
Savage asylum seeker 
scheme failing already
Peter Mac

The Rudd government’s vindictive scheme 
to transfer to Papua New Guinea all asylum 
seekers who arrive in Australian terri-
tory by boat is already running into severe 
diffi culties.

Under the scheme those asylum seekers 
would be prohibited from resettling in Australia. 
Among them, some who already have refugee 
status or who might gain it after processing, 
would be granted asylum in Papua New Guinea, 
but would never be allowed to settle in Australia.

Those whose applications are unsuccess-
ful would either be sent back to their home 
countries, or else to another country which is 
willing to accept them and where they would, 
according to the government, be safe.

The scheme has virtually thrown out 
Australia’s obligations under the UN Refugee 
Convention, to which Australia is a signatory. 
It is even more cruel and repressive than the 
infamous “Pacifi c Solution” introduced by 
former Prime Minister John Howard.

Under the scheme, which is deemed to 
operate from last Friday July 19, there is no 
limit to the number of peop le who would be 
transferred to PNG, but the arrangement is to 
be reviewed in a year’s time.

Introduction of the scheme has also 
been accompanied by an agreement with the 
Indonesian government to cease issuing visas to 
Iranian asylum seekers. Iranians have made up 
a third of the 15,610 asylum seekers who have 
arrived in Australian waters this year.

Most of the PNG detainees would be held 
on Manus Island. Currently 145 people are 
being held there, but under the scheme the 
centre would be enlarged to accommodate up 
to 3,000 people.

Rudd’s announcement prompted riots at the 
asylum seeker centre on Nauru, where many 
detainees escaped from the centre. The condi-
tions there are appalling and the detainees have 
no idea when or if they will ever be released. 
No applications for asylum have been processed 
since last August, and some detainees have been 
held for almost fi ve years.

Reactions 
Opposition leader Tony Abbott’s initial reac-

tion on Friday was to cautiously welcome the 
policy, with a degree of grudging admiration. He 
described it as “a very promising development in 
offshore processing”, but declared grumpily: “I 
welcome it, but it won’t work under Mr Rudd.”

However, the next day he rejected the 
scheme altogether, declaring that a Coalition 
government would never outsource the asylum 
seeker problem, that it is Australia’s responsibil-
ity. He said the scheme was held together with 

“sticky tape and blue-tac” and was primarily 
intended to last until the upcoming federal elec-
tions and to boost Labor’s chances.

He’s right of course, but the Coalition’s 
position is nevertheless grossly hypocritical. 
The policies of the two biggest political parties 
are equally driven by their opportunist desire to 
win power at the coming elections.

By opposing the PNG scheme the Coalition 
is chasing votes by appearing to take the high 
moral ground, a tactic they used successfully 
during Labor’s abortive attempt to impose the 
vindictive “Malaysian solution”.

That scheme was rejected after a High Court 
challenge led by Barrister David Manne, who 
has described the PNG policy as “a clear cut 
violation of Australia’s obligations to refugees.” 
He has pointed out that Australia currently hosts 
only 0.3 percent of the world’s refugees. Some 
43 million people are now displaced around 
the world.

Former Liberal Prime Minister Malcolm 
Fraser is said to be backing a Greens candidate 
for a Melbourne federal seat. He described the 
“PNG Solution” as “an abdication of Australia’s 
responsibilities and … of our basic humanity”.

Harsh reality 
There is a strong probability that the PNG 

scheme will fail because it is highly vulner-
able to rejection under a court challenge, and 
because of opposition within PNG, and within 
Labor’s ranks.

The UN Refugee Convention obliges indi-
vidual signatory nations like Australia to accept 
those with verifi ed refugees status, and not to 
foist the responsibility off onto other countries, 
let alone an impoverished neighbour.

Papua-New Guinea is a signatory to the 
UN Refugee Convention, which the Rudd 
government doubtless thinks will weigh in its 
favour with regard to the UN’s reaction to the 
scheme. However, the Convention requires 
signatory nations to provide a safe environment 
for asylum seekers, whereas PNG is desperately 
poor, and has such a high rate of crime that the 
government advises travellers to PNG to take 
extreme care during their stay. It also has a high 
rate of unemployment.

If a legal challenge to the PNG scheme is 
launched in Australia, the court might fi nd that 
by instigating the transfer scheme Australia has 

been responsible for or complicit in a breach 
of the Convention.

Moreover, the standard of accommodation 
and education facilities required by the UN for 
asylum seeker detainees is higher than what is 
currently enjoyed by most PNG citizens, and 
far higher than the PNG government provides 
for its own detainees to date.

The majority of the asylum seekers who 
are likely to be detained there are Muslims, 
whereas most PNG citizens are Christians. And 
if the PNG government does actually accom-
modate the asylum seekers in accordance with 
the convention’s required standards, the reaction 
from the ordinary people of Papua New Guinea 
is likely to be highly explosive.

Moreover, PNG will not be able to meet the 
required standard without enormous economic 
assistance from the Rudd government. That’s 
in addition to the extra aid that the government 
has already promised as part of the deal, in what 
is widely seen as a blatant bribe to the PNG 
government. Implementation of the scheme is 
likely to be fantastically expensive.

Continued on page 2
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Protests against Rudd’s PNG “solution” were held around Australia – see page 4 for the rally held in Perth. (Photo: Richard Titelius)
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PRESS FUND
In a recent announcement, the World Bank said it would no longer 
fund the construction of new coal-burning electric power stations. 
That major turnaround in policy indicates that the coal industry’s 
mighty grip on energy production policy may at last be weakening, 
and that the renewable energy industry is gaining some ground. 
That’s good news for the environment, but not so good given that 
the renewable energy industry is almost entirely privately-owned. 
We intend to keep the light shining on this section of the news, but 
we really need your help by way of contributions to the Press Fund, 
so please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you 
possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
Mark Mannion $5, T Markou $20, “Round Figure” $15, 
Peter S $10
This week’s total: $50 Progressive total: $4,850

War “Games” blunder 
compounds Barrier Reef crisis

Over the weekend, two US warplanes dropped bombs in 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. The AV-8B Harriers were 
engaged in a live fire mission during the biennial Talisman 
Sabre joint US/Australian military exercises concentrated at 
the Shoalwater Bay Military Training Area in Queensland. The 
aircrafts’ mission was cancelled and they were low on fuel, so the 
decision was taken to jettison the bombs into the Park. There has 
been strong opposition to the massive military exercises since their 
inception in 2005 and one of the issues raised by local communities 
was the threat to the precious World Heritage area. State and 
federal governments dismissed their protests as alarmist. The 
bombing incident is a powerful reminder of the casual attitude 
of Australian governments to the Reef and the environment more 
generally. It underscores the huge cost Australians are paying 
for the US alliance and the system of corporate rule it enforces.

The US 7th Fleet moved quickly into damage control. “The 
selected jettison area was in a deep channel away from the reef 
to minimise the possibility of reef damage,” a statement said. 
The calming message won’t allay fears for the reef. The federal 
government’s own Reef Water Quality Protection Plan had been 
released in the days leading up to the military exercises and it 
conceded that the health of the Great Barrier Reef has slipped 
from “moderate” to “poor”. There has been a 50 percent decline 
in coral since 1985 and a 34 percent decline in inshore reefs 
since 2005. The average frequency of devastating crown-of-thorns 
starfi sh outbreaks is now once every 15 years; it use to be once 
every 50 to 80 years.

In 2009, the federal and Queensland governments launched 
plans to reduce chemical-laden run-off from adjacent agricultural 
land. The campaign has met with modest success thanks to strong 
support from local farmers. Nevertheless, federal Environment 
Minister Mark Butler admits that “in spite of solid improve-
ment, data tells us that poor water quality is continuing to have 
a detrimental effect on reef health.”

Waters are becoming more acidic. Fertiliser run-off still 
feeds the algae that brings on the crown-of-thorns outbreaks. 
Climate change, which Australian governments are pushing to 
the bottom of their lists of priorities, is causing more frequent 
and more damaging storms. Water temperatures are rising. The 
consequences for the reef have been disastrous.

The federal and Queensland governments are going to spend 
another $375 million on the run-off problem. The splash of dol-
lars has not been lauded by environment experts. They note the 
governments have set back their own targets for nitrogen and 
other pollution in the original plan from 2013 until 2018. They 
suspect the newly announced government spending is simply an 
effort to prevent the natural icon being moved from the World 
Heritage list to the one of World Heritage Sites in Danger.

The shame for the governments would be richly deserved. 
They have encouraged the building of huge new ports nearby 
to deal with massive exports of coal and gas. They will look on 
as dredging is carried out to allow the passing of huge tank-
ers through the area and they have very publicly stepped away 
from policies designed to tackle climate change. They allow the 
military to hold exercises involving tens of thousands of troops 
in the vicinity.

While governments deserve to be caned, the cost to the people 
of Australia (the majority of whom don’t approve of the pro-
corporate agenda of alternating ALP and coalition governments 
on many issues) is incalculable. Only the most optimistic observers 
hold out hope for the Great Barrier Reef. The jobs of workers 
engaged in reef tours – generating an estimated $5 billion a year 
– will be gone. Most importantly, a priceless part of humanity’s 
natural heritage will have been destroyed; sacrifi ced on the altar 
of global capitalism.

Sydney

SATURDAY 27 JULY

OPPOSE AMERICA’S PACIFIC PUSH

DEMAND A CUT IN MILITARY SPENDING

MARCH OF THE INVISIBLES
The Invisibles, dressed in white and masked, symbolise the silent majority – the men and women whose 

voices for peace and justice are ignored by both Labor and Liberal Governments.

However, we will not be silenced!

We march to demand:
No US marines in Darwin

No US war fi ghting and spy bases on our land

No US drone base on the Cocos Island

An end to the integration of the Australian government’s 

foreign policies into the US war machine.

An end to the massive government spending on war preparations

11am: Assemble Belmore Park and dress in costumes

11.30am: March leaves for Town Hall Square
(to book a costume, please call 0418 668 098 or email peace@mira.net )

12 noon: Town Hall Square
Speakers from 12.30PM

Victoria-Lola Leon Guerrero is a Chamoru (indigenous) woman from the Pacifi c island of Guam. Victoria 

brings fi rst hand experience of the eff ects of the rapid expansion of the massive US military bases on her island 

home, the resistance of the Chamoru people to their colonial status and their fi ght for self-determination.

Bruce Gagnon is the Coordinator of the Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space. Bruce 

will speak on the US military’s pivot to our region, focussing on the militarisation of space and the environmen-

tal impacts of military expansion.

Dr John Kaye is a member of the NSW Legislative Council representing the Greens

For more info: Hannah on 0418 668 098 or email peace@mira.net

Guessing Comp for CPA 12th Congress
1st prize . . . Rare print by Len Gale
2nd prize  . . Cartoon by Gerardo Hernandez
3rd prize . . . $50 party bookshop voucher

For tickets phone 02 9699 8844 or info@cpa.org.au

Butts to be returned to CPA 74 Buckingham St Surry Hills NSW 2010 by August 19, 2013.

Tickets

$2 each

3 for $5

book-of-12 for $20

Drawn on Saturday August 31

Continued from page 1

The Rudd government has pinned 
its election hopes in large part on the 
new asylum seeker policy, but even 
this may backfi re. The policy will 
undoubtedly be welcomed by some 
sections of the electorate, but there 
have already been rumblings of dis-
quiet among Labor ranks about the 
moral implications of the scheme, and 
the President of the Victorian Branch 
of the ALP has expressed concerns 
about the possible loss of votes in 
inner city electorates to the Greens, 
because of the policy.

Tasmanian human rights lawyer 
Greg Barns has also pointed out 
that the UN Convention makes no 
discrimination according to mode of 
arrival. However, the PNG scheme is 
intended to apply only to those who 
arrive by boat, while those arriving 
by plane would be unaffected by 
the policy.

Mr  Barns  commented : 
“Effectively you’ve got a form of 
discrimination. 50,000 of them who 
come in every year on planes will be 

treated in a certain way, those who 
come by boat won’t be.”

Rudd has suggested that the 
government might try to get the UN 
Refugee Convention modifi ed to suit 
its needs. But that’s a virtually impos-
sible task, given that most nations are 
relatively poor and would be decid-
edly unsympathetic. The government 
could even renounce the Convention, 
but this would invite world-wide 
condemnation.

On the other hand it could abort 
the PNG scheme, and use different 
methods to reduce the number of 
asylum seekers who take to the sea in 
leaky boats. It could, as a number of 
Afghan asylum seekers in Indonesia 
have suggested, fund the UN to boost 
its presence in Indonesia, to hasten 
determination of the refugee status 
of detainees there.

It could also invite applications 
for asylum from detainees in transit 
countries and provide them with 
written assurances that their applica-
tions would be given fair and serious 
consideration.

And they could act on the 

suggestion of human rights lawyer 
Julian Burnside, and promise to fl y 
them to an Australian metropolitan 
detention centre for processing of their 
applications. This would undoubtedly 
be the most humane solution to the 
current appalling policy mess, and 
probably the cheapest but not one the 
government is prepared to consider.

It has its sights set on winning 
the upcoming elections and believes 
that outdoing the Coalition on asylum 
seekers with a far more inhumane 
policy will win it votes in key mar-
ginal seats.

This reinforces the urgency of 
building a left and progressive move-
ment that is capable of breaking the 
stranglehold of the two major parties 
in the parliamentary system. At the 
forthcoming elections it is important 
to support left and progressive can-
didates and maximise support for the 
Greens to prevent either major party 
having a majority.

And that’s something we should 
all work hard to achieve along with 
fi ghting for a humane asylum seeker 
policy. 

Savage asylum seeker 
scheme failing already
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In August 1963, the Yolngu people 
of Yirrkala in northeast Arnhem 
Land sent two bark petitions – 
framed by traditional ochre paint-
ings of clan designs – to the House 
of Representatives. The petitions 
called on federal Parliament to 
reconsider its decision to excise 
300 square kilometres of Arnhem 
Land for bauxite mining and to 
grant mining rights on the land. 
They also sought recognition of the 
Yolngu peoples’ traditional rights 
and ownership of their lands.

The 50th anniversary of this his-
toric event was the main theme of this 
year’s NAIDOC* celebrations. Prime 
Minister Kevin Rudd travelled north 
to join the 50th anniversary celebra-
tions at Yirrkala.

“Friends, we know that the hopes 
the signatories had of the Yirrkala 
Bark Petitions were not realised,” 
Rudd told those gathered. “The exci-
sion of land was upheld. The bauxite 
mine went ahead. A subsequent court 
challenge to secure land rights failed.”

Since then there have been a 
number of historic milestones, includ-
ing the 1967 Referendum with the 

promise of full and equal citizen-
ship, the Mabo Decision refuting the 
concept of terra nullius, the offi cial 
Apology and now plans for a refer-
endum for Constitutional recognition 
of the First Australians.

Rudd referred to the group of 
courageous elders who spoke up for 
their people and against injustice. 
“Who asserted title to their own lands. 
And set out their claim in images of 
great power and symbolism.

“Fifty years on, some of those 
elders are here today … . Respected 
leaders of their people. Welcoming 
us onto their lands today. Secure 
in the knowledge that the rights 
they asserted all those years ago are 
now recognised in the law of their 
country and the laws of this nation”, 
said Rudd.

“And their rights translating 
now into concrete outcomes for their 
people. Since the signing of the Gove 
Mining Agreement with Rio Tinto in 
2011 the traditional owners have a 
stake and a say in the bauxite mine 
on their land,” claimed Rudd. 

Gumatj clan leader Galarrwuy 
Yunupingu, one of the signatories of 

the Bark Petition, also spoke at the 
celebrations.

“I would like to say one thing to 
the Prime Minister: this land rights 
here is empty, it’s full of everything 
but it’s full of nothing.”

Yunupingu said the local Yolngu 
tribes wanted companies to stop 
mining land around Nhulunbuy, to 
“please go away”, as requested in the 
original petition.

There have been changes since 
then. “The land rights is for the 

Aboriginal people, but the land own-
ership and use of the land ownership 
is not for Aboriginal people – it’s for 
mining companies and for whitefel-
las,” he said. “What will there be for 
us to look forward to?

“It’s the economic development, 
the work, the money that comes 
into the hands of Aboriginal people 
through their own country ... we want 
to develop our own land.”

Yunupingu called on the Yolngu 
clans to unite in the spirit of the panels 

and fi ght to “win the land rights yet 
again”, but this time for economic 
development.
* NAIDOC stands for National 
Aborigines and Islanders 
Day Observance Committee 
(NAIDOC). NAIDOC week, 
the first full week of July is a 
celebration of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and an opportunity to recognise 
the contributions of Indigenous 
Australians in various fields. 

Australia

Fight to win 
land rights

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd with Yirrkala indigenous leaders.

Pete’s Corner

Sixty years 
since the spark 
of the Cuban 
Revolution
Vinnie Molina

On July 26, 2013 Cuba and people 
around the world in solidarity will 
commemorate the 60th anniversary 
of the historical attacks on the 
Moncada and Carlos Manuel de 
Cespedes Barracks.

Cuba prior to 1953 had economic 
and political conditions that exacer-
bated the class struggle. The Cuban 
people resolved that the resistance 
movement had to utilise all forms of 
struggle to defeat the dictatorship. The 
attacks of July 26 were considered a 
military defeat but are regarded as the 
spark of the Cuban revolution that 
later triumphed on January 1, 1959.

Fulgencio Batista had come 
to power through a coup D’état in 
March 1952 and led a dictatorship 
until fl eeing the country at the end 
of 1958 after being pushed out by the 
victorious Rebel Army.

Fidel Castro led the failed 1953 
attacks on the Moncada Barracks 
in Santiago de Cuba with just over 
one hundred patriots while a smaller 
number attacked the Carlos Manuel 
de Cespedes Garrison in Bayamo.

The main objective was to attack 
the military installations and gain 
control of the military armaments for 
distribution to the people and to spark 
an armed insurrection. Unfortunately 
this objective was not achieved and 
most of the combatants were captured, 
tortured and assassinated. Only a hand-
ful had their lives spared and were 
taken prisoners serving long sentences; 
among them Fidel, Raul Castro and 
Juan Almedia among others.

The attacks however sparked a 

mass movement that campaigned for 
the freedom of all political prisoners 
forcing the Batista regime to grant an 
amnesty two years later releasing the 
Moncada survivors.

Fidel, Raul and others spent time 
exiled in Mexico where they organ-
ised the Granma expedition, which 
was joined by Ernesto Che Guevara. 
The expedition landed in Cuba in 
December 1956.

They confronted the Batista’s 
army soon after landing and faced 
many casualties. The few survivors 
from the Granma expedition engaged 
the people of the Sierra Maestra in 
the struggle for freedom. A Rebel 
Army was organised that through 
heroic battles defeated the army of 
the dictatorship marching to Havana 
in January 1959.

July 26 is now a public holiday in 
Cuba; the Day of National Revelry, 
which was fi rst, commemorated on 
July 26, 1959. This fi rst commemo-
ration was attended by thousands of 
Cubans from the countryside in sup-
port of the revolutionary government’s 
agrarian reform.

Sixty years after the historical 
Moncada attacks, the people of Cuba 
continue to support the socialist gov-
ernment and the gains of the revolu-
tion and commemorate this day as the 
spark of the revolution.

This July 26 the Communist Party 
of Australia salutes the people of Cuba 
and their determination in continuing 
to build a Socialist society. The CPA 
also reaffi rms its solidarity with the 
Cuban people in their struggle against 
the US blockade and for the freedom 
of the Cuban Five. 

TAFE cuts cause major 
drop in enrolments
The Australian Education Union 
(AEU) has slammed the Victorian 
government over new fi gures show-
ing TAFE enrolments have fallen 
by 21,000 government-funded 
places in the fi rst quarter of this 
year.

AEU Victorian branch president 
Meredith Peace says the Napthine 
government’s TAFE cuts in 2012 are 
responsible for tens of thousands of 
students no longer being able to attend 
TAFE due to an increase in student 
fees and the cancellation of courses 
across institutions.

“With a 17 percent drop in 
Diploma and Advanced Diploma 
enrolments, the Napthine government 
is on track to fail to meet its agree-
ment with the federal government to 
double the number of people with 
qualifi cations at these levels.”

Ms Peace said the government 

must be accountable for their actions 
and take responsibility for the fact that 
thousands of Victorians are no longer 
enrolling in TAFE due to signifi cant 
fee increases, campus closures and 
courses no longer being offered.

The fi gures from the Victorian 
Training Market Quarterly Report 
show that the drop of 21,000 enrol-
ments amounts to an overall decline 
of 7 percent.

“What is clear is that stu-
dents are deterred from study due 
to the increase in costs and lost 
opportunities.

“Minister Hall has pointed to a 
4% increase in enrolments in ‘spe-
cialised or in-shortage occupations’ 
over the last year. What this tells us 
is that choice has been taken out of 
student hands, and TAFEs are losing 
the breadth of their occupational 
training offerings and opportunities.

“We have no doubt that we will 
continue to see bleak statistics from 
our TAFEs, arising directly from the 
Victorian government’s cuts.”

The AEU has repeatedly called on 
the government to commit to a well-
resourced, high quality TAFE sector 
that encourages learning, rather than 
making it less accessible for students.

“The Napthine government is 
solely responsible for the dire situa-
tion our public TAFEs are in. The only 
way they can rectify this situation is 
by reinstating the $300 million per 
year they cut without further delay,” 
said Ms Peace.

“The TAFE market share of 
Vocational Education and Training is 
now only 45% and this government 
seems determined to undermine the 
public TAFE system with its current 
policies.” 
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Richard Titelius

In the wake of Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd’s decision on July 
19 to banish asylum seekers to 
Manus Island and other parts of 
the Papua New Guinea mainland, 
refugee rights rallies were called in 
capital cities around the country, 
including Perth, Melbourne and 
Sydney.

The Perth rally was called by 
Refugee Rights Action Network 
(RRAN) and other groups who sup-
port refugee rights, and held in the 
Murray Street Mall in the centre of 
Perth.

The rally was attended by about 
200 people and heard from a number 
of speakers. The fi rst was Phil Chilton 
– long time RRAN activist – who con-
demned the move by Rudd to outdo 
federal Liberal Party spokesman on 
immigration Scott Morrison who had 
earlier in the week, declared war on 
people smugglers; a poorly disguised 
attempt to say that the Liberals had 
declared a war on refugees.

Chilton condemned the hysteria 
being whipped up by the corporate 
media and the Opposition on the back 
of the increase in the tens of millions 
of refugees now being thrown up by 
wars, famines, climate change and 
oppression around the world.

Senator Scott Ludlam of the 
Greens spoke next and noted, “Just 
when you thought this policy – the 

racist and exploitative policy on 
refugees – could not get any worse- 
it does!” Ludlam condemned the 
Australian government of self-
contract ing out our human rights obli-
gations pursuant to the United Nations 
1951 Convention on Human Rights. 
The United Nations had created this 
convention following the plight of 
the masses of refugees thrown up by 
World War II and the tragedies which 
occurred when some countries refused 
to accept refugees.

Ludlam called on Australians to 
link up with those who are next to 
us at the rally and in our commu-
nities and start voting for genuine 
alternatives.

The next speaker was Sam 
Wainwright, the Socialist Alliance 
candidate for Fremantle in the upcom-
ing federal election and a member of 
a Sri Lankan Tamil support group.

Wainwright suggested that “The 
fear and loathing of refugees is a 
deliberately cynical concoction, 
while the refugee problem is a very 
real one.”

The fi ght to protect refugees was 
a fi ght to protect the dignity of asylum 
seekers and it is about fi ghting to 
protect the dignity of all Australians.

Once the speakers had fi nished 
the 200 people marched through the 
Hay and Murray Street Malls with 
a brief sit down on William Street 
which held up traffi c and helped to 
publicise the cause. 

Public rally in Perth against 
Rudd’s New Guinea Solution

The Greens Scott Ludlum addresses the Refugee Rights Rally in Murray Street Mall, Perth. 
(Photo: Richard Titelius)

McDonald’s protesters hit by writs
Andy Burns

Protesters at  the Tecoma 
McDonald’s site in the Dandenong 
Ranges say they have been 
slapped with Supreme Court writs 
demanding damages for delaying 
construction of the controversial 
development.

Garry Muratore, spokesman for 
the “No Maccas in Tecoma” group 
said two protesters were served 
last night and the document named 
eight individuals.

The injunction reportedly 
claims costs for security and build-
ing delays, in a move the protesters 

are labelling more “bully boy tac-
tics” and corporate thuggery. “They 
have warned us off the site, they 
are claiming damages including 
delay costs and cost of security, 
which we have been told is cost-
ing $30,000 a week,” Mr Muratore 
said. “They are just thugs, it is just 
intimidation.”

The anti-Macca’s protester 
said they have dealt with weeks 
of intimidation including men-
ace from private security hired 
by McDonald’s to guard the 
site. “During the fi rst week we 
have guys in balaclavas saying 
‘we will break your fi ngers and 

teeth when the police leave’,” 
he said.

McDonald’s spokeswoman 
Skye Oxenham said in a statement 
that the injunction was about safety. 
“We respect people’s right to pro-
test provided they do so in a safe, 
peaceful and lawful manner,” she 
said. “In this case, we have needed 
to seek relief from the court so that 
we can safely build our restau-
rant in accordance with planning 
approval. This means removing 
those trespassing on the roof and 
those obstructing movement to and 
from the site.”

There has been no work on the 

site since July 3 when CFMEU 
union representatives removed 
workers, citing safety concerns. 
Protesters have been occupying the 
site and well-wishers have been 
supplying them with food, drinks 
and other supplies including a 
heater.

It comes as two native birds 
could be a further hurdle for the 
fast food outlet’s construction. 
Two spur-winged plovers have 
been spotted regularly at the site 
by birdwatchers, who believe they 
are ready to lay their eggs and nest 
there. All native birds are protected 
under the Wildlife Act 1975 and it 

is illegal to kill birds, or to inter-
fere with their nests containing 
eggs or young, without a permit or 
authority.

Criminal defence lawyer Rob 
Starry is currently meeting with 
protesters to decide where they 
will go from here, but Mr Muratore 
said they have had many offers of 
support from QCs and the business 
community. “We had a guy pull 
over outside the site this morning, 
in a business suit and tie … and 
say ‘here’s $250, stop the bastards, 
I’ll be back with more money and 
friends,’ it brought a tear to my 
eye,” Mr Muratore said. 

Protected action 
win at UWS
National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU) members at the University 
of Western Sydney (UWS) have 
fi nally won the right to vote in 
a ballot for protected indus-
trial action, with the Fair Work 
Commission’s (FWC) approval of 
the ballot application.

NTEU members at UWS will 
be able to vote on taking industrial 
action in the ballot that will begin 
on July 29.

In a major victory for the union, 
the FWC rejected every objection 
of the university and in fact reiter-
ated the provisions of the Act and 
case law that allow for members to 
vote in a protected action ballot.

“Our application should have 

been treated as non-controversial. 
Instead, management of the uni-
versity tried to make it a technical, 
legal matter. This distortion of usual 
procedure is against the spirit and 
intention of the Act,” NSW division 
secretary Genevieve Kelly said.

Kelly said that NTEU mem-
bers are angry that UWS manage-
ment took the very unusual step 
of spending university resources 
and taxpayers’ money engaging 
Maddocks Lawyers, an expensive 
law fi rm, to negotiate a new enter-
prise agreement and no one from 
the management of the university is 
available in the room to negotiate.

NTEU UWS members want 
to use the ballot to send a clear 

message to Vice Chancellor Reid 
and Maddocks Lawyers that the 
NTEU branch is committed to 
progress negotiations and get an 
agreement expeditiously.

“The provision in the Fair Work 
Act was meant to ensure that unions 
do not take industrial action without 
the consent of their members. Now 
we have a public university using 
a fi rm of highly paid lawyers to 
attempt to deny union members the 
right to vote in a ballot. The words 
“as far as practicable” should be 
deleted from the relevant clause,” 
Kelly said.

“The legislation must be 
changed to stop this sort of vexa-
tious employer behaviour.” 
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Steven Katsineris

Many years ago, when I lived in 
Tasmania I camped and travelled 
around the southern part of the 
beautiful Tarkine wilderness in 
north-western Tasmania for a 
few days. A treasured experience 
vividly etched in my mind still. In 
late 2012, I was elated to be able to 
revisit the spectacular region again 
with my son, Andreas.

The area has a wide range of 
landscapes, including sand dunes, 
rivers, swamps, waterfalls, lagoons, 
mountains, caves and coastline. 
The Tarkine is Australia’s largest 
remaining temperate rainforest wil-
derness region and also contains a 
diversity of other vegetation types, 
such as Eucalypt forests, woodlands, 
scrublands, heathlands, button grass, 
wetlands and grasslands.

The wild region’s habitat is home 
to 28 species of land mammals, 130 
species of birds, 11 reptile species, 8 
frog species, 13 species of freshwater 
fi sh and many species of insects, 
spiders and crustaceans. There are 
over 60 species of threatened, rare 
or endangered plants and animals, 
including Tasmanian Devils, Wedged-
tailed Eagles, Spot-tailed Quolls, 
Swift Parrots, Masked Owls, Orange-
bellied Parrots, Grey Goshawks 
(white form) and the world’s largest 
freshwater crayfi sh, the Tayatea, a 
giant lobster, among other animals.

We entered the region from the 
northwest coast, through the town of 
Marrawah. We drove south through 
the Tarkine stopping to walk at 
various places and observed Metallic 
Skinks, Grey Goshawks, Green 
Rosellas, Blue Wrens and Wedged-
tailed Eagles amongst the forest.

Eventually we arrived at the 
small town of Arthur River, where 
we stayed for a couple of days and 
drove and walked around explor-
ing the nearby wild areas. On our 
various beach and bushwalks we saw 
Pademelons, Bennett’s Wallabies, 
Pied Oystercatchers, Pink Robins, 

Fairy Terns, Hooded Plovers and 
other animals.

On the second day, we travelled 
up the pretty Arthur River on a 
fascinating boat trip. The journey 
included a stroll and barbeque in the 
rainforest. During this trip we spotted 
Black Currawongs, White-bellied Sea 
Eagles and more Bennett’s Wallabies, 
as well as lots of other wildlife.

After our boat cruise fi nished 
we left Arthur River that afternoon 
to drive south to Corinna and then 
on to Strahan. The road is mostly 
unsealed and narrow and is quite 
rough in some sections, as it winds 
its way along, up and down hills and 
gullies weaving through the Tarkine 
wilderness. The road is known as 
the white road as it’s coloured white; 
from being constructed from sandy 
Silica material from a nearby mine. 
The panorama looks quite strange, 
but stunning, as you view the white 
road at a high point running into the 
distance meandering through the wild 
landscape.

Around an hour later we reached 
a junction in the road, with one road 
going north towards Smithton and 
Stanley, the other road to Corinna. 
We continued our journey south on 
a fairly straight section of the road 
south towards Corinna. About ten 
minutes after the turnoff we came 
around a slight bend and were utterly 
amazed to see a young, healthy Devil 
wander out of the scrub at the edge 
of the road.

I quickly stopped the car on the 
side of the narrow road as best I 
could. The fi ne-looking Devil was 
just a few metres ahead of us on 
the roadside. When it got onto the 
roadway, it turned and walked along 
the road lowering and raising its 
head sniffi ng the earth and the air. 
The Devil looked back towards us, 
but seemed quite unconcerned about 
our presence.

As Andreas grabbed his camera, 
I tried to move the car off the road 
a little more. But as I moved the car 
forward the Devil turned and at fi rst 

ambled back away from the road and 
then a moment later swiftly bounded 
off back into the thick scrub. The 
Devil’s behaviour as it left high-
lighted how fi t it was, with just three 
brisk leaps it went across the cleared 
area near the road and was gone.

Even though we were travel-
ling through a remote area, it was a 
really unexpected event, to observe 
a Tasmanian Devil on the roadside 
in the afternoon. I’ve seen them in 
the wild before, at dusk and dawn, 
but usually at a distance. Although it 
was a brief glimpse, we felt incred-
ibly fortunate to have such a close 
encounter with this young Devil. And 
we were very pleased to see that the 
Devil was in such fi ne condition.

Considering the dire situation 
of the Tasmanian Devils it is very 
heartening to know there are parts of 
the state where Devils have no Facial 
Tumour Disease. This disease has 
killed off 80 percent of the Tasmanian 
Devil population in the past decade. 
So, it’s encouraging that there is still a 
signifi cant population of disease free 
Devils in the Tarkine. The Tarkine 
region is therefore really crucial to 
the continued survival of the species 
in the wild. Proposals for further 
mining, logging and more roads pose 
threats to the future survival of the 
Devil and should be rejected. Let’s 
strive to ensure that these unaffected 
populations can be preserved and left 
to continue to thrive there in the wild.

We drove on to Corinna, content 
with what we had observed and done 
in our short period in the Tarkine. It 
is an exquisite place and a journey 
through the wild region is a truly 
magnifi cent experience, made even 
more unforgettable for us after com-
ing across this wonderful sight of 
such a lively Tasmanian Devil. It is 
a much-treasured memory of our visit 
to this marvellous wild region. And 
the presence of a healthy population 
Tasmanian Devils is one of many 
worthy reasons that the amazing 
Tarkine wilderness needs proper 
protection. 

A Devil 
encounter 
in the Tarkine 
Wilderness

Bennett’s Wallaby. (Photo: Andreas Katsineris)

Kevin Rudd’s claim the other week “I have never believed in 
class warfare” was a plea to the capitalist class that it could rely 
on a Rudd Labor government to suppress struggle and resis-
tance to neo-liberal policies. He promised closer co-operation 
with business and made references to the Hawke-Keating peri-
od when trade unions and Labor co-operated with employers to 
boost profi ts. The promise then was that wage restraint would 
lead to higher profi ts, these profi ts would be invested and cre-
ate jobs, and then wages would rise. The fi rst bit worked, wage 
restraint saw profi ts take off, but all the employers did then 
was demand more blood – lower wages, longer hours, etc. As 
for the new investments, look offshore for them. The Hawke-
Keating government successfully suppressed struggle during 
a period of rapid structural adjustment – privatisation, deregu-
lation and dismantling of the award system governing wages 
and working conditions. Rudd is promising more of the same.

The ink is hardly dry on Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s great 
democratisation plans for the Labor Party and it is being put to 
its fi rst test – the selection of candidates to replace the MPs who 
announced their departure following Rudd’s resurrection. The 
battle over former PM Julia Gillard’s seat in Melbourne is shaping 
up to be a bobby dazzler. The big boys on the National Executive 
were met with local resistance when they attempted to step in. 
The problem is that expectations are high amongst the rank 
and fi le, and it is not proving so easy. They have been forced 
to do some consulting with local ALPers, and even allow some 
of them to carry out selections. Not quite business as usual.

Independent MP Alex Greenwich has plans to introduce a private 
member’s bill to the NSW state Parliament to abolish legislation 
that exempts church schools from provisions of the NSW Anti-
Discrimination Act that make it illegal to discriminate against a 
student for being gay, lesbian or transgender. The exemption is in 
the name of preserving religious freedom: “The objective is not to 
punish, but to protect the rights of those families who send their 
child to a school based on a religious faith,” Ian Baker, acting 
executive director of the NSW Catholic Education Commission 
said. Laurie Scandrett, CEO of the Sydney Anglican Schools 
Corporation, also strongly opposed to removing the exemption 
noted, “Most private schools have a religious ethos, they stand 
for something, and if these exemptions were removed that would 
break down the ability of these schools to maintain whatever 
their particular ethos is.” It’s clear what this ethos is: homopho-
bia and discrimination. It’s about time it was broken down. It is 
outrageous that these schools receive millions of dollars of pub-
lic money to push a non-secular, homophobic curriculum. Note, 
not all church school authorities oppose the amendments. 
The Australian Council of Jewish Schools supports the bill.

Help with biography required
Jan Richardson is writing a biog-
raphy of Don McLeod and needs 
our help.

The archives have contradic-
tory information about McLeod 
and the Communist Party, and Jan 
is trying to get this right in the 
biography.

Can you answer any of the 
following questions or put her in 
touch with Party veterans who may 
be able to help?
1. How long was Don McLeod a 

member of the CPA?
2. Did Don McLeod ever stay with 

Frank Hardy in Sydney?
3. Don McLeod was a consultative 

delegate at a CPA State 
Conference in WA. He is 
reported to have criticised JB 

Miles who responded positively 
while other delegates were 
incensed by an attack on Miles. 
When was this conference held 
and does anyone have more 
information about it?

4. There is a report that the CPA 
asked Don McLeod to recruit 
Aborigines and he refused. Is 
this true? Does anyone have any 
more information about this?

5. When and why did Don 
McLeod leave the CPA?
If you can help, please contact 

Jan Richardson at janrich@bigpond.
com or Hannah Middleton at peace@
mira.net

On 1 May 1946 Indigenous 
pastoral workers walked off the job 
by pre-arrangement. The decision 

to declare the strike had been made 
through a series of meetings and 
word circulated throughout the 
region by the distribution of calen-
dars, marking 1 May 1946 as the 
day to stop work. 

Mass arrests were made, and 
many of the strike leaders were 
incarcerated: Strike leaders Dooley 
Bin Bin, Clancy McKenna and 
Don McLeod were arrested and 
sentenced to three months hard 
labour. 

Desert people with McLeod 
continued working in mining under 
a new corporate structure called 
Nomads. Ultimately, McLeod’s 
Nomads Pty Ltd acquired Strelley 
Station and still maintains its 
independence. 
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Thanks comrades, thanks for the opportunity 
to speak today. I’ve never attended a Sydney 
District Conference and I’m looking forward 
to hearing what issues are on comrades’ minds 
and what sorts of activities our Branches here 
have been engaged in.

Australia is a big place and this has 
advantages and disadvantages for us. It aids 
the development of regionalism and quite big 
differences between city and country and, to 
some extent, from state to state. It makes life 
hard for our Party – for our leadership to be in 
close contact with its far-fl ung organisations.

Party organisations can differ from one 
another markedly, even on political questions. 
This is a challenge for us as a Marxist-Leninist 
organisation working on the principles of demo-
cratic centralism. We must work at unifying our 
approach and learning from one another about 
what works and what doesn’t as we campaign 
in our different localities. So, again, I appreciate 
this opportunity to learn more about your work 
here and to take this back to Adelaide for our 
mutual benefi t.

It’s an unusual feeling speaking to you in 
this way, delivering a report as Acting General 
Secretary of the Party. This is the fi rst time I 
will have done this. I wasn’t expecting this to 
happen and, while it’s an enormous honour, 
it’s happened at a very daunting time – right 
in the lead-up to our Party Congress. I know 
comrade Hannah was intending to remain in 
her post until the Congress but circumstances 
didn’t allow for that to happen. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Hannah for the 
enormous effort she put into her work as General 
Secretary. She has had major battles with her 
health and conditions within the Party in recent 
times have been quite diffi cult. I’ll return to this 
a bit later. I would like to acknowledge the very 
great efforts of the outgoing National Organiser, 
Denis Doherty, as well. Thank you comrades.

Backdrop
I’d like to say something about the back-

drop to the District Conference and the 12th 
congress and why I believe these events are so 
important. Ever since I started attending such 
gatherings, comrades have noted very similar 
things. Capitalism is drifting further into crisis, 
US imperialism is becoming more desperate and 
reckless, millions more people are being drawn 
into struggle against capitalism and imperialism. 
It was true then and it’s true right now. In fact, 
it’s never been truer. There’s been a qualitative 

change in the long crisis of capitalism we have 
been noting for some time.

Of course, more than half the planet’s 
people have gone to sleep hungry for a long 
time but the hunger is spreading to countries 
once thought to have conquered that scourge, at 
least. We see reports of people in Greece going 
to fascist organisations for food parcels to ward 
off the hunger pangs. People have asphyxiated 
in their apartments because they have burned 
rubbish indoors in order to stay warm. Pensions 
and wages have been slashed. Young people are 
heading overseas once more because they see 
no future at home. The same phenomena are 
evident in Portugal, Spain, Italy, Ireland, the 
UK and elsewhere in Europe. Eastern Europe 
is devastated and the US is still struggling to 
revive a stalled economy despite trillions in 
debt and stimulus spending.

We know the reasons for this downturn. It’s 
another of the cyclical crises that characterise 
the capitalist economic system. It has been 
exacerbated by worsening levels of corruption 
and galloping monopolisation of the global 
economy but it’s a very familiar pattern. But 
this time it’s deeper and the national economies 
affected have fewer tools available for govern-
ments to do anything about it. Privatisation and 
deregulation are the sacred cows of neo-liberal 
governments across the planet and international 
trade agreements have been put in place to 
prevent them changing course.

The situation is grim and the forces con-
fronting the people are well resourced and 
ruthless. But resist they do. Greek workers 
under the leadership of Party-aligned trade 
union organisation PAME held another general 
strike this week. That’s the 20th since the cur-
rent wave of “austerity” began. Arrests and tear 
gas won’t stop them. Fascist gangs won’t stop 
them. Some of the biggest protests in recent 
history have taken place in European cities like 
London and Madrid.

The socialist countries continue to develop 
and consolidate. Elsewhere, as we know, people 
have created a breach in the defences of impe-
rialism. It started in Venezuela in 1998. The 
Bolivarian Revolution has infl uenced others in 
Latin America to band together and stand up to 
US imperialism. Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua 
and El Salvador have elected governments from 
organisations with deep roots in the community. 
Brazil and Argentina are not the pushovers for 
imperialism they once were. Nationalisation of 
resources and industries have been carried out 

and workers’ control is being implemented. The 
poor are being fed and educated. Cuban-trained 
doctors are looking after their health.

What about Australia?
State power is still in the hands of the capi-

talist class and there have been set-backs like in 
Honduras but the gains by these people in strug-
gle should be an inspiration to us all. So what 
about Australia? We are not the most affected 
by the grab back of rights and conditions being 
carried out under the banner of “austerity” but 
the changes are harsh and are gathering pace. 
Single parents have been booted onto the dole 
and further into poverty. Charities can’t keep 
up with the appeals for help – for food and with 
spiralling bills. More and more companies are 
talking about the need to drastically cut wages 
to restore Australia’s “competitiveness” on glo-
bal markets. It’s still open season on unions in 
Australia, particularly those ones taking action 
to protect their members’ interests.

Resource companies write their own tax 
legislation. They continue to encroach onto 
Aboriginal land and now onto other private 
farming land in order to “frack” for coal seam 
gas. They waged a relentless campaign against 
any regulation of carbon emissions and they 
appear to have secured almost total victory. It 
will be a temporary one because people will 
fi ght back. Look at the Lock the Gate campaign. 
Elsewhere, look at the people of Tecoma as 
they fi ght to keep McDonalds out of their town. 
Bussies went on strike in Brisbane recently and 
thousands of workers took to the streets in Perth 
to protect local jobs.

It’s great and we should be throwing our-
selves into supporting these actions. But for all 
these instances of resistance, the movement is 
too weak. The fl ow is going the wrong way. 
We may yet have a Coalition dominated federal 
government committed to worsening conditions 
for working people. There is a consensus among 
the two big parties of capital about the US alli-
ance and the further involvement of Australia 
in US war plans in the region – plans with 
the ultimate objective of destroying people’s 
China. Since the last District Conference, the 
Australian government has agreed to another US 
military base in Darwin. Australian troops are 
still in Afghanistan. We aid and abet the US as 
it deploys drones and seeks to undermine more 
independent-minded states like Syria by the 
most appallingly brutal means. Our country’s 
reputation continues to be trashed by the govern-
ment’s inhumane treatment of asylum seekers.

Comrades, we know this. We have spoken 
about this at length at our meetings and reported 
on developments in The Guardian. The reason 
the resistance to capitalism is too weak, why 
unions are on the back foot and why the dis-
advantaged are getting kicked in the teeth is 
because our Party is too small and too weak. 
You know this too. I don’t want to wallow in 

the detail of these shortcomings because that 
can be very discouraging to people and it does 
a disservice to the comrades doing great work, 
often unbeknownst to the rest of us.

I was recently knocked out to fi nd out about 
the work of our Riverina Branch. The fact that 
there is a Riverina Branch in this day and age 
amazes me. My wife comes from the region so 
I know how conservative the political terrain is 
out there. I heard they are carrying on advocacy 
work for people on benefi ts having housing and 
other diffi culties. They’re growing and want 
to start a food coop for battlers in the district. 
Let’s celebrate that.

In SA we had a member of our Port Branch 
serve on the local council for almost 20 years. 
We now have comrade Tony elected to the 
Auburn Council. The SA State Committee has 
led a two-year-long campaign against increased 
uranium exports out of Port Adelaide. It has 
now brought the Medical Association for the 
Prevention of War, a local environment group 
and members of Friends of the Earth into the 
battle. As I said, I’m looking forward to hear ing 
about the work of Branches here in Sydney and 
learning from that.

Active and United for a 
The following is the report given by CPA Acting General Secretary Bob Briton 
to the Sydney District Conference of the Party held at the head office over the 
weekend. Delegates gave reports on their work since the last Conference, considered 
amendments to the Party’s major document and elected delegates to the 12th National 
congress to be held in Sydney in October. The slogan for the congress is “Active and 
United for a Socialist Australia”. Bob took up these themes in his contribution.

Sydney

SA CPA celebrates 24th State Conference
On July 27, we will be celebrating our 24th State Conference and we’d like to invite you to 

join us to toast the occasion at the conclusion of official business. 

The Conference is being held at the Royal Park Doghouse Club, 66 Wattle Avenue and 

the public event will begin at 4.30pm, concluding at around 6pm. 

Anna Pha, former editor and now regular contributor to Party’s weekly newspaper, The 

Guardian, is our guest speaker.

Toast the 24th Conference of the Communist Party of Australia (SA)

Saturday July 27, 4.30pm - 6.00pm
Royal Park Doghouse Club, 66 Wattle Avenue, Royal Park, Adelaide
Catching the bus? Closest stop is Stop 33A, Tapleys Hill Rd.

We look forward to you joining us to celebrate the work of 

the CPA and our 24th State Conference (South Australia).

Politics, dinner and music in solidarity with 

Cuba’s internationalist mission.

All money raised will go towards funding projects in Cuba.

Tickets - $30 (standard) / $50 (solidarity)

Buy online at: http://www.trybooking.com/53061

For info: Chela 0422 665 099 – president@sydney-acfs.org

Australia Cuba Friendship Society Sydney and Committee in Solidarity with Cuba Western Suburbs
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We have members giving leadership in 
their unions – comrade Warren in the MUA, 
David Matters in the RTBU in Queenland, 
Party President Vinnie Molina in the CFMEU 
in WA. We produce a paper every week putting 
our Party’s position to a loyal readership. It 
is a widely consulted and appreciated online 
resource. For all our shortcomings, for all our 
frustration that we are not more infl uential than 
we are, we should fi rst acknowledge the work 
that is done and give support and encourage-
ment to the comrades carrying it out. If I had 
to identify our major organisational defect I 
would say it is a failure to do precisely that and 
it would be the simplest thing to turn around. 
All it would take is a slight shift in attitude and 
a tighter rein of our tongue.

History
Of course, that’s not our only shortcoming. I 

notice a new one developing in the Party which 
I would like to say something about. I think 
it has grown out of the frustration we all feel 
from time to time about the lack of infl uence of 
our Party. This has led to some very unhelpful 
conclusions including that our Program, based 

on long accepted analysis, is to blame, that it is 
revisionist. We shouldn’t strive for an alliance 
of left and progressive forces; we should work 
with Marxists only; we shouldn’t seek election 
to parliaments or to establish a government of a 
new type. A new word has entered the lexicon – 
“stage-ism”, which is said to be a revisionist idea 
at odds with the supposed Communist program 
of more or less instantaneous seizure of state 
power and the establishment of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat.

In the Australian context, this is a major left 
error. I can’t and won’t speak for other Parties 
in other countries. But in this country, given its 
history and the grip of social democracy on the 
thinking of the workers and the trade unions, 
the idea that we will press straight on to social-
ism without passing through a period of anti-
monopoly, progressive government is fanciful.

Our program does not suggest that social 
change will be led from parliaments; it insists 
the progression from the popular, anti-monopoly 
stage to the revolutionary stage must be led by 
forces in the workplace and communities that 
will benefi t from it. The Party will be in the 
forefront. It doesn’t say the ruling class will 

not challenge these developments or that the 
working class and its allies will not have to 
defend their gains by all means necessary. I 
don’t recognise the Program of our Party in the 
“stage-ist” criticisms directed at it and I have 
not heard a persuasive alternative.

I have read and re-read a Party document 
The Pattern of Struggle for Marxism Leninism 
in Australia. It was written in 1983, at the height 
of the struggle with the right opportunist trend in 
the Party. Among the conclusions was that since 
its foundation there has been a constant struggle 
to keep the movement on a consistent Marxist 
Leninist line because of the huge effect of petit 
bourgeois ideology in this country. Actually you 
would have to qualify this and say it is a quasi 
ideology because there are two sorts of ideology 
in the world today – working class ideology and 
capitalist ruling class ideology.

The petit bourgeoisie feels squeezed by the 
forces of the organised working class and on 
the other hand is under enormous pressure from 
the monopolies. Its political position can swing 
wildly as it reacts to the forces acting on it.

It can fall in behind fascist movements 
promising to smash the trade unions and the 
parties advocating socialism. On the other hand, 
sensing the injustices imposed by the capital-
ists they will create, join or support ultra “left” 
groups. While they may infl uence a few workers, 
they have little contact with or understanding 
of working class life so slogans advocating 
revolution now seem perfectly realistic to this 
group, regardless of the reality. Interestingly, 
they make the most frequent use of the terms 
“proletariat” and “working class”.

Are these people enemies? Their sectarian-
ism can make it hard to work with them but no, 
they are not enemies. That’s just as well because 
the petit bourgeoisie in Australia is large and 
getting bigger. Small business is the biggest 
employer of Australians. The ranks of small 
business people are being swelled by the use 
of contractors rather than in-house employees. 
Lots of redundant factory workers are buying 
franchises for mowing services and the like. 
Many Australians strike out in a small business 
to escape the daily humiliations that accompany 
wage slavery. Some work for less than wages 
so as to have some independence and some 
dignity. No, these people are fi rst and foremost 
our potential allies against the monopolies. But 
we don’t need their wildly gyrating “ideology” 
infl uencing members of our Party.

Marxism Leninism
Comrades, Marxism Leninism is a compass, 

not a road map. It’s not a collection of holy texts 
to be quoted chapter and verse irrespective of 
time and place. Its universality is in its approach 
to problems, its dialectical method committed 
to moving beyond class exploitative society. 
Our thinking and planning around challenges 
often falls to either side of the optimal approach, 

much like the airline pilot who spends most of 
the trip adjusting course to the true one. We 
will all make left and right errors from time to 
time but it is clear in my mind that a rejection 
of the underpinnings of our current Program and 
Constitution would be a serious and very dam-
aging left error, a complete swerve off course.

Comrades, we need to get back on the same 
page ideologically. I feel that our neglect of 
education in the Party has caused some of the 
problems we experience from time to time. That 
has to be rectifi ed and must be a major priority 
of the incoming Central Committee.

Another is the situation of our Party and 
recruitment among the youth. I wrote about 
this in the discussion journal so I won’t take 
up much time here. I would just say that in 
the term of the incoming Central Committee 
we will have to develop a strategy across the 
Party, throughout our work and our print and 
online publications to attract younger people. 
This won’t completely address the problem of 
generations who appear to be allergic to joining 
political organisations but it will be a start. This 
is a Catch 22 but I think the other clues will 
have to come from young people themselves 
as to how they would like to be involved in the 
Party or, if the possibility exists, a Communist 
youth organisation. I’m sure participation in 
the production of our own alternative media 
would be of great interest to them. We should 
explore that.

I’ll close by mentioning some things I’m 
sure we hold in common. We all want a big-
ger, more infl uential Party. We would all like 
to feel greater pride in its achievements. We 
would all like to land a few more punches on 
the class enemy and be of more help to others 
that are trying to do that. We would all like to 
spend more time carrying out practical work to 
a more professional standard. We can do that. 
We might look like a mob of battlers gathered 
in a room on a random Saturday in Sydney but 
I sincerely believe in the power of the collective 
guided by a powerful ideology. I’m sure you 
do too. Otherwise you wouldn’t have bothered 
making the major commitment indicated by 
joining the Communist Party in such a hostile 
environment. And I’m like you – I don’t want 
to die wondering if we could have built the 
Party of our dreams if only we had devoted a 
bit more effort and kept it together a bit better.

Every day dawns afresh in a sense. We 
can make a new commitment to turn around 
an unsatisfactory situation or put it off or give 
up. I think this year with our state and district 
conferences and our National Congress we have 
opportunities to recommit and lift the Party’s 
fortunes. Is this important in the scheme of 
things? I believe it utterly important to the future 
of the workers and other exploited people of 
Australia. If we don’t rise to these challenges, 
the future looks very bleak. If we do, the future 
is ours. 
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COME AND ENJOY THE ANNUAL CELEBRATION

OF THE CPA'S WEEKLY PAPER The Guardian
We invite you to celebrate and help us improve the paper by talking to our comrades. 

Say what you like and needs to change.

SUPPORT OUR 12th CONGRESS – ACTIVE AND UNITED FOR A SOCIALIST AUSTRALIA
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Congress to be held in October 2013.
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democratic and secular rights and against military intervention. The 

struggles in Greece, Turkey and Syria are only part of the signifi cant 

people’s fi ght back.

Democritus House 583 High Street, Northcote.

Sunday 28th July 2-5pm

$15 – Afternoon Tea Provided, Drinks Available

Enquiries 9639 1550
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For more information visit: www.unaavictoria.org.au or contact the 
UNAA Victoria offi ce on: (03) 9670 7878 or awards@unaavictoria.org.au
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Brian Becker

Forget the crocodile tears from 
the US government about Nelson 
Mandela’s poor health. Imperialist 
diplomacy with all of its sugar-
coated phrases is nothing more 
than a form of historical perjury.

Nelson Mandela’s arrest in 1962, 
which led to 18 of his 27 years of 
imprisonment on Robbins Island, was 
based on the work of the CIA. The 
CIA and National Security Agency 
worked as partners with the racist, 
apartheid regime’s vicious military 
and intelligence services.

Mandela was a leader of the 
African National Congress (ANC) 
that organised civil resistance and an 
armed struggle against South Africa’s 
white racist apartheid regime. The 
United States and the other Western 
capitalist governments supported the 
racist, fascist apartheid regime.

Mandela was labelled a terrorist 
by the United States. So was the entire 
ANC. Even as late as 2008 the US 
State Department had to pass special 
waivers so that Mandela or any ANC 
leader could visit the United States 
because he and the ANC were still 
on the “terrorist watch list.”

The ANC’s struggle for Black 
majority rule and the liquidation of 
apartheid received critical support 
from Cuba, the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. The ANC 
had an active alliance with South 
African Communist Party in the strug-
gle for Black majority rule.

Even after the fall of the apartheid 

government ANC members applying 
for visas to the USA were fl agged 
for questioning and forced to ask for 
waivers to enter the country. Former 
ANC chairman Tokyo Sexwale was 
denied a visa in 2002.

In 2007, Barbara Masekela, South 
Africa’s ambassador to the United 
States until the year prior was denied 
a visa to visit a dying cousin living in 
the United States.

The CIA and NSA spy services 
– with the full collaboration of such 
transnational corporations at IBM,  
Kodak and many others – worked at 
all levels and for decades for apart-
heid and against the African National 
Congress activists who were routinely 
murdered, tortured and sentenced to 
life terms in the hell holes of South 
Africa.

The ANC was labelled and treated 
as a terrorist organisation and pro-
communist by the CIA and successive 
US administrations, Democratic and 
Republican alike. Congress, too, was 
an enthusiastic cheerleader for this 
vile partnership with the planet’s most 
disgustingly racist regime.

The House of Representatives 
only voted to call for Nelson 
Mandela’s release from prison in 
1986 when it was clear that the 
fascist apartheid regime’s days were 
numbered, leading the United States 
and Britain to abruptly shift course 
and broker a negotiated end to the 
white supremacist system. A mass 
worldwide anti-apartheid movement 
had completely isolated South Africa. 
Dick Cheney voted against the House 

resolution in 1986, pointing out that 
the US government was still retaining 
the ANC on the offi cial  US “terror-
ist list.”

The US and Britain knew the end 
had fi nally come for the usefulness 
of the apartheid government when 
its seemingly invincible military was 
decisively defeated by the Angolan 
army and thousands of Cuban vol-
unteers in the historic battle of Cuito 
Canavale.

As Mandela said, “When Africa 
called, Cuba answered.”

In an act of shameless duplicity, 
once Mandela was released from pris-
on, each successive US administration 
has pretended that the United States 
was always opposed to Mandela’s 
imprisonment and stood with him 
against apartheid.

After getting out of prison, 
Mandela came to the United States to 
meet President George HW Bush on 
June 25, 1990. He was being touted 
as a hero and a champion in the fi ght 
against racism. The US government, 
working through propagandists in the 
corporate-owned media, tried to instil 
a society-wide case of amnesia about 
the fact that they were the defenders 
of apartheid and directly responsible 
for Mandela’s imprisonment.

But one reporter had the gall to 
ask an unscripted question.

Bush’s press secretary, Marlin 
Fitzwater, was asked in the days 
before the June 25 meeting with 
Bush whether the president would 
apologise to Mandela for the US role 
in his arrest.

Fitzwater was angry and caught 

off guard. He said, “I just don’t like it 
when people question our motives on 
blacks or on Mandela because of an 
incident that happened 20 years ago 
in another administration.”

Today, when the US govern-
ment celebrates Mandela, will any 
of the corporate media expose the 
bloody role of the CIA, NSA and 
other US intelligence services in their 
war against the African liberation 
movements?

Nelson Mandela is a beacon for 
the oppressed. He is a hero and he will 
be remembered as such. Not true for 
the CIA and NSA which worked as 
the spy service for the racist, apartheid 
regime as it hunted down and captured 
Mandela and captured or killed his 
comrades.
globalresearch.ca 

It was the CIA that 
helped jail Nelson Mandela

Justice for Trayvon Martin
After the acquittal of Trayvon 
Martin’s admitted killer George 
Zimmerman, America found itself 
confronting the long-standing 
fl aw in the democratic promise of 
“justice for all”: race and racism. 
While there is a spectrum of views 
on the case and the verdict, two 
contradictory trends have become 
apparent quickly. One is denial 
that race or racism played any 
part, and the other is the view that 
race and racism are central to the 
whole case. We, like millions of 
others, agree with the latter. To 
deny the role of racism is to deny 
reality staring us all in the face.

Racism in our country is many-
sided and systemic. One could 
spend considerable ink discussing 
the numerous ways it led to the 
killing of Martin and the ensuing 
legal case. Suffi ce it to note that it 
took a monumental struggle just to 

bring charges against Zimmerman 
for killing of the unarmed African 
American youth.

But the multi-racial Justice 
for Trayvon movement – led 
by Trayvon’s incredibly coura-
geous, dignifi ed and loving par-
ents – is becoming a cornerstone 
on which to build a far-reaching 
new civil rights movement. These 
next days are critical to getting 
the Department of Justice to act 
and uphold Trayvon Martin’s civil 
rights. You can sign petitions on 
the NAACP, American Federation 
of Teachers, ColorOfChange and 
MoveOn websites. Building a mas-
sive 50th anniversary March on 
Washington this August could be a 
game-changer in the fi ght “to real-
ise the dream.”

Voting rights, civil rights and 
dangerous laws like Florida’s so-
called Stand Your Ground have to 

be among the issues that mobilise 
massive numbers for the 2014 mid-
term elections. The National Rifl e 
Association, oily billionaire Koch 
brothers, the American Legislative 
Exchange Council and their Tea 
Party, ultra-right ilk are counting on 
a low turnout. If they are success-
ful in repressing and depressing the 
vote, getting Congress to reinstate 
the Voting Rights Act, recently 
gutted by the ultra-conservative 
Supreme Court ruling, will be a 
monumental task instead of an 
attainable one. The same for com-
mon sense gun laws on the state 
and federal level.

From district attorneys to 
state lawmakers, racism has to be 
addressed.

When a Black teenager is pro-
fi led as a criminal and then killed 
because someone like Zimmerman 
supposedly feared for his life, it 

brings up too many other similar 
cases. Emmett Till, Oscar Grant 
and Amadou Diallo come to mind. 
But one of the clearest examples 
of racism in practice is the case of 
Marissa Alexander of Jacksonville, 
Florida, who fi red warning shots 
at her husband after she felt her 
life threatened. She got 20 years 
for defending herself. Alexander is 
Black. So much for the equal appli-
cation of the Stand Your Ground 
law.

The modern day criminalisation 
of Black Americans has its roots in 
the rise of the ultra-right, starting 
with the election of Ronald Reagan 
in 1980, and the implementation of 
anti-99-percent social and economic 
policies, including the so-called 
War on Drugs. It has helped to cre-
ate a criminalisation atmosphere for 
all of society. Need an abortion? 
You’re a criminal. On unemploy-
ment? You need to be drug-tested. 
Look like an immigrant? Show 
us your papers. In a union? Thug! 
Parasite!

As documented in Michelle 
Alexander’s The New Jim Crow: 
Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness, these policies have 
led to the mass incarceration of 
two million working class people – 
mainly Black and Latino men.

This in turn has led to the 
justifi cation of other reactionary 
policies that have severely crippled 
democratic rights and educational 
and economic opportunities. For 
example, “three strikes you’re out,” 
“stand your ground,” “stop and 
frisk” and racial profi ling. Racism 
justifi es decimating funding for 

public housing, education, food 
stamps and other vital programs 
that serve tens of millions, of all 
races. It justifi es unequal treatment 
before the law, unequal education, 
unequal employment opportunities 
and unequal pay. In short, while 
millions are infl uenced by racism 
in their attitudes and beliefs, the 
bonds and barriers of racism serve 
ruling class interests, diametrically 
opposed to their own.

This could be an “aha” 
moment for millions, particularly 
white Americans, raising new 
awareness of the persistence of 
racism, why it exists, how it dis-
torts and twists democracy for 99 
percent of the population and how 
its systemic nature serves the inter-
ests of the one percent ruling elite. 
Racism, like war and violence, 
destroys communities and human 
decency. It has a physical and psy-
chological toll on all – perpetrator, 
target, or bystander. It’s the most 
un-American of American-made 
systems.

In July 2008, then-AFL-CIO 
Secretary, Treasurer Richard 
Trumka, gave a profound speech on 
labour, racism and the importance 
of electing Barack Obama presi-
dent. Declaring, “there is no evil 
that has infl icted more pain and suf-
fering than the evil of racism in our 
country,” Trumka said, “We have 
a special responsibility to fi ght this 
evil. Not by calling anyone racist, 
but by educating those who won’t 
vote for Barack Obama because he 
is Black.” These are lessons we can 
draw from today.
People’s World 

Sydney: Solidarity night with Iranian workers’ movement
The Iranian workers are struggling with pickets & strikes under the dictatorial, anti-worker & despotic, 
religious regime continuously. Those who suffer the worst experiences under the Islamic regime at work or 
in custody are struggling & resisting vigorously.
* Freedom fi ghters & revolutionaries,
* Defending equality, justice & freedom are necessary & humanitarian acts.
Come & join us in the solidarity night with the struggle of the Iranian workers & show your support.
The program includes:
Speeches of labour activists & the leaders of working class
Poems & music with the support of the Toprak music group
Entrance fee including dinner $15 (Free entrance & dinner for children)

7 pm August 3 – 70 Yarrara Rd, Pennant Hills
Contact number: 0413 489 420   Solidarity Committee with Iranian Workers Movement- Australia
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Barry Grey

The bankruptcy of Detroit, the 
former auto capital of the world, is 
a milestone in the historical decay 
of American capitalism. It is as 
well a new point of departure in 
the social counterrevolution being 
carried out by the ruling class to 
make working people pay for the 
failure of its system.

Kevyn Orr, the unelected fi nan-
cial tsar, Republican Governor Rick 
Snyder, Democratic Mayor David 
Bing and the establishment media 
all point to the horrifi c conditions in 
Detroit – 78,000 abandoned build-
ings, non-functioning streetlights, 
antiquated and understaffed fi re pro-
tection – not to indict the politicians 
and corporate powers who are respon-
sible, but to justify the destruction 
of the living standards and essential 
public services of workers who bear 
no responsibility for the disastrous 
situation.

By going into court, Wall Street 
bankruptcy lawyer Orr intends to 
secure repayment of the city’s debt 
obligations to the big banks and 
bondholders by shredding union con-
tracts; slashing pensions and health 
benefi ts of both active and retired 
city workers; gutting public services; 
privatising public lighting, transit and 
sanitation; and selling off assets such 
as the water treatment plant, Belle 
Isle Park, Detroit Zoo animals, and 
the Detroit Institute of Arts’ world 
famous collection.

As a consequence, hundreds of 
thousands of Detroiters will be thrown 
into conditions of social disposses-
sion. Thousands of small businesses 

will be wiped out. At the same time, 
the city is handing over hundreds of 
millions of dollars in public funds 
to enable billionaire Detroit Red 
Wings owner Mike Ilitch to build a 
new arena and to subsidise real estate 
mogul Dan Gilbert’s plans to gentrify 
a section of downtown Detroit.

In carrying out this agenda, Orr 
has the support of both big business 
parties and the Obama administration, 
which has ruled out any federal aid 
to Detroit.

By throwing Detroit into bank-
ruptcy, the ruling class has exposed 
the reality of class rule and the dicta-
torship of capital that lurk behind the 
trappings of democracy. The domina-
tion of the banks and corporations is 
embodied in the role of their agent, 
Orr, who operates outside of any 
democratic control.

All of the explanations that are 
being given for Detroit’s descent into 
bankruptcy – inevitably centring on 
the supposedly exorbitant cost of city 
workers’ pensions and health benefi ts 
– are false. Detroit has been bled 
dry as a result of a deliberate policy 
pursued by the auto companies, the 
banks and the ruling class as a whole 
over a period of nearly four decades.

The city has been decimated 
through a process of deindustrialisa-
tion that began in the late 1970s. This 
was the response of the American 
corporate-fi nancial elite to falling 
profi t rates in basic industry and 
the increasing global integration of 
production, which made it easier for 
companies to shift production to low-
wage regions.

The dismantling of American 
industry went hand-in-hand with a 

shift to the most parasitic forms of 
fi nancial speculation and the rise a 
fi nancial aristocracy. It was accompa-
nied by an attack on social programs, 
tax cuts for corporations and the 
rich, and a wave of union-busting, 
strike-breaking and wage-cutting in 
the 1980s.

The assault on workers’ living 
standards continued unabated through 
Democratic as well as Republican 
administrations in Washington, and 
under Democratic and Republican 
politicians alike at the state and local 
level.

The bankruptcy fi ling has national 
and international implications. Detroit 
will serve as a precedent for other cit-
ies across the country that have been 
fi nancially crippled by the economic 
crisis. The use of the bankruptcy court 
to rip up pensions and health benefi ts 
will open the fl oodgates for similar 
attacks on millions of teachers, transit 
workers, sanitation workers and other 
municipal employees.

Just as Greece became the model 
for attacks on workers throughout 
Europe and beyond, the 0 bankruptcy 
– which goes beyond even the brutal 

measures carried out in Greece – will 
set the pattern for the next stage in 
the attack on the working class in the 
US and internationally. At stake is 
every gain won by the working class 
through immense and often bloody 
struggle and sacrifi ce in the course 
of more than a century.

The working class in Detroit must 
implacably oppose the bankruptcy. 
Workers should reject all demands for 
concessions and sacrifi ces to protect 
the wealth of the fi nancial aristocracy.
globalresearch.ca 
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The Detroit bankruptcy

After being abandoned for over 40 years, the roof of the Packard plant fi nally collapses. (Photo: Dave Jordano)

The CIA link to 
Al-Qaeda in Syria

Spain apologizes 
to Bolivia over 
MoralesPaul Joseph Watson

The revelation is shocking, even for 
the CIA given the recent history 
of their modus operandi and even 
after we take into consideration 
the way the USA and its FUKUS 
Axis friends have behaved over 
the last few decades: there is a link 
between the Al-Qaeda terrorists 
fi ghting in Syria and the USA’s 
CIA. 

The allegation is made by the 
former Al-Qaeda member Sheikh 
Nabil Naiim, who has spoken out 
on a video, claiming that the princi-
pal force fi ghting against President 
Bashar al-Assad in Syria, Jabhat 
al-Nusra, the one with strong links 
to Al-Qaeda, is led by a CIA opera-
tive, Mohammed al-Jawlani.

Firstly, Sheikh Nabil Naiim 
should know. After all, he was 
the historic leader of the Islamist 
Jihadist movement in Egypt, he 

was leader of the Safwa Al-Qaeda 
training camp; he met Osama bin 
Laden and he fought with Al-Qaeda 
leader Ayman al-Zawahiri in Sudan. 
He was involved in the assassina-
tion of Egyptian President Anwar 
al-Sadat and was imprisoned for a 
failed assassination attempt against 
President Hosni Mubarak. After the 
Mubarak government was ousted, 
Naiim renounced violence and is 
now setting the record straight, say-
ing which of his former colleagues 
in violence and terrorism are on the 
CIA payroll.

In the video he states that “I 
personally believe that the leader of 
the Nusra Army (Mohammed al-
Jawlani), who declared his support 
for Ayman al-Jawahiri, is a CIA 
operative in the Al Nusra”.

As for Zawahiri, he receives 
orders from the Americans to make 
a recording every six months, 
because he also is a US double 

agent. Hardly surprising, because 
who created the Mujaheddin move-
ment in Pakistan and Afghanistan in 
the 1960s-1980s, to create a Jihadist 
movement which could be exported 
into the southern USSR? Why, 
the answer links in the connection 
between the Jihadist Madrassah 
and the CIA and we all know what 
the Mujaheddin morphed into: the 
Taleban.

“The USA has been allowing 
us to fi ght in Afghanistan for 18 
years and have funded and sup-
ported us,” claims Naiim, who 
states to those duped into fi ghting 
against President al-Assad: “You 
are fi ghting the war in Syria on 
America’s behalf. Eventually you 
will be called terrorists and you 
will be killed or put in prison just 
like what happened to us after 
Afghanistan”.
Pravda.ru 

Olga Santos

The Spanish government has 
presented to the Bolivian Foreign 
Ministry a note to express its 
apologies for the “incident” 
with the plane of President Evo 
Morales, which occurred a few 
weeks ago. The president of Bolivia 
was banned from landing to refuel 
in Europe due to the suspicion that 
whistleblower Edward Snowden 
was also on the fl ight.

The document was presented by 
the Ambassador of Spain in La Paz, 
Ángel Vázquez, who deplored the 
conduct of his colleague in Vienna, 
Alberto Carnero, whom Morales 
accused of wanting to inspect his 
plane to see if he was travelling 
with Snowden, wanted by the 
United States for divulging confi -
dential information.

“We regret this fact, we present 
our apologies for this proceeding, 
which was not appropriate and 
disturbed the president,” creating a 
“diffi cult situation and unbecoming 
of a head of state,” Vázquez told 
the press after handing the note to 
the Vice-Chancellor of Bolivia Juan 
Carlos Alurralde.

On his return from Russia to 
Bolivia, Morales had to stay more 
than 13 hours in Vienna because 
France and Portugal denied per-
mission to land in or overfl y their 
territories under the suspicion that 
Snowden was in the presiden-
tial plane. Snowden has been in 

the transition area at Moscow’s 
Sheremetevo Airport since last June 
23.

Spain was included in the 
protest actions of the Bolivians, 
over the incident which outraged 
Morales. Vazquez insisted today 
that “Spain deeply regrets” the inci-
dent and said that his nation “wants 
with these administrations, that (the 
issue) can be taken as settled” and 
that relations with a “brother coun-
try” like Bolivia are the “best”.

“Spain and Bolivia have rela-
tionships that go beyond any inci-
dence of any circumstances ... and 
I’m sure the Bolivian authorities 
believe the same way,” he added.

Vazquez said that Spain recog-
nises and respects “the principles 
of international law that protect the 
inviolability of Heads of State and 
the aircraft in which they travel” 
and expressed his confi dence that 
situations such as those which 
Morales experienced will not be 
repeated in the future.

The blocking of the plane 
Morales was travelling on was 
criticised by Latin American 
regional bodies such as Mercosur, 
Unasur (Union of South American 
Nations) and OAS (Organisation 
of American States), which com-
plained against the European 
countries involved and demanded 
explanations and apologies over the 
incident.
Pravda.ru 

Commemoration plans for Chile, September 11, 1973
A broad coalition of community, trade union, church and human rights groups are organising activities to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
military coup in Chile on September 11 1973. The activities planned by the Other September 11 Committee were endorsed by Unions NSW. 

A public meeting, vigil and fi lm screening has been planned for September 11. Maya Fernandez Allende, the granddaughter of socialist President 
Salvador Allende overthrown in the 1973 military coup, has been invited to participate in the planned commemoration activities. There is also a 
commemoration planned for 11am at Fairfi eld Park at the monument to Salvador Allende.

Finally Memoria Viva is planning an exhibition documenting the abuses of human rights in the secret Villa Grimaldi Torture Centre during the dictatorship 
and a Justice for Victor Jara Concert in Casa Latinoamericana on September 13 and 14.

For more information about the activities of the Other September 11 Committee contact Elizabeth Rivera: elirivera29@hotmail.com

For more information about the exhibition and concert at Casa Latinoamericana contact Marta Olea: memoriavivasydney@yahoo.com.au

Sydney
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Only in America. Only in America does 
your local neighbourhood watch go armed. 
Only in America can an adult white male 
accost a black teenager on his way home 
from the shops and demand to know the 
teenager’s business, threaten him and when 
the teenager objects shoot him dead – and 
then successfully plead self defence!

No wonder there have been protest 
demonstrations and accusations of racism in 
relation to the acquittal of George Zimmerman, 
who shot dead Trayvon Martin, an unarmed 
black teenager in Florida. Zimmerman, a gun-
toting neighbourhood watch volunteer, saw 
Martin walking home after going out to buy 
snacks. The 17-year-old Martin was black and 
wearing a hoodie, and that was apparently all 
Zimmerman needed to decide that the lad was 
acting suspiciously.

Zimmerman called the police from his 
car. They told him not to get out of his car, 
not to pursue the “suspect”. But he ignored 
their advice. In his own mind he no doubt saw 
himself as one of the good guys, keeping the 
streets safe from riff raff. One of the things 
that has angered African Americans is the way 
Zimmerman’s acquittal has given tacit offi cial 
approval to the concept that African American 
and potential criminal are one and the same.

The implication in the acquittal is that it is 
OK for any self-appointed white vigilante to 
stop and search or question any black youth 
any where at any time. Civil rights lawyers 
note that the case is a revival of the racial 
profi ling that was so popular with some US 

law enforcement bodies a few years ago, until 
it became indisputable that as a system racial 
profi ling was seriously fl awed.

There is very strong feeling among African 
Americans across the USA that if Martin had 
been armed and had pursued an unarmed 
Zimmerman, had accosted Zimmerman and 
shot him dead, matters would have been dealt 
with very differently. But African Americans in 
Florida, as in all the Southern States of the USA, 
have been living with inequality for several 
hundred years now.

However, this is not only a question of racial 
injustice. Race in the US in inseparable from 
the related issue of poverty, and especially the 
criminalisation of poverty. The vast numbers of 
black youth incarcerated in the modern version 
of slavery – the private run-for-profi t industrial 
prisons – are testimony to the continuing 
truth and relevance of the charge of genocide 
levelled at the US government in the 1950s by 
Paul Robeson and other pioneer civil rights 
campaigners.

And it is also – and not least – a question of 
the USA’s ludicrous policies about gun control, 
policies that put human life way below paranoia 
on the one hand and the profi ts of the gun trade 
on the other. Zimmerman is not a police offi cer, 
he is a civilian “volunteer”, but no one it seems 
has questioned his right to go about the streets 
armed and clearly dangerous.

Once upon a time, Americans were 
encouraged to admire men who went around 
with guns. They were “heroes” of the Old West. 
But as the West became settled and civilised, the 
“wide open” towns were tamed and guns were 
discouraged. In fact, in Tombstone, the Earp 
brothers made everyone turn in their guns on 
arrival and pick them up as they left.

Even as the wild west was still being tamed, 
neighbouring Canada was virtually free of gun 
play, despite the presence of gold, Indians, 
“frontier mentality” and all the other things used 
to excuse rampant gun use on the US side of 
the border. A different attitude prevailed, one 
which has persisted to today.

What distinguished the USA from all other 
countries experiencing problems with guns in 
the community was the US championing of 
the morality of capitalism. There are plenty 
of countries where guns and killings are 
commonplace: Brazil, Mexico, Sicily – everyone 
can name a few. All have something in common: 
black money, organised crime and big profi ts.

It was not the Wild West that gave guns 
their big push in the US. It was Prohibition, the 

ill-conceived attempt to clean up the country’s 
morals, an attempt which criminalised much 
of the urban population and forged a willing 
coalition between organised crime, underpaid 
and demoralised police and the public. Gangsters 
became folk heroes and, with the help of the 
new medium of the movies, guns became sexy 
and cool.

Capitalism, of which organised crime is 
an integral part even if its role is usually not 
spoken of openly, shares the gangsters’ “might 
makes right” morality as well as many of their 
methods. Turning armed vigilantes loose on 
the streets is not the way to keep those streets 
peaceful and safe.

The use of volunteers to preserve the peace 
and act as “bouncers” at functions is not new 
or restricted to capitalism. The Soviet Union 
made extensive use of them for crowd control 
and prevention of petty crime. All civic-minded 
young people were involved in such voluntary 
security duty. But they were never armed. And 
race or skin colour – in the multi-racial USSR 
– was not an issue either.

The main difference however was one of 
ethics and morality. The ethics of capitalism 
and the ethics of socialism are poles apart, with 
totally opposed motivations. The greed and 
self-interest that underlies capitalism breeds 
and fosters notions of power and violence. 
Concern for the community’s needs is perceived 
as a weakness.

When socialism arms the people it is to help 
them to collectively meet a threat from outside. 
Capitalism sells people weapons so that they 
may defend themselves against each other, an 
approach that is so inherently anti-human that 
the mass of the people reject it unless they are 
constantly and continuously brainwashed to 
accept paranoia as normal. They are taught to 
distrust their neighbours, and instead of relying 
on the collective support of their friends and 
colleagues for protection, they are actually 
taught to rely on their own personal gun for 
“protection”.

And, as the old maps used to say, that way, 
madness lies. 

Letters / Culture & Life

Vote as if the planet 
depended on it

At the last federal election 1.6 mil-
lion people voted Green, electing 
four new Senators and a lower-
house MP. It is The Greens who 
are standing up for what matters, 
and that’s why I’m running for the 
Senate this year.

It’s now been a month since I 
resigned as a Greens MP in the NSW 
Parliament so that I could run for the 
Senate. It’s been a busy and inspiring 
month, and I want to share some of 
what I’ve been up to.

When news broke about the scale 
of secret surveillance being under-
taken by the United States government 
against its own citizens – and internet 
freedom activists around the globe 
and here at home reacted – it was The 
Greens who were able to stand up in 
Parliament calling for answers about 
Australia’s involvement in online data 
gathering. Currently many Australian 
law enforcement agencies are able to 
access vast amounts of our private 
data without getting a warrant.

Delivering free dental care as 
part of Medicare was a central part 
of our agreement with Labor. Last 
year The Greens secured almost $5 

billion investment into dental health, 
which means millions of children will 
get Medicare-funded dentistry and 
millions more adults will have better 
access to public dental care. We know 
that swift action to address climate 
change and to protect the places we 
love is vital.

Because of The Greens, Australia 
has put a price on pollution. Yesterday 
Labor announced it would cut climate 
programs to fund Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd’s backfl ip on carbon 
pricing. One of the items on the 
chopping block is $213 million from 
the Biodiversity Fund. Together The 
Greens have already done so much to 
create a healthy environment, caring 
society and clean economy. But there 
is much more to do.

Cate Faehrmann
The Greens

Defend our unis

Australian universities are feeling 
the pressure of years of chronic 
underfunding. Schools and facul-
ties are closing, class sizes are 
increasing, student debt is rising 
and staff are facing increased 
workloads and lower job security.

Right now we have a chance to 
protect the future integrity of our 
higher education system – to ensure 
that as a nation we value education, 
from preschool all the way through 
to university.

That’s why The Greens just 
launched our plan for a fairer, more 
accessible and high quality university 
sector. The Greens’ fully-costed pro-
posal will boost public investment in 
universities by 10 percent - or $1.474 

billion – over the next four years to 
ensure that quality teaching, learn-
ing and research can continue in our 
higher education system.

This is what the government’s 
own review of higher education 
recommended we need to invest. 
The Greens plan is supported by 
Universities Australia and the 
National Tertiary Education Union.

Over the past two decades higher 
education funding has fallen in real 
terms. While more students are 
attending university, a decline in per-
student funding means that university 
campuses are struggling to deliver 
high quality, well-resourced degrees.

Australia is currently lagging 
behind most other OECD countries 
when it comes to public investment 
in our universities. This is not the 
way to become a clever country that 
is globally competitive.

The Labor government should 
also reverse the $2.3 billion cuts to 
universities it announced in this year’s 
budget. The Coalition supported 
Labor’s cuts and there’s a real risk 
that they will rip even more money 
out of unis if they win the election. 
We need a commitment to increase 
university funding to make sure that 
Australians can continue to attend 
world-class universities.

The Greens have a track record 
of supporting investment in our 
education system and standing up 
for university staff and students. 
We’ve worked shoulder-to-shoulder 
with students and staff to protect our 
universities.

Senator Lee Rhiannon
Australian Greens

Spokesperson for Higher 
Education
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Trayvon Martin, an unarmed teenager in Florida, was black and wearing a hoodie, and that was 
apparently all that was needed to decide that the lad was acting suspiciously.

Vigilantes 
Rule, OK?

Rob Gowland

Melbourne Public forum – Assange live video link
7:00pm Thursday August 8

Fitzroy Townhall, 201 Napier Street, Fitzroy
Truth telling: criminalised by our government and suppressed by our media
Speakers: Julian Assange; WikiLeaks Party Candidate (TBA); Bill Deller, (3CR)

Contact: 03 9419 8377 or www.3cr.org.au
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Sunday July 28 – 
Saturday August 3

Who would have thought that 
a feature-length documen-

tary about a series of boxing matches 
could be so powerful and moving 
and so fi lled with racial pride as Pete 
McCormack’s Facing Ali (ABC2 
Sunday July 28 at 8.30pm)? It’s 
the story of Muhammad Ali’s career 
told mainly through interviews with 
his various opponents.

Two things emerge with great 
clarity: the esteem in which Ali is 
held by most if not all of the boxers 
who fought him, and the pride of 
place he has in the American Black 
community for his stand on racial 
inequality, his opposition to war, and 
his nobility of character in the midst 
of a milieu as steeped in bullshit, vice 
and organised crime as the world of 
professional boxing.

The mobsters’ friend Frank 
Sinatra is seen taking snaps ringside 
at one fi ght, while a short piece of 
another interview strips away the 
PR spin to disclose the real reason a 
fi ght did not go ahead: both fi ghters, 
although nominally managed by fi ght-
game professionals, were actually 
managed by well-known mobsters, 
and threats involving being dropped 
in Lake Michigan inside a concrete 
casket were involved.

This sordid side of the fi ght racket 
is glossed over for most of the fi lm, 
although towards the end, at the time 
of his last fi ght, when the promoters 
have put up a purse of $8 million to 
tempt Ali back into the ring and huge 

sums of money are being wagered on 
the outcome, one can catch a glimpse 
of the real substance of “the fi ght 
game”. That last fi ght, which Ali 
miraculously wins, despite the fact 
that his legs have obviously gone, he 
can no longer dance out of the way of 
his opponent and can barely punch, 
is a very sad spectacle.

What does come across however, 
from friend and foe alike, is the 
great respect and admiration for Ali 
within Black America, as much for his 
refusal to bow down to the pressure 
from “patriotic” whites to change 
his stance on the Vietnam War (“no 
Vietnamese ever called me Nigger” 
he famously said).

This week’s episode of Pain, 
Pus And Poison (SBS ONE 

Mondays at 8.30pm) looks at pus, 
or more accurately the battle against 
infections. As one of the scientists in 
the program says, more people died 
in the First World War from infection 
than from direct hits by enemy bul-
lets or explosives. For the better part 
of two millennia medicine remained 
mired in a morass of medieval 
ignorance: illness was explained as 
the body’s “humours” being “out of 
balance”, and the customary – indeed 
only – treatment was to cut a vein or 
artery and let the patient lose a basin 
full of blood.

The eventual abandonment of 
the theory of “humours” and the 
development of an understanding of 
the role of germs was a momentous 
achievement. But there remained an 
even smaller microscopic enemy, the 
virus. The conquest of the virus – in 
particular the smallpox virus – is 
called in this program the supreme 
achievement of the 20th Century, 
more important than putting a man 
on the moon.

This is a fascinating series, very 
well (if simply) told, with a clever 
use of appropriate music. The story 
of the discovery of penicillin, the 
failure to realise its potential, its later 
rediscovery by British University-
based researchers as WW2 began, 
and their inability to marshal the 
resources needed to manufacture it 
in industrial quantities – ending up 

with it being handed on a plate to 
a US pharmaceutical company just 
in time for the D-Day landings is a 
capitalist’s wet dream.

As I said last week, this series is 
well worth catching.

Another very interesting series 
is Australia With Simon 

Reeves (SBS ONE Wednesdays at 
8.30pm), made for English viewers. 
Ourselves as others see us can be 
enlightening. It can also be disconcert-
ing. Reeves is no fool, and his reac-
tion and observations while fi lming 
the exterior of a detention centre in 
Darwin for “illegal” migrants would 
not help Australia’s image as a civi-
lised country in the eyes of most of 
those English viewers.

The emphasis in this week’s 
episode on box jellyfi sh, crocodiles 
and the crown of thorns starfi sh is not 
likely to boost our intake of English 
tourists, either. Nevertheless, Reeves 

gives an honest and fairly accurate 
picture of Australia free of offi cial 
tourism spin. But if the Australian 
and Queensland governments want to 
continue raking in large amounts of 
tourist dollars from the Great Barrier 
Reef, then they had better take heed 
of the warnings and the criticism and 
stop threading huge bulk carriers full 
of coal through the Reef. One major 
grounding is all it would need. And 
the transnational companies growing 
even fatter on this country’s “resourc-
es boom” are hardly likely to offer to 
pay compensation for the destruction 
of the Reef, are they?

The anarchic and off-the-cuff 
British comedy show Mock 

The Week has been running on ABC2 
for some time, so a celebratory series 
of compilation shows was probably 
overdue. And now it’s here: pack-
aged as ten themed half-hour pro-
grams of highlights under the title 

Mock The Week Looks Back At ... 
(ABC2 Thursdays from August 1 
at 9.00pm).

The concept is simple: items from 
episodes of Mock The Week since 
2005 to the present day are chosen 
and grouped together around such 
topics as Health (including “Things 
you don’t want to hear when waking 
up in an operating theatre”), Animals, 
Education, Law, etc. As a highlights 
episode, each features the funniest 
gags, remarks and bits of business 
over those eight years.

The result is very funny indeed. 
The show is hosted by Dara O Briain, 
and the panel includes some very 
funny people indeed. The format is 
hardly original (some of the segments 
are modelled on segments in Whose 
Line Is It Anyway?), but there are 
more penis jokes (at least in episode 
one) and I have no doubt that it will 
certainly make you laugh. 
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Standing up to the TNCs
Martin Khor

Threatened by billion-dollar lawsuits 
arising from investment treaties, several 
Latin American governments have formed 
a new grouping to deal with transnational 
companies (TNCs). Leaders of several Latin 
American countries have set up a new coali-
tion to coordinate actions to face the growing 
number of international legal suits being 
taken against governments by transnational 
companies.

A ministerial meeting of 12 countries held 
in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on April 22 decided on 
several joint actions to counter the threat posed 
by these lawsuits, which have claimed millions 
or even billions of dollars from governments. 

“No more should small countries face law-
suits from big companies by themselves,” said 
Ecuador’s Foreign Minister Ricardo Patino at 
a media conference after the meeting which he 
chaired. “We have now decided to deal with the 
challenges posed by these transnational compa-
nies in a coordinated way.”

Seven of the countries, mostly represented 
by their ministers of foreign affairs, trade or 
fi nance, adopted a declaration with an agreement 
to form a conference of states affected by transna-
tional interests. They are Ecuador, Bolivia, Cuba, 
Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic, St Vincent 
and the Grenadines, and Venezuela.

Representatives of another fi ve countries 
(Argentina, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras 
and Mexico) also attended the meeting and will 
convey the results to their governments.

The ministers decided to set up an executive 
committee, led initially by Ecuador, to coordinate 
political and legal actions, including sending 
information on legal disputes involving the states, 
coordinating joint legal actions and disseminating 
information to the public.

They also agreed to establish a regional 
arbitration centre for settling investment disputes, 

based on fair and balanced rules when settling 
disputes between corporations and states.

The proposed centre is to provide an alterna-
tive to existing international tribunals which are 
seen as biased in favour of investors’ interests. 
The tribunals, such as ICSID (International Centre 
for Settlement of Investment Disputes) based at 
the World Bank in Washington, have also been 
accused of being mired in confl ict-of-interest 
situations. Only a few arbitrators hear a majority 
of cases, with many of them also appearing as 
lawyers for companies in other cases, and some 
being board members of transnational companies.

The ministers also decided to create an “inter-
national observatory” to monitor and analyse 
investment cases, to reform the present arbitration 
system, and suggest alternative mechanisms for 
fair mediation between states and transnational 
companies.

The observatory would also promote coor-
dination between the judicial systems of Latin 
American states, to ensure the enforcement of 
domestic judicial decisions on disputes between 
states and transnational corporations. It should 
also give advice to governments on their negotia-
tions with transnational corporations, especially 
in trade and investment contracts. 

The meeting had been prompted by serious 
concerns arising from investment cases taken by 
transnational companies against the governments 
under bilateral investment treaties and free trade 
agreements that enable these companies to sue 
for loss of future profi ts due, for example, to 
new government regulations or a cancellation 
or amendment of a contract.

There have been more than 500 known 
investor-to-state cases, over 60 alone in 2012. 
Some countries in the region, such as Argentina, 
Ecuador, Venezuela and Mexico, have each had 
20 to 30 cases taken against them.

The proliferation of cases in recent years 
has also affected developing countries in other 
regions, such as South Africa, India, Indonesia 

and Vietnam, as well as many developed 
countries.

Disillusionment with the agreements and 
the arbitration system has prompted a variety 
of actions by governments such as suspension 
of negotiations for new treaties, attempts to 
renegotiate or withdraw from existing treaties, 
and withdrawal from the jurisdiction of the 
ICSID tribunal.

The Vice President of Ecuador, Jorge Glas 
Espinel, briefed the meeting about two arbitra-
tion disputes taken against his government by 
oil companies under bilateral investment treaties 
(BITs), and on the tribunal judgments which in 
his view were unfair and even outrageous.

In one of the cases, Ecuador was asked to 
pay US$2.3 billion compensation (including 
interest) to the American oil company Oxy, 
even though the arbitrators recognised that the 
company had broken the terms of its contract 
with the government.

Other ministers and offi cials also presented 
the experiences of their countries in cases taken 

against them by foreign investors, and proposed 
actions that could be taken to avoid future cases 
or reduce their effects.

A background note explaining the reason 
for the meeting said that arbitration proceedings 
and claims by European and US multinational 
companies against a growing number of states of 
the South have dramatically increased.

These costly litigations, the majority of which 
were decided in favour of the investors, not only 
affect the states’ fi scal situation but also pose a 
serious challenge to their national jurisdiction and 
sovereignty, and compromise ongoing develop-
ment plans in Latin America and other regions.

This problem originated in the 1990s when 
bilateral investment treaties were signed by 
developing countries in the expectation of 
attracting foreign investments, but the negative 
consequences of such commitments have now 
become evident, said the note.

A second meeting of the newly formed 
grouping will be held in Caracas this month July.
Third World Resurgence 
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Children and armed confl ict
John Wheeler

Graca Marchel, wife of Nelson 
Mandela, in her ground breaking 
1996 report to the UN, reported 
that around the world millions 
of children are caught up in 
confl icts in which they are not 
merely bystanders but targets. 
More recently, she stated that 
wars have always victimised 
children and other noncombatants, 
but modem wars are exploiting, 
maiming and killing children more 
systematically than ever. War 
violates every right of the child 
– unlawful recruitment, sexual 
violence, displacement, killing and 
maiming, separation from family, 
traffi cking and illegal detention. 
And in addition to these effects 
are the indirect consequences of 
war – including the loss of basic 
services such as water, sanitation, 
health and education as well as 
the rise in poverty, malnutrition 
and disease.

Graca Marchel also points 
out that today’s weapons of mass 
destruction are not nuclear or bio-
logical – they are the estimated 
half billion small arms and light 
weapons that fuel confl icts around 
the world.

At the time of this report, 
UNICEF stated that in the last 
decade: 
• two million children had been 

killed 
• four-fi ve million children had 

been disabled 
• twelve million children made 

homeless 
• more than a million children 

orphaned or separated from their 
parents 

• some 10 million children 
traumatised. 

In a new report to the UN, 
Graca Marchel notes that armed 
confl ict now kills and maims more 
children than soldiers.

It is 66 years since the UN was 
founded and 54 years since the 
UN General Assembly adopted the 
Declaration on the Rights of the 
Child. Other key documents for 
the protection of children include 
the Geneva Conventions, various 
Security Council resolutions and 
the Paris Principles.

It is obvious that little progress 
has been made over the years and 
this is because international law 
is not binding on the signatories. 
Sadly, also, the world’s only super 
power has not signed the UN 
Declaration for the Rights of the 

Child. Nor does the US support 
the banning of land mines and 
cluster bombs, both responsible for 
thousands of ongoing casualties 
amongst children.

To be able to kill and maim 
people on the scale as indicated 
above involves a lot of fi repower 
and munitions.

The permanent UN Security 
Council members: The USA, UK, 
France, Russia, and China also 
dominate the world trade in arms, 
which is big business. The world 
spends US$1,000 billion annually 
on the military.

Former president Jimmy Carter, 
during his presidential campaign 
in 1976 said, “We can’t have it 
both ways. We can’t be the world’s 
leading champion of peace and the 
world’s leading supplier of arms.”

In September 1939, President 
Franklin D Roosevelt made an 
appeal to the governments of 
France, Germany, Italy, Poland, and 
to His Britannic Majesty: 

“The ruthless bombing from the 
air of civilians in unfortifi ed centres 
of population during the course of 
the hostilities which have raged in 
various quarters of the earth during 
the last few years, which has result-
ed in the maiming and in the death 

of defenceless men, women, and 
children, has profoundly shocked 
the conscience of humanity.

“If resort is had to this form 
of inhuman barbarism during the 
period of this tragic confl agration 
with which the world is now con-
fronted, hundreds of thousands of 
innocent human beings who have 
no responsibility for, and who are 
not even remotely participating 
in, the hostilities which have now 
broken out, will lose their lives. I 
am therefore addressing this urgent 
appeal to every government which 
may be engaged in hostilities pub-
licly to affi rm its determination that 
its armed forces shall in no event, 
under no circumstances, undertake 
the bombardment from the air of 
civilian populations or of unforti-
fi ed cities, upon the understanding 
that these same rules of warfare 
will be scrupulously observed by 
all of their opponents. I request an 
immediate reply.”

Six years later the US dropped 
two atomic bombs on Japan.

Since the end of World War 2, 
the US continued by bombing 26 
mainly Third World countries. The 
carpet-bombing of Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam alone killed and 
maimed millions. Like all Third 

World countries there would be 
very little medical help available 
for the victims.

A terrorist is someone who has 
a bomb but no air force. President 
FD Roosevelt would have been 
as dismayed as President Jimmy 
Carter is at the ongoing use of tor-
ture, the indefi nite detention with-
out trial, the use of dogs to make 
prisoners talk and more recently, 
the use of torture to obtain informa-
tion from Afghan civilians.

And predator drones pose 
another sinister threat to the Third 
World as if there aren’t enough 
already.

What does Christian America 
mean when it pronounces “In God 
we Trust”? It is even printed on 
their bank notes.

What can be done to end 
this madness and turn the world 
around? The downward spiral of 
depravity has to be stopped. Might 
a worldwide social media have an 
impact on world leadership?

Who would initiate and fi nance 
the campaign?

Reading the Anatomy of Peace 
by Emery Reeves and the open let-
ter to the American people might 
inspire some people.
The Beacon 


