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The push is on for an all-out bargain basement 
sell-off of remaining public assets around 
Australia – state and federal. In a report 
released last week, Infrastructure Australia 
(IA), the federal government’s “independent” 
infrastructure adviser, identifi ed $200 billion 
worth of “lazy assets” to be handed over to 
the corporate sector as private profi t-making 
ventures. By “lazy”, IA means they are not in 
the hands of the corporate sector churning 
private profi ts.

The report goes to great lengths to dress up 
its proposals in a form that might make them 
more palatable to the public and the trade union 
movement. It suggests that the trade union-linked 
industry superannuation funds invest heavily in 
the privatisation of these assets. The sell-off is 
also presented as necessary to produce budget 
surpluses, cut public debt and raise funding for 
urgently required public infrastructure.

The public assets recommended for sale include 
the iconic Snowy Hydro scheme, power generators 
and other electricity assets, airports, ports, water 
utilities, public roads, rail and forestry assets.

Former ACTU assistant secretary Garry Weaven 
has come out strongly supporting IA’s privatisa-
tion program. Weaven is chair of Industry Funds 
Management, a global fund manager owned by a 
number of Australian superannuation (pension) 
funds.

Weaven played a major role in the establish-
ment of the industry super funds in the 1980s and 
has since held senior positions in the fi nancial and 
corporate sectors. He has also called for the imme-
diate privatisation of Medibank Private, Australia 
Post and the submarine builder ASC, which were 
not on IA’s hit list.

If super funds invest in infrastructure, it 
should be on the development of new socially and 
environmentally sustainable infrastructure such as 
public housing and the development of alternative, 
renewable energy sources, not in existing public 
infrastructure which should remain publicly owned 
and managed.

IA identifi es 83 profi table, publicly owned 
assets for sale within the next 12 months. The 
rest of its hit list might take longer, to fi rst be put 
on a profi table footing or to make the necessary 
regulatory changes such as the pricing of privatised 
public roads, regulation of usage and negotiate 
government subsidies to guarantee profi ts.

Budget surpluses
The fi nancial sector and their mates in the rat-

ing agencies demand governments produce budget 
surpluses and reduce public debt. They also demand 
that public assets and services be privatised.

The call for a budget surplus and public sector 
debt reduction has two purposes. Firstly, it acts as 
an excuse to push privatisation to raise money for 
cash-strapped governments. Secondly, the income 
that the banks get from debt reduction can be used 
to lend to the private sector when it borrows to 
purchase public assets that are being privatised.

Infrastructure shortages should and can be 
publicly funded, owned and managed. The money 
can be raised by such means as increasing corpo-
rate taxes (including a genuine super profi ts tax 
for all industries), slashing the $30 billion plus in 
military spending on war preparations, phasing 
out the $5 billion private health insurance subsidy 
for private hospitals and nationalising previously 
privatised public assets. There is huge potential 
to raise income from a public bank, public insur-
ance offi ce and public superannuation scheme for 
investment in public transport, housing, education, 
hospitals, etc.

Liberal and Labor governments alike are deter-
mined to privatise anything that can be used by the 
private sector to make profi ts and will continue to 
subsidise services that cannot make a profi t when 
privatised. It will take a government of a new type, 
a left and progressive government that puts people 
fi rst to change that situation.

Reasons not to sell
Financial Review columnist Alan Mitchell (18-

10-2012), trotted out the usual neo-liberal capitalist 
myth: “There is no reason why these assets should 
remain in state hands if the new private owner can 
be regulated.”

In fact there is every reason they remain in 
public hands.

The evidence is in from the sale of highly 
profi table enterprises and services such as Telstra, 
the Commonwealth Bank, government insurance 
offi ces, electricity and other utilities. Without fail, 
the sale of public assets results in:
• Higher charges to provide profi ts and pay the 

interest on loans raised to purchase the utility 
or enterprise

• Governments losing billions of dollars of 
regular income from profi table public assets

• Decline in quality, affordability and 
accessibility of services for people as the aim 
becomes maximisation of profi ts, not services 
for people

• Sacking of workers, casualisation of 
employment

• Lower wages and loss of hard won working 
conditions

• Deunionisation
• Lack of public accountability and secret 

contracts – “commercial in confi dence” – even 
when huge public subsidies are paid.

Continued on page 2
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Liberal and Labor governments alike 
are determined to privatise anything 

that can be used by the private sector 
to make profits and will continue to 

subsidise services that cannot 
make a profit when privatised. 
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PRESS FUND
So, Australia has a two-year stint on the UN Security Council. 
Goes to show what bribes, stand-over tactics and being in 
the pocket of a big power can get you. Meanwhile at home a 
recent report on poverty reveals that almost 13 percent of the 
population, 2,265,000 Australians, live below the poverty line. 
Of those 62 percent depend on social security benefits. Here at 
The Guardian we rely on you to give to the Press Fund so that 
such hypocrisies are exposed and action taken on inequality and 
injustice. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
AJ Fox $40, GA Reed $20, Maddog $25
This week’s total: $85 Progressive total $9,100

The grubby saga of 
uranium sales to India

Prime Minister Gillard’s visit to India last week was pure 
pantomime. She met her counterpart, Mr Manmohan Singh, and 
took part in all manner of events and photo opportunities in an 
effort to repair Australia’s damaged reputation on the sub-continent 
– damaged by reports of the very negative experience of many 
Indian students in Australia – and to seal a deal that has made 
many observers nervous. Lobbying for Australia to sell uranium to 
India has been going on for years and the vote at last December’s 
ALP National Conference foreshadowed the federal government’s 
fi nal capitulation.

Anxiety about uranium sales to India arises from the poor 
safety reputation of that country’s nuclear power industry and 
its development of nuclear weapons in violation of the Nuclear 
Non-proliferation Treaty. Gillard tried to smooth the nerves back 
home about leaky power-plants and waste storage facilities by 
“demanding” independent oversight of India’s nuclear program 
from the International Atomic Energy Agency. At least, that’s how 
it was reported in the decidedly pro-nuclear Murdoch press.

A peculiar aspect of the PM’s visit was that while the corporate 
media were emphasising the safeguards and assurances being sought 
by the Australian government, the visit looked for all the world like a 
sales pitch. The awarding of an Order of Australia to Indian batsman 
Sachin Tandulkar was clearly intended to butter up customers for 
a big purchase.

India’s development of nuclear weapons has been another public 
relations obstacle to the uranium deal. Tensions with nuclear-armed 
neighbour Pakistan persist. “Assurances” that Australian uranium 
will not fi nd its way into Indian nuclear weapons are a joke – the 
exports will simply free up uranium from other sources and allow 
them to be committed to the nuclear weapons program. The truth 
is that Australia, taking its cue from the US, is not worried about 
India having nuclear arms. In fact, it fi ts in nicely with long-term 
planning in the Pentagon.

The US now has no problem with India’s blatant disregard 
of the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. Compare Washington’s 
attitude to India’s ambitious nuclear plans with the modest ones of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. The difference at the 
core of the double standard is that the Indian government’s will can 
be bent to that of US military strategists while the DPRK’s can’t.

India is being welcomed into the club of countries informally 
“allowed” to possess these terrifying weapons. Russia (when it was 
part of the USSR) and China developed their own weapons to lessen 
the likelihood of US nuclear attack. Real plans for the annihilation 
of the Soviet Union like Operation Dropshot had been drawn up. 
In 1970 it was agreed that only the fi ve permanent members of the 
UN Security Council – the US, the Soviet Union, the UK, France 
and China – would hold nuclear weapons.

For many years India has been wooed away from its more 
independent stance in foreign affairs and drawn into the US 
imperialist camp. This has coincided with the enforcing of the neo-
liberal agenda at home leading to widening social inequality and 
unrest. The inclusion of India in US-led alliances and agreements 
helps tighten the cordon around China and advances plans for an 
attack on the emerging socialist superpower.

Australia is expected to play its part in this strategy and that is 
where the uranium sales come in. No doubt the exports will increase 
the profi ts of local and overseas-based mining corporations but their 
greatest value is strategic.

“Currently our defence relationship [with India] is 
underdeveloped. Indeed we have stronger defence ties with China 
than we do with India. So naval exercising is an obvious way of 
taking the relationship forward, given our shared interest in the 
Indian Ocean,” Gillard noted last week.

US strategists want to roll back China’s infl uence and halt the 
growth of its prestige. It makes more sense from the imperialist 
point of view for Australia to cultivate economic and aggressive 
military ties with India at the expense of China. And that’s what 
the ever-dutiful Gillard has been doing. At the same time it has 
been helping the US to expand its network of bases in the region 
including the new one for US Marines in Darwin. The peace 
movement is stirring in Australia once more as a result of the 
growing threat of war revealed in all these developments. The 
building of this movement is an urgent task.

BEYOND THE LAST SKY
CONTEMPORARY PALESTINIAN PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO

Beyond the Last Sky takes its name from a verse in Mahmoud Darwish’s poem The 

Earth is Closing on Us, and Edward Said’s 1986 book After the Last Sky which used 

documentary modes as a verification of Palestinian experience.

Curated by Chrisoula Lionis as an evolution of Said’s book, Beyond the Last Sky 

is the first exhibition of its kind in Australia to showcase contemporary Palestinian 

photographic and video work. Focusing on the work of artists who look beyond the 

documentary, and turn to critical humour as a subversive tool, Beyond the Last Sky 

encourages laughter that challenges us to break representational deadlocks and to 

rethink the past, present and future of Palestine.

Australian Centre for Photography 257 Oxford St, Paddington

Until November 18 – Open daily 10am-5pm

Admission is free

Exhibition Event
Meet out front of gallery

November 3, 1pm

$5: Afternoon tea provided

Presented by 

Central Branch CPA

More info: Tom on 02 9699 8844

Continued from page 1

Public more efficient
The Commonwealth Bank 

declared $7 billion post-tax profi t 
last year. Under a progressive social 
charter, a publicly owned and run 
Commonwealth Bank or new public 
bank could provide better and cheaper 
services for people, small business 
and farmers. This would put pres-
sure on other banks to compete. The 
public benefi ts would be enormous, 
and profi ts would fl ow to the public 
purse to fund social spending.

If Telstra had not been sold off 
and lost its monopoly over telecom-
munications services, the federal 
government would be reaping billions 
of dollars every year and at the same 
time services would be far cheaper 
and more effi cient.

Overall telecoms services rev-
enue passed the $40 billion mark 
in 2011 and Telstra alone declared 
a net profi t of $3.4 billion for 2012. 
The wastage by the private sector in 
duplications of services and layers 
of management, offi ce costs, etc, is 
enormous. So too are the layers of 
profi ts involved in contracting out 
and the use of franchises.

There is nothing effi cient about 
one provider for the internet, another 
for the landline, and another again 
for the mobile phone, for example. 
Instead of three, four or fi ve outlets 
in a big shopping centre there would 
be one. Capitalist “competition” 
pushes up prices as well as lead-
ing to lack of competition through 
monopolisation.

Public enterprises and govern-
ment departments are selling off 
valuable real estate, either to be rented 
back from the new private owner at a 
very generous and profi table rate or 
to be handed over to developers to 
make a killing.

Australia Post has embarked upon 
a program of closing not so profi t-
able or “loss-making” post offi ces, 
regardless of the social impact on 
local communities. Under competition 
policy – another arm of privatisation 
– cross-subsidisation is not allowed. 
Previously if a rural or regional post 
offi ce made a loss, service obligation 
ensured that it was subsidised by other 
more profi table outlets in city centres. 
Service was paramount.

The sell-off of post offi ce build-
ings to private investors means post 
offi ces now have huge rental bills 
to meet. These could be as high as 
$20,000 a month or more. As a result, 
a healthy profi t could be turned into a 
defi cit by the sale of real estate.

Public risk, 
private profit

As NSW Greens MP John Kaye 
pointed out in relation to the O’Farrell 
government’s bill to privatise Port 
Botany and Port Kembla, it “allows 
the Treasurer to keep the risks and 
liabilities in public hands while pri-
vatising all the profi t-making aspects 
of the ports.”

The government not only subsi-
dises unprofi table services such as 
tunnels or rail, but picks up the pieces 
when the private sector neglects main-
tenance, fails to make a guaranteed 
rate of profi t or goes belly up.

There is only one reason why the 
likes of Alan Mitchell, Infrastructure 
Australia and neo-liberal govern-
ments promote the privatisation of 
public assets. It is for the benefi t of 
the private sector, so they can make 
more profi ts.

In case there are any doubts 
about whose side the “independent” 
Infrastructure Australia is on, just take 
a look at its advisory council. The 
chairman is leading business fi gure, 

Sir Rod Eddington who is chairman 
of JPMorgan Australia, an arm of 
one of the world’s largest investment 
banks. His other business connections 
include Rio Tinto, Allco Finance and 
News Corporation. The other commit-
tee members have relationships with 
the IMF, Bankers Trust, Deutsche 
Bank, Minter Ellison lawyers and 
KPMG. Say no more!

Criminal
Public assets belong to the people. 

They have been built up by work-
ing people to serve the community. 
Privatisation turns the principle of 
service to the people on its head. No 
government has the right to hand 
over the people’s assets and services 
to private corporations to bleed for 
private profi t.

Privatisation is nothing short 
of criminal. It should be halted and 
reversed.

If so many public services and 
assets had not been privatised, state 
and federal governments would have 
no excuse to be privatising and cutting 
services today.

If they continue down this path, 
they will eventually bankrupt the 
public sector, and leave governments 
with few resources to govern.

Sovereign bankruptcy and col-
lapse of government would open the 
way for the direct, open dictatorship 
of capital, for an end to any pretence 
of democratically elected government 
with powers to govern. It would 
see the complete privatisation of 
government.

The majority of Australians 
oppose privatisation. This opposi-
tion must be realised in action, in 
the broadest possible movement, 
including the trade union movement, 
against the sale of public assets and 
services. 

Wholesale theft 
of public assets

Sydney
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Bob Briton: Could you tell us a 
bit about the Walk for Solar event?

Danny Kakoschke: The walk 
was from September 16 to 30 and 
was 328 kilometres long. Through a 
lot of visits to Port Augusta, initially 
by CLEAN but subsequently by other 
groups like Beyond Zero Emissions 
and AYCC, solid support for solar 
thermal has been built up. A local 
group has been started. AYCC 
activist Dan Spencer moved up to 
Port Augusta and helped them with 
the organisation and now they’re 

working really well. A poll was run in 
the community to determine whether 
the local people wanted solar or gas as 
a replacement for the coal-fi red power 
station. The results were a little under 
a hundred for gas and somewhere 
over 4,000 for solar – damn strong 
support for solar!

BB: What was the support like 
from people along the route to 
Adelaide?

DK: It was great. [Minister for 
Mineral Resources and Energy] 
Tom Koutsantonis dropped by and 

showed support – possibly stronger 
than he should have been showing 
given the non-committal stance of 
the state government on the issue. 
People generally were glad that we 
were taking a keen interest and not 
just ignoring them to focus on city 
issues. They want an alternative that’s 
good for their health and good for the 
job situation.

BB: How likely is it that the 
replacement power generator will be 
solar thermal?

DK: It’s uncertain at this stage; 

it’s hard to predict what they’ll do. 
Obviously we’re going to keep applying 
the pressure. The state government is 
way more open to it in talks we’ve had 
with them than they were when we 
started to campaign for the concentrated 
solar thermal alternative but it will 
require federal support. Maybe that’s 
the next place we’ll walk!

In a postscript to our story, South 
Australia’s lower house – the House 
of Assembly – voted last week to set 
up a select committee to investigate 
Beyond Zero Emission’s proposal to 

replace the coal plant in Port Augusta 
with solar thermal.

“It is encouraging to see 
bipartisan support for a proposal 
that will create 1,800 jobs, support 
regional development, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions,” Beyond 
Zero Emissions spokesperson Hannah 
Aulby said.

“Port Augusta has the sun, the 
workforce, the transmission lines, 
and the community support to make 
this project a real success.”

Grass-roots activism works! 

Australia

Campaign Corner 

Re-power 
Port Augusta

Danny Kakoschke and friends at the big rally after his walk.

Pete’s Corner

October is CPA History Month

Election of Fred Paterson to Queensland Parliament
Denis Doherty

At a time when Comrade Tony 
Oldfi eld won a seat on Auburn 
(Sydney) Council, it is good to 
remember Fred Paterson and 
his successful campaign to win 
th e Queensland seat of Bowen in 
April 1944.

“In 1944 the fi rst communist 
was elected to a state parliament. 
He was Fred Paterson, member for 
Bowen, Queensland. Since then a 
number of other Communists have 
been elected as municipal and shire 
councillors but such is the grip of 
the two-party system at state and 
federal levels that it has proven dif-
fi cult to break into these spheres.

“But it can be done and it is has 
been done.

“Fred Paterson’s campaign 
shows us that winning elections 

requires long and patient work 
at grass roots, campaigning with 
Party policies in the best interests 
of working people, and persuading 
voters that the Party’s candidate is 
the best.

“The campaign also underlines 
that there is little point in taking a 
“we know we can’t win” approach. 
This was not the case in Bowen.

“The Communist Party of 
Australia continues the traditions 
and fi ghting spirit which got Fred 
Peterson elected.”

Thus wrote the former Party 
General Secretary Peter Symon in 
his introduction to the leafl et on 
Fred Paterson’s victory.

The leafl et called The Election 
of Communist Fred Paterson to the 
Queensland Parliament was pub-
lished in 1986.  It was written by 
former Central Committee member 

and Queensland State Secretary Jim 
Henderson.

Here he described the Party 
campaign for Fred Paterson:

“Paterson was without doubt 
the best known communist in 
Queensland and had contested the 
Bowen seat on two previous occa-
sions. On each occasion there had 
been an increase in his vote. There 
had also been a steady increase in 
the number of communist party 
members and party branches in the 
electorate. The Bowen seat extend-
ed from Home Hill in the north to 
south of Proserpine.

“In the elections we called for 
the continuing of the war effort by 
all Australians, the guarantee of not 
less than the basic wage for the pri-
mary producers and the steady rise 
in wages for the working class. Our 
overall policy was to win the war 

as necessary for ending all wars of 
aggression and for rising standards 
of living for the working people.

“At all times it was stressed that 
only by the introduction of a social-
ist system of society could such a 
state of affairs be won and main-
tained. Nobody could have done a 
more effective job of advocating 
such a policy than Fred Paterson, 
Barrister-at-Law, popularly known 
as the ‘people’s barrister.’

Jim Henderson continued:
“There were three candidates 

– Dick Riordan (ALP, the sitting 
member), Hancock (Country Party) 
and Paterson the Communist.

“Riordan had been a waterside 
worker in Bowen prior to his elec-
tion, was regarded as a one-time 
militant and had been a member of 
the Bowen Town Council. Hancock 
was fairly well known and was 
regarded as an honest farmer. Both 
lived in the electorate, Paterson did 
not. His home was in Townsville 
but he was well known throughout 
the north.

“It was clear that Riordan was 
the man to beat. We shaped our 
campaign accordingly….

“As the Labor government had 
been in offi ce since 1915 with one 
break of three (1929-1932) and 
Bowen had been represented for the 
whole period by an ALP member, 
we quite deliberately attacked the 
Labor government for the troubles 
of the working people. At the same 
time we pointed to the disastrous 
three years that the Country Party 
had been in government.

“And we had plenty of solid 
ammunition to throw at the Labor 
Government.

“In the campaign we did not 
advance the slogan of election of 
a Labor government strengthened 
by communists as the Communist 
Party often did but came out 
with the need to have better 

representatives in parliament than 
the Labor Party and at the same 
time strongly attacking the Country 
Party.

Strong Party base
The strength of the Party in the 

electorate was the most important 
factor in the successful outcome, 
according to the comrades working 
on the campaign.

For years the strength of branch 
membership and organisation had 
been growing. There was not one 
spot of any signifi cance in the 
whole area where the Party had not 
been active.

Some people claimed that it 
was just because Fred was so per-
sonally popular that a communist 
won.

Jim Henderson, Fred’s cam-
paign manager, fi rmly rejected that 
idea. While paying tribute to Fred 
as great campaigner, he maintained 
that the strength of the party was 
the essential factor.

The results
Hancock (Country Party) 1,043, 

Riordan (ALP) 2,487, Paterson 
(Communist) 2,817. Of the 29 poll-
ing booths Paterson received major-
ities in 16. In those days it was a 
fi rst past the post election rule.

These results in any election are 
very impressive and Fred has set a 
high bench mark for us to reach.

However, as Peter Symon con-
fi dently wrote in 1986, Fred will 
not be the last Communist Party 
representative in an Australian 
parliament.
Bibliography
Jim Henderson, “The election of 
Communist Fred Paterson to the 
Queensland Parliament”, SPA 
leaflet, 1986.
Ross Fitzgerald: “The Peoples 
Champion”, University of 
Queensland Press, 1997. 

Danny Kakoschke is a member of the Communist Party’s West Adelaide 
branch and an activist in the Re-power Port Augusta campaign, which has 
been pressing for a concentrated solar thermal power station to replace 
Port Augusta’s aging coal-fi red Playford B electricity generator. He has 
worked with the Climate Emergency Action Network (CLEAN) and the 
Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) on the issue and recently 
took part in an awareness-raising walk from Port Augusta to Adelaide. At 
the conclusion of the walk the biggest rally for some time was held on the 
steps of Parliament House. Danny spoke recently with Bob Briton of The 
Guardian about his involvement.
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Thousands of AEU (Australian 
Education Union) members 
from Ted Baillieu’s electorate of 
Hawthorn protested outside the 
Premier’s offi ce in Camberwell 
last week, kicking off a series of 
regional stopworks to be rolled out 
across the state over coming weeks.

The stoppages form part of the 
next phase of the union’s campaign 
urging the Baillieu government to 
provide a fair agreement for teachers, 
education support staff and princi-
pals, and to fulfi l its pledge to make 
Victorian teachers the highest paid 
in the nation.

AEU branch president Mary 
Bluett told the crowd: “You have 
done yourselves, your school com-
munities and your kids proud today.” 
“This deal is going to get done and 
it’s going to be a good deal – and 
your being here today strengthens 
our negotiations.”

The campaign, she said, is “about 
much more than pay. It’s about 
respect. It’s about the unacceptable 
level of contract employment and 
the 45 percent of support staff in 
public schools who have no certainty 
of employment and we’ve got to do 
something about that.”

She described as “abysmal” the 
fact that education support staff at 
the bottom of the scale are currently 
earning less than the minimum wage.

State vice president Meredith 
Peace congratulated members on the 
“phenomenal” turnout.

“Your presence today just shows 
the fantastic commitment of our mem-
bers to the battle we have in front of 
us,” she said.

“We have to send a really strong 
message to Ted Baillieu and his gov-
ernment that we want their respect 
and we deserve their respect for the 
incredibly hard work you do for the 
children in this state every day.”

Teachers, principals and support 
staff will be rallying outside their 
local Coalition MPs’ offi ces over the 
next two weeks, asking for support in 
their fi ght for improved wages and 
conditions.

Also last week, TAFE staff, 
students and community members 
protested the Baillieu government’s 
$300 million cuts to the public TAFE 
system and rallied outside a busi-
ness conference in Geelong that the 
Premier addressed.

The AEU and National Tertiary 
Education Union (NTEU) supported 
the rally organised by a local Geelong 
community group.

AEU TAFE vice president Greg 
Barclay said it was disgraceful that the 
Premier was addressing the business 
conference while slashing millions 
of dollars in funding from the local 
TAFE. “The Baillieu government’s 

$14.6 million in funding cuts to 
Gordon TAFE equates to around 21 
percent of its budget. These cuts will 
have massive repercussions through-
out local business and industry.”

The unions point out that the 
Baillieu government’s TAFE cuts are 
denying local community members 
the chance to get the skills they need 
to be part of the modern workforce. 
There have been major job losses in 
Geelong in recent months and yet the 
Baillieu government is cutting off 
pathways and limiting local worker’s 
ability to retrain or upskill.

“Gordon TAFE is an important 
part of the community, with campuses 

in Geelong City, East Geelong and 
Colac and yet they have had millions 
of dollars slashed from their budget,” 
Mr Barclay said.

“The strength of the Victorian 
economy is based on the skills of its 
workers. TAFE provides skills and 
training to hundreds of thousands of 
Victorians each year. As a result of 
these cuts, these numbers will fall 
and the Victorian economy will suffer.

“The Victorian public understands 
that the Baillieu government’s budget 
cuts are not in the interests of young 
people, the community, TAFE insti-
tutes or the Victorian economy,” Mr 
Barclay said.

NTEU Victorian secretary Colin 
Long said every day the government 
continues to ignore the community’s 
demands to save TAFE means more 
jobs lost, more courses cut, more 
young people excluded from educa-
tion and training.

“The market-driven VET sys-
tem in Victoria has led to budget 
blow-outs, lower quality training, a 
reduction in the number of courses 
available, and higher costs to students. 
By any measure – except if privati-
sation of TAFE is your goal – it has 
been a complete failure.” 

AEU members take fight 
direct to Baillieu’s office

Premier plays 
with words
WA Premier Barnett claimed that 
the new children’s hospital would 
remain as a public hospital, just 
like Fiona Stanley Hospital and 
Midland Health Campus.

But union United Voice says 
the reality is that Premier Barnett 
has already privatised services at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital and the 
Midland Health Campus. Premier 
Barnett will privatise services at the 
new Children’s hospital and Queen 
Elizabeth II Medical Centre, said 
United Voice WA assistant secretary 
Carolyn Smith.

“They will be run privately. It is 
in an organisation’s interest to make 
that worthwhile for them, so they 
cut services, staff numbers, or staff 
pay in order to create a profi t for 
themselves. That profi t comes from 
taxpayer money. It’s money that 
isn’t going into healthcare,” said 
Ms Smith.

“He can play with his words all 
he wants, but facts are facts. These 
hospitals will not be in public hands 
under a Barnett government.”

She said that the Barnett gov-
ernment has an ideological obses-
sion with contracting out essential 
health services to private providers.

“Privatisation is a costly proc-
ess. We’re talking about $8 bil-
lion worth of private contracts 
for essential health services at the 
Fiona Stanley Hospital and Midland 
Health Campus alone.”

Ms Smith said the Barnett gov-
ernment awarded Serco Australia 
the contract for 28 services at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital and that the 
way the contract was handled and 
awarded was diabolical.

“Fiona Stanley Hospital will be 
our premier teaching hospital and 
the Health Minister has overseen a 
process which is seriously question-
able, and breached his own govern-
ment’s policies and procedures.

“The new Midland hospital will 
be run by St John of God. The new 
hospital will not provide essential 
women’s health services. This is 
outrageous.

“United Voice welcomes a 
response from Premier Barnett 
assuring the public that both the 
new children’s hospital and Queen 
Elizabeth II Medical Centre will be 
fully public hospitals and remain in 
public hands.” 

AWU secretary in 
anti-communist twitter rant
A recent tweet from Australian 
Workers’ Union (AWU) national 
secretary and so-called “faceless 
man” Paul Howes has again 
revealed his unbridled disdain 
for communists and progressive 
trade unions.

Linking to an article posted to 
the APHEDA Union Aid Abroad 
website which reported on a visit 
to Australia by senior Vietnamese 
trade union leaders, Howes, who 
goes by the handle “howespaul” 
tweeted:

“APHEDA boasts about host-
ing oppressors of workers’ rights in 
Vietnam – what a disgrace.”

According to the APHEDA 
report, the Vietnamese delegation, 
which included Mr Dang Ngoc 
Tung, president of the 7.5 mil-
lion member Vietnam General 
Confederation of Labour (VGCL), 
visited Sydney on August 2-3 
and was hosted by the ACTU, the 
AMWU, the MUA and the CFMEU.

Far from upholding Howes’ 
claims of worker oppression by 
Vietnamese trade unions, the 
APHEDA article states: “The del-
egation was able to discuss work-
ers’ rights issues in Australia and 
Vietnam, and was able to explain 

the gains they have made in the 
recent adoption by the Vietnamese 
National Assembly of new Labour 
and Trade Union legislation. For 
example, paid maternity leave has 
been extended to six months. The 
Australian and Vietnamese trade 
union leaders also discussed impact 
of trade agreements on working 
people.”

Obviously concerned about 
worker health and safety, the del-
egation is reported to have made 
a special visit to the Asbestos 
Diseases Research Institute “to learn 
about Australian and international 
experiences.”

If this wasn’t enough evidence 
of  the VGCL’s championing their 
workers’ rights, the APHEDA report 
goes on to mention that other cur-
rent projects in Vietnam are address-
ing gender rights, the training of 
people with disabilities, including 
people with HIV and advocacy for 
people affected by Agent Orange.

Obviously the ACTU’s renewal 
of its long-standing memorandum 
of friendship with the VGCL, which 
goes back as far as 1990, doesn’t 
sit well with the hard right AWU 
national secretary.

And as if Howes’ original tweet 

wasn’t proof enough of his anti-
communist attitudes, he followed up 
in response to an @cpa_sa tweet with 
this doosie: “I fi nd it amusing that 
you think being tagged as an anti-
communist is an insult! It’s a badge 
of honor.”

A badge of honor (sic)? It’s 
a sad reality that the neo-liberal 
agenda in Australia is aided and 
abetted by capitalist apologists like 
Howes, who, in purporting to rep-
resent Australian workers, doesn’t 
miss an opportunity to stick the boot 
into communists genuinely fi ghting 
for workers’ rights the world over. 
Where’s the honour in that? 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au
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In November 2011, Barak Obama 
and Julia Gillard announced a 
new level of military cooperation 
between the United States and 
Australia, including: 
• the deployment of a 2,500-strong 

US Marine Air-Ground Task 
Force (MAGTF) to Darwin

• more use of Australian air bases 
by US aircraft: more visits, more 
frequently, by a wider range of 
aircraft

• both governments stress that US 
military will “rotate” through 
Australian bases, rather than set 
up US bases.

The new joint facilities 
in context 

Australia-US military and intel-
ligence cooperation has been gradu-
ally growing over the last decade. 
New operational capacities at Pine 
Gap outside Alice Springs placed this 
Joint Defence Facility on the front 
line in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 
With a new US space surveillance 
radar planned for North West Cape, 
Australia plays a key role in US mis-
sile defence and space operations.

Following the Obama visit the 
Australian government confi rmed 
plans for an increase in the number, 
frequency and type of US naval visits 
to HMAS Stirling at Perth, the only 
major naval facility on Australia’s 
west coast. The government also 
confi rmed it was discussing possible 
use of the Cocos Island airfi eld in the 
Indian Ocean by the US surveillance 
drones such as the Global Hawk.

US forces in Darwin 
The fi rst 150 Marines arrived 

in Darwin in March 2012. The full 
MAGTF complement of 2,500 is 
expected to be in place by 2016. 
There will be 2,500 Marines pass-
ing through on “constant rotation”, 
probably on six-month tours. When 
complete, the Task Force will consist 
of command, ground combat and 
air combat elements available for 
rapid deployment for expeditionary 
combat. The Robertson Barracks in 
Darwin will effectively be a per-
manent joint base, and the organi-
sational heart of the Task Force. 
The port of Darwin is deep enough 
even for the largest US aircraft car-
riers. The NT government is eager 
for more defence spending, which 
already makes up 12.6 percent of 
the Territory’s gross state product.

US forces: Northern 
Territory training 
grounds 

The three main training locations 
for the MAGTF will be the Bradshaw 
Field Training Area, the Mount 
Bundey Training Area near Humpty 

Doo, and the Delamere Air Weapons 
Range, 220 kilometres southwest of 
Katherine. Together they make up 
the ADF’s North Australian Range 
Complex (NARC). With Shoalwater 
Bay in Queensland, they are key loca-
tions for the multinational Talisman 
Sabre exercises. Bradshaw and 
Delamere were named as part of a 
Joint Australia-US Combat Training 
Centre (JCTC) in 2008.

Bradshaw is a former cattle 
station Gust (smaller than Cyprus). 
During Talisman Sabre in 2007, US 
and Australian personnel constructed 
an airfi eld there, with a 1,250-metre 
runway which can take the largest US 
and Australian cargo aircraft. The NT 
government anticipates 7,000 troops 
will visit Bradshaw every dry season.

Delamere Air Weapons Range, 
over 3,000 square kilometres, is the 
RAAF’s principal bombing practice 
and testing range. US fi ghter and 
bomber aircraft based in Guam and 
Japan have been using Delamere in 
exercises for many years.

These bases have sophisticated 
electronic networking which link 
them to other ranges and with US 
and Australian command and train-
ing centres. The JCTC is planned to 
link into the US Pacifi c Command’s 
Pacifi c Warfi ghting Centre and the US 
Joint Force Command’s joint National 
Training Capability. 

Northwest Cape: 
Subs and satellites

The Naval Communications 
Station Harold E Holt at North West 
Cape is currently a VLF (very low 
frequency) communications base. 
It was originally a US-only facility 
for communications with submerged 
US nuclear missile submarines, then 
a joint station. After the Cold War it 
was returned to Australia who used it 
for submarine communications.

Following a new treaty in 2008 it 
again has a primary US war-fi ghting 
role, with two functions:

Firstly, Northwest Cape will sup-
port operations by US attack subma-
rines, which could be nuclear-armed.

Secondly, it is now proposed to 
build a new facility at North West 
Cape under a 2010 partnership 
agreement – a powerful US space 
surveillance sensor. Its published 
function is to locate space debris 
orbiting the earth and threatening 
the satellites on which our networked 
society depends. Its military purpose 
however is to detect objects in space 
for the offensive and defensive aspect 
of war fi ghting in space.

Data from the sensor will go to 
the US Joint Space Operations Centre 
(JSpOC) that manages the US Space 
Surveillance Network at Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in California. It will 
be part of a new space fence made 

up of US Air Force-operated radars, 
located at Kwajelein Atoll in the 
Pacifi c or Ascension Island in the 
South Atlantic (or both).

Kojarena, WA: 
signals and satellites 

The Australian Defence Satellite 
Communications Ground Station 
(ADSCGS) is at Kojarena, 30 kilome-
tres east of Geraldton. It is operated 
by the ADF Defence Signals (DSD).

Kojarena station is a major DSD 
signals interception facility and is part 
of a worldwide system of satellite 
communications keyword monitoring 
known as Eschelon.

In addition, under a 2007 MOU 
with the US, the Australian govern-
ment has built a separate facility in 
the ADSCGS grounds for Ultra-High-
Frequency satellite communications, 
enabling secure all weather and all 
terrain 3-G mobile telecommunica-
tions. Kojarena will be one of four 
such ground stations worldwide.

Pine Gap 
The Joint Defence Facility Pine 

Gap, near Alice Springs, remains the 
most important US intelligence facil-
ity outside the US.

Pine Gap is the command and 
control link to US signals intelligence 
satellites over the Indian Ocean and 
Southeast Asia, listening to ballistic 
missiles testing and launches, radar, 
satellite communications, and micro-
wave transmissions.

After the closure of Nurrungar in 
2000 it also became a Remote Ground 
Station for US thermal imaging satel-
lites, providing early warning of mis-
sile launches, including as part of US 
and allied missile defence. Pine Gap 
has played a key role in the wars of 
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Source: “Disarming Times”
The Beacon 

US Forces in Australia: 2012
Fact sheet prepared by Medical Association for Prevention of War based on an article 
“US Military in the Asia Pacifi c” by professor Richard Tanter in Arena Magazine May 2012.

Gillard embracing Obama’s war plans.

NSW hospitals will suffer severe budget cuts despite a chron-
ic shortage of staff and resources. The Health Minister, Jillian 
Skinner, said she was concerned some paramedics were 
being paid too much in overtime. A Health Services Union 
representative pointed out that there was a shortage of 770 
ambulance offi cers in NSW. It is these shortages that forced 
many to work overtime. “There has been no increase in staff-
ing of the ambulance service in 10 years but demand has 
been increasing by about 4 percent per annum”, he said.

The Treasurer, Wayne Swan and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) are at odds over whether the budget should return 
to surplus this fi nancial year. The fund used its latest report 
on Australia to raise the prospect of abandoning the planned 
surplus, saying that Australia’s reputation is not at risk and 
describing its public debt as “modest” and saying it has “mon-
etary and fi scal space” to respond to shocks. Mr Swan on the 
other hand insists on the return to surplus as “ ... our best 
defence against the global economic volatility and sends a clear 
message that we are committed to responsible fi scal policy”.

Julian Assange has hired lawyers with a view to suing Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard for defamation over the claim that 
WikiLeaks acted illegally in releasing US diplomatic cables. 
Mr Assange claims that Ms Gillard’s comment made in late 
2010 infl uenced MasterCard Australia to join an online fi nan-
cial blockade of the organisation. “MasterCard Australia, 
in justifying why it has made a blockade preventing any 
Australian MasterCard holder from donating to WikiLeaks, 
used that statement by Julia Gillard as justifi cation”, Mr 
Assange said. “So the effects of the statement are ongo-
ing and they directly affect the fi nancial viability of WikiLeaks. 
We are considering suing for defamation ... ,” he added.

Victoria Police has accused the Catholic Church of delib-
erately impeding its investigations into child abuse. In a 
submission to the parliamentary inquiry into the handling 
of child abuse by churches police recommended that some 
of the church’s actions be criminalised. Catholic Church 
offi cials dissuaded victims of sexual abuse from report-
ing to the police; alerted suspects of allegations; resulting in 
possible loss of evidence; moved or protected known or sus-
pected offenders; failed to make offenders accountable to 
law. The police submission exploded the lies the church 
had used for years to cover up child abuse by its clergy.

No US Marines in Darwin
Melbourne Cup Guessing Competition 2012
US Marines out!
1st Prize ......$350
2nd Prize .....$100
3rd Prize......$50

Tickets $1 each or book-of-12 $10
Drawn on Friday 2 November 2012  – winners informed by phone, sms or email

Please get all ticket butts back to the office by November 2, 3 pm.

Get out there and sell so the party can finance its peace work

For books of tickets apply to info@cpa.org.au or 
phone the office during working hours on 02 9699 8844.
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Emile Schepers

The news from Greece is not good. The 
hope by many that the election of Socialist 
Francois Hollande as President of France on 
May 6 would alleviate pressure on Greece 
by the troika of the European Union, the 
International Monetary Fund and the 
European Central Bank, to enact even 
harsher austerity policies, has not panned 
out so far. And within Greece, the coalition 
government of Prime Minister Antonis 
Samaras, which pledged to implement the 
austerity measures, is faced by ongoing mass 
discontent and protest.

To the pressure from the left, fuelled by 
the acute suffering that the austerity program 
has brought to the Greek people, is now added 
that of a very dangerous fascist movement 
called “Golden Dawn” (Chrysi Avgi). Recent 
surveys have shown Golden Dawn’s support 
surging and overtaking that of PASOK, the 
social democratic party that had ruled Greece 
for decades, alternating with the right-wing 
New Democracy party.

Fascism has been part of the Greek body 
politic since at least the period between the two 
World Wars. After the First World War, liberal 
Prime Minister Eleftherious Venezelos had 
attempted to take advantage of the disintegra-
tion of the Ottoman Empire to seize Western 
Anatolia and the Black Sea coast for a greater 
Greece. Venezelos was defeated in the elections 
of 1920 and a right-wing successor government 
was defeated militarily by the Turks.

Executions of rightist Greek military and 
political leaders followed, embittering political 
relations for years. Also, there was restive-
ness among Slavonic speaking inhabitants of 
the hinterland of the city of Thessaloniki, the 
Mediterranean port which Greece had taken over 
from Turkey. The newly formed Communist 
Party of Greece, the KKE, was increasingly 
active, including in support of the rights of the 
Slavonic minority.

The confl icts between bourgeois liberals 
and monarchists, and the fear of national and 
international communist advances, led to a coup 
d’état in 1936, by General Ioannis Metaxas 
(1871-1941), who, appointed by King George 
II to stop communist advances, eventually set 
up a military dictatorship with many fascist 
characteristics. Temporarily, squabbling between 
civilian politicians was set aside and the KKE 
was suppressed as Metaxas ruled through the 
military and police establishment.

But in 1940, Italian dictator Benito 
Mussolini invaded fi rst Albania and then Greece. 
When the Greek military gave the Italians a 
drubbing, Nazi Germany invaded Greece in 
support of the Italians (in April 1941, after 
Metaxas had died from a throat infection) and 
set up a brutal, militarised occupation.

Most of the liberal politicians went into 
exile, while many on the right incorporated 
themselves in one way or another into the col-
laborationist regime of the German-supported 
Prime Minister, Ioannis Rallis. But Communists 
and allies organised resistance in many areas 
of the country, and carried out effective armed 
strikes against the collaborationist government 
with its special “Security Battalions”, and the 
German and Italian occupiers.

As the war moved toward its end, the 
British government of Winston Churchill 
shifted priorities toward stopping “communist 
expansionism” in Eastern Europe. Although 
the idea originally was to create a coalition 
government including the communists, the 
latter soon found themselves attacked by the 
combined forces of the restored monarchy and 

the British, later supplemented by the United 
States. Members of the pro-Nazi Security 
Battalions ended up fi ghting on the side of the 
monarchy. The Greek communists received 
some support from Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, 
but eventually were ground down.

The result was that in the post-war period, 
the KKE was suppressed and the right-wing 
elements which had collaborated with the Nazis 
were not punished, except for a few individu-
als. Right-wing extremism, rooted in the Greek 
ruling class and heavily represented in the mili-
tary and police leadership, remained strong. In 
July 1965, a dispute between the liberal Prime 
Minister, George Papandreou the elder, and 
the King, Constantine II, was used as a pretext 
for a military coup d’état by offi cers who were 
basically fascists.

These were also backed up by the US 
Central Intelligence Agency and by the “stay 
behind” structures of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO), shadowy elements which 
had been set up by NATO and local reactionar-
ies in several European countries to engage in 
sabotage in case communist regimes came to 
power, in some cases using old fascist networks.

The brutal “Regime of the Colonels”, 
headed by Colonel George Papadopoulos, who 
had collaborated with the Germans in World War 
II and persecuted the KKE afterwards, repressed 
not only the left but all democratic tendencies, 
including labour and student organisations. The 
armed attempt by some of its supporters to annex 
Cyprus to Greece was the pretext for a Turkish 
invasion of that country, creating a problem that 
still has not been resolved.

Organising by the left fi nally led to a student 
uprising which forced the Colonels’ govern-
ment out in 1974. Under the new democratic 
dispensation, the KKE was legalised. A new 
social democratic party, PASOK (Pan-Hellenic 
Socialist Movement), headed by old George 
Papandreou’s son Andreas, attracted the sup-
port of other sectors of the left and centre. Two 
governments headed by Andreas Papandreou 
(1981-1989 and 1993-1996) brought about 
many democratic reforms in Greece, but were 
troubled by corruption scandals.

But the class roots of Greek fascism in the 
indigenous ruling class, military and security 
establishment had not disappeared; nor had the 
basic economic problems been solved.

The incorporation of Greece in the European 
Union in 1981 and in the Euro currency zone in 
2001 were the prelude to the present situation, in 
which Greece is faced with a choice of staying 
in Europe at the price of having to implement 
brutal austerity, or leaving and facing severe 
economic damage also.

Greece has one of the highest military 
budgets in Europe per capita (military spend-
ing aimed largely against Greece’s NATO ally, 
Turkey) and the Greek ruling class still gets 
huge tax breaks (ship owners, one of the most 
powerful sectors, by law do not pay income 
taxes). So the wealthy and powerful have a lot to 
protect. On such occasions, scapegoats have to 
be found, and the fascist card is advanced. The 
main scapegoats right now are the immigrants. 
As in other European countries, the worldwide 
instability created by corporate globalisation 
has brought in immigrants from various non-
European countries, including Western and 
Southern Asia.

These, now, are the targets of the attacks 
by Golden Dawn, which does not confi ne 
itself to racist, anti-immigrant rhetoric, but 
also organised armed groups of thugs to invade 
immigrant neighbourhoods and physically 
assault the residents. Attacks are escalating; on 
August 13 an Iraqi youth was stabbed to death 

and there have been many other incidents. A 
major source of worry is the degree to which 
the police sympathize with Golden Dawn, and 
either collaborate with its depredations or at any 
rate refuse to intervene to stop them.

The two elections on May 6 and June 17 
left PASOK battered and bleeding, punished 
by the voters because of its acquiescence to 
the austerity measures. PASOK lost 119 seats 
in the May election, and eight more in the June 
one, leaving it with only 33 seats in Parliament 
where it had started the year with a majority, 
160 seats. But the KKE, traditionally rooted 
in the working class and in its PAME labour 
federation, also lost nearly half of its strength in 
parliament, gaining fi ve seats in May but losing 
14 in June, to end up with 12 seats as compared 
to the 21 they held before May.

The difference was made up by the radical 
left party SYRIZA (Coalition of the Radical 
Left), which came close, but not quite close 
enough, to being able to form a government, 
winning 19 new seats in the June election for a 
total of 71. This made SYRIZA the second force 
in Parliament after Prime Minister Samaras’ 
New Democracy with its 129 seats (including 
the 50 which the Greek electoral system awards 
to the party with a plurality in Parliament). In the 
end, the government was formed as a coalition 
of the New Democratic Party, the remains of 

PASOK, and another social democratic party, 
the Democratic Left.

But besides the meteoric rise of SYRIZA, 
the May and June elections saw a spectacular 
rise of support for Golden Dawn which now 
has 18 seats in Parliament, having won 6.92 
percent of the popular vote.

SYRIZA is the result of the amalgamation 
of several other left and left-centre parties. The 
central group comes from Sinaspismos, which 
was founded in 1991. To this have been added 
Trotskyite, Maoist, social democratic and green 
tendencies, plus defectors from the KKE and 
PASOK. Because of the heterogeneity of its 
origins, SYRIZA does not have the centralist 
governing system of left parties in Europe that 
come out of the traditions of Third International 
communism. It is, inevitably, a work in progress, 
with potential for internal confl ict. However, it 
is currently the largest left party in the Greek 
parliament, and has captured the imagination 
of important sectors of the masses.

The reaction of the Greek coalition gov-
ernment to the Golden Dawn phenomenon has 
been insipid at best. At worst, Prime Minister 
Samaras has made concessions to the anti-
immigrant mood by initiating a crackdown on 
the undocumented. So the fi ght against Golden 
Dawn falls to the left outside the ruling coalition, 
namely SYRIZA and the KKE.

The news from Greece

On such occasions, scapegoats have 
to be found, and the fascist card is advanced. 
The main scapegoats right now are the immigrant
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Both have been involved in grassroots 
organising and mobilisations against Golden 
Dawn, but currently they are unable to work 
together closely, because of political differ-
ences. Nevertheless, both have denounced 
Golden Dawn’s anti-immigrant hooliganism 
and Samaras’ crackdown on undocumented 
immigrants.

The failure of Samaras’ government to act 
against Golden Dawn and especially to defend 
immigrants plays into the hands of the fascist 
ultra-right which is a direct descendent of the 
fascist regime of the Colonels in the 1960s 
and 1970s.

Similar scenarios are playing out in other 
European countries, with Hungary perhaps 
being the most extreme example. In each case, 
the promise that European integration under 
capitalism would “lift all boats” is turning out 
to be illusory, and austerity measures undertaken 
under pressure from international monopoly 
capital and the conservative European political 
establishment are causing great suffering among 
the working class and other mass sectors. In 
each case, the left has not been strong enough 
numerically to be able to put itself at the head 
of all protests, and so demagogic ultra-right 
populists like Golden Dawn in Greece are mak-
ing their bid for leadership.
Political Affairs 

Magazine

nts. 

Aida Calviac Mora

In the midst of disinformation campaigns on the crisis in Syria – 
largely based on nameless witnesses giving indeterminate fi gures 
– Ammar Bagdach, General Secretary of the Syrian Communist 
Party, shared with Cuba’s Granma newspaper a reality far removed 
from many of the biased media versions.

Granma: What have been the Syrian CP’s principal tasks since the 
crisis erupted?

Ammar Bagdach: In the fi rst place, the struggle to preserve Syria’s 
national independence, sovereignty and anti-imperialist patriotic line, and 
for the interests and demands of the most disfavoured popular masses.

There is another very important task, above all given the situation 
imposed on us, the defence of national production. We always implement 
the great slogan held high by the historic leader of the Party, Khaled 
Bagdach: defence of the homeland and defence of the bread of the people.

Our Party is undertaking a very important mobilising role with the 
people in order to expose the nature of the conspiracy mounted against 
us. The initial mass mobilisations which took place last year outside 
the embassies of the major powers were organised by and had the 
key participation of our Party. Outside the diplomatic headquarters of 
France, the people made it clear that they have not forgotten the crimes 
committed against our country by French colonialism. We held up a 
placard with General de Gaulle’s phrase, “It is illusory to believe that 
Syria can be broken.”

G: What has been the impact on the country of the measures adopted 
by the government in the wake of the crisis?

AB: Many measures have been adopted to guarantee the extension 
of democratic liberties, the most important being the one which repealed 
martial law. Moreover, the [political] parties’ law was proclaimed and 
very advanced press legislation. Our Party has fought for many years 
for the restoration of Syrian nationality to those Kurds deprived of it as 
the result of the exceptional census undertaken by the reactionary gov-
ernment in 1962. There are close to one million Kurds in Syria and the 
majority of them have their nationality, but it was restored to 136,000 
Kurds who didn’t have it. A new Constitution was declared and some 
analysts consider that the most signifi cant aspect of it is the modifi ca-
tion of Article 8, which established that the head of state had to belong 
to the Ba’ath Party.

The majority of the democratic measures adopted and reforms 
undertaken were included in the Syrian CP program, which strongly 
called for their adoption. 

G: The Human Rights Council passed a resolution containing a cen-
sure motion against Damascus for the Houla tragedy and has extended 
by six months the mandate of the Investigative Commission in Syria. 
What is your assessment of this and the role of Russia, China and the 
UN in this confl ict?

AB: In relation to the Houla massacre, the information in the hands 
of the Communist Party in the region is that it was not perpetrated by 
government forces, but by insurgents, and they did it three days before 
the issue was discussed in the Security Council in order to put pressure 
on the organisation.

The role of Russia and China has been positive in relation to the 
Syrian crisis; they are defending their geostrategic interests, taking into 
account the tremendous pressure the United States is exerting on them, 
and for that reason, the interests of these two countries converge with 
the interests of the Syrian people in defence of their homeland and 
national sovereignty.

In relation to the UN role, given the positions adopted by the Secretary 
General, it is clear that he is responding in a disciplined manner to the 
instructions of the United States. In terms of the activity of its special 
representatives Kofi  Annan and now Lakdar Brahimi, as a political party 
we are against this initiative because its essence has been to strip the 
Syrian government of the instruments its has to assume the defence of 
the country’s sovereignty.

G: Looking ahead, what does the Communist Party consider the 
outcome of the crisis in Syria should be?

AB: In the fi rst place, a fi rm, severe posture has to be maintained in 
the face of the subversive actions and sabotage of the insurgents. Those 
who are not perpetrating acts of terrorism have to be confronted with 
the same means they use, but from other points of view and approaches. 
Subversion, killings and terrorist operations have to be confronted by 
implementing the law.

The fundamental guarantee of Syria’s fi rmness lies in meeting the 
needs of people. This means that many economic and social laws have 
to be reviewed. Any attempt to reach a solution of compromise between 
patriotic and non-patriotic forces signifi es retracting from patriotic inter-
ests, a regression. We do not support that.

Although it is Ammar Bagdach’s fi rst visit to Cuba, he does not feel 
like an outsider.

AB: All revolutionaries and communists in the world have always 
closely followed news about Cuba and, since I was very young, my 
formation was very much infl uenced by the Cuban Revolution.

Naturally, knowing something and seeing it all with one’s own eyes 
is different, my meetings with the country’s leaders, especially those with 
the Central Committee have been very useful. I had the opportunity to 
visit Cienfuegos, Santa Clara and also to celebrate the 52nd anniversary 
of the CDR’s [Committees for the Defence of the Revolution] with them. 
We have been to places linked to our culture in the country, like the Arab 
Casa in Old Havana. There are many beautiful countries, but what makes 
a country beautiful is its people, and these two characteristics come 
together in Cuba: a very beautiful country and people.
Granma 

It is illusory to 
believe that Syria 
can be broken
Interview with Ammar Bagdach, 
General Secretary of the Syrian Communist Party

Ammar Bagdach, general secretary of the Syrian Communist Party.

Subversion, killings and 
terrorist operations have 

to be confronted by 
implementing the law.
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Tim Martin

In 1966, when I was a senior at 
Fortuna High, military recruiters 
were a fi xture at our school. They 
made regular appearances in 
their dress uniforms with all their 
pleats and fl aps and brass buttons 
and medals. And they would give 
us their best speech. “You’ll be 
heading off to Vietnam,” they told 
us. “You’ll see plenty of action and 
come back heroes with a chest full 
of medals because you fought for 
the most powerful army in the 
world. And you’ll be better for the 
experience.”

Lies, all lies. But I bought it lock, 
stock, and barrel. I yanked the pen out 
of a recruiter’s hand and said, “Yes, 
sir, where do I sign, sir?” because I 
was 17 and not overburdened with 
brains; because I was revved to race, 
poured full of the juice of youth.

I bought into their program, all 
right. I bought into their propaganda, 
too. Years later, Secretary of Defence 
Robert McNamara admitted that the 
Vietnam War was “a big mistake.” 
One that killed 58,000 Americans, 
millions of Vietnamese, and turned 
a big profi t for the military industrial 
complex, defence contractors, and 
Dow Chemical.

The real shame is that we learned 
nothing from Vietnam. We continue 
to engage in wars that are mistakes, 
the military still occupies our schools, 
and kids haven’t stopped buying 
their lies and deception. Today, it’s 
just a little more glitzy. Military 
recruiters roll up to high-schools in 
camoufl aged Hummers decked out 
with fl ashy decals, blasting hip-hop 
music and daring passing boys to 
test their strength on a pull-up bar. 
They offer mugs, T-shirts, posters, 
key chains and, (most tantalisingly) 
praise to those who can do a few pull-
ups. But nowhere among the T-shirts 

and posters is there any indication of 
the true nature of war. The terrible 
death and destruction always go 
unmentioned.

I’m not your typical tree-hugging, 
NPR listening, hippy-loving liberal. 
My father served in World War II and 
lost his leg to a land mine in Italy. My 
stepfather also served and had two 
ships sunk out from under him. One 
of them was the USS Indianapolis. 
He survived the harrowing ordeal of 
fl oating fi ve days in the Pacifi c Ocean 
and watching his shipmates be eaten 
by sharks. He came home a haunted 
man with a drinking problem. I also 
served my country during time of war, 
like many other Humboldt County 
men and women.

What high school kids fail to 

understand is war is not pull-ups in 
front of your buddies. It’s not crisp 
dress uniforms with brass buttons 
and medals. War is ugly. There is 
no glory. It’s kill or be killed. But 
recruiters deliberately manipulate 
the truth to fi ll their quota. Why is 
such blatant propaganda permitted 
in our public schools? Is this the best 
we have to offer our children? There 
should be more effort to bring college 
and trade school representatives to 
speak to them. The military should 
not be allowed to intrude upon school 
grounds in search of impressionable 
youth to refi ll its ranks through means 
of sensational advertising, promotion 
and deception.

Here’s another sad fact: the 
military tends to target students from 

more disadvantaged schools and less 
affl uent neighbourhoods. The issue of 
the recruiting only becomes a prob-
lem when it comes to schools that 
wealthier kids attend. Why? Because 
poor children are more expendable 
than those of prosperous Americans. 
Politicians and the wealthy always 
fi nd loopholes to keep their kids 
out of harm’s way. Just ask the man 
who currently hopes to become our 
president.

Among the most pressing of cur-
rent affairs being discussed at public 
schools is the issue of military recruit-
ers being allowed access to students’ 
contact information. Per ex-President 
Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act of 
2001, public schools are required 
to provide the same information to 

military recruiters as to representa-
tives of colleges and scholarship 
foundations. Under the current law, 
parents must tell school offi cials if 
they don’t want their child contacted 
by the military, at school or home. 
Otherwise, schools are required to 
turn over students’ names, addresses 
and phone numbers to the military.

Since we presently can’t keep 
these merchants of death out of our 
schools, I’m doing the next best thing. 
I’ve taught my kids not to be swayed 
by recruiters and their smoke and mir-
rors focus on uniforms, camaraderie, 
patriotism, medals, and heroism. Call 
me crazy, but I don’t want some large 
corporation or arms dealer using my 
children to fi ght their wars.
Information Clearing House 

Get the military 
out of our public schools

The military should not be allowed to intrude upon school grounds in search of impressionable youth to refi ll its ranks through means of sensational advertising, 
promotion and deception.

Rousseff pushes for 
tougher logging law
Brazil President Dilma Rousseff 
last week vetoed part of a new for-
est law in a bid to make it tougher 
on big agricultural interests. Her 
goal was to recover elements of the 
new law that had been removed by 
parliament and “maintain the bal-
ance between social and environ-
mental” needs, said Environment 
Minister Izabella Teixeira.

It is meant to be a fresh start on 
policing deforestation in the giant 
country and to provide incentives 
for landowners to comply. A forest 
law was fi rst passed in 1965, but 
has been hobbled by lax or nonex-
istent enforcement.

It required landowners to keep 
a portion of their land forested, 80 
percent for states in the Amazon 
and 20 percent elsewhere – percent-
ages that have not changed in the 
new law.

But there were no incentives to 
comply and little effort to enforce 

the law, leading many farmers to 
break it. The new law seeks to wipe 
the slate clean by giving those who 
illegally cleared land a way out of 
prosecution. They must sign and 
act on an agreement to bring their 
property back to compliance.

Medium-size properties will 
also have to keep wooded areas 20 
metres deep along rivers and the 
owners of the largest properties will 
have to preserve a 30-metre buffer 
of trees.

“We do not believe the govern-
ment should cut back environmen-
tal protection requirements for large 
and medium landowners,” said Ms 
Teixeira. “There is a balance, and 
we found that balance.”

The decree also instituted a 
Rural Environmental Registry, an 
electronic database to help enforce 
environmental laws.
Morning Star 
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Spain to ban 
photos and videos of cops
Spain’s government is drafting a 
law that bans the photographing 
and fi lming of members of the 
police. The Interior Ministry 
assures they are not cracking 
down on freedom of expression, 
but protecting the lives of law 
enforcement offi cers.

The draft legislation follows 
waves of protests throughout the 
country against uncompromising 
austerity cuts to public healthcare 
and education.

The new Citizen Safety Law 
will prohibit “the capture, repro-
duction and editing of images, 
sounds or information of members 
of the security or armed forces in 
the line of duty,” said the direc-
tor general of the police, Ignacio 
Cosido. He added that this new bill 
seeks to “fi nd a balance between 
the protection of citizens’ rights 
and those of security forces.”

The dissemination of images 
and videos over social networks 
like Facebook will also be punish-
able under the legislation.

Despite the fact that the new 
law will cover all images that could 
pose a risk to the physical safety 

offi cers or impede them from 
executing their duty, the Interior 
Ministry maintains it will not 
encroach on freedom of expression.

“We are trying to avoid images 
of police being uploaded onto 
social networks with threats to 
them and their families,” under-
lined Cosido.

Violation of freedom 
of expression?

Spain’s United Police 
Syndicate said it considers the 
implementation of the new legisla-
tion “very complicated” because it 
does not establish any guidelines 
over what kinds of images violate 
the rights of a police offi cer. The 
syndicate warned that the ministry 
will run into “legal problems” if it 
does not specify the ins and outs of 
the law.

The anti-austerity protests that 
have swept Spain over the past year 
have been punctuated by reports 
and footage of police brutality. The 
footage showed that large numbers 
of Spanish offi cers did not wear 
their identifi cation badges during 

the protests, although the law 
requires it.

Spanish journalists now worry 
that the government’s proposed 
measure could have a negative 
impact on news gathering.

“If this proposal goes ahead, 
it is going to be impossible to 
know about events as they occur 
on the streets just at a time when 
streets are at boiling point due 
to the dire economic situation of 
many families,” Angel Casana, a 
lead writer for the national news-
paper El Mundo, said in an online 
editorial. 

The Spanish government made 
sweeping cuts to the public sector, 
provoking the ire of a Spanish pub-
lic already disillusioned at rising 
unemployment that tops 50 percent 
among adolescents. Madrid has not 
yet called on the European Central 
bank for a bailout. But rising eco-
nomic woes and an unchecked 
public defi cit may force it to do 
so in the near future as Spain’s 
beleaguered economy is in danger 
of following in the footsteps of 
Greece.
Russia Today 
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Emile Schepers

A traumatic event in the life of a friend of 
mine occurred in October 1961, when she 
was visiting Paris. At that time, the Algerian 
War of Independence was going full blast, 
with some violence spilling over into France 
itself. On October 17, supporters of the 
FLN, the Algerian independence movement, 
organised a peaceful protest in downtown 
Paris. But the Paris police chief, Maurice 
Papon, had forbidden the demonstration, 
and set his police on the demonstrators like 
a pack of wild dogs. 

My friend witnessed some of the repression. 
Nobody knows how many were killed because 
from that day to this, the French government 
has not published the data. It may have been 
as many as 300. Some were herded into the 
courtyard of police headquarters and clubbed to 
death there; others were knocked unconscious 
and thrown into the Seine to drown.

On the 51st anniversary of the “Paris 
Massacre,” French President Francoise Hollande 
issued a short statement acknowledging this 
atrocity:

“On 17 October 1961, Algerians who were 
protesting for independence were killed in a 
bloody repression. The Republic recognises 
these facts with lucidity. I pay homage to victims 
51 years later.”

The French right and ultra-right were 
quick to denounce this muted and long over-
due action. This reaction came, as one might 
expect, from the far right, anti-Semitic and 
anti-immigrant National Front leader Marine 
LePen (who implied that the 1961 massacre 
never happened), but also from former French 
Prime Minister Francois Fillon, of ex-president 
Nicolas Sarkozy’s UMP Party. Fillon said he 
was “shocked” by Hollande’s statement, which 
he said was inappropriate from the mouth of 

the head of state, and asked why atrocities 
perpetrated by Algerian nationalists were not 
also denounced.

In Le Pen’s case, the reaction was logical. 
Her father, National Front founder Jean Marie 
LePen, was involved with the events that led 
to the 1961 massacre. He has been accused of 
atrocities in the Algerian independence war, 
and in 1961 was already a young right-wing 
member of parliament who was agitating for 
repression. But that the “respectable right,” as 
exemplifi ed by Fillon, should also to be aggres-
sively denialist might surprise some.

The Paris Police Chief in 1961, Maurice 
Papon (1910 - 2007), had been a major collabo-
rator with the Vichy regime that had taken power 
in France after its defeat by Hitler’s Germany 
at the beginning of the Second World War. It 
was later revealed that he had been heavily 
implicated in the rounding up and deportation, 
to their deaths, of at least 1,600 members of 
France’s Jewish population. This information 
must have been known to post-war French 
government leaders, including de Gaulle, but 
it did not stop Papon from being named, in 
1949, to the position of Chief of Police of the 
Constantine District in Algeria, then a French 
colony, where he gained a reputation as a brutal 
thug and torturer. In spite of this reputation he 
was appointed prefect of the Paris Police in 
1958. One theory is that his anti-communism 
served him well in covering up his collabora-
tionist past.

The 1961 events were not Papon’s last 
excursion into atrocity-land. In 1962, he did 
a repeat performance, this time massacring 
nine trade union demonstrators, most of them 
members of the French Communist Party, at the 
Charonne Metro Station, evidently to suppress a 
demonstration against the fascist “Secret Army 
Organisation.” But Papon lost his job in 1965 
after he was implicated in the disappearance 

of the Moroccan revolutionary leader Mehdi 
Ben-Barka.

Nevertheless, subsequent right-wing French 
governments continued to employ Papon.

Finally, he was denounced, tried, convicted 
in 1998 and sentenced to prison for his wartime 
activities against the Jews. He was released for 
health reasons and died in 2002.

President Hollande took advantage of a 
coming visit to Algeria to issue his statement 
recognising the 1961 massacre. The Algerian 
government, in turn, expressed its apprecia-
tion, but some in France called for acts beyond 
the mere recognition of the crime. French 
Communist Party Secretary Pierre Laurent said, 
“This is a victory for all the anti-colonialist 
fi ghters and a blow against all who today seek 
to rehabilitate the supposed benefi ts of colonial-
ism.” But Laurent demanded the opening of all 
government archives about the 1961 incident.

The bad reaction by the UMP’s Fillon and 

others is based in the fact that the line between 
the right, as represented by his party and by 
ex-President Sarkozy, and the ultra-right, as 
represented by the LePens, father and daughter, 
is not as clear as some suppose. Papon was 
shielded, fostered and promoted by “respect-
able” French government leaders, including the 
much revered Charles de Gaulle, without whose 
help and support he would never had been able 
to get into a position to do anyone more harm; 
indeed, he might have ended up facing the death 
penalty like other Vichy-era collaborators such 
as ex-Prime Minister Pierre Laval.

There is a lesson for us in the United States 
in this also: There is not such a huge difference 
between “respectable conservative” politicians 
such as Mitt Romney, and our own equivalents 
of Maurice Papon and the LePens. The one hand 
washes the other.
People’s World 

International

SNP delegates 
end opposition 
to NATO
Rory MacKinnon 

The Scottish National Party has 
pledged to kick nukes out of an 
independent Scotland but stay in 
the world’s nuclear club. It went 
down to card-counts at the party’s 
Perth conference as delegates 
decided by just 94 votes to scrap 
its long-standing opposition to 
joining NATO.

The debate hinged on Nato’s 
policy of “nuclear sharing,” where 
the US stations nukes in other 
NATO countries. That is in stark 
opposition to the SNP’s commit-
ment to unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment, including kicking Britain’s 
Trident missiles out of the Clyde.

But NATO operations in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere have 
also underpinned the party line. 
While Scotland remains part of 
Britain, such issues are out of the 
SNP’s hands and the push for inde-
pendence has brought the NATO 
debate to a head.

Defence Minister Angus 
Robertson, who backed the change, 
said the public had to know what to 
expect in an independent Scotland 
under the SNP. “This is about 
much more than carrying a confer-
ence hall – this is about carrying a 
country.”

Justice Secretary Kenny 
MacAskill told delegates he was 
“no US lapdog,” citing his decision 
to release Abdelbaset al-Megrahi, 
who the US claims was behind the 
Lockerbie bombing. He said that 
no-one in the SNP wanted Trident 
or the “obscenity” of nuclear weap-
ons – and the SNP would scrap 
Trident regardless.

“But I want it to be part of 
the constitution of an independent 
Scotland. To do that we’ve got to 
win in 2014.”

Mr MacAskill said he had criti-
cised NATO in the past “but NATO 
has changed. There is no more war. 
The Baltic states, the Czech repub-
lic – these people are now on our 
side.”

Many people in Scotland could 
not say what it was they feared 
tomorrow, he said, “but whether 
their fears are rational or irrational 
we need to allay their fears.” SNP 
trade unionist Bill Ramsay couldn’t 
believe his ears. 

“You don’t deal with irrational-
ity by pandering to it, you educate. 

“Joining NATO is as stra-
tegically cunning as joining the 
British Labour party to try to 
convince them to go for Scottish 
independence.”
Morning Star 

French president recognises 
1961 massacre of Algerians

The bridge Pont Saint Michel over the river Seine in central Paris: “They drown Algerians here”.

Okinawa slams US rape case, 
calls for treaty review
US military personnel will be sub-
ject to curfew after the alleged rape 
of a local by soldiers on Okinawa. 
US troops will also have to take 
“core values training”. The island’s 
government is also pressing for an 
overhaul of the Japan-US Status of 
Forces Treaty.

Okinawa Governor Hirokazu 
Nakaima said that the incident will 
force Japan to rethink its security 
arrangement with the US as the list 
of abuses by servicemen continues 
to grow.

“Although I have asked repeat-
edly for a reduction in crimes 
and accidents perpetrated by US 
military personnel, it has happened 
again,” Nakaima told reporters.

“Problems will always arise 
as long as the US-Japan Status of 
Forces Agreement (SOFA) remains 
unchanged,” he said.

SOFA grants most American 
military staff an exemption from 
visa regulations and has led to 
incidents where US soldiers have 
escaped Japanese jurisdiction. 
Two US soldiers were arrested for 
the alleged rape of a 27-year-old 
Japanese woman and taken into US 
custody.

The US said it would consider 
handing offending soldiers over to 
the Japanese following the rape of a 
12-year-old girl in 1995 by service-
men, but Japanese authorities have 
voiced complaints that they are often 
not allowed to interrogate suspects.

The Prefectural Assembly on 
Japan’s southern island of Okinawa 
has condemned the US military 
over the latest incident that sparked 
an outcry on the island that already 
harbours strong anti-US sentiment.

Spokesperson for local govern-
ment Susumu Matayoshi said 
that the case “had shocked all 
Okinawans and is unforgivable.”

In addition, Japan’s Foreign 
Minister Koichiro Gemba also 
stepped into the fray, lodging an 
offi cial complaint with the US 
Embassy and calling on the US to 
enforce discipline and ensure no 
such incidents occur in the future.

In response, Pentagon spokes-
person George Little said that 
the US deeply regrets “any grief 
and trauma the victim may have 
endured.”

The military’s liberty policy 
is also under review. “We are also 
examining and will soon announce 
a package of measures to ensure 
responsible behaviour and to dem-
onstrate our commitment to main-
taining positive relationships with 
the local communities that host our 
forces,” Little said. He neglected to 
mention what these measures would 
entail.

Members of a civic group gath-
ered outside the Japanese Prime 
Minister’s offi cial residence in 
Tokyo to protest against the US 
presence in Okinawa. They carried 
banners, reading “No rape, no base” 

and condemned US abuses in the 
region.

Deep-seated 
resentment

This latest case of US military 
abuses has fuelled already-prevalent 
resentment for the American pres-
ence on the island. Okinawa hosts 
more than half of the 50,000 US 
troops stationed in Japan, taking up 
around 75 percent of the land on 
the island.

The residents of the island have 
long complained over the US troop 
presence, linking it to elevated 
crime levels, pollution and noise. 
In addition, the Japanese Defence 
Ministry estimates that 50 percent 
of crimes and accidents that take 
place on the island can be attributed 
in some way to the US military sta-
tioned there.

Okinawa made world head-
lines in 1995 following the rape 
of a 12-year-old Okinawan girl by 
three US servicemen. The incident 
sparked the ire of islanders and 
mainlanders alike who took to the 
streets in mass protests calling 
for US forces to be ejected from 
Okinawa.

Japanese local media claim, 
citing sources, that there have been 
127 cases of women raped by US 
troops since 1972. Nine of them 
occurred in the last 10 years.
Russia Today 
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Winners 
and losers
Charley Brown, in the comic strip Peanuts, 
was once admonishing his baseball team that 
they had to win because “no one remembers 
the runners up”, at which point Linus (ever 
a thorn in his side) pipes up, saying “I do 
Charley Brown”. He then goes on to list, 
going backwards from that year, all the 
teams that fi lled the minor placings in the 
League. Poor Charley Brown, who can never 
catch a break, just stares at Linus, muttering 
“Good Grief” under his breath.

It’s one of the great contradictions of 
modern life: When I was a kid, we were 
admonished all the time that what was important 
was not winning but competing to the best of 
your ability. But however much we believed it, 
life regularly proved it to be untrue. It was the 
person who won the race who got the ribbon, 
the person who won the boxing match who was 
given the purse, the football team that won that 
received the trophy, etc etc.

Above all, it was the winners who had 
their names inscribed in gilt lettering on the 
School Honour Board, who got their picture in 
the paper, who were given expensive presents 
by grateful authorities. When the artifi cial 
distinction between amateur and professional 
sport was fi nally swept away, sponsors in 
capitalist countries became free to plaster their 
brand names all over selected sporting fi gures, 
and to use these winners to promote their 
products or services on television in particular.

Socialist countries gave their sports 
stars awards and honours as well as public 
recognition. But they did not (indeed could not) 
compete with the level of remuneration on offer 
from the advertising industry for prominent 

sporting fi gures. There were very rich pickings 
indeed to be made from celebrity endorsements, 
if you won. Charley Brown had it wrong: it 
wasn’t that no one remembered the runners up, it 
was that no one was prepared to pay big money 
to them. That went to the winners.

The difference between fi rst and second 
might be measured in hundredths of a second 
these days, but the difference in earnings from 
endorsements can be huge. With so much 
literally riding on whether an athlete comes fi rst 
or second, is it any wonder that so many resort 
to “performance enhancing drugs”? Add to that 
the prevailing (and all-pervading) cynicism 
of capitalism which confi dently asserts that 
“everybody does it!”, and it becomes a wonder 
that in fact there are some who don’t.

Then, on top of all that, add in capitalism’s 
dominant ethic that wealth excuses everything, 
and you have a moral universe in which 
seemingly only a fool would refuse to accept 
chemical help or take other unethical measures 
to artifi cially enhance his or her chances of 
winning.

At this point I had better say that I am 
not suggesting for a moment that cheating is 
restricted solely to sports practitioners from 
capitalist countries. That would be an absurd 
claim: some coaches in the GDR dispensed 
performance-enhancing drugs like they were 
lollies, no doubt telling themselves that teams 
from other countries were doing it, so why 
shouldn’t they? There was the notorious case 
of the champion Soviet fencer who rigged his 
foil so that it showed a hit when he had not 
even touched his opponent. He was doing it 
for fame, prestige and glory. Eventually caught 
out when he became overconfi dent, he was sent 
home in disgrace and stripped of all his victories 
and awards.

If some cannot resist the temptation to cheat 
when the only reward is honour and glory, what 
must be the temptation when riches are added 
as an inducement?

One of the saddest sights on television 
recently was the pitiful face of Phil Liggett, 
doyen of cycling commentators, as he tried to 
hide his dismay at the revelations about Lance 
Armstrong, seven times winner of the Tour de 
France and now confi rmed drug cheat.

What must have rankled with Phil Liggett 
would have been the memory of the number 
of times he had ecstatically reported on 
Armstrong’s victories. He still found it hard 
to believe that his idol had feet of clay. At the 
same time, he would surely have been dismayed 
to discover the extent of the problem, the way 
the culture of cheating extended into the top 
echelons of his beloved sport of cycling. Not 

only was it known to the top offi cials of the 
sport, it was actually encouraged and connived 
at, and most importantly, covered up.

Now, sports offi cials are having to consider 
what comes next? They can blame it all on “a 
few bad apples” and carry on as before, but top 
performers will be forever suspect. Or they can 
accept “the reality of drug use” and allow sports 
persons to use any and all chemical aids they 
wish. This has been proposed over the years by 
people who think sport is just about winning and 
who don’t care about any wider ramifi cations.

The third alternative is one which capitalism 
in particular would have trouble adopting: stop 

sport being used as a commodity and an adjunct 
of the advertising industry. When athletes have 
a guaranteed job and are paid a wage like other 
people, there will – as we have seen – still be 
instances where athletes will cheat in desperate 
attempts to secure honour and prestige. But if 
big money is removed from the equation, there 
will be a lot less motivation and consequently 
fewer instances of unsportsmanlike behaviour.

But for that to happen, the advertising 
industry would have to be brought under 
social control, along with the rest of big 
business. Another compelling reason to support 
socialism! 
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No justice for Mulrunji

Lest we forget that on November 
19, 2004 Aboriginal man Mulrunji 
Doomadgee was found dead in 
his cell in the Palm Island lockup 
after being arrested and bashed 
by police offi cer Sergeant Chris 
Hurley. While all the evidence, 
including the coroner’s fi ndings 
and an autopsy that revealed 
broken ribs and a ruptured liver 
and spleen, pointed to Mulrunji 
having been murdered, no one was 
brought to book.

The death sparked angry protests 
by the Palm Island community. The 
Queensland government subsequently 
paid Mulrunji’s family $192,000 in 
damages. Hurley, on the other hand, 
obtained a $102,955 ex-gratia pay-
ment for his belongings destroyed 
in the protests, despite him having a 
successful claim for insurance which 
valued the belongings at $34,000.

Now the Newman government 
is going to pay the Police Union 
$660,000 for the lawyers it hired to 
defend Hurley.

The affair refl ects the disgrace-
ful history and ongoing attacks on 
Indigenous Australians. Witness the 
NT Intervention, a big land grab as 
part of the wider dispossession of the 
original owners of this land.

T Southern
Brisbane

Symbol of hope
I was deeply distressed to read 
of the attack on the brave young 
Pakistani girl, Malala. Like many 
other people around the world I 
wish to express my heartfelt best 
wishes, sympathy and support to 
Malala and very much hope she 
recovers.

Her death would be a dreadful 
blow to the just cause of the empower-
ment of girls and to all decent human-
ity. She is a courageous defender of 
girls’ education and deserves the 
utmost solidarity of all those who 
value human rights and education 
for girls.

Malala is a wonderful symbol of 
hope to girls and young women eve-
rywhere. Her voice and her struggle 
must not be crushed. We must stand 
together in unity with her.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Disgraceful food fight
Because I’m too thick to master 
the computer, I did a deal with my 
friend that I would sit through The 

X-Factor (when I wanted to watch 
7.30), if she emailed this letter to 
The Guardian.

The ads on Channel 7 are as big a 
pain in the butt as The X-Factor itself. 
But there is one in particular that is 
absolutely disgraceful. It’s an ad for 
a refrigerator that shows mature aged 
people throwing food at each other.

One part shows a woman pouring 
what appears to be tomato soup down 
the front of a man’s trousers. We know 
that there are millions people starving 
around the world, indeed there are 
people starving in Sydney.

But we are treated to this spec-
tacle in the name of advertising and 
presumably freedom of the media.

I have also seen this ad in chil-
dren’s viewing time. What a shameful 
example to set to young people.

But thank Marx it’s nearly 
Wednesday and I can watch The 
Chasers.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Lance Armstrong.

DO YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING TO SAY?

Write a letter 

to the Editor

If some cannot resist the temptation to 
cheat when the only reward is honour and 
glory, what must be the temptation when 

riches are added as an inducement? 
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Sunday October 28 –
Saturday November 3

This week’s episode of David 
Attenborough: Kingdom Of 

Plants (ABC1 Sundays at 7.30pm) 
illustrates just what a formidable task 
the makers of this series took on. 
Apart from the technical wizardry of 
extreme close-ups and stop-motion 
photography to let us see plants “in 
action”, there is also the problem of 
showing relationships between plants 
and insects and between plants and 
animals, when the insects even see 
in a different spectrum to us.

Without leaving the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew, this series 
succeeds, too, in showing us that some 
plants can also be savage and deadly 
ambush hunters. You will never look 
at your garden the same way again.

The “sensational Melbourne 
Novel”, The Mystery Of A 

Hansom Cab, was a publishing phe-
nomenon in the 1880s. Written by an 
English migrant, Fergus Hume, it out-
sold Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock 
Holmes novel A Study In Scarlet 
worldwide in 1887. Hume went on 
to write another 130 novels including 
science fi ction and adventure.

A typical  19th century 
“whodunnit”, The Mystery Of A 
Hanson Cab has all the necessary 
ingredients for a successful Victorian 
novel: melodrama, coincidence, a 
family secret, vice, romance in high 
society, and more. It was fi lmed in 
1911 and 1917 and again in 1925. And 
now as a telemovie for the ABC: The 
Mystery Of A Hansom Cab (ABC1 
Sunday October 28 at 8.30pm).

The screenplay by Glen Dolman, 

and the direction by Shawn Seet, 
retain the period feel of the original, 
while striving to move the story along 
without longueurs. A hard task with 
melodramatic material, but although 
the yarn is clearly dated, I thought 
Dolman and Seet adapted it rather 
well. Their vision of 19th century 
Melbourne owes rather a lot to 
Dickens, it seemed to me, but it was 
nevertheless carried off with some 
panache.

The episodes of A Moody 
C h r i s t m a s  ( A B C 1 

Wednesdays at 8.30pm from  
October 31) take place a year apart, 
spread over six Christmases. Although 
the series is presented and cast as 
though it were a comedy, it is not. It 
is in fact that strange beast: an obser-
vational light drama. Its observation 
is suffi ciently acute that much of it is 
actually sad, as the members of the 
Moody family gather each Christmas 
and manage to embarrass, malign or 
actually injure one another (some-
times intentionally, but usually in a 
fog of incomprehension).

Watching it is hardly an enjoyable 
experience – more painful than 
enjoyable – and I would suspect the 
motives of anyone who tuned in to it 
regularly, but we all know people like 
the Moodys. I would just prefer not to 
spend Christmas with them.

Halloween was once never 
celebrated in Australia. 

Now, thanks to the American infl u-
ence on our television programs, and 
the desire of television companies 
to unload their Halloween-themed 
imported programs, this supremely 
American festivity is being foisted 
on our unsuspecting children with 
some force.

The ABC has decided to premiere 
The Adventures Of Figaro Pho 
at Halloween, screening five of 
the Australian-made seven-minute 
animated episodes in the course of the 
day (ABC3 Wednesday October 31 
at 6.45am, 7.31am, 4.08pm, 4.40pm 
and 5.59pm). It is a rather charming 
little series about a bright young 
fellow who is subject to more phobias 
than you can possibly imagine. The 
remainder of the 39 episodes will 

be screened daily at 4.00pm from 
Monday November 5.

The ABC is also taking advan-
tage of Halloween to give a 

preview of the new series Demons, a 
sort of blend of Sanctuary, Torchwood 
and Angel. Christian Cooke plays 
teenager Luke who is not at all 
happy to learn that he is the great-
great grandson and fi nal descendant 
of Abraham Van Helsing, legendary 
hunter of vampires and other half-life 
creatures. He learns this from his dead 
father’s best friend and fellow demon 
hunter, Rupert Galvin (played by 
Philip Glenister – the tough, cynical, 
semi-bent copper in Life On Mars). 
Also on hand to help train Luke is the 
beautiful Mina Harker (Zoe Tapper), 
a blind concert pianist and authority 
on supernatural menaces.

Closer to the two British series 
– Sanctuary and Torchwood – than 
to Angel, Demons sticks to the 
conventions of the alien/demon 
hunter genre, with elaborate-looking 
weapons and demons who disappear 
back into their own dimension when 

slain. This may be an adventure series 
for juveniles, but it is an intelligent 
adventure series for juveniles. Its 
makers have taken the genre’s 
conventions seriously and the result 
is a very watchable program indeed. 
For this Halloween preview, the ABC 
is screening the fi rst two episodes 
back to back (ABC3 Wednesday 
October 31 episode one at 7.30pm 
and episode two at 8.20pm).

Keep an eye out for Redfern 
Now (ABC1 Thursdays 

from November 8 at 8.30pm), the 
fi rst drama series written, directed and 
produced by Indigenous Australians. 
More about that next week.

Wellington Bomber, the 
documentary screening in 

the As It Happened slot this week 
(SBSONE Friday November 2 at 
9.35pm), deals with an incident in 
WW2 when workers at an aircraft 
factory at Broughton in North Wales 
set out to break a world record held 
by the US for building a bomber from 
scratch. As the saying goes, they not 
only broke it, they smashed it!

The US-held record had been 
around 48 hours, but the British 
workers – mostly women – completed 
building their plane (a Wellington 
Bomber) in just under 24 hours, an 
astonishing feat.

For this program, the fi lmmakers 
were able to gather together six 
surviving members of the team that 
built it, together with two chaps who 
fl ew Wellingtons in the War. 

They were also lucky in another 
way: the record attempt had been 
fi lmed for propaganda purposes at 
the time and this fi lm also survives. 

By intercutting the reminiscences 
of the surviving workers, the 
contemporary propaganda film, 
various newsreels and numerous 
photographs, the fi lmmakers have 
made quite a gripping account of the 
event itself, but more importantly 
they have captured a surprisingly 
well-rounded portrait of the attitude 
and mood of the British workers in 
the early years of the War. 

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

Enmore Newsagent
195 Enmore Rd (near Edgeware Rd) 

Enmore, NSW

This Sydney newsagent 
regularly stocks The Guardian

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacifi c.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

October 26
THE NEW NATIONAL SECURITY ENQUIRY – MORE 
SURVEILLANCE & INCREASED POWERS TO ASIO – NEW 
THREATS TO DEMOCRACY
Bernard Keane, Crikey.com; 
Nicola McGarrity, Lecturer, Law UNSW;

November 2
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SPAIN? 
CAN THE INDIGNADOS RESURRECT THE SPANISH LEFT?
Estela Valverde, Macquarie University; 
Noah Bassil, Dr, Macquarie University; 

November 9
IS AUSTRALIA FUNDING INDONESIAN DEATH SQUADS? 
STOP NEWS FROM WEST PAPUA
Peter King, Dr, Convenor, West Papua Project Centre, Peace and Confl ict 
Studies; 
Eben Kirksey, Professor, Mellon Fellow at City of New York University, author 
Freedom in Entangled Worlds, West Papua & the Architecture of Global 
Power;

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

David Attenborough: Kingdom Of Plants (ABC1 Sundays at 7.30pm).

Special Event
6:30pm Wednesday November 7
2012 CITY OF SYDNEY PEACE PRIZE LECTURE
by brave and distinguished human rights campaigner and Co 
Minister for Reconciliation, Healing and Integration, Zimbabwe, 
Senator Sekai Holland
Venue: Sydney Town Hall

Brisbane

Film Night – AWKA LIWEN
6:00 pm Friday November 2
Level 2 TLC Building
16 Peel Street South Brisbane

Presented by Dr Vladimir Pacheco
Awka Liwen a documentary that examines the dispossession of Indigenous lands in Argentina and 
the current land tenure system in that country. The documentary makes some important links between 
the past and the present in relation to how upper class Argentineans benefi t from the acquisition of 
Indigenous lands and how the country built up the myth that Argentina did not have a large Indigenous 
population at the time of independence from Spain.

Entry by donation – Food and drinks for sale

Info: 0404 053 724 – Organised by Australian Solidarity with Latin America (ASLA)
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As several countries try to pay off huge pub-
lic debt due to the fi nancial crisis and apply 
spending cuts – voices of caution say this is 
“a dangerous idea” because this response 
indicates there is one set of rules for rich 
countries and another for poor countries. 
The fi nancial ship has been taken into 
dangerous waters by those at the top and 
they do not suffer from austerity budgets. 

We need to listen to those who have suffered 
from these budgets: children who only get one 
chance at an education; the sick and disabled 
unable to support themselves; and seniors too 
old to work.

This war on the majority of people inten-
sifi es as the call by the global business class 
for austerity “hides processes of the uneven 
distribution of risk and vulnerability”. Belt-
tightening cannot work. Austerity budgets result 
in falling incomes which result in less spending. 
Governments need to borrow to enable more 
public sector spending.

Western governments, always seeing the 
glass half empty, are implementing recession 
policies where they cannot trade out of their 
diffi culties. Jobs and growth cannot be achieved 
through continued austerity. The idea of “aus-
terity” has emerged from a so-called economic 
“orthodoxy” that by focusing on state spending 
sees the solution to the crisis in belt-tightening, 
cuts in social spending and higher taxes. The 
idea of “living within our means” persists as a 
solution. It is a dangerous idea because it does 
not work.

Governments are not like households or 
companies. They have a “free lunch” option: 
they can spend without giving anything up.

More teachers are always needed. Scientifi c 
experiments need funding. Bridges and high-
ways need repairing. Infrastructure for new 
energy sources is required. Demands for aus-
terity and balanced budgets are cruel, unjust, 
and self-defeating. We need to reverse policies 
that have allowed the top one percent to seize 
an overwhelming share of economic growth. 
Calls for cuts to government debts ignore the 
fact that many are due to bank bailouts. 

Supporters of austerity fail to challenge 
corporate welfare and tax subsidies for the idle 
rich, or wars of choice.

Political leaders must overcome the obses-
sion with eliminating defi cits. They must 
use temporary defi cits to restart growth. The 
European Union has misread history and ignored 
the teachings of John Maynard Keynes who 
argued for economy expansion through spend-
ing and tax cuts during recessions rather than 
the opposite.

Lessons from history have been brushed 
aside for ideological reasons. The warnings 
of many experts about too drastic an austerity 
program are well founded.

Budget cuts reduce demand for goods and 
services when they are most needed. By ignor-
ing this, policy makers will deepen, not solve, 
the fi nancial crisis and millions will suffer 
needlessly. The working and middle classes 

have been subjected to a new tyranny in which 
“there can be only one kind of value, market 
value; one kind of success, profi t; one kind of 
existence, commodities; and one kind of social 
relationship, markets. The demand for austerity 
hides processes of the uneven distribution of risk 
and vulnerability.” (Henry Giroux)

Austerity rewards the wealthy and imposes 
poverty, suffering and severe hardship on 
people marginalised by race, disability and 
class. The calls for a harsh politics of aus-
terity in the USA have been hypocritical and 
disingenuous: hypocritical for their support 
for massive tax breaks for the rich; and dis-
ingenuous because the implementation of a 
market-based agenda imposes the burden of 
decreased government services and benefi ts 
on the backs of the poor, young people, the 
unemployed, the working class and middle-
class individuals and families.

Austerity measures apply to the poor, not 
the rich, who benefi t under policies that produce 
government bailouts, support defi cit-producing 
wars, tax breaks for the wealthy and deregulation 
policies that benefi t powerful corporations. Calls 
for shared sacrifi ces in the name of balancing 
budgets do not promote justice, equality and the 
public good. They maximise self-interest, sup-
port a culture of organised irresponsibility, and 
expand the pathologies of inequality, military 
spending and poverty.

Such policies proliferate a culture of cruelty. 
They are harsh and brutalising for young people, 

the unemployed, the elderly, the poor and other 
individuals and groups that bear the burden of 
economic recession.

The institutions of capital, wealth and 
power merge not only to generate vast modes of 
inequality, but also to infl ict immense amounts 
of pain and suffering upon the lives of the 
working people.

The politics of austerity is not about rethink-
ing priorities to benefi t the public good or work 
towards a better world but is a war on the poor 
rather than poverty; on young people rather 
than those economic and political forces that 
undermine their future; and, on those considered 
“other” rather than on the underlying structures 
and ideologies of various forms of state and 
individual racism.

The welfare state is ceding to the harsh 
realities of the punishing state. Social problems 
are increasingly criminalised; social protections 
are either eliminated or weakened; increased 
incarceration of young people where the prison-
industrial complex is particularly lethal for poor 
youth of colour and adults; public schools being 
modelled on prisons; harsh anti-immigration 
laws; and policies that bail out fi nancial institu-
tions. The working class are left in a state of 
poverty, despair and insecurity.

Government support for the poor, unem-
ployed, sick and elderly are derided because they 
either contribute to an increase in the growing 
defi cit or they undermine the market-driven 
notion of individual responsibility.

Those same critics defend government 
support for the ultra-wealthy, the bankers, the 
permanent war economy, or subsidies for cor-
porations as essential to the life of the nation. 
As public services are eliminated, health insur-
ance cut and teachers and public workers laid 
off, corporate profi ts soar and executives give 
themselves bonuses.

As the language of privatisation, deregula-
tion and commodifi cation replaces the discourse 
of the public good, all things public (e.g. public 
schools, libraries and public services) are viewed 
as a drain on the market. In addition, inequality 
in wealth and income expands, spreading like a 
toxin through everyday life, poisoning democ-
racy and relegating more and more individuals 
to a growing army of disposable human beings.

A market-driven society is not synonymous 
with democracy. The privileges of the rich and 
the corporate elite do more to crush democracy 
than uplift society. A society that allows the 
market to constitute the axis and framing mecha-
nisms for all social interactions has not only lost 
its sense of morality and responsibility but ceded 
its claim on any vestige of a democratic future.

It is market fundamentalism and its structure 
of extreme inequality and machinery of cruelty 
that proves to be a death sentence on democracy. 

Greece today is at the epicentre of a horrifi c 
assault on working people, the marginalised 
and on its democracy. They have stood up and 
protested.

But capital rules. The interests of corpora-
tions and fi nancial institutions take precedence 
over the needs of people and governments are 
limited to rubber stamping the predatory actions 
of cut-throat speculators whose only interest is 
fattening the bottom line for their shareholders. 
The rising tide of suffering cannot be dealt with 
by shifting the burden downward.

Civil unrest is the last recourse and natural 
consequence of austerity – and the only way 
to deal with this is with brutal crowd control 
by mobilising security forces to protect gated 
communities and contain violence in poor areas.
Source: Adelaide Voices (abridged)
The Beacon 

Demonstrators rally in Athens to protest austerity measures.

We need to reverse policies that have allowed the top 
one percent to seize an overwhelming share of economic 
growth. Calls for cuts to government debts ignore the 
fact that many are due to bank bailouts.


