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A poisonous atmosphere against 
asylum seekers arriving by boat 
has been created in Australia. 
Ignorance and intolerance at the 
margins of society are not new and 
neither are the misdirected “con-
cerns” they feed upon. Comments 
along the lines of “We haven’t got 
enough jobs for our own people” 
and “A friend of mine lives next 
to a Sudanese (Tamil/Afghan/
Iranian, etc.) family in a new house 
given to them by the government. 
In a few months they had a four 
wheel drive in the driveway” are 
becoming commonplace again. 
Wildly ill-informed emails in large 
bold letters hammer home the “not 
welcome” message. It is alarming 
that the federal government is 
feeding this bigotry and planning 
to ride it to victory at the federal 
election due next year.

The parliamentary Labor Party 
has suffered a moral collapse on 
the issue of asylum seekers. It has 
restored the Howard-era “Pacifi c 
Solution” and is still pressing for a 
people swap program with Malaysia, 
which is not a signatory to the UN 
Refugee Convention and which has an 
appalling reputation for mistreatment 
of refugees. Last week, the federal 
government gave notice that asylum 
seekers arriving after August 13 
would be subject to the conditions of 
“bridging visas” regardless of whether 
they are in detention or living in the 
community.

Immigration Minister Chris 
Bowen says that the measure is 
necessary to ensure the effectiveness 

of the “no advantage” rule applied 
to people arriving by boat compared 
to those waiting for consideration in 
refugee camps across the globe. “No 
advantage” sounds better than “queue 
jumper” to Labor’s legislators but the 
effect on human rights is the same. 
How long will people be in detention 
or on “bridging visas”? “Could it 
be fi ve years? Yes it could be,” Mr 
Bowen said recently. Logically, if 
those arriving by boat are to be denied 
resettlement or full residency rights in 
Australia for as long as those waiting 
in camps in the world’s trouble-spots, 
they could be waiting for decades!

The Coalition is taking the 
greatest cynical advantage possible 
out of the current upsurge in the 
global refugee crisis. The immigration 
minister notes that there are now 42 
million displaced persons across the 
globe. The number making their way 
to Australia by desperate means has 
increased accordingly and threatens 
to fi ll re-opened facilities on Nauru 
and Manus Island in PNG. The 
detention centre in Melbourne is 
to be expanded and the Pontville 
centre in Tasmania is to be reopened. 
“Bridging visas” are seen as necessary 
to make asylum seekers allowed to 
live in the community experience the 
same degree of offi cial disapproval 
(deterrence) as those warehoused on 
distant islands.

Worse than TPVs
The move essentially restores 

Howard’s Temporary Protection 
Visas (TPVs) that drew rightful 
condemnation from Labor in 
opposition. Some commentators 
believe the effects of leaving people 

in a damaging legal limbo could be 
worse this time. The visas will not 
allow asylum seekers living in the 
community to work. A single person 
will receive 89 percent of the lowest 
Centrelink payment – about $438 
per fortnight and only 89 percent of 
the rent assistance paid to residents. 
Abbott has sought to gazump Labor 
by insisting that asylum seekers 
should work for these punitively 
meagre benefi ts.

An argument could be made that 
working for the payments would 
assist asylum seekers to settle into 
new communities. But this isn’t about 
helping asylum seekers. It is part 
of a brutalising plan for deterrence 

though Abbott would prefer all asylum 
seekers to be banished to harsh 
detention on remote islands. “They 
have to know that they are breaking 
our laws, that they are – if I may say 
so – taking unfair advantage of our 
decency as a people. There need to be 
consequences for people who do the 
wrong thing and that’s what rigorous 
offshore processing is all about,” he 
said last week.

The Opposition leader persists 
in the lie that it is illegal to arrive 
by boat to seek asylum. He fuels 
the prejudice that boat arrivals are 
met with open arms and pampered 
at the taxpayers’ expense. Asylum 
seekers “can’t expect to be treated like 
they’re staying in a four-star or fi ve-
star hotel,” he added. There is little 
chance of that. Amnesty International 
(AI) has condemned the conditions 
on Nauru and anticipates a “terrible 
spiral” of self-harm, hunger strikes 
and suicide attempts.

AI has demanded that authorities 
begin immediately the processing 
of the claims for refugee status for 
the 387 people already living in 
leaky, overcrowded tents on Nauru. 
The minister has responded that the 
claims will start being processed 
“early next year”. In the meantime, 
forced repatriations are gathering 
pace. Another 100 Sri Lankans were 
sent home to uncertain futures last 

week bringing the total number of 
repatriations to 426 since August 13 
and the reinstitution of the “Pacifi c 
Solution”. Conditions for Tamils in 
Sri Lanka following the end of the 
civil war are of such concern that 
some member states are considering a 
boycott of next year’s Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting in 
Colombo.

They don’t “get it”
Abbott insists that the government 

isn’t moving quickly or punitively 
enough. “They just don’t get it,” 
he says. But in reality it is the 
Opposition and its copycat counterpart 
in government who simply “don’t 
get it”. They can’t build a “fortress 
Australia” perfectly isolated from 
the problems of the world. Those 
problems include the ones exacerbated 
by developed countries’ (like 
Australia) failure to meet the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
pro-corporate “boomerang aid”, 
involvement in military aggression 
against Iraq and Afghanistan and 
support for aggression against Iran 
and the Palestinians. It’s time to 
talk seriously about how to meet 
Australia’s obligations to relevant 
conventions, to help prevent the 
cycle of humanitarian crises and deal 
humanely with those people already 
displaced by confl ict. 
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PRESS FUND
Our national broadcaster the ABC is facing deep cuts to its 
funding. The latest is a plan to axe production in Tasmania. The 
closure continues the drive to end all in-house production outside 
of Sydney and Melbourne. The Community and Public Sector 
Union is taking legal advice about whether management had 
breached the ABC Charter. The Guardian looks to its readers and 
supporters for its funding. There’s just two issues to go this year 
for us to try and reach our Press Fund goal of $14,000. Many 
thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
Alice E Johnson, in memory of John G Johnson 100 years $200, 
CP Lebanon donation Gen Sec birthday $100, KM $10, 
Mark Mannion $5, Pio Pagliuca $50 (Apologies for late 
acknowledgement). 
This week’s total: $365 Progressive total $11,015

“Ethical capitalism”
It’s a very sad story. The public do not admire the most suc-

cessful business people, even the richest of them, in the same way 
as they do Olympic champions. If these great men and women of 
fortune are credited with any good, it is when they donate a little 
of their riches to charities – philanthropy – “not because they 
made it”. The conveyor of this terrible situation is Fred Kofman, 
a wealthy American business consultant who was in Sydney last 
week selling his spin on capitalism.

Kofman has certainly hit the nail on the head; the likes of Gina 
Rinehart and Clive Palmer are not admired for how they accumu-
lated their fortunes! Nor are the banks or insurance companies. 
But Kofman has a plan to change all that, to give capitalists a 
consciousness and make them as popular as Olympians because of 
their business success. It’s called “ethical capitalism” or “conscious 
capitalism”.

He sees it as a tragedy that society does not admire all the 
ethical business people for their business achievements. Business 
leaders have been “hoodwinked into feeling ashamed for making 
money,” he said. This situation is stifl ing the potential of capitalism 
which has helped to develop humanity more than any other system, 
says Kofman. Capitalism is “the most effective promotion of peace 
and prosperity – and the worst affl iction of our age is that nobody 
knows this,” he told the Australian Financial Review (21-11-2012).

It would be easy to treat him as a joke. Wars are endemic to 
capitalism and the prosperity it generates are for the one percent. 
But Kofman is a consultant to some of the largest corporations in-
cluding Google, Shell, Microsoft, Novartis, Unilever, GE, Facebook, 
Citi, Vodaphone, Yahoo!, General Motors, AMP and AXA, to name 
a few. He provides inhouse leadership training, assisting them 
to change their workplace culture, clean up their image and sell 
themselves as ethical capitalists.

Kofman has reworked the old “capitalism with a human face” 
line and added some training skills to change workplace culture, 
increase productivity and gain public acceptance of profi t gouging. 
“Many believe that it is necessary to sell out in order to succeed 
in business, or drop out in order to pursue a spiritual life. This is 
a false polarity. When business is conducted from a high level of 
consciousness, there is no tension between material and spiritual 
wealth,” says Kofman.

Pull the other leg! Has GE developed a conscience and turned 
ethical by halting its weapons production? Has Shell begun winding 
back production of fossil fuels and stopped destroying communities 
and polluting rivers, lands and oceans? Have Novartis and the 
other big pharmaceuticals lifted restrictive patents and reduced 
prices of their pharmaceuticals? Have the banks cut their fees? Are 
insurance companies willingly coughing up for claims following 
fl oods and bushfi res? When we can answer “yes” to some of those 
questions, it won’t be under capitalism.

So what is Kofman really teaching? He is telling capitalists to 
be conscious that they are capitalists and to be proud of what they 
are and not to hold back, not to fear public opinion. Just watch the 
bottom line. Masked by all the talk of ethics and spirituality, lies 
a sophisticated training program designed to change workplace 
culture. It appears his techniques are good if the feedback from 
one company is anything to go by: “Employees understood and 
embraced the strategy with unprecedented levels of commitment.” 
No prize for guessing productivity and profi ts increased.

Kofman is a capitalist, very much a conscious and successful 
capitalist – teaching business “how to build value [read profi t] 
through values”. Apart from the motivational skills he imparts, 
companies are encouraged to become involved in spiritual pro-
grams, demonstrating their values, assisting the third world 
communities they exploit – philanthropy by another name.

The “ethics” whitewash is a sign that capitalists are becoming 
concerned, even alarmed, at the growing number of people around 
the world who are questioning the system itself. Capitalism in its 
early days, as it replaced feudalism, led to many advances. But 
today it is past its use-by date, holding back the development of 
society and threatening the future of all humanity and the planet.

Readers of The Guardian will be 
saddened to hear that veteran 
trade unionist and Communist 
Rex Munn passed away in 
Adelaide last week following a 
battle with cancer. Rex showed 
decades-long commitment to his 
union, the Waterside Workers’ 
Federation (later known as the 
MUA) and was a renowned 
story-teller of the experiences of 
those years of tough struggles. 
His contribution to working class 
culture through his magnifi cent 
singing was simply outstanding. 
His steadfastness and warm 
comradeship will be missed by 
all who had the privilege to know 
him. The Communist Party 
has extended its sympathies to 
Marcia, Sally, May and the rest 
of his family. A memorial service 
will be held this Thursday, 
November 29, at 11am at the 
Waterside Workers’ Federation 
Hall in Nile Street in Port 
Adelaide followed by a wake at 
the Semaphore Workers Club 
at the corner of Dunn Street 
and the Esplanade, Semaphore. 
There will be a fuller obituary 
of Rex Munn in a future issue of 
The Guardian. 

Rex singing the Internationale 
during South Australia's 

celebration of 90 years of the 
communist movement in Australia. 

Vale Rex Munn

20 Years since Mabo
The facts on Native Title
Key developments

1) The Mabo decision was a 
watershed moment in Australia’s his-
tory. In a long-awaited decision the 
High Court rejected the doctrine of 
terra nullius and recognised the prior 
occupation and continuing connec-
tion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples to the land.

2) The Native Title Act was 
enacted in 1993. It attempted to clarify 
the legal position of landholders and 
the process for claiming, protecting 
and recognising native title in the 
courts. The Act was amended in 1998 
by the Howard government to provide 
security of tenure to non-Indigenous 
holders of pastoral leases and place 
further restrictions on native title.

3) Since then, the courts have 
lifted the bar to successful claims 
higher. In 2002, in the Yorta Yorta 
decision, the court ruled that the “tide 
of history” had “washed away” any 
real acknowledgement of traditional 
laws and any real observance of tra-
ditional customs by applicants. The 
decision adopted strict requirements 
of continuity of traditional laws and 
customs in order for native title claims 
to succeed.

4) Today, native title parties 
continue to make applications, reach 
agreements, and seek remedies to 
past injustice. The native title sys-
tem “lumbers on”, but is it fair or 
equitable?

The big picture
* Nearly 2,000 native title appli-

cations were fi led between 1994 and 
2011.

* As at June 30, 195 native title 
determinations had been made. Of 
these determinations:

- 69 found that native title exists 
in the entire determination area;

- 82 found that native title exists 
in parts of the determination area;

- 44 found that native title does 
not exist.

* Registered determinations of 
native title cover 1,158,876 sq km 
(15.1%) of the land mass of Australia.

* As at May 31 there were a total 
of 473 active native title applications 
still in the system.

Much has been 
achieved, but is the 
system fair?

Twenty years since Mabo the 
limitations of the native title system 
have become increasingly apparent.

The playing field is not 
level

The onus of proof on native title 
claimants places the responsibility 
on the party with fewer resources 
to prove continuous connection to 
country. This is an onerous burden. 
With native title chronically under-
resourced, the playing fi eld is grossly 
uneven.

The process is slow 
and complex

Native title litigation takes an 
average of seven years to resolve. 
The system is slow, complex and 
draining for many claimants. Many 

do not live to see the outcomes of 
the claims they initiated. As time 
passes, claimant groups are losing 
their Elders, the holders of much 
traditional knowledge.

Rights are vulnerable 
to extinguishment

While native title claimants face 
an enormous struggle to prove their 
continuing connection to country, it is 
often much easier for those opposing 
the claim to prove extinguishment of 
native title rights under law.

Rights are limited and 
preclude economic 
development

For those native title groups 
who are successful, their rights are 
limited. While native title rights can 
include possession, occupation, use 
and enjoyment of traditional country, 
they exclude the right to economic 
development of the land. This is keep-
ing many Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities in poverty.

It is time for reform to deliver a 
fair and equitable native title system.

Twenty years on, show your 
support today to realise the promise 
of Mabo.
Contact ANTaR – Justice, Rights 
and Respect for Australia’s First 
People 02 9280 0060. 
PO Box 77, Strawberry Hills, 
NSW, 2012
www.antar.org.au
Email: antar@antar.org.au 
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Two weeks ago a Sydney coroner 
condemned police who used their 
tasers on a young Brazilian visitor 
who later died. At 6am on March 
18, 21 year old student Roberto 
Laudisio Curti, who was halluci-
nating after having taken LSD, was 
pursued by eleven police offi cers 
through Sydney’s CBD for having 
stolen biscuits from a shop.

He died after fi ve of them caught 
him, sprayed him with capsicum spray 
(in excess of guidelines for duration 
and distance), and then pinned him 
down and tasered him 14 times, seven 
times in the most painful “drive stun” 
mode within just 51 seconds.

NSW coroner Mary Jerram 
accused the police of having an 
“ungoverned pack mentality ... with 
no idea of what the problem was, or 
what threat or crime was supposedly 
to be averted.” She described their 
actions as “reckless, careless, dan-
gerous, and excessively forceful ... 
an abuse of police powers ... “ She 
declared that Curti had posed a threat 
to no one and that “It’s impossible to 
believe he would have died but for the 
actions of the police”.

The fi ve offi cers involved have 
been referred for disciplinary and 
integrity investigations. Police guide-
lines, which acknowledge that tasers 
may cause injuries or death, are sup-
posed to provide restrictions on their 
use. However, during interviews the 
offi cers involved misinterpreted the 
guidelines, and one senior offi cer 
actually said he had never heard of 
them. Nevertheless he subsequently 
gained a promotion.

Ms Jerram’s fi ndings include 
reforming the guidelines (for the 19th 
time) and improving communications. 
However, she couldn’t refer individual 
offi cers to face charges because the 
autopsy could not identify a cause of 
death. Curti’s family is now investi-
gating the possibility of laying civil 
charges against the police, and even 
criminal charges under international 
law.

Another case involved an 
unnamed 14-year old Aboriginal 
boy from Kempsey on the NSW 
north coast. After being Involved in 
a fi ght he was chased to a caravan 
park, doused with capsicum spray 
and tasered twice despite being 
handcuffed and on his knees. The 
taser barbs were left in his back for 
half an hour.

The police taunted him while he 
appealed for mercy, cried out that 
he couldn’t breathe, and repeatedly 
called for his mother, who had died 
years ago.

He later pleaded guilty to affray, 
but denied resisting arrest, a charge 
which was later dropped because the 
police hadn’t advised him he was 
under arrest. A legal representative of 
the local Aboriginal community later 
said the boy’s treatment amounted to 
torture and would confi rm his hatred 
and mistrust of the police.

The treatment by Queensland 
police of a 39 year old man, Antonio 
Galeano, in June 2009 has also been 
condemned by Christine Clements, 
Queensland Deputy State Coroner. 
She found that his death was not 
caused directly by the tasers, but 
she noted that they resembled semi-
automatic weapons. The NSW police 
are also being sued by Phillip Bugeny, 
a Wilcannia man who was tasered 
while on his knees.

It’s not just 
the weapons

A single shock from a taser is 
agonisingly painful. They are vicious 
and highly dangerous weapons. A 
particularly disturbing aspect of their 
use was demonstrated in the Curti 
case, in which forensic experts were 
unable to formally identify the cause 
of death after the autopsy.

It seems that the police not only 
have a potentially deadly weapon 
they’re willing to use against members 
of the public who have committed no 
serious crime and pose no serious 
threat, but that the weapons also leave 
little or no evidence of their use on 
the victim, so it’s diffi cult for criminal 
charges to be laid against individual 
police offi cers who misuse them.

An even more disturbing aspect 
is the attitude of the offi cers wielding 
those weapons. Police are supposed 
to minimise the use of physical force 
when pursuing a suspect. However, 
in the cases in question, it seems that 
the police despised the individuals 
they were pursuing, and intended to 
infl ict an “on the spot” punishment, 
even though the crimes involved were 
minor and unproven. This mindset 
seems to apply to children as well 
as adults.

The extreme brutality of the 
police and their disregard for the 
wellbeing or rights of the taser victims 
in the above cases is reminiscent of a 
fascist police state. The responsibility 
for the tragedies described here is not 
limited to the offi cers concerned; their 
violent approach is likely to permeate 
the highest levels of the police service, 
and the government.

The NSW Police Commissioner 
Andrew Scipione defended the police 
treatment of the boy, even though 
CCTV footage showed him cowering, 

shocked, handcuffed and kneeling. 
Scipione said: “I don’t want to be 
dismissive, but a 14-year old boy can 
be twice as thick and stocky as many 
small adults ... If you need to use a 
taser, that’s a call that’s made by the 
offi cer at the time.”

Mike Daley, NSW Labor opposi-
tion MP and former Police Minister 
who introduced the tasers in 2009, has 
defended their use as an alternative to 
guns. “There’s no coming back from 
someone shooting you with a nine 
millimetre”. 

However, just like guns, tasers 
are proving to be a deadly weapon. 
Since their introduction to Australia 
in 2009 their use has resulted in two 
deaths, and according to Amnesty 
International at least 500 victims have 
died in the US since 2001. Moreover, 
it’s possible that the lack of physical 
evidence of their use on victims will 
actually serve as an enticement to 
overuse, and that their ability to infl ict 
agonising pain will particularly appeal 
to sadistic offi cers.

There have been calls for the 
use of tasers to be limited, but the 
evidence indicates that these vicious 
weapons should actually be with-
drawn from service. Surely a better 
solution lies in training police so 
they’re able to distinguish between 
persons who really do pose a threat 
to public safety and those who don’t, 
and are aware of appropriate and 
humane methods of dealing with such 
situations. That way they could better 
fulfi l their role as protectors of public 
well-being and safety. 

Australia

Taser attacks condemned

Roberto Laudisio Curti.

Pete’s Corner

Victorian law to 
abolish elected staff 
and student positions 
on uni councils
Legislation introduced into the 
Victorian parliament will abol-
ish elected staff and student 
representatives from university 
councils, denying students and 
staff their voice and reducing the 
accountability and transparency 
of university boards, according to 
Greens Education spokesperson, 
Sue Pennicuik MLC.

“The Education Legislation 
Amendment (Governance) Bill 
2012 allows for staff and student 
appointments to be based on the 
possession of ‘relevant expertise,’ 
eliminating the crucial role of staff 
and student representatives in advo-
cating for the interests of staff and 
students,” Ms Pennicuik said.

It makes it much easier for uni-
versity administrations to sack staff, 
fi ght wages’ claims, shut down 
programs or raise fees if there is not 
a voice to challenge such moves on 
the Council.

Not only is the role of student 
and staff representatives important 
because of their input, it is also 
vital if students and staff are to 
know what the Council is up to. 

Universities, despite increasingly 
behaving like private corporations, 
are public institutions and these 
representatives play an important 
role in ensuring accountability.

“It is unnecessary, undemo-
cratic and counter-productive,” Ms 
Pennicuik said. “It’s been a long-
standing practice to include elected 
staff and student representatives on 
university and TAFE boards and it 
has worked well.” 

The Higher Education Minister, 
Peter Hall, claims that there was 
extensive consultation with terti-
ary education institutions, but 
according to the National Tertiary 
Education Union there has not been 
any consultation.

“University councils must 
continue to include elected staff 
and student representatives who 
are involved in university deci-
sion-making and the government 
should withdraw the legislation,” 
Ms Pennicuik said. “The Greens 
are concerned to see universities 
becoming increasingly corporate 
and commercial in their focus.” 

DO YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SAY?

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Why was there a revolution in Russia in 
1917? It was not just the result of the rav-
ages of the First World War. For the poor 
in Russia, which was the great majority 
of the people, life was already intolerable 
before the country went to war.

In 1906, just after the first Russian 
Revolution of 1905, three million Russians 
were suffering from malaria. In that year 
infectious diseases carried off almost 800,000 
people. About fi ve and a half million babies 
born in 1906 were in poor families, living in 
dark, overcrowded “houses” that were little 
more than hovels. Millions died in infancy.

Consider this statistic: at the time of the 
revolution in 1917, three million of the seven 
million children born in 1906 had already 
died – of smallpox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, 
typhus, dysentery, tuberculosis, and lack of 
medical care in cases of accidents and injuries.

The World War – a trade war between 
empires for a redistribution of colonies 
and markets – brought added misery to the 
Russian people. Poorly armed and commanded 
by offi cers who owed their rank to their 
aristocratic lineage and not to their military 
ability, the Russian armies suffered enormous 
losses. Tsarist offi cers held their soldiers in 
contempt and would order them fl ogged or 
even shot for displaying insuffi cient “respect” 
to their offi cers.

As the war dragged on, conscripted 
soldiers simply began to walk away from the 
front to return to their villages to help get the 
harvest in so their families would not starve. 
Or in many cases to make the journey to the 
capital Petrograd to demand an end to the 
war and to seek help from the Tsar and the 
government to ease the plight of the people.

 Although it started later than in England, 
the real power behind the throne in Tsarist 
Russia was the rising capitalist class. 
When the popular discontent became so 
strong that it threatened to bring down the 
whole ruling class, the capitalist element 
took the opportunity to oust the remnants 
of feudalism and install in their stead a 
“bourgeois democratic” government that would 
represent the interests of Russian and foreign 
imperialism. This same manoeuvre has been 
used since in many countries from Spain to 
South East Asia to the Himalayas.

The Bolsheviks however were not to be 
fooled with token changes, and they rejected 
capitalism’s Provisional Government. Instead 
they went ahead with their preparations for 
a real Revolution. On November 7, 1917 
(October 26 under the antiquated calendar still 
in use in Russia at the time) they arrested the 
Provisional Government and took over the 
running of the state.

Earth shattering
Bourgeois historians tend to regard the 

October Revolution as merely a Russian 
phenomenon, a revolution within the 
boundaries of the former Russian Empire, but 
that is much too narrow. In fact, the October 
Revolution was an earth-shattering event of 
an unprecedented international signifi cance. 
All revolutions hitherto had merely replaced 
one exploiting class by another, as each new 
exploiting class pushed its way to the top of 
the heap while assuring the exploited people 
beneath it that its ascendency would help them 
to achieve their longed for freedom.

The October Revolution, on the other 
hand, was aimed at the ending of all 
exploitation of one person by another, of one 
class by another and of one nation by another. 
As such it ushered in a new era, the era of 
proletarian revolutions.

Not only did it shake imperialism to 
its foundations in its heartland, the centres 
of capitalism, but it struck deadly blows at 
its periphery, at imperialist domination and 
control of colonial and dependent countries. 

It not only accomplished the liberation of 
colonial people in the vast Russian empire, 
but it kick-started the liberation of colonial 
people in empires around the world.

It is instructive to compare the situation 
of colonial people in Russia ten years after 
the Revolution with that of colonial people 
in India, also in 1927. In India, the so-called 
“jewel of the British Empire”, after 200 years 
of British colonial rule, barely 7 percent of 
the population was literate, fewer than 5 
percent had the right to vote (for mutilated 
“representative” institutions) and the majority 
lived a precarious semi-starved, poverty-
stricken existence. By contrast, the people of 
the east within the USSR in 1927 had attained 
freedom from subjection, illiteracy and hunger.

Capitalism, strive as it might, could 
never regain the equilibrium and stability. 
it enjoyed before the October Revolution, 
because that Revolution ushered in the era of 
the general crisis of capitalism itself, whereby 
revolutionary eruptions must inevitably break 
out, now in the heartlands of imperialism, now 
in its periphery, bringing closer its ultimate 
downfall.

When the Berlin Wall came down, 
followed not long afterwards by the overthrow 
of socialism in the USSR, the result of more 
than three decades of revisionism, departure 
from and distortion of Marxism-Leninism in 
the fi elds of political economy, philosophy 
and class struggle, within the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, the ideologues of 
imperialism came forth with the astonishing 
assertion that history was at an end. There 
would be no room for class struggle 
henceforth nor ideological struggle, only 
“the endless solving of technical problems” 
and the satisfaction of “consumer demands”. 
Capitalism claimed it had “won” and that 
nations now had only one choice: to join the 
market economy.

This was but another attempt by capitalism 
to convince the people that they could not 
get rid of the system of exploitation. But the 
people can see every day that this is nonsense. 
It is no secret that the cost of overcoming 
poverty and providing essential social services 
in the undeveloped countries would be no more 
than $80 billion a year – less than ten percent 
of global annual military expenditure.

Extracting profits
But then, capitalism would not be 

capitalism if it acted on this. The aim of 
capitalist production is not to minister to 
human wants but to produce profi ts. Capital, 
says Marx, has “one single life impulse” – to 
extract maximum profi t. In the heartland of 
capitalism itself, the USA, as the billionaires 
watch their investments grow, tens of millions 
of Americans are stuck at or sinking below the 
absurdly low “poverty line” of $13,000 a year 
for a family of three.

It is abundantly clear that capitalism as a 
system is rotten to the core. However, it will 
not fall by itself: the working class must get 
rid of it, for the good of all humanity.

No matter how often our banner falls, we 
shall pick it up again and hold it aloft once 
more. Humanity will not put up with the lot 
assigned to it by imperialism; it will break its 
chains, for there is no other way for it.

By way of greeting the anniversary of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution and by way 
of calling for the victory of the proletarian 
revolution all over the world, let us close with 
the following words of Lenin:

“Only a proletarian socialist revolution can 
lead humanity out of the deadlock created by 
imperialism and imperialist wars. No matter 
what diffi culties the revolution may encounter, 
and in spite of temporary setbacks or waves 
of counter-revolution, the fi nal victory of the 
proletariat is inevitable.” (Lenin, April-May 
1917). 

Holding the banner high
Celebrating the Great October Revolution

“Long live the fi fth anniversary of the Great Proletarian Revolution.”

This month the Sydney Central Branch held a function to mark the 1917 
Russian Revolution. The following speech was given by Central Branch 
secretary Rob Gowland.

A 1920 poster: “What the October Revolution gave the workers and peasant women”.

Child Daycare

Worker‘s Club

Cafeterias

Libraries

School for adults
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Each day nearly one in every 200 
Australians is homeless, without 
safe, secure or affordable housing. 
Last year, 105,000 Australians 
experienced homelessness. One in 
every 154 Australians sought help 
from a homeless assistance service 
and one in every 39 children aged 
under four slept in a homeless 
service. Twenty-three percent of 
Australia’s homeless are children 
– almost one in four homeless 
people is under 18. Of every 42 
Australian children under four, 
one has experienced homelessness. 
Every day, half the people who 
request immediate accommodation 
from the homeless service system 
are turned away.

Two in every three children who 
need support are also turned away, 
as are almost 80 percent of families.

Australia’s homeless 
service system

Since 1985, the federal, state 
and territory governments have 
funded Australia’s homeless serv-
ice system through the Supported 
Accommodation Assistance Program 
(SAAP).

There are 1,300 homeless assist-
ance services across Australia. Each 
year the homeless service system 
provides almost three million nights of 
accommodation. Homeless assistance 
services provide crisis and longer-
term accommodation, assistance with 
living skills and fi nancial manage-
ment, counselling and advocacy.

Specialist services work with 
specifi c groups of people (for instance 
young people or women escaping 
domestic violence). Agencies often 
work in partnership with other 
services to provide services includ-
ing outreach and early intervention 
programs, advocacy, legal advice, 
medical services and meals.

Homeless assistance services are 
under increasing fi nancial pressure as 
a result of higher levels of demand, 
insurance premiums, wage indexa-
tion and reporting requirements. 
As a result, agencies are forced to 
restructure to minimise staffi ng costs 
and lose skilled, experienced workers. 
Homelessness Australia estimates that 
maintaining services at existing level 
costs at least 15 percent more per year.

Average annual funding increases 
from the federal government remain 
well below this level.

Counting Australia’s 
Homeless population

The Australian Bureau of 
Statistics makes a special effort to 
include homeless Australians in the 
Census.

In 2001 and 2006 the Census 
indicated that on any given night at 
least 105,000 Australians are home-
less. The Census also tells us where 
homeless Australians are staying. 
Approximately:
• 44% are staying temporarily with 

relatives and friends,
• 20% percent are living in 

boarding housings and other 
temporary accommodation,

• 18% percent are sleeping rough 
on the streets of our cities and 
towns,

• 18% percent fi nd a bed in the 
homeless service system.

Causes of 
homelessness

Homelessness can be caused by 
poverty, unemployment and by a 
critical shortage of affordable housing. 
Domestic violence is the single largest 
cause of homelessness in Australia. 
Homelessness can also be triggered 
by family breakdown, mental illness, 
sexual assault, addiction, fi nancial dif-
fi culty, gambling and social isolation.

One in every two women with 
children in the homeless service 
system is escaping domestic violence. 
Twenty-two percent of all people 
seeking help from assistance services 
say their homelessness is caused by 
domestic violence. Family breakdown 
is one of the primary reasons young 
men and women seek support from 
homeless assistance services.

Many men who stay in homeless 
assistance services seek support due 
to fi nancial diffi culty, mental illness 
and/or drug and alcohol use. Couples 
with children are most often in the 
homeless service system because 
of eviction and fi nancial diffi culty. 
Children who experience homeless-
ness are more likely to become home-
less as adults and raise families who, 
in turn, may also become homeless.

The impact of 
homelessness

Homelessness results in social 
and economic costs to individu-
als, families, communities and our 

nation. Homelessness forces people 
away from their family, friends 
and communities. It makes it dif-
ficult to maintain school or further 
study, and leaves people vulner-
able to long-term unemployment 
and chronic ill-health. Homeless 
Australians are often excluded 
from participation in the social, 
recreational, cultural and economic 
life of our communities.

Homelessness means that 
every day almost one in every 200 
Australians live without their most 
fundamental human rights.

What needs to 
happen?
1. A holistic, comprehensive 

national action plan to prevent 
and respond to homelessness in 
Australia.

2. Realistic and sustainable 
funding models for homeless 
assistance services.

3. Children need to be recognised 
as users of homeless assistance 
services in their own right, and 
services funded accordingly to 
provide appropriate care and 
support for minors.
The supply of low cost public 

housing needs to be increased.
www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au 

Homelessness in Australia

A free ebook
Bernadette Smith

I have recently published an inde-
pendent electronic book of documen-
tary photographs of Newcastle called 
The Unoffi cial Guide to Newcastle 
– Street Photographs of Newcastle, 
Australia.

I am providing this ebook free for 
a limited period over Xmas for people 
to download a copy for ipod or ipad. 
I have been photographing Newcastle 
streets for a number of years and many 
of these photos have been collected by 
the Mitchell library. 

These photographs show a side 
of Newcastle that is absent from the 
tourist guides and offi cial histories. 
The book shows the faded glory of 
Hunter Street, the colourful youth car 
culture found along the foreshore and 
working class pride that still survives. 
Revealing the cultural geography of an 
Australian coastal town in transition 
this book shows an authentic view of 
Newcastle from the streets.
store.blurb.com/ebooks/67408-the-unoffi cial-guide-
to-newcastle 

United Voice, the union representing cleaners in public schools 
across NSW, has launched a campaign to protest against cuts to 
cleaning budgets. The NSW government proposes yearly cuts in 
the budget until at least 2016. Cleaners say this will leave schools 
unhygienic and dangerous for students and civic activities.

The “Go Home on Time” day on November 21 was a time-
ly reminder that each year Australians work more than 2 billion 
hours of unpaid overtime; that is the equivalent of a $72 bil-
lion gift to employers! Australians are now working three 
times more hours of unpaid overtime than they volunteer to 
community organisations; time with family, physical exer-
cise and healthy meals are common casualties of overwork.

Australian car makers and car dealers have overstated the health 
of their industry by creating a ghost fl eet of up to 16,000 vehi-
cles that are counted as new car sales but in fact sit idle before 
being sold into the used car market. New-car sales are seen 
as a barometer for consumer and business confi dence. When 
importers and dealers pre-register new cars through holding 
companies and subsidiaries they are counted in the offi cial data 
as being sold. This is called “tactical registration” and is used by 
dealers and importers to meet sales and volume targets. This 
practice has hammered used-car prices and artifi cially infl ated 
data collated by the Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries.

A prominent Sydney barrister and senior counsel at St John’s 
College has apologised to an Aboriginal student over remarks 
he made at an offi cial college dinner when he stood before 250 
staff, students and guests and paid tribute to the “traditional cus-
todians of this place” whom he said were “Benedictines who 
came from the great English nation”. The comment was made 
in front of several Aboriginal students. One of them lodged a for-
mal complaint. The elite college has been in the news in relation 
to arcane and degrading initiation ceremonies which resulted 
in the hospital treatment of a student. Wide-spread vandalism, 
furniture set on fi re and faeces routinely left in common rooms 
seems to be the normal behaviour for the college students. 

The Philippines has one of Asia’s fastest growing populations 
with millions living in chronic poverty. The population is said to 
be 100 million and there are reportedly 16 million malnour-
ished children. The government has proposed some measures 
to deal with the problem of chronic poverty. One of them is the 
introduction of a reproductive health bill that aims to give poor 
couples free access to family planning methods, including con-
traceptives and condoms, and will require schools to teach sex 
education. But the Catholic Bishops Conference has vowed 
to oppose the bill. Some priests have even branded the sup-
port for the bill a “serious sin” punishable with excommunication.At the May Day march.
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Looking for some gift ideas or just 
thinking about catching up with 
some reading over the summer 
break? Then why not shop where 
your money counts, rather than 
feed the troughs of the multina-
tionals! The Communist Party of 
Australia has a range of T-shirts, 
DVDs and books, including 
Marxist-Leninist classics, working 
class struggles, the environment, 
women’s issues and cultural works.

T-shirts always make popular 
and practical gifts. “Improve your 
Marx” (white shirt with black text) 
and Che Guevara (red or white with 
black graphic) are popular with stu-
dents. “We are the 99%” takes up 
the Occupy Movement theme (white 
with black text). If you are looking 
for something very Australian, the 
classic white on blue Eureka T-shirt 
is a winner.

On a more classic, revolution-
ary theme, you cannot go past the 
Lenin T-shirt (red or white with 
black graphic) or the CPA’s own red 
T-shirt with a small yellow logo which 
includes the hammer and sickle and 
Southern Cross stars.

Australian books
Eureka and Beyond: Monty 

Miller his own story is a fi rst-hand 
account of one of Australia’s most 
historic events written in a colourful 
and entertaining style. You won’t be 
able to put it down until the end. At 
a young age Monty Miller fought and 
was wounded in the Eureka Stockade 
in 1854. At 85 he was sentenced to 
six months hard labour for his leader-
ship in the anti-conscription struggles 
in 1917.

As well as Monty’s own descrip-
tion of the Eureka Stockade, the book 
contains extracts from “Labour’s 
Road to Freedom” with an introduc-
tion by Katharine Susannah Throssell 
(Pritchard). There is an introduction 
by Vic Williams along with his poem 
“Are You Ready Monty Miller?”

Slipped Through the Net – The 
story of Melrose Desmond Donley by 
Elly Inta tells the story of a ward of 
state who was taken from his mother 
at the age of six months. Des was in 
and out of foster homes and then on to 
the harsh realities of a Salvation Army 
Orphanage. At 15 he was farmed out 
to a family as virtual slave labour, 
working from 3.30 in the morning 
until 9 at night, sleeping in a shed 
with a prickly straw pillow.

Only at the age of 18 did he end 
his isolation, entered the paid work-
force, found girls, dancing, music and 
had a few drinks. He became a union 
delegate, joined the Communist Party 
and spent a life fi ghting for others. 
The fair skinned Des was in his 60s 
when he learnt of his Aboriginality. 
Up until his death at 95, he was still 
fi ghting for his stolen wages.

Women
Women, Race & Class by the 

Black American activist Angela Davis 
provides an excellent insight into the 

links between women’s issues, racism 
and the class struggle. It contains a 
fascinating historical background 
on slavery and the emancipation 
struggle of Black women in the US, 
Communist women and women’s 
rights. It is an extremely interesting 
book on women’s issues.

Also worth consideration is 
another Angela Davis book, Women 
Culture & Politics, which is a col-
lection of her speeches and writings 
during the 1980s addressing political 
and social changes for racial, sexual 
and economic equality.

Environment
How often do you hear claims that 

Marxism is irrelevant to environmental 
issues! Red Roots, Green Shoots by 
Virginia Brodine puts a lie to this claim 
with her Marxist approach to saving 
the planet. The fi rst part of the book 
contains a collection of writings from 
newspaper columns, articles from 
the US Communist Party’s People’s 
Weekly World and speeches. Part II of 
the book is the text of a second edition 
of People and Nature Before Profi ts.

The author recognises the impor-
tant role that workers have to play 
on the job and in their communities 
to protect life on our planet, end the 
threat of nuclear destruction, and 
create a socialist economic system 
that does away with the profi t motive 
that a very few gain from and pollutes 
the planet.

For another publication, outlining 
a Marxist approach to climate change, 
read Hot Earth, which was published 
by the CPA in 2011. Hot Earth puts 
the case for planning and regulation 
to deal with the climate crisis.

Capitalism
Can Capitalism Last? A Marxist 

Update by Daniel Rubin could hardly 
be more topical. The book seeks to 
show why the infl uence of Marxism 
and socialism is growing and what 
value they have for the working peo-
ple and the struggle for a better life. 
It brings together the major subjects 
of Marxism while dealing with con-
temporary developments such as the 
Soviet Union, Cuba and China. It was 
written before the most recent changes 
in the Middle East and Europe but is 
nonetheless very relevant.

The chapters cover the social 
ills of our time; political economy 
of capitalism; historical materialism; 
socialism and communism; getting 
there from here; Marxist methodol-
ogy; and organisations necessary for 
winning progress and socialism.

Turning to the classics, what else 
could be more relevant today as the 
US prepares for new wars, than On 
Imperialism and Imperialists. This 
volume contains 20 pieces includ-
ing selections from “Imperialism, 
the Highest Stage of Capitalism” 
and “Socialism and War”; several 
speeches; “The Growth of Capitalist 
Wealth”; and much more. The defi ni-
tion and analysis of imperialism in 
“Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 

Capitalism” stands as true today as 
it did when fi rst published in 1916.

Lenin’s “Left-wing” Com-
munism, an Infantile Disorder 
is another classic text. It takes up 
important questions such as whether 
revolutionaries should work in reac-
tionary trade unions, participate in 
bourgeois parliaments, use legal or 
illegal methods of struggle and other 
important aspects of putting Marxism 
into practice. “Our theory is not a 
dogma, but a guide to action said 
Marx and Engels.”

Questions are often asked about 
the difference between the Communist 
Party and social democrat parties. 
Lenin’s What is to be Done? analyses 
the organisational principles of and 
the tasks facing a revolutionary party 
and the differences between it and a 
party of social reform, and struggles 
based on economism. Another very 
relevant text for today’s struggles.

One of the most popular capitalist 
myths is: “wage increases only cause 
prices to rise”. How do you counter 
this claim and the many other myths 
about the relationship between wages, 
prices and profi t and the value of 
labour. Wage-Labour and Capital 
and Value Price and Profi t are very 
easy to read introductions to some of 
the most burning issues for workers to 
the study of political economy.

Mark Twain is well known for his 
humorous writings. There is a cloak 
of silence surrounding his political 
works. King Leopold’s Soliloquy, 
which was written in support of the 
people of the Congo, is not to be 
found in the standard collected works.

It is a biting satire fi red with the 
hate of injustice, a historic exposé 
of imperialism. It roused the world 
to the horrors of the brutal crimes of 
colonisation in the Congo in the early 
20th century.

Mark Twain took seriously the 
writer’s duty to be the conscience of 
his time. He travelled widely, “I am 
an anti-imperialist,” he told the press, 
in 1900. “I am opposed to having 
the eagle put his talons on any other 
land.” The book is certainly fi ts the 
description, “the conscience of his 
time”.

An Illustrated History of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution: 
1917 Month by Month is exactly what 
its title suggests. This hardcover book 
offers almost 400 pages of historic 
photos and text, month by month 
throughout the year 1917. There are 
many classic photos and others that 
are not so familiar. The text gives a 
blow by blow description of develop-
ments. It is a book that can be read 
from cover to cover or just picked 
up to study the photos and sections 
of the text.

Revolutionaries
They Shall Not Pass – The 

Autobiography of La Pasionaria is a 
most powerful and moving account of 
the Spanish Civil War by an outstand-
ing, courageous revolutionary who 
was always at the side of workers 

Holiday reading and gift ideas – T

All t-shirts are $25 (including postage within 
Australia) and come in sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL 
and XXXL, except for “We are the 99%” which 

only come in sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL.

Marx t-shirt 
available in white.

Party’s t-shirt 
available in red.

Eureka t-shirt 
available in blue.

Lenin t-shirt 
available in grey an

Hot Earth 
(CPA 2011) 

Free 
with 
any 
order
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and peasants. It tells the story of the 
people, the poor and exploited, their 
exploiters including Rio Tinto and 
their struggle to build a future of 
peace and democracy.

In writing the book, Dolores 
Ibaruri set out to “offer written testi-
mony to the traditions of struggle of 
the Spanish people, and to set forth 
the truth about our war in answer to 
the lies of reactionary propaganda 
of yesterday and today.” Apart from 
being an important historical record, 
the book gives a valuable insight into 
capitalism and a form of response to 
progressive and democratic resistance, 
resorted to in particular during times 
of economic crisis.

Perhaps less well known is 
the former African leader, Kwame 
Nkrumah. He was a farsighted African 
leader with a world outlook and con-
cept of African unity and development 
along socialist lines. He occupies a 
special place in the history of the 
African continent’s national liberation 
struggles during the 1950s and ‘60s, 
when African nations gained their 
political independence from their 
Western colonisers.

Nkrumah recognised that the 
struggles in Africa were part of the 
global anti-imperialist movement. 
Known as the “Father of the Nation”, 
Nkrumah died in exile, having been 
previously deposed in a reactionary 
coup. He left an extensive theoretical 
legacy. This study of Nkrumah’s life, 
Kwame Nkrumah and work explains 
his contribution to Ghana’s independ-
ence and development, including 
errors and miscalculations.

In Ernesto Che Guevara, I 
Lavretsky tells the story of the 
young Argentinean medical student 
who became a great revolutionary 
fi ghter for the liberation of the Latin 
American peoples. The author draws 
on numerous documents, press items, 
and notes of personal conversations 
with friends, relatives and comrades-
in-arms of Che.

There is a wealth of photos, 
including a number taken in Moscow 
and Leningrad. The book gives 
great insight into many of the prob-
lems faced by Cuba following the 
revolution when Che was Minister 
of Industry and in the leadership of 
the Communist Party. It deals with 
relations with the former Soviet 
Union and takes the reader through 
to Che’s murder in Bolivia in 1967 
when leading a guerrilla unit fi ghting 
for national liberation.

It would go well as a present 
along with a Che T-shirt.

Economic crisis
The Global Economic Crisis 

– The Great Depression of the 
XXI Century edited by Michel 
Chossudovsky and Andres Gavin, 
is a compilation of articles by 16 
researchers, analysts, authors and 
others on the left. The book is divided 
into fi ve parts: “The Global Economic 
Crisis; Global Poverty; War, National 
Security and World Government; The 

Global Monetary System; and The 
Shadow Banking System”.

The book is rich with detailed 
information that digs beneath the 
surface and exposes the lies and dis-
tortions of the media, politicians and 
bourgeois economists. The language 
is very accessible, technical terms 
are explained clearly. Links are made 
between the economic, political, 
military and social developments. It 
exposes the myth of economic recov-
ery, who was behind the crisis, who 
benefi ts and the horrendous impact it 
has had on millions of people around 
the world.

It is a must read for political activ-
ists, trade unionists, peace activists 
and anyone else wishing to learn more 
about the global economic crisis and 
21st century imperialism.

Australian poetry
Harvest Time and other poems 

is a collection by well known com-
munist poet Vic William. It includes 
“Harvest Time”, “Three Golden 
Giants”, “Forgotten Men”, “Speak for 
US”, “I Will Make a Bowl”, “Salute 
to the Cubans”, “Pablo Neruda”, and 
“My Baby Cries”.

Williams’s poems reflect the 
struggles and aspirations of the 
working class. They deal with work, 
drought, economic crisis, war, interna-
tionalism, history, love and they offer 
hope and solutions. They are great 
working class poems, full of passion, 
strong imagery and confi dence in the 
working class. A must on every book-
shelf and a great present for anyone 
interested in Australian literature or 
who just loves good poetry.

Socialism
There is no end of interest in 

Cuba. Cuba - Beyond Our Dreams, 
by Silvia Martínez Puentes gives 
a comprehensive overview of the 
development of the Cuban socialist 
revolution. The publication of the 
book in 2005 was sponsored by the 
CFMEU in solidarity with the Cuban 
Federation of Workers (CTC).

The book starts with the 
Revolution and an examination of its 
fi rst three decades. It covers a range 
of topics including the trade union 
movement, international solidarity 
and mass participation in the taking 
of decisions. There are chapters on 
science, employment, social security, 
health, education, culture, sports, 
women, the electoral system, human 
rights, the US’s illegal blockade and 
much more.

But the book is not just facts and 
fi gures; it raises important questions 
about the development of socialism, 
the battle of ideas and the involvement 
of the people in the defence of the 
Revolution. Culture, for example, is 
treated as an expression of sovereign-
ty. It deals with the lies and aggression 
of the enemy and the changes taking 
place in Latin America.

No revolutionary’s bookshelf 
is complete without the Communist 
Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich 

Engels. The Manifesto is one of three 
pieces in Manifesto – Three classic 
essays on how to change the world. 
The two historic essays are Reform 
or Revolution by Rosa Luxemburg 
and Socialism and Man in Cuba by 
Ernesto Che Guevara. There is also 
a preface by Adrienne Rich on Karl 
Marx, Rosa Luxemburg and Che 
Guevara followed by an introduction 
from Armando Hart.

DVDs
The Guardian is offering a very 

special DVD – Interview with Peter 
Symon. The interview with the 
former General Secretary of the CPA 
and great ideologue, Peter Symon, 
was recorded in Sydney in 1994 by 
Avante Media Australia. It covers a 
range of topics, including domestic 
and international politics, the role of 
the Party, trade unions and runs for 
95 minutes. Proceeds of this DVD go 
to The Guardian Press Fund.

Anyone interested in develop-
ments in Venezuela cannot go past 
5 Factories – Workers Control in 
Venezuela. In this fi lm on political and 
social change in Venezuela, Azzellini 
and Ressler focus on the industrial 
sector. The changes in Venezuela’s 
productive sphere are demonstrated 
by developments within fi ve large 
companies in various regions: a textile 
company, aluminium works, a tomato 
factory, a cocoa factory, and a paper 
factory. In all, the workers are strug-
gling for different forms of co- or 
self-management supported by loans 
from the government.

Hugo Chávez and the new Latin 
America is the title of another DVD 
featuring an interview with Hugo 
Chávez by Aleida Guevara. The 
interview is conducted in Spanish 
with English subtitles.

Battleship Potemkin is consid-
ered one of the most important and 
infl uential fi lms of all time, as well as 
possibly Sergei Eisenstein’s greatest 
work. It tells the story of the mutiny 
on the Russian ship Prince Potemkin 
during the 1905 uprising against the 
Tsarist regime. Its revolutionary zeal 
led to it being banned in many coun-
tries, particularly fascist Germany, 
Italy and Spain, and even Britain up 
until 1954!

The fi lm brought Eisenstein’s 
theories of cinema art to the world 
in a powerful showcase; his emphasis 
on montage, his stress of intellec-
tual contact, and his treatment of the 
mass instead of the individual as the 
protagonist. The DVD also includes 
another of Eisenstein’s fi lms, The 
General Line.

There are many more books 
and DVDs, which can be found on 
the CPA website, cpa@cpa.org.au. Just 
look down the left hand column to 
“Shop@CPA” and follow the links.

The best present of course is a 
subscription to the The Guardian. And 
while you’re in the mood for giving, 
don’t forget the Press Fund!

Cheers.
Tom Pearson 
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The editor’s selection Books
Eureka and Beyond Monty Miller his own story
$21  Paper back –110 pages edited by Vic Williams

Slipped Through the Net – The story of Melrose Desmond Donley
$26  Paper back 158 pages by Elly Inta

Women, Race & Class
$28  Paper back – 271 pages by Angela Davis,  Vintage Books, 1983

Women, Culture & Politics
$28 Paper back – 238 pages by Angela Davis, Vintage Books, 1990

Red Roots, Green Shoots
$19  Paper back – 168 pages by Virginia Brodine,  International Publishers, 2007

Can Capitalism Last? A Marxist Update
$20  Paper back – 197 pages by Daniel Rubin, International Publishers, 2010

On Imperialism and Imperialists
$8  Paper back – 174 pages by VI Lenin, Progress Publishers

“Left-wing” Communism, an Infantile Disorder
$8  Paper back – 144 pages by VI Lenin, Progress Publishers

What is to be Done?
$10  Paper back – 206 pages by VI Lenin, Progress Publishers

Wage-Labour and Capital & Value Price and Profi t 
$15  Booklet – 62 pages by Marx, International Publishers NY 

King Leopold’s Soliloquy
$8.50  Paper back – 95 pages by Mark Twain International Publishers, NY

An Illustrated History of the Great October Socialist Revolution
$30  Hard cover – 399 pages by Albert Nenarokov, Progress Publishers

They Shall Not Pass – The Autobiography of La Pasionaria
$21  Paper back – 351 pages by Dolores Ibarruri, International Publishers, 2005

Kwame Nkrumah
$16  Paper back – 180 pages by Yuri Smertin,  International Publishers, 2002

Ernesto Che Guevara
$19  Hard cover – 311 pages by I Lavretsky, Progress Publishers

The Global Economic Crisis – The Great Depression of the XXI 
Century
$31  Paper back– 306 pages Editors: Michel Chossudovsky and Andres Gavin Marshall Publisher: Global 
Research, 2010

Harvest Time and other poems
$21  Paper back – 81 pages by Vic Williams

Cuba – Beyond Our Dreams
$24  Paper back – 422 pages by Silvia, Martínez Puentes

Manifesto – Three classic essays on how to change the world
$29  Paper back – 173 pages by Che Guevara, Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Ocean Press

DVDs
Interview with Peter Symon $25

Hugo Chávez and the new Latin America $10

5 Factories – Workers Control in Venezuela $10

Battleship Potemkin & The General Line $20

T-shirts 
$25 each. See separate box for design and sizes

How to make your order

email: shop@cpa.org.au
phone: 02 9699 8844  fax: 02 9699 9833
postal: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills NSW 2010
Website: cpa@cpa.org.au and go to Shop@CPA
All prices include postage & packaging (p&p) within Australia. For 
overseas orders, please inquire fi rst for price including international 
postage. Make all cheques and postal orders out to “CPA”. For 
credit cards: provide name-of-card-holder, card-type, card-number, 
and expiry-date. Please do not forget to include your address and 
phone number. For Paypal, our address is accounts@cpa.org.au 
and provide your name. Minimum credit card payment is $20.nd red.

“We are the 99%” t-shirt 
available in white.

Che t-shirt 
available in red and white.



8 The Guardian
November 28 2012International

Lyuba Lulko

In an anticipation of the with-
drawal of Western troops from 
Afghanistan, Russia has strength-
ened its activity in Afghanistan. 
Hamid Karzai’s government is 
ready to cooperate. Karzai gave 
orders to build a Russian Cultural 
Centre in Kabul. Ordinary 
Afghans support the return of 
the Russian Federation too. Will 
the current government fi nd a 
compromise with the Taliban? The 
answer to this question means a 
lot indeed.

It is obvious that Moscow’s inter-
est after the withdrawal of NATO 
troops from Afghanistan, scheduled 
for 2014, will increase dramatically. 
This country has always been in the 
zone of Soviet and Russian interests. 
For example, on March 17, 1919, the 
government of the Russian Federation 
was the fi rst of all other states to have 
offi cially recognised the independence 
and sovereignty of Afghanistan.

In the 20th century, the Soviet 
Union managed to become one of 
the most important foreign partners 
of the country. In 1979, the Soviet 
Union deployed its contingent in 
Afghanistan at the request of the 
Afghan government to prevent a 
civil war, but became embroiled in a 
festering confl ict. After the withdrawal 
of Soviet troops in 1989, the general 
opinion of this assistance in both 
Afghanistan and Russia was negative.

Everything is relative. Nowadays, 
after what the Americans leave in 
Afghanistan, the Soviet presence 
seems to be a blessing. Soviet sol-
diers are remembered with respect 
in Afghanistan. They did not trample 
the dignity of the Afghans in the mud 
and could negotiate.

It is symbolic that it is the 
Russian culture and language that 
return to Afghanistan fi rst. Kabul 

has launched the construction of the 
new Russian Cultural Centre. The 
centre is expected to open its doors in 
2014. The new centre will teach the 
Russian language, music, dancing and 
traditional Russian crafts. There will 
be a large concert hall, reminiscent of 
the one that used to be in 1983, the 
Russian ambassador in Kabul, Andrey 
Avetisyan, proudly said.

“We are here in the region, and 
will stay here forever. And to have 
good friendly and good neighbourly 
relations, one needs to start with the 
development of the cultural compo-
nent,” said Avetisyan. According to 
the ambassador, the interest in the 
Russian language has been growing 
among the Afghans, as local people 
regard Russia as an important partner 
in Afghanistan in the post-American 
period.

Mohammad Rahim Banaizada, 
one of six teachers of Russian at 
the University of Kabul, sticks to 
the same opinion. “Our students are 
too young to worry about the past. 
Instead, they consider the Russian 
language as a bridge to the realisation 
of their social and economic oppor-
tunities,” said Banaizada. He noted 
that the number of students who study 
Russian at the University todayis fi ve 
times larger than it was fi ve years 
ago. “Russia is our neighbour, we 
love its culture. All was well when 
the Russians were here,” a third-year 
student said.

Russia’s political line in 
Afghanistan is at the stage of 
development. It will depend on 
specifi c threats and, above all, on 
the activity of the Taliban and the 
ability of Karzai’s government to 
retain power. It is obvious that one 
needs to create new regional vectors 
of infl uence with Pakistan, India, 
the CSTO* countries and especially 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. Today we can say 

with certainty that Russia will face 
the need to combat drug traffi cking 
that has increased hundreds of times 
during the stay of NATO troops.

One shall expect the strengthening 
of the terrorist threat too. The situation 
in Afghanistan is already deteriorat-
ing in all regions of the country. The 
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan 
(IMU), which dominates the north, 
poses a considerable threat to former 
Soviet republics. The movement con-
ducts the “mine war” and carries out 
terrorist attacks. Most likely, there will 
have to be Russian military advisers 
to help the local army and police. 
However, the Russian government 
sees prospects for peace, otherwise 
there would be no need to revive the 
cultural centre.

The main direction of Russia’s 
peaceful return to Afghanistan is 
economic assistance and investment 
in infrastructure, which was built by 
Soviet specialists almost entirely and 
is still maintained with the help of 
Soviet technology.

The fi rst meeting of the Russian-
Afghan intergovernmental com-
mission on trade and economic 
cooperation took place in March. In 
2011, the trade turnover between the 
two countries totalled US$984.96 
million, and thus increased 12 times 
as compared to 2004.

The “transit capacity” of 
Afghanistan in implementing 
TAPI gas pipeline (Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) and 
CASA-1000 (the construction of 
electric power line from Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan to Pakistan via 
Afghanistan), in which Russian 
companies are actively involved, is 
interesting as well. Finance Minister 
Omar Zahelval noted that Afghanistan 
was interested in the projects related 
to transport and construction.

“We are ready to consider special 
conditions for Russia’s participation 

in the reconstruction of the Kabul 
house-building plant and a cement 
factory of Jabal Seraj,” said Zahelval, 
noting that Russian companies could 
count on privileged conditions in 
those projects. But the most important 
task is to develop the program of 
reorientation of Afghan peasants to 
grow food instead of opium poppies.

The Americans try to make every-
one believe that Afghan farmers can 
not do anything else, but this is not 
true to fact. The Federal Service 
for Drug Control of the Russian 
Federation says that opium produc-
tion in Afghanistan reduced during 
the last period when Taliban stayed 
in power. However, the production 
of opium increased sharply after 
the occupation of that country. In 

2001 (the last year of the Taliban 
rule in Afghanistan) there were 185 
tonnes of opium collected, and in 
2004 – 12,000 tonnes. According to 
the service, opium production in the 
country has increased by 44 times in 
the past seven years.

Russia’s plan “Rainbow-2”, 
which, in contrast to the Western 
eponymous plan “Rainbow”, is to 
recover the economy and Afghanistan 
as a whole through the development 
of infrastructure, especially in the fi eld 
of energy and electrifi cation.
* The Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation: a military alliance 
– Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan. 
Pravda.Ru 

Russia to return to Afghanistan 
after US occupation

Hamid Karzai.

After Hurricane Sandy, big questions remain
Hurricane Sandy in the US left in 
its wake massive devastation and 
diffi cult questions – large and small 
– that have yet to be answered. 
From “when will we fi nally get 
electricity or heat?” or “why are so 
many public housing residents still 
trapped in their apartments?” to 
“where will the money come from 
to rebuild,” “why is our power 
system so messed up?” and “what 
are we going to do about climate 
change?”

The super storm destroyed 
whole communities in New York 
and New Jersey. Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut, Maryland, Delaware, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and North 
Carolina were also hit hard. To 
date, 131 people lost their lives 
from the storm, on top of 69 
deaths in the Caribbean and one 
in Canada. Thousands lost homes, 
businesses and livelihoods.

Amid the devastation and 
questions wrought by Sandy are 
incredible stories of heroism and 
generosity, courage, and solidar-
ity. Public workers, hospital and 
nursing home employees and fi rst 
responders – many who worked 
as Sandy hit – did their jobs while 
the storm wreaked havoc on their 
homes and families. Neighbours 
who had electricity offering 

charging stations for power-starved 
cellphones to volunteers who help 
give out blankets, food, and water. 
Utility workers, FEMA (Emergency 
Agency) and Red Cross employees 
who are trying to get the help to 
people in need. All should be rec-
ognised for bringing out the best in 
the most diffi cult of days.

Two weeks since the storm 
some are still without heat and elec-
tricity. The racial and class inequal-
ity that existed before the storm 
is at work in the aftermath of the 
storm. The residents of New York 
City public housing were forced to 
wait days longer than surrounding 
homes to get their heat and electric-
ity – or even get the water drained 
from the buildings. Residents were 
forced to live in unacceptable – and 
often dangerous – conditions.

The impact of the storm hit 
lower income folks, seniors, and 
people of colour harder. It also 
exposed the inequality that existed 
before the storm. For example, 
public housing budgets have been 
starved of funding, leaving little or 
no money for capital improvements 
and modernisation.

It is outrageous that power 
companies in New York and New 
Jersey, like Long Island Power 
Authority and Con Edison, did such 

a poor job of responding because 
they were trying to save money. 
There is an investigation of LIPA, 
whose board has been packed over 
the years with political hacks. All 
the promises the companies made 
as to when power (and heat) would 
be turned on proved wrong, and 
predictably so. LIPA did not seek 
additional workers from outside 
the state, including from Canada, 
until a couple weeks after the storm 
when 50 percent of the outages still 
existed. It was a similar situation 
in New Jersey. Why? In a word, 
money. Con Ed had just fi nished a 

big struggle with its union, and the 
company has cut the workforce in 
half since the last contract.

Where is the oversight? It was 
obvious even before the storm that 
these power companies would not 
do what was needed to protect 
masses of working people from 
unnecessary pain and suffering.

Much has been said about 
rebuilding, but not much about 
rebuilding in smart and sustainable 
ways that will address the bigger 
issues of inequality, poverty and cli-
mate change. Building a smart pow-
er grid that is truly public would 

create jobs and invest wisely in the 
future. The people most affected 
have to be involved in the rebuild-
ing process, especially younger 
people and students. There are mil-
lions of un- and under-employed 
people on the East Coast who can 
be part of the solutions. Out of this 
tragedy a movement for public 
works jobs can gain new life. The 
building of such a movement would 
go a long way to rebuilding lives 
and answering the tough questions.
People’s World 

The racial and class inequality that existed before the storm is at work in the aftermath of the storm.
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Matthew Rothschild

Here’s a two-part quiz for you. 
Last week, the US Congress 
weighed in on Israel’s bombing 
of Gaza.

Question Number One: How 
many House members voted to con-
demn that bombing?

Question Number two: How 
many members of the Senate voted 
to condemn it?

If you guessed anything but zero 
and zero, you fl unked the quiz.

Both the House and the Senate 
passed an identical resolution (pasted 
in at bottom), by a unanimous vote, 
that said that each chamber “strongly 
supports” Israel’s “inherent right to act 
in self-defence to protect its citizens 
against acts of terrorism.”

The only violence the resolution 
condemned was the violence from 
Hamas.

Not a peep about Israel’s violence.
Not a word about Israel’s assas-

sination of Hamas’s military leader.
Not a word about Israel’s illegal 

blockade of Gaza.
Not a word about the suffering 

the Palestinians are enduring, or have 
endured, under Occupation.

You can’t get any more lopsided 
than this.

In fact, the lopsidedness led to 

some gruesome gloating on the part 
of JTA.org, which describes itself 
as “The Global News Service of the 
Jewish People.”

“Unlike statements of support 
for Israel’s actions from the Obama 
administration, the resolutions do not 
call on both sides to exercise restraint 
or express regret at casualties on both 
sides,” said the JTA article.

To date, more than 100 people in 
Gaza have been killed, many of them 
children, and more than 700 Gazans 
have been wounded. Israel has lost 
three people to rocket attacks from 
Hamas.

Benjamin Netanyahu loves to 
come to speak before Congress. And 
no wonder: He has them in his pocket.

But this unconditional support 
for brutal Israeli actions won’t make 
Israel any safer. Killing and wounding 
so many civilians in Gaza only further 
incites hatred against Israel, and any 
military advantage gained by these 
bombings will quickly evaporate as 
Hamas regroups.

As Israeli peace activist Uri 
Avnery says, “The real remedy is 
peace. Peace with the Palestinian 
people.” Avnery recognises that 
the rocket attacks from Hamas had 
become intolerable. But he notes that 
Hamas has already agreed to peace if 
there’s a Palestinian state along the 

1967 borders that is approved in a 
Palestinian referendum.

But Israel and the US Congress 
don’t seem to want to give peace a 
chance.

They vote time after time for war.
Here is the text of the resolution 

that unanimously passed the House. 
An identical one passed the Senate:

Whereas Hamas was founded 
with the stated goal of destroying the 
State of Israel;

Whereas Hamas has been desig-
nated by the Secretary of State as a 
Foreign Terrorist Organisation;

Whereas Hamas refuses to recog-
nise Israel’s right to exist, renounce 
violence, and accept previous 
agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians;

Whereas Hamas has launched 
thousands of rockets and missiles 
since Israel dismantled settlements 
and withdrew from Gaza in 2005;

Whereas terrorists in the Hamas-
controlled Gaza Strip have fired 
approximately 900 rockets and missile 
shells into Israel this year, an increase 
from roughly 675 attacks in 2011 and 
350 in 2010;

Whereas Hamas has increased the 
range of its rockets, reportedly with 
support from Iran and others, putting 
additional large numbers of Israelis in 
danger of rocket attacks from Gaza;

Whereas, on November 14, 2012, 
President Barack Obama condemned 
the rocket fi re from Gaza into Israel 
and reiterated Israel’s right to self-
defence; and

Whereas Israel, a fellow democ-
racy, has an inherent right to self 
defence in the face of terrorist attacks: 
Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That 
the House of Representatives:

1. expresses unwavering 
commitment to the security of 
the State of Israel as a Jewish 
and democratic state with secure 
borders, and recognises and 
strongly supports its inherent 
right to act in self-defence to 
protect its citizens against acts 
of terrorism;

2. reiterates that Hamas must end 
Gaza-linked terrorist rocket 
and missile attacks against 
Israel, recognise Israel’s right 
to exist, renounce violence, 
and agree to accept previous 
agreements between Israel and 
the Palestinians;

3. urges the United Nations 
Security Council to condemn 
the recent spike in Gaza-linked 
terrorist missile attacks against 
Israel, which risk causing 
civilian casualties in both Israel 
and Gaza; and

4. encourages the President to 
continue to work diplomatically 
with the international 
community to prevent Hamas 
and other Gaza-based terrorist 
organisations from retaining 
or rebuilding the capability to 
launch rockets and missiles 
against Israel.

Progressive Magazine 

International

Congress’s shameful support 
for Israeli bombing

Part of the Rally for Gaza in Sydney Sat Nov 24, the crowd assembled in 
Town Hall Square and marched to the US Consulate in Martin Sydney. The 
crowd was estimated at over 5,000. Speakers from Christian, Arab and 
Jewish communities spoke in support of Palestine and condemned Israeli 
actions. Lee Rhiannon MP of the Greens and Lynda Voltz MLC of the ALP 
spoke also. (Photo: Denis Doherty)

Gaza celebrates victory, 
mourn those lost

Egyptian 
democrats take 
to streets against 
Morsi’s power-grab

Celebrations erupted across 
the Gaza Strip after a cease-
fire – agreed between Israel 
and Palestinian resistance fac-
tions – came into effect, giving 
Palestinians their fi rst peaceful 
night after eight relentless days of 
Israeli bombardment.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, brokered by Egypt, Israel 
committed itself to end its attacks 
on Gaza by land, sea and air and 
to ease its blockade of the coastal 
territory that is home to 1.6 million 
Palestinians, most of whom are 
refugees. In return, Palestinian fac-
tions agreed to end rocket fi re and 
cross border military actions.

Many Palestinians saw the abil-
ity of resistance factions in Gaza 
to withstand the Israeli assault and 
to force Israel to negotiate an end 
to its attack, as nothing short of a 
victory.

As people in Gaza reacted 
with relief and joy, the toll of the 
Israeli assault was heavy. The 
UN’s Offi ce for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
said it had received reports that 
158 people were killed in Gaza 
since the Israeli attack began 
when Israel broke a tenuous 
ceasefi re on November 14. Of 
these, 103 were civilians, includ-
ing at least 30 children and 13 

women, according to the fi gures 
reported by the BBC.

This information closely 
matched fi gures from the Gaza-
based Palestinian Centre for Human 
Rights. More than 1,000 people, 
the vast majority unarmed civilians, 
were injured.

“What has shocked me most 
over the last eight days – during 
which I have reported exclusively 
from Gaza, with BBC colleagues 
complementing in Israel, is the 
appallingly high number of children 
killed and injured,” wrote BBC cor-
respondent Wyre Davis.

Despite these facts, Israel’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny 
Ayalon, claimed on US public radio 
that “most of the people that were 
hit in Gaza deserved it as they were 
just armed terrorists.”

UNRWA, the UN agency for 
Palestinian refugees, said 10,000 
Palestinians had been displaced in 
a Gaza Strip that was “traumatised 
and in crisis.”

In the West Bank, celebrations 
at the achievement of the Gaza 
ceasefi re broke out in several cities 
and villages, while Israeli occupa-
tion forces embarked on an inten-
sifi ed arrest campaign, detaining 
hundreds of people in raids over the 
past week as attention was focused 
on Gaza.

Four Israeli civilians and one 
soldier were killed by Palestinian 
fi re from Gaza during the Israeli 
assault. A second soldier died of 
injuries suffered in an attack by 
Palestinian fi ghters, Israeli media 
reported.

As Palestinians everywhere 
celebrated an end to the violence, 
some Israelis felt that they had suf-
fered a humiliation. Israel’s Ynet 
reported that dozens of Israelis 
rallied against the ceasefi re in the 
Israeli settlement of Sderot near the 
boundary with Gaza, and several 
mayors expressed disappointment.

“The fi ghting should have been 
concluded with an accord indicating 
Israel’s clear supremacy and with 
the Israeli deterrence being restored 
to its former level,” said Sderot 
Mayor David Buskila. “After it 
was promised that Hamas would be 
eliminated and that we would not 
negotiate with it, the State of Israel 
negotiated with Hamas and failed 
to eliminate it,” Israeli TV presenter 
turned politician Yair Lapid was 
quoted by Ynet as saying.

For Palestinians, the damage 
and wounds of the latest Israeli 
assault will take time to heal. But 
for now there is also great joy and 
relief.
The Electronic Intifada 

Tens of thousands of pro-democ-
racy Egyptians clashed with police 
in Tahrir Square last week after 
President Mohammed decreed 
himself a raft of wide-ranging pow-
ers. Muslim Brotherhood offi ces 
were set alight in Suez, Port Said 
and Ismailia while clashes were 
reported between Morsi support-
ers and opponents in Alexandria, 
Assiut and Giza.

The president placed himself 
above the judiciary in a decree, 
placing his actions beyond legal 
challenge. The decree exempted 
the Islamist-dominated constituent 
assembly from any form of judicial 
review.

Mr Morsi claims those and 
other articles are designed to pro-
tect the revolution against ousted 
leader Hosni Mubarak. But rights 
groups say these are merely new 
emergency laws.

The president has apparently 
seized on the international praise 
for mediating a Gaza ceasefi re to 
take on a level of power that not 
even his predecessor attempted. 
One decree gives Mr Morsi the 
power to take “due measures and 

steps” to deal with any “threat” to 
the revolution, national unity and 
safety or anything that obstructs the 
work of state institutions.

Opposition politicians imme-
diately criticised the decrees as 
dictatorial and destined to divide a 
nation already reeling from months 
of turmoil. 

“Morsi today usurped all state 
powers and appointed himself 
Egypt’s new pharaoh,” said opposi-
tion politician Mohamed ElBaradei. 
“A major blow to the revolution 
that could have dire consequences.”

Mr ElBaradei and a troop of 
other non-Brotherhood politicians 
– including failed presidential can-
didates Amr Moussa and Hamdeen 
Sabahi – have pledged to work 
together to stop the power-grab.

“We will work together as 
Egyptians until we achieve the 
goals of our revolution,” said Mr 
ElBaradei, a former director of 
the UN nuclear agency and Nobel 
peace laureate. Mr Morsi’s Coptic 
Christian aide Samer Marqous 
resigned in protest at the “undemo-
cratic” decree.
Morning Star 
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In the southern English county of Dorset, 
a short walk from Bridport town centre, 
the St Michael’s Trading Estate doesn’t, 
at fi rst, look like much. The local industry 
(rope-making) moved out in the 1960s. The 
range of buildings left behind came to be 
managed by a socialist landlord who let the 
old factories as low-rent start-up units. His 
son still manages it. This is where Clippers 
Tea started, as well as Top Gear, a supplier of 
car parts. Still based nearby, these are now 
national companies. The biggest homeware 
store on the town’s high street also started 
here. It’s still home to many businesses, 
a youth club, artists’ studios, an antique 
market and a popular café.

You might think plans to build more than 
a hundred dwellings on such a site, in the mid-
dle of the worst slump in 80 years, would be 
doomed. And the proposal was indeed rejected 
unanimously by the Town Council and by 98 
percent of those who responded to the consul-
tation. The District Council’s own Planning 
Offi cer strongly recommended refusal, not least 
because of the impact on employment.

At a meeting held 17 miles away on a 
weekday afternoon, a so-called Development 
Control Committee waved the proposal through. 
Its most vociferous supporter excused himself 
from questions on the grounds that his deaf-aid 
wasn’t working. None of the other members 
was able to explain their decision. The hearing 
broke up in disarray.

This is how decision-making works on the 
ground in one of the world’s oldest and bold-
est exporters of “democracy”. Until recently I 
might have hesitated to draw larger conclusions 
from what is happening a fi ve-minute walk from 
where I’m typing this. Independence Day put me 
right about that. Organised by a group fi ghting 

Tesco in Frome, Somerset, the event brought 
together businesspeople, writers and activists 
to start co-ordinating a response to what is 
happening in Britain’s town centres.

Because local government seems to be 
having trouble with its deaf-aid right across 
the country. The more we talked, the more 
there emerged a mysterious pattern to the way 
councils are experiencing this diffi culty in hear-
ing what people tell them. Unglamorous they 
may be, but in the current assault on the real 
economy, town centres everywhere have woken 
up to fi nd themselves on the frontline.

And yet Independence Day was at its heart 
an affi rmative event. The real conversation was 
about what the economy is for and what it means, 
now, to like the places where we live. Andrew 
Simms, author of Tescopoly, spoke about the 
common “background of values” against which 
our different cases are being played out. Our 
economy understands value solely as maximising 
return to the developer and/or remote sharehold-
ers. Mention of other values is met with polite (or 
not-so-polite) apologies as those who manage and 
maintain this system fumble with their deaf-aids.

What if an economy is really there to create 
and sustain livelihoods? As one manufacturer 
back in Bridport put it to me: “This place is a 
reality-check for the town. People make things 
here. If I want a metal bracket I don’t go online. 
I go to the guy who can make it, I get exactly 
what I want, and know I’m supporting somebody 
local.” Local businesses, as Simms puts it, “build 
the micro-weave of your economy, making it 
denser, tougher, more vibrant.”

The new capitalism, by contrast, chooses 
a moment like this to set about unpicking that 
weave, to scatter, erode. Graham Jones, author 
of Last Shop Standing, spoke to independent 
booksellers, grocers and café owners, all of 

whom are experiencing pretty much what he saw 
with independent music shops. The knowledge 
and social glue they all provide, their modest but 
long term income, the face-to-face interactions, 
the personal relationships that are formed, all 
this is subtracted from the new business model. 
Places, it turns out, are not to mean anything to 
anybody any more.

Yet most people, given the chance, would 
prefer to live and work in a place they like. 
This is only natural. It’s also the reason why 
developers can only get their way by spending 
fortunes on publicity and quoting selectively 
from “studies” they themselves have funded. 
It’s why the developer invariably runs some 
laughable campaign claiming that its scheme 
will boost employment and increase the “vitality 
and viability” of the town centre. It’s why they 
have to buy supplements in the local press. It’s 
why developers have to (and regularly do) use 
case law to intimidate communities which resist 
them. It’s also why they launch personal attacks 
on the individuals who do so.

What all of this (very poorly) disguises 
is that the economic model being imposed 
on towns all over this country is chronically 
defi cient in what human beings actually need. 
So in place of small-scale manufacturing with 
a future: a retirement and tourism economy with 
property speculation. “That’s just the way things 
are going.” In the place of high-street businesses: 
charity shops, takeaways and funeral parlours. 
In the place of jobs in design, book-keeping, 
buying and selling stock, plumbing and main-
tenance – all of which a local business would 
source locally – dead-end shelf-stacking jobs 
and managers brought in from outside.

Because what this “economy” seeks above 
all is to undermine the psychological resilience 
people derive from being from somewhere. Just 

as it fi nancially cannibalises the communities 
from which it extracts its profi ts, so it feeds 
on the resulting disillusionment and apathy. 
“Supportive apathy is our worst enemy”, as 
Joanna Blytheman put it in discussion with 
her fellow journalist John Harris. “You know: 
I agree with you really but there’s nothing to be 
done.” So in place of the cheap, fresh, nutritious 
fruit and vegetables which your local grocer 
supplier, a consumer-industrial complex plying 
us with advertising and over-priced goods, the 
inferior nutritional value of which was long ago 
exposed. As was the ruination of soils and rural 
livelihoods, by the contracts the big stores use to 
ensnare farmers. When supermarkets are cheaper 
it’s because someone else is being made to pay. 
Whether that’s a farmer fi ve miles away or the 
smallholder in East Africa evicted from their 
living so that we can have roses all year round.

John Harris spoke of the built environment 
as a part of our identity, whether or not the value 
of such attachments can be measured by some 
accountant. He wasn’t opposed to supermarkets 
in themselves – he uses them, as we all do. “We 
have to transcend the No – to be not so much 
against this or that, but for town centres which 
are about being and making and doing, not just 
consuming.”

Ideas like this have yet to penetrate the 
deaf-aids set in authority over us. Perhaps some-
body might like to switch them on. Because to 
those treacherous, well connected incompetents 
who currently operate the planning system, 
Independence Day had this to say: the spirit 
which informed UK Uncut and the Occupy 
movement is far from dissipated. It is liable to 
crop up in the unlikeliest places. And some of 
it has been doing homework on the way you 
arrive at your decisions.
New Internationalist 

Letters / Culture & Life

On elections

Between now and August there 
will be another federal election. 
As Engels pointed out, elections 
are our sharpest weapon. In addi-
tion to the traditional methods of 
campaigning, we now have the 
internet.

A very good precedent was 
established during the last local 
government election campaign when 
cooperation between socialist candi-
dates took place.

It would be desirable if a unity 
conference were held to select the 
electorates that we intend to contest 
and also select a joint senate team.

Preparing a policy should not 
constitute any great diffi culty.

The success of Fred Paterson in 
the electorate of Bowen, in 1944 and 
1950, was a direct result of the splen-
did work that he had carried out over 
a long period of time. He remains a 
role model for all Marxist candidates.

Our recent success in the local 
government elections in Auburn and 
Moreland indicates that close col-
laboration of the socialist parties can 
lead to good electoral results.

Bernie Rosen
NSW 

“Not in my name”

Is it desirable to see the bigger 
picture and our support for the 
militarism of the United States 
as an insurance policy when the 
US has not been successful in 
achieving the stated objectives of 
most of their wars from Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Iraq I by II and 
Afghanistan?

What of US support for Israel 
in the daily slaughter of Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza?

The US interventions in these 

wars and so many other confl icts have 
led to the deaths of many of their own 
soldiers and so many civilians. These 
confl icts may have been an insurance 
policy for the interests of imperialism 
to gain access to resources, markets 
and geopolitical infl uence but they 
did not bring peace and freedom to 
Iraqis and Afghans. The industrial 
military complex is more often than 
not the only winner in these wars as 
continual war produces ongoing sales 
and therefore profi ts.

So when former Greens and 
People for Nuclear Disarmament 
Senator Jo Vallentine mentions, “Not 
in my name” she echoes the cries for 
peace for the majority of Australians 
who believe that allying ourselves 
with the continual wars of the US is 
not in our best interests. The US has 
been at war for about 209 of its 236 
year history.

Just for the record, Jo Vallentine 
was not the originator of the expres-
sion, “Not in my name”. That 
belonged to the late Joan Williams, 
communist, poet and writer who 
penned “Not in my name” as a protest 
against the fi rst Iraqi War in 1991 – a 
writer who also was a reporter for the 
West Australian in the 1930s.

“Not in my name,
in every woman’s name
send home great armies
of the black and dispossessed,
warships and bombers turn around.
Peace in my name”

Richard Titelius
WA 

No political prisoners 
released
Burma released 425 prisoners in a 
prisoner amnesty last week, how-
ever none were political prisoners.

The release comes just days 
before US President Obama visits 
Burma.

The Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners Burma states that 
there are 283 political prisoners in 
Burmese jails.

It was very disappointing that 
no political prisoners were released.

President Thein Sein made the 
decision to not release all political 
prisoners in Burma. This is not what 
a true reformer would do.

President Thein Sein claims to 
be a reformer, but nearly two years 
after becoming President there are 

still hundreds of political prisoners, 
and he has not abolished any of the 
laws which were used to arrest and 
jail them.

President Thein Sein is due to 
visit Australia in December.

Australia should use his visit as an 
opportunity to pressure the Burmese 
government to release all remaining 
political prisoners.

It is also important that Australia 
urges Burma to repeal laws that 
have allowed people to be arbitrarily 
arrested and jailed.

Even one political prisoner in 
Burma is one too many. Australia 
should ensure that the unconditional 
release of all political prisoners in 
Burma is at the forefront of Australia’s 
engagement with Burma until there 
are no more political prisoners.

Zetty Blake
Burma Campaign Australia
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Nowhere is the chaos and 
greed of capitalism more 

obvious than when dealing with 
humankind’s artistic products. The 
“value” of a work of art is determined 
not by its signifi cance in the develop-
ment of a particular nation’s culture 
but by the depth of the pockets of 
those individuals and institutions bid-
ding for it at auction. Rich investors 
viewing art solely as an investment 
that will increase in value over time 
happily outbid public galleries vying 
for the opportunity to display works 
of art for the edifi cation of the masses.

Money decides everything in 
the art world, and the result is a 
burgeoning trade in forgeries. At this 
up-market end of the art world, the 
question “What is the painting about?” 
or “What is the artist trying to say?” 
simply does not arise. There are only 
three questions: “Who is it by? Can 
you prove it? And what does he (or 
she) sell for?”

The series Fake Or Fortune? 
returns this week, with an episode 
about a small painting of a ballet 
dancer that may – or may not – be by 
Degas (ABC1 Mondays at 9.30pm 
from December 3). Art sleuth Philip 
Mould once again teams up with the 
enthusiastic but woefully ignorant TV 
journalist Fiona Bruce, as they seek 
convincing evidence one way or the 
other. If they fail, the painting is worth 
only about £200; if they succeed, it 
will be worth £500,000. It will still 
be the same painting; nothing will 
have changed except its price. Such 
is capitalism.

I found this episode more 

interesting than some in this series, 
because of its genuine detective work, 
its positive outcome and down-to-
earth nature of the painting’s owner. 

The ten-part series Finding 
Your Roots (SBS ONE 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm from December 
4) is essentially the same genre as 
shows like Who Do You Think You 
Are?, except that all the guests are 
African-American. Prior to the advent 
of DNA sequencing and the other 
modern aids to genetic research, trac-
ing an African-American family tree 
usually ended in 1870 at the black 
hole of slavery. Today, series host 
Henry Louis Gates Jr can take guests 
back several centuries, in the process 
often surprising them at how much 
European blood they carry and their 
lack of signifi cant Native American 
ancestry. “It’s the biggest myth in 
African-American genealogy,” says 
Gates: “‘My great grandmother was 
a Cherokee princess’ ”, adding “The 
average slave and the average Native 
American didn’t even see each other, 
which makes it very hard to mate.”

The series is made for America’s 
Public broadcasting Service (PBS), 
and unlike its network TV rivals, 
including NBC’s Who Do You Think 
You Are?, which has explored the 
family trees of Tim McGraw and 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Gates’ series 
eschews the devices used on those 
shows – sugary music, celebrity 
voice-overs, and rehearsed journeys 
of discovery. Gates says his public-
television platform allows “a much 
more sophisticated analysis.”

The three part series The 
Mighty Mississippi With 

Trevor McDonald starts this week 
under the title Trevor McDonald: 
Mighty Mississippi (SBS ONE 
Fridays at 7.35pm from December 
7). No, I don’t know why they 
changed the title around, perhaps they 
thought it would get more viewers 
that way.

McDonald follows the river, the 
largest in the USA, backwards from 
its mouth in the Gulf of Mexico to 
its source in northern Minnesota near 
the Canadian border. Along the way, 
he checks out cultural and economic 
features associated with the river.

Much of what McDonald goes to 
see is standard tourist fare – a jazz 
funeral in New Orleans, for example. 
But he is aware of much more than 
that. While he certainly takes in the 
year-long debutante ball season for 
wealthy families in New Orleans, 
desperately clinging to images of 
Scarlet O’Hara and the “elegance” 
of the Old South, he also visits the 
slave quarters on Evergreen, one of 
the old plantations. After his visit, 
Trevor says: “On a fi ne day like this, 
with the birds singing in the trees, 
Evergreen may look idyllic, but these 
cabins hold memories of years of 
unremitting toil, casual brutality and 
unconscionable hardship.”

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina swept 
through New Orleans causing the 
banks of the Mississippi to burst 
and eighty percent of the city to be 
submerged under water. Hundreds 
of people died in the fl oods and the 
devastating effects of the storm can 
still be seen today. Trevor visits the 
Ninth Ward, which was the worst hit 
area, with Darin Collins, who grew 
up there.

The area, which was once full of 
houses and families living in busy 
streets, is now mostly deserted. All 
that remains in many streets are the 

slabs of concrete where homes once 
stood. Trevor says: “Before the hur-
ricane, the population of New Orleans 
was three quarters black, now, the 
fi gure is just over half. Many survi-
vors of Katrina simply cannot afford 
to rebuild their lives in a devastated 
ward. To me, the offi cial response to 
what happened here is a blot on the 
reputation of an otherwise prosper-
ous city.”

McDonald also visits Memphis, 
where Martin Luther King was shot. 
“He had gone back there to march 
in support of black garbage workers 
who were on strike because they felt 
they were getting a raw deal from the 
civic authorities. He’d been there once 
before and it had gone very badly 
because a demonstration degenerated 
into rather violent scenes and he was 
so attached to the philosophy of non-
violence that he felt he had to go back 
to make good.

“He wanted to keep his word to 
go back to support the workers and, as 
Reverend Kyles, who took us around 

the area where he was shot, the church 
where he preached the night before he 
was shot, said to us, ‘To think such a 
great spirit was stilled because he’d 
come to support the lowliest of the 
low, the garbage workers.’”

Three months before Martin 
Luther King’s murder, the 

sanitation workers of Memphis went 
on strike. Realising that this might 
be a seminal moment in the Civil 
Rights Movement, scholars at The 
University of Memphis started to 
collect every piece of media they 
could fi nd – television, radio and 
print. These are known as the MLK 
Assassination Tapes.

Martin Luther King: The 
Assassination Tapes (SBS ONE 
Friday December 7 at 8.35pm) is 
created almost entirely through the 
use of this television and radio news 
footage from the weeks leading up to 
Dr King’s visits to Memphis through 
the aftermath of his murder. It makes 
an interesting corollary to the program 
above. 

Rob Gowland
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A disaster in waiting
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A new report by Oxfam, a leading 
international relief agency, warns 
that climate change will increase 
the frequency of large spikes in 
global food prices, leading to more 
hungry people around the world. 
Besides climate change, rapid 
population growth, higher per 
capita incomes, rapid urbanisa-
tion, changing diets in developing 
countries and rising demand for 
biofuel feedstocks are exerting 
unprecedented pressure on the 
global food system.

The world’s poorest, a majority 
of whom live in sub-Saharan Africa, 
are especially vulnerable to rising 
food prices because they spend up to 
75 percent of their income on food. 
According to the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), the price surges of 2007-08 
resulted in an eight percent increase 
in the number of malnourished people 
in Africa.

According to the OECD-FAO 
Agricultural Outlook 2012, food 
production needs to increase by 60 
percent over the next 40 years to meet 
the rising global demand for food. To 
meet the soaring global demand, addi-
tional food will need to come from a 
combination of increased productivity 
and expansion of farmland.

Globally, the scope for expand-
ing farmland is limited. But with 60 
percent of the world’s unused arable 
land, Africa’s land is a hot commod-
ity. Foreign investors are scrambling 
for Africa’s farmland. The pace of 
purchase or lease of Africa’s land is 
so furious that it is now referred to as 
a “land grab”.

Of the 83.2 million hectares 

of land earmarked for agricultural 
investment worldwide, 56.2 million 
hectares are in Africa. The land grab 
was in part fuelled by the food and 
fi nancial crisis of 2008, as corpora-
tions and investment funds began to 
focus on the profi tability of agricul-
tural commodities.

For Wall Street-based private 
equity fi rms, the motive is profi ts. 
For countries scrambling for Africa’s 
farmland – Saudi Arabia, India and 
China – the real value is water. Saudi 
Arabia does not lack land for food 
production. What’s missing in the 
kingdom is water. Indian companies 
are doing the same because aquifers 
across the sub-continent have been 
depleted by decades of unsustainable 
irrigation. Africa’s land grabs could 
be the biggest virtual water export 
in history.

The huge land deals in Africa 
involve large-scale, commercial 
agriculture, which will require large 
quantities of water and mineral fer-
tilisers. Nearly all of the foreign land 
deals are located in Africa’s major 
river basins: the Congo, the Niger 
and the Nile. Collectively, three of 
the main countries in the Nile basin 
– Ethiopia, Sudan and South Sudan – 
have already leased about 8.5 million 
hectares. Uganda has leased a total of 
868,000 hectares to investors from 
China, Egypt, Singapore and India.

The Kenyan government has 
granted the Tana River Authority 
(TARDA) tenure rights to 40,000 
hectares of the Tana Delta. TARDA, 
in a joint venture with Mumias Sugar 
Company, seeks to establish sugarcane 
plantations on the fragile delta. A 
second company, Mat International, 
is in the process of acquiring 30,000 
hectares of land in the Tana Delta. 

Bedford Biofuels, a Canadian com-
pany, could secure a 45-year lease 
on 65,000 hectares in Tana River 
District, which includes access to 
water resources, to produce biofuels.

Also in Kenya, in Lake Victoria, 
Dominion Farms was granted a 
lease on 7,000 hectares in the hydro-
logically vital and ecologically fragile 
Yala Swamp. These land grabs could 
hurt smallholder farmers and could 
undermine national food security 
objectives. In the Yala Swamp, local 
communities have lost access to 
water and pasture for their livestock.  
According to residents of the Tana 
Delta, allocation of land to TARDA 
displaced them to a sub-optimal area 
with poor access to water and suitable 
land for agriculture.

The wave of land-grabbing is 
nothing short of an ecological and 
economic disaster in the making. 
There is simply not enough water in 
Africa’s rivers and water tables to 
irrigate all the newly acquired land.

The ecological and social costs 
of foreign-led commercial agriculture 
are socialised while the benefi ts are 
privatised by big industry. Africa must 
learn from Asia. Pakistan fl ooded 
its way into the Green Revolution. 
The mighty Indus River irrigates 90 
percent of the country’s crops. Today 
the Indus hardly fl ows all the way 
into the Arabian Sea. Hundreds of 
thousands of hectares of farmland are 
no longer usable due to waterlogging 
or salinisation. Similarly, India drilled 
and pumped its way into the Green 

Revolution. Today India’s annual 
abstraction of ground water for irriga-
tion is 250 cubic kilometres per year, 
about 100 cubic kilometres more than 
can be recharged by rainfall. 

Transformation of Africa’s 
agriculture must be predicated on 
sustainable use of natural capital, 
especially water. Improving the pro-
ductivity and effi ciency of hundreds 
of millions of Africa’s hardworking 
smallholder farmers must be central 
to this transformation. Investments 
in industrial-scale agriculture must 
be balanced by an equitable fl ow of 
benefi ts to smallholder farmers, reduc-
ing their alienation and encouraging 
their participation through access to 
technology, credit, inputs and markets.
Third World Resurgence 

With 60 percent of the world’s unused arable land, Africa’s land is a hot commodity.

Jubilee Debt Campaign, a UK-based 
coalition campaigning for cancellation 
of unjust and unpayable debts, has 
condemned the latest move of vulture 
fund NML to seize an Argentine naval 
ship in Ghana in an attempt to get 
a payout on odious Argentine debt. 
NML is owned by US hedge fund 
Elliott Associates, run by Paul Singer, 
one of Mitt Romney’s major donors. 
The ship has been impounded by a 
Ghanaian court.

Nick Dearden of Jubilee Debt 
Campaign said: “This case shows 
how, despite political progress, vul-
ture fund activity is still thriving. For 
well-known fi gures in the fi nancial 
and political world to be involved in 
profi teering from economic crises is 
something which many people fi nd 
abhorrent. Over 10 years after doing 
the right thing by its people, and 
defaulting on unpayable and often odi-
ous debts, Argentina is still not free of 
these hedge funds.

“Leaving fi nancial markets free to 
make profi t at any price has already 
plunged the world into a deep economic 
crisis. Vulture funds are a prime example 
of unregulated fi nance.”

Vulture funds are companies that 
buy up defaulted sovereign debt cheaply 
in order to sue the country concerned 
for the full value of that debt. These 
companies have blighted countries like 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Zambia and Liberia for years, threatening 
to drain their already-depleted treasuries 
in order to make a substantial profi t.

The UK government passed a law in 
2010 that effectively made such activity 
impossible against low-income countries 
in UK courts on the basis of old debts, 
but it does not cover middle-income 
countries like Argentina. 

NML is a subsidiary of Elliott 
Associates, a US hedge fund that pio-
neered vulture fund activity by winning 
a case against Peru in the 1990s, getting 
back 400 percent what they paid for 

Peru’s debt. It is based in the Cayman 
Islands.

NML’s claim is based on debts which 
Argentina defaulted on back in 2001. 
Much of the debt from this time was 
regarded as illegitimate by Argentina’s 
people, originating in the brutal dictator-
ship of the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
a period known as the “dirty war” in 
Argentina, when 30,000 people were 
“disappeared” and loans poured into 
the military, speculation, capital fl ight 
and interest payments. At the time of 
the default, Argentina had experienced 
three years of recession and over half the 
population – 20 million people – were 
living below the poverty line.

Most of Argentina’s creditors from 
this time accepted a restructuring of their 
debt, but a number of vulture funds such 
as NML “held out” against such a deal, 
even though the company bought the 
debt for only half of its face value, know-
ing the country was in economic crisis.
Jubilee Debt Campaign

Campaigners slam “vulture fund” attack on Argentina
The background

In 2001 the government of Argentina defaulted on about US$81 
billion (plus interest) of its sovereign debt, as a result of a general 
economic collapse that followed a deep recession. In 2005 about 75 
percent of the defaulted bondholders reached an agreement with the 
government that paid about 30 cents on the dollar. The remainder, with 
some US$19.4 billion, held out with the hope of getting more later.

The holdouts have a lobby group in Washington, the American 
Task Force Argentina (ATFA). It is headed by former Clinton admin-
istration offi cials, who are trying to use Congress to put pressure on 
Argentina. The lobbyists include vulture fund investors, who buy up 
defaulted debt at a small fraction of face value and then use lawsuits 
and other pressure tactics to fi ght for the face value of the bonds.

Who are the constituents that ATFA represents? A look at 15 
bondholders that hold more than US$25 million each in claims against 
Argentina shows that nine of them have addresses in the Cayman 
Islands. One of these is NML Capital Ltd, a vulture fund affi liate of 
the hedge fund fi rm Elliott Associates (a member of ATFA), run by 
founder Paul Singer. According to Bloomberg News, NML Capital 
bought at least US$182 million of Argentine debt for 15-30 cents on 
the dollar. Singer has taken a gamble that paid off in Peru in 2000. 
He made a 400 percent profi t from the Peruvian government through 
lawsuits and pressure.
Third World Resurgence 


