of a lively six-year-old 
with a broken leg were given the 
choice of a full-length (foot to knee) 
non-water-proof, heavy plaster or a 
light-weight, water-proof and col-
oured fi bre glass cast. The catch was 
the fi rst was free and the second, far 
more practical and comfortable for a 
kid, cost $40.

Public hospitals are ostensibly 
free. There is anecdotal evidence 
that charges are creeping in, while 
retaining free “basic” care with 
patients paying for anything over and 
above that.

This trend is not confi ned to the 
hospital system. While 82 percent 
of GP services are still bulk-billed, 
many in rural and regional areas have 
no access to bulk-billing GPs. The 
average out-of-pocket cost for fee-
paying patients was $46.50 in 2012. 
(Figures from Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare)

The fee-for-service system 
encourages rapid through-put, not 
sound medical practice. The failure 

of Labor and Liberal governments 
to adequately increase rebates to 
doctors who bulk-bill has added to 
this situation. It can result in quick 
fi x solutions, such as another round 
of antibiotics. Primary and preventa-
tive health care can suffer as a result.

Under a salaried system, doctors 
are paid for the number of patients on 
their books and spend the necessary 
time with patients without a negative 
impact on their income.

Very few specialists bulk-bill 
and there are no restrictions on how 
much they can charge. Their fees are 
sustained at monopoly heights by 
Specialist Colleges that control the 
number being allowed to practise. The 
gap between a specialist’s fees and 
Medicare refund a patient receives can 
run into hundreds of dollars.

In 2004, the Howard government 
introduced a safety net, the Extended 
Medicare Safety Net (EMSN). When 
total gap payments for out-of hospital 
services in Medicare reach a certain 
threshold, the EMSN kicks in for the 
remainder of the year. The govern-
ment then refunds 80 percent of the 
fee charged, regardless of how large 
it is. At present the threshold is $610 
for low income families and $1,221 
for families or individuals on higher 
incomes. (It is indexed annually.)

Although chronic illness is more 

prevalent in lower socio-economic 
suburbs, it appears that the wealthy 
are making greater use of it.

A study by the Mend Medicare 
Coalition* (MMC) found that 
“because accessing this safety net 
requires the ability to spend at least 
up to the threshold amount, this safety 
net has disproportionately advantaged 
those who live in wealthy elector-
ates such as Wentworth in eastern 
Sydney, where $11 million in safety 
net benefi ts has been claimed over a 
12-month period compared to only 
$460,000 in Braddon in less well-off 
northwest Tasmania.”

The number of patients who can-
not afford prescription medicines is 
also on the rise. Again Labor and 
Liberal governments have been under-
mining the Pharmaceutical Benefi ts 
Scheme (PBS) with constant lifting of 
the basic charge. Pensioners and other 
health care card-holders have seen it 
rise from free to $5.90 a script. For 
those without a card, it has risen from 
$2.50 to a whopping $36.10 per script.

Access to prescribed medications 
is increasingly dependent on abil-
ity to pay. Unless public pressure is 
great enough, the Abbott government 
will further undermine the PBS and 
Medicare, making health care even 
more dependent on ability to pay.

“We need to have better 

preventative strategies to help peo-
ple live healthier lives and we need 
to provide more access to primary 
care to help people better manage 
their chronic conditions and reduce 
the need for more expensive hospital 
stays,” the MMC says.

“Australia also needs to consider 
funding frameworks that go beyond 
our current fee-for-service model, 
which is focussed on through-put, 
and instead focus on health outcomes 
and delivering services that meet the 
needs of consumers.”

The Communist Party of Australia 
strongly supports a model where 
doctors are salaried, all services 
are free at the point of delivery and 
funded through centralised taxation 
revenue. Subsidies, such as the private 
health insurance rebate and Medicare 
rebates to the private hospital system 
and private practitioners should be 
phased out. The health system should 
be public, with universal access and 
quality care for all patients.
* The Mend Medicare Coalition 
comprises: the Australian 
Nursing and Midwifery 
Federation, Ca tholic Health 
Australia, Consumers Health 
Forum of Australia, the Mental 
Health Council of Australia, and 
the Public Health Association of 
Australia. 

Two-tier public 
health system is here

Community rally in support of public education

Photo: Richard Titelius



6  September 11, 2013 GuardianMagazine

“About my case now, I served the full 
sentence, even if it was an injustice. I am 
demanding my total freedom that could be 
only by leaving Israel for the free world. 
Israel continues to punish me. They arrested 
me, I am under restrictions, not to leave, not 
to speak freely. I am demanding my freedom 
of speech, freedom of movement. There is 
no justice by Israel democracy system. I am 
calling to US media to report, to interview, 
for my human rights, freedom, and for 
telling the truth about Nuclear Weapons in 
Israel.” Mordechai Vanunu

In 1986, Mordechai Vanunu took a very 
courageous moral stand against nuclear weap-
ons. Vanunu exposed Israel’s secret nuclear 
weapons arsenal to the world after becoming 
disillusioned with his work as a technician at 
Dimona Nuclear Research Centre in Israel. The 
information revealed Israel had hundreds of 
advanced nuclear warheads (the sixth largest 
stockpile in the world). Under a policy of nuclear 
ambiguity, Israel still offi cially denies it has 
nuclear weapons, despite Vanunu’s revelations 
and other widespread evidence to the contrary.

His brave actions led to Vanunu being kid-
napped by Israeli Mossad agents in Italy and 
transported back to Israel where he was charged 
with espionage and treason and convicted in a 
secret trial. He was sentenced to 18 years in 
prison. Vanunu’s abduction was a violation of 
both Italian and International Law. According 
to article 9 of the International Convention on 
Civil and Political Rights, no person shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention, includ-
ing abduction of a person by agents of one state 
to another one.

For this “crime” he spent 18 years in jail, 
with over 11 years of it in solitary confi ne-
ment in a six metre square cell under constant 
camera observation. He was held in conditions 
that Amnesty International describes as, “cruel, 
inhuman and degrading.”

Vanunu – Out of prison, 
but still not free

“I am staying in East Jerusalem under 
occupation, among Christians and Palestinians. 
I like to meet friends, supporters, talk about my 
case, everyone is very welcome. My future plan 
is to continue to do for peace and abolition of 
Nuclear Weapons.” Vanunu

Vanunu was released from prison in April 
2004. At a press conference after his release, 
Vanunu said that Israel’s Mossad spy agency 
and Shin Bet, the secret service, tried to rob 
him of his sanity by keeping him in solitary for 
so long. “You didn’t succeed to break me, you 
didn’t succeed to make me crazy,” Vanunu said. 
Vanunu also called for Israel’s nuclear disarma-
ment and for its dismantlement as a Jewish state.

Since his release from jail Vanunu has 
been living in a room in St Georges Anglican 
Cathedral, in East Jerusalem. While Vanunu 
was let out of jail he still remains unfree. 
After his release Israeli authorities imposed a 
strict military supervision order on him, with 
a number of prohibitions. Under this order 
Vanunu is banned from meeting journalists, not 
to have contact with supporters and foreigners 
(without permission), can’t use mobile phones, 
his telephone and internet is monitored, not to 
approach foreign embassies or consulates, nor 
visit ports or airports, not come within 500 
metres of any international border crossing or 
move address without informing the police.

Vanunu is also subject to continuous 
police surveillance, his internal movements are 
confi ned to Jerusalem and he is forbidden to 
leave Israel. These curbs are renewed every 12 
months. These Israeli restrictions deny Vanunu’s 

rights to freedom of expression, movement and 
association. Amnesty International said that as 
Vanunu has served his full sentence, these limita-
tions are a breach of international law. Vanunu 
has been questioned, arrested, detained, put 
under house arrest, given community sentence 
and his residence searched several times since 
2004 for breaching these rigid regulations.

Vanunu has also appeared in Israeli courts 
on numerous occasions on charges of having 
violated the terms of his release. In mid 2010, 
Vanunu spent another three months in jail, in 
solitary confi nement in central Israel. He had 
been sentenced to serve more time for unau-
thorised meetings with his Norwegian girlfriend 
and journalists and for travelling to Bethlehem 
to attend Christmas Eve mass.

While he was in prison, Amnesty 
International campaigned for Vanunu’s uncon-
ditional release. Malcolm Smart, from AI stated, 
“Mordechai Vanunu should not be in prison, 
let alone be held in solitary confi nement…to 
return him to such conditions now is harsh and 
unjustifi ed.”

Vanunu followed his conscience and has 
since been harshly persecuted and imprisoned 
and by Israel. After being released from prison, 
his civil and political and human rights have 
been grossly abused. He has served his long and 
cruel prison sentence and under international 
law he is entitled to his liberty.

Vanunu tries to leave Israel
“My country is not Israel. My country is 

outside Israel. Israel didn’t respect me for 18 
years … I don’t like Israel, I don’t want to live 
in Israel. I want to be free and leave Israel.” 
Vanunu

Since his release Vanunu has repeatedly 
challenged the Israeli ban stopping him travel-
ling overseas. These attempts to leave Israel 
have now dragged on for over nine years, 
without success.

“Israel is bound by international law not 
to impose arbitrary restrictions on Mordechai 
Vanunu, including on his right to travel within 
the country or abroad, his right to peaceful 
association with others and his right to express 
his opinions,” said Amnesty International.

Widespread support
“Mordechai Vanunu is the pre-eminent hero 

of the nuclear era. He consciously risked all he 
had in life, to warn his country and the world 
of the true extent of the nuclear danger facing 
us. And he paid the full price, a burden in many 
ways worse than death, for his heroic act. For 
doing exactly what should have been done and 
what others should be doing.” Daniel Ellsberg 
referring to Vanunu, April 21, 2004

Many organisations and individuals, includ-
ing Amnesty International, former Anglican 
Archbishop and leading anti-apartheid activ-
ist Desmond Tutu, linguist and writer Noam 
Chomsky, Pentagon Papers whistleblower 
Daniel Ellsberg, Irish peace activist Mairead 
Maguire, artist Yoko Ono and the late play-
wright Harold Pinter have supported Vanunu’s 
just struggle to be free. Amnesty International 
declared Vanunu a prisoner of conscience and 
has continually called for his immediate and 
unconditional release.

For instance, in 1999, thirty-six members 
of the US House of Representatives signed an 
appeal for the release of Vanunu stating that it 
was their duty “to mobilise for men and women 
like Mordechai Vanunu who dare to articulate 
a brighter vision for humanity.”

On April 20, 2013 the following statement 
was released by some of Vanunu’s supporters:

“Nine years ago, Mordechai Vanunu was 
released from Ashkelon prison in Israel. He had 

served the full 18 years of this sentence- includ-
ing over 11 years in solitary confi nement – for 
blowing the whistle on Israel’s secret posses-
sion and manufacture of nuclear weapons. But 
he is still not free: during these past nine years 
he has continued to be imprisoned in Israel by 
draconian restrictions which prevent him from 
leaving the country – restrictions which also 
limit his freedom of speech and movement 
within Israel. He has been subjected to harass-
ment and intimidation by Israeli authorities, 
including a further period of imprisonment for 
breaching his restrictions by talking to foreign-
ers. So Mordechai has now suffered 27 years 
loss of freedom for his service to the truth. These 
restrictions must be lifted so he can at last be 
free.” Tony Benn, Ben Birnberg, Julie Christie, 
Jeremy Corbyn MP, Kate Hudson, Bruce Kent, 
Roger Lloyd-Pack, Caroline Lucas MP

Demand immediate release
“Mordechai Vanunu – my friend, my hero, 

my brother – has again been arrested in Israel 
on “suspicion” of the “crime” of ‘meeting with 
foreigners’. I myself have been complicit in 
this offence, travelling twice to Israel for the 
express purpose of meeting with him, openly, 
and expressing support for the actions for 
which he was imprisoned for over 18 years. His 
offence has been to defy openly and repeatedly, 
conditions put on his freedom of movement and 
associations and speech after he had served his 
full sentence, restrictions on his human rights 
which were a direct carry-over from the British 
Mandate, colonial regulations in clear violation 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

“Such restrictions have no place in a nation 
evincing respect for a rule of law and funda-
mental human rights. His arrest and confi nement 
are outrages and should be ended immediately.” 
Daniel Ellsberg

“I request that you set me free of Israel, 
since Israel does not want me nor do I want 
Israel,” Statement by Vanunu to Israeli High 
Court.

In July 2011, Vanunu petitioned the 
Israeli High Court requesting that the Interior 
Minister Eli Yishai immediately revoke his 
Israeli citizenship. He fi led a similar petition 
to the High Court asking for his citizenship to 
be revoked in 1998, while still in prison. The 
Interior Minister denied Vanunu’s request on the 
grounds that he did not have another citizenship.
However, the Israeli Citizenship Revocation Law 
passed in March 2011, enables courts to revoke 
the citizenship of those convicted of crimes 
against the state, including treason. Vanunu’s 
attorney, Avigdor Feldman, said in the High 
Court petition that Vanunu should therefore 
now be permitted to renounce his citizenship.

In the petition, Feldman said Vanunu is 
not able to “fi nd his place in Israeli society” 
because he is hounded by the media and by the 
public, who still refer to him as the “nuclear 
spy” although he has served his prison sentence.

Vanunu’s High Court petition follows a 
letter he wrote to Yishai in May, in which he 
told the interior minister he no longer wanted 
to live in Israel. “I request that you set me free 
of Israel, since Israel does not want me nor do 
I want Israel,” he wrote to Yishai.

A year later, in June, 2012 the Israeli High 
Court denied Vanunu’s petition to renounce his 
citizenship, saying his application had not been 
submitted according to the prescribed procedure.

The Israeli government has always denied 
Vanunu’s requests to leave the country, on the 
grounds that he might reveal additional state 
secrets. Vanunu has repeatedly stated that he 
revealed all the information he had in 1986 and 
that he has no further information. Scientists 
say that the Israeli claims that Vanunu has any 
more secret details to reveal are ridiculous and 
this is merely a pretext for continuing to pun-
ish him. Vanunu remains committed to human 
rights, disarmament and anti-nuclear campaigns.

Vanunu has expressed the desire to travel 
to the United States upon his release to be with 
his adoptive parents and to recover from the 
physical and psychological strain of 18 years in 
prison, mostly in solitary confi nement.

Israeli offi cials contend that restricting 

Vanunu’s freedom upon his release is necessary 
to prevent him from divulging further secrets 
about Israel’s nuclear arsenal. But after almost 
28 years Vanunu has no secrets or information 
left that could damage Israel’s nuclear program 
or any other Israeli military or government 
secrets. What Israel fears is bad publicity if 
Vanunu were set free of its draconian measures 
and to also make an example of Vanunu. By 
imposing unending oppressive measures Israel 
seeks to deter others from pursuing similar 
actions.

On May 28, 2013, Vanunu posted this mes-
sage to supporters about his situation:

“Hi, this is Vanunu,
The new Interior Minister renew the restric-

tions, not to leave the country, for one more 
year. Now the 10th year since my release, 
2004-2014. So as I said before, Israel with 200 
atomic weapons, hydrogen, neutron bombs, 
the only thing they can do is to arrest Vanunu, 
1986-2013. This is a real bullshit state. Freedom 
Now. I am now visiting with foreigners. I am 
ready to meet anyone who is coming here.”

Israel continues to show a blatant contempt 
for Vanunu’s civil and human rights and to 
continue to vindictively punish him for his past 
revelations. So while the latest whistleblowers 
like Edward Snowden, Bradley Manning and 
Julian Assange deserve our utmost solidarity, 
we must not forget Vanunu, who after nearly 
28 years is still suffering cruel treatment in 
Israel, due to his brave actions in exposing the 
nuclear stockpile held by Israel and the hypoc-
risy of the western countries that ignore Israeli 
nuclear weapons.

Mordechai Vanunu’s plight needs to be 
publicised and for concerned people to do 
whatever they can do to support him. Vanunu 
is a principled man and a political prisoner, still 
being denied his democratic rights to freedom. 
Demand that Israel respect his basic human 
rights, lift the unjust regulations and give 
Vanunu genuine liberty, including the freedom 
to travel and to leave Israel. Call on Israel to 
Free Vanunu Now.

Steven Katsineris July 2013. 

For more information about Vanunu or to 
support him visit-
www.vanunu.org
www.vanunu.com
www.causes.com/VANUNU
Mordechai Vanunu would love to hear 
from his friends and supporters. 
Email him at <vanunumvjc@hotmail.com 
or you can write to Vanunu at:
Mordechai Vanunu 
c/o Cathedral Church of St. George 
20 Nablus Road 
PO Box 19018 
Jerusalem 91190 
Israel

Free Mordechai Vanunu
Anti-nuclear and human rights campaigner

Amnesty International declared 
Vanunu a prisoner of conscience and 
has continually called for his immediate 
and unconditional release.
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I Am Your Spy 
by Mordechai Vanunu 

I am the clerk, the technician, the mechanic, the driver. 
They said, Do this, do that, don’t look left or right, 
don’t read the text. Don’t look at the whole machine. You 
are only responsible for this one bolt. For this one rubber-stamp. 
This is your only concern. Don’t bother with what is above you. 
Don’t try to think for us. Go on, drive. Keep going. On, on. 

So they thought, the big ones, the smart ones, the futurologists. 
There is nothing to fear. Not to worry.
Everything’s ticking just fi ne.
Our little clerk is a diligent worker. He’s a simple mechanic. 
He’s a little man.
Little men’s ears don’t hear, their eyes don’t see.
We have heads, they don’t.

Answer them, said he to himself, said the little man, 
the man with a head of his own. Who is in charge? Who knows 
where this train is going?
Where is their head? I too have a head.
Why do I see the whole engine, 
Why do I see the precipice -- 
is there a driver on this train?

The clerk driver technician mechanic looked up. 
He stepped back and saw -- what a monster. 
Can’t believe it. Rubbed his eyes and -- yes, 
it’s there all right. I’m all right. I do see 
the monster. I’m part of the system.
I signed this form. Only now I am reading the rest of it.

This bolt is part of a bomb. This bolt is me. How 
did I fail to see, and how do the others go on 
fi tting bolts? Who else knows?
Who has seen? Who has heard? -- The emperor really is naked.
I see him. Why me? It’s not for me. It’s too big.

Rise and cry out. Rise and tell the people. You can.
I, the bolt, the technician, mechanic? -- Yes, you.
You are the secret agent of the people. 
You are the eyes of the nation.
Agent-spy, tell us what you’ve seen. 
Tell us what the insiders, the clever ones, have hidden from us.
Without you, there is only the precipice. Only catastrophe.

I have no choice. I’m a little man, a citizen, one of the people, 
but I’ll do what I have to. I’ve heard the voice of my conscience 
and there’s nowhere to hide.
The world is small, small for Big Brother.
I’m on your mission. I’m doing my duty. Take it from me.

Come and see for yourselves. Lighten my burden. Stop the train.
Get off the train. The next stop – nuclear disaster. The next book,
the next machine. No. There is no such thing. 

1987, Ashkelon Prison.

Magazine

The “drums of war” are beating ever louder in the Middle 
East. For more than two and a half years, the devastating 
internal confl ict in Syria has resulted in over 100,000 casual-
ties, millions of civilians displaced from their homes and 
communities, and growing sectarian violence in Lebanon, 
Iraq and other neighbouring countries. Now the war faces a 
most dangerous escalation.

The United States and some of its NATO allies, along with 
Saudi Arabia and other reactionary Gulf states, are preparing 
to launch a coordinated attack in response to the alleged use of 
chemical weapons by the Syrian government against its own 
citizens in Eastern Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, on August 
21.

Yet no credible or verifi able evidence has been forthcoming 
to confi rm this dubious claim. It is far more likely that this is a 
classic “false fl ag” operation, and that Syrian rebel forces and 
mercenaries – no doubt with outside guidance and assistance 
from imperialist quarters – are responsible for this horrendous 
act in order to provide a pretext for foreign intervention by the 
imperialist powers to prevent a rebel defeat.

The launching of such unilateral US-led aggression, in the 
absence of any hard evidence of Syrian government involve-
ment in the chemical attack and without any UN mandate, 
would be immoral, irresponsible, and a gross violation of inter-
national law.

A military attack on Syria would have dire consequences, 
threatening even more civilian deaths and the destruction of 
the country’s infrastructure. It would further infl ame tensions 
throughout the Middle East and could engulf the entire region 
in war.

For all these reasons, it is vital that all conscientious people 
speak out now to demand the Canadian government oppose war 
on Syria. The Communist Party of Canada condemns these war 
preparations and the pro-war propaganda that is being whipped 
up to justify such an attack on Syria.

Background
Protests against the Al-Assad government in Syria began 

in early 2011 in opposition to neo-liberal “reforms” which 
increased unemployment and widened social and economic dis-
parities. But legitimate opposition voices were quickly co-opted 
or shunted aside by hardcore, foreign-fi nanced and armed gangs 
determined to make Syria ungovernable. Terrorist attacks to 
spur further government crackdowns, sectarian violence to incite 
distrust and enmity between the Sunni majority and the Shia, 
Alawite and other minorities, the smuggling of heavy weapons 
and even mercenaries from abroad, and open calls for direct for-
eign intervention in violation of Syria’s national sovereignty – this 
has been the orchestrated game plan carried out by the “internal 
opposition”.

The extent of foreign covert intervention in the confl ict 
proves that this is not a “civil war” but rather a highly coordinated 
imperialist conspiracy against Syria.

But popular support for the rebel forces has since evaporated. 
Signifi cant sections of the former opposition, disillusioned by the 
sectarian violence and brutal atrocities committed by the rebel 
forces, are now supporting the Syrian government and defending 
Syria’s national sovereignty under threat from this orchestrated 
conspiracy. On the “war front” the Syrian Armed Forces have 
made signifi cant advances against the rebels in recent months, 
leading many observers to predict the imminent collapse of the 
armed rebellion. This is the real reason why the imperialist pow-
ers – under the code-name “Friends of Syria” – are now moving 
to intervene directly in the confl ict.

Gross hypocrisy

US President Obama’s “disgust” at the alleged use of 
chemical weapons by Syria is utterly hypocritical, given that 
US imperialism itself has been the main violator of inter-
national covenants banning the use of chemical and other 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD). In addition to its use of 
nuclear weapons against civilian populations in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan during the Second World War, there is credible 
evidence of its use of biological weapons during the Korean 
War, its widespread use of napalm and other chemical agents 
during the Vietnam War, and its use of white phosphorus and 
depleted uranium weapons in Iraq. It also “looked the other 
way” when Saddam used chemical weapons in 1988 during the 
Iraq-Iran confl ict because it was anxious to weaken and defeat 
the Iranian regime for its own imperialist interests. The use of 
chemical or other WMDs is a heinous war crime.

The real aims
The threatened attack on Syria is part of a broader imperialist 

strategy to crush (and possibly dismember) the Syrian state. The 
ultimate objective is to fashion a “New Middle East” of weak 
and pliant Arab states under the domination of US and European 
imperialist powers and their local gendarme, the state of Israel. 
This would guarantee unfettered access to the petroleum, mineral 
and other natural resources of the region, and extend imperial-
ist geopolitical hegemony into the “underbelly” of Asia, further 
encircling both the Russian Federation and China.

Undermining the Syrian state is pivotal in achieving this 
imperialist ambition. Due to its central location in the Middle 
East, its secular character, and its fi rm solidarity with the just 
struggle of the Palestinian people and opposition to the expan-
sionist policies of Zionist Israel, Syria has long been in the 
cross-hairs of US imperialism. For their own reasons, reactionary 
Arab regimes – especially Saudi Arabia and Qatar – as well as 
Turkey are also anxious to weaken and crush Syria.

“Regime change” in Damascus and its replacement by a more 
pliant, pro-imperialist regime would compound the suffering of 
the Syrian people. It would also dramatically alter the regional 
balance of forces, weakening the anti-imperialist forces, and serv-
ing as a prelude – and launching pad – for NATO/Israeli aggres-
sion against neighbouring Iran.

Worldwide opposition
Despite imperialism’s hysterical campaign to whip up inter-

national support for this impending aggression, Washington’s 
“coalition of the willing” is crumbling quickly. UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon has spoken out against any foreign 
aggression and called on all parties to “give peace a chance” 
and for a return to the negotiating table in Geneva to reach a 
political settlement to the confl ict. Russia, China, and most 
developing countries have condemned the call to attack Syria. 
Even the British Parliament has voted against any British par-
ticipation in such an attack.

In Canada, all concerned organisations – unions, peace and 
solidarity groups, and other mass democratic organisations – 
as well as conscientious and peace-loving individuals, need 
to speak out quickly and demand that the Harper government 
reverse its support for such aggression. In the days ahead, the 
Communist Party of Canada urges all-out support and participa-
tion in the anti-war campaign developing across the country to 
stave off the impending catastrophe! 

Hands off Syria! 
No to War!
Issued by the Central Executive Committee, Communist Party of Canada
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Marilyn Bechtel

SAN FRANCISCO: Across the 
nation on September 5, Walmart 
workers struck again, and rallied 
with union and community support-
ers in some 15 cities. Besides San 
Francisco, actions took place in New 
York City, Washington DC, Seattle, 
Boston, Chicago, Dallas and other 
cities. Protesters were arrested here 
and in a number of locations.

The Organisation United for 
Respect (OUR) at Walmart, a national 
association of Walmart workers, is 
calling on the retail giant to pay its 
employees a minimum of $25,000 a 
year. OUR Walmart charges the com-
pany has illegally disciplined nearly 
80 worker-leaders, including fi ring 
20, since a June action brought 100 
striking workers to share their stories 
at a Walmart shareholders meeting in 
Benton, Arkansas.

When the company failed to 
change its practices by a Labour Day 
deadline, OUR Walmart responded 
with the September 5 actions.

To date over 100 unfair labour 
practice charges against Walmart have 
been fi led with the National Labour 
Relations Board.

The September 5 actions continue 
a wave of strikes and other actions by 
Walmart and other low wage work-
ers, including last week’s nationwide 
strike by fast food workers.

In San Francisco, workers 
and their supporters marched in a 
lively mass down the city’s main 
thoroughfare, Market Street, to the 
Four Seasons Hotel, where Walmart 
board member Marissa Mayer lives 
in a penthouse atop the hotel.

There, they urged Mayer to speak 
out against the company’s illegal 
efforts to intimidate and threaten 
Walmart workers who call for better 
pay, more hours and respect at work.

Rally MC and fi red Walmart 
worker Dominic Ware called attention 
to a petition to Walmart’s board, being 
circulated online.

“Listen to us! Use the power that 
you have while you’re on Walmart’s 
board of directors,” declared 
Raymond Bravo, a maintenance 
worker fi red from the Richmond, 
California store for “absences” while 
he joined last year’s Black Friday 
strike and the journey to Arkansas 
in June.

“I went on strike; I had that right,” 
he told the crowd. “Walmart fi red me 
illegally for speaking out. And they 
won’t admit that what they did was 
wrong.”

Pam Davis, a fi red electronics 
department manager, also from the 
Richmond store, described her strug-
gles to fulfi l the company’s demands 
with too few associates and too little 
time, and Walmart management’s 
indifference to her concerns. “I’m 
fi red, but I’m not giving in,” she told 
the crowd.

United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 5 president Ron Lind 
said his union is proud to support 
the strikers, but emphasised that the 
UFCW is not running the Walmart 
workers’ movement. “The Walmart 
workers are pushing us, inspiring us, 
leading us,” he said. “We’re with all 
retail workers; keep up the fi ght!”

Before the program, Ware said he 
is demanding not just to be rehired, 
but to be reinstated with the wages 
he was paid at the time he was fi red.

After the fi ring, Ware said, he 
lost his home, and has been unable to 
continue his education at Oakland’s 
Laney College, where he is majoring 
in philosophy. He plans ultimately to 
become a teacher. Though the fi ring 
“put him in a bad place,” he vowed 
to continue pushing the struggle for 
workers’ fair treatment.

Among workers and support-
ers arrested and later released were 
Unite Here Local 2 president Mike 
Casey, and Pam Tau Lee, a founder 
and leader of the Chinese Progressive 
Association.

A study released in May by 
Democratic Party staffers at the US 

House of Representatives’ Committee 
on Education and the Workforce 
details the great degree to which tax-
payer-funded public benefi t programs 
are picking up the tab for Walmart’s 
low wages.

The study estimates that a single 
300-person Walmart supercentre in 
Wisconsin costs taxpayers somewhere 
between $900,000 and $1,700,000 a 
year to subsidise workers paid the 
retailer’s poverty wages.
People’s World 
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Walmart workers 
protest illegal fi rings

Russia warns of 
nuclear disaster

Can Tunisia’s 
labour union ride 
to the rescue?

A military strike on Syria could 
lead to a nuclear catastrophe if 
a missile were to hit a reactor 
containing radioactive uranium, a 
Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man has warned. The remark 
comes as the US continues to push 
for a military strike on Syria.

“If a warhead, by design or by 
chance, were to hit the Miniature 
Neutron Source Reactor (MNSR) 
near Damascus, the consequences 
could be catastrophic,” Aleksandr 
Lukashevich said in a statement.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
urged the UN International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to complete 
a risk evaluation as the US con-
tinues to seek support for military 
action. It asked the agency to “react 
swiftly” and carry out “an analy-
sis of the risks linked to possible 
American strikes on the MNSR and 
other facilities in Syria.”

Lukashevich stated that the 
region could be at risk of “contami-
nation by highly enriched uranium 
and it would no longer be possible 

to account for nuclear material, its 
safety and control.” He added that 
such material could fall into the 
wrong hands.

The IAEA said that it is aware 
of the statement, but it is waiting 
for a formal request asking the 
agency to complete a risk evalua-
tion. “We will consider the ques-
tions raised if we receive such a 
request,” Reuters quoted an IAEA 
spokesperson as saying.

The agency said in a report to 
member states last week that Syria 
had declared there was a “small 
amount of nuclear material” at the 
MNSR, a type of research reactor 
usually fuelled by highly enriched 
uranium.

Although this type of a reactor 
would not contain a lot of nuclear 
material, it would be enough to 
cause “a serious local radiation 
hazard” if the reactor was hit, 
nuclear expert Mark Hibbs from 
the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace said.

The United States Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee voted 
last week to approve President 
Obama’s plan to strike Syria in 
retaliation against the alleged use 
of chemical weapons by President 
Bashar Assad’s regime.

Should Congress move to 
approve the president’s request, the 
US could soon initiate a limited 
strike on Syria.

On the other hand, Moscow 
needs convincing proof – not 
rumours - from UN experts that 
chemical weapons were used in 
Syria, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said in an interview with AP 
and Channel 1.

“We believe that at the very 
least we should wait for the results 
of the UN inspection commission 
in Syria,” Putin said. He added 
that so far there is no information 
regarding exactly which chemi-
cal agent was used in the attack in 
the Damascus suburb, or who was 
behind it.
RT 

Mohamed-Salah Omri

Tunisia is gripped by its most 
serious political crisis since 2011, 
caused by a breakdown of trust 
between the government and its 
opponents and compounded by 
growing terrorism and a collapsing 
economy. Last week saw a rise in 
tension, with protestors fi lling the 
capital demanding the immedi-
ate resignation of the Islamist 
government.

Yet one local trade union may 
save the day, and not for the fi rst 
time. The Tunisian General Union 
of Labour (UGTT) has affected 
the character of Tunisia as a whole 
since the late 1940s.

It impacted signifi cantly the 
2011 revolution and the transition 
period and is likely to impact the 
future. Its current role as mediator 
between the government and oppo-
sition must be seen in historical 
perspective, as, arguably, the role 
of Tunisia’s labour movement is 
what sets it apart from the rest of 
the Arab world.

Child of protest, 
midwife of revolution

Trade unionism in Tunisia 
goes back to 1924 when 
Mohamed Ali al Hammi (1890-
1928), the forefather of the 

movement, founded the General 
Federation of Tunisian Workers.

But it was under the guid-
ance of the charismatic and 
visionary Farhat Hached (1914-
1952) that a strong home-grown 
organisation would emerge. 
Hached learned union activ-
ism and organisation within the 
French colonial union, the CGT, 
for 15 years before splitting 
from it to start UGTT in 1946.

The new union quickly 
gained support, clout and inter-
national ties, which it used to 
pressure the French for more 
social and political rights for 
Tunisia and to consolidate its 
position as a key component in 
the national liberation move-
ment. The union’s inception in 
the midst of an independence 
struggle cemented its political 
character, a line it has kept and 
vigorously defended ever since.

Since then, UGTT has 
been a continuous presence in 
the country. During the one-
party rule of Presidents Habib 
Bourgiba and Ben Ali, it con-
stituted a credible alternative to 
the party’s power and a locus 
of resistance to it, so much so 
that being a unionist became a 
euphemism for being a member 
of the opposition. 
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The current agrarian strike in 
Colombia follows one earlier in 
the Catatumbo region where small 
farmers mobilised for land and 
sustainable lives. Now angry small 
farmers are rejecting free trade 
agreements Colombia signed with 
the United States, Canada, and the 
European Union.

Indeed, rural people in Colombia 
are suffering. The rate of poverty is 
80 percent, of extreme poverty, 25 
percent. Eight million Colombians 
are hungry. Human rights abuses and 
killings are well known.

On August 8 outside the 
Agriculture Ministry in Bogota, 
leaders of the Table of Agrarian 
Discussion (MIA) issued demands 
and announced a strike. Death threats 
from paramilitaries showed up in 
their emails afterwards. MIA includes 
Patriotic March, a two-year-old 
amalgam of 1,500 social and politi-
cal groups that organised 60 percent 
of the protest actions that followed.

Beginning on August 19, 200,000 
farmers, farm workers, truckers, and 
small miners have been demonstrat-
ing and blocking highways in most 
Colombian departments. Urban pro-
testers joined in after August 25. State 
repression at the hands of riot police 
and soldiers intensifi ed the face-off. 
By September 1, nine protesters were 
dead, 200 wounded, and hundreds 
detained. The turn to military inter-
vention recalls the prevailing theme 
in Colombian history of struggle over 
land attended by violent confl ict. 
That’s the essence of negotiations 
now going on in Cuba between the 
Colombian government and FARC 
insurgents.

“The national strike as such 
does not exist,” said President Juan 
Manuel Santos on August 25. Four 

days later after demonstrations broke 
out in Bogota, Tolima, and elsewhere, 
Santos abandoned his presidential 
residence and settled into police 
headquarters. Bogota came under 
military rule, and 50,000 troops were 
deployed to keep highways open. The 
government offered pay for informa-
tion leading to the arrests of protest 
leaders.

 On August 29 tear gas, clubs, 
helicopters, and armoured vehicles 
blanketed Bogota. In Boyacá, police 
invaded homes and stole money 
and food. Torture and sexual abuse 
emerged, along with indiscriminate 
use of gas, explosives, and fi rearms. 
Videos circulated showing “the police 
urinating on demonstrators’ food, 
breaking windows, destroying homes, 
hitting and humiliating people in 
their own houses, wounding children, 
women, and old people, and infi ltrat-
ing marches.” Spanish language abili-
ties are not needed to understand the 
video: “Collection of videos: abuse 
by Colombian authorities.”

T he government began negotia-
tions with regional groups of farmers, 
particularly those in Boyacá, Nariño, 
and Cundinamarca. Land is fertile 
there, and farmers produce vegetables, 
grains, meat, and dairy products for 
the domestic market. Free trade agree-
ments have hurt them. Colombian 
food imports from the United States 
were up 81 percent in the fi rst year 
under the Colombian-US free trade 
agreement. Tunja archbishop Luis 
Augusto Castro condemned the agree-
ments as “treason to the country.”

But in other regions small farm-
ers are asking for more: “They are 
demanding land and peasant reserve 
zones, indigenous peoples want res-
ervations, and Afro-Colombians and 
[other] popular sectors want rights.” 
As in Catatumbo, land they occupy 
is coveted for natural resources 

extraction, ranching, and industrial 
agriculture.

The  government has used the 
“lack of centralisation of the move-
ment – which is its great weakness 
– to mount sectional and regional 
negotiations,” reports one observer. 
Patriotic March leader Andrés Gil 
earned President Santos’ ire by 
charging that regional negotiations 
were aimed at dividing the protest 
movement. These talks deal with sub-
sidies, tariff adjustments, and lowered 
fertiliser and herbicide prices rather 
than structural changes.

The agrarian strike expanded after 
August 25, with students, unionists, 
and human rights activists fi lling city 
streets. Speaking to a reporter, one 
student denounced “handing over our 

country and doing away with agricul-
ture,” but added: “No more privatised 
universities, no more fee increases.” 
The Broadened National Student 
Federation launched demonstrations 
in several cities. The University 
Professors Union denounced free 
trade agreements and called for a 
national constituent assembly. The 
Workers’ Labour Union (USO) and 
the Fensuagro agricultural workers 
union organised demonstrations.

Fensuagro Vice President Huber 
Ballesteros, spokesperson for the 
MIA, was jailed on August 25, 
charged with “rebellion and terror-
ism.” Authorities use that allegation 
to link opposition leaders to the 
FARC. Ballesteros is now a magnet 
for international solidarity.

The government is stymied. 
Committed to market ideology, the 
oligarchy cannot resolve agrarian 
confl ict without resort to violence, one 
commentator says. “With giant steps 
they are getting close to a revolution-
ary type crisis. And social leadership 
of a new type has arrived.” 

Tolima hospital workers union 
President Nelsy Gómez Oliveros 
agrees: “President Santos ... We are 
here in the streets for health care, 
education, the environment, jobs, 
and dignity as Colombian people. No 
more attacks! No more violence! No 
more war! ... Today we the Colombian 
people are showing we have blood 
in our veins and that we are inclined 
toward struggle, even to sacrifi ce.”
People’s World 
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Agrarian strike in Colombia

A demonstrator holds a sign reading in Spanish “Support to the agrarian national strike” during a protest 
against President Juan Manuel Santos’s government in Bogota, Colombia, Monday, Aug. 26, 2013. 
(Photo: Carlos Julio Martinez)

Lawlessness and ruin in Libya
Patrick Cockburn

A little under two years ago, Philip 
Hammond, the Defence Secretary, 
urged British businessmen to 
begin “packing their suitcases” 
and to fl y to Libya to share in the 
reconstruction of the country and 
exploit an anticipated boom in 
natural resources.

Yet now Libya has almost 
entirely stopped producing oil 
as the government loses control 
of much of the country to militia 
fi ghters. Mutinying security men 
have taken over oil ports on the 
Mediterranean and are seeking to 
sell crude oil on the black market. 

Ali Zeidan, Libya’s Prime Minister, 
has threatened to “bomb from the 
air and the sea” any oil tanker try-
ing to pick up the illicit oil from the 
oil terminal guards, who are mostly 
former rebels who overthrew 
Muammar Gaddafi  and have been 
on strike over low pay and alleged 
government corruption since July.

As world attention focused on 
the coup in Egypt and the poison 
gas attack in Syria over the past two 
months, Libya has plunged unno-
ticed into its worst political and 
economic crisis since the defeat of 
Gaddafi  two years ago. Government 
authority is disintegrating in all 
parts of the country putting in doubt 

claims by American, British and 
French politicians that NATO’s mil-
itary action in Libya in 2011 was an 
outstanding example of a successful 
foreign military intervention which 
should be repeated in Syria.

In an escalating crisis little 
regarded hitherto outside the oil 
markets, output of Libya’s prized 
high-quality crude oil has plunged 
from 1.4 million barrels a day 
earlier this year to just 160,000 
barrels a day now. Despite threats 
to use military force to retake the 
oil ports, the government in Tripoli 
has been unable to move effectively 
against striking guards and muti-
nous military units that are linked 
to secessionist forces in the east of 
the country.

Libyans are increasingly at the 
mercy of militias which act outside 
the law. Popular protests against 
militiamen have been met with 
gunfi re; 31 demonstrators were shot 
dead and many others wounded as 
they protested outside the barracks 
of “the Libyan Shield Brigade” 
in the eastern capital Benghazi in 
June.

Though the NATO intervention 
against Gaddafi  was justifi ed as a 
humanitarian response to the threat 
that Gaddafi ’s tanks would slaugh-
ter dissidents in Benghazi, the inter-
national community has ignored 
the escalating violence. The foreign 
media, which once fi lled the hotels 
of Benghazi and Tripoli, have like-
wise paid little attention to the near 
collapse of the central government.

The strikers in the eastern 

region Cyrenaica, which contains 
most of Libya’s oil, are part of a 
broader movement seeking more 
autonomy and blaming the govern-
ment for spending oil revenues in 
the west of the country. Foreigners 
have mostly fl ed Benghazi since 
the American ambassador, Chris 
Stevens, was murdered in the US 
consulate by jihadi militiamen last 
September. Violence has worsened 
since then with Libya’s military 
prosecutor Colonel Yussef Ali al-
Asseifar, in charge of investigating 
assassinations of politicians, sol-
diers and journalists, was himself 
assassinated by a bomb in his car 
on August 29.

Rule by local militias is also 
spreading anarchy around the capi-
tal. Ethnic Berbers, whose militia 
led the assault on Tripoli in 2011, 
temporarily took over the parlia-
ment building in Tripoli. The New 
York-based Human Rights Watch 
has called for an independent inves-
tigation into the violent crushing 
of a prison mutiny in Tripoli on 
August 26 in which 500 prisoners 
had been on hunger strike. The hun-
ger strikers were demanding that 
they be taken before a prosecutor 
or formally charged since many had 
been held without charge for two 
years.

The government called on the 
Supreme Security Committee, 
made up of former anti-Gaddafi  
militiamen nominally under the 
control of the interior ministry, to 
restore order. At least 19 prisoners 
received gunshot shrapnel wounds, 

with one inmate saying “they were 
shooting directly at us through the 
metal bars”. There have been sev-
eral mass prison escapes this year 
in Libya including 1,200 escap-
ing from a prison after a riot in 
Benghazi in July.

The Interior Minister, 
Mohammed al-Sheikh, resigned last 
month in frustration at being unable 
to do his job, saying in a memo sent 
to Mr Zeidan that he blamed him 
for failing to build up the army and 
the police. He accused the govern-
ment, which is largely dominated 
by the Muslim Brotherhood, of 
being weak and dependent on tribal 
support. Other critics point out that 
a war between two Libyan tribes, 
the Zawiya and the Wirrshifana, 
is going on just 15 miles from the 
Prime Minister’s offi ce.

Diplomats have come under 
attack in Tripoli with the EU 
ambassador’s convoy ambushed 
outside the Corinthia hotel on the 
waterfront. A bomb also wrecked 
the French embassy.

One of the many failings of the 
post-Gaddafi  government is its ina-
bility to revive the moribund econ-
omy. Libya is wholly dependent on 
its oil and gas revenues and with-
out these may not be able to pay 
its civil servants. Sliman Qajam, 
a member of the parliamentary 
energy committee, told Bloomberg 
that “the government is running on 
its reserves. If the situation doesn’t 
improve, it won’t be able to pay 
salaries by the end of the year”.
Information Clearing House 

Sydney



10  September 11, 2013 Guardian

The confi rmation by intelligence analyst 
and whistleblower Edward Snowden of the 
extent of US and British electronic snoop-
ing on their allies has had embarrassing 
repercussions in Germany. An embarrassed 
German government has had to cancel a 
long-standing pact to share surveillance 
operations with the US and Britain. The 
pact in fact dates from 1968 and was part 
of the so-called Cold War. Its cancellation 
is largely symbolic, intended to placate a 
very angry public.

Snowden’s revelations of US “total 
surveillance” activities – snooping on its own 
citizens and also on its allies – also provoked 
outrage in the USA itself. As more and more 
restrictions are placed on their once-cherished 
democratic rights, Americans of all political 
persuasions are worried about the activities of 
the country’s intelligence agencies.

Something had to be done to restore the 
public’s faith in the “intelligence community”. 
And lo and behold, at the beginning of August, 
the US State Department issued a “global 
alert” about an alleged terrorist threat posed by 
Al-Qaeda in Yemen. The Chair of the US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Martin Dempsey, announced that 
the threat was “more specifi c” than other recent 
threats. The State Department promptly closed 
US embassies and consulates in 19 countries in 
the Middle East and North Africa.

The US mass media drew attention to the 
fact that this supposed threat was “uncovered” 
by the National Security Agency, the same outfi t 
that was responsible for the “total surveillance” 
scandal. Articles praising the NSA and its 

intercept program appeared in The Wall Street 
Journal and other right-wing papers.

Meanwhile, the “threat” was so real and so 
urgent that right after Washington issued the alert 
President Obama went off to play golf and then 
went to Camp David to celebrate his birthday.

“If this is such a serious threat, why did the 
President go to play golf? Why didn’t he address 
the American people?” said Michael Snopes, a 
police offi cial and former intelligence offi cer 
in The Examiner. Snopes went on: “Maybe 
they are just trying to make mountains out of 
molehills to distract the media attention from 
Benghazi, the Internal Revenue Service and 
NSA spyware?”

I’d say Mr Snopes was right on the money, 
wouldn’t you?

The United Nations’ Human Development 
Report, issued last month, showed that Britain is 
the most unequal country in the Western world, 
with a gap between the richest and poorest as big 
as that in Nigeria. The poorest 40% of Britons 
share only 14.6% of the national wealth, a lower 
proportion than in any other Western country. 
The only industrialised country to have a worse 
record is Russia.

As British Communist Daphne Liddle says; 
“Workers create wealth for their bosses and they 
are entitled to demand a fair share of it. In fact, 
they are entitled to take control of that wealth 
and collectively deploy it for the common good 
of all – which is the basis of socialism.”

But bosses have no interest in helping to 
advance the common good. Instead, they are 
engaged everywhere in an aggressive campaign 
to cut workers’ share of the national wealth still 
further. Wherever they can, they are automating 
workplaces so that they have no workers to 
pay at all. Elsewhere, they are cutting wages 
and lengthening the hours of work to increase 
their profi ts. As workers and lower middle class 
people are driven into poverty, the boss class 
heedlessly piles up its profi ts and “invests” 
in mansions, yachts and in taking over their 
competitors.

While workers are being squeezed to the 
point where they are fi nding it hard to continue 
functioning at all, the über rich are encouraged 
to treat national economies like some macabre 
casino, speculating on the rise and fall of share 
prices and futures contracts, regardless of the 
contribution – if any – that the companies in 
question actually make to the real economy.

For business people – big or small – workers 
have no rights, only such benefi ts as a munifi cent 
employer class bestows upon them out of the 
goodness of its heart. The British government 
recently commissioned a report into workers’ 
rights – from a venture capitalist, would you 
believe – and has used his report as the basis 
for new legislation making it much easier for 
bosses to sack workers on a whim.

The venture capitalist who authored the 

report, one Adrian Beecroft, subsequently 
admitted that he “didn’t have time for research”. 
Instead, his report was “based on conversations”. 
Labour MPs in the House of Commons accused 
him of producing a report based on opinions 
that “created an open door for bullying and 
intimidation”. Beecroft rejected that criticism, 
saying that the UK’s employment laws were a 
disincentive for fi rms to expand and that the 
case for making it easier for small businesses 
to hire and fi re employees was “self-evident”.

Tony Abbott would no doubt agree with him.

Talking of Tony Abbott, I think my 
household received election bumf from him 
every single day for the last ten days before 
polling day – an achievement that did not 
signify a popular campaign with lots of helpers 

but spoke instead of a party with deep pockets. 
The big end of town is backing Abbott and they 
have much to gain from a Libs victory.

Driving around Sydney over the last few 
weeks one was struck by the identical nature of 
the campaigns: big full-colour photographs of 
each of the main capitalist parties’ candidates, 
with no policies. Just the photo and the name 
of the party. A cynic might say that is because 
they don’t have any policies, but of course 
they do. The just can’t tell the voters what 
those polices are because they are policies to 
aid and support big business at the expense of 
the common people, and they know that those 
policies won’t fl y.

So instead, it’s all glossy surface (sorry, 
“personalities”) before any real substance. 
It’s true, isn’t it: we get the politicians we 
deserve? 
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Palestinian/Jordanian 
hunger strike 
continues

The Rafah town municipality 
in southern Gaza held a day of 
solidarity with hunger striking 
prisoner Abdullah Barghouthi, 
who has been engaged in a hunger 
strike for 91 days. Barghouthi is 
currently held in Afula hospital, 
Israel, shackled to his bed. Osama 
Abu Zayd of Rafah municipality 
said that it is a national duty to 
support all political prisoners and 
prisoners of war.

The health condition of prisoner 
Abdullah Al-Barghouthi has seriously 
deteriorated after 91 days of hunger 
strike along with four other Jordanian 
captives.

Meanwhile, Palestinian lawyer 
Mohammed Al Shayeb, who visited 

Barghouthi on August 1 in Afula, 
warned of the serious deterioration 
of the striker’s health condition due 
to his continued hunger strike.

The lawyer quoted the prison 
doctor as saying that Barghouthi risks 
death at any moment, noting that his 
medical condition is monitored twice 
a day to check his heart rate, blood 
pressure, and glucose levels.

The Israeli Prison Service in 
Afula has refused the doctors’ demand 
to conduct the hunger striker physi-
cal examination under the pretext 
that his transfer from his room to the 
clinic causes a security problem, the 
lawyer added.

Abdullah al-Barghouthi has 
declared since early May an open 
hunger strike along with four other 
Jordanian captives, Mohammad 
Rimawi, Muneer Mar’i, Hamza al-
Dabbas Othman, and Alaa Hammad.

The Palestinian hunger strikers 
with Jordanian nationality need our 
expressions of solidarity and support.

Steven Katsineris
Vic 

State of the climate

In late July this year the Bulletin 
of the American Meteorological 
Society released its 2012 report on 
Global Climate. Some hundreds of 

distinguished scientists from many 
parts of the world contributed to it. 
It is an interesting and sometimes 
distressing read. Parts of it are 
necessarily complex (for a lay-
person). I have made a simplifi ed 
and remarkably brief summary.

The report summarises that 
Worldwide climatic conditions are 
changing, a pattern that has been 
noted since 1900, but which appears 
to have accelerated since 2000. Nearly 
every land mass and the oceans of 
the northern hemisphere and tropi-
cal zones are showing clear signs of 
the effects of global warming. The 
extent of Arctic ice during the 2012 
melt period was the lowest on record.

In Australia, average tempera-
tures for 2012 were up 0.5 C and 
as much as two percent in parts 
of Western Australia. Europe, the 
Russian Federation, and much of 
North America and western Brazil 
experienced hotter summers and 
warmer winters.

Colder than average conditions 
were experienced in Alaska, Eurasia 
and northern China. Record fl oods or 
near record fl oods were experienced 
in UK (after three months of sus-
tained drought), Pakistan (affecting 
some fi ve million people), West and 
Central Africa (affecting three mil-
lion and destroying countless areas 
of farmland), and Queensland and 

parts of Eastern Australia. Severe 
drought affected Southern China and 
Southeast Asia (affecting agriculture 
in particular), Europe (where water 
supply issues and crop failure was 
common), India, Western Australia 
and much of the United States (result-
ing in a loss of agricultural production 
worth billions of dollars).

Hurricanes and typhoons and 
oceanic storms have increased in 
all oceans except in the southern 
latitudes. Indeed, apart from Australia 
and Argentina, most of the severest 
changes in fl ooding, drought, record 
warm conditions, record cold condi-
tions, ice-melting, storm activity and 
impact of communities and agriculture 
is confi ned to the northern hemisphere 
and the tropical zones.

Release of carbon emissions 
by biomass (including forest fi res) 
increased 6 percent worldwide 
from 2003 to 2011. While Africa 

and Southeast Asia showed minor 
reductions; and Europe, Central and 
South America showed signifi cant 
reductions; signifi cant increases were 
noted in northern Asia. However, in 
Siberia, Australia and United States 
carbon emissions increased on a 
massive scale.

The impact of climate change in 
the past decade has already resulted 
in loss of agricultural production into 
the hundreds of billions of dollars, 
and millions of people have suffered, 
disease, hunger, homelessness, war or 
death as a result. Things are about to 
get worse as the planet keeps warm-
ing. Action on combating climate 
change is needed now. Australia 
needs political leadership in this criti-
cal area, which will only increase in 
importance as the years march on.

Robin Stevens
Perth
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The US State Department issued a “global alert” about an alleged terrorist threat posed 
by Al-Qaeda in Yemen. Meanwhile, the “threat” was so real and so urgent that right after 
Washington issued the alert President Obama went off to play golf.

Threats, 
beat-ups, 
and bogus 
reports

Rob Gowland

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Write a letter to the Editor
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Sunday September 15 –
Saturday September 21

First up this week is an 
Australian telemovie, An 

Accidental Soldier (ABC1 Sunday 
September 15 at 8.30pm), based on 
the highly regarded second novel by 
John Charalambous Silent Parts about 
a man who walked away from the 
horror of trench warfare in WW1 and 
instead found peace and contentment 
with a widowed French woman. It is 
also about the effects of his act on his 
family back in Australia, unsure about 
whether he died “over there” or not.

Peter Pierce, professor of 
Australian literature at James Cook 
University, said of the novel: “This 
book is one of the most poignant 
and unusual of refl ections on war 
and remembrance. It bypasses so 
many well-trodden Australian fi c-
tional paths in making its own muted, 
moving way.

“This is not a tale of battle but of 
two home fronts, and of how French 
and Australians coped with rumour 
and loss. It does describe, plangently 
and complexly, the brief separate 
peace that Harry Lambert made with 
the Frenchwoman Colombe Jactatot.”

This television adaptation is 
directed by Rachel Ward and stars 

Marie Bunel as Colombe and Dan 
Spielman as Harry Lambert.

In 1999, an expedition going 
up Mount Everest discovered 

a frozen body high in the mountain’s 
“death zone” with its ice axe embed-
ded in a steep slope of scree. The 
climber had obviously fallen and 
properly had dug his axe in to stop 
himself from sliding any further. But 
the unknown climber’s leg was badly 
broken, and he had perished of cold 
where he lay.

To the surprise of the climbers 
who found the body, it was dressed 
in gabardine and wearing hob-nailed 
boots. It proved to be the body of 
British explorer George Mallory who 
disappeared on Everest in 1924! What 
the discoverers of his body could not 
tell was whether he fell on the way up 
or the way down. In other words, did 
Mallory achieve his goal of reaching 
the summit? The only thing missing 
from Mallory’s belongings was a 
photograph of his wife which he had 
promised to place on the summit if 
he got there.

The feature-length documentary 
The Wildest Dream: Conquest of 
Everest (ABC2 Sunday September 
15 at 8.30pm) follows the moun-
taineer who found Mallory’s body, 
Conrad Anker, as he returns to 
Everest to replicate Mallory’s ill-fated 
expedition as closely as possible, 
in an effort to discover whether the 
British climber could have reached 
the summit.

The fi lm combines the account of 
Anker’s expedition with archive pho-
tos and specially restored fi lm footage 
and dramatisations of Mallory’s expe-
dition, interspersed with evocative 
letters between Mallory and his wife, 
Ruth. The fi lm uses the vocal talents 
of Ralph Fiennes, Hugh Dancy, Alan 
Rickman and Natasha Richardson, and 
is narrated by Liam Neeson.

Continental drift is so slow 
that it is hard to visualise it 

as an ongoing thing, but the world 
has been drastically reshaped over 
millennia, and continents have 
moved, bumped into one another, split 
into bits or formed mountains in an 

extraordinarily slow dance of colos-
sal power. This process is the subject 
of the four-part series Rise Of The 
Continents (ABC1 Tuesdays from 
September 10 at 8.30pm).

This week’s episode deals with 
Australia, once joined to Antarctica, 
its deserts covered with forests until 
it split off and moved northwards to 
warmer climes. The shared wildlife 
of Australia, South America, New 
Zealand and South Africa (large 
fl ightless birds, certain marsupials) are 
relics of that time in Earth’s history.

At fi rst sight, a zombie drama 
is not what one expects from 

SBS but the British series In The 
Flesh (SBS2 Tuesdays at 8.35pm) 
strives to be more than your usual 
Hollywood “monster pic”. It started 
last week, but is worth picking up on 
if unusual post-apocalypse dramas are 
your thing.

The series starts after the Zombie 
Uprising has been defeated by the 
military and the Human Volunteer 
Force (HVF). Now the authorities 

have achieved the ability to medicate 
the undead (who are now recognised 
as suffering from PDS or Partially 
Deceased Syndrome) so they can 
return to their former lives. However, 
not everyone accepts them as normal 
and the zombies’ ravenous acts of 
brutality when not medicated have 
left deep emotional scars.

Modern fantasy literature has 
taken almost every type of mythical 
creature to its bosom, from Djin to 
vampires to werewolves, so why not 
sensitive zombies? In fact, in this very 
well made series we have at least one 
gay zombie and some very prejudiced 
straight people.

And that is really what the series 
is about: “redemption, forgiveness and 
the battle against prejudice”.

Nevertheless, it never descends 
into worthiness or preaching. The 
series remains an exciting, dark dra-
ma. Zombies make a very satisfactory 
subject for a story about prejudice, for 
most people would fi nd them creepy. 
However, zombies do not exist in the 

real world whereas prejudice does, 
so it is a pity that the talent which 
has gone into making this admirable 
series could not have been expended 
on a more credible examination of 
this subject.

If fantasy creatures are popu-
lar in today’s literature, then 

studies of sexual dysfunction are all 
the rage on television. There can be 
few viewers who have not had the 
opportunity to view a wide variety 
of malformed sex organs or vicari-
ously indulge in all manner of sexual 
couplings and fetishes courtesy of TV.

The latest offering in this genre is 
Can Have Sex, Will Have Sex (ABC2 
Friday September 20 at 9.40pm), 
which “takes a candid look at the sex 
lives of four disabled people”. The 
voyeuristic nature of this particular 
example is obvious (in fact one of 
the subjects – cerebral palsy sufferer 
Pete – has dreams of becoming the 
UK’s fi rst disabled porn star, thus 
appealing to two voyeurism markets 
at the same time). 

Worth Watching

The Guardian
Editorial Offi ce

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833

Email:guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by Spotpress
24-26 Lilian Fowler Pl Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010

Subscription to The Guardian
12 months: $100 ($80 conc / $150 solidarity) 6 months: $55 ($40 conc / $80 solidarity)

NAME:    ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by  Cheque Money order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)

Phone in details on 02 9699 8844
Or send to: Guardian Subscriptions
 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa *$20 minimum on cards

Card # _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____  Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

Enmore Newsagent
195 Enmore Rd (near Edgeware Rd) Enmore, NSW

This Sydney newsagent regularly stocks The Guardian

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacifi c.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

September 13
AFGHAN WOMEN: A SEAT AT THE TABLE 
WITH THE TALIBAN
Speakers from Amnesty International Aust, (details forthcoming); 

September 20
O'FARRELL’S UNPRECEDENTED CUTS TO THE PUBLIC 
SECTOR – JOBS & SERVICES UNDER THREAT
Chris Stone, Director Public Service Research Unit, Centre for Policy 
Development; 
Anne Gardner, General Secretary Public Service Association; 

September 27
WHITHER DEMOCRACY IN EGYPT?
Noah Bassil, Dr, Lecturer, Centre for Middle Eastern Studies, 
Macquarie University; 
Amro Ali, PhD Candidate University of Sydney, Middle East & Egypt 
Specialist, author of amroali.com; 

October 4
NO MEETING
Public Holiday weekend;

October 11
SHOULD MILITARY DRONES BE BANNED?
Joseph Pugliese, Associate Professor, Department of Media, Music, 
Communication and Cultural Studies, Macquarie University; 
David Stephens, Dr, Consultant, Secretary “Honest History”; 

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

An Accidental Soldier (ABC1 Sunday September 15 at 8.30pm).

Adelaide
“The Dublin Lock-out was the most monstrous 
industrial action ever taken between Dublin 
employers and workers”.
Sunday September 15 at 2.00pm
Irish Club – Carrington St Adelaide
Admission: $10
A Presentation by the Adelaide Irish Drama Group

We are reprinting last week’s 
Worth Watching as the dates of 
programs were inadvertently a 
week out of sequence. 
Our apologies. 
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What happened to 
the “War on Terrorism”?
Michel Chossudovsky

Americans have been repeat-
edly told that Al-Qaeda under 
the helm of the late Osama bin 
Laden was responsible for the 
9/11 attacks. Formulated in the 
wake of the tragic events of 
September 11, 2001, the US and 
its allies launched a “Global War 
on Terrorism” (GWOT) directed 
against the numerous “jihadist” 
Al-Qaeda affi liated terror forma-
tions in the Middle East, Africa, 
Central Asia and South East Asia. 
The fi rst stage of the “Global War 
on Terrorism” was the bombing 
and invasion of Afghanistan.

In the wake of 9/11, the” Global 
War on Terrorism” served to obfus-
cate the real economic and strategic 
objectives behind the US-led wars 
in the Middle East and Central Asia.

But somehow, in the last few 
months, this “Al-Qaeda paradigm” 
has shifted. The American public has 
become increasingly sceptical regard-
ing the validity of the “Global War on 
Terrorism”. In recent months, with the 
unfolding events in Syria, something 
rather unusual has occurred, which 
has had a profound impact on the pub-
lic’s perception and understanding of 
Obama’s “Global War on Terrorism”.

The US government is actively 
and openly supporting Syria’s Al 
Nusrah, the main fi ghting force affi li-
ated to Al-Qaeda, largely composed of 
foreign mercenaries. Tax dollars are 
relentlessly channelled to the “rebels”. 
In turn, Secretary of State John Kerry 
meets with rebel commanders who 
oversee the Al-Qaeda affi liated entity.

Is this part of a “new normal”: 
the unity of opposites whereby “ter-
rorism” and “counter-terrorism” are 
merged into a single foreign policy 
focus? Is it “politically correct” for a 
US Senator to mingle with leaders of 
a terrorist organisation, while at the 
same time paying lip service to the 
“Global War on Terrorism”?

While this may be “business as 
usual” for the US Secretary of State, 
American servicemen and women 
are now “refusing to fi ght” a war in 
favour of terrorism under the emblem 
of the “Global War on Terrorism”. 
Channelling money and weapons 
to Al-Qaeda in Syria is carried out 
“in the open”, via the US State 
Department and the Pentagon rather 
than in the context of a covert CIA 
operation.

The movement within 
the US armed forces

Needless to say, this mingling 
of politicians and terrorists strikes at 
the very foundations of the “Global 
War on Terrorism”. Despite the tide 
of media disinformation, people are 
increasingly aware that these US 
sponsored rebels are not “revolu-
tionaries” and that US military aid 
is being channelled to the terror 
brigades.

A spontaneous movement on 
social media networks has emerged 
involving active members of the 
armed forces. “Our government tells 
us that we are fi ghting a war on ter-
rorism.” That is what is taught to new 
recruits. “We’re spreading democracy 
by combating terrorism”. Yet in recent 
months, millions of Americans have 
become aware of the fact that the 
Obama administration is lying.

Supporting the 
Terrorists

Barack Obama and John Kerry 
are not fi ghting terrorism. Quite the 
opposite: They are actively supporting 
Al-Qaeda terrorists in Syria, who are 
responsible for the most despicable 
crimes, killings and atrocities directed 
against the civilian population.

These crimes have been amply 
documented. Beheadings, execu-
tions of children. The most gruesome 
massacres.

The Al Nusrah brigades have 
performed thousands of executions. 
A recently released video reveals how 
two young boys are executed follow-
ing the reading of a death sentence. 
Are these the people who are being 
supported by the US government?

The terrorists are directly 
recruited by the Western military 
alliance. They are trained in Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar in liaison with the 
US and NATO.

These are the rebels who, accord-
ing to CNN, have also been trained 
by Western special forces in the use 
of chemical weapons. And they have 
used chemical weapons against inno-
cent Syrian civilians.

The concept which is spread-
ing across the land is that the 
Obama administration is supporting 
Al-Qaeda. It’s a bipartisan consensus: 
the Republican leadership in the 
US Congress and the Senate have 
endorsed support and fi nancial aid 
to the al Nusrah brigades in Syria.

In the eyes of public opinion, the 
Global War on Terrorism has, so to 
speak, fallen fl at.

Who is supporting 
whom?

The corporate media has failed to 
reveal the nature of the longstanding 
relationship between Al-Qaeda and 
the US government, which goes back 
to the Soviet-Afghan war. Al-Qaeda 
– the “outside enemy of America” 
as well as the alleged architect of 
the 9/11 attacks – is a creation of 
the CIA. Al-Qaeda and its affi liates 
are often referred to as “intelligence 
assets”.

From the outset of the Soviet-
Afghan war in the early 1980s, the 
US intelligence apparatus has sup-
ported the formation of “Islamic 
brigades”.

Propaganda purports to erase the 
history of Al-Qaeda, drown the truth 
and “kill the evidence” on how this 

“outside enemy” was fabricated and 
transformed into “Enemy Number 
One”.

The Global War on Terrorism 
is not geared towards curbing the 
“Islamic jihad”. The signifi cant 
development of “radical Islam” 
in the wake of the Cold War was 
consistent with Washington’s hid-
den agenda. The latter consists in 
sustaining rather than combating 
international terrorism, with a view 
to creating factional divisions within 
countries and destabilising national 
societies.

The numerous Al-Qaeda affi li-
ated entities are routinely used in 
CIA covert operations. They are 
recruited, trained and indoctrinated 
under the supervision of the CIA and 
its intelligence counterparts in Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan, Qatar and Israel. 
Unknown to the American public, the 
US has spread the teachings of the 
“Islamic jihad” in textbooks “Made in 
America”, developed at the University 
of Nebraska.

With regard to Syria, the US gov-
ernment is not “supporting Al-Qaeda” 
Quite the opposite, the Al-Qaeda 
mercenaries in Syria, recruited and 
trained in Saudi Arabia and Qatar, 
are “supporting the US government”. 
They are being used by the US mili-
tary intelligence apparatus. They are 
paid killers.

Their actions are implemented as 
part of a military agenda; they are the 
foot-soldiers of the Western military 
alliance. The atrocities committed by 
the terrorists are the direct result of 
paramilitary training and indoctrina-
tion. The US government is behind 
this process. Obama is responsible for 
the crimes committed by the “rebels” 
against the Syrian people.

Concluding remarks
We are at an important crossroads. 

The “Global War on Terrorism” 
constitutes the cornerstone of war 
propaganda. Yet at the same time 
the lies which uphold the GWOT 
are no longer credible and the thrust 
and effectiveness of the propaganda 
campaign are threatened.

No one can reasonably believe in 
a “war on terrorism” which consists 
in channelling money and weapons 
to the terrorists. It’s a non sequitur.

“Support to terrorists”, portrayed 
as “revolutionaries” cannot be her-
alded as part of a foreign policy 
agenda which offi cially consists in 
“going after the terrorists”.

But Obama desperately needs 
to hold on to the “Global war on 
Terrorism”. It’s a worldwide cru-
sade. Without the “Global War on 
Terrorism”, the Obama administra-
tion does not have a leg to stand on: 
its military doctrine collapses like a 
deck of cards.

Undermining the credibility of 
the “Global War on Terrorism” is 
a powerful instrument of counter-
propaganda. We call on people across 
the land:
• Mobilise against Obama’s war.
• The war on Syria is illegal and 

criminal.
• The President and Commander 

in Chief’s decision to support 
Al-Qaeda in Syria is in violation 
of international law and US anti 
terrorism legislation .

• US and coalition troops have 
a moral and legal obligation 
to refuse to fi ght in Obama’s 
“humanitarian war” on Syria, 
which consists in supporting 
Al-Qaeda affi liated terrorists.

• The President and Commander 
in Chief has blatantly violated 
all tenets of domestic and 
international law. So that making 
an oath to “obey orders from 
the President” is tantamount to 
violating rather than defending 
the US Constitution.

“Refusing to fi ght” an illegal war 
implies a rejection of the legitimacy 
of the Commander in Chief. It denies 
the Obama administration the author-
ity to conduct an illegal and criminal 
war on behalf of the American people.

And the American people must 
support the US servicemen and 
women who refuse to fi ght in an 
illegal war.

According to Nuremberg juris-
prudence, the ultimate war crime 
consists in starting a war. Obama and 
his European counterparts includ-
ing David Cameron and Francois 
Hollande are responsible for the 
supreme crime: “The crime against 
peace.” This war is illegal irrespec-
tive of a decision of the UN Security 
Council to intervene in the internal 
affairs of a sovereign state:

“All Members shall refrain in 
their international relations from 
the threat or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the Purposes 
of the United Nations … Nothing 
contained in the present Charter shall 
authorise the United Nations to inter-
vene in matters which are essentially 
within the domestic jurisdiction of any 
state or shall require the Members 
to submit such matters to settlement 
under the present Charter.” 

UN Charter 
– 1: Purposes and Principles
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“Under Fire”, by Darrold Peters, from the book Army Artists Look at the War on Terrorism.


