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Media bloodletting and
the right-wing agenda

Bob Briton

Upheavals in Australia’s media industry are
not new. From time to time there will be
movement by one or other of the elite group
of media moguls to buy a bigger chunk of his
or her competitors’ stake in print or broad-
cast media. There is a flurry of commentary
in the opinion columns. There is talk about
the dangers of the concentration of media
ownership, a minor realignment of monopoly
interests is sometimes carried out and then
it all dies down. The latest, looming shakeup
is different. It threatens major retrograde
changes within the monopoly-owned media
and underscores the urgency of building the
progressive alternative.

The furore was sparked by intentions on
the part of the world’s richest woman, Gina
Rinehart, to buy a 20 percent stake in the
troubled Fairfax newspaper group. She wants
three seats on the board — one for herself, one
for Hungry Jack’s founder Jack Cowin and
one other. Despite pleas from many quarters,
including Fairfax journalists, Rinehart has
refused to sign the company’s charter of edito-
rial independence.

The charter dates from 1990s when Fairfax
staff sought to defend the integrity of their
work from company receivers who wanted to
determine the editorial line according to “com-
mercial interests”. Nobody doubts Rinehart will
use the newspapers to push a political agenda.
The mining magnate makes no secret of her
right wing views. She doesn’t want to pay even
a token “mineral resource rent tax” or “carbon
tax” and wants a bigger audience for her views.
She wants a Coalition government committed
to scrapping that legislation.

Media corporations do not need to be told
to represent big business interests. They are
big businesses. Journalists might make an
occasional show of “independence” but are
more or less inclined to internalise the editorial
attitudes of the outlet concerned. That’s not new,
either. But the idea that an obscenely wealthy
individual would move in and take over the
more respected of Australia’s newspapers in
order to continue build her fortune has brought
a lot of people off the sidelines.

“l think it has very bad impacts for our
democracy,” acting Prime Minister Wayne
Swan said last week. “I think we should all be
very concerned about this chain of events. No
one has so blatantly and so publicly said they
intend to impose their commercial imperatives
on the essential role of journalists when they
are trying to report in a fair and balanced way.”

Would the government or the opposition
be prepared to do anything to ensure editorial
independence for the country’s newspapers? Not
on your life! While the public has been shocked
by the phone hacking scandal involving the

welfare
alive and well

Abbott on the GST

Murdoch press in the UK and would like to see
reform of the media in Australia to lift stand-
ards, the government is showing no willingness
to push for change. The demand for regulation
of the press similar to that which applies in
broadcasting is being quietly forgotten.

Communications minister Stephen Conroy
and opposition spokesman Malcolm Turnbull
have both rejected a Greens move to have
the Fairfax group’s editorial independence
protected. “A free press above all means free-
dom from government influence and control,”
Turnbull said. He could have added that, in
his opinion, “influence and control” rightfully
belong to wealthy business interests.

Digital “cakes and circuses™

Rinehart will have a strong hand while
insisting on her line on issues. Readership and
advertising revenues are down. The company
has announced that 1,900 jobs are to be axed.
Fairfax will no longer print its own papers so
the Sydney and Melbourne printing works
will be closed from June 2014. The group
had already caused a stink when it announced
editorial production jobs would be shifted
from Newcastle and Illawarra to New Zealand.
The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age are
to become tabloids. The managing editors of
both the Age and Herald have announced their
resignation.

Murdoch’s News Ltd is also planning to
shed 1,000 jobs through “natural attrition”.
People living in regional Australia are con-
cerned that a new “one city, one newsroom”
policy and other shakeups will lead to loss of
local content along with the loss of locally-
based journalists.

In another worrying development, the cur-
rent and would-be owners of the print media
are not showing much commitment to hard
copy of their papers. The temptation is there
to go to online content only. News Limited
recently bought specialist business websites like
Business Spectator and The Eureka Report run
by ABC presenter Alan Kohler for around $30
million. It wants to double its hold in Foxtel.
Channel Seven owner Kerry Stokes is also
making a move on Foxtel. Media interests are
shifting focus.

The impact of the end of hard copy news-
papers and the wholesale move to online news
and commentary has been widely discussed. It
is seen as inevitable but in the current circum-
stances few doubt that it would have a very
negative impact on the political awareness of
the public. It would cause a further “dumbing
down” of debate. Those possibilities serve
ruling class interests. The challenge for left
and progressive forces will be to build an
influential, alternative media grounded in
people’s struggle against the whole right-wing
agenda. @
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Class nature of
marriage equality

The recent release of census data shows that over 1,338
Australian same-sex couples, nearly 2,700 Australians, have trav-
elled overseas to marry. There are 65,000 Australians in de facto
relationships who are prevented from marrying. Such are the bald
figures. So why are the state and the church against same-sex
couples being married?

After all, a man and a woman who decide to live in a de facto
relationship after three years are considered in the eyes of the
law to be legally married. This is not because of any romantic
notion about marriage by the state but because the relationship
will involve money and property and, likely, children. Marriage
as we know it today historically is based on property.

When patriarchal society emerged in the zenith of its power
more than 150 years ago with the rise of mercantile capitalism
ownership of property formed a fundamental part of the system.
Women were the property of their husband. Marriage involved
the transfer of property — the bride — from her father to her hus-
band as chattel. Then it was almost impossible to get a divorce.
Desertion was rife.

As a pillar of the capitalist system, the church sees marriage
— as it defines it — as an institution vital to its continued power,
indeed to capitalism itself. Thus for many decades — into the 20th
century — churches opposed any changes to divorce laws that made
it easier for couples to end their relationship.

If you strike blows against that pillar, challenging that power,
there will be a reaction, as there is, from the Vatican all the way
down to the pious hypocrites in Australia’s parliament who publicly
espoused that that gay marriage was against their beliefs. The creed
that a person’s religion is a private matter between the individual
and his or her faith is always shattered when it comes up against
the political, as it always does.

To put it in context, in an interview on ABC radio in the lead
up to this year’s Sydney Mardi Gras an organiser of the event
called the gay rights movement in general a liberation movement:
liberation movements take many shapes, sizes and forms. These
things form the basic political nature of the struggle for same-sex
marriage.

Asylum policy disgrace

From the timeline of contacts between Australian authori-
ties and the capsized asylum boat indicated by Home Affairs
Ministers, Jason Clare, it appears that more timely action by the
Australian rescue authorities could have averted the latest asylum
boat tragedy.

The refugee support group Refugee Action Coalition has rightly
called for a full inquiry into the information that all Australian
authorities had about this boat and that the lack of coordination
between Indonesia and Australian rescue authorities was a serious
issue hampering rescue operations. Prompt action early Wednesday
morning could have saved lives.

Australian policies are putting asylum seekers at risk. People on
the boats know that if they are captured by Indonesian authorities
they will be detained perhaps indefinitely.

If the Australian government was willing to process asylum
seekers in Indonesia and guarantee that recognised refugees would
be re-settled far fewer people would need to get on a boat to get
protection. Australia took only 17 UNHCR refugees from Indonesia
in the first three months of 2012.

Merak Tamils whose boat was turned back to Indonesia in
October 2009, spent a year in detention, were found to be refugees,
yet are still waiting for Australia to resettle them. Asylum seekers
have to get on boats if they are going to get protection.

In a statement the rights group pointed out that both Liberal
and Labor parties are focussed on violating refugee rights by ex-
pelling them to Malaysia or Nauru rather then putting refugees’
rights to safety and protection at the front of humanitarian policies.

PRESS FUND

In an amazingly blatant display of partisanship the NSW
conference of the National Party called for big developers, as well
as the liquor, tobacco and gambling industries to be exempt from
current bans on political donations from organisations. It sure is
nice to know who your friends are. The Guardian Press Fund would
certainly refuse donations from any of these sources — but then,
we’re unlikely to receive an offer! We depend on our loyal readers
to get the paper out each week, so please, if you possibly can, send
us something for the next issue. Many thanks to our contributors
this week, as follows:

In memory of Anne Duffy-Lindsay from people celebrating
her life at her funeral $663, June Ayres $20, R Gillespie $20,
Jessie Kiek $100, Mark Mannion $10, T Markou $20,

Allan Mmarbani $20, Lawrence Newcombe $5, H North $60,
Victor Petticary $100, “Round Figure” $13, Dennis White $12

This week’s total: $1,043 Progressive total: $4,353

Obituary

Anne Duffy-Lindsay

The Communist Party of Australia
is saddened to announce the death
of a valued, respected and loved
activist, Comrade Anne Duffy-
Lindsay. Anne was born into
a radical Republican family in
Ballyduffy, a suburb of the town
of Granand in County Longford,
Ireland on December 31, 1922.

She endured the grim times of the
Great Depression and commented that
this was “the background where | got
my early education about the haves
and the have nots”.

Her family and neighbours
hid IRA men on the run and many
years later in Australia Anne helped
Vietnam War resisters evade arrest.
“I never put personal security before
struggling for justice,” she said.

An uncle had sent her poems by
Lawson and Patterson and stories
of the 1890 shearers’ strike. She
arrived in Australia on September 3,
1949, excited by the prospect of an
enormous continent and new people.

She felt an immediate affinity
with the first Australians, saying that
the Aborigines and the Irish had both
been robbed, oppressed and deni-
grated. She was active in the union
movement, the peace movement
and in the struggle for equality for
Aborigines.

It was through the Seamens’
Union that she met and married belov-
ed husband Jock Lindsay. Although he
died almost 30 years ago, Anne spoke
of him often and his photograph was
beside her bed in the hospice during
her last days.

Her two deepest and enduring
commitments were the Communist
Party of Australia and the reunification
of her beloved Ireland.

Anne said: “l have always
belonged to a revolutionary party.”
She joined the Maritime Branch of
the Communist Party in 1956, a few
years after she became, as she always
said of herself, “a fully paid up card
carrying Communist Party member”.

She was widely known for her
soap box oratory in the Domain.
Her speeches were fiery, informed,
unique. She continued to speak for
the Communist Party in the Domain
until she was over 60.

Anne was also famous as a seller
of the Party paper, the Tribune, the
Socialist and then the Guardian. No
wharfies or seamens stop work meet-
ing was held without Anne at the door,
Party paper in hand.

She was an internationalist and
was involved in many campaigns,

Anne with Natasha Symon at a workers’ lunch, Sydney 2011.

including against Apartheid, for the
liberation of East Timor and Palestine,
against Pinochet’s fascist coup in
Chile, and in opposition to the brutal
US war against Vietnam.

Her hero was James Connolly.
She was a member of the Connolly
Association, Secretary to the Irish
Prisoners of War and the \oice of
the Voiceless Committees, involved
in Australian Aid to Ireland and the
Australian Irish Association.

She never missed a St Patrick’s
Day parade and she was deeply
involved in the work to get a memo-
rial erected to the Irish hunger strik-
ers. Every Easter she participated in
activities commemorating the Easter
Uprising.

Anne worked as a nurse in World
War Il. She commented later that
nursing was not her first choice but
her “other preferences took sacks of
money”. She really wanted to be an
anthropologist.

Commemoration for Mohamed Ibrahim Nugud

The General Secretary of the Communist Party of Sudan
Mohamed Ibrahim Nugud, passed away this week.

There will be a commemoration this
5.30pm Saturday, June 30,
Granville Town Hall

In Australia she worked as a
remote area nurse, often in Aboriginal
communities, and as a psychiatric
nurse in Sydney hospitals. Her com-
passion and her firmness were equally
legendary and she was widely loved
and respected.

The life of this remarkable, inde-
fatigable comrade is summed up in
her own words: “I know that | have
never neglected the struggle of any
people on earth for justice, equality
and the right to develop their full
potential.”

We are sad that Anne is no longer
with us, but her spirit and what she
worked for all her life will inspire
us and make us continue to work
for peace and social justice, for a
socialist world and a sustainable,
healthy planet.

The Communist Party of Australia
sends its deepest sympathy to all her
comrades and friends. &
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Corporate welfare
alive and well

Anna Pha

Picture a cash-strapped govern-
ment frenetically pursuing a
budget surplus. The corporate
sector screaming for more tax
cuts on its profits and pressuring
the government for an increase
in the GST which they don’t pay.
But don’t shed too many tears of
sympathy. The corporate sector
is not going without. Corporate
tax concessions and rebates to the
corporate sector were close to $50
billion in 2010-11. That is almost
as much as the federal government
spent on health in the same year.

The budget papers provide infor-
mation on government handouts, but
do not outline other forms of corpo-
rate welfare that are delivered through
such means as tax concessions. This
information is contained in Treasury’s
annual Tax Expenditures Statement.

The $50 billion figure is con-
servative as some corporate welfare
measures are not reported “because of
confidentiality”! The report does not
attempt to estimate the concessions
given to the wealthy for philanthropy.
Philanthropy tax exemptions for
public benevolent institutions come
to $1.2 billion.

The Treasury statement provides
details of the income the government
forgoes because of tax concessions,
exemptions, rebates, incentives and
other assistance given through the
taxation system — what are referred
to as “tax expenditures”.

These include the speeding up
of depreciation of capital expendi-
ture, tax rebates for investment in
research and development (R&D),
etc. The government lost $5.4 bil-
lion as a result of industry-specific
tax concessions. Small business and
general business tax breaks totalled
$2.3 billion.

It also spent $3.6 billion on direct
handouts to specific industries.

The rich are costing the govern-
ment billions of dollars in do-it-
yourself superannuation funds that
serve as tax evasion schemes.

Jessica Irvine writing in The
Sydney Morning Herald (June 9-10,

2012) provides a useful summary of
some of the tax expenditures and other
industry assistance.

The total value of industry assist-
ance to the manufacturing sector was
$7.5 billion.

Some of the assistance can be
seen as saving jobs, although as seen
with the car companies, sackings
continue. Power still resides in the
boardrooms of Tokyo and New York,
as companies extract more blood from
governments under threat of closure.
This money would be better spent
nationalising companies and the gov-
ernment controlling future production
and receiving a return on its money.

Primary production received
$1.5 billion, including interest rate
subsidies and drought relief.

The government subsidises the
mining corporations by around $2
billion annually through its diesel fuel
excise rebate. Instead of paying the
standard excise of 60 cents a litre, they
pay 22 cents. (The 38 cents rebate may
be reduced to 32 cents after the intro-
duction of the carbon tax; the mining
companies are still fighting this one.)

The concessional rate of excise
levied on aviation gasoline and avia-
tion turbine fuel provides an effec-
tive subsidy of $1.02 billion for the
airlines and other corporations and
corporate highflyers.

There are some interesting (and
worrying) tax exemptions: “The profit
and remuneration of United States
contractors, United States armed
forces members and their associated
employees, or other United States
residents or foreign employees
and their dependents in connection
with certain approved United States
Government projects in Australia are
exempt from Australian income tax.

“The United States Government
projects to which the exemption
applies include the North West Cape
Naval Communication Station,
the Joint Defence Space Research
Facility, the Sparta Project and the
Joint Defence Space Communications
Station program.

“This exemption only applies
where the income is subject to tax in
the United States.”

No estimate is given as to how
much tax they avoid.

Treasury missed out on more than
one billion dollars from tax deductable
gifts to tax deductable gift recipients
and charitable trusts by individuals.

Superannuation

The cost of the various con-
cessional rates and deductions for
employer contributions ($13.35 bil-
lion), for superannuation earnings
($12.6 billion), unfunded superan-
nuation ($430 million), personal
contributions ($920 million) and co-
contribution for low-income earners
($300) totals $27.6 billion.

In other words, the government
subsidised the superannuation system
in 2010-2011 to the tune of $27.6
billion. As stated above, the rich who
have been rorting the system have
made a killing.

The current superannuation
system amounts to the privatisation
of individual retirement savings.
These savings gyrate with the luck
of investments and gambling on
stock markets, financial markets
and highly speculative products like
derivatives. Workers take all the risks,
the insurance companies, banks and
their investment houses pocket fees
and commissions, rake in guaranteed
profits, but take no risks.

The government should be direct-
ing these funds ($27.6 billion rising
every year) into increasing the age
pension and setting up a national
publicly owned and run fund.

Workers who wish to join this
fund would have their savings
guaranteed by the government, their
retirement income in the form of
guaranteed entitlements (fixed benefits
scheme) on a monthly or fortnightly
basis for the rest of their lives. They
would not receive a lump sum on
retirement to be reinvested with all
the risks that entails.

The National Fund would invest
retirement savings in socially desir-
able projects such as public trans-
port, alternative renxewable energy
research and production, public
housing, aged care, education and
health. &
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The budget papers provide information
on government handouts, but do not
outline other forms of corporate welfare
that are delivered through such means
as tax concessions. This information

is contained in Treasury’s annual Tax
Expenditures Statement.

Unions oppose
Fairfax Media

sackings

Fairfax Media has breached its
legal obligation to consult its work-
ers, and failed to explain why it
plans to sack thousands of workers.

ACTU secretary Dave Oliver
said workers represented by the
MEAA, AMWU, ASU, CEPU
and USU did not accept Fairfax’s
announcement it would cut about
1,900 positions across all areas of
its operations, including all metro-
politan printing jobs.

The ACTU has joined the
unions representing Fairfax
employees, and argue that the
company’s decision is in breach
of requirements it consult about
major business changes, including
redundancies.

“The company has not met its
obligation to discuss the planned
job cuts with staff before they went
in and wielded their axe, which is
in breach of their responsibilities,”
Mr Oliver said.

“We are extremely concerned
that Fairfax failed to consult about
the changes and the redundancies,
and showed no respect for its work-
ers,” he said.

“The workers at Fairfax have
many outstanding questions which
we will seek to get answers to
through the process in Fair Work
Australia. The way Fairfax has
gone about this is wrong.”

Mr Oliver said he would also
seek an urgent meeting between
Fairfax CEO Greg Hywood and
unions representing the workers.

“Fairfax must commit to con-
sult with their staff from now on,
and stop breaching their agree-
ments,” he said.

Mr Oliver said management
must accept responsibility for the
crisis Fairfax now finds itself in.

“Management is hoping eve-
ryone will believe that technology
has changed and there’s nothing
they could have done to stop their
planned redundancies, but we don’t
buy that for a minute. We want to
see the full business case and the
workers have a right to know what
options the company has before we
accept any redundancies.

“We don’t accept unilateral
decisions to slash jobs when they
have an obligation to consult staff.
The process of informing staff
through the media is a disgrace.

“There is little doubt strong
competition in the media market-
place presents challenges but slash-
ing jobs is not a panacea.”

Mr Oliver said he would also
seek a meeting with Workplace
Relations Minister Bill Shorten and
Communications Minister Stephen
Conroy to discuss the company’
plans. &
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Campaign
to defend
workers’

comp

INntensifies

NSW trade unions have vowed
to continue campaigning against
draconian new laws that slash
the rights and entitlements of sick
and injured workers. There has
been an 11th hour amendment
in which injured workers will no
longer be able to claim their legal
costs in WorkCover disputes even
if they win.

The state government’s workers
compensation cuts were passed by
the NSW Parliament last week, with
only minor amendments that fail to
address the concerns of working
people across the state.

“We will continue to campaign
against the O’Farrell government’s
attack on sick and injured workers in
workplaces and communities across

the State,” Unions NSW secretary,
Mark Lennon said.

“The O’Farrell government is
plunging the state into industrial
chaos. Until they end this war on
working people further industrial
action cannot be ruled out.”

Mr Lennon, said the govern-
ment’s legislation was the catalyst
for the firefighters’ action last week
- the first such strike in 56 years.
Their action has seen the government
exclude them from the legislation
(see below).

“Firefighters run into burning
buildings when everyone else is run-
ning out. As a community we need
to extend the best possible support
to heroic frontline workers who put
their life on the line every single day.

Union call time on
growth of casual
employment in

universities

The National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU) will use the upcom-
ing higher education enterprise
bargaining round to create 2,000
new ongoing jobs for casual aca-
demics, better regulate escalating
workloads and improve conditions
and career advancement for profes-
sional staff in universities.

“Over half of academic teach-
ing in universities is now undertak-
en by people paid by the hour,” said
NTEU president, Jeannie Rea.

“This growth in casualisation is
the dirty secret of Australian higher
education, which now threatens to
undermine the quality of our uni-
versity system. We intend to use
the upcoming enterprise bargaining
round to call time on this.”

A key feature of the log of
claims the union will be serving
on all universities is the creation of
2,000 new ongoing jobs, to substan-
tially and permanently reduce the
unacceptably high level of casual
academic employment.

That is approximately 20
percent of the academic casuals
working in universities, based on
the government’s own figures.

“We want to provide opportuni-
ties for career advancement for
younger academics locked out of
the system,”

Other major claims agreed to at
a two-day meeting of NTEU repre-
sentatives from universities across
Australia last week include:

Improving career progression

and classification procedures

for professional staff. This is

in recognition of the increasing

amount and complexity of work

faced by professional staff.

* Further increases in Indigenous

employment based on binding

Indigenous employment strategies

and targets.

Enforceable regulation of

academic and professional staff

workloads.

Provision for employees who are

dealing with the consequences of

domestic violence.

A 7% per annum flat annual

salary increase over four years.

This is to compensate for cost

of living increases, productivity

gains and to maintain domestic

and international competitiveness.
“Work intensification is a grow-

ing problem for academic and

professional staff across the sector,

said Rea. “The clearest indica-

tion of this has been the growth in

the number of students attending

university.

“We understand the financial
health of individual institutions
differs across the higher education
sector. But we believe that not only
can universities choose to meet
these claims, it is in their interests
to do so to ensure their most valu-
able resource, their staff, get the
respect, recognition and reward
they deserve.” &
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Barry O’Farrell’s attack on
Workers Compensation

affects you.
5\

“Our campaign now intensifies —
politically and industrially.”

The Premier’s claim that his
attack on workers compensation is
not retrospective shows that he does
not understand the law he is introduc-
ing, Mr Lennon said.

Even the Chair of the Committee
inquiring into workers compensation
change, Liberal MP, Mark Speakman
has expressed concerns about the
scheme’s retrospectivity.

The proposed act states very
clearly at Schedule 12, clause 3:
Except as provided by this part of
the regulation, amendment made
by the 2012 amending act extends
to an injury received before the
commencement of the amendment.

“This is cruel, retrospective
legislation that pulls the rug from
under sick and injured workers. We
know of specific cases where griev-
ing widows who were set to seek
compensation for nervous shock
will now be denied the right to even
make a claim.”

O’Farrell rolled

Statement United Fire Brigade
Employees’ Union:

““If you think | am angry,
you are right,” thundered Premier
O’Farrell. Unfortunately for
O’Farrell and his government, the
hundreds of striking firefighters with
their appliances outside Parliament
were proof that he was not alone.

“Ordinarily, bills of this sort of

complexity are tabled for several
weeks to allow the Opposition and
others the opportunity to properly
review them but this rotten govern-
ment, knowing just how crook its
reforms really were, rammed them
through within two short days. The
government set the timetable, not
us. If O’Farrell hadn’t tried to ram
through these reforms overnight, we
would have been able to meet with
them and work through the issues
without the need to strike.

“O’Farrell also slammed the
strike as “one of the most irrespon-
sible actions | have ever heard of by
a public sector union in the history
of this State” — a big call by any
measure. What the Premier did not
know was that it would soon become
one of the more successful actions
by a public sector union when, at
0230 hours, Parliament voted to
exclude firefighters and paramedics
from the reforms.

“The union welcomes Parlia-
ment’s decision to exempt us from
these savage new laws, but insists
they must still be scrapped for all
workers. The FBEU will continue to
wholeheartedly back Unions NSW,
other affiliates and the broader labour
movement in the ongoing campaign
to defend sick and injured workers
in this state.

“It was also widely misreported
that we have been ordered not to
strike for the next three months and
further, that the union’s officials have

agreed to this. The somewhat different
truth is that the Industrial Relations
Commission made an Award which
requires that if we do strike again
within the next three months, that
skeleton staffing is to be provided.

“The decision to strike without
skeleton crews was a difficult one.
The State Committee did not recom-
mend it, nor did the members vote to
support it, lightly. But our decision
was vindicated by the result.

“Congratulations again to all
members, and particularly to the
hundreds of members who stopped
work. Make no mistake, the media
attention that your action generated
fuelled the political pressure that
followed. Every firefighter who, from
this day on, suffers a workplace injury
(a regrettably inevitable fact of life in
our profession) is now in your debt.
The Union’s Fighting Fund will again
provide financial relief for striking
members whose pays are docked.

“While we can be rightly proud
as a union that through strong action
we have been able to successfully
defend our existing workers com-
pensation rights, members should
remain mindful that further attacks
are coming. The O’Farrell govern-
ment is busy shifting the wealth of
the state from those who work for a
living to the top end of town. That’s
why they’ve attacked workers comp,
why they’ve slashed our budget and
why they’re slashing wages. We’ve
won this round only.” &

Vic teachers to

continue industrial action

Australian Education Union
Victoria’s branch council has
endorsed further industrial action
as part of the Victorian public
teachers and principals Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement campaign.

The union’s joint primary and
secondary sector council rejected
the radical proposals raised in
the Baillieu government’s Vision
Discussion Paper June 2012 and
urged the government to return to
the negotiating table.

AEU Victoria branch president
Mary Bluett said the State Council
was disappointed in the Baillieu
government and saw its Discussion
Paper as a ploy to detract from the
real issue that the Premier had bro-
ken his promise to make Victorian
teachers the highest paid in the
nation.

In light of the government’s
refusal to negotiate a fair deal, the
AEU will embark on a compre-
hensive and long-term campaign

involving bans and limitations,
a 24-hour stop work in Term 3
and rolling regional stoppages in
Term 4.

The union will also continue
its political campaign, targeting the
Premier, Minister Hall, Minister
Dixon and a range of marginal
Coalition seats.

A resolution setting a deadline
for negotiations for Education
Support Staff in schools was also
passed.

“Victorian public teachers and
principals do not take industrial
action lightly, but in this case, it is
crucial to ensure quality teachers
remain in this state and in our pro-
fession,” Bluett said.

“Victorian public teachers
and principals deserve real offers
around the major issues of salaries,
class sizes, workload and the high
levels of contract employment.

“Almost one in five teach-
ers (18%), and 47% of beginning

teachers are currently on short-term
contracts. This is particularly dis-
couraging for those looking to enter
and stay in the profession.

“Teachers in Western Australia
and New South Wales at the top
of the incremental scale are paid
$7,441 and $2,822 respectively
more than Victorian teachers for
doing the same work.

“To ensure every Victorian
student receives the education they
deserve, we need to attract and
retain the best quality teachers.

As endorsed by the State Council
today, we urge the Baillieu govern-
ment to return to the table and to
negotiate in good faith in line with
their election pledge,” she said.
Community members can

show their support for Victorian
public teachers and principals

by joining the My School Needs
campaign. @&
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Watch out for Abbott on the GST

Australia 5

Tom Pearson

Increasingly demands are being
heard to increase the GST or
remove the exemptions that cur-
rently apply on certain goods and
services. The corporate sector and
their mates in state and federal
politics (in particular Liberal Party
circles) are calculating the corpo-
rate tax cuts that an increase in
the GST would fund.

If an Abbott government is
elected, the removal of GST exemp-
tions or an increase of the amount
from 10 percent to 15 percent or more
will be on the agenda. It should not
be forgotten that it was on the Liberal
Party’s FightBack agenda (under John
Hewson) prior to Howard taking
leadership of the party.

The amount of extra money that
would come out of people’s pockets
is considerable. Treasury’s annual
Tax Expenditures Statement (January
2012) provides details of the addi-
tional money the government might
have received in GST payments if
certain goods and services were not
exempt.

According to Treasury (Tax
Expenditures Statement) the govern-
ment lost the following amounts in
2011 because these goods and services
are exempt from the tax:

* Childcare services — $580 million

o Water, sewerage and drainage
—$730m

 Importation threshold imported
goods less than $1,000 — $470m

Imported services — $950m
Education (courses, supplies,
student accommodation) — $2.700
billion
Health: medicines (PBS, etc)
—$410m
Health: medical aids and
appliances — $45m
 Health: medical and health
services (treatment of patients,
including hospital) — $2.8b
Health: private health insurance
payments to patients/hospitals
- $240m
Health: residential care,
community care and other care
services aged car — $110m
Religious services — $25m
Food; uncooked, not prepared,
not for consumption on premises
of sale and some beverages
—$5.6b

Examples of GST-free food
include fresh fruit and vegetables,
fish, dairy products, bread and meat.
Beverages include milk products, tea,
coffee, water and fruit juices.

The total in “lost” revenue of the
above exemptions is not inconsider-
able at $14.66 billion, which is why
some conservative forces are pushing
for all exemptions to be lifted.

The extension of the GST to all
goods and services would cost the
equivalent of around $660 for every
man, woman and child in Australia.
This extra would have to be paid by
pensioners, the unemployed as well
as by those in employment.

The total GST paid in 2010-11

was $48 billion, so removing the
above exemptions would increase
the GST take by just over 30 percent.
This would be more than enough to
slash the corporate tax rate from 30
percent to 25 percent and make a big
cut in the marginal rates paid by those
on the highest incomes.

There is also a push to increase
the GST from 10 percent to 15 percent
or more. The corporate sector is also
calculating the corporate tax cuts and
the lower marginal rates for the rich
that it could fund.

At the current rate of consump-
tion, an increase to 15 percent, would
rake in an extra $24 billion in GST -
bringing the total to a whopping $72
billion (2011 figures — it has risen
since then.

Of course, in reality the increase
would not be as large as many people
do not have extra the money to spend
—they would be forced to cut back on
the necessities of life.

The GST should be abolished, not
increased or extended. It is a regres-
sive tax which all people regardless
of wealth pay the same rate in the
dollar. Those on lower incomes pay
it on a much higher percentage of
their income than the wealthy. They
don’t have extra income left over
to invest or go GST-free jet setting
around the globe.

It is time to put the scrapping of
the GST back on the agenda, expose
what the Coalition and their big busi-
ness mates have in mind. &

First for Australia —
a law to stop governments

stacking the ABC board

A ground-breaking bill was passed
in the Senate last week and is
expected to be carried by the
House of Representatives.

In a first for all public appoint-
ments in Australia, governments
will be required to adhere to a new
merit-based process for appointing
ABC and SBS board members when
the National Broadcasting Legislation
Amendment Bill is carried.

“It won’t stop a government
that is hell-bent on stacking the
ABC Board, but it will significantly
increase the pressure on all future
governments to do the right thing,”
said Glenys Stradijot, a spokesperson
for Friends of the ABC (Vic).

“The bill recognises that the
ABC is meant to be independent.
Governments can no longer regard
its board as a place to give jobs to
mates or the national broadcaster as
a vehicle to pursue political agendas.”

Importantly, the Bill will also
restore the staff-elected director posi-
tion to the ABC Board.

“This position is critical. It
ensures there is at least one member
of the ABC board who has intimate
understanding of public broadcast-
ing and is entirely independent of
government.

“Prior to the Labor government
putting into practice a new merit-
based board appointment process,
stacking of the ABC Board was in
danger of spiralling out of control.
It was damaging public trust in the
national broadcaster’s independence
and the integrity of government. This
legislation is important to ensure there
is not just a pause in inappropriate
appointments to the ABC and SBS
boards,” said Glenys Stradijot.

Summary of the Bill

The merit-based selection process
for the ABC and SBS boards has the
following features:

* board vacancies to be advertised
« former politicians and senior
political staff ineligible for

appointment for 12 months after
ceasing office

assessment of applicants to be
undertaken against selection
criteria by an independent
Nomination Panel to be
convened by the Department of
Prime Minister & Cabinet and
established at arms-length from
government

the Panel to provide a short list
of recommended candidates to
the Communications Minister,
with the Minister required to
provide reasons to Parliament

in any instance the Minister’s
appointment departs from the
shortlist; and with the Prime
Minister obliged to consult the
Opposition leader on the selection
of the Chairman

the staff-elected director position
on the ABC board to be restored.
[The position was abolished by
the Howard government in 2006,
with an amendment to the ABC
Act] ©
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The dole or the Newstart Allowance as it is called today has fall-
en from 27 percent of the average wage to 24 percent in the past
decade for a single unemployed person. As a proportion of the
national minimum wage the dole has declined from 44 percent to
41 percent. The gap between what a pensioner gets compared
to a Newstart recipient is $133 a week and increases every quar-
ter. In 1996, a single unemployed person received 92 percent
of what was paid to a pensioner; now the figure is 65 percent.
Australia now has one of the lowest unemployment benefits
among OECD counties. The government is intent on pushing
single parents and people with disabilities onto the lower pay-
ment. Newstart recipients are falling into deepening poverty and
as the present legislation stands there is no way out without a
deliberate policy change. It is needed urgently as the dole’s val-
ue continues to decline and the cost of living continues to grow.

As we are watching another refugee tragedy at sea the views of
Australians towards refugees were canvassed in a national sur-
vey prepared for the United Nations refugee agency. The survey
found that two-thirds of Australians are sympathetic towards refu-
gees coming to Australia, but almost as many say the first thing
they think of when they hear the word “refugee” is “boat people”.
As a result of a virulent campaign against people coming by boat
half of respondents were less sympathetic to those who come by
boat rather than by plane or from refugee camps overseas. The
regional representative of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Richard Towle, said this attitude had been main-
ly created by the political debate which effectively demonised
people coming by boat. Mr Towle said the survey showed the
Australian population was “extremely confused” about asylum
seekers. He also described “queue jumping” as the “most tox-
ic and poisonous expression one could find to undermine the
institution of asylum”. We should all “thank” Mr Howard and his
followers for this one. The man is gone but the stink remains.

The Australian Manufacturing Workers Union (AMWU) has sur-
veyed 450 apprentices and wants changes to apprentice wage
and training structure. Poor wages and training structure were
undermining efforts to find people to work on big resources
projects with 34 percent of respondents feeling like chucking
in their apprenticeship because of the problems they encoun-
tered. “Some apprentices in Queensland report being paid as
little as $7.60 an hour and you can take home $11.20 an hour
working in fast food,” AMWU acting national secretary Rohan
Webb said. Mr Webb called on the government and indus-

try to place more value on trade apprentices and trainees.
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Xstrata’s killing fields

Look at Peru if you think mining giant Xstrata should merge with Gler

Stephanie Boyd

Fast-forward to another dead sheep with
a head so shrivelled the poor animal looks
like its neck sprouted ears. Skip to another
day’s footage and a miscarried llama foetus
appears on the screen with a single large eye
in the middle of its shrunken face.

Then on to testimonies from farmers who
have lost loved ones to cancer, displaced people
living like refugees, angry protesters...

This is the work of Vidal Merma, a young
filmmaker who documents the effects of the
Tintaya copper mine on his native province
of Espinar, in Peru’s southern Andes. Vidal is
a one-man show. He films, edits and directs
the daily news program for Espinar’s public
television station, armed with a handy-cam and
a Frankenstein computer, cobbled together from
makeshift parts.

Vidal’s nemesis is the publicity machine of
Swiss-based Xstrata, one of the world’s larg-
est mining companies and owners of Tintaya.
His béte noire is about to grow even larger. In
February Xstrata announced a merger with the
London-listed commodities giant, Glencore.
The marriage, if successfully consummated,
will create the world’s fourth largest natural
resources company.

Xstrata’s slick web page states that the
Tintaya mine complies with Peruvian stand-
ards and has international 1SO certification for
environmental management. But an independent
study conducted by a German environmental
engineer last year found heavy metal contami-
nation in water and soil samples from farming
communities near the mine. Of the 50 water
sources tested, 29 had levels of heavy metals
above even Peru’s lax limits for human con-
sumption, and 15 were deemed unacceptable
for animals and crops. All 27 soil test locations
were contaminated by heavy metals according
to Canadian standards (Peru does not have soil
quality standards).

The findings are a blow to Tintaya’s image
as the gold star of corporate responsibility.
Until recently, when people asked for positive
examples of mining in Peru, the NGOs waved
their magic wand and pulled Tintaya out of a hat.
Now they’re shaking their heads and wondering
what went wrong.

Pulling a fast one

Over a decade ago, Oxfam set up a round
table between Tintaya’s then-owners BHP-
Billiton, civil-society groups, provincial and
local governments and NGO advisers. The
process led to the signing of a treaty between
the mine and local authorities in 2003. This
legal contract includes compensation for farmers
whose land was expropriated 30 years ago to
build the mine, as well as provisions for human
rights and the environment and a community
development fund.

Three years after the grand signing, Tintaya
was sold to Xstrata. The new owners promised
to honour the treaty, but Espinar’s leaders say
the company hasn’t lived up to its obligations.

Tintaya pays three percent of its pre-tax
profits into a community development fund as
stipulated by the treaty. In 2010 this amounted to
US$9.6 million — no small change. But Espinar’s
leaders say the mine has pulled a fast one: the
fund is controlled by the Tintaya Foundation,
a non-profit organisation founded and run by —
guess who? — the mining company.

The development fund and other economic
benefits from mining haven’t made a significant

dent in Espinar’s poverty rate, which at 64 per-
cent remains one of the highest in Peru.

Provincial governor Oscar Mollohuanca
accuses the company of using the fund to wield
power and buy supporters, creating “a network
of clientage”.

He says the company is also skirting the
treaty’s environmental provisions. “The com-
pany is cheating on us when it comes to the
environment,” Mollohuanca says. “There’s no
serious monitoring.”

The provincial government wants independ-
ent environmental monitoring, use of greener
technology and precautions so that the mine’s
new expansion project doesn’t contaminate the
area’s watershed. It wants a coalition of civil
society and local governments to administer the
development fund and an increase in the mine’s
contribution to 30 percent of profits. Espinar’s
leaders say the company is using stalling tac-
tics to avoid negotiating, in the hope that the
governor won’t be re-elected in 2014.

I’d like to give Tintaya officials a chance to
rebuff these accusations but the company won’t
answer my requests for an interview. So | decide
to have a look at the mine myself. Some locals
(who can’t be named) accompany me. We drive
along the main public road, 15 minutes outside
the provincial capital, and stop in front of a mas-
sive construction site on a flat plain, surrounded
by mountains. The place is in constant motion:
trucks laden with cargo, bulldozers and buses
with workers who wave and smile, a giant crane
swinging in the background.

Cost-effectiveness

From a distance, the site looks like a child’s
Lego project, but it is not a toy. This will be the
processing area for Xstrata’s two new expansion
projects. In its quest for “cost-effectiveness”
and “maximum production”, the company is
turning Peru’s southern Andean mountains into
a mining corridor.

The original Tintaya copper mine, opened
in 1982, is closing and the new mine, named
Antapaccay, will open next door. A second
project, the Las Bambas mine, located in a
neighbouring state, will pump copper concen-
trates through a 215-kilometre pipeline to the
processing area. The final product will be sent
by rail to a port on the Pacific Ocean.

Xstrata is investing US$5.7 billion to
develop the Antapaccay and Las Bambas
projects, proudly crowing that their production
will increase five-fold to over 500,000 tonnes
of copper per annum from the end of 2014.

The company brochures forget to mention
conflicts with farmers who will be affected
by the Las Bambas mine. During exploratory
drilling a few years ago, Xstrata was fined for
leaking harmful substances into a nearby com-
munity. The news struck fear in the region’s
farmers, who largely survive on subsistence
agriculture.

Last May, the district of Challhuahuacho,
near Las Bambas, declared a strike against the
mine, and the company was forced to evacuate
personnel and machines. Leaders complained
that only communities close to the mine were
receiving benefits and demanded more develop-
ment projects for the entire region.

An agreement was reached and the strike
was lifted, but tensions remain.

A few months ago | visited the small farm-
ing community of Asacasi, near Las Bambas,
to help villagers make a short film about their
water management techniques. It was difficult
to stay on topic. All the villagers wanted to talk

Indigenous woman in Cusco, Peru, shows visitors where her farm has been taken over by a copper mine.

about was the main threat facing their water:
Xstrata’s mine.

Their concern is understandable. Asacasi
sits on a flat, spacious plain, 4,000 metres
above sea level, surrounded by imposing
mountains with sharp, jagged rocks. At first
glance the surroundings seem barren — there
are no trees, just tall spiky mountain grass and
short native bushes.

The villagers’ diet, however, would put
any North American to shame. Everything is
produced in their village: potatoes and herbs
from the soil, eggs from their chickens, milk
and cheese from their cows, meat from their
guinea pigs, sheep and alpaca and fish, shrimp
and frogs from the river.

While filming one day, the villagers pulled
trout out of the river with their bare hands and
prepared it for lunch.

“What would we do if our fish disap-
peared?” asked Gregorio Tarapaqui, secretary
of Asacasi’s water committee. “Now, there’s
enough fish to feed the whole village. We don’t
have to ration or control it.”

Political interference

Xstrata’s troubles in Peru are not the com-
pany’s only worry. Their mines in Colombia
and Argentina are also plagued by social con-
flict. Citizens from the province of Catamarca
in Argentina blocked Xstrata’s Alumbrera mine
earlier this year for three weeks in an attempt to
shut it down. Police used violence to break up
the blockades, injuring at least 24 people and
spurring protests against Alumbrera and other
mega-mining projects throughout the country.

Why does this company provoke such ire?
A US embassy cable published by WikiLeaks
last year provides some insight into Xstrata’s
corporate philosophy. The cable describes a
meeting in 2005 between the Swiss Charge and
Canadian and US ambassadors in Peru with
executives from several mining companies,
including Antamina, which is controlled jointly
by Xstrata and BHP Billiton.

The Antamina executive asked the ambas-
sadors to “encourage” Peru’s education ministry
and Catholic Church to move “troublemaking”

We leave the station, my companions
muttering that when the mine spills chemicals
on the road or contaminates their water,

the police are nowhere to be found.

priests and teachers out of mining conflict zones.
At the end of the cable, the ambassadors agreed
to “consider” this option, and requested more
information from the mining executives.

Sneaking around foreign embassies trying to
foment conspiracies against local leaders hardly
seems like a good way to make friends. The
mine’s cosy relationship with Peru’s national
police force doesn’t help either. During my visit
to the Tintaya mine | was given a personal taste
of this closeness.

Fingers and toes

It began with an innocent mistake. Our
plan was to observe the mine from the main
highway, when suddenly we came upon a large
“Welcome to Tintaya” sign. No “KEEP OUT”
or even “Beware of Dog”. No security guard or
metal gate — nothing to bar our entrance. Just a
proud statement proclaiming that the company
has managed to safeguard some 60,000 fingers
and toes on its workers’ hands and feet. Not a
single finger lost, so they say.

Who could resist such a welcoming mes-
sage? We drive around the mine site, confident
that our fingers and toes will come to no harm.

After gawking at the enormous open-pit —
an empty space where a mountain once stood
—and snapping some photos, a truck approaches,
driven by a stern man with dark glasses. A young
woman hops out, an automatic rifle slung over
her shoulder, her hair in a tight bun. She peers
in our driver’s window at our smiling faces and
demands to see our identification.

“I’m a police officer,” she says. Long pause:
“And | work for the mine.”

“Excuse me, Miss, are you a police officer
or a security guard with the mine?” | ask.

My confusion is understandable. The woman
is wearing the uniform of Peru’s National Police,
but her identity badge is covered by a large, yel-
low vest emblazoned with the “Tintaya” logo.

She wants us to go with her to the police
station inside the mine. My curiosity is piqued
— why does a private corporation have its own
police station? What does it look like? But my
fellow passengers say “No way!” After a tense
back and forth with the officer, it’s agreed that
we’ll go to the police station in Espinar, the
provincial capital.

Inside the station, the captain examines
my official government press card, and makes
an impressive display of huffing and puffing.
Lawyers from the provincial government arrive
for our defence. More huffing ensues from both
sides. Finally, we’re given a stern warning and
told that “next time” we have to get permission
from the company before entering the mine.

We leave the station, my companions mut-
tering that when the mine spills chemicals on
the road or contaminates their water, the police
are nowhere to be found.



The Guardian
June 27 2012

Magazine 7

1(0l€

Photo: Diego Nebel/Oxfam America

“Laws exist to protect the companies,” is
a common refrain in Peru, where the judicial
system is easily co-opted by economic interests.
In response, a coalition of around 50 organisa-
tions, including Amnesty International and
Greenpeace, is spearheading a campaign to
make Swiss companies respect human and
environmental rights when working overseas.

Just a proud statement proclaiming that
the company has managed to safeguard some
60,000 fingers and toes on its workers’ hands
and feet.

If successful, the new laws would allow
victims of abuses by Swiss companies — like the
farmers in Vidal’s footage — to seek redress in
Switzerland. Occupy London is also planning
a major campaign to protest the Glencore-
Xstrata merger and highlight abuses by both
companies.

Such actions might seem idealistic, but when
I tell Vidal about the campaigns he is heartened
and hands me a DVD with his films to send to
activist contacts abroad.

“The mine tricked our parents,” he tells me.
“But we left Espinar for education and training,
and now we’ve come back and they can’t cheat
us anymore.”

Xstrata’s excesses

RICH Xstrata’s chief executive Mick Davis
was named the highest-earning boss on the FTSE
100 (the top London-listed companies) in 2011.
In the year ending 2011, he trousered US$29.5
million, according to the employment research
organisation, Incomes Data Services.

ABUSIVE Complaints about labour rights
abuses have been made against Xstrata in
Australia, South Africa, Colombia, Canada,
the Dominican Republic and others. Abuses of
Indigenous rights are reported in the Philippines
and Australia.

DIRTY Xstrata recently won its legal battle
against environmentalists and farmers to oper-
ate Australia’s largest mine in Surat Basin in
southern Queensland. The open-cut coal mine
will create 49 million tonnes of greenhouse
gas emissions in its operation alone. Another
Auwstralian Xstrata project, the McArthur River
mine, is blamed for acid pollution.

ALMIGHTY The proposed US$90 billion
merger of Xstrata with commodities trader
Glencore will create a titan with the power to
dominate the global market in minerals and food.
The biggest losers will be the world’s poorest
people and the environment. However, the deal
may Yet fall foul of EU anti-trust rules.
Stephanie Boyd is a writer and
independent filmmaker who has been
living and working in Peru for the past
15 years. Her films include The Devil
Operation.
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Conservative Budget:
Good for mining,
bad for water

Kimball Cariou

One of the earliest critics of this year’s Tory
budget in Canada presented by Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty was the Council of
Canadians, whose members took part in
the June 4 “BlackOutSpeakOut” campaign
across Canada.

The budget is a gift to the mining indus-
try and a curse on the environment, warns the
Council, stressing that Bill C-38’s amend-
ments to environmental regulation will allow
companies to fast-track approval and permit-
ting processes.

A statement from the Council says, “The
so-called “one project, one review’ measure
aims to bypass current environmental assess-
ment processes and download responsibilities
to ill-equipped provincial governments or do
away with them altogether.”

In early June, analysts of the legislation
reported that the current 6,000 annual fed-
eral environmental assessments done across
Canada would plummet to about 20 if the
legislation is adopted. Gutting environmental
protections within the Fisheries Act would be
part of this “streamlining and fast-tracking”
process.

The Council of Canadians argues that
“in the absence of a national water policy,
the Fisheries Act with all its shortcomings
is the strongest piece of federal legislation
when it comes to the protection of freshwater
resources.”

Under the Fisheries Act, the federal gov-
ernment prohibits any “deleterious substance”
from being discharged into waters frequented
by fish, and any works or undertakings that
result in the “harmful alteration, disruption or
destruction” (HADD) of fish habitat.

Now, the Harper government plans to

replace the HADD wording with less exten-
sive language which limits protections to fish
that are deemed to be of economic, ecological
and cultural value.

“It doesn’t take a fish expert to know
it’s impossible to protect fish while allowing
for the destruction of fish habitat,” says the
Council. “Scientists have also argued that this
creates a false notion that there are fish with-
out ecological value.”

The potential impacts extend beyond fish
populations. Undermining federal environ-
mental safeguards will affect all species and
communities dependent on clean freshwater
for their well-being.

For example, in 2010, the destruction
of fish habitat was a primary reason for the
federal government’s rejection of an applica-
tion by Taseko Mines to develop a copper
and gold mine on Tsilhgot’in territory which
would destroy Teztan Biny (“Fish Lake™),

a pristine British Columbia lake that is also
of great cultural and spiritual value to the
community.

Companies can seek permission to
destroy such a lake due to a regulatory
loophole within the Metal Mining Effluent
Regulation of the Fisheries Act. The
“Schedule 2” loophole has been used by the
Harper government to enable metal min-
ing companies to request exemption from
prohibitions against dumping deleterious
substances into fish-bearing water or harming
fish habitat.

The Metal Mining Effluent Regulation
will now be extended to coal and diamond
mines, making them eligible to apply for
Schedule 2 exemptions.

The Tory budget 2012 aims at encourag-
ing massive expansion in the mineral sector.
The federal government estimates US$500

billion in investments to the water-intensive
and water polluting mining and energy sector
over the next decade.

As the Council notes, “the lifting of
environmental restrictions comes at a time
when provincial governments are planning
to expand mining operations throughout the
North. Ontario’s “Ring of Fire” is staking
tens of thousands of claims throughout the
Northern half of the Boreal forest. Quebec’s
controversial Plan Nord was recently scaled
back as a result of strong public opposition.
British Columbia plans to forge ahead with
the building of eight new mines in the next
four years and has introduced its own legisla-
tion to “cut red tape” and fast track approval
processes for mining projects.

And Alberta continues to seek expansion
of tar sands production with the full backing
of the Harper government. Many in the media
have linked the gutting of the Fisheries Act to
the Northern Gateway pipeline which would
impact fish habitat by cutting across hundreds
of streams and rivers in order to transport tar
sands oil from Alberta to the BC coast toward
foreign markets.”

Meanwhile, investors will continue
to benefit from public subsidies under
the Mining Exploration Tax Credit for
Flow-Through Shares, which has been
extended to the end of 2014, costing an addi-
tional US$100 million in public revenues.
The credit benefits speculative investors by
reducing the after-tax cost of exploration,
resulting in serious violations of Indigenous
rights.

In response to these developments, the
Council of Canadians held a well-attended
“Shout Out against Mining Injustice” confer-
ence in Vancouver in early June.

People’s Voice @&

AMPHIBIOUS

That year it rained relentlessly —
falling slowly in broad, grey sheets.

Down rain-stroked avenues
passed strangers who raised
their eyes like wet child kisses
to meet yours — beneath eves
and branches where glowing
elements of water clung and fell
with erratic, liquid rhythm:

all in the dream-vaulted slowness
of an ocean floor stroll.

Along winding lanes, across
grass-waving parklands or

looking out the open window

to search where the wings of birds
once traced their flight

against a startling block

of cobalt sky ...

People moved in that time,
day in, day out, as though
the city was constructed

in a huge labyrinth of
undersea caves echoing
clip-slip-drip.

Hearing it first thing — caressing
torrents or a soft slapping
smack-on-flesh insistence: sometimes
a clatter like crabs

scurrying across the roof,

and we, there, in the pearly light

examining the opaque webs
that flesh our fingers together.

Tom Pearson
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French elections Increase
European crisis drama

Emile Schepers

The French elections on June 17
produced a decisive victory for
President Francois Hollande’s
Socialist Party.

In the elections for the French
Chamber of Deputies, the lower
house of the National Assembly, or
Parliament, voters go to the polls
twice. In each of the 577 single-mem-
ber electoral districts, all candidates
who got at least 12.5 percent of the
vote in the first round have the right to
compete in the second round, if they
(or their parties) wish. This year, the
first round happened on June 10, and
already showed a clear leftward ten-
dency, which had been first indicated
by the defeat of conservative President
Nicolas Sarkozy by Socialist Francois
Hollande in April and May.

In the second round of the par-
liamentary elections, this trend was
firmly consolidated. The Socialist
Party won 306 seats for itself and
close allies, up 104 from the last elec-
tions in 2007 and more than enough
to legislate by itself without even
having to reach out to the Left Front
(the Communist Party and close allies)
to get its measures passed.

Since the Senate already has a
Socialist Party majority, this gives
Hollande a very strong hand not
only in internal French politics, but

in France’s relations with the other
countries in the European Union and
the joint Euro currency zone.

France is one of the biggest
economies in both of these bodies, and
Sarkozy had made a united front with
German Chancellor Angela Merkel to
fiercely impose a policy of austerity
on those countries whose economies
have been faltering because of the
world economic crisis.

How Hollande will actually han-
dle these matters is yet to be seen, but
earlier he had been calling for policies
more focused on growth and less on
austerity, as well as the creation of
new European mechanisms of funding
development projects.

The gain by the Socialist Party
largely came at the expense of ex-
President Sarkozy’s UMP (Union for
a Popular Majority), which, in spite
of some small gains for allies, lost
119 seats, ending up with 229 seats
for itself and allies. This is a much
bigger swing away from the UMP and
toward the Socialists than was seen
in the presidential election.

The Left Front (Front Gauche)
— though during the presidential
elections its candidate Jean-Luc
Melenchon was able to generate a
lot of enthusiasm — did not do well,
losing eight seats and ending up with
10 in the new Chamber of Deputies. It
seems likely that at the last moment,

The new majority in the
Chamber of Deputies

will make some moves to
restore their own country’s
social safety net.

a large proportion of the Left Front’s
base moved to the Socialist column.

The extreme right-wing, verging-
on-fascist, National Front did better
than the last time, and entered the
Chamber of Deputies with two seats,
having had none before. The National
Front’s ferociously reactionary presi-
dential candidate ran for a seat in the
constituency of Henin-Beaumont in
the north of France, but was nar-
rowly defeated by a Socialist Party
candidate. The overall national vote
for the anti-immigrant National Front
was 13.6 percent, down from the
nearly 18 percent in the first round
of the presidential elections, but
nevertheless the biggest advance for

the extremist right in recent Western
European elections.

The new majority in the Chamber
of Deputies is centre-left and “pro
Europe,” which means that they will
make some moves to restore their own
country’s social safety net, shredded
under Sarkozy, but they do not intend
to do anything like pulling France out of
the European Union or the Euro zone.

An important item will now be
whether Hollande, his hand strength-
ened by the parliamentary victory, will
try to modify the European fiscal com-
pact called the “Treaty on Stability,
Coordination and Governance in the
Economic and Monetary Union”
that the German government and the

“troika” of the International Monetary
Fund, the European Central Bank
and the European Commission want
to use to force even more austerity,
especially on the poorer governments
in the area. This even if it causes them
to collide with the wishes of their
own people. Many in Europe see this
treaty as a gross violation of national
sovereignty, but so far not enough
pressure has been generated against
it for it to be significantly changed.

Hollande has said that he does not
intend for France to “play the game of
exercising extortion against Greece”,
but it remains to be seen what will
actually change in French policy.
People’s World &

Lugo faces right-wing “coup” bid

President Fernando Lugo faced
trial in Paraguay’s Senate last
week after hostile MPs voted to
impeach the former bishop. The
trigger for the impeachment was
an attempt by police to evict about
150 farmers from a remote, 4,900-
acre reserve, which is part of a
huge estate owned by an opposition
Colorado Party politician.

Seventeen people died in the
clash and many people blamed Mr
Lugo.

Mr Lugo, who was elected

four years ago on promises that he
would help the country’s poor, went
on national television to dismiss
rumours that he would resign and
vowed to face the trial “with all its
consequences.”

The lower house had voted 76-1
to impeach the president.

Mr Lugo’s 2008 election ended
61 years of rule by the Colorado
Party and he has constantly clashed
with Congress.

Socialist Carlos Filizzola,
who until recently was Mr Lugo’s

interior minister, called the
impeachment vote an “institu-
tional coup” and said he thought the
president’s fate had already been
decided.

But the fall in Mr Lugo’s
popularity arises partly from his
failure to enact agrarian reform in a
country where tens of thousands of
people are demanding land.

This failure has led to a loss of
support from some peasant groups.
Paraguay’s land ownership prob-
lems stretch back nearly 140 years

Beecroft:

| didn’t do

any real research

Paddy McGuffin

Britain: Venture capitalist and
Tory adviser Adrian Beecroft
was lambasted by Labour MPs
last week after he admitted his
controversial employment report
was based on “conversations”
and “he did not have time” to do
proper research.

The report sparked outrage
when it was published last month
with its proposals to allow bosses
to sack workers at will, dilute Tupe
laws and cut the period for consul-
tation on redundancy to 30 days.

Giving evidence to the
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform
Bill committee, Mr Beecroft denied
his research was based “entirely on
anecdotal evidence.”

He said the case for making it
easier for small firms to hire and
fire employees was “self-evident”

and claimed that employment laws
were a disincentive for firms to
expand.

“If people are doing a job that
is required but they are not doing
it very well, they will be replaced.
If people are doing a job that is not
necessary, they will be made redun-
dant,” he said.

“I should say that the work |
was asked to do was a two-month
piece of work, covering all employ-
ment law so | was not able to gen-
erate new statistics,” he went on.

“I will accept the accusation
that my views on whether or not
this would improve the efficiency
of people working in businesses is
based on conversations, not a statis-
tically valid sample of people.”

Labour MP Geraint Davies
said: “It just seems to me that
you’ve failed to look at robust,
empirical evidence and relied on

unreliable, out-of-date, anecdotal
evidence to come to these prejudi-
cial conclusions.

“I just want to know why you
didn’t look at reliable, quantitative
studies and instead relied on unreli-
able, out-of-date opinion data which
didn’t translate into the real world?

“We therefore come up with a
load of proposals which are an open
door for intimidation and bullying.”

Vale of Clwyd MP Chris Ruane
accused Mr Beecroft of “proposing
policy by parable and legislation by
anecdote.”

Speaking outside the commit-
tee, Mr Beecroft said the attention
his report had brought had made
him feel “rather uncomfortable” but
he would do it again as the govern-
ment planned to introduce 17 of his
proposals.

Morning Star &

to a war Paraguay lost to Argentina,
Brazil and Uruguay.

Saddled with crushing war debt,
Paraguay began selling off govern-
ment holdings amounting to 95
percent of the country’s land, with
the most fertile parcels going to
political cronies.

Privatisations accelerated
under the 1954-1989 dictatorship
of Alfredo Stroessner and in the
early 1990s, when about 17 million
acres ended up in the hands of just
1,877 people, according to a 2004

Perth

government study.

“Lugo isn’t fulfilling his main
election promise of carrying out
agrarian reform but it is not his
fault. The fault lies with a judicial
system that blocks all attempts to
expropriate land in the hands of for-
eigners or to recover formerly state
land that was given to supporters
of the Stroessner dictatorship,” said
Belarmino Balbuena, leader of the
progressive Paraguayan Campesino
Movement.

Morning Star @&
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History Is the enemy
as “brilliant” psy-ops
become the news

John Pilger

Arriving in a village in southern
Vietnam, | caught sight of two
children who bore witness to the
longest war of the 20th century.
Their terrible deformities were
familiar. All along the Mekong
River, where the forests were
petrified and silent, small human
mutations lived as best they could.

Today, at the Tu Du paediatrics
hospital in Saigon, a former operating
theatre is known as the “collection
room” and, unofficially, as the “room
of horrors”. It has shelves of large
bottles containing grotesque foetuses.
During its invasion of Vietnam, the
United States sprayed a defoliant
herbicide on vegetation and villages
to deny “cover to the enemy”. This
was Agent Orange, which contained
dioxin, poisons of such power that
they cause foetal death, miscarriage,
chromosomal damage and cancer.

In 1970, a US Senate report
revealed that “the US has dumped [on
South Vietnam] a quantity of toxic
chemical amounting to six pounds
per head of population, including
woman and children”. The code name
for this weapon of mass destruction,
Operation Hades, was changed to the
friendlier Operation Ranch Hand.
Today, an estimated 4.8 million vic-
tims of Agent Orange are children.

Len Aldis, secretary of the
Britain-Vietnam Friendship Society,
recently returned from Vietnam
with a letter for the International
Olympic Committee from the
Vietnam Women’s Union. The union’s
president, Nguyen Thi Thanh Hoa,
described “the severe congenital
deformities [caused by Agent Orange]
from generation to generation”. She
asked the 10C to reconsider its deci-
sion to accept sponsorship of the
London Olympics from the Dow
Chemical Corporation, which was
one of the companies that manufac-
tured the poison and has refused to
compensate its victims.

Aldis hand-delivered the letter to
the office of Lord Coe, chairman of
the London Organising Committee.
He has had no reply. When Amnesty
International pointed out that in 2001
Dow Chemical acquired “the company

responsible for the Bhopal gas leak
[in India in 1984] which killed 7,000
to 10,000 people immediately and
15,000 in the following 20 years”,
David Cameron described Dow as a
“reputable company”. Cheers, then,
as the TV cameras pan across the £7
million decorative wrap that sheathes
the Olympic stadium: the product of a
10-year “deal” between the I0C and
such a reputable destroyer.

History is buried with the dead
and deformed of Vietnam and Bhopal.
And history is the new enemy. On
May 28, President Obama launched
a campaign to falsify the history of
the war in Vietnam. To Obama, there
was no Agent Orange, no free fire
zones, no turkey shoots, no cover-ups
of massacres, no rampant racism, no
suicides (as many Americans took
their own lives as died in the war),
no defeat by a resistance army drawn
from an impoverished society. It was,
said Mr Hopey Changey, “one of the
most extraordinary stories of bravery
and integrity in the annals of [US]
military history”.

The following day, the New
York Times published a long article
documenting how Obama person-
ally selects the victims of his drone
attacks across the world. He does
this on “terror Tuesdays” when he
browses through mug shots on a
“kill list”, some of them teenagers,
including “a girl who looked even
younger than her 17 years”. Many are
unknown or simply of military age.
Guided by “pilots” sitting in front of
computer screens in Las \egas, the
drones fire Hellfire missiles that suck
the air out of lungs and blow people to
bits. Last September, Obama killed a
US citizen, Anwar al-Awlaki, purely
on the basis of hearsay that he was
inciting terrorism. “This one is easy,”
he is quoted by aides as saying as he
signed the man’s death warrant. On
June 6, a drone killed 18 people in
a village in Afghanistan, including
women, children and the elderly who
were celebrating a wedding.

The New York Times article was
not a leak or an expose. It was a
piece of PR designed by the Obama
administration to show what a tough
guy the “commander-in-chief” can
be in an election year. If re-elected,

Brand Obama will continue serving
the wealthy, pursuing truth-tellers,
threatening countries, spreading com-
puter viruses and murdering people
every Tuesday.

The threats against Syria,
co-ordinated in Washington and
London, scale new peaks of hypoc-
risy. Contrary to the raw propaganda
presented as news, the investigative
journalism of the German daily
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
identifies those responsible for the
massacre in Houla as the “rebels”
backed by Obama and Cameron. The
paper’s sources include the rebels
themselves. This has not been com-
pletely ignored in Britain. Writing
in his personal blog, ever so quietly,
Jon Williams, the BBC world news
editor, effectively dishes his own
“coverage”, citing western officials
who describe the “psy-ops” operation
against Syria as ‘brilliant’. As brilliant
as the destruction of Libya, and Iraq
and Afghanistan.

And as brilliant as the psy-ops
of the British Guardian’s latest
promotion of Alastair Campbell, the
chief collaborator of Tony Blair in
the criminal invasion of Irag. In his
“diaries”, Campbell tries to splash
Iragi blood on the demon Murdoch.
There is plenty to drench them all.
But recognition that the respectable,
liberal, Blair-fawning media was a
vital accessory to such an epic crime
is omitted and remains a singular test
of intellectual and moral honesty in
Britain.

How much longer must we sub-
ject ourselves to such an “invisible
government”? This term for insidious
propaganda, first used by Edward
Bernays the nephew of Sigmund
Freud and inventor of modern public
relations, has never been more apt.
“False reality” requires historical
amnesia, lying by omission and the
transfer of significance to the insig-
nificant. In this way, political systems
promising security and social justice
have been replaced by piracy, “auster-
ity” and “perpetual war”: an extrem-
ism dedicated to the overthrow of
democracy. Applied to an individual,
this would identify a psychopath. Why
do we accept it?

Information Clearing House &
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Award-winning film by Hany Abu-Assad

Saturday July 7 at 6.30pm

Tribal Theatre, 346 George St Brisbane
$20 adults $15 concession

Middle Eastern food included in ticket price
RESERVATIONS: 0423 123 164

“Much of the filming was carried out in secret, and as a result there's a
really powerful sense of this enclosed, prison-like community with its
tightly controlled borders and its limited horizons.” David Stratton, ABC

presented by ACSI

Palestinian Arts Culture Sports Inc

as a fund-raiser for the upcoming
Palestinian Film Festival Brisbane 2012

Global Briefs

US: An army appeals court has denied a request for pub-
lic access to military court records in the case of Private
Bradley Manning. The Centre for Constitutional Rights had
filed the petition on behalf of WikiLeaks, its founder Julian
Assange and five journalists. The group says it will appeal to
the US Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces in Washington.

China: Beijing is ordering ranking military officers to declare their
personal incomes and property such as real estate in an ongo-
ing attempt to rein in corruption. State media reports said that all
investments must be disclosed in a standard declaration required
of all leading officers. Army officers enjoy numerous perks
such as license plates that exempt them from fines and tolls.

Iraq: Two bombs exploded in a crowded market in
Baghdad last week, kiling at least nine people and wound-
ing dozens more. The bombs went off at midmorning in
a market in the mostly Shi'ite Muslim neighbourhood of
Husseiniyah. Earlier, gunmen opened fire on a police
checkpoint in western Baghdad, kiling three officers.

Sweden: Stockholm police said today that they still have
no clues, two days after nuclear officials found explo-
sives on a forklift at Ringhals nuclear power plant. Officers
at the plant were analysing witness statements and security
footage of the vehicle’s movements. Sweden increased its secu-
rity alert at the country’s three nuclear plants after the incident.

Arctic: Greenpeace has launched a global campaign to limit oil
drilling and overfishing. The environmentalist group was press-
ing the UN earth conference in Rio de Janeiro for the North
Pole to receive the same sort of protection as Antarctica, which
was declared off-limits more than 20 years ago. Greenpeace
wants a ban on oil drilling and an end to unsustainable fishing.

Azerbaijan: Rights activists say a journalist best known
for creating a wildly popular internet video that became a
cult favourite in Russia has been arrested on drugs charg-
es. The Reporters’ Freedom and Safety Institute said that
Qilal Mammadov’s relatives insist he is the victim of a
police set-up. He is a member of Azerbaijan’s Talysh eth-
nic minority and edits local newspaper Talysh Voice.

Israel: Police say they are investigating hate graffiti scrawled
in Arabic on a synagogue in northern Israel. The phrase “there
is no God but Allah” was sprayed on the outside of the syna-
gogue in Moshav Maor, days after a West Bank mosque was
torched and vandalised with Hebrew-language graffiti by settlers.
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Cigs, kids and prisons

During WA state parliament
question time Corrective Services
Minister Terry Redman replied to
questions by Shadow Minister for
Corrective Services Fran Logan
of whether all WA prisons held a
valid licence for the sale of tobacco
products.

Mr Redman said he had now fixed
the problem of prisons selling tobacco
products without a licence.

Some prison canteens sell tobacco
products, and some of them had been
“unlicensed”. | could only wonder
why anyone would be too concerned
about whether an adult prison facility
was licensed to sell cigarettes. The
two major regulations around the sale
of cigarettes is that they should not be
sold to minors, that is anyone under
18 years of age, and that the cigarettes
are kept effectively out of sight.

So what’s the problem?

Oh, wait a minute, | see the

issue! — West Australian adult prisons
are indeed incarcerating children —
Indonesian children. Finally, someone
in government is concerned about
them!
Gerry Georgatos
PhD researcher in Australian
Deaths in Custody & Australian
Custodial Systems

Call for Australian
lead mining
companies to fund
research

Australia’s lead mining companies
— particularly the largest, Xstrata
and BHP Billiton — should help
finance blood lead level tests in
the countries where their lead is
sold. A national blood lead survey
of all ages in Australia is at least
a decade overdue.

We also call on them to help
fund research into treatments for lead
poisoning. US researchers predict that
30 million US citizens will have their
lives curtailed through heart attacks or
strokes due to earlier lead exposure.

Xstrata and BHP Billiton are two
of the big miners who will be affected
by the mining tax. The federal gov-
ernment should use some of the tax
on this national survey and follow-up
national action to bring down blood
lead levels.

The research that we’d most like
to see done, would be double blind
trials (where appropriate) of potential
lead treatments which may avert
early death for millions of Australians
and people in other countries using
Awustralian lead.

Elizabeth O’Brien
President, The LEAD Group

War and the displaced

The World Refugee Day was
marked on June 20. The United
Nations General Assembly unani-
mously designated this day in 2000
as an acknowledgement of the
tragically displaced people.

Within four months of the mark-
ing of the initial World Refugee Day,
Afghanistan was bombed by what is
diplomatically called a “coalition”
but in reality by two main military
forces — USA and Britain. Within
two years Irag had been largely
destroyed, invaded and occupied by
the same forces. Those actions were
illegal from the point of view of
international law.

It is these two countries which
have the largest refugee populations
in the world.

At the time of the bombing
Afghanistan was classified as an
“impoverished” and “Least Developed
Country”, according to the UN. It had
the lowest Human Development Index

rating of all the world’s countries.
British media at the time welcomed
the bombing declaring that democ-
racy and freedom would break out
practically immediately — how could
you not rejoice when the citizens of
Kabul were flying kites! Now for
some figures. In 2009, there were
2,887,123 Afghan refugees. Figures
for 2012 are 3,054,709. The Office
of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that
one in four of the world’s refugees
originate from Afghanistan.

Iragq seems to be almost forgotten
now — an occasional coverage of more
carnage but as far as the West goes it
is filed under “mission accomplished”.

Not quite for the people there.
Since the 2003 invasion of Iraq
millions of Iragis have been forced
to flee their homes. They fled from
coalition military operations and the
consequences of the occupation —
sectarian violence, fear, destruction
of homes, services — everything. In
2007 the Brookings Institute esti-
mated that around 2 million Iraqgis
are displaced inside their country
and another 2 million are displaced
beyond the national borders. There is
no reason to believe that those figures
diminished with time.

The most generous hosts to
Afghan and Iraqi refugees, according
to UNHCR, are the three countries
in the sights of American missiles,
drones, mercenaries and well-paid

murderous meddlers. They are:
Pakistan, Iran and Syria, who have
the largest refugee population at 1.9
million, 1.07 million and 1.005 mil-
lion respectively. Earlier this year, the
UNHCR representative in Iran lauded
Iran for its efforts in supporting the
Afghan refugees residing there — two
million of them.

A UNHCR report released on the
World Refugee Day showed that the
events in Libya, Sudan, Somalia and
other places forced some 800,000
people flee their countries in 2011.
It was the highest figure in 11 years.

It is a shame to see Australian
politicians playing the refugee card
for opportunistic reasons. It is time the
government started to be part of the
solution and not part of the problem.
As a first step it would be good not to
take part in military operations which
create the refugee problem in the first
place. Anybody in their right mind
will try and save their children and
families from destitution and death
— at whatever cost. And no govern-
ment in the world will be able to stop
people from trying to do it.

It is good to have the World
Refugee Day to remind us all about
the victims of genocidal policies. It
would be even better not to have one
when every person enjoys life to the
full in their own homes with no bombs
falling from the sky.

Mati English
Sydney
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Rob Gow

Class,
ethnicity
and media
barons

I am going to quote you some passages from
a few postcards | have received from my
eldest son, sent from Paris. The reason for
this apparent self-indulgence will become
clear in due course.

My son, Brent, is on holiday in Europe
with this partner Chris. They went first to the
Netherlands, then Belgium and on to France.
They had a splendid time enjoying the sights
of Amsterdam, Antwerp and Bruges. Then
they got to Paris.

English-speaking people who go to France
as tourists tend to find the French people
disagreeable. This is, | believe, because they
usually meet petty-bourgeois French people:
shopkeepers, concierges, minor officials. People
of this class tend to harbour a centuries old
animosity towards the English and a more
modern racist dislike of migrants from Africa
and Eastern Europe.

Tourists, used to being feted as welcome
guests, are shocked at the obviousness of the
middle class Frenchman’s animosity towards
them. Brent certainly was not prepared for
the sheer extent of the class divide in Paris
between where the people live and where the
tourists are encouraged to go.

His first postcard from France began:
“We’ve left gay Holland and Beautiful Belgium
behind us, and now we’re in Paris. It sucks
donkey bollocks!” Each of the next two cards
repeated this sentiment with increasingly
vibrant language and imagery.

This first card continued in part: “This

really is the domain of the rich and criminal
classes. From the heights of Mont-martre one
can just discern the proletariat huddled on the
dim horizon, but no chance of making their
acquaintance from this distance!”

His second card, sent the next day, featured
a view of the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. He
appended this note: “It is built in the style of an
Islamic mosque, but inside is a Catholic church.
It would inspire more awe if it wasn’t jammed
full of nuns selling candles at $10 a pop, gift
shops where the side-chapels should be and
... 1 kid you not ...actual vending machines
selling pardons if you put in enough coins!

“Whatever would that angry young
Nazarene have said if he had found vending
machines in the temple?”

The third day, he sent another card with
another variation on the refrain “Paris sucks!”
and yet more lamentations: “Everyone keeps
telling us we’re English and spitting on our
shoes. When we protest that we are Australian,
their anger vanishes, and they say ‘you’re great
blokes, g’day mate, kangaroo!” But they don’t
apologise for having spat on our shoes.

“My guide book actually warns you not to
smile at people in the street. It says Parisians
consider this “idiotic” and won’t speak to you
if you smile at them, which explains a lot
about yesterday.”

The next day’s card, however, brought a
marked change of sentiments: “Vive la France!
Long may she vive!” The reason for this
change of heart? The next sentence explained
all: “Finally met the French working class
today, when we wandered into a decidedly
poor quarter.” The atmosphere was completely
different: “Strangers smile at one another. Men
greet you with a kiss on each cheek. Women
ask determined questions about the status of
socialism in Australia.”

And it is not just the French working class.
“The Africans are similarly chatty and political,
and insist on sharing their Moroccan cakes
with you, a ploy to keep you talking because
they really are interested in that far side of the
world — Australial”

Brent had discovered yet again, that
culture is not primarily a matter of ethnicity
or nationality but of class. Proletarian
internationalism is not just a slogan; it is a
basic and powerful human force that unites
working people everywhere through their innate
humanity and their shared struggle against a
common class enemy.

Racial stereotyping and prejudice, too, may
use ethnicity or nationality as a hook, but at its
core is class interest and class upbringing. As
Communists know: everything is about class.

And that particularly applies to control
of the mass media. Gina Rinehart’s raids on
the shares of the Fairfax media empire are
a blatant attempt to turn her into a political
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Orson Welles copped a belting in the media because he had made Kane a media baron who
unhesitatingly tried to ride roughshod over democratic rights and the rule of law.

“kingmaker” in the manner of that other great
exponent of democracy (not to mention ethics
in journalism) Rupert Murdoch.

Rinehart wants the Herald and other
Fairfax papers and media as a club with which
to threaten the Australian government and force
them to change the laws she presently does
not like. These will be initially and primarily
the carbon tax and any kind of resource tax.

If you think that is an expensive way
to change government policy, consider this:
if successful, she will put billions of extra
dollars into her coffers. It is well worth the
expenditure.

Not all media outlets are controlled by
individuals who can qualify as “barons”, of
course. Some are simply anonymous capitalist
corporations. But when extra profits are
involved, corporate boards and media barons
alike have never been loath to tell the elected
government what to do — and to take action
against them if they don’t do it.

When Orson Welles made his great screen

classic Citizen Kane, he copped a belting
in the media because he had made Kane a
media baron who unhesitatingly tried to ride
roughshod over democratic rights and the rule
of law. Kane, a fictionalised amalgam of US
press barons William Randolph Hearst and
Colonel Robert McCormick, was too close
to the truth for their liking and their papers
rubbished Welles and his film as punishment.

Politicians are even more vulnerable, as
the revelations at Britain’s Leveson enquiry
into phone hacking at Murdoch’s News Of
the World are showing. Links keep emerging
between British PM David Cameron and
the Murdoch empire. But revelations of
government-Murdoch collusion now include
Tony Blair’s decision (with his mate George
Bush) to launch the war against Iraq in 2003,
and Margaret Thatcher’s war against Argentina
in the Falklands.

It was Thatcher who approved Murdoch’s
takeover of the Times, Sunday Times and News
Of The World in the 1980s. *Nuff said? &
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Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 1 July -
Sat 7 July

change of pace this week: |

hall endeavour to comment

on a range of programs, so all the
comments will be brief. We begin
with the new game show, Antiques
Master (ABC1 Sundays at 6.00pm
from July 1). One of numerous
antiques programs on British televi-
sion, this one is a competition to find
the country’s best informed amateur
antiques expert. In charge of proceed-
ings is television presenter and author
Sandi Toksvig (a frequent panellist on
Qi) and antiques expert Eric Knowles
(familiar from Antiques Roadshow).

As far as | am concerned, the
program is a complete flop. The real
centre of interest in these programs
is not normally the competition but
the antiques. This series puts all it
emphasis however on the insignificant
competition itself and tells you almost
nothing about the antiques on display.
Very disappointing.

ueensland has a club with

Qonly one membership qualifi-
cation: to join you have to be at least
100 years old! However, that is less
of a problem than you might think:
centenarians are our fastest-growing
demographic.

The 100+ Club, screening in the
Compass slot (ABC1 Sunday July 1
at 6.30pm) is written and directed by
Mandy Lake for Screen Queensland
and Flickchicks. The film follows
three club members: Ruth (born in

1909) who still competes in athletics
carnivals, Olive (born in 1907) who
writes and performs in plays and
musicals and Dexter (born in 1910)
who is writing his fifth book.

It is an affectionate portrait of
some quietly remarkable people and
inter alia carries the message that the
important thing is to keep actively
involved in life.

he documentary serial Race

To London (ABC1 Tuesdays
at 8.00pm) is up to episode three this
week as we follow six Olympic and
Paralympic athletes as they train and
compete for selection to represent
Australia in London later this year.

One really feels for para-
equestrian Grace Bowman whose
event is held outdoors and is washed
out by an electrical storm: her horse
is unsettled and although the event is
postponed to the next day both horse
and rider have had a serious sethack
to their preparation. One would have
thought that surely a dressage event
could have been held indoors?

As this kind of observational
documentary goes, Race To London
is helped enormously by the natural
drama inherent in the situation,
but we must also complement the
filmmakers who have avoided any
temptation to ape the jingoism that
blights the commercial channels’
Olympic coverage.

he bourgeois critics have

hailed the cartoon series
Archer (ABC2 Tuesdays at 9.00pm)
as a comedy gem. | would not go that
far, but it is amusing. Set in an intel-
ligence agency full of self-interested,
morally ambivalent agents, its prime
quality is witty cynicism.

The bourgeois critics seem to find
its unfortunate Cold War politics to
be part of its charm, but I don’t. It’s
as though the series’ makers were
simply unable (or too lazy) to put
their modern spies into a genuinely
modern scenario. Or perhaps they
felt that even a cartoon series that
showed US agents paying mercenaries
to kill civilians in Syria would not

Junk Food Mums (ABC2 Wednesday July 4 ot 8.30pm).

last long, so they fell back on jokes
about Fidel Castro’s supposed dislike
of homosexuals!

espite what they may try

to indicate in some of their
ads, the purveyors of junk food are
concerned only with one thing: bigger
profits through bigger sales. Health
and good nutrition are not their
problem, although they may pay lip
service to them if they think it will
help their sales.

Such is the power of advertising,
however, that the junk food industry
has already won the hearts and minds
of many of the less well educated at
least. In Junk Food Mums (ABC2
Wednesday July 4 at 8.30pm) we
meet three British families for whom
junk food means very different things.

Sharon is 30 and weighs 37 stone.
She gets angry that people stare at
her (“like some sort of freak show”)
but although she has thighs the size
of tree trunks she is unwilling to do
much about it, being happy “being

Perth Film screening — Will the Real Terrorist Please Stand Up?
4pm Saturday July 7 — The Activist Centre 15/5 Aberdeen St. East Perth (Near Mclver Station)

AN IN-DEFTH EXPLORATION OF U.5- CUBA POLICS
THROUGH THE STORY OF THE CUBAN 5

(@

Danny Glover.

A cutting edge film by Saul Landau exploring in-depth US-Cuba
politics through the story of the Cuban 5, Landau is an Emmy-
winning, internationally-known scholar, author, commentator

and filmmaker. His film Will the Real Terrorist Please Stand Up
documents a history involving the CIA, violence, and the five Cubans
now serving long sentences in US prisons.

The film features an interview with Gerardo Hernandez, one of the
Cuban Five, who is currently serving life imprisonment in Victor-ville
Maximum Security Prison for “conspiracy to commit espionage.”
Landau also interviews Luis Posada Carriles, Orlando Bosch, and
others who have acknowledged perpetrating acts of terrorism in Cuba.

Delightful surprises are appearances in the film by Fidel Castro and
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big” (she does not refer to herself as
“fat” | noticed).

Her 17-year-old step-daughter
Kate is not exactly a waif herself,
being already a size 20, but she
worries that her step mum might not
be around for long if she does not do
something urgent about her colossal
weight.

All the cases shown are sad but
saddest of all is Naeden, who feeds
her four kids burgers, chips and
fizzy drinks 24-7, because that’s
what her mother did and she sees
nothing wrong with it. Her husband
can cook, and does when she’s away,
but although her kids like his home
cooked pasta and other dishes, Naeden
thinks it’s horrible and refuses to give
it to them. By the end of the program
he has left her and she is still serving
up junk food because (she readily
admits) it’s easier.

he attacks on several Indian
students in Melbourne
got Australia a bad rep in the

sub-continent. The documentary series
Dumb, Drunk And Racist (ABC2
Wednesdays at 9.30pm) endeavours
to find out if the rep is deserved or not
by taking four students on a road trip.
It is possibly a well-intentioned series
(this week is episode three of six) but
it is loaded with generalisations that
cannot be sustained (eg all Australians
are drunks). The stereotypes are far
too broad and there is no attempt to
divide them by class. In every case,
the statistical sample is too small to
tell us much either way. It struck me
as very superficial journalism.

he Caribbean-set police series

Death In Paradise (ABC1
Saturdays 7.30pm) continues its
engaging progress, with Ben Miller
as the British copper unwillingly
stranded in the tropics, and Sara
Martins as his local detective sergeant.
Miller is excellent as the analytical
detective who solves each case in
traditional style with all the key
players gathered in one room. &
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Confirmed:
US arming terrorists in Syria

Tony Cartalucci

The New York Times in their arti-
cle, “CIA Said to Aid in Steering
Arms to Syrian Opposition,”
confirms what many have already
long known - that the West, led
by the US and its Gulf State
proxies, have been arming ter-
rorists, particularly the Muslim
Brotherhood, while berating the
Syrian government for “violating”
a UN mandated ceasefire and for
“failing to protect” its population.

The Muslim Brotherhood has
been combated by nations across
the Arab World to stem the tide of
their sectarian extremism, violence,
and their targeted erosion of secular
nation-states. The US which has
claimed to have been fighting the
forces of sectarian extremism and
“terrorism” for over a decade now,
have been revealed as the primary
enabler of the most violent and
extreme terrorist organizations in the
world. These include, in addition to
the Muslim Brotherhood, the Libyan
Islamic Fighting Group (LIFG) in
Libya, Baluch terrorists in Pakistan,
and the Mujahideen-e-Khalg (MEK)
currently based in Iraq and being used
as proxies against Iran.

The New York Times claims
that, “the CIA officers have been in
southern Turkey for several weeks,
in part to help keep weapons out
of the hands of fighters allied with
Al-Qaeda or other terrorist groups,
one senior American official said,” a
unsubstantiated claim that was simi-
larly made in Libya before Al-Qaeda
flags were run up poles in Benghazi
by rebels flush with NATO cash and

arms used to collapse the government
of Muammar Gaddafi. In fact, it is
confirmed that Libyan LIFG fighters,
led by Al-Qaeda commander Abdul
Hakim Belhaj, have now made their
way by the hundreds to Syria.

Despite months of the US claim-
ing the “international community”
sought to end the violence and pro-
tect the population of Syria, the New
York Times now admits that the US
is engaged in supporting a “military
campaign” against the Syrian govern-
ment aimed at increasing “pressure”
on Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
Efforts to impose an arms embargo on
Syria is now revealed to be one-sided,
aimed at giving rebels an advantage
in the prolonged bloodbath with the
intent on tipping the balance in favour
of Western proxy-forces — not end
the violence as soon as possible as
claimed by the UN, and in particular,
Kofi Annan.

The Times also reported that
Turkey has been directly delivering
weapons to terrorists operating in
Syria — Turkey being a NATO mem-
ber and implicating NATO as now
being directly involved in perpetuat-
ing bloodshed in the Middle Eastern
nation. For months, Turkey has been
allowing terrorists to use its border
region as a refuge from which to stage
attacks against Syria.

Despite this, however, the so-
called “Free Syrian Army,” according
to the New York Times, consists of
only 100 or so small formations made
up of “a handful of fighters to a cou-
ple of hundred combatants,” betraying
the narrative that the Syrian govern-
ment faces a large popular uprising,
and revealing that the “Free Syrian

Army” is in fact a small collection
of mercenaries, foreign fighters, and
sectarian extremists, armed, funded,
and directed by foreign interests solely
to wreak havoc within Syria. It should
be noted that these terrorist proxies
were organised as early as 2007 by
the US, Israel, and Saudi Arabia,
specifically to enact regime change
and transform Syria into a Western
client regime.

As the West’s propaganda cam-
paign imploded after a torrent of
unsubstantiated claims of “massa-
cres” and “atrocities,” all unverified,
some in fact being revealed as the
work of the West’s sectarian proxies
themselves, it appears that sidelining
Syria in headlines while pursuing
a clandestine proxy war is now the
tactic of choice for the time being.

For the United States to claim

Syria has “failed” to protect it popu-
lation while simultaneously fuelling
the very armed conflict it claims it is
seeking to end is not only hypocrisy of
the highest order, but a crime against
world peace — punishable under the
Nuremberg precedent.

globalresearch.ca &

From hope to despair

Kumi Naidoo
Report from Rio

The future we want is nowhere
to be found in the already agreed
Rio+20 outcome text, which world
leaders are now rubber stamping
and Greenwashing. The spin cycle
has begun. At the same time some
20,000 people marched on the
streets of Rio in protest with an
air of despair but clinging to hope.

Host President Dilma
Rousseff’s rhetoric could not be
further from the reality of the tragic
missed opportunity of the weak
deal being agreed in Rio. Her grand
sounding adjectives describing the
result as involving “courage, ambi-
tion, responsibility and urgency”
are totally dissonant with the lack
of commitment, targets and cash
put on the table here.

The two summits on sustain-
able development happening in
Rio could not be more different.

The Peoples’ Summit is buzzing
with hope and solutions while 40
kilometres across town, the Rio+20
Summit was damp with despair and
problems.

In the tented Peoples’ Summit
ideas and opportunities are being
shared about how to address the
crises of environment, equity and
ecology. Experts explained that
we have energy solutions to bring
about a green energy revolution,
avoiding catastrophic climate
change and providing access to
power for 1.6 billion people who
have none: an energy revolution
that would provide millions with
decent jobs and bolster failing
economies. Instead of bailing out
banks and bankrolling the fossil
fuel industry, as happened in the
G20 in Mexico while the nego-
tiators in Rio deleted any sensible
progress in the already weak draft
document, people called for leaders
to fund green economies.

Importantly too, the peoples
summit is largely devoid of national
parochialism and national self inter-
est. This transnational, inclusive
global approach, was seen in virtu-
ally every challenge facing human-
ity that was addressed: Indigenous
peoples rights, the challenge to
generate decent green jobs, gender
equality, forest protection, defend-
ing our oceans and much more.

At the “official” summit, you
see exactly the opposite. The major-
ity of countries put their idea of
national self interest first, regional
interests second and global con-
cerns third. Unless governments
realise that certain problems, such
as climate change, an inclusive
global economy and so on are
addressed in a genuinely global
manner, and follow the lead of the
majority of civil society, we have
no reason to be optimistic.

Greenpeace Brazil continues
to collect signatures in support of

a Zero Deforestation law. Plans
have been unveiled to end the “wild
west” exploitation of the high seas
and explanations where given on
how sustainable agriculture can end
hunger.

Nearly 10,000 people have
come to visit the Greenpeace ship,
Rainbow Warrior, our own high
tech testament to what can be done
to save the world tomorrow with
technology available today. Their
excitement and that of our bright
young Brazilian volunteers are a
fabulous antidote to the frustration
of the bland beige dull atmosphere
of the formal governmental summit.

If world leaders had only taken
the time to listen, to attend, perhaps
they would have been as inspired
as | was by the energy and excite-
ment for the world we could build
together.

While much could have been
achieved over three days in the Rio
conference centre to put the world

on the path of sustainable develop-
ment, real decisions are being taken
each and every day in capitals and
boardrooms around the world.

We still need a global deal, we
need global governance to support
and foster a great transition where
equity, economy and ecology are
not in competition but in harmony
to deliver sustainable development.

But, to borrow from UN
General Secretary Ban Ki-Moon’s
opening speech we must “... follow
up on Rio+20 with commitment
and action. Now is the time for
action.” Yes, indeed! People must
take note of the failure in Rio, they
need to join together in defence of
the planet and for the future our
children need.

Unless we build a movement in
the present like no other the world
has ever seen, The Future We Want
will remain a tented dream.
Greenpeace &
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