
Crisis: The plan to 
make the people pay
Anna Pha

The offi cial election campaign is up and run-
ning with the big day set for September 7. 
The scene was set by Treasurer Chris Bowen 
last Friday with a mini-budget statement 
signalling the end of the mining boom and 
the economic “challenges” that lie ahead. 
“Challenges” is political spin for “crash” 
or “recession”.

Bowen, who had already lined up with the 
extreme Right in his callous and inhumane 
treatment of refugees as Immigration Minister, 
is now attempting to outdo the Coalition with 
a neo-liberal, austerity program. Just as the 
economy is heading towards recession, Bowen 
in his new role as Treasurer has produced a 
contractionary, pre-election mini-budget.

It is not the pre-election budget of the good 
old days with sweeteners for the electorate. Far 
from it. Bowen is determined to prove to the 
ratings agencies and big end of town that Labor 
can make the “tough” decisions required for 
“sound economic management”, even on the 
eve of an election. It remains to be seen whether 
it backfi res or delivers a few votes. It should, 
however, bring in a few more corporate dollars 
in political donations.

Over the past 18 months to two years 
Treasury has repeatedly written down fore-
casts of taxation revenue from individuals and 
companies as well as the rate of growth of the 
economy.

The latest write-downs in the Treasurer’s 
statement follow less than three months after 
those in the May Budget and are quite dramatic 
considering the short space of time.

“Lower than expected nominal GDP growth 
has had a major impact on expected tax receipts 
and other revenue, which have been revised 
down by $33 billion over the forward estimates,” 
Bowen said.

Bowen’s latest forecast (supplied by 
Treasury) is now 2.5 percent economic growth 
in 2014-15, down from 3.0 percent. In May, 
the unemployment forecast was 5.7 percent 
(700,000) for 2014-15; this has been revised 
upwards to 6.25 percent (close to 800,000). 
(Double those fi gures for a more accurate esti-
mate of un- and under-employed.)

But this does not prevent Bowen making 
another round of over-optimistic forecasts and 
talking up the economy: “Australia’s economic 
fundamentals remain strong and the outlook 
remains positive, with solid growth, moderate 
unemployment and contained infl ation.”

To address the “challenges”, the government 
has announced “$17.4 billion of responsible 
savings decisions to provide a pathway to 

expected surplus in 2016-17.” “Savings” is 
spin for “spending cuts”. It sounds softer and 
more responsible.

Most of the measures in the statement 
had been previously announced. They include 
four six-monthly increases of 12.5 percent in 
tobacco excise; a tightening of fringe benefi t 
tax exemption for company provided cars; 
and bringing forward the start of the emissions 
trading scheme.

The new big item was a 0.05 percent levy on 
all new bank deposits up to $250,000 to go into 
a special fund to cover customers when banks 
or other deposit-taking institutions collapse.

Shades of Cyprus?
The banks went through the motions of 

objecting to the levy and wasted no time in 
announcing they would  just pass it on to their 
customers. The 0.05 percent amounts to $5 
on savings of $10,000 and $50 on a $100,000 
deposit – in effect being taken out of people’s 
potential savings as the banks reduce interest 
rates by that amount.

“… what we’re doing is building a fund 

over time to make sure we’re protecting inves-
tors, mum and dad investors, people with bank 
accounts, if anything goes wrong with their 
bank,” Bowen told David Koch in an interview 
on Channel 7’s Sunrise program (2-08-2013).

“It’ll be quarantined from the rest of the 
Budget and just put aside in case there is ever 
a need with a bank getting into trouble in 
Australia – bank, a building society or a credit 
union. It hasn’t happened in Australia for quite a 
while, but we can’t be complacent. The Reserve 
Bank, APRA [Australian Prudential Regulatory 
Authority], ASIC [Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission], have all suggested 
to us that this is a good idea.”

There has been a general assumption by 
the public in Australia that bank savings are 
guaranteed by the government, or at least the 
government would come to the rescue if there 
was a crash. This has not always been the case. 
Savings in the Commonwealth Bank and the 
state banks prior to their privatisation were 
government guaranteed.

During the global fi nancial crisis the gov-
ernment provided banks and credit unions with 

indirect assistance, by introducing a scheme 
to guarantee deposits up to $1 million, later 
reduced to $250,000. This reduced the likelihood 
of a run on banks if the public became worried 
by developments.

The levy is an indicator that the govern-
ment is not prepared to fund future bailouts, 
possibly believing it does not have the resources 
to do so. After decades of privatisations it has 
considerably fewer assets to draw on and fewer 
sources of regular income from assets such as 
the Commonwealth Bank, Telstra, airports, etc, 
since their sell-off.

The funding of this protection, out of the 
pockets of people’s savings has strong parallels 
with Cyprus where people’s savings were raided 
to bail out the banks. The difference at this stage 
is the amount being put aside is relatively small, 
but it still sets a precedent, that people pay to 
guarantee their own savings, not the institutions 
that profi t from and lose their money.

It will take some years before the fund can 
build enough savings to be meaningful in a 
fi nancial crisis.

Continued on page 2
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PRESS FUND
Whatever happened to glasnost, that openness of government 
proclaimed by western powers while they conspired to destroy 
the Soviet Union? Last week Bradley Manning was convicted 
for having revealed shocking crimes concealed by the US, and 
whistleblower Edward Snowden was forced to seek refuge in 
Russia. In Australia the government prohibits journalists from 
photographing or interviewing asylum seekers, because they 
don’t want the public relating to them as fellow human beings. 
In contrast, the Guardian will be revealing everything it can on 
things this government and others don’t want you to know about. 
However, we need your Press Fund contributions, so please send 
us in something for the next edition. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors, as follows:
Peter Bannister $20, Bassam Daner $20, Mark Mannion $5, 
KG $50, “Round Figure” $15
This week’s total: $110 Progressive total: $5,180

Humanity and courage shine
In a recent interview with Tony Eastley on the ABC AM radio 

program (July 31), WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange called for the 
guilty verdict against the courageous whistleblower Bradley Manning 
to be reversed. “The only just outcome in this case was an acquittal 
because of the types of charges levied against Bradley Manning,” 
Assange told Eastley. “This is the fi rst time that a whistleblower in 
the United States has been convicted for espionage for communicat-
ing with the press. That’s a serious new precedent and that’s part of 
Obama’s war on whistleblowers, part of Obama’s war on journalism 
in fact.”

The former intelligence analyst Bradley Manning was convicted 
by a military court of 20 of 22 charges for sending hundreds of 
thousands of government and diplomatic secrets to WikiLeaks. He 
awaits sentencing. Manning was, however, found not guilty of aiding 
the enemy, which alone could have meant life in prison without parole. 
Reporters Without Borders said the verdict was a chilling warning 
to whistleblowers, “against whom the Obama administration has 
been waging an unprecedented offensive,” and threatens the future 
of investigative journalism because intimidated sources might fall 
quiet. If the charge of aiding the enemy had been proven, the verdict 
would have had even more serious ramifi cations for future leak cases 
and investigative journalism.

Material leaked by Manning and Edward Snowden through 
WikiLeaks has caused the US considerable embarrassment. There 
is no evidence that it has threatened its security. Following Snowden’s 
revelations, the European Parliament launched an inquiry into US 
surveillance programs, including the mass surveillance program 
PRISM and the bugging of EU offi ces in Brussels, Washington and 
New York. At present Snowden has a temporary Russian visa with 
Ecuador, Venezuela and several other Latin American countries of-
fering to receive him. The diffi culty is fi nding a safe route out of 
Russia without risk of being handed over to the US.

The treatment of Manning confi rms the dangers and injustice that 
await Snowden and Assange if they are turned over to US authorities. 
“I am disgusted by the conduct of the Barack Obama administration. 
Personally in relation to Bradley, well, he’s someone I have a lot of 
sympathy for. He’s been in solitary confi nement. He was treated in a 
very adverse manner. The UN Special Rapporteur for torture made 
a formal fi nding against the United States,” Assange said. Snowden 
is the eighth leaker to be charged with espionage under President 
Obama.

In a statement made on his fi rst anniversary (June 22) in the 
Ecuadoran Embassy in London, Assange asked: “Who is it that 
promised to preside over The Most Transparent Administration in 
history, only to crush whistleblower after whistleblower with the 
boot heel of espionage charges? Who combined in his executive the 
powers of judge, jury and executioner, and claimed the jurisdiction 
of the entire earth on which to exercise those powers? Who arrogates 
the power to spy on the entire earth – every single one of us – and 
when he is caught red handed, explains to us that ‘we’re going to 
have to make a choice?’”

We all know the answer to those questions, yet it is the whistle 
blowers, the defenders of humanity who are labelled as traitors, 
charged with espionage. Assange points the way forward: “The only 
way to fi x things is this: Change the policies. Stop spying on the 
world. Eradicate secret law. Cease indefi nite detention without trial. 
Stop assassinating people. Stop invading other countries and send-
ing young Americans off to kill and be killed. Stop the occupations, 
and discontinue the secret wars. Stop eating the young: Edward 
Snowden, Barrett Brown, Jeremy Hammond, Aaron Swartz, Gottfrid 
Svartholm, Jacob Appelbaum, and Bradley Manning. The charging 
of Edward Snowden is intended to intimidate any country that might 
be considering standing up for his rights. That tactic must not be 
allowed to work.”

These whistleblowers lifted the lid on the real enemies of the 
people  – the Obama administration, the mighty war machine, the 
intelligence agencies and the internet services giants for their blatant 
and ongoing breaches of international law and crimes against human-
ity. But who has been charged with spying? Who else faces charges 
of spying if deported to the US? The courageous whistleblowers who 
have done a service to humanity. People’s justice is long overdue. 
Time to charge those laying the charges. 

Guessing Comp for CPA 12th Congress
1st prize . . . Rare print by Len Gale
2nd prize  . . Cartoon by Gerardo Hernandez
3rd prize . . . $50 party bookshop voucher

For tickets phone 02 9699 8844 or info@cpa.org.au

Butts to be returned to CPA 74 Buckingham St Surry Hills NSW 2010 by August 19, 2013.
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3 for $5
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Up to now banks have been 
required to hold a certain level of 
reserves to cover emergencies. It begs 
the question as to whether a certain 
percentage of those reserves should 
be held by the government to cover 
crashes.

Australia joins a number of other 
countries in setting up a central fund 
for bailing out savings institutions. 
It is clear that the OECD, IMF and 
other international bodies are con-
cerned about the stability of the global 
fi nancial system.

Crisis looming
Europe is by no means out of the 

woods. The harsh austerity measures 
imposed in Greece, Cyprus, Spain 
and elsewhere are highly contrac-
tionary. Sacking thousands of public 
servants, halving pensions, reducing 
wages, etc, not only drives people 
into poverty, but means they have 
far less to spend. Sales go down, 
businesses go bankrupt and more 
workers are sacked.

What happens when the loans 
come up for renewal or can’t be 
repaid? More austerity measures?

The Australian media have raised 
concerns about the recent decline in 
the rate of growth of the Chinese 
economy and the stability of its 
shadow fi nancial system. While such 
concerns are highly speculative, they 
do refl ect concerns about the stability 
of the fi nancial system that are felt 
in Treasury.

With unemployment on the rise, 
and thousands of workers being 
sacked every week, the economy 
needs stimulating, not contractionary 
austerity measures. The people on the 
receiving end of these cuts need more 
money in their pockets, not less.

The government is preparing for 
a crash in the economy which has all 
the makings of a crisis of overproduc-
tion – as in more goods and services 
available than can be purchased. This 
is not because they are not wanted or 
needed; it is because people do not 
have enough money to purchase them.

Its response is a dose of austerity, 
of contractionary measures with the 
aim of shoring up profi ts, regardless of 
the consequences for people. It might 
help profi ts in the short-term but it 
will also help to bring on a recession 
and even deepen it.

A dose of austerity

To not make these cuts, “would 
be to accept a policy of excessive 
austerity that would exacerbate, not 
mitigate, the economic challenges 
Australia faces and it would hurt 
businesses, households and the 
nation’s future prosperity,” Bowen 
claims.

So we are being given a dose 
of “austerity”, but not “excessive 
austerity”. It depends who you are. If 
you are a single parent, a pensioner, 
on the dole or homeless, the failure 
to raise incomes and increase fund-
ing for public housing and health 
services, amounts to “excessive 
austerity”.

This is the major fl aw in the 
economic statement, that it is not 
expansionary, and in particular, does 
not increase the incomes of those 
most in need.

 As for bank deposits, the best 
protection would be through the crea-
tion of a government guaranteed and 
owned People’s Bank with a strong 
social charter and non-speculative 
investment in social projects and 
public infrastructure. 

Sydney

Nagasaki Day – August 9
“The Elephant in the Palais Des Nations – 

The UN, Nuclear Weapons and Human Survival”
4pm-5.30pm

Centre for Peace and Confl ict Studies (CPACS)
Sydney Uni, Mackie Building (opposite Footbridge Theatre) Seminar Room

Professor Peter King and John Hallam
(Peter and John have recently returned from nuclear disarmament talks in Geneva).

Inquiries: John Hallam 0416 500 793 johnhallam2011@yahoo.com.au

A Japanese dance group performs on Hiroshima Day in Sydney’s Hyde Park. (Photo: Tom Pearson)
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Peter Mac

Last week the NSW Independent 
Commission Against Corruption 
(ICAC) brought down three 
damning reports into corruption 
within former Labor governments 
in NSW. The reports are based on 
one of the most intensive corrup-
tion investigations in Australian 
legal history.

The inquiry found that former 
mining minister Ian MacDonald and 
Eddie Obeid, former MP and leader 
of the dominant right-wing faction in 
the NSW parliament, and Obeid’s son 
Moses had all acted corruptly with 
regard to the creation of a series of 
mining tenements over land at Mount 
Penny near Mudgee in the NSW 
Hunter Valley.

The land included most of 
Cherrydale, a farm belonging to Obeid 
and his family, as well as parts of 
adjacent properties partly-owned by 
Obeid and others.

The Obeids are already receiving 
$30,000 per month for access to the 
properties. For the sale of the min-
ing rights to Cascade, Obeid’s fi rm 
received $60 million, comprising a 
25 percent stake in Cascade and a 
$30 million payment. They could 
also receive up to $100 million if the 
O’Farrell government grants a mining 
licence to Cascade.

MacDonald, known as “Sir 
Lunchalot” for his lavish wheel-
ing and dealing dining habits, was 
also found to be corrupt for having 
received the services of a prostitute 
in exchange for having provided 
introductions between businessman 
Ron Medich and mining company 
representatives. Medich and his 
offsider Lucky Gatellari were also 
found to be corrupt for arranging the 
prostitute’s services.

The Mount Penny tenements 
were purchased from the Obeids 
by Cascade Coal, a company in 
which Obeid is a shareholder. 
Other major shareholders included 
Travers Duncan, John Kinghorn, 
Richard Poole, John McGuigan 
and John Atkinson, all of whom 
who were found by ICAC to have 
misled officials about the Obeid 
family’s involvement in the Mt 
Penny purchase. Several of them 
were also directors of White Energy, 

a publicly-listed company that tried 
to buy Cascade Coal but were forced 
to withdraw.

The Commission has recom-
mended that the NSW Department 
of Public Prosecutions (DPP) should 
lay charges against all of those found 
to have acted corruptly, except for 
Gatellari. Former NSW treasurer Eric 
Roozendaal was cleared of corrup-
tion charges because of insuffi cient 
evidence.

It is not clear whether the 
O’Farrell government will act to 
invalidate the Mt Penny tenement, 
deny Cascade coal the right to mine, 
or take action to recover any of the 
profi ts that Obeid has received from 
the deal.

Cascade has a licence to carry out 
exploration for coal. It lodged a min-
ing application in 2010, but this has 
not yet been approved. The O’Farrell 
government could reject Cascade’s 
application to mine, but has given no 
indication that it will do so.

The government has said that 
before it takes any action it will fi rst 
have to consider the evidence from the 
ICAC inquiry hearings. Meanwhile, 
Obeid and MacDonald have stated 
they will seek a judicial review in 
order to appeal against the fi ndings.

The ICAC is now conducting a 
second inquiry into matters concern-
ing former Labor ministers Michael 
Costa, Tony Kelly and Joe Tripodi, 
and their relationship with the fi rm 
Australian Water Holdings, (AWH) in 
which Obeid has a fi nancial interest.

AWH carries out major works 
for Sydney Water, and at one stage it 
appeared that the fi rm would succeed 
in a bid to take over a privatised part 
of Sydney Water’s operations. That 
would also have been of considerable 
fi nancial benefi t to Obeid.

The corporate culprits
Obeid became known as “He who 

must be obeyed”. One of the few MPs 
to take him on was former Premier 
Nathan Rees, who bitterly denounced 
Obeid and Joe Tripodi, and was then 
ousted from power.

Apart from angry denunciations 
of the Fairfax journalists who were 
attempting to fi nd out the truth about 
his business dealings, the subjects of 
his few parliamentary speeches were 
almost solely concerned with matters 

in which he had a real or potential 
fi nancial interest.

Obeid saw nothing wrong in a sit-
uation where he wielded enormously 
disproportionate power from his small 
offi ce (Room 1122) in State parlia-
ment. He was only a backbencher, yet 
his skill at manipulating obligations 
resulted in an ability to ensure not 
only ministerial appointments but 
even the position of state premier for 
those he favoured.

When interviewed after some of 
his former parliamentary colleagues 
had testified against him, Obeid 
angrily declared that they had no right 
to have done so because he had given 
them their ministerial positions.

That and other statements have 
revealed a mindset in which honesty, 
capability and a commitment to the 
welfare of ordinary Australians didn’t 
rate a mention, whereas  patronage, 
bribery, favouritism and mutual 
backstabbing, with a view to amass-
ing personal wealth, were seen as the 
natural order of things.

Although attention has focused on 
Obeid and his cohorts, corruption is 

not limited to the Labor Party.  Like 
the Fitzgerald inquiry into the rule of 
the former Bjelke-Petersen govern-
ment in Queensland in the 1990s, 
the ICAC inquiry is already proving 
to have major implications for all 
Australian political parties and their 
relationship with the corporate world.

Last week the O’Farrell govern-
ment was forced to terminate the 
appointment of one senior minister 
for not declaring “a confl ict of inter-
est”. This is undoubtedly the tip of 
the iceberg. One of the big differ-
ences between the Liberals and the 
Labor right wing is that the Liberals 
are far more careful to conceal their 

ambitions and to avoid the blatant 
proclamations of entitlement to power, 
such as Obeid’s denunciation of those 
who testifi ed against him in the ICAC 
hearings.

But above all, the responsibility 
for the corruption revealed by the 
ICAC is shared between Obeid and 
his corhorts on the one hand, and the 
corporations involved on the other. 
But even more importantly, we must 
introduce a more humane and inher-
ently honest political economy if we 
really want to tackle the injustice, 
corruption and greed which breeds 
like a malignant growth under 
capitalism. 

Australia

Deep implications of 
NSW corruption inquiry

Eddie Obeid arriving at ICAC hearings.
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Myth: Australia takes in more 
than its fair share of asylum seekers.

Fact: Contrary to what the media 
and many politicians are saying, 
Australia is not being “swamped” by 
asylum seekers.

Myth: “Boat people” are swamp-
ing our shores.

Fact: The vast majority of asy-
lum seekers arrive in Australia by 
air. There is also data to suggest that 
people who arrive by boat are more 
likely to be legitimate refugees.

 There have also been hoax 
e-mails, which claim that that “ille-
gal” immigrants and refugees receive 
higher rates of payment under a 
number of Centrelink programs.

Myth: Refugees can receive 
social security payments simply 
because they are refugees.

Fact: A refugee who has perma-
nent residency in Australia receives 
exactly the same social security 
benefi t as any Australian-born person 
in the same circumstances. Refugees 
apply for social security through 
Centrelink like everyone else and 
are assessed for the different pay-
ment options in the same way as 
everyone else. There are no separate 
Centrelink allowances that one can 
receive simply by virtue of being a 
refugee, nor do refugees receive cash 
payments under either the Integrated 
Humanitarian Settlement Strategy 
(IHSS) or the Settlement Grants 
Program (SGP).

Myth: Refugees receive higher 
rates of payment under Centrelink 

programs than age pensioners or other 
Australians. 

Fact: Centrelink payments are 
calculated at exactly the same rate 
for both refugees and non-refugees.

Myth: Asylum seekers can 
receive Centrelink payments.

Fact: Asylum seekers are not 
entitled to the same forms of fi nancial 
support as citizens or permanent resi-
dents. The Asylum Seeker Assistance 
(ASA) Scheme provides assistance to 
eligible asylum seekers who are in the 
process of having their refugee status 
determined. The ASA Scheme offers 
income support to cover basic living 
expenses, paid at 89 percent of the 
Centrelink Special Benefi t.

Myth: Immigrants can receive 
Centrelink payments. 

Fact: In general, only Australian 
citizens and permanent residents can 
receive social security payments from 
Centrelink and immigrants would 
certainly not be entitled to such sup-
port. It is also factually incorrect to 
refer to either refugees or asylum 
seekers as “illegal immigrants”. 
Recognised refugees in Australia by 
defi nition hold either a Refugee Visa 
or a Protection Visa, both of which 
entitle the holder to permanent resi-
dency. Asylum seekers – regardless 
of how they arrive in Australia – are 
permitted under Australian and inter-
national law to enter Australia for the 
purpose of seeking asylum. Therefore 
asylum seekers have not broken any 
law and should not be referred to as 
“illegal”. 

Australia & asylum seekers

The myths and the facts

In Sydney, one of the many rallies opposing Rudd’s “PNG solution” that were held around Australia. 
(Photo: Tom Pearson)

PNG “solution” cruel, 
unworkable

Union slams ALP plan to cut 
5000 public sector jobs

Despite the fi rst transfer of asylum 
seekers to Manus Island, Kevin 
Rudd’s PNG Solution remains 
unworkable and untenable, says 
the Refugee Action Coalition.

“Tony Burke is putting on a 
brave face, but the PNG Solution 
gets more impossible with each 
passing day,” said Ian Rintoul, 
spokesperson for the Refugee 
Action Coalition.

“There is no way to build a 
facility that can safely accommo-
date single men, let alone ever have 
facilities that would ever enable 
families or children to be sent there.

“Tony Burke cannot even 
overcome the threat of malaria that 
makes Manus Island unsafe for 
pregnant women and children. The 

fi rst case of malaria among workers 
at the detention centre has just been 
diagnosed. Families were evacuated 
from Manus Island weeks before 
the PNG Solution was announced 
because Manus Island is unsafe. 
Most of the single men had also 
been transferred to Christmas Island 
before the PNG Solution.”

Rintoul said that as every day 
passes, the PNG government is 
more reserved and less committed 
to providing an enduring resettle-
ment solution. PNG has no heart 
for the PNG solution. He noted that 
the government is only commit-
ted to the PNG Solution as long as 
they don’t really have to process or 
resettle anyone.

“The PNG government has had 

10 months to establish processing 
procedures but there are none. After 
mass protests on Manus Island ear-
lier this year, processing was meant 
to start in March, but nothing has 
happened.

“No amount of ‘tough trans-
fers’ can hide the fact that the PNG 
Solution is doomed. Already more 
asylum seekers have arrived than 
could possibly be sent to even an 
expanded Manus Island centre.

“The government continues 
to victimise a small number of 
asylum seekers in the hope it will 
gain some electoral advantage. 
But opposition to the PNG solu-
tion is growing in Australia just 
as surely as the PNG Solution is 
unravelling.” 

The Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) has condemned fed-
eral government plans announced 
last week to increase the “effi ciency 
dividend” imposed on federal 
government agencies from 1.25% 
to 2.25% for three years from 
2014/15.

According to the CPSU the $1.8 
billion cut could lead to over 5,000* 
job losses and put further pressure on 
public services already suffering from 
previous cuts.

The CPSU Executive met and 
decided to suspend all federal election 
campaigning ahead of a crisis meeting 
on August 5.

CPSU national secretary Nadine 
Flood said; “The CPSU totally 

opposes this decision. It’s bad for 
public sector workers and it’s bad for 
the eight million Australians who rely 
on the services they deliver.

“Years of cuts like this have done 
major damage to services and lead to 
massive backlogs such as 425,000 
unprocessed Centrelink debts. The 
Department of Human Services has 
lost close to 4,000 jobs since 2011 
while the demand for services has 
increased. For the government to 
claim these cuts will improve services 
and productivity is frankly insulting 
to staff.

“We are calling on the govern-
ment to reconsider this awful decision.

“What politicians forget is that 
public sector workers are real people 

with families, mortgages and bills. 
If any other industry announced it 
was cutting thousands of jobs there 
would be a national outcry. Yet our 
politicians seem to be engaged in a 
perverse bidding war to see who can 
cut the deepest.

“The Coalition’s plan to cut 
12,000 to 20,000 public sector jobs 
may be worse, but that’s little conso-
lation for public sector workers who 
expect the ALP to provide a positive 
alternative to the Liberals ‘slash and 
burn’. This decision is a slap in the 
face,” said Ms Flood.
*Based on Federal Budget figures 
and average Australian Public 
Service salaries and on-costs. 

No to dredging 
the Reef
Louise Matthiesson*

The appointment of new Minister 
for the Environment and Climate 
Change Mark Butler comes at a 
critical time for the planet. One of 
his very fi rst decisions is whether 
or not to let port companies tear 
up the seabed inside the Great 
Barrier Reef to make way for more 
monster coal export ships.

He’s already told us that he takes 
the future of the Reef seriously: 
Minister Butler will personally make 
a decision within weeks whether to let 
the dredging ships in. It’s no surprise 
dredging at Abbot Point has been 
labelled “one of the most controversial 
environmental matters” in Australia 
right now. New research has found 
that mud stirred up during dredging 
lingers longer and travels further in 
the ocean than originally estimated. 
This would smother to death even 
more coral and marine life.

Mark Butler is under pressure 
from coal port developers to hand 
down a decision that opens the gates 
to destroying Australia’s biggest 
natural icon. That’s why we need to 
rise up together, fi ght back against 
the cashed-up coal industry and take 
a stand for our Great Barrier Reef and 
for the climate!

The global Greenpeace movement 
has been working for years to protect 
the Great Barrier Reef. We should be 
proud of all we’ve achieved in this 
time. Last week I hand delivered to 
Mark Butler the names of 88,000 
Greenpeace supporters who want 
the Reef protected from damaging 
coal port developments and climate 
change. The pressure we’re generating 
on decision makers and coal compa-
nies is making investors nervous to 
fund these risky projects.

The truth is simple: if the rate of 
coal exports from Australia continues 
as planned, climate change will be 
pushed far beyond the point of no 
return.

Coal companies are using all 
kinds of dirty tricks to ram through 
approvals for destructive coal projects. 
These companies are hiring expensive 
lobbyists to push their money-driven 
agenda on our politicians, even though 
some of them are being investigated 
over false claims made in their envi-
ronmental statements.
*Louise Matthiesson is 
Queensland Community 
Campaigner, Greenpeace 
Australia Pacific 
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A new study has demonstrated that 
the rapid thawing of permafrost 
in the East Siberian Ice Shelf has 
already led to the release of huge 
volumes of methane – a particu-
larly troublesome greenhouse gas. 
Warming seas are also giving off 
the gas from previously frozen 
reserves estimated to contain 50 
million tonnes. The journal Nature 
used the method deployed in the 
British Stern review several years 
ago to calculate that the pivotal 
temperature rise of 2 degrees above 
pre-industrial levels will be with 
us by 2035, not 2040. The damage 
bill from rising sea levels, storms 
and heat is estimated to reach $65 
trillion or about 80 percent of the 
entire global economy last year.

The North Pole is now a tempo-
rary lake. Temperatures in the region 
are between one and three degrees 
above normal this month. Permafrost 
in areas of Antarctica is melting at ten 
times the historical average. Given 
the immensity of these challenges, 
you would think the corporate media 
would be talking about little else. 

Election campaigns should logically 
be dominated by discussion of pro-
grams for how to tackle this threat 
to the very future of life on Earth. 
You could think that but you would 
be wrong.

Federal election
Kevin Rudd gave the fi rst indica-

tion of Labor’s post-Gillard trajectory 
on climate change. The Coalition and 
the media hounded the former PM 
about her carbon tax deal with the 
Greens in the wake of her pre-election 
pledge not to introduce one. Rudd’s 
announcement that the tax would be 
replaced by an Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) in mid-2014 is not the 
fulfi lment of an ambitious program 
to tackle emissions. It’s a piece of 
political opportunism that will appeal 
to the corporate sector.

Europe’s carbon price – the 
market to which Australia’s would 
be linked – is currently about $6 
per tonne. Rudd hopes to neutralise 
criticism that Australia’s carbon price 
of $24 per tonne is too onerous on 
local business. The fact that the worst 
polluters in the country were given 
exemptions and compensation did not 

blunt the attacks from big business, 
determined to squeeze every cent of 
profi t from their Australian operations. 
They won the “debate” carried on 
above the heads of the public.

Having tasted blood, corporate 
interests are keen to press on to 
further “victories”. Energy Australia 
and Origin Energy want reductions 
to the Renewable Energy Target of 
20 percent of energy from renewable 
sources by 2020. They say the move 
to the ETS will make investment 
in wind power, for example, unat-
tractive. Wind power fi rms smell a 
rat. Richard Farrell of Infi gen was 
quoted in The Australian Financial 
Review that profi ts are behind the 
latest “concerns” by the traditional 
energy companies. “The increase of 
renewable energy with its free fuel 
drags down the average wholesale 
cost of energy, and reduces the profi ts 
for owners of coal-fi red plants and gas 
turbines,” he said.

The “alternative”
The performance of Australian 

governments in response to the cli-
mate emergency has been woeful. The 
“alternative” on offer by the Coalition 

would be worse. Opposition leader 
Tony Abbott is a climate change 
denier despite his recent squirming 
on the matter. He recently referred 
to Rudd’s ETS as “a so-called market 
in the non-delivery of an invisible 
substance to no one.” The scepticism 
about market mechanisms to cure 
problems thrown up by monopoly-
dominated markets is warranted but 
that’s not what he was complaining 
about. The one-liner contains the 
disturbingly ignorant thought that 
“what you can’t see can’t hurt you”.

Abbott’s Direct Action Plan is a 
return to the largely voluntary gestures 
trotted out under Howard. None of the 
authorities on the issue believe it will 
deliver even the very weak current 
carbon emissions reduction target of 
5 percent of 2000 levels by 2020. He 
is trying to keep hip-pocket voters 
onside with promises to maintain the 
carbon tax compensation established 
under Gillard while axing the tax 
and scuttling the ETS. He says he 
is so committed to this that if the 
Coalition doesn’t gain control of the 
Senate and his measures are thwarted 
in the Upper House, that he will call 
a double dissolution election on the 

question. We’ll see, but the determina-
tion to fi ddle while the environment 
is burning should be well and truly 
noted.

Solutions
Solutions are too slow in coming. 

Heedless, profi t-driven capitalism is at 
the core of the climate change crisis 
but none of the major parliamentary 
players are going to address that 
monster. A strong vote for the Greens 
at the September 7 poll, particularly 
in the Senate, could place a bit of a 
handbrake on the worst of the dam-
aging legislation already being fore-
shadowed by Labor and the Coalition.

But that’s not enough. Technology 
is not the problem. It is a problem of 
political will and leadership. Until a 
strong alliance of left and progressive 
forces is built with powerful support 
in the community, the people of 
Australia will continue to be bystand-
ers on the issue of climate change 
and many other questions vital to 
their present and future well being. 
We won’t get an anti-capitalist, anti-
imperialist, pro-people government 
at the federal election but it has got 
to be our goal. 

Planet can’t afford capitalism

The 24th State Conference of the 
Communist Party of Australia 
in South Australia took place 
recently in a spirit of unity and 
optimism. An event to toast the 
success of the Conference and 
the upcoming 12th Congress of 
the Party was held following the 
meeting. Representatives of the 
Greens, Socialist Alliance, Spirit 
of Eureka, Left Unity and the 
FMLN of El Salvador spoke in 
support of the work of the State 
Committee of the Party and the 
political demands of the CPA for 
social justice in Australia.

The Conference was special for 
members in South Australia because 
they had the opportunity to recog-
nise the enormous contribution to 
the Party of comrade Alan Miller. 
Visiting representative from the 
Central Committee, Anna Pha, made 
a presentation to Alan of an album 
of photographs showing his leading 
role in the Party over many decades. 
Members shared recollections of their 
joint activity with Alan and applauded 
an entire life devoted to the cause 
of socialism and Communism in 
Australia. 

A special tribute

Photo: Dan Crosbie
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Victor Grossman

BERLIN: Two elements threatened the 
congress of The Left Party in Dresden last 
month. One was water; the river Elbe, whose 
fl oodwaters reached almost to the terrace 
just outside the congress hall. As congress 
co-president Katja Kipping reported: “Two 
weeks ago we didn’t know if we could get 
to this meeting without rubber dinghies!”

The other menacing element, but only 
fi guratively, was fi re. The media, true to form, 
searched out anything that might spark a confl ict 
among the delegates or cause controversy they 
could exploit in the national arena. Last year, in 
this vein, they focused on Oskar Lafontaine, the 
former Social Democratic leader who became 
a stalwart of The Left Party, which, although it 
unites easterners and westerners, traces its line-
age back to the Party for Democratic Socialism, 
which in turn came out of the Socialist Unity 
Party, the ruling party of the German Democratic 
Republic (East Germany).

The issue for the media around Lafontaine 
last year was his call for elimination of the euro, 
which he saw as an impediment to the heal-
ing of Europe’s economic crisis. His proposal 
brought no applause from others in the party, 
and no media bellows – or bellowing – could 
turn it into a fi re.

This year Oskar, now 69, has lost much of 
his wonderful charisma and political weight and 
he did not even address the convention.

But others did! And their speeches had real 
fi re to them!

Two were on TV, and for viewers it was 
reportedly diffi cult to stay seated on their 
couches. After years of losing ground as one 
wing of The Left fl apped against the other, 
the party united this time around some strong 
planks.

There were 15 hours of debate without the 
anger, the sharp jibes and the hard battle lines 
of the past. The 550 delegates, with only a 
few abstentions and fi ve “no” votes, approved 
an election program. The campaign for the 
September 22 elections was launched in earnest 
with three very notable speeches.

The Left Party speakers all challenged 
statements by the two other opposition parties, 
the Social Democrats and the Greens, that they 
would not accept even limited support by The 
Left in forming a government; they would rather 
join Merkel’s right-wing Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) or the even further-right Free 
Democrats (FDP).

The Left speakers turned the tables on the 
Social Democrats and the Greens. They said 
The Left Party was the one in the position of 
not being able to join any alliance unless the 
Social Democrats and the Greens changed some 
of their positions.

Despite some left-sounding electioneering, 
The Left party speakers noted, major parts of 
the programs of the Social Democrats and the 
Greens are indistinguishable from the program 
of the Christian Democrats.

The Left Party Congress Co-President 
Berndt Riexinger, previously a militant West 
German union leader, started with the day’s 
news: “Evidently a new reason for war in Syria 
is being dredged up. We saw that ten years ago 
when alleged chemical weapons were used to 
justify a war. That gives me every reason to say: 
Hands off Syria! No military involvement, no 

intervention! Our message is clear: peace. The 
federal government must support all initiatives 
for a multilateral peaceful solution. All partici-
pants must sit down at one table. And all of the 
Patriot rocket launchers must be removed from 
the region.”

Close ties 
with union members

Riexinger also urged close ties with union 
members – something not stressed enough by 
The Left in the past: “As a union man I say 
that no path can dodge the issue of decreasing 
employment ... It was a blunder for the unions 
to brush this important project aside. It’s an 
impossible situation when some people work 
much too hard, get burned out and break under 
constant stress while others have no work or are 
pushed into mini-jobs ...

“For Angela Merkel things are simple. She 
has stated very clearly: there should be no tax 
increases for the wealthy, no, not with her. She 
has made the decision. Sharp and clear. Her 
camp is that of the upper ten percent of the 
population.”

Riexinger attacked Merkel’s frequent 
boast that Germany has been able to beat out 
the economic storm: “For millions that is not 
the case. They have not nicely weathered the 
crisis. Ten million people have to work in the 
low wage sector. More than four million earn 
less than seven euros an hour before taxes. One 
and a half million don’t even make fi ve euros 
... Many of these are in the retail fi eld, where 
employers have annulled all contracts. They 
want to blackmail the union ... The owners of 
the top discount retail nets, all on the list of the 
ten wealthiest Germans, want to pauperise their 
employees. But these – mostly militant women – 
are fi ghting back. And our place is on the side of 
those who walk out to fi ght such policies. Also 
those in Madrid, in Athens and especially these 
days on Taksim Square in Turkey. The Left is 
the party of international solidarity.”

The other co-president, Katja Kipping, 
comes from Dresden: “I’m glad the congress is 
here, this is my election district. My daughter’s 
favourite swing is on a playground near here. 
Dresden is a beautiful city but, admittedly, 
it has a conservative reputation, the CDU is 
strong here. I can assure you however that we 
are working to change that. Things are happen-
ing.” And she told of the initiative of The Left 
in a successful referendum campaign to prevent 
city hospitals from being privatised.

She voiced the sympathy of the congress for 
the many thousands who have suffered disas-
trously in recent weeks because of the weather.

“When we speak about the fl ood, we must 
of course speak about quick assistance, but also 
about how such destruction can be prevented 
in future ... ”

She, too, took a swipe at Angela Merkel’s 
European economic policy and its implicit blame 
on allegedly “wasteful” or “spoiled” people in 
the southern countries.

“The Black-Yellow government (in com-
mon political shorthand the colour of the CDU 
is black; that of its partner FDP is yellow) tries 
to convince us that we are being forced to pay 
for the debts of the Greeks, the Spanish and the 
others. But we know that there is no confl ict 
between the different nationalities, the confl ict 
is always between those on top and those down 

below, and a nurse in Athens, who works under 
very diffi cult conditions, gets to see nothing at 
all from these rescue packages.”

She also examined the position of the 
Green party.

“The Greens were once part of the peace 
movement. Today they are very eager when 
it comes to making war. We get constant new 
surprises. When Foreign Minister Westerwelle 
acted sensibly during the Libyan confl ict, the 
Greens demanded instead that we join in the 
battle. With such a switch by this party from 
green to olive drab green we can really be glad 
that none of them were foreign minister ... ”

Kipping also hammered at the wage gap 
when she discussed the economy.

“The chairman of the board of the Bayer 
pharmaceutical concern gets paid 91 times as 
much as a nurse who also is on night shifts. 
Ninety-one times as much! Can anyone really 
merit 91 times as much as a nurse? I think not!”

More than just 
a good speaker

Kipping has a history of much more than 
just good speech making. Those at the congress 
were proud that the party co-president, with sev-
eral Bundestag members, had been in the middle 
of the recent “Blockupy the banks” parade in 
Frankfurt and had tried vainly to prevent the 

very brutal police attacks on the demonstrators. 
She mentioned the event in her speech.

“Blockupy 2013 is not only a story of police 
repression but also of solidarity. The police 
wanted to split up the demonstration but all 
participants remained united, from the group 
opposed to air fl ight noise to the feminists, to 
those of us from The Left, from members of the 
Metal Workers Union to the anarchists – we all 
stuck together. Yes, the Blockupy demonstra-
tion showed the mosaic character of the left, its 
multiplicity in breadth and variety. We too were 
part of this. And our joy about this togetherness 
cannot be destroyed by any police attack in the 
world – not by any pepper spray ... ”

In the last of this trio of three keynote 
speeches, Gregor Gysi, leading founder of the 
party, head of The Left caucus in the Bundestag 
and a popular speaker well outside the ranks 
of his party, took a look at some still very con-
troversial questions involving past and future:

“State socialism foundered, but that does 
not mean that the GDR had no achievements. 
I need only mention the chances for women to 
work and to qualify for better jobs, the child 
care, education, where there were unfortunately 
political limitations but never any fi nancial ones, 
the all-round medical polyclinics, the chance 
to get both a college preparatory diploma and 
full apprenticeship training. And I fi nd that we 
should learn at last to point to these with self-
confi dence and without always creeping away 
from the matter ...

“Why have I remained a socialist? Because 
capitalism causes wars, it lives from wars, and 
will continue to do so as long as profi ts can be 
made from wars. Economic interests are basic 
to every war. I oppose this and that is why 
I want a democratic socialism. And because 
capitalism does not establish social justice, it 
always tends instead to concentrate wealth in a 
few hands and spread poverty. Because capital-
ism cannot establish ecological sustainability 
and because, of the 70 million who die on our 
earth every year, 18 million die of hunger. Even 
though world agriculture is capable of feeding 
the population twice over, 18 million die of 
hunger. Why isn’t capitalism even able to feed 

Soldiers work at a dike in the city of Magdeburg, eastern Germany, where the Elbe river has fl ooded and burs

Germany: Left Party deals with 
water, fi re, air and dirt

“Why have I remained a socialist? 
Because capitalism causes wars, it lives from wars, 
and will continue to do so as long as profits can be 
made from wars. Economic interests are basic to 
every war. I oppose this and that is why 
I want a democratic socialism.”
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the world population – I cannot understand this. 
And that is why we want to transform society 
and achieve a democratic socialism ... ”

Turning to election issues, Gysi pointed 
out how important opposition from The Left 
had been: “We placed the question of an all-
inclusive legal minimum wage on the agenda 
of the republic. It was we who pushed themes 
like justice in taxation. We are neither a tax-
raising party nor a tax-cutting party. We are a 
party of tax justice ... We put the subjects of 
controlling rent, of holding down electricity 
costs, of universal health insurance, of com-
bating old age poverty, of withdrawing troops 
from Afghanistan – we put all of them on the 
agenda, and wherever you look, you see how we 
forced the others into motion and to copy our 
proposals. We shouldn’t complain about that, it 
was a success if the others were forced to copy 
from us – and we must now keep pushing, that 
is our task ...

“The stronger The Left becomes the greater 
chance we have to turn majorities in the think-
ing of the population into political majorities 
and then go on to fi ght for further demands. 
That holds true for the fi ght against any mili-
tary involvement of the armed forces, against 
poverty in old age, on a minimum wage law, 
justice in taxation, medical insurance, equal 
pay and equal pensions for men and women in 
East and West.”

Gysi listed 20 major demands on the elec-
tion platform and set, as a goal for the September 
22 vote, a result in the two-digit range.

Four years ago the ability of The Left to 
win nearly 12 percent of the vote gave the 
other political parties a great shock. At present 
the polls wobble between six and nine percent 
for The Left.

The politicians of the four established par-
ties (the CDU, the SPD, the FDP and the Greens) 
will try to keep people from learning about the 
program of The Left Party.

If the three powerful speeches given at 
The Left Party congress can be followed by an 
equally vigorous election campaign, that two-
digit goal may actually be reached.
People’s World 

Magazine

st through a dam.

Barry Kearney

August 9, 1971: this date is fi rmly etched in 
the minds of many people in the Occupied 
Six Counties of Ireland. It is the date of 
the start of “Operation Demetrius”, more 
commonly known as the start of internment.

Internment without trial in the Six 
Counties started on August 9, 1971. It was 
the Stormont government’s military response 
to a popular uprising against a politi-
cally bankrupt unionist regime. Operation 
Demetrius saw thousands of British soldiers 
descend on nationalists areas, kick their way 
into homes and drag hundreds of men away 
to be incarcerated in prison camps without 
charge or trial.

The message of internment to northern 
nationalists was clear: the Stormont regime 
and Westminster were not interested in fi nd-
ing a political solution to the crisis situation 
in the north. The unionist regime opted for 
military repression in line with the military 
mindset that was the cornerstone of the 
British and unionist governments’ strategy for 
dealing with northern nationalist aspirations 
for progressive change. 

What a lot of people don’t realise is that 
this is also the date on which a murderous 
spree, conducted by the parachute regiment 
of the British Army, commenced and fi nished 
three days later on August 11. During this 
three day period of selective slaughter, in 
Ballymurphy, Belfast, 11 unarmed civilians 
were murdered including a Catholic Priest 
and a mother of eight, who were both killed 
trying to help the wounded.

The families of the 11 victims of this 
senseless massacre have, for the last 42 
years attempted to obtain justice. They have 
been blocked at every instance and denied 
the chance to have the names of their loved 
ones cleared of any wrong doing. The British 
Army claimed that the soldiers returned fi re 
on IRA gunmen; how then could a priest be 
shot in the back, all victims were forensi-
cally tested, none produced positive results 
for gunshot residue or for even having held a 
weapon.

Why didn’t the RUC (Royal Ulster 
Constabulary) conduct an investigation into 
the murders and why does the British govern-
ment continue to deny the families their right 
to a fair and impartial investigation into what 
happened all those years ago. Why have the 
murderers not been held to account for their 
actions on those fateful days.

Eleven families lost loved ones during 
that period, mothers, fathers and brothers.

They deserve justice. We can all help; 

even a message of support will go a long way 
to show these families that they are not alone 
and that we stand in solidarity with their 
cause.

Ballymurphy massacre 
timeline

The fi rst of the killings took place on the 
August 9 in Springfi eld Park. Bobby Clark 
was trying to get kids to safety when he was 
shot and wounded, people couldn’t get to his 
aid as they  were pinned down by gunfi re 
from the British Army.

The second person to be shot, the fi rst to 
die was the local parish priest, Father Hugh 
Mullan. Father Mullan went to help Bobby 
Clark. He was waving a white cloth. Father 
Mullan anointed the wounded man and was 
then shot.

The second death was that of Frank 
Quinn who left his place of safety to help 
others and was fatally wounded.

Noel Phillips was shot as he tried to fi nd 
cover from the gunfi re. As he lay crying for 
help, a woman, Joan Connolly, a mother 
of eight, went to his aid whilst saying, “it’s 
alright son I’m coming to you”.

Joan Connolly was shot in the face. As 
she staggered around, she was shot a fur-
ther three times. As she lay on the ground, 
locals tried to help her and were shot by the 
British soldiers. Daniel Teggart, a father of 
13, was shot whilst running for cover. He 
was shot a further 14 times while lying on 
the ground.

Joseph Murphy was shot in the leg. He 
did not, like all the victims, receive any 
medical attention, instead he was taken to the 
army barracks and severely beaten. He was to 
die three weeks later from injuries received 
during the beating.

August 10
As he was making his way home on the 

Whiterock Road, Eddie Doherty was shot 
in the back by a member of the parachute 
regiment. As with all the victims, Eddie did 
not receive any medical treatment and subse-
quently died of hid wounds.

August 11
Early in the morning of August 11, John 

Laverty was shot dead.
Joseph Corr, a father of seven was also 

shot and succumbed to his wounds on the 27th 
August.

The army account claimed that both men 
were armed and fi ring at the soldiers. Ballistic 
and forensic tests proved this to be a lie, but 

to this day the British Army version is the 
“offi cial version”.

Paddy McCarthy was shot in the hand 
as he attempted to leave the local commu-
nity centre to deliver milk and bread. He 
continued with his deliveries later on and 
was stopped and beaten by the soldiers. As 
a result Paddy McCarthy suffered a massive 
heart attack and died.

John McKerr was the eleventh victim of 
the Ballymurphy Massacre, shot by an army 
sniper, John McKerr died of his wounds on 
August 20.

The parachute regiment committed the 
atrocities in Ballymurphy. If they had been 
bought to account would it have prevented 
Bloody Sunday in Derry? The same regi-
ment was responsible for 14 more deaths six 
months later when they killed 14 civil rights 
marchers in the city of Derry.

The families of Ballymurphy have for 
far too long been denied the justice they so 
rightly deserve.

What they are asking for – no – what 
they are demanding is a fully independent 
international investigation to examine all the 
circumstances surrounding all of the deaths: 
the British government to issue a statement 
of innocence for all the victims and a public 
apology.

Surely this is not too much to ask for 
after 42 long years.

What can we do 
to help the families?

Have information nights to explain what 
happened in Ballymurphy; sign up to the 
families’ demands for a statement of inno-
cence and a public apology.

Write letters of support and encourage-
ment; write to the British government to 
support the families’ call for an independent 
investigation.
The 1971 Ballymurphy Massacre 
Committee
c/o Frank Cahill Resource Centre. 
195 Whiterock Road. Belfast BT12 7FW.
E-Mail; admin@ballymurphymassacre.com.

I have personally met with some of the 
families and to see the determination in their 
eyes and to hear the horror stories they relate 
made me realise that there will never truly be 
peace in the North of Ireland unless we help 
these people obtain closure. They are not ask-
ing for the world. 

They just want to FREE THE TRUTH!
JUSTICE FOR BALLYMURPHY!

James Connolly Association Australia 

Free the truth

Ballymurphy Massacre
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Conn Hallinan

For the time being, Turkey’s Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan – 
with the liberal use of brutal police 
tactics and massive amounts of 
tear gas that killed four people and 
injured more than 8,000 – appears 
to have successfully crushed dem-
onstrations aimed at blocking the 
demolition of Gezi Park in central 
Istanbul and has weathered a 
similar outbreak in the country’s 
capital, Ankara.

But the upsurge was never just 
about preserving green space, and 
the picture conjured up by most of 
the Western media – secular Istanbul 
liberals vs a popular Prime Minister 
backed by a conservative religious 
majority based in Turkey’s Anatolian 
hinterlands – was always an over sim-
plifi cation of the grievances behind 
the unrest.

Nor are those grievances the kind 
that are easily dispersed by clubs 
and gas, and the “popularity” of the 
Erdogan government may be shal-
lower and more fragile than it appears. 
According to Turkey’s MetroPOLL 
research centre, Erdogan’s popular-
ity has dropped from 60.8 percent to 
53.5 percent.

Certainly the demonstrations 
around Gezi Park refl ect tensions 
between secular forces and Erdogan’s 
Islamist Justice and Development 
Party (AKP). In the months leading up 
to the outbreak, the AKP-dominated 
parliament passed laws restricting the 
use of alcohol and tobacco, public 
kissing and abortion, and the Prime 
Minister called on mothers to have 
three children. The Turkish daily 
Zaman found that 54.4 percent of the 
population “thought the government 
was interfering in their lifestyle.”

While the demonstrations may 
have begun with secular youth in 
Istanbul, according to Kemel Dervis, 
former Turkish economic affairs min-
ister, it is now a “social movement” 
embracing the whole country and 
includes “observant Muslims, mid-
career professionals, factory workers 
and many others.”

The unrest gripping Turkey 
has less to do with headscarves 
and Islam than with politics and 
economics, fuelled by a growing 
discomfort with the AKP’s policies 
of privatisation, its push to central-
ise authority in the hands of the 
country’s executive branch, and its 
silencing of the media. The three 
are not unrelated.

A case in point was the AKP’s 
recent move to turn the authority 
of the Chamber of Engineers and 
Architects – a group that opposed 
the commercial development of Gezi 
Park and challenged the government 
with a lawsuit – over to the Ministry 
of Environment and Development, 
effectively sidelining the Chamber. 
Private developers close to the AKP 
were then handed the contract for 
razing the park and building a mall 
modelled after an Ottoman barracks.

Role of the media
Suppression of the media doesn’t 

just involve tossing journalists in jail. 
It is also about a culture of mutual 

back scratching between media own-
ers and the AKP.

According to Turkish journalist 
Yavuz Baydar, “Turkey’s mainstream 
media is owned by moguls who oper-
ate in other sections of the economy, 
like telecommunications, banking and 
construction,” and that support for the 
AKP translates into lucrative “public 
works contracts, including huge urban 
construction projects in Istanbul.”

For instance, the owners of the 
news channel NTV discontinued a 
popular publication (also called NTV), 
because it ran a cover story on the 
history of Gezi Park. NTV is owned 
by the Dogus Group, which recently 
won a US$700 million government 
contract to develop Istanbul’s old 
port for tourism, real estate and com-
mercial shops.

Turning public lands over to 
private developers has long been a 
central plank in the AKP’s approach 
to governance. In May 2011, the 
Erdogan government was granted the 
right to bypass parliament and make 
laws by decree for a period of six 
months. In August, the AKP dissolved 
the independent commissions oversee-
ing the environment and “decreed” all 
such decisions now rested with the 
Ministry of Environment and Urban 
Development. 

Environment 
threatened

According to Asli Igsiz, a profes-
sor of Middle East Studies at New 
York University, this meant that the 
environment was now at “the mercy 
of urban developers.”

The Erdogan government is cur-
rently trying to pass a “Preservation 
of Nature and Biodiversity” bill that 
would dissolve independent watchdog 
commissions and hand all author-
ity over national parks over to the 
Ministry of Forestry and Waterworks. 
If passed, the bill would essentially 
open 12,000 national parks, heritage 
sites and forests to “development, 
even the construction of nuclear and 
conventional power plants and facto-
ries,” according to Igsiz.

The AKP’s push for privatisa-
tion is consistent with conservative, 
business-orientated platforms of the 
Muslim Brotherhood – of which the 
Turkish party is a branch – throughout 
the Middle East. In the year that the 
Brotherhood dominated the Egyptian 
government, it sold off state-owned 

industries at bargain basement prices, 
resulting in the widespread layoff of 
workers. Erdogan has done much the 
same thing, earning the ire of Turkey’s 
trade union movement.

Trade union action
On June 17, the Confederation 

of Public Workers (KESK) and the 
Confederation of Progressive Trade 
Unions (DISK), representing 800,000 
Turkish workers, struck to protest 
police brutality and demand the res-
ignation of the government. “Freedom 
loving labourers who are striking a 
claim on their future” are taking to 
the streets throughout the country, a 
joint union statement read, to protest 
the “AKP, which has transformed 
[the] country into a hell by inserting 
its authoritarian practices.”

The widespread participation of 
trade unionists in the Turkey demon-
strations has largely been ignored by 
the Western press, which also failed 
to report similar support by Egyptian 
trade unions – particularly those in 
textile and cotton – for the overthrow 
of Hosni Mubarak and, more recently, 
Mohamad Morsi.

Erdogan is still popular in Turkey, 
but that popularity has thinned and 
largely rests on the AKP keeping 
the economy running smoothly and 
coming to some kind of agreement 
to end the long-running war with its 
Kurdish population.

But there is trouble on the horizon 
for the economy. The growth rate 
has dropped, and, while the AKP 
has overseen a dramatic rise in liv-
ing standards over the past decade, 
the economy has cooled, income is 
stagnant, and the demonstrations 
have spooked the stock market and 
foreign investors. The stock market 
plunged 10.47 percent on June 3, and, 
as Tim Ash of Standard Bank told the 
Financial Times, “Simply put on a 
risk-rewards basis, Turkey does not 
appear to offer convincing values at 
present, and investors would be well 
advised to adopt a cautious approach.”

Even a peace agreement with the 
Kurds appears to be in danger.

According to the Guardian (UK), 
Ankara has flooded the Kurdish 
region with security forces, military 
camps, and checkpoints, in an effort 
to shut down one of the area’s major 
economic activities: smuggling.

But after 30 years of war and 
some 40,000 deaths, the region’s 
economy is in ruins, and smuggling is 

sometimes the only economic activity 
left to the Kurds. “People here feel 
they are under siege,” Nazif Ataman, 
a Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party 
member told the Guardian. “The 
military controls are reminiscent of 
war. We lack everything here: schools, 
hospitals, factories. Peace has come, 
but the government only invests in 
security.”

And, under pressure from Turkish 
nationalists, Erdogan has refused to 
consider two core Kurdish demands: 
that the Kurds be allowed to use their 
own language for education, and that 
the 10 percent threshold for entering 
parliament be reduced. Kurds make up 
about 10 percent of Turkey’s popula-
tion and are concentrated mostly in 
the country’s east

At the very time that Kurds 
in Iraq and Syria are increasingly 
autonomous from their central gov-
ernments, the Turkish government 
is cracking down. On July 19, the 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
gave the Turkish government a “fi nal 
warning” to “act quickly” and take 
“concrete and practical steps” to reach 
a peace agreement.

Lastly, the AKP’s support for 
the insurgency against the Assad 
regime in Syria is increasingly 
unpopular among Turks. The AKP 
pushed its Egyptian counterpart to 
back the insurgency, which in part 
led to the recent coup in Cairo. It 
was Morsi’s call for a jihad against 
Damascus that helped propel the 
Egyptian Army’s move against the 
Brotherhood government. Egypt’s 
new foreign minister has already 
distanced Egypt from Morsi’s all 
out support for overthrowing Assad. 
Will the Muslim Brotherhood’s fall 
in Egypt reverberate in Turkey? It 
might.

In the meantime, anti-AKP activ-
ists are continuing their campaign, one 
in which ridicule of Erdogan – he has 
a thin skin – has emerged as a tactic. 
Thus the “Alcoholic Unity League” 
(more than 80 percent of Turks do not 
drink) has joined with the “Looters 
Solidarity Front (Erdogan referred to 
demonstrators as “looters”). Despite 
water cannons, rubber bullets, and 
gas, the Turks have kept a sense of 
humour.

But issues that fuelled the May 
and June protests are hardly a laugh-
ing matter, and they are not about to 
quietly disappear.
People’s World 
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Uprising’s currents run deep
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John Wojcik

WASHINGTON: In a jail cell in 
the nation’s capital, top leaders of 
40 powerful labour and progressive 
groups found they had plenty of 
time (six hours) to talk and hash 
out plans for essentially remaking 
America.

Communications Workers of 
America (CWA) President Larry 
Cohen and Greenpeace Executive 
Director Phil Radford were among the 
40 immigrant rights, labour, faith and 
community leaders arrested on August 
1 for bringing traffi c to a halt in the 
streets around Capitol Hill. Protesting 
what they say are unjust immigration 
policies, they told House Republicans 
that they intend to fi ght relentlessly 
for a comprehensive bill that benefi ts 
11 million undocumented immigrants.

At a press conference Cohen and 
Radford announced that more than 
80 organisations have now joined 
The Democracy Initiative – a coali-
tion formed earlier this year by the 
CWA, Greenpeace, the Sierra Club 
and the National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured People.

The two said the 40 jailed activ-
ists agreed strongly that the coalition’s 
aims should be getting: big money out 
of politics; immigration rights; vot-
ing rights; and stopping Republican 
obstruction in Congress. Everyone 
in the holding cell, they said, was 
celebrating what they considered 
at least one victory already against 
Republican obstructionism – the 
Senate confi rmation of all fi ve of 
President Obama’s nominees to the 
National Labour Relations Board 
and nominees for other Cabinet posi-
tions including the Environmental 
Protection Administration.

Asked what immigration rights 
had to do with the environment, 

Greenpeace director Radford said, 
“Justice for workers and for immi-
grants, both of whom are marginal-
ised, is important. They need to be 
included in the political process not 
just because they face environmental 
hazards daily on the job but also if we 
are to elect lawmakers who will take 
global warming seriously.”

“We’re not going to have a clean-
energy economy if the same compa-
nies that are polluting our rivers and 
oceans are polluting our elections,” 
said Michael Brune, executive director 
of the Sierra Club.

“It was exciting and frankly won-
derful that we all had the chance to 
be locked up together like that with 
nothing more than our clothes, ID 
cards and bail money,” said Cohen. 
“I learned more about them [the envi-
ronmentalists] in those six hours than 
I could have any other way. When you 
bring together so many groups, or at 
least the leaders of them, like that you 
are bound to get good results.”

For his part, Radford said, 
“Talking in that cell to Arlene Holt-
Baker [AFL-CIO secretary treasurer] 
was absolutely amazing. No better 
way to learn about the voting rights 
and labour movements and see what 
connects us all.”

“For decades now,” Radford said 
“the conservatives have aimed to 
shrink government – local, state and 
federal, by introducing new laws and 
installing like-minded politicians and 
judges. It has been a 40-year strategy 
by the Exxons, the Coors and the 
Kochs of the world to take over the 
country.”

“The Democracy Initiative is 
a progressive answer to that,” said 
Cohen. “Our CWA members and lead-
ers know that we can’t end the frustra-
tion of current collective bargaining 
without a real movement not just for 

bargaining and organising rights but 
for social and political change. That’s 
why we’re here. Working together 
is how we’ll win economic justice.”

The others thrown into the same 
jail cell represented a who’s-who of 
organisations including the League 
of Conservation Voters, Friends of 
the Earth, the Farmworkers, the 
(umbrella trade union body) AFL-
CIO, Change to Win, the Service 
Employees, Common Cause, Voto 
Latino, the Demos think tank, Piper 
Fund, Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington, People for the 
American Way, National People’s 
Action, the National Organisation 
for Women, the National Wildlife 
Federation, the Centre for American 
Progress, the United Auto Workers, 
the Steelworkers, and Colour of 
Change, to name only some.
People’s World 
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Mass arrests spur coalition 
to remake America

A dangerous 
game to play

Deputy PM: 
Let’s change 
laws like the 
Nazis did

BRITAIN: First they came for the 
sick, disabled and jobless, then 
they came for the public sector. 
Now the government is implement-
ing some of the most dangerous 
and racially divisive policies on 
our streets for decades. 

Like everything that these Con-
Dems do it smacks of a hunger to 
turn back the clock on society. 

The Tories’ cynical reaction to 
the poll shock that saw rabid right-
wingers Ukip eat into their core vote 
at the last council elections now 
threatens to whip up a racial storm. 
The police use of stop and search 
has long discriminated against pre-
dominantly young male members of 
black and Asian communities, caus-
ing justifi ed long-running rage.

But it looks like things are about 
to get a whole lot worse.

Hot on the heels of the deploy-
ment of mobile billboards that will 
inevitably impact on those with the 
“wrong” skin colour – no matter 
what their immigration status or 
how many generations their family 
has lived in Britain – come reports 
that police are enforcing the Tory 
crackdown with street interrogations 
of all those who look “foreign.”

The Tories are playing with fi re.
Not only do these policies 

empower and embolden those on 
the far-right who have long sought 
to capitalise on the concept of “them 
and us” but they threaten to create a 
powderkeg of tension on the streets 
that at some point will blow.

The idea that these highly vis-
ible stunts will do anything but stir 
up problems is farcical. When the 
economic policies of this govern-
ment are directly responsible for 
putting hundreds of thousands on 
the dole, when its approach to the 
labour market celebrates precarious 
and low-paid work, and when its 
assault on welfare is condemning 
hundreds of thousands to a life of 
abject misery, it’s easy to see where 
the real problems in our society are 
coming from.

Crackdowns on immigrants, 
who are often some of the most 
disadvantaged and lowest paid of 
all, will not create jobs nor improve 
standards of living for anyone else.

They are a diversion from 
the root causes of the country’s 
problems.

The truth is that this govern-
ment has no answers to the real 

issues facing people in Britain, 
including council housing short-
ages, plunging incomes and lack of 
job prospects.

In classic right-wing tactics 
this government is whipping up 
a populist storm to try to divert 
attention from these facts. With the 
racial divide in terms of income and 
opportunity still gaping wide, and 
with youth unemployment beyond 
crisis point, the Tories had better be 
prepared for the whirlwind they are 
creating.

The real answer, of course, is 
job creation, house-building, the 
living wage and a crackdown on 
abusive employers who seek to play 
workers off against each other in a 
race to the bottom fully sanctioned 
by this government.

Shame also on an all-too-silent 
Labour Party that bounces around 
feebly based on the latest opinion 
poll rather than offering the real 
policy alternatives to create the 
decent society we require.

The threat from this unhealthy 
focus on specifi c communities has 
sinister undertones that cannot help 
but bring to mind 1930s Germany.
Morning Star 

Japanese Deputy PM Taro Aso 
back-pedalled furiously last week 
as he denied that he was inspired 
by Nazi governance.

Mr Aso caused a furore by say-
ing that Japan should learn from 
how the Nazi Party stealthily dis-
mantled the Weimar constitution 
before the Second World War.

“It is very unfortunate and 
regrettable that my comment 
regarding the Nazi regime was 
misinterpreted,” he told reporters. 
“I would like to retract the remark 
about the Nazi regime.”

He insisted the comments – 
made during a speech to an ultra-
conservative group – were only 
meant to say that loud debate on 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s bid 
to make the constitution more bel-
licose was unhelpful.

“I don’t want to see this done in 
the midst of an uproar,” newspaper 
Asahi Shimbun quoted him as say-
ing. “Just as in one day the Weimar 
constitution changed to the Nazi 

constitution, without anyone realis-
ing it, why don’t we learn from that 
sort of tactic?”

The opposition condemned his 
statement.

“Minister Aso’s ignorance about 
historical facts is so obvious,” said 
Social Democratic Party secretary 
general Seiji Mataichi. “I also want 
to remind him that praising the 
Nazis is considered a crime in EU 
nations.”

And the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre – a group committed to 
commemorating the Holocaust – 
also slated the minister.

“What ‘techniques’ from Nazi 
governance are worth learning? 
How to stealthily cripple democ-
racy?” asked centre associate dean 
Rabbi Abraham Cooper.

“Has Aso forgotten that Nazi 
Germany’s ascendancy to power 
quickly brought the world to the 
abyss and engulfed humanity in the 
untold horrors of World War II?”
Morning Star 
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As everyone knows now, the city of Detroit 
– once the third largest in the USA – has 
fi led for bankruptcy. Pleading that the city 
has no money to pay for them, even essential 
services like fi re-fi ghters, emergency medi-
cal care and garbage collection are being 
cut to the bone. Once synonymous with 
US manufacturing might, Detroit – world 
headquarters of the car and truck industry, 
also called “Motor City” – has become a 
victim of the chaos and lack of planning 
inherent in capitalism.

The unionised workforce waged many 
long and bloody battles with the hired thugs 
of Ford and GM to achieve union recognition 
and then good wages and conditions. Today, 
of course, the pundits of the Right blame the 
unions for the present desolate state of the city. 
It’s all the fault of greedy workers, you see. 
It has nothing to do with greedy bosses who 
won’t plan for the city’s future when they can 
instead make bigger profi ts by shutting their 
plants in Detroit and moving their production 
to low-wage states in the south, or low-wage 
countries abroad.

This phenomenon is hardly new, even to 
the US car industry. Detroit, Ford’s centre, 
is in Michigan. The nearby city of Flint was 
headquarters for GM, until the General shut the 
plant and moved production to a Southern state 
with no minimum wage and no protection for 
unions. It was this economic disaster infl icted 
on the people of Flint that made the editor of 
the local newspaper take up documentary fi lms 

as a way to fi ght back. His name is Michael 
Moore and he has been exposing the injustices 
and iniquities of capitalism ever since. 

In the absence of a strong workers’ political 
movement, and a climate of bank foreclosures 
and spontaneous but ineffectual popular 
resistance movements, neo-fascist outfi ts and 
other reactionaries inevitably made progress 
amongst Michigan’s workers. The Governor 
of the state, Rick Snyder, is a member of the 
extremely right-wing Tea Party movement.

But the reactionaries have no plans for 
securing the state’s industrial base. They have 
no answers to the fl ight of industry to where 
wages are lower and conditions more conducive 
to increased exploitation of labour. Oh no.

Instead, retired municipal workers will 
have their annual pensions dramatically 
slashed. Of course: they didn’t cause Detroit’s 
fi nancial crisis, profi t-hungry business did – but 
you cannot expect business to carry the can for 
its own inadequacies, can you? At the same 
time, Detroit’s asset strippers are even going 
to sell off the art works in the city museum.

As Dave Zirin wrote in The Nation at the 
end of July: “This will include a mural by 
the great radical artist Diego Rivera that’s a 
celebration of what the auto industry would 
look like in a socialist future. As Stephen 
Colbert said, the leading bidder will be ‘the 
museum of irony’.”

But never fear, for capitalism is not totally 
bereft of ideas on what to do to overcome this 
civic disaster. In the best Tea Party traditions, 

almost simultaneous with declaring Detroit 
bankrupt Governor Snyder approved a plan 
to hand over US$283 million of public funds 
to subsidise the construction of a new hockey 
arena for the Detroit Red Wings ice-hockey 
team, owned by billionaire “entrepreneur” 
Mike Ilitch. Snyder actually said that the new 
stadium would make Detroit “a place that will 
be recognised across the world as a place of 
great value and a place to invest”.

Critics have pointed out that the city 
already has two other publicly funded major 
sports stadia, each of which “was billed as a 
‘remedy’ to save the city” notes Dave Zirin. 
“Each has obviously failed.”

Zirin quotes Neal DeMause, “who runs 
the indispensible website Field of Schemes”: 
DeMause is of the opinion that “putting money 
into fi xing city schools or restoring streetlights 
would do far more for Detroit’s business 
prospects than a hockey arena. This just goes 
to show the problem with carving out shares 
of tax revenue to go to development authorities 
– they end up basically serving as slush funds 
for developers, even when the city treasury is 
otherwise empty.”

Zirin’s Nation article goes on: “There is a 
right-wing narrative about Detroit that the city 
is in peril because of some combination of the 
1967 ‘race riots’ and greedy unions. The reality 
is that black and brown residents of Detroit 
made Motown and those ‘greedy unions’ built 
a stable working class that could realistically 
dream of a better life for their own children.”

But not any more, and the destruction of 
Detroit epitomises the crisis that confronts 
capitalism – that in fact is capitalism: trying to 
solve problems like those confronting Detroit 
by attempting to create an opportunity for some 
other capitalist to make a profi t is futile. This 
kind of “corporate welfare” siphons money out 
of the city services – things like schools and 
hospitals – while failing to provide any jobs 
paying union wages. “No living wages. No job 
security. No tax base” notes Zirin.

Detroit activist Grace Lee Boggs summed 
up the situation as “a conservative agenda has 
been strip mining by privatising almost all 
services, attacking public workers and their 
unions, while at the same time providing 
billion-dollar tax cuts for large businesses and 
cutting revenue sharing to the cities.”

What is really signifi cant in all this is 
the growing level of dissatisfaction within 
US public opinion at the behaviour of their 
corporations, their institutions and their 
government. They may not know what is 
wrong with the system but they are increasingly 
conscious that something is radically wrong. 
They are fi ghting wars but achieving no victory, 
the rest of the world is supposedly envious of 
them but everywhere they meet hatred and 
disgust. They are told they are the richest 
country in the world, but their economy is 
steadily sliding downhill.

No wonder so many are asking what has 
gone wrong? They need only look at Detroit 
to see the answer. 

Letters / Culture & Life

Death in Dura  

In the early morning of July 2, 
2013, the Israeli army invaded the 
town of Dura, near Hebron. As the 
Israeli forces moved into the town 
they fi red live bullets, sound bombs 
and tear gas at a group of young 
men who had gathered. Some of 
the youths responded by throwing 
stones at the occupation soldiers. 
During the clashes, in another 
display of excessive use of lethal 
force, a young Palestinian civilian, 
19 year old Mo’ataz Abdel Fatah 
al-Sharawnah was killed. He was 
not one of the youths throwing 
stones.

According to an investigation 
carried out by the Palestine Centre 
for Human Rights and evidence from 
several witnesses, after clashes broke 
out Israeli soldiers got out of their 
vehicles and chased the young men 
into the centre of town fi ring at them. 
Mo’ataz Abdel Fatah al-Sharawnah 
was hit by a sound bomb to the chest 
from about 18 metres and fell to the 
ground. His nephew, Bahaa ‘Abdel 
Fatah al-Sharawnah (22), tried to 

rescue him but was shot at by the 
Israeli soldiers. He sustained a bul-
let wound to the shoulder and was 
arrested a few minutes later by Israeli 
Special Forces.

Meanwhile a number of Israeli 
soldiers gathered around Mo’ataz 
who was dying on the ground and 
they beat him and violently stepped 
on his chest and stomach. The Israeli 
soldiers then left and Mo’ataz was 
comforted by a number of youths until 
an ambulance from the Palestine Red 
Crescent Society arrived. Mo’ataz was 
then taken to Hebron Hospital where 
he died soon after arrival. According 
to medical sources at the hospital, 
Mo’ataz sustained a deep cut in the 
chest and bruises and died due to 
extensive bleeding.

“Sharawnah was killed though 
he did nothing wrong. We hold the 
occupation authorities responsible for 
what has happened and what might 
happen as a result,” Hebron Mayor 
Kamel Hamid told Palestinian radio.

Violence on the West Bank has 
risen since the beginning of 2013. 
According to Palestinian rights 
groups, at least 16 Palestinians were 

killed by Israeli forces in the fi rst 
half of 2013. This is compared with 
three killed on the West Bank in the 
same period in 2012, according to 
The United Nations Offi ce for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

“PCHR expresses deep concern 
for such crimes which refl ect the 
continued use of excessive force 
by Israeli forces against Palestinian 
civilians in disregard for their lives. 
PCHR calls upon the international 
community to take immediate and 
effective actions to put an end to such 
crimes”: Statement from the Palestine 
Centre for Human Rights.

I urge those seriously concerned 
about the escalating repression and 
use of lethal force by the Israeli forces 
to do as much as possible to make 
others aware of the situation in the 
West Bank, to talk to people, to post 
information on Facebook, to write 
letters to the press and politicians to 
express your indignation at the plight 
of the Palestinians living under this 
brutal occupation. Speak out against 
this and other Israeli crimes.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Employees working at the Packard Motor Car Company in Detroit in the 1920s.

Detroit: 
An object lesson

Rob Gowland
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Sunday August 11 – 
Saturday August 17

The ABC’s exploration of 
nutty and/or quasi religious 

movements that have made their 
presence felt in Australia at various 
times over the last century or so 
continues this week in Compass: 
Whatever Happened To The Orange 
People (ABC1 Sunday August 11 
at 6.30pm).

The Orange People were a 
response by disillusioned youth in 
the developed capitalist world trying 
to fi nd meaning in their lives, mean-
ing that the profi t-making ethos of 
capitalism clearly did not provide. 
Like many others (most notably the 
Beatles) they sought for answers in 
non-capitalist areas, notably with 
Eastern mystics.

The guru for the Orange People 
was Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, whose 
“philosophy” combined the outward 
appearance of Eastern mysticism with 
the trappings of Western capitalism. 
His followers gave all their money 
to the Bhagwan, who spent it on his 
fl eet of 90 Rolls Royces. He was also 
big on sex.

His movement collapsed abruptly 
amidst allegations of corruption and 
even murder.

The Iraq War led to an esti-
mated 100,000 deaths – and 

that is a very conservative estimate. 
It was such a blatant attempt by 
imperialism to seize another country’s 
resources and to remake the world 
to suit US interests that millions of 
people marched to stop the war from 

beginning. The casual arrogance with 
which the major capitalist powers 
brushed aside these huge protests had 
a demoralising effect on the peace 
movement that is still affecting the 
world today.

So a close examination of that 
war should be invaluable. However, 
the BBC two-part series The Iraq 
War (ABC1 Sundays from August 
11 at 9.25pm) is not it. This is one 
of those pieces of TV journalism that 
has lots of interviews with leading 
politicians but little objective analy-
sis. The viewer has to wade through 
carefully selected self-justifi cation by 
leaders out to portray their part in the 
best possible light. These programs 
give the appearance of providing the 
“inside story” while actually being a 
form of offi cial propaganda.

There is some interesting stuff in 
amongst the chaff, however, like the 
revelation that the initial US reaction 
to the 9/11 terrorist attacks was to 
try to enlist Saddam Hussein in the 
“war on terror”, specifi cally against 
Al-Qaeda. But Hussein was of the 
opinion that US sanctions against Iraq 
also amounted to terrorism, and  so 
the White House grouping that wanted 
war with Iraq (basically the oil lobby) 
led by then Republican Vice President 
Dick Cheney got their way.

Initially they thought it could be 
achieved through a coup d’état, but 
as Cheney candidly admits, it quickly 
became clear that was not going to be 
successful and more “direct” action 
would be needed.

The machinations of intelligence 
agencies to fi nd or manufacture evi-
dence of “weapons of mass destruc-
tion” and the evidence of divisions 
within both the British and US 
governments over the drive to war 
are also touched on, but this remains 
a sanitised account.

Skye Walker Ogden (he was 
born just as Star Wars was 

released) and his best mate Wolfgang 
Bylsma are Australian comic strip 
creators and publishers who appear 
to have stepped straight out of The 
Big Bang Theory. Artscape: Comic 
Book Heroes (ABC1 Tuesdays from 
August 13 at 10.00pm) follows their 

attempt to crack the US market (at 
Comicon, of course).

The quality of their fi nished art-
work and publications is world class. 
But the content remains brainless trash 
derived form other comic books and 
movies. They look great, but there 
doesn’t appear to be an original 
thought in the whole lot of them.

So much talent, so little to show 
for it. 

The new half-hour comedy 
series Upper Middle Bogan 

(ABC1 Thursdays from August 15 
at 8.30pm) is essentially a one-joke 
series: a middle class lady doctor 
discovers she is adopted, and – worse 
– her birth parents are drag-racing 
Bogans. Ho ho! It must have seemed 
such a merry jape at the production 
conferences, but in fact that particu-
lar joke wears out its welcome very 
quickly.

After that, the success or failure 
of this ABC comedy depends on the 
quality of the writing and the acting, 
but especially the writing. I found it 

rather strained, but my wife thought 
it was “defi nitely watchable” and 
expressed a desire to see more epi-
sodes. I will reserve judgement until 
I have in fact seen more episodes. 
In the meantime, I can say that it 
is defi nitely well acted, by a cast 
that includes Annie Maynard as the 
adoptee, Robyn Nevin as her adop-
tive mother, Robyn Malcolm as her 
birth mother and Glenn Robbins as 
her Bogan father.

The script lets Robyn Nevin down 
however, by portraying her character 
as your standard “interfering mother-
in-law”, an unpleasant cliché that no 
one would tolerate in real life for a 
moment.

The Bogans are doubled up 
with another half-hour ABC 

comedy series, It’s A Date (ABC1 
Thursdays from August 15 at 
9.00pm). Each of the eight episodes 
in this series feature two unrelated 
tales of a date. Each date is acted out 
by a different cast and has different 
writers too.

The emphasis in both tales in 
the fi rst episode is on cringe-making 
embarrassment (and that’s in addition 
to being pissed on and vomited on). 
Because of the short time frame, each 
episode is given over to two unrelated 
“slice-of-life” incidents. Such a format 
depends for success on high quality 
writing, but does not get it here.

One revelation is that Poh Ling 
Yeow (of Poh’s Kitchen fame) is a 
damned good actress. All the cast do 
their best with the material but it just 
isn’t engaging material. My wife left 
the room to go read a book. I stuck 
it out but should have done likewise.

The new three-part series 
A Year In The Wild (SBS 

ONE Saturdays from  August 17 
at 7.30pm) looks at some of Britain’s 
most beautiful national parks. But 
this is far from a wildlife series, for 
the fi rst park visited, Snowdonia, is 
farming country.

The pace is slow, the observation 
thorough, and the photography fi rst 
rate. 
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Multiculturalism 
and the elections
George Zangalis

Among the many issues concern-
ing Australians of all ethnic 
backgrounds in these elections, 
the socio-political and economic 
dimensions of immigration and 
multiculturalism should be at the 
centre of public discourse as they 
are fundamental to nation building. 
The current focus on refugees, 
important and urgent as this issue 
is and deserving a humanitarian 
solution, should not be allowed to 
detract from this wider national 
agenda.

The facts as confi rmed by the 
recent census and subsequent data 
show that Australia in the second 
decade of the 21st century is more 
multicultural and multilingual than 
ever before and more so than any 
other country in the world. And it 
will continue to be so as immigra-
tion – economic, political and now 
ecological is integrally linked to 
Australia’s growth and takes a unique 
place in our vast and underpopulated 
continent in a world starved of space 
and resources.

Furthermore, the Anglo Celtic 
component of the population which 
played a crucial role in defi ning 
the character and socio-political 
institutions in the greater part of the 
post-white settlement period is in a 
historically rapid decline – from more 
than 90% in 1947 to just over 50% 
in 2013. As the immigration waves 
now come increasingly from Asia, our 
closest neighbours and also our major 
economic and strategic partners, the 
White Australia supremacy policies 
so tragically despised at our great 
cost, will further alter the ethnic and 
social composition of the country’s 
population.

The fact that Australia is unques-
tionably the better for this gigantic 
and ongoing demographic change 
should not obscure or minimise what 
it has taken and will take in terms of 
overcoming historically entrenched 
racist/assimilationist policies and 
attitudes to keep moving forward. 
Those who want to turn the tide back 
to White Australia days or variations 
of it, some of whom still occupy 
high places, are fi ghting a losing 
but nevertheless damaging battle. 
Opposition immigration spokesperson, 
Scott Morrison, when not keeping  
endlessly on the matter of refugees, 
pronounces that, “Immigration is 
about people joining us not changing 
us” (Australian 04/02/2012). Where 
would one fi nd either in sociology 
or physics that when one or several 
parts come together, the interaction 
does not irrevocably result in change.

This is as bad and nonsensical 
as Abbot’s non-existing pollution 
emissions.

John Howard, once again the 
ideological guru of the conserva-
tives, described the Labor govern-
ment’s 2012 school curriculum 
reforms as “lacking in priorities and 
of marginalising the Judeo-Christian 

ethic and British history” (Australian 
28/09/2012). This was supported by 
Tony Abbot and shadow education 
minister Christopher Pyne. And what 
was it that the education experts 
appointed by Labour proposed to 
get the conservatives up in arms? It 
was simply to include more history 
of Aborigines and Asia.

Another signifi cant demographic 
point to note, but without the space to 
expand on in this article, is the fact 
that the great majority of non-English 
speaking background migrants are in 
the workforce, generally occupying 
the lowest paying jobs, living in work-
ing class suburbs and their children 
attending government schools, not 
withstanding the social mobility of 
some. Job security and cost of living 
issues are a daily concern.

Yet proportionately non-English 
background Australians are seriously 
under-represented in the nations’ par-
liaments and other institutions, fewer 
now than 20 years ago. Of the 230 
Federal MPs and Senators fewer than 
30, or about 15%, are of non-Anglo-
Australian background and fewer 
than fi ve were born in non-English 
speaking countries. The parading of a 
few “ethnics” by the still dominant but 
more sophisticated Anglo-Australian 
establishment cannot hide this chasm.

The fact that Australia has been 
and continues to be a nation of 
Indigenous people and immigrants 
of diverse ethnic and cultural back-
grounds is not refl ected and integrated 
in policies, laws and the constitution. 
Just look how at the stroke of a pen 
portfolios on multicultural affairs 
appear and disappear, and policies are 
made and unmade on the run, treating 
immigration and multiculturalism 
essentially as an ephemeral issue.

Due to many and often bitter 
efforts and struggles, in the fi rst 
place by migrants and their ethnic 
communities and large sections of 
the wider community, some states 
enacted legislation on multicultural-
ism. Yet when this matter was taken 
up with the federal government in 
2012 the then immigration minister, 
Chris Bowen, said, such an act is not 
needed and the federal government 
will not be introducing it. He asserted 
that “people of different backgrounds 
don’t need legislation of how to get 
along” (Australian 02/02/2012). But if 
we need laws and constitutions to tell 
us how to get along with each other as 
individuals, communities, people and 
states why not for multiculturalism 
“the glue that binds the nation”. It 
is blatantly contradictory and indeed 
discriminatory.

Multiculturalism 
for whom

Multiculturalism and reconcilia-
tion is still considered a matter for the 
“ethnics” and the Indigenous peoples, 
and not for the whole nation.

The categorisation of people 
as Australians on the one hand and 
the rest on the other – aliens at fi rst, 

then NESB’s (Non-English Speaking 
Background) then CALD’s (culturally 
and linguistically diverse) and cur-
rently multiculturalists, perpetuates in 
essence the “us” and “them” schism 
and feeds the disastrous assimilation 
policies.

Australia as a whole is multi-
cultural and multilingual and that 
term includes as much the Anglo-
Australians as it does the Greek, 
Italian, Chinese etc Australians, 
valuing their contribution in the 
building of this country, its economic, 
social and cultural enrichment on a 
democratic, pluralist, socially just 
and cohesive path.

Long term policies 
are needed

Australia needs to have strategic, 
immediate, short term and long term 
policies to better serve and respond to 
the specifi c needs and aspirations of 
what in fact exist – ethnic minorities, 
now numerous and well organised, 
within and between themselves.

Representation on elected and 
appointed decision making positions 
is at the heart of democracy as is 
the ethnic and social strata position 
of such representatives and their 
accountability to community and 
constituency.

Parties should adopt binding poli-
cies for a substantial quota of such 
candidates in winnable seats. And 
positive discrimination should apply 
to all public and social institutions to 
enable this to happen.

Ethnic identity, language and 

culture maintenance are as much 
a priority as living standards, yet 
schools have fallen short and in fact 
failed in this all important mission. 
The National Languages Policy intro-
duced in the mid ’90s was killed by 
the Howard government. 

In Victoria there are fewer schools 
teaching languages and students learn-
ing a community or second language 
than 20 years ago. Yet the rhetoric of 
being the best proceeds unabated. We 
make very poor use of the tremendous 
advantages that multilingualism and 
multiculturalism provides Australia 
with, both in terms of material and 
intellectual outcomes, and relating 
to each other and the world near 
and afar.

Well funded language and culture 
programs in schools and implementa-
tion of the Gonski reforms with its 
loading provisions for disadvantaged 
and special needs schools and students 
would certainly help. So would the 
introduction of a multicultural curricu-
lum where the history of the nation 
and the way forward embraces all of 
Australia’s diverse peoples, starting 
from the Aborigines – Australia’s 
fi rst people – and all others who 
arrived since some 220 years ago. 
Australia’s history did not begin 
with the landing of Captain Cook 
and rounded off with the Governor 
General. Non-Anglo-Australians want 
their history and culture to be taught 
and acknowledged in schools for the 
benefi t of all Australians.

Well funded policies and programs 
are needed for all community and 
other proponents of multiculturalism 

and providers of multilingual services 
in employment, social welfare, pen-
sions, care for the ageing, training and 
retraining of migrants. Some services 
provided by ethno-specifi c organisa-
tions, important and deserving as they 
are, can hardly cover a very small 
proportion of those in need. But the 
mainstream providers for which the 
great majority seek support, are not 
given the capacity to care and attend 
to their needs in a friendly, linguistic 
and cultural environment .They need 
to be multi-culturalised.

The role of the ethnic media in 
general and community media in 
particular, involving thousands of 
bilingual volunteers and other work-
ers, and reaching out to millions of 
Australians, deserves a better deal 
from governments, both in terms of 
funding and advertising. In Victoria, 
the very modest government policy of 
5% of the advertising budget going to 
the ethnic media has been consistently 
under-spent. SBS television is still 
not fulfi lling its multicultural charter 
and mission. One of its four channels 
should perform exclusively that role 
as Channel 34 does for Indigenous 
Australians.

As the nation now debates and 
seems to be moving towards a refer-
endum to recognise the Indigenous 
people in the Constitution after 
centuries of denial, it is not untimely 
to start a national conversation and 
debate for multiculturalism to be 
enshrined in our Constitution, a rec-
ognition of a long standing reality of 
Australia’s multicultural being and 
development. 
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A “bower” is a simple structure traditionally used by Indigenous Australians to shelter from sun, rain and wind. 
Students travelled to Darwin to build a community facility, from a recycled shipping container. Working closely with 
local Indigenous trainees, tradespeople and members of the communities, students began to understand fi rst hand the 
issues and aspirations of Indigenous town campers, to understand the bower’s relevance for contemporary Indigenous 
housing in Australia’s “top-end”. While a basic bower structure may not represent the aspirations of all Indigenous 
Australians it does help us understand the key issues of shelter for the climate, culture and technologies. 


