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Id-year budget review

Slash and burn

Anna Pha

Last week’s mid-year budget review saw
the federal government make further cuts
and adjustments to its budget in pursuit
of a budget surplus. The budget surplus
has become a holy grail, an end in itself
regardless of social and economic conse-
quences. These latest cuts add to those of
recent budgets which have reduced the
living standards of the most disadvantaged
and had a contractionary impact on the
economy.

There is little public support and no rational
reason for the government’s fanatical pursuit of
a budget surplus. The urgency is political. The
Gillard government wants to go into the 2013
federal elections boasting that Australia is the
only major western economy to run a surplus
and counter Coalition and media taunts that
Labor are poor economic managers.

The Labor government might think that
the electorate will be impressed by its “sound
economic management”. But there is nothing
sound about slashing billions of dollars from
education, health, welfare payments, or the
sacking of thousands of public servants and
axing of vital community services.

The Australian electorate will not judge
the government by a budget figure. People
want secure well paid jobs, hospitals, schools,
public transport, public housing, affordable
childcare, they want lower electricity prices.
They want aged care now, mental health and
disability services now, dental services now.
They want free tertiary education and training
with income support. They are concerned about
climate change, the treatment of asylum seekers
and Indigenous Australians.

Even sections of big business are querying
the impact of the cuts and the rush to a budget
surplus. Every week there are announcements of
more businesses going bust and more workers
being sacked and losing their entitlements. Last
week retail group, Retail Adventures — owner
of Go-Lo, Sam’s Warehouse, Chickenfeed and
Crazy Clark’s — went into voluntary administra-
tion, joining a long list of retailers.

Why are these outlets closing? The answer is
simple. Insufficient demand. The manufacturing
sector and tourism are also feeling the effect of
inadequate demand. People do not have enough
money to meet their needs. Every increase
in rent, electricity, petrol, water, gas, public
transport fares, medicines, food, etc, without a
commensurate increase in income, reduces the
amount people have left over to buy other goods
and services or to take a holiday.

The failure of the government to lift the
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level of unemployment benefits and the aged
pension condemns hundreds of thousands of
Australians to poverty. The forthcoming cuts
to parenting payments will cause more hard-
ship and further reduce demand. The failure of
wages to keep up with the cost of living and
the growing ranks of the unemployed, casual
workers and under-employed add to the crisis
of overproduction which is developing.

It is overproduction in the sense that more
is produced than people have the means to buy
— not necessarily more than may be needed.

Previous budget cuts are having a contrac-
tionary impact on the economy, and the situation
is set to worsen.

Treasurer Wayne Swan is desperately scram-
bling to produce a surplus, despite a shortfall of
billions of dollars in previously forecast taxation
revenue for 2012-13.

Personal income tax revenue is affected
by previous government cuts to social welfare
payments, as has the loss of or casualisation of
thousands of jobs, including public sector ones.

The plunge in coal, iron ore and other com-
modity prices has seen mining profits decline
from their dizzy heights of recent years. Retail,
tourism and manufacturing sectors are in cri-
sis, with the number of businesses going into
receivership continuing to rise.

Instead of taking the economically respon-
sible approach and admitting the surplus is not
achievable this year, Swan is making further,
mostly regressive cuts.

TAFE and university courses and research
programs will be cut by $1.6 billion. These cuts
are nothing short of criminal. It makes no sense
to slash billions from TAFE and universities and
cry out that there is a shortage of skilled labour.

More targeted for cuts

The education unions fighting the cuts
deserve the full support of the rest of the trade
union movement and wider community. Nor
is the already ailing tourist industry spared
cuts. The baby bonus will be reduced after the
first baby.

Swan plans to limit increases in the private
health insurance (PHI) rebate to CPI increases.
This is one area that warrants cutting. Instead
of minor pruning, the government should be
phasing out the PHI rebate, which at present
provides an indirect subsidy to the private hos-
pital system of more than $5 billion a year. That
money should be directed to the public hospital
system and the establishment of universal dental
cover under Medicare.

The ABC is another target. Radio National
will be cutting seven programs, making changes
to others and axing 11 jobs to contribute a paltry
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Treasurer Wayne Swan is desperately scrambling to produce a surplus.

$1 million to the surplus. The programs being
cut include Airplay (radio drama program)
and book readings, Movietime, Lingua Franca
and Creative Instinct — cultural programs that
commercial radio stations are incapable of
producing.

The government plans to raid unclaimed
superannuation savings after 12 months instead
of waiting five years — raising $555 million
immediately. It will rake in another $109 million
raiding unclaimed bank accounts and life insur-
ance policies after three instead of seven years.

In other areas the budgetary measures are
more a slight of hand, either deferring expendi-
ture a few months into the next financial year
or shifting revenue collection forward by a few
months (eg collection of income tax from large
corporations on monthly rather than quarterly
basis).

The government was lucky that the expo-
nential growth in demand by China and India
for Australia’s resources propped up the GDP
when other western economies crashed. But,
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as previously pointed out in The Guardian,
these rosy figures portraying continuous growth
covered up the grim reality facing the major-
ity of Australian workers and the more labour
intensive sectors of the economy.

Depressed demand for goods and services
across China’s major markets in the US and
Europe, a consequential slowdown in China’s
growth rate and the inevitable downward fluc-
tuations in commodity prices, are taking their
toll on the mining sector.

Even some of the leading neo-liberals are
questioning the wisdom of Labor’s blind pursuit
of a surplus in 2012-13 and reliance on mining.
It does not make economic sense, even in their
conservative framework, when so many busi-
nesses are going bust, demand is falling and a
deep crisis of overproduction looming.

The government should be taking stimula-
tory measures now to try to soften the next
economic crisis, not contractionary cuts and
caps on spending which will deepen it.

Continued on page 2
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Dusting off the accords

In 1983, the then newly-elected Hawke Labor government
introduced the first Prices and Incomes Accord. The concept was
not original. Social democrats all over the industrialised world
had worked on their sales pitch to the labour movement to forego
wage increases and important workplace rights in return for a
boost to the “social wage”. Bosses were worried that the union
movement — strongly represented in Australian workplaces at
the time — would regroup and move to recover wages lost during
the 12 month wage freeze imposed in the last year of the Fraser
government.

Hawke moved quickly. Medicare was introduced. Wages moved
upwards to the full extent of the Consumer Price Index for a
while and union officials found themselves seated at tables with
the captains of industry to talk about productivity and other
weighty issues. Many union leaderships began to believe the line
that problems facing workers could be sorted at this level and
that on-the-job organisation and militancy were not so important.
Over the years, unions became invisible in many workplaces.

Bob Hawke had given plenty of notice that he was the man to
do the job of marginalising the rank and file of the trade unions.
His 1979 Boyer Lecture entitled The Resolution of Conflict declared
that the old left/right divides were dead and that employers and
employees had nothing but common interests. According to
the former ACTU president, the class struggle was over as was
the ideological struggle against capitalism. What he was really
advocating and promising to deliver was unilateral disarmament
by workers in those very real, ongoing struggles.

Bosses are not as worried as they were in 1983 about the
capacity of the trade unions to defend their members’ wages and
conditions. Years of ideological assault and anti-union legislation
have brought the corporate sector record low levels of industrial
disputation, no wages “blowout”, unprecedented workforce
“flexibility” and tidy profits despite a global economic crisis of
capitalism. The attacks made during the Howard years, with
its WorkChoices legislation, may have caused a backlash in the
electorate but Labor’s Fair Work Act did not roll back the worst
aspects of the Libs’ legislative barrage.

Workers aren’t being offered sweeteners for bitter workplace
pills any longer. So it is curious that the current Workplace
Relations Minister Bill Shorten would revive the notion of an
“accord” in recent times. He has been given the hurry up by
corporate interests to tighten the legislative noose on unions
even further. He has had a report reviewing the Fair Work Act
for almost four months. The report notes that the Act has not
adversely affected productivity but the bosses are out for gains it
recommends like the expansion of individual flexibility agreements
and total corporate sway over greenfields sites. Pressure is building
for these “reforms” to happen and it appears that the federal
government is reaching into the archives for a “fix”.

The new “accord” is a pale imitation of the old one. No
centralised wage fixation or Medicare-style reforms are on offer
this time — just a Centre for Workplace Leadership where workers
with managing roles can rub shoulders with some high-flyers and
soak up their ideas for deregulation and greater productivity.
On the advisory board are Richard Goyder from Wesfarmers,
John Borghetti from Virgin, Catriona Noble from McDonalds,
Pip Marlow from Microsoft, Ray Horsburgh from Toll and two
blasts from the past — Lindsay Fox from Linfox and former ACTU
secretary Bill Kelty.

The intention is clearly to get a corps of influential workers
to see the world through their bosses eyes, to promote greater
“flexibility”” (fewer entitlements) and deliver more productivity
gains for big business. It will be sold as a “win/win” flowing from
the “soft skills” of leadership and engagement.

It is doubtful many workers will fall for something as lame as
this new “accord”. Workers are continuing to resist privatisation
and de-regulation in spite of the threat of massive fines to their
unions and members. More and more workers are coming to
realise that the class struggle is not over. Accords might serve a
function in blunting class consciousness for a while, but the crude
reality of exploitation shows through.

PRESS FUND
Last week while objecting to the federal government’s cutting of
the baby bonus, Tony Abbott commented that the government
had little experience in this area. That’s a really nasty side-long
dig at the PM, who has no children. He could have taken the
opportunity to seize the high moral ground, but now no-one will
remember his objection to the cut, only his spitefulness. But talk
about seizing opportunities, now is your chance to get in with a big
contribution to the Press Fund. And we certainly need it, so please,
send us something for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

Jim Robertson $20, “Round Figure” $10, Mark Mannion $5
This week’s total: $35 Progressive total: $9,135

UN Recognition of Palestine
as a non-member state

Petition fo Australian foreign minister Bob Carr

The Australia Palestine Advocacy
Campaign Network has launched
a petition to be presented to
Foreign Minister Bob Carr. They
are seeking a meeting with the
foreign minister to deliver this
petition in person by November 15,
two weeks before the anticipated
United Nations General Assembly
vote. Your support will help send
a message to Canberra and the
world that the time is right for
recognition, dialogue and justice.
Please sign the online petition and
or write to the minister directly
urging the Australian government
to support the recognition of
Palestine as a non-member state.

The petition reads: “When
Palestine asks the UN General

Assembly to give it recognition as a
non-member state, Australia must join
with the majority of the world and
vote YES to the resolution.”

Why is this important?

Palestinians are a stateless people
who have suffered under the shadow
of Israeli occupation for far too long.
They want freedom, justice and equal-
ity and they need our help.

Palestinians have tried peace
talks for decades as they watched
more of their land being swallowed
up by Israel and its settlements. Two
years ago peace talks stopped as the
Palestinian Authority said it couldn’t
negotiate while more Palestinian land
was being taken.

When Palestine stands alone to

face the political and military strength
of Israel it knows it cannot negoti-
ate a just solution. This is why the
Palestinian Authority is asking the
international community to support
Palestinians by asking the UN General
Assembly to recognise Palestine as a
non-member state.

If the Australian government
is serious about its commitment to
a lasting two-state solution and to
advancing peace in the Middle East
then it must support Palestine’s bid
for a place, and a voice, at the inter-
national table.

To sign the petition go to:
www.communityrun.org/petitions/
say-yes-to-palestine-joining-the-un

Thankyou. &
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The situation is compounded
by the fact that the government still
plans to resume cuts to corporate
taxes in future years!

The private ratings agencies
and financial institutions are behind
the drive for budget surpluses. The
budget surplus target provides the
excuse for the sale of public assets
and for the imposition of austerity
measures. The aim is to wind back
past gains of workers’ struggles such
as social welfare, pensions and pub-
lic services and to privatise anything
that the private sector could make a
profit out of. At the same time the
surplus frees up more investment
capital for the financial institutions
to lend to the private sector to buy
up public assets.

The opposition to budget deficits
and public debt is rooted in neo-
liberal mythology — looking after the
interests of the big end of town.

Public debt can play, and has

Sydney

BEYOND
THE LAST SKY

CONTEMPORARY
PALESTINIAN
PHOTOGRAPHY
AND VIDEO

historically played, an important role
in supporting economic development
and sustaining public services, social
welfare and public infrastructure.

Of course it is important that the
debt remains within limits that are
manageable and that the money is
used for progressive, constructive
purposes.

The privately owned mining sec-
tor, no matter how large its profits,
employing around 200,000 workers
cannot sustain the Australian econo-
my. The new mining tax on coal and
iron ore has been revealed to be the
farce it is. Designed by the mining
corporations to replace the original
super profits mining tax, it has so
far delivered nothing. The people
of Australia who own the resources
being plundered stand to reap almost
nothing from their assets as the prof-
its are shipped offshore.

The industry should be nation-
alised, the opening of new mines
planned and the profits returned to

the public purse to fund social needs
and public infrastructure.

There is no shortage of poten-
tial funding to expand and improve
public services, to provide disabil-
ity, dental and mental health and
other services now and to raise the
incomes of community workers
and welfare recipients. Apart from
nationalising the mining sector and
phasing out the PHI rebate, a ten
percent cut in military spending, and
an increase in corporate taxes could
raise billions more.

Every extra dollar paid in wages
or pensions or spent on education
or health services boosts demand
for goods and services, expands the
economy and saves or even creates
jobs.

The Australian people will
judge the government on the poli-
cies that it delivers, on the services
it provides, on their living standards,
not on a budget surplus with all its
smoke and mirrors and cuts. &

Beyond the Last Sky takes its name from a verse in Mahmoud Darwish’s poem

The Earth is Closing on Us, and Edward Said’s 1986 book After the Last Sky which

used documentary modes as a verification of Palestinian experience.

Curated by Chrisoula Lionis as an evolution of Said’s book, Beyond the Last Sky

is the first exhibition of its kind in Australia to showcase contemporary Palestinian
photographic and video work. Focusing on the work of artists who look beyond the
documentary, and turn to critical humour as a subversive tool, Beyond the Last Sky

encourages laughter that challenges us to break representational deadlocks and to

rethink the past, present and future of Palestine.

Australian Centre for Photography 257 Oxford St, Paddington
Until November 18 — Open daily 10am-5pm

Admission is free

Exhibition Event

Meet out front of gallery
November 3, 1pm
$5: Afternoon tea provided

Presented by
Central Branch CPA

More info: Tom on 02 9699 8844
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Packer super-casino
gets bipartisan nod

Peter Mac

Both the major parties in NSW
have given tentative approval to
Crown Limited, gambling tycoon
James Packer’s firm, to build a
massive 6-star hotel and casino
in Barangaroo, the huge vacant
waterside complex west of Sydney’s
central business district.

Sydney already has a casino on
the opposite side of Darling Harbour,
i.e. the Star Casino, run by rival cor-
poration Echo Entertainment. Packer’s
scheme would require the issuing of
a permit for a second casino, which
couldn’t open until 2019, when Echo’s
exclusive licence expires. However,
Liberal Premier Barry O’Farrell has
already endorsed the proposal. The
ALP also supports it, providing there
are no poker machines.

From the outset the Greens have
opposed the scheme, which has also
been attacked by church and commu-
nity groups because of the potentially
devastating social impact.

The Shareholders Association
and others have objected to use of the
government’s three-stage “unsolicited
proposal” policy, under which it can
bypass normal tender processes for
issuing a licence for a casino or other
major development, without competi-
tion and possibly without a fee.

The Association has suggested the
policy is open to corrupt “backroom
deals”. The policy is reminiscent
of the former Labor government’s
infamous “Part 3A” planning process,
under which major projects could
be approved directly by the govern-
ment without the normal assessment
procedures.

In 1994 James and his father
Kerry Packer tried to gain the state’s
first casino licence, but were outbid
by an Australian/US conglomerate,
which built the Star Casino. The
Packers subsequently fought and lost
a prolonged and very expensive legal
case to overturn the decision.

James Packer then tried to take
control over Echo by gaining a ten
percent stake in the company and
demanding representation on the
company board. However, that tactic
stalled. Packer then proposed his
Barangaroo scheme, which if imple-
mented would enable Crown to win
the struggle with Echo to attract the
“big rollers” from Asia. Packer has
casinos in other state capitals, but

not Sydney. He wants a “casino in
the sky” hotel, with panoramic views
of Sydney’s magnificent harbour, to
draw the big punters away from the
Star and the major Asian casinos.

It now looks as though he will
succeed and add a monstrous con-
struction to the Barangaroo complex,
the planning of which is already
hideously over developed. But there’s
even worse.

Insatiable greed,
with water views

Packer is determined to gain the
best view for his Barangaroo patrons,
i.e. eastwards up the spectacular
harbour towards the Sydney Heads.
However, because of the existing
city skyline, the best position for
his tower was in the extreme north
of the complex. The more southerly
its location, the higher it would need
to be in order to gain that fabulous
“water view”.

The northern section was already
allocated as a park. Packer therefore
proposed to take over part of the
central section for his new hotel and
casino. However, that had also been
allocated for public purposes, and
Labor MPs threatened to block pas-
sage of second-licence legislation in
the upper house of parliament if he
pursued the option. Accordingly, after
negotiations with Lend Lease, the
Barangaroo development corporation,
he gained access to a site in the most
northerly point of the huge southern
section.

Crown and the Barangaroo
Delivery Authority are now arguing
that Packer’s tower needs another
20 storeys because they acceded to
the Premier’s request to abandon
construction of a hotel at the end
of the huge pier jutting into Darling
Harbour. That would raise Packer’s
tower to 250 metres, nearly as high
as Centrepoint Tower, the city’s
tallest structure. It would dominate
Barangaroo.

It’s even possible that he might
still gain approval from the govern-
ment to build the pier hotel. O’Farrell
hasn’t banned it, he merely requested
Packer not to pursue that option. At
the time he did so the proposal had
already received approval from the
Barangaroo Delivery Authority, and
that approval still stands. O’Farrell
almost fell over himself in his hurry
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to endorse Packer’s proposal for a
second casino licence, and he could
easily backtrack and approve the pier
proposal after all.

O’Farrell’s approval of Packer’s
casino scheme was also conditional
on an assurance there would be no
poker machines. However, as anti-
gambling campaigner the Reverend
Tim Costello noted grimly: “That’s
exactly how Adelaide got its casino
licence, and within two years it had
pokies”.

Packer has promised that access
to the gaming tables would be by invi-
tation only, but the invitations could
be extended to anyone, wreaking
economic havoc with local families,
just as the existing clubs and casinos
do every day of the week.

A national ambition
Packer has spoken proudly of the
jobs that would be created by adop-
tion of his Barangaroo plan. What
hypocrisy! Huge corporations like
Crown Holdings employ people only
because they have to do so in order
to create profits, and they’re all too
willing to shove employees out the
door the moment things get tough.
Packer also spoke about his fam-
ily’s business history. One wonders
what Sir Frank Packer, that rabid
old right-wing ranter, would have
thought of his grandson’s dumping of

Pete’s Corner

the family’s media empire in favour
of gambling.

And how degrading it would be
for the nation to be dependent for its
national economic salvation on rip-
ping off punters, even very rich ones!
Moreover, Packer may still succeed
in taking over Echo Entertainment, in
which case as commentator Andrew
Cleary observed: “... teaming up with
Crown would mean Echo becoming

i

cow-towed to Packer. Tim Costello
commented bitterly that they were
“dancing to the tune of gambling
interests. They literally fall into their
arms every time”. The Liberals, the
National Party and the ALP should
be ashamed of themselves. But they
won’t be.

National salvation lies in electing
a government that will rein in the
activities of that obscenely bloated

the mass market and Packer’s brand
the exclusive, international jewel.”
Everyone loses, Packer wins.

Both major political parties have

Killer Company

parasite, the Australian gambling
industry, especially the Packer
empire. @

. Matt Peacock is one of the ABC's most

_ K“-LE“., experienced reporters, and is currently
a journalist for Foreign Correspondent
and 7.30 Report. He has been an award-
winning foreign correspondent and also
chief political correspondent for national
radio current affairs programs: AM, PM
and The World Today.

Matt first warned the public about the
dangers of James Hardie's ashestos
empire in an award-winning radio series
in 1977.

He has followed the tragic trail since then
and in 2009 published Killer Company,
the inside story of how Matt and
asbestos campaigner, Bernie Banton
brought the company to account. This
widely praised book was a complete
game changer in the ongoing battle.

JNMES HABR EXPRSED

“Bernie would be up there, looking down and saying ‘Mate, well done!’,” Karen
Banton, widow of Bernie Banton said of the book.

Former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd described it as “Inspirational! Every corporate
management course in this country should have this book as essential reading.”

“I thought | knew the James Hardie story ... but nothing quite prepares you for
Peacock’s forensic look,” Kathleen Noonan, of the Courier Mail, said.

Killer Company is being republished by ABC Books on November 1 to tie in with the
broadcast of a two-part drama series Devils Dust inspired by the book.

Matt worked as a consultant on Devil's Dust, which is written by Kris Mrksa and
outlines the James Hardie asbestos saga.

The character of Matt Peacock is played by Ewen Leslie and Anthony Hayes stars
as Bernie Banton. Alexandra Schepisi plays Bernie's wife Karen and Don Hany plays
the fictional character of James Hardie PR Adam Bourke.

Devil's Dust will air on ABC1 on Sunday 11 and Monday 12 November.

The book will be available from ABC Shops and other retail outlets
including ebooks from November 1. The hard copy sells for $24.99
and is well worth reading.
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for Australian
universities

The National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU) urges caution in
accepting the inevitability of the
direction of change to universities
following the release of the Ernst
and Young report, University of the
future: A thousand year old industry
on the cusp of profound change.

“Responsibility sits with the
government to ensure that our highly
respected public university system is
funded to deliver on the expectations
of the community and industry,” said
NTEU national president Jeannie Rea.

The Ernst and Young report
concludes: “The current Australian
university model — a broad-based
teaching and research institution,
with a large base of assets and back
office — will prove unviable in all but
a few cases”.

Rea notes that the report identifies
the main drivers of change which will
inevitably bring about this transforma-
tion of the sector as:

» The democratisation of
knowledge as a consequence of
massive expansion of on-line
resources;
The contestability of markets and
funding as a direct consequence
of declining public investment
and the adoption of market design
policies to fund and regulate
higher education;
Digital technologies changing the
way courses are delivered;
Global mobility of students and
staff; and
Integration with industry to
differentiate programs (through
work integrated learning) and
to support and fund applied
research.

“The NTEU agrees that some
of these drivers, namely increasing

mobility and the impact of technol-
ogy, the democratisation of knowledge
as well as closer links with industry,
are inevitable and indeed are already
having a profound impact on the way
that universities deliver their teach-
ing, research and community service
obligations,” Rea says.

“The one driver, however,
which is not inevitable in Australia
is increasing the contestability of
markets. While it might be true that
universities face ‘an environment
where every dollar of government
funding is contestable’, it will be
government policy choices that
determine how much of that funding
is allocated to higher education and
our public universities.

“We do, however, agree with
the report’s finding that a failure to
increase public investment in our
universities means that the current
model of higher education is becom-
ing unsustainable.”

The NTEU argues that it is now
up to the federal government to decide
whether it wants a higher education
system comprised of a handful of
elite research intensive universities
concentrated in Australia’s capital cit-
ies or to maintain the current system
where 38 public universities deliver
a broad range of education, research
and community services to students
and communities who as little as
twenty years ago were denied these
opportunities.

“There has been a failure of
the government to increase public
investment to cover the real cost of
higher education and to regulate the
provision to only those institutions
capable of delivering the highest qual-
ity of education and research,” said
Rea. “As Ernst and Young predicts,
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Awstralia could end up with a sector
comprised of a handful of elite ‘status
quo’ universities and ‘niche’” domina-
tors and “transformers’ all touting for
customers (students).

“It is the government’s responsi-
bility to make this choice clear to all
those involved in higher education
as well as the Australian public. If,
however, universities are to remain
independent educational and research
institutions and form a critical part
of Australia’s social infrastructure,
then they require additional public
investment.

“If we are not careful, the Ernst
and Young report will be read like
a Back to the Future script for the
pre-Dawkins era. This is not the way
forward to the exciting opportunities
enabled by digital technology and
global mobility.” &

Save the Koori Centre
at Sydney University

The Koori centre puts their collective view

The Koori Centre is a space in the
University of Sydney on the ground
floor of the Old Teachers’ College
that allows Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander students to gather
in a community environment to
study together.

It is also a place where we can
be around people that share our
understanding for our culture and
understand where we come from.
To put it bluntly, the students in the
Koori Centre are people that can
relate to each other. They’ve all
been through the same experiences
as each other and create a massive
support for each other that cannot
easily be found elsewhere in the
mainstream education system.

Ray Jackson, President of
the Indigenous Social Justice
Association, who attended the pre-
vious meeting called to discuss the
issues, stated that he was shocked
and saddened by the planned
closure of the Sydney University
Koori Centre by Professor Shane
Houston.

Shane was appointed to his
University position in April 2011
and in his statement made at that
time he said, “I want to bring the
passion, energy and determination
that were part of Aboriginal peo-
ple’s lives throughout this history
[of the University] to the task of
graduating further generations of
Aboriginal and Australian leaders,
and to finding answers to the many
challenges facing Aboriginal people

today. | want to build a fair and
more compassionate Australia.”

Jackson continued, “As an
Aboriginal man himself one won-
ders what has changed the thinking
of Shane from one of great and
high ideals to a low assimilationist
attitude to the Koori Centre. Our
great social pioneer for the rights
of Aborigines, Charlie Perkins
and those on the 1965 Freedom
Rides will be absolutely disgusted
by the University’s closure plans.
Especially for a University that
bred so many social giants since the
days of 1965. So many Aboriginal
firsts and now they clumsily seek
to shut down the Koori Centre.
The students I had the pleasure to
meet at the meeting still need the
passion, energy and determination
assistance that Shane proudly boast-
ed of eighteen months ago.

“What has so radically
changed? Certainly Australia still
has a long way to go to reach
Shane’s 2011 statement.”

Recently Professor Shane
Houston, along with the Vice
Chancellor, has begun to threaten
the existence of the Koori Centre
by slowly removing some of the
support we have as Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander students.
During this year two of our main
support staff have been removed
from the Koori Centre itself and
placed on the other side of the
University. This has taken away
the availability of them to us and

No US Marines in Darwin
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destroyed a substantial means of
communication between us.

It makes it very difficult to get
the support we need from them
when they are no longer in full
contact with us. The support offic-
ers have also not been able to attain
access to the Koori Centre common
room. This is ridiculous.

This University prides itself
on its support for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and
boasts about being one of the first
Universities to accept Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander students
but it cannot give us decent support.
It makes a massive deal about how
much it “contributes” to closing
the gap but cannot give us decent
support.

On the entrances to the
University there are signs along
the paths stating that the univer-
sity proudly acknowledges that it
is built on Cadigal country but it
cannot give us decent support. The
University grants a space for inter-
national students in the Wentworth
Building but cannot give the tradi-
tional custodians decent support. It
grants a space for the Islam religion
to practise its traditions but is can-
not give us decent support.

We have no problems that these
actions are done for the equal rights
of all students but we seriously
guestion the move to have double
standards apply to us.

Call Kyol 0429 678 695 for more
information &

Please get ticket butts back to the office by 3pm November 2
For books of tickets apply to info@cpa.org.au or phone the office on 02 9699 8844
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justice for Briscoe

Darren Coyne

The family of an Aboriginal man who died
in police custody in Alice Springs in January
this year appear unlikely to get what they
most want — justice — at least any time soon.

They rallied outside a meeting on alcohol
reform earlier this month, which was organised
following a recommendation from Northern
Territory Coroner Greg Cavanagh who over-
saw an inquest into the death of Kwementyaye
Briscoe.

In his report, Mr Cavanagh described the
death of Mr Briscoe as a “preventable death
caused by lack of adequate care”.

None of the 12 NT police officers directly
involved in Mr Briscoe’s care were sacked over
their actions on the night he died, despite foot-
age showing Mr Briscoe being roughly handled
while heavily intoxicated, and one officer surfing
the internet while other prisoners called for help
for the dying man.

Disgusted

Mr Briscoe’s aunty Patricia Morton-Thomas,
who led a protest march through the streets of
Alice Springs calling for “justice not jails”, said
she was disgusted that not one officer had been
charged with an offence, or sacked.

“It’s time to start looking at the practices
of the Northern Territory police,” she said. “It’s
time to stop giving a tap on the hand to police
who do the wrong thing. It’s time to start kick-
ing their arses.

“When a person is taken into protective
custody the police have a duty to protect, not
surf the internet. “It’s time for people to wake
up and get angry or the next person could be
your child.”

Ms Morton-Thomas and her followers
were banned from the alcohol reform meeting,
which involved the government, police, the
NT Licensing Commission, community groups
and others.

But she certainly made herself heard, loudly
accusing NT Deputy Chief Minister Robyn
Lambley through closed doors of hiding from
her, and trying to ‘buy our silence” with offers
of compensation.

Assault

“I had another nephew go to jail for spitting
on the ground in front of a police officer and
that was an assault,” she told the crowd. “But
what they did to my nephew wasn’t an assault.

“We are here to prevent another death in
jail.”

Ms Morton-Thomas said Aboriginal people
were being locked up in Alice Springs because
of racism, adding that “Apartheid has come
home. It is alive and well in Alice Springs”.

Alice Springs filmmaker Warwick Thornton
told the Koori Mail he was attending the rally
to support the family. “It’s hard for both sides.
We’d be stuffed without police but the people
who were there that night did the wrong thing,”
he said.

“This shouldn’t go away. There’s good
police and bad police. Let’s get rid of the bad
ones.”

Following the alcohol reform meeting, Ms
Lambley addressed media, saying she knew
that the family wanted some of the police
officers involved with caring for Mr Briscoe
to be sacked.

“l intend to take this up with the Chief
Minister,” she said.

Procedures

“l have already requested a full briefing
on what the disciplinary procedures were that
were undertaken by the former government.”
Ms Lambley said the Country Liberal Party had
been in government for only six weeks so had
not been directly involved in the disciplinary
action against police.

“At this stage | can’t commit to what we
will do or what we won’t do,” Ms Lambley said.

Photo: Koori Mail

Demanding justice — Front from left Elaine Quinn, Patsy Morton, Janey Briscoe and Louise Daniels
and back from left, Roslyn Quinn, Patricia Morton-Thomas, Barbara Shaw and Marlene Hodder at
the rally in Alice Springs.

On October 12, the Koori Mail contacted
Ms Lambley’s office asking what further action
had been taken, or was likely to be taken. A
spokesman for Ms Lambley said no further
action was to be taken as the “period had passed
for further action to be taken”.

He said the statute of limitations had passed,
and referred the Koori Mail to the media

officer for NT Police, who did not return calls.
Meanwhile, supporters of the Briscoe family
gathered in Sydney outside the Central Courts,
while an online petition has also been launched
calling for action to be taken against the NT
police involved.

Koori Mail &

Campaign Corner

No more uranium through the Port!

Tracey Smallwood is a member of the Communist Party’s West
Adelaide Branch. For over a year, members of the Branch have been
campaigning to stop the export of uranium “yellowcake” out of Port
Adelaide. The issue was taken up in the state election campaign in
2010 and earlier this year when the Party stood a candidate in the
by-election for the state seat of Port Adelaide. Tracey spoke with Bob
Briton of The Guardian recently about her involvement in the Branch

campaign.
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Bob Briton: What has sparked
your enthusiasm for this campaign?
Tracey Smallwood: | had a

degree of awareness about the
issues surrounding uranium but
earlier in the year | attended a
forum at the Resistance National
Conference with Dr Helen
Caldicott. It opened my eyes and
gave me a huge slap in the face
with the reality. | knew it had to
be stopped; | had to do something
about it.

BB: What sorts of things have
you and the Branch been doing to
raise public awareness?

TS: We made this fantastic,
huge sign that took several of us to
hold up with the radioactive danger
symbol and the slogan “No More
Uranium through the Port” painted
on it. We had a great response to
this. We dropped it from a local
bridge and every second car tooted
support. We even got a “woohoo!”
from one guy on a bike. Since then

we’ve been making signs — leftover
election signs — one side yellow
with the nuclear danger symbol, the
other side white with the campaign
slogan on it. We’ve been putting
out a few of these a week and the
impact has really been building up.

BB: What’s the next stage in
the campaign?

TS: We sent out emails, inviting
emails for other groups to become
involved; groups that would have
a similar attitude to the exports.
Hopefully we can band together
and become one hell of a united
force.

BB: You know there’s a number
of aspects to this question — there’s
the threat to the health of local
residents and the workers, there’s
the question of the opposition of
Aboriginal communities to uranium
mining and there’s the threat to
peace with uranium exports to
nuclear armed states. Does one
stand out more than others for you?

Tracey Smallwood.

TS: There’s two actually.
Aboriginal land rights are right
up there but | am very concerned
about the transport of the uranium.
Some of it will come from WA
across the Nullarbor. Trucks break
down. Trucks roll over and crash.
Anything can happen and this stuff
is not safe.

BB: Are there any
breakthroughs you’d like to see

happen in Port Adelaide through the
campaign?

TS: Yes, no uranium
whatsoever through Port Adelaide
in the same way it is banned
from Fremantle and Esperance
in WA. My main concern is the
poor buggers driving trucks. It’s
their livelihood. They’re going to
have a lot of exposure to uranium
and will start to get sick. Will the

government recognise this and

look after them in future? No! The
government has been ignoring or
downplaying the problems. We also
want the local mayor to become a
Mayor for Peace” and take a stand
on nuclear issues.

* For more information go to
www.mayorsforpeace.org &
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Toward Barbarism:
US imperialism unleashed

Ben Schreine

With signs of a global economic downturn
mounting, US aggression across the Middle
East and North Africa ratchets up. Once
again, US imperialism stands poised to open
the gates of hell.

According to the IMF’s World Economic
Outlook report released last week, the “risks
for a serious global slowdown are alarmingly
high.” The report projects the world economy
to expand just 3.3 percent this year and 3.6
percent in 2013 — both projections down from
the IMF’s July forecast. As Joseph Davis, chief
economist at the Vanguard Group, cautioned to
the Wall Street Journal, “The odds of a global
recession are not fully appreciated.”

Indeed, as the Financial Times reports,
the Tracking Indices for the Global Economic
Recovery, the Brookings Institution-Financial
Times index of the world economy;, finds severe
problems “in both advanced and emerging
markets.”

“The global economic recovery,” Brookings’
senior fellow and index creator Eswar Prasad
warned, “is on the ropes.”

And, though the IMF continued to peddle
the harsh elixir of austerity for the depressed
economies of the euro zone periphery, in its
latest report the Fund also came to tacitly
acknowledge the limits of austerity.

“The IMF now says global efforts to slash
deficits and debt may have hurt growth because
they occurred too quickly and too widely,” the
Wall Street Journal reported.

But, with the limits of austerity as a means
of resolving the present crisis apparent, the last
remaining card for the capitalist elite to play in
their attempt to regenerate global capitalism
appears to lie in unleashing the forces of “crea-
tive destruction” wrought by military aggression.
As Henryk Grossman warned in his Law of
Accumulation, “The destructions and devalu-
ations of war are a means of warding off the
immanent collapse [of capitalism], of creating a
breathing space for the accumulation of capital.”

And it is thus out of the need to renew the
impetus for global capital accumulation that the
iron fist of US imperialism slips its velvet glove
and gains free rein once more across the full
spectrum of what American neo-conservatives
deem the “arc of instability.”

US Imperialism on the march
According to the New York Times, the
Pentagon is readying military strikes in Libya
in retaliation for the September attack on
the US compound in Benghazi. As the paper
reports, “The top-secret Joint Special Operations
Command is compiling so-called target packages
of detailed information about the suspects.”

“Potential military options could include
drone strikes, Special Operations raids like
the one that killed Osama bin Laden and joint
missions with Libyan authorities.”

At the same time, the Pentagon has dis-
patched a task force of 150 military “planners”
and “specialists” (i.e., special operations troops)
to a Jordanian military base along the Jordan-
Syria border. Speaking at a NATO conference in
Brussels last week, US Defence Secretary Leon
Panetta claimed that the task force was sent to
help Jordan “monitor chemical and biological
weapons sites in Syria.”

The spectre of chemical weapons has been
increasingly used as a pretext by the Atlantic
powers to threaten military intervention into
Syria. As President Obama declared in August,
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the use of chemical weapons by Syrian forces
would be a “red line,” which would force him
to change his “calculus” on intervention.

“Once again,” an editorial in the state-run
Xinhua news agency of China said in response,
“Western powers are digging deep for excuses
to intervene militarily in another conflict-torn
Middle East country.”

Sure enough, as the New York Times
reported, discussions have already taken place
about using the Jordanian-stationed US task
force to help establish a buffer zone within
Syria. (In addition to the deployment of troops
along the Jordan-Syria border, CIA operatives
are presently active along the Syria-Turkey
border, facilitating the flow of arms to rebel
forces. Meanwhile, a recent report in the Los
Angeles Times noted that the US military is
currently using aerial surveillance drones to
monitor Syrian chemical weapon stockpiles.)

Of course, the stepped-up targeting of Syria
cannot be decoupled from the joint Israel-US
campaign against Iran. After all, as hawks
Michael Doran and Max Boot argue in a New
York Times op-ed, the first reason American
intervention in Syria is now merited is because
it “would diminish Iran’s influence in the Arab
world.”

The road to Tehran, we see, may very well
lead through Damascus; however, the urge
to fly non-stop to Tehran may just prove too
strong to resist.

Marching toward Tehran
According to a report in Foreign Policy by
David Rothkopf, the US and Israel are actively
planning a joint “surgical strike targeting Iranian
enrichment facilities.” Rothkopf, a former
Clinton administration official and Editor-at-
Large of Foreign Policy, cites his source as
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stating that “the strike might take only ‘a couple
of hours’ in the best case and only would involve
a ‘day or two’ overall.”

Rothkopf goes on to trumpet the idea of a
“surgical strike” as a potential October Surprise
Obama could use to silence the Republican cri-
tique of his Iran policy in the remaining weeks
of the closely contested presidential election.

Of course, peddling the notion of a so-called
“surgical strike” on Iran is nothing particularly
new. In March, Jeffrey Goldberg reported for
Bloomberg that Israeli talk of striking Iran had
assumed a rather optimistic bent.

“One conclusion key [Israeli] officials have
reached,” Goldberg wrote after a trip to Israel,
“is that a strike on six or eight Iranian facili-
ties will not lead, as is generally assumed, to
all-out war.”

Such assessments, though, are rather dubi-
ous, given that they directly contradict war game
simulations determining that any strike against
Iran would quickly spiral into a greater regional
conflict. As the New York Times reported earlier
this year, a war game simulation run by the
Pentagon forecast that an Israeli strike “would
lead to a wider regional war, which could draw
in the United States and leave hundreds of
Americans dead.”

Likewise, a September war game organised
by Kenneth Pollack, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution’s Saban Centre for Middle
East Policy, resulted in a dangerous escalation
from both sides. As the Washington Post’s
David Ignatius reported, “The game showed
how easy it was for each side to misread the
other’s signals.”

“Misjudgement was the essence of this
game,” Ignatius continued. “Each side thought
it was choosing limited options, but their moves
were interpreted as crossing red lines. Attacks

The road to Tehran, we see, may very well lead
through Damascus; however, the urge to fly non-stop
to Tehran may just prove too strong to resist.

navy, is a spy and surveillance aircraft that can cover 100,000 square kilometres per day.

proved more deadly than expected; signals were
not understood; attempts to open channels of
communication were ignored; the desire to look
tough compelled actions that produced results
neither side wanted.”

“War,” as Clausewitz wrote,
of danger.”

“is the province

Toward barbarism

US imperial dreams, however, are not
confined to the Middle East. Imperial ambi-
tions — rooted in the capitalist logic of endless
expansion — are inherently limitless. Thus, we
see the US today readying to light a powder keg
under the greater Middle East, while simultane-
ously “pivoting” to the Asia-Pacific region in
order to “contain” a rising China.

US imperialism, though, is destined for defeat
(and sooner rather than later). The US, after all,
can only use its immense military power to keep
potential competitors in check for so long. Change
cannot be held back by the barrel of a gun in
perpetuity. As Lenin asked and answered in his
pamphlet Imperialism: “Is it “‘conceivable’ that
in ten or twenty years’ time the relative strength
of the imperialist powers will have remained
unchanged? Absolutely inconceivable.”

But imperial powers are always deluded by
their power — impervious to its ultimate limits.
As a George W Bush administration official
once remarked to the journalist Ron Suskind:
“We’re an empire now, and when we act, we
create our own reality. And while you’re study-
ing that reality — judiciously, as you will —we’ll
act again, creating other new realities, which
you can study too, and that’s how things will
sort out. We’re history’s actors ... and you, all
of you, will be left to just study what we do.”

(We would be mistaken to believe that such
hubris is not as present in the Obama White
House as it was in the Bush administration.)

Such pretensions of the power elite, though,
are but a by-product of the imperialist impera-
tive of endless expansion and conquest. And
it is this very imperative that today compels
US imperialism ever closer towards igniting
a global military conflagration sure to unleash
unimaginable human misery and suffering.

Nothing less than barbarism thus threatens.
The only hope for humanity, then, lies in the
struggle for a socialist alternative. Our choice
is truly one of socialism or barbarism.
Information Clearing House &
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Fires of unrest In Greece

The discontent voiced at last week’s general
strike is being echoed across Europe, say
Tim Baster and Isabelle Merminod.

“The fires here in Greece are spreading
all over Europe.” Leading into the 18 October
general strike against the Greek government’s
budget cuts, Ilias Iliopoulos, the general
secretary of ADEDY, the public sector union
confederation, is defiant. He says that Greek
civil servants face 150,000 potential job losses
within the next three years because of the
government’s austerity policies. He feels the
discontent being voiced on Greece’s streets is
being echoed across Europe.

Unions estimate that over 200,000 people
attended the recent demonstrations in Athens,
Thessaloniki and other cities in Greece.

The press reports that Greek ports were shut
down, hospitals were responding to emergencies
only, ministries were closed, public transport
was open only for part of the day (to get pro-
testers to the march in central Athens), shops
and businesses were shut across the country
and air traffic controllers were also on strike.
Traffic was light in Athens and the centre was
blocked by many thousands of demonstrators.

This was the second general strike in a
month in Greece. It was called by the two main
union confederations, ADEDY for government
staff and GSEE for private employees.

Greeks are fighting against cuts in social
benefits and employment, and further austerity
forced on them by the “troika” — the European
Union, the International Monetary Fund and the
European Central Bank. The troika is currently
negotiating with Greece over 13.5 billion euros
of cuts in the Greek national budget. While the )
country was shutting down, Antonis Samaras, |
the Greek Prime Minister, was at an EU summit

in Brussels, where he said with considerable  Sydents shout slogans during an anti-austerity protest last week in Greece.

understatement; “People will have to suffer”.
Ilias Iliopoulos lists the results of the poli-
cies of austerity in Greece: two million people
unemployed (out of about seven million people
of working age); thousands of small businesses
closed and continuing to close; 17 per cent of the
population living in poverty; and about 500,000
families surviving without any income at all —
“not one euro per month”. At the same time,
Greek debt is increasing instead of decreasing.
He contends that the government is trying to
sack public servants in order to make the public
sector ready to be cut up and sold in sections.
But he points out that the flames of discon-
tent in Greece are spreading in demonstrations
and action all over Europe, with unions working
together to fight the policies of austerity. He
adds: “The message from the people is: the food,
the energy and the water that they [the authori-
ties] want to come and get from us; it will not
happen because the people have the strength.”
The Greek government does not have the right

During the demonstration, Dimitris Zervas,
a paramedic from the National Centre for
Emergency Care (EKAB) who is also a volun-
teer fire-fighter in his free time, explains why he
and his colleagues are on strike and protesting
in Syntagma Square: “It is the troika. Wages are
cut. Overtime is not paid. They have not paid
overtime [that is owed] from December 2011,
also in March, July and August.”

One of his colleagues interrupts fiercely:
“Salaries have already been cut by 30 percent.
| take home 900 euros with two kids ... We
Greeks want to be in Europe, but how?”

Dimitris Zervas explains that because of the
cuts, ambulances are being run for very long
mileages, so requiring extra maintenance which
reduces availability. In Athens they should have
one ambulance for 25,000 people; the real figure
is one ambulance for about 70,000 people. This
means dangerous delays for patients of up to
half an hour.

young science graduate demonstrator speaks
bleakly in the emptying square: “We have no
hope. There will be no change if the people
have no hope. We have students who don’t
have work. We are living with our parents.
My salary is 300 euros [per month]. After
six months without being paid, |1 was paid
300 euros ... . We don’t have a future ... We
need to strike together [lawyers, doctors and
engineers took action the day before]. I am
embarrassed at the small turnout. We need
three million people here.’

The interview is abruptly halted by a gust
of teargas which sends all of us rushing away,
coughing and reaching for Maalox (a liquid
antacid used to dull the effect of teargas) to
pour onto our stinging faces. We had foolishly
removed our gas masks to talk, feeling safe as
the demonstration appeared to be ending.

On the day of the strike a news website
reports Joseph Stiglitz, the Nobel prize-winning

to sign away these things, he insists.

Later, as the demonstration winds down, a

economist, as saying: “Spain and Greece are

in depression, not recession. That impact was
brought about by austerity.”

In relation to the sackings of the public sec-
tor workforce, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) stated
in a 2011 report: “Greece has one of the lowest
rates of public employment among OECD coun-
tries, with general government employing just
7.9 percent of the total labour force in 2008.”

But the troika is demanding more auster-
ity and more public sector job cuts as part of
the package of 13.5 billion euros cuts in the
national budget.

Those who would blame the Greeks for
the crisis they are enduring, need to ask
themselves what austerity really means in
Greece. Those who wish to express solidarity
should consider sending a delegation from
their organisations to support the Greeks in
their next general strike.

It is going to be a long hot winter in Greece.
New Internationalist &

Fairer spending priorities for tough times

The government has honoured its pledge to
minimise harm for low and middle income earners
in this mid-year economic review,” said Maree
O’Halloran of the National Welfare Rights Network.
“It’s unfortunate that this pledge came after the
damaging cuts to 100,000 single parent families.

“The government had made it clear that it aims
to deliver on a National Disability Insurance Scheme
and better dental health for people on low incomes.
These are worthy initiatives which promise to
address significant gaps in the nation’s support for
those most vulnerable.”

Welfare Rights said it understands the need for
improved targeting of the family payments system,
it is not at all clear that reducing the Baby Bonus
after birth of the first child will help the one in six
Australian children living in poverty. Payment reform
needs to be about providing better outcomes for dis-
advantaged families, not simply taking away benefits.

The change to more timely payment of company
tax is a step in the right direction. “We need to
budget to be in good shape, so that governments can
deliver fairer policies for unemployed people which
do not leave them living in poverty and help them
find work.

“We are deeply troubled by removal of $369
million worth of funding over four years from the

employment services system. The lack of investment
for disadvantaged job seekers is one of the biggest
problems with our system of support for people look-
ing for work. The amount being cut could provide
over 100,000 with six month wage subsidies and give
people practical experience at work.”

Ms O’Halloran said income support payments for
many young students on Youth Allowance are even
lower than the Newstart Allowance at just $201 a
week. The government will save $80.9 million over
four years by placing a freeze on student “start-up”
scholarships worth $2,050 per year, until 2017. These
benefits had already been reduced to pay for the
relaxation of the independence rules in 2011.

“The 250,000 students who enter university each
year are going to find the going a bit tougher because
of these cuts. However, the priority for government
should be increasing the low rate of Youth Allowance
and indexing it regularly to wage movements.

“Students doing masters courses will be disap-
pointed by a further delay to the Government’s
promise to extend eligibility to Youth Allowance
for students doing approved masters casework. This
change has been further delayed from January 2014
to January 2017, saving $150 million over four years,
affecting around 5,000 students per year.” &
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Ku Klux Klan

honoured In US again

Lyuba Lulko

In the US, a scandal erupted
around an incident with a black
woman, Sharmeka Moffitt, residing
in Louisiana. The woman has suf-
fered serious burns. The evidence
and the testimony of the victim
indicate that the crime involved
representatives of the Ku Klux
Klan. However, the authorities
insist on self-immolation.

The African-American resident
of Louisiana was found on Sunday,
October 21, in her own car, with burns
covering half of her body, and the
Ku Klux Klan (KKK) symbols and
racial insults painted on it. The inves-
tigation surprisingly quickly came to
the conclusion that she committed
self-immolation. The US media have
minimised reporting on the incident,
but what if this is the first sign of the
predicted race war in the US?

Twenty-year-old Sharmeka
Moffitt from the city of Winnshoro
was conscious when admitted to
a hospital. She reported that the
crime involved three men in “white
sweatshirts”. They doused her with
flammable liquid and set her on fire.
The park where the crime was com-
mitted has no surveillance cameras.
The FBI started investigation of the
“crime motivated by racial hatred”,
but to the surprise of many, a day
later the investigators reported that
the lighter and bottle with flammable
liquid had fingerprints of the victim.
The FBI concluded that the “attack”
was Moffitt’s job.

This verdict may be a state order.
First, the American media rushed to
comment on it. There were no doubts
raised that the victim’s fingerprints
on the bottle could be fabricated by
the criminals.

If we suppose that this was a self-
immolation, why would she do that?
Moffitt must be either mentally ill, or

pursued some political objectives. Her
mother and sister have unanimously
declared that she was a very cheerful
and happy person, and her neighbours
and school teachers did not notice
any abnormalities either. Does this
mean that she is an American sui-
cide bomber meant to blow up the
public opinion, and the KKK is not
such a harmless organisation like the
American media is trying to convince
us? Or did she fall victim of a rac-
ist African-American organisation
that always can find a reason to be
unhappy with Caucasians?

“Regardless of the outcome of the
investigation, the activities of racist
KKK are an undeniable fact of life of
the state,” said Otis Chisley, president
of the local branch of the National
Association for Advancement of
Coloured People (NAACP). “The
problem is widespread in Louisiana.
It is covert, but it does exist,”
said Chisley. It exists not only in
Louisiana, but in southern states in
general. Strange messages appear
in the media from time to time, for
example, about protest actions in
September at the City Hall in Selma,
Alabama, that made the city council
postpone work on the installation of a
new monument to the founder of the
KKK, Civil War General, Nathaniel
Bedford Forrest.

Also consider that October 12 is a
significant day for the KKK. In 1871,
US President Ulysses S Grant banned
the organisation that defended white
supremacy using terrorist methods.
In today’s “democratic” America,
in addition to illegal followers, the
organisation exists legally under the
name “Knights Party”. The “Knights”
hold annual White Pride parades in
Pulaski (Tennessee) and their leader
is a priest, Tom Robb. Making an
appearance at these parades wearing
a T-shirt with the image of Obama is
a heroic feat. The authorities turn a

blind eye to it, thinking that the ban
on Agatha Christie’s play “Ten Little
Niggers” (renamed into “Ten Little
Indians™) is much more productive.

The situation is more than a regu-
lar occurrence. The current economic
and social crisis threatens to plunge
the United States into another Civil
War. This will be a war between the
races. Such a forecast was made
by the experts of the analytical
centre of the US military base Fort
Leavenworth (Kansas) Kevin Benson
and professor at the University of
Kansas, Jennifer Weber.

“By 2016, the unemployment
rate will remain close to double-digit
numerical values, small businesses
will not be able to repay their loans,
taxes on the middle class will remain
high,” wrote Benson and Weber. The
noisy minority with high social status
will be able to cause fear and manipu-
late the behaviour of people of colour
and immigrants. There will be a social
explosion in the country after nearly
ten years of harsh rhetoric on the
right-wing dominance of immigrants.
As a result, conditions will be cre-
ated for a rebellion of conservative
forces who receive support from the
Tea Party and the radical right-wing
groups similar to the KKK. Under the
proposed scenario, a civil war will
begin with the capture of the city hall
in South Carolina by the right-wing
extremists. It turns out that the US
has already developed a detailed plan
for the suppression of such uprising.
It is included in the list of immedi-
ate action by the US Armed Forces
for 2016-2028. Camps, allegedly
intended for evacuation due to natural
disasters, have already been prepared,
and the National Security Department
has purchased enough special hollow
point bullets to shoot the entire US
population more than once.
Pravda.Ru &

Protests in Panama against
privatisation scheme

Emile Schepers

Protests against a privatisation
scheme in Panama’s second city,
Colon, have resulted in many
arrests and the death of a nine-
year-old boy and, according to
some reports, two others.

Colon is largely Afro-
Panamanian, and has suffered from
a history of poverty and discrimina-
tion. However, it is also the site of
a large free trade zone connected to
the Panama Canal, which has given
employment to many of its resi-
dents. Up until now, the land and
the infrastructure of the free trade
zone have been publicly owned.

However, Panama’s right-wing
president, Ricardo Martinelli, and
the conservative coalition which
dominates the legislature, have
decided to privatise the free trade
zone. Concretely, this means sell-
ing off the land and infrastructure,
including cable and wireless serv-
ices, with 30 percent of the pro-
ceeds to be put into a social welfare
trust, the rest to go to the national

treasury. The privatisation law was
passed and immediately signed by
Martinelli, without input from the

residents of Colon.

The privatisation scheme imme-
diately met with angry rejection
from the parliamentary opposition,
and also from ordinary residents of
Colon, who fear that the net effect
will be to lower incomes in the area
and perhaps allow the zone to be
bought up by transnational corpo-
rations. They demand, rather, that
the government raise rents on com-
panies currently leasing facilities
in the free trade zone, to generate
funds for human services. There
are also complaints that the project
is unconstitutional.

Large scale demonstrations
took place in the streets of Colon,
with police using harsh methods
of repression in response. Scenes
of police clubbing and kicking
captured demonstrators have been
circulating on the internet.

Martinelli was elected in 2009
when Panama, whose relative
wealth among Latin American

countries is based partly on its role
as a regional financial centre, was
hard hit by the 2008 world finan-
cial crisis. He and his Democratic
Change party ousted centrist
President Martin Torrijos, son of
the left-wing Omar Torrijos, by a
wide margin at that time. However,
some “buyers’ remorse” may be
setting in. Martinelli has pushed
neo-liberal policies including a
new “free” trade agreement with
the United States which comes into
force, some would say appropri-
ately, on Halloween, October 31.
The Party of the People
(Panama), which is Panama’s com-
munist party, denounced both the
privatisation scheme and the repres-
sion, and published on its website a
call by the Broad Front of [the peo-
ple of] Colon for demonstrations all
over the country to demand an end
to the repression and a renegotia-
tion of the privatisation law so as to
protect the interests of the people of
Colon by preventing privatisation
of their resources.
People’s World &

Sharmeka Moffitt.

Cuba praised
for food safety

HAVANA: Raul Benitez, direc-
tor for Latin America and the
Caribbean of the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO), stated last week that Cuba
maintains a privileged place in the
struggle against lack of food safety.

Benitez highlighted the island
as an example of the reduction of
hunger and malnutrition, due to the
successful struggle it has undertak-
en against these scourges, explained
the official.

“The only figure we accept in
this moment in terms of hunger
for Latin America is zero,” said

Benitez, a participant in Medellin,
Colombia, in the second Summit
of Regions of the World on Food
Safety which wound up last week.

Among Cuba’s results, he
stressed that it is the only nation in
the area that has eliminated severe
child malnutrition, according to
a report of the United Nations
Children’s Fund, of 2009.

This is due to the efforts of the
government to improve the diet of
the people, particularly that of the
most vulnerable groups, the docu-
ment points out.

Cuban News Agency @&

Sydney
Action for Peace and Development in the Philippines (APDP)

Philippine Dinner & Cultural Evening

Saturday 10 November 6.30pm
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills

$40 per person covering
Meal - Filippino traditional foods
Cultural presentation — music & dance
Drinks will be availabl for saleat he Club’s bar

Proceeds will goto the Children’s Rehabilitatoin Centre

See more at www.childrehabcenter.org
Further information and ticket
Peter Brock: 0425 363 370
apdp2008@gmail.com or www.apdp.org.au
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Chilean student
leaders Inspire
US activists

Lisa Bergmann

NEW YORK: Chilean student
leaders Camila Vallejo and Noam
Titelman began their US visit
with their counterparts from the
United States and Canada here
recently at a panel discussion on
organising strategies, the strug-
gle for quality, affordable higher
education and its relationship to
democracy. The City University of
New York Graduate Centre hosted
the panellists.

Vallejo, vice president of the
Universidad de Chile Student
Federation, and Titelman, president
of the Universidad Catolica Student
Federation, were in the US to receive
a human rights award on behalf
of the Chilean student movement.
Vallejo became internationally known
last year for her leadership in the
student struggle that challenged the
right-wing government of Sebastian
Pifiera and for her membership in the
Young Communist League of Chile.
The New York Times called her a
“glamorous revolutionary,” a tagline
the media uses, often underplaying
her intellect, social media savvy and
leadership skills.

During the panel, all the student
speakers emphasised the importance
of democratising their societies,
expanding ethnic studies, access to

higher education for youth of colour,
and the need for the composition of
student bodies to reflect the economic
and racial diversity of the societies in
which they exist.

Both Titelman and Vallejo spoke
from a unique perspective of young
visionaries who are helping to lead
their generation out of a post-dicta-
torship period. Vallejo explained that
the Chilean student movement, which
mobilised 90 percent of Chilean stu-
dents in 2011 to protest government
attacks on higher education, was not
only the largest protest movement in
recent history, but a massive civics
lesson, where thousands of students
learned how political structures of
the country are organised and can
be affected.

Vallejo explained that under
Augosto Pinochet’s brutal regime,
which began with a coup in 1973
and did not officially end until 1990,
one of the first casualties were civics
classes. Pinochet’s goal, she said, was
to eliminate democratic participa-
tion and knowledge in the country.
While the dictatorship is over, Vallejo
said, many of the anti-democratic
institutional designs still exist. For
example, 70 percent of Chilean stu-
dents don’t know how the president
or other political leaders are elected.
Or at the University of Chile, one of
the most prominent universities in

Massive hospital
bed cuts plan

exposed

Will Stone

Public health experts exposed
worrying plans last week that
could see more than a quarter of
west London hospital beds slashed.
Campaigners revealed that secret
proposals to axe almost 1,000
hospital beds in north-west London
by 2015 were left out of publicised
material.

NHS North West London has
just completed a consultation on
its document “Shaping a Healthier
Future”, which proposes the closure
of four A&E (accident and emer-
gency) units in Ealing, Charing
Cross, Hammersmith and Central
Middlesex Hospitals.

Opponents of the scheme have
stressed that the hospitals at risk are
in some of the most deprived areas
in north-west London.

They have widely criticised
the lack of any detailed proposals
on what services would replace
the axed hospital care and plans
in other NHS north-west London
documents to axe 5,600 jobs, most
of them clinical posts.

But now public health experts
have flagged concerns over the
huge number of beds to be cut in
hospitals in addition to those at risk
in the four hospitals targeted.

The total 979 beds to be cut

make up more than a quarter of the
3,449 available in the vast eight-
borough area. These plans are listed
in the pre-consultation business
case but were not included in the
consultation despite the potential
impact on patient care for some of
the most seriously ill patients in
west London.

Experts said the largest num-
bers and proportion of beds to be
cut are in some of the hospitals
which do not appear to be directly
affected by the A&E closures or
the plans set out in “Shaping a
Healthier Future”.

London Health Emergency
director John Lister warned against
the “shockingly irresponsible plan,
which is effectively being smug-
gled through without proper public
debate.

“We have now heard the grave
concerns of public health profes-
sionals — the very people whose
job it is to take care of the health
of whole populations — who fear
that the system just will not be able
to cope. The figures they highlight
show that the danger affects all
areas of west London.”

NHS North West London offi-
cials admitted that the plans were
not yet even at the drawing board
stage.

Morning Star @

the country, there is no department
of political education but there is a
business school.

These reasons are why the
Chilean movement is educating young
people about local and national elec-
tions, expanding democratic partici-
pation in the education and political
systems and addressing class dis-
crimination in education access. The
Chilean student movement demands
include introducing a progressive tax
on the wealthy, expanding quality
education to the poor, and ending
privatisation of “knowledge produc-
tion” so national investment in public
education benefits everyone.

Vallejo and Titelman’s experienc-
es in the post-dictatorship period, with
parents who were directly affected
by the massive trauma and terror of
Pinochet’s government, make their
ability to envision a truly democratic
Chilean society all the more impres-
sive and instructive. This society,
they hope, will be free of imperialism
and American neoliberal policies that
helped instigate the military coup,
overthrowing the democratically
elected president, Salvador Allende.

After pushing her way past
dozens of cameras and fans that sur-
rounded her when the panel finished,
Vallejo made her way to a meet-
ing with leaders of the Communist
Party USA and Young Communist
League. Vallejo makes it a point to
meet with the Communist Party in
every country she visits. As a leader
of the Chilean YCL, Vallejo says she
wants to learn about the activities of

Camila Vallejo.

other Communists around the world.
Titelman also joined the meeting.

Vallejo said she knew about and
appreciated the long history of soli-
darity between Chilean and American
Communists. She and Titelman were
interested in the CPUSA’s strategy
of defeating the ultra-right danger
electorally and helping to build move-
ments of the main class and social
forces capable of doing just that.
Titelman said in his experience he
has seen a difference between having
a massive “naive” movement that
does not affect politics, and having a
massive “effective” movement that
does. Titelman said that if the US
far right is in power it is a threat to
progressive movements and people
around the world.

Vallejo and Titelman left New
York for Washington, DC where
they accepted on behalf of the entire
Chilean student movement the
Institute for Policy Studies’ Letelier-
Moffitt Human Rights Award. The
award is named after Orlando Letelier,
a former Chilean diplomat and direc-
tor of IPS’ Transnational Institute
and Ronni Karpen Moffitt, an IPS
development associate, who were
murdered on September 21, 1976,
by agents of Pinochet. IPS gives the
award “to honour these fallen col-
leagues while celebrating new heroes
of the human rights movement from
the United States and the Americas.”
People’s World &

Landmark win for
women’s eqgual pay

Paddy McGuffin

BRITAIN: Scores of women won a
landmark Supreme Court victory
last week over equal pay against
their former local authority
employer. The ruling paves the
way for 170 former Birmingham
City Council employees to launch
pay equality compensation claims
in the High Court.

It could set a precedent which
would have huge implications
for both public and private-sector
employers. The Court of Appeal
said last November that scores of
cooks, cleaners, catering and care
staff previously employed by the
council were entitled to launch pay
equality compensation claims.

The authority appealed but the
court dismissed its claim.

The 170 women were among
workers denied bonuses similar
to those handed out to employees
in traditionally male-dominated
jobs such as refuse collectors,
street cleaners, road workers and
grave-diggers.

The court was told that, in 2007
and 2008, tens of thousands of
pounds were paid to female council
employees to compensate them
with further payments being made

after a number of cases were taken
to an employment tribunal.

But only workers still employed
or who had left council employ-
ment less than six months previous-
ly were eligible to make the claims.
The women brought legal actions
for damages to the High Court,
which has a six-year deadline for
launching claims.

But the city council attempted
to have the claims struck out, argu-
ing they could only be heard by
an employment tribunal. Law firm
Leigh Day & Co, which represented
the women, said it was bringing
174 claims against Birmingham
City Council, with another 1,000
claims pending in Birmingham
alone.

Leigh Day partner Chris
Benson said: “This is a great day
for equality and for all those wom-
en massively underpaid over many
years within public and private
organisations.”

The legal victory came on the
same day as hundreds of equality
campaigners staged a Suffragette
protest outside Parliament over the
impact of the government’s auster-
ity cuts on women.

The demonstration was led by
feminist group UK Feminista and

Dr Helen Pankhurst, the great-
granddaughter of Suffragette leader
Emmeline Pankhurst, and was
joined by a number of female MPs.

Campaigners demanded urgent
action by MPs to stop a growing
tide of attacks on women’s rights
including the “disproportionate
and disastrous impact” of govern-
ment cuts on women'’s equality and
moves to restrict access to abortion.

Lobbyists also demanded MPs
tackle violence against women,
improve the representation of
women across society and promote
equality. Dr Pankhurst said: “In
the century since the Suffragettes
lobbied Parliament much has
changed for women, yet age-old
inequalities persist and new forms
arise. Lobbying Parliament today
is as urgent and vital as it has ever
been.”

UK Feminista policy and cam-
paigns manager Elli Moody said:
“Progress in Parliament on tackling
women’s inequality isn’t just slow,
in some areas it’s gone into reverse.
Abortion rights are under threat and
the government’s cuts are eroding
women’s economic independence.”
Morning Star @&
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Judge gets it wrong

Judge Stephen Scott during sen-
tencing of an lranian-Australian
(to 14 years) for his role in assist-
ing asylum seekers to our shores
(others mistakenly ill-define this
as “people-smuggling”) said that
there were greater risks for asylum
seekers fleeing by boat than there
are in if they remained in the
country they were fleeing from.

The sentenced man was jailed
for his part in several voyages in
assisting people to asylum, one which
tragically ended in the 2010 Christmas
Island disaster where about 50 people
drowned.

Judge Scott referred to the fact

that about 1,000 asylum seekers have
drowned during the last decade in try-
ing to reach safe haven on Australia’s
shores.

Judge Scott’s remarks under-
lay the ignorance and some of the
damning origin-of-thinking, which
has skewed, bent and decimated the
public discourse and debates on the
rights of our asylum seekers.

Judge Scott needs to look Malala
in the eyes and tell her it is safer in
Afghanistan than on an unseaworthy
boat. The 14 year old was shot in the
head because she spoke up for the
right of girls to an education. Judge
Scott needs to look at the statistics of
how many die in Afghanistan each
day from the Taliban.

Judge Scott needs to learn more
about how many young girls are
forced into marriages and he needs
to learn of what happens to many of
them when they resist. Judge Scott
needs to find out how many young
men and boys are taken from their
families to become Taliban fighters.
Judge Scott needs to be made aware
of how dangerous Sri Lanka is for
Tamils. Judge Scott needs to be
told the story of Iran’s Soraya, who

DO YOU HAVE SOMET
UWhite a letter to the Editor

NGTO SAY?

was half buried alive and publicly
stoned to death or maybe he should
be sent a photo of it — it’s on the
public record.

There is only one risk associated
with fleeing on an unseaworthy ves-
sel — that is drowning at sea.

For those who remain in countries
where there is persecution and repres-
sion and civil strife the risks are many
— torture, incarceration, persecution
of their extended family, loss of life,
loss of dignity.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

ABC Radio National -
more cuts

The ABC’s outstanding Radio
National network, renowned
for programs of quality on a
wide range of subjects, is being
diminished to meet a $1 million
cut in its budget. Highly skilled
ABC program makers are about
to be made redundant. Next year,
radio plays and book readings will
be axed. So will Creative Instinct,
Lingua Franca and The Night Air.

RN’s once dedicated book pro-
gram will be further diluted — required
to incorporate yet another specialist
arts program that will disappear,
MovieTime. Other programs will have
shortened preparation times.

All this destruction to save
money. In the absence of adequate
funding, ABC management appears
to be favouring television, with its

V%S
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Let’s create

a better future
1or our children

Saturday November 17

It's a day for families, the sector and the wider community to
celebrate and support the fantastic work of early childhood
educators. Free family fun days are being held in every capital city.
Find your local event and register your attendance below.

Find your local event — bigsteps.org.au

higher profile — particularly TV pro-
grams which the ABC expects to be
of broad popular appeal, rate well and
be saleable to other networks.

Radio National — with its distinct
specialist programs which meet the
public broadcaster’s responsibility
to inform, educate and entertain — is
being sacrificed.

If you care about Radio National,
make your voice heard. Even if you are
not a RN listener, consider how unlike-
ly it is that the ABC will be maintained
in the long term to deliver any of
the services you value if it abandons
another of its important responsibili-
ties, to “reflect the cultural diversity of
the Australian community”.

David Risstrom

President, Friends of the ABC

(Vic)

A people’s
government?

I was surprised that The Guardian
(October 17) published, without
comment, the South African
Communist Party’s justification
for the Lonmin mine massacre.

Glossing over the fact that it is
in government with its COSATU and
ANC partners, the SACP explained
that the mass killing was due to the
inability of government to curb the
power of mining capital to incite
police violence.

But if capital is so blatantly in
power, why would the SACP give it
a veneer of democracy by forming a
fake people’s government?

David Bastin
ACT
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Social
Democrats
INn France,
Fascists In
Latvia

France’s new President, Francois Hollande,
is having an uphill struggle. He calls himself
a Socialist, but like many European socialists
he would more accurately be called a Social
Democrat. Although intending to work solely
within the capitalist system he nevertheless
felt himself able to promise voters that if
elected he would foster growth domestically
and in Europe and to balance the French
budget by 2017.

Laudatory aims, but the problems facing
the capitalist world are not making his job any
easier! French government forecasts of a paltry
one point two percent economic growth next
year already look over optimistic and may have
to be revised downwards. France is Europe’s
second-largest economy, but French industry
is in crisis. Car maker Peugeot Citroen is to
shut its Aulnay plant near Paris with the loss
of 3,000 jobs in addition to shedding a further
5,000 jobs from its other plants. The company
had a first-half loss of about US$999 million
this year.

But the malaise is not restricted to
Peugeot Citroén. The day after the car maker’s
announcement, Telecommunications equipment
manufacturer Alcatel-Lucent said it would
cut 5,000 jobs globally by the end of 2013.

Air France has also proposed to eliminate
5,122 positions while another 2,000 jobs are
expected to go in a planned “reorganisation”
by pharmaceuticals group Sanofi. (That’s over
20,000 jobs from four companies alone.)

This shedding of large numbers of jobs by
big companies is more than just a symptom
of capitalist crisis. For the people whose jobs
are being axed en masse, it is a catastrophe.
Where are they expected to find alternative
jobs when prospective employers are shedding
jobs like confetti?

Not that capitalism gives a toss, of course.
Despite the fact that all those thousands of
sacked employees are now out of the consumer
bracket, no longer able to contribute to the
growth of the economy, they are being turned
from financial contributors into a financial
burden. Once laid off, each and every one
of them exacerbates capitalism’s woes. They
certainly swell the ranks of those asking
whether there might not be a better way.

And, of course, there is. It is called
Socialism. It was the appeal of socialism that
got Francois Hollande elected in the first place.
If, however, he is too faint-hearted to push for
a real socialist solution for France, then the
French voters will probably swing back to
the parties of the Right, who will be waiting
with plenty of glib answers (but no solutions)
to the country’s problems. They will probably
do what they have done already, and blame it
all on migrants from North Africa!

Meanwhile, other right-wingers in various
parts of Europe (and elsewhere) are busy
trying to polish up the sadly tarnished image
of the Nazis. You remember the Nazis, don’t
you? They were members of an Aryan master
race who were going to make the world safe
for international business by eliminating the
Communists, and then all the socialists, trade
unionists, progressives, as well as all the
Gypsies, Jews and Slavs.

Western governments — in Britain, France,
the USA in particular — thought the Nazis’
anti-communist crusade would be a great aid
to them in their quest for a way to overthrow
the Communist government of Russia, which
would open up a tremendous source of raw
materials and man power. However, neither
the Soviet government nor that of Hitlerite
Germany was willing to be used as a pawn
in the great game being played by Anglo-
French imperialism. Even in the West’s own
ranks there were major political leaders who
recognised that the tactics of imperialism were
strategically flawed. Churchill, imperialist to
his boot heels, nevertheless could see that
Britain and the US needed the USSR if they
were to have any chance against Hitler.

X
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Frangois Hollande greets supporters.

The routing of the Nazis by the Red Army,
after several years of atrocities and grim
occupation, it was thought at the time had
finally put paid to any lingering admiration for
these beasts in grey or black uniforms. But no,
it was not to be. Instead, it became imperative
to portray the Soviet Army as the bad guys and
the Nazis as well-dressed gentlemen warriors,
respectful of women, kind to dogs and little
children, educated and sophisticated.

The French actress/singer Juliet Greco
knew how sophisticated they were: she was
tortured by them in France for helping the
Resistance. | remember her explaining to
Michael Parkinson why she hated the Germans:
Referring to her own arrest, she said “And then
the girl went on the table ... and that’s all I’'m
going to say about that!”

The first “democratic” elections in the
Baltic States after Gorbachev destroyed the
Soviet Union brought overtly racist and anti-
communist parties to power there. Racism was
illegal in the Soviet Union, but the region’s
“democrats” had no problems with it being
used in the elections. Now, while Soviet
emblems and the word “Communist” are
banned in Latvia, the authorities in the town
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of Bauska, south of Riga, have unveiled a
monument to the Latvian legion of the Waffen
SS. The Latvian Legion of the SS was formed
in 1943. Its members took part in punitive
operations against anti-Nazi partisans and
civilians. Members of the Latvian SS were
particularly known for their savagery against
their own people, whom they both feared
and hated.

The Nazis used the Baltic SS battalions to
exterminate innumerable civilians in the Pskov
region of Russia, the Brest region of Belarus
as well as near Dnepropetrovsk. Herding the
inhabitants into barns or churches and then
burning them alive was a favourite method.
Most Baltic Waffen SS members were Killed
or captured by Soviet forces during the War,
although some found their way to Allied POW
or Displaced Persons camps. Such was their
identification with the Nazis that British officers
at least tended to hand them over to their Soviet
allies to be dealt with as collaborators.

Hideously, the inscription on the Bauska
monument to these fascist butchers declares
that it is “dedicated to Bauska’s defenders
against the Second Soviet Occupation”.

Talk about rewriting history! &
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Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sunday 4 November —
Saturday 10 November

he documentary series

Finding Life Beyond Earth
(SBSONE Sundays from November
4 at 8.30pm) is from the US cable
network Nova. It has spectacular
visuals and for anyone of a scientific
turn of mind should prove fascinating.
It reflects the latest scientific think-
ing in response to such questions as
how does life arise in the first place?
What conditions are needed for life
to emerge, and how far could those
conditions differ from those on Earth
and still be viable?

The program begins with the
various planets, moons and asteroids
of our solar system, showing the
extent of the international research
into the life-supporting possibilities of
each of the known celestial bodies that
are considered possible life-supporting
sites. Finding water on other planets
would be the best result, but scientists
are also interested in whether the
rivers of liquid methane on one of
Saturn’s moons might not also be a
cradle for microscopic life, opening
up new possibilities.

or the documentary series

Opening Shot, five filmmak-
ing teams, each with a director under
35, were given the facilities to make
a half-hour film for prime-time show-
ing, on a topic relating to Australia
today. In the first film, Dating The
H*Bomb (ABC2 Sunday November
4 at 9.30pm), four young people talk
about the difficulties of dating and
relationships once you have con-
tracted the incurable genital herpes
virus. (And before you say “well that’s

Brisbane

unlikely to be a problem for me”, just
be aware that herpes affects one in
every eight Australians.)

Three affected people, Heidi,
Hector and Michael, talk candidly
about the problem: how do you
tell your date? Can you find love
in spite of the condition? To avoid
embarrassment and any other
unwanted repercussions, their
identities are securely hidden by the
ingenious ruse of replacing them with
puppets for all the interviews. The
result is rather like a government-
sponsored public health film acted
out by the Muppets.

But there is no doubt that it
tackles a very touchy — even taboo —
subject in a manner which is open and
frank and that it imparts much needed
information without great difficulty.

Next week’s episode deals
with what it’s like to work in a
slaughterhouse, and there are no
puppets in it.

he transsexual experience

is the subject of a number
of observational documentary pro-
grams on TV at present. It was only
a matter of time before mainstream
entertainment picked up the trans-
sexual experience as the basis for a
crime series. The result is Hit & Miss
(ABC2 Mondays from November
5 at 9.30pm), about a transgender
woman who was a man, and is now a
paid killer. She is shocked to one day
receive a letter that tells her that her
former wife is dead. More startling
still is the news that when she was
living as a man she made her wife
pregnant and now she is the father of
an orphaned son and legal guardian of
all her former wife’s children.

The children are not happy
to be taken under her wing, but
she perseveres and begins to win
them around, mainly by beating up
people giving them a hard time. The
show’s morality seems more than a
little confused, but that is nothing
compared to the funereal pace.
Even with several lethal hits thrown
in to spice things up occasionally,
the tone throughout is bleak, the
music is portentous, and the pacing
exceedingly slow.

Film Night - AWKA LIWEN
6:00pm Friday November 2

Level 2 TLC Building

16 Peel Street South Brisbane

Presented by Dr Vladimir Pacheco

Awka Liwen a documentary that examines the dispossession of Indigenous lands in Argentina and
the current land tenure system in that country. The documentary makes some important links between
the past and the present in relation to how upper class Argentineans benefit from the acquisition of
Indigenous lands and how the country built up the myth that Argentina did not have a large Indigenous
population at the time of independence from Spain.

Entry by donation — Food and drinks for sale
Info: 0404 053 724 — Organised by Australian Solidarity with Latin America (ASLA)
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Redfern Now (ABC1 Thursdays from November 1 at 8.30pm).

his week sees the start of the

tenth series of Red Dwarf
(ABC1 Wednesdays from November
7 at 9.30pm). that’s right — the comic
space adventure featuring a man who
was accidentally locked in suspended
animation on a spaceship for a mil-
lion years or so, together with the life
form that evolved from the ship’s cat,
a hologram of a dead member of the
ship’s crew and a mechanoid designed
to serve as a butler, is now in its tenth
season. If inspiration is flagging a lit-
tle that is only to be expected, but on
the evidence of this first episode, the
tenth series is well up to par.

To give the actors scope for some
alternative character development,
this first episode includes a couple
of holograms not previously seen:
a jealous hologram of Rimmer’s
brother and a psychotic hologram of
Rimmer’s brother’s girlfriend. They
may never return, but they spiced up
this episode most successfully.

At this stage, the series appears
content to sit on its laurels, such as
they are, but one hopes the writers
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will come up with some new
characters and situations, otherwise
the series will simply fall into a rut
and stay there.

I-Qaeda Confidential, screen-

ing in the Cutting Edge slot
(SBSONE Wednesday November 7
at 9.30pm), appears to be a product
of the intelligence community. It
purports to be an “inside” account
of the events leading up to the 9/11
terrorist attacks in the USA, told by
Abu Jandal (supposedly Bin Laden’s
bodyguard and confidante), Ali
Soufan (an FBI special agent who
hunted Bin Laden), and Michael
Scheuer, the former head of the CIA’s
Bin Laden unit.

The problem is, you cannot
trust a word any of them say. Jandal
would seem to be a natural target for
US special forces to “take out”. He
is freely at large in Yemen and the
explanation offered by the program
(he is protected from the might of the
USA by the President of Yemen) just
doesn’t hold up.

The FBI man claims that he

pin-pointed Bin Laden’s location
more than once but the US President
would not OK the hit because “there
were children present at the site”.
Given the US record elsewhere, is
that credible?

The program struck me as not
exactly a cover up but more of a work
of obfuscation.

he six part series Redfern

Now (ABC1 Thursdays
from November 1 at 8.30pm) is
the first drama series written, pro-
duced and directed by Indigenous
Australians. Each of its episodes
explores contemporary inner-city
Indigenous life. This week’s epi-
sode, Joyride, is written by Michelle
Blanchard and directed by Catriona
McKenzie.

Despite its accurately observed
locale, and the prickly characterisation
of Coral, the grandmother, this is
essentially a soft-centred feel-good
film. But it is done with a panache
that almost carries it off. &

Sydney
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Studies;

Power;
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WOMEN, PEACE, SECURITY

In the pub

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN SPAIN?
CAN THE INDIGNADOS RESURRECT THE SPANISH LEFT?

Estela Valverde, Macquarie University;
Noah Bassil, Dr, Macquarie University;

IS AUSTRALIA FUNDING INDONESIAN DEATH SQUADS?
STOP NEWS FROM WEST PAPUA

Peter King, Dr, Convenor, West Papua Project Centre, Peace and Conflict

Eben Kirksey, Professor, Mellon Fellow at City of New York University, author
Freedom in Entangled Worlds, West Papua & the Architecture of Global

PHILIPPINES HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS —

Jane Corpuz-Brock, Co-convenor, WILPF;
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Special Event

Senator Sekai Holland
Venue: Sydney Town Hall
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2012 CITY OF SYDNEY PEACE PRIZE LECTURE
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Minister for Reconciliation, Healing and Integration, Zimbabwe,

Gaelic Club
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October is CPA history month
Silencing
the voices
of peace

Denis Doherty

Australian army Gallipoli hero
Captain Hugo Throssell VC gave
a speech on July 19, 1919 that
brought the pro-war establishment
down on his head. Former head of
Australian troops in Afghanistan
General John Cantwell recently
said in an interview that the
“Afghan cause is not worth dying
for”, bringing a torrent of abuse
from the bourgeois media.

The comparison between
Cantwell’s treatment and that meted
out to Hugo Throssell reveals how
consistently the ruling class tries to
silence the voices of peace.

Right wing commentator Gerard
Henderson has called for John
Cantwell to keep silent, suggesting
that his views are useless because he
is sick. Cantwell does indeed suffer
from post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and has faced many crises
with depression arising from his war
service in Iraq and Afghanistan.

However, he is clearly not delu-
sional. He has spoken with force and
clarity about his war experiences
and his views should be treated with
respect.

July 19, 1919 was the day to cel-
ebrate the signing of the peace treaty
with Germany. All around the Empire
there were celebrations.

The Mayor of Northam (WA)
had organised for Northam’s most
famous son, war hero and Captain
Hugo Throssell, to lead the parade
and to speak at the celebration.

At the time of the speech returned
soldiers were finding it hard to get
jobs and those who had jobs were
appalled by the working conditions
and were making their way into
militant unions.

Socialism was being widely dis-
cussed and the Russian Revolution
had begun, influencing many work-
ers. The ruling class was feeling
threatened. The Queensland Worker
of the time headlined the front page
story: Hugo Throssell VC, Declares
Himself a Socialist: A “Bomb” at a
Peace Gathering.

The newspaper wrote:

“There was probably no more
astounded gathering in any part of the
Commonwealth than the mob of patri-
otic Tories who had gathered together
in Northam (WA) on Peace Day, ‘to
celebrate” when Hugo Throssell, VC —
scion of one of West Australia’s ‘very

best’ families — declares himself to be
an out and out Socialist”.

What Hugo Throssell said in
part was:

“The war has made me a
Socialist. It has made me think and
inquire what are the causes of wars.
And my thinking and reading have
led me to the conclusion that we
shall never be free of wars under
a system of production for profit,
with its consequent over-production,
periodic crimes, unemployment and
the struggle for markets... .

“I want to work for peace because
I know and have seen the horror of
war. If only the people who say they
want peace would do the logical
things to bring it about, there would
be no wars... .

“While it is possible for unscrupu-
lous men, profiteers, and manufactur-
ers of war materials to profit by war,
we will always have wars.

“If we do not want war, we must
change the system of production for
profit, and organise not for the benefit
of a few people but of the community
as a whole.

“The subject is too big a one to
deal with in a few words tonight. But
| wanted to say that the only real way

General John Cantwell.
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Captain Hugo Throssell VC.

to celebrate peace is to do the things
which will make for peace. Think,
talk to people who are opposing the
system of production for profit, study
books on the subject and test what
you read by the facts of everyday life.

“Don’t bother about what the
daily newspapers or the people inter-
ested in maintaining the system of
production for profit may say. You’ve
heard what they’ve got to say all
your lives. Go to the other side! Get
their point of view. Then do what is
necessary to make your convictions
realities, and work for the conditions
which will make it impossible for any
to make fortunes out of war... .

“You will not find this way of
working for peace a popular one.
You’ll find it most unpopular, because
all our institutions have grown up
under the wing of this system of
production for profit. But if we want
peace, if we want to do the things
which will make for a permanent
peace, we must do away with the
system of production for profit, and
reorganise our life in common on
the lines of production for use and
for the well-being of the community
as a whole.”

The speech caused an uproar with
an outraged conservative establish-
ment appalled that a public hero could
express such views. Throssell, who
like Cantwell suffered deep depres-
sion, was subjected to abuse, ridicule
and contempt.

Unlike other war heroes he
received no official recognition.

It was not until August 28, 1999
that a modest cream brick memorial
to him was unveiled in Northam by
the Governor of WA, Michael Jeffrey,
himself an ex-SAS officer.

Jeffrey admitted at the time that
“it is probable that the rejection of
the values of his peer group was
the reason that no memorial existed
before to Throssell.”

Hugo Throssell spoke for the
more than 50 percent of Australians
who rejected conscription in WWI.
Cantwell speaks for the 80 percent
of Australians who want Australian
troops home from the Afghan war
now.

Those who go to war at capital-
ism’s demand in 1919 or 2012 but
return to speak out for peace are met
with all the establishment’s efforts to
silence them. &

But if we want peace,

if we want to do the things
which will make for a
permanent peace, we must
do away with the system of
production for profit ...
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