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As 2012 draws to a close, millions 
of Australians are struggling 
economically to keep their heads 
above water. Living standards are 
under attack from all directions. 
Prices continue to rise, wages and 
pensions are not keeping up. Every 
week more workers are sacked as 
companies go into receivership. 
Employers are on the offensive, 
casualising jobs, extending hours 
of unpaid overtime, and their latest 
target is penalty rates.

The Reserve Bank of Australia 
(RBA) has been forced to reduce the 
offi cial interest rate to stimulate an 
economy in decline. But the federal 
government still has its head in the 
sand pursuing budget-cutting contrac-
tionary policies that will only cause 
more hardship. The elephant in the 
room is the GST, as state govern-
ments, economists and big business 
push for an increase in the regressive 
tax. Neither the Labor government 
nor the Opposition are prepared to 
commit political suicide and declare 
their intentions to raise the tax prior 
to next year’s federal elections.

The never-ending budgetry cuts 
and ongoing privatisations to try to 
bring in a budget surplus are hurting 
millions of people and the economy. 
Single parents, pensioners, workers, 
and students who are on the receiving 
end of these cuts and higher prices are 
hurting. The number of retail outlets 
going into receivership and employees 
losing their jobs continues to rise as 
people have less in their pockets to 
spend.

Housing construction has been hit 
hard by a reduction in the fi rst home 
owner’s grant. The plunge in coal, 
iron ore and other commodity prices 
has seen mining profi ts decline from 
their dizzy heights of recent years and 
the government tax take fall short of 
expectations.

Unemployment up
The slight drop in the offi cial 

unemployment rate to 5.2 percent 
covers up the real situation. Last 
month the offi cial number of unem-
ployed rose to 648,500. The number 
of full-time jobs decreased. The 

unemployment rate dropped because 
of the number of people of working 
age who gave up looking for a job. 
The number in part-time work rose 
slightly.

The official figures are also 
deceptive because even one hour of 
paid work counts as being employed. 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics 
estimates the under-utilisation rate 
(under-employment) rose last month 
to 12.5 percent. For women it is 14.7 
percent.

The reality is that unemploy-
ment and under-employment are 
high in Australia. This is not 
acceptable. Job creation should be a 
government priority. Unfortunately, 
there is a high degree of compla-
cency about the situation. The rat-
ings agencies and big end of town 
who dictate government policy are 
not concerned about unemployment, 
unless it reaches a level which 
causes social unrest and a question-
ing of the capitalist system.

Their immediate goal is a budget 
surplus, although some sections of 
the ruling class are now suggesting 
it should be postponed for a year. 
Pursuing a budget surplus when the 
economy is in decline is shear eco-
nomic lunacy. Yet that is what the 
government continues to do.

The stimulus measures introduced 
during the global fi nancial crisis were 
temporary, one-off, hand-outs and pro-
grams. While they might have served 
their purpose holding up demand for 
goods and services during the crisis, 
they have come to an end.

What the economy needed at the 
time were long-term, economically 
expansionary measures, such as job 
creation programs, particularly in rural 
and regional Australia. This includes 
manufacturing of high-tech products, 
research and development of environ-
mentally sustainable renewal energies, 
reforestation programs, public housing 
and public services.

At the same time as its one-off 
stimulus measures came to an end, 
the government set about slashing 
budget spending – the cuts hit the 
most disadvantaged on low incomes, 
including welfare recipients, public 
services and the environment.

Continued on page 2
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Worth Watching

Dear Guardian readers and comrades,

Thank you to all our readers and comrades 
who have worked so hard in 2012 to 
continue the struggle for social change in 
Australia.

This year we welcomed Palestine as the 
194th UN Observer State thanks to the 
tenacious struggle of the Palestinian people 
whose blood paves the road to freedom. In 
this the international community and many 
of our own party members also played a role 
in securing this achievement and we will 
continue to support the Palestinian people in 
their struggle to end the Israeli occupation.

Another equally important achievement for 
our own struggle here in Australia was the 
election of Tony Oldfi eld, a member of the 
CPA Central Committee, to the Auburn City 
Council. This was the result of the many 
years of dedicated local work.

We need however to continue building the 
Communist Party as a party of the Australian 
working class that also represents the 
interests of the working people in general.

Our task for 2013 is to build our party 
branches as centres of political activity in 
workplaces and among the community; to 
grow ensuring the party is more effective in 
its daily struggle for socialism as the only 
alternative to the ferocious capitalism that is 
killing the planet.

Only a united communist party can 
effectively lead the struggle for socialism and 
this will be essential for achieving our goals 
in 2013.

We take this opportunity to wish all our 
readership and comrades peaceful and safe 
season festivities.

Yours fraternally,

Hannah Middleton Vinnie Molina
General Secretary National President

This is the last 
Guardian for 2012.

The fi rst issue 
for 2013 will be on 

January 23.
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What a year 2012 has been, with setbacks but also great victories 
in the battle for peace, a safe environment, better pay and 
conditions, human rights and so many other areas of struggle. The 
Guardian aims to report on these developments in an accurate 
and informative way, and to shed light on their real significance. 
Contributions to the Press Fund help us to do that by funding 
our day-to-day expenses, so please send us a really big Christmas 
present, to help us sprint into the New Year! We thank all this 
year’s contributors, and wish all our readers and supporters a good 
rest and happy times over the festive season.  And of course we 
offer our thanks to the following for their contributions this week:
N Symon, in memory of Rex Munn & Peter Symon $100
Anonymous $10, Anna (Guardian tin) $46.10, Denis and Hannah 
(Guardian tin) $43.75, Pio Pagliuca $80, “Round Figure” $20.15, 
H North $40, Peter Symon DVD $25, SM $25.
This week’s total: $385 Progressive total: $11,535.

Time to end Australia’s national disgrace
The Gillard government’s treatment of asylum seekers now places 

it clearly in breach of UN human rights conventions.
This year the government returned 511 asylum seekers to Sri 

Lanka, most of them involuntarily. It described them as “economic 
refugees”, i.e. people who emigrate to improve their standard of 
living, not to escape persecution. This false categorisation is a pretext 
for enforced repatriation. The desire for a better standard of living 
in no way invalidates a claim to refugee status, which according to 
the UN refugee convention is based on a valid fear of persecution 
in one’s country of origin.

Sri Lanka’s Tamil minority has suffered persecution since the 
26-year civil war ended three years ago. The Gillard government has 
told Sri Lanka it should “take action to reduce and eliminate all cases 
of abuse, torture and mistreatment by police and security forces” 
and “all cases of abduction and disappearances”. Nevertheless, on 
November 30 the government forcibly repatriated 35 Tamils, who 
were immediately imprisoned in Sri Lanka’s notorious Negombo Jail.

The Tamils are not the only victims. Plenty of Sinhalese have 
fallen foul of the Sri Lankan government and have a justifi able fear 
of persecution. Despite this, the Gillard government has forcibly 
returned both Tamils and Sinhalese, after conducting extremely brief 
interviews with asylum seekers, who are “screened out” if they admit 
that their motivation for coming to Australia included improving their 
economic circumstances. According to the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre, interviewees were only asked: “Why did you come here?” 
Peter Vardos, Deputy Secretary of the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship declared openly: “Those we returned … were all 
about the fact that once they arrive they will be able to go into the 
community and work and then send the money back.”

Interviewed in Negombo jail last week after a savage beating, a 
forcibly repatriated Tamil said he had told immigration authorities he 
had been previously jailed in Sri Lanka because he had campaigned 
for the Tamil National Alliance. However, this information was ig-
nored. He said: “ I had only one interview. … They had already 
decided to send us back. They didn’t do proper research, they didn’t 
care about my circumstances, or even look at my documents, they 
were not honest in their assessment”.

This appears to be a clear breach of the UN refugee convention. A 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees spokesperson commented: “The 
current procedures raise troubling questions as to both fairness and 
accuracy, which we have raised with the Australian government”.

The practice has now come under legal challenge. Last Thursday 
the government suddenly reversed a decision to forcibly repatriate 
56 Sri Lankans. According to Refugee Action Coalition representa-
tive Ian Rintoul, the government did so rather than face a High 
Court hearing into their cases, and “the government … has virtu-
ally admitted that it cannot defend the way in which screening out 
decisions are made”.

The government has also banned asylum seekers who are pro-
cessed on shore and released into the community from working. 
Its spiteful non-employment policies blatantly contravene the UN’s 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (drafted by former Labor 
leader HV “Doc” Evatt), which nominates access to employment 
as a fundamental human right. The Declaration also prohibits 
discrimination against people because of their political opinion, or 
their national or social origin. However, the right to employment is 
now being denied to Sri Lankan asylum seekers, a group of people 
clearly identifi able under these criteria.

The government has also canvassed asylum seeker support organi-
sations as to whether the employment prohibitions are suffi ciently 
prohibitive to prevent more asylum seekers in transit countries from 
undertaking boat voyages. According to one organisation: “They’ve 
been casting around for ways in which to make life in Australia more 
uncomfortable (and) frightening …(It’s) verging on persecution”.

The government has made highly creditable decisions with re-
gard to other matters such as cigarette packaging and the Disability 
Insurance Scheme. However, its asylum seeker policies are a total 
failure and a national disgrace.

It is time for the government to end this tragic farce and abandon 
mandatory detention, offshore processing, employment prohibition 
and all the other evil asylum seeker policies which are threatening 
to extinguish Labor’s feebly fl ickering “light on the hill”.

Continued from page 1
The single parent payment and 

abolition of the dental care under 
Medicare are two of the most recent 
cuts. State governments are also furi-
ously slashing and burning, cutting 
services to the most needy, sacking 
thousands of public servants, claim-
ing it is necessary to obtain a budget 
surplus.

There is no economic or social 
justifi cation for the neo-liberal budget 
surplus obsession. Budget defi cits, 
when the borrowing is for sound 
reasons, are not an evil.

Prices outpace 
incomes

Welfare payments and low wages 
are not keeping up with the cost of liv-
ing. For millions of Australians, living 
standards are in decline, families are 
increasingly turning to charities to 
survive. The rise in electricity prices, 
water, medicines, insurance, rent, etc, 
leave people with little to purchases 
other goods and services.

The growth in the economy over 
recent years has been sustained by 
the mining boom. Very little of this 
fl owed on to the rest of Australia. 
With mining fortunes in decline, the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP – a 
measure of national income) fell by 
0.4 percent in real terms (taking 
into account price infl ation) in the 
September quarter.

The RBA stepped in with another 
cut in interest rates, bringing the 
offi cial rate down to 3 percent from 
4.25 percent a year ago. This is good 
news for home buyers. But it is a sign 
of how seriously the RBA views the 
economic situation. Its main aim is 
to stimulate a sagging economy and 
counter the impact of the govern-
ment’s contractionary measures. It 
also hoped it would result in a decline 
in the value of the Australian dollar 
which is hurting exports, but so far 
has been unsuccessful in that regard.

In its mid-fi nancial year budget 
review, the government categorically 
stated: “The budget is returning to 
surplus as promised, with surpluses 
growing over the forward estimates. 
A surplus is appropriate given our 
strong economic fundamentals and an 
economy returning to trend growth.”

The government was forecasting 
a real GDP growth of four percent 
this fi nancial year (2012-13). Those 
forecasts were made less than two 
months ago. They were pie in the sky 
then, and are still pie in the sky now.

With real GDP in decline, the 
government last week changed its 
tune, saying the budget surplus for 
2012-13 is dependent on economic 
conditions. A dose of pragmatism has 
crept in. Backbenchers and opinion 
polls indicate there is a limit to how 
much can be cut without crucifying 
Labor’s electoral prospects. Watch this 

space after the elections. If Labor wins 
it will blame worsening global condi-
tions. If Abbott wins, the Liberals will 
blame Labor!

Either way savage cuts are on 
the agenda unless the trade unions 
and community can exert adequate 
pressure on Canberra.

GST set to rise
As previously warned in The 

Guardian, the GST is set to rise. 
The Liberal state governments, 
employer organisations and mass 
media are demanding the GST take 
be increased, either by extending it to 
cover all goods and services or for it 
to rise from 10 to 15 or 20 percent. 
At present certain goods and serv-
ices are exempt, including education, 
childcare, medical and health services, 
fresh food and religious services.

The total GST take in 2010-11 
was $48 billion which went to state 
and territory governments. If the 
exemptions were removed, then 
according to Australian Taxation 
Offi ce calculations, it would bring 
in close to another $15 billion. (See 
Guardian #1553, 27-06-2012)

As pointed out in that Guardian 
article, “The extension of the GST to 
all goods and services would cost the 
equivalent of around $660 for every 
woman, man and child in Australia. 
This extra would have to be paid by 
pensioners, the unemployed as well 
as by those in employment.”

If increased to 20 percent, the 
additional cost would be more than 
$2,000 per person per annum, with a 
disproportionate amount falling on 
working class families.

A simple increase to 15 percent, 
would provide another $24 billion. 
The states would use this to cut busi-
ness taxes. The federal government 
would pull back on its contributions 
to health, education, etc. Little benefi t 
would fl ow to social services. Living 
standards would fall. More businesses 
go bust as people are short of money.

We will be told the increase in 
GST is needed to fund the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme, new 
dental scheme and education reforms. 
That’s rubbish. Just cut military 
spending, abolish the $5 billion plus 
private health insurance rebate and 
raise the tax on corporate profi ts and 
there will be money left over.

The neo-liberal aim is to wind 
back income taxes (on profi ts or 
personal) and increase reliance on 
the GST for government income. The 
GST is a regressive tax. It lets the 
corporate sector off the hook totally. 
The rich and the poorest of the poor 
all pay the same rate in the dollar on 
their purchases of goods and services. 
What’s more, those on lower incomes 
pay the tax on a higher percentage of 
their income.

It is a highly inequitable tax and 
should be repealed. The company tax 

rate and marginal tax rate on higher 
personal incomes should be increased 
to fund government services. Australia 
needs a progressive taxation system 
where the rich and corporate sector 
pay at a higher rate in the dollar. Not 
cuts to social security, health, TAFE 
and universities.

Penalty rates
At the same time, employers are 

on the offensive, backed by Coalition 
governments, to reduce or remove 
penalty rates. Low wage workers are 
dependent on penalty rates. Penalty 
rates were won by workers with the 
aim of imposing a penalty on employ-
ers, and providing workers with 
compensation for the impact working 
unsocial hours has on health, family 
and social life.

The ACTU has come out strongly 
against the stripping of penalty rates 
at a Senate Inquiry into a bill from 
independent Senator Nick Xenophon 
to exempt small businesses (less than 
20 workers) from penalty rates.

Both the government and 
Opposition have refused to take a 
strong stand in defence of penalty 
rates. Instead, they say it should be 
left to the “independent umpire”, 
the Fair Work Commission! This 
is a cowardly, political cop out, to 
avoid admitting they do not oppose 
a reduction in or the abolition of 
penalty rates.

This will be an important issue 
for the trade union movement in 
2013, along with the struggle for 
job security and against an increase 
in the GST. It will be a big year for 
trade unions, a decisive year in which 
trade union rights, workplace safety 
and wages are under attack.

The union movement cannot do 
this alone. The building of alliances 
with community groups – also under 
attack – will be critical. The federal 
elections provide an opportunity for 
trade unions, the Greens, Communist 
and other left and progressive 
organisations to campaign and stand 
candidates of their own on pro-people 
policies.

As previously pointed out in The 
Guardian: “People want secure well 
paid jobs, hospitals, schools, public 
transport, public housing, affordable 
childcare, they want lower electric-
ity prices. They want aged care now, 
mental health and disability services 
now, dental services now. They want 
free tertiary education and train-
ing with income support. They are 
concerned about climate change, 
the treatment of asylum seekers and 
Indigenous Australians.” (#1571, 
31-10-2012) 

These are not impossible or unaf-
fordable goals, but they will not be 
delivered by either major party. A 
new type of pro-people, pro-planet, 
government is required to do that. 
Let’s make that a priority in 2013. 

’Tis the season!
This is the season when Guardian ti ns should be cut 
open and the money collected sent into the party for 

The Guardian. If you live near the party offi  ce, drop the 
ti n off  with your name on it and we will count it and 
acknowledge it in the Press Fund. If you cannot visit 
the party offi  ce convert the contents of the ti n into a 
cheque made out to The Guardian but menti on it is 

from a Guardian ti n. 

Compliments of the season

Make 2013 
a year of struggle
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Stop the Intervention Collective 
Sydney (STICS) held a forum 
last week to mark the United 
Nations’ Human Rights Day. 
Speakers refl ected on the 20 year 
anniversary of Paul Keating’s 
famous “Redfern Speech”, which 
recognised the horrifi c impact of 
colonisation on Aboriginal people.

The forum at the Tom Mann 
Theatre in Surry Hills, followed the 
release of a comprehensive evaluation 
of the income management system 
which provides clear evidence of 
ongoing and systematic discrimination 
against Aboriginal people.

Rosalie Kunoth-Monks OAM, 
a senior Aboriginal Elder from the 
Utopia homelands in Central Australia, 
addressed the forum, demanding 
the repeal of “Stronger Futures” 
legislation. These laws continue the 
imposition of the Northern Territory 
Intervention for a further ten years.

Mrs Kunoth-Monks says that 
the NT Intervention is a return to the 
colonial-style policies Keating spoke 
against, and has done enormous dam-
age to her community.

“What this is about is our sur-
vival. We have been traumatised by 
the NT Intervention. The decision to 
continue with these policies under 
‘Stronger Futures’ for a further ten 
years must be … reversed.

“The government says they want 
to ‘normalise’ us. Well the sooner 
they free us from discrimination, 
the sooner our lives can go back 
to normal. We need to live on our 
own terms and with strength in our 
own customary practices. This must 
include a return to structures of gov-
ernance in the outback that put our 
people in full control.

“What does it say about our gov-
ernment when they receive a report 
on income management which shows 
clearly that it is discriminatory and 
yet they are willing to carry on? I 
feel such pain for our young people, 
like my grand-daughter, who like 
calves branded with an iron have been 
singled out as second class citizens 
when are trying to fi nd their place in 
the world and build a bright future,” 
concluded Mrs Kunoth-Monks.

Jeff McMullen, a veteran jour-
nalist and Chief Executive Offi cer 
(Honorary) of the Ian Thorpe Fountain 
for Youth also addressed the forum. 
Mr McMullen has worked extensively 
with Aboriginal communities living 
under the Intervention:

“We raise our voices in Redfern 
20 years after Paul Keating challenged 
Australians to look at the damage 
done by discrimination. The anni-
versary of that honest healing speech 
should compel all of us to examine 

our government’s enormous hypoc-
risy and double standards in caging 
Aboriginal people as second class 
citizens not worthy of the same rights 
or protection under law. The ‘Stronger 
Futures’ laws mean an Aboriginal 
child born in 2007 will spend their 
fi rst 15 years offi cially being singled 
out for discrimination endured by no 
other group in Australia”, said Mr 
McMullen.

Paddy Gibson from STICS 

said:“The legitimacy of the 
Intervention is in tatters. The evalu-
ation report on income management 
showed two thirds of Aboriginal 
people feel discriminated against and 
three quarters feel the system is unfair.

“The government’s own statistics 
show suicide rates, Aboriginal incar-
ceration, alcohol fuelled violence and 
unemployment have all markedly 
increased since 2007. Plans for an 
expansion of income management 

have hit a brick wall of opposition, 
including union bans on implementa-
tion that have stopped any referrals 
for compulsory income management 
here in NSW.

“Efforts by Aboriginal people 
in the NT to resist the Intervention, 
and its extension under the so-called 
‘Stronger Futures’, require urgent 
support from across Australia. This is 
a defi ning human rights issue for our 
times,” concluded Mr Gibson. 

Australia

NT Aboriginal Elder calls for 
repeal of “Stronger Futures”

Support Support 
The GuardianThe Guardian  
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Murky debate misses real issue
Tom Pearson

The dying days of the last par-
liamentary sitting for 2012 were 
consumed by one of the murkiest 
and dirtiest slanging matches on 
record. Accusations fl ew back and 
forth about the Prime Minister’s 
actions as a junior lawyer with 
the fi rm Slater and Gordon in the 
1990s. Did she set up the slush fund 
for Australian Workers’ Union 
offi cials? Did her boyfriend live 
in a house purchased with money 
from the slush fund? Did Julia 
Gillard know what the slush fund 
was going to be used for? How 
often did she stay in the house? 
Was her signature on this or that 
document? And so on and so on.

And while Opposition deputy 

leader, Julie Bishop, focused on 
smearing the name of the Prime 
Minister, the most important ques-
tions were not being asked. The real 
crime was not being exposed. Why 
were employers funding the re-
election campaigns of trade union 
offi cials? What did they expect to 
get back in return for paying out 
hundreds of thousands of dollars? 
Whose side were these union offi -
cials on?

The media and politicians 
ignored the apparent purpose 
of the AWU Workplace Reform 
Association fund, a vehicle for 
bosses to ensure a compliant and 
co-operative AWU leadership. This 
is the real crime. The comprised 
(perceived or real) leadership, the 
sell-out of union members whose 

interests the union should be 
putting fi rst.

The real target of any attack 
should have been on employers and 
right-wing trade union offi cials in 
their pay. What other funds were 
paid? Who received them?

Funds to support election cam-
paigns are common in trade unions. 
In some unions, offi cials on the 
same ticket make regular weekly 
contributions to a re-election fund. 
They use this money to support 
their ticket in election campaigns.

But when the bosses pour 
hundreds of thousands into a fund, 
that is a very different matter, it 
has a stench of corruption about 
it, or what is known as company 
unionism.

The Financial Review is 

scathing in its attack on the union. 
“It goes to the heart of the law-
less nature of the union side of the 
industrial relations club”, the edito-
rial of November 26, says. It is not 
alone in making such claims. Nor 
is it alone in linking this “lawless-
ness” to other examples the “law-
less nature of this club”, meaning 
trade unions. Not a word is said 
about the actions of the companies.

It is critical of community 
pickets, of “sweetheart deals” with 
employers and “the unsavoury saga 
with of the Health Services Union”. 
The aim is to give the impression 
that all trade unions are corrupt and 
beyond the law.

The headline of the editorial 
spelt out its intentions: “Lawless 
unions must be made accountable.” 

Employer groups are waging a 
concerted campaign to clamp down 
on trade unions, restrict their use of 
funds, and the AWU slush fund is 
being used as a vehicle to promote 
their agenda.

Never mind the corrupt, lawless 
corporations that shut unions out of 
workplaces, kill and injure workers, 
don’t pay workers their entitlements 
or make secret contributions to 
slush funds.

The union movement certainly 
has some work to do to ensure its 
independence and accountability to 
members, but that is not what the 
big end of town has in mind with 
its attack on “lawless unions”. 

DO YOU 
HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO SAY?

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Pete’s Corner
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Bob Briton

Rex Munn passed away on 
November 21 after a bravely 
fought battle with cancer. He was 
84. A memorial service was held 
at the historic Waterside Workers 
Federation (WWF) Hall in Port 
Adelaide, a location that featured 
prominently in Rex’s eventful life. 
Around 500 people defi ed the heat 
of the day the following week to 
pay homage to the memory of a 
larger than life local character. The 
tributes from family and friends 
were a lesson in good, honest 
working class politics and in life. 
After the function, more than one 
younger person was heard to say 
“where did he get the time to do 
all that?”.

Rex was an exemplar of a tough 
and resourceful generation. He built 
two of the family’s homes, kept 
chooks, grew fruit and veg and was 
a home brewer of note. He raised a 
family and barracked for the local Tea 
Tree Gully Football Club. He worked 
on the Port Adelaide waterfront from 
the age of 23. That’s already a full life 
for many people but that was just part 

of it and, if anything, it just kept get-
ting busier following his retirement in 
1987. By that stage he was vigilance 
offi cer for his union.

The motto “retired from the 
workforce but not from the strug-
gle” fi tted Rex like a glove. He was 
active in the MUA Retired Veterans 
Association, the May Day Collective 
(a recipient of its annual “Spanner 
Award”), the Port Adelaide chapter 
of the National Trust, the Asbestos 
Advisory Committee, SA Unions 
Community Action Group, Fair Go 
for Pensioners and a volunteer at Port 
Adelaide’s Maritime Museum. He was 
a member of the Port Branch of the 
Communist Party of Australia.

From the heart
Rex brought something irreplace-

able to all his commitments. He had 
a mighty voice. Everybody said 
you could hear Rex coming before 
you ever saw him. He was a skilled 
orator and a brilliant singer. If he 
led off the customary singing of the 
Internationale you could be sure it 
would be a rousing chorus that would 
lift your spirits. He was leader of 
WWF’s entertainment committee in 

the 1950s and performed in the South 
Australian New Theatre production of 
Reedy River.

Rex was the archetypal wharfi e 
yarn teller. Guardian journalist Anna 
Pha, who accompanied him as part of 
the Australian contingent of a study 
tour to Bulgaria, recalls how Rex 
would have his comrades in stitches 
night after night during the students’ 
rest time. It was six weeks before 
Rex needed to repeat a joke! But this 
fl air for entertaining had an extra ele-
ment – a humanism and warmth that 
came from struggle by the battlers of 
this world against those who would 
bully them.

ABC Radio host Peter Goers 
(who interviewed Rex more than 
once on his nightly program) alluded 
to this in his contribution at Rex’s 
funeral. “He was always glad to see 
you and he made you feel better about 
yourself. He was just a bloody good 
bloke.” State Premier Jay Weatherill 
also spoke, stressing the positive, 
constructive relationship he always 
had with Rex and the Communist 
Party in SA. Rex exuded a pride in 
the collective achievements of his 
comrades in his union and the Party. 
He would recall with emotion the fact 
that local CPA Branches supported 
a full-time functionary, the late Jim 
Moss, and once raffl ed a new Holden 
car in that cause.

Two great loves
MUA state secretary Jamie 

Newlyn spent a lot of time discuss-
ing union activities with Rex. Jamie 
recalls Rex would always greet him 
with a “how goes it in the struggle?” 
and leave him with “gotta get home 
to my darling”. These were the two 
great loves of his life – his union 
and his second wife, long-time Party 
member Marcia Munn.

The MUA interviewed Rex 
late in his life and a video of part 
of that record can be seen at vimeo.
com/54420179

Rex loved his union and the his-
tory of struggle on the waterfront. 
The Maritime Museum once hosted 
an event at which Rex played the 

part of the “bull” – the stevedores’ 
hated recruiters of body-hire labour 
in the days before the WWF began to 
assert itself. It was an awe-inspiring 
performance. Rex and Marcia were 
invited to local schools to pass on 
the people’s history of Port Adelaide. 
He brought to life the days of back-
breaking work among fi lthy, danger-
ous cargoes and long, lean weeks on 
strike. Rex’ enthusiasm for this history 
means we have a rich record of our 
past from the worker’s point of view.

We are rapidly losing the gen-
eration that links us to those piv-
otal episodes in the history of class 
struggle in Australia – the effective 
organisation of workers under the 
legendary Communist leaderships 
like the WWF’s “Big Jim” Healey and 
the Seamen’s Union’s Elliot V Elliot. 

The size of the debt we owe them was 
there for all to see at Rex’ send-off at 
the Wharfi es’ Hall. Their hearts were 
big and so were their boots that we 
now need to fi ll.

State Labor member for Florey, 
Frances Bedford, recalled Rex in a 
speech to Parliament last week. She 
said that his memory, like the MUA, 
is “here to stay”. She noted he was the 
“beloved husband of Marcia, and the 
loved father and stepfather of Norma, 
Michael, Janet, Mary, Ruth, Jane, 
David (deceased), Sally and May. He 
was the treasured poppa and grandpa 
of Michelle, Kirstin, Damien, Stacey 
(deceased), Benjamin, Joseph, Tara, 
Jenna, Chloe, Marcia, Rick, Jennifer, 
Michael, Paul, Carl, Rachael, Meagan, 
Thai and Nantale, and he was cher-
ished by his great-grandchildren.” 

Rex Munn.

The motto “retired 
from the workforce but 
not from the struggle” 
fitted Rex like a glove.

The passing of 
a great comrade 
and a good bloke

Basic needs left 
wanting for 20% of 
people with MS
According to a new study, nearly 
one in fi ve Australians with mul-
tiple sclerosis (MS) struggle to 
have essential home modifi cations 
and equipment, like wheelchairs, 
shower rails and ramps, which 
are needed for basic living. For 
nearly half of them, it is due to 
their lack of funds to purchase or 
install them.

This is one of the key fi ndings 
in the National MS Needs Analysis 
2012 launched by MS Research 
Australia December 3, International 
Day of People with a Disability.

Key points for 
interview
• The analysis thought to be 

the largest ever conducted in 
Australia surveyed nearly 2,900 
people with MS

• It found that one in fi ve people 
with MS are battling without 
essential aids and equipment – in 
50 percent due to lack of fi nancial 
assistance

• This has led MS Australia to 
call on the federal government 
to urgently commit to future 
funding of the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme to ensure basic 
needs are met for those living 
with a disability

• Living with MS often results in 
reduced income and reliance on 
support pensions, making the 
purchasing of essential aids and 
equipment prohibitive

NSW case study
Fiona Hall, 58 of Newtown 

feels like she is wearing a “cloak 
of invisibility” as a person liv-
ing with a disability. Having lived 
with multiple sclerosis for 32 years 
Fiona has learnt how to navigate an 
exceptionally diffi cult and tedious 
government system in order to have 
some of her basic living needs met. 
However, after all this time she still 
fi nds it too hard to get a wheelchair 
or a portable scooter – equipment 
which would enable her to go to 
dinner with friends and see art exhi-
bitions (one of her passions).

She says the drama of applying 
for a wheelchair is so diffi cult that 
she has placed it in the “too hard 
basket” and believes that the only 
way you get things done is to be 
hospitalised so the system is forced 
into giving you the things you need.

Due to her MS Fiona can’t 
work and is on a pension so paying 
for basic things like a shower chair 
are extremely diffi cult. Recently 
when her current (non-portable) 
scooter failed she had to rent a 
replacement scooter on her credit 
card, as she simply couldn’t leave 
the house without it. Such debt 
adds enormous strain to people like 
Fiona who already have immense 
pressure.

She is passionate about the need 
for an NDIS and is very articulate.
For more information visit 
www.msra.org.au 

Industry land grab will 
reignite forest wars
NSW Nature Conservation Council 
CEO Pepe Clarke told a state 
parliamentary inquiry last week 
that the forest industry’s calls 
for access to more than a million 
hectares of national park for 
logging would trigger a powerful 
community backlash.

“Native forests in this state are 
being cut down faster than they can 
regrow, which is causing signifi cant 
loss of biodiversity and a deteriora-
tion of water quality in catchments 
where logging occurs,’’ Mr Clarke 
said.

“The state government has 
tolerated these impacts simply to 
prop up an industry that by its own 
admission is supplying a dwindling 

market for low-value woodchip 
exports.

“Now the NSW Forest Products 
Association wants to widen the 
destructive impacts of its industry 
by opening our much-loved nation-
al parks to logging.”

A national poll in 2010 found 
that 90 percent of people supported 
protection of high-conservation-
value forests in national parks, 
while 77 percent supported an end 
to native forest logging.

“If loggers were allowed in, 
it may well reignite the bitter for-
est wars of the 1980s,’’ Mr Clarke 
said. “The environment movement 
in NSW calls on the government to 
publicly reject these ambit claims 

from the logging industry and guar-
antee that our national parks will 
not be opened to logging.’’

Mr Clarke said the forestry 
industry had been managed unsus-
tainably in NSW for decades.
Native forests are being logged 
at a fi nancial loss and taxpayers, 
through Forests NSW, are effec-
tively subsidising the native logging 
industry at the expense of the plan-
tation sector.

“The FPA’s proposal to remove 
one million hectares from the 
reserve estate is an ambit claim 
that will not provide certainty for 
industry and will reignite confl ict in 
regional communities,’’ he said. 

Photo: Anna Pha
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In a recent CSG mining joint 
report by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOM) and Colorado University, 
they found that certain gas fi elds 
were “losing about 4% of their gas 
to the atmosphere not including 
additional losses in the pipeline 
and distribution system”.

CSG is a methane gas and is 
a signifi cant contributor to green-
house emissions. The Australian 
government’s Department of Climate 
Change and Energy states, “Methane 
is currently responsible for almost 
one-fi fth of the enhanced greenhouse 
effect, second only to carbon dioxide. 
However, methane has a warming 
potential more than 20 times greater 
than carbon dioxide on a volume 
basis”.

Not just a Nimby issue
This is not a case of whingeing 

Gippsland farmers saying “Not in my 
backyard”. Setting aside the obvious 
impact on metropolitan food supplies, 
we now have the dangerous situation 
where CSG exploration is taking place 
in the catchment areas of the two main 
dams supplying water to Sydney. 
Licences for CSG exploration have 
been granted in the Woronora and 
Warragamba dam catchment areas. 
Apex Energy’s exploration lease covers 
Sydney’s catchment and it hopes to 
drill 150 to 200 wells. Apex Ormil has 
commenced drilling in the Warragamba 
catchment supplying 80% of Sydney’s 
water. All life revolves around water 
and yet we are playing Russian roulette 
with this vital resource on the driest 
continent on earth.

Community fightback 
We have been greatly inspired 

by the community fi ght back against 
CSG mining, fi rstly in Queensland, 
then NSW, and now here in Victoria. 

Because the media is controlled 
by a privileged few, there has been 
very little exposure of the massive 
interstate community demonstrations, 
arrests and blockades against CSG 
mining. Go on the web to YouTube, 
type in “NO CSG” and see it for 

yourself. How many of you would be 
aware that two squads of riot police 
turned up outside the Gunneda Hall 
NSW during a CSG meeting? The 
anti-CSG rallies in Lismore, Fullerton, 
Perth, Kyogle, Newcastle, Byron Bay, 
Perth, Casino, Jondarayen west of 
Toowoomba? I could go on! 

In October last year, follow-
ing a huge community campaign 
against CSG mining in the Otway’s 
region of Victoria, the company ECI 
International surrendered their explo-
ration permit. To quote the Greens 
Senator Richard Di Natale, “Local 
residents were very vocal in their 
opposition to CSG mining in this area 
and this outcome demonstrates the 
power of a united community”. This 
is the second time a CSG permit for 
Western Victoria has been surrendered 
following local opposition.

If you know South Gippsland, 
you will know a pretty little town, 
Tarwin Lower, a pub and an adjacent 
store on the way to Venus Bay. On a 
bitterly cold winter Sunday morning 
two months ago, more than 150 farm-
ers, environmentalists and concerned 
citizens crammed into the local hall 
to oppose CSG mining. Similar meet-
ings have been held at Wonthaggi, 
Leongatha, Inverloch, Bunyip and 
Mirboo North. Again. I could list 
other places!

This is the reason the local Liberal 
Bass MP Ken Smith (Speaker of the 
House) has had to come out against 
CSG mining. This is why all candi-
dates in the local government elec-
tions throughout South Gippsland 
have had to come out against CSG 
mining in their pitch to voters. The 
Deputy Premier, Peter Ryan, faces a 
huge CSG backlash in his Gippsland 
electorate and been forced to direct 
the “window dressing” on fracking 
and the use of some chemicals. 

So what is our 
alternative? 

Communities want all CSG 
exploration and mining to cease until 
there has at least been a transparent, 
independent and comprehensive 
investigation into the likely effects of 
this industry on: 

• pollution of underground and 
surface water resources 

• the many side-effects on 
adjoining farmland and food 
security 

• dislocation of local communities 
and including economic impacts 

• adverse effects on biodiversity 
and resulting greenhouse 
emissions 

• adverse effects on tourism and, in 
particular, tourism based on our 
natural environment 

• designation of areas that should 
be exempt from exploration 
as they have been identifi ed 
as signifi cant in terms of the 
environment, agriculture or 
tourism.

We further require that all state 
and federal governments allocate suf-
fi cient resources to build and develop 
alternate, renewable sources of energy 
such as solar and wind in preference 
to CSG and other polluting energy 
sources. 

So if you think that this matter 
will not affect you, think again. This 
is not the fi ght of our lives, this is the 
fi ght for our lives!

You can help even if 
you live in the city

Contact your state and federal 
MPs, and local government council-
lors have been very supportive.

Get on the web and search for 
“Lock the Gate”, that is a coalition 
of farmers and community groups 
preventing mining companies from 
coming onto properties to explore 
and drill for CSG. They have regular 
updates on activities across Australia.

Buy an “Anti CSG” core fl ute 
placard and fi t it on your front gate. 
You are in good company: actor 
Nicole Kidman and singer Keith 
Urban have their no CSG placard on 
the front gate of their $6.5 million 
Southern Highlands country retreat.

Take a free DVD which we 
have available and it goes into more 
detail on the issues raised today. It is 
copyright-free, so pass it on.
See last week’s Guardian 
(December 5) for part 1.
The Beacon 

Gippsland 
not Gasland (Part 2)
Not just a Nimby issue

More than 1,000 people in Lismore Town Hall in northern NSW 
gathered to express their vocal opposition to coal gas seam 
gas exploration. The Planning Minister, Brad Hazzard, had mis-
erably failed in trying to reassure the people of northern NSW 
about coal seam gas – nobody was prepared to listen to his 
reassurances. Metgasco, Arrow Energy and Red Sky Energy 
have coal seam exploration licences in the Northern Rivers. The 
angry meeting refl ected the community anger against the plans.

There are 29,383 people behind bars in Australia, an 
increase of 1 percent since 2011 and 31 percent since 2002. 
Assault was the most common offence for males, account-
ing for 17 per cent of prisoners, followed by sexual assault 
which accounted for 15 per cent. Drug-related crime was the 
most common reason for women ending up in jail, account-
ing for 17 percent of cases, followed by assault, which 
accounted for 14 percent. Most prisoners had done time pre-
viously, with 55 percent having served a sentence in an adult 
prison. Rehabilitation does not seem to be on the priority list.

The Senate Committee for Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations report found dole recipients were 
battling but stopped short of suggesting an increase in unem-
ployment benefi ts. The Committee instead recommended 
increasing the time a recipient could work without losing ben-
efi ts. Welfare groups have been calling for a $50-a-week rise 
to the $35-a-day dole. It is estimated that the $50 increase 
would cost an extra $2 billion a year. The St Vincent de Paul 
Society estimates that sole parents and unemployed people 
together make up to 60 percent of those the Society assists.

States and territories will not be given broad discretion in the 
way they approve projects under commonwealth environ-
ment laws. The decision by Julia Gillard not to proceed with 
weakening environmental rules by delegating approval pow-
ers to state governments has enraged state governments 
and the Business Council of Australia. It is a good move 
for environmental protection as otherwise there would 
have been a hotchpotch of laws around Australia which 
would have reduced exiting environmental safeguards.

New data from the Global Carbon Project found green house 
gas emissions are expected to have risen 2.6 percent by 
the end of this year, on top of a 3 percent rise in 2011. Since 
1990, the reference year for the Kyoto Protocol, emissions 
have risen by 54 percent. It means that the goal of the Doha 
talks – to hold global temperature rise to 2 degrees – is almost 
out of reach. That goal requires that emissions peak now and 
start falling signifi cantly within eight years. “Unless the nego-
tiators in Doha wake up tomorrow and embrace a new green 
industrial revolution to rapidly change our energy systems, 
chances to stay below global warming of 7 degrees Celsius are 
vanishing very fast, If they are not already gone”, said the exec-
utive director of the Global Carbon Project, Dr Pep Canadell.

Compact will deliver for 
traditional owners
A new Social Compact to support 
Aboriginal traditional owners 
in the Gladstone region during 
negotiations around projects on 
Aboriginal land is an important 
step in closing the gap between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians, the Maritime Union 
(MUA) of Australia says.

The compact is between the 
Gureng Gureng peoples and 17 
Queensland unions. MUA assistant 
national secretary, Ian Bray, said the 
agreement was crucial to ensuring 
Aboriginal people got their share 
of Queensland’s $50 billion mining 
and minerals processing industries.

“This social compact agree-
ment is historic because it puts 

reality-based concrete steps behind 
good intentions,” Mr Bray said.

“The framework of an agree-
ment will mean that project and 
wage negotiations will pave the 
way for a further closing the gap 
between Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander peoples, who are 
the traditional owners of the eco-
nomic resources, and the rest of the 
community.

“It will also mean unions are 
partners with the Gureng Gureng 
when it comes to future develop-
ment agreements.

“This agreement strengthens 
and builds on the role the MUA has 
always been proud to play in the 
advancement of social justice.” 

Rio Tinto Alcan Yarwun alumina 
refi nery situated ten kilometres north-
west of Gladstone
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Richard Titelius

On a balmy evening at the Burswood Open 
Air Theatre not far from the banks of the 
Swan Riveror Beeliar, the world premiere 
of the movie Yagan, was screened before 
a packed audience of Noongar and non-
Noongar people. The story of Yagan, the son 
of Wadjuk tribal leader Midgegooroo is a 
deeply intriguing and inspirational yet sad 
tale of an Aboriginal peoples’ attempts to 
fi ght for land rights and resist subjugation 
by the invading white English colonialists as 
they established the Swan River colony in 
the fi rst four years following the arrival of 
Captain James Stirling in 1829. (Whadjuks 
is a tribe of the Noongar people of the South 
West of Western Australia)

The fi lm is neither solely a documentary 
nor a dramatised account of Yagan’s struggle 
with the colonists but a moving tale of the many 
twists and turns spanning over 160 years from 
his fi rst encounter with the white people to his 
murder and the repatriation of his remains from 
England and fi nal burial in his ancestral lands.

The writer and director of the fi lm, Kelrick 
Martin, made the fi lm in various parts of Yagan’s 
traditional lands along the Swan River plains 
using local actors including Noongar-Yamitji 
man Clarence Ryan who played the lead of 
Yagan. There is an element of authenticity in 
using the slim athletic Ryan as the lead as the 
Noongar people of the time enjoyed a healthy 
diet which had none of the calories and fat of the 
foods which the white man brought with them.

The fi lm is also the story of outstanding 
Noongar elder and activist for his people, Ken 
Colbung, who as a soldier in the Australian army 
in the 1950s started his search for the remains 
of Yagan which had ended up in a house in 
England after his death in 1833.

The recounting of the story of Yagan which 
begins a year after the founding of the colony 
when the Noongar people noticed not only that 
these people weren’t going to leave but that they 
had begun to appropriate their best hunting and 
gathering lands, and to run fences through, clear, 
till and plant crops on their land.

As a consequence of their land being appro-
priated they discover that the crops planted by 
the white invaders are also edible and proceed 
to help themselves to their potatoes and other 
crops. As a consequence the servant of one of 
these white settlers decides in December 1831 
to ambush and shoot dead one of a group of 
Noongar people who were taking potatoes from 
his master’s garden.

Shortly afterwards a band of Noongar led 
by Yagan and his father Midgegooroo returned 
and besieged the house and eventually they kill 
a different servant of the settler, based on the 
Noongar law of payback. This is when if one 
life is taken then balance is restored through 
the offering or killing of someone from that 
group of people who had killed one of their kin. 
Yagan and his party killed two other servants 
of the settler Archibald Butler and the colonial 
authorities placed a bounty on his head of 20 
pounds which was close to a year’s wages for 
most inhabitants of the colony.

Yagan was eventually captured and brought 
in to the authorities and was about to be 
executed when an unusual man (for the time) 
Robert Lyon, suggested that he be treated as 
a prisoner of war as Yagan and Midgegooroo 
were not bandits but chiefs who were resisting 
the over-running of their land.

Robert Lyon convinces the colonial authori-
ties to allow him to take the three men including 
Yagan to Carnac Island, a treeless uninhabited 
place a short distance off the coast south of 
Fremantle for six weeks to convert them to 
Christianity and in return learn a bit about their 
customs and language. Lyon had hoped to use 
the three men as ambassadors of the Noongar 
people who would then be able to tour the 
colony to give an insight into their customs and 
ways to the colonialists. However, his goals are 
cut short when Yagan and the other two men 
become homesick for their country and awaken 
early one morning and commandeer the one 
boat on the island and return to the mainland.

However, relations between Noongars and 
settlers continue to worsen and Yagan’s admin-
istration of Noongar law causes such concern 
that the bounty is lifted to 30 pounds.

Yagan eventually meets an undeserved and 
cowardly end at a location along the Swan River, 
near Upper Swan, through the opportunistic 
actions of a couple of young shepherds, William 
and James Keats, who were known to and were 
friends with Yagan.

William shoots Yagan dead while he is not 
looking and is himself speared while the other 
who has not been speared runs off and escapes. 
A passing settler observes the body of Yagan 
and aware of the signifi cant bounty on the head 
of the warrior, cuts the head from the body and 
attempts to claim the reward. The body is to this 
day not located.

However, many in the colony are not only 
fearful of reprisals but appalled by the actions 
of the two youths which are reported in the 
Perth Gazette as, “a wild and treacherous act; 
and not the heroic and courageous deed which 
some unthinkingly have designated it.” (Perth 
Gazette 20 July 1833)

Thereafter the movie follows the story of 
the attempts to locate and repatriate the head of 
Yagan in 1997, from a cemetery near Liverpool 
and the fi nal burial in 2010, at the location near 
where he was murdered 177 years ago.

The poignant telling of the story of Yagan is 
the fi rst major fi lm project (he has been making 
documentaries for 12 years) of director Kelrick 
Martin, a man of Aboriginal descent from the 
Broome area of Western Australia and his com-
pany Spearpoint Productions. Following the 
community screening of the fi lm the writer was 
able to interview the director about the project.

Richard Titelius: When fi lming Yagan, 

little or no attempt was made to obscure the 
contemporary references to the city of Perth and 
surrounds. What was the intention of shooting 
the scenes from the movie about Yagan’s life 
with the backdrop of the skyscrapers of Perth, 
tractors in the Swan Valley and fully clothed 
Aboriginal extras?

Kelrick Martin: In making the movie I 
wanted to do something contemporary. It is not 
relevant today to make a movie about Noongar 
history without reference to where Noongar 
people are located within their contemporary 
situation. Their culture is a living breathing thing 
that is still here. One is still walking through 
the Whadjuk Noongar country but with Western 
Civilisation added to it. There is a continued 
connection to Noongar territory.

The story of Yagan and the ability to tell 
the story through fi lm is a victory for Noongar 
people and Aboriginal people around Australia 
general as Yagan was trying to resist white 
invasion of their land. The way that the fi lm 
was made was to draw a connection between 
the past and the present.

RT: Did you seek permission from or 
consent from Noongar elders to undertake the 
making of the fi lm and what was their reaction 
to the making of the fi lm?

The fi lm uses a Noongar narrator and a 
white narrator to bring the story together. Why 
did you decide to use an Aboriginal and a non 
Aboriginal storyteller?

KM: The use of Richard Wilkes was an 
obvious choice as he was a direct descendant 
of Yagan’s father Midgegooroo and was also 
one of the original group of Noongar elders 
who went over to London in 1997 to recover 
Yagan’s skull.

It was important to have cultural experts 

to oversee the project and one of the major 
groups involved was the South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council who were also involved 
in the successful native title claim over the 
South West in 2006, which included the Perth 
metropolitan area.

The white historian used for the narration 
between the black and white history of the story 
of Yagan was Neville Green – a no brainer for 
his extensive knowledge of the race relations at 
the time. The scenes of the narration take place 
at a table outside the Fremantle Roundhouse – a 
site of signifi cance to Noongar people as it was 
one of the fi rst jails used in the Perth colony.

RT: At the premiere of the movie at the 
Burswood Open Air Theatre, you said the iden-
tity of the Noongar people was bound up in the 
story of Yagan. Why do you believe the story 
of the life of Yagan is such a powerful story?

KM: I was drawn to Yagan’s attitude and 
approach in regard to the arrival of white settle-
ment and his struggle at the time to be recog-
nised and heard which resonates with the way 
that Noongar people today continue with their 
struggle to be heard and recognised.

There are many Noongar people today, 
including a lot of young people who think they 
know Yagan but do not know about some parts 
of his story such as the relationship between the 
Scottish settler Robert Lyon and Yagan who 
gives Yagan a reprieve at the time of an early 
capture. The telling of the fi lm also attempts 
to search for the “emotional truth” of what 
happened at the time – what people felt and 
believed and not just a historical or recorded 
truth. The legend of Yagan the chief and warrior 
as the “Wallace of the Age” in reference to the 
13th Century patriot can often serve to defeat 
the truth. Telling the story of Yagan through the 

World Premiere of 
Yagan-Noongar Warrior
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fi lm allows Noongars and non-Noongars to more 
easily connect with Yagan, the man of fl esh and 
blood, and of his strengths and weaknesses.

RT: What makes Yagan’s story differ-
ent from other Aboriginal stories such as 
Jandamurra from the Kimberley region and 
Rabbit Proof Fence of the Pilbara?

KM: In making the fi lm about Yagan I 
wanted to do justice to the Noongar people and 
not tell a story that was an ill fi t of the story of 
who he was and what he did.

In a way it was intimidating to me as a 
director to write and direct this movie – to not 
just shoot a few bush scenes which would in 
a sense be a static and lifeless representation 
of the person. I sought to make a fi lm – part 
re-enactment, part documentary which would 
allow people to connect with Yagan while also 
making it more contemporary.

RT: Has there been interest locally, nation-
ally and internationally to have the fi lm screened 
publicly … in particular in the Noongar area of 
the South West?

KM: The movie was commissioned for the 
ABC which also invested funds in the project 
with the view to including it on their program-
ming schedule. I have been in discussions with 
the ABC following the recent completion of the 
movie with the view to screening it in June/July 
2013, which would be the 180th anniversary of 
the death of Yagan.

However, while there are no local fi lm 
distributions planned it was important to have 
a community screening to ensure Noongar 
ownership and acceptance of the fi lm – which 
after the warm reception and the large turnout 
at the Premiere, has been achieved.

I have entered the fi lm into the international 
festival circuit and will see what happens. 

Magazine

Profit takers 
re-imagined as 
nation makers
Frederick Barr

The recent four-part US History Channel 
series, The Men Who Built America, was 
constructed upon the premise that a hand-
ful of wealthy, powerful men determined 
the course of the nation at the turn of the 
last century, making lasting contributions 
as well as strengthening the nation while 
fi lling their pockets. Over the course of the 
series we watch the expansion of capitalism 
in the US from the civil war through to 
the early 20th century, and we are served 
dramatised sketches of famous captains of 
industry. This is certainly a period worthy 
of time and interest, and the men profi led 
(Cornelius Vanderbilt. John D Rockefeller, 
Andrew Carnegie, JP Morgan and Henry 
Ford) are without doubt both important 
and interesting, but the program is seriously 
fl awed and riddled with injustice to both 
truth and perspective.

One can easily imagine why such a 
premise for a documentary series seems 
worthwhile at this point in time. We seem 
on a trajectory away from being the most 
powerful economic power on the planet, so 
retracing the path would seem at the very 
least instructive. We also fi nd ourselves chal-
lenged by growing income inequality that 
by all rights should belong in the past of any 
society moving forward, so again some his-
torical insight seems prudent. But what we 
fi nd in this production is shallow hagiogra-
phy. This is unavoidable given the approach 
the producers took: they regard these few as 
innovators rather than opportunists, and ben-
efactors rather than exploiters.

One doesn’t necessarily need to have 
an opinion one way or another about any 
of these men to recognise that there’s lit-
tle depth to this effort. The production is 
more docudrama than documentary. We are 
treated to handsome actors and lots of CGI 

in narrated live action sequences in place of 
sober narration and actual images from the 
era. This approach is common to History 
Channel material, and it’s neither substantial 
nor rewarding. There’s a reason people laud 
Ken Burns and his thorough and earnest 
approach, while the folks who create this 
sort of softer, more entertainment-oriented 
material remain unknown. The staging tends 
to favour creating vignettes of melodrama 
rather than offering insight.

Of course, the on-screen commentary 
proves even more of a problem. There’s a 
large number of present-day business icons 
– from Alan Greenspan and Jack Welch to 
Russel Simmons, Donny Deutsch and even 
Donald Trump! This means there’s much hot 
air generated, and amusingly these potentates 
spend as much time talking about themselves 
as about the historical fi gures we’re suppos-
edly learning about. There are a few biog-
raphers and historians featured, but nothing 
fresh or even particularly interesting surfac-
es. Instead we get observations like “Morgan 
was steely-eyed and knew how to get what 
he wanted.” No, no real revelations here.

The trouble really is obvious just in read-
ing the title: do the producers really think 
these few men built America? Even during 
the time in which they were prominent, 
weren’t their successes derived from the 
many who did the real work, who toiled for 
meagre wages while this handful amassed 
obscene power and wealth? Placing these 
men within the context of the cost they 
exacted would make more sense of their true 
legacy. Indeed, workers are featured sparing-
ly, and though both the Homestead Massacre 
and the Johnstown fl ood are worked in, these 
are done in service to the part they play in 
Andrew Carnegie’s narrative, so the empha-
sis is rather at cross purposes to any real 
understanding.

Each of these industrialists were 

important in many ways, chiefl y as instiga-
tors of mass movements of money, resources 
and effort, but they are inseparable from the 
many who they relied upon to realise profi t. 
There’s also a lack of regard for the true 
dimensions of what they achieved. There’s 
no recognition of the fact that all that’s 
shown followed the industrial revolution that 
was centred in Great Britain, nor is there 
mention that America only reached its poten-
tial as a world power and solid economy 
in the century that followed, as capitalism 
moved towards becoming a bureaucracy 
that wiped out the sorts of fi gures that these 
men were, replacing them with specialised 
management.

As the series reaches home plate the 
ideology at work is even more evident: the 
claim is made that safer workplaces and 
better wages miraculously follow as capi-
talists become more wise and resourceful, 
with Henry Ford, of all people, a force of 
benefi cence. It seems that regard for workers 
was handed down as a gift, even from the 
very titans who once hired private armies to 
kill. This is a plain lie that ignores the very 
real battles working men and women (and 
children) fought in demand of fairness. It’s 
another reason this series fails.

The attempt seems to be a portrait of 
naked capitalism, but it ends up as air-
brushed nudity, with the many blemishes and 
scars rendered invisible. Having digested the 
series as a whole I’m curious as to its origin 
and purpose. It’s not too much of a stretch 
to imagine that this series might have been 
conceived as provident of the election of a 
business icon to high offi ce. Could this have 
been wrought as a celebration of a President 
Romney? If so, it is another failed campaign 
to defi ne this country as the product of capi-
talism. Making history is harder than making 
money.
People’s World 

The Men Who Built America.
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Ben Schreiner

With dubious reports that Syria is 
preparing its stockpile of chemical 
weapons for use now dominating 
US media coverage, the familiar 
menace of WMDs in the Middle 
East has been resurrected once 
again to haunt the American public 
and gin up support for military 
intervention.

First appearing in a report in the 
New York Times, the latest Syrian 
WMD scare surfaced with an asser-
tion from an unnamed US offi cial 
that the Syrian military had begun 
“some potential chemical weapon 
preparation”. The offi cial went on to 
state that the US is “worried about 
what the [Syrian] military is doing.”

One day later, yet another 
unnamed American offi cial, again cit-
ing classifi ed intelligence, told Wired 
magazine’s Danger Room blog that, 
“Engineers working for the Assad 
regime in Syria have begun combining 
the two chemical precursors needed 
to weaponise sarin gas.”

“International observers,” the 
Danger Room report continued, “are 
now more worried than they’ve ever 
been that the Damascus government 
could use its nerve agent stockpile to 
slaughter its own people.”

Similar reports on Syria’s 
purported preparation of chemical 
weapons have subsequently prolif-
erated throughout the US media. 
Yet, as McClatchy reported, despite 
the widely published claims of 
anonymous US offi cials, “no public 
evidence” has been offered by the 
administration to justify its amplifi ed 
concerns. Nor, it might be added, 
has any explanation been offered 
as to why the Syrian regime would 

knowingly seek to provoke a foreign 
military intervention by actually using 
its chemical weapons.

Of course, the propagandising on 
behalf of the US government by the 
loyal legion of stenographers in the 
elite American media has allowed the 
Obama administration to renew its 
threat of military intervention.

Speaking at the National Defence 
University in Washington, President 
Obama warned that the use of chemi-
cal weapons by Syrian forces would 
result in “consequences” and that 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
would be personally “held account-
able” for their use. President Obama’s 
press secretary, Jay Carney, later went 
on to allude to a possible military 
intervention.

“We think it is important to 
prepare for all scenarios,” Carney 
said. “Contingency planning is the 
responsible thing to do.”

(US offi cials have previously 
stated that any effort to safeguard 
chemical weapons in Syria would 
require 75,000 troops.)

Breaking free from 
electoral shackles

This stepped up US posturing 
towards Syria comes amid reports that 
the Obama administration, now free 
of any electoral restrains, is seriously 
contemplating greater intervention 
into the Syrian crisis.

As the New York Times reported 
late last month, the Obama adminis-
tration is now “considering deeper 
intervention to help push President 
Bashar al-Assad from power.”

According to the paper, “the 
combination of President Obama’s 
re-election, which has made the White 

House more willing to take risks, and 
a series of recent tactical successes by 
rebel forces, one senior administration 
offi cial said, ‘has given this debate 
a new urgency, and a new focus.’ ”

The precise nature of the admin-
istration’s “deeper intervention” 
into Syria became clearer as the 
US-dominated NATO military alli-
ance approved the deployment of the 
American-made Patriot anti-missile 
system along the Turkey-Syria border. 
According to a military source quoted 
by AFP, “up to six Patriot batteries 
and some 300-400 foreign troops 
to operate them” are to be deployed 
along the already tense border.

In explaining the need for deploy-
ing the Patriot batteries, NATO 
Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen directly cited the revived 
Syrian “chemical threat.” As Reuters 
reported, Rasmussen asserted that the 
spectre of Syrian chemical weapons 
“made it urgent for the alliance to 
send Patriot anti-missile missiles to 
Turkey.”

The NATO alliance, of course, 
maintains that the missile deploy-
ment is simply defensive in nature. 
(A suspect claim repeatedly made 
regarding missile defence systems.) 
In fact, Rasmussen even went so far 
as to claim that the “weapons could 
help deescalate tensions” along the 
Syria-Turkey boarder. How exactly 
the deployment of yet more advanced 
weapons could function to deescalate 
tensions, Rasmussen left unclear. 
Instead, as Russian President Vladimir 
Putin countered while in Istanbul, 
“increasing (military) potential will 
not settle the situation but create the 
opposite effect.”

Indeed, for in actuality, the 
NATO missile deployment will likely 

function to effectively carve out a 
“no-fl y zone” in northern Syria. This, 
then, will pave the way for creating 
– á la Libya – a NATO-enforced safe 
haven for the opposition fi ghting to 
topple the Assad regime. The Patriot 
missile batteries, in other words, will 
function to embolden and legitimise 
those in both rebel and government 
ranks pushing a military solution to 
the crisis, while further sidelining 
those seeking the necessary political 
dialogue needed to ultimately resolve 
the crisis.

Dressing up 
intervention

The provocative deployment of 
the Patriot batteries, coupled with the 
orchestrated media furore over Syria’s 
WMDs, thus makes it quite clear that 
the process of preparing the American 

public for the very real possibility of 
yet another US-led military interven-
tion in the Middle East has begun in 
earnest. And once again, we see the 
veil of a humanitarian intervention 
and the “responsibility to protect” 
hastily donned to cloak nefarious 
motives.

The deafening silence of the 
US during just the latest round of 
Israeli aggression in the Gaza Strip 
mere weeks ago, however, ought to 
give pause to any still suspended in 
the illusion that humanitarian inter-
ests guide US foreign policy in the 
least. US foreign policy is instead 
dictated by imperial ambitions and 
imperatives. And these ambitions, it 
should to be noted, are not confi ned 
to Damascus, but stretch all the way 
to Tehran.
Information Clearing House 

Pretext for deeper 
US intervention in Syria

Hangers at a Jordan desert facility where US and UK forces are said to be 
training Jordan commandos – supposedly to be used to intervene to secure 
the Syrian WMD.

Iran to take US to court over intercepted spy drone
Iran has threatened international 
legal action against Washington 
over its alleged interception of a 
US spy drone. Tehran claims it has 
evidence of illegal spying on Iran’s 
nuclear program to present to an 
international court.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Salehi announced that 
Tehran now has proof of the pres-
ence of US spy drones over Iranian 
territory.

“We had formally protested 
such actions by the US and had 
announced that we would defend 
our borders by any means pos-
sible,” Salehi told national media. 
International law forbids the vio-
lation of national borders, which 
Tehran had warned the US against 
before, “but unfortunately they did 
not comply,” he said.

“We will use this drone as evi-
dence to pursue a legal case against 
the US invasion at relevant interna-
tional bodies,” the Iranian Foreign 
Minister said.

In a video broadcast on Iran’s 
Press TV on December 4, a US 
ScanEagle drone recently inter-
cepted over the Persian Gulf by the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) was not visibly damaged. 
If the drone was manufactured by 
Boeing subsidiary Insitu, the lack 
of damage indicates it was not shot 
down, but was “hooked” intact and 
brought to the ground.

IRGC Navy Commander Rear 
Admiral Ali Fadavi, who made 
the offi cial announcement on the 
drone’s capture, did not specify the 
exact date it had been intercepted.

One year ago, Tehran was 
reluctant to go to an international 
court when Iranian electronic 
warfare specialists managed to 
take control of the top-secret US 
RQ-170 Sentinel stealth drone on 
a mission above the northeastern 
Iranian city Kashmar. The Sentinel 
was hacked and forced to land on 
an Iranian airfi eld, and then cap-
tured intact on December 4, 2011.

The large – 12-metre wingspan 
– state-of-the art drone, packed with 
high-tech electronics, was consid-
ered too precious to return to the 
US, so Tehran kept the drone for 
research, despite repeated threats 
by Washington. Tehran’s only legal 
move was to lodge a complaint to 
the United Nations about the US 
violation of Iranian airspace.

The ScanEagle, conversely, is 
not secret technology; the aircraft 
has been in extensive use by the 
US military since at least 2004, 
when it was reportedly fi rst used 
during the Iraq War. With a wing-
span of three metres and a portable 
weight, it could easily be deliv-
ered to the international court in 
Geneva.

Washington has expressed 
increasing levels of concern and 

interest over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. The Wall Street Journal 
published a report revealing that 
Washington has “signifi cantly 
stepped up spying operations” 
on Iran’s Russian-built Bushehr 
nuclear power plant over the last 
two months.

US anxiety reportedly stems 
from the fact that after only two 
months in operation, the plant’s 
staff unloaded fuel rods from the 
reactor.

The Wall Street Journal report 
also revealed that the US attempted 

to eavesdrop on phone calls made 
by the plant’s staff to get a better 
understanding of the activity taking 
place underneath Bushehr’s protec-
tive concrete igloo.

Iran is well aware of the 
numerous US attempts to spy on 
Bushehr – there were at least two 
reported incidents in November 
where Iran repelled airborne 
intruders.

On November 1, two Iranian 
Soviet-made Su-25 fi ghters opened 
fi re on a US MQ-1 Predator drone 
on a mission over the Persian Gulf. 

The drone was not hit, and returned 
to base. The incident was the fi rst 
time the Iranian Air Force openly 
attacked a US drone.

One week later, on November 
9, the Iranian Air Force repelled 
another unidentifi ed aircraft that 
entered the Iranian airspace “above 
the territorial waters of the Islamic 
Republic in the Persian Gulf,” 
Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier 
General Ahmad Vahidi said.
Russia Today 

A ScanEagle drone like the one recently intercepted over the Persian Gulf by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.
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CAIRO: Egypt’s independent 
unions and their confederation 
praised for their role in peacefully 
ousting strongman Hosni Mubarak 
during the “Arab Spring” more 
than two years ago, are extremely 
angry at present Egyptian 
President Mohammed Morsi’s 
labour takeover plan.

Morsi’s Decree 97 would rewrite 
Egypt’s labour law to let the nation’s 
Manpower (Labour) Minister, now a 
member of the president’s Peace and 
Justice Party, name enough leaders 
to control labour federation boards, 
among other changes.

The decree says the minister may 
replace any federation board members 
aged 60 or over with second-place 
fi nishers in regime-run 2006 elections 
for board seats. But if there was no 
second-placer – and that was the case 
for most of the races – the minister 
would name a replacement. New 
labour board elections, scheduled 
for last month, were postponed for 
six months.

Morsi’s labour takeover plan 
accompanied other decrees giving 
himself sweeping powers over parts of 
the government, notably the Mubarak-
era judiciary, that his party and its 
parent organisation, the Moslem 
Brotherhood, do not now control.

His takeover decrees sent 
hundreds of thousands of protest-
ers – including unionists – into the 
streets of Cairo, Alexandria and 
other Egyptian cities, with pro-Morsi 
forces staging their own retaliatory 
demonstrations.

Ayman Bialy, deputy president 
of the Independent Teachers’ Union, 
urged his members to join the anti-
decree protests. Morsi’s labour decree 
and his other decrees are “dictatorial 
decisions” by “the new Pharaoh,” the 

teachers union said. “We reject those 
who would trade in the blood of the 
martyrs.”

“These decisions were made 
by a head of state who came to 
power through elections, the results of 
which everyone accepted, and which 
appeared to mark the restoration of 
a state of law. But as soon as he and 
his organisation came to power they 
forgot what they had promised, and 
forgot the people had offered up mar-
tyrs in the cause of dignity, freedom, 
bread and social justice” the teachers’ 
union added.

The Egyptian Federation of 
Independent Trade Unions (EFITU) 
said Morsi’s labour law isn’t the only 
problem. He dissolved the Constituent 
Assembly, which has guaranteed 
workers’ representation, too. Even 
the assembly, controlled by Morsi’s 
party, has not stood up for workers, 
EFITU said. And Morsi’s draft con-
stitution lacks worker representation 
in parliament.

“Workers are represented in this 
Constituent Assembly by the Minister 
of Labour, Khalid al-Azhary. Can 
anyone who has seen his perform-
ance during his time in offi ce believe 
that he will defend workers’ rights?” 
EFITU asked. Al-Azhary is a member 
of Morsi’s Peace and Justice Party.

“We are not basing this on guess-
work: All the drafts which came out 
of the Constituent Assembly have 
been completely empty of rights for 
workers, peasants, fi shermen, and 
workers in informal jobs. The articles 
which mention workers and social 
justice do not commit anyone to 
actually implementing anything – not 
the government and not the bosses,” 
added EIFTU, which has 2.5 million 
members.

“At the same time, the drafts pro-
tect the interests of factory owners and 
company directors. At present we fi nd 

bosses refusing to pay workers’ wages 
and sacking them, or issuing orders 
to close down the factory and throw 
workers out of their jobs, even when 
they have enjoyed privileges and tax 
exemptions. They even took out bank 
loans and never paid them back!

“There will be no-one at all to 
defend the rights of everyone who 
works in Egypt, like our right to have 
a labour law to replace the unjust law 
of 2003, or a genuine law on the mini-
mum and maximum wage, or social 
security, or universal health care for 
all citizens, or any of the other laws 
which protect many of the rights of 
hard-working people.”

EFITU board member Fatma 

Ramadan told the leading independ-
ent newspaper, Al Masry Al Youm, 
“Morsi’s fi rst decree, following his 
complete takeover of state powers, 
is a labour decree. This is a clear 
indicator that Morsi is seeking to 
monopolise the labour movement by 
fi rst ‘Brotherhoodising’ the Ministry 
of Manpower, and now the Egyptian 
Trade Union Federation,” Egypt’s 
4-million-member “offi cial” labour 
federation.

“Morsi is clearly preparing a 
systematic crackdown against Egypt’s 
union movement, against the right to 
strike, against the right to organise 
and against union plurality,” Ramadan 
continued. “Morsi is attempting to 

put on a mask of democracy as he 
points out the ETUF leadership was 
appointed by the Mubarak regime. 
Yet he is not seeking democracy in 
the ETUF, he is only looking to fi ll 
the federation’s seats with members 
of his own regime.”

Even the ETUF is upset. Morsi’s 
decree is “an attempt by the (Muslim) 
Brotherhood to control the union 
structure which had previously been 
monopolised by the Mubarak regime,” 
Wael Habib, a caretaker board mem-
ber of the federation, told Al Masry 
Al Youm. Habib said that “Morsi 
is seeking to hijack the ETUF, the 
ministry and the rest of the country.”
People’s World 

International

Egypt: president’s labour 
takeover angers unions

President Mohammed Morsi’s labour takeover plan sent hundreds of thousands of protesters into the streets of Cairo.

Controversy over Bradley Manning jail conditions
Dan Margolis

In a strange twist, the meaning 
of the word “shall” became the 
subject of debate at the ongo-
ing hearing about Pfc Bradley 
Manning’s prison conditions 
while in military custody. The 
hearings are part of a build up to 
the military trial, or court martial 
that is to determine Manning’s 
guilt or innocence in allegedly 
giving classifi ed documents to the 
whistle-blowing website Wikileaks.

The documents included 
250,000 diplomatic cables and more 
than half a million army reports, 
making them the largest cache of 
classifi ed information ever leaked 
to the public.

Manning, 24, is charged with 
22 counts, including aiding the 
enemy, which carries a life prison 
sentence. For much of the time 
since he was arrested on May 26, 
2010, Manning was held in solitary 
confi nement at a military prison in 
an 8-by-6-foot cell.

The current hearing is to deter-
mine whether Manning has been the 
subject of illegal pre-trial punish-
ment. His legal team argues that a 
fi nding of illegal punishment should 
cause the case to be dropped.

At issue is Manning’s treatment 
while he was held at the Quantico, 

Virginia, military prison from July 
2010 to April 2011. Military offi -
cials have testifi ed that the prison 
conditions were simply typical 
“prevention of injury” and suicide 
watch routines, and were necessary 
because Manning represented a sui-
cide risk.

However, Manning was kept in 
high security even after a psychia-
trist ruled that he was no longer at 
risk of killing or harming himself. 
According to military regulations, 
highlighted in the hearing, “When 
prisoners are no longer considered 
to be suicide risks by a medical 
offi cer they shall be returned to 
appropriate quarters.”

James Averhart, Chief Warrant 
Offi cer IV, who as commander 
of the Quantico brig determined 
Manning’s conditions of confi ne-
ment, testifi ed earlier, saying that 
the word “shall” introduced vague-
ness into the regulations.

Averhart argued that the word 
“shall” did not introduce a specifi c 
timeline for ending the confi ne-
ment. “The order is vague – it does 
say ‘shall’, it does not say ‘right 
now’ or ‘immediately’, sir – it still 
gives me the opportunity to evalu-
ate,” he said. Averhart added that 
he was not convinced that Manning 
was risk-free, based on a history 
of anxiety and threats of suicide, 

which included fashioning his bed 
sheets into a noose while confi ned 
in Kuwait.

Higher-ups did not agree with 
Averhart’s interpretation at the time. 
He was replaced by Chief Warrant 
Offi cer Denise Barnes in January 
2011. Military offi cials told NBC at 
the time that Averhart was abusing 
his authority by keeping Manning 
on suicide watch after the psychia-
trist cleared him.

However, the government case 
argues that Manning was neither 
punished nor tortured, as has been 
alleged. According to the NBC 
report, “US Marine and Army offi -
cials say Manning is being treated 
like any other maximum security 
prisoner at Quantico. He is confi ned 
to his single-person cell 23 hours 
per day, permitted one hour to exer-
cise, permitted reading material and 
given one hour per day to watch 
television.”

After April, Manning was 
moved to a medium-security setting 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Manning testifi ed on his own 
behalf on November 29. He testi-
fi ed that, at points, he was allowed 
only 20 minutes per day of sunlight 
outside his cell. Even then, he said, 
he was kept in chains.

After a 14-month investigation, 
United Nations Special Rapporteur 

on Torture Juan Mendez determined 
that Manning’s conditions consti-
tute cruel and inhuman punishment.

“Solitary confi nement,” Mendez 
wrote, “is a harsh measure which 
may cause serious psychological 
and physiological adverse effects 
on individuals regardless of their 
specifi c conditions.”

“Moreover,” the report contin-
ued, “depending on the specifi c rea-
son for its application, conditions, 

length, effects and other circum-
stances, solitary confi nement can 
amount to a breach of article 7 of 
the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, and to an act 
defi ned in article 1 or article 16 of 
the Convention against Torture.”

The hearing will determine the 
fate of Manning’s court martial. If 
the case does go to trial, it is likely 
to begin early next year.
People’s World 

For much of the time since he was arrested on May 26, 2010, Manning was 
held in solitary confi nement at a military prison in an 8-by-6-foot cell.
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An unexpected journey 
… to death
News of the more than two 
dozen animals who died during 
the production of The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey has left fans 
reeling. The fi lmmakers themselves 
have admitted many of the deaths 
and have acknowledged that the 
horse deaths could have and should 
have been avoided.

While millions of dollars went 
into making this fi lm, the animals who 
were used as living props and unpaid 
“talent” weren’t given even basic care 
to ensure their safety – including one 
horse who had the skin ripped from 
his leg and another who had his feet 
tied together for more than three hours 
as he was deemed “too energetic” for 
his rider.

Two horses went over steep 
embankments and died (one was 
found with her head submerged in 
water), sheep broke their legs in sink-
holes, and chickens were mauled by 
dogs – all instances of extreme negli-
gence. Contrary to public perception, 
representatives from the American 
Humane Association do not monitor 
the training or housing of animals 
used in movies.

The vast majority of the scenes in 
the movie using animals were com-
puter generated, so it’s puzzling that 

the producers felt the need to put any 
live animal in harm’s way. In the age 
of advanced CGI technology, there is 
no need to use live animals in fi lm and 
television productions. People who 
want to drive this message home can 
make their opinion known by refusing 
to buy a ticket.

Jason Baker
Director of Campaigns 

People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals Australia

Who benefits?
Climate change is not an environ-
mental issue but a working-class 
issue and we should take the lead 
in this debate. Marx wrote about 
the exploitive nature of capital-
ism towards the working-class 
within the metropolis. Lenin went 
on to point out that capitalism 

had reached a second stage of 
exploitation in his imperialist 
discourse. Part of this narrative 
is where capitalism moved its 
focus of exploitation from its own 
working class to the three quarters 
of the world population who were 
imprisoned in its colonised system. 
This action of bringing in the 
wealth from the periphery meant 
that the capitalist dictatorship 
could survive because its actions 
pacifi ed its own working class to 
a certain degree.

However, after the Second 
World War the world’s colonised 
working class who were now armed 
and discussing communism as an 
answer to their problems meant that 
capitalism moved to a third stage of 
exploitation. To try and pacify the 
working class at home and now the 
de-colonised world’s working class it 
propagated the concept of “everyone” 

benefi ting from its mass consumerism 
i.e. the American way of life. But 
to implement this meant that it was 
now exploiting future generations 
of working class who were not even 
born. This exploitation is stealing 
the future resources and polluting 
the planet which in turn is heating 
up their planet.

The third stage of capitalism’s 
exploitive nature means that its dic-
tatorship survives today at the cost of 
future generations. To deny that our 
children’s  future is at peril is ignorant. 
Only the power of the working class 
can stop this. We need to ramp up 
our propaganda machine in terms of 
a fi ght between informed democracy 
run by the working class versus the 
current capitalist dictatorship that has 
created this nightmare that awaits our 
children.

Jean Mc Clean
Vic
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Sunday December 16 – 
Wednesday January 9

This week an extended version 
of Worth Watching for holiday 
viewing.

In the remarkable new three-
part series Stephen Hawking’s 

Grand Design (SBS ONE Sundays 
from December 16 at 8.35pm), the 
world famous physicist attempts to 
tackle some very big questions: Who 
or what created the universe? What is 
the meaning of life? And why does 
the universe exist?

Drawing on more than 40 years 
of his own research and a recent 
series of observations and theoretical 
breakthroughs, Hawking uses the laws 
of physics to argue that the universe 
came into being from absolutely noth-
ing, that there was no Grand Designer.

Like the book on which it is 
based, the series explains, “in a 
manner consistent with 11 dimension 
M-theory” (whatever that is), that 
as the Earth is only one of several 
planets in our solar system, and as 
our Milky Way galaxy is only one 
of many galaxies, the same may 
apply to our universe itself: that is, 
our universe may be one of a huge 
number of universes.

So far so good, one would think, 
but to a confi rmed atheist like myself, 
I was disappointed to fi nd Hawking’s 
arguments either impenetrably dense 
or simply declarations that did 
not logically follow from the facts 
presented.

I fear that the series (and the 
book) will fail to convince those 
who believe in God to change their 
philosophical view to a materialist 
one. A major opportunity lost.

As more and more people 
acquire large fl at-screen or 

wide-screen TVs, plus the benefi ts 
of HD reception, the production of 
fi lm-style epics for the small screen 
becomes increasingly viable.

The Pillars Of The Earth (ABC1 
Sundays at 8.30pm) is a four-part 
adaptation of Ken Follett’s epic novel 
about the building of a cathedral in 
England during the turmoil that fol-
lowed the death of Henry I and the 
decision of some of the nobles to 

renege on their oath of allegiance to 
his chosen heir, his daughter Maude. 
Each part is feature length.

Modern historical epics are rife 
with brutality and sex, but especially 
with casual murder. And yet, in the 
middle ages, murder was seen as a 
mortal sin, and the fear of eternal 
damnation in the fi res of Hell was 
a very real condition. Like the kill-
ings in the Old West, the rate of 
killing in fi lms and TV series set in 
the Middle Ages is (and has always 
been) vastly exaggerated compared 
to real life. A multiple killing was 
such an extraordinary event it almost 
instantly passed into folk-lore, and 
yet on television or in cinemas, folk 
in the Middle Ages bump off whole 
families with reckless disregard for 
history or verisimilitude.

Within these grossly artifi cial 
parameters, Pillars Of The Earth 
is well up to the normal standard 
of your modern Epic. Apparently 
shot in Hungary and Canada, with 
an English and “international” cast, 
it should more than satisfy all those 
who enjoy modern, violent, histori-
cal screen epics. It is well shot, well 
edited, competently acted and looks 
no further for motives for the develop-
ments of history than power-hungry 
princes and self-interested prelates.

The fi nal episode of series two 
of Fake Or Fortune (ABC1 

Monday December 17 at 9.30pm) is 
another interesting case of following 
a hunch, in this case to fi nd a lost Van 
Dyck. This more recent series was 
a defi nite improvement on its fi rst 
incarnation, and I found it well worth 
watching, even if the art world does 

like to talk some of the most preten-
tious cosdwollop imaginable.

In The Truth About Looking 
Young (SBS ONE Tuesday 

December 18 at 8.30pm) glamorous 
British plastic surgeon Rozina Ali 
examines the all-important organ that 
is our skin. She gets to grips with the 
truth behind the saying “you are what 
you eat”, from how much water to 
drink to the antioxidant properties of 
so-called super-foods. She also reveals 
that a revolution is taking place in the 
science of skin care. 

Tests have revealed that blood 
sugar levels are a critical indicator 
of how your skin manages the ageing 
process and glycans (sugar molecules) 
are at the heart of every cell. This new 
branch of science – glycobiology – 
has the potential to change human 
life in unimaginable ways, infl uencing 
treatments for conditions as varied as 
cancer and malaria.

With a series of signifi cant 
miscarriages of justice, 

both wrongful convictions and wrong-
ful acquittals, the dearth of serious 
science in the “science of forensics” 
has been brought centre stage in 
the USA. This has stimulated new 
research into forensics that promises 
fi nally to improve matters. The theme 
of Forensics On Trial (SBS ONE 
Tuesday December 18 at 9.30pm) 
is that the new processes have or 
will overcome all the problems, so 
all is now (or soon will be) A-OK, 
once again.

This optimism is not shared by 
commentators in the US who are 
involved in the numerous cases of 
wrongful conviction. Phil Locke, 

for example, reviewed the program 
and pointed out numerous major 
fl aws in its presentation of the cur-
rent state of forensics in the US. He 
was particularly scathing about its 
handling of bite mark evidence and 
the potentialities of digital “virtual 
autopsies” and the like.

The reality seems to be that 
forensic evidence is really still all in 
the eye of the examiner.

The ABC’s offering for 
Christmas Eve is a pleasant 

little trifl e called – appropriately – 
Nativity! (ABC1 Monday December 
24 at 7.30pm). Martin Freeman stars 
as frustrated, disenchanted primary 
school teacher Mr Maddens. Every 
year his low-income English Catholic 
school puts on a nativity play and 
every year it is soundly trounced 
by the posh private school down 
the road.

This year he has been given an 
unwanted, untrained assistant, in 
the form of the headmistress’s dim 
nephew. Stung by yet another insult 
from his hated rival from the school 
down the road, Mr Maddens boasts 
that his former girlfriend, now sup-
posedly a hot-shot Hollywood pro-
ducer, is coming home for Christmas 
to shoot his school’s nativity play! 
Unfortunately he is overheard, and 
word quickly spreads.

Before everything is resolved, 
he has staged the nativity play of 
the decade, won back his girlfriend 
and even reconciled with the jerk 
from down the road. Realistic it is 
not, but if you’re in the mood for a 
bit of Xmas whimsy this will serve 
very well.

If, on the other hand, your taste 
runs to French whimsy, then 

you will have to wait until Xmas 
day, and the oddities of Micmacs 
(SBS ONE Tuesday December 25 
at 9.15pm). Set mostly underground 
in a Paris junkyard that is home to a 
collection of eccentrics and misfi ts, 
Micmacs has the authentic look 
and feel of a typical French modern 
fantasy fi lm, the style that Martin 
Scorsese so successfully recreated in 
his fi lm Hugo, about the great fantasy 
fi lmmaker George Méliès.

The outcasts in Micmacs take on 
and beat the international arms dealers 
who caused their new friend to be shot 
and to lose his job. How they do it is 
reminiscent of Mission Impossible. It 
is another feel-good Xmas offering.  

There is no whimsy in the lat-
est instalment of The Thick 

Of It, called In The Loop (SBS 
ONE Wednesday December 26 at 
9.30pm). Just in-your-face satire, 
marked by unremitting foul language 
and back-to-back topical references. 
I don’t think this program is nearly 
as funny as those involved in it seem 
to think it is. I have nothing against 
swearing, but I do not see it as a 
substitute for wit. I hate to say it, but 
Yes Prime Minister has more actual 
topical gags in each episode than this 
frenetic act of desperation.

I saw the Colin Firth vehicle 
Genova (ABC1 Thursday 

December 27 at 8.30pm) on its fi rst 
theatrical release. I found it decid-
edly underwhelming. It was bland 
and devoid of life. I doubt it will be 
improved on the small screen.

Continued on page 11
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The ABC begins the new 
year with an adaptation by 

Gwyneth Hughes of Charles Dickens’ 
last – unfi nished – novel, The Mystery 
Of Edwin Drood (ABC 1 Tuesday 
January 1 at 8.30pm). Directed by 
Diarmuid Lawrence, this production 
stars Matthew Rhys, Rory Kinnear, 
Freddie Fox, Tamzin Merchant, Sacha 
Dhawan, Amber Rose Revah, and 
Alun Armstrong.

Dickens wrote just enough of the 
novel to tantalise us, but not enough 
to show how he envisaged the plot 
being resolved. Gwyneth Hughes’ 
adaptation has been praised for its 
“decent performances and hand-
some production values [that] grab 
the attention”, but criticised for its 
“overly quick pacing and implausible 
plotting”. Although it was summed up 
as “diverting, never the less”.

Love On The Transplant List
(ABC2 Wednesday January 

2 at 9.30pm) came within a hair’s 
breadth of being heartbreaking. It fol-
lows a strong-willed but weak-lunged 
young woman named Kirstie, who 
has cystic fi brosis, as she prepares for 
her wedding, while waiting for a lung 
transplant, which may never come.

The groom carries her oxygen 
bottle as she walks down the aisle at 
her wedding, with specialist nurses 
in wedding fi nery standing by for 
emergency help. The help provided 
by her NHS English hospital is heart-
warming, but Kirstie’s condition 
rapidly deteriorates over the next few 
weeks until she has to be placed on 
a by-pass while a frantic search for 
donor lungs goes on. She is near death 

when the call they’ve been hoping 
for comes in.

This case had a happy ending, but 
three people die every week in the 
UK while waiting for a transplant. 
The fi lm – which is very moving – 
makes a powerful but understated 
case for organ donation. It deserves 
wide showing.

Too many modern sitcoms are 
derivative and, frankly, piss-

weak. Pramface (ABC2 Thursdays 
from January 3 at 8.30pm), at least 
on the basis of the fi rst two episodes, 
is amusing, has a bit of bite, and is 
relevant to young people today. That’s 
a lot to ask of a sitcom.

Sixteen-year-old Jamie hooks 
up with an older girl (18 year-old 
Laura) at an end of school party. A 
few drinks and an empty bedroom 
leads to an unexpected pregnancy, 
and life will never be the same again. 
Jamie’s parents take it in their stride 
but Laura’s are in shock.

Jamie and Laura’s friends also 
prove to be pretty useless, so Jamie 
gets clever: he proposes, believing 
Laura will run a mile. Circumstances 
conspire to thwart that plan and 
instead they end up engaged. And 
still pregnant.

I found the series quite appealing, 
and am looking forward to further 
instalments. 

On the other hand, I did not 
fi nd This Is Jinsy (ABC2 

Thursdays from January 3 at 
9.55pm) to be much fun at all. In my 
experience, when a show becomes 
so discombobulated that critics 
have recourse to calling it “surreal”, 
it is usually just messily written. 
This show, which tries to merge 
Monty Python with The League Of 
Gentlemen, is written by and stars 
Chris Bran and Justin Chubb. It is 
clearly meant to be satirical and tries 
desperately to take the micky out of 
British suburban/rural life.

I have no doubt that there will be 
a coterie of middle-class intellectuals 
who will regard it as “cutting edge”, 
but they’d by wrong. It is just annoy-
ingly poorly done.

There have been a lot of 
programs lately about the 

phenomenon of transsexual people, 

their problems, their hopes, etc. A 
couple have been excellent, others 
essentially prurient. Now we have 
a six-part documentary series about 
Thai transsexuals – Ladyboys (ABC2 
Fridays from January 4 at 9.30pm).

In Thailand, such people have it 
hard. There is no health care available. 
Called “ladyboys”, they are regarded 
as freaks to be pawed, sniffed (I kid 
you not) and otherwise treated as 
objects of curiosity by ignorant and 
very unsophisticated men. If they 
want to save up for a sex-change 
operation their only source of income 
is usually prostitution.

A lucky few have made it in show 
biz, and they are hoping to change the 
country’s acceptance of “ladyboys”, 
but they have a long way to go. 
The fi rst couple of episodes of the 
series, which is all I have seen, are 
surprisingly interesting. The beautiful 
ladyboy businesswoman who runs the 
charity organising sex-change opera-
tions for the poor is quite a character. 

Dirty Business: How Mining 
Made Australia (SBS ONE 

Sundays from January 6 at 8.30pm)
is a history of mining in Australia . 
Although there are occasional refer-
ences to hard working conditions and 
the like, most of the time the series 
takes the view that if capitalists and 
corporations are making money from 
mining then everyone in this country 
is sharing in the “mining riches”. 

Significantly, the numerous 
talking heads in the program are all 
academics, not working miners. And 
nowhere does it question whether the 
Australian people would have been 
better off if they had nationalised the 
mining operations of BHP and Rio 
Tinto and their ilk.

The second episode deals with 
“the fractious, drama-fi lled and utterly 
critical relationship between business 
and government”. According to this 
series “mining has been a crucible 
through which both the labour move-
ment and big business have tried 
to infl uence, infi ltrate and control 
governments”.

The implication of course is that 
this was done on some sort of level 
playing fi eld!
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For all its bits of criticism, this 
is basically a mining industry com-
mercial, made by Renegade Factual 
for SBS. And the really sad thing is 
that they probably thought they were 
being really fair minded.

In Rev (ABC1 Sundays from 
January 6 at 9.30pm), Tom 

Hollander (who plays the put-upon 
British cabinet Minister in Boxing 
Day’s In The Loop) plays a put-upon 
Anglican vicar posted to an inner 
city East London parish. It’s a gentle 
comedy-drama that is perhaps too 
mild for its own good. Hollander is 
co-creator as well as the star. Try it, 
you might like it.

Roger: Genocide Baby (ABC2 
Sunday January 6 at 

8.30pm) follows a teenage Rwandan 
refugee living in Britain since he and 
his mother escaped from the genocide 
in 1994, who returns to Rwanda to 
“see for himself”. His father was shot 
dead in front of his mother, but now 
the country is trying to bring people 
together for “reconciliation”.

He meets other survivors, and 
members of his mother’s family, 
but his father’s family has vanished, 
presumed dead. Despite pressure from 
some of those he meets, he draws the 
line at forgiving those who killed his 
father.

It’s an interesting sidelight on a 
dreadful event.

You could be forgiven for 
thinking Da Vinci: The Lost 

Treasure (ABC1 Monday January 
7 at 9.30pm) was an episode of Fake 
Or Fortune. It has the same host 
(Fiona Bruce) and the same kind 
of subject (is the painting a lost Da 
Vinci masterpiece?). But although 
it is not part of that series, it is still 
very interesting art detection, and the 

multi-lingual Fiona shows she’s not 
just a pretty face.

The other type of modern 
historical drama series (con-

trasted with Pillars Of The Earth) 
is the one that tries to be “realistic” 
about the American West, in contra-
distinction to the romanticised portrait 
presented in most “Westerns”. In the 
modern variants, fi lth and squalor 
and killing abound, which once again 
does not gel with the historical record.

The new series Hell On Wheels 
(ABC2 Mondays from January 7 
at 9.30pm) is one of these modern 
“realistic” westerns, set just after 
the Civil War. Anson Mount plays a 
former Confederate soldier who gets 
a job as a ganger on the construction 
of the Union Pacifi c railroad through 
Indian territory. Hell on Wheels is the 
name given to the mobile camp that 
follows the railway line construction.

Mount’s character is on a quest to 
fi nd and kill the men who murdered 
his wife. The series is shot like a 
theatrical western, with a big cast, 
big scenery and expressive use of 
silence and music. It should prove 
very popular, if it isn’t considered 
too dark.

Russell Brand, the English 
comedian, actor, radio and 

television presenter, singer, column-
ist, and author, knows a thing or 
two about drugs and addiction. He 
has been a junkie, and alcoholic, an 
addict of every type of substance 
that humans can abuse. But today he 
is clean and he is campaigning for 
drug abuse to be treated as a medical 
problem not a criminal problem.

In the one-hour program Russell 
Brand From Addiction to Recovery 
(ABC2 Wednesday January 9 at 
9.30pm), Brand talks to drug spe-
cialists, heads of clinics and street 
users as well as politicians to push 
the argument that “treatments” like 
methadone (itself an addictive drug) 
are not working and there needs to 
be a concerted medical attack on the 
drug problem.

What he says is no more than 
common sense but it has an uphill 
battle getting accepted while politi-
cians cling to the fi ction that they are 
“winning” the “war on drugs”.

I found it refreshing. 

Hell On Wheels (ABC2 Mondays from January 7 at 9.30pm)
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