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“The transformation of the Asian region into 
the economic powerhouse of the world is not 
only unstoppable, it is gathering pace,” Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard says in the foreword to 
the government’s White Paper, “Australia in the 
Asian Century”. “Our region will be the world’s 
largest producer of goods and services and the 
largest consumer of them,” says Gillard. And, 
according to the White Paper, Australia is in Asia 
and in a strong position to capitalise on that.

“Thriving in the Asian century therefore 
requires our nation to have a clear plan to seize 
the economic opportunities that will fl ow and 
manage the strategic challenges that will arise… 
Our nation has benefi ted from Asia’s appetite 
for raw materials and energy. The challenge we 
must now address is how Australia can benefi t 
from what Asia will need next.” By Australia, 
is meant the private, for-profi t corporate sector.

In other words, how can Australian corpo-
rations make a killing from Asia’s economic 
ascendency?

The big profi ts will not be confi ned to min-
ing and agriculture. “An increasingly wealthy 
and mobile middle class is emerging in the 
region, creating new opportunities. They are 
demanding a diverse range of goods and serv-
ices, from health and aged care to education 
to household goods and tourism, banking and 
fi nancial services, as well as high-quality food 
products,” the paper notes.

Not surprisingly, major employer organi-
sations have given it their stamp of approval. 
After all, it was written for them by a team of 
neo-liberals led by former Treasury Secretary 
and now National Australia Bank director, 
Ken Henry.

Gillard urges the nation to rally behind mak-
ing Australia (read big end of town) a “winner”. 
It calls on all of us to “play our part in becoming 
a more Asia-literate and Asia-capable nation.”

Neo-liberal recipe
The White Paper is essentially a rehash of 

the government’s economic policies, with the 
focus redirected to becoming “Asia-literate and 
Asia-capable”. It also presents a rosy, national-
istic “vision” to take to the electorate.

The paper sets out 25 objectives for 2025, 
what it calls “a roadmap to navigate the Asian 
century”. The main focus of these is boosting 

productivity, removing trade and foreign invest-
ment barriers, economic deregulation, priva-
tisation, modern infrastructure, and assisting 
business to penetrate Asian markets.

The emphasis is on building closer ties and 
understanding with Asia towards achieving these 
ends, signing on for more free trade agreements 
and boosting the US’s military and political 
domination of the region.

Boosting productivity
The government will “continue to develop, 

through the Fair Work Act 2009, and ongo-
ing partnership, a workforce culture in which 
employees, employers and unions collaborate 
for continuous improvement and productivity 
growth.”

A culture based on collaboration with 
employers to increase productivity means 
suppression of wages and struggle, increasing 
output per worker, more “fl exible” workforces 
(casualisation, contract employment, etc) and 
trade-offs in conditions for wage rises. Section 
457 visas will continue to be used, drawing on 
cheaper, non-unionised labour from the region.

Education and training are portrayed as 
“crucial” but all the Paper offers is a rehash of 
existing policies for the creation of education 
markets, commodifi cation of education, and the 
privatisation and devolution of public education. 
The promise of making Australia’s schools, 
universities and training system amongst the 
best in the world is not backed by concrete 
action. The states will be left to continue the 

dismantling of TAFE, universities will continue 
to be starved of public funding, student fees will 
not be abolished.

The government talks about attracting the 
best academics from around the world but there 
is not a cent towards increasing salaries, improv-
ing working conditions, providing job security 
or additional research funding.

Innovation is another objective which is 
hammered to death. There will be a National 
Research Investment Plan to encourage private 
sector investment and entrepreneurship in 
science and technology and promote the com-
mercialisation of our ideas.
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PRESS FUND
Before the US presidential elections a very aggressive man from Florida 
told an ABC journalist he didn’t think women should have the vote, 
because if they got pregnant they might decide to have an abortion. 
Voting isn’t compulsory, so the right to vote is recognised, but not the 
responsibility to do so. There’s no national electoral commission and 
each state’s voting system is different. The numbers don’t necessarily 
count, because the presidential electoral college can thwart the vote 
for the most popular candidate, as it did after Al Gore gained more 
votes than George W Bush. But speaking of numbers, back to the Press 
Fund! We’re still in the race to reach our annual target of $14,000, but 
we really need lots of help to get there, so please send in a contribution 
for the next issue. Many thanks to the following for their generous 
support this week:
Mark Mannion $5, GA Reed $20, S and T Salisbury $25, 
“Round Figure” $10
This week’s total: $60 Progressive total: $10,515
Last week the members of Samaphore Workers’ Club generously gave 
the Special Appeal $500 but we omitted to put in their names. With 
apologies: Bob Brewer, Ron Connolly, Jim Mitchell, Ruby Hammond, 
Keith LeLue.

The hoopla is over – 
back to bombing as usual

Australians will welcome the end of the US Presidential election 
campaign for a variety of reasons. There are many lessons that 
still need to be drawn from the hugely expensive extravaganza.

The ABC got in on the act with a series called Planet America 
that hyped the event with the same artifi cial zeal that surrounds 
Australian coverage of the US National Football League’s 
Superbowl. The reporting in recent times of the damage infl icted by 
Hurricane Sandy showed a similar bias. The devastation wrought 
by Sandy in Cuba and Haiti went largely unreported as did the 
mighty efforts in solidarity from nearby Venezuela.

Few will miss the election hoopla and few will regret the defeat 
of Republican candidate Mitt Romney. Unfortunately, given the 
Pentagon’s perennial aggressive military posture and massive 
nuclear and conventional weapons capability, US presidential 
elections do impact on all the inhabitants of the planet.

A parallel between the US and the Australian political landscape 
is the lack of choice, a lack of real democracy. People feel obliged 
to vote for policies they don’t support. The “lesser of two evils” 
dilemma plagues voters in many capitalist countries and this 
month’s US presidential poll was a classic example. On the one 
hand there was the Republican candidate – a multi-millionaire from 
various business consulting and private equity investment ventures 
– and an African-American with a background in community 
organising among marginalised people in Chicago. In Australia 
we have a similar, seemingly simple “choice” between the religious, 
stridently conservative Tony Abbott and Julia Gillard – Australia’s 
fi rst female Prime Minister with a background in the “left” of 
Labor politics.

Mitt Romney betrayed his contempt for the 47 percent of US 
voters who do not earn enough to pay income tax at a dinner 
hosted by wealthy supporters. Obama stuck to his theme of hope 
and care for citizens doing it tough as a result of the economic 
crisis gripping the country. Abbott makes no secret of his intention 
to take another axe to the public sector and to rip into workers’ 
trade union rights. Gillard talks about future-proofi ng “reforms”, 
spreading the benefi ts of the resources boom and support for 
“working families”.

There is a stark contrast in the image and rhetoric from both 
“sides” of politics on both sides of the Pacifi c. But none advocate 
abandoning the neo-liberal agenda of privatisation and deregulation 
with all the suffering and corruption it has brought with it. A 
practical demonstration of the perverse lack of choice for US voters 
was given just hours after the announcement of the re-election of 
Barack Obama. The Nobel Prize winner, the less hawkish of the 
candidates on offer, took the occasion to authorise yet another 
drone attack – this time in Yemen.

This week US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton will visit Perth 
to take part in the AUSMIN talks between Australian and US 
“defence” and foreign affairs spokespersons. Obama has already 
said the fi rst overseas visit of his second term will be to destinations 
in our region to consolidate the “pivot to Asia” – i.e. the tightening 
of the military noose on China. The Gillard government is bending 
over backwards to assist this shift in strategy. New US bases, 
including a base for Marines in Darwin, are being established 
and military spending remains high. Australian troops are still 
deployed in Afghanistan despite mounting and needless fatalities.

The majority of Australians don’t support any of this military 
adventurism. They don’t support the neo-liberal agenda with its 
crushing consequences on poorer communities. At present most 
Australians, like most US citizens, believe they have no choice. 
The spell of this self-fulfi lling belief must be broken. It must be 
shattered by the united action of workers and other exploited 
people defending and advancing their interests and the creation of 
a left and progressive alternative to the two old parties of capitalist 
rule.

Australia in the Asian Century

Blueprint for war and 
corporate exploitation

Melbourne Cup Guessing Competition Winners
The CPA wishes to thank all its members and supporters for selling and 
purchasing tickets in our guessing comp. The comp raised over $2,500.

The race has been run and the horses placed; Here is the result:
1st Horse no 14 Green moon – Dave Fox, WA
2nd Horse no 11 Foirenti – Angelo Borgias, SA
3rd  Horse no 3 Jakkalberry – Auburn Branch, NSW
The fi rst prize of $350, second of $100 and $50 will be going off to the 
respective winners ASAP.
Thanks again everyone who participated.

Continued from page 1
Once again, no money to back the 

rhetoric for cash-strapped universities 
and other public research institutions. 
It will be left to the private sector with 
possibly some tax incentives.

There is a lot of talk about plan-
ning, promoting competition and 
reliance on the private sector in rela-
tion to transport, energy, and other 
infrastructure to improve productivity. 
The government calls on the states to 
privatise remaining public utilities.

Tax reforms are also presented 
as central to boosting productivity. 
The paper repeats previous commit-
ments and promises a new Tax Studies 
Institute, a dialogue with business, 
the lifting of the tax-free threshold 
for workers and industry assistance.

At the same time there is a recom-
mitment to budget surpluses. Social 
security looks set to take more cuts. 
They are dressed up in the usual 
spin about improving employment 
incentives for the unemployed, single 
parents and people with a disability.

Environmental hoax
The White Paper promises that 

emissions will be reduced by at least 
fi ve percent below 2000 levels by 
2025 – meaning an increase over 1990 
levels which is the base year set under 
the Kyoto Protocol. It claims Australia 
will be a world leader in sustainable 
food production methods, sustainable 
energy and water use, and biodiversity 
conservation. These claims do not 
stand up to scrutiny.

For example, its pathetic target of 
20 percent of electricity generation by 
renewable energy sources by 2020 has 
already been surpassed in other parts 
of the world.

There are no plans to halt the 
destruction of fertile land and water 
systems with coal seam gas and other 
mining ventures. The government is 
still balking at taking the necessary 
decisions to revive and protect key 
water systems.

A new “risk management” 
approach to imports of previously 
prohibited plant and animal products 
could see the entry of destructive 
diseases or pests with disastrous, irre-
versible consequences. It is nothing 
short of criminal.

Australia has the potential to be 
a world leader. But it is being thrown 
away with “risk management”, ram-
pant destruction of fertile land by 
mining and unknown harm with the 
introduction of genetically modifi ed 
crops and expansion of coal mining. 
All for a handful of corporations to 
make a few fast bucks.

There is no shortage of job-
creating alternatives for sustainable 
food production, renewable energy 
and water conservation.

“Asia-capabilities”
In the chapter on “Building 

capabilities”, the focus is on schools, 
universities, vocational education and 
training, and “Asia capable leaders, 
workplaces and institutions.”

“Every Australian student will 
have signifi cant exposure to stud-
ies of Asia across the curriculum to 
increase their cultural knowledge and 
skills and enable them to be active in 
the region.” This includes all students 
having access to at least one priority 
Asian language – Mandarin, Hindi, 
Indonesian or Japanese.

The concept of studying the 
culture and history of Asia, learning 
Asian languages, building interna-
tional school-to-school relations, 
working and studying overseas, etc, 
is great. The development of such 
activities could enrich the education 
of Australian students and our own 
culture and help strengthen ties of 
friendship between nations.

But this is not the government’s 
aim, it is a means to a pragmatic 
economic end, the end being better 
equipping corporate Australia to pen-
etrate and exploit Asian markets and 
boost investments in those countries.

There is a commitment to 
strengthen public servants’ Asia capa-
bilities by such means as exchanges 
of senior offi cials.

In the name of creating “Asia-
capable leaders”, big business is urged 
to employ people who have learnt one 
of the “priority Asian languages” and 
for senior staff to spend some time 
working in Asia.

The corporate sector seems to 
have treated this one with a grain of 
salt. Some have suggested they have 
left the government well behind hav-
ing already moved into Asia. Others 
say they would rather employ native 
speakers of Asian languages who now 
live in Australia.

There is an offer of fi nancial 
assistance for students to study in 
Asia – it turns out it is a rebadging 
of an existing scheme!

There’s a whole chapter on oper-
ating in and connecting with growing 
Asian markets with promises of gov-
ernment assistance to companies seek-
ing to enter markets and overcome 
barriers. Visa processing for tourists 
and business people from selected 
Asian countries will be speeded up.

While welcoming the policy state-
ment, big business was quick to point 
out the contradictions between the 
emphasis on building networks and 
budget cuts that have seen a relative 
decline in assistance from Austrade, 
the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade and diplomatic staff in 
that region.

A whole chapter is devoted to 

developing stronger relations with 
the “priority” Asian nations of 
China, Japan, Indonesia, India and 
South Korea and the need for deeper 
and more comprehensive bilateral 
ties – public and private sector and 
institutional.

“Australia will have the necessary 
capabilities to promote Australian 
interests and maintain Australia’s 
influence”. Towards these ends, 
“Australia’s diplomatic network will 
have a larger footprint across Asia,” 
in strengthening economic, cultural, 
political and security ties.

China and India are the immedi-
ate priorities in extending Australia’s 
infl uence and promoting the interests 
of Australia’s corporations.

US Alliance
But it is not just Australia’s 

infl uence or footprint that is being 
promoted in the White Paper. The 
US is central to Australia’s vision for 
Asia. The government will work with 
the US “to ensure that it continues to 
have a strong and consistent presence 
in the region, with our alliance con-
tributing to regional stability, security 
and peace.”

The government acknowledges 
that there will be shifts in the strategic 
as well as economic landscape over 
the years to 2025. It stops short of 
directly pointing to the US’s relative 
economic decline and omits the US’s 
aim of maintaining power through 
military might.

It condescendingly expresses 
support for China’s participation in 
the Asian region’s strategic, political 
and economic development.

The Paper fails to acknowl-
edge the contradictions in placing 
Australia’s economic future in Asia 
while at the same time contributing to 
military tensions in the region through 
its support for US domination.

The government’s position 
may, however, be made clearer in 
a National Security Statement and 
a new Defence White Paper to be 
released shortly.

Other parts of the world such 
as Latin America and the African 
continent, where rapid economic and 
social development are taking place or 
will be on the agenda during the 21st 
century are totally ignored.

The most the White Paper offers 
the working class of Australia, apart 
from Asian language classes at school, 
is the hope of some trickling down of 
crumbs from corporate successes in 
Asia. The struggle remains to restore 
funding to public education and 
hospitals, halt privatisation and cuts 
to social welfare, ensure wages and 
working conditions are protected, 
jobs are created and serious measures 
taken to address climate change. 
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Tom Pearson

The Whitlam Labor government 
brought the troops home from 
the Vietnam War, was the fi rst 
Western government to recognise 
the People’s Republic of China 
in 1973 and wiped the White 
Australia policy from the statute 
books. Whitlam also adopted a 
foreign policy that would have 
seen the removal of US bases and 
other military installations from 
Australian soil when their leases 
came up for renewal. (Guardian 
11-05-2011, Issue # 1500). He did 
not go as far as threatening to end 
the military alliance with the US.

These were radical ideas at the 
time, shaking the foundations of 
“White Australia”, its strong cultural 
ties with “Mother England” and blind 
military and political allegiance to the 
US. (He was thrown out of offi ce in a 
bloodless coup in 1975 executed by 
the Governor General.)

It was also a period of signifi -
cant progressive social and cultural 
reform, including the promotion of 
multiculturalism and support for 
nuclear disarmament. While no left-
wing radical, Whitlam was far more 
culturally and socially enlightened and 
had a great deal more foresight than 
the social democrat (and Coalition) 
leaders who followed.

Labor Treasurer Paul Keating in 
the 1980s, albeit from a far narrower 
(neo-liberal) economic perspective 
than that of Whitlam, also recognised 
the importance of Asia to Australia.

Ross Garnaut’s report, Australia 
and the Northeast Asian Ascendancy, 
commissioned by the Hawke/
Keating Labor government in 1989, 
emphasised the importance of China 
and other Asian states to Australia. 
Garnaut also raised the question of 
contradictions arising from Australia 
seeing itself culturally as a European 
outpost, its strong political and mili-
tary ties with the US and its economic 
future leaning towards South East 
Asia.

Since Garnaut, Australian trade 
and investment relations with the 
region have grown, albeit at a rela-
tively slow pace compared with earlier 
years. Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
opened the doors to mass migration 
from Asia for the fi rst time and more 
recently large numbers of migrants 
from Africa have been accepted.

Many of Garnaut’s economic 
proposals and calls for stronger ties 
with and knowledge of Asia in the 
Garnaut report are repeated in the 
Gillard government’s Australia in the 
Asian Century White Paper (October 
2012) (See page 1).

Come 2012, we have another 
Labor government looking to Asia, 
China and India in particular, for 
trade and investment growth. Asia 
is also seen as a source of low paid, 
non-unionised labour which can not 
only be exploited by going offshore, 
but can be shipped into Australia 
on special short-term visas, a point 
passed over by the Gillard govern-
ment’s White Paper.

The Paper sees Asia as the engine 
of global economic growth during 
the 21st century. “Australia will have 
the necessary capabilities to promote 
Australian interests and maintain 
Australia’s infl uence,” the Paper says.

It is not just about economic inter-
ests and infl uence. The government 
hopes to infl uence political develop-
ments as the growth of “Asia’s large 
powers, especially China and India” 
have “an impact on the strategic 
established order.”

The growth of Asian economies 
and the US’s relative decline as an 
economic power is of major concern, 
although not stated explicitly.

The main target of the US’s 
military “pivot” into the Asia-Pacifi c 
region, now renamed as “rebalancing” 
its focus, with its build-up of military 

forces in the region, is China. This 
build-up has not been welcomed 
and is not seen as a friendly move 
by China.

The White Paper does not hold 
back: “We consider that a strong and 
consistent United States presence in 
the region will be as important in 
providing future confi dence in Asia’s 
rapidly changing strategic environ-
ment as it has been in the past.”

US imperialism’s past history is 
not one to glorify – wars in Vietnam, 
Korea, its bases in Japan, occupa-
tion of Guam, former bases in the 
Philippines, etc. First and foremost, 
its stance is anti-communist.

The US presence continues to 
be a major source of tension with its 
bases and huge military presence in 
the South China Sea and huge build-
up in Australia and elsewhere in the 
region. The US is not a force for peace 
and regional security.

“We will continue to support 
US engagement in the region and 
its rebalancing to the Asia–Pacifi c, 
including through deepening our 
defence engagement with the US 
and regional partners.” These include 
South Korea, the Philippines, Japan, 
Indonesia, New Zealand, Singapore 

and Malaysia with India increasingly 
being drawn into the US net.

As to the recent increase in US 
forces in Australia, with the perma-
nent presence of US marines and 
equipment, China sees it for what it 
is, war preparations. The alliance with 
the US locks Australia into the US’s 
strategy of containment of China. 
Repeated denials by the government 
do not alter the reality, Australia 
plays a key role in the US’s policy 
of containment.

“In managing the intersections 
of Australia’s ties with the United 
States and China, we w ill need a 
clear sense of our national interests, 
a strong voice in both relationships 
and effective diplomacy,” the Paper 
says, but does not do this.

It avoids dealing with the contra-
dictions between advocating “greater 
co-operation and understanding with 
China” at the same time as strengthen-
ing its alliance with the US and war 
preparations.

At present the government thinks 
it can have its cake and eat it – feed 
off China’s growth while beating 
US imperialism’s war drums. This 
is not a sustainable path. It might 
suit China to continue trading with 

Australia now, but it will not have 
forgotten Australia’s double standards 
and who its true friends are. Australia 
has been warned.

Sections of Australia’s ruling class 
are questioning our blind allegiance to 
the US’s military and political agenda. 
The more economically dependent 
and integrated they become with 
Asia, and China in particular, the 
more diffi cult it becomes to support 
the containment of China and war 
preparations.

Australia does have another 
option: to develop genuine, friendly 
relations with China and other Asian 
neighbours based on respect, equal-
ity and recognising sovereignty and 
independence. This would necessi-
tate the adoption of an independent 
foreign policy, removal of all US 
bases and other military installations 
and personnel and an end to the US 
alliance.

This would not only bring peace 
and stability to the region, it would 
serve the interests of the people of 
Australia. The additional bonus is that 
billions of dollars would be saved that 
could be directed towards job creation 
and pressing social needs. 

Australia

“Australia in Asia”

The Australian Labor Prime Minister 
Gough Whitlam during a trip to 

China in 1973. Dressed in a long 
coat, Whitlam has his ear to part of 
the circular Echo Wall in the Temple 

of Heaven in Beijing. Among a small 
crowd watching Whitlam is Australia’s 

fi rst ambassador to China, Stephen 
Fitzgerald, dressed in a coat and tie. 

Beside him, with her arms crossed, 
is a Chinese interpreter.
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Richard Titelius*

It has been a big year for the 
environment in Western Australia 
as the profi les of a number of sig-
nifi cant environmental issues have 
been making their presence known 
in the community. One organisa-
tion that has been at the vanguard 
of ensuring that the environment 
is at the front or close to the front 
of the consciousness of the decision 
makers of government, business 
and the broader community is the 
Conservation Council of Western 
Australian. With the state election 
just over four months away the 
CCWA held its annual state confer-
ence to discuss issues and strategies 
for preserving and promoting a 
healthy and vibrant environment 
for this and all future generations.

It was then ironic that one of the 
organisations with which the CCWA 
has been at logger heads over a 
number of environmental issues, the 
Liberal/National state government, 
had its Minister for the Environment, 
Bill Marmion address the conference.

Bill Marmion addressed the 60 
delegates from a number of member 
organisations on the achievements 
of his government in looking after 
the environment, including stopping 
coal mining in the Margaret River 
region, the creation of land and sea 
conservation areas in the Kimberley, 
funding of Toad Busters in the far 
north and the creation of a Waste 
Authority to work out ways to reduce 
waste and the amount of waste which 
ends up in landfi ll. The irony of Bill 
Marmion’s address was that it omit-
ted to mention the many areas that 

the government had failed to act or 
acted in a way which had excessively 
compromised the environment in their 
decision making. It was as though, if 
delegates believed what the Minister 
for the Environment was saying, there 
is no need for organisations like the 
CCWA!

Respected Noongar Elder 
Ben Taylor, who is also a com-
mitted voice for the environment, 
gave the traditional Welcome to 
Country and reminded wadjellas 
(non–Aboriginals), the key to good 
environmental management is “We 

do not own the land but are obliged 
to care for it.”

Piers Verstegen, director of the 
Conservation Council, addressed the 
conference on the current issues and 
challenges facing the environment 
and how the upcoming state election 
was “a one off opportunity to save 
the environment.” As the effects of 
climate change were beginning to 
make their presence known through a 
sustained drying of the climate and a 
gradual warming of winter and sum-
mer temperatures, challenges were 
occurring for various groups in the 
community to adapt and cope with 
these changes.

In regards to climate change 
Verstegen singled out for mention 
the “carbon fuel extraction industry 
in this state”. Especially fracking 
for unconventional gas which could 
have multiple negative consequences 
for the environment from an overuse 
of water supplies, contamination of 
ground water, massive leakages of 
methane and other gases-the former 
which is one of the worst contribu-
tors to green house gas emissions, 
and killing and mutation of wildlife. 
Verstegen had recently returned from 
as visit to several fracking sites in the 
USA and was disturbed by the effects 
it has had on the environment and 
peoples’ livelihoods. Other offending 
sectors of the carbon fuel extraction 
industry included the development of 
a conventional gas processing plant at 
James Price Point in the Kimberley, 
the proposed and almost approved 
Toro Energy uranium mine near 
Wiluna and the proposal for more 
coal mines in the state’s south west 
and Kimberley regions. 

To be able to put the message 
about the environment out there 
amongst the people, Verstegen said 
that it was important to plug into 
social media and new media as “more 
people are accessing these media than 
all other forms of media combined.”

These forms of media were, 
“important tools to help build a 
movement to protect the environ-
ment.” They were opportunities to 
present a message or information on 
environmental issues and allow people 
to engage and respond directly. In 
particular younger people – 92 percent 

of people in their 20s use social media 
and now do most of their socialising 
on the net.

However, Verstegen reminded the 
conference that online social media 
was no substitute and will never 
replace physical political activism 
and demonstrations which presented 
actual people confronting antagonists 
to environmental protection. These 
were often at the location of the 
environmental places that required 
action and protection.

There were also workshops on 
community engagement and politi-
cal lobbying which was important to 
getting an environmental issue on the 
radar of a particular political party and 
having it stay there.

A document was presented to the 
conference by Piers Verstegen which 
outlined the 12 Policy Priorities for 
the 2013 WA State Election. These 
included protecting the Kimberley 
which involves a number of environ-
mental issues in itself. This includes 
both onshore and offshore, the 
Aboriginal and broader community, 
and protecting the marine environ-
ment of which less than three percent 
currently lies in protected marine 
sanctuaries, protecting our forests, 
woodlands and rangelands which are 
under serious threat from the impacts 
of climate change, logging, fi re, and 
invasive pests and diseases. In addi-
tion keeping WA nuclear free, halting 
gas fracking, transforming our energy 
system and plan for climate change, 
securing our water future and keeping 
our food supply safe and our family 
farms in business.

Verstegen emphasised in regards 
to the policy priorities (which is a 

joint document with the Wilderness 
Society) that “It doesn’t make sense 
for the government to pursue a carbon 
intensive future rather than converting 
to renewable energy sources of which 
the state has abundant resources of 
solar, wind, geothermal and wave 
energy.” 

Once we have renewable energy it 
also makes sense to conserve energy 
and use it wisely and this means 
planning for increased cycle use in 
Perth, and other forms of sustainable 
transport which includes light rail and 
keeping the Tier 3 Rail Network open 

and well maintained in the state’s 
wheat belt. 

The State ALP leader Mark 
McGowan addressed the Conference 
and spoke of priorities that a future 
Labor government would give the 
environment which included changing 
some of the present policies of the 
current Barnett Liberal government 
to ensure that funding was available 
to care for the environment. This 
meant increasing resources to the 
state’s Climate Change Unit which 
currently only has four staff members, 
increasing the size and number of 
marine parks, saving all old growth 
forests where logging has resumed 
under the current government.

However, as long as a political 
party is wedded to the capitalist sys-
tem as the ALP currently is, it is hard 
to see how they can effectively com-
mit to a policy of resisting resource 
exploitation, as happens with social 
democratic governments the world 
over.

Senior Greens fi gure Giz Watson, 
who will be moving from her safe 
metropolitan seat to contest an upper 
house seat in the South West of 
WA, addressed the conference and 
spoke of the issues she encountered 
amongst the masses in her travels in 
her potential electorate. The voters 
are concerned about preserving the 
remaining wilderness of the south 
west, in particular the underground 
Yarragadee aquifer which underlines 

the health and vitality of the southwest 
and is under threat from mining and 
heavy extraction from its reserves. 
Also the health of the jarrah forests 
which are under threat from climate 
change which is causing the death 
of the forests through decreases in 
moisture and increases in temperature.

The environment and the effect 
which climate change has on the envi-
ronment is an issue which is increas-
ingly entering into the consciousness 
of people and therefore fi gures in the 
way we decide what sort of world we 
want. As if to underscore this point, 
as the conference participants were 
leaving, Hurricane Sandy, which had 
wreaked havoc in eastern Cuba, was 
gathering intensity and was about to 
hit the eastern seaboard of the United 
States of America with unparalleled 
fury.

Even in that nation of climate 
change deniers they have begun to 
take more seriously the impacts of 
man on the environment as nature 
has an uncanny way of responding 
when human activity begins to put  
ill-considered consequences into its 
path. It is not over yet as a snap freeze 
threatens to engulf the people of the 
north eastern USA still recovering 
from the rain and winds of Sandy.
* Richard attended the conference 
on behalf of the Australian 
Cuban Friendship Society which 
is a member of CCWA. 

We are obliged to 
care for the environment
Conservation Council of Western Australia State Conference

Mark McGowan and Piers Verstegen (left to right).

Saturday November 17
It's a day for families, the sector and the wider community to 
celebrate and support the fantastic work of early childhood 

educators. Free family fun days are being held in every capital city. 
Find your local event and register your attendance below.

Find your local event – bigsteps.org.au

Sydney

CELEBRATE THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION
The Sydney Central Branch of the CPA 
invites you to a BBQ lamb spit roast.
Lots of delicious food, music and 
a great afternoon of good company.

Sunday November 18
From 12:30 pm through the afternoon
33 Levey Street Chippendale
$20 - $10 concession

“It doesn’t make sense for the government to 
pursue a carbon intensive future rather than converting to 
renewable energy sources of which the state has abundant 
resources of solar, wind, geothermal and wave energy.”
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Kirstie Parker

He might be a long way from his 
native country of Australia – holed 
up in a makeshift bedroom in 
the tiny Ecuadorian embassy in 
London – but WikiLeaks founder 
and editor-in-chief Julian Assange 
will soon experience a taste of what 
he’s missing.

It’s a music play list that has 
been compiled for him by Aboriginal 
journalist Jeremy Geia, of National 
Indigenous TV (NITV), and features 
the likes of Coloured Stone and 
Warumpi Band.

Mr Geia is sending Mr Assange 
the gift after the transparency-in-
government crusader granted him 
his fi rst interview with an English-
speaking journalist since seeking 
and fi nding refuge in the embassy 
in June, out of the reach of extradi-
tion to Sweden where he’s wanted 
for questioning over sexual assault 
allegations, and to the United States 
over WikiLeaks’ release of sensitive 
national documents.

Mr Geia, who hails from 
Townsville in far north Queensland, 
has plenty of cheek, in a good way. 
The Canberra correspondent and polit-
ical journalist for NITV scored the 
coup after fronting up at the embassy 
in September and, well, asking.

“I knocked on the door and said 
I wasn’t interested in an interview – 
even though I was – but that I just 
wanted to meet the bloke,” he told 
the Koori Mail newspaper.

“I told them, if you’re going to 
talk to anyone, you’re an Australian 
and Indigenous media should be the 
fi rst you talk to.

“That afternoon, Assange can-
celled a few appointments and we 
talked for two hours. At the end of 

the two hours, he agreed to do an 
interview with me.

“When you go into the room, it’s 
quite small and he sleeps in there. 
There are only fi ve rooms in the 
embassy, one is a makeshift bedroom 
and he lives in it.

“He was very pleasant and we 
had high tea in the embassy and we 
had a very good discussion about life 
in general, about how he’s feeling.”

Mr Assange, who was named 
Time magazine’s runner-up person of 
the year in 2010 (he was pipped by 
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg), 
spoke about what he says are serious 
fl aws in the Australian government’s 
dealings with Indigenous Australians, 
and talked about the potential threats 
to Indigenous peoples world-wide 
based on the thousands of diplomatic 
cables WikiLeaks, and his support for 
Aboriginal sovereignty.

“This whole interview is a victory 
for black media in Australia,” said Mr 
Geia, who like Assange once attended 
Townsville High School.

Interview
“I was the fi rst journalist he has 

spoken to from a country where 
English is the offi cial language. I 
think a journalist from Paraguay and 
Ecuador had spoken to him, but he 
had knocked back a number of global 

media organisations, the BBC, the 
ABC and others.

“...For me, it was mostly curiosity 
about this person who many people 
say has been demonised and I sort of 
really wanted to hear his perceptions 
of that. As Aboriginal people, we hear 
that all the time... ‘you’re lazy, you’re 
a drunk, you’re no good’ etc, so for 
me it was of interest to see what he 
said and what his position was.

“I was attracted to hearing from 

him because he’s seen as a trouble-
maker. Aboriginal people are stirrers 
too... my grandfather led a strike on 
Palm Island in 1957 and, from my 
perspective, had every right to do 
what he did, drawing attention to 
social justice and equal rights.”

Also interviewed for the result-
ing 30-minute documentary “Julian 
on the Inside” were other people 
including international human rights 
specialist Geoffrey Robertson, QC, 
who questions what has come of dire 
predictions made as WikiLeaks has 
gone public with information from an 
assortment of whistleblowers.

Mr Geia also cleared up a fur-
phy doing the rounds in Indigenous 
communities that Mr Assange had 
asserted Torres Strait Islander herit-
age. He says Mr Assange is, in fact, 
descended from a Taiwanese family 
that still lives in the Torres Strait “but 
in terms of blood connection he is not 
a Torres Strait Islander”.

Last month in Sydney, Mr 
Assange’s father John Shipton 
accepted an “Aboriginal Nations 
Passport” on his son’s behalf from the 
Indigenous Social Justice Association 
(ISJA).
Koori Mail 

Assange speaks to NITV

NITV’s Jeremy Geia with Julian Assange at the Ecuadorian Embassy in London last month. Their interview was 
conducted under ultraviolet lighting, installed in Mr Assange’s room for health reasons because he’s unable to leave the 
embassy.

Nauru hunger strike: 
“We are still strong”
Despite efforts by Wilson Security 
and some Salvation Army workers, 
around 300 people remain on the 
mass hunger strike on Nauru.

Reports from the detention 
centre indicate that 13 people have 
required medical attention (Friday 
November 9). There are uncon-
fi rmed reports that the medical 
centre has begun using nasogastric 
feeding for some of the hunger 
strikers. This would indicate a more 
serious medical situation is emerg-
ing among the hunger strikers.

Until now the medical centre 
has been using glucose drips to 
rehydrate the hunger strikers.

As of writing there are also 
growing concerns regarding the 
health of the Iranian man in his 
29th day of hunger strike. One of 
the doctors at the detention centre 
told him that he was at the point 
where he risked kidney damage and 
that he is at greater risk of a heart 
attack.

The asylum seekers also 
report that although Wilson 
Security guards have stopped 
taking photographs of people eat-
ing, they are now approaching 
individual hunger strikers to try to 
convince them to end the hunger 
strike.

The asylum seekers also 
report that some Salvation Army 
workers are also trying to per-
suade people to end the hunger 
strike. One asylum seeker said 
that Wilson Security and some 
Salvation Army workers are trying 
to divide the camp, by supporting 
the people who are eating and try-
ing to turn them against those who 
are maintaining the protest.

“They are saying that the hun-
ger strikers are causing trouble for 
them,” the asylum seekers said. 
Another said, “No one accepts 
them [Wilson Security and the 
Salvation Army]. Everyone is 
staying strong.”

A camp committee with rep-
resentatives of all nationalities in 
detention meet regularly to dis-
cuss the progress of the protest.

“The deteriorating situation on 
Nauru demands that the Minister 
of Immigration urgently intervene. 
Not even his own department 
disputes that the Iranian man has 
been on hunger strike for 29 days. 
It is time for the Minister to stop 
playing politics with people’s 
lives. The Minister will be respon-
sible for any permanent damage to 
the Iranian man,” said Ian Rintoul 
for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“The numbers of asylum seek-
ers who arrived since the start 
of Pacifi c Solution 2.0 would fi ll 
Nauru and Manus Island almost 
three times over. The 377 asylum 
seekers are being sacrifi ced for 
the sake of the government’s off-
shore processing policy that has 
already failed.” 

The Fukushima nuclear disaster has considerably dampened 
plans to introduce nuclear power to Australia. Some senior Labor 
and Coalition fi gures privately support the idea but they are also 
well aware of the fact that there is not much community support 
for the idea. It was John Howard who went to the 2007 elec-
tion with an idea of developing nuclear power in Australia. His 
position was attacked by an effective Labor television advertis-
ing campaign asking in which marginal seat the nuclear reactors 
would be built. However, it is worthwhile being vigilant on the 
issue as Dr Ziggy Switkowski, a fi rm believer in nuclear power 
for Australia, said that “Fukushima has certainly delayed a seri-
ous debate about nuclear power by quite a few years, but we are 
basing our hopes for low emission baseload power on geother-
mal and carbon capture and storage, neither of which has proven 
viable, so I think we will have to have the debate eventually”.

It took almost two years for the royal commission into New 
Zealand’s Pike River mine tragedy that killed 29 men to come 
to the conclusion that the disaster was preventable. The mine’s 
owner, Pike River Coal Ltd lacked the systems and infra-
structure necessary to safely produce coal, according to the 
commission’s report. The Department of Labour which over-
sees the industry, “didn’t have focus, capacity or strategies to 
ensure that Pike was meeting its legal responsibilities under 
health and safety laws”, the commission said. “The drive for 
coal production before the mine was ready created the cir-
cumstances within which the tragedy has occurred”, the report 
said. “Directors and executive managers paid insuffi cient atten-
tion to health and safety and exposed the company’s workers 
to unacceptable risk. Mining should have stopped until the risks 
could be properly managed”. The company went into receiv-
ership because it could not pay its debts and its assets were 
fi nally sold to state-owned Solid Energy New Zealand. Its for-
mer chief executive pleaded not guilty to 12 charges of failing 
to comply with the Health and Safety Act brought by the Labour 
Department. Once again workers paid for profi ts with their lives.

“How are Taser weapons used by the NSW Police Force?” is 
the title of the report by the NSW Ombudsman. Well, accord-
ing to the report the police misuse Tasers one in every seven 
times they are deployed. The Ombudsman’s report was based 
on the fi ndings of a detailed review of how police used Tasers 
in 556 cases between June 1 and November 30, 2010. It found 
27 cases of inappropriate use in which a Taser was fi red. An 
extra 53 cases of inappropriate use involved a Taser being 
armed and drawn but not fi red. The Ombudsman found that 
the existing procedures for Taser use were unclear, confusing 
or silent on some important areas. He made 46 recommenda-
tions in the report – a very high number which shows that the 
use of Tasers is becoming a substitute for good policing and 
proper skills in de-escalating diffi cult and dangerous situations.

“I was attracted to hearing 
from him because he’s seen as a 
troublemaker. Aboriginal people 
are stirrers too ... ”
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Darrell Rankin

To Marxists, the last president of the Soviet 
Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, provides a sad 
spectacle every time our corporate elite trot 
him out as role model for young impres-
sionable minds. It is a sad image because of 
the harm he infl icted on the working class 
of this world, especially the workers of his 
own country.

Yet there is no denying the genuine love 
of our local establishment in Winnipeg for 
Gorbachev. He is loved because of his estab-
lished record of concealing troubling matters 
from the minds of our young. You won’t hear 
him talk much about the festering sores of 
capitalism, about how to create good-paying 
jobs, solve injustice to Aboriginal peoples, end 
tuition, end poverty, or prevent war, but you will 
hear him say that youth have a great future if 
they work hard.

Gorbachev is being used as an ideological 
tool to trump reality and actual history.

Not more than a decade after Russia’s 
counter-revolution, the average male life 
expectancy dropped to 57 years, a decline of 
close to 15 years. A rapacious class of entrepre-
neurs – many former communist part members 
like Gorbachev – looted Soviet Russia’s public 
property, creating misery and early death for 
their fellow citizens.

Outside Russia, the capitalist world was 
triumphal and arrogant. The world fell under 
imperialist diktat, epitomised by the creation of 
the World Trade Organisation in 1993. People 
with a lingering desire for social change were 
told “there is no alternative” and “history has 
ended.” It has taken two decades for people to 
emerge on a global scale from the confusion 
caused in large part by Gorbachev’s surrender 
to capitalist ideology.

Reawakening
The reawakening of dread about the 

future offered by the “development” of world 
capitalism is refl ected in popular movements 
such as the Arab Spring, the left’s gains in 
Latin America, the European resistance to the 
fi nancial oligarchy, a leap in strike action by 
Asian workers, and the occupy movement in 
our own back yard.

When Gorbachev surrendered to capitalist 
ideology more than 20 years ago, capitalists 
promised humanity an end to the heavy burden 
of the arms race, a “peace dividend.” They 
promised stability and a rosy future for work-
ers. Neither promise has been kept. Instead 
working people face a very shaky economic 
future and the threat of permanent, global war. 
Furthermore, capitalism’s heedless profi teering 
threatens nature on a scale that could result in 
the loss of billions of people.

Locked into an endless race to make more 
profi t, our capitalist overlords are ignoring 
the warnings of our best scientists about the 
need to develop realistic alternatives that put 
nature ahead of private profi t. These alterna-
tives include an end to militarism, oil sands 
development and reliance on fossil fuels, yet 
these enterprises all produce enormous profi ts 
for the one percent.

We are all doomed unless our guide is “best 
science”, not the best practice to make some 
fast money. As much as the apologists may try, 
capitalism will not evade political responsibility 
for the growing economic crisis, more militarism 
and war, and environmental catastrophe.

Departure from Marxism
So why did Gorbachev depart from 

Marxism? Gorbachev was elected to the highest 
positions in the Soviet Union at a time of dra-
matic nuclear war tensions. An enormous anti-
war movement developed to demand nuclear 
disarmament, which even US president Reagan 
began to accept in 1987 with the US-Soviet 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty.

Reagan realised that his party would lose 
the election because even in the United States 
a growing number of people realised imperial-
ism was the source of the nuclear war danger. 
He started holding summits with Gorbachev. 
Yet this is precisely when Gorbachev began to 
yield ideological ground, especially with his 
idea that universal values would now guide 
humanity’s future.

Gorbachev blessed US imperialism with the 
grace of being guided by universal values and 
not the rapacious appetite of the military-indus-
trial corporations. This was of great assistance 
to Reagan’s successor, the fi rst George Bush, 
but it produced not one disarmament treaty.

More importantly, in Russia itself the idea 
that capitalism was no longer such a danger-
ous and corrupt social system, was the greatest 
assistance to people, often in powerful positions, 
who ended up betraying socialism in 1991. 
Gorbachev followed a long line of people who 
try to confuse people that socialism is no differ-
ent than capitalism with a human face.

In Gorbachev’s words, “We are entering into 
a world of new dimensions, in which universal 
human values are acquiring the same mean-
ing for all and in which human freedom and 
well-being and the unique value of human life 
must become both the foundation and basis for 
universal security and the supreme criterion by 
which we measure progress.”*

These are fi ne-sounding words, but what do 
they actually mean? Are ideas of freedom and 
human values consistent with the capitalist world 
we see today, which is in a state of permanent 
war and other crises? Can socialism compete 
with capitalism using only such concepts, or 
did the Soviet Union also have to rely on tanks 
and artillery to defeat the Nazis in the Second 
World War?

“Freedom” can mean different things to 
different people; for example, in today’s capi-
talist world, for the Nazis in the 1940s, and for 
socialists. Workers faced with a demand for a 
wage freeze would view it as unreasonable, 
while the capitalist believes the freeze is com-
mon sense. To capitalists today, the freedom to 
make a private profi t is the highest noble aim.

So Gorbachev’s idea was never rooted in 
reality. It was an attempt to impose his mind 
on reality. Reality won, as it often does when 
you forget that social classes tend to bury ideas 
that may harm their interests – for as long as 
they are able.

Convergence theory
Gorbachev ended up becoming a liberal, not 

a Marxist. His view that capitalism and social-
ism would become a happy couple was nothing 
more than a regurgitated “convergence” theory 
advanced by bourgeois academics, notably since 
the 1930s and 1970s as a way to hide capital-
ism’s growing failures and the success of Soviet 
policies that actually were creating a more fair 
society, while defeating the fascists.

A better way to understand capitalists’ 

occasional embrace of “human rights” is to 
realise that they are a response by capitalism 
to the successes of socialism and the working 
class, or a way to hide capitalism’s failures, 
like starting two world wars. For example, the 
Soviet Union’s defeat of Nazi Germany led to 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the United Nations Charter. The massive strike 
wave in Canada in the 1970s (the greatest hurrah 
of the militant unionists who came out of the 
Depression and War) led to Trudeau’s Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. Another example is 
the Liberal Party’s 1919 promise to establish 
Medicare in Canada, soon after the Russian 
revolution created Medicare in that country.

On Mikhail Gorbachev’s visit to W

Mikhail Gorbachev (left) speaks to We Day co-founder Cra
strives to motivate youth to take action on local and global 

Wayne Roberts

I started my research by typing “crumbling” 
into Google, and as soon as I hit the fi rst 
letter in the second word, up popped “crum-
bling infrastructure”. I think that shows a 
lot of people are tracking what is often called 
a silent crisis of ageing sewage and water 
pipes, bridges, fi ltration plants and the like. 
Yet the issue isn’t on many governments’ 
to-do lists. Maybe that’s because the cost of 
fi xing old infrastructure quickly adds up to 
hundreds of billions without any promise of 
new benefi ts – be they new kinds of business 
opportunities, or new improvements to 
health and wellbeing.

But a late-summer conference that brought 
city gardeners and construction developers from 
around the world to Toronto has just issued 
a declaration calling for a new generation of 
living infrastructure that’s built in partnership 
with what’s conventionally thought of as urban 
agriculture.

Talk about an odd couple! But this call 
for convergence between two groups usually 
thought of as being on opposite sides of the 
political fence and in two entirely separate 
spheres of action (one, a money-making con-
struction industry that digs trenches, and one a 
form of recreation for those who love digging 
in gardens) is what today’s enduring business 
revolutions are all about.

Though this seems to be a time in his-
tory when more relationships among people 
are coming apart, it is also a time when new 
relationships are bringing people together, and 
business convergence is one of these. 

What is now treated as a ho-hum revolution 
– the 1990s convergence of communication, 

information and entertainment technologies – 
brought at least three industries together that 
had long been thought of as separate and uncon-
nected. Facebook, Twitter, Skype, electronic 
news services, movie rentals, music downloads 
– all are a product of that convergence.

A web of life
The same kind of revolutionary convergence 

may now be working its way through the con-
struction and planting fi elds. Twenty years from 
now, the landscape and building equivalents of 
Facebook and music downloads will become the 
beautiful norm in our unused and often unsightly 
urban spaces. This transformation won’t be 
based on digitalisation or the internet, but it 
will be based on the web – the web of life that 
weaves economic, environmental, community 
and health threads together.

When that convergence happens, it will 
roll out four sets of new benefi ts from one 
set of initiatives that cost far less than if each 
service were delivered separately. New ways 
of repairing, restoring and replacing crumbling 
infrastructure – or, in the slums of the Global 
South, creating such infrastructure for the fi rst 
time – will yield four benefi ts of crucial sig-
nifi cance for cities.

First, a new convergence-based strategy 
around the built environment will supply safe 
and economical ways of ensuring delivery of 
everyday needs performed by water, garbage, 
sewage and energy utilities.

Second, that infrastructure will be more 
environmentally friendly than present-day 
methods; more resilient in the face of unexpected 
events likely in an era of global climate change; 
and more responsible in its management of 
increasingly scarce resources. 

Third, producing food in the city will 
become economically viable because new 
spaces will be devoted to it, and because some 
of its revenues will come as a result of “fees 
for environmental services” that orchardists and 
gardeners provide to save public expenditures 
on infrastructure.

Fourth, millions of fulfi lling, creative and 
knowledge-based construction and maintenance 
jobs will be created, not just the one-off jobs 
created by “public works” programs designed to 
stimulate immediate job creation for relatively 
unskilled labour.

Here’s the insight that led the steering 
committee responsible for Toronto’s Urban 
Agriculture Summit to issue its declaration.

Farming benefits
In Europe, the many social, health, envi-

ronmental and economic benefi ts of regular 
countryside agriculture are identifi ed as “mul-
tifunctional” which qualifi es farmers for fees 
either from the European Union or their own 
country, without fear of having this fee defi ned 
as a subsidy that contradicts free trade or the 
World Trade Organisation.

If better farming practices lead to improved 
services – safer passage for migrating birds, bet-
ter life chances for at-risk species, cleaner water 
for healthy fi sheries or urban drinking water, 
increased storage of carbon in the soils offset-
ting carbon from fossil-fuel use, job training for 
youth, or easier access to rural walks for tour-
ists – then, Europeans argue, the farmers’ extra 
labour providing such extra services is deemed 
worthy of some economic compensation. 

A careful look at urban agriculture indicates 
that urban food production produces many 
health, social and environmental benefi ts and 

that this multi-functionality deserves a fee from 
regional governments. Far from costing local 
governments money, these fees compensate 
urban food producers for improvements that 
would be much more expensive to get from tra-
ditional infrastructure or conventional services. 

This is the business case for treating urban 
agriculture as infrastructure. Take the example 
of green roofs. Green roofs store and absorb 
rainfall on fl at roofs, thereby keeping rain from 
becoming storm water that fl oods sewers below. 
It’s cheaper for a city, especially a city that’s 
growing in size and looking at expensive expan-
sion of sewage infrastructure, to pay landlords 
a fee to green their roofs than it is to expand 
sewage pipes or sewage plants. The moisture 
released as evaporation by green roof plants a 
few days after the rainfall cools the city, thereby 
cutting down air-conditioning bills. The plants 
provide green space that’s welcome to birds 
and butterfl ies as well as residents looking for 
a beautiful view of the roof and the city – all 
amenities that are quite expensive to deliver 
if they’re dedicated services that serve one 
purpose only.

To add more icing to the cake, Steven 
Peck of Green Roofs for Healthy Cities points 
out that green roofs reduce the damage from 
direct exposure of the roof to ultraviolet sun 
rays during the summer and rapid freeze-thaw 
cycles during the winter, thereby extending the 
life of a roof almost indefi nitely. “This is a case 
where the benefi ts increase each year, instead 
of depreciating, as is the case with non-living 
infrastructure,” says Peck.

Community benefits
For an example of social benefi ts from 

green technologies, take community gardens. 

Talking about a (concrete) revolution
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Today, as their profi t-making meets larger 
impasses, capitalists are rapidly losing their 
enchantment with human values. The rise of 
fascist and far-right political forces across the 
capitalist world shows this to be true. The two 
world systems never converged, but capitalism 
gained the temporary upper hand. Universal 
values have done nothing to remove the spectre 
of nuclear war from humanity’s future. Marxists 
were never fooled into thinking that these uni-
versal values would give us peace and paradise 
as long as capitalism ruled the roost.

Gorbachev’s universal values have never 
refuted Marxism’s understanding that we are 
in the historic epoch of the transition from 

capitalism to socialism, and that workers still 
have a world to win, at least for a while.
Manitoba office, Communist Party of 
Canada
* Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
speech at the Second Summit of CSCE 
Heads of State or Government, Paris, 
November 19-21, 1990. He first used 
the concept in a 1988 speech at the 
United Nations General Assembly, so his 
departure from Marxism was never the 
subject of a pre-convention debate in the 
Soviet Communist Party, of which he was 
the General Secretary. 
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aig Kielsburger (right) through a translator. We Day is an annual event held in cities across Canada that 
issues. 

FoodShare started supporting community 
gardens about 20 years ago as a food source 
for individuals on low income. But projects 
mushroomed as people discovered the multiple 
benefi ts of gardens – education for school kids, 
job training and job-readiness training for the 
unemployed, youth engagement and community 
building for people in social housing projects, 
and so on. Almost by defi nition, the gardens 
also provide community benefi ts in terms of 
improved health, public safety, neighbourhood 
beautifi cation and pride.

If FoodShare and its food producers were 

paid a little extra for these extra services, it 
would be far more cost-effective for local 
government than funding separate programs for 
anti-hunger, school curriculum enhancement, 
job training and additional policing in stressed 
neighbourhoods. That’s the value proposition 
behind this Toronto declaration, which holds 
that “good food, green buildings, great cities 
grow together”.

This seemingly unusual partnership can 
bring an entirely new paradigm for the built 
environment in cities.
New Internationalist 

Dan Hancox 

The economic crash has brought millions of 
Spanish people onto the streets. The crash 
has disproportionately punished Spain’s 
young people. At 30, Antonio is not in the 
demographic that has borne the brunt: the 
16-24 year olds among whom there was 43 
percent unemployment a year ago, rising to 
50 percent, and most recently, 53 percent. 
The numbers start to lose meaning when 
they follow so rapidly after one another. 
800,000 empty homes. Five million unem-
ployed. Eight million indignados on the 
streets, calling for “real democracy now”. 
Sixty-fi ve billion euros (US$84 billion) of 
cuts on their way.

These conversations have become perennial: 
a whole generation fi xated on the question: “So 
where are you going to go?”

Antonio, like so many others, had returned 
to the family home, living with his parents and 
younger brother. The Ortiz homestead certainly 
felt cosy as we stretched out by their dining 
table, under which heaters took the edge off the 
relative evening chill of January. After a bit of 
family catching up in rapid, heavily accented 
Andalus Spanish, Antonio passed on the news to 
me in English. “So, my mother just got a call this 
morning: my brother has just lost his job. It was 
a big company as well. Just closed completely. 
He got one month’s notice.” Antonio and his 
mum shrugged. She was knitting determinedly. 
It’s hard to be shocked when the statistics make 
stories like this so likely.

But the news hung over the table. An inter-
minable TV talk show was rattling away in the 
background. Antonio’s older brother Manuel 
returned from work – he drives an hour each 
way to work as a primary schoolteacher – and 
gave me a friendly clip around the ear. He joined 
us, knees under the tablecloth, for a comforting 
bowl of beef and potato stew. As the family pro-
ceeded through an itemised list of everyone they 
knew who’d lost their jobs recently, Manuel did 
what I began to recognise as “the crisis sigh”: 
a unique expression which combines a slight 
eye-roll and a resigned half-smile.

What are people to do, I asked. “Leave” he 
said, coughing up a chuckle. Manuel’s friends 
were going abroad in droves. “Especially the 
graduates, people with lots of skills, you know? 
The only opportunities left in Spain are to work 
somewhere like Burger King.” The brain drain 
takes people to Germany, to Britain, to North 
America. One cousin, for example, could only 
fi nd the well-paid tech research work that she’s 

trained for in Canada, so she was heading 
there, leaving her friends and family behind. 
Antonio himself was considering prospects 
in France (where he had a Spanish émigré 
friend), or Sweden (where he had a few tenu-
ous work contacts), or Britain again (where he 
had already travelled for work). Don’t tell my 
mother I’m thinking of leaving again though,” 
he said in rapid, deliberately indecipherable 
English, smiling at her through gritted teeth. 
These conversations have become perennial: a 
whole generation fi xated on the question: “So 
where are you going to go?”

Of course, these graduates, from Spain’s 
broad middle-class, are not at the sharpest end 
of the country’s deepening crisis. There is an 
undoubted privilege in being able to consider 
emigration as an option, to have an emotion-
ally and spatially accommodating family home 
that will offer a fallback. These are the much-
discussed graduates with no future, a group who 
were integral to the various global ruptures in 
2011, and whose very existence suggests more 
of the same.

Spain’s young unemployed certainly do not 
lack the skills to sustain the country’s lunge 
into post-Fordist modernity. The fruits of three 
decades of social democracy since Franco are 
now mouldering in the heat. Forty percent of 
Spanish 25-34 year olds have degrees compared 
to the EU average of 34 percent. Yet few of 
them can fi nd a way to use those qualifi cations 
in the country where they earned them. And so 
they are leaving. There are no offi cial fi gures 
but several estimates put the number of gradu-
ates who have departed since the crisis began 
at around 300,000.

The great historical brain drains tended to 
emerge either from a dearth of particular skills 
in the destination country or from the persecu-
tion of a particular group in the country of 
origin, or both. Scientists left post-war Europe 
for America because of the skills gap in the 
latter, while 17th century Huguenots fl ed Louis 
XIV’s regime for their own safety and ended up 
starting what would become the South African 
wine industry. What’s happening in Spain looks 
altogether more ragged and unfocused. Perhaps 
this is a vision of the west’s medium-term 
future: itinerant human capital spreading out in 
a thousand directions at once, like an anthill hit 
with a spade, as outsourcing, automation, and 
the immutable rise of the global south leave an 
over-educated post-Franco generation with the 
skills to work everywhere and no opportunity 
to apply them.
New Internationalist 

Spain’s 
brain drain
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WT Whitney

Hurricane Sandy ravaged eastern 
Cuba on October 25 and humani-
tarian aid was soon on the way 
from throughout Cuba and from 
Venezuela, Russia, and Bolivia. 
US activists called for easing the 
US blockade against Cuba so 
US construction material could 
arrive. Cuban observer Iroel 
Sánchez had another idea: “The 
best humanitarian aid Cuba could 
receive – the equivalent of billions 
of tons – would be to end the 
blockade.”

The United Nations General 
Assembly takes that notion up on 
November 13 [as The Guardian 
goes to press] when for the 21st 
consecutive year it votes on a Cuban 
sponsored resolution calling for the 
blockade’s demise. Last year the US 
and Israel were the only dissenters 
to the same resolution out of 186 
voting nations.

In preparation, the Cuban Foreign 
Ministry has supplied the UN with a 
report on workings, effects, and his-
tory of the blockade, a core piece of 
US Cuban policy. This comprehen-
sive and detailed report accessible 
on the Ministry’s website examines 
blockade operations and impact in 
their totality and thus provides an 
alternative to sporadic media reports 
on particular instances of blockade 
related suffering and shortages. 
The current 14,000-word document 
focuses heavily on new developments 
cropping up during the year ending 
on April 30, 2012.

The report begins by citing a 
statement in June from Adam Szubin, 
Treasury Department offi cial in charge 
of sanctions, as signifying continued 
US dedication, after half a century, to 
enforcing the blockade. Announcing a 
record US$619 million fi ne imposed 
on a Netherlands bank for handling 
dollars claimed by Cuba, Szubin 
asserted that sanctions do refl ect US 
national security and foreign policy 
interests, and that OFAC (the Treasury 
enforcement division) “pursues them 
exhaustively.”

The introductory segment notes 

that, “Policies of economic asphyxi-
ation ... haven’t let up for even an 
instant [since 1959]. Successive 
US governments are obsessed with 
destroying the political, social, and 
economic system chosen by the 
Cuban people in exercise of rights of 
self determination and sovereignty.” 
Not only are US policies genocidal, 
but also, “The anti-Cuban blockade 
continues as the most unjust, all-
encompassing, severe and prolonged 
system of unilateral sanctions ever 
applied against any country in the 
world.”

Multiple illustrations are offered 
of how Cuba is prevented from 
exporting and importing to and from 
the United States and denied access 
to goods US affi liated companies 
produce in third countries. Cuba is 
prohibited from using US dollars in 
international fi nancial transactions. US 
banks, their affi liates abroad, and US 
controlled institutions like the World 
Bank, International Monetary Fund, 
and the Inter-American Development 
Bank refuse to consider loans. In the 
process of monitoring foreign banks, 
OFAC has frozen US$245 million in 
Cuban assets.

The report reviews new US laws 
and regulations pertaining to the 
blockade and applauds US and world-
wide opposition. It reviews adverse 
effects on health care, food supply, 
export industries, foreign investment 
in Cuba, and Cuban patents. “Extra-
territorial” enforcement actions and 
interference with international aid to 
Cuba are discussed. Interference with 
educational and cultural interchanges 
is routine, as are restrictions placed on 
foreign-based technologies essential 
to Cuba’s construction, information 
technology, communications, and 
tourism industries.

Monetary losses associated with 
particular categories of blockade 
enforcement are recorded. Expressed 
in US dollars, they reach into the 
millions. Thus, “Between April, 2011 
and March, 2012, the construction 
industry was deprived of $1.027 
million with the result that up to 
2,000 houses weren’t built, or some 
14,000 weren’t maintained, or 9,000 

weren’t repaired.” In all, losses over 
50 years amount to $108 billion, or 
as expressed in terms of a depreci-
ating dollar, one trillion 66 billion 
dollars. The US blockade is “the 
principal obstacle to economic and 
social development of the island,” 
the report claims.

This kind of blockade resembles 
real war in the suffering caused by 
both and often in their common 
goals. The US government infuses 
its blockade policy with the language 
of war. Presidential re-authorisations 
of the blockade, for example, invoke 
the 1917 Trading with the Enemy Act, 
and Cuba periodically is designated 
a “terrorist” nation. An Eisenhower 
offi cial in 1959 called for measures 
leaving Cuba with shortages and 

suffering in order to overthrow the 
government there. Preparations for 
invading Cuba’s Bay of Pigs would 
shortly follow.

So the US is mobilised for grim 
confl ict, while Cuba would and does 
work in peace. The contrast, for 
example, is striking between the US 
facility once known as the School 
of the Americas where, according to 
critics, the US Army trains assassins 
and human rights abusers and Cuba’s 

Latin American School of Medicine 
where students from 40 countries 
receive medical training.”

In other words, the US block-
ades an island neighbour while, at 
the same time, Cuba was enabling 
Juan Carlos Reinao Merilao, an 
indigenous inhabitant of Chile, not 
only to serve as a physician, but 
also, indirectly, to become major of 
Araucanía municipality.
People’s World 

Cuban report to UN 
condemns US blockade

US President Kennedy signs Cuba quarantine proclamation, 23 October 1962.

NHS workers ready to 
fight regional pay

Greece cuts package 
passes parliament 
with just 153 votes

Will Stone

BRITAIN: Nationwide industrial 
action is on the cards if the govern-
ment listens to increasing pressure 
to ditch national pay agreements 
for NHS staff, unions have warned. 
Right-wing think tank Reform 
upped the ante on the debate in a 
report published last week advising 
the government to drop national 
pay agreements and allow health 
organisations to negotiate their 
own deal with employees.

Pro-market Reform also praised 
the 20 “rogue” NHS trusts in the 
south-west who have formed a “pay 
cartel” that is considering breaking 
away from the national framework. 
Reform said ministers should offer 
their “full support” to the consor-
tium and urged Health Secretary 
Jeremy Hunt to reject the argu-
ment for maintaining national pay 
arrangements.

But Unison and GMB said that 
Reform’s report is the “wrong pre-
scription for NHS pay.”

Breaking up national pay, terms 
and conditions would do nothing 
to improve patient care but would 
cause massive industrial unrest 
across the NHS, Unison warned.

The union slammed the unhelp-
ful timing of the report which 
coincides with “knife-edge” nego-
tiations that took place with NHS 
employers aimed at reaching a 
national agreement on Agenda for 
Change.

Unison head of health Christina 
McAnea said: “Reform’s report is 
writing the wrong prescription for 
NHS pay. It ignores the fact that 
Agenda for Change has a proven 
track record of delivering fairness 
and for keeping the industrial peace 
across the NHS.”

GMB’s national offi cer for 
the NHS Rehana Azam said that 

what keeps the NHS “national” 
is a national agreement. “Failure 
to embrace this will unbuckle and 
fragment the service, with a skills 
drain that will see NHS staff mov-
ing to regions with better pay and 
damaging patient care in others,” 
she said.

Last week saw MPs thrash 
out the debate on regional pay in 
Parliament. 

Shadow health secretary Andy 
Burnham said: “The NHS is frag-
menting before our eyes. It is being 
broken apart and ministers are 
doing absolutely nothing about it.

“This week, as we campaign 
for a Living Wage, we have to 
defend national pay in the NHS as 
the health service sets a lead for a 
whole range of other employers in 
every community.”
Morning Star 

James Rodie

Greek workers vowed today to 
continue their fi ght against auster-
ity despite a narrow government 
victory. Its latest cuts Bill scraped 
through the 300-seat parliament 
with 153 votes.

It commits Greece to a further 
€13.5 billion of cuts and economic 
“restructuring,” including destroy-
ing workers’ rights and raising the 
retirement age. Prime Minister 
Antonis Samaras admitted some 
of the measures were “unfair” 
but claimed that without the cuts 
Greece would go bankrupt. 

In the end his 176-seat coalition 
was reduced to 153 votes.

Junior partner Democratic 
Left’s 16 MPs refused to support 
the attack on workers’ rights. And 
six MPs from the social democrat 
Pasok and one from Mr Samaras’s 
New Democracy party rebelled and 
were kicked out.

Outside parliament 100,000 
people made it clear what ordinary 
Greeks thought of the plan. Trade 
unionists had gathered from all over 

Athens to surround the building, 
with many staying in Syntagma 
Square into the early hours despite 
torrential rain and baiting by riot 
police.

A few hundred protesters began 
rioting, hurling chunks of marble 
and home-made bombs at police 
who responded with tear gas and 
water cannon.

Greek Communist Party 
General Secretary Aleka Papariga 
warned that state violence went 
hand-in-hand with the government’s 
cuts.

“The violence will increase, 
we know this very well, you are 
not persuasive without violence,” 
she said. But even the massive cuts 
weren’t enough for German Finance 
Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble, who 
said that eurozone fi nance ministers 
wouldn’t release the next raft of 
credit at their next meeting.

He wants to wait until the 2013 
Greek budget is rubber-stamped 
and a later report by the EU, IMF 
and European Central Bank.
Morning Star 
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Nile Bowie

After months of rhetoric and politi-
cal campaigning, the smoke has 
fi nally cleared on the media frenzy 
that is the US Presidential Election. 
Once the winner of the race was 
announced, supporters at the 
Obama Campaign headquarters in 
Chicago jubilantly celebrated. The 
haze of American fl ags, pop music, 
and confetti worked wonders 
to mask the absence of any real 
political substance throughout the 
election process.

Cheering supporters shouted “four 
more years” as President Obama took 
to the stage to deliver his victory 
speech – complete with highly emo-
tional grandiloquence, two mentions 
of the US military being the strongest 
in the world, and of course – a joke 
about the family dog. After an exorbi-
tant US$6 billion spent by campaigns 
and outside groups in the primary, 
congressional and presidential races, 
Americans have re-elected a president 
better suited for Hollywood than 
Washington. A 2010 ruling by the US 
Supreme Court that swept away limits 
on corporate contributions to political 
campaigns has paved the way for the 
most expensive election in American 
history, in the midst of an economic 
crisis nonetheless.

In the nation that gave birth to 
the marketing concept of branding, 
it is to be assumed that politicians 
would eventually adopt the same 
techniques used to promote consumer 
products – enter Obama. After eight 
years under the Bush administration, 
America desperately needed change. 
Instead of any meaningful structural 
reform, America ushered in a global 
super star whose charm and charisma 
not only resuscitated American pres-
tige, but also masked the continued 
dominance of deregulators, fi nanciers, 
and war-profi teers.

Obama’s most valuable asset is 
his brand, and his ability to chan-
nel the nostalgia of transformative 
social movements of the past, while 
serving as a tabula rasa of sorts to his 
supporters – an icon of hope who is 
capable of inspiring the masses and 
coaxing them into action – despite the 
Obama administration expanding the 
disturbing militaristic and domestic 
surveillance policies so characteristic 
of the Bush years, and channelling 
never before seen authority to the 
executive branch.

The American public at large 
is captivated by Barack’s contrived 
media personality and the grandeur of 
his political poetry and performance, 
and is therefore reluctant to acknowl-
edge his enthusiastic continuation of 
the deeply unethical policies of his 
predecessor. Obama is indeed a leader 
suited for a new age, one of post-
intellectualism and televised spectacle 
– a time when huge demographics 
of voters are more infl uenced by 
Jay-Z and Katy Perry’s endorsement 
of Obama over anything of political 
substance he preaches.

While the US has historically 
exported “democracy promotion” 
through institutions like the National 
Endowment for Democracy (trends 
that have accelerated under the 
Obama administration), so few see the 
American electoral process for what 
it is – unacceptably expensive, fi lled 
with contrived debates, and subject to 
the kind of meticulous controls that 
America’s foreign adversaries are 
accused of presiding over.

A leaked “Memorandum of 
Understanding”, signed by both the 
Obama and Romney campaigns, pro-
vides unique insight into the nature 
of the three televised debates, and 
the extent to which organisers went 
to prevent the occurrence of any 
form of unplanned spontaneity. The 
document outlines how no members 

of the audience would be allowed 
to ask follow-up questions to the 
candidates, how microphones will 
be cut off right after questions were 
asked, and how any opportunities for 
follow-up questions from the crowd 
would be disregarded.

In what was billed as a series 
of town-hall style debates where 
members of the community can come 
together and ask questions that refl ect 
their concerns – in actuality, the two 
candidates dished out pre-planned 
responses to pre-approved questions, 
asked by pre-selected individuals. The 

political domination of the Republican 
and Democratic parties over the 
debates is nowhere more apparent 
than in the arrest of Green Party 
Presidential candidate Jill Stein and 
her running mate, Cheri Honkala, as 
the two attempted to enter the site of 
the second presidential debate.

Despite the obscurity and almost 

non-existent media presence of 
third party candidates, former New 
Mexico Governor Gary Johnson of the 
Libertarian Party received one percent 
of the popular vote in the general elec-
tion, amounting to over 1.1 million 
votes, the best in the history of the 
Libertarian Party. In contrast to the 
choreographed exchanges offered by 
the televised debates between Obama 
and Romney, Moscow’s state-funded 
Russia Today news service offered 
third-party candidates an opportunity 
to voice their political programs in 
two debates aired on the channel. 

Throughout these debates, third-
party candidates spoke of repealing 
Obama’s authorisation of indefi nite 
detention through the National 
Defence Authorisation Act (NDAA), 
the need for coherent environmental 
legislation, the gross misdirection of 
American foreign policy, the necessity 
of deep economic restructuring, and 

the illogicality of marijuana prohibi-
tion. In her closing statement at the 
debate, Green Party candidate Jill 
Stein brought up a signifi cant point:

“They’re 90 million voters who 
are not coming out to vote in this 
election, that’s one out of every two 
voters – that’s twice as many as those 
who will come out for Barack Obama, 
and twice the number that will come 
out for Mitt Romney. Those are vot-
ers who are saying ‘No’ to politics as 
usual, and ‘No’ to the Democratic and 
Republican parties. Imagine if we got 
out word to those 90 millions voters, 

that they actually have a variety of 
choices and voices in this election.”

American presidential politics 
are not devoid of progressive voices, 
but in reality, America doesn’t need a 
third-party – it needs a second party. 
The overwhelming lack of choice 
offered by this election can only be 
attributable to the political duopoly of 
the Republican and Democratic par-
ties. As President Obama begins his 
second and fi nal term, some feel that 
this could be a chance for the White 
House to pursue more progressive 
ends – an opportunity for Obama to 
act on his own campaign rhetoric and 
roll back militarism and the infl uence 
of Wall Street fi nancers.

While such optimism may prevail 
in the minds of many, the fact that 
President Obama issued a drone strike 
that killed three people in Yemen just 
hours after being re-elected is a tell-
ing sign of things to come from the 
Obama administration. As the United 
States continues to project itself 
around the world as the defi nitive 
model of “freedom and democracy”, 
it is apparent that the central bank-
ers, corporate fi nanciers, and crony 
capitalists who control America’s 
electoral system did indeed learn a 
thing or two from communism:

“The best way to control the 
opposition is to lead it ourselves.” – 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin
globalresearch.ca 
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US Elections: 
The empty politics of duopoly

Obama's speech in Chicago after his re-election.

State of malaise in Europe
Sergio Alejandro Gomez

If anyone was in any doubt as 
to the programmed demolition 
of the welfare state in Europe, 
recent information concerning a 
community budget to help people 
in the greatest need confirms 
that the current economic crisis 
has provided a perfect excuse to 
return to the situation of “save 
yourself if you can” on the 
continent.

The European Union public 
service newspaper reported that, 
on October 24 in Brussels, rep-
resentatives from the 27 member 
countries launched a new 2.5- bil-
lion euro fund to help the four 
million-plus homeless in the 
region.

The program runs from 2014-
2020, and a simple mathematical 
exercise is enough to work out 
that the EU will only invest 28 
centimes a day in these persons 
during the period.

This fi gure is even more paltry 
if one takes into account the 40 
million people who have problems 
acquiring food or the 116 mil-
lion living below or on the pov-
erty line, according to European 
Commission data.

To cap it all, a large part of the 
poorest sector living in the heart 
of the First World is composed 
of minors. Recently, UNICEF 
warned that 80,000 additional 
children were living in poverty 
in 2011. In Spain alone, UNICEF 
estimates that more than two 

million children are in this situa-
tion, one in four.

However, Spain recently 
received an EU rescue of 100 bil-
lion euros for its banks; in other 
words, 40 times more money for 
speculating banks than for the 
homeless of the bloc.

In almost all of Europe, from 
Greece to Germany, there remains 
little memory of the time when the 
state assumed a heavy social bur-
den, whether out of philanthropic 
commitment or for fear of the 
social revolution which dominated 
the second half of the 20th cen-
tury. In full blown economic crisis 
and without any clear solution on 
the horizon, it would seem that the 
state of malaise is here to stay.
Granma 

Americans have re-elected a president better 
suited for Hollywood than Washington.
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The 
elevation 
of the rich
Britain, the government never tires of 
repeating, “is open for business”, as though 
the country was being refurbished, or was 
recovering from some natural catastrophe. 
Prime Minister David Cameron told his 
reshuffl ed cabinet in September that all 
ministers are now economic ministers, 
since the economy must now be the focus 
of all efforts.

The National Health Service, following 
the successful establishment of an outpost of 
Moorfi elds Eye Hospital in Dubai in 2007, 
is to be allowed to set up profit-making 
“branches” abroad, to help fund the service 
at home. Education is now one of our major 
exports (although the withdrawal of London 
Metropolitan University’s licence to sponsor 
international students has thrown thousands 
into uncertainty as to whether they will be able 
to fi nish their expensive courses; a piece of 
xenophobic self-sabotage which has certainly 
tarnished the trade in this particular commodity).

Culture is also a major source of revenue 
for Britain – archaic historical dramas about 
the upper classes like Downton Abbey have the 
agreeable effect of persuading the world that 
Britain really is still living its imperial heyday, 
at the same time yielding lucrative returns. We 
know that the armaments industry has long made 
a signifi cant contribution to keeping UKplc 
(as some proudly call it) afl oat; authoritarian 
regimes have depended upon our weaponry to 
maintain order among their own restive citizens. 
Our language is also a profi table export item; 
the irony being that many native speakers in 
Britain have so little use for it that Shakespeare 
and the King James version of the Bible have 
become unintelligible to them.

The urgency of restoring economic growth 
has placed the government in a dilemma. On 

the one hand, bankers, moneylenders and fi nan-
ciers who made great fortunes, both out of the 
fi nancial collapse and out of its aftermath, are 
deeply unpopular. But these are also the people 
on whom, we are told, the country depends, 
to bring us out of the double-dip recession. 
How to rehabilitate the entrepreneurs and the 
masters of capital, how to ensure that London’s 
fi nancial sector does not suffer under the general 
opprobrium incurred by bankers, speculators 
and traders in esoteric products – this is the 
question facing the Coalition government.

The government has skilfully transferred 
responsibility for the crisis, not only onto the 
previous Labour administration, but also onto 
the people themselves, whose indebtedness, 
overspending and self-indulgence have been 
seen as contributory causes. The Coalition 
alone has the courage to “rebalance” the 
economy, even if this means undermining the 
foundation of the welfare state. The rich have 
to be defended, indeed, protected from public 
wrath, a task made easier by the fact that in 
recent years, the rich have been elevated into 
objects of emulation, role models, the movers 
and shakers of the world, the source of all 
conceivable good. This is why government 
ministers have been swift to defend their true 
constituents, those whose money counts more 
tellingly in the scales of power than the weight-
less thistledown of mere votes. The native rich 
are being joined by their friends from sites of 
economic chaos and uncertainty – Greece and 
Spain, Russia, the Middle East – to snap up 
multi-million properties in London, which must 
represent the most extensive money-laundering 
activity in the world.

Michael Fallon, the new Minister of State 
for Business, said we should “salute” the wealth 
creators; he likened entrepreneurs to “Olympian 

champions”, warning against the re-emergence 
of “the politics of envy”, that serviceable 
slogan used to delegitimise any whisper of 
social justice. Chancellor George Osborne is 
adamant that he will not overtax the “wealth 
creators”, lest they switch their mysterious 
arts to enriching occupants of countries whose 
leaders understand the sacred inviolability of 
the market. The myth of universal business is 
so potent that no human activity can now be 
undertaken unless it yields a ”return”, pays 
dividends, is transformed into a market transac-
tion. When Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg 
threatens to make the rich pay more, his empty 
words are carried away on the chill winds of 
economic “reality”. 

The rich are no longer bloodsuckers, 
leeches or vampires, as they were sometimes 
represented in an earlier bestiary of capitalism; 
they are now a different order of creatures, 
tigers or lions, big beasts, cheetahs rather than 
cheaters. The epic process that has transformed 
the wealthy from bloated plutocrats, grinders of 
the faces of the poor, extortioners and exploiters 
into creators of wealth and authors of affl uence 
is complete. Public outrage must be channelled 
into placid waters, where it will not affect those 
who make the weather (as well as change the 
climate), and upon whose scientifi c sorcery 
growth and expansion depend.

The rich, always alert to new possibilities, 
have donned the discarded clothing of the 
sometime heroics of labour and promote them-
selves as the sole source of all hope, increase 
and improvement. They display not only their 
wealth but the indispensability of their works, 
the high-octane lifestyle, the urgent jetting 
between continents for the sake of saving this 
company, promoting that technology, taking 
over some neglected assets. They tirelessly 

span the globe, risking ulcers, heart conditions 
and an early grave in the interests of generating 
riches, less for themselves (despite the hand-
some rewards) than for the salvation of the 
people; for without their selfl ess dedication to 
the revolutions of money, we would languish in 
the poverty, ignorance and misery from which 
their unwearying hyperactivity has rescued 
us. They have become redeemers – a role that 
belonged earlier to the vanguard of labour and, 
long before that, to the saints of Christianity.

This is why economic crimes come low in 
the order of justice. Did HSBC launder money 
from Mexican drug cartels and potential ter-
rorists, and did it apologise for a “shameful 
system”? Was Ian Hannam of JP Morgan guilty 
of insider trading, a form of “market abuse”, 
as it was called, probably the worst form of 
abuse anyone can imagine? Did James Cayne 
of Bear Stearns cause the bank to suffer huge 
losses through sub-prime mortgages? Had 
Enron – perhaps the scandal of the century – 
hidden its debts in “special-purpose entities”? 
Yes; but even the epic wrongdoing of the new 
century cannot diminish the newly exalted 
status of the global rich and the insolence of 
their dictatorial powers.

This is not new. Down the ages, the rich 
have been looked up to, revered, perceived as 
the elect of God, placed in their high station by 
Providence, appointed to oversee lesser mortals. 
That there is a rough-and-ready congruence 
between the old bearers of aristocratic values 
and the new controllers of human destinies is 
not entirely fortuitous. But their remaking of 
the universe has been so successful that Marx’s 
priority of changing the world must be set aside 
for a season, while the struggle to understand 
it must be started all over again.
Third World Resurgence 
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“We condemn the US for bullying 
Australia about cuts to the military 
budget,” Dr Hannah Middleton, 
General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Australia, said in Sydney 
today.

The imminent arrival of US 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
and US Defence Secretary Leon 
Panetta for the annual AUSMIN talks 
in Perth has been preceded by claims 
the US is unhappy with Australian 
government cuts to the military 
budget and that Australia is “free-
loading” on the American taxpayer.

“Australia is already spending 
over $70 million every single day 
on the military but the federal gov-
ernment says it can’t fi nd money to 
properly fund dental, mental health, 
disability and services for the people.

“And these millions of dollars 
are being spent on equipment needed 
to support US military adventures in 
Asia and the Indo-Pacifi c, not for the 
defence of Australia.

“When bushfi res and cyclones 
struck last year, the Australian 

Defence Force had neither water 
bombing planes nor seaworthy trans-
port ships to rescue the victims.

“The ADF should serve the 
Australian people, not be prostituted 
to the overbearing ambitions of the 
US and its armaments corporations.

“Australia’s Defence Minister 
Stephen Smith boasts that on a per 
capita basis Australia is the second 
highest spender on the military in the 
world,” Dr Middleton continued.

“Yet even this has not satisfi ed 
the US which insists our country 
impoverish itself to back up US for-
eign policy objectives and the US 
military-industrial complex.

“The Afghan War continues to 
cost Australian lives and around $1.3 
billion per year.

“Australia also recently increased 
its contingent in Afghanistan and still 
the US wants more!

“The US military-industrial com-
plex is not an ally but an enemy of 
the Australian people,” Dr Middleton 
concluded. 

“AUSMIN will be an economic and 
strategic disaster for Australia,” 
Vinnie Molina, President of the 
Communist Party of Australia, 
said. Australian Defence Minister 
Stephen Smith and Foreign 
Minister Bob Carr will be meeting 
their US counterparts at the annual 
AUSMIN talks to be held in Perth 
this week.

“These Ministers are betray-
ing the over 70 percent of the 
Australian people who want our 
troops out of Afghanistan,” Mr 
Molina said.

“They are betraying Australians 
desperate for dental, mental health 
and disability services.

“They are betraying every 
Australian who wants independ-
ence, peace and security at home 
and in our region.

“It’s time we had a govern-
ment that acts in the interests of our 
people rather than bowing to the 
dictates of Washington,” Mr Molina 
continued.

“The US pivot to our region 

with US marines stationed in 
Darwin, US drones to fl y from 
the Cocos Islands, more US ship 
and plane visits, and an increased 
number of joint military exercises 
are all turning Australia into a giant 
US military base.

“They are also threatening 
Australia’s security and our eco-
nomic development as the US pulls 
us into its dangerous plans to con-
tain China.

“We need to be part of Asia, not 
the deputy sheriff to an increasingly 
aggressive United States adminis-
tration intent on protecting its own 
commercial interests rather than the 
interests of the people of this region 
and the world.

“We condemn the Gillard 
government for betraying the 
Australian people.

“We call for an immediate ten 
per cent cut in the massive $32 
billion military budget to pay for 
social needs and to help fund an 
independent and peaceful foreign 
policy,” Mr Molina concluded. 

AUSMIN 
a disaster for Australia

US bullying Australia to 
waste more money on military

The CPA 
Central Committee 
at its meeting on 
November 10-11 
issued the following 
press releases.
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Obama’s re-election to the 
White House may have 

kept Mitt Romney and the Religious 
Right out of the Oval Offi ce, but it 
still leaves the US military-industrial 
complex at the helm of the world’s 
top super-power. Free to continue to 
trample on democratic rights around 
the world, free to distort the global 
economy to suit the profi t objectives 
of the biggest US corporations, and 
free to siphon wealth away from the 
mass of the people who create it and 
into the bottomless pockets of a rela-
tive handful of capitalists who believe 
they have a right to possess it.

Obama may have good inten-
tions, but the system he oversees is 
inexorably draining away people’s 
wealth and leaving workers in the 
USA itself in despair and poverty. No 
wonder that “fi xing the economy” is 
the number one task before him now. 
But there’s the rub: capitalism cannot 
do it. And while Obama struggles with 
this dilemma, the power structure of 
capitalism continues to attempt to 
crush all forms of opposition to its 
policies.

Under cover of a never-ending 
propaganda barrage that portrays the 
USA as the bastion of free speech, 
democratic rights and human decency, 
the various agencies of the US gov-
ernment are stomping down hard on 
any voices of dissent. US police have 
in the recent past used dogs and fi re-
hoses to attack demonstrators. Now 
they have added pepper spray and 
tasers to their arsenal.

However, as the State cracks 
down with increased ferocity, the 

protestors are using technology to 
defend themselves. A sequence in the 
documentary Future Radicals (ABC2 
Sunday November 18 at 9.30pm)
shows an American cop who was 
fi lmed casually walking through a 
peaceful protest demo with a smile on 
his face as he pepper sprayed young 
women in the face, leaving them on 
the ground screaming with pain and 
shock. He thought it was funny. The 
protesters enhanced the fi lmed foot-
age and managed to identify the cop 
concerned. They produced his image 
and his behaviour on posters and 
websites, turning him into a national 
sick joke and the poster boy for poor 
quality policing. He didn’t think that 
was funny.

The subject matter of Future 
Radicals is the anti-imperialist hack-
ers who under the nom de guerre
“Anonymous” are using the Internet 
to fi ght capitalism and anything else 
they see as oppression or injustice 
(not always accurately of course) 
while demanding that information 
on the Internet should be free. To 
the US establishment they are clearly 
and simply “terrorists”. The fi lm is 
scrappy and not altogether coherent 
but it is always interesting.

The two-part mini series 
Modern Spies (ABC1 

Mondays from November 19 at 
8.30pm) is by contrast quite well 
made. That does not make it good, 
however. After all, would you believe 
a fi lm purporting to show you the 
inner workings of the CIA if it 
were made by the CIA? No, neither 
would I.

This one seeks to show us what 
the world of spying is really like 
for members of MI5 and MI6 (it’s a 
British program) and also for the FBI. 
The message they try to get across 
is that spying is not glamorous. It 
is mostly desk work, you rarely get 
to shoot anyone and the people you 
spy on these days are evil dangerous 
terrorists, not people the government 
merely dislikes.

British intelligence used to 
recruit its agents via an old school 
tie network but Soviet intelligence 
thoroughly infi ltrated that system, 
so now they advertise for spies on 

the telly. This apparently is sup-
posed to convince us that they have 
become more democratic. But they 
still infi ltrate legal organisations of 
law-abiding citizens to spy on them 
if it is thought they might be “agin 
the government”.

I found it a repellent program, that 
gave nothing away, was proud of UK 
agencies that spied on ordinary peo-
ple, and used the threat of terrorism 
to excuse any breech of civil rights.

In 1941 and early 1942, 
Japanese  invas ion  of 

Australia’s north was expected 
imminently. The government 
ordered all white women and chil-
dren to be evacuated from Darwin. 
But on Croker Island in the Arafura 
Sea, three white Methodist missionary 
women were in charge of 95 “half-caste” 
children who had been forcibly 
removed from their  mothers 
by the racist laws of the time. 
The children were allocated to 

the “care” of the missionaries by the 
government.

The missionary women, to their 
credit, when given the option of evac-
uating would not abandon the children 
placed in their care. However food 
supplies were running dangerously 
low. Receiving a message by pedal 
radio in February 1942, that Darwin 
had been bombed, the missionaries 
realised they would have to move the 
children off the island themselves. So 
they began a perilous journey. Over 
44 days they travelled 5,000 miles 
by foot, boat, canoe, truck and train, 
from Croker Island through Arnhem 
Land all the way to a Methodist farm at 
Otford on the edge of Sydney.

Their story is told in Croker 
Island Exodus (ABC1 Tuesday 
November 20 at 8.30pm). The 
program comprises a mixture of 
newsreel footage, re-enactment 
and reminiscences by three of the 
Aboriginal women who were children 

at the mission at that time. These 
three, Alice, Netta and Jessie are 
now in their 80s. They have endured 
so much in their lives but the friend-
ships forged on Croker remain strong 
and feisty. 

The fi lm is made by Indigenous 
writers and directors Steven 
McGregor and Danielle MacLean 
from Darwin.

Steven McGregor comments on 
the children’s extraordinary journey: 
“This was no ordinary group of 
children. As stolen generation chil-
dren they were used to fending for 
themselves and caring for each other 
because as they say, ‘there was no one 
else to do it’.

“And it was this self-suffi ciency 
that meant they would survive such 
an incredible journey.”

I found their story fascinating, 
but the telling of it is somehow fails 
to adequately bring out the very real 
drama of the children’s situation. 

Rob Gowland
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In this interview, Carlos Lozano, PCC 
Central committee member and director of 
the Colombian Communist Party’s (PCC) 
weekly Voz newspaper, looks at his country’s 
future. He surveys the PCC’s role in demo-
cratic struggle carried out amidst class-based 
violence. Lozano suggests the PCC remains 
faithful to Marxist-Leninist principles and 
to peaceful, democratic methods of struggle.

Lozano touches upon the PCC’s imminent 
expulsion from the Alternative Democratic Pole 
(Polo), the left-learning electoral coalition the 
PCC helped establish in 2005. On August 9, by 
a 16 to six vote, the 38 member Polo Executive 
Committee claimed the PCC’s role in support-
ing the new Patriotic March movement violates 
Polo bylaws on “double militancy.” Refusing to 
leave the Polo, the PCC says the Patriot March, 
comprising 2,000 national and region groups, 
is a social movement, not a political one, and 
that Polo and governmental requirements that 
political parties join only one electoral coalition 
do not apply.

Subsequently Lozano and other PCC defend-
ers charged the Polo Executive Committee with 
trying to clean the Polo’s image in preparation 
for the Polo head Clara Lopez’ anticipated run 
for Colombia’s presidency. In a recent Polo 
Ideological Conference, Polo leaders aligned 
themselves with accusations from the Colombian 
Defence Minister that the Patriotic March is an 
initiative of the FARC (Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia) guerrilla group. They left 
the impression the PCC too has FARC ties.

Lozano ran as Polo candidate for Colombia’s 
House of Representatives in 2010. PCC mem-
bers Gloria Inés Ramírez and Iván Cepeda 
serve as Polo members of the Senate and House 
respectively. The Polo’s action directly chal-
lenges the party’s lead strategy of left unity.

Freddy Vallejo’s widely circulated interview 
for Argenpress.info, excerpted below, is titled 
“The new country we want.” (http://www.argenpress.
info/2012/08/entrevista-con-carlos-lozano-guillen.html)

Vellejo began by asking: “They say internal 
discussions of the PCC were intense. There 
are rumours of internal divisions and factions 
which endanger unity. How did the [recent] 21st 
National Congress conclude? 

Carlos Lozano [CL]: For a long time 
in the PCC there have been internal debates, 
fundamentally democratic with the broadest 
possible participation of leaders and militants. 
There’s not the slightest need to prioritise una-
nimity. Unanimity is antidemocratic; it restricts 
free expression and freedom of expression. We 
communists build our politics collectively, the 
formulation of which is a synthesis of internal 
debate. Also, the party is no discussion club. 
Our decisions are adopted by a majority, and 
they apply throughout the party. The PCC 
has only one program, only one basic statute, 
only one political line, and only one national 

political leadership. All its leaders and militants 
are obliged to honour them after a democratic 
discussion process and approval of documents.

Freddy Vallejo [FV]: What were the 
Congress’ main conclusions?

CL: We adopted the new PCC program. It’s 
the strategic line, applying the Colombian real-
ity as a function of our analysis. The program 
represents a Colombian political, social, and 
economic X-ray. It looks at the social composi-
tion and characteristics of the dominant power 
bloc and nature of the regime, dependent as it is 
on US imperialism. It functions in the interests 
of big capital, in particular fi nance capital, the 
industrial bourgeoisie, and landowner power in 
rural areas. It’s on that base that the changes and 
reforms we propose are formulated. The funda-
mental objective is achievement of socialism, 
democratic and humanistic above all else. It’s 
the forerunner of communism, which will bar 
capitalist exploitation forever.

Statutory reforms were approved for adapt-
ing the organisation to real institutional, admin-
istrative, political, social, and economic changes 
in the country, also in order to strengthen politi-
cal militancy and the party’s tie to the masses. 
The idea is of a party in the middle of popular 
struggle and with absolute vocation for power.

The political line was also approved. It 
consists of tactical guidelines for immediate 
action and is sustained on the following basis: 
confronting the neoliberal model of capital 
accumulation built on the so-called capitalist free 
market economy; popular resistance to the pre-
vailing frenzy of forcing the weight of national 
crisis onto workers and the people; and mass 
action and popular mobilisation for a minimal 
program that does not exclude preparing and 
carrying out a short term national civic strike.

It also includes struggle for peace, for a 
democratic and political solution of confl ict 
in Colombia, which is to say, mobilisation for 
peace with democracy and social justice and 
left unity, with the understanding that only with 
a broad, popular, social, and left-leaning front 
will it be possible to forge an alternative to 
prevailing bourgeois and oligarchic power. It’s 
a proposal for a new country based on plural-
ism, democratic participation, and greater social 
equity, a new “social contract” based on a better 
and just political, social and economic order.

FV: Alternative Democratic Pole or Patriotic 
March? Where, in short, is the Colombian 
Communist Party going to end up?

CL: That’s not our problem. The unity we 
set forth is much broader and goes beyond the 
Polo and March, because we don’t have enemies 
on the left. The key to advancing toward demo-
cratic and people’s power is in unity. We are in 
the Polo because we believe it’s a valid space 
of convergence of politically advanced forces.

The Alternative Democratic Pole remains 
in force but it’s going to depend on its capacity 
to devise a clear policy defi ned by clear, left-
leaning politics of democratic change and tight 

relations with the popular masses. That’s the 
key to necessary alliances. I believe that with 
alliances and agreements arrived at from above... 
we’ll end up with a “National Unity” story, or 
something else. The Polo has to abandon the 
idea it is an election device and instrument of 
electoral endorsements.

That said, elections are important, corrupt 
though they may be. They are a long way from 
being an expression of democracy. But they 
are important and allow us inside the space 
of parliamentary representation and popularly 
elected positions. But they are not enough unless 
a relation exists with the struggle and yearnings 
of the Colombian people. It’s not enough to go 
on a march or a protest. You have to be on the 
side of the masses, accompanying and suffer-
ing with them.

The Patriotic March is a social and political 
project that shouldn’t keep certain Polo leaders 
up at night. People’s organisations make up the 
social base, even though parties like Piedad 
Cordoba’s Liberal Party left wing and the PCC 
do have a presence. What’s most important is the 
presence of around 2,000 national and regional 
organisations of all sizes from the base.

That’s what guarantees its tight relation 

with daily struggles in the countryside and in 
cities. It calls for broader unity for the left ... 
[Lozano calls upon the Polo] to open discus-
sion of the new state we ought to build, one 
based on eliminating violence in the relation 
between the governed and those who govern. 
Here the bourgeois, land-owning state invented 
the violence, because the ruling class is used 
to governing through repressive, authoritarian, 
and violent means. A democratic state doesn’t 
exist in Colombia. A totalitarian one does. One 
which supports violent methods to wipe out the 
opposition.

FV: What do you think about the FARC?
CL: It’s an organisation that came to 

the fore as a consequence of prevailing state 
violence and social exclusion. It’s been a 
protagonist in the forefront of this country’s 
history for more than half a century and is a 
reality that can’t be ignored. I don’t share their 
methods, but I understand their existence from 
the historical and sociological point of view. If 
the Colombian oligarchy had not resorted to 
violence to maintain its power and preserve the 
plutocratic regime of privileges, then the FARC 
would not exist...
Political Affairs 

Carlos Lozano, PCC Central committee member and director of the Colombian Communist Party.

A democratic state doesn’t exist 
in Colombia. A totalitarian one does. 
One which supports violent methods 
to wipe out the opposition.


