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NDIS up and running
Vigilance required

Anna Pha

The promise of the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) has raised the
hopes and spirits of hundreds of thousands
of desperate Australians. The announcement
last week of an increase in the Medicare
levy to partially fund the scheme was widely
welcomed. It follows a commitment of $1
billion over four years announced in last
year’s budget to support the first stage. The
legislation was proclaimed on March 28.

Ageing parents, who care for an adult child
twenty-four seven, stressed out over what will
become of their child when they die, who need
greater assistance during their lifetime, have
hope. Younger people, with the necessary trans-
port, training or other support see the prospect of
entering the workforce. Others hope to be able
to live independently, leave the home and play
a part in the community. Some are desperate
for respite or key equipment.

These are just some of the people who stand
to benefit from the scheme.

There are so many needs and hopes to be
met. There is an air of optimism and relief after
decades of campaigning by disability organisa-
tions, carers and people with disability. At last
there is recognition, legislation and now the
promise of funding.

Opposition leader Tony Abbott was forced
to support the legislation for the levy in the face
of its popularity. But the political manoeuvring
surrounding the announcement drew attention
away from a number of unanswered and impor-
tant questions, including funding sources, the
eligibility criteria for cover under the scheme
and why a there is a levy on personal income
instead of from central revenue.

The irony of the apparent difficulty in fund-
ing the NDIS and the announcement in the same
week of an increase in military spending in the
Defence White Paper which was released last
week, went unnoticed. The first is to improve
and extend lives. The second further integrates
Australia in the US war machine and future
wars, which will only cost lives and leave more
people with disabilities.

Aims

The Act renames the scheme as
DisabilityCare and establishes an Agency to
manage it and allocate funding. It will be respon-
sible for the provision of support to people with
disability, their families and carers. It does not
include the provision of basic income such as
the disability support pension.

The Act’s objectives include the provision
of the necessary support for those eligible so
as to “enable people with disability to exercise
choice and control in the pursuit of their goals
and the planning and delivery of their supports”;
and to “promote the provision of high quality
and innovative supports that enable people with
disability to maximise independent lifestyles and
full inclusion in the mainstream community.”

Participants will develop (with assistance as
required) a personal, goal-based plan with the
agency. They will be able to decide the type of
care and support they receive and choose how
they want to manage those supports.

The Act says they will be able to access
assistance from local coordinators, should they
wish, and early intervention therapies and sup-
ports will be offered where they will improve
a person’s functioning or slow, or prevent, the
progression of their disability over their lifetime.

The scheme has been developed in conjunc-
tion with the state and territory governments. So
far NSW, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania
and the ACT have signed on. It is set to become
fully operational by the financial year 2019-20.

The scheme is being phased in, as from July
1, 2013 with five launch sites:
« 10,000 people in the Hunter region of NSW
5,000 in the Barwon region of Victoria
5,000 children (0-14 years) in South
Australia
¢ 1,000 aged 15-24 years in Tasmania
5,000 in the ACT.
Eligibility

There are tight eligibility criteria. These
exclude people over 65 years of age who will
be expected to survive without additional sup-
port in the aged care system which is in crisis.

There are an estimated 992,000 people under
the age of 65 with permanent disability who
need assistance with mobility, self-care, com-
munication and or cognition. Around 583,000
of these people are expected to qualify for the
NDIS. Some will have an individual plan and
funded package; others will just be referred to
mainstream services and programs.

To be eligible, the impairment must be
permanent or long-term episodic, result in a
substantially reduced functional capacity to
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undertake activities of daily living, and have
an impact on the individual’s participation in
the community or employment.

The key question is the needs assessment
process and how the severity of disability will
be defined. Will the criteria be tightened to keep
within budget? Will it deny people in need, as
recent reforms to workers’ compensation have?
Or to put it another way: will needs dictate the
budget or will the budget dictate who receives
support?

Cuts to fund scheme

The government estimates a total of $15
billion per annum is required when the NDIS
becomes fully operational. The $7 billion already
being spent will be diverted to the scheme. The
states will contribute $2.6 billion of the remain-
ing $8 billion.

The federal government expects to raise an
additional $5.4 billion — $3.3 billion from the
levy which commences on July 1, 2014 and $2.1
billion from what PM Gillard calls “long-term
structural saves”.

Continued on page 2
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The coming storm

Workers and their unions across the public sector, both federal
and state, are being hit with job cuts and privatisations. As the
economy goes deeper into crisis, the Gillard government is taking
the scalpel to everything that can be cut away. Though the govern-
ment isn’t giving much detail, reading what they and the corporate
sector and its think tanks are saying, the net will be wide in this
month’s budget.

In line with this objective, federal public servants who seek
workers’ compensation are about to be hit by cuts to their $1.2
billion Comcare insurance scheme. A government review has made
147 recommendations to rewrite the legislation on Commonwealth
public sector compensation claims to address what it calls “passive
reliance” on compensation.

The report also calls for a shift from a “payout-oriented” scheme
to an emphasis on rehabilitation and return to work. In other words
a punitive system that will force affected public sector workers off
payments.

The propaganda against the public service takes various forms,
including claims that it is “top heavy” with managers.

In a speech last month, Prime Minister Julia Gillard said there
were “far more significant reductions in tax money” and that there
would be “decisions to spend less [read: more cuts] to raise more
in revenue in some areas...”

Among the targets are family benefits, with a push to cut tax
benefit part B which is paid to single income households. There is
also a focus on federal health and education department staff. As
right-wing think tank Centre for Independent Studies makes clear:
“Productivity and efficiency gains are also needed in professions
such as nursing, teaching and within the broader public service.”

Over the last 20 years privatisation has resulted in the loss of
tens of thousands of jobs. It has been used to reduce wages, increase
hours of work, break down award conditions and enforce the ca-
sualisation and de-unionisation of workplaces.

The main aim of privatisation is to increase the domination and
power of the transnational corporations. Already, strategic services
and industries such as telecommunications (Telstra), water, electric-
ity, and banking (Commonwealth Bank), airline (Qantas) have been
sold to the private-for-profit sector.

Privatisation also involves a loss of public control and account-
ability of essential services: previously open decisions are now
shrouded in secrecy.

Democratic control and accountability and sovereignty are at
issue here: privatisation must be opposed on political and ideological
grounds as well as economic ones.

Whatever the outcome of September’s election, unions need to
be prepared for the coming storm; a growing austerity program
characterised in large part by an attack on the public sector.

The momentum generated by the greater turn out for this year's
May Day events must be maintained in the lead up to the election
and beyond.

Care for carers

Carers have the lowest collective wellbeing of any group, ac-
cording to the findings from Carers Australia, Australian Unity
and Deakin University. For this report, researchers examined the
plight of carers of people with severe vision loss. It turned out that
two-thirds of the carers whose circumstances were investigated have
chronic health conditions themselves and nearly 10 percent have
nobody to look after them when they are sick.

Macular degeneration is the leading cause of blindness in
Australia and generally affects older people. Macular Disease
Foundation of Australia’s chief executive, Julie Heraghty, said a
million people older than 50 showed symptoms of the disease.

She said carers tended not to complain. “The carers are often
older and they feel that strong duty of care,” she said. Ms Heraghty
said that the 24/7 nature of caring for a person with severe vision
loss was a constant pressure. No wonder that carers have multiple
health problems of their own, including depression and stress and
no place to go to for respite. If policy makers in the big two parties
are sincere about the plight of people with disabilities, they could
spend more time addressing the hardship facing the the army of
undervalued carers across the country.

PRESS FUND
Discussion about the National Disability Insurance Scheme has been
beset with bickering, even though all the federal parliamentary
parties agree with it. When the Victorian government accepted
the scheme last week, Tony Abbott congratulated the state
premier, but deliberately ignored the Gillard government, which
actually introduced it. Never mind paying credit where credit
is due! Speaking of which, we offer our thanks to the following
contributors for their generous support this week, and hope that
lots of our other readers will follow their example, and send us in a
contribution for the next edition!

CPA Semaphore Workers Club Guardian tin $312.35,
Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $ 12.65,
William Wilson (RIP Iron Monarch) $20

This week’s total: $350 Progressive total: $2,250
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Action 1o close Northam
Refugee Detention Centre
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Rally at Northam Detention Centre, April 27.

Richard Titelius

On August 26, 2012, about 180
people came to the Northam
Immigration Detention Centre at
Yongah Hill, WA, calling for the
prison-like facility to be closed and
for a more humane treatment of
people fleeing persecution, famine
and war in their homelands. The
protesters vowed to return and
keep returning until the facil-
ity is closed. On April 27, 2013,
on a sunny and warm Western
Australian day, close to 130 of the
protesters returned — some coming
from as far afield as Brisbane,
Sydney and Melbourne - to add
their voices to the protest.

What goes on inside these centres
and the reasons for the mandatory
detention of people seeking asylum
is what should be cause for alarm.

A number of speakers addressed
the assembly on the verge outside the
detention centre including lan Rintoul
from the Refugee Action Coalition in
Sydney who said that he and others
who had gathered to protest the policy
of mandatory detention would not
be driven by the federal election on
September 14, but by achieving their
aim of closing not only the Northam
Immigration Detention Centre but by
the closure of all the centres across

Awustralia that create such despair.

The next speaker was lan
Jamieson from the Maritime Union
of Australia who spoke of his union’s
long and proud history of social and
political activism and how the WA
Branch of the MUA had endorsed
the rally at Yongah Hill. The union
called on other unions to also endorse
a position against mandatory deten-
tion at centres like Yongah Hill and
support the humane treatment of
refugees who are fleeing persecution
and war in countries like Afghanistan
and Sri Lanka. The MUA had many
members themselves who had fled
their countries as refugees and were
now glad they could have jobs and
stable lives which many Australians
may take for granted.

Marcus Hampson of the Refugee
Rights Action Network, the organisers
for the Northam Convergence said
that in Canada, where there is a large
and active Tamil diaspora, pressure
has been building for the Canadian
government to withdraw its participa-
tion at the next CHOGM meeting in
Colombo, Sri Lanka in November.

The next speaker was Rama, a
Sri Lankan refugee who acts as a
translator at the Yongah Hill Detention
Centre where he visits every second
weekend.

He said it was worth noting that

there were not many Tamils present
at the protest today as there would be
photos taken here and sent back to Sri
Lanka where their families would
be harassed.

Liz and Daniella from the
Refugee Action Collective in Victoria
said that the Northam Immigration
Detention Centre was “An industrial
monstrosity that was there to destroy
and punish people,” and that “There
is no such thing as a nice detention
centre and the day should come when
all the fences had to be torn down,”
and a more humane and dignified
system of processing peoples’ claims
for asylum be developed.

The loud chanting by the protest-
ers was also returned by the refugees
in the distant detention centre, giving
hope to their lives as one cannot live
without hope.

Across Australia refugee action
groups were organising activities for
World Refugee Day on June 20. In
Perth this will be commemorated on
Saturday June 16 outside the Wesley
Centre at 1pm.

The Communist Party deplores
the xenophobic attitude of govern-
ments and some sectors of the media
which seek to demonise and scapegoat
refugees for problems that are inher-
ent in the exploitative and rapacious
nature of global capitalism. &

Continued from page 1

There are suggestions that some
of this will come out of the pockets
of people with disability or from
mental health. Just as universities
were robbed to find additional dol-
lars for state and private schools,
one group of people with disability
may go short to fund another.

The government has already
tightened the eligibility require-
ments for the disability support
pension (DSP), forcing many into
the unemployment system without
the support they require and there
is speculation about further cuts
to DSP eligibility or even reduc-
tions in the DSP for those under the
NDIS.

State governments, already
looking at cuts to TAFE, hospitals,
public transport to fund Gonski
education reforms, may use the
NDIS to make even deeper cuts
or as an excuse to privatise public
assets such as buses, hospitals, etc.

It won’t take long, just a fed-
eral election out of the way, before
the public are being sold the need
for the GST to be increased. By

then all the states will be on board,
hanging out for the promise of more
income. An Abbott government
would not hesitate in extending the
GST to cover presently excluded
items such as education and health.
Nor would it be shy about raising it
to 15 percent or more.

Insurance model

The NDIS is a first step in a
longer-term transition to an insur-
ance scheme fully funded by
personal contributions rather than
through central government rev-
enue. The NDIS was pushed for by
the insurance industry and the mod-
el was developed by the neo-liberal
Productivity Commission. (See
Guardian #1517 & 1518, 07-09-
2011 & 14-09-2011, “Disability
insurance scheme falls short”.)

The levy is a tax increase on
personal incomes, most of it to be
paid by workers. It lets corporations
off the hook. The same money and
more could have been raised by
reversing recent cuts to the taxation
of company profits or by a genuine
tax on super profits of the mining

corporations, banks and other finan-
cial institutions.

Or as Greens Senator Rachel
Siewert points out, “If we got rid
of the flaws in the mining tax we
could raise $26 billion. If we got
rid of fossil fuel subsidies to the big
miners, we could raise $13 billion.”

The government has many
other options. It could cut military
spending which would only eat into
the profits of the military industrial
complex. It could abolish the $5
billion plus a year private health
insurance rebate, a subsidy to the
private hospital system.

With measures like these there
would be no excuse for such tight
eligibility requirements or for an
insurance scheme paid for out of
the pockets of workers.

Pressure will need to be main-
tained to ensure that the scheme
fulfils its promise to people with
disability and a campaign needs to
be waged for it to be adequately
funded from central revenue with
the corporate sector paying its
share. &
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Supermarkets retreat in

Australia

dispute with farmers

Peter Mac

Australian farmers have had a vic-
tory, albeit minor and momentary,
in their long-running dispute with
the nation’s two biggest food and
grocery retailers.

Coles and Woolworths, now
under investigation by the Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) for misuse of
market power, have agreed to buy
direct from farmers or cooperatives,
and to then pay the dairy supply
companies to process the milk, a
cost formerly borne by the farmers.
Retailers claim this will achieve cost
savings, which can then be passed on
to farmers and consumers. At least,
that’s the theory.

Meanwhile, the National Farmers
Federation (NFF) and the Australian
Food and Grocery Council (AFGC),
the peak body of suppliers to the
major retailers, are campaigning
for introduction of a national code
to govern the major retailers’ trade
practices. Both organisations have
negotiated with the retailers over a
voluntary code, but last month the
NFF withdrew, saying the process
would not result in an adequate level
of support for primary producers.

The retailers have ruthlessly
squeezed the dairy, food and grocery
suppliers. Fifty complaints have been
made to the ACCC, but only in con-
fidence, to prevent reprisal from the
retailers. One former supplier testified
that when Coles offered customers
special deals it would charge him
more per item than the price savings
for consumers.

He said: “They were constantly
putting forward requests for addi-
tional trading terms, they would
find avenues to either squeeze more
margins out of you or request more
money to be spent on the product
to keep them on the shelf.” Another
supplier said both companies would
demand special fees for keeping
products on the shelves, and would
cancel promotions at will.

Manufacturing
under threat

These practices savagely cut the
income of dairy farmers, forcing many
of them out of business. However,
other industries are also affected. For
example, under “parallel importing”

a retail firm that wants to buy a mul-
tinational corporation’s product can
bypass the corporation’s Australian
branch by getting an agent to purchase
it on their behalf from a branch in a
developing nation, thus threatening
the viability of the corporations’ local
manufacturing branch.

Multinationals have expressed
opposition to this practice, but they
may be forced to accept it and down-
size or even close their Australian
branches, with a catastrophic loss
of jobs.

Coles and Woolworths have
defended parallel importing on the
basis that multinational suppliers
“profit gouge” by purchasing products
made in cheap labour developing
nations. In reality, they want to do
exactly the same thing, walking away
with the profits, leaving consumers
with little or no advantage, and wreak-
ing havoc with local manufacturing
industries that have until now supplied
the retailers.

Moreover, a report by firms
Macquarie Equities and EBS found
that between 2006 and 2011 the
gross profit margins of more than
40 percent of Australia’s packaged
grocery suppliers fell on average by
6.3 percentage points to 37 percent.

Gary Dawson, Chairman of the
Awstralian Food and Grocery Council
stated: “... over the last few years
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... there’s been a 6 percent margin
transfer from suppliers to retailers.
Supplier margins are well below their
international peers.”

Coles and Woolworths deny this
and want a voluntary arrangement,
like the media code, which has been
a near total failure in controlling the
mass media barons.

Huffing and puffing
from parliament

The federal government has
threatened to enforce a mandatory
code similar to the British groceries
code, which prevents supermarkets
from making retrospective adjust-
ments to supply arrangements, and
limits their ability to make suppli-
ers pay for stocking or promoting
products.

Nevertheless, the government is
divided over making the code manda-
tory and now says it will only do so if
the AFGC and retailers fail to agree
on a voluntary code. It is undoubt-
edly nervous about having another
propaganda war with retailers, like the
one it had with the mining industry
over the Mineral Resources Rent Tax.

The Liberal-led coalition has
issued dire warnings about penalties
for non-compliance, but nevertheless
favours a voluntary code. Opposition
small business spokesman Bruce

Billson declared that previous discus-
sions on a mandatory code “derailed
collaborative industry efforts [and]
forced stakeholders to retreat to their
corners and declare a position.”

Coles and Woolworths hold
about 80 percent of Australia’s food
and grocery market, offering a clear
temptation to the big retailers to
collude over price fixing and supply
arrangements.

To avoid breaching competition
laws the two firms have had to hold
separate negotiations with the AFGC
over the voluntary code. That does
not, however, prevent them from
holding discussions beforehand in
order to reach a mutually agreed
negotiating position.

Nor is it likely that they will
pass on much, if any, of the savings
from dealing directly with the dairy
farmers. Given their performance to
date they are far more likely to set
the cooperatives in competition with
individual dairy farmers, They might
even try to eliminate the coopera-
tives, leaving them free to deal with
farmers individually, a perfect recipe
for squeezing them for the last drop
of profit.

Saving the farm

Farmers face many other prob-
lems. Banks are foreclosing on loans,
refusing to acknowledge that farms

are still viable, but that growing good
crops is now likely to occur much
less frequently because of climate
change. If grain handling company
CBH collapses because of low yields,
and if a US corporation’s bid for grain
company GrainCorp is successful,
the entire Australian grain-handling
industry will become overseas-owned.

Apple orchardists now face loss
of their status as free of fire blight
disease, after a court ruled that under
international trade agreements quar-
antine regulations banning imports of
New Zealand apples must be over-
thrown. Other orchardists are ripping
out thousands of mature fruit-bearing
trees because of the import of canned
fruit from low labour-cost countries.

Much of Australia’s most fertile
agricultural land is now threatened
by the aggressive inroads of the coal
and coal seam gas industry.

And now Australian agriculture is
being further threatened by the poli-
cies of the two supermarket giants.
Introduction of a mandatory conduct
code overseen by an ombudsman
is essential, but that won’t happen
if the Liberal/National coalition is
elected, nor is it likely under Labor.
A combination of immense public
pressure and the election of left and
progressive political forces is the way
forward. &
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Queensland’s fire-sale

Bob Briton

Privatisation is unpopular with
the people of Australia. It is also
the guiding principle of state
and federal governments doing
their bit to shore up capitalism
locally and guarantee the already
wealthy get wealthier out of any
crisis. The Newman government
in Queensland is back in the
limelight trying to appear to be
a mob of reluctant neo-liberals.
But the Queensland government’s
reaction to the Costello commis-
sion of audit report confirms it
as being committed as any to
robbing the public of assets built
up over a century. These public
enterprises have provided stable
income, ensured services and a
degree of accountability and some
security from the manipulation of
corporate cowboys.

The people of Queensland will
resist the sales. Up for immediate
grabs are contracts for rail and bus
services, maintenance of Queensland
Rail’s regional services, management
of five major stadiums including
Suncorp Stadium, ownership and
management of new public housing
stock and all information and
communication technology services.
Listed for consideration after the
election due in 2015 are long-term
leases (effective sale) of the ports of
Gladstone and Townsville, electricity
generation companies CS Energy and
Stanwell Corp and the Queensland
Investment Corp.

Much has been made of the
dispute between the Premier Newman

and the majority of his Liberal
National Party colleagues, on one
hand, and Treasurer Tim Nicholls on
the other, regarding the recommended
sale of the Powerlink high-voltage
electricity transmission network.
A plea from audit commission
head, former federal treasurer Peter
Costello, failed to convince the
government to stick its neck out
further politically than it had already
with its proposed fire-sale.

The argument in favour of larger
scale theft of public property is that
it is the easy way to boost the state’s
credit rating. Former Victorian
premier Jeff Kennett was on hand
with some neo-liberal advice. “We
moved very quickly on asset sales
because it gave us the greatest impetus
to not only return to the AAA but in
economic terms to stop paying so
much of our revenue in interest,”
he said.

It is galling for the people
suffering the consequences of the
latest economic downturn to realise
the ratings agencies and financial
institutions that had such a big hand
in the post-2007 crisis still have such
sway over the economic affairs of
their victims.

While the Newman government
does its best to downplay the
significance of the sales, private
investors are licking their lips.
They are already checking out 13
public housing sites. “There are
some astounding sites,” developer
Devine’s chief executive David
Keir told The Australian Financial
Review. Developers are presenting the
situation as an opportunity to fix up

Guardian

Anne McDonnell at Kershaw Gardens where a community protest was held opposed to the privatisation of
Rockhampton's two public nursing homes. (Photo: Chris Ison)

the delivery of public housing, which
they have an interest in portraying as
a failure.

“Public housing is outdated,
expensive to maintain and the
mix of it is inappropriate,” said
Lachlan Grantley of Consolidated
Properties. Reports often use the term
“social housing” to refer to public
housing. This is in line with the long
ideological battle against public
ownership. Since the 1980s, access

“Reverse the cuts”

Open letter from academics and scientists at universities around Australia

Dear Prime Minister
As Professors and Associate
Professors in Australian universi-
ties we are deeply concerned by
the recently announced $2.3 billion
cut in federal budget allocations
to the university sector (compris-
ing $900 million from university
grants and $1.4 billion from the
abolition of student scholarships
for disadvantaged students and the
removal of HECS fee discounts).
Combined with the 2011 and 2012
decisions to cut research funding
($500 million) and teaching and
learning support ($600 million),
these recent Budget changes mean
that your government has taken
over $4 billion out of the Federal
Budget allocations for universities.
We cannot reconcile these deci-
sions with Labor’s Platform com-
mitment to “steadily increase...
national investment... to at least
maintain the value of public fund-
ing for teaching and research in
universities”, and they are at odds
with the promises made by your
government in the lead up to, and
immediately following the 2010
federal election. Universities have

made by far and away the largest
saving contributions of any Federal
Budget line item. We feel betrayed
and taken for granted.

Our universities are central to
Australia’s economic and social
future. We are training the future
generations of Australia’s knowl-
edge economy (including scientists,
engineers, nurses, doctors, teachers,
IT workers and financial analysts),
and providing the basic and applied
research which underpins innova-
tion and improvement in many
spheres — from the application of
biomedical discoveries to new
disease treatments and cures to the
use of new materials and processes
in our manufacturing and energy
intensive industries. And as Labor
has acknowledged, our universities
are central to Australia’s growing
relationship with the Asia Pacific
region and the wider globalised
economy.

Your government’s cuts fun-
damentally jeopardise the future
of our sector. Our universities are
at tipping point — core funding
per student and support for basic
research continue to decline while

Auwustralian students now pay some
of the highest public university fees
in the world. The Bradley (2009)
and Lomax-Smith (2012) reviews
made a compelling case for big
increases in base funding per stu-
dent, which your government has
chosen to ignore, notwithstanding
that Australia’s public university
investment is well below the OECD
average.

While your government has cre-
ated over 150,000 new undergradu-
ate places, the expansion is eroding
the quality of teaching and research
because it has not been properly
funded. In combination with chang-
es to student income support and
HECS fees, your funding cuts will
diminish the educational opportu-
nities for our most disadvantaged
young people and undermine the
quality of their learning experience.

For nearly two decades govern-
ments have demanded that univer-
sity staff do more with less, while
massively increasing government
intrusion in teaching and research
practices. This cannot continue.

We urge you to reverse these
cuts. @&

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?

White a letter to the Edctor

to public housing has steadily been
restricted to those on extremely low
incomes who would also be eligible
for social welfare.

The idea that public housing
should be available to any member
of the public who was not interested
in home ownership or who had no
need for it was impermissible to the
policy makers of late capitalism.
Public housing put a brake on private
market house prices and rents. It has
now been stigmatised and set up for
destruction.

Communities to be affected by
port and rail maintenance privatisation
are also concerned. Gladstone Mayor
Gail Sellers said, “The port has been
the lifeblood of the community and
it contributes a lot more than dollars.
They’re involved in recreation,
development ... all sorts of things.”
Townsville Mayor Jenny Hill has
similar concerns.

Les Moffitt of the Townsville
Council of Unions foresees major
disruption for towns along the rail

line to Mount Isa. “When they talk
about outsourcing the maintenance
of the railway line, what will happen
there is that they won’t have anyone
on the ground in those towns like
Hughenden or Cloncurry, but they’ll
have a mobile workforce which comes
in and out,” he said. “This is all about
putting profits before services.”

The Newman government no
doubt believes its response to the
Costello report has been clever. The
Bligh Labor government softened the
ground with a round of privatisations
of its own and the fear campaign
about the state’s debt has not abated
since the election of the LNP last
year. Further, direct public sector
sackings and reduction of services
would bring too many people onto
the streets in protest. The measures
are being sold as slow changes that
the community can bear following
the shock treatment already inflicted
on the people of the state. It is
unlikely the people of the state will
be fooled. &

PSA will

fight pay cut

The NSW Public Service
Association (PSA) plans to vigor-
ously fight the state government’s
proposals to cut pay for public
sector workers to accommodate
an increase in the superannuation
guarantee levy legislated by the
federal government.

This announcement was made
without prior consultation with
the PSA.

The government’s public
sector wage policy is capped at
2.5% and it is proposed the super
increase of 0.25% be treated as an
employee-related cost and as such
will reduce the salary increase to
2.25%, a wage cut in real terms.

The PSA fought hard against
the imposition of the 2.5% wages
policy in the first instance includ-
ing a challenge to the High Court
of Australia and will not stand
by and allow the government to
change its own rules on an eco-
nomic whim.

The PSA said it is firmly of
the view that the payment of

superannuation is a government
responsibility, as the employer,

which should under no circum-

stances be turned into what will
only be an additional burden on
workers.

The PSA has sought legal
advice on this issue.

The union’s wage applications
for a 2.5% variation of a number
of awards will be heard by the
Industrial Relations Commission
on May 22.

At that time the union will
strenuously argue for the payment
of the 2.5% pay rise in full. A spe-
cial meeting of the PSA’s execu-
tive on May 3 resolved that:

“The PSA will continue to
pursue its 2.5% salaries applica-
tion on May 22. The increase in
superannuation is the employer’s
responsibility. The PSA will not
agree to discounting the 2.5% by
the 0.25% increase in superan-
nuation under the Superannuation
Guarantee Act.” &
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Film Review by Richard Titelius

Australia

Promised Land

Recently, Perth had its first
screening of the new Matt Damon
movie, Promised Land. Damon
stars in the movie along with John
Krasinski with whom he co-wrote
the screenplay. They have roles
which initially pit their characters
against each other.

The movie is about the fracking
for shale gas — not natural gas as is
stated a number of times by the pro-
tagonists for fracking in the movie.

Despite its less than critical
acclaim and being a bomb at the box
office — it is doubtful whether the
movie will recoup its backers’ the
$15 million it cost to make — the film
works. Its characters are warm and
human. It makes you think about the
contradictions of capitalism, of which
the gas fracking industry is very much
a part. The movie was originally to
be directed by Matt Damon but was
given over to Gus Van Sant.

The first contradiction is revealed
as the credits are rolling at the begin-
ning of the movie — the fact that it was
financed by Image Media Abu Dhabi
from the United Arab Emirates, one
of the charter members of the OPEC
oil cartel. While having oil and gas
interests finance a movie about frack-
ing may muddy the waters somewhat,
there are still a number of messages in
the movie about personal responsibil-
ity and idealism which should not be
forgotten.

The protagonist, Steve Butler
(played by Damon) is an energy
company numbers man who with
another official, Sue Thomason
(Frances McDormand), have the task
of convincing people in a struggling
town in rural Pennsylvania to sell
leases of their land to the company,
so that it can frack for gas.

They are so inauthentic that they
rock up to Gas, Groceries, Guns and
Guitars general store to buy clothes
and shoes so that they fit in with the
natives as they try to lease their land.
But so much else about them is a
dead giveaway that it takes about five
seconds for each of the townspeople
to figure them out.

Set in a time after the release
of the iconic movie on fracking,
Gaslands, to which oblique refer-
ences are made in Promised Land, the
townspeople, who are often struggling
economically, are not so down on
their knees that they can’t see what
the implications are for their way of
life and their health.

The scene is then set for the
man from Global Energy to meet his
antagonist, a mysterious environ-
mental activist Dustin Noble (John
Krasinski) with an easy message to
sell the townspeople.

The message is too easy and

simplistic for a few of the more
scientifically minded in the town
like the high school science teacher
Frank Yates (Hal Holbrook) who
is also a retired professor from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The science teacher is arguably the
real hero of this movie as it is he who
comes closest to the real issues which
bedevil this form of energy extrac-
tion. The environmental consultant
who runs a shadowy company called
Athena starts putting up signs saying,
“Global Go Home” and handing out
leaflets and pamphlets and giving a
flashy demonstration in a high school
science class on the effects of gas
fracking by setting fire to a model of
a rural farm scene.

When there is a public meeting
at the local high school hall, scare
tactics are used to prey on people’s
fear of economic uncertainty in the
area: “Do you want to support gas
because if you don’t you may lose
your livelihoods and your homes?”

However, scientists or technicians
who knew something about shale gas
and the gas fracking process were not
invited to this meeting, for if they had
attended not many people would have
signed their leases.

This is much like many of the
public meetings for coal seam gas
in the eastern states of Australia and
shale or tight gas in Western Australia.
If there are any experts that attend
these community information sessions
they are usually industry people or
apologists for them in government
bureaucracies.

If public health people don’t
toe the government line they are
disinvited as was the case in Gingin,
Western Australia in June 2012,
when the Chairman for Doctors
for the Environment had been too
critical but truthful about some of the
chemical cocktails that go down with
the water into these fracking bores
to help release the gas that is in the
shale formations thousands of metres
beneath the surface.

One is seen as being anti-progress
and anti-job for opposing fracking
using arguments such as, “Let us run
everything on rainbows and happy
thoughts”. But little mention is made
of renewable energy throughout the
movie which could overcome many of
the hazardous shortcomings of shale
gas — wind, solar, geothermal, tidal.

It is the appeal to self-interest and
especially economic arguments which
predominate to try to overcome the
townspeople and which the protago-
nists from Global Energy use against
themselves to overcome their own
social and environmental conscience.

Steve Butler’s female partner
from Global Oil says she has a son
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to finance through college and their
work signing the town’s people up on
leases is just a job like any other job
to help support her and pay the bills.

The movie’s climax or anti-climax
brings all these thoughts and ideas
together into a somewhat inconclusive
ending that leaves you wondering
and hopefully thinking and wanting
more answers than a movie from
Hollywood can provide.

Even John Hangar, a Democrat
and former Secretary of the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environmental
Protection (the US state where this
movie takes place — and also much
of the iconic movie on fracking,
Gaslands) calls Promised Land,
“pretty silly entertainment” that,
“doesn’t pretend to deal with the real
issues,” or does it?

Promised Land is ultimately a
must see movie so that all people can
understand in plain terms the duplici-
tous and disingenuous arguments that
the proponents of gas fracking will try
and put forward to people to win over
communities and individuals. &
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Public education advocates have understandably been strong-
ly arguing for a greater funds allocation for public schools. Last
month the Australian Education Union (AEU) released research
showing that twice as many students in public schools come
from low-income families as from high-income families. The
report by Barbara Preston Research says government schools
had a nearly equal share of students from high- and low-
income families in 1986. But by 2011 the proportion of public
school students from low-income families was almost double
the share from high-income ones. “It's time the private school
authorities recognised funding must be directed to address dis-
advantage”, AEU federal president Angelo Gavrielatos said.

This month’s budget will be a real battlefield for money. One
of the top concerns is the ill-advised decision to move about
84,000 single parents to the Newstart allowance when their
youngest child turns eight. More than 60,000 single parents
now receive between $60 to $100 a week less in welfare pay-
ments as a result. The majority of federal Labor MPs want the
payments to single mothers to be increased and this issue has
become a priority in many marginal seats. Several cabinet min-
isters are said to be supporting single mothers receiving a boost
to their payments. Welfare agencies and unions have been cam-
paigning for some time for a $50-a-week increase in Newstart.

Margaret Thatcher may be dead but her policies live on. In one
of those classic decisions the Tory government in Britain has
introduced so-called “bedroom tax”. Thousands of protesters
across Britain called on the government to axe it immediately.
Between 12,000 to 13,000 people in 52 cities across the coun-
try braved the cold March weather to protest against cutting
benefits for people with a spare room. Under the government’s
welfare reform, those deemed to have one spare bedroom in
their council or housing association home face paying $1,100
extra a year. This is calculated to affect 660,000 people.
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Stealing Syria’s oil

Gearéid O Colmain

The decision of the European Union to lift
the embargo on Syrian government’s energy
exports by importing oil from the “armed
opposition” is another flagrant violation of
international law. It violates the UN General
Assembly declaration of 1962 on Permanent
Sovereignty over Natural Resources and is
yet another violation of the 1981 UN declara-
tion on the Inadmissibility of Intervention
and Interference in the Internal Affairs of
States. But it is much more than a technical
violation of the law. It marks the decent of
civilisation into barbarism.

London and Paris, have more than
Washington, been at the forefront of aggression
against Syria. In spite of the fact that it has now
been confirmed by most media sources that the
Syrian “opposition” is Al-Qaeda, London and
Paris persist in their insane drive to arm the
terrorists, using the spurious argument that if
they don’t arm the “moderates” the “extrem-
ists” will take over the country. However, in
the words of the New York Times, “nowhere in
rebel-controlled Syria is there a secular fight-
ing force to speak of” The fact that the Syrian
“rebels” are in fact Al-Qaeda has even been
admitted by the war-mongering French daily
Le Monde.

So, Paris and London are pushing for fur-
ther arming of Al-Qaeda and the legalisation
of oil trading with the jihadi terrorists. In plain
language this means that the loose, terrorist
network known to the world as Al-Qaeda will
soon become one of the EU’s partners in the
oil business. A new absurd chapter in the Era
of Terror is about to be enacted.

International law and
its violators

The 1962 UN Resolution 1803 on the
Permanent Sovereignty Over Natural Resources
states:

“Violation of the rights of peoples and
nations to sovereignty over their natural wealth
and resources is contrary to the spirit and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations
and hinders the development of international
co-operation and the maintenance of peace”

Japhat Al-Nusra and other Al-Qaeda affili-
ated groups do not in any way represent the
Syrian people, nor do they constitute a sovereign
state according to the categories of international
law. The “armed opposition” IS Al-Qaeda.
Therefore, the European Union’s decision to
officially buy oil from terrorist gangs currently
occupying territories in the Syrian Arab Republic
constitutes a heinous crime and makes a further
mockery of the basic principles governing the
relations between states.

The 1981 UN document explicitly
condemns:

“ ... the increasing threat to international
peace and security owing to frequent recourse to
the threat or use of force, aggression, intimida-
tion, military intervention and occupation, esca-
lation of military presence and all other forms of
intervention or interference, direct or indirect,
overt or covert, threatening the sovereignty and
political independence of other States, with the
aim of overthrowing their governments”.

The declaration goes on to categorically
condemn the deployment of “armed bands” and
“mercenaries” by states for the use of overthrow-
ing the governments of other sovereign states:

*...conscious of the fact that such policies
endanger the political independence of States,
freedom of peoples and permanent sovereignty
over their natural resources, adversely affecting
thereby the maintenance of international peace
and security.

“Conscious also of the imperative need for
any threat of aggression, any recruitment, any
use of armed bands, in particular mercenar-
ies, against sovereign States to be completely
ended, so as to enable the peoples of all States
to determine their own political, economic and
social systems without external interference or
control”.

Western governments, who for many years
have been openly and shamelessly violating all
known and agreed principles of international
law, arming terrorist gangs who murder and
maim civilians, funding common criminals who
traffic drugs and recruit child-soldiers, have now
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descended to a new low by purchasing oil and
gas from these same terrorist gangs, natural
resources which are legally the property of the
Syrian Arab Republic and its citizens.

EU governments
colluding with terrorists

Europe’s descent into absolute moral tur-
pitude and lawlessness is further reflected in
the fact that EU authorities are doing nothing
to prevent brainwashed Muslim youths from
travelling to Syria in order to fight NATO’s
war. Yet, the officials of EU states readily admit
that hundreds if not thousands of jihadis from
Britain, Ireland, Spain, Germany, Belgium, the
Netherlands and other states are now joining the
ranks of the so-called “Syrian rebels”.

But they also admit that their only concern is
that these terrorists might be a threat to European
security if they ever return. The fact that these
terrorists are putting bombs in busy market
squares; cars; universities; schools; hospitals
and mosques throughout Syria, and that US
State Department’s own reports confirm this,
doesn’t seem to bother the EU’s governments.
Their only concern is that they might eventually
bite the hand that feeds. The EU “anti-terror”
chief Gilles de Kerchove tells the BBC:

“Not all of them are radical when they leave,
but most likely many of them will be radicalised
there, will be trained.

“And as we’ve seen this might lead to a
serious threat when they get back.”

We know from lIsraeli intelligence sources
that most of the terrorists are being trained in
US/NATO military bases in Turkey and Jordon.

So, why doesn’t the EU’s “anti-terror”
chief seem to know about this? This is the man
responsible for protecting Europe from terror-
ism. As | reported before, France’s “anti-terror”
magistrate actually admitted on French state
radio on January 11 that the French government
was on the same side as Al-Qaeda in Syria:

“There are many young jihadists who have
gone to the Turkish border in order to enter
Syria to fight Bachar’s regime, but the only
difference is that there France is not the enemy.
Therefore we don’t look on that in the same
way. To see young men who are at the moment
fighting Bachar Al-Assad, they will be perhaps
dangerous in the future but for the moment they
are fighting Bachar Al-Assad and France is on
their side; they will not attack us”.

The cynical double standard which states
that all territories outside the EU are barbaric
and therefore outside the realm of international
law has now become a policy that goes unno-
ticed by Europe’s brainwashed masses. Euro-
Atlantic powers are not only behaving like
criminals but are now openly displaying their
criminality. One should also note that the French
government has now decided to call the Syrian
president by his first name. Calling a state offi-
cial by his first name is a sign of deep disrespect
in French etiquette. Since the Sarkozy regime,
French diplomacy has been dragged through
the mud, with France’s diplomatic corps now
behaving like a cross between spoilt brats and
fascist thugs.

Syria’s oil geopolitics

The quest for sources of cheap energy is
one of the geopolitical contexts driving the war
in Syria. Christof Lehmann has written that
the discovery of the Iranian Pars gas field in
2007 and Teheran’s plan to pipe the gas to the
Eastern Mediterranean by constructing a pipe-
line through Iraq and Syria holds the potential
of turning Iran into a global economic power,
giving Teheran enormous leverage over the EU’s
Middle East policy. This development would
pose a threat to the Zionist entity. It would pose
an existential threat to the despotic emirates
of the Gulf, who depend on the power of the
petro-dollar for their survival.

That is one of the reasons why NATO
and the Gulf Cooperation Council are using
Al-Qaeda terrorists to break the Shite-led
alliance of Iran, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah. As Italian geographer Manlio
Dinucci has reported, contrary to received opin-
ion, Syria actually has massive energy reserves.

Dinucci writes:

“The US/NATO strategy focuses on help-
ing rebels to seize the oil fields with twofold
purpose: to deprive the Syrian state of revenue
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from exports, already strongly decreased as a
result of the EU embargo, and to ensure that
the largest deposits pass in the future, through
the ‘rebels’ under the control of the big Western
oil companies.”

The first implementation of the “humani-
tarian intervention” ideology was during the
NATO bombing of Serbia in 1999. Since then,
the truncated entity called Kosovo has become
Europe’s number one criminal state, run by
a convicted organ and drug trafficking mass
murderer called Hacim Al Thaci, a protégé of
Brussels and Washington. This is the kind of
narco-mafia anti-state NATO has installed in
Libya since the Blitzkrieg against that country
in 2011 and it is the type of criminal regime
that will rule over Syrians if NATO succeeds
in bombing that country.

One can read hundreds of articles in the
mainstream press about the criminality of the
Kosovar regime and articles describing the
chaos in post-Gaddafi Libya have not been rare.
But the same media outlets will systematically
ignore the fact that they were the ones cheering
on the CIA’s Kossovo Liberation Army during
the destruction of Yugoslavia. The same are
now pushing for more arming of the terrorists
in Syria and for military intervention by NATO.

The closing of
the European mind

The pontificators of European integration
and Europe’s role in the world like to pepper
their speeches with pompous references to the
“rule of law” and the universality of “European
values”.

This specious rhetoric is unceasingly
drummed into European students throughout our
universities and institutions of higher learning
and it is repeated ad nauseum by the mass media.
The people now using Al-Qaeda terrorism to
further their interests in the Middle East teach
courses in prestigious European universities on
“international relations”.

It is no wonder ordinary people are incapa-
ble of seeing and understanding what is happen-
ing before their very eyes. The sheer scale and
complexity of the global institutional networks
built upon an empire of lies, self-righteousness
and deceit is simply too overwhelming for the
unschooled intellect to comprehend. Something
in our order-seeking minds rejects reality when
its horror surpasses our horizons of tolerance
and intelligibility.

As a result, the mind recoils, filters out the
real, preferring instead to see in our masters the
expression of complex, contradictory and arcane
policies, whose moral content is consigned to
the studies of “experts” and “specialists”, who
are themselves the products and propagandists
of the same corrupt institutions.

There are now so many academic institu-
tions, conferences; foundations; think tanks;
policy institutes and university courses proclaim-
ing the virtues of “humanitarian intervention”
that it has acquired the status of a dogma. The
repetition and reproduction of this dogma by
the scholastics of neo-liberal academia has

turned that which critical reason would normally
scoff at into an apriori principle of “global
governance”.

In chapter 22 of his seminal work on inter-
national law De Juri Belli ac Pacis, (On the
Law of War and Peace), the great 17th century
Dutch jurist Hugo Grotius wrote:

“Some wars were founded upon real motives
and others only upon colourful pretexts. This
distinction was first noticed by Polybius, who
calls the pretexts, profaseis and the real causes,
aitias. Thus Alexander made war upon Darius,
under the pretence of avenging the former
wrongs done by the Persians to the Greeks. But
the real motive of that bold and enterprising
hero was the easy acquisition of wealth and
dominion, which the expeditions of Xenophon
and Agesilaus had opened to his view.”

Little has changed since the days of
Alexander the Great. Wars are still fought for
pillage and plunder and the furtherance of
empire. Polybius’s vocabulary of “profaseis”
and “aitias” will be useful here. Since the start
of the Syrian nightmare in 2011, the “profaseis”
propagated by corporate media agencies call-
ing for military intervention in Syria has been
the desire to “protect civilians” from a “brutal
regime”. Only the naive and ignorant could now
defend such nonsense as the same media agen-
cies have finally admitted that the “opposition”
is in fact Al-Qaeda, a fact the alternative media
have been pointing out since the beginning of
the violence in Deraa in March 2011.

NATO’s “aitias” in this conflict is clear:
break up and destroy an independent sovereign
state; rob and pillage all of its resources; rape
and terrorise its citizens into submission by
unleashing drugged and brain-washed death
squads on the population; constantly blame all
of this on the “regime”, then finish the country
off with an intensive aerial bombing campaign
before installing a crime syndicate to run the
country. Finally, call that freedom. Call that
democracy. It’s a tried and trusted formula
which is now being deployed all over the world
in NATO’s megalomaniacal drive for global
supremacy.

Conclusion

It behoves us all to reflect upon the current
war in the Levant. What we are witnessing is
the destruction of the Westphalian state system
and a return to the kind of chaos of the 17th
century’s Thirty Years War, except this time
it is festering on the borders of Europe where
the principle of bellum se ipsum alet, war will
feed itself, is being acted out by private military
corporations, drug gangs, terrorist networks and
international crime syndicates linked directly and
indirectly to the ideological state apparatuses of
the Atlantic powers.

And so, the Kosovo Liberation Army has
been training the “Syrian Free Army”, while
Libya’s Islamic Fighting Group has also joined
the “holy war” in Syria. Like the Thirty Years
War, the armed gangs and mercenaries are fund-
ing themselves by pillaging the local economies
and selling their booty as contraband. Whole
factories in Syria have been dismantled and
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stolen by mercenaries in the service of Turkey
and Qatar, while the drug trade is now booming
like never before.

When one country is destroyed and
reduced to despotic fiefdoms and emirates,
Western corporations move in with their
private military companies and proceed to
pillage the country’s resources, unhindered
by the rules and regulations of the Sovereign
State. The terrorist hordes then move on to
the next country on NATO’s hit list. This is
NATQ’s strategy of chaos, a form of liquid
warfare that is spreading rapidly throughout
the Southern Hemisphere.

Given the criminality of Western oil
companies in the past, it is perhaps not
entirely surprising that they would now, in
the form of the EU, be openly buying oil
from terrorist organisations. What is surpris-
ing, however, is the morbid insouciance of
Europe’s populations. How could there be so
many “respectable” people in our media and
academic institutions prepared to collaborate
with these mobsters? Why have there been
few if any significant demonstrations against
NATO? How is it possible that the powers that
be should be allowed to get away with such
unmitigated criminality?

The Roman poet Horace wrote — neglecta
solent incendia sumere vires — a neglected fire
always gathers in strength. Since the destruction
of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan by
the Western-backed Mujahedeen terrorists in
1979, sovereign states have fallen prey to mer-
cenaries and terrorist gangs backed by Western
imperialism, while civil liberties have been
curtailed in America and Europe in the name
of the “War on Terrorism”.

The fire has since spread to the former
Yugoslavia; Rwanda; Cote d’lvoire; Sudan;
Somalia; Irag; DRC; Chechnya, Libya and now
Syria. If people don’t wake up and mobilise
against the criminals planning these wars, the
flames of destruction will eventually come
home in the form of martial law, and a fascist,
panopticon police state which will be deemed
necessary during the prosecution of a Third
World War against Iran, Russia and China. If
this fire of terrorism is not put out in Syria, it
will continue into the Caucasus, Central Asia,
the Russian Federation and Eastern China until
all possible resistance to NATO’s drive for “full
spectrum dominance” is eliminated and a tyran-
nical, corporate hyper-state rules over the planet.

World wars have happened in the past and
given the Will-to-Power of our current rulers,
there is no reason to believe that a world war
will not happen again. Many in the West, inured
to televised violence and indifferent to distant
wars, have a tendency to believe that politics
is a domain that does not affect them. But in
the words of the French politician Charles de
Montalambert “Vous avez beau ne pas vous
occuper de politique, la politique s’occupe de
vous tout de meme”’. [It is easy for you not to be
concerned about politics, but politics, however,
is concerned about you] In the light of current
events the statement merits reflection.
globalresearch.ca &
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Steven Katsineris

“It is a clear signal to everyone who is not
‘on board’ and who is not of the same mind
as the government that no dissent will be
tolerated. No dissent will be tolerated and
you challenge the status quo at your peril.”
Bernadette Devlin McAliskey, Irish civil
rights leader and former Six Counties MP.

Marian Price, 58, is a long-time Irish
republican activist, an ex-IRA volunteer and
ex-political prisoner. She was given two life
sentences for a series of four bomb blasts in
London in March 1973. The Old Bailey courts
and an army recruitment centre were targeted.
She was one of nine republicans sentenced,
including her sister Dolours and Gerry Kelly,
who is now a Minister in the Northern Ireland
government.

Marian Price was given a Royal Pardon in
1980 and left prison suffering from TB and ano-
rexia and weighing only 32 kilograms. Marian
and Dolours had spent 200 days on hunger
strike demanding to be transferred to Northern
Ireland, where Republican prisoners had status
as political prisoners. They were both forcibly
restrained and force-fed three times a day over
the last 167 days of the hunger strike.

Despite her health issues and prolonged
imprisonment Marian’s commitment to her
Irish Republican and Nationalist principles
meant she remained politically active after her
release. Her outspoken criticism of British rule
caused problems for the British administration,
who had probably hoped she would quietly fade
from the political scene. Marian’s continued
activism and vocal support of Republicanism
kept her under scrutiny and made her a target
for the security services eager to silence her
and other dissenters.

Marian Price was returned to prison in 2011,
but not on the basis of fresh evidence or any
new offence. The Northern Ireland Secretary,
Owen Patterson, ordered her detention and
charged her with encouraging support for an
illegal organisation. The basis of this charge
is that Marian attended a 1916 Easter Rising
Commemoration held in Derry; one of many
held by Irish Republicans each year and while
there in windy conditions, she held up a piece
of paper for a masked man from the 32-County
Sovereignty Movement as he read out a message.
Three days after this event Marian was arrested.

She was then granted bail, but arrested again
after she left the court on the orders of Owen
Patterson. This time the reason was based on
secret information from the British intelligence
services, which claims the evidence cannot
be revealed due to national security concerns.
Later Marian was also charged with “providing
property for the purposes of terrorism”; this
allegedly related to her purchase of a phone,
which authorities “think” was later used by
attackers who killed two soldiers in 2009. Many
people believe this is merely an attempt by the
British authorities to link Marian with a crime.

No evidence or connection to the incident
was produced and she was again granted bail,
by the court. But Marian has since remained in
prison because of Paterson’s order. Marian’s real
transgression has seemingly been her critical
remarks about the conditions in the northeast
of Ireland and of the Good Friday agreement
between Britain and Sinn Fein.

Solitary confinement
as torture

“ ... the use of solitary confinement can
amount to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, which is proscribed
by the International Convention on Civil and
Political Rights and under the UN Convention
Against Torture,” says Juan E Mendez, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Torture.

After her arrest Marian Price was held in
solitary confinement in Maghaberry high secu-
rity prison for more than nine months, despite
not being convicted of any unlawful activities.
Then in February 2012, Marian was taken to
Hydebank Women’s Prison where she served
another nine months in solitary confinement. In
May 2012, the so-called charges involving the
Easter Commemoration incident were thrown
out of court by a judge. Still Marian remained
in prison as her mental and physical health
rapidly deteriorated. In June, 2012, by now

seriously ill, she was transferred to a secure
ward at Belfast Hospital.

The revised European Prison Rules of 2006
clearly state that solitary confinement should be
an exceptional measure and, when used, should
be for as short a time as possible. The Inter-
American Court of Human Rights has also stated
that prolonged solitary confinement constitutes
a form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
prohibited under Article 5 of the American
Convention on Human Rights (Castillo Petruzzi
et al., Judgment of May 30, 1999).

Solitary confinement harms prisoners who
are not previously mentally ill and tends to
worsen the mental health of those who are. The
use of solitary confinement in prisons should
therefore be kept to a minimum. In all prison
systems there is some use of solitary confine-
ment — in special units or prisons for those seen
as threats to security and prison order.

The UN’s lead investigator on torture,
Juan Mendez, has called for governments to
end the use of long spells of solitary confine-
ment in prison. He said such isolation could
cause serious mental and physical damage and
amounted to torture. He further said that short
term isolation was permissible only for prisoner
protection, but all solitary confinement longer
than 15 days should be banned.

Widespread support

“A serious case of injustice and denial of
human rights and judicial rights in the north
of Ireland. We believe that her detention is
unjust and runs contrary to the principles of
natural justice. We believe very strongly that
Marian Price McGlinchey should be released.
Her human rights have been breached. She has
been denied justice and due process.

“She is seriously ill. Her detention under-
mines the justice system and the political
process. She clearly presents no threat to
anyone.” Joint statement issued by Sinn Fein
President Gerry Adams and Six County Deputy
First Minister Martin McGuiness appealing to
Hillary Clinton and other US political leaders
to support calls for the release of Marian Price,
November 10, 2012.

The campaign to release Marian Price has
encompassed a diverse range of people and
political, social and community organisations
across lIreland and elsewhere. Some of the
many voices raised calling for her freedom
from imprisonment include the two Nationalist
parliamentary parties in the north. Sinn Fein’s
Gerry Adams called for Marian’s release last
November, January and again in March.

Martin McGuiness also attended and gave
evidence at the Parole Commissioners hearing a
short time ago. Social Democratic Labour Party
leader Dr Alistair McDonnell called for her
release on March 30. Pat Ramsey (SDLP) has
been a vocal supporter of the release of Marian
for over 12 months. As has Angela Nelson:
Independent Councillor, Lisburn Council.

The following Republican and Nationalist
parties and groups have also campaigned vig-
orously for Marian’s freedom. The 32 County
Sovereignty Movement, Irish Republican
Socialist Party, Republican Network for Unity,
EIRIGI, Republican Sinn Fein, Irish Freedom
Committee, Friends of Irish Freedom, The Celtic
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League, The United Celtic Brotherhood, the
1916 Societies. As well, Dublin City Council,
Fermanagh Council, Dungannon Council,
Galway Council, Derry Council, Sligo Council,
Omagh Council. Among other organisations
calling for Marian’s release are the Scottish
Republican Socialist Party and Human Rights
Watch UK.

Justice for Marian Price

“I think what is very important for people
to recognise that what is happening to Marian is
not an isolated case. While it’s happening here in
Northern Ireland and we have had to call upon
the UN Rapporteur for Health to exercise his
authority to examine it ... the arrogance with
which many of the Western powers, who created
the UN in the middle of the 20th century, and
actually undermine that organisation in both
its protection of the UN Charter on Human
Rights, it’s collective role for peace keeping,
for democracy, and for compliance with UN
resolutions.

“l think Marian’s case is symptomatic of
those things we see every day ... That people
can still be imprisoned without due process
and that many countries, particularly in the
very powerful Western alliances, feel that UN
resolutions and UN protections are for protecting
them from their enemies, but not people from
powerful states. And that’s what | was saying.
That Marian’s case is not just something peculiar
to the Northern Ireland situation. The increas-
ing confidence with which fundamental human
rights and due process and protections are being
ignored — | think is frightening.” Bernadette
Devlin-McAliskey.

Really, this is back to the days of internment
without trial. Marian Price is being held purely
because of her dissident views and vocal criti-
cisms. She is being selectively targeted because
she holds different views and refuses to remain
silent in the face of British coercion and repres-
sion. The British justice system’s mistreatment
of Marian Price has again blatantly exposed it as
the disgraceful, hypocritical and discriminatory
structure that it is, a fact that Irish people have
experienced throughout the colonial occupation
of Ireland.

Marian’s case reveals the sham British
judicial system has for genuine fairness and due
process. Twice she was granted bail by judges,
only to be rearrested due to orders signed by
the Northern Ireland Secretary of State. Marian
Price has been illegally imprisoned. The lack of
a genuine case against Marian and her impris-
onment without due process is a travesty that
must be remedied by her unconditional freedom.

Marian Price’s continued imprisonment and
ordeal shows an utter contempt for justice by
the British state. Her human rights are being
grossly violated by her long-term incarceration.
Marian Price is effectively detained without
trial, sentence or release date. This lack of any
due process means she could be held for an
indefinite time, an illegitimate procedure that
allows the British administration to hold her for
the rest of her life if they so desire. This blatant
injustice of illegal imprisonment must cease. On
the basis of compassionate, legal, civil, political
and those of common sense Marian Price should
be released immediately. &
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Kevin Zeese and
Margaret Flowers

This past week of economic news
reveals both the ruthlessness of
big finance capitalism on people
and the planet and that people
are working for alternative, more
just and sustainable solutions. At
the top of the list is more research
on austerity.

The Reinhart and Rogoff study
relied on by advocates of austerity
was proven to be false, so now we
know that austerity does not work in
practice or in theory. Furthermore,
new research shows something even
worse — austerity is killing people in
the US and Europe.

For example, HIV/AIDS has
increased by 200 percent in Greece
since 2011. There are also malaria
outbreaks, shortages of essential medi-
cines, loss of access to healthcare (5
million people in the US), an epidemic
of drug abuse, one million cases of
depression and 10,000 suicides since
the recession.

Though US Congress members
are providing more money to end
the flight delays that affect them and
other wealthy travellers, they are not
doing anything about lost unemploy-
ment, closure of Head Start programs,
people lacking housing assistance and
healthcare or cuts to meals on wheels.
These choices are being made by the
political elites that run the country for
the elites of the country.

We also see the heartlessness of
finance capitalism in the workplace.
Americans are 270 times more likely to
die in a workplace accident than from
a terrorist attack, yet the Department of
Homeland Security’s budget in 2012
was $47 billion, while Occupational
Safety and Health Administration’s
(OSHA's) budget was only $588
million.

The massive fertiliser plant explo-
sion in Texas exposed the impact
of these mistaken budget priorities.
OSHA had not inspected the plant
since 1985 when it found seven
violations, five of them serious. The
plant received a measly $30 fine and
was not inspected again. The fertiliser
company told the EPA (Environmental

Protection Agency) that the risk of
explosion was minimal. If the EPA had
inspected, they would have found the
company had no alarms, no sprinklers,
no automatic shut-off valves and no
firewall to isolate stockpiles of highly
combustible materials. They also
would have found immense amounts
of explosive material. The Oklahoma
City bomber used 4,000 pounds of
ammonium nitrate to blow up the
Federal Building. Compare that to the
540,000 pounds in storage in West,
Texas. Inadequate funding resulted
in lost lives and hundreds of injuries.

The decline of unions adds to
this problem as evidenced in this
report that found 73 percent of NYC
construction deaths are at non-union
worksites.

We also witnessed the impact of
low-wage labour caused by the current
global trade system that puts profits
before people. The devastating build-
ing collapse in Bangladesh, where
workers were pressured to work long
hours and forced to enter the building
in which exits were blocked.

Of course, low wage labour is
a problem in the US as well. Les
Leopold points out that ten hedge fund
managers make as much as 196,000
nurses; and that one hour of work by
a Wall Streeter takes 21 years of work
for the rest of us.

And, we saw how little Congress
members care about the plight of
US workers when only one member
showed up at a congressional hear-
ing on the long-term unemployed,;
and even when the embarrassing
photo was tweeted, only a few more
of the 19-member Joint Economic
Committee joined the hearing.

All of this unfairness in the econ-
omy is pushing more and more people
to look at worker-owned coops. To
assist those who are interested in
co-ops, American Coop developed
worker co-op start-up guides.

The dangers of finance-based
capitalism are also on display when
it comes to our health. A report
last week showed that the most
widely used herbicide in the world,
glyphosate (Roundup), is linked to
Parkinson’s, infertility and cancers.

But, that is one of many examples

of toxins in the air and water, in the
walls of our homes and in our furni-
ture. Poisons are in widespread use
throughout our lives. In fact we are
essentially guinea pigs for corpora-
tions that put profit over health. As
more people become aware, across the
country they are organising to protect
their health from unhealthy foods.

President Obama may not have
realised it, but at a memorial service
in West, Texas for the victims of the
explosion, he showed how a health
care system that puts profits ahead
of health is a national tragedy when
he said: “America needs towns that
holds fundraisers to help folks pay
the medical bills ... .” Of course, if
he merely improved and expanded
Medicare to cover everyone, fundrais-
ers would not be needed.

Already, our health has become
even worse under Obama’s leader-
ship. Research shows that austerity
is hurting our health. In fact, cancer
clinics are turning away patients and
some are even closing because of the
sequester. In addition, rising health
care costs are keeping 43 percent of
America’s working-age adults from
going to the doctor.

Health care has become so
ugly in the United States that some
describe it as sadism. As ObamaCare
is implemented, things will get worse.

Guns and gas
used to attack inmates

Guantanamo guards used rubber
bullets and tear gas to put down a
peaceful protest by prisoners, an
inmate has told legal action charity
Reprieve. Younous Chekkouri, who
has been cleared for release but
remains at the US prison camp,
gave the first inside account of
the April 13 raid by telephone
last week.

Prison authorities stormed cells
after inmates covered cameras in
a “peaceful demonstration,” Mr
Chekkouri said. Detainees had been
covering the cameras in their cells
since hunger strikes began around
12 weeks ago.

Despite US President Barack
Obama reiterating his unfulfilled
vow to close the camp, 100 of the
166 prisoners are now refusing
food.

“l was sleeping when at almost
5am guards came in with shotguns.
There was no confrontation that
prompted it,” he said. “When |
woke up | heard them using guns
on the detainees’ block next door.
The detainees didn’t have anything.

“More than 50 (guards) came in
on my block and there were only 13
detainees on my block. Nobody (no
detainees) thought to fight. What
do we have to fight with. We were
outnumbered.” Mr Chekkouri said
inmates were forced to lie on their
bellies for more than three hours
while guards took everything out of
the cells.

“They moved us into another
empty block and after a while they
give us blanket and that is all. They
said it’s punishment.”

Mr Chekkouri — a 44-year-old

Moroccan arrested in 2001 in
Pakistan after fleeing Afghanistan
where he had been working for a
youth charity — described the expe-
rience as a “nightmare.”

Reprieve director Clive
Stafford Smith, who is one of Mr
Chekkouri’s lawyers, said: “The
prisoners did not start this. The US
military went in there with guns lit-
erally blazing at 5.10am as detain-
ees prepared for morning prayer,
immediately after the Red Cross
left the base, so there would be no
independent observers.

“Sad to say, torture and abuse
continue in Guantanamo Bay and
the US is throwing away yet more
of its dwindling moral authority.”
Morning Star &

Spending will increase for insur-
ance premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses, but don’t worry because
Congress is on it. They are holding
secret bi-partisan meetings to exempt
lawmakers and their staff from the
requirements of ObamaCare.

One of the greatest examples of
profits over the health of people and
the planet is the continued carbon-
nuclear energy economy. Investors
and the political elite are virtually
rejoicing because of non-traditional
oil and gas, eg tar sands, hydro-frack-
ing and methane hydrate (methane gas
from the oceans). Most predict there
will be more renewable energy in our
future, but there will continue to be a
dominance of carbon fuels, especially
methane gas (don’t fall for calling it
“natural” gas). The environmental and
health effects of methane gas are not
being reported.

Last quarter Exxon’s profits rose,
but the company so far has avoided
paying for any of the damages caused
by the massive oil pipeline spill in
Arkansas because of a technicality.
Thel2,000 barrels of the more dan-
gerous tar sands crude oil, diluted
bitumen, that were leaked are not
classified as oil, and companies trans-
porting bitumen in pipelines are not
required to pay into the federal Qil
Spill Liability Trust Fund.

Guardian

Of course, a prized option on the
corporate duopoly’s table is creating
a carbon market for big finance, but
a recent report shows cap and trade
schemes don’t work.

And, when countries try to do the
right thing — switch to clean sustain-
able energy and create a green new
deal, like India, which is working
to create 20,000 megawatts of solar
power by 2022 as well as local
jobs — US business interests and the
government use trade laws to try and
stop them.

As the truth comes out, more peo-
ple are taking action to create clean
and sustainable energy. Ten cities
are joining the fossil fuel divestment
campaign and are taking their money
out of carbon fuel stocks. Los Angles
has announced it will end the use of
coal by 2025 (unfortunately doing so
in part by relying on methane gas).

And, we have more good news.
A report found that the US could
end reliance on oil, gas, coal and
nuclear energy by 2050 and become
an economy based solely on solar,
wind and other clean, sustainable
energies. Other studies have found
that a carbon-free/nuclear-free energy
economy could be accomplished by
2030.
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Greetings to the Iraqi

working class on May Day
The General Federation of Iraqi Workers (GFIW)

The working class around the
world, along with our Iragi work-
ing class, is celebrating the May 1,
International Workers’ Day, as a
day of solidarity and a symbol of
struggle against exploitation and
social and class oppression, and
for their legitimate objectives,
for democracy, human rights and
social justice.

The Iragi working class has
grown and become an important patri-
otic force, and has been enriched with
experiences based on more than eight
decades of national and class struggle
against colonialism and authoritarian
rulers, and against exploitation and
social injustice. It demonstrated its
strength soon after its emergence, as
manifested by strikes of workers in
electricity, railways, ports, oil, textiles,
cigarettes, industrial enterprises, etc.

The struggle of the Iragi working
class made an effective contribution
to the success of the July 14, 1958
Revolution. The working class also
defended its trade unions, their free-
dom to organise, consolidating trade
union democracy and progressive
legislations. It confronted the concepts
of hegemony and coercive methods,
as well as attempts to transform
trade unions and labor organisations
into a tool in the hands of the ruling
authorities.

The struggle of the working class
at present has acquired a national and
class importance despite the harsh
conditions, the widespread unemploy-
ment in their ranks, the stagnation of
the economic cycle and production,
the attempts to impose privatisation
on our national productive institu-
tions, and the failure to provide public
services.

Tens of thousands of workers are
employed with contracts that do not
provide any guarantees for their lives
and future. A new Labor Law has not

been enacted. The right to trade union
organisation in the public sector has
been prevented by insisting on keep-
ing the unjust decree No. 150 (1987)
and the law of trade union organisa-
tion No. 52 (1987).

There has been blatant interfer-
ence in the affairs of our trade union
organisation by conducting sham elec-
tions and trying to impose hegemony
and domination over it through the
decisions of the Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs and the ministerial
committee overseeing the implemen-
tation of the Governing Council and
by not acknowledging the legitimate
right of workers to establish their
own independent, free and democratic
organisation.

The Iragi working class is aware
through its rich experience that
building a democratic and prosper-
ous Irag can only be achieved by
the concerted efforts of workers and
toilers of our people in consolidating
the foundations of democracy, by
building an independent democratic
trade union movement that expresses
the professional, economic and social
interests of workers, and defends their
democratic and trade union rights and
freedoms.

This movement would build trade
union organisation in the public sec-
tor, protect the national industry in the
public, private, mixed and cooperative
sectors, and reject the privatisation of
the public sector and public services.
It calls for direct national exploitation
of our oil wealth, for defending the
rights and gains of working women in
equality in all fields of work: political,
social, economic and trade unionist.

This independent democratic
trade union movement will demand
a radical solution to the problem of
unemployment without further delay,
and call for a speedy enactment of
both the Labour Law and Social
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Supporters of the Iragi Communist Party wave flags during a rally to mark May Day in Baghdad's Firdous Square.

(Photo: Khalid Mohammed)

Security Law in accordance with
international labour standards. It will
combat financial and administrative
corruption, and demand the inclusion
of the unemployed under the social
security network, granting retired
workers their rights, to ensure their
future, and to end child labour and
provide them with social protection.
The movement will also tackle other
economic, social and security issues
which workers and the Iragi people
as a whole are suffering.

The General Federation of Iraqi
Workers (GFIW), while greeting the
Iragi working class and the toilers of
our people on this historic occasion,
calls upon them, of all political, eth-
nic and religious affiliations, to unite
their energies and efforts to build
a democratic Iraq free of violence
and oppression, and to consolidate
the values of tolerance, dialogue and
democracy. They are called upon to
intensify their struggle for freedom
of association and trade union work,
especially in the public sector, and

to abolish the unjust decisions and
decrees that are hostile to workers.

Our working class must be able to
participate in formulating the social,
political and economic policies, to
play an active role in the develop-
ment of our country, and to struggle
to resolve the problem of unemploy-
ment as soon as possible, to improve
the working conditions and accelerate
the economic cycle. In addition, acts
of terror that are targeting our people
must be condemned.

On May Day, we declare our full
solidarity with the workers and people
of Palestine in their just struggle to
achieve their legitimate demands
to establish their own independent
national state. We condemn the con-
tinuation of the Zionist aggression
on the Palestinian people and the
continued Israeli occupation of Arab
territories in Syria and Lebanon, and
we call for putting an end to it on
the basis of international legitimacy.

On this occasion which is dear
to our hearts, we extend our warmest

congratulations to all the Arab and
international working class, and salute
the struggle of workers and their
growing trade union movement in
various parts of the world, to expand
public and trade union freedoms,
achieve social justice and strengthen
international solidarity.

The Iraqi working class, with
its glorious record of struggle, will
remain at the forefront of the forces
of our people struggling for a bright
future. May Day is seen as an incen-
tive for further work and struggle to
achieve their legitimate objectives in
a free and dignified life.

Glory to the 1%t of May, the
International Day of Solidarity for
workers

Long live the Iragi working class

Glory to the martyrs of the Iraqi
working class and people

Executive Office
The General Federation
of Iragi Workers &

USA May Day

Marilyn Bechtel

SAN FRANCISCO: Thousands
of immigrants and their sup-
porters marched across northern
California on May 1, calling for
legalisation of all undocumented
immigrants, an end to deporta-
tions, reunification of families,
labour rights and fair wages, and
an end to human trafficking.

Demonstrators here, including
many union members carrying their
banners, gathered in Civic Centre
Plaza after marching from the heav-
ily Latino Mission District. A large
contingent marched behind the
banner of the Chinese Progressive
Association, while others car-
ried signs and banners of the Day
Labourers Program, the Progressive
Workers Alliance and Unite Here’s
campaign to boycott the Hyatt
hotels.

At Civic Centre they heard
Olga Miranda, president of the jani-
tors union, SEIU Local 87, call on
rally participants to fight for the
most inclusive possible immigration
reform, “not just for ourselves, for
everyone. Immigrant workers have

given birth to the teachers in our
classrooms, have given birth to the
doctors in our hospitals,” she said.

“All we want is for young
people to be able to come out of
the dark. We want to make sure we
are not exploited for the colour of
our skin ... We are Chinese, we are
Arab, we are Filipino. We are gay,
we are transgender, we are all peo-
ple together.”

Other rallies celebrated May
Day and campaigned for fair
immigration reform in San Jose,
Oakland, Santa Rosa, Fresno,
Sacramento and elsewhere.

In related developments,
California legislative bodies have
acted in recent weeks against
ICE (Immigration and Customs
Enforcement) deportations of
undocumented immigrants arrested
for minor offences.

On April 23, the Alameda
County Board of Supervisors
approved an advisory resolution
introduced by Supervisor Richard
Valle, calling on the county Sheriff
Greg Ahern to stop cooperat-
ing with the federal ICE Secure
Communities program. Under

SComm, as it is commonly known,
local law enforcement authorities
send fingerprints of all arrestees to
federal authorities, who then check
both criminal histories and immi-
gration status.

And earlier in the month, the
California Assembly’s public safety
committee OK’d a new version of
San Francisco Assemblyman Tom
Ammiano’s Trust Act, passed last
year by the state legislature but
vetoed by Governor Jerry Brown.
The bill would require state and
local law enforcement to comply
with ICE detainer requests only
when an arrestee has been convict-
ed of a serious crime.

Under the Secure Communities
program, initiated in 2008 and now
used in every state, a quarter of a
million people have been deported
nationwide.

In California, deportations total
nearly 80,000, and in Alameda
County, across the bay from San
Francisco, they have reached nearly
2,000. SComm’s opponents say
over three quarters were arrested
for minor offences or have no
criminal record. Besides civil rights

concerns, opponents say SComm
has made many undocumented
immigrants unwilling to report
crimes or cooperate with police.

A new measure to enable
undocumented immigrants to obtain
drivers licences, Assembly Bill 60
by Assemblyman Luis Alejo, is now
in committee.

Two measures by California
state Senate leader Darrell
Steinberg, both passed by the
Senate Judiciary Committee, would
help assure immigrants’ labour

rights. Senate Bill 666 would make
it illegal to report or threaten to
report workers’ immigration status
in retaliation, when they exercise
their workplace rights. SB 516
would safeguard immigrant workers
by making foreign labour contrac-
tors register with the state and dis-
close conditions of work, protecting
workers from being lured with false
promises and then forced to work
long hours to pay back their labour
contractors.

People’s World &
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Deplorable
coverage

Since April 15, there was been
blanket coverage of the bombings
in Boston. Deplorable as the deaths
of three innocent people and the
wounding of 144 others are, | just
find it disgraceful and distressing
that it can relegate the rest of the
world news to almost oblivion.
On that same day, 75 people
died and 356 others were injured
in bombings in Irag, this got scant

media coverage. On April 14, Israel
announced it wouldn’t investigate
the dropping of a large bomb on the
home of the Dalou family in Gaza
in November 2012. The strike killed
ten family members, including four
children and five women, as well as
two neighbours. Israel dismissed the
case and called the deaths of these
civilians as, “collateral damage.”
This received only a short news piece.

Apart from this hundreds more
people have died in the conflict in
Syria with minimal news exposure.
The brutal ethnic cleansing of the
Rohingya people in Burma continues
largely unreported, with over 125,000
forced from their homes. And the
cruel repression, torture and Killings
go on in West Papua veiled in media
silence.

It seems to me that the blatant
message of this selective reporting
is that some people’s lives are much
more worthy than others. It is simply
unjust and shameful that the lives,
suffering and deaths of people living

Letters / Culture & Life

outside western countries get so little

media attention. Their experiences

and situations at least deserve some

publicity and focus. Surely this is a
vital the role of news media.

Steven Katsineris,

Vic

Let’s work for the
greatest cause

Just before he died Comrade Eddie
Clynes rang me from Sydney. He
heard that | had a terminal illness
and he expressed his sorrow and
also said he appreciated the articles
I wrote for The Guardian over the
years. This action shows what a
warm and generous person Eddie
was. His death is indeed a sad
loss for the Party. Let us honour
him by working even harder for
the greatest cause in the world
— Communism.
Alan Miller
SA

Guardian

Sydney

Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement (TPPA) Rally

Time to say Fair Deal or No Deal in TPPA

The TPPA is a free trade agreement being negotiated
between Australia, the US, New Zealand, Canada,
Mexico, Peru, Chile, Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam. US global corporations are driving the agenda
to expand their rights at the expense of peoples’ rights.
May 11 is International Fair Trade Day

Join the profest in Sydney
Saturday 11 May 12 noon

US Consulate, Martin Place (Corner Castlereagh St)

Cult
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Melissa Ga
Lamarca

Resisting
evictions
Spanish
style

Every day in Spain more than 500 eviction
orders get delivered to households, leaving
lives broken up like rubble. Sadly this is not
a new story — over 420,000 foreclosures and
220,000 evictions have occurred since 2007.
The loss of homes comes on top of vicious
austerity measures, unemployment levels
creeping above 25 percent and massive
political corruption scandals. As greater
numbers of the recent jobless reach the end
of their two-year unemployment insurance
payouts, the scale of evictions ratchets up.

Most Spaniards purchased property because
they were heavily encouraged by the state to
do so. The institutional drive to increase home
ownership dates back to the first Minister of
Housing under the Franco dictatorship, José
Luis Arrese, who stated in 1957: “We want a
country of homeowners, not of proletarians.”
Promoting home ownership was a way for the
state to abdicate responsibility for providing
social housing, turning insubordinate spirits
prone to protest about their living conditions
into orderly, moral and disciplined citizens.

Decades later, when the property boom
began in 1995, public and private interests
merged over the enormous sums of money
to be made through development. Laws were
changed to facilitate building and construc-
tion activities — with many of the developers
providing tens of thousands of dollars in direct
donations to politicians — and profits rolled in
as the country’s housing stock grew by seven
million units. People heard a single repeated
message from real-estate agents, developers,
builders, financial entities, news media and
public administrations: the price of housing
never falls, housing is a safe investment.

Even though prices skyrocketed 220 percent,
banks eased people’s access to mortgages while
poorly explaining the repercussions of defaulting
on payments. In 2007-8 an estimated 65,000

Protesters in Mdlaga demonstrating against foreclosures.

mortgages were even signed in foreign curren-
cies in order to make them cheaper. Through
all such “persuasion”, buying a home became
a social norm: over 80 percent of households
in Spain are owner-occupied, one of the highest
rates in Europe.

But as thousands of people are finding out
first hand, home repossession is particularly
punitive in Spain. It means not only los-
ing one’s home, but also being in debt to
the bank to the tune of their legal fees, the
remainder of the mortgage, plus the differ-
ence in property value due to devaluation. In
many cases, falling interest rates have inflated
the original debt. In the case of the Intrago
family’s modest flat in a Madrid suburb, as
reported by Maria Carron in The Progressive,
even though they had paid US$98,000 of a
US$323,000 mortgage the bank demanded
an additional US$405,000 after repossessing
their home. Such actions have led to hundreds
of thousands of families with no place to live
and in debt for the rest of their lives, while 20
percent of Spain’s total housing — 5.6 million
homes — remains unoccupied.

As such injustices kept growing, the
Platform for Mortgage Affected People (PAH)
was born in 2009 in Barcelona to transform
what were individually experienced problems
into a collective struggle. One of PAH’s first
concerted direct actions was paralysing an evic-
tion in November 2010 in Tarragona, Catalonia,
by blocking the entrance to a property where
eviction orders were to be served. Luis Marti
had lost his job in 2008 and the US$550 he
received from the government each month since
his unemployment insurance ran out wasn’t
enough to make ends meet, let alone cover his
mortgage payments. Marti, a single father with
a then nine-year-old child, said: “I see no future
because there is no work and the unemployment
insurance people receive will come to an end.

There will be more and more people in the street
without a home.”

The bank foreclosed but was unable to
auction off the modest one-storey property,
and Marti was left with the news that he would
be evicted and owe a US$130,000 debt. The
attempts by Marti and PAH to negotiate any
other alternative with the bank met with no
success.

Following Marti’s foreclosure, government
officials and a bank representative, escorted by
the police, went to deliver the eviction order.
But they backed down upon encountering dozens
of people blocking the entrance to his home.

This has become a key strategy in PAH’s
Stop Evictions campaign, which has ramped up
with strong support from the indignados (*“the
outraged”, as participants in Spain’s mass move-
ment for political change are called). Over 550
evictions have been halted across the country,
and banks have been forced to negotiate social
rent or to foreclose a home but drop the debt
for hundreds of families.

Solidarity has also come from other sec-
tors, such as the Assembly of Locksmith
Professionals in Pamplona who unanimously
decided in December 2012 that they would not
change the locks on houses under foreclosure
proceedings. They have been joined by firefight-
ers in Catalonia and A Corufa, who refuse to
assist evictions.

On top of stopping evictions under way,
PAH and indignado groups have also been
occupying foreclosed buildings to provide
shelter for evicted families with nowhere to
go. A wave of occupations is occurring across
the country. “We don’t want to steal anyone’s
house, but we have nowhere to go and these
chalets are empty. It’s crazy,” stated a woman
living in one of 70 occupied properties on the
outskirts of Madrid. Until two years ago, she
was an administrative assistant and her husband
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was a plumber. “We want people to understand
that we are not despicable or lazy. We used to
be the middle class.”

While the actions of PAH and indignado
groups have forced local governments to provide
emergency housing, they are also struggling for
larger-scale change. PAH, which now has over
100 branches across Spain, launched a Popular
Legislative Initiative in April 2012 to demand a
stop to evictions, the enactment of social rent,
and fundamental changes to the Mortgage Law.
The Initiative has been signed by almost one
and a half million people and was presented to
Congress at the end of January.

Popular pressure is forcing Congress to
consider the Initiative, although whether any
substantive change will result under the conserv-
ative-majority government remains to be seen.
The Platform is upping its tactics. Hundreds of
thousands took to the streets in over 50 cities
during a countrywide protest in mid-February
to demand that the Initiative be approved as is.
If it is not, a campaign will begin to pursue all
deputies in Congress so that they can’t move
through their daily lives without remembering
that they are provoking the pain, suffering and
death of thousands of people in Spain.

If foreclosures continue at the same pace,
it is estimated that at least 430,000 families are
doomed to be evicted by 2015. But as José Coy,
the instigator of PAH in Murcia and himself
affected by the mortgage crisis, notes: “The aus-
terity recipe imposed upon us by the dictatorship
of the markets makes the Platform a useful and
powerful tool of struggle. And for the hundreds
of thousands of families that are condemned to
social exclusion and precariousness for life, it is
a cause for hope ... I am convinced that we are
not only seeing a time of change but something
deeper. We are at the doors of a change of an
era. Yes, we can!”
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ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sunday May 12 -
Saturday May 18

he line-up of new programs
on national public television
this week is something of a mixed
bag. The ABC is screening Holy
Switch (ABC1 Sundays from May
12 at 6.30pm) a three-part Compass
series about religious teenagers who
swap homes for two weeks to expe-
rience a different religious lifestyle.
Gosh! Consider the possibilities. In
addition there are more episodes of
the quite well done period soap opera-
cum-drama Call The Midwife (ABC1
Sundays at 8.30pm), and an elderly
Michael Parkinson continues hosting
his new chat show with music inter-
ludes, Masterclass (ABC1 Sunday
May 12 at 10.00pm). Yawn. Perhaps
I’ve just seen too much television?
fter that we have episode
three of the fourth season
of Breaking Bad (ABC2 Mondays
at 9.30pm), and where would tel-
evision be today without a medical
series? This week we begin a new
one aimed at kids and screening every
weekday about medical facts and how
your body works, called charmingly
Operation Ouch (ABC3 weekdays
at 5.00pm from May 13), hosted by
— wait for it — identical twin doctors
(doesn’t that sound amazing?).
BS is screening a new eight-
part series The Pitch (SBS2
Wednesdays from May 8 at 9.30pm)
in which “top American ad agencies”
compete to capture genuine advertis-
ing accounts, presumably by proving

that they are better able than their
competitors to convince people to
buy what they don’t want, to satisfy
needs they didn’t know they had and
in the process to make huge savings
by spending money.

It reminds me of the scene in
Billy Wilder’s 1939 US comedy
classic Ninotchka when one of the
Soviet agents in Paris comments to
another knowingly that “American
businessmen accumulate huge
fortunes by taking loss after loss”.

As for the ABC, they are
offering some new episodes of the
always amusing panel show Qi
(ABC1 Wednesdays at 8.00pm)
and a documentary The Anti-social
Network (ABC2 Wednesday May
15 at 8.30pm) about a British TV
presenter tracking down cyber bullies,
as well as an episode of Head First
with Sabour Bradley called Lost In
Syria (ABC2 Wednesday May 15
at 9.30pm) in which our intrepid
journalist hero with a camera-hogging
“willingness to get involved in the
action” investigates whether an
Australian kick-boxing champion
who disappeared in Syria in 2012
was a humanitarian or a jihadist (the
possibility that he was simply another
dupe of Western propaganda about
what is actually going on in Syria
doesn’t seem to occur to Bradley).
Tellingly, this program seems to take
its political line exclusively from the
Sunni fundamentalist “Free Syrian
Army”.

Imost as enthralling (not!)

is Jennifer Byrne interview-
ing PD James, and a further episode
of Portlandia (ABC2 Thursdays
at 9.00pm), the series that thinks
Portland in Oregon is so funny that
all you have to do is show it as it is
and the audience will fall about laugh-
ing. Then there is the final episode of
the drama series Good Cop (ABC1
Fridays at 9.00pm), whose hero is
that most reprehensible of anti-social
creations the vigilante cop. A product
of North American culture, the vigi-
lante cop has the same morality as
the members of the death squads that
disfigure law enforcement in South
and North America.
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Jo Brand Barely Live (screening in the Funny As strand ABC2 Saturday May 18 at 9.30pm).

angerous Drivers’ School

(ABC2 Saturdays from
May 18 at 7.30pm), is a four part
second series about bad drivers try-
ing to get past their driving test in
Britain (one of these hopeless drivers
is actor Melvin Hayes who some of
you may remember as the very camp
little corporal in It Ain’t "arf Hot,
Mum). Competing with it over on
ABC1 is this week’s episode of Death
In Paradise (ABC1 Saturdays at
7.30pm). This is a lightweight series
that doesn’t take itself too seriously,
and as a result it makes undemanding
but pleasant viewing, enhanced by
a well-chosen battery of supporting
players in each episode. This week’s
instalment deals with murder and
corruption involving a convent and
a supposedly holy well, which — if
properly promoted — could become
another Lourdes.
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The plot actually includes a
tragedy caused by love, but the writers
have wisely played down that aspect
and instead let it play as a simple
whodunit. The lighter touch actually
gives the more serious stuff greater
impact, | feel.

Finally, the liveliest show on
this week is a ten-year-old stand-up
comedy show Jo Brand Barely Live
(screening in the Funny As strand
ABC2 Saturday May 18 at 9.30pm)
recording her act at London’s Adelphi

Theatre in 2003. Former psychiatric
nurse Brand is also a novelist (author
of two novels) as well as the star and
writer of the TV series Getting On.

Her stand-up act is consistently
funny — she keeps the theatre audience
laughing all the way through the act —
and you can’t ask for more than that!

So, as | said, whatever way
you look at it, the week’s line-up is
what you might call a bit of a mixed
bag. &
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May Day 2013 round-up

Melbourne

The May Day Rally in Melbourne was an enthusiastic and
successful affair with a larger number of unions as well as
community and migrant groups. There were plenty of banners
and flags spread amongst the 4,000 activists that marched.
CPA Melbourne Branch organised a successful multicultural
event and raffle for the May Day Committee. The branch had
a colourful stall in front of Victorian Trades Hall, distributed the
national party leaflet and sold a number of Guardians. One
speaker talked about the Trans Pacific Partnership free trade
agreement and what it would mean for public enterprises like
Australia Post, Medibank and the NBN. Another spoke about
conflict in Syria and the US policy where their officials have
admitted to planning to overthrow the government of Syria with
foreign-sectarian extremists, using funds from Saudi Arabia
and elsewhere. The increasing number of issues concerning the
community and the communities’ determination fo struggle for

Brisbane

Adelaide

Numbers were up at May Day events in Adelaide this year.
Workers packed the Cyprian Community Hall to hear BLF
Green Bans legend Jack Mundey deliver the after dinner speech
on Wednesday night. He hammered the need for left unity in
the face of the assault of capital and the importance of the
environment in our struggles. Saturday's march drew about 500
participants. They were fired up by recently retired SA CFMEU
secretary Martin O'Malley. Music was provided by local group
Babylon Burning. Jack Mundey addressed the crowd and David
Arkins spoke of deadly attacks on the people of West Papua

as they rallied recently to protest conditions under the heel of
the Indonesian military. The name of the late Rex Munn, May
Day Collective and CPA Port Branch stalwart, was added to the
Workers Memorial in Port Adelaide on Sunday. Participants in
the week’s events then relaxed at the annual BBQ held at the

Semaphore Workers' Club. (Photo: Craig Greer)

Sydney

Guardian

Perth

Around 5,000 people took to the streets of Fremantle with

a strong trade union presence, especially from “blue collar”
unions. Left-wing parties, the ALP and social and community
activist groups were also in the march in significant numbers,
including the Communist Party of Australia. The CPA proudly
displayed its new banner commemorating the contribution of
long-time party member, writer and social and women's activist
Joan Williams. Federal Labor Member Melissa Parke addressed
the rally which was organised by Unions WA. Parke spoke
about the forthcoming elections. Another speaker, a union
secretary warned: “We could go from the WorkChoices light
under Labor to WorkChoices on steroids or worse still peptides
under the Liberals.” (Photo: Richard Titelius)

There was a strong trade union turnout in Brisbane on Sunday, with estimates of between 6,000
and 10,000 participants. The ETU and CFMEU were notable amongst the larger contingents. The
CPA had a good contingent. The issues raised included privatisation, the Newman government's
attacks on the trade union movement, its attempts to outlaw payroll deductions for trade union
dues, its privatisation plans for schools, hospitals, railways and buses. It was an enthusiastic
march, with a great spirit. The key speakers were Labor parliamentarians: Prime Minister Julia
Gillard, former PM Kevin Rudd and Treasurer Wayne Swan. The Socialist Alternative organised a
profest against the PM which destroyed the feeling of unity and did not go down well with other
participants. (Photo: David Matters)

The Sydney May March was one of the largest for some years. Unions, left parties, the ALP,
community and solidarity organisations and individuals took part, many wearing coloured -shirts
carrying their message. The Communist Party of Australia had a large contingent which stood out
with its new banners, red flags and placards. Many issues were raised by the different groups,
including trade union rights, equal pay, penalty rates, jobs, the power sell-off, TAFE, nursing ratios,
automation and other issues in the maritime industry, hunting in national parks, coal seam gas, the
Cuban Five and rights of Asian workers. There was a strong anti-Abbott message.

(Photo: Anna Pha)
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