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Over the past few weeks, thousands of
public sector workers have joined protests
in defence of public sector jobs and services
including health, education and emergency
services. They have received consider-
able support from other trade unions and
members of the community in their struggle
against the neo-liberal austerity measures of
Liberal-led state governments. The savage
cuts, mass sackings and attacks on wages
and conditions are a warning of what lies
ahead if a Coalition government is elected
in the next federal elections.

The cuts taking place will do untold dam-
age to public health, education, community and
other services, result in real reductions in the
incomes of public sector workers and swell the
ranks of the unemployed. They will also have
a contractionary impact on an economy that is
already on the brink.

Forget all the election promises of Liberal
premiers Ted Baillieu in Victoria and Barry
O’Farrell in NSW and Queensland Liberal
National Party leader Campbell Newman. It is
a full-on attack on the public sector dressed up
as saving their states from unsustainable fiscal
crises. The big end of town stands to benefit
from deregulation, privatisation and ongoing
subsidies from the public purse.

Victoria

The Victorian branch of the Australian
Education Union (AEU) is holding an emer-
gency rally on Thursday September 20 (midday)
in Treasury Gardens, following the leakage of
a “cabinet-in-confidence” report to make even
larger cuts to TAFE than previously announced
(see page 4). The AEU warned, the TAFE system
is now in a fight for survival.*

“The 86-page report (PDF) outlines propos-
als to sell off campuses, close courses, increase
student fees dramatically, cut jobs and [make]
tens of millions of dollars of asset sales,” the
AEU said.

“The message to the Baillieu government
is clear — the Victorian public will not take
these cuts lying down,” AEU Victorian branch
president Mary Bluett said.

This week’s rally follows the AEU’s biggest
ever action on September 5 when around 40,000
teachers, support staff and principals went on
strike and 400 schools were closed in support of
the union’s pay dispute with the Baillieu govern-
ment. (See Guardian, 12-09-2012, No 1564)

On September 7, staff, students, community
members and supporters from other unions
took part in local protests when the Legislative
Assembly sat in Ballarat and the Legislative
Council in Bendigo. They were organised by
the National Tertiary Education Union, the AEU

and Save Ballarat TAFE.
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These protests were against budget cuts of
$20 billion, 100 full-time jobs and 43 courses
from University of Ballarat TAFE and $9 mil-
lion, 100 full-time jobs and 39 courses from
Bendigo TAFE.

More than 15,000 signatures were collected
from staff, students, local traders and con-
cerned community members in and around the
Melbourne suburb of Prahran and in Lilydale as
part of the community campaign against campus
closures and $35 million in cuts to Swinburne
University’s TAFE operations.

On September 13, Victorian firefighters and
supporters marched on Parliament, protesting
against $66 million in cuts to firefighting serv-
ices. The cuts are nothing short of criminal;
they fly in the face of the Black Saturday Royal
Commission’s recommendations and will put
more lives and property at risk.

Queensland

The $7.8 billion in spending cuts in the
Queensland budget on September 10 are pri-
marily targeted at health, education and the
public service.

Treasurer Tim Nicholls announced the
axing of 14,000 full-time equivalent public
sector jobs, with 10,600 permanent employees
declared redundant. The other 3,400 are tem-
porary employees or on contracts which will
not be renewed.

More than 10,000 marched on Parliament
House to hear public sector employees and rep-
resentatives of the community sector outline the
impact of the sackings and slashing of services.
Rural and regional economies will be hit hard,
unemployment will rise and services decline or
be completely withdrawn.

Queensland Health will lose up to 4,100
jobs, including in nursing and midwifery, despite
firm job security commitments given shortly
after the March elections in an enterprise agree-
ment negotiated with the incoming Newman
government. The LNP did an about turn and
passed legislation to nullify those provisions
in the agreement!

Education is set to lose around 1,140 full-
time equivalent positions with the cutting of
programs despite rising student numbers and
the need for more teachers.

While there are a few dollars for school
maintenance, outpatient services, tourism, capital
spending on hospitals and more police, the main
thrust of the budget is more money for roads and
the cuts. Apart from a small increase in royalty
payments when the price of coal rises above a
certain level, big business is laughing with the
promise (which will be kept) of a new round
of privatisations and deregulation.

The government will sell its remaining 34
percent share of QR National. QR National is
one of the largest and most profitable freight
operators in Australia, moving coal, iron ore,
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other minerals, agricultural and general freight
around Australia. It made a net profit of more
than half a billion dollars last year and paid
dividends of $180 million. Like other privati-
sations, the sale makes no sense economically.
It denies the government millions of dollars in
future income.

NSW

TAFE is also under attack in NSW. The
O’Farrell government has announced the
slashing of 800 TAFE jobs over the next four
years, including many front-line teaching
staff. Students face an increase in fees of 9.5
percent and the student concession fee will
nearly double.

In all the government has announced $1.7
billion in budget cuts (over four years) to public
education and the loss of at least 1,800 jobs.

NSW Teachers’ Federation NSWTF) deputy
president, Gary Zadkovich said, “After years of
state and federal government cutbacks in funding,
after years of casualisation of the TAFE teacher
workforce, after years of privatising TAFE course
delivery through the policies of competitive
tendering and introducing TAFE course fees,
we now see another wave of cuts to TAFE.”

[

A crowd shot of the rally in support of public services held in Sydney last year.
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Previous cuts and lack of income support
have already seen a drop in student numbers in
some areas. It is clear that both federal and state
governments are not serious about addressing
skills shortages, not while there is the employer-
preferred option of low paid imported labour.

“Federation will be working with other
unions, public education groups and local com-
munities across NSW to defeat this attack on our
students’ right to a quality public education,”
NSWTF president Maurie Mulheron said.

The TAFE cuts were part of a horror budget
delivered last June with the cutting of 10,000
public sector jobs on top of the 5,000 previ-
ously announced. (See Guardian 20-06-2012,
No 1552)

The O’Farrell government has embarked
on a massive privatisation program. Ferries
have been privatised, buses look set to be next
followed by trains. While public transport faces
cuts, there is no shortage of money for roads.
The way has been opened for the mining of 30
percent of the state, which will see key agri-
cultural land destroyed and contaminate clean
water supplies, including Sydney’s.

Continued on page 2
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Asylum seekers
pay for political cynicism

Last week was Suicide Prevention Week. Also last week, the
Coalition joined Labor to restore the major plank of Howard’s
“Pacific Solution” with legislation to “delegate” the Pacific island
nation of Nauru to hold asylum seekers trying to reach Australia by
boat. Papua New Guinea’s Manus Island will be next. The policies of
those shameful years, with their toll of isolation, despair, self-harm
and suicide, are back. The first batch of detainees has already been
flown to Nauru under heavy guard from private contractor Serco.

“Deterrence” is the word being bandied about on both sides of
Parliament. This means that the reception for asylum seekers has
to be so harsh that it will prevent people in dangerous camps in
Pakistan and Indonesia from considering the journey to Australia.
Backers of the policy are too genteel to say it in public but the
intention is to punish some to deter the many.

The shift in government policy from the commitments of
the early days of the Rudd government — to abolish offshore
processing and to end forever the horrific practice of detaining
women and children behind razor wire — is almost total. The federal
government’s back-flip has been spectacular. It begs the question —
how has this been achieved? How has the political climate for such
reactionary legislation been created?

In the early days of mandatory detention, the excuse given for
the inhumane measures was to sift out terrorists who might slip
into the country as “sleepers”. The ridiculousness of this piece of
disinformation was plain when more and more people came into
contact with refugees fleeing danger and persecution in Iraq, Iran,
Afghanistan and elsewhere. To nobody’s surprise they found the
new arrivals to be normal, hard-working folk who simply want to
live in a peaceful and secure environment.

The asylum seekers arriving by boat were portrayed as “queue
jumpers”, as if an orderly, well-administered process for these
desperate people exists amid the hellish circumstances they are
fleeing. Asylum seekers, we were told, were taking us for mugs by
disposing of their papers, throwing their children overboard, and
so on and so forth.

A master stroke in the “stop the boats” campaign was the recent
manufacture of “concern” on the part of conservative forces for
the asylum seekers themselves. Their main motivation was how
to discourage the asylum seekers from risking their lives on leaky
boats travelling from Indonesia and to destroy the people smugglers’
“business model”. Opponents of the restored “Pacific Solution”
suddenly became the heartless, reckless ones willing to put innocent
lives at risk out of some sort of ideological extremism.

The hypocrisy of this latest tactic is no surprise. Consider
how Abbott & Co blasted the Gillard government for seeking an
arrangement with Malaysia for the processing of asylum seekers.
The conservatives said they couldn’t possibly agree to that because
Malaysia is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention on Refugees,
after all! At the same time, they would be delighted for the Navy to
tow boats containing asylum seekers back to Indonesia. Indonesia
is not a signatory to the UN Convention, either.

Deliberately lost in all of this are the “push factors” influencing
boat arrivals. Everybody knows the war in Afghanistan is not
going well for the US — if the gauge of success was meant to be the
establishment of a stable, pro-US administration in the country.
Australians never wanted the country’s troops sent to Iraq or
Afghanistan and, despite the massive campaign to blame the victims
of these conflicts, the sentiment is growing. Something had to be
done.

In 2010, WikiLeaks published a CIA report on how support for
the Afghanistan war could be shored up in France and Germany. In
France it was judged that sympathy for women, should the Taliban
get back into power, was the pressure point. In Germany it was
fear that there would be a flood of drugs, terrorism and refugees.
Documentaries and press reports to support these propositions
popped up like mushrooms.

While Australia is not immune, its people have shown strong
resistance to this type of manipulation. Ultimately, they will stand up
again as they did in the later Howard years to stop the scapegoating
of refugees.

PRESS FUND

With the advance of the internet, the days of the present mass
media publications are numbered. However, there’ll always be a
market for print newspapers, and as the major dailies are forced
to retreat to the net the smaller publications like The Guardian
will gain greater influence. That’s why we launched the special
Guardian appeal, to enable us to produce in colour and with
improved presentation. We need your help to meet our special
target for the month of September, so please dig deep and send us
a contribution before the month is out. Many thanks to this week’s
supporters, as follows:

AJ Fox $20, Mark Mannion $5, “Round Figure” $15,
This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $7,860

Unions fight ...

Continued from page 1

Wrong policies

The austerity measures not only
hurt the workers and their families
directly affected but the whole of
society. They create hardship and turn
basic rights such as education, train-
ing, health, aged care into privileges
for those who can afford them.

The Barnett government in
Western Australia has been imple-
menting a similar agenda since its
election in 2008 albeit at a more
gradual pace compared with its coun-
terparts in the eastern states.

The onslaught on public services
is accompanied by an attack on wages
(reduced, capped or frozen meaning
reductions in real terms), job security
and working conditions. The cuts to
jobs and incomes reduce workers’ pur-
chasing power which in turn reduces
the demand for goods and services.
This has a contractionary effect on the
economy at a time when stimulus and
job creation are required.

Governments constantly refer to
their austerity measures as “tough
decisions”, as though that makes them
okay, or even a sign of strength and
responsible management. Nothing
could be further from the truth. At the
centre of the attack is the neo-liberal,
big business agenda of destroying the
welfare state and privatising services
and the government sector.

The reason given for the cuts
and sackings is to bring in a budget
surplus and to win approval from the
private ratings agencies. Is a smoke-
screen. If that were the case they
could cut corporate welfare and raise
taxes on the rich and corporate sector.

One of the reasons for the ferocity
of the attacks in the eastern states,
apart from political expediency, may
well be to push for an increase in the
GST. As previously reported in The
Guardian in the article, “Watch out
for Abbott on the GST” (27-06-2012,

No 1553), demands for an increase
in the GST or its extension to areas
presently exempt, are on the rise. The
states with their “big bang” austerity
measures are creating just the climate
to argue for an increase. And now
O’Farrell has raised it.

The aim of increasing the GST
is to fund the loss of revenue from
removing state taxes on the rich and
businesses and to enable the federal
government to reduce its contribution
to health and education and so slash
corporate taxes. It will not be used to
improve public services, nor to retain
public service jobs.

It is not surprising Coalition
leader Tony Abbott refuses to outline

what a Coalition has planned for the
federal public service or remaining
public services. The essence of the
austerity measures and their aims are
the same as those being imposed in
Greece, Spain and elsewhere.

There is little time left before
the next federal elections to build a
political alternative that will fight for
and build the public sector and restore
public services. The involvement of
the community in the campaigns being
waged by public sector unions is an
important start.
*Readers are urged to join
the campaign to save TAFE at
www.tofedall.org.au &

Explanation of OECD education figures

In last week's Guardian, the front page article “Privatisation
of education - the Gillard-Gonski model” illustrated how
teachers were relatively better paid in several of the top
performing nations in education. It stated: “Drawing on OECD
statistics, Rachel Browne in The Sydney Morning Herald (05-
09-2012) notes that an experienced teacher in Australia is paid
$47,000, which is 30 percent less than the average salary...”
The OECD does not give raw figures. The figure is adjusted to
take into consideration such factors as the impact of overall
tax rates on individuals’ net income, the overall cost structure
of different countries and the purchasing power of net

earnings (PPPs).

The pay of an experienced teacher in Australia varies from
state to state but is around $80,000 in the public education
system. For a beginning fully qualified teacher it is well under

$60,000.

The OECD's report Education at a Glance, which was released
last week, makes interesting reading. The relative proportion
of public to private expenditure on non-tertiary education
institutions is the fifth lowest in the OECD. (The US, the UK,
the Pinochet model in Chile and Korea are lower.) Australia
has one of the most privatised education systems, and

the government wonders why our standards have slipped
relative to other major nations and why the gap has widened
between top and bottom students.

Editor

Guardian Special Appeal

The Guardian does not charge community and other progressive
organisations for advertising. It is one means by which we support
their struggles. But we do rely on our readers for financial support.
The price charged for The Guardian does not cover the ever-

increasing costs of production. We are running a special appeal

during September and are working on some improvements to the

paper. All contributions, no matter how large or small, are welcome.
So if you haven't already sent a contribution, could you please send
one now. Our thanks go to the following readers and supporters
who have helped kick off the appeal for their contributions:

| would like to contribute $

T Markou $50, Fred Rouady $30,

Tony Mullen $100, Peter Goers $25,

lan Macaulay $50, Thomas Costa $100,
Noel Hazard $50, Eileen Whitehead $20.

Total $425.00
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to the Guardian Special Appeal

Address: . .. .. Postcode:. . . .

Email address: .

Return contributions to: Special Guardian Appeal, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills NSW 2010
Cheques and money orders should be made out to “The Guardian”.
Fill out credit card details below or you can phone them up on 02 9699 8844

....................

Q Visa QO Mastercard Name onthecard: .. ... ..
Card Number
Expiry Date / Signature

Please tick box if receipt is required: O

For contributions over $500: Please send free subscription to:

The above name & address: O or the following name & address: 0

| do not wish my name to be published: 0
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UN expert told of
mining impacts

Kirstie Parker

From a board room in the big
smoke of Melbourne to rugged
bush in the north of Western
Australia, United Nations human
rights expert James Anaya has
heard from Aboriginal people
about the impact of mining and
related activities on their land.

The UN Special Rapporteur on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was
a high-level attendee at a two-day
“extractive industries” roundtable
hosted by the National Congress of
Australia’s First Peoples in Melbourne
on August 20-21.

Professor Anaya largely kept his
views on the Australian experience
close to his chest, preferring instead
to use his trip to listen to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and
organisations, mining companies and
government agencies to see what he
might incorporate into international
“best practice” guidelines on the sub-
ject to ensure respect for Indigenous
human rights.

In the past, however, he has
identified the impacts of extractive
industries as a major source of abuse
of Indigenous peoples’ rights globally.

At a press conference during
the Melbourne forum, he said the
experiences of Indigenous people
around the world invariably involved
“power imbalances, the difficult
choices that Indigenous people face,
and concern about governments not
being somehow exonerated from their
responsibilities to provide for citizens
and provide services because industry
is willing to step in or pressuring to
step in”.

“What I’ve been hearing here in
Australia is very much in line with
what I am hearing on a global level
and that’s why I’m doing this study,
because we have these common pat-
terns of problems and conditions that
Indigenous peoples face,” he said.

“You can imagine that in many
places, the problems are of the same
nature but are all the deeper and
more grave, the power imbalances
are much more serious, the condi-
tions of Indigenous people in certain
places are much more desperate and
companies are often working within
much, much weaker regulatory frame-
works so that we find, for example,
environmental damage that’s been
quite severe, at least until recently.

“For better or worse”, Indigenous peoples generally sat on vast resources.

“That’s what strikes me, to sit
here and hear many of the same kinds
of issues being raised as I am hearing
across the globe.”

Professor Anaya said that “for
better or worse”, Indigenous peoples
generally sat on vast resources.

“Many of the world’s remaining
mineral and hydro-carbon resources
are within Indigenous territories
and I think it’s accurate to say that
Indigenous peoples are dispropor-
tionately affected by the progress
— what might be characterised as
progress — or the march of industrial
activity to harvest those remaining
resources in the world,” he said.
“And so, the problem has some
urgency about it.”

Congress co-chair Les Malezer
said the mining boom in Australia had
heightened tensions in relationships
between Indigenous communities
and industry.

“With the discussions, when
we tried to talk about development
and how people wanted to develop
economically, socially and so on, it
was quiet because people are really
operating under the pressures of day-
to-day,” he said.

“They’re not really able to look
and plan and to arrange themselves,
to take control of what developments
do come into their territories and
what developments don’t... Of course
the mining boom is a good thing for
Australia, but it does create these
pressure cooker situations,” said Mr
Malezer.

In the days following the
Melbourne forum, Professor Anaya

was a guest of the Njamal people in
the Pilbara, hearing about an agree-
ment they’d struck with Fortescue
Metals Group (FMG) in December
2011 to protect significant cultural
sites and create a joint venture to run
a mining operation on an ore body
adjacent to FMG’s proposed North
Star mine.

He also visited significant Njamal
heritage sites, including rock art com-
plexes, and spoke with the Njamal
people about the effect that mining
has had on their community.

Afterwards, the National Congress
said the visit showed there were still
deep concerns about maintaining

culture and protecting significant
sites while negotiating fair deals
from mining companies that deliver
opportunities.

“The Njamal people were up front
about the long process to get where
they have with FMG, and we support
and respect them in their fight to get
what they felt was necessary,” said
Congress co-chair Jody Broun.

“... If anything, these visits
showed us why it’s vital that our
peoples are supported in their self-
determination with standards based on
a rights framework and that state and
federal legislation must be consistent
with that framework.”

Njamal Elder Doris Eaton said
Professor Anaya’s trip had been a
good opportunity to show him and the
wider community “what the Njamal
people have achieved through our
agreement with FMG”.

“It is important that people see the
beauty of our country first hand so that
we can all work together to protect our
culture, heritage and stories,” she said.

Extractive industries will also be
discussed at the National Congress
annual gathering to be held in Alice
Springs later this month.

Koori Mail &

West Papua outrage and
the Australian connection

There was a grim reminder recent-
ly of Australia’s very negative role
in the region with news of the
actions of Indonesia’s Detachment
88. The “counter-terrorism” unit
has been involved in a string of
human rights abuses in West
Papua and is suspected of the
killing of separatist leader Mako
Tabuni. Detachment 88 receives
support from Australian forces
including the Australian Federal
Police. It also receives assistance
from the US military.

Pete's Corner

To
huinle A Shoer cul

T B Aleesel
FOLKS . ... T eonly Tony

The reports are a reminder
of the aid given to Indonesia’s
special Kopassus forces that had an
appalling record of rape, torture and
“disappearances” during East Timor’s
long struggle for independence.
Kopassus was given assistance from
the Australian military and conducted
annual, joint “counter-terrorism”
exercises with the Special Air
Services Regiment. The then Howard
government reluctantly and belatedly
withdrew its support for Indonesian
occupation of East Timor.

The killing of Mr Tabuni has
sparked widespread criticism of
Indonesia’s heavy handed role in West
Papua and the support its military
receives from Australia. Tabuni
headed the National Committee
for West Papua (KNPB) which
engages in non-violent campaigning
for independence and a political
solution to the conflict in the
province. Detachment 88 is also
deployed in the battle against the
Free Papua Movement (OPM) which
is conducting a militant struggle for
independence. In December 2010
it killed OPM leader Kelly Kwalik.

But it is mounting evidence of
brutality against peaceful protest and

organisation that is reviving concerns
about what is taking place in West
Papua. Greens Senator Richard Di
Natale is among those speaking out.
“The fact that Australian dollars
are training Indonesian military,
particularly counter-terrorism
operations that are contributing to
human rights abuses in West Papua
is a real concern to me,” he told ABC
TV recently.

“There’s a very strong argument
that we should be withdrawing
our support of those operations
immediately,” the Senator added. “If
we’re in fact fuelling that conflict,
the onus is on us to ensure that we
stop doing that and we get much
better accountability in terms of our
relationship with the Indonesians.”

Senator Di Natale asked Foreign
Minister Bob Carr to raise these
issues with Indonesia’s foreign
minister and to “make it very clear
to his counterpart in Indonesia that
what’s going on in the region is
unacceptable.” Senator Carr has
replied that he will seek a full airing
of the issues but added that it was in
Australia’s interests for Indonesia to
have a formidable “anti-terrorism”
capacity. &
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Perth rally for Cuban Five

Australia Cuban Friendship
Society (ACFS) members in Perth
picketed the US consulate on
September 13. They demanded the
freedom of the Cuban Five, with
indignation but a strengthening
resolve to continue the struggle
for the freedom of the Five Cuban
men held unjustly for 14 years
in US prisons since September
12, 1998.

The Cuban Five are political
prisoners held in US prisons for
protecting their homeland Cuba
from terrorist actions organised by
right-wing Cuban-Americans based
in Miami. They are not the spies the
US government and media portray
them to be; the information they
gathered wasn’t a threat to national
security, it was public information
freely available.

The Cuban Five were keeping
surveillance on criminals in anti-
Cuban terrorist circles and informing
Havana of planned attacks. Since
1998 Gerardo Hernandez, Antonio
Guerrero, Ramon Labaiiino, Fernando
Gonzalez and René Gonzalez have
been subjected to torture, both physi-
cal and psychological. They have been
denied visitation rights, placed in soli-
tary confinement and been mistreated
by prison officials.

During the 1990s when Cuba
was facing serious hardship brought
about by a loss of access to oil, the US
government chose that time to tighten
the blockade on Cuba, threatening
the lives of all Cubans. Fighting to
keep the Cuban population alive and
to continue to deliver free access to
medical care, education and more,
Cuba opened up a tourist industry.
It was during this time the terrorist
attacks from US soil increased tar-
geting tourism with bombs being set
off in hotels — one killing an Italian
tourist Fabio De Celmo and injuring
many more.

Three thousand five hundred
Cuban lives have been lost to attacks
from right-wing Cuban exiles operat-
ing with impunity in the United States.
When the Cuban government alerted
the US of the planned attacks the Five
had uncovered, the US arrested the
Cuban Five.

After their arrest, an unjust
politically motivated trial was held
leading to a total of four life sen-
tences plus 75 years in prison. The
Five were separated and detained in
high-security prisons and since then
Olga Villanueva and Adriana Perez;
the wives of Gerardo and Rene have
consistently been denied visas to visit
their husbands.

Action outside the US consulate in Perth last Thursday.

Speakers who addressed the
rally told of the conspiracy by the
US government to use the US media
to unleash a propaganda campaign
of unprecedented hatred and hostil-
ity by employing “journalists” to
publish articles and commentaries
that were repeated day and night to
produce a storm of misinformation.

All of NSW up for grabs

under new CSG rules

The NSW government has released
its Strategic Regional Land Use
Policy; plans the public was told
would protect land and water. But
it is a policy to develop coal seam
gas mining in NSW; and one that
breaks a slew of promises made to
the people of NSW.

Barry O’Farrell promised to
ban exploration and mining in the
drinking water catchment. The
Coalition promised to rule out
sensitive areas, assess cumulative
impacts, weigh environmental,
social and economic impacts of
development, and require aquifer
interference approval. The new
rules and announcements show that
these promises — quite clearly —
were lies.

Under the policy, no part of
NSW — not the land where food is

grown, not our water catchments

— is off limits to CSG mining and
exploration. The test for aquifer
interference has been downgraded
to have no legal teeth. Mapping of
high conservation value areas, the
cost-benefit analysis and the public
interest test have all been taken out
of the policy.

And it gets worse! On the same
day, the government lifted the freeze
on fracking and offered to renew 22
CSG exploration licences in NSW
across five million hectares. Four of
these are in the Illawarra (PELs 2,
444 and 463 in the north and PEL
469 in the south), and include the
drinking water catchment. A new
CSG production licence was also
granted in Casino.

Dressed up in words like “pro-
tection” these changes are nothing

short of betrayal. Communities
have made it clear that science must
come before development, and that
land and water must be protected.
Instead, fracking is back, catch-
ments are up for grabs and explora-
tion across five million hectares in
NSW has been renewed.

What can you do? Come to
the October 21 “Human Sign:
protect H20, stop CSG” at Bulli
Showground! — please register
(stop-csgrillowarra.org). Visit the Lock the
Gate Alliance website to see how
you can get involved in the cam-
paign or simply contact us anytime.
(lockthegate.org.au)

We can put a stop to these plans
if we act together now. Most impor-
tantly get to the action on October
21 and help the campaign to protect
land and water WIN! &

People power wins! Super trawler banned

Greenpeace statement

The Federal Environment Minister
Tony Burke has announced new
laws that will ban the Margiris
super trawler for up to two
years. Burke acknowledged
overwhelming public concern in
reaching this significant decision.
Congratulations to the thousands
of passionate Australians, com-
munity and environmental groups
and fishing groups who stopped
the Margiris from destroying
Australia‘s oceans

Today is a huge day for people
power. The federal environment
minister has announced a ban on the
super trawler for up to two years and
further scientific investigations before
boats like this are approved.

“There has been no doubt there
has been a massive public focus
on this,” said environment minister
Burke.

It was the united action of com-
munity members, environmentalists

and fishing groups that convinced the

government to protect Australia’s fish

stocks, marine wildlife and fishing
communities.

This victory is testimony to the
power of collective will and the
importance of standing up for what’s
right. Because of the donations
received by Greenpeace supporters,
we were able to:

* Highlight the dangerous flaws
in the approval process and
the threat to Australia’s fishing
communities, fish stocks and
marine ecosystems.

* Track the Margiris’ route, raise
awareness of its pending arrival
and take direct action as it hit
Australian waters.

* Publicise the super trawler’s
destructive history and present
the investigative research
Greenpeace had conducted across
the globe over many years.

+ Reveal the European Union

subsidies that keep these over-
sized vessels in operation.

» Heighten awareness in threatened
regional coastal towns with media
advertisements.

» Unite with a unique coalition of
groups to mobilise diverse
communities, hold rallies and
pressure the government.

This is a significant setback for
the European super trawler fleet
— however, the campaign against
destructive fishing needs to continue.

The Margiris is just one fishing
vessel that is impacting marine eco-
systems globally. The global fishing
fleet is catching more fish than nature
can sustain. In our region, the Pacific
faces the threat of over-sized foreign
vessels every day.

Greenpeace will continue its glo-
bal campaign against overfishing and
destructive fishing practices.

Today we can celebrate this won-
derful victory. &

The interference, however, went way
beyond propaganda, with the media
producing material to influence the
members of the jury that the judge
had ruled inadmissible. These materi-
als could only have been provided by
the US Attorney’s office.

It was a systematic effort
throughout the period of the Five’s
prosecution, in which many millions
of dollars were invested to guarantee
the unjust convictions of the five

Photo: Alex Bainbridge

Cuban patriots who have now served
14 years of arbitrary and illegal
punishment.

Rene Gonzalez has completed
his sentence but remains in the US
because Judge Joan Lenard has
ordered he serve a three-year pro-
bation in Miami. The ACFS in WA
believes this is an extension of his
imprisonment and continues to call
on President Obama for his freedom
along with the other four heroes. &

Vic TAFE staff

to rally

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) has called an emergency
rally on premier Ted Baillieu’s
Treasury Place doorstep on
September 20 after leaked
documents revealed the devastating
impact of his $300 million TAFE
cuts.

The cabinet-in-confidence paper
shows that the state government’s
cuts have left some of Victoria’s
TAFE institutes on the brink of col-
lapse. The AEU said it was clear
the TAFE system was now in a
fight for survival.

TAFE teachers, support staff,
students and supporters will rally
at midday in Treasury Gardens on
September 20 to voice their support
for the public TAFE system and
demand reinstatement of the $300
million slashed from institute fund-
ing in the May budget.

The 86-page report outlines
proposals to sell off campuses,
close courses, increase student fees
dramatically, cut jobs and tens of
millions of dollars of asset sales.

“The state government must be
held accountable for the devasta-
tion it has caused at TAFE institutes
across Victoria,” AEU Victorian
branch president Mary Bluett said.

“The Victorian public under-
stands that the Baillieu govern-
ment’s budget cuts are not in the
interests of young people, the
community, TAFE institutes or the
Victorian economy.

“The Baillieu government must
be accountable to the Victorian
public TAFE’s 365,000 students
who as a result of their decisions,
will now have limited educational
opportunities, with many expected
to drop out altogether as a result of
significant fee increases.

“Regional and rural Victoria
have been especially hurt by these
cuts. Local MPs, regardless of
party allegiances, have a responsi-
bility to do what is right for their

community and support their local
TAFE institutions.”

Ms Bluett said that the strength
of the Victorian economy is based
on the skills of its workers and that
TAFE provides skills and train-
ing to hundreds of thousands of
Victorians each year. As a result of
these cuts, these numbers will fall
and the Victorian economy will
suffer.

“We have witnessed an out-
pouring of support for Victoria’s
TAFE institutes from community
members, local councils, business,
unions, the federal government and
many more.

“The message to the Baillieu
government is clear — the Victorian
public will not take these cuts lying
down. The government should be
committing to a well-resourced, high
quality TAFE sector and encouraging
learning, not making it harder for
students,” Ms Bluett said.

According to the AEU’s 2012
State of our TAFEs survey:

* Over 90% of Victorian TAFE
teachers believe reforms to
Victoria’s VET system have had
a negative effect on the quality
of teaching and learning at their
TAFE.

86% of teachers said they didn’t
believe they had the time to
support students to the level they
require.

63% of teachers said they had
noticed a drop in enrolments from
their Institute this year.

 Those teachers who had

noticed a drop in enrolments
believed higher fees (29%) and
ineligibility for government
support (26%) were the two main
causes.

66% of teachers said they were
aware of questionable practices
in attracting students to courses
at private Registered Training
Organisations. &
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A decent home is
a human right

“The availability of affordable public housing is far more important than
profits for developers. A decent home is a human and a democratic right.
The Sydney Council needs to be more active in providing public housing
to help relieve the current housing crisis and to make sure that people can
live in Sydney regardless of their income level. I believe that Denis Doherty

and the Housing Action team have excellent policies.”

More than 20 percent of people
in private housing in Sydney are
under housing stress, spending 30
percent or more of their weekly
income on housing. Tenants face
increasing insecurity as the
Liberals, ALP and Clover Moore
drive them out of Sydney to make
way for private developments.

Responding to this situation, the
CPA’s Port Jackson Branch decided
to build on its local campaign for
public housing and against the pri-
vatisation of public land by standing
Denis Doherty as a candidate in
the September 8 local government
elections.

The Branch work was being done
with Hands off Glebe, a community
group formed out of contacts made
at the 2010 Federal election.

Joan, a public housing tenant
who was forced to leave her home
in Glebe after 43 years to make way
for the bulldozers, said: “When they
came to bulldoze our homes and they
destroyed our community, only Denis
Doherty and the Hands off Glebe
group tried to help us. We know they
will stand by you.”

An approach from the Socialist
Alliance led to the formation of a

Jack Mundey

broad ticket with CPA, SA and inde-
pendent members.

With Sydney District Committee
endorsement of the broad ticket,
Housing Action was formed and the
campaign got underway.

Political campaign

Housing Action’s primary aim
was to run an effective political
campaign to raise the issues of the
destruction of public housing and
the privatisation of public lands in
Sydney in the interests of corporate
developers.

“We achieved this aim,” Denis
Doherty told The Guardian.

“At the start of the campaign,
staffers from the other parties told us
there were no votes in housing.

“But by the time of a forum
on August 21 the only candidate to
express unqualified support for the
Cowper Street project was outgoing
Mayor Clover Moore. Every other
candidate was critical of the proposed
development.

“This was a major shift for Labor
and Liberal who voted in favour of
the project in the past,” Comrade
Denis said.

In June 2011 demolishers tore

down 134 flats and ripped out 170
trees in a quiet cul de sac in Glebe.
The plan is to rebuild some public
housing on a portion of the site and to
sell off the rest to a private developer.

Active support

Twenty three thousand leaflets
were distributed by comrades from
both parties and a larger number of
supporters. They were letterboxed
with thousands of smaller inserts,
dealing with specific local issues, in
appropriate areas of the electorate.

Democracy

The City of Sydney is a huge
electorate and Housing Action also
campaigned for the re-introduction of
wards to help make councillors more
accessible and responsive.

“In our leaflets we argued that
council is an extension of the com-
munity,” Denis explained.

“We called for regular ward meet-
ings for transparent, participatory
democracy and argued that councillors
should live in the ward they represent,
be more action oriented and involve
the community in decision-making.”

Erskineville

In the Erskineville and Alexandria
area, Housing Action’s campaign
pointed out that the diverse village
character of the community is under
threat from corporate overdevelop-
ment on one hand, and under-invest-
ment in public services on the other.
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City of Sydney Housing Action Candidate Denis Doherty on the campaign

trail in Surry Hills.

“We opposed any increase on the
five-storey plan at Ashmore Estate and
demanded that at least ten percent of
the development must be public and
ten percent affordable housing,” Denis
Doherty said.

“We called for open space on the
Ashmore Estate’s to be doubled.

“With peak hour trains already
at 180 percent of capacity, we cam-
paigned for rail and bus services to
be increased.”

Redfern

In Redfern the Housing Action
team was led by local indigenous
activist Ray Jackson.

Our campaign stressed that
Aboriginal people have an important

and historical presence in all areas of
the Sydney City Council and Council
has a special duty of care towards the
land’s traditional owners.

Left unity

The Housing Action team and its
campaign committee worked amicably
and efficiently together.

“We believe this was a real step
forward for left unity in Sydney,”
Comrade Denis said.

“We are already planning to meet
to discuss how we can work together
again on other issues of importance
for the working people of our city.”
Housing Action won 764 votes
which is 1.16%. @

Julian Assange presented with Aboriginal Nations Passport

Statement, Indigenous Social Justice Association and Sydney Support Assange and Wikileaks

It is with a sense of pride and
complete social justice that this
Association has worked with the
Sydney Support Assange and
WikiLeaks Coalition to have the
privilege of successfully arranging
for Julian Assange to be able to be
issued with an Aboriginal Nations
Passport that his father, John
Shipton, will accept on his behalf
at the Welcome to Aboriginal Land
Passport Ceremony to be held at
The Settlement, 17 Edward Street,
Darlington from 11am to 4pm on
Saturday September 15, 2012.

We strongly endorse the words
of Ms Linda Pearson of the Support
Assange and WikiLeaks Coalition
on the total lack of support by
our federal government to assist
Julian against being press-ganged
to America to face corrupt charges
against him for informing the
world’s people of the absolute lies
that all governments continue to
tell their people. Whilst it is true
that all governments lie, it is well
known that America leads the pack
in their eternal quest for American
hegemony of the world’s resources.
It is well known that all Australian
governments since the dismissal of
the Whitlam government in 1975,
that was assisted and orchestrated
by America’s CIA, have meekly put
our country at the policies of the
American foreign policy interests.
Julian is but another example.

The Ceremony is being held at
the behest of many migrant, refugee
and non-Aboriginal Australians
who wish to fully recognise the
Traditional Owners of the many

Aboriginal Nations of Australia
that still exist to this very day. They
wish to show their full respect to
the true history of this land and that
is that we Aborigines still have full
Sovereignty over our Lands.

Always was...always will be...
Aboriginal Land.

The crimes of the 1788
Invasion and the subsequent
Colonisation still need to be
addressed and accounted for but we
believe that the Passport Ceremony
is the first of many steps that are
required by those who wish to
participate in a multicultural and
pluralistic Reconciliation. Not the
assimilationist Reconciliation want-
ed by Australian governments and
other racists but the real and hon-
ourable Reconciliation of removing
the-white-blindfold of our joint his-
tory and allowing a mutual respect
to be created.

By agreement we will be issu-
ing both Julian Assange, via his
father, and Mamdoub Habib, who
will be present, an Aboriginal
Nations Passport that will allow
both to respectfully travel through
the Aboriginal Nations of Australia.
Mamdoub now and Julian on his
return to Aboriginal Australia.

Both these men were denied any
assistance, firstly by the Howard
government and then by the Gillard
government respectively. These
nefarious actions were taken by
these two governments to appease
their American masters. We will
attempt to right that wrong.

All those who wish to be issued
with a Passport may obtain one

by, firstly, signing the Pledge, giv-
ing some personal details to be
added to the Passport, supplying a
passport sized photo and a charge
of $10 to help in affraying costs.
The Passports are for use by non-
Aboriginal people only and can
only be used to travel through the
Aboriginal Nations of this country.
This does not apply to Aborigines
as we have our own cultural meth-
ods of travelling through Country.

The Ceremony at The
Settlement will include music,
dancers, food and a wonderful
sense of Welcome and Solidarity to
all those attending. This will be an
alcohol and drug free event.

We give the final word to Linda
Pearson:

“We are extremely grateful
to the Indigenous Social Justice
Association for highlighting the
injustice faced by Julian Assange,
and for this opportunity to show our
solidarity with the Aboriginal own-
ers of this land.

“Australia is built on the injus-
tices of invasion and colonisation.
We condemn racist government
polices like the Northern Territory
Intervention which continue to
inflict untold harm on Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We benefit from the occupation of
stolen land, while Aboriginal peo-
ple are incarcerated at five times the
rate of black South Africans under
apartheid.

“The ISJA’s decision to issue
Julian Assange an Aboriginal
Passport comes as he remains con-
fined in the Ecuadorian Embassy in

John Shipton (Julian Assange’s Father) receives an Aboriginal Passport on
behalf of Julian and thanks all who have been involved in the project.

London. Despite international obli-
gations to respect Assange’s status
as a political refugee, the UK gov-
ernment has made clear its intention
to arrest him if he tries to leave the
Embassy.

“The Australian government
should be negotiating with the UK
to ensure Assange’s safe passage to
Ecuador. However, our politicians
have consistently put their alliance

with the United States before
Assange’s human rights, even when
his life has been threatened.

“The issuing of an Aboriginal
Passport to Julian Assange brings
further shame on the Australian
government. It recognises that
Assange’s Australian passport
has been completely worthless to
him.” &
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A Summit that revitalised
the Non Aligned Movement

Martin Khor*

The Summit of the Non Aligned Movement
concluded in Tehran on August 31 in high
spirits with the political leaders adopting
several declarations and action plans, and
many of them calling for a revival of the
importance of NAM, especially to protect
the countries from foreign intervention and
to build a new multi-polar world.

The Summit was already notable for the
presence of about five Presidents and Prime
Ministers, and the Vice Presidents, Ministers
and other senior officials of another 95 member
states, and representatives of 16 observer and
guest countries.

If NAM has been searching for a new
identity since the end of the Cold War, it seems
to have found it in the fight against continued
political and economic domination by the
dominant countries, in reforming the United
Nations and other global institutions, and
enabling the South to have a fair say in global
decision-making.

The Summit’s theme, “Lasting Peace
through Joint Global Governance” captured the
spirit of the Summit.

What helped was the high profile achieved
by the Summit. It was opened with a lengthy
address by Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Sayyed Ali Khamenei. The opening ceremony
then heard from Egyptian President Mohammad
Morsi, UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon,
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, UN
General Assembly President Nassir Abdulaziz
Al-Nasser, and Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinezhad.

Other high profile speakers during the
Summit included the Presidents of Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Central
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Cote
d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Mongolia, Palestine, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Uganda, and Zimbabwe and
the Prime Ministers of Bhutan, Cambodia, Iraq,
Lesotho, Nepal, Swaziland, Syria.

The Summit had come under the spotlight
before it started as a result of an attempt by
the United States to dissuade Ban Ki-Moon,
and reportedly some high-level political lead-
ers, from attending on the ground that it would
legitimise the standing of Iran, on which the
US and Europe have placed sanctions over the
issue of its nuclear program.

This US move seems to have boomeranged
because the high-level attendance was seen as
a snub to its attempt to isolate Iran.

A highlight was the statement by Ayatollah
Khamenei that Iran regards the use of nuclear,

chemical and similar weapons as a “great and
unforgivable sin.”

He attacked the argument of countries pos-
sessing the largest nuclear arsenals for retaining
them as a deterrent. This concept has to be
rejected totally as nuclear arms do not provide
security but pose a threat to all.

Calling for a nuclear weapons-free Middle
East, Khamenei said this did not mean the right
to peaceful use of nuclear power and produc-
tion of nuclear fuel. He attacked some Western
countries that own nuclear weapons and armed
Israel with them, but opposed Iran’s production
of nuclear fuel for medical and other peaceful
purposes. He put forward the motto, “nuclear
energy for all, and nuclear arms for none.”

Ban Ki-Moon praised the Arab Spring, and
criticised those countries that supplied arms to
both sides in the Syrian conflict. He identified
nuclear proliferation as the biggest threat and
called on Iran as NAM president to play a role,
and also asked Iran to build international confi-
dence on the peaceful use of its nuclear program.

President Morsi, whose country chaired
NAM the past three years, said NAM had
stuck to its principles and direction, and it must
actively work to achieve the theme of peace
through joint global governance. In a just world
order, developing countries would escape from
marginality and be part of power sharing.

He added that democracy had to be imple-
mented at a global level, that multilateralism
without these principles was unacceptable. He
also called for a solution for Palestine and action
to stop the conflict in Syria.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
said today’s global governance structures
were outmoded and NAM should take the lead
in reforming these structures, including the
Security Council, IMF and World Bank. He
called for South-South collaboration in solar
energy, food security and skills development.

The Vice President of Venezuela, which
will be Chair of NAM after Iran’s term, traced
two previous phases of NAM’s history: from
1961 to 1986 when NAM focused on the fight
for decolonisation and development during the
Cold War era when NAM achieved great vis-
ibility; and from 1992 with the fall of the Soviet
bloc and the attempt by the US to dominate
a uni-polar world, when NAM stressed the
UN principles of sovereignty of states and
non-intervention.

The time has come for a new phase to con-
solidate a multi-polar world without empires and
hegemonic powers, with respect for international
law, peace and development, he said, elaborating
also on UN reform, and on the rapid reforms

and regionalism in Latin America which has
emerged as a powerful bloc.

The closing session saw the adoption of
a 162-page Final Document, a short Tehran
Declaration, a Tehran Plan of Action and two
declarations on solidarity for Palestine and on
Palestinian political prisoners.

The Tehran Declaration is mainly about
measures to reform global governance. It also
covers NAM’s position on Palestine, racism,
human rights, nuclear weapons and peaceful
nuclear activities, terrorism, dialogue among
religions and cultures, and the need for nations
not to use extra-territorial or coercive measures.

The Final Document, formulated by the

NAM in New York, gives details on the NAM
position on global issues (especially UN reform);
regional political issues; development, social
and human rights issues. The action points of
these are distilled into the Tehran Plan of Action.
In his closing speech, Iranian President
Ahmadinezhad said that all the leaders had
emphasised that NAM should have its deserved
position in the world, and preparation is needed
so that NAM can play its important role in
international relations. The commitment of
NAM is for a better world based on justice
and compassion.
Martin Khor is the Executive Director of the
South Centre (www.southcentre.org) &

Fighting - and uniting - for a frack-free future
Interview with Eve McNamara from Ribble Estuary Against Fracking (REAF) in the UK

How did you get involved in the campaign
against fracking?

EM: In August 2011 a friend informed me
that a shale gas exploratory company had set
up in my village and I consequently attended
a meeting at the local village hall which was
organised by a member of the Green Party.
Members of Frack Off from Brighton were
there to answer any questions, as they were
already very familiar with the process [fracking,
or hydraulic fracturing, is an environmentally
damaging technique used to extract oil or gas
from rock]. There were about 40 people present
at the open meeting and the film Fracking Hell
was shown, followed by a Q&A. Afterwards, a
group of 20 of us decided that we needed to find
out more about the issues and take action, as it
was evident that this process was unacceptable.
A week later we met and REAF was formed.

What have been your biggest successes
so far? And the biggest challenges?

EM: Camp Frack in September 2011 was
a big learning curve for REAF. The group was
very new and none of us knew each other. We

had never campaigned before on a high-profile
issue such as we knew this would be. The Camp
was a weekend of networking, organising, skill-
sharing and protest attended by campaigners and
activists from all over the country. The weekend
was an eye-opening success culminating in a
march to the site, something that, as residents,
was completely new to us.

The biggest challenge is to keep the public
interest going against the industry PR spin,
to keep ideas fresh and maintain a focused
campaign.

Other successes have been raising awareness
locally with presentations and Q&A sessions,
confronting the drilling company Cuadrilla
with difficult questions and, by highlighting
the concerns in the Fylde area, the subsequent
forming of many other successful campaign
groups such as RAFF (Residents” Action on
Fylde Fracking) and Frack Free Fylde. There
have been many successful public meetings with
politicians and government agencies who got
short shrift from concerned residents. We have
been lucky enough to work with some amazing

dedicated people from Frack-Off, Friends of the
Earth, Campaign against Climate Change and
the Co-op’s Toxic Fuel campaign.

I would say the biggest challenge as a group
is to keep the public interest going against the
industry PR spin, to keep ideas fresh and main-
tain a focused campaign.

You will be one of the speakers at
the Friends of the Earth Conference this
weekend. What are you looking forward to
about it?

EM: I look forward to meeting like-minded
people who care enough to give up their time
to do something positive towards maintaining a
clean planet. I am especially interested in renew-
able energy, and think that it is an important
part of our campaign to be able to talk about
alternatives to extreme energy. I am hoping to
come away with some interesting campaign
ideas that we can use in Lancashire. I am also
very keen to hear from the other speakers and
to listen to their experiences in their campaigns.

You’ll be speaking on a panel with com-
munity campaigners from Wales and from

Mozambique, who are also resisting envi-
ronmental injustice. Have you had contact
with environmental campaigners beyond
England before?

EM: No, so it will be educational to hear
how other campaigners operate within the sys-
tems of their own countries and the particular
ways in which they lobby for environmental
rights.

What would be your advice to someone
looking to set up a community campaign?

EM: Keep things fresh and ensure the
campaign has a strategic direction to it. Most
importantly, don’t give up — and don’t let local
apathy discourage you!

New Internationalist is the media partner
for the Friends of the Earth’s 2012
Conference from 14-16 September in
London. With all 500 tickets sold, and 60
sessions planned, the event will be the
biggest in Friends of the Earth’s 41-year
history.

New Internationalist &
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ambodian activists call for
internationa

Puck Lo

Human rights monitoring groups
and Cambodian activists are call-
ing for an international boycott of
Tate & Lyle and Domino Sugar,
who do business with sugar sup-
pliers accused of participating in
government-sanctioned land grabs
and illegal evictions throughout
rural Cambodia.

According to the Cambodian
League for the Promotion and
Defence of Human Rights (Licadho)
more than 700,000 people who rely
on subsistence farming, have been
evicted from their lands to make way
for sugar plantations. Some 51,000
people have been dispossessed in
the past year alone. The Cambodian
Human Rights and Development
Association estimates that 95 people
were arrested and 48 people were
imprisoned for protesting land grabs
during 2011.

“For the past two years, we have
called upon the companies that are
producing and selling this sugar to
provide restitution to those who have
lost their land, homes and liveli-
hoods to make way for their planta-
tions,” the Clean Sugar Campaign
— a coalition of local Cambodian
groups — announced in July. “These
companies have all failed to respond
and take action to repair the harm that
their business has caused to so many
Cambodian families. So, today we are
calling upon consumers around the
world to stop buying their products.”

The coalition includes the
Community Peace-building Network,
Equitable Cambodia, Inclusive
Development International and
Community Legal Education Centre.

The group has sent letters and
filed complaints against Ly Yong Phat,
Mitr Pohl, KSL, Ve Wong Group,
Tate and Lyle Sugars and its parent
company American Sugar Refining
(owner of the Domino Sugar brand
in the United States).

Cambodia’s unique history has
made land title disputes very com-
plicated. Since the Khmer Rouge
government abolished private property
during the late 1970s land owner-
ship has been difficult, and often
impossible, for villagers who have

inherited ancestral land to prove in
court. And even though a 2001 law
meant to reverse the Khmer Rouge’s
collective ownership of land stipulates
that farmers who can prove they
have worked their land for five years
are entitled to ownership, nearly 90
percent of the country’s 14.5 million
inhabitants do not hold title deeds to
the land they live and work on, a 2010
United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) report found.

After the UN supervised a return
to democracy in the 1990s, the
Cambodian government has made a
major effort to develop agri-business
and industry in the country. Nearly
five million acres (roughly 12 percent
of the country’s surface area) has been
handed out in land concessions to pri-
vate corporations, notably to the sugar
industry. Last year saw a “record
increase” that alarmed activists in the
region, who cite effects including the
destruction of endangered forests and
wildlife, loss of traditional ways of
life, and increasingly violent evictions
and land disputes.

The result has been massive dis-
placement of hundreds of thousands
of people no longer able to sustain
their families by farming, NGOs say.
Many villagers have been forced to
work at the sugar plantations where
their farms used to be, employed by
the very same people whom they
watched shoot their livestock, raze
their villages, and burn their homes.

“If we say there’s no way we’ll
2o to work in the sugarcane plantation
then what will we have to eat? There’s
no work,” Yi Chhav, a 68-year-old
widow from the south western Koh
Kong province told Agence France-
Presse. She added that the irregular
work at the plantation and her low
wages made her feel like a “slave.”

In early August, 200 displaced
families from Koh Kong province in
Cambodia argued in the Koh Kong
Provincial Court that their lands were
illegally confiscated and bulldozed six
years ago by Koh Kong Plantation Co
and Koh Kong Sugar Industry Co, two
Thai and Taiwanese-owned subsidiary
suppliers owned by the KSL Group,
who sell their sugar to Tate & Lyle
Sugars and Domino Sugar.

The villagers allege that the gov-
ernment and suppliers broke the law
by incorporating separately the two
KSL Group subsidiaries that, “despite
serving a single business interest and
essentially operating as one,” were
granted a total of 19,100 contiguous
hectares. The 2001 Cambodian Land
Law states that no single corporation
can be given more than 10,000 hec-
tares. Official documents show that
both corporations share a single office
and were offered land concessions
on the same day by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.

“No consultations with the farm-
ing communities were conducted and
no compensation in advance was
made,” the Clean Sugar Campaign
said on its website.

In response, Ve Wong, the
Taiwanese corporation that owns
30 percent of the two sugar com-
panies named in the suit, claimed
ignorance of reported “illegal activi-
ties, including alleged human rights

abuses and seizure of land,” and
publicly announced that “if there
is any evidence proving that Koh
Kong Plantation Co Ltd. and Koh
Kong Sugar Industry Co Ltd illegally
acquired the land from residents, the
companies are willing to return [the
land] and compensate all relocation
costs of all affected families.”
“Unfortunately we have
heard similar promises from
KSL Group before, to no
effect,” activists with the Clean
Sugar Campaign wrote in an August
14 response. “Numerous attempts
in the past four years by concerned
NGOs and representatives of affected
people to meet with KSL and present
this evidence in person have been
ignored or rebuffed. Meanwhile, the
community’s civil complaint to the
Koh Kong Provincial Court has been
pending for over five years, and the
Court has not yet investigated the case
in a timely or reasonable manner.”
In addition to the international

| sugar boycott

consumer boycott the campaigners
are calling on the European Union
Trade Commission to investigate the
effects of “Everything But Arms,” a
controversial European Union trade
initiative adopted in 2001 that gives
preferential trading status to so-called
Least Developed Countries like
Cambodia by lifting import duties
and quotas on all commodities except
arms and munitions.

Everything But Arms, say
Cambodian NGOs, has fuelled “the
expansion of an industry implicated
in gross human rights abuses, while
perversely rewarding tycoons” and
well-connected politicians. “The EU is
effectively subsidising land grabbing
in Cambodia by giving preferential
treatment to companies that have
produced goods on stolen land,”
David Pred, Bridges Across Borders
Cambodia executive director, told
the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs.
CorpWatch &

Why | had to spurn Blair

Desmond Tutu

The immorality of the United States and
Great Britain’s decision to invade Iraq in
2003, premised on the lie that Iraq possessed
weapons of mass destruction, has destabi-
lised and polarised the world to a greater
extent than any other conflict in history.

Instead of recognising that the world
we lived in, with increasingly sophisticated
communications, transportations and weap-
ons systems necessitated sophisticated lead-
ership that would bring the global family
together, the then-leaders of the US and UK
fabricated the grounds to behave like play-
ground bullies and drive us further apart.
They have driven us to the edge of a preci-
pice where we now stand — with the spectre
of Syria and Iran before us.

If leaders may lie, then who should
tell the truth? Days before George W Bush
and Tony Blair ordered the invasion of
Iraq, I called the White House and spoke to
Condoleezza Rice, who was then national
security adviser, to urge that United Nations

weapons inspectors be given more time to
confirm or deny the existence of weapons
of mass destruction in Iraq. Should they

be able to confirm finding such weapons, I
argued, dismantling the threat would have
the support of virtually the entire world. Ms
Rice demurred, saying there was too much
risk and the president would not postpone
any longer.

On what grounds do we decide that
Robert Mugabe should go the International
Criminal Court, Tony Blair should join the
international speakers’ circuit, bin Laden
should be assassinated, but Iraq should be
invaded, not because it possesses weapons
of mass destruction, as Mr Bush’s chief sup-
porter, Mr Blair, confessed last week, but in
order to get rid of Saddam Hussein?

The cost of the decision to rid Iraq of
its by-all-accounts despotic and murderous
leader has been staggering, beginning in Iraq
itself. Last year, an average of 6.5 people
died there each day in suicide attacks and
vehicle bombs, according to the Iraqi Body
Count project. More than 110,000 Iraqis

have died in the conflict since 2003 and mil-
lions have been displaced. By the end of last
year, nearly 4,500 American soldiers had
been killed and more than 32,000 wounded.

On these grounds alone, in a consistent
world, those responsible for this suffering
and loss of life should be treading the same
path as some of their African and Asian
peers who have been made to answer for
their actions in the Hague.

But even greater costs have been exacted
beyond the killing fields, in the hardened
hearts and minds of members of the human
family across the world.

Has the potential for terrorist attacks
decreased? To what extent have we suc-
ceeded in bringing the so-called Muslim
and Judeo-Christian worlds closer together,
in sowing the seeds of understanding and
hope?

Leadership and morality are indivisible.
Good leaders are the custodians of moral-
ity. The question is not whether Saddam
Hussein was good or bad or how many of
his people he massacred. The point is that

Mr Bush and Mr Blair should not have
allowed themselves to stoop to his immoral
level.

If it is acceptable for leaders to take
drastic action on the basis of a lie, without
an acknowledgement or an apology when
they are found out, what should we teach
our children?

My appeal to Mr Blair is not to talk
about leadership, but to demonstrate it. You
are a member of our family, God’s family.
You are made for goodness, for honesty, for
morality, for love; so are our brothers and
sisters in Iraq, in the US, in Syria, in Israel
and Iran.

I did not deem it appropriate to have
this discussion at the Discovery Invest
Leadership Summit in Johannesburg. As the
date drew nearer, I felt an increasingly pro-
found sense of discomfort about attending
a summit on “leadership” with Mr Blair. I
extend my humblest and sincerest apologies
to Discovery, the summit organisers, the
speakers and delegates for the lateness of
my decision not to attend. &
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Politics and plutocrats: a
parade of inequality

Gar Smith

America is currently engaged in
the most expensive presidential
contest in world history. In the
United States, money doesn’t just
talk — it dictates. How can we hope
to make progress on the path to
sustainability when the road is
blocked by barricades of bullion
backed by battalions of billion-
aires? How do we break through
the political gridlock?

Dave Brower’s wife, Anne, once
put a wise spin on this dilemma.
“What we need,” she said, is “a cure
for greedlock.”

Earth’s richest 1,000 individu-
als now control as much wealth as
the poorest 2.5 billion people on the
planet. This super elite uses its vast
wealth to control the media, influ-
ence politicians, and bend laws to
their favour. In the US, the wealthy
dominate our government: 47 percent
of US representatives are millionaires,
as are 67 percent of US senators. The
Centre for Responsive Politics reports
Congressional wealth has increased
11 percent between 2009 and 2011.

Not only is our economy out of
balance with nature, our economy is
also out of balance with the practical
limits of physical and fiscal reality.
As the Occupy movement has indel-
ibly framed it, we are now a society
divided not only by haves and have-
nots, but we are a nation — and a
world — divided into the 99 percent
and the 1 percent.

Imagine if a tree were engineered
like the US economy — with half of its
mass centred in the top 10 percent of
its height and 40 percent of its mass
concentrated in the very topmost
branches. Whether redwood or oak,
such a tree would not be stable in a
windstorm. It would be destined to
topple. Of course, nature has better
sense.

In 2011, the International Forum
on Globalisation (IFG) published a
report called Outing the Oligarchy
designed to focus public attention on
“the ultra-rich individuals who benefit
most from — and are most responsible
for — the growing climate chaos that
is destabilising global ecosystems.”
It defined them as “a small elite of
powerful billionaires who profit
from polluting the atmosphere by
promoting government policies that
support an unsustainable reliance on
fossil fuels.”

The IFG report illustrated the
growing rich-poor gap by visualising
a parade in which all the residents of
Canada ambled down a city street
on a single day. Let’s translate that
vision to the US.

Imagine if everyone in America
was invited to parade down
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington,
DC. Imagine if the parade took just
one hour. Imagine if the march began
with the poorest people in the lead.
Imagine if all the marchers’ income
levels were indicated by their height.
Here’s what such a parade would
look like:

For the first 10 minutes, the lead
marchers (those who survive on only a
few thousands dollars a year) look like
toddlers, barely a foot tall. Around 15
minutes into the parade, the march-
ers are not quite so poor: They now
stand about three feet tall. This tide
of half-sized adults continues for the
next 25 minutes. Only after more
than two-thirds of the population has
surged down the parade route do we
begin to see normal-sized marchers
(those making an average income).
For the next 10 minutes or so, the
spectacle resembles a normal parade.
Then things start to get really strange.

In the final 10 minutes, we start
to see marchers who are wealthier
than average: people who are seven,
even eight feet tall. In the last six
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minutes, the marchers loom more than
14 feet tall. With 25 seconds left, the
minority of super-rich marchers looks
down from a height of more than 30
feet — nearly six times the size of the
average marcher; 30 times the size of
those who made up the first quarter
of the parade.

In the closing seconds of this
parade of wealth, the shoulders of
some marchers extend thousands of
feet into the sky — these are the plu-
tocrats. Finally, bringing up the rear,
in the very last second of the march,
are the most powerful and dominant
members of the power elite — a select
band of Godzilla-like oligarchs who
look down upon everyone else from
an astonishing altitude of 8,000-plus-
feet. No wonder the superrich seem
so removed and aloof.

Just like the banking system,
when something is “too big to fail” it
becomes a danger to itself and others.
Nature would never tolerate such a
system. Nor should we.

Information Clearing House &
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Violent clashes continue
over provocative video

Violent responses to the grossly
provocative Innocence of Muslims
video produced by a Coptic
Christian in the US continued
across the world last week
after Friday prayers in Islamic
countries.

Around 5,000 protesters in
the Sudanese capital Khartoum
besieged the embassies of Britain
and Germany before moving on to
the US embassy.

Police fired tear gas to disperse
the protesters as several of them
scaled the roof of the German
embassy and others attacked its
facade and tore down the flag.

The mob, furious over a crassly
anti-Islamic amateur film produced
in the US, then set fire to the
building.

They blocked the road to
prevent the arrival of firefighters,
prompting the security forces to
fire more tear gas. Demonstrators
also attacked the British embassy
nearby.

Hundreds of protesters have
clashed with police guarding the
US embassy in Cairo and Egypt’s
Muslim Brotherhood withdrew its
call for a million-man march in the
Egyptian capital, concerned at the
threat to diplomats.

Protesters attacked a 15-foot-
high concrete wall built by police
across the road to the fortified US
compound near Tahrir Square,
while demonstrators threw stones,
and police threw them back.

In Yemen, security forces
clashed with hundreds of protesters
near the US embassy in Sanaa and
police opened fire on the crowds.

US marines had flown into
Sanaa’s international airport to
bolster the embassy’s security. In
Bangladesh, around 10,000 protest-
ers burned US and Israeli flags and
chanted “God is Great” and “Smash
the black hands of Jews” as they
tried to march to the US embassy in
the capital Dhaka.

They were stopped by hundreds

of armed police and armoured per-
sonnel carriers.

In the Lebanese city of Tripoli,
one person was killed and two
injured as demonstrators set fire to
a KFC fast-food restaurant, while
in Indonesia, riot police guarded the
US embassy in Jakarta as hundreds
protested outside.

Some carried banners reading:
“We condemn the insult against
Allah’s messenger” and “There is
no god but Allah.”

Clerics in Pakistan joined
calls for a day of protests and
further demonstrations broke out
in Kuwait, Tunisia, Morocco,
Bangladesh and Iraq.

The protests began last week in
Cairo and spread to the Libyan city
of Benghazi, where demonstrators
stormed the US consulate, killing
the ambassador and three others.
Morning Star @&

Bhopal survivor:
It could happen again

Rory MacKinnon

Britain: A survivor of the world’s
worst industrial disaster warned
activists last week that “mini-
Bhopals” could happen anywhere.
Campaigner Balkrishna Namdev
told an Edinburgh crowd that it
had been 29 years since Dow sub-
sidiary Union Carbide’s disaster
wreaked havoc on his hometown.

The insecticide plant’s toxic
gas leak killed an estimated 11,000
people, injuring more than half a
million more.

Nearly three decades on, Dow
has denied compensation or any
responsibility for the disaster, despite

a series of failed safety checks,
while people living in slums near
the factory’s ruins still suffer from
illnesses linked to polluted soil and
groundwater.

But Mr Namdev, 60, said he
had been working with other sick
and destitute survivors — many far
older than himself — to seek justice
ever since.

“The old people lead the struggle
and show us the way.

“But everyone can participate
in the fight for justice in Bhopal
and stand up against any kind of
injustice. It does not need to be for
the gas victims alone.

“There are mini-Bhopals

happening all over the world. Justice
for Bhopal means a safer world for
all,” he said.

Children Against Dow-Carbide
founder Safreen Khan was born in
Bhopal eight years after the leak but
said she lived in the shadow of the
disaster every day.

“So many children have been
born disabled or damaged, with
fingers missing or not able to walk,
as a result of the gas tragedy.

“We felt it was important for
children and young people to tell
the story of what happened and is
still happening in Bhopal,” she said.
Morning Star &
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olombian prisoners
demand justice

WT Whitney

Popular momentum is building to
ensure that any settlement coming
out of upcoming Colombian gov-
ernment peace negotiations with
insurgents promotes social justice.

New prisoner resistance and
recent documentation of abuses in
Colombian prisons serve as remind-
ers that, ideally, a peaceful and just
Colombian society should promote
prisoner rights. Indeed, said the
Beyond the Walls group, “Our people
and a bit of our country are in prison.
No other place reflects as well their
misery, tragedy, and powerlessness.”
The Colombian group said this in
launching its 2005 campaign to build
solidarity among prisoners and inform
Colombians about prison conditions.

The Colombian prison system,
however, has gained considerable
international scrutiny, especially as
detention rates have skyrocketed
recently and political prisoners have
come to make up almost eight percent
of Colombia’s total prison population.
Numbering 10,000, they are labour,
Indigenous, and human rights activists
targeted for their political involve-
ment and often victimised through
blatantly false accusations. Political
prisoners also include captured guer-
rilla insurgents.

With prisons serving as a tool of
repression directed at political dis-
senters, observers see Colombia’s
prison situation as a fit topic for peace
negotiators, especially if social justice
is on the agenda. Prisoner rebellions
in 21 prisons beginning on August
2 strengthen that case. Prisoners are
engaged in hunger strikes, defying
prison routines, and hanging them-
selves outside prison windows. A
nationwide mobilisation of prisoners,
their families, and supporters set for
September 28 in Bogota will bring
attention to the prison issue.

Striking prisoners are demanding
establishment of a “National Board of
Consultation” that includes prisoner
representatives, declaration of a social
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and humanitarian emergency in jails,
relocation of prisoners to prisons near
their homes, reduction of sentences,
use of alternative sentencing, an end
to overcrowding, improved health care
and sanitation, and an end to extradi-
tions to foreign countries.

Prison hunger strikes occurred
in April and May of 2012. Prisoner
mobilisations are an old story in
Colombian jails, and ongoing abuse
and violation of prisoner rights have
long been documented by Colombian
and international prisoner solidarity
groups. Such reports have recently
gained new currency with stories
cropping up of prisoner deaths due
to lack of medical care, prisoners dis-
covered to be harbouring tuberculosis,
and prisoner suicides.

The record is of generalised lack
of sanitary facilities, serious shortages
of water for drinking and personal
hygiene, faccal contamination of food,
and filthy kitchens and living quarters.
Above all else, prisoners resent isola-
tion from families and friends due to
long distances between prisons and
homes and families’ inability to pay
for transportation.

One-third of prisoners have never
been tried. Lawyers are often unable
to confer with their clients. Prisoners
report physical and mental torture.
Political prisoners are often housed
with jailed former paramilitaries, their
former enemies.

Doubling of the prison popula-
tion after 2002 has led to severe
overcrowding. Beginning in 2000,
16 new prisons were built with US
funding, and soon Colombian prisons
could accommodate 78,000 prisoners.
Yet the current prison population is
estimated at 130,000.

For English-language readers, the
Alliance for Global Justice website
www.afgi.org includes a compendium
of information on prisoners’ misery.
It documents US support for what
apologists call Colombia’s “new
penitentiary culture”. In addition to
new prisons, the US government sup-
plied experts to redesign maximum
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security prisons and provide advice
and oversight. Build-up of prison
capabilities came as part of US Plan
Colombia, the multi-billion-dollar aid
package aimed at support for military
and police operations in Colombia.

There is, however, the sobering
realisation that whatever concern
prisoner suffering evokes today, it’s
an old story. “You don’t have to look
for a hell anywhere else, because hell
is here,” UN human rights official
Anders Kompass told a press confer-
ence after surveying Colombian pris-
ons in 2001. His report condemning
overcrowding, filth, and incarcerations
without benefit of sentencing rings
true now.

Colombia’s prison problem
thus shares longevity with other
Colombian social disasters like
inequalities in wealth and land own-
ership and terror imposed through
murders, disappearances, displace-
ment from land, judicial montages,
and militarisation. Persistence of
them all, prison troubles included,
seem to validate their status as fixtures
within the institutional framework of
Colombian society. That consideration
alone is a big factor pushing those
negotiating peace with justice to take
up the prison issue.

People’s World &

Two Colombian soldiers patrol outside the high-security Combita prison in
Boyacd, Colombia.

Despite austerity, right-centre
prevails in Dutch elections

Emile Schepers

After a campaign in which polls
suggested that the left-wing
Socialist Party might pull off an
upset, the legislative elections in
the Netherlands left a probable
right-centre coalition in control.
However, one piece of good news is
that the anti-immigrant ultra-right
took a beating.

Results for the election to
the 150-member lower house of
Parliament, the Tweede Kamer der
Staten-Generaal (Second Chamber
of the States-General), which was
based on proportional representa-
tion, showed that Prime Minister
Mark Rutte’s conservative VVD
(Party for Freedom and Democracy,
“Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en
Democratie”) will have 41 seats as
opposed to 31 in the last election,
while Diederick Samsom’s social
democratic centrist Labour Party
(Party of Labor, “Partij van de
Arbeid”) will have 39 as opposed to
their previous 20.

As the two largest parties in a
chamber in which no single party
will have a majority, it seems likely
that the VVD and Labour will form
a coalition government. Both of
them are supportive of maintaining
the European Union and the Euro
currency, but Labour has been more
interested than VVD in preserv-
ing the social safety net and also
in giving some slack to the poorer
European countries, such as Greece,
Portugal, Ireland, Spain and Italy
that are currently forced to imple-
ment harsh austerity programs in
exchange for financial support from
the rest of Europe.

How such a coalition can work
is yet to be seen.

Beyond the two major vote

getters, the big news was, first,
that the ultra-right wing, stridently
nationalist and anti-immigrant
Freedom Party (“Partij voor
Vrijheid”) of populist-nationalist
demagogue Geert Wilders took a
big hit. In the outgoing parliament,
they had 24 seats; now they will
have only 15.

Christian Democratic Appeal
(“Christen Democratisch Appel”),

a once powerful conservative party
based in the Catholic and Protestant
Churches, which had been a junior
member in Rutte’s outgoing gov-
ernment, ended up with only 13
seats, as opposed to 21 in the previ-
ous elections. This probably leaves
them out of any coalition.

Democrats-66, another centrist
party, picked up 2 seats, going from
10 in the last chamber to 12.

On the left, the Socialist Party
had been originally expected to
advance but in fact did little more
than hold its own, maintaining
its 15 seats. The Socialist Party
is a former Maoist group that has
moved away from extreme posi-
tions and in Dutch politics toward
left social democratic positions.
The original Communist Party of
the Netherlands has undergone a
series of mergers with Greens and
others, which have produced the
“Groenlinks” (GreenLeft) Party,
will have 3 seats in the new cham-
ber as opposed to 10 before, a big
loss. The New Communist Party of
the Netherlands, which is a party
with a more traditional communist
position, did not run candidates.

A number of other small-scale
parties split the rest of the vote.

The election was called early
because of restiveness by the Dutch
public in response to an economic
slump and the neo-liberal, austerity

policies of Rutte’s government. The
final straw was the withdrawal of
support for the government on the
part of Wilders’ Freedom Party,
which had not been formally in coa-
lition with Rutte but had supported
his measures “from the outside” up
to then, on the austerity issue. Rutte
presented his government’s resig-
nation to the head of state, Queen
Beatrix, in April, but stayed on as
caretaker prime minister; he will
now continue in the post.

For a number of weeks, it
appeared from polling data that the
Socialist Party, which is critical of
the European Union and Euro cur-
rency “from the left,” i.e. objecting
principally to the austerity pro-
grams, would upset the applecart,
but the Socialist surge in the polls
did not pan out on election day. The
Freedom Party opposed European
integration “from the right,”
complaining about the wealthy
Netherlands having to bail out the
poorer nations.

The Netherlands is just one of
a number of European countries
in which disquiet with the way the
structures of European integration
have been working has been high
but has not been fully reflected in
election results.

In spite of the widespread
criticisms of the European Union,
the European Central Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and
their policies, voters are perhaps
staying with “the devil they know”
rather than risking the breakdown
of existing relationships and being
forced to set out in completely
new directions not yet clearly
understood.

People’s World &
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The state of the world
- what can be done?

Unfortunately, humanity faces big
global challenges. Our assault on
the fragile ecology of the earth is
unrelenting. In Australia, Koalas
are endangered from forest
destruction, habitat fragmentation,
dogs, cats and cars. Tasmanian
Devils are threatened with extinc-
tion, from disease and loss of
habitat. The Tarkine wilderness
is at risk from mining operations
and the Kimberley wildernesses
from gas extraction projects. Clear
felling of our precious native
forests goes on, resulting in the
loss of more native animal species.
Such logging practices pushing
Leadbeaters Possums to the brink
of extinction. The Great Barrier
Reef is in dire in jeopardy from
ports and shipping developments
associated to coal and gas.

And in the world at large, we
are overusing the earth’s limited
resources. Our oceans are polluted and
over-fished. Land clearing is creating
deserts and droughts. The Amazon
and other rainforests are being
destroyed along with the habitat of the
wondrous wildlife there. Orangutans
are in danger of extinction due to log-
ging rapidly destroying their forest
and from the pet trade. Tigers and
Rhinos are threatened by poaching.

Millions of people die in brutal
wars and cruel repression, millions
more live in hunger and poverty,
human, civil, and political rights are
abused throughout the world. The
arms trade continues its deadly, but
profitable business.

Military budgets expand, while
health and welfare spending remains
static or is cut back. Major nations
still possess massive stockpiles of
nuclear weapons and carry on using
unsafe nuclear power. Aid to poor
countries decreases. Climate change
goes inexorably on.

Our demands on the planet are
excessive and the viability of life
on earth is at stake. Since 1966, the
human demand on the planet’s natural
resources has doubled. These days we
are using the equivalent of 1.5 planets
to support our way of life and other
human activities. And Australia’s con-
sumption of natural resources is even
higher, if the rest of the world lived

like us, humanity would need nearly
four planets to continue to survive.
Clearly, this depletion of the earth’s
finite resources is unsustainable and
we cannot keep going on in this way.

What can one do in the face of
such dire news? Those of us in the
older generation if we still have our
health and spare time can play a vital
part in changing the present situation.
We must go on struggling, there’s
no other way. We must actively par-
ticipate in making our society more
democratic, so that governments and
business understand and adhere to the
wishes of the community on these
crucial environmental issues.

The only thing to do is con-
tinue to go on striving for a better,
healthier, saner, safer, sustainable
world. Learning to live simply, so we
can all simply live a decent life. The
choice is really stark and the renew-
able alternative is viable. For the sake
of our children and their children’s
future and for all living things on
earth we need to educate, encourage
and act now. The crux of the matter
is that the fate of the world is too
important to leave to a few powerful
people and corporations to manage.
So, let’s not get depressed about the
state of the world, but get focused and
active. Together we really can make
a difference.

Steven Katsineris
Vie
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Lethal guns
in our parks

On June 27 a bill (the Game and
Feral Animal Control Amendment
Bill 2012) was assented by NSW
parliament making it legal for
recreational hunters to enter the
state’s national parks.

The Shooters and Fishers Party
shared a balance of power in the upper
house over the government’s much
wanted electricity privatisation bill.
In a bargaining strategy the Shooters
and Fishers Party refused to pass the
bill unless they were permitted to hunt
in our National Parks. The govern-
ment broke their promise, allowing
amendments to the Game and Feral
Control Act, giving the shooters what
they wanted.

There are 779 National Parks in
NSW. Of these, 731 will be open to
recreational hunting. While it is being
sold as “pest control” it is simply pay
back: game hunting, green-washed to

introduce a lethal, gun-tolerant change
of culture to our state.

The real reason they want right of
entry into our National Parks is so rec-
reational shooters can access greater
areas of NSW for hunting. There is
no guarantee from the Shooters and
Fishers Party that they will respect
our National Parks, our native flora
and fauna. To the contrary — they want
access at any cost.

To add insult to injury, the Game
Council’s website proudly announces,
“Bowhunting will take place in
declared areas and potentially in addi-
tional areas of public land where hunt-
ing with a firearm has been excluded
from the written permission.”

There will be no areas of safety
left for our wildlife. Where will this
end?

Leanne Taylor

General Manager

Wildlife Information, Rescue
and Education Service

Rob Gow!
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The
failure of
prohibition

Once again, a respected think tank has
issued a report recommending the decrimi-
nalisation of cannabis and ecstasy use. And
once again it has been greeted with shrill
squeals of shock and horror by people who
haven’t bothered to study the subject and
by smug assurances that it’s “not gonna
happen” from the Religious Right.

More years ago than I care to remember,
when this paper was called The Socialist and
the party was the SPA, I wrote a Culture & Life
column advocating the decriminalising of pot
(ecstasy had hardly been heard of then). It got
much the same reaction as this latest proposal.
Older Comrades had a knee-jerk reaction along
the lines of “drugs bad, ban them, punish users,
that’1l solve it”, while younger Comrades
thought the idea was simply common sense but
doubted (correctly, as it turned out) that the Party
would have the nerve to support such a proposal.

There was one significant difference between
my proposal and that now being advanced by
the not-for-profit think tank Australia21: theirs
is a proposal based on private enterprise, with
trade in cannabis “controlled through taxation,
with growers and sellers subject to ‘hard-to-
get but easy-to-lose licences’ for cultivation
and wholesale and retail supply”. Mine was
for a nationalised industry, with all stages of
operation — from cultivation to wholesaling,
packaging to retailing — under the exclusive
control of a government authority specifically
established for that purpose. There was no
private profit involved.

Both proposals recognise two very salient
facts: the necessity of breaking the nexus

between recreational drugs and organised crime,
and the futility of prohibition as a strategy for
controlling drugs. In fact, prohibition has been
such an unqualified and spectacular failure over
the last 100 years that it is baffling to think of
reasons why people would still advocate it. The
answer seems to lie in the combined power of
ignorance and religion.

The Religious Right, secure in their
simplistic belief that drug trafficking is the work
of a mythical figure of evil called “the Devil”,
find it comforting to promote the concept of a
society that is constantly at war with “the forces
of evil”. It obviates any need to seriously analyse
why people might choose to seek solace from
the vicissitudes of life in drug and alcohol abuse.

Prohibition was most famously tried in the
USA in the 1920s. The laws banning alcohol
were opposed by so many people that even those
who supported the laws’ intentions considered
them unworkable. Millions of otherwise law-
abiding citizens colluded in breaking the law
on possession or use of alcohol. It was seen
as a “victimless” crime, and consequently
harmless. But in the absence of a legal trade in
alcohol, organised crime (backed by “legitimate”
business interests who were loathe to forgo any
opportunity for a decent profit) quickly stepped
in to meet a perceived need.

Prohibition provided opportunities and a
cover for organised crime to such an extent that
gangsterism became entrenched in the US. The
legal system, both police and judiciary, became
fundamentally corrupted and it became so
acceptable to use “black money” for business
purposes that the practice continues today.

Prohibition ended when the American voters
threw out the Republicans and elected Franklin
D Roosevelt and the Democrats in 1932. Even
then, several US states retained prohibition,
to the joy of their local moonshiners and
other criminal elements. But the US was not
the only country that tried to control alcohol
through prohibition. The USSR also tried it in
the early 1920s. The result was not quite the
same however.

With no capitalists able to make large sums
of money by breaking the law, the trade in
bootleg liquor in the Soviet Union was largely
restricted to what the peasants could brew up in
their bath-tubs, and was more of a health hazard
than a threat to the economy. Nevertheless, the
young Soviet State very soon turned away from
prohibition and its attendant negative features
and reintroduced legal alcohol — as a useful
State monopoly.

Elsewhere, prohibition survives in some
deeply religious but extremely corrupt
countries such as India and Saudi Arabia. In
India, bootlegging is popular and routine, and
contributes to the corruption of police and
officialdom, as well as supporting the murderous
rural landlords’ gangs that are the backbone of
the Congress Party. In Saudi Arabia, of course,
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alcohol is readily available to those with money.
The prohibition laws are only there to help keep
the common people in line.

Removing popular recreational drugs from
this farcical system of “control”, can remove
these major sources of profit from the drug kings
and crime bosses. They will still have the “hard
drugs”, the habit-forming heroin, cocaine, etc.
But they will have been deprived of control over
the lucrative trade in the popular “soft” drugs
like pot and ecstasy. Most users of these drugs
do not go on to use heroine or cocaine. With
ecstasy and cannabis readily available (under
these proposed schemes) through chemists

and public hospitals, the market for smuggled
consignments of these same drugs would dry
up overnight.

So would the opportunities for getting police
to turn a blind eye to the “victimless crime” of
trading in cannabis or ecstasy. And that in turn
would remove a major source of corruption.

Can we expect the think-tank’s proposal to
be acted on? Not any time soon, I suspect. Being
“tough on drugs” regardless of effectiveness or
common sense is a trade-mark of right-wing
politicians from both sides of the House. But
it is time people started thinking about it and
talking about it. &
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Sunday 23 September —
Saturday 29 September

rish dancing, the style of folk

dancing that achieved sensa-
tional world-wide “hit” status with the
success on television of Riverdance,
has always appeared overshadowed in
Australia by the popularity at eistedd-
fods of its cousin, Scottish dancing.
But appearances were apparently
deceptive, with Irish dancing being
sufficiently popular in Australia that
local youngsters have not only com-
peted at the World Championships,
they have even won them!

Irish dancing is so popular here
in fact that the ACTF (the Australian
Children’s Television and Film
Foundation) commissioned a ten-part
observational documentary/reality
series on competitive Irish dancing
in Australia called Dancing Down
Under. The series was sold to Irish
broadcaster TG4 and to the ABC,
which ran it here a few months ago.

Narrated by Josh Thomas,
Dancing Down Under followed four
Australian kids — Ceili, Thommy,
Brent and Carina — as they com-
peted at the Australian National Irish
Dancing Championships in 2010.
Their shared dream was to qualify
to compete in the 2011 World Irish
Dancing Championships in Dublin.
Despite a dramatic series of triumphs
and disappointments, all four dancers
got to travel to Ireland to compete in
the 2011 “World’s” and dance on the
world stage.

The previous year’s World
Championships were held in Glasgow,
and drew 3,000 dancers, their teachers

and families from all over. Apparently
hoping to build on the popularity of
Dancing Down Under, the ABC’s
documentary in this week’s Sunday
Best slot is the earlier film of those
2010 “World’s”, with the slightly con-
descending title Jig (ABC2 Sunday
September 23 at 8.30pm).

Apparently unaware that the ABC
has only recently run a ten-part series
on the subject, the publicity sheet
issued by ABC television prattles
on about how “this feature length
documentary was given access for
the very first time to the little known
world of competitive Irish Dancing”.

That gaffe aside, this is a film for
anyone who likes folk dancing or the
innate drama of a host of people all
striving for excellence in a competi-
tion that is by turns colourful, tearful,
charming and nail-biting. The high-
stepping boys are the ones to watch,
but they have a hard time compet-
ing for attention against the girls’
elaborate wigs, ruinously expensive
costumes, diamantes and fake tans.
But it is the skill of the dancing that
gets you in the end.

he contests on reality TV

shows have become truly
absurd. This week sees the start of
the new series of The Restaurant
(ABC1 Wednesdays at 6.00pm from
September 26). The gimmick with
this show is that the nine competing
couples are vying to go into busi-
ness with “award-winning chef and
restaurateur Raymond Blanc”. But
surely being able to cook is not the
only requirement one would look for
in a business partner, even a business
partner in a restaurant?

The whole project seems designed
to promote Raymond Blanc. But,
then this is the third series of The
Restaurant, so what do I know?

fyou go into Bunnings (or any

other large retail outlet these
days) and ask for something that
requires the person serving you to
seek advice from an expert, they do
not call for a staff member to assist
you. No, the loud speaker summons a
“team member” to come to your aid.
This is because the corporate gurus

who advise big companies on how
to minimise the influence of unions
tell those companies to use a “new-
speak” language in which there are
no “workers” and “bosses” (or even
employees and employers) but only
“team members”. It’s a variation of
the Accord approach, with bosses and
workers all sharing the same “cake”,
being part of the same “team”.

As part of the process of get-
ting your workers to identify with
“their team” instead of with their
class, workers (including lower level
management types) are sent on “team
building exercises” which allegedly
reveal who has “leadership potential”.
So office workers or laboratory staff
find themselves being sent white water
rafting or dropped into an isolated
Kimberley ravine for a gruelling week
of “adventure, conflict and drama”,
and if they think their boss is taking
liberties by forcing them to do this,
well, they are welcome to look for
another job, aren’t they?

The ABC is promoting this corpo-
rate teambuilding (essentially a form
of anti-union agitation) with a noxious
series made by Essential Media,
Do Or Die (ABC2 Wednesdays at
8.30pm).

ardening is not normally a

topic that would draw com-
ment from this column (although I
have touched on it occasionally in
the past), but Gardening Australia
this week is subtitled Connection
To Country (ABC1 Saturday
September 29 at 6.30pm) and as the
name suggests deals with instances
showing how Indigenous Australians
are connected to the land.

The show’s host, Costa Georgiadis
(he of the extravagant beard), is
joined by regular presenters Clarence
Slockee and Josh Byrne as they visit
places and people in the Top End to
see some self-help initiatives that are
trying to make a difference in the face
of government neglect and paucity
of funding.

In Katherine, Costa and Clarence
visit a pre-school that has requested
help to build a sensory garden for
the kids to explore. Then they visit

John Whitehurst in Jig (ABC2 Sunday September 23 at 8.30pm).

a farm on the outskirts of Katherine
which, despite a climate one would
have thought inimical to the idea, is
successfully growing fresh food — and
with it, jobs and skills for the com-
munity as well as a future.

Josh visits a school in the remote
Kimberley town of Looma that has
remarkably integrated gardening into
the canteen and the classroom, while
Costa and Clarence meanwhile travel

to King Valley where women elders
have planted a garden to pass on
knowledge and culture and simulta-
neously strengthen their community.

The items are only briefly cov-
ered, of course: this is only a half-
hour series, after all. There is scope
here however for a more extensive
documentary on this theme of self-
reliance in the face of indifference
and “intervention”. &
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The failed nuclear industry

Richard Titelius

On a cold wet night in Perth on September
4, 40 people attended the Uniting Church’s
Queens Building to see presentations by two
well known anti-nuclear activists on their
visits to the vicinity of two nuclear reactor
sites which had experienced reactor failure.

The first was Greens Senator Scott Ludlam
who in July, at the invitation of the Japanese
Greens Party, spent time meeting with officials
from the Party and other anti-nuclear activist
groups. Their call to Senator Ludlam was no
accident in the shadow of the catastrophe at
Fukushima, as the uranium ore used to power
the plant came from two mines in Australia — the
Ranger Mine near Kakadu National Park and the
Olympic Dam mine in central South Australia.

Ludlam commenced his presentation by
reminding the meeting that although the earth-
quake and tsunami were natural disasters, the
eastern coast of Japan, in close proximity to a
fault line, is a terrible place to build a nuclear
reactor.

For these reasons stated Ludlam, “The
National Diet of Japan Nuclear Accident
Independent Investigation Commission, in its
Executive Summary of a report released on
July 5, 2012, acknowledged it was a profoundly
man-made disaster that could have and should
have been foreseen and prevented.”

This disaster led to a tsunami of 14 metres,
easily overcoming the sea wall half that height
and in places reaching up to 8-10 kilometres
inland. While the power company TEPCO’s
emergency response to the earthquake was to
shutdown the reactor, it still needed a power
station to supply electricity to take out 60 mega-
watts of heat. This power was not available and
this led to a failure of the reactor. This in turn
led to the fires which resulted in the release of
large amounts of radioactive material into the
atmosphere as well as possible cracks in the
pipes supplying the coolant.

The initial exclusion zone was 20 kilo-
metres, this was later reduced to 10 kilometres,
although it will be contaminated for several
hundred years.

As a consequence many people carry around
their own personal radiation counters, there are
public facilities to allow for the regular screening
of the body for any tumours or illnesses which
may occur, and shops carry signs for their fresh
produce indicating that it has been certified as
being within safe levels of radiation.

One big park has had top soil stripped from
the ground and the bark of trees sandblasted
so that children can once again play in it. The
exposure to radiation is being weighed against
the harm that would otherwise occur in children
from vitamin D deficiencies, depression, obesity
and lack of fresh air and exercise.

Japan’s previous unquestioning support for
the need for nuclear power has also suffered a

meltdown as a consequence of the conduct of
the corporations which run the nuclear facilities,
the bureaucracies which supposedly regulate
and oversee their operation and the national
government which has let down the Japanese
people badly.

Senator Ludlam said that many people
believe, “A nuclear mafia runs Japan energy
industry and that their government has been
complicit by corruptly accepting assurances
that the industry can regulate itself.” As a con-
sequence concluded Ludlam, “The people in
Japan have risen above their normal acceptance
of authoritarian rule and are starting to question
their rulers in a big way with massive public
rallies of tens of thousands and growing since
the Diet report’s release in July.

“This questioning has been aided in no small
way by Japan’s taste for having a complete shut-
down of their nuclear industry for two months
and conversion to gas to meet any shortfall in
energy demand.”

Chernobyl, 26 years on

In August 2012, former Greens and Nuclear
Disarmament Party Senator Jo Vallentine
returned from a visit to sites in Russia and
neighbouring Belarus that witnessed the horrors
of the fallout from the only other Level 7 nuclear
catastrophe that the world has seen — Chernobyl.

In Novozybkov, which is 175 kilometres
from the Chernobyl reactor in Ukraine, she met
with members of a community environment
group called Viola. It has established community
education programs to help people in radiation
affected areas live with its effects.

Like their counterparts in Fukushima, these
people are taught how to use radiation counters
to monitor radiation levels which can vary from
day to day and week to week. They attend clin-
ics to be tested, to monitor the health of new
born babies and check the safety of their food.

In the Russian town of Bryansk to the north
of Novozybkov she met with people who were
buying and doing up old dachas in the country-
side so that people could escape the sterility and
monotony of urban life and enjoy the activity,
fresh air and change of environment to be found
in a rural setting.

Mia Pepper, the tireless anti-uranium min-
ing activist from the Conservation Council of
Western Australia also spoke. She brought home
Australia’s role in the nuclear cycle. Australia is
one of the worlds leading exporters of uranium,
the raw material powering these potentially
lethal forms of energy generation.

Ms Pepper spoke of the decline in the popu-
larity of nuclear energy following the accident at
Fukushima and the rising costs of nuclear power
generation which were also proving a barrier
in many countries with the exception of China.

This had caused the suspension of the
Olympic Dam mine site in South Australia as
well as the Kintyre and Yeleerie Mine sites in
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the north east of Western Australia. The Toro
Energy mine in WA, 50 kilometres from the
town of Wiluna, is the only mine that has been
granted environmental approval by the WA
Liberal government of Premier Colin Barnett
and is awaiting federal environmental approval.
The residents of Wiluna have concerns
about the dust from the radioactive tailings
and leaching of radioactive material into their
groundwater. Also the overuse of their aquifers
for use by the mine. A recently released report
suggests there is only seven years of water
available for the mine which might not even
meet half its expected mining life.
To conclude proceedings there was a live
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SKYPE hook-up to Akira Kawazaki of the
Japanese anti-nuclear group, Peace Boat, who
spoke about the growing anti-nuclear move-
ment in Japan. It is pushing its government to
speed up and permanently phase out the nuclear
industry and to replace it with renewable energy.

He called on Australian anti-nuclear groups
to unite with Japanese activist groups on issues
of the mining and export of uranium and on
handling the tail end of the nuclear cycle, the
radioactive spent fuel. Kawazaki also empha-
sised the need for energy conservation as well as
the long-term target of increasing the develop-
ment and use of renewable energy. @&

MARIELA CASTRO in SYDNEY

Sexual, gender and women’s rights in CUBA today

6:15pm to 8:30pm Tuesday, October 16
Eastern Avenue Auditorium, University of Sydney

Mariela Castro Espin, director of Cuba’s National Centre for Sex Education (CENESEX), will give a public lecture on sexual, gender
and women’s rights in Cuba today. A well-known activist for LGBT rights and a strong defender of Cuba’s socialist system, Mariela
will be visiting Australia in October 2012 as an invited guest of the Australian Government, to participate in two sexual health
conferences to be held in Melbourne. In addition to delivering a guest lecture at the University of Sydney, she will also travel to
Canberra. The daughter of Cuban President Raul Castro and the late Vilma Espin, founder of the Federation of Cuban Women
(which set up CENESEX), Mariela has led campaigns against homophobia and for the acceptance of homosexuality, bisexuality,
trans-vestism, and trans-sexualism. She helped push through a 2008 law which gives transgendered persons access to free sex
change operations and campaigns for same sex unions and same sex marriage.

YES, | CAN!

Aboriginal Adult Literacy Campaign at Wilcannia, NSW

José Manuel Leblanch (‘Chala’)

Cuban technical advisor to the project will speak
Saturday 22 September
First Floor, CFMEU Building 12 Railway Street, Lidcombe (Sydney)

Tea & coffee provided  Entry $20/$10
Enquiries: Hannah on 0418 668 098

Sydney
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