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NEVER AGAIN

Dr Hannah Middleton

As we face the 67th anniversary of the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August
6, 1945, issues of war and peace are still
as stark as ever. The invasions of Irag and
Afghanistan are coming to a messy end.
The world faces the prospect of possible
new wars against Syria, Iran and perhaps
North Korea. In Africa wars with horrific
numbers of deaths and injuries continue
without apparent hope of resolution. On
Hiroshima Day we need to resolve again to
work for peace across the community and
across the world.

Brigadier General Bonner Fellers, one of
General McArthur’s aides, described the anni-
hilation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as “one
of the most ruthless and barbaric killings of
non-combatants in all history.”

As time has passed, there has been growing
recognition in the community that the dropping
of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
was a war crime.

It was not to save Allied lives as the spin the
infamous President Truman and his bloodthirsty
cabinet put on it would have us believe.

The end of war with Japan was brought on
by the entry of the Soviet Union into the conflict.

The use of the atomic weapons was a way
of positioning the US as the dominant power
in the post war period.

Today’s challenges

The threat of war still hangs over us today.

US President Obama’s 2011 visit to
Australia heralded a new intensification of
Australia’s integration into the US war fight-
ing strategy.

The Australian government agreed to allow
the stationing of 2,500 marines in Darwin,
porting facilities for nuclear subs in Fremantle,
and the use of Cocos Islands for US drones.
There will more exercises and US ship visits
to our ports.

In the baldest terms the US is seeking
to choke or contain China economically or
militarily.

This war-like strategy is bringing war to
our doorstep.

Australian aggression

The Australian government’s 2009 Defence
White Paper set out an aggressive strategy to
compliment what it saw then as US intentions.

The Australian (May 25-26, 2012)
commented:

“Just three years ago Australians were told
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in the 2009 defence white paper that there was
a possibility, long term but startling nonethe-
less that in the decades to come they might be
fighting a war against China. This possibility of
conflict with a superpower, their major trading
partner and a crucial pillar of the Australian
economy, would require building a very potent
ADF with 12 big new submarines, giant land-
ing ship able to carry 1,000 troops, tanks and
the works, air warfare destroyers to protect the
lot and about 100 revolutionary Joint Strike
Fighters.”

Military Spending

These sorts of policies lead to excessive
military spending.

Shamefully Australia is now the second
biggest per capita spender on the military in
the world, second only to the US.

Each year Australia’s military spending is 10
percent of the government’s disposable income.

Cuts to the military budget in the 2012-
2013 Budget and the ending of quarantining
the military from cuts was welcome, but these
steps are minor and not permanent.

Seven of the nine programs have been
deferred not cancelled, and there is no prospect
of the number of submarines being cut down
at all.

With the US moving into Asia and the
impossibility of finding the money to pay for
the planned military equipment purchases, the
Labor government is preparing a new Defence
White Paper due in 2013.

A major campaign is underway to force the
government to agree to community consultations
on the 2013 military planning document. If
agreement is won, it may go some way towards
forcing military planners to recognise that over
70 percent of the community are opposed to
increased military spending.

Uranium

The experience of Japan’s Fukushima reac-
tor after last year’s tsunami should be enough to
persuade governments of the need for caution
about uranium mining. And when uranium’s use
is for nuclear weapons, the case against mining
is even stronger.

This is not a view shared by the Martin
Ferguson, Minister for Resources, Energy and
Tourism, who keenly promotes uranium mining
and its sales to India.

Awustralia, as the owner of around 40 percent
of the world’s supply of uranium, should be
encouraging alternative sources of energy and
campaigning for nuclear disarmament.

Magnificent protests by over 500 people

defending
public education

Human Rights
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Traditional Japanese Taiko Drum and Dance began the public march and rally

for Hiroshima Day in Sydney last year.

at the huge Roxby uranium mine over the
last few weeks have been largely ignored by
mainstream media.

The uranium debate is reaching a climax in
NSW where the conservative state government
plans to overturn a ban stretching back more
than a quarter of a century on uranium mining
and to open some new mines.

The Australian government is planning to
store radioactive waste from the nuclear industry
on Aboriginal land at Mukaty in the Northern
Territory.

Despite protests and rejection by Elders and
traditional landowners, the age old process of
Australian governments ignoring Aboriginal
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Gun crazy

rights continues in this most toxic industry.

The NSW government is moving radioactive
waste from Hunters Hill to Auburn in Sydney
in a move that looks suspiciously as if the well
heeled of Hunters Hill can dump their waste on
a working class suburb.

Hiroshima Day 2012

This is a time to renew our struggle for
peace in this world and this region. We urge
all CPA members and supporters, everyone
who hates war, everyone opposed to nuclear
weapons, everyone committed to a world of
peace and social justice to get to your local
commemoration. &
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A question of priorities

Murdoch’s Australian newspaper has launched a full-on attack
against the Labor government’s recent budgetary “cuts” to defence
spending. The headline, “Cut-rate military funding leaves defence in
tatters” (30-07-2012), is typical of its propaganda promoting a mas-
sive increase in military spending. There is no shortage of space for
war hawks calling for a closer integration of US-Australian military
forces to overcome the alleged crisis caused by defence budget cuts
in Australia and the US. The 2009 Defence White Paper set the scene
for an annual three percent real increase in military spending, with
massive outlays in new tanks, jet fighters, submarines, missiles and
other materiel. It is now under review with a new White Paper due
in 2013 and US and Australian war hawks pushing for a huge hike
in the defence budget.

US Army chief general Raymond T Odierno emphasised the need
for closer alliances between the US and other countries because of
their defence budget cuts. Australian major general (retired) Jim
Molan said defence in Australia is in “terminal decline” because of
the cuts. “Onwards of 18 months, Australia will slip below a recover-
able position,” warned Molan, whose awards include the Legion of
Merit from the US government. Former US secretary of state Richard
Armitage and US Pacific Fleet Commander Admiral Sam Locklear
have reinforced Molan’s calls for an increase.

The claim that defence spending is being reduced by $5.5 billion
over four years is misleading to say the least. The detailed budget
papers (as against the media kit figure) reveal military spending is
set to increase by $2.797 billion over four years (Budget paper no 1,
Statement 6). The “cuts” do not threaten Australia’s military capability.
Some areas of spending will rise. Others will fall, such as employment
of civilian personnel, internal restructurings and deferral of some
capital expenditure. But The Australian is not going to let facts stand
in the way of its political and military agenda to boost Australia’s
military spending and its further integration in the US military.

Armitage warned that the Obama’s recent “pivot” towards Asia
should not be misinterpreted. He told The Australian, “it is not an
opportunity for a free ride by anybody — not Japan, Australia or
anybody else.” He expressed concern that Australia’s defence spending
had been reduced to 1.56 percent of GDP. Journalist Peter Hartcher
(The Age, 21-07-2012) also quotes Armitage: “It’s about Australia’s
ability to work as an ally of the US. I would say you’ve got to look at
2 percent of GDP”. (The Australian government awarded Armitage
the Honorary Companion of the Order of Australia in 2010.) Locklear
went further, saying that Australia’s military spending had fallen
below the level the US expected of its European allies — 2.5 percent.

These figures might sound small, but translating them into dollars
and percentage increases, they are alarming. The move to two percent
of GDP would increase military spending by 28 percent from $73
million to $93 million a day - $7.3 billion a year extra to be found.
The target of 2.5 percent of GDP amounts to a whopping increase
of 60 percent from $73 million to $116 million per day. This is what
these agents of US imperialism are demanding Australia spend “to
work as an ally of the US” and not have a “free ride”.

It is a costly ride, not just in terms of dollars and the cuts in
services to fund it. It brings with it the loss of Australia’s indepen-
dence and sovereignty, it raises regional tensions and increases the
threat of war. The Pentagon is conducting regular military exercises,
building military partnerships, stationing troops and opening bases
around China’s periphery, in addition to the positioning of warships,
submarines and aircraft carriers in the waters off its coasts. Last year
the US Pacific Command conducted 172 military exercises with 24
different countries, a number which US defence secretary and former
CIA director Leon Panetta says is set to increase.

The US plans to reposition its naval forces so that 60 percent of
them will be in the Pacific by 2020. China not surprisingly sees the
US’s moves to build hostile alliances and assert its dominance on
China’s door-step as provocative and does not welcome a heightened
role by Australia.

It does not serve the interests of the people of Australia or the
region or create security.

Australia has a choice: “to do more” for the US military machine
and imperialism’s ambitions for global domination or redirect spending
to the security of the people in Australia and our region by addressing
social and environmental needs and building peaceful relations with
our neighbours.

PRESS FUND

Shares in the social media company Facebook plunged because

of revelations that the company lost millions of dollars after the
hysterical reaction to its first issue of shares several weeks ago.
Like many others before them, the investors had their fingers burnt
at the stock market, the altar of capitalism. The real riches in life
aren’t represented by a dollar sign. What they should have done
was invest in a subscription to The Guardian, which would have
cost them a lot less and would have been far more rewarding! We
intend to follow stories like this, but we need your contribution to
the Press Fund for the next edition. We offer our sincere thanks to
this week’s contributors for their generous support, as follows:

MH $200, Mark Mannion $5, F Rouady $50, “Round Figure $18,
P Vouros $312

This week’s total: $585 Progressive total: $6,170

Shipping jobs at risk
with Caltex decision to
close Kurnell refinery

The Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) has criticised Caltex’s deci-
sion to close its Kurnell refinery
in Sydney, saying it could have
ramifications for shipping jobs in
the Australian coastal trade.

On top of the more than 600
jobs expected to be lost as a result
of Caltex’s announcement, the MUA
is concerned the tankers directly
contracted to Caltex could be left in
the lurch.

Caltex currently uses Australian-
crewed tankers to ship refined product
in Australian coastal trade.

These jobs could be lost if the

company chooses to use Flag-of-
Convenience shipping to carry refined
product into Australia from overseas.

National secretary of the MUA,
Paddy Crumlin, said the MUA would
not accept the removal of these jobs.

“Caltex must commit to the
retention of its Australian-crewed
coastal tankers. The company should
support Australian jobs and commit
to a sustainable domestic industry,”
Mr Crumlin said.

“This decision is not only bad
for Australians who will be hurt by
rising petrol prices, but it’s also a
terrible blow for Australians whose

livelihoods depend on Kurnell
operating.”

He said offshoring its refinery
operation is a calculated deci-
sion to cut costs at the expense of
national economic sustainability and
independence.

“After operating in the Australia
for decades and enjoying a large share
of the market, Caltex has a greater
responsibility to the community than
simply sacking workers.”

The MUA is seeking an urgent
meeting with Caltex and its relevant
contractors to ensure that job losses
are minimised. &

Protest at yellowcake threat

Bob Briton

Members and supporters of
the Communist Party in South
Australia made their views
on increased uranium exports
perfectly plain last Saturday.
They hung a huge banner from
the Birkenhead Bridge in Port
Adelaide in protest at proposals
to boost exports of yellowcake out
of the Port several-fold in coming
years as new uranium mines come
online.
SA Chamber of Mines and

Energy chief executive Jason
Kuchel is relaxed about the looming

development. “If it (uranium oxide)
fell of a train or the back of a
truck, you wouldn’t want to scoop
it up and swallow it but it is not
going to hurt you if you walk past
it or drive past it,” he said. “Much
more dangerous metals go through
our city streets every day.” Local
CPA branches are not buying it.
They note that uranium exports are
banned from the port of Fremantle
because handling facilities are too
close to residences in the area.
Members are highlighting
other dangers associated with the
trade. It has been conceded that
Australian uranium was used in the

reactors at the ill-fated Fukushima
nuclear powerplant. The decision
of the ALP national conference
last year to allow uranium exports
to India will allow that country
to commit its other sources to the
production of nuclear weapons.
India is currently being brought
into a war fighting alliance with
the US against China. Uranium
mining and nuclear waste disposal
are major concerns for Aboriginal
communities.

The CPA in SA is planning
an ongoing campaign against
increased uranium exports form
Port Adelaide. &
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Sydney Hiroshima Day BBQ
Sunday August 19 from 1pm

74 Buckingham St Surry Hills Sydney

$15/$5 Please bring a plate — Meat supplied
For more information: Tom 96998844
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Intervention opponents say
the fight will go on

Darren Coyne

Opponents of the federal govern-
ment’s intervention in Northern
Territory Aboriginal communities
narrowly missed out being able to
ask Prime Minister Julia Gillard
about why the new Stronger
Futures legislation had not been
subjected to human rights scrutiny.
The Stand For Freedom cam-
paign was hoping its question would
be one of three to be answered by Ms
Gillard during an international, live
web broadcast the Saturday before
last, organised by Deakin University,
Google+, Fairfax and OurSay.
Campaign director Damien
Curtis said the group was “grossly
disappointed” that the question would
not be asked, despite polling 8,944

votes and coming in at fourth from
a list of potential questions.

The group had wanted to ask:
“How can we call ourselves a coun-
try of the “fair go’ if the government
is now refusing to allow a human
rights test of the legislation by the
Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Human Rights, as called for by the
National Congress of Australia’s First
Peoples?”

Despite the setback, Mr Curtis
said the fight against the legislation
would continue.

Meanwhile, the Australian Greens
have announced they will move to
disallow place-based income manage-
ment trials when Parliament resumes
in August.

Senator Rachael Siewert said
the government was persisting with

its ambition to expand income man-
agement across the country. “The
Stronger Futures package of legisla-
tion that passed through the Senate a
fortnight ago expanded the punitive
approach of income quarantining to
vulnerable individuals to five new
sites,” she said.

Five sites

They are Bankstown in New
South Wales, Shepparton in
Victoria, Playford in South Australia
and Logan and Rockhampton in
Queensland.

“In order to enact these place-
based trials, the government has
tabled regulations which I will move
to disallow when Parliament resumes
in August,” Senator Siewert said.
“Given the overwhelming community

opposition and mounting evidence
that this approach only further
disempowers already vulnerable
people, I will be asking the Senate
to seriously consider this motion and
to finally put an end to this punitive
welfare practice.”

In another development, the NSW
ALP State Conference last month
resolved to call on the government to
halt compulsory income management
in Bankstown and other places.

The conference called for a
revision of the Stronger Futures
legislation and repeal of current
provisions in the Social Security Act
that facilitate income management.

The conference also called for
the redirection of all funds ear-
marked for administering compulsory
income management into programs

that would provide real and much-
needed support for people who were
vulnerable or struggling, including
increased funding for social services
and job creation.

As well, the conference called
for the right to immediately exit
compulsory income management
to be granted to all people in the
NT, WA and Queensland who were
already in the system.

Stop the Intervention spokesman
Paddy Gibson said Aboriginal peo-
ple wanted to see the laws scrapped
entirely.

“Many Aboriginal people have
suffered under this policy, stripped
of control and dignity, for five long
years since the NT Intervention,”
he said.

Koori Mail &

Victory for construction workers

Anna Pha

After one week of industrial action,
construction workers on Lend
Lease sites have won a significant
victory, including improved wages
and conditions, protections around
security of employment and a
site allowance for Barangaroo in
Sydney. Workers on Lend Lease
sites in Sydney, Brisbane and
Perth commenced their action on
Tuesday (July 21) last week. The
sites included the controversial
$10 billion Barangaroo project
at Darling Harbour in Sydney
where a community picket was
maintained on Hickson Rd (The
Hungry Mile).

Building unions are attempt-
ing to negotiate a new national
enterprise bargaining agreement
with Lend Lease. The Construction
Forestry Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU) said “the main points of
disagreement in the dispute relate
to wages and other issues”, includ-
ing job security, site allowances and
adding Western Australian workers
to the agreement.

The company had steadfastly
refused to accept the inclusion of
a job security clause and equal pay

and conditions for employees of
sub-contractors. The unions were
also demanding that Lend Lease
employ additional apprentices and
trainees across Australia.

Construction national secretary
of the CFMEU Dave Noonan said,
“The company’s position on delay-
ing increases and the other issues
is not acceptable to our members.
They are prepared to fight hard to
ensure Lend Lease come up with a
better deal.”

The ACTU expressed its
solidarity with the workers. Ged
Kearney said the dispute highlight-
ed why the ACTU was calling for
better rights for contract workers
as part of its campaign for secure
work.

“People in casual, labour hire
and contracting jobs are literally
putting their lives on hold because
they have no job or income security
to plan for the future,” Kearney
said.

“Unions are appalled that an
iconic building firm like Lend
Lease that last year made a profit
of almost half a billion dollars is
refusing to negotiate a job security
clause in their enterprise agree-
ment,” she said.

This is the third time the union
has stopped work at the Barangaroo
site. The first was in April work
when tests revealed contamina-
tion by toxic substances, including
ashestos and lead. Then again in
June workers had to cease work
when more ashestos was discovered
on the site.

The Barangaroo project was
approved by the former NSW Labor
government which passed special
legislation to enable Lend Lease
to avoid all the usual approval
processes. It was strongly opposed
by heritage, environmental and
other groups for a range of reasons
including overdevelopment and its
inappropriateness for the historic
public waterfront site. It was not
subjected to the normal environ-
mental investigations.

The project includes two office
block towers of up to 60 stories and
a third hotel/apartment tower out
over the water. The cruise ship ter-
minal was closed to make way for
the hotel.

The awarding of such a large
project to develop public land to
one company is unusual, to say the
least. The details of Lend Leases’
contract are shrouded in secrecy.

Pete’s Corner
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The site’s union rep Peter Genovese in front of the CFMEU picket line.

The site includes The Hungry
Mile, a historic stretch of waterfront
land.

“It was on The Hungry Mile
that the workers on the water-
front united and realised that their
strength lay in their unity and hence
they formed the Sydney Wharf
Labourers Union in 1872,” Warren
Smith says in the introduction of
a pamphlet on the Hungry Mile.
(www.mua.org.au - Warren Smith is
a national assistant secretary of the
Maritime Union of Australia.)

Since then there have been
many historic trade union struggles
on the very site where last week’s
community picket was held.

“It was on the Hungry Mile that
the bitter struggles against the bull
system took place; where workers
were dehumanised in the name of
greater profits as the biggest and
strongest were rewarded with work
while the rest were forced to fight
like dogs over remaining scraps in
order to feed their families,” Smith
said.

Last week, it was the construc-
tion unions who were taking action
along the Hungry Mile with the
support of their comrades in the
MUA and other unions. Again
workers are fighting for secure jobs
and humane wages and conditions.

The struggle is not over. &
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NSW Teachers
defending public education

Over 50,000 NSW teachers took
strike action on July 27. They com-
mitted to an extended campaign
to defeat the O’Farrell Liberal
government’s Local Schools, Local
Decisions policy for the re-organi-
sation of public education in NSW.
Principals, trainee, temporary
and permanent teachers attended
enormous public meetings on strike
day and expressed united and
determined opposition to the state
government’s plans to rundown
public education and undermine
teachers’ working conditions under
the cover of devolving power to
school principals.

The Local Schools, Local Decis-
ions rhetoric is creating the illusion
that the proposed changes, passing
over to principals the responsibility
for 70 percent of their school’s budget,
whereas they now have 10 percent,
and the power to hire and fire (the
state-wide Staffing Unit will become
redundant), will get rid of centralism
and bureaucracy in the NSW public
education sector. Many in the com-
munity and in the profession agree
on the surface this sounds good but
dig deeper, behind the rhetoric and
the marketing speak, the intention is
to savagely cut spending and reduce
government investment in public
education by cutting programs and
reducing permanent staffing positions.

Behind the
double speak

There is clear evidence for this.
Firstly the government has flatly
refused to sign the Putting Schools
First Charter, which was developed
by the NSW Teachers’ Federation to
seek reassurance from the state gov-
ernment that the proposed “reforms”
would not impact on student learning
opportunities. The Charter asks for
guarantees on class sizes, students’
continued access to specialist pro-
grams and specialist teachers and the
maintenance of existing levels of per-
manent teaching and executive staff.

Secondly, on May 30 the state
government, without consultation
or negotiation, announced a radical
restructuring of the Department of
Education as part of Local Schools
Local Decisions. Severe cuts were
announced to every part of the
Department supporting schools
and students. The Curriculum
Directorate has been lost just when
the Department is planning to roll-
out of the new National Curriculum.
There is now only one position to
support K-6 English and two posi-
tions for Years 7-12 for the whole of
NSW, (similar cuts in the other Key
Learning Areas)! Altogether 200 posi-
tions were cut from head office across
a broad range of programs including
New Scheme teacher support, ESL,
Equity Programs for Disadvantaged
Schools, Professional Learning; the
list goes on. This was not cutting fat
but the amputation of limbs.

Who will take on these now
redundant roles? The answer is
principals and teachers together with
a steadily reduced state education
budget. We know this because the
education sector will not be excluded
from Treasury plans to further cut
public sector expenditure which
was announced in the June 12 State
Budget by the O’Farrell government,
(15,000 public servant positions all
in all will go). The new funding
formula proposed by Local Schools

Local Decisions will open the door
to further cuts in funding for public
education as there are no guarantees
forthcoming that education budgets
will be maintained in real terms.

The funding con

The present funding formulas
for staffing NSW schools are based
on student numbers. It is known as
the school’s “entitlement”, and is a
teacher-student-ratio which is cur-
rently legislated. The Department is
responsible for a state-wide staffing
system which ensures all schools
have trained teachers and teachers can
transfer between schools. Temporary
teachers can apply for advertised
permanent positions and principals
can appoint new staff by advertising
or by taking teachers from the top of
the staffing list.

Devolution of responsibility for
school budgets will give principals a
“budget” or pot of money from which
principals will pay most of the bills.
The size of the pot can be varied by
Treasury at any time. There has been
little consultation and not many details
have been provided to principals about
the changes.

The changes are being slowly
introduced and it is becoming clear
that the intention is that principals will
become the scapegoats for the running
down of public education in NSW.
They will be placed in the invidious
position of having to do more with
less and having to make the hard
decisions about what to cut and who
to employ at the local level. They will
have to make the stark choices such
as those between the less expensive
inexperienced teacher or the relatively
more expensive experienced one, the
librarian or the ESL support program,
maintaining class sizes or employing
less teachers.

Local Schools Local Decisions,
will mean state-wide staffing will
disappear and hard to staff rural and
disadvantaged schools will be left
struggling to find qualified staff.
Would this be tolerated in wealthy
urban areas? What we are witnessing
is a flagrant attack on teachers’ job
security (won through hard struggle)
and the right of all NSW children to a
properly qualified teacher. Temporary
staff will become more commonplace
as permanent positions will be lost
through attrition and there will be an
increasing requirement for a “flex-
ible” workforce which can” fit in”
with shrinking and uncertain budgets.

Casualisation of the teaching
profession will make teachers more
vulnerable employees subject to
the unrelenting pressure to increase
“productivity” i.e. do more with less
and give up hard won rights for fear
of losing your temporary job. The
Teachers’ Federation will find it more
difficult to represent its members
and to protect conditions as well as
defend public education. The teach-
ing and learning environment will be
greatly impacted and it is more than
likely even more parents will look for
options in the private sector. Double
win for Mr O’Farrell and the NSW
Treasury.

Undermining the
Gonski Review

The long awaited federal govern-
ment Gonski Review into education
funding in Australia was released ear-
lier this year. The review highlighted

What we are witnessing is a flagrant attack

on teachers’ job security (won through hard
struggle) and the right of all NSW children
to a properly qualified teacher.

the present dysfunctional and ineg-
uitable school funding arrangements
which favour the private system and
further disadvantage the disadvan-
taged i.e. public schools and students.
Gonski advocated for a massive injec-
tion of funds into public education in
Awustralia to redress years of neglect
and underinvestment by successive
governments.

O’Farrell’s Local Schools Local
Decisions thumbs its nose at the find-
ings of the School Funding Review
Panel. We could ask, is O’Farrell
taking advantage of the likely extra
funding that will flow from the federal
government as a result of the Gonski
Review? Will this extra federal fund-
ing (if and when it is forthcoming and
that cannot be taken for granted), be
used to prop up public education in
NSW to paper over the gaps which are
being deliberately made by O’Farrell
and NSW Treasury? If so this is still
a no win for NSW public education
students who will miss out on what
was meant to be funding to redress
the existing disadvantage and neglect.
The cynicism and deceit seems to
have no end.

Less centralism should
not equal less money

Principals and teachers want
less bureaucracy and centralism to
improve student learning outcomes
using local knowledge and local
needs, not this cynical cost-cutting,
blame shifting exercise. Unfettered
by any meaningful opposition Mr
O’Farrell is confident his conservative
agenda can be railroaded through. He
may need to think again as a result of
the recent teachers’ strike — teachers
voted to fight these regressive changes
with a an ongoing campaign and into
the long-term if necessary.

Defending public education and
teachers’ working conditions is about
the kind of society we want and
stopping the further push to a two
class education system we have been
witnessing for a number of years. The
US and Britain have already gone
down this path and their negative
experience bears witness. We all need
to speak out and act now to support
the teachers and the NSW Teachers’
Federation. They are standing strong
despite vilification by media and
politicians who are trying to represent
this struggle as one which is about
teachers’ narrow minded rejection of

change and the union wanting to hold
onto its power.

Support the teachers and their
union and reject the O’Farrell govern-
ment’s class agenda. It’s about equity,
ensuring we have a high quality public
education system which is potentially
available to all and meets its legal and
moral obligation to be a universal
provider of education in this country.
You can go to the NSW Teachers
Federation website to sign
petition and get involved in the
public campaign.

This article was contributed by a
teacher. &

Sydney Hiroshima Day
March & Rally 2012

Sunday August 5 — Hyde Park North, Sydney
Rally 12pm
Colonel Valery Yarynich - retired Russian Colonel
MP Jamie Parker - NSW Greens uranium spokesperson
Rita Mallia — NSW President, Construction Forestry Mining Energy Union
Denis Doherty — Anti Bases Campaign

Chair: Radhika Raju (CFMEU) &
Miko Nakamura (311 campaign for nuclear free)

Performance: Japanese vibrant energetic Soran &
Taiko dancers & music by the amazingly talented Debbie Tennant.

FORUM

Monday, 6 August 2012 6pm for 6:30 start to 8pm
Teachers’ Federation at 23-33 Mary Street, Surry Hills
Paul Ham - author of “Hiroshima and Nagasaki”
Valery Yarynich - Retired Russian Colonel
John Hallam - People for Nuclear Disarmament
Refreshments will be provided from 6pm.

Entry by donation
Hiroshima Day Committee Sydney Ph 0418 290 663
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Human Rights Commission says

Australia 5

dump mandatory detention

Peter Mac

The Australian Human Rights
Commission has issued a report
which unequivocally calls for
Australia to end the current policy
of mandatory detention for asylum
seekers who arrive by boat. It has
recommended that applications
for asylum should be considered
on a case-by-case basis, regardless
of the means of arrival, and that
applicants who do not pose an
unacceptable risk to the public
should be placed in community
detention or given bridging visas
at the earliest opportunity.

The Commission recently
conducted an extensive series of
interviews with applicants in four
detention centres and with others in
community placement. It concluded
“Australia’s system of mandatory
indefinite detention leads to breaches
of our international human rights
obligations.”

Despite those criticisms, the
Commission President, Catherine
Branson, praised the Gillard govern-
ment for having recently increased
the number of asylum seekers in
community placement. She stated:

“We found that, as well as being
better aligned with Australia’s inter-
national human rights obligations,
community arrangements offer a far
more humane and effective approach
to the treatment of asylum seekers,
refugees and stateless persons than
closed detention.

“Maximum benefits will be
derived where asylum seekers are
placed in the community at the earliest
opportunity following arrival, with
appropriate support and opportuni-
ties for self-reliance and meaningful
activities.”

The Commission interviewed a
number of detainees who had received
adverse security assessments, who
were of interest to the Australian
Federal Police, and/or had been
involved in detention centre distur-
bances last year. Many are likely to
remain in detention indefinitely under
the current arrangements.

The report observed “alarming
levels of despair amongst people
experiencing prolonged detention
with little prospect of a community
placement.”

A very different path

The Commission’s recommen-
dations represent a major departure
from the policies of this government
and the previous Howard regime,
and from those of the current federal
opposition led by Tony Abbott.

The Commission recommended
that detainees who have received an
adverse security assessment should
be considered for release, or for
placement in a less restrictive form
of detention.

They should also be provided
with information as to the basis of
that assessment, as well as access to
a merits review by the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal, and should be
entitled to make submissions on that
assessment, if necessary through an
advocate.

The report effectively acknowl-
edged that immigration detention
is in many respects equivalent to
imprisonment for a criminal offence.
It recommended that a decision to
detain someone should be subject
to judicial review and that where a
court finds the detention is unlawful,
it should have the power to order the
release of the detainee concerned.

The Commission noted “The
lawfulness of the detention is not lim-
ited to domestic legality — it includes
whether the detention is compatible
with the requirements of ... the (UN)
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which affirms the
right to liberty and prohibits arbitrary
detention.”

With regard to assessment for
community placement the report
stated that all asylum seekers should
have access to vocational training,
English language classes, essential
medical care and counselling. It also
recommended that children should
have full access to education, that
detainees should have the right to
seek work, and that those who do
not find work should be granted suf-
ficient income support to meet their
basic needs.

The Commission’s recommenda-
tions have major implications for the
future of stateless people, many of
whom have not formally been able to
prove their statelessness, and/or have
remained in detention for years. The
Commission recommended that the
government develop a formal mecha-
nism for determining statelessness,
in order to grant substantive visas to
stateless people, including those who
have been found not to be refugees.

Finally, the Commission also
provided recommendations for the
treatment of detainees who are at risk
of suicide or self-harm, including a
recommendation that they should be
separated from others whose behav-
iour is threatening or aggressive.

A breath of fresh air

The Human Rights Commission’s
report is welcome and timely. The
government and opposition are still
mired in the sordid argument about
the “best” overseas destination to
which asylum seekers who arrive here
by boat should be sent. The govern-
ment may now face compensation
claims from boat crew members who
were arrested as people smugglers,
including boys who were imprisoned
in adult male jails.

Moreover, it has now been
revealed that some Sri Lankan Tamil

asylum seekers whose claims had
been rejected by the government, and
who were forcibly deported back to
Sri Lanka, were arrested immediately
after their arrival and subjected to
torture.

The government had been
exchanging intelligence informa-
tion with Sri Lankan authorities, but
appears to have hastily altered this
policy. The Sri Lankan government,
which seems to automatically treat
all Tamils as former members of the
Tamil Tigers, has now complained
that they have not received informa-
tion about the passengers on a trawler
that recently arrived at Christmas
Island from Sri Lanka.

The Commission’s report comes
in the wake of a call by human rights
advocate Julian Burnside for the
government to prevent asylum seek-
ers boarding the boats, by processing
their applications for asylum within
the transit countries (i.e. Indonesia
and Malaysia), and by offering
them vouchers for a plane trip to
Australia, which could be claimed
once their asylum applications had
been accepted.

Believe it or not, mining magnate
Clive Palmer has made another worth-
while suggestion, i.e. that applicants
should simply be flown to Australia
immediately, where their applications
would be processed. That sugges-
tion would be particularly useful in
the event that the governments of
Malaysia or Indonesia were unwill-
ing or unable to cooperate in the
implementation of Burnside’s scheme.
Palmer may have his own reasons for
making the proposal, but it’s a good
one nevertheless.

These suggestions, together with
the initiatives recommended in the
Human Rights Commission report,
present the government with a golden
opportunity to seize the moral high
ground by abandoning off-shore
processing and mandatory detention.
It’s not yet clear whether they’ll do
so, but with the HCR report there’s
a lot more hope. &

Sydney

Public Meeting

beyondnuclearinitiative.com

Nuclear South Wales? Resisting O'Farrell's Uranium Push

Thursday August 16  6:00pm - 8:00pm
Tom Mann Theatre 136 Chalmers Street Surry Hills (Near Central Station Devonshire St Exit)
In March the NSW government passed the Mining Legislation Amendment (Uranium Exploration) Act 2012, overturning a 26-year

bi-partisan ban on uranium exploration in the state. The Beyond Nuclear Initiative is holding a public meeting to allow the community
to hear from key stakeholders and discuss the potential social and environmental impacts of the government’s decision.

Consultation for the draft national curriculum closed on July 20
but concerns about a disproportionate coverage in earth and
environmental science of geology and rock extraction com-
pared to climate change, sustainability and biodiversity are rife.
It will be one of four science subjects offered in years 11 and 12
in the national curriculum in addition to biology, chemistry and
physics. Mining companies are involved in funding textbooks in
Western Australia, for instance, which also raises questions of
undue pressure. It is not surprising to find that 16 out of 19 chap-
ters were devoted to earth science and three to climate change,
ecosystems and biodiversity and human activity. Ideally stu-
dents should be able to study all aspects of science and have
a sound understanding of the interconnectedness in nature.

The National Parks Association and the Macarthur Bushwalkers’
Club have begun a civil court case against BHP Billiton, which
operates the West Cliff coalmine near Campbelltown in NSW
via a subsidiary company, for polluting the Georges River. NSW
governments have known for a decade about a major tox-
ic plume from the coal company but never put on pressure to
stop polluting. The contamination has seriously damaged the
ecosystem of the river for 15 kilometres downstream from the
mine. Robyn Parker, NSW Environment Minister — who previ-
ously claimed that cutting down trees was good for koalas — said
that the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) would have
to lift its game and promised to strengthen the EPA and crack
down on big polluters. However, she also announced earlier that
day deep staff cuts at the Office of Environment and Heritage.

Office of Environment job losses is another attack on science by
O’Farrell government. Slashing 350 so-called “back office” jobs
is a huge blow to the public. “Gutting professional staff like this
once again shows this government’s contempt for science-based
environmental policy,” commented Greens MP and environment
spokesperson Cate Faehrmann. “The OEH is being hit with job
cuts at the same time as they are being hit with the extra respon-
sibility of babysitting amateur hunters following the Premier’s deal
with the Shooters’ Party. The minister is pretending that the job
losses will improve the public’'s access to National Parks. This is
absolute rubbish. The job losses will damage service delivery right
across the department to the detriment of the community and,
unfortunately most of all, the environment,” said Ms Faehrmann.

Are security questions secure? Numerous government
departments and corporations, including banks, have a list
of security questions such as “What's your date of birth?”,
“What's your mother's maiden name?” Somebody has
recently pointed out that these types of questions may
actually be a security risk as this information can be very eas-
ily obtained from family trees kept online. These sites are
not secure and consequently may be trawled for information.
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Titanic banks hit LIBOR icel

Ellen Brown

At one time, calling the large multinational
banks a “cartel” branded you as a con-
spiracy theorist. Today the banking giants
are being called that and worse, not just in
the major media but in court documents
intended to prove the allegations as facts.
Charges include racketeering (organised
crime under the US Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organisations Act or RICO),
antitrust violations, wire fraud, bid-rigging,
and price-fixing. Damning charges have
already been proven, and major damages
and penalties assessed. Conspiracy theory
has become established fact.

In an article in the July 3 UK Guardian titled
“Private Banks Have Failed — We Need a Public
Solution”, Seumas Milne writes of the LIBOR
(London Interbank Offered Rate) rate-rigging
scandal admitted to by Barclays Bank:

“It’s already clear that the rate rigging,
which depends on collusion, goes far beyond
Barclays, and indeed the City of London. This
is one of multiple scams that have become
endemic in a disastrously deregulated system
with inbuilt incentives for cartels to manipulate
the core price of finance.

“... It could of course have happened only in
a private-dominated financial sector, and makes
a nonsense of the bankrupt free-market ideology
that still holds sway in public life.

“... A crucial part of the explanation is the
unmuzzled political and economic power of
the City ... Finance has usurped democracy.”

Bid-rigging and rate-rigging

Bid-rigging was the subject of US v Carollo,
Goldberg and Grimm, a ten-year suit in which
the US Department of Justice obtained a judge-
ment on May 11 against three GE Capital
employees. Billions of dollars were skimmed
from cities all across America by colluding
to rig the public bids on municipal bonds, a
business worth US$3.7 trillion. Other banks
involved in the bidding scheme included Bank
of America, JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo and
UBS. These banks have already paid a total of
US$673 million in restitution after agreeing to
cooperate in the government’s case.

Hot on the heels of the Carollo decision
came the LIBOR scandal, involving collusion
to rig the inter-bank interest rate that affects
US$500 trillion worth of contracts, financial
instruments, mortgages and loans. Barclays
Bank admitted to regulators in June that it tried
to manipulate LIBOR before and during the
financial crisis in 2008. It said that other banks
were doing the same. Barclays paid US$450
million to settle the charges.

The US Commodities Futures Trading
Commission (CTFC) said in a press release that
Barclays Bank “pervasively” reported fictitious
rates rather than actual rates; that it asked other
big banks to assist, and helped them to assist;
and that Barclays did so “to benefit the Bank’s
derivatives trading positions” and “to protect
Barclays’ reputation from negative market
and media perceptions concerning Barclays’
financial condition.”

After resigning, top executives at Barclays
promptly implicated both the Bank of England
and the Federal Reserve. The upshot is that the
biggest banks and their protector central banks
engaged in conspiracies to manipulate the most
important market interest rates globally, along
with the exchange rates propping up the US
dollar.

CFTC did not charge Barclays with a crime
or require restitution to victims. But Barclays’
activities with the other banks appear to be
criminal racketeering under federal RICO stat-
utes, which authorise victims to recover treble

damages; and class action RICO suits by victims
are expected.

The blow to the banking defendants could
be crippling. RICO laws, which carry treble
damages, have taken down the Gambino crime
family, the Genovese crime family, Hell’s
Angels, and the Latin Kings.

The payoff: not in interest
but on interest rate swaps

Bank defenders say no one was hurt. Banks
make their money from interest on loans, and
the rigged rates were actually LOWER than the
real rates, REDUCING bank profits.

That may be true for smaller local banks,
which do make most of their money from local
lending; but these local banks were not among
the 16 mega-banks setting LIBOR rates. Only
three of the rate-setting banks were US banks —
JPMorgan, Citibank and Bank of America — and
they slashed their local lending after the 2008
crisis. In the following three years, the four
largest US banks — BOA, Citi, JPM and Wells
Fargo — cut back on small business lending by
a full 53 percent. The two largest — BOA and
Citi — cut back on local lending by 94 percent
and 64 percent, respectively.

Their profits now come largely from
derivatives. Today, 96 percent of derivatives
are held by just four banks — JPM, Citi, BOA
and Goldman Sachs — and the LIBOR scam
significantly boosted their profits on these bets.
Interest-rate swaps compose fully 82 percent of
the derivatives trade. The Bank for International
Settlements reports a notional amount outstand-
ing as of June 2009 of US$342 trillion. JPM
— the king of the derivatives game — revealed
in February 2012 that it had cleared US$1.4
billion in revenue trading interest-rate swaps in
2011, making them one of the bank’s biggest
sources of profit.

The losers have been local governments,
hospitals, universities and other nonprofits.
For more than a decade, banks and insurance
companies convinced them that interest-rate
swaps would lower interest rates on bonds
sold for public projects such as roads, bridges
and schools.

The swaps are complicated and come in
various forms; but in the most common form,
counterparty A (a city, hospital, etc.) pays a fixed
interest rate to counterparty B (the bank), while
receiving a floating rate indexed to LIBOR or
another reference rate. The swaps were entered
into to insure against a rise in interest rates;
but instead, interest rates fell to historically
low levels.

Defenders say “a deal is a deal;” the victims
are just suffering from buyer’s remorse. But
while that might be a good defence if interest
rates had risen or fallen naturally in response
to demand, this was a deliberate, manipulated
move by the Fed acting to save the banks from
their own folly; and the rate-setting banks col-
luded in that move. The victims bet against the
house, and the house rigged the game.

Lawsuits brewing

State and local officials across the country
are now meeting to determine their damages
from interest rate swaps, which are held by
about three-fourths of America’s major cit-
ies. Damages from LIBOR rate-rigging are
being investigated by Massachusetts Attorney
General Martha Coakley, New York Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman, officers at CalPERS
(California’s public pension fund, the nation’s
largest), and hundreds of hospitals.

One victim that is fighting back is the
city of Oakland, California. On July 3, the
Oakland City Council unanimously passed
a motion to negotiate a termination without

A profest outside a Barclays Bank.

fees or penalties of its interest rate swap with
Goldman Sachs. If Goldman refuses, Oakland
will boycott doing future business with the
investment bank. Jane Brunner, who intro-
duced the motion, says ending the agreement
could save Oakland US$4 million a year, up
to a total of US$15.57 million — money that
could be used for additional city services and
school programs. Thousands of cities and other
public agencies hold similar toxic interest rate
swaps, so following Oakland’s lead could save
taxpayers billions of dollars.

What about suing Goldman directly for dam-
ages? One problem is that Goldman was not one
of the 16 banks setting LIBOR rates. But victims
could have a claim for unjust enrichment and
restitution, even without proving specific intent:

“Unjust enrichment” is a legal term denoting
a particular type of causative event in which
one party is unjustly enriched at the expense of
another, and an obligation to make restitution
arises, regardless of liability for wrongdoing.
It is a general equitable principle that a person
should not profit at another’s expense and there-
fore should make restitution for the reasonable
value of any property, services, or other benefits
that have been unfairly received and retained.

Goldman was clearly unjustly enriched by
the collusion of its banking colleagues and the
Fed, and restitution is equitable and proper.

The victims bet against the house,
and the house rigged the game.
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RICO claims on behalf of
local banks

Not just local governments but local banks
are seeking to recover damages for the LIBOR
scam. In May 2012, the Community Bank &
Trust of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, filed a RICO
lawsuit involving mega-bank manipulation
of interest rates, naming Bank of America,
JPMorgan Chase, Citigroup, and others. The suit
was filed as a class action to encourage other
local, independent banks to join in. On July
12, the suit was consolidated with three other
LIBOR class action suits charging violation of
the anti-trust laws.

The Sheboygan bank claims that the LIBOR
rigging cost the bank US$64,000 in interest
income on US$8 million in floating-rate loans
in 2008. Multiplied by 7,000 US community
banks over four years, the damages could be
nearly US$2 billion just for the community
banks. Trebling that under RICO would be
US$6 billion.

RICO suits against banking

partners of MERS

Then there are the MERS lawsuits. In the
State of Louisiana, 30 judges representing 30
parishes are suing 17 colluding banks under
RICO, stating that the Mortgage Electronic
Registration System (MERS) is a scheme set up
to illegally defraud the government of transfer
fees, and that mortgages transferred through
MERS are illegal. A number of courts have
held that separating the promissory note from
the mortgage — which the MERS scheme does
— breaks the chain of title and voids the transfer.

Several states have already sued MERS and
their bank partners, claiming millions of dollars
in unpaid recording fees and other damages.
These claims have been supported by numerous
studies, including one asserting that MERS has
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irreparably damaged title records nationwide
and is at the core of the housing crisis. What
distinguishes Louisiana’s lawsuit is that it is
being brought under RICO, alleging wire and
mail fraud and a scheme to defraud the parishes
of their recording fees.

Readying the lifeboats: the
public bank solution

Trebling the damages in all these suits could
sink the banking Titanic. As Seumas Milne notes
in the Guardian:

“Tougher regulation or even a full separa-
tion of retail from investment banking will
not be enough to shift the City into productive
investment, or even prevent the kind of corrupt
collusion that has now been exposed between
Barclays and other banks ...

“Only if the largest banks are broken up,
the part-nationalised outfits turned into genu-
ine public investment banks, and new socially
owned and regional banks encouraged can
finance be made to work for society, rather than
the other way round. Private sector banking has
spectacularly failed — and we need a democratic
public solution.”

If the last quarter century of US banking
history proves anything, it is that our private
banking system turns malignant and feeds off
the public when it is deregulated. It also shows
that a parasitic private banking system will NOT
be tamed by regulation, as the banks’ control
over the money power always allows them
to circumvent the rules. We the People must
transparently own and run the nation’s central
and regional banks for the good of the nation,
or the system will be abused and run for private
power and profit as it so clearly is today, bring-
ing our nation to crisis again and again while
enriching the few.
globalresearch.ca &

Canada and
Imperialism’s strategy
towards Syria

Darrell Rankin

In the June 5 Canadian parliamentary
debate on Syria, Tory, NDP and Liberal
MPs proclaimed their common purpose,
notably about the need to overthrow the
Syrian government. Earlier that day, MPs
from these parties gave unanimous consent
to a motion that condemned the Syrian
government for massacring civilians and
that urged Russia and China to support
a ceasefire that would save innocent lives.

Our parliamentarians are steeped in the
legacy of imperialism’s colonial attitude to
the Arab world, which allows only “appropri-
ate” rulers. They are infused with Western
imperialism’s latest malignant aspiration to
re-divide the world at the expense of China
and Russia.

Not once in the debate did our parlia-
mentarians refer to the generous support for
armed groups in Syria by their close, despotic
friends in the Middle East such as Saudi
Arabia and Qatar.

The prospect for Syria is the most intense
sectarian war that the West can create, with
the aim of blaming Russia and China for the
violence. That said, imperialism is keeping
all its options open towards Syria, including
military occupation.

This includes using alleged Russian and
Chinese “stubbornness” to bypass the UN
Security Council and directly overthrow the
Syrian government. Western imperialism only
follows international laws such as the UN
Charter when it is helpful.

Russia and China face being demonised
and made into a target of plunder for the
West. Yet both Russia and China support
a ceasefire; their goal is that Syrians alone
decide their future, policies distorted as
alleged “support” for the Syrian government.

The latest escalation in the Middle East
also targets Iran, and the ruling classes in the
western imperialist countries alone stand to
benefit from the death and division.

The pro-war countries in the Middle East
are making some serious miscalculations.
Israel’s ruling circles believe they will escape
with impunity and gain from a weakened
Syria. But a large war that may involve nucle-
ar weapons could wipe out millions of people
and destroy cities throughout the region.

Backed by Canada and other imperial-
ist countries, reactionary Arab states such as
Saudi Arabia are feeding sophisticated arms,
communication means, and intelligence to
armed groups in Syria. They are leading
the effort to spark a war of regime change
in Syria and to create conditions for a war
against Iran.

But behind this aggression is weakness,
not strength. The prospects for democratic
revolutionary change are growing in these
societies, whose leaders calculate that over-
throwing the last secular state in the Arab
world will help them in their growing domes-
tic problems.

The feedback effect of such a war, how-
ever, will put their despotic regimes and
social system to a supreme test. One has to
wonder about the stability and permanence
of all the regimes that are launching a war
against Syria, including Canada’s.
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Although the West aims to drown Syria
in its own blood, the political conditions in
the region and the world, with a sharp polari-
sation around the struggle in and for Syria,
may tilt the war into a far a far more serious
conflagration.

Who benefits from trying to overthrow
the government of Syria? A starting point in
explaining the fuller picture is that wealthy
Canadians have for many decades made piles
of money from selling weapons to Saudi
Arabia and its allies, which in turn today are
shipping piles of weapons into Syria.

Canada’s aggressive policy towards Syria
actually has nothing to do with our MP’s
proclaimed humanitarian concerns, which are
a cover for being a partner in the US-led re-
division of the cake.

Which party is the most rabid? The award
might go to the NDP, because of its urging
that sanctions be imposed that would punish
civilians. A Tory MP defended not having
such sanctions!

What importance do the MPs place
on Syria for the kind of world they want?
According to Paul Dewar (NDP), “The prior-
ity is not trade with Russia right now; it is
about action when it comes to Syria.” Dewar
is exposed as setting Russia up for trade and
more serious confrontations.

What is at the root of the Syrian govern-
ment’s mistakes? According to Alexandrine
Latendresse (NDP), Syria’s Assad govern-
ment made “a few timid attempts... to liber-
alise the economy and encourage the growth
of foreign investments ... The results have
been very disappointing ... Assad tried to get
a little closer to the West and seemed to want
to play the game for a while. When the Arab
Spring happened, it soon became very clear

But behind this aggression
IS weakness, not strength.
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that we were dealing with an unscrupulous
tyrant.”

This comment more than any other
explains Canada’s aggression towards the
Syrian government, which is a non-sectarian
alliance of the working class and national
bourgeoisie of that country, operating to limit
foreign domination. This is a serious crime
of the Syrian government, in the eyes of the
neo-liberal imperialist West.

It is not the purported sectarianism
of the Syrian government that animates
Latendresse’s policy, but her “noble” thirst
for more control of Syria’s resources by
Canadian corporations.

Latendresse omits to mention that Canada
is the third largest foreign investor in Syria.
Not mentioned by any parliamentarian is the
use of the Arab and other regional peoples
as pawns in the imperialist re-division of the
world.

On every question related to Syria,
Canada’s parliamentary anthill can see no far-
ther than Washington, whose foreign policy
they faithfully copy.

To sum up, Canada’s three largest parties
all support the overthrow of the Syrian gov-
ernment. In the debate, the NDP blamed the
Syrian government for the massacre in Houla,
an allegation made at the time without any
evidence and now contrary to clear evidence
that the reactionary rebels committed the hei-
nous crime.

Many other allegations made by MPs in
the debate are without foundation, including
that the UN Observer Mission blamed the
Syrian government for the massacre.

The debate shows a marked departure
from reality by all parties in our parlia-
ment. Behind this departure, the unbalanced
demands, and the overlooked sources of
violence is Canada’s corporate ruling class,
eager to impose Canadian investment in
Syria.

The beautiful country of Syria, already
partly occupied by Israel, will be the poorer
for this and many more may die. Canada’s
parliament represents the warmongers, not
the people who want Canada to be a voice for
peace in the world.

People’s Voice &
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Israel coined the term “Nakba”
ementing It

and Is still Imp

lan Pappe

In the July lull between the
two truces of the 1948 war that
involved Israel and troops sent
from neighbouring Arab states to
try and salvage Palestine, another
stage in the ethnic cleansing opera-
tion of the country was completed.

While in April 1948 the urban
space of Palestine was almost com-
pletely destroyed by the Zionist forc-
es, pockets of the rural areas and three
towns, al-Lid, Ramleh and Nazareth
were still safe, but not for long.

Within the ten days of the lull
(known in Israeli historiography as
the “ten days war”), more Palestinian
land was occupied and more people
uprooted. The newly-born Jewish state
promised the UN mediator at the time
to cease fighting and explained that
the July operations were just minor
cleansing of pockets of resistance.

The UN did not buy the lie, but
was already then a helpless and hap-
less organisation. Only the city of
Nazareth was spared and it is not
very clear why. Zionist leader and
Israel’s first Prime Minister David
Ben-Gurion, who was very keen to
depopulate it not only from its origi-
nal inhabitants but also from the tens
of thousands of refugees who found
shelter there since May 1948, in the
very last moment was convinced by
someone to leave it intact.

But everywhere else the mag-
nitude of the ruthless depopulation
began to transpire clearly — before
another two months passed it would
be completed with the final destruc-
tion of the Palestinians in the Galilee
and the Nagab (Negev) — respec-
tively in the far north and south of
Palestine.

Long before the Palestinians
themselves understood what was the
essence of the Israeli master plan
to expel them, and the far-reaching
implications of the country’s ethnic
cleansing, the perpetrators themselves
found an adequate term in Arabic to
describe it: Nakba (catastrophe).

The term was mentioned for the
first time not in Arab or Palestinian
sources but in Israeli military intel-
ligence sources. It appeared in leaflets
the Israeli air force distributed during
those ten days in July on the eve of

a very singular attack on a village
or a town.

The leaflets demanded in the main
the “peaceful” eviction of the village
and its surrounding areas. If not, the
leaflets warned, the village would be
severely punished. We do not have all
the leaflets but here is the one rained
on the huge and beautiful village of
al-Tira near Haifa in the middle of
July 1948:

“The sword will cut your throats
without pity or compensation. If you
insist and continue with your wrong
doing ... you should know that our
airplanes, tanks and artillery will grind
your village to dust, shell your houses,
break you back, uproot you from your
land ... and your village will become
a desert. Oh the people of al-Tira, if
you wish to avoid a Nakba [sic] ...
surrender. The victorious Israeli army
has already demolished the criminal
hotbeds of Jaffa, Acre, Tiberias and
Safad. It has occupied tens of villages
in the south and the north, and this
triumphant army will destroy you in
several hours.”

Destruction and expulsion was a
Nakba in the eyes of the embryonic
Israeli intelligence preparing the cam-
paign of propaganda and intimidation
against the native people of Palestine.
Throughout the years, until this very
day, the Nakba has continued by other
means, this we know.

Dispossession

But in this summer of 2012 when
our attention is focused on Syria,
Egypt, Iran and the financial crisis
— we are creating by this distraction
from Palestine another Iull in the
never ending ethnic cleansing of
Palestine. A dire situation helped also
by the paralysis of Palestinian politics
and the apathy of the international
community.

The target of the new ethnic
cleansing is, among others, the
Bedouins of the Nagab. This month,
the Israeli authorities are going to
begin to implement the Prawer plan
for the dispossession of the Bedouins
of the Nagab (named after Ehud
Prawer, the deputy head of the Israeli
National Security Council and head
of the team of experts preparing it).

Until it was finalised and author-
ised in September last year by the

government, the lIsraeli strategy to
dislocate the 70,000 Palestinians from
the south of the country was through
strangulation: denying them electric-
ity, water, education and access to any
elementary infrastructure. A policy
that by itself had it been committed
anywhere else in the world would
have been condemned as a crime
against humanity. But it has failed so
far and did not deter or break the spirit
and steadfastness of the Bedouins.
Hence the Prawer plan’s more
active approach: it aims to destroy
physically and by force the 35 villages
in which these 70,000 people live. The
early stages of this plan were already
executed between last September and
today: already 1,000 houses were
demolished. The next stage would be
far more comprehensive and deadly
as a special police force has been
established for its execution.

Workers “forced to fork out
for their own safety gear”

Paddy McGuffin

Britain: More than one in five
workers are being forced by
employers to pay for personal
protection equipment (PPE) out
of their own pocket in flagrant
breach of the law, the Trade Union
Congress says.

The law requires employers to
provide all PPE — including protec-
tive clothing, hard hats, goggles
and waterproofs — free of charge to
employees, as well as ensuring it
is kept in good working order and
repair.

But 11.6 percent of respondents
to a TUC survey said that although
they needed PPE for work their
bosses completely failed to provide
it.

And a further 8.9 percent were

made to pay to replace damaged
PPE — despite employers’ legal
mandate to do so.

In total more than one in five
respondents to the survey said that
they had to pay for providing or
replacing all or some of the neces-
sary equipment.

Women workers were even less
likely than men to have their safety
equipment provided, with more
than 15 percent having to provide
all or some of their own PPE com-
pared with 10.5 percent of men.

TUC general secretary Brendan
Barber said: “The fact that so many
employers are flouting the law is
an absolute scandal. Far too many
workers are being forced to pro-
vide their own safety protection
— whether footwear, boiler suits,
overalls or gloves — and this abuse

is widespread across a wide range
of industries ranging from construc-
tion to catering.

“Even when equipment is pro-
vided it is often expected that the
worker cleans it or replaces it if
damaged.

“This must stop. With the
government’s cutback of proactive
inspections in the workplace this
abuse can only grow.”

And construction union Ucatt
general secretary Steve Murphy
added: “Unfortunately in construc-
tion businesses and employment
agencies try to cut costs by forcing
workers to purchase their own PPE.

“This is both illegal and has
serious safety implications.”
Morning Star &

This is a test for a far more impor-
tant Israeli master plan devised back
in 2001 by Israeli Prime Minister
Avriel Sharon and perfected by a suc-
cessor, Ehud Olmert, in 2007.

A unilateral — and if possible with
at least a tacit Palestinian Authority
agreement — scheme for the final
demarcation of the 21st century
state of Israel. The components of
this strategy are a ghettoised Gaza
Strip, annexation of Area C of the
West Bank (a zone defined by the
Oslo agreements, comprising more
than 60 percent of the West Bank) to
Israel, and the creation of a Palestinian
Bantustan in the rest.

It also includes the ghettoisation
of the Palestinians in the Nagab; the
strangulation of the Palestinians in the
Galilee by an intensive construction
of new Jewish settlements there; and
the injection of a Jewish population

WE
ARE THE

99% |_

into the Arab neighbourhoods of
Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa, Acre, Ramleh
and al-Lid (accompanied by the
instalment of a new and complex
web of roads and highways inside
these areas).

Nakba 2012 — in contrast to
Nakba 1948 — is done through munici-
pal master-planning, administrative
regulations and special police forces.
It is incremental and bureaucratic and
hence off the radar of a world that
anyway does not seem to care much.

But for various reasons this more
subtle criminal policy cannot be fully
executed in the Nagab. This particu-
lar juncture is a chance to expose it
worldwide as well as bring home the
message that those who invented the
term Nakba are still determined to
fully implement it.
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US proxy
Al-Qaeda

death

sguads
IN Syria

Stephen Lendman

Washington’s agenda involves
death squad diplomacy. Evidence
mounts proving it. It is standard
practice in all US direct and proxy
wars. It’s how America treats its
enemies. Massacres and unspeak-
able atrocities are committed.
Women are raped. Civilians are
treated like combatants. They’re
indiscriminately killed.

Others are targeted for opposing
US aggression. Children are harmed
like adults. Prisoners are tortured.
No crime is too gruesome to com-
mit. Lies, duplicity, and cover-up
follow. Media scoundrels bear direct
responsibility. Their hands are blood-
stained like US officials, forces and
proxy killers.

Vietnam’s Operation Phoenix
became a prototype for today’s wars.
It included intimidation, kidnappings
torture, and mass murder. At issue
was eliminating opposition elements.
Terrorising people into submission
was policy.

Southeast Asia tactics are repli-
cated in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and
Syria. Barbarism defines US policy.

On July 11, German writer Jurgen
Todenhofer confirmed the presence
of Al- Qaeda insurgents in Syria. He
met with them, he said. He holds them
and others like them responsible for
mass terror attacks. He described a
“massacre marketing strategy”. He
called it “among the most disgusting
things that | have ever experienced
in an armed conflict.”

He added that Western media dis-
tort what is happening on the ground.
Viewers and readers know it is their
stock and trade. They’re paid to lie.

Journalists dedicated to truth and full
disclosure need not apply.

On July 24, Asia Times writer
John Rosenthal headlined “German
intelligence: Al-Qaeda all over Syria,”
saying:

“German intelligence estimates
that ‘around 90’ terror attacks that
‘can be attributed to organisations
that are close to Al-Qaeda or jihad-
ist groups’ were carried out in Syria
between the end of December and
the beginning of July, as reported by
the German daily Die Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung.”

Die Welt and Bild published simi-
lar reports. All three name Al-Qaeda
behind the May 25 Houla massacre.
Russian journalist Marat Musin was
there. He said hundreds of “bandits
and mercenaries” were responsible.

Washington’s imperial tactics
involve cutthroat killer atrocities.
Human lives have no value. Only
wealth, privilege and dominance
matter. US officials don’t keep
body counts. Objectives are pursued
lawlessly.

Rosenthal cited Die Welt con-
tributor Alfred Hackensberger. Taldo
is part of Syria’s Houla region.
Insurgents controlled it for months,
said Hackensberger. They bear
responsibility for Houla killings.

He visited the area. He inter-
viewed an eyewitness. He left him
unidentified for his safety. He was
at Qara’s Saint James Monastery.
Victims were pro-Assad Sunnis, he
said. Many people know what hap-
pened but won’t say “out of fear for
their lives.”

“Whoever says something can
only repeat the rebels’ version.
Anything else is certain death.”

Deputy to the Latin American Parliamen
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Hackensberger related similar
stories. A former Qusayr resident
said Christians and others refusing to
“enrol their children in the Free Syrian
Army” were shot. He held “foreign
Islamists” responsible.

I have seen them with my own
eyes,” he said. “Pakistanis, Libyans,
Tunisians and also Lebanese. They
call Osama bin Laden their sheikh.”

A Homs Sunni resident told
Hackensberger he witnessed armed
insurgents stopping a bus. “The
passengers were divided into two
groups: on one side, Sunnis; on the
other, Alawis.”

Nine Alawis were decapitated.

Rosenthal said:

“That the German government
would cite national interest in refusing
to disclose its information (publicly)
concerning the circumstances of the
Houla massacre is particularly notable
in light of Germany’s support for the
rebellion and its political arm, the
Syrian National Council (SNC).”

It plays a quiet behind the scenes
role, he added. Its foreign office is
involved in developing “political
transition” plans.

So is former US Saudi Arabia
ambassador Prince Bandar, reports
Haaretz. His close ties to the Bush
family earned him the nickname
“Bandar Bush.”

For years he has been involved
with Washington’s Syria regime
change plans. He now serves as
Saudi intelligence chief. He’s
also National Security Council
secretary-general.

His intelligence appointment
involves “preparing for the next stage
in Syria,” said Haaretz. His wife
has Al-Qaeda “connections.” He is

Sydney  9-15 August

Brisbane  15-16 August
Perth 16-18 August
Adelaide 18-20 August

Melbourne 20-21 August
Canberra 21-23 August

For more info: cpa@cpa.org.au
or www.cpa.org.au/whats-on

considered “CIA’s man in Riyadh.”
He is “known as a can-do” guy.

He spares nothing to achieve
objectives. He participated directly
in America’s Contra wars. He helped
fund Central American death squads
and Afghan mujahideen fighters
against Soviet forces. He is active in
current Washington plans to depose
Assad. Like other US allies, his hands
are bloodstained.

In her daily press briefing, State
Department spokeswoman Victoria
Nuland condoned the murder of
Syrian officials. She justified her posi-
tion, saying they “organise(d) Assad’s
military campaign ....”

She tried having it both ways,
adding “we don’t condone violence of
any kind.” She ignored Washington’s
direct role in orchestrating it. US
rhetoric about supporting human
rights and other democratic values
rings hollow.

America is the world’s worst
human rights abuser. It spurns
democracy. It is intolerant at home
and abroad. It is hardline, belligerent
and repressive.

Saying one thing and doing
another is policy. At the same time,
it audaciously points fingers at China.

On July 25, Bloomberg headlined
“US Finds China’s Human Rights
Situation Is Deteriorating,” saying:

“According to Assistant Secretary
of State for Democracy, Human
Rights, and Labour Michael Posner,
conditions in China are worsening.
We have human rights issues in
America, he added. He left unsaid
how US policy spurns them at home
and abroad.”

Do as | say not as | do is policy.
So is practising wrong over right.
Interfering in the internal affairs of
other countries blatantly violates inter-
national and constitutional law. Doing
it by direct or proxy belligerence adds
crimes of war, against humanity, and
genocide. Justice Robert Jackson
called aggressive war “the supreme
international crime against peace.”

Convicted Nazis were hanged.
America repeatedly gets away with
murder unaccountably.

A July 25 Washington Post article
provided more evidence, saying:

Free Syrian Army fighters have
safe havens in Turkey. In Antakya,
they “stride through its narrow streets
sunburned and sweaty from the bat-
tlefield, hoping to meet benefactors to
provide them with money and arms.”

“Salafi Muslims, who have come
to offer help from the countries of
the Persian Gulf region, huddle over
kebabs, their long beards and robes
conspicuous in secularist Turkey.”

Ankara officials are largely tight-
lipped. Little is said about “rebel
fighters” passing freely cross border
to Syria and back. Military trucks
ferry weapons into Syrian territory.

Turkish authorities deny what
independent observers confirm.
Officials claim only humanitarian
aid is provided. At the same time,
Hurriyet daily headlined “PM
declares Syria intervention a ‘natural
right,”’saying:

“Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said Syrian-based Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) elements give
Turkey the right to intervene. “We
will not tolerate PKK cooperation
with other organizations in the area’,
he said.”

This, earlier hostile comments,
and Turkey’s provocative violation
of Syria’s airspace suggest Ankara
is looking for a pretext to intervene.

Washington calls the shots.
Erdogan’s a useful tool. He is com-
plicit in US regime change plans.
Whether he will initiate pre-emptive
cross-border attacks remains to be
seen.

Israel already spends an enormous
amount on militarism. Like America,
it does it at a time it has no enemies
except ones it invents. Between mili-
tarism, settlement construction, and
corporate favouritism, little remains
for domestic needs.

Threats alone don’t signify policy.
Netanyahu and other Israeli officials
make them often. On July 25, Defence
Minister Ehud Barak said:

“Israel faces tough and crucial
(security) decisions. I am well
aware of the difficulties involved in
thwarting Iran’s attempts to acquire
a nuclear weapon.

“However, it is clear to me that
without a doubt, dealing with the
threat itself will be far more com-
plicated, far more dangerous and far
more costly in resources and human
life than thwarting it.”

Israel may or may not be planning
to confront Syria. On July 24, IDF
Chief of Staff General Benny Gantz
was ambiguous about an alleged
Damascus chemical and biological
weapons threat.

On the one hand, he urged cau-
tion. On the other, he said Israel might
“find itself in a wider conflict that it
planned” if military operations against
Syria are initiated.

He left unexplained what he
meant except to suggest attacking
weapons of mass destruction may
have unintended consequences. He
added that IDF policy sometimes
means engaging in action. At other
times, it’s about holding back.

The Syrian pot is boiling. Both
countries share a common border.
Full-scale war could spill over. Syria
run by extremist elements means
anything going forward is possible.

Israel, Western states and regional
allies plan regime change. Achieving
it might bring more than what they
bargain for.
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Obligations under
laws of the sea

Fred Nile, leader of the Christian
Democratic Party, decided to
contribute to the discussion on
refugees.

He did not pray for rain (as he
usually does at Mardi Gras); his
“simple solution is the re-direction of
calls for help to one of the five prin-
cipal naval Bases of the Indonesian
Navy when the illegal boat is still in
Indonesian waters”.

He went on to say in his press
release that the Indonesian govern-
ment wanted the Australian Navy to
rescue the illegal boat people because
it did not have ships. Somebody has
to remind him that the Australian
Navy has certain obligations under
laws of the sea.

Any vessel in distress is supposed
to be helped by the nearest vessel. It
may be a strange notion to someone
like Reverend Nile, but that’s how
itis.

Mati English
Sydney

Who are the real mass
killers

The latest massacre in Colorado
has prompted the usual calls for
gun control; which while badly
needed is only one part of the
problem. It should be remembered
that guns like fast cars are only
as dangerous as the hands they
are in. The crux of the problem is
the fact that the United States is a
war-and-violence oriented society.

Is this latest massacre any differ-
ent to those committed by Americans
in Irag or Afghanistan? President
Obama can shed crocodile tears for
the loss of life in Colorado and then
go off and plan the next drone attack
targets in some other part of the world.
How many massacres has Obama
been guilty of?

It’s quite likely that James
Holmes is mentally ill; but Obama
isn’t. His actions are cold bloodedly
calculated to cause the greatest harm
to the greatest number of people.

All of which points up the
hypocrisy of the war on terrorism.
It’s about time that the real terrorists
were brought to justice.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Mining tentacles

The mining tranationals are
reaching their tentacles into every
part of the world where there
are resources under the ground.
Afghanistan President Hamid
Karzai’s government has offered

India a new strategic role in
Afghanistan by awarding mining
rights for the country’s biggest
iron deposit to a group of Indian
state-run and private companies.

Karzai and his cabinet awarded
three of four blocks at the Hajigak
ore deposit to seven companies that
bid with support from India’s govern-
ment, and offered the final block to
Canada’s Kilo Goldmines.

The Indian group that will
mine Hajigak includes state- owned
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam, and JSW
Steel, Jindal Steel & Power, Monnet
Ispat and JSW Ispat Steel.

The Indian group’s bid includes
an offer to build a power plant and
invest $1 billion in a railroad to export
the ore. India is exploring a rail line
from Hajigak to the Iranian port of
Chabahar.

Those plans would place the
Hajigak project alongside the Aynak
copper mine, being developed by the
state-owned Metallurgical Corporation
of China, as one of Afghanistan’s two
largest investments.

India’s role in Afghanistan so far
has included $1 billion in aid since
2002, mainly devoted to construction D
work and development projects. An
expanded Indian presence is likely to
upset rival Pakistan.

Singh and Karzai signed a strate-
gic partnership agreement last month
that will allow for Indian training of
Afghan troops. India will maintain
and expand its role in Afghanistan.
Such are the tactics and long term
planning of monopoly capital.

T Southern
Brisbane

Perth

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Film Festival

Sunday August5  12:00pm til 5:00pm
James Street Amphitheatre Northbridge

Free Entry

Peace Vigil for Hiroshima Day 2012

Monday August 6  12:00pm til 2:00pm
Corner of Hay & Williams Street Perth
People for Nuclear Disarmament (WA) will hold this vigil to
commemorate the anniversary of Hiroshima Day — and to say that
nuclear weapons must never again be used.

Jarolus Wimmer

Deputy’to the Latin American Parliament,International
Relations Secretary of the Venezuelan Communist Party.

MUA Meeting Room
2-Ly Kwong Alley North Fremantle
Thursday 16th August at 6:00pm
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Venezuelan revolutionary
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Gun crazy

There are an estimated 300 million privately-
owned guns in the USA. Enough for every
US citizen of any age to have one. Right-
wingers stoutly maintain that in some way
this makes Americans more secure, even as
scores of them are gunned down by fellow
Americans every week.

Between high-profile assassinations and
frequent school or shopping mall massacres, you
would think that Americans would be the last
people on Earth to be hesitant about enforcing
restrictions on gun ownership. But there is a
huge array of people and companies that profit
from selling guns, from corner stores to super-
market chains to mail-order conglomerates. They
are not going to surrender their profit-making
potential easily.

They are supported by a host of paranoid
upholders of “the rights of the individual” to
own his own arsenal, in case of war with Mars,
or China or the folk down the street. Despite
their over-ripe patriotism, they preach that no
government can be trusted, including their own,
that foreigners too cannot be trusted (least of
all the United Nations), that in fact it is every
man for himself.

Following an earlier gun massacre, former
President Clinton was able to get some restric-
tions imposed on the private ownership of
automatic weapons such as assault rifles, but
pressure from pro-gun lobby the NRA (National
Rifle Association) got those restrictions ditched
in the Bush years. Now Americans can not only
own their very own AK47 assault rifle, Uzi sub-
machine gun, or automatic rapid-firing shotgun
(gloatingly called a “street sweeper™), but they
can usually buy them over the counter.

The gun lobby’s typical defence has been

that “guns don’t kill people, people kill peo-
ple”, but that particular piece of sophistry is
such obvious baloney that even the NRA has
refrained from trying to defend gun ownership
after the latest massacre, the fatal shooting of 12
people (and wounding of over three dozen more
including children) in a cinema in Colorado.
President Obama, not noted for sticking his neck
out, has joined the call for the reintroduction
of the Clinton era restrictions on ownership of
automatic weapons amidst a groundswell of
demands for “gun reform” in the USA.

But it is not just “gun reform” that the US
needs. The Colorado gunman burst into a screen-
ing of the Batman violence fantasy The Dark
Knight Rises, wearing a bullet proof vest and
armed with several guns. Before opening fire,
he threw a teargas canister into the auditorium.
Where does a civilian get a bullet-proof vest
and a teargas canister? Go to the hardware store
and tell them you have a problem with mice?

Readers of this paper will be well aware that
capitalism consciously fosters paranoia and fear
in the community: they help governments get
huge military budgets accepted, make it easier
for local administrations to formulate excuses
for police brutality, allow “counter-terrorism”
infringements of democratic rights and civil
liberties to be passed off as “necessary”.

The combination of the cultivation of fear
and paranoia on the one hand and the promotion
of guns and violent gun-culture on the other —in
a society that cannot hide its inhumanity, gross
inequality and lack of hope for the future — make
outbursts of nihilist violence and despair almost
inevitable. But, however much common sense
says that the USA cannot continue to ignore
these signs of social breakdown, monopoly
capitalism will have to be dragged kicking and
screaming towards any reform of gun laws —
dragged by the people, against the opposition
of the country’s corporate heavyweights, who
have much to lose from any measures that
might lessen the amount of fear and despair in
the community.

This is literally a life and death issue. The
stakes are high and pressure from the “people
in the street” is mounting with each succeeding
gun outrage. But some must be wondering what
scale of a massacre is necessary before the USA
can be brought into line with the other suppos-
edly civilized countries of the world. | said at
the beginning of this column that “scores of
them [ordinary Americans] are gunned down by
fellow Americans every week”. In fact, that is
a gross understatement: the reality is that more
than 84 people are killed with guns every day
in the USA. If you include the number wounded

A still from the black comedy God Bless America.

by guns, the figure triples or even quadruples.
And people worry about the road toll!

The trite insistence that “guns don’t kill
people, people kill people” simply ignores the
fact that if someone is having a bad day, easy
access to a gun will render them much more
dangerous than they would be otherwise. An
argument in a gun-less household may result
in harsh words and a slammed door, but only
rarely in death. Not so with guns in the house.

A young person feeling neglected or unloved
in a gunless house may make a show of running
away or even try to slash their wrists, but if guns
are accessible they can make sure their suicide
succeeds, or they can (and frequently do) take
out their whole family first.

As Dan Gross, President of the US lobby
group the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence said after the Colorado massacre, “This

tragedy is another grim reminder that guns are
the enablers of mass killers and that our nation
pays an unacceptable price for our failure to
keep guns out of the hands of dangerous people.

“As someone who has suffered the lasting
impact of gun violence, I can tell you that we
don’t want sympathy. We want action. Just
this past April 16, the anniversary of the worst
mass shooting in American history, 32 victims
of gun violence joined us to demand Congress
take action to stop arming dangerous people.”

And Moser-Puangsuwan, a Board member
of another US anti-gun lobby group, the Small
Arms Survey, said in disbelief after another mass
shooting — the one at Virginia Tech — “Other
Western countries like Australia and the UK
have one mass shooting, then institute policies
on guns and don’t have a repeat. In the US, it
happens again and again.” &
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he great age of modern impe-

rial expansion was the 18th
and 19th centuries. By the beginning
of the 20th century most of the world
was already divided up among the
imperial powers. Germany, which
came to empire-building late, was dis-
satisfied with its share of the colonial
spoils, but Britain and France were
not interested in re-allocating any of
their colonies and the result was the
Great War, or in modern parlance
World War 1.

At the beginning of the imperial
surge, the powers were choosey as
to the quality of any prospective new
colony. They didn’t want just any
old lump of rock or patch of desert.
Australia for example was divided up:
Cook claimed the East coast which
looked arable, but the west of the
continent was unclaimed because it
appeared to be largely desert.

However, as unclaimed territories
became fewer and fewer, the powers
began laying claim to every hitherto
unwanted piece of African desert,
every Pacific island however
miniscule, every rocky outcrop on
the edge of Antarctica no matter how
barren and inaccessible.

After all, they could be useful
observation posts, coaling stations,
military outposts or even prisons.
Whoever first claimed them for
the empire he served would reap
honour for his empire and honours
for himself.

And while intrepid adventurers
and men of action filled with visions
of vast empires traversed the globe
in search of unclaimed real estate,

regardless of who actually lived
there, other equally intrepid folk tried
to push forward other 19th century
ideas and ideals, trying to further
science and education, industry and
communication. Very often, of course,
they worked together; certainly, each
helped the other. But not always.

In his new series, The Last
Explorers (SBS 1 Wednesdays
at 8.30pm) Scottish writer and
archaeologist Neil Oliver, who
presented the overly detailed but
otherwise excellent History of
Scotland, recounts and retraces the
steps of four nineteenth century
Scottish explorers — remarkable men
who went out an explored the world,
not Scotland.

The first episode, last week, dealt
with Dr David Livingstone, whose
passion to end the slave trade helped
European imperialism to colonise
Africa, but whose enduring legacy
in Africa today — according to the
program — is his belief in the basic
equality of the human race.

This week’s episode, William
Speirs Bruce: The Shape Of Things
To Come (SBS1 Wednesday August
8 at 8.30pm), deals with a man who
was a Scottish national hero in his
day, but who never received any
British imperial honours (unlike other
explorers). Bruce was a scientist and
polar explorer, not a conqueror of
territory for the crown and the City
of London.

A pioneering Polar explorer,
Bruce was the son of an Edinburgh
surgeon. Born in 1867, he went with
a Scottish expedition to Antarctica
in 1892 as surgeon and naturalist. In
1898, he was part of Coats’ expedition
to Nova Zembla. That same year,
and again in 1899 and 1906 he
was part of the Prince of Monaco’s
expeditions to Spitsbergen. In between
he was Zoologist with the Jackson-
Harmsworth expedition to Franz Josef
Land in 1896-97.

With unrivalled Polar experience,
Bruce was the logical choice to
head up Britain’s first national Polar
expedition but was passed over in
favour of a naval officer with no Polar
experience at all. Bruce did not suit
the establishment’s idea of what an
explorer should be: his interest was

in furthering science and knowledge,
not empire.

Disgusted with the thinking
behind the British expedition, Bruce
organised a rival Scottish National
Antarctic Expedition in 1902-04,
financed by public subscription and
the help of wealthy Scots. Despite
being sneered at by the British ruling
class, the Scottish National Expedition
did sterling — and pioneering —
scientific work, some of which (such
as the keeping of continuous weather
records in Antarctica) continues to
this day.

Bruce explored and named the
Coats Coast on the Antarctic continent
and, despite his reluctance to engage
in Empire building he offered to claim
it for Britain but was turned down the
British Embassy in Rio de Janeiro
(he was obviously persona non grata
as far as London was concerned).
Nevertheless, he continued with his
pioneering scientific work, studying
the wildlife, the climate, the ice flows,
and the impact of human activity.

Bruce’s outstanding body of
work, both as a scientist and as an
explorer, should have brought him
honours and acclaim — and not just
in Scotland — but he was not even
awarded the Polar Medal which
almost every member (however
lowly) of every other expedition
received.
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Call Girls (ABC2 Friday August 10 at 9.30pm).

Neil Oliver is understandably
miffed by the British establishment’s
treatment of Bruce — and, by
implication, of science itself. His
journey in a relatively small yacht
following Bruce’s route is happily free
of the gaucheries so often associated
with this type of program, and with
historical footage intercut (some of
it shot by Bruce’s own expedition,
the first movie film of Antarctica) the
program is consistently interesting.

One cannot but agree with
Oliver that the absence of memorials
and monuments to Bruce and
his achievements is scandalous
and demonstrates once again just
how ruthless the ruling class is in
protecting its own account of history
even in an area — polar exploration
— that one would have thought was
safely apolitical. But as we all know,
everything is political.

Iso screening this week is

Call Girls (ABC2 Friday
August 10 at 9.30pm), a documen-
tary reporting on the workaday lives
of phone sex workers in Britain.
That phone sex is becoming more
widespread is apparently the reality,
but its growing frequency and the
growing number of women finding
employment servicing this area prob-
ably has more to do with the fact that
over a million women in Britain are
unemployed.

At least phone sex is a paying job,
but what a commentary on capitalism,
to say that its only answer to the
problems faced by working people in
one of the richer capitalist countries
is to pander to decadence. But as we
know, providing real jobs is no longer
something capitalism can achieve —
certainly not for everyone. &

Newcastle

HIROSHIMA DAY REMEMBRANCE

AUGUST 6™
CLOCKTOWER
Car. JAMES St. PLAZA and BEAUMONT ST.
HAMILTON.
Newcastle
5.30 pm

SPEAKERS, SONGS
Please Bring a Candle
Organized by the Newcastle Branch of the Communist Party of Australia

More info Brenda 0401 824 386

Sydney

August 3

Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon

August 10

August 17

Pat Ranald, ACTU;

Gaelic Club

in the pub

SRI LANKA — DISAPPEARNCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS &
THE SURVIVAL OF THE TAMILS

Sam Pari, Dr, Human Rights Spokesperson Tamil Community;
Brami Jegan, Human Rights activist & media co-ordinator for

BRITISH GOVERNMENT AS BIG BROTHER —
NEW LAW TO ACCESS THE INTERNET OF ALL ITS CITIZENS —
PRIVACY IMPLICATIONS FOR AUSTRALIA

John Dowd, AO, Int. Commission of Jurists;
Stephen Blanks, NSW Council Civil Liberties

CORPORATE THUGGERY CONTESTING
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT — TOBACCO, MINING

Tony Maher, Nat. President CFMEU (mining & energy Division)
Every Friday 6pm il 7.45

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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Greece: Plans for billions
IN new soclal cuts

Alex Lantier & John Vassilopoulos

Greek officials met with European
Commission (EC) President José Manuel
Barroso and international financial officials
last week to discuss a new round of budget
cuts worth 11.5 billion euros (US$14.4 bil-
lion) in 2013-2014.

These cuts, amounting to over five percent
of Greece’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
will devastate a Greek economy already bled
white by repeated waves of social cuts over the
last three years. The Labour Ministry budget is
to contract by €5 billion, largely at the expense
of pensions.

Greece’s devastated public hospital system
faces another €300 million in cuts. Health min-
ister Andreas Lykourentzos was forced to deny
reports that Athens plans to impose a manda-
tory €1,500 upper limit on health spending per
patient in Greece.

Relative to the size of Greece’s economy,
these cuts are massive; corresponding amounts
would be $802 billion in the United States, £82
billion in Britain, or €136 billion in Germany.
They come on top of the deepest economic
contraction in Greece since the Nazi occupa-
tion of that country; most workers have lost
30 to 50 percent of their wages and benefits.
Reports earlier this year suggested that roughly
30 percent of Greece’s population is forced to
rely on street clinics for health care.

Athens is making the latest budget cuts in
a desperate attempt to meet European Union
(EV) debt-cutting targets, which it has missed
as austerity policies shrank Greece’s economy
faster than it could pay down its debts. The
economy is projected to contract by 7 percent in
2012, more than earlier forecasts of 4.5 percent.
Greece needs further assistance to meet a €3.26
billion debt payment due on August 20.

The leaders of the Greek government
coalition met to finalise the budget cuts. Prime
Minister Antonis Samaras of New Democracy
(ND), PASOK leader Evangelos Venizelos,
and Democratic Left (DIMAR) leader Fotis
Kouvelis approved roughly €10 billion of the
cuts. Government spokesman Simos Kedikoglou
said the meeting had been “constructive,” add-
ing: “Everyone wants to contribute to achieving
fiscal targets.”

Samaras, Venizelos, and Kouvelis reportedly
disagreed on where to make the last €1.5 billion
in cuts. Samaras was reportedly opposed to cuts
in “special salaries” in the public sector, mostly
paid to the security services, while Venizelos
hoped to avoid further cuts to pensions.

After a two-hour meeting with Samaras,
Barroso reiterated EU demands for cuts: “To
maintain the trust of European and international
partners, delays must end. Words are not enough,
actions are much more important than words.”

These events underscore the bankruptcy of
the Greek political establishment — both the cur-
rent government, which imposes whatever cuts
the EU demands, and the pseudo-left SYRIZA
party that emerged as ND’s main opponent in
the June elections. While weakly criticising
EU austerity, it pledged to repay the banks and
made public campaign gestures to the army and
police, effectively handing the election to ND.
It has pledged to be a “responsible” opposition,
not to call strikes, and to support the EU (See,
“SYRIZA backs Greek government’s capitula-
tion to the EU”).

Social and political tensions are escalating
in Greece, reflected in the recent resignation
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A demonstrator confronts riot police near the Greek parliament in Athens, on June 15. Tens of thousands of grassroot activists and unionists

converged on Athens' central Constitution Square.

of General Constantinos Ziazias as army chief
of staff. He announced that he was resigning
his position, explaining: “I was called at 2am
to receive a list with names of officers for
promotion and discharge. | cannot accept such
interference with my duties.”

This was apparently a continuation of
infighting inside the army that flared up last
autumn, when the PASOK government of Prime
Minister Giorgios Papandreou sacked the entire
top brass amid rumours of a possible coup,
after the announcement of further unpopular
austerity measures. This provoked opposition
among former army personnel in ND’s “Defence
Group,” including current Deputy Defence
Minister Panayiotis Karabelas. These forces are
now pressing for a redistribution of influence
inside the army, amid rising discontent in the
ranks over economic polic?/.

Greek news site onalert.gr commented,
“Without a doubt, the personnel of the army is
in a desperate state ... due to the cuts they have
suffered and those that are coming, and on top
of that the anxiety of being posted elsewhere.
In no other civilized European country are the
promotions and discharge of army officers
connected in such a blatant and crude way with
political parties.”

EU officials are pressing ahead to preserve
the euro at the expense of massive attacks on the
working class and the Greek economy. At the
same time, a bitter debate is raging inside the

European bourgeoisie over whether to rescue
Greece and other debt-stricken countries. Some
favour cutting off credit to Greece, forcing it
to leave the euro zone and to reintroduce and
print its own national currency to stave off a
collapse of its banking system.

Markus Soeder, the finance minister in
the German state of Bavaria, was the latest to
call for expelling Greece from the euro zone.
He called Greece a “money sink,” adding: “In
terms of reform steps there is nothing. So |
don’t think the solution lies in giving more
money to Greece, but that Greece will leave
the euro zone.”

However, troika officials also told the Greek
daily Kathimerini that if Greece made the cur-
rently agreed-upon cuts, they would support
keeping Greece in the euro zone. For his part,
Barroso said that all European heads of state
were committed to keeping Greece inside the
euro zone, “as long as its commitments are
honoured.”

ECB head Mario Draghi also pledged the
ECB would do “whatever it takes to preserve the
euro,” adding: “Believe me, it will be enough.”
Financial commentators widely interpreted
this as a pledge to print whatever money was
necessary to finance indebted euro zone states —
including not only Greece, but larger economies
including Italy and Spain.

As it seeks to free up resources to pay off
the banks, the European bourgeoisie is thus

choosing between two equally bankrupt poli-
cies: ruining workers in the indebted countries
with devastating austerity, or printing large
amounts of money — a policy Berlin opposes,
citing a ban on ECB “debt monetization,” or
financing government spending by inflationary
money-printing.

Referring to the ECB’s €1 trillion loan to
European banks earlier this year, the Wall Street
Journal wrote, “For a while the banks did what
the ECB wanted them to: they bought their
domestic sovereign debt, driving down yields.
But €1 trillion proved not to be enough. Yields
fell only temporarily. Now it seems Mr Draghi
is willing to ignore restrictions on debt moneti-
sation ... In theory the ECB is only limited by
how fast it can run its printing presses. And in
the days of electronic finance, that’s essentially
the speed of light.”

Remarkably, the massive amounts of credit
made available to the banks have not produced
economic growth. While European stock mar-
kets ended up on expectations of fresh funds
from the ECB, the latest economic figures for
Europe and internationally released show contin-
ued contraction in Europe. The British economy
shrank a larger-than-expected 0.7 percent in the
second quarter of the year, and Germany faces
falling business confidence amid expectations
that it will need to help fund a bailout of the
ailing Spanish banking sector.
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