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MUA prepares for big fight
“No automation
without negotiant™

Anna Pha

“No automation without negotiation is the
way it has to be and we won’t stop fighting
until the battle is won”, Maritime Union of
Australia (MUA) national secretary Paddy
Crumlin said. The union looks set for
another big struggle against the company
that attempted to wipe it out in the 1998
waterfront dispute. This time the aim is
full automation of its waterfront operation
at Port Botany in Sydney, at a cost of more
than half its employees’ jobs.

Patrick, now owned by Asciano, said it
would be automating and expanding its opera-
tions and cutting 270 of its 511workforce at
Port Botany by mid-2014. It is also consider-
ing automating its Melbourne and Fremantle
ports. Patrick carried out a similar operation in
Brisbane Port in 2005, which is still to deliver
the promised productivity and cost-cutting
results.

The company failed to mention its plans
during 20 months of negotiations with the MUA
around a new enterprise bargaining agreement.
It callously waited until the agreement had been
signed before publicising its plans last month
to automate its facilities at the port.

Crumlin said the union would take “every
legal, political, industrial and commercial step”
and “will fight to the death over this.”

It has sought the support of the International
Transport Workers’ Federation (IFT), paving the
way for possible action at overseas ports against
ships planning to visit Australia. Crumlin is the
president of the ITF.

The union has already received dozens
of letters of support from unions affiliated to
the ITF expressing their support for the Port
Botany wharfies.

The union has indicated its preparedness to
enter into negotiations with the company on the
introduction of technology, but Patrick is seek-
ing to do it without negotiations or agreement
with the union.

The automation is centred around the
introduction of auto-stacking cranes which lift
and transfer containers (from the wharf onto
the truck) and driverless straddles for moving
containers along the wharf.

It is not often that the Murdoch Australian
(19-07-2012) is critical of an employer plan-
ning to sack workers. But in an article under

3

For social progress
and democratic
economic
development

Rates of sicide

the headline “Asciano boss Mullen should have
been upfront”, John Durie takes issue with its
methods: “ASCIANO hoss John Mullen is either
naive or playing games when he expresses blind
confidence in the Maritime Union of Australia’s
acceptance of his landmark $348 million invest-
ment in automating his container operations at
Port Botany.”

Durie said that “Mullen and his team appear
to be guilty of an extraordinarily blinkered view
in their dealings with their workers.

“Industrial relations is a two-way street, and
the best way to get workers onside is to actu-
ally bring them inside the tent and work with
them on new developments rather than deliver
ultimatums, starting with job losses.”

Of course Durie did not oppose the job
losses. The Australian has not gone soft on trade
unions. It does not want what it sees as avoid-
able disruption to shipping which could affect
the mining corporations and other exporters.

Patrick’s approach was provocative to say
the least, as though it were looking for a fight
with the MUA.

The other stevedoring company at Port
Botany, DP World, is in negotiations with the
MUA over plans to introduce auto-stacking
cranes there. Unlike Patrick, DP World has not
raised the question of automating its straddles.

A third stevedore, Hutchinson, is about to
set up operations in the port. It is negotiating a
Greenfield agreement with the MUA. Its plans
so far are for auto-stacking cranes but not
automated straddles.

Patrick is the only one of the three to
announce its intention to automate the straddles.
If it succeeds in its plans the only remaining
wharfies will be the few who lash and secure
the cargo.

Revolutionary change

The waterfront underwent significant
changes in the 1950s with mechanisa-
tion and then again in the 1960s and ’70s,
when thousands of jobs were lost through
containerisation.

Workers on the waterfront now face a third
round of significant change with new revolution-
ary technology that could see the operation of
ports largely automated. The major stevedoring
companies are introducing the new automated
equipment in major ports around the world.

The companies have little concern for the
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“a national
tragedy”

Palestine
Liberation Day

Driverless straddles part of the trend to full automation.

social consequences of their actions. The aim
of automation is to increase the rate of exploita-
tion of what remains of their workforces and
boost profits.

The MUA accepts that a certain level of
automation is inevitable. It is fighting for the
right to negotiate the terms and extent of its
introduction and for some of the productivity
gains to flow on to waterside workers.

Their demands include a 30-hour week,
permanent employment for all workers and
regular rostering arrangements that suit workers.

The new technology, as in previous changes
on the waterfront has seen huge changes in the
nature of the work. There is great potential for
the technology to benefit workers and society,
but in the hands of the private, profit-driven
corporate sector its aim is higher profits. Workers
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count for little, as can be seen by Patrick’s
attitude to its employees.

High tech changes are not confined to the
waterfront. In the mining sector labour has been
and continues to be displaced at a rate previ-
ously inconceivable. Across industry workers
are being replaced by technology. More and
more is being produced or transported by fewer
and fewer workers.

Individual corporations might be wallowing
in a profit bonanza for now, but further down the
track the high tech revolution will come back
to bite them. Who will have the money to buy
what they produce? The less they share of the
productivity increases with workers the faster
they are building a crisis of “overproduction”
and the next recession with the bankruptcies
that follow. &
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Governments agree —
blame the teachers!

A race has been on to see which Australian government could
talk more about “teacher quality”. Victoria and Queensland have
made impressive runs but star of the field has been NSW education
minister Adrian Piccoli. He wants to use the NSW government’s
position as the main employer to force change upon the state’s
universities to limit enrolments in teacher courses and to force
them to produce more maths, science and language teachers. The
minister says he also wants more teachers for regional areas.

Piccoli notes that many students from teacher training courses
never wind up in the classroom. The problem, he says, is the
preponderance of low-grade, poorly motivated applicants being
exploited as “cash cows” by universities. A lack of funding and
other resources for public education and a lack of secure jobs for
graduates are never identified as major factors. Somebody is going
to be blamed for the multiple failings of the emerging neo-liberal
education system and the consensus in Australian governments is
that it is going to be teachers and aspiring teachers.

“We want to lead Australia in terms of these kinds of reforms.
There’s an opportunity to be bold here, and to change things
that | know many people have thought for a long time needed
changing. Nothing is off the table,” the NSW minister said. That
vanguard spirit was very much in evidence at a meeting of the
country’s education ministers earlier this month. Teachers are going
to be subjected to an annual performance review administered by
individual schools to identify the poor performers.

Federal education minister Peter Garrett is also keen to pin the
blame on teachers for mounting social problems but uses softer
language. This is all about helping teachers, he claims. “Every
teacher every year in Australia will have an annual performance
review and there will be ongoing professional development support
throughout their careers,” he said. “That’s a huge step forward
because we will be able to get continuous development and, if we
have under-performing teachers, they will get the help they need
to improve.”

Teachers smell a rat. Their union, the Australian Education
Union (AEU), notes that a charter developed by the Australian
Institute of Teaching and Learning to describe a national approach
to education “reform” has had the word “resources” removed
from the text. Education, unlike defence for example, is one of
those areas that cannot be improved by “throwing money at it”,
according to the neo-liberals dictating education policy in recent
times. The original text committed signatories to “support for
professional learning through school structures, explicit planning
and the allocation of time and resources.” That sounds too much
like an actual commitment.

AEU federal president Angelo Gavrielatos points out that the
latest talk of reform is another example of “describing more things
that should be done to teachers.”

“Where are the resources necessary to provide teachers and
school leaders with the time and space to engage in professional
learning, the time and space to work together to evaluate and
improve teaching and learning programs in the interest of
improving student outcomes?”, Mr Gavrielatos asks.

The talk in state and federal government circles about teacher
quality is not genuine. It’s not about assisting teachers to improve
their performance. “Teacher quality is an easy thing for ministers
to talk about because it makes it seem that the responsibility lies
somewhere else,” as Australian College of Educators national
president Bob Lingard noted. The slogans are being used to
keep a teacher-bashing, union-bashing atmosphere alive so that
the privatising strategy of state and federal governments can be
pursued with the least resistance. The Prime Minister long ago
identified education (along with health) as one of the last sectors
of social undertaking that has not been completely reordered by
market forces. She made a commitment to finish off that task.
And we all know what a success story that approach has been
wherever else it has been imposed!

PRESS FUND

Before the Games, our swimmers were offered meagre
compensation for expenses, but a special payment if they won

a medal. The implication? Representing their country and the
thrill of competition were insufficient incentive; they also had to
have an extra bundle of dollars dangled in front of their faces. All
our Olympians should be properly rewarded for competing, not
belittled by such crass, insulting schemes. But enough! The Press
Fund is also in a race, to reach a target of $14,000 to help cover
our operating costs this year. So please, if you possibly can, send
us in something for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

NS, in memory of Peter Symon $100

Anon $10, DP Cartwright $20, E Durston $10, M Manion $5, Ron
Reed $42, “Round Figure” $13

This week’s total: $200 Progressive total: $6,590

Toro — time to come
clean on costs

Western Australia’s peak environ-
ment group, the Conservation
Council of WA, one of the appel-
lants against Toro Energy Ltd’s
proposed Wiluna uranium mine,
has called on the company to reveal
the expected costs for closure and
rehabilitation for the mine, which
the Council says could make the
project uneconomic.

Piers Verstegen, CCWA Director
said “Under WA’s new mine closure
guidelines, mining companies are
required to pay the full costs of
mine closure. In addition, the WA
Parliament recently passed a motion
that would require uranium mine
waste to be isolated from the environ-
ment for no less than 10,000 years.”

He said that despite these require-
ments, Toro are making claims about
the financial viability of the Wiluna
uranium project without disclosing
the costs of mine closure and reha-
bilitation to shareholders, the WA

government or the community they
expect to host the mine.

“Mining giants BHP and Cameco
have both recently concluded that
their uranium projects in WA and
South Australia are not economically
viable. After carefully analysing the
cost structure of uranium projects,
including the very high mine closure
and rehabilitation costs, these com-
panies have shelved their projects as
they simply don’t stack up.

“The big difference between Toro
Energy and the mining giants is they
have no operating mining projects
and nothing to lose. Unlike BHP and
Cameco who have huge portfolios at
stake, Toro energy could easily aban-
don an uneconomic uranium mine and
leave the clean-up bill to be paid by
WA taxpayers.

“Even their largest investor Oz
Minerals, which holds a 43 percent
stake in the company, described
Toro as a “tiny company” and a “non

core asset” at their recent AGM in
Melbourne.

“It may be that Toro’s business
model does not involve ever paying
their mine closure costs, with the
company instead planning to abandon
the mine site and leave this liability to
the WA taxpayer. This would explain
the company’s failure to account for
mine closure costs in the information
they have provided to shareholders.

“Given this very real possibility,
the WA government should apply the
same standards used by the big min-
ing companies in assessing uranium
proposals. If companies like BHP and
Cameco are not prepared to gamble
their extensive assets on this uncertain
industry, our government should not
be prepared to gamble taxpayers’
money and the health of our environ-
ment and communities on uranium
mining.” &

Solidarity call from the Philippines

May First Movement Labour Centre

Dear friends,

The Philippines is being battered
by continuous rains for two weeks
now. The rains, caused by Typhoon
Gener last week and by the Southwest
monsoon now, have caused massive
flooding in many parts of the country,
particularly in Luzon islands.

In many areas, entire houses
have been submerged in water. Many
residents were not able to save their
properties, store food, and keep dry
clothes. Many of the areas affected by
the floods are urban poor and work-
ers’ communities which are home to
many members of KMU" unions and
mass organisations. So far, at least
9,742 families have been affected by
floods in several parts of the National
Capital Region.

We are still gathering data from
our chapters in Central Luzon,
Northern Luzon and Southern Tagalog
regions on the extent of damage in
their communities. Task Force Obrero,
of which KMU is a member, had its

Sydney

initial drive of gathering relief goods
for the victims of massive floods.
The group, composed of volunteers
from KMU, Anakpawis Partylist and
Piston, went to several areas in Project
3 in Quezon City.

It was able to gather a significant
amount of clothing, canned goods,
coffee, milk, and other relief goods
in a matter of few hours. The goods
will be distributed in Marikina City
and Bagong Silangan, Quezon City.
These are some of the areas worst-hit
by the flooding. We are also prepar-
ing a feeding program as many of the
evacuees are getting hungry in the
evacuation sites.

We kindly ask the support of our
friends in the international community
in our efforts to provide immediate
relief to thousands of victims of this
recent calamity. While we appreciate
material goods, we highly encourage
you to send financial support which
we can use for our rehabilitation
efforts.

SOUP KITCHEN

SUNDAY 19 AUGUST
6-8pm
GAELIC CLUB
64 Devonshire Street, Surry Hills

(2 mins walk from Central Station Devonshire Street exit)

HOUSING ACTION
LAUNCH and FUND RAISER

soup and bread provided
drinks at bar

entertainment

speakers entry

$20/5%12

Mare than 20% of people in private housing in Sydney are under housing stress,

but between 2000 and 2010, the number of public housing dwellings in NSW fell
about 10%, or more than 12,000 properties. Sydney Council has a “social
cleansing” agenda, cutting the proportion of public housing in the City from 10.4%

in 2006 to 7.5% as part of the Council's 2030 Vision. HOUSING ACTION is

standing for the Sydney City Council in the September 8 local government
elections for increased public housing and stop the privatisation of public land.

Authorised by Hannah Middleton, 74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills NSW 2010

For cash donations, you can
send it to this peso account: Account
Number: 001490130789 Name of
holder: Priscila S. Ang-Maniquiz
(KMU national treasurer) and Rogelio
M. Soluta (KMU national secretary-
general) Name of Bank: Banco de Oro
Bank Address: Aurora Blvd, Anonas,
Quezon City 2

You can also send it through
Western Union: Name of beneficiary:
Priscila S. Ang-Maniquiz Address:
63 Narra St., Proj. 3, Quezon City,
Philippines. For Western union trans-
mittal, kindly send us the tracking
number so we can claim it.

Email: kmu.intl@gmail.com or
kilusangmayouno@gmail.com

website: www.kilusangmayouno.com
KMU (Kilusang Mayo Uno) or
May First Labour Movement is
an independent, militant labour
centre. KMU is a founding
member of the International
League of Peoples’ Struggle &

Brishane

Public meeting and
BBQ with Venezuelan
revolutionary —

Dr Carolus Wimmer

Wednesday August 15
12:00 noon - 4:00pm
Spanish Centre
244 Mortimer Rd Acacia Ridge

Speaks regarding the development of
building socialism in Latin America
Dr Carolus Wimmer is Deputy to the
Latin American Parliament, International
Relations Secretary of the Venezuelan
Communist Party.

Music by
Jumping Fences
Ovidio Orellana
Juan Zepeda
Tikal — Guatemalan Womens Music Group

Organised by the CPA
www.cpabrishane.weebly.com

Supported by ASLA - Australian Solidarity with
Latin America
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For social progress and
democratic development

On the occasion of the visit to
Australia by Dr Carolus Wimmer,
International Relations Secretary
of the Communist Party of
Venezuela, the Communist Party
of Venezuela (PCV) and the
Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) adopted the following joint
statement:

Our two parties work in countries
still living under the shadow of the
United States empire and the threat
that its aggressive policies and bloated
military machine create for our coun-
tries and the world.

The United States aims to

dominate the planet and its resources,
to install compliant governments eve-
rywhere, to privatise and deregulate
the economy of every nation, and to
inflict “free market” corporate capi-
talism on the peoples of the world.

Plans for new military bases
in Latin America, the Caribbean
and elsewhere and US involve-
ment in recent coups in Honduras
and Paraguay expose once again
how far imperialism will go to pro-
tect the profits of its transnational
corporations.

The US sustains the right-
wing paramilitary-based regime in

Colombia and is stepping up its efforts
to subvert democratic advances in
Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia and
to isolate and cripple socialist Cuba.

The Communist Party of Australia
stands in solidarity with the
Communist Party of Venezuela
as it works to defend Venezuela’s
Bolivarian revolution from US inter-
ference and to advance the struggle
for economic and social justice in
Venezuela.

The CPA supports Venezuela’s
democratic elections, in which
Hugo Chavez is the candidate of the
majority of the people as well as the

Carolus Wimmer begins
Australian tour

Latin American parliamentarian
Carolus Wimmer began his current
Australian tour with a very suc-
cessful public meeting in Sydney
on Saturday evening. Interested
local people joined representatives
of several political, solidarity and
community organisations at the
headquarters of the Communist
Party of Australia to hear from
the highly-regarded secretary
for international relations of the
Communist Party of Venezuela
(PCV).

Carolus spoke to a packed
venue about the radical changes
still sweeping his homeland as a
result of the Bolivarian revolution
begun in 1999 and the prospects for
success of President Hugo Chavez
in the presidential election to be
held in October. He spoke about
the role of the PCV in establishing
Socialist Workers Councils in
workplaces throughout the country.
Their aim is to create democratic,
participative and collective
management by workers. He
pointed out that, while Venezuela is
still essentially a capitalist country,
great strides had been made in the
battle by progressive forces against
poverty and marginalisation.

Dr Wimmer predicted President
Chéavez would win any properly
conducted election in Venezuela
but he didn’t gloss over the threats
to the revolution from enemies

L-R: Carolus Wimmer Communist Party of Venezuela International Relations
Secretary, Hannah Middleton CPA General Secretary, and Vinnie Molina CPA

President.

inside and outside the country. He
praised the Australian community
for the solidarity shown to his
country’s revolution and placed
great importance on exchanges
like the tour organised by the
Communist Party of Australia and

the annual brigades coordinated by
the Australia Venezuela Solidarity
Network.

Carolus will continue his tour
in Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide and
Melbourne (see notice elsewhere in
this issue). @

Pete’s Corner
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Communist Party of Venezuela. The
Communist Party of Australia rejects
all attempts by foreign forces to inter-
vene in and destabilise the election to
be held on October 7 this year and
demands that the election results be
recognised and respected as the will
of the Venezuelan people.

The Communist Party of
Venezuela stands in solidarity with
the Communist Party of Australia in
its struggle against US plans to use
Australia as a base from which to
threaten and “contain” China. The
PCV supports the campaigns against
the stationing of US marines in the
country, for the closure of the more
than 30 US military bases in Australia,
to stop joint military exercises, and
ban more US ships and planes com-
ing to the fifth continent. Both parties
condemn the attempts by imperialism
to provoke conflicts between China
and other countries in the South
China Sea.

These policies raise the danger
of aggression and war to a new level.
Combined with US imperialism’s
willingness to use its massive arsenal
of nuclear weapons, planetary destruc-
tion is a possibility.

The Communist Party of
Venezuela and the Communist Party
of Australia condemn any intervention

in Syria by the US, NATO and reac-
tionary Middle East countries. We
demand that the conflict be ended and
the Syrian people given the opportu-
nity to decide themselves what their
future will be.

Imperialist states continue to
control immense economic, military
and political resources and are the
main threat to the peace of the world.

Our parties agree that it is this
imperialist control that stands in the
way of social and economic progress,
peace and security. It also fuels the
environmental crisis. Both parties
emphasise that we cannot build social-
ism on a dead planet.

The successes already achieved in
the anti-imperialist struggle and the
improvements in the living conditions
for masses of the poor in developing
countries such as Venezuela are inspir-
ing others to set out on the same path.

The Communist Party of
Venezuela and the Communist Party
of Australia will continue to work
together and strengthen their fraternal
relations, sharing the confidence that
the future holds greater possibilities
for resistance and social progress,
for just and democratic economic
development, for environmental
protection and sustainability, and for
socialism. &

CP Venezuela visitor
receives Aboriginal

passport

Hannah Middleton

Dr Carolus Wimmer, a lead-
ing Venezuelan member of the
Latin American Parliament and
its Committee on Indigenous
Peoples, has been honoured
by receiving one of the first
Aboriginal passports issued
internationally. Comrade Carolus
is the International Relations
Secretary of the Communist Party
of Venezuela (PCV). He is visiting
Australia from August 9-23 as a
guest of the Communist Party of
Australia.

The presentation to the visiting
revolutionary was made in recognition
of the advances for Indigenous people
in \enezuela brought in by the Chavez
government with the strong support of
the PCV whose members are working
with Indigenous communities.

In a meeting with Indigenous
activists in Redfern, Comrade Carolus
explained that the 46 Indigenous peo-
ples in Venezuela have received new
rights under the 1999 Constitution and
other laws introduced by the Chavez
government.

A new Ministry of Indigenous
Affairs has been established which
is, for the first time, managed by the
Indigenous peoples themselves.

Indigenous groups, who are
now officially recognised as the first
peoples, now have communal own-
ership of their land. Exploitation of
Indigenous land for ventures such as
mining or hotels is forbidden unless
the Indigenous community agrees.

These rights are being fought
against by large landowners and

mining interests who are using illegal
methods, including murder, to defy
land rights and continue ripping
profits out of Indigenous lands, often
sacred lands.

Chéavez has responded fiercely,
even closing down some mining
operations completely.

Indigenous groups have three
representatives in the 165 member
Venezuelan Parliament. They are
chosen directly by their communities,
using culturally accepted methods,
such as selection by elders.

Since 2010, one of the 12
Venezuelan deputies in the Latin
American Parliament is a directly
chosen Indian representative.

In Indigenous areas all docu-
ments, discussions, etc must be in
both the local Indigenous language
and Spanish. Spanish is used by the
Indigenous groups to communicate
with each other and with the wider
society.

To protect and promote
Indigenous culture, Indigenous
teachers, who are not required to have
formal qualifications, are teaching
Indigenous history and cultures in
Venezuelan schools and universities.

Comrade Carolus reported that
the Indigenous-PCV-Chévez alliance
is very strong. The great majority of
the Indigenous peoples support the
Bolivarian revolution in Venezuela,
recognising that this is the source of
their new rights and opportunities.
With a move to the right, under the
impact of US interference and even
intervention, the Indigenous people
would lose everything. &
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TWU pledges commitment to
securing Australia’s aviation

The Transport Workers’ Union
(TWU) see this month’s decision
from Fair Work Australia (FWA)
as being a win for thousands of
Qantas workers across the country
who stood up to the militant anti-
worker agenda of Qantas-Jetstar
management in October last.
However, it also shows the clear
need for the Australian community
to unite and demand safe and
secure Australian skies so that
future generations will continue
to have a proud aviation indus-
try, stated Tony Sheldon, TWU
national secretary.

Mr Sheldon, who was joined
in Darwin by other aviation unions
to launch a campaign to secure the
future of the industry, commented;
“The militant actions of manage-
ment to aggressively target their own
workforce left our members with no

choice but to stand-up for their jobs.
Qantas management’s disastrous deci-
sion to plan and implement a lockout
of their entire workforce of 35,000
people resulted in 1.2 million hours
of ‘employer industrial action’. By
contrast the total number of hours of
industrial action taken by TWU mem-
bers was less than seven hours over
a period of more than eight months.

“I know that Qantas workers will
welcome a number of specific provi-
sions handed down today, including
the three percent salary increase per
year, which will be backdated to July
2011. Of huge significance is FWA’s
verdict that Qantas workers were right
to be concerned for job security in the
face of outsourcing by Qantas-Jetstar
management. FWA found in favour of
the TWU’s job security claim, with
new job security protections that
will prevent Qantas from making

Mean O’Farrell

Blues

(Parodied version by S Silas)

He’s privatised the Ferries,
Buses going too,

All our public transport

That belonged to me and you.
We've got the blues

Oh yeah we've got the blues

O Lord we've got those mean O’Farrell blues.

Workers’ Compensation
He’s crippling that, no doubt.

Workers now in New South Wales

Will have to go without.
They’ve got the blues
Oh yeah, they’ve got the blues

O Lord they've got those mean O’Farrell blues.

A billion cut from budget,

We don’t know where they’ll be,
Teachers and their students
Are as worried as can be.
They’ve got the blues

Oh yeah, they’ve got the blues.

O Lord they've got those mean O’Farrell blues.

He'll privatise the power,
He’'ll privatise the power,
Electricity as well.

May as well be living

In a state that's dark as hell.
We've got the blues

Oh yeah, we've got the blues

O Lord we've got those mean O’Farrell blues.

Our brave fire fighters,

He’s sending them quite broke.
All our public services

Are going up in smoke.

We've got the blues,

Oh yeah, we've got the blues

O Lord, we've got those mean O’Farrell blues.

Communities and Unions
Have got to work as one,

We've got to stop O’Farrell’s cuts

And fight till it is done.
We’'ll beat the blues
Oh yeah, we'll beat the blues,

O Lord, we'll beat those mean O’Farrell blues.

employees redundant in order to
replace them with cheaper outsourced
labour. | want to pay tribute to Qantas
workers who stood up for their jobs,
their communities and fairness in
Awustralia by taking on this militant
employer,” Sheldon said.

One such Qantas employee, Grant
Mitchell, who works at Brisbane
Airport in International Ramp
Services said; “Last year Qantas did
everything they could to bully us into
submission — by standing together
as TWU members we’ve shown the
likes of [CEO] Alan Joyce that they
can’t push us around. [The] decision
guarantees better job protections for
all TWU Qantas workers and a better
future for Australian aviation workers
and their families.”

Mr Sheldon continued, “While
there have been a number of posi-
tive outcomes in this decision for our
members, the ruling has not addressed
the wider problems in the Australian
aviation industry and the government
seems unwilling to amend the Qantas
Sales Act to safeguard the future
of the industry in Australia. Now
more than ever we need safe and

secure Australian skies, so that when
Australians fly they can be assured
they are on planes with the highest
standards of safety, with world class
staff on fair wages and conditions
and that there is a sustainable base
for the aviation industry for future
generations.”

The unions were present at a cer-
emony in Darwin to give thanks to the
legacy of civil aviation workers whose
sacrifice has been integral to Australia
over the years. “Throughout our his-
tory ... [from] Cyclone Tracy and the
Bali bombing, aviation workers have
stood by Australia. And we remain
committed today. On behalf of the
90,000 TWU members and families,
I pledge our commitment to securing
Australia’s aviation sector, and | call
on the wider community to join us.

“The decision from FWA comes
as the Australian Aviation Unions
Federation (AUF) launches our cam-
paign in Darwin for Safe and Secure
Skies. From today we will be cam-
paigning with the wider community
for an Australian aviation industry
that future generations can continue
to be proud of.” &

Inquiry into construction
company collapses

The Construction Forestry Mining
and Energy Union (CFMEU) has
branded the announcement of an
inquiry into construction company
collapses in NSW a victory for
the union and its members. It is
expected Finance Minister Greg
Pearce will announce the inquiry,
to be headed by Sydney barrister
Bruce Collins, which will look at
legal and policy reforms to mini-
mise the effect of the insolvencies
on jobs and major projects in the
state.

CFMEU NSW state president
Rita Mallia said the CFMEU
has been calling for the inquiry
since February when the first of
a series of major builders, Kell
& Rigby, went into liquidation.
In the wake of its collapse it was
revealed more than $35 million
was owed to 500 businesses.

In almost a domino effect the

collapse of Kell & Rigby was
followed by the loss of Reed
Construction and the St Hilliers
Group. In March the CFMEU
launched a campaign to secure
the 10,000 signatures needed
to force a debate of the issue
around security of payments

to contractors on the floor of
Parliament.

“The flow-on effect of these
collapses saw thousands of work-
ers out of jobs, and many sub-
contractors and suppliers left on
the brink of collapse themselves,
as bills of more than $100,000
were left unpaid,” said Mallia.

“Critically these collapses
threatened years of holiday pay,
superannuation and other entitle-
ments accrued by building work-
ers with little hope of recovery
and ever-increasing reliance on
the taxpayer funded GEERS

(General Employee Entitlements
and Redundancy Scheme).”

Mallia said the construction
union is ready to work with Mr
Collins to ensure the inquiry
results in the changes needed
to protect sub-contractors and
workers.

“We are delighted that the
O’Farrell government has finally
seen the light and has responded
to our push for legislative chang-
es to protect sub-contractors and
workers. The race to the bottom
in contracting and corporate
practices must be abated and
decency restored to the industry.

“We need a system that guar-
antees principal contractors and
developers cannot touch money
that is owed to sub-contractors,
suppliers and workers.

“We are hopeful this is the
first step to achieving that.” &

Green light for Victoria’s
biggest education strike

Victorian public education sup-
port staff will join teachers and
principals in a historic statewide
strike on September 5, following
last week’s announcement that
the ballot for protected industrial
action has been passed.

The ballot saw 97 percent of
Victorian education support staff
vote in favour of taking protected
industrial action.

Australian Education Union
Victorian branch president Mary Bluett
said education support staff have never
taken industrial action, but will now
join their teacher and principal col-
leagues in the biggest education strike
in the history of the state.

“Education support staff remain

the lowest paid in Victorian schools
and receive little or no recognition of
their skills, experience or the crucial
role they play,” Ms Bluett said.

“Forty-three percent of education
support staff are on contracts.

“After almost six months of
negotiations for a new agreement for
education support staff, the Baillieu
government had refused to make
any reasonable offers around the
major issues of salaries and contract
employment; and are attacking exist-
ing employment conditions.

“Education support staff have
never taken industrial action in
Victoria’s history, but are poised to
do so because of their treatment by
the Baillieu government.

“To ensure every Victorian
student receives the education they
deserve, we need to attract and retain
the best quality teachers, principals
and education support staff to our
schools.

“We do not take industrial action
lightly, but in this case, it is crucial to
ensure quality teachers, principals and
education support staff remain in this
state and in our profession.

“We urge the Baillieu government
to return to the table and to negotiate
in good faith in line with their elec-
tion pledge.

“We encourage community mem-
bers to show their support by joining
the campaign at myschoolneeds.com.au,”
Ms Bluett said. &
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Rates of suicide
“a national tragedy”

Kirstie Parker

Indigenous wellbeing cham-
pion Tom Calma has called on
the Australian government to
properly resource and implement
the nation’s first Indigenous suicide
prevention strategy once it is
finalised. Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people’s suicide
rates revealed in a new Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) report
were “a national tragedy” that
must be addressed, Dr Calma said.

The ABS report covers the period
2001 to 2010 and actually found
that the suicide rate in Australia had
decreased by 17 percent over that
period, from 12.7 to 10.5 deaths per
100,000 people.

But it also revealed the overall
rate of suicide for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples to be
twice that of non-Indigenous people.
Nearly 1,000 Indigenous suicide
deaths throughout Australia between
2001 and 2010 represented about five
percent of all suicide deaths registered
in this period.

Dr Calma, who chairs the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Suicide Prevention Advisory Group,
said the gap in rates of suicide
in young people was particularly
disturbing.

“Suicide rates for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander females aged
15-19 years were 5.9 times higher
than those for non-Indigenous females
in this age group, while for males the
corresponding rate ratio was 4.4,”
he said.

“This is an appalling national
tragedy that is not only depriving too
many of our young people of a full
life, but is wreaking havoc among our
families and communities.

“As anyone who has experienced
a friend or family member commit-
ting suicide will know, the effects

are widespread and devastating and
healing can be elusive for those left
behind.

“.. It is time that we draw a
line under this tragic situation that
is impacting so significantly on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
individuals, families and communities
in this nation.”

In June, the Gillard government
appointed the Menzies School of
Health Research in Darwin to help
develop the National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Suicide Strategy.

Advisory group

The research institute is working
with the advisory group headed by Dr
Calma and the National Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO) to ensure
the strategy is coherent and com-
prehensive, and backed by a strong
evidence base.

Dr Calma said the ABS report
highlighted the timeliness of the
developing strategy and commended
the government “for taking the issue
seriously”. “However, | also call
on the Australian government to
properly resource and implement the
strategy once it is finished,” he said.
“Australian governments must sup-
port, and work in partnership with,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities to develop these com-
munity based solutions.

“As the example of programs in
the Kimberleys demonstrates, just as
disempowerment is part of the prob-
lem, so empowerment of our com-
munities must be part of the solution
to suicide among our young people.”

Dr Calma said it was also vital
that mainstream mental health serv-
ices were properly equipped and
staffed to work with young Indigenous
people at risk of suicide.

The ABS report said the exact
scale of difference between the suicide

rates for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander and non-Indigenous people
was difficult to establish conclusively.

National Mental Health
Commission (NMHC) chairman Allan
Fels said as much when he addressed
the National Press Club (NPC) last
week on the commission’s progress in
developing Australia’s First National
Report Card on Mental Health and
Suicide Prevention.

“Scandalously, we don’t know
the true rates in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities but it is
at least 2.5 times higher,” Professor
Fels said. “And for every completed
suicide, there are up to 50 attempts.”

He said mental health and
Indigenous health — of which mental
health was a very significant com-
ponent — were the two profound
weaknesses of a health system that
was good by international standards.

The NMHC will meet in Alice
Springs next week, giving Professor
Fels and commissioners, including
Aboriginal psychologist Pat Dudgeon,
their first opportunity to dedicate a
whole meeting to Indigenous mental
health, social emotional wellbeing
and suicide prevention.

In his NPC address, Professor
Fels expressed concern that the
mentally ill could be excluded from
Labor’s national disability insurance
scheme (NDIS) as the federal govern-
ment negotiates with the states and
territories on the costs of trial sites.

He said it was “critical” the
scheme covered people with serious
psychiatric conditions as well as the
physically disabled.

“It is a key need for the mental
illness agenda,” he told journalists.
* If you or someone you know is
thinking about suicide, call Lifeline
(13 11 14), Suicide Call Back
Service (1300 659 467) or Kids
Helpline (for young people aged 5
to 25 years) (1800 551 800). &

Housing Action and
Homeless Persons’ Week

“Providing a home will not
necessarily solve the problems of
homelessness but it can provide
a stable and secure basis for
homeless people to re-engage
with the community. That’s why
the Housing Action team in the
forthcoming local government elec-
tions is campaigning for a massive
increase in public and affordable
housing,” Denis Doherty, lead
member of the Housing Action
team, said in Sydney.

“Our team, spurred on by the
callousness of the Sydney City
Council in voting to destroy 16
low rise public housing buildings
to make way for private owner-
ship in Cowper Street, Glebe, is
determined to bring the housing
issue to the fore in the upcoming

elections,” the Mayoral candidate
said.

“Cowper Street is not the only
area where public housing and long
standing communities are being
destroyed for the sake of private
development and private profit.
Millers Point and Erskineville are
just two other examples.

“We need to remind residents
that Sydney Council can help
answer the call for an additional
220,000 affordable houses needed
by 2020 to address homelessness.

“We must end the situation in
which Sydney Council is approv-
ing projects where the mean cost of
units is in excess of $800,000,” Mr
Doherty declared.

“We are disgusted that the state
government does not even have a

Support The Guardian
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housing minister. Obviously hous-
ing is not a priority for the Barry
O’Farrell government.

“However, it is not good
enough to blame the state govern-
ment for lack of action. There is
much that a council can do if it is
really concerned about housing.

“Housing Action is campaign-
ing for the proportion of public
housing in Sydney to be increased
to 20 percent as a first step and for
an end to the privatisation of public
land,” Mr Doherty said.

“We want sustainable, socially
balanced development to meet our
City’s housing needs and to stop
private profit from winning out over
community needs and wishes.

“Public housing rent should be
capped at a maximum of 20 per-
cent of income. Speedy and proper
maintenance and repair for public
housing is also essential.

“The Housing Action team is
working to raise awareness of the
housing crisis in Sydney and is
working to contribute to its solu-
tion,” he concluded.

For more information, contact
Denis Doherty 0418 290 663 &
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It is not exactly a surprise to be told that poker machines are
disproportionately located in disadvantaged areas. The gam-
bling industry is fully aware that disadvantaged areas are more
lucrative for business. Melbourne’s Greater Dandenong has a
median individual weekly income of $426. For every adult who
lives in the area, $1,100 was lost on poker machines in 2010-
11. The area has the second-highest density of poker machines,
one machine for every 112 people. Data from the Victorian
Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation shows that in
the 2010-11 financial year people in Greater Dandenong spent
$17 million on 944 poker machines at 15 licensed venues. On
the other hand in Boroondara, one of the most affluent munic-
ipalities in Victoria, the amount lost to pokies was the lowest
of any Melbourne municipality — $153. The median individu-
al income was $836 per week. The number of poker machines
was relatively low — one machine for every 645 adults.

Tony Abbott’s tough line on foreign investment by state-owned
(read Chinese) enterprises could choke investment across the
resource, electricity and food industries according to some ana-
lysts. Foreign investment lawyers warned that Abbott's plan
could inadvertently catch multinational companies that have
been bailed out by their governments (state owned for now).
Hitting the breaks on foreign investment and the rampant pill-
age of the resources sector and expansion of gas instead
of non-greenhouse polluting sources of electricity genera-
tion would be a good thing. But Abbott is not sounding off for
the right reasons. He is under pressure prior to the elections
from National Party members of the Coalition and wants to
curb Chinese (not US or other Western sourced) investments.

Last month a little discussed motion was passed during the
Queensland LNP Conference. It was to remove “environmental
propaganda” about climate change from schools. The science
is in on climate change, the evidence now even being accept-
ed by former leading “sceptics”. Yet the right wing of politics and
vested interests seek to undermine the very fabric of our edu-
cation system to push their own agenda. It remains to be seen
if this motion will have any effect on actual curriculum. The cur-
rent state of the Queensland parliament is such that any such
motion adopted by the government would pass with no effort.
How long before “intelligent design” is brought to the science
room, how long before science is replaced with Bible studies?

A “handful of individuals” in the Melbourne Greek commu-
nity have launched a local branch of the extreme right-wing
Golden Dawn party. The Golden Dawn party in Greece is seen
as responsible for sparking xenophobic violence by espousing
neo-Nazi and anti-immigration policies. Victorian Multicultural
Affairs and Citizenship Minister Nicholas Kotsiras said that only
a small number of “ignorant” and ill-uninformed” people were
involved. “Australia has no room for this type of intolerance and
the vast majority of Victorians of Greek descent — and indeed
Greeks in Greece — find the views of Golden Dawn abhorrent”.
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Palestine’s own
Liberation Day coming

Rogayah Chamseddine

There is a fire burning beneath the ashes
of occupation in Palestine; these are the
flickering embers of resilience which have
long advanced the people’s struggle for
national liberation, and in Palestine they
continue to rage.

The historical narrative of Palestinian
resistance is one shared by all subjugated and
indigenous peoples — it is a chronicle of an
indomitable human will to endure, to break the
fetters of both mental and physical bondage. In
Palestine, the occupation and its consequences
are tangible, harrowing and intentionally humili-
ating: collective transfers, exploitation of natural
resources, checkpoints, acts of random settler
violence, home demolitions, the intentional burn-
ing of crops and a policy of colonisation which
has caused the Palestinians to become the oldest
and largest refugee population in the world.

The ever-expanding colonisation of
Palestine has produced a farcical peace process
that is clinically dead - stillborn from inception
— as there can be no “peace” on Israel’s terms,
or the terms of any other such settler-colonial
entity. The immense failure of the “peace
process” (and other such lifeless diplomatic
negotiations ironically brokered by the United
States) to bring an end to the occupation was
predicted, as this was not the intention of such
negotiations.

The Palestinian Authority, headed by
Mahmoud Abbas, is widely considered cor-
rupt by Palestinians, as its main focus is on
marginalising mainstream Palestinian voices
in order to line the organisation’s pockets — a
premise corroborated by the PA’s often dis-
tracted collusion with Israel and the US. The
only sufficient response to Israel’s occupation
is popular resistance.

In Palestine, the people’s response to
colonial and foreign hegemony is composed of
armed resistance and unarmed resistance, and
historically the people of Palestine have engaged
in both — even prior to the creation of Israel.

Tax revolts, mass demonstrations and gen-
eral strikes involving women’s unions, youth
movements and political organisations made up
the “Great Palestinian Revolt” against British
occupation in Palestine from 1936 to 1939, as
did organised armed resistance. The historical
confirmation of popular resistance movements
in Palestine, though often ignored, remains a
testament to the determination of the Palestinian
people, who have long expressed clear opposi-
tion to the occupation of their land. The daunt-
less people of Palestine continue down the path
of resistance and over the years their countless
methods have become more diverse and creative.

Hunger strike for
basic rights

In December 2011, administrative detainee
Khader Adnan, a baker from the village of
Arraba in the occupied West Bank, began an
open-ended hunger strike. His action would
lead to a historic mass hunger strike, continu-
ing until demands pertaining to the conditions
of Palestinian prisoners were met — the most
pressing stipulation was to bring an end to
administrative detention.

Earlier, in September 2011, hunger strikes
and civil disobedience swept across the Israeli
prison system in protest of Israel’s use of solitary
confinement, denial of family visits and other
punitive measures.

Administrative detention, a practice criti-
cised by a number of human rights organisa-
tions as being a violation of civil and political
rights, is the arrest and detention of individuals
by the state without trial. In the case of Israel,
Palestinian prisoners are held in administrative
detention without being charged or allowed to
stand trial. According to prisoner support and
human rights association Addameer, “adminis-
trative detainees in Israel must endure severe
restrictions on their right to education, rights to
communicate with families and receive visits,
and right to adequate medical treatment.”

In a letter given to his lawyers, Khader
Adnan declared his intentions as to why he was
on hunger strike: “The Israeli occupation has
gone to extremes against our people, especially
prisoners. | have been humiliated, beaten, and
harassed by interrogators for no reason, and
thus I swore to God | would fight the policy of
administrative detention to which | and hundreds
of my fellow prisoners fell prey. ... | hereby
assert that I am confronting the occupiers not
for my own sake as an individual, but for the
sake of thousands of prisoners who are being
deprived of their simplest human rights while
the world and international community look on”
(“Hunger-striking prisoner not backing down,”
Maan News Agency, February 11, 2012).

Thousands of Palestinian prisoners joined
the mass hunger strike with an international
community of ordinary people — not govern-
ments — standing firmly behind them; campaigns
were launched around the world in support of
the prisoners; and the pressure against Israel
was building without the voices of Palestinians
being co-opted and therein marginalised.

Khader Adnan was released on April 17
this year, known to Palestinians as Prisoners’
Day, after being on hunger strike for 66 days.
According to Addameer, as of June 1, there were
at least 303 administrative detainees in Israeli
prisons, and so the struggle against Israel’s
arbitrary use of administrative detention and
prisoner abuse continues.

Youth lead by example

Palestinian youth, within Palestine and in
exile, have taken an active and effective role in
resisting the occupation of their ancestral land;
from organising and movement building to
empowering young Palestinians to take a more
direct role in the liberation struggle.

Stop The Wall is one such organisation
which cultivates the role of Palestinian youth,
from organising protests at a national level to
spreading information so that Palestinians glo-
bally are able to take a vigilant role. As of late,
youth activists have held demonstrations lasting
for many hours in solidarity with Palestinian
prisoners in front of Ofer prison, according to
Hassan Kharajeh, a youth coordinator with Stop
the Wall. The Palestinian Youth Movement, a
grassroots movement of young Palestinians in
Palestine and those in exile around the world,

have led calls for international mobilisation and
have worked closely with popular committees
throughout Palestine.

In an interview, Maath Musleh, a 26-year-
old Palestinian activist and resident of Jerusalem,
emphasised to me that “as in any place in the
world throughout history,” the youth are lead-
ing movements for change in the region, but
not exclusively.

Palestinians from all age groups and varied
backgrounds are taking part in resisting Israel’s
occupation and are leading on different levels.
The younger Palestinian generation is direct-
ing, mobilising and taking part in the stirring
responses to the subjugation of their people
and the Zionist colonial-settler project that is
Israel; and, as Musleh and other Palestinians
contend, they are doing so alongside the older
generation as well.

Palestinian youth, who are now arguably
even more invigorated by recent upheavals in
the region, have taken even more coordinated
action in order to smash the settler state; they
realise that they shall inherit the earth which
their ancestors have long watered with blood,
sweat and tears and they will be the first to resist
the occupation on the front lines.

Duty to resist

The choice of what methods of resistance
are used, be it armed or unarmed, are to be left
entirely up to those occupied; what is imperative
is that there must be an unwavering response
and that the struggle must continue until the
achievement of both physical and mental libera-
tion. The colonised mind must be emancipated
just like the colonised land.

Israel’s occupation is intentionally humiliat-
ing and crippling so as to hasten the process of
ethnic cleansing, so as to make it increasingly
difficult for Palestinians to go about their day-
to-day lives, and to pressure them into leaving
their homeland — thereby joining the distressing
number of other Palestinian exiles around the
world. The United Nations has also recog-
nised the significance of the right of peoples
to self-determination, as noted in UN General
Assembly resolution 3070, which “reaffirms the
legitimacy of the people’s struggle for liberation
from colonial and foreign domination and alien
subjugation by all available means, including
armed struggle.”

The people of Palestine have chosen to
combat the further usurpation of their native
land through strategic resistance, by any means
they deem necessary; and, despite the ruthless-
ness of Israel’s violations of their basic human
rights and the theft of their land, they continue
to remain steadfast in their uncompromising
struggle against occupation.

The liberation of Palestine from the grips of
brutal Israeli occupation will look like that of my
native south Lebanon — patient struggle, sacrifice
and long-awaited victory. From the horrors of
airstrikes which stretched across our southern
Lebanese villages, claiming thousands of lives,
including that of my aunt Hoda Chamseddine, to
the countless homes destroyed atop the heads of
their inhabitants to the checkpoints erected on
our soil, it was all intended to provoke feelings
of shame and helplessness.

Yet despite the brutality of Israel’s conquest
of southern Lebanon, a brutality which is an
equal opportunity destroyer, the organised
and unwavering response which followed the
occupation of our land is a tangible and historic
reminder that we are the sole protectors of our
people, of our land and of our dignity.

After witnessing the misery and suffering
of our people, the national liberation struggle
against the occupiers of our land grew and
engulfed south Lebanon. The young and old
stood united as one fist raised in the face of
Israel’s insatiable militancy and cruelty — and
in 2000, after nearly 22 years, the struggle
against the foreign occupier produced our
“Liberation Day,” commemorated every year
across Lebanon.

Palestine’s own “Liberation Day” is coming
— and the vast Zionist settler-colonial project,
i.e. Israel, knows it. It is an overlooked and
steadfast truth that these powerful ripples of
hope, as seen in south Lebanon and beyond,
will only encourage resistance to oppression.
And in Palestine, this will result in an upris-
ing that shall shake the very earth and warm
the subjugated masses with cloaks of freedom.

The obligation of an oppressed and an
indigenous people to resist occupation is uni-
versal; not only is resistance a right but it shall
remain a legitimate duty. In the end, all that an
oppressed people have to lose in the battle for
national liberation are their chains.

The Electronic Intifada &
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Israel’s anti-migrant violence fuelled

by racial and economic segregation

African migrants to Israel, who were cogs in a wheel fo marginalise Palestinian
workers, have now become the lafest victims of racist paranoia in a nation built
by refugees of war and genocide

Michelle Chen

Israel has always had issues with space,
displacing Palestinian populations and
carving out new settlements. Now, a grow-
ing migrant population has evoked a fresh
wave of xenophobic rage. In May, Tel Aviv
was the site of rabid attacks on shops and
residents in African migrant communities.

CNN reported: “Israeli protesters chanted
slogans such as ‘infiltrators get out” and “Tel
Aviv: A refugee camp’. Three members of the
right-wing Likud party — part of the govern-
ing coalition — were among the politicians
who attended. One of them, Miri Regev, was
quoted as saying that ‘the Sudanese are like a
cancer in society’.”

Amin, an Eritrean migrant whose busi-
ness, a local bar, was destroyed by rioters,
told the Jerusalem Post in bewilderment,
“They just smashed the place up. They
destroyed everything. Why? What for? What
have we done to them?”

In this nation built by refugees of war
and genocide, the protesters seemed oblivious
to the historical refraction of this display of
mob terror and smashed glass. If anything,
their hatred for migrants living and working
among them resonated with bigotry overseas,
particularly anti-Latino jingoist campaigns in
the United States.

Haaretz quoted a shoe seller in the
Hatikva neighbourhood who seemed inspired
by America’s legacy of racism: “”It will
become Harlem here,” Kuzarov warned. “You
walk here on Shabbat and you don’t see any-
one our colour. This was the happiest place in
the world; now it’s become a black grave”.’

For besieged migrant communities, the
state of Israel has become a dead-end for
human rights. Since citizenship is linked
to racialised religious identity, the typical
migrant is the ultimate Other, to be vilified as
pariahs, or exploited for cheap labour. Like
other immigrants to richer nations, Israel’s
migrants often work in low-wage sectors with
minimal protection from abuse. Meanwhile,
many refugees from Sudan and Eritrea are
trapped in a legal limbo and technically
barred from working. The recent anti-migrant
violence also appears to be partly incited by
sexual assault accusations involving African
migrants.

Michal Schwartz of Workers Advice
Centre, a Tel Aviv-based independent trade
union, said via email that the recent influx of
African migrants are fleeing war and poverty
only to encounter more crippling oppression
in a nation that refuses to recognise their
humanity: “Most of them just seek work,
escaping areas that are subject to famine and
tyrannical regimes. Because Israel does not
know what to do with them, some are thrown
to detention camps, the rest are picked up
by Israeli police or border police, and then
put on a bus to Tel Aviv and dumped in poor
Jewish neighbourhoods, living in extremely
poor conditions and without the right to
work.”

Schwartz added, “The problem here is not
that the African immigrants compete with the
natives who attacked them for work.” While
the attackers may have been poor, she argued,
they “are not part of the labour movement.
They throw their frustration on those weaker
than them, with darker skins, after being
incited by ‘professional’ racists. Those same
people could easily attack Palestinians if they
had a chance to.”

The backdrop to the anti-migrant attacks
is a social and legal structure based on

segregation, despite the veneer of liberal
democracy. The exclusion policies targeting
migrant “infiltrators” derive from the apart-
heid regime buttressing the state’s foundation.

Even those migrants who enter legally
as guest workers suffer deep discrimination.
According to a Human Rights Watch (HRW)
commentary, workers who are “bound” to
their employers are exposed to extreme
coercion:

“As with the ‘sponsorship’ or kifala
system of many other Middle Eastern coun-
tries, Israeli policies make foreign workers
extremely vulnerable to exploitation. In 2006,
Israel’s Supreme Court found that the ‘bind-
ing’ policy ‘has created quasi, modern-ver-
sion slavery’ where ‘the foreign worker had
become a serf of this employer’, and gave the
government six months to cancel it.

“Four years on, it hasn’t.

“Other policies, purportedly to discourage
foreign workers from any activity that could
strengthen their claims to Israeli residency,
make it impossible for many foreign workers
to have any form of family life.”

Yet these migrants are cogs in a broader
campaign to marginalise Palestinian work-
ers, HRW noted. Foreign workers were
recruited “as Israel has sought to replace the
Palestinian work force since the second inti-
fada, or uprising, began in 2000”.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu recently complemented the street
violence with a brutal decree to deport some
25,000 “infiltrators”, stating that “Whoever
can be sent away should be sent away from
here as quickly as possible.” The meas-
ure will immediately affect migrants from
countries with which Israel has diplomatic
relations that allow for repatriation. A larger
number of migrants hail from Eritrea and
Sudan, to where deportation is impossible
due to humanitarian concerns.

The government’s reaction to the immi-
gration crisis mirrors its approach to “manag-
ing” Palestinians: military patrols and border
walls — recently embodied in the planned
construction of a massive steel fence to
enforce the Egypt-Israel border.

Though fears about economic competi-
tion are coloured by racist paranoia, immigra-
tion is fundamentally an economic justice
issue, for the migrants and for all of Israel’s
fractured society. Israeli law has linked
together African migrants, Arab Israelis and
Palestinians in the Occupied Territories in a
permanent underclass — branded as criminal
infiltrators, security threats or enemies in
their own homeland. Meanwhile, neo-liberal
economic policies exacerbate entrenched
racial and class inequalities, including under-
lying economic instability among Israeli
citizens.

“As long as Israel continues to sanctify
the principle of a Jewish majority,” Schwartz
said, “its policy remains racist both to the
Palestinians in the occupied territories, to the
Avrab citizens in Israel, and to the migrants.”

Amid fences and checkpoints, Israel is
infused with an explosive amalgam of eco-
nomic stratification and race nationalism. The
violence unleashed against migrants in May
was just one of many sparks dancing around
a short fuse with a long history.

Michelle Chen is a contributing editor at
In These Times, an editor at CultureStrike
and a contributor to the Working In These
Times blog (www.inthesetimes.com/working), from
which this article is reproduced.
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It's Been A Long Time Coming

| was born by the river

In a little tent

And just like the river

I've been running ever since

It's been a long, long time coming

But I know a change gonna come

Oh, yesiitis

It's been too hard living

But I'm afraid to die

| don't know what's up there beyond the sky

It's been a long, long time coming
But I know a change gonna come
Oh yes it will

Then | go to my brother

| say brother help me please
But he winds up knocking me
Back down on my knees

There’s been times that | thought

| wouldn't last for long

But now | think I'm able to carry on
It's been a long, long time coming
But I know a change is gonna come
Oh, yes it will

Sam Cook
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British crimes In Kenya

“cannot be forgotten

Dennis Laumann

As the world watches the 2012
Olympics in London, kicked off
with the opening ceremony’s lav-
ish, quirky celebration of British
civilisation, three elderly Kenyans
must patiently await a judge’s rul-
ing in their case against the British
government.

The two men — Wambugu
Wa Nyingi, 84, and Paolo Muoka
Nzili, 85 — and one woman — Jane
Muthoni Mara, 73 — are among tens
of thousands of Kenyans who were
sent to concentration camps during
their struggle for independence from
British colonial rule half a century
ago.

They are suing the British gov-
ernment for compensation for the
torture they claim they suffered in
those camps, including severe beat-
ings (Nyingi), castration (Nzili), and
rape (Mara).

At a British High Court hearing,
the lawyer representing the British
government did not dispute that the
Kenyans suffered abuse, but said the
case had no merit as too much time
has passed since the alleged incidents.

The three Kenyans argue that they
continue to endure physical, mental,
and emotional effects of torture car-
ried out by the British in their effort to
deny independence to Kenya, offences
that are indisputably and extensively
documented.

In the late 1940s, after decades
of land alienation, forced labour,
segregation, and other crimes suffered
under the British colonisers, ordinary
Kenyans formed a group called the
Land and Freedom Party, more com-
monly known as Mau Mau, to win
back their independence.

The British responded by trying
to ruthlessly crush the movement
through aerial bombardments of rural
areas, resettlement of entire commu-
nities in isolated and closed villages,
and imprisonment of tens of thousands
of Kenyans in concentration camps.
The British colonial regime declared
a state of emergency in 1952 and
carried out systematic torture, rape,
and summary executions against the
liberation fighters. Historians estimate
at least 20,000 Kenyans were killed
during the insurgency before Kenya
regained its independence in 1962.

Though the violence of European
colonial rule is usually denied or
forgotten in the West, the extent of
the crimes committed in Kenya has
come to light in recent years thanks
to the testimony of those who were
tortured by the British, like the three
Kenyans who argued their case, as
well as the hard work of historians
searching through colonial archives.

The reality of British rule reached
a popular audience with the publica-
tion of Imperial Reckoning: The
Untold Story of Britain’s Gulag in
Kenya, by Harvard scholar Caroline
Elkins, which won the Pulitzer Prize
in 2006.

Last year, scholars and activists
discovered thousands of documents,
assumed lost, in the Foreign Office’s
archives, some of which detail abuses
by British colonial officials in the
concentration camps.

It has therefore become impos-
sible for the British government to
deny its crimes in Kenya, yet it spent
two years trying to block the case after
papers were served in 2009. At first
it argued that responsibility for any
crimes was transferred to the Kenyan
government at independence in 1963.

However, last year a High Court judge
ruled the claimants had an arguable
case, which should be considered,
so the British government has had
to resort to legal trickery in order to
avoid reparations.

At the hearing in mid-July, Mara
testified that she was accused of being
a Mau Mau “scout” and taken to a
concentration camp when she was
15. She told the court how she was
sexually abused, including being
raped with a bottle of boiling water. “I
want the British government to com-
pensate me for the suffering | have
been caused as a result of the abuse
I was subjected to at the camps,” she
declared through an interpreter. “The
abuse affected my whole life and |
relive the events | lived through on a
regular basis.”

In a witness statement, Nzili
explained how a torture session was
directed by a white settler named
Dunman, but nicknamed “Luvai”
meaning “merciless person” in the
Kikamba language. “They tied both
of my legs with chains and pinned
down both my hands,” Nzili recalled.
“Then Luvai approached me with a
pair of pliers which were more than
a foot long and castrated me.”

The lawyer representing the
British Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, Guy Mansfield, told the court
the government does not deny the
three Kenyans suffered “torture and
other ill-treatment at the hands of the
colonial administration” but argues
the case has no merit since too much
time has elapsed. At the same time,
the defence strategy appears to include
a cynical emphasis on the fact that
some Kenyans working for the British
colonial regime were perpetrators of
abuse as well.
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The presiding judge, Richard
McCombe, said he would issue his
ruling in October on whether to dis-
miss the case totally or recommend
it proceed to a full trial.

The possible implications of this
case are profound. European nations
have resisted demands to apologise for
the crimes they committed in Africa
during the colonial era, largely to
avoid paying reparations. The hypoc-
risy of the capitalist West is astonish-
ing as it passes judgment on human
rights around the world yet refuses to
acknowledge its own misdeeds. South

African Archbishop Desmond Tutu
has publicly criticised the British for
their double standard, encouraging
them to face up to their own human
rights record by compensating these
Kenyans for the abuses they suffered
during colonial rule.

Indeed, Mara succinctly made
this point in court: “I want the British
citizens of today to know what their
forefathers did to me and to many
others. These crimes cannot go unpun-
ished and forgotten.”

People’s World &

KFC’s tainted legacy of rainforest destruction,
animal cruelty

Blake Deppe

Consumers of Kentucky Fried
Chicken food may care to know
their meal is being served with a
side of cruelty. The fast food giant
benefits both from the destruction
of Indonesian rainforests, and
from the suffering of chickens in
torturous factory farms. Activists
continue to expose these facts, and
to encourage others to fight back.

Rainforest depletion

KFC’s supplier, Asia Pulp &
Paper, gets the material to make
the restaurant’s packaging products
straight from the rainforests of
Indonesia, which are being need-
lessly depleted and destroyed - and
which, in turn, threatens the natural
habitat of the endangered Sumatran
tiger.

On August 8, the situation
came to a head when Greenpeace
activists surrounded the KFC head-
quarters in Louisville, Kentucky
and draped a giant banner over the
building’s front pillar. The banner
was emblazoned with a Sumatran
tiger, to which it gave a voice with
the text “KFC, Stop Trashing My
Home.”

Given the intense reaction,
Asia Pulp & Paper reportedly hit
the PR “panic button” and invited

journalists to a meeting in Jakarta
where it announced it was pursuing
the launch of what would become
its “greatest commitment to natural
forest protection.” The company’s
supposed solution was a little
vague; they stated they would “sus-
pend natural forest clearance” in
areas “owned” by the company.

But while APP tries to claim
it is turning over a new leaf, many
environmentalists believe the com-
pany is, quite the contrary, simply
going to keep turning over more
trees.

Activists will remember that
APP made a similar claim in 2006,
when it announced its Sustainable
Forest Management Program,
which would commit to preserv-
ing endangered forest areas and
preserve endangered life “for future
generations.”

Six years later, APP’s decima-
tion of rainforests - and the spe-
cies they protect - for KFC has
suggested that their newest claim
of “reform” might be just another
sham.

Chicken torture

As shareholders of Yum!
Brands stock, the parent company
of KFC, People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA)
can attend the company’s annual

meeting, which they did last month.
While there, PETA implored KFC
to adopt the proposed animal
welfare program developed by
members of its own animal welfare
board. Those members are general-
ly considered to be the world’s top
poultry experts, and their concerns,
PETA said, ought to be recognised.

Chickens used to supply KFC
spend their entire lives mired in
their own waste in cramped, filthy
factory farm sheds. They are later
hung upside-down and often sustain
broken wings and legs. After that,
they are usually burned to death in
boiling slaughterhouse “de-feather-
ing tanks.”

But after KFC refused to move
on a single one of its animal wel-
fare board’s points, five members
resigned. One of those former board
members, Adele Douglass, said
that KFC “never had any meetings.
They never asked for any advice,
and then they touted to the press
that they had this ‘animal welfare
advisory committee.” | felt like |
was being used.”

Chickens, unfortunately, are
not protected by the federal Animal
Welfare Act, according to PETA.
Nor do they fall under the protec-
tion of the federal Humane Methods
of Slaughter Act. That means KFC
suppliers can continue to employ
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inhumane practices without fear of
criminal prosecution.

Dr lan Duncan, another ex-
member (and North America’s
leading expert on bird welfare),
added, “Progress was extremely
slow, which is why | resigned. It

was always going to be “happening
later’. They just put off actually
creating standards. | suspect that
upper management didn’t really
think that animal welfare was an
important issue.”
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US hand in Syria

US President Barack Obama has
signed a secret order allowing the
CIA and other American agen-
cies to support rebels seeking to
overthrow the Assad regime, a US
government source told Reuters.

Obama reportedly gave the order,
known as an intelligence “finding”,
earlier this year. The presidential find-
ing also provides for US collaboration
with a secret command centre oper-
ated by Turkey and its allies.

The full extent of the assistance
the “finding” allows the CIA to give
the Syrian rebels is unclear. It is also
unknown precisely when Obama
signed the order.

The State Department said it had
allotted a total of US$25 million for
“non-lethal” assistance to the Free
Syrian Army. Some of that money
may be used to buy communications
devices such as encrypted radios, a
US official said. The State Department
also said the US has set aside US$64
million in humanitarian aid for the
Syrian people.

Last year, Obama also signed
an initial “finding” authorising US
support for Libyan rebels seeking to
overthrow Muammar Gaddafi.

US Treasury also confirmed
it had granted authorisation for
Washington’s representative of the
Free Syrian Army to conduct financial
transactions on behalf of the rebel

group.

Meanwhile, there have been
reports that the Free Syrian Army
managed to obtain nearly two dozen
surface-to-air missiles. While a Free
Syrian Army representative denied
those reports, he also said the rebels
were preparing another surprise for
Assad’s forces.

At the same time Senior US
officials have also been ratcheting up
their rhetoric against Assad. Defence
secretary Leon Panetta suggested that
Assad “get the hell out” if he wants
to protect himself and his family. A
draft UN resolution calling for Assad
to relinquish power in favour of a
transitional government was set to
be voted on by the General Assembly
on Friday. [It was passed - Ed.] The
document deplores the Security
Council for failing to act; a not-so-
covert swipe at Russia’s and China’s
continued panning of Security Council
resolutions deemed to be one-sided.

Brian Becker, director of the
ANSWER anti-war coalition, believes
the revelation of Obama’s order
doesn’t represent any shift in terms
of US strategy towards Syria.

“All that does is reveal that the
so-called diplomacy, the so-called
looking for a negotiated settlement
is a fraud — that the diplomacy is, in
fact, a form of perjury,” he told Russia
Today. “The reality is that the US gov-
ernment — the Obama administration
with the Pentagon and the CIA - has

In the town of Marea on Aleppo’s outskirts in northwestern Syria, shots are fired into the air at the funeral of
Husain Al-Ali, a fighter of the rebel Free Syrian Army who was killed in combat.

been neck-deep coordinating military
operations to overthrow a sovereign
government in Syria.”

Becker noted that there would
have been no civil war going on in
Syria if not for foreign intervention.

“The decisive factor in the equa-
tion for civil war is US intervention,”
he said. “And would say, frankly, the
Obama administration is guilty of
war crimes against the Syrian people
having cynically manipulated the
situation. They have the blood of the
Syrian people on their hands.”

World turns to PM as
food crisis deepens

Paddy McGuffin

Anti-poverty charity War on Want
shoved British Prime Minister
David Cameron into the spotlight
over his failure to address the root
causes of the global food crisis.
Speaking before Hunger summit in
London the charity blamed record
levels of global hunger on a food
system hijacked by agribusiness
corporations.

In particular it cited the exam-
ple of Cargill - the world’s larg-
est grain trader - which last week
announced US$134 billion in con-
solidated revenues for the full fiscal
year 2012. Cargill’s announcement
came on the same day as the UN
Food and Agriculture Organisation
reported a 17 percent rise in its
cereal price index from June to
July, the charity said.

But rather than tackling such
firms, War on Want argued that the
British government focused atten-
tion on food aid and nutritional
intervention, which would do noth-
ing to address the root causes.

It said that sustainable farming
under the alternative framework
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of agroecology - applying ecologi-
cal principles to the production of
food, fuel and fibre - which has
been backed by UN special rap-
porteur on the right to food Olivier
De Schutter, would be far more
effective.

Yet Britain has consistently
opposed this approach, defending
a global food system “which has
condemned one billion people to
hunger and pressing for an ever
greater role for the private sector,”
the charity said.

War on Want executive director
John Hilary said: “The world needs
a massive shake-up of farming and
food distribution if we are to end
the global food crisis. Record num-
bers of people now live with hunger
as an everyday reality, yet the big
food companies continue to profit
from their control over the system.”

Meanwhile aid charities handed
in petitions with over 500,000
signatures to Downing Street, call-
ing on the government to tackle
the crisis in regions such as Sahel
in west Africa. Save the Children
and World Vision have warned that
more than one million children
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in Sahel were at risk of severe
malnutrition.

The main cause was a lack of
protection against shock price rises
and called for greater investment to
tackle food insecurity.

International Development
Secretary Andrew Mitchell said the
government wanted to capitalise
on the success of the Olympics by
pledging to help hungry children
abroad.

He told BBC Radio 4’s Today
program: “It’s an important moment
to galvanise public support for
something that Britain wants to be a
real legacy for these Games, along
with all our sporting aspirations for
the future too.

“We think it’s a terrible thing
that 170 million children go to bed
starving every night in our world,
one in three of the poorest children
in the world.

“It’s a chance for Britain,
together with the next hosts of the
Olympics, the Brazilians, to put
areal flag in the sand about the
importance of tackling malnutrition
in the future.”
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Asia Times Online correspondent
Pepe Escobar told Russia Today that
the leak’s timing was intended to
distort the true nature of Washington’s
covert operations on the ground in
Syria.

Escobar said the leak was
intended to make it look as though
Washington was leading the Syrian
campaign from behind the scenes,
when in fact the US is “leading from
the front lines alongside Al-Qaeda-
style Jihadists, Qatari intelligence,
and Turkish logistics.”

He said the Western drive against
Syria follows the breakdown in the
international order caused by the 2011
Libyan intervention.

“There’s no semblance of interna-
tional law since what was decided in
Libya last year. The manoeuvring and
the wording of UN resolution 1973,
authorising war — a no-fly zone was
actually war — against Libya. That
was the end of international law as
we know it. Nation states don’t matter
anymore. If you are a neo-colonial
power, like Britain or France, or an

empire like the US, you can trample
on nations’ sovereignty anywhere,
anyhow, anyplace, and this is exactly
what’s happening. That’s why Russia
has been opposed to it from the start,
because Moscow sees that as the end
of the sovereignty of nation states,”
he said.

He added that Syria’s disintegra-
tion into a weak — or failed — state
is part of Israel’s long-term designs
on Iran.

“The battle of Aleppo could
become an extended [rerun of]
Lebanon in the 1970s. This is the
‘Lebanonisation” of whole tracts of
Northern Syria, in fact. And this,
by the way, is the Israeli strategy.
Israel wants a ‘Lebanonised’ and
‘Somalised’ [Syria], like the new
Somalia in Libya; a very weak
country with sectarian strife ... an
overextended army, and of course,
innocuous against Israel. So this
means opening the way for an Israeli
attack against Iran in the next few
months or perhaps in 2013.”

Russia Today &

Turkey installs camp
near the Syrian

border

Turkey has established a camp
for suspicious “refugees” near the
Syrian border with the province of
Raqqga (north) in order to house
terrorists, train them and infiltrate
them into the neighbouring Syrian
nation, an official source has
reported.

Attempts by armed groups to
occupy the Syrian city have failed.

They created a rearguard for
the armed terrorist groups, includ-
ing the installation of a hospital,
where 100 Turkish health profes-
sionals labour, and which will
serve patients from three districts
in which the structure was divided,
says a report by the Syrian news
agency, SANA.

There are currently few refu-
gees in place, yet it is estimated that
the centre will serve as protection
for mercenaries and armed terror-
ists who would return there after

performing actions on Syrian terri-
tory, indicates the source.

On the other hand, Syrian
troops foiled an attempted infiltra-
tion of armed groups from Jordan
into the village of Tal Shihab,
located in the province of Daraa,
more than 100 kilometres south of
Damascus.

During the confrontation,
attackers lost several men and oth-
ers were wounded before returning
to their starting point.

Several attempts at infiltration
by armed groups from Lebanon into
villages in the area of Tal Kalakh,
the central province of Homs, were
aborted causing them significant
casualties.

These attempts were accom-
panied by intense gun battles and
bombings by terrorists, officials
said.
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Perils of privatised
power

This week it was revealed that
Victorians pay the highest electric-
ity bills in Australia. This is due to
firstly that it was privatised and
secondly the lack of competition
i.e. itis run by cartels. Interestingly
for states who still own their
electricity utilities, when Victoria
privatised its electricity, the
shifty government prevented the
privatised electricity companies
from increasing the costs to the
public for a certain number of
years so as to prevent at the time
wholesale anger.

But not only do Victorians lose
financially because the cartels own
our electricity companies but it has
taken for some strange reason, three
years for the public to be informed
that the Marysville fires were also due

(similar to the Kilmore East bushfires
which killed 119 people) to the private
companies which stopped maintaining
the power line infrastructure once they
took over them from the government.
That means that most people killed in
the Black Saturday fires died because
of the electricity companies.

The obvious question this poses
is; why is the management not pros-
ecuted for mass murder or at least
manslaughter as one would expect
in a rational society? ('You cannot let
a dangerous industry like electricity
distribution be not maintained). The
answer; we do not live in a rational
society so the private electricity com-
panies have gotten away with mass
murder. As they sip their champagne
they are probably laughing with their
piggy mates about how good capital-
ism is to them.

Helen Brown
Vic

Longer hours ploys

Siesta in Spain was a necessity
caused by hot weather. Many doc-
tors were in favour of the practice
and actually recommended its
adoption for various workplaces.

It is only recently that siestas
have been cancelled because of the
financial crisis there. How it will help
is not clear. It will not create extra
jobs, that’s for sure.

And far away, in Fiji, the gov-
ernment has cancelled the Queen’s
birthday — the holiday that is. It’s
an official public holiday which the
government says is no longer relevant
to the former British colony. The gov-
ernment also considers that an extra
working day will boost economic
productivity.

I remember a time when futurolo-
gists were talking about working four
to five hours a day because of all those
robots and other contraptions making
work almost redundant, something
you do for pleasure and fun.

Nowadays the working week
seems to be getting longer and longer
with no talk of a 35-hour week, for
instance. It seems to me that a well-
organised workplace does not need
extra time — well looked after work-
forces produce much better results.

J Wilson
Brisbane

“Casual violence”

The tragic death of a teenager in
an unprovoked attack in Sydney’s
Kings Cross some time ago has
created a flurry of discussions on
violence and alcohol, availability of
alcohol, etc. There was no mention
of another significant contributing
factor in young male violence — the
use of body-building supplements
and steroids.

Sydney

Fidel in the 21st Century — 2 day conference

Saturday August 18 / Sunday August 19
Teachers Federation — 22-23 Mary St Surry Hills (near Central Station)

His contribution and ideas for a better world
A two day conference looking at his life, thought and legacy of Fidel

Hosted by:
Latin America Social Forum

Australian Cuba Friendship Society

Cuba Solidarity Committee (Western Sydney)

Free the Cuba Five Committee
Supported by: Cuban Embassy

Cost per day: $40 solidarity / $20 waged / $10 concession
All funds raised will go to projects in Cuba
For more information: info@sydney-acfs.org or phone Fred on 0412 556 527

It is an open secret that many
young males pay extraordinary atten-
tion to their body shape and fitness
and spend a lot of time and money
trying to achieve a body of their
dreams. Unfortunately, many prefer
short-cuts and use steroids to supple-
ment their workouts.

Nor is it a secret that high levels
of steroids combined with alcohol
produce violent behaviour. What
experts call “casual violence” is a
combination of things — exposure to
violence in popular culture, family

break-downs, bullying as a way of
communicating, showing off on the
internet — all add to the volatile mix-
ture which young males find difficult
to control.

Disengagement from the commu-
nity and society plays a role as well. It
is not a pretty picture but if nothing is
done about the social problems, peer
pressure, alcohol and body enhanc-
ing drugs then unprovoked violent
behaviour will continue to spread.

Mati English
Sydney
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A rotten
apple or
an infected
garden?

It is now becoming clear that international
banks have, in the pursuit of profit, been
involved not only in reckless financial
transactions but also in outright fraud.
The manipulation of the London interbank
lending rate (Libor), arguably the largest
financial scam ever attempted, was not the
handiwork of a few individuals operating
within Barclays bank. It was a systemic
fraud involving an international cartel of
banks.

Marcus Agius is a gardener. His passion for
plants led him to the presidency of the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew, which was founded
in 1759 by Princess Augusta, mother of King
George 11, and which currently has over eight
million specimens in its herbarium in London.

Agius was appointed in 2006 as the first
non-executive director of the BBC, a keeper of
the integrity of British broadcasting. That same
year Agius was called to manage the rescue
of Barclays bank, which was on the verge of
bankruptcy due to irresponsible financial bets.
Continuing the tradition of his father-in-law,
Edmund de Rothschild, also a horticulture
enthusiast and a prominent member of the family
of financiers who made the City of London the
reference point of global banking, Agius com-
bined business management with philanthropy
and moral preaching.

Held as a model of elegance and good
manners, Agius often changed his tailored
suits for khaki pants and a wicker hat to be

photographed shaking hands with beneficiar-
ies of Barclays’ assistance programs in slums
around the world, thereby promoting “corporate
social responsibility”.

When the global financial crisis erupted in
2008, Barclays was one of the few banks that
did not need an official bailout, because Agius
negotiated its partial sale to several Arab emirs.
Explaining the causes of the global crisis, Agius
said that “they saw so much money being made
in investment banking and trading, they said:
‘I must have some of that’, and they just didn’t
have the historical experience or the deep-down
culture”.

“Unacceptable behaviour”

On July 2, the City woke up to the news of
Agius’ resignation from all his public and private
offices. “Unacceptable behaviour within the
bank”, he explained, had been penalised with
a record fine of US$455 million and resulted in
“a devastating blow to its reputation”.

The “unacceptable behaviour” is noth-
ing less than the largest financial fraud ever
attempted: the manipulation of the Libor interest
rate, a white-collar theft of billions of dollars
that has duped governments around the world
and ultimately impoverished millions of people
who had never heard of Agius, Barclays or the
City of London and just happened to have bor-
rowed money from a bank.

After years of detective work, both in
London and in New York, involving not just the
financial regulators but also the FBI, Barclays
became the first bank to be fined for its wrongdo-
ings, but a dozen other big financial institutions
are also being investigated. On top of the bulky
fines, which in the case of Barclays amounted
to around 10 percent of its profits of 2011, once
the fraud is proven the participating banks are
likely to be sued by their victims, which can
mean huge class actions.

Bob Diamond, the chief executive of
Barclays, could not claim ignorance of the illegal
operations and was forced to resign and forfeit
20 million pounds in bonus payments. In spite
of his resignation, Agius will lead the board in
search of a replacement.

Libor is the average rate at which major
banks in the British capital lend money to each
other. Financial transactions worth over US$800
trillion, from governmental bonds to simple
house mortgages, all are contracted regularly
with interest rates based on Libor. A small vari-
ation up or down makes the balance between
debtors and creditors oscillate in the millions.
The euro area has its Euribor and Japanese
finance its own index, but six decades after the
end of the British Empire, Libor continues as
the global benchmark.

The Libor manipulation makes the Madoff
fraud on Wall Street or the manipulation of
deficit numbers by the Greek government appear
like minor misdemeanours, and some analysts

Marcus Agius.

are already talking about “the biggest scam in
history”. The cheating happened over several
years and the modus operandi was surprisingly
simple.

Libor is calculated every day by order (and
under the supervision) of the British Bankers’
Association, which was coincidentally chaired
by Agius, until the scandal exploded. The daily
number is averaged by the Thomson Reuters
news agency, and it is not based on the actual
operations of banks lending and borrowing to
each other, but on the answers given by big
banks to the question of what rate they would
pay if they were to borrow money today.

Together with several similarly indebted
big banks, Barclays manipulated Libor down
with bogus offers. In some cases this was done
to favour traders in the derivatives markets:
“Dude. | owe you big time! Come over one
day after work and | am opening a bottle of
Bollinger [champagne],” says one of the inter-
bank e-mails now offered as evidence. Most of
the time Barclays artificially lowered the Libor
rate to avoid having to pay high rates for its
enormous debts. The British Parliament is now
investigating how this fraud could be carried
out unnoticed for several years, jeopardising
the credibility of British banking.

The manipulation helped hide the real
financial situation of Barclays and other heavily

indebted large banks, making them appear more
solid than they really are and easing the pres-
sure for reform.

A week before the scandal, the Bank for
International Settlements (BIS) warned in its
annual report that “banks must adjust their
balance sheets to reflect the real value of their
assets and ensure a rapid recapitalisation” (an
honest assessment which can be fatal for many
institutions). The BIS, which is the central bank
of central banks around the world, argues that
“governments must reform the banking system
and limit its size and importance” to ensure that
in future the bankruptcy of a bank does not
trigger a new financial crisis.

Chakravarthi Raghavan, Editor Emeritus
of the SUNS bulletin in Geneva, sees noth-
ing new here: the BIS “has identified these
problems in the past and proposed remedies”.
However, the medicine is never implemented
because “the financial sector has captured the
political process”.

The British Parliament must decide now if
the Libor case is explained by the traditional
metaphor of the rotten apple present in every
basket, or is more like a fungus that has infected
greenhouses massively ... carried around by
the gardeners.
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A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 19 Aug -
Sat 25 Aug

he Little Prince is a series

of 26 half-hour animated
episodes which the ABC is running
two-at-a-time (ABC3 Sundays from
August 19 at 4.pm). The series is
based on the famous novella (long
short story or very short novel) first
published in 1943 during the author’s
self-imposed exile in the USA from
German-occupied France.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry was a
French aristocrat. A writer and avia-
tor, he left France for the USA after
his country’s defeat in 1940, hoping
to persuade the US government to
enter the war against Fascism. He was
unsuccessful in that, but while stuck
in the US he wrote and published
The Little Prince, a symbolic fantasy
about loneliness, friendship, love and
loss, involving a young prince fallen
to Earth from a very small planet and
his companion a fox and his lost love
a flower (a rose).

It is today the most read and
most translated (into more than 250
languages and dialects) book in the
French language, and was voted

the best book of the 20th century
in France. Global sales total over
200 million copies. Like all the best
children’s literature, The Little Prince
is full of profound observations about
life, especially those articulated by the
fox, such as “One sees clearly only
with the heart. What is essential is
invisible to the eyes” and “It is the
time you have devoted to your rose
that makes your rose so important.”

Made by a consortium of
European companies including the
Saint Exupery-d’Agay Estate, this TV
series dumps all the early part of the
novella, in which we meet the narra-
tor whose drawing of a snake eating
an elephant is mistaken by adults as
a picture of a hat, and who when he
becomes a pilot crashes in the Sahara
desert and meets the fox. Instead,
when the TV series begins the little
prince and the fox are already flying
around among the asteroids.

Major parts of the story (and
some of the most symbolic) are
consequently omitted — his falling
out with the Rose and their reconcili-
ation, his meeting with and taming
the fenec fox, for example. Instead,
the producers have gone for a much
more conventional concept, in which
the little prince and his pal the fox
travel from place to place encounter-
ing planets where the evil snake has
already caused some mischief and
endeavouring to put that right.

Despite the attractive computer-
generated animation, the series fails
to rise above the conventionality of
its concept, which is a pity given its
source material.

Iso starting this Sunday is
a six-part dramatisation of
Jennifer Worth’s best-selling memoirs
of being a mid-wife in working-class
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London in the 1950s, Call The
Midwife (ABC1 Sundays from
August 19 at 8.30pm). As one of
the characters comments in the first
episode, having trained midwives to
attend women during homebirths in
London’s East End at that time was
one of the triumphs of the National
Health Scheme, introduced by the
post-war Atlee Labour government.

Ms Worth’s reminiscences have
proved to be surprisingly popular with
readers and viewers. The television
adaptation has been cleverly done
given that most of the original loca-
tions have been torn down in “slum
clearances” and replaced with soulless
tower blocks or commercial develop-
ment while the original vibrant com-
munities have in many cases simply
been dispersed.

If the interiors lack the peeling
paint and scuff marks on the walls
and doors that were what the poor had
to put up with as a matter of course,
the settings and the costumes are
more accurate than usual and create
an appropriate atmosphere.

One would like to see more
anger at the conditions and the lack
of resources. Instead we have to be
content with the central character’s
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and Jamie — We Won't Drop The Baby (ABC2 Wednesday August 22 at 9.30pm).

view of the working class women
she treats or assists as “heroic” and
their general living conditions as
“dreadful”.

Still, it is good to see a series set
among working class people that is
not a cop show and one set in the East
End that is not about Jack the Ripper.

Laurence Clark is a stand-up

comedian who cannot stand
up. He does his act from a wheel-
chair. Born with cerebral palsy, he
has made his condition part of his
comic “schtick”, but behind his slow
and careful articulation is a razor-
sharp wit.

Laurence’s wife Adele also suf-
fers from cerebral palsy, in her case
affecting her lower body, forcing her
to rely on crutches. Six years ago they
had a baby boy. Doctors and total
strangers alike told them they were
being irresponsible. Now, for their
second child, they want to try for a
natural birth, if possible (which it may
not be for Adele).

An observational documentary,
with the defiant title We Won’t Drop
The Baby (ABC2 Wednesday
August 22 at 9.30pm), follows the
family from the first few months of
pregnancy up to a couple of months

after the birth. An emotionally fraught
time for Adele who finds the birth
itself particularly distressing, it is also
a time for Laurence to show he can
overcome even more physical hurdles,
as he tries to make his unruly limbs
do his bidding so he can successfully
change the baby’s nappy.

As in all the best observational
documentaries, the viewer gets the
clear feeling that he or she is watching
real people cope with real problems,
unvarnished and honest portrayals
of real life in action, which in fact is
exactly what this is.

he long-running British TV

panel show Would | Lie
To You? (ABC1 Wednesdays at
9.40pm) clashes with the foregoing,
but this week | would watch We Won't
Drop The Baby, but in other weeks
Rob Brydon’s panel game with its
cast of comedians and actors is an
engaging if unenlightening way to
spend half an hour.

And that is probably the rub:
unlike its famous predecessors on
radio like My Word and its stable
mate My Music, or even the currently
screening TV variant Qi, Would | Lie
To You? is frequently amusing but
seldom informative. &
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The War Prayer

Mark Twain

It was a time of great and exalting excite-
ment. The country was up in arms, the war
was on, in every breast burned the holy fire
of patriotism; the drums were beating, the
bands playing, the toy pistols popping, the
bunched firecrackers hissing and spluttering;
on every hand and far down the receding
and fading spread of roofs and balconies a
fluttering wilderness of flags flashed in the
sun; daily the young volunteers marched
down the wide avenue gay and fine in their
new uniforms, the proud fathers and moth-
ers and sisters and sweethearts cheering
them with voices choked with happy emo-
tion as they swung by; nightly the packed
mass meetings listened, panting, to patriot
oratory which stirred the deepest deeps of
their hearts, and which they interrupted at
briefest intervals with cyclones of applause,
the tears running down their cheeks the
while; in the churches the pastors preached
devotion to flag and country, and invoked
the God of Battles beseeching His aid in
our good cause in outpourings of fervid
eloquence which moved every listener.

It was indeed a glad and gracious time,
and the half dozen rash spirits that ventured
to disapprove of the war and cast a doubt
upon its righteousness straightway got such a
stern and angry warning that for their personal
safety’s sake they quickly shrank out of sight
and offended no more in that way.

Sunday morning came — next day the bat-
talions would leave for the front; the church was
filled; the volunteers were there, their young
faces alight with martial dreams — visions of
the stern advance, the gathering momentum, the
rushing charge, the flashing sabres, the flight of
the foe, the tumult, the enveloping smoke, the
fierce pursuit, the surrender!

Then home from the war, bronzed heroes,
welcomed, adored, submerged in golden seas of
glory! With the volunteers sat their dear ones,
proud, happy, and envied by the neighbours
and friends who had no sons and brothers to
send forth to the field of honour, there to win
for the flag, or, failing, die the noblest of noble
deaths. The service proceeded; a war chapter
from the Old Testament was read; the first
prayer was said; it was followed by an organ
burst that shook the building, and with one
impulse the house rose, with glowing eyes and
beating hearts, and poured out that tremendous
invocation:

“God the all-terrible! Thou who ordainest!
Thunder thy clarion and lightning thy sword!”

Then came the “long” prayer. None could
remember the like of it for passionate pleading
and moving and beautiful language. The burden
of its supplication was, that an ever-merciful
and benignant Father of us all would watch over
our noble young soldiers, and aid, comfort, and
encourage them in their patriotic work; bless
them, shield them in the day of battle and the
hour of peril, bear them in His mighty hand,
make them strong and confident, invincible in

the bloody onset; help them to crush the foe,
grant to them and to their flag and country
imperishable honour and glory.

An aged stranger entered and moved with
slow and noiseless step up the main aisle, his
eyes fixed upon the minister, his long body
clothed in a robe that reached to his feet,
his head bare, his white hair descending in a
frothy cataract to his shoulders, his seamy face
unnaturally pale, pale even to ghastliness. With
all eyes following him and wondering, he made
his silent way; without pausing, he ascended
to the preacher’s side and stood there waiting.

With shut lids the preacher, unconscious of
his presence, continued with his moving prayer,
and at last finished it with the words, uttered
in fervent appeal, “Bless our arms, grant us the
victory, O Lord our God, Father and Protector
of our land and flag!”

The stranger touched his arm, motioned him
to step aside — which the startled minister did
—and took his place. During some moments he
surveyed the spellbound audience with solemn
eyes, in which burned an uncanny light; then in
a deep voice he said:

“l come from the Throne — bearing a mes-
sage from Almighty God!” The words smote the
house with a shock; if the stranger perceived it
he gave no attention. “He has heard the prayer
of His servant your shepherd, and will grant it if
such shall be your desire after I, His messenger,
shall have explained to you its import — that is
to say, its full import. For it is like unto many
of the prayers of men, in that it asks for more
than he who utters it is aware of — except he
pause and think.

“God’s servant and yours has prayed his
prayer. Has he paused and taken thought? Is
it one prayer? No, it is two — one uttered, the
other not. Both have reached the ear of Him
Who heareth all supplications, the spoken and
the unspoken. Ponder this — keep it in mind. If
you would beseech a blessing upon yourself,
beware! lest without intent you invoke a curse
upon a neighbour at the same time. If you pray
for the blessing of rain upon your crop which
needs it, by that act you are possibly praying for
a curse upon some neighbour’s crop which may
not need rain and can be injured by it.

“You have heard your servant’s prayer — the
uttered part of it. I am commissioned of God
to put into words the other part of it — that part
which the pastor — and also you in your hearts
— fervently prayed silently. And ignorantly and
unthinkingly? God grant that it was so! You
heard these words: ‘Grant us the victory, O Lord
our God!” That is sufficient. The whole of the
uttered prayer is compact into those pregnant
words. Elaborations were not necessary. When
you have prayed for victory you have prayed
for many unmentioned results which follow
victory — must follow it, cannot help but follow
it. Upon the listening spirit of God fell also the
unspoken part of the prayer. He commandeth
me to put it into words. Listen!

“O Lord our Father, our young patriots, idols
of our hearts, go forth to battle — be Thou near
them! With them — in spirit — we also go forth
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Mark Twain.

from the sweet peace of our beloved firesides
to smite the foe. O Lord our God, help us to
tear their soldiers to bloody shreds with our
shells; help us to cover their smiling fields with
the pale forms of their patriot dead; help us to
drown the thunder of the guns with the shrieks
of their wounded, writhing in pain; help us to
lay waste their humble homes with a hurricane
of fire; help us to wring the hearts of their unof-
fending widows with unavailing grief; help us
to turn them out roofless with little children to
wander unfriended the wastes of their desolated
land in rags and hunger and thirst, sports of
the sun flames of summer and the icy winds
of winter, broken in spirit, worn with travail,
imploring Thee for the refuge of the grave and
denied it — for our sakes who adore Thee, Lord,
blast their hopes, blight their lives, protract their
bitter pilgrimage, make heavy their steps, water
their way with their tears, stain the white snow
with the blood of their wounded feet!

We ask it, in the spirit of love, of Him
Who is the Source of Love, and Who is the
ever-faithful refuge and friend of all that are
sore beset and seek His aid with humble and
contrite hearts. Amen.”

After a pause.

“Ye have prayed it; if ye still desire it, speak!
The messenger of the Most High waits!”

It was believed afterward that the man was
a lunatic, because there was no sense in what
he said.

Twain apparently dictated it around 1904-
05; it was rejected by his publisher, and
was found after his death among his
unpublished manuscripts. It was first
published in 1923 in Albert Bigelow
Paine’s anthology, 7.

The story is in response to a particular war,
namely the Philippine-American War of
1899-1902, which Twain opposed.
Transcribed by Steven Orso &
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