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BHP Billiton’s announcement that it was 
shelving its Olympic Dam uranium and 
copper project has prompted some deep 
thinking and sweeping assessments in 
government circles. Federal Resources 
Minister Martin Ferguson used the occasion 
to declare the once celebrated, economy 
saving boom is “over”. Others said there 
never was a mining boom. Treasurer Wayne 
Swan had a different take altogether. “The 
mining boom is perhaps better understood as 
a series of booms – a boom in prices, a boom 
in investments and a boom in exports,” he 
told the media. Whatever the offi cial opinion 
of the health or existence of the “boom”, 
there is unanimity on what needs to be done 
on both sides of parliament. Workers must 
tighten their belts and governments must 
keep bending over backwards to attract and 
keep transnational corporations’ interest in 
Australia.

Predictably, the Coalition pounced on BHP 
Billiton’s change of heart to attack the federal 
government’s Mineral Resource Rent Tax and 
carbon tax. Though BHP Billiton chief Marius 
Kloppers ruled these out as considerations in 
the shelving of the $30 billion Olympic Dam 
project in South Australia (the taxes don’t apply 
to uranium or copper), Tony Abbott could be 
relied upon to argue that no big business should 
be subjected to these lightweight imposts. He 
quotes BHP chair Jack Nasser who claimed 
investors are nervous about Australia because 
of its changing tax arrangements. It is unlikely 
the opposition leader or Jack Nasser lose any 
sleep over Australia’s tax regime. Corporate 
taxes have been heading sharply downwards for 
over a decade and the government is committed 
to keep them going that way.

Grim realities
On this occasion, the former “big Australian” 

mining company has revealed part of the truth. 
Prices for resource commodities on international 
markets have “gone off” to varying degrees. 
The high exchange rate for the Australian 
dollar is not helping matters. The capitalist 
crisis dragging the US and European economies 
down is causing a slowdown in Chinese output. 
Growth in demand for Australian resources has 
eased. The shine has gone off uranium following 

the disaster at Fukushima in Japan. BHP Billion 
announced it was also delaying the $20 billion 
Outer Harbour project at Port Hedland in WA. A 
number of other transnationals’ resource projects 
around the country have been put on ice.

The government is left to consider what 
might happen now that the economy has been 
restructured along global neo-liberal lines and 
turned into a “one trick pony”. Some are hoping 
the crunch can be delayed until sometime in 
the future. Workplace Relations Minister Bill 
Shorten is in this camp. “I don’t think the 
contribution that mining is going to make in jobs 
and economic output for Australia has peaked 
at all,” he told the media. “My department is 
projecting that there’ll be another 100,000 jobs 
created in mining over the next fi ve years.” 
Trade Minister Craig Emerson claims the boom 
is “not even half way through.”

South Australian Premier Jay Weatherill is 
also doing his best to sound optimistic in the 
light of the Olympic Dam decision. Though his 
predecessor Mike Rann signed a shamefully 
generous indenture agreement with BHP Billiton 
in December last year, it wasn’t enough to satisfy 
international capital. BHP may use the current 
unsettling situation to press for the bending of 
the environmental rules to allow for the speedy 
introduction of the notorious acid leeching 
extraction method at the site.

Weatherill has said that the future for the 
struggling state economy may well rely on 
“niche manufacturing”, which in recent times 
has meant military industries concentrated 
at the Techport industry hub near Port 
Adelaide. Traditional manufacturing, such 
as vehicle building, has been sacrifi ced by 
successive federal governments because the 
big manufacturers involved have other plans 
to achieve bigger profi ts elsewhere. There is 
real fear that Holden may wind up production 
at Elizabeth in 2016.

Future at stake
Australian governments are trapped. 

Their long-standing commitment to capitalist 
globalisation means they are bound to deliver 
more of the same to the Australian people: 
cuts to services, the loss of public sector jobs, 
privatisation and attacks on the wages and 
conditions of workers. Santos chief executive 
has asked a provocative question to readers of 
The Australian Financial Review. “There is a 

real cost challenge you have to get on top of. 
Where are we going to get the next $100 billion 
in investment?”

The use of the term “we” can be discounted. 
The warning is to Australian workers (you) 
that wages and conditions are in the corporate 
crosshairs. “Flexibility” is the buzzword 
being bandied about in Australian parliaments 
when speaking of industrial relations. Tony 
Abbott is being more frank than most. He 
says the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission should be resurrected to step up the 
campaign against workers in the mining sector. 
He omits to mention its functions survive largely 
intact in a special agency within the Gillard 
Government’s Fair Work Australia bureaucracy. 
But the sentiment is clear, Abbott will step up 
the anti-union assault even further than Gillard 
to deliver the conditions transnational investors 
want.

Lost in all of these events and threatened 

changes are the wishes and needs of the 
Australian people. They don’t want a future 
dependent on exports of uranium to countries 
like the US where they enable the production of 
nuclear weapons and depleted uranium shells. 
They don’t want the wishes of the Aboriginal 
people ignored or the environment sacrifi ced 
to boost the bottom line of transnational 
corporations. They don’t want to have to beg 
profi t-bloated transnationals to make a suitable 
tax contribution out of the fortunes still being 
made out of resources that rightfully belong 
to the whole people. They want a sustainable, 
pro-people economy.

The struggle to overcome capitalism and 
start down the road to socialism will be a long 
one in Australia. The fi rst step has to be the 
building of the greatest understanding of what 
is in store for Australian workers, the strongest 
unity and most determined resistance to strike 
down the neo-liberal agenda. 

12page
Venezuela 

today – great 
achievements, 
grave threats



2 The Guardian
August 29 2012

 The Guardian
Issue 1562 August 29, 2012

PRESS FUND
It was great news to hear about the new solar energy plants on 
the Pacific Islands of Tonga and Tokalau. The Tonga plant will 
provide 50 percent of the island’s power by 2018; on Tokalau the 
plant’s cost will be recouped in diesel fuel savings over one year. 
In contrast, what a tragedy it is that many Pacific Islands will be 
engulfed by the sea because of climate change. Australia hasn’t 
yet accepted the plea from some of their residents to migrate here. 
We’ll keep you posted, but in the meantime we’d really appreciate 
your help by way of contributions to the Press Fund for the next 
issue. Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
JR Allen $5, CPA Central Sydney Branch Guardian tin $162.95, 
James Kiek $20, Mark Mannion $10, “Round Figure” $17.05, 
JF and A Warren $80.
This week’s total $190 Progressive total: $6,970

Entrenching disadvantage
The gap between unemployment benefi ts (Newstart a) and other 

government payments and workers’ wages has widened considerably 
over the past two decades. The present single Newstart base pay-
ment is $245 per week or $35 per day. The minimum wage, which 
is considered to be a safety net, is $606.40. The dole is less than half 
this amount – 45 percent – of what is considered to be the minimum 
required for basic living expenses. The gap has also widened between 
Newstart and other government payments.

For example, since 1997, Newstart has fallen from 91 percent of 
the Aged Pension (in 1997) to 65 percent. The current payment is 
more than $130 below the poverty line. The gap continues to widen 
as the half-yearly increases in Newstart are based on changes in the 
consumer price index and those of the aged pension in line with rises 
in average male earnings. At present the aged pension is rising at 
twice the rate of the Newstart payment.

At the instigation of the Greens, the Senate is holding an inquiry 
into the payments system. The Greens are demanding an immediate 
increase of $50 per week in the benefi t and improvements in infra-
structure and other services for the unemployed. But not everyone 
appearing before the inquiry is seeking an increase in the payment 
or improvements to the system.

ANZ CEO Mike Smith, for example, claims higher welfare pay-
ments would make labour less mobile. “… the welfare net in Australia 
did not give people an incentive to move,” Smith said. Whereas lower 
payments would see the unemployed fl ock to mining operations in 
remote Western Australia and Queensland. Smith claims that would 
ease labour shortages and provide mining corporations with a source 
of cheaper labour and so make Australia more competitive on inter-
national markets (meaning higher profi ts). For Smith, whose pay 
package last year was $14 million, $35 is only a fraction of what he 
spends on one bottle of wine (wine is one of his hobbies).

As various social welfare, community and trade union organisa-
tions have pointed out, slashing the dole will not fi nd people jobs. 
Inadequate support forces already vulnerable people into deeper 
poverty, “entrenching their disadvantage and making it more diffi cult 
for them to get a job,” national director of UnitingCare (Tasmania) 
Lin Hatfi eld Dodds said.

According to the OECD, any increase in base rate from $245 a 
week will have “the distinct disadvantage of reducing employment 
incentives, especially for those who can only obtain low-paying em-
ployment.” The implication is that the 550,000 people on Newstart 
are there by choice.

If starvation rates were an “incentive” to work, then how much 
lower than $35 a day would it have to go! More than 60 percent 
of Newstart recipients are long-term unemployed, many relying on 
charities and family and friends for survival. More than 25 percent 
are over 50.

Cutting Newstart is part of the process of winding back the 
“welfare state”, of governments abdicating their responsibility for 
the wellbeing of society. Apart from reducing government spending, 
balancing budgets and funding future corporate tax cuts, lower un-
employment benefi ts provide the conditions for employers to instil 
fear in workers and force them to accept lower wages and working 
conditions or face destitution.

It also diverts attention from the causes of unemployment  – capi-
talism – and the failure of governments to take any serious measures 
to reduce unemployment. The government looks on as manufacturing 
jobs continue to go up in smoke, trusting the “markets” to fi nd the 
“right balance”. Employment and workplace relations minister Bill 
Shorten believes Labor has “got the balance about right particularly 
when delivering a surplus and continuing our strong economic man-
agement.” But the budget surplus is running into trouble and the 
government’s concept of “strong economic management” is limited 
to budget cuts, in particular to slashing social welfare, sacking public 
servants and privatisation.

The government should be taking strong measures to rebuild the 
manufacturing sector, to expand the public sector and plan the future 
direction and development of the Australian economy. Expand public 
transport, public housing, research and development of renewable 
energy sources and expand the public sector where services are in short 
supply. Remove the barriers to employment. Apart from job creation, 
improve services to the unemployed; abolish TAFE and university 
fees; increase income support for students and trainees; provide af-
fordable, quality child care places; and increase Newstart payments.

Cowper Street Victory
The Housing Action team standing 
in the September 8 local govern-
ment elections claimed a victory 
after all the Mayoral candidates, 
with the exception of current Lord 
Mayor Clover Moore, admitted 
that the Glebe Affordable Housing 
Project in Cowper Street has major 
defi ciencies.

“It’s a real breakthrough,” 
Housing Action team leader and 
Mayoral candidate Denis Doherty 
said. “After voting for this appalling 
project, the ALP and Liberals are now 
admitting that it has major problems.”

At the Meet the Candidates 
Forum at Glebe Public School on 
August 21, Linda Scott (ALP) 
declared that the development would 
be too high and would create parking 
problems. Edward Mandla (Liberal) 
said the project would be out of char-
acter with surrounding development. 

The Living Sydney candidate, Angela 
Vithoulkas, called the project a mess.

“Our Housing Action team 
believes that this breakthrough is 
due largely to our campaign and the 
work of the community action group, 
Hands off Glebe,” said Denis Doherty. 
“We are grateful to the Greens on 
Sydney City Council who consistently 
opposed the development.”

In June 2011 demolishers tore 
down 134 low rise public housing 
fl ats and ripped out 170 trees in a 
quiet back street in Glebe. Tenants 
were thrown out, and residents in 
surrounding terrace homes are fac-
ing overshadowing, loss of privacy, 
increased traffi c and reduced parking.

The plan is to rebuild some public 
housing in ten storey tower blocks on 
a small portion of the site and to sell 
most of the land for private develop-
ment which will include about 500 

units and 500 square metres of com-
mercial space.

Public tenants were moved out, 
mostly most unwillingly, and their 
community destroyed. Residents in 
surrounding terrace homes and units 
are protesting against the imminent 
overshadowing, loss of privacy, 
increased traffi c and reduced parking.

“Recent reports detail the housing 
crisis in Sydney, growing housing 
stress and the urgent need for afford-
able housing,” Denis Doherty said.

“However, Sydney City Council 
refuses to fi ght for the community 
against a heartless State government 
which does not even have a housing 
minister.

“The Housing Action team wants 
a fi ghting Council which will meet the 
crisis with real social and affordable 
housing,” Mr Doherty said. 

A well attended function was held in 
Brisbane for Carolus Wimmer with 
the Australian Solidarity with Latin 
America co-organising the function.

Carolus was well received and 
the support on what was a public 
holiday in Brisbane was tremendous. 
It was such a short visit of only 
23 hours but many firm friends 
were made for solidarity with 
the  Venezuelan working class. 
An exchange took place at a later 
dinner at the Full Moon Cafe 
overlooking beautiful Moreton Bay .

Many thanks to those who took part 
in the events.

Photos the performers, from 
Jumping Fences, The Orellana Sisters 
and Juan Zepeta.

The demolition of the Cowper Street Housing Dept buildings where approximately 300 people lived in 2011.

Cowper Street today where 300 people used to live.
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Peter Mac

I recently paced a hospital ward 
reading The Poverty of Power, 
Barry Commoner’s biting critique 
of US energy politics (see review 
below).

The hospital staff came from 
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, 
Nepal, the United States, England, 
Ireland, Italy, Greece, the former 
Czechoslovakia and Vietnam – and 
probably others. I appreciated their 
unfailingly cheerful care, but during 
recovery I gritted my teeth watching 
TV coverage of our treatment of that 
other multinational group, the asylum 
seekers who arrive here unannounced 
in leaky boats.

These desperate people, a tiny 
proportion of Australia’s total 
annual immigration intake, want 
to follow the example of others, to 
live peacefully and contribute their 
skills, energy, culture and creativity 
to the nation.

But they now face mandatory 
indefi nite off-shore detention, a cruel, 
unjust policy that won’t prevent their 
deaths at sea. Interviewed on TV 
recently, one asylum seeker detained 
in Indonesia said his children received 
no education at all. On that issue 
alone, they will still board the boats, 
seeking a brighter future for their kids.

As human rights advocate Julian 
Burnside has pointed out, in order 
to deter asylum seekers the govern-
ment would have to make detention 
even harsher than in Indonesia and 
Malaysia.

That’s unthinkable, yet it’s the 
logical outcome of the government 
and opposition’s policies. It’s now 
questionable whether the government 
will continue to provide education 
services, given its determination 
to punish the long-suffering “boat 
people”. 

And that’s not all. Under the 
Howard Government, rooms in the 
Nauru centre were suffocatingly 
overcrowded, with four people in 
each nine square metre room. But at 
least they had the run of the island. 

That’s not the way it looks 
now. The government report on the 
necessary Nauru works, which was 
presumably based on a brief of the 
government’s intentions, assumes 
that detainees will be confi ned to the 
detention centre, without free access 
to the rest of the island.

The report notes with regard to uti-
lising nine square metre rooms under 
the assumed conditions: “Experience  
… indicates that this [would create] 
increased client tensions quickly, 
resulting in non-compliant behaviour” 
(i.e. riots, suicides, self-harm).

Accordingly, the room sizes have 
been increased to 14 square metres, to 
accommodate two people. That’s bet-
ter, but it’s still considerably smaller 
than a two-person hospital ward, and 
in any case the proposed change isn’t 
for humane considerations, it’s to 
avoid the government being embar-
rassed by “non-compliant behaviour”.

It looks as though the new detain-
ees on Nauru will be penned up like 
battery chickens in the detention 
centre sites, just like they are on 
Christmas Island.  The proposed reuse 
of the Nauru centre isn’t just “tough”, 
it’s really vindictive.

Wrong site, wrong 
decision

The old detention centre build-
ings in Nauru are in appalling condi-
tion. The main site is now occupied 
by government offi ces, a primary 
school, a women’s shelter and the 
Nauru Rehabilitation Corporation 
offi ces and greenhouse. All these 
residents’ activities would have to 
be relocated.

Only one of the detention centre 
buildings remains in reasonable 
condition. Some have been removed 
and the remainder need extensive 
repairs. The electricity generator has 
been removed and the drinking water 
supply is inadequate.

Only 250 people could be accom-
modated after a minimum 12 weeks 
work, or 500 after fi ve months work, 
using skilled tradesmen brought in 
from Australia. 

The estimated cost of the works 
necessary to accommodate 600 people 
is nearly $240 million, and $435 mil-
lion for 1,500 people (i.e. $290,000 
per person). The works would take 
over four years to complete.

The government and opposition 
have spurned Burnside’s recommen-
dation that centres for processing 
asylum applications should be estab-
lished in the transit countries, with 
the government giving applicants a 
guarantee that successful applicants 
would be taken to Australia.

A similar and highly success-
ful scheme was adopted in the late 
1970s by former Prime Minister 
Malcolm Fraser, who has condemned 
the revived Nauru “Pacifi c solution”. 
If implemented, Burnside’s scheme 
would abruptly halt the boat passage 
trade, save lives, reinstate Australia’s 
human rights reputation and avoid 
the current gross waste of funds on 
off-shore processing.

But the two main parties aren’t 
interested. The solution to the asylum 
seeker predicament certainly doesn’t 
lie with them. 

Australia

A sickening policy

The Poverty of Power
By Barry Commoner
It may seem odd to review a book 
written 36 years ago. However, its 
message is just as important now 
as it was then, and is given striking 
urgency because of its author’s 
far-sighted and still-relevant 
recommendations.

Commoner was a biologist and 
professor of environmental sci-
ences. In The Poverty of Power he 
examines the impact of the laws of 
thermodynamics, which determine 
the relative effi ciency of different 
methods of generating and using 
energy.

He concludes that in the US 
the driving force behind that policy 
has been the profi t motive of the 
oil, petrochemical and nuclear 
power corporations, not energy 
effi ciency or the national interest, 
and that since WW2 successive 
US governments have helped these 
corporations transform transport, 
agriculture and other US industries 
in their own interests, and in many 
respects for the worse.

The book was written before 
the disasters at Long Island, 
Chernobyl and Fukushima, but 

his assessment of the hazards of 
nuclear reactors now resounds with 
signifi cance.

Commoner also examines the 
capital productivities of nuclear 
and fossil fuel energy, which are 
declining in comparison with that 
of renewable energy because of 
the law of diminishing returns. He 
explains:

“Every barrel of oil that is 
produced makes the production 
of the next barrel more diffi cult 
and more costly in invested capi-
tal; every new environmental and 
safety problem that is uncovered 
in a nuclear power plant makes the 
next one more complex and more 
demanding of capital.

“ …  In contrast the capture of 
solar energy can be continuously 
expanded with no decrease in capi-
tal productivity because the pro-
duction of one unit of solar energy 
in no way makes it more costly to 
produce the next.

“… unlike conventional 
energy sources, solar energy will 
not become progressively more 
demanding of capital as its use 
expands. What is more, as solar 
energy replaces conventional 
sources, the latter can be gradually 
phased out, thus reducing the most 
intense demand for capital in US 
industry.”

The latter sentence forms a 
rational but ironic conclusion. Had 
the US and other nations followed 
Commoner’s advice we would 
have been 36 years ahead in the 
battle to mitigate climate change, 
which wasn’t even a source of 
public concern when he wrote the 
book.

Commoner’s recurrent theme 
is that the use of energy in the 
US has been grossly ineffi cient 
because the major petroleum, pet-
rochemical, automotive and nucle-
ar power corporations used their 
power to eliminate more energy-
effi cient rivals, for example the 
highly effi cient electric tramways 
that existed in most US cities.

The corporations also jeopard-
ised public safety, particularly in 

developing the nuclear industry, 
and shackled farmers to the chemi-
cal industry in schemes that elimi-
nated crop diversity and infl icted 
vast environmental damage from 
pesticides and artifi cial fertilis-
ers. As Commoner explains, all of 
that relates to the crucial issue of 
energy effi ciency, often in surpris-
ing ways.

Since Commoner wrote his 
book, the US national debt (i.e. 
the cumulative amount successive 
governments have borrowed over 
decades) has soared beyond $11 
trillion. Much of this results from 
massive military spending and 
taxpayer-funded support for the 
nuclear industry and other major 
corporations.

In the fi nal chapters Commoner 
examines the exploitation of 
workers and the interminable US 
involvement in warfare. In an 
ominous portent of the later war 
in Iraq, he cites discussions by 
US politicians on the possibility 
of waging a Middle East war to 
secure oil supplies.

Commoner was not a com-
munist, but, as he admits in the 
book his conclusions concerning 
the exploitation of working people 
and the accumulation of capital 
coincide with those of Marx. He 
argued strongly against war and in 
favour of strict control of industrial 
development.

Regarding energy effi ciency he 
declared:

“… a rational, thermodynami-
cally sound energy system … is 
a social need, and it is hopeless 
to expect to build it on the basis 
of production decisions that yield 
commodities rather than solutions 
to essential tasks, that produce 
goods which are maximally profi t-
able rather than maximally useful, 
that accept as their fi nal test private 
profi t rather than social value”.

Commoner’s book is accessible 
through libraries. Readers may fi nd 
the sections on thermodynamic law 
and economics tough going, but 
with this book perseverance is well 
rewarded. 

Pete’s Corner

Book review by Peter Mac
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Kirstie Parker

The deadline for applications 
under the West Australian govern-
ment’s controversial Stolen Wages 
Reparation Scheme is looming, but 
the state’s peak Aboriginal legal 
body is calling for an extension.

The Aboriginal Legal Service of 
WA (ALSWA) says it has already 
lodged 230 applications for claimants 
but has more than another 100 under 
way, and is still being inundated with 
people seeking more information and 
assistance with their applications – 
just a fortnight before the September 
6 cut-off.

The scheme was established in 
March to make ex gratia payments 
of up to $2,000, as an expression of 
regret, to Aboriginal people whose 
wages or income were controlled by 
previous state governments.

Eligible to apply are people born 
before 1958 who can prove that they 
lived at a government Native Welfare 
Settlement and were subject to income 
control, where Aboriginal people 
had up to 75 per cent of their wages 
taken and kept in trust accounts. 
Descendants are not eligible to apply.

The Barnett government deter-
mined the amount on the basis that 
a signifi cant lack of reliable record-
keeping, lapsed time and the passing 
of many people impacted by Stolen 
Wages made it impossible to deter-
mine the full impact or the true value 
of any compensation.

There was massive commu-
nity outcry over the offer, which was 
described as “paltry”, “heartless”, “a 
slap in the face” and not even enough 
to pay for a funeral.

“When the WA government came 
out earlier this year and offered up to 
$2,000 to Aboriginal workers whose 
wages were stolen by the state, we 
were astounded,” ALSWA CEO 
Dennis Eggington told the Koori Mail 
at the weekend.

“How could any fair-minded 
government fail to see the injustice 
of this offer, particularly in a state as 
prosperous as WA where our people 
played such a signifi cant role in con-
tributing to the ongoing wealth that 
is still enjoyed by this state today.”

Deaf ears
Calls for an extension for the 

deadline for applications have so far 
fallen on deaf ears, and Mr Eggington 
said Indigenous Affairs Minister Peter 

Collier informed ALSWA last month 
that the fi gure of up to $2,000 would 
also not be increased.

“It was widely agreed by people 
that we spoke with that the amount 
offered was poor recompense,” Mr 
Eggington said. 

“However, for those affected, as 
low as it was, the compensation was 
better than they had, which has been 
nothing. People have the right to claim 
for whatever they can get to reclaim 
those stolen wages and we will do 
everything we can to support them 
through that process.

“Our Civil Unit has worked 
tirelessly assisting people who have 
come forward to lodge an applica-
tion in Perth and have also been 
visiting regional areas of the state to 
let community members know about 
the compensation and help out with 
applications where needed.”

Mr Eggington said ALSWA would 
still pursue legal options for those 
who missed out on applying through 
such a narrow scheme.

Yamatji man Phill Moncrieff has 
campaigned on Stolen Wages for 
years and says he supports people 
applying for the $2,000 but hopes 
that won’t be the end of the matter.

“There’s also an opportunity for 
the old people to launch a collective 
class action against the government 
to make them own up and pay up 
what should have been paid,” the 
musician and “freedom fi ghter” told 
the Koori Mail.

Mr Moncrieff’s mother Alice, 
now 84, worked as a domestic servant 
in the Gascoyne region for more than 
two decades without payment.

“My mum never got paid from the 
age of 11 to when she was 28. That’s 
child slave labour,” Mr Moncrieff 
said. “This state cannot hold its head 
high and say they paid Aboriginal 
people the wages worthy of them.”

Mr Moncrieff lamented what he 
saw as a lack of community support 
for those seeking Stolen Wages justice 
but said he hoped ALSWA would back 
any class action that arose.

A NSW reparations scheme, now 
closed, paid up to $11,000 to people 
who proved they’d had their wages 
stolen. Another scheme in Queensland 
made initial payments of $4,000 or 
$2,000 to successful claimants.

The Koori Mail contacted the 
offi ce of Minister Peter Collier but 
received no response.
Koori Mail 

WA Stolen wages plea

“How could any fair-minded government fail to see the injustice of this offer, particularly in a state as prosperous as 
WA where our people played such a signifi cant role in contributing to the ongoing wealth that is still enjoyed by this 
state today.”

Solidarity statement

Standing with 
CFMEU Melbourne workers

Struggle at La Trobe

Workers unpaid, 
terminated

“The CPA applauds the courage of 
building workers in Melbourne in 
standing up for the right to have 
union safety offi cials on building 
sites. We stand in solidarity with 
the workers and the CFMEU 
in this struggle,” Dr Hannah 
Middleton, CPA General Secretary 
said.

At its peak about 500 construc-
tion workers were at the Grocon 
site on the corner of Swanston and 
Lonsdale Streets in Melbourne’s 
CBD on Tuesday morning, facing 
off against police in riot gear and 
on horseback.

There are concerns about 
safety and the workers want to 
control the appointment of safety 
stewards on the construction site. 
Quite reasonably, they want their 

own OH&S people they can trust 
on site.

The construction giant Grocon 
got orders last week that prohibited 
CFMEU organisers going within 
50 metres of the site and returned 
to the Supreme Court last Friday to 
try to get contempt orders against 
union offi cials and members who, 
the company argued, had breached 
the orders.

The union has taken action at 
sites in Brisbane and Melbourne, 
including setting up a blockade 
since Wednesday of last week of 
the $1.3 billion Grocon develop-
ment site.

The CFMEU has accused 
Grocon CEO, Daniel Grollo, 
of trying to de-unionise the 
company’s sites.

“Grocon is using the court 
system to try to smash the 
union and the workers,” Hannah 
Middleton said.

“Not surprisingly, Daniel 
Grollo is furious that the workers 
are fi ghting back. He has 
been spluttering about illegal 
blockades, intimidation, defi ance 
of the Victorian Supreme Court 
and police.

“And in a shameful 
statement, Federal Workplace 
Relations Minister Bill Shorten 
has backed this position, 
condemning ‘violence’ and 
‘illegal blockades’.

“But when injustice becomes 
law, resistance becomes duty,” 
she said. 

Against the backdrop of deep 
cuts to the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences (HUSS), La 
Trobe University management has 
introduced strict new anti-protest 
regulations. The directive issued by 
the Vice-Chancellor last week is 
unprecedented in Australia.

The directive is aimed at stifl ing 
two protests that are planned to take 
place at the Bundoora campus this 
week. The Vice-Chancellor, John 
Dewar, has directed that “any planned 
protest be notifi ed in writing ... at least 
24 hours prior to the commencement 
of any protest.” And that “A specifi c 
area of the campus will be designated 
for any protests ...”

The directive is specifically 
designed to discourage people from 
alerting potential students about the 
planned cuts which will result in 

hundreds of subjects being slashed, 
entire areas of study being abolished 
and at least 41 job losses.

Perhaps the most draconian part 
of the directive is “A failure by a 
student to comply with the require-
ments of this direction will be treated 
as General Misconduct ...”

Under the university’s rules this 
means students who defy the directive 
can face fi nes, suspension and even 
expulsion from the university.

Socialist Party member and 
Latrobe University student Chris Dite 
said , “The idea that students and staff 
should be denied the democratic right 
to protest on campus is not acceptable. 
This is a clear attempt by management 
to try and neutralise our campaign. 
We will not be told when and where 
we can say no to the deep cuts being 
infl icted by this administration.”

Socialist Party member and 
La Trobe University student Kirk 
Leonard said “If the university gets 
away with this it will set a very dan-
gerous precedent. This is not just an 
attack on student rights but also on 
the rights of the campus staff.

“The only misconduct that is 
occurring here is coming from uni-
versity management. They need to 
understand that there is widespread 
opposition to their plans. We are not 
living under a dictatorship; they need 
to accept that people have the right to 
defend public education.

“Regardless of the directive stu-
dents, staff and supporters will protest 
on Wednesday and at Open Day with 
the plan to cause maximum disrup-
tion,” Kirk said. 

The Construction Forestry Mining 
and Energy Union (CFMEU) is 
concerned to have discovered that 
workers on the multi-million dollar 
Moree Police station, in the NSW 
north west, have not been paid. 
Some have not received any money 
for weeks.

The union understands that the 
problem has arisen from an ongoing 
disagreement between the principal 
contractor – Lahey’s Construction 
and the formwork/steel-fi xing sub-
contractor Bianco Constructions 
over payments and that Bianco 
Construction’s contract has been 
terminated leaving approximately 
15 workers out of work.

“This is yet another example 
where due diligence has not been 
applied,” says state organiser, Jim 
Hutcheon.

“The union is concerned that 
employees have lost their job 
through no fault of their own. 
These workers are effectively stuck 
in Moree as they have no money to 
go anywhere. The union is trying 
to assist them to fi nd alternative 
work on the project as there is still 
substantial work to be done. This 
is a very poor outcome in an area 
which needs work,” Hutcheon 
stated.

“There needs to be transpar-
ency and accountability here. We 
hope that the newly announced 
inquiry into construction company 
collapses and insolvency in the 
industry, and the establishment of a 
taskforce to look into government 
procurement policy, will result in 
positive reforms.” 
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Natalie Wasley & 
Pepe Clarke

Earlier this year, in a sharp 
break with a long standing 
and bi-partisan ban, the NSW 
Government announced it would 
allow uranium exploration across 
the state. This abrupt reversal of a 
26-year prohibition came without 
warning or consultation and 
against the backdrop of the global 
nuclear industry reeling from the 
continuing Fukushima disaster.

At the time, Premier O’Farrell 
cited the narrowly won ALP national 
conference vote allowing uranium 
sales to India as rationale for the 
policy change, but outside of cabinet 
responses ranged from wariness to 
outright hostility.

The decision to allow uranium 
exploration was – and is – fi ercely 
opposed by NSW Labor and the 
Greens. Speaking against the move 
in both state parliament and a recent 
public meeting, Shadow Environment 
Minister Luke Foley captured the 
strength of this resistance: “As long 
as I am in public life I will argue 
against this dangerous industry”.

Civil society and community 
groups are increasing both the light 
and the heat on the Premier’s atomic 
ambitions including through the 
launch of a NSW Uranium Free 
Charter in Sydney. The Charter 
highlights the dangers of the nuclear 
industry, calls on government to 
rule out uranium mining in New 
South Wales and has already gath-
ered strong support from state and 
national trade unions, environment 
groups, public health and student 
organisations. The Charter signals 
the start of a new campaign to keep 
NSW free from uranium mining and 
promises to increasingly locate this 
controversial mineral on the state 
political radar.

The state government’s claim 
that lifting the ban on exploration 
does not signal an intention to allow 
uranium mining lacks credibility. The 
nuclear industry will not invest in 

exploration without the expectation 
of future mining activities. It is cru-
cial to consider the impacts of mining 
now, while NSW’s uranium remains 
where it is safest: underground.

Uranium mining causes severe 
and sustained damage at and around 
mine sites, especially through the 
production of large volumes of 
long lived radioactive mine tailings. 
These toxic mine residues retain 
around eighty per cent of the original 
radioactivity and pose a profound 
management challenge. Before 
mining, this material is confi ned in 
a geologically stable cocoon. After 
mining, it is highly mobile in wind 
and water and able to be exposed to 
workers, nearby communities and the 
environment – effectively forever.

The track record of the Australian 
uranium industry is a litany of leaks, 
spills, breaches and accidents. A 
detailed independent Senate exami-
nation in 2003 found that the industry 
was failing to comply with its envi-
ronmental obligations and called for 
urgent changes.

The uncomfortable and indisput-
able fact is that uranium is a duel use 
fuel – it can be used for nuclear reac-
tors or for nuclear weapons. Those 
who claim that export agreements 
adequately safeguard Australia’s 
uranium ignore the deep defi cien-
cies in the existing system and the 
obvious fact that, at the very least, 
our exports free up uranium from 
other countries to be used in military 
programs. In short, once Australian 
uranium leaves Australian waters it 
effectively leaves the radar.

The glowing elephant in the 
room remains the growing and 
unresolved problem of managing 
the radioactive waste that is created 
at every stage of the nuclear chain.

Following Fukushima the inter-
national uranium market remains 
depressed. Existing producers have 
seen reduced production and profi t 
– the controversial Ranger mine in 
Kakadu has posted massive losses 
of $180 million in the past 2 years 
– while two advanced projects in 

Western Australia have recently been 
shelved.

The federal government has con-
fi rmed that uranium from Australia 
was in at least fi ve of the six reactors 
at the Fukushima Dai-Ichi nuclear 
plant when it entered meltdown last 
March. Uranium from Australia 
is now responsible for radioactive 
fallout in Japan and beyond. It 
will take decades before the health 
effects of the catastrophe are prop-
erly known, and far longer before 
they are reduced. In the shadow of 
Fukushima there can be no business 
as usual with this controversial and 
contaminating industry.

The waste from any uranium min-
ing in NSW would remain dangerous 
long after the O’Farrell government 
is gone from Macquarie Street. If the 
Premier truly has confi dence in the 
case for uranium mining, he should 
have the political courage and com-
munity respect to test these arguments 
via a dedicated public inquiry before 
approving any exploration or mining 
activities. Before allowing such a long 
lasting and toxic industry, it is prudent 
to examine the adequacy of NSW’s 
regulatory regimes, the experience of 
uranium mining in other jurisdictions 
and the views of all stakeholders. The 
government’s failure to do this at the 
last state election means they cannot 
now claim a mandate to mine.

And not only is uranium mining 
unwelcome – it is also unnecessary. 
Renewable energy is the world’s 
fastest growing energy sector. A 
recent report by the federal Bureau 
of Resource and Energy Economics 
has detailed how renewables are on 
track to become Australia’s energy 
source of choice as costs fall and 
community support blossoms. New 
South Wales is well placed to build 
on our state’s technical and manu-
facturing base to become a leading 
producer and supplier of renewable 
energy. These would be real, lasting 
and clean jobs – with many based 
in regional areas. Rather than pro-
moting the unsafe uranium sector 
the government should building an 
energy future that is renewable, not 
radioactive.
Natalie Wasley is the 
Beyond Nuclear Initiative 
(beyondnuclearinitiative.com) 
campaigner based in the 
Arid Lands Environment Centre 
in Alice Springs.
Pepe Clarke is CEO of the Nature 
Conservation Council NSW. 

Julian Assange’s lawyer, Baltasar Garzon Real, says the 
Australian authorities have ignored his requests for diplo-
matic help. Real also revealed key information relating to 
rape allegations facing Assange had been kept secret and 
would be a “big surprise” when his defence team was able to 
reveal them. Garzon described the Australian government’s 
response to requests for help as being “entirely negative for 
each and every one of the requests” and that “Not at any 
point in time have consular authorities visited Mr Assange.” 
An Australian government cow–towing to the US; noth-
ing surprising there. But why the US? Because if they get 
their way that’s where Assange will end up, in jail, or worse.

And while on the US, women’s bodies are at the centre of a 
blow-up in the Republican presidential campaign. Christian 
fundamentalism is the driving force of reactionary poli-
tics in America, so much in the gutter it makes the hijinks in 
Australia’s parliament look like a picnic. The blow-up started 
when Republican candidate Todd Akin in a television inter-
view was asked if he would countenance abortion in the 
case of a rape victim falling pregnant. He said that “legiti-
mate rape” doesn’t make a woman pregnant because a 
women’s reproduction system “shuts down”. “Legitimate” 
rape, as opposed to what? Consensual rape, partly con-
sensual, “no” means “yes”? The offensive against women’s 
rights in the US is widespread but doesn’t get much air 
time. Now, in the microcosm of a presidential campaign 
it raises its ugly, misogynistic head for the world to see.

Four in ten Australians are now engaged in insecure work 
– casual, temporary, contract or labour hire employment – 
making it much harder for them to take holidays, get a home 
loan or enjoy any job security. A Unions NSW forum has 
heard the pressing need to better regulate labour hire to 
bring about more secure employment. While labour hire pro-
vides fl exibility for employers it is generally at the expense 
of employees who often complete a normal working week 
but accrue inferior benefi ts. One proposal is the need for a 
labour hire licensing system, which would help stamp out 
shonky behaviour. A licensing system would make life dif-
fi cult for labour hire fi rms that don’t pay proper rates of pay 
or observe hard won conditions. Labour hire is an increas-
ingly important area of the workforce, and grows around 
15 percent each year, displacing permanent jobs along the 
way. The forum heard that it is vital that labour hire is regu-
lated to ensure workers don’t wear the cost of fl exibility.

Nuke South Wales?

The track record of the Australian uranium industry is 
a litany of leaks, spills, breaches and accidents.

Melbourne
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Jack Rasmus

Europe’s sovereign debt crisis is revealing 
itself with each passing week as a fundamen-
tal banking crisis as well. Recent moves by 
central banks all over the world to inject 
liquidity into their banks refl ect a growing 
fear of an impending global banking crisis.

Nearly four years after the 2008 banking 
crash, and more than US$11 trillion in liquidity 
injections in the US and the eurozone-UK-Japan, 
the global banking system is again showing clear 
signs of growing unstable. Notwithstanding 
several rounds of bank “stress tests” on both 
sides of the Atlantic since 2009, what has 
been improperly identifi ed as a sovereign debt 
crisis in Europe is revealing itself, with each 
passing week, as a more fundamental banking 
crisis as well.

A series of recent reports and events strongly 
suggest that below the surface the global banking 
system is not in particularly good shape, and 
is getting worse.

The most recent indication was the June 21 
announcement by the rating agency Moody’s 
Inc downgrading 15 banks across the globe. 
Included were the two big US banks, Bank 
of America and Citigroup, which have been 
in effect technically insolvent since the 2008 
bank crash but which have been kept afl oat by 
various measures supported by the US Federal 
Reserve. Under pressure by the US government, 
both have been selling off their best assets at 
near-fi resale prices in order to raise capital

 Not much better has been the US invest-
ment bank, Morgan Stanley, which recently 
hosted the bungled Facebook initial public offer-
ing. French and UK banks fared no better, how-
ever. HSBC, Royal Bank of Scotland, Societe 
Generale, and even the Swiss Credit Suisse 
were all downgraded. This kind of widespread, 
global downgrading does not occur randomly. 
It is refl ective of something systemic at work.

The Federal Reserve 
signals QE3

A day before the Moody’s bank downgrades, 
the US Federal Reserve announced a further 
US$267 billion liquidity injection into the US 
system, in an extension of its “Quantitative 
Easing 2.5” program called “Operation Twist” 
announced last fall. That US$267 billion was 
in addition to the original “Twist” QE2.5 of 
US$400 billion, which followed a prior QE2 
of US$600 billion in 2010 and a QE1 of 
US$1.75 trillion in 2009. The “markets” in the 
US – which means banks, various fi nancial 
institutions, and very high net worth individual 
investors – responded to the Fed’s latest exten-
sion of QE2.5 with a thud. Stock markets in the 
US the following day had their worst decline in 
months. Expect more of the same soon to come.

Investors had expected on June 20 that 
the Fed would introduce a bona fi de QE3. 
Translated, that means expectations of hundreds 
of billions more of Fed direct liquidity injec-
tion into the markets, buying up not only US 
Treasuries but mortgages and other bonds and 
securities. After all, QE2.5 was coming to an 
end at the close of June, and the Fed for the past 
four years has always followed the concluding 
of a QE program with still another QE liquid-
ity injection. Indeed, a good argument can be 
made that the “markets” in the US are becoming 

increasingly dependent upon – even addicted 
to - continuing massive Fed liquidity injections.

The correlation between announcements 
and anticipation of new QE programs and the 
take-off of stock markets, and the declining of 
stock market indices as QEs reach the end of 
their course, has been very high.

While QEs have been a boon to stocks 
and other speculators, QEs to date as a group 
have accomplished very little in terms of help-
ing generate a sustained economic recovery 
in the US. In that respect they have done no 
more than the additional trillions of dollars in 
liquidity injections by the Fed in the form of 
near-zero interest rates for almost four years 
now. Like QEs, near-zero interest rates were 
supposed to provide virtually “free money” to 
fi nancial institutions that were, in turn, supposed 
to lend to stimulate investment and jobs. But 
that didn’t happen.

Following QE1 and zero rates, after the 
offi cial end of the recession in June 2009 bank 
lending fell for 15 consecutive months. To 
whatever extent bank lending rose in 2010 it 
went mostly to hedge funds and the largest 
corporations. Small and medium-sized com-
panies continued to starve for bank loans. And 
now, in recent months, lending is in retreat once 
again. So if anything is proven by the past four 
years, it is that monetary and Fed policies (QE, 
zero rates, etc) have had little to no effect on 
the real economy and economic recovery in 
the US. What they have achieved is a return to 
speculative lending practices by banks (called 
euphemistically “trading”) – i.e., banks lending 
to hedge funds and other institutional investors 
that then speculate in foreign currencies, com-
modities, oil futures, stocks, junk bonds, and, 
of course, derivatives of various sorts includ-
ing credit default swaps on Greek sovereign 
bond debt.

The ECB follows 
the Fed’s lead

What the US Federal Reserve has been 
doing since 2008 the European Central Bank 
(ECB) has begun to mimic increasingly as well. 
For the EU banks, the ECB since late 2010 has 
been the only game in town when it comes to 
bailouts. The two Euro-wide bailout funds, the 
European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) and 
the more recent European Stability Mechanism 
(ESM), are targeted mainly for bailing out sov-
ereign debt, from Greece to Spain and beyond. 
And the International Monetary Fund’s smaller 
cash hoard is being held in reserve, uncommit-
ted, as the IMF tries desperately to line up China 
and other emerging economies’ contributions 
to its fund.

But now the Euro banks, not just the govern-
ments, are in deepening crisis, confi rming what 
this writer has been saying and publishing for 
more than a year – namely, what’s developing in 
the EU is not simply a sovereign debt crisis and 
contagion but, more fundamentally, a growing 
banking crisis and contagion. It is a dual debt 
crisis growing in scope and intensity, and the 
two poles of the crisis – sovereign and banking 
system – are exacerbating each other.

Following the lead of the US central bank, 
the Federal Reserve, since 2010 the ECB has 
injected the equivalent of trillions of dollars into 
the Euro banks, including hundreds of billions 
of dollars in late 2011 plus another US$125 

billion earlier in June in what is only an initial 
tranche required to bail out Spanish banks. An 
eventual full bailout of Spain’s banks will cost, 
per this writer’s estimate, at least US$300 bil-
lion. (And that doesn’t include future bailouts 
of more hundreds of billions of dollars to rescue 
Spain’s regional and central governments that 
the EFSF and/or ESM bailout funds will have 
to address.)

The eurozone banking crisis is so severe 
that in recent months cross-border bank-to-
bank lending in the eurozone has been drying 
up. As ECB President Mario Draghi reportedly 
said in mid-June, the inter-bank lending system 
is “dysfunctional” and “simply not working”. 
And as inter-bank lending has begun to dry up, 
so too has lending to EU non-bank businesses. 
Together the two developments signal a sure 
sign of a general banking crisis in early stages 
of development.

Much of the growing EU banking crisis 
can be laid at the feet of the general solution to 
the sovereign debt crisis that EU governments, 
banks, and investors have been attempting 
to implement for two years now: austerity. 
Austerity solutions imposed in Greece, Spain 
and now the UK result in less government 
revenue generation and further rising govern-
ment debt. Repeated and prolonged recessions 
result in revenue falling off faster than cuts 
in spending (austerity) can make up for the 
revenue losses.

Budgets consequently continue to fall 
deeper into the red and government bond yields 
escalate further. Speculators in credit default 
swaps on government debt then accelerate the 
process, making it worse. Government debt then 
has to be restructured, often at a greater cost. 
Austerity solutions also have a simultaneous 
negative impact on the private sector as well: 
The defi cit-cutting at the heart of austerity solu-
tions results in less consumption by households 
and subsequently less business pending in turn 
as household income drops.

Banks thus generate less income from 
loans to businesses and households, while they 
simultaneously have to put aside more capital in 
anticipation of sovereign debt losses. Bank lend-
ing freezes up, as is now increasingly the case 
in the eurozone, just as it has been in the US.

The Bank of England
Like the US Federal Reserve and the ECB, 

the Bank of England (BoE) has also implement-
ed a near-zero interest rate policy and successive 
QEs. To date nearly US$500 billion has been 
committed to QE bond and securities buying by 
the BoE. But that hasn’t prevented the UK from 
falling into a double-dip recession recently, as 
the government simultaneously embarked on a 
major austerity, defi cit-cutting policy. QE by the 
central bank may have temporarily kept the UK 
banking system afl oat, but not so the economy 
now in a bona fi de double-dip.

In the week of June 11 the BoE’s monetary 
policy committee met to discuss increasing 
the amount of liquidity into the banks in yet 
another QE round. It postponed that decision, 
however, until early July, waiting on events in 
the eurozone and further ECB and US Federal 
Reserve actions. Another US$120 billion QE 
by the BoE therefore will likely soon occur.

The Bank of Japan also launched its own 
QE in a surprise move this past February-March 
2012. It is projected to further that injection of 
liquidity sometime later this year.

Global central bank crisis 
coordination

What appears to be in development is an 
attempt on a global scale to coordinate central 
bank interventions in the form of QE liquidity 
injections, not only in the eurozone but else-
where as well. This appears to be in response 
at least in part to the big private banks globally 
demanding such coordinated action. In other 
words, they expect another banking crunch soon 
and are demanding another bailout in anticipa-
tion and before it happens.

The eurozone debt crisis is only one of the 
main drivers of this, however. The sovereign 
debt crisis represents a squeeze on banks’ 
income as a result of borrowers’ inability 
to repay principal and interest on past debt. 
Austerity is about getting someone else, the 
taxpayer and populace, to pay the bill. QE, zero 
interest rates, and monetary policy represent the 
equivalent of a massive, short-term “bridge” loan 
(often free of charge) to the banks via printing 

A good argument can be made 
that the “markets” in the US are becoming 
increasingly dependent upon – 
even addicted to – continuing massive 
Fed liquidity injections.

Are central banks preparing 
for a global banking crisis?
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money or government-subsidised bonds. But all 
that’s “past” payment revenue. The deepening 
recession represents the inability of banks to 
earn “future” revenue.

And recession and future revenue shortfalls 
are the even greater, imminent threat to banks’ 
solvency. Not only is the eurozone rapidly 
descending, country by country, into recession 
across the continent, but the UK is already there. 
Meanwhile, the US economy is now clearly 
on track in recent months to its third “relapse” 
this summer. Economic indicators across the 
board are fl ashing red, from jobs to housing to 
business spending to manufacturing activity to 
consumer and business sentiment.

And should US policymakers decide in 
November immediately after the elections to cut 
spending by an additional US$2-4 trillion, on 
top of the US$2.2 trillion to start taking effect 
in January 2013 – as this writer has repeatedly 
predicted will be the case – then a US double-dip 
recession is etched in stone. At the same time 
it is becoming abundantly clear, as this writer 
also predicted last year, that China and the 
other BRICS economies (Brazil, Russia, India, 
South Africa) are destined for a “hard landing” 
in 2012-13. All that said, a global double-dip 
possibility is rising signifi cantly.

The banks know this and are demanding 
pre-emptive action by their respective central 
banks in order to buffer their cash and liquidity 
up front. A coordinated global QE action may 
buy global banks some additional time, but it 
won’t solve the bigger problem of a global 
economy slouching toward a synchronised 
double-dip. Bankers may indeed get their pre-
emptive bailout. But the rest of the economy 
will likely be left to fend for itself in 2013-
14, just as it was in 2009-11. Only this time, 
this “second dip” may be worse, much worse, 
than the fi rst.
Jack Rasmus is the author of Obama’s 
Economy: Recovery for the Few (April 
2012, published by Pluto Books and 
Palgrave Macmillan). This article is 
reproduced from his jackrasmus.com blog. His 
website is www.kyklosproductions.com, where his 
articles and radio and TV interviews are 
available.
Third World Resurgence 
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Nine years ago, a bomb ripped through the 
United Nations headquarters in Baghdad 
killing 22 people, including the UN’s chief 
envoy to Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello. Later 
that same year a series of suicide bombings 
struck other targets in Baghdad, including 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross – the fi rst attack of this kind in the 
ICRC’s history. Since then August 19 has 
been designated World Humanitarian Day 
to remind us of those who put themselves 
at risk to provide humanitarian assistance 
to people in need. 

This year’s anniversary was commemorated 
the highest annual incidence of major attacks 
against aid workers worldwide yet recorded. 
In the period since the Baghdad bombings, 
violence continues to affect how, where and 
in what circumstances aid workers can oper-
ate. But it is just one of many obstacles which 
now stand between humanitarian workers and 
civilians caught up in some of the world’s most 
dangerous confl icts.

Aid workers 
under fire

The most striking of these is targeted 
violence against aid workers. The past year 
marks a peak in the number of aid workers 
who became victims of killings, kidnappings 
and attacks which resulted in serious injury. 
Since 2003, the number of annual incidents of 
major violence against aid workers has more 
than doubled, as has the number of aid workers 
who have become victims. 

When military forces are seen to lead strat-
egies designed to defend Western-supported 
governments and win the hearts and minds of 
local populations, this often taints aid workers 
by association.

Researchers who track contemporary trends 
in aid worker security say that targeted violence 
against aid workers can be interpreted as a 
consequence of their membership of an inter-
national aid community, perceived as Western 
in orientation and Western in its agenda.

In the years following the Baghdad bomb-
ings, Western humanitarian actors came under 
increasing pressure to provide aid in line with 
donor governments’ foreign policy aims. 
This is hardly new; states have long pursued 
policy objectives through foreign aid budgets, 
but since the advent of the “war on terror” 
Western humanitarian endeavours have been 
increasingly co-opted into “stabilisation” and 
counter-insurgency strategies, with security and 
stability the desired outcome.

When military forces are seen to lead strat-
egies designed to defend Western-supported 
governments and win the hearts and minds of 
local populations, this often taints aid workers 
by association and provides insurgents with 
highly visible – and in their eyes, legitimate 
– targets. The consequences of being seen 
as allied with the “other side” has had acute 
consequences for aid workers in Afghanistan, 
Somalia, Sudan and Pakistan, where more than 
60 percent of all killings, kidnappings and 
serious injuries suffered by humanitarians in 
the past year occurred.

Portraying humanitarian aid as a Trojan 
horse used by Western political actors with 
ulterior political motives has been cited by a 
number of regimes as a justifi cation to block 
international aid efforts.

Criminalising the 
humanitarians?

Humanitarian funding from donor govern-
ments has increasingly been made conditional 
upon assurances that it will not benefi t pro-
scribed groups. This has led to a fall in funding 
and fear of prosecution among humanitarians 
working in some of the world’s most diffi cult 
terrain – where there is the greatest humanitar-
ian need. The introduction of counter-terrorism 
legislation after 9/11 led to widespread unease 
in the humanitarian community about the wide 
interpretation of what constitutes “material 
support” and how their work could fall foul of 
counter-terrorism laws.

In the case of Somalia, funding declined by 
half between 2008-11 following the designation 
by the US government in 2008 of Al Shabaab, an 
Islamist group, as “terrorist” and subject to UN 
sanctions from April 2010 – precisely the period 
when conditions for famine were taking hold.

Until donor governments begin to place 
humanity over politics, the threat of criminal 
action will continue to undermine life-saving 
operations in the world’s worst humanitarian 
crises.

In addition to counter-terrorism legislation 
and funding restrictions, Western governments 
have aggressively sought to criminalise engage-
ment with specifi c armed groups, limiting the 
opportunities for humanitarian actors to engage 
with militant groups to gain access to popula-
tions within their territory. Humanitarian access 
has to be earned and negotiated. If aid workers 
are to be criminalised for “talking to terrorists” 
how then can they negotiate agreements to 
provide assistance to populations within the 
control of armed groups? 

Paying the price: 
national aid workers

The unprecedented level of violence 
against international aid workers has led to a 
scaling down of their presence, withdrawal of 
staff and relocation to more secure locations 
where they can operate “remotely”. This is the 
so-called “bunkerisation” of the aid industry, 
characterised by fortifi ed buildings, security 
guards and barbed-wire fencing. The departure 
of international staff from some of the most 
dangerous areas has led to an increasing reli-
ance on national staff to remain when expatriate 
staff pull out.

If the thin line of humanitarians cannot hold 
who will be left to stand between civilians and 
the horror of war?

National aid workers make up the major-
ity of aid staff in the fi eld – upwards of 90 
percent. The increase in the deployment of 
national staff has often been justifi ed by the 
assumption that “locals” are less likely than 
expatriates to be victims of violence. This is 
dangerously simplistic: individuals from another 
region or province are often perceived by local 
populations to be outsiders and association with 
particular ethnic or religious groups can be an 
additional risk factor. Perhaps it comes as no 
surprise then that the past year has marked a 
high point in the number of national aid workers 
who were killed, seriously injured or kidnapped 
as international agencies withdraw. Again, this 
fi gure is the highest recorded and the disparity 
between the number of international to national 
aid worker victims – a ratio of 1:10 – is also 
one of the highest.

Violence toward aid workers has very real 
consequences for the civilians they aim to help. 
According to the UN Secretary-General’s last 
report on the plight of civilians in armed con-
fl ict, it is estimated that more than 26 million 
people fl ed confl ict or disaster in the last year. 
The majority of casualties in today’s confl icts 
are civilians, many of whom suffer deliberate 
targeting, indiscriminate violence, forced disap-
pearance, torture and the deliberate withholding 
of humanitarian assistance. Who will remain to 
carry out the aid work, memorably described as 
“injecting a measure of humanity always insuf-
fi cient, into situations that should not exist”?
Ashley Jackson is a Research Fellow in 
the Humanitarian Policy Group at the 
Overseas Development Institute. Before 
joining ODI she worked for several years 
in Afghanistan with the United Nations 
and Oxfam.
New Internationalist 

ActionAid International 
Zimbabwe (AAI Zimbabwe) 
joins the rest of the world 
in commemorating World 
Humanitarian Day celebrated 
across the globe on 19 August.

Remembering 
the humanitarians
Ashley Jackson explains how the agendas of Western governments 
have turned relief work into a lethal occupation.
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Following the South African 
Communist Party’s (SACP) highly 
successful July national congress, 
the newly elected SACP Central 
Committee met for the fi rst time 
in Johannesburg over the weekend 
of August 17 to 19.

The CC began its meeting by 
observing a moment of silence and 
expressing condolences to all those 
who have lost family members and 
colleagues in the tragic events at 
Marikana [mine] this past week, and 
our well wishes to those who have 
been injured, workers and police. 
The CC welcomes President Zuma`s 
announcement of a commission of 
inquiry. It is important that the man-
date of the inquiry should be broad in 
scope. It is impossible to understand 
the tragedy without understanding the 
underlying factors.

The inquiry should, amongst other 
things, build on the 167-page report 
from the church-sponsored Bench 
Marks Foundation, “Communities 
in the Platinum Minefi elds”, which 
was coincidentally released last week.

The report paints a grim picture 
of how all the major platinum mining 
corporations have made billions of 
rands out of the world’s richest plati-
num deposits in the Bojanala District 
of the North West province, while 
leaving a trail of misery, death, pov-
erty, illness, and environmental pollu-
tion in the surrounding communities.

The report fi nds that Lonmin’s 
operations at Marikana, for instance, 
“include high levels of fatalities” 
and that the “residential conditions 
under which Lonmin…employees 
live are appalling.” The report further 
attributes the high level of fatali-
ties at Lonmin and other platinum 
company mines in the district to the 
extensive use of sub-contracted labour 
(nearly one-third of the work-force 
in the case of Lonmin`s Marikana 
operations). “Sub-contracted labour 
is usually poorly paid, poorly trained 
and educated, and poorly accommo-
dated,” the report notes, and adds: 
“Therefore sub-contracted workers 

compromise the health and safety of 
other workers.”

Our own SACP members from the 
district, most of them mine-workers, 
have of course been telling the Party 
about these realities for many years 
and we have been raising them 
publicly, but we refer to the Bench 
Marks Foundation to avoid the alle-
gation of partisanship. Importantly, 
the report points out that the practice 
of sub-contracting by the mining 
houses dates back to the immediate 
post-1994 period as a cost-cutting 
measure and an attempt to “break the 
power of NUM [National Union of 
Mineworkers]” (p.36), to undercut the 
collective bargaining rights that the 
organised working class had fi nally 
achieved after decades of struggle.

Furthermore, the report notes that 
the expanded use of sub-contracted 
labourers from other localities, includ-
ing from the Eastern Cape, has created 
community tensions between “insid-
ers” and “outsiders”. Last year, for 
instance, there were violent protests 
from local community, unemployed 
youth in Marikana, angry that jobs 
on the mines were being provided to 
“outsiders”.

The Presidential Commission 
of Inquiry must also consider the 
pattern of violence associated with 
the pseudo-trade union AMCU 
[Association of Mineworkers and 
Construction Union] wherever it 
seeks to implant itself. Launched in 
Witbank by two former NUM mem-
bers, expelled for anarchic behaviour, 
AMCU was funded by BHP Billiton 
in a deliberate attempt to undermine 
the NUM. The Commission should, 
in particular, investigate its leader 
Joseph Mathunjwa.

The violence associated with 
AMCU spread to the Rustenburg 
platinum mines last year when the 
management of Impala Platinum 
deliberately undercut collective 
bargaining agreements reached with 
NUM by opportunistically seeking 
to attract, with higher wages, mine-
workers with blasting certifi cates 

from other companies – this naturally 
created a grievance among the less-
skilled rock-drillers. It was a griev-
ance demagogically exploited by the 
AMCU which ultimately led to the 
dismissal of thousands of workers.

At Marikana, last week, the 
AMCU leadership was once more 
exploiting the credulity and despera-
tion of the most marginalised sectors 
of the Lonmin work-force, “outsid-
ers”, contracted-workers many from 
Eastern Pondoland. SACP members 
from the area confi rm newspaper 
reports that the armed workers who 
gathered on the hill were misled into 
believing they would be invulnerable 
to police bullets because they had 
used “intelezi”, and provided they 
isolated themselves from women, and 
provided that did not turn their backs 
on the police.

In short, it is impossible to 
understand the tragedy of last week 
without an appreciation of how the 
major platinum mining corporations, 
sitting on top of over 80 percent of 
the world’s platinum resources, have 
created desperate community poverty, 
divisive tensions, and a fatalistic 
attitude towards danger and death. It 
is also not possible to understand the 
tragedy without understanding how 
profi t-maximising corporate greed 
has deliberately sought to undercut an 
established trade union and collective 

bargaining by conniving with dema-
gogic forces. This strategy has now 
back-fi red on the platinum companies’ 
profi ts themselves.

For all of these reasons the SACP 
fi rmly rejects the attempt to portray 
the events of last week as being essen-
tially rooted in trade union rivalry. 
This narrative is no different to that 
developed during the fi nal years of 
apartheid, when armed vigilantes, 
fomented, trained and escorted by 
the apartheid regime, were unleashed 
on our UDF, COSATU and ANC-
supporting communities and this 

was portrayed as “black on black 
violence”.

There are many lessons to be 
learnt from this tragedy. A proper 
understanding of its underlying causes 
should shame all of those who seek 
to undermine our current collective 
bargaining dispensation by calling 
for a “more fl exible labour market”, 
by defending labour-brokering and 
the extensive use of other forms of 
“atypical” labour, and by seeking to 
portray COSATU and its affi liates as 
the source of all evil. 

Violence at SA mine 
involved BHP-funded “union”

People gather in Marikana on August 23, 2012 after attending a memorial 
service for the individuals killed in a wildcat strike at Lonmin's Marikana mine.

Greek PM Antonis Samaras 
sets off on grovelling EU jaunt

Arctic Ice reaches record low

It was the same old story of vain 
hopes for Greek Prime Minister 
Antonis Samaras last week as he 
kicked off a two-day trip to Berlin 
and Paris. 

Despite clear messages from 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
that Germany had no appetite for 
any further concessions to Greece, 
Mr Samaras continued to press for 
more time to make spending cuts. 

His budgetary hole is said to 
be close to €14 billion and, with 
a recession now in its fi fth year, 
Samaras wants a two-year exten-
sion from the EU.

But just a day before Mr 
Samaras arrived Ms Merkel 
and French President Francois 
Hollande stressed they wanted 
to keep Greece in the euro but 
insisted it must redouble its 
reform efforts to hack back public 

spending and accelerate privati-
sation of anything that was not 
locked down.

“It is important for me that we 
all stick to our commitments ... but 
I will encourage Greece to con-
tinue along its path of reforms,” 
Ms Merkel said. 

For his part the French presi-
dent, who is attracting criticism at 
home for his readiness to accept 
Chancellor Merkel’s policies, 
said he was in favour of Greece 
remaining in the eurozone but this 
was in the hands of the Greeks 
themselves.

In the run-up to the talks Mr 
Samaras had engaged on a deter-
mined charm offensive, telling 
papers in Germany and France that 
a Greek exit from the euro would 
be catastrophic for Europe.

He repeated time and again 

his mantra that Greece wanted a 
“little breathing space” to enact 
key reforms and get the recession-
wracked economy moving again.

“The Germans will get their 
money back, that I guarantee per-
sonally. And all the others will get 
their money back too,” he pledged.

Mr Samaras insisted that “more 
time does not automatically mean 
more money.”

But German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schaeuble appeared to 
slap down this idea, saying: “More 
time would, in case of doubt, mean 
more money.” 

And conservative parliamen-
tary leader Volker Kauder was also 
adamant: “Nowhere is the saying 
that time is money so true as in 
this case,” he said. “And we cannot 
make more money available.”
Morning Star 

Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey

Data from the US National Snow 
and Ice Data Centre reveals shock-
ing statistics which point towards 
a record low ice coverage of the 
North Pole with fi ve more weeks 
of the ice melt season still to come. 
Was the intense storm over the 
Arctic Ocean to blame or is there 
something more sinister?

According to the latest report 
from the National Snow and Ice 
Data Centre (NSIDC), the extent 
of the Arctic sea ice in the fi rst 
fortnight of August was below 

the record low daily ice extents 
registered in 2007 and by August 
13, “ice extent was already among 
the four lowest summer minimum 
extents in the satellite record”. 
The report states that there was 
a rapid ice loss between August 
4 and August 8, which coincided 
with an intense storm in the Arctic 
Ocean.

In tangible and more exact 
terms, Arctic sea ice cover on 
August 13 stood at 5.09 million 
square kilometres, while at the 
previous low record on the same 
day in 2007, it was 5.56 million 

square kilometres. Furthermore, 
and more tellingly, the surface 
area of the ice cover is a full 2.69 
million square kilometres below 
the average area between 1979 
and 2000.

The data from the NSIDC is 
backed up by the Norwegian Data 
Centre, Nansen Environmental 
and Remote Sensing Centre, 
whose spokesperson, director and 
founder, recently declared in an 
interview to Reuters news agency 
that the ice cover “has never 
measured less than it does today”.
Pravda.Ru 
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The US government has taken 
extraordinary measures to defeat 
the Cuban revolution and undo 
Cuban independence. For sheer 
wrongness, the most notorious 
include the Bay of Pigs invasion, 
terrorist attacks, medical supplies 
blockaded, and persecution of the 
Cuban Five political prisoners. 
Now proceedings in the latter 
case take up previously neglected 
material confi rming its place on 
the short list.

On August 20 lawyer Martin 
Garbus fi led an affi davit with the 
trial judge in the Cuban Five case on 
behalf of prisoner Gerardo Hernandez, 
who is serving two life sentences. His 
earlier appeals having been denied, 
Hernandez fi led a Habeas Corpus 
appeal on June 14, 2010. The affi davit 
is part of that process. It details a story 
of illegality and arrogance.

Garbus and Bill Norris, law-
yer for prisoner Ramon Labañino, 

participated in an August 20 tel-
ephone press conference organised 
by the National Committee to Free 
the Five. Summarising the affi davit, 
they indicated that the Miami Herald, 
Nuevo Herald, and other Miami area 
newspapers and television outlets 
blanketed the region with reports and 
editorials directed against the Five 
before and during their trial that ended 
in 2001. The affi davit demonstrates, 
they said, that the US government’s 
Broadcasting Board of Governors paid 
the responsible reporters, editors, and 
broadcasters, ostensibly for services 
to Radio Martí, the propaganda outlet 
beamed at Cuba and based in Miami 
since 1996.

The idea, Garbus said, was to 
infl uence the community, sway the 
jury, and convict the Five, who 
came to Florida as Cuban agents in 
the 1990’s to monitor and report on 
private groups carrying out anti-Cuba 
terror attacks. They were arrested on 
September 12, 1998.

The court never considered 

the issues of government 
money and US assistance to the 
prosecutors. “The defence team had 
absolutely no knowledge ... we were 
not able to do anything that would 
have protected our clients.” lamented 
Bill Norris. Asked about legal prece-
dents, Garbus explained that although 
cases of harmful publicity are legion, 

there has never been 
“a case where you have seen so much 
government involvement in trying to 
infl uence a jury.” This one “stands 
by itself.”

According to the affi davit, El 
Nuevo Herald published 806 preju-
dicial articles during 194 trial days; 
the Miami Herald, 305 articles. “The 
entire community” knew who the 12 
jurors were. Most of the factual mate-
rial contained in the affi davit had been 
unearthed by the National Committee 
using the Freedom of Information Act.

Separate but overlapping Habeas 
Corpus pleas are underway for four 
of the prisoners still in jail. Antonio 
Guerrero, Ramon Labañino, and 
Gerardo Hernandez received one life 
sentence each for conspiracy to com-
mit espionage. On appeal, Guerrero 
was re-sentenced to 21 years, 10 
months, Labañino to 30 years. 
Convicted on lesser charges, Fernando 
González and René González received 
19 and 15 year sentences, respectively. 
Fernando’s sentence was reduced to 
17 years. René González was released 
on probation in 2011. Hernandez’ sec-
ond life sentence stems from convic-
tion on a murder conspiracy charge.

Hernandez’ Habeas Corpus appeal 
fi led in 2010 calls for his conviction 
being vacated on grounds of inef-
fective counsel, a biased trial venue 
interfering with due process, pros-
ecutorial misconduct, governmental 
failure to disclose evidence favouring 
Hernandez, and a “separate denial of 
due process resulting from the gov-
ernment’s payments to journalists.”

Defence lawyers, unable to 
introduce new facts into their Habeas 
Corpus appeal like payments to 
journalists, took steps. On June 6, 

2012, Hernandez’ 
lawyers fi led a motion asking for “an 
opportunity for discovery prior to an 
evidentiary hearing.” Garbus fi led the 
affi davit in support of that motion. It 
produces the facts he wants on the 
record. The motion “asks only for 
discovery [on] the claim relating to 
paid journalists.” It leaves Hernandez’ 
other claims for another day.

Garbus’ affi davit, which follows 
a government critique of the June 6 
motion, covers the journalists’ per-
sonal histories, how much US money 
they received, and what their articles, 
editorials, and broadcasts said. Radio 
Marti is castigated for illegally serving 
as a conduit for domestic propaganda. 
The affi davit notes prosecutorial and 
defence agreement that the govern-
ment did make the payments.

Concluding the affi davit with 
the essence of Gerardo’s legal claim, 
Garbus writes: “Every dollar for every 
article, image, radio or television 
show that was spent on this secret 
program violated the integrity of 
the trial.”

That the Miami atmosphere 
remains poisoned fi ve years after the 
trial was clear following the Miami 
Herald’s publication on September 
8, 2006 of a report titled, “10 Miami 
Journalists Take US Pay.” Author 
Oscar Corral and his story were 
discussed at the press conference 
and in the affi davit. For disclosing 
facts elaborated upon in the affi davit, 
Corral was accused of being a Cuban 
spy and threatened with death. Forced 
to move to a secret location together 
with his family, he soon resigned 
from the paper.
People’s World 

Govt paid 
to influence 
Cuba 5 jury

International

Fukushima disaster cleanup 
needs global cooperation
John Bachtell

CHICAGO: The Fukushima Dai-
ichi nuclear plant disaster – the 
worst in history – poses a growing 
threat to the Japanese people, glo-
bal community, and environment 
for years to come. The magnitude 
of the disaster requires global 
cooperation to resolve.

This is the opinion of Yusuteru 
Yamada, 73, a retired steel indus-
try engineer who stopped by the 
People’s World offi ce recently 
to give an exclusive interview. 
Yamada, founder of Skilled 
Veterans Corp for Fukushima 
(SVCF) toured the US recently 
to gain support for international 
scientifi c and technical cooperation 
and allowing retired skilled work-
ers to participate in the clean up.

Three reactors at the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant 
built along the northeast coast 
of Japan suffered meltdowns on 
March 11, 2011 after being struck 
by the most powerful earthquake 
(9.0) ever-recorded in Japan and 
the resulting 133-foot high tsu-
nami. Nearly 20,000 people were 
killed.

The disaster released more 
radiation into the air than either the 
Three Mile Island or Chernobyl 
disasters or all nuclear explosions 
including Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Liquid radiation is poisoning 
the Pacifi c Ocean and although no 
one knows for sure, it is suspected 
the reactor is melting the rock 
beneath the plant.

Over 150,000 people have 
been evacuated within a 20-kilo-
meter radius of the plant. Thirty-six 
percent of children living in the 
Fukushima prefect with a total 
population of two million have 

abnormal thyroid growths, includ-
ing cysts and other precancerous 
growths.

Fish caught only 12 miles off 
the coast have recorded radiation 
contamination levels 258 times the 
safe limit. And contamination is 
being found in bluefi sh tuna origi-
nating in Japanese waters, caught 
off the California coast. Radiation 
in the ocean is expected to reach 
the US Pacifi c coast in fi ve years.

Genetic mutations are now 
appearing in three generations of 
butterfl ies near the plant.

Yamada and the SVCF say the 
clean up needs to be taken out of 
the hands of the Tokyo Electric 
Power Company (TEPCO), owner 
of the nuclear plant.

“The Fukushima site should 
be a national project independent 
from TEPCO,” said Yamada. “Such 
a job can’t be handled by a profi t 
oriented company.”

Many believe the disaster could 
have been avoided but the entire 
history of the plant is shrouded 
in corruption, cost cutting, ignor-
ing design fl aws, site location 
concerns, and collusion with the 
national nuclear regulatory agency.

Japanese construction projects 
are traditionally organised through 
layers of contractors and subcon-
tractors. Yamada estimates there 
are 7-8 such layers employing over 
3,000 workers in the clean up. 
Such a setup hides what’s actually 
going from the public and is fertile 
ground for corruption.

Yamada said this disaster 
requires mobilising international 
expertise along with an interna-
tional inspection team.

“The nuclear industry in Japan 
is like a ‘nuclear village’ and is a 
very closed group. We need to open 

up that village, especially during 
the clean up,” he said.

This is one reason why Yamada 
and his colleagues are demanding 
retiree workers be involved in the 
clean up. They also believe current 
clean up workers are being over 
exposed to radiation and need to be 
protected.

“I am 72 and on average I 
probably have 13 to 15 years left 
to live,” he says. “Even if I were 
exposed to radiation, cancer could 
take 20 or 30 years or longer to 
develop. Therefore us older ones 
have less chance of getting cancer.”

Yamada says over 200 highly 
experienced retirees have offered 
their skills, including welders, 
crane operators, pipefi tters, engi-
neers, and even cooks.

Yamada travelled the US to 
encourage Americans and the 
Obama administration to pressure 
the Japanese government on the 
SVCF demands.

Yamada says the worst may be 
yet to come. A nuclear fuel pool 
has been left hanging 100 feet in 
the air in Unit 4. Another earth-
quake shock could bring it crashing 
down.

Yamada also noted that radia-
tion levels at Three Mile Island 
near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
began rising sharply fi ve years 
after the accident as workers began 
removing the nuclear fuel. At 
Fukushima, the spent nuclear fuel 
rods must be removed fi rst, and 
badly damaged container capsules 
repaired before any fuel can be 
removed. The process to remove 
fuel won’t even start for 10 years.

“I want to do my part so that a 
negative legacy will not remain for 
future generations,” he said.
People’s World 
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The world 
is watching!
The calls for the Australian government 
to give some serious Consular and dip-
lomatic support to embattled Australian 
Julian Assange, presently holed up in a tiny 
fl at in the Ecuador Embassy in London, 
has predictably fallen on deaf ears. Our 
esteemed Foreign Minister and noted poseur 
Bob Carr has “witheringly” dismissed the 
idea, according to one media report.

Not that anyone expected him to actually 
stand up for Assange. After all, the man has 
embarrassed our great ally, the USA, releasing 
hundreds of cables the US government did not 
want to see the light of day. They confi rmed, 
once again, that the US government routinely 
and regularly lies to its allies, its lawmakers 
and its own people.

Of course, this is no longer the scandal it 
would have been only a few short years ago. 
Once, this sort of revelation would bring down 
governments or presidents, but no more. Now, 
the US president openly sets aside one morn-
ing a week on which to decide who his fl eet of 
drones will assassinate this week. Why would 
a government that functions with that kind 
of morality be pissed off at anything Julian 
Assange could do?

Because, thanks to Assange’s outfit 
WikiLeaks releasing copies of all those secret 
US diplomatic cables, the USA’s customary 
underhanded “behind closed doors” activities 
have suddenly come right out into the open. 
And they are not pretty.

The US does not like to expose its dirty 
linen in public. Its cherished propaganda posi-
tion as “leader of the Free world” depends on 
its maintaining a semblance of integrity, of 
respect for democratic rights, of the rule of law, 
of standing up for the weak against the strong.

But if the US is going to go around pay-
ing religious extremists to foment trouble in 
countries the US is supposedly friendly with, if 
the US is going to organise the murder of trade 
union leaders, is going to supply arms to terror-
ist groups to carry out bombings and massacres 
because it suits US “national interests”, then 
regardless of the amount of media control pro-
US moguls may have, the US is going to lose 
its ability to take the moral high ground – so 
beloved of Hillary Clinton – and will fi nd itself 
relegated to the position of despised outcast, a 
dangerous pariah, shunned by civilised people 
everywhere.

The powerful corporate interests that make 
the policy decisions for US capital have rid-
den rough shod over the protests of the public 
on numerous occasions in the past. The legal 
murders of Sacco and Vanzetti, of Joe Hill, of 
the Rosenbergs, of many others; the unpunished 
lynchings of African-Americans, Hispanics and 
labour organisers of whatever race – in such 
numbers that black activists in the US were able 
to justify the use of the term “genocide” – and 
the launching of the war against Iraq despite 
unprecedented protest demonstrations all over 
the world, all point to a social and legal system 
in a sorry state of decay.

Capitalist corporations once dictated their 
will to the world. A century ago, a Julian 
Assange would have been squashed like a 
gnat. No one would have dared to give him 
shelter. But those days are gone, even if the 
great capitalist corporations and the govern-
ments that do their bidding are having trouble 
recognising the fact. Today, not only has little 
Ecuador defi ed the might of the new American 
empire, but it has been backed up by 12 other 
South American countries who are supporting 
Ecuador’s President Correa, including Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, 
and Venezuela.

Bradley Manning, the courageous, noble 
young Marine who recognised the outrageous 
immorality of the policies exemplifi ed in the 
cables and at great risk to himself passed copies 
of them to Assange, should have been made a 
US national hero, for upholding the principles 
of the country’s Constitution. Instead, he has 
spent more than 815 days in the physical and 
mental hell of a US military prison without 
trial. The legal maximum in the US is 120 days. 
But the Obama administration has long since 
abandoned the rule of law. (If the Democrats are 
this unconscionable, one hesitates to think what 
evils a Republican president might resort to.)

On Sunday, August 19, 2012, WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange appeared on a low 
balcony of the embassy of Ecuador in London, 
his fi rst public appearance since seeking refuge 
there two months ago. Speaking to the crowd 
below, he said: “On Wednesday night after a 

threat was sent to this embassy and the police 
descended on the building, you came out in the 
middle of the night to watch over it and you 
brought the world’s eyes with you.

“Inside the embassy, after dark, I could 
hear teams of police swarming into the building 
through the internal fi re escape. But I knew that 
there would be witnesses.

“And that is because of you. If the UK did 
not throw away the Vienna Conventions the 
other night, it is because the world was watch-
ing. And the world was watching because you 
were watching.

“The next time somebody tells you that it 
is pointless to defend the rights we hold dear, 
remind them of your vigil in the dark outside 
the Embassy of Ecuador, and how, in the morn-
ing, the sun came up on a different world, and 
a courageous Latin American nation took a 
stand for justice.”

And a correspondent in the US, Rich Smith, 
adds: “Here’s another reason why President 
Correa was inclined to grant Assange asylum, 
besides as a reaction to the bullying, fascist 
behaviour of the UK, Sweden, and of course the 
Empire. We shouldn’t forget that the primary 
accuser [against Assange], Anna Ardin, was 
co-involved with Carlos Alberto Montaner, a 
right wing independent agent of the CIA, in 
anti-Cuban activity. Montaner keeps popping up 
as a regular supporter of South American coups, 
both successful and unsuccessful. Besides the 
ones in Honduras and Venezuela, he is believed 
to have been directly involved in the one against 
Correa in Ecuador.

“Correa cannot possibly be unaware of 
all this CIA intrigue, and if I were him I’d be 
pissed off.” 

Letters / Culture & Life

Plight of the youth

It is important to defend asylum 
seekers but similar abuses are 
also occurring towards our youth 
and it is up to us a communists to 
defend them because no one else 
will.  A large percentage of our 
youth are imprisoned in a system 
that does not use steel prison fences 
to suppress them but i nstead uses 
economic and political fences to 
suppress them with just as much 
effect.

In some parts of Australia includ-
ing the outskirts of Melbourne and 
Sydney there is up to 40 percent 
youth unemployment. The capitalist 
system says to this youth you can 
go and jump, we do not need you in 
“our” society anymore but not only 
do we not need you, we are no longer 
even going to train you at TAFE. 
The savings for the bourgeois is that 
they no longer have to pay any tax 

which previously was used to train 
our youth. Why should we train the 
youth anymore they gloat, we can 
pick up already trained workers from 
the Third World, thus point out the 
capitalists as they count the extra 
millions they will be able to pocket.

So as to not feel guilty for their 
greed, they use their capitalist propa-
ganda machine (the media) to reverse 
the argument and instead blame the 
youth as being lazy individuals. They 
also blame the youth for anti-social 
behaviour when they respond to the 
capitalist system in anger. However, 
the real anti-social behaviour is by a 
system that openly abuses the youth 
by denying them any opportunities to 
even function in society but instead 
leaves them outside it. So that they 
do not starve to death it gives them 
Newstart, a payment below the pov-
erty line.

So here is an unemployed youth 
with no hope of a job and no chance 
of even being able to beat the next 
door neighbour for a job because the 
system no longer trains them for work. 
Well, this is the imprisoned youth 
with nowhere to move and nowhere 
to go. The Salvation Army makes 
the point that there are half a million 
children living in families that do not 
have a job and that an awful lot of 
these youth are going to be mentally 
disturbed long term by the circum-
stances that the capitalist system 
forces on them. Clearly youth suicide 

is also about a system that impedes 
any opportunities to be able to enjoy 
life because everyone in society is 
your competitive enemy. A similar 
experience that the asylum seeker 
experiences when it is analysed.

After the Second World War 
capitalism copied the Soviet Union 
in an attempt to put on a humane 
face (a 30 year temporary measure) 
so it “recognised” that having a job 
was a human right – and it is. It is the 
ultimate human right in a capitalist 
society because you are excluded 
out of society without it. The ques-
tion for us as communists is how we 
make connections with this part of 
the community, especially this year 
when we are on a membership drive?

Howard Patterson
Vic

Apology long overdue
So, the Australian Parliament has 
issued an offi cial state apology 
to the late, great sprinter Peter 
Norman who won the 200-metre 
silver medal at the 1968 Mexico 
City Olympic. Long overdue.

Norman’s “crime” was to stand in 
solidarity with the winners of the gold 
and bronze medals, Tommy Smith 
and John Carlos, who on the podium 
lowered their heads and raised a fi st 
in a Black Power salute.

Norman wore a badge, “Olympic 

Project for Human Rights”. Years later 
he explained, “I couldn’t see why a 
black man wasn’t allowed to drink out 
of the same water fountain or sit in the 
same bus or go to the same schools 
as a white guy. That was just social 
injustice that I couldn’t do anything 
about from where I was but I certainly 
abhorred it.”

When he came back from the 
Games – to his country which had 
racial exclusion laws of its own – he 
was punished for his action. Banned 
from competitive running, denied 
membership of the 1972 Australian 
Olympic team, refused work, his 
family harassed.

Six years after his death there has 
been an apology, as follows:

“That this House recognises the 
extraordinary athletic achievements 
of the late Peter Norman, who won 
the silver medal in the 200 metres 
sprint running at the 1968 Mexico 
City Olympics, in a time of 20.06 
seconds, which still stands as an 
Australian record;

“Acknowledges the bravery of 
Peter Norman in donning an Olympic 
Project for Human Rights badge on 
the podium, in solidarity with African-
American athletes Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos, who gave the Black 
Power salute;

“Apologies to peter Norman 
for the wrong done by Australia 
in failing to send him to the 1972 
Munich Olympics, despite repeatedly 
qualifying; and belatedly recognises 
the powerful role that Peter Norman 
played in furthering racial equality.”

As John Carlos put it: “There is 
no one in the nation of Australia that 
should be honoured, recognised and 
appreciated more than Peter Norman. 
He should be recognised for his 
humanitarian concerns, his character 
and his willingness to be a sacrifi cial 
lamb for justice.”

The lead pall bearers at his funeral 
were Tommie Smith and John Carlos.

T Southern
Qld
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Julian Assange appeared on a low balcony of the embassy of Ecuador in London, his fi rst public 
appearance since seeking refuge there two months ago.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Write a letter to the Editor
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Someone once asked the great 
Soviet writer Maxim Gorki 

“how do you write for children?” 
to which Gorki replied: “The same 
way you write for adults – only bet-
ter!” In other words, you don’t write 
down to them, you don’t offer them 
rubbish on the grounds that anything 
deeper is beyond their understanding, 
you don’t trivialise life because your 
readers are children and incapable of 
comprehending genuine problems.

And then there are the people who 
write children’s animated television 
series. They apparently have an idée 
fi xe about what children like: gore, 
splatter, destruction, silliness and 
gross bodily functions and effectively 
nothing else. The new children’s car-
toon series Fleabag Monkeyface 
(ABC3 Sundays from September 2 
at 8.10am) is based on a successful 
series of British children’s books, but 
is conventionally plotted (villainous 
TV scientist Dr Dirk Spamfl ex is try-
ing to take over the world – of course) 
and loaded with grossness.

The best thing you can say about 
it is that it is probably harmless. One 
positive feature is the depiction of 
the two chums at the heart of the 
program – Gene and Gerald – as 
racially mixed.

I did not see the fi rst two epi-
sodes of the three-part series 

Hidden Treasures With Griff Rhys 
Jones so I was unaware that besides 

being funny and able to sail a yacht, 
Griff is apparently knowledgeable 
about textiles and carpets and very 
appreciative of indigenous art. 
Watching the third instalment, Indian 
Art (ABC1 Sunday September 2 
at 3.00pm), however, one is quickly 
alerted to this aspect of his character.

He travels to Gujarat in North-
West India, famous for its handmade 
textiles that were traded with the 
ancient Greeks and Persians. Here 
he sees examples of intricate, hand-
embroidered fl oor cloths and wedding 
clothes, some of the fl oor cloths so 
huge that it took a team of people 
years to make them. Not surprisingly, 
he fi nds that no one makes such amaz-
ing cloths anymore.

In fact, one standout feature of 
the program is the realisation that 
this kind of village craft is becom-
ing a thing of the past. He travels to 
villages out in the North West plains, 
where once a woman could not marry 
unless she brought a dowry of her 
own embroidery. Women spent years 
working on beautiful clothes and lin-
ens, but today, even in these villages, 
that is regarded as old fashioned and 
oppressive of women. Now, young 
girls want an education and cannot 
spend years doing embroidery.

In one area, they have actually 
banned embroidered dowry gifts, to 
prevent girls being pressured to sac-
rifi ce their education and their future 
for an outmoded custom.

Incidental to Griff’s investigations 
of traditional Indian folk art is the 
program’s depiction of India itself: 
the cacophony of noise, the colourful 
clothing seen in the streets, the alarm-
ing sight of fi ve people (including 
children) riding on one motor scooter 
through busy traffi c, the extreme 
poverty of so many people.

I thought the fi rst series of the 
Australian sitcom Lowdown 

(ABC1 Thursdays from September 
6 at 9.30pm) was a mix of the forced, 
the mild, the weak and the occasion-
ally funny. Season two seems to be 
more of the same.

The situation, surely the key 

component of any sitcom, should 
fl ow easily and logically from the 
actions of its leads as those same 
actions complicate and impact on 
both the situation and the characters 
themselves. The audience should be 
hugging itself in anticipatory glee 
at “where this is going”, and most 
importantly, the gag should build 
as it progresses, until the audience 
collapses with laughter and then the 
build-up begins anew.

Thinking up a promising situation 
for our wretched central character to 
be placed in and then doing nothing 
very comic with it is just sad. But very 
typical of television comedy today: 
people talking to one another is not 
all that funny unless their dialogue is 
peppered with clever lines.

Just having your characters 
behave as relatively normal people 
would in the same situation is not 
really a sound or imaginative comic 
device. The cast of Lowdown are 
capable of better stuff than this. All 
they need is a really good script. 
After watching an episode of the new 

series I felt like I had been belaboured 
around the head with a wet fi sh. The 
writers seem more concerned with 
persuading us that the show is funny 
than with actually making it funny.

I was once part of a small audi-
ence at a fi lm buff’s house 

watching a screening of the American 
musical about baseball and the Devil, 
Damn Yankees. The fi lm’s female 
lead was famed Broadway hoofer 
Gwen Verdun. Several of the people 
present were also dancers (from the 
Tivoli, I think), and they watched 
her with fascination. At one point, 
as Gwen danced up a storm, one of 
the group gasped in awe: “Look at 
her – she’s dancing double time to a 
four-four beat!”

The fi lm itself is unremarkable, 
but if you admire the dancing exem-
plifi ed by Broadway, then track it 
down and enjoy watching Gwen 
Verdun showing how it should be 
done.

I was reminded of that night 
while watching the “launch special” 
of Pineapple Dance Studios (ABC2 

Friday September 7 at 11.00pm). 
The launch special is to prepare us 
for the series proper which starts the 
following week (but on a different 
night, Thursdays – go fi gure).

It’s an engaging snapshot of a 
popular London dance studio, and 
the very hardworking dancers who 
spend so much of their time there, 
practising, rehearsing, looking for 
work. As one of the staff comments: 
there isn’t much work, there’s a lot of 
competition, it isn’t well paid. They 
do it because they want to dance.

The most colourful character at 
the studio is the Artistic Director, 
Louie Spence, proudly displaying to 
the assembled dancers how supple he 
still is with a series of back fl ips that 
would have taxed a much younger 
man and earn applause from his audi-
ence. Stereotypically, he is witty and 
charming, rather like this little fi lm.

Finally, keep your eye on 
Sinbad (ABC1 Saturdays 

from September 8 at 8.20pm). Shot 
in Malta, it promises to be imagina-
tive fun. 

Rob Gowland
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Bob Briton: Could you tell us about devel-
opments within the Bolivarian Revolution, its 
achievements since we spoke in 2006 and any 
differences in the way benefi ts are delivered 
to the people? Is there still a situation of dual 
authority in the country – the old ministries 
existing alongside new structures?

Carolus Wimmer: We can say that we are 
very glad that despite the attempts by imperial-
ism, especially US imperialism, to destroy the 
Bolivarian Revolution or to stop it, the will of 
the people, the will of the working class and the 
will of the revolutionary parties and the will of 
the leader, Hugo Chávez, we have managed to 
continue this Bolivarian Revolution. We can 
say that now a lot of things are more mature, 
for example the necessity for a Marxist-Leninist 
Party is now clear.

There was a great discussion in 2007 about 
whether there should be a single party of the 
Revolution. The Communist Party conducted a 
special discussion and we are open to discuss-
ing this question in the future. At this moment 
we have decided – and we think our decision 
is correct – to maintain a Marxist-Leninist, 
Communist Party which carries out its work 
among the working class, which builds class-
oriented trade unions, which organises the 
workers for the revolutionary process.

As a Party we cannot understand the idea 
of building a revolution without the leadership 
of the working class. This is one of the discus-
sions we are having in Venezuela and to have 
this discussion it is necessary to have a class-
oriented, Marxist-Leninist Party.

We can say during these years, the people 
and the workers have really received a lot 
of benefi ts. We can say that in every family 
someone has received some important results 
from the revolution. Maybe there are still a lot 
of diffi culties, people who from the individual 
point of view still have a lot of problems and 
needs. But when we look at it not from the 
point of view of capitalism, not as a number 
of individuals but as families or as a class we 
can see a lot of results that would have been 
impossible without the Bolivarian Revolution.

Here we can give one example – this year a 
new labour law was approved. This is important 
in Venezuela. It was discussed by the workers 
and with the workers and you can say that with 
this law we have recovered a lot of rights lost 
during the terrible time of the 1980s and ‘90s 
when the different governing parties pushed 
forward neo-liberal policies of privatisation 
in all sectors, when workers lost permanent 
employment and a lot of social rights. Very 
important in this new law is recognition of a 
new type of workers’ organisation parallel to 
the trade unions.

This labour law makes possible the creation 
of Socialist Worker Councils. The idea is that 
the benefi ts are not only material. Of course, 

there have been a lot of advances in the fi elds 
of education, healthcare, housing, culture and 
labour rights but there are also benefi ts in the 
political conditions. As the Communist Party of 
Venezuela we see it as necessary at this time, 
after 13 years of the Bolivarian Revolution, that 
we take a step forward in the direction that the 
working class must control production on the 
one hand and must have the political control of 
the Bolivarian Revolution.

In these Socialist Worker Councils the 
concept is for workers to control the planning 
or take part in the planning of production, 
the administration of the company with total 
transparency. For example, we hear often from 
the bosses, the owners of the company, that 
there must be a reduction in the personnel, the 
number of workers because the company is in 
trouble. We say in Venezuela that in that case 
the workers have the right to see the books to 
see if that it is the reality or a lie on the part of 
the capitalist owners. On the other hand, if there 
are troubles in the company we know that the 
fault usually lies with the management and not 
the workers. In this situation the workers have 
to fi nd solutions with the owners that exclude 
the loss of workers’ jobs.

These are examples of some of the benefi ts 
of the Bolivarian Revolution to this point. Of 
course, it’s a transition in the capitalist struc-
ture of the state to a non-capitalist structure. 
We are going forward in this but the dominant 

model is still the capitalist structure of the state 
of Venezuela. For that reason it is necessary 
that, alongside the ministries as you called 
them, alongside the government structure that 
we continue with the social missions, as we 
call them in Venezuela. They are continuing. 
Nowadays they have a higher quality. For 
example in healthcare there were fi rst small 
units for treatment of patients distributed in the 
suburbs. Now you can say that we have a third 
level of high-technology treatment in popular 
hospitals in this health care mission.

Also, when we met in 2006 the mission 
began with reading and writing with the “Yes I 
Can” program. Now we have a mission in educa-
tion with the great solidarity of the Cuban gov-
ernment to reach the university level. We have 

new universities. So we have great advances in 
the education profession. We are also advancing 
in political and ideological education.

BB: What are the next likely steps towards 
socialism and which forces are leading the way?

CW: Regarding socialism – for the 
Communist Party we don’t consider that we 
are building socialism in a direct form. In the 
Communist Party we describe this moment as 
the anti-imperialist struggle and in that strug-
gle we are working to build the anti-imperialist 
front. It’s very important because we say we 
have to go forward very cautiously; we have 
to maintain a majority in the different struggles 

including in the election. It is very important 
to know what the historic moment is and with 
which allies we can go forward.

Of course, it’s very important in this anti-
imperialist work we are carrying out now that 
there is an anti-capitalist and pro-socialist 
orientation and concept. The Communist 
Party views its work with great responsibility. 
It concentrates its efforts on the workers, to 
organise them in class-oriented trade unions to 
provide them with a political and ideological 
education. We do this to show that we favour 
the working class and to maintain our inde-
pendence to criticise and to propose solutions 
when we think decisions have been made by 
the government that don’t favour the working 
class or the people in general.

We have an extremely good relationship 
with President Chávez. It’s well known that 
ours was the fi rst party in Venezuela to select 
him as candidate for the election to take place 
on October 7. The decision was made at our last 
Party Congress. We see with President Chávez 
our strategic allies and we maintain fraternal 
relations with the Socialist Party [PSUV]. At 
the moment you can say that we are the two 
parties moving forward with the work of the 
election campaign, in the leadership of the 
election campaign there are the Socialist Party 
and the Communist Party.

There is another important political work 
to build up the Great Patriotic Pole (Gran Polo 
Patriótico), which should be a strategic alliance 
of political parties, of mass movements, of the 
women’s movement, of the youth, of the farm-
ers, of workers in the fi eld of culture. In this 
area of the building up of the Great Patriotic 
Pole, the Communist Party also has a lot of 
responsibilities in the frontline and, with the 
Socialist Party, has the responsibility to build 
the Consejo Patriótico de los Partidos Politicos 
[the Patriotic Council of Political Parties], which 
has seven political parties in it. We are sure that 
President Chávez, who has recovered well from 
a very bad illness, should win the presidential 
election of October 7 but, as revolutionaries, we 
know the enemy – especially US imperialism 
and the national bourgeoisie – will do anything 
legal or illegal to make this victory impossible.

There have been the expressions of the 
US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, that 
unforeseen events will take place. It’s a threat 
to undermine the democratic right for elections. 
For that we are optimistic that we will have a 
victory for President Chávez but as a Party and 
a class we must have great revolutionary vigi-
lance to mobilise all the supporters of Chávez 
on October 7 but also that we must defend the 
victory later. The stance of the opposition hasn’t 
changed. We are speaking here of revolution 
and counter-revolution.
(To be continued) 

Carolus Wimmer speaking in Adelaide.

Venezuela today – great 
achievements, grave threats

Very important in this new law is 
recognition of a new type of workers’ 

organisation parallel to the trade unions. 
This labour law makes possible the 

creation of Socialist Worker Councils. 

Carolus Wimmer prefers to be called simply “Carolus” or “comrade”. He’s 
uncomfortable being introduced in progressive circles as a Deputy in the Latin 
American Parliament (Parlatino), the editor of a discussion journal called Debate 
Abierto (Open Debate), host of a weekly current affairs radio program, a member 
of the Politburo of the Communist Party of Venezuela and the Party’s secretary for 
international relations. That’s just a short list of his duties but, while Carolus is humble 
about his achievements, its reproduction here may help readers appreciate his deep 
understanding of developments in Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution. He is a very 
active participant i n the great changes taking place in the country.

Carolus recently completed a tour of Australia as guest of the Communist Party of 
Australia. In Adelaide he took time out of his busy schedule to record an interview with 
Bob Briton from The Guardian. The first part of the interview appears below.


