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Budget 2012-13

Surplus on the
pbacks of the poor

The Sydney Daily Telegraph fed its working
class readers just the sort of message the
government wanted to convey: “Treasurer
slips out of the red, but finds $5 billion for
battlers.” But a more accurate portrayal of
the budget was the “Budget leaves baked
beans for Struggle Street”, from John
Falzon, chief executive of the St Vincent de
Paul Society National Council. The budget
is long on deception and short on working
class values and social justice.

“Tonight’s Budget confirms one thing
that both sides of politics agree on. And that’s
their belief in the existence of an undeserving
poor. Their message is that if you’re poor it’s
because you’re just not trying hard enough. So
the unemployed are left below the poverty line.
Newstart has not received its much-needed boost
of $50 a week. And a $700 million chunk of the
surplus has been skimmed from the pockets of
sole parents and their children,” Falzon said.

“And you don’t build a surplus on the backs
of those doing it tough.” But that is what the
budget does, despite the carefully targeted and
much publicised handouts and social programs.
The austerity measures are glossed over.

But it is an austerity budget. Not as severe
as that being imposed in Greece or Spain, but no
different in its pro-business ideological under-
pinning and neo-liberal economic direction. As
Falzon says, “The forgotten and excluded have
not been heard. They’ve been answered, not
with hope, but with a bucket-full of austerity.”

Pre-election sweeteners

The government’s sales pitch and media
reportage are misleading to say the least. For
example, the government’s National Disability
Insurance Scheme website says, “The Australian
government has committed $1 billion in this
year’s Budget to support the first stage of a
National Disability Insurance Scheme.” But
“this year’s Budget” is not a reference to the
financial year 2012-13. The $1 billion is over
four years. The fine print reveals that only $84
million has been allocated for the budget year
of 2012-13.

Spending on the aged and dental care pro-
grams also fall short on what is required. The
government overlooks giving the Greens credit
due for the dental scheme getting underway.

Recipients of the NewStart allowance
(unemployed), the youth allowance, and parent-
ing payments will receive $210 (singles) or $350
(for couples) in two instalments over four years,
the first payment in March 2013. Better than

spreading
the boom

nothing, but still an insultingly low amount.
(See page 3 for details)

Other pre-election “sweeteners” include
small payments to those on family tax benefit
part A (lowest incomes) and the “school kids
bonus” which replaces an existing tax deduction
for education expenses. At the same time many
sole parents will lose their parenting payment.

Indigenous Australians are not seen as elec-
tion winners, funding in this area is disgraceful.
Education and health are also short-changed.
The government will continue to subsidise the
private hospital system with over $5 billion per
annum on the private health insurance rebate.
Private schools will receive more than twice as
much as public schools.

There is little “spreading of the boom” to
welfare recipients, retirees and others on low
incomes. Small business is offered a carrot
with a reverse tax scheme. In years when they
make a loss they will be able to get refunds of
previous taxes paid at the rate of 30 percent
of their losses up to $300,000 in any one year.
They will also be able to write off immediately
capital expenditure up to $6,500 per annum.

The government had previously promised
to reduce the taxation of small business profits
from 30 to 29 cents in the dollar in 2012-13,
with a similar increase for big business in
2013-14. The Coalition opposed the corporate
tax cuts. The Greens indicated support for a
cut for small business, but not for big business.
The government opportunistically blamed the
Coalition and Greens for postponing the tax cuts,
conveniently overlooking the Greens support
for small business cuts, to use the savings for
pre-election sweeteners.

Ironically, the outcome — no tax cuts for
the corporate sector — is one of the few positive
measures in the budget. For more than two dec-
ades successive governments have been winding
back both corporate and personal income taxes.
Corporate taxes have fallen from 46 cents in the
dollar to 30 cents and are headed for 25 cents.
There has been a similar lowering of marginal
rates on personal income.

Neo-liberal to the core

The net result has been the loss of hundreds
of billions of dollars in income. Governments
have used the shortfall in income as an excuse to
cut social spending, to introduce the regressive
flat taxing GST and to raise revenue through
privatisation.

The 2012-13 Budget does nothing to halt or
reverse this neo-liberal policy of winding back
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the welfare state and attacking welfare recipients
and the public sector. Means testing is being
extended into the Medicare safety net and the
funding of a whole range of key services is cut
or frozen — in effect a reduction in real income.

A number of programs have been deferred,
including the automatic tax deduction for work
expenses, changes to superannuation for older
workers, measures to reduce taxation of interest
income. Foreign aid is being cut.

Public sector slashed

Excluding the military and reserves with an
extra 1,150 positions, federal departments and
agencies are set to lose 4,413 jobs in 2012-13.
Similar job cuts are set for the following three
years. Last year’s job cuts have already left
a number of services understaffed, including
Medicare and Centrelink.

The Climate Change Department will lose
one third of its staff, indicative of the failure of
the budget to address climate change. The planet
is definitely one of the big losers in this budget
due to government inaction. The Australian
Taxation Office and Australian Bureau of
Statistics are also hit hard.

Defence spending up
Military expenditure takes a pound-
ing”, declares John Kerin (Financial Review

6

Rights dragged
from the grasp of
the ruling class

09/05/2012). This was typical of the media
headlines reporting $5.5 billion in defence
cuts as though the surplus came at the expense
of military spending. “Defence has suffered
its biggest budget cuts since the Korean War
with spending slashed by $5.45 billion,” Kerin
continued. What a load of codswallop!

The item called “defence spending”, in the
detailed budget papers (as against those in the
media kit) is set to rise from $21.656 billion in
2011-12 to $24.453 billion in 2015-16 — a total
increase over four years is $2.797 billion! Not a
$5.5 billion cut over four years! (Budget paper
no 1, Statement 6)

The budget of the Defence Materiel
Organisation which acquires and sustains equip-
ment for the Australian Defence Force (ADF),
one component of the defence budget, is set rise
by $2.8 billion from $9.976 billion to $12.777
billion over the same period.

Looking further into the budget papers,
when net capital expenditure as well as defence
functions are included, defence spending is
set to rise from $24.063 billion to $26.821
billion. These still only tell part of the story;
other defence spending is tucked away in
social security, Veterans Affairs, intelligence
organisations, etc.

Continued on page 2
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There will be some savings — a reduction of 1,000 in the number of
civilian personnel; “operational efficiencies”; adjustments to the depart-
ment’s capital equipment program and deferral of some acquisitions. The
government estimates these at $5.5 billion over four years. These are
swallowed up by other larger increases.

The government has not changed its aggressive, military strategy,
has not weakened its military ties with the US or war preparations. The
Future Submarine Project and purchase of Joint Strike Fighters are not
being cancelled.

Budget surplus

The government aims to turn around a deficit of $44 billion in 2011-
12 to a surplus of $1.5 billion in one year. It aims to do this by making
$34 billion in “savings” from cuts to spending, spending brought forward
to 2011-12, $7.69 billion from the carbon pricing mechanism, deferred
spending and cancellation of what were to be new items and an increase
in taxation revenue.

The neo-liberal fixation on a budget surplus is irresponsible econom-
ics. There is nothing wrong with a government running a deficit. The
key questions are the use the money is put to and whether the debt is
manageable. The budget surplus is another means by which government
spending is restricted and excuses can be found to further cut back social
welfare, slash the public sector and hand over government responsibilities
for services and infrastructure to the private sector.

The government is more concerned with pleasing big business, the
financial sector and private ratings agencies than protecting the interests
of the Australian people.

Economically flawed

Government forecasts of a continuing mining boom and economic
growth are extremely optimistic. Rio Tinto and BHP Billiton recently
announced that they may curb planned investments because the mining
boom is showing signs of ebbing. Developments in the US, Europe and
China are of concern.

Yet the surplus is premised on growth in investment, jobs and in the
economy. In the last budget the government forecast 500,000 new jobs
over the next two years. One year on and the growth is 29,000. Its latest
prediction of job growth of 0.5 percent is well below the expected popula-
tion growth of 1.5 percent. The budget lacks job creation measures.

With a large section of the economy already recessed, the number of
full-time jobs in decline and job growth largely part-time, forecasts for
unemployment look very optimistic.

The Reserve Bank of Australia recognised the contractionary impact
of a budget surplus and cut interest rates accordingly. The 0.5 percent cut
will not be enough to counter the budget’s impact on the economy. Nor
are the few handouts enough to counter the cuts.

The Australian economy needs stimulatory measures and job creation
programs. The people of Australia need services, larger welfare payments
and jobs. There is no contradiction in these demands.

Austerity does not bring prosperity.

Pursuit of battlers

Treasurer Wayne Swan’s constant references to “sharing the mining
boom”, the handouts to various low income groups and promo around
schemes for the aged, disability insurance and dental care are all part of
the pretence that Labor serves the working class. But Swan, Gillard and
Co cannot even bring themselves to use the term “working class”, instead
opting for “working families”.

The commitments to these new schemes are minimal during 2012-13.
There is no evidence to suggest they will ever be adequately funded. Labor
is desperately trying to woo back its former electorate, restore faith and
appear to be more caring than the Coalition parties.

The Opposition claims it is class warfare against business. Unfortunately
it is not. Big business was hardly touched; their next tax cut has been
deferred, not cancelled.

The electorate is looking for real change. Treasurer Swan’s “working
families” will not be fooled by all the rhetoric and deception or declara-
tions of a budget surplus. They will judge this budget and the government
by reality — what is in their pockets, what is on the table, whether they
can pay the electricity bills and the rent, whether they can see a doctor
or find a hospital bed, the education their children receive. On all counts
this is an austerity budget and the Labor government has failed dismally.

PRESS FUND
Cynicism, stupidity and hypocrisy vied for first place in federal
politics last week. PM Julia Gillard declared that opposition leader
Tony Abbott should leave Sydney’s northern suburbs and talk to
some “real families ... in the real world.” Ignoring the struggling
families that can be found in relatively wealthy areas, as well as
those let down in the budget, she insulted every northern suburbs
family, rich or poor, and wrote off her chances in at least two
electorates. Abbott replied that she had “played the class war card”,
but then proudly claimed that his origins were working class!
Unlike these two, The Guardian genuinely supports the working
class, so we suggest you send us in a contribution for the next issue.
Many thanks to the following for their generous contributions this
week:

Bob and Joy Brown $200, Peter Goers $10, MH $400, Mark
Mannion $5, Robert $6, “Round Figure” $17

This week’s total: $638 Progressive total: $2,300
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Victory Day

Lisa Karpova

The 9th of May 1945: The Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics had
roared into Berlin, defeating the
worst scourge the world had ever
seen up until that time. Fascism
was defeated.

This victory was achieved with
the most tremendous of human sac-
rifices. Almost 27 million Soviet men
and women gave their lives selflessly
fighting the fascist tyranny unleashed
by the German Nazi war machine
across the European continent and
beyond.

The Soviet Union was at the
zenith of its power and prestige. A
backward, medieval nation had been
transformed into a world power in
record time with countless victories
yet to come in social progress and
technology.

The Eastern Front

Eight of every ten German sol-
diers were killed on the Eastern front
in epic battles on Soviet territory, the
historic Stalingrad and Kursk battles
for example, that were the turning
points in the direction of the war.
The crushing defeat at Stalingrad
was unmatched in scale, spurring the
Soviet drive towards victory .... In
May 1945 Berlin finally fell.

In addition to enormous human
loss, the war resulted in the

devastation of almost 2,000 Soviet
cities and towns, 70,000 villages and
hamlets, 84,000 schools, 60,000 kilo-
metres of railroad, 40,000 hospitals,
43,000 libraries, 32,000 industrial
plants and 2,500 churches.

The mass industrialisation pro-
gram launched by Stalin gave the
country the capacity to produce
more tanks than the rest of Europe
combined. Factories were moved
eastward, producing war materials
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Even after losing around half its
industry in battles, the USSR was, by
1942, producing over five times more
tanks than Germany. Furthermore,
the industrial model adopted in the
Soviet Union was one in which civil-
ian plants were easily adaptable for
military production.

Siege of Leningrad

Leningrad’s horrific siege was
one of the most lethal in world
history. The siege (blockade) of
Leningrad lasted for 900 days, from
September 8, 1941 until January 27,
1944. Almost three million civilians,
including about 400,000 children,
refused to surrender to German butch-
ery and endured extreme hardships in
the totally encircled city.

Food and fuel were in extremely
short supply, public transport was
not operating and by the winter of
1941-42 there was no heating, no

water, almost no electricity. Food was
very scarce and people were starving
to death.

It is estimated that during the
siege 641,000-800,000 people
died. Most of them were buried in
mass graves, the majority in the
Piskariovskoye Memorial Cemetery,
an imposing, quiet holy resting place
to over 500,000 people and a timeless,
haunting reminder of the heroic deeds
of that hero city.

Few in the west have the proper
appreciation for the Soviet war effort.
However, they cannot detract from the
reality. In the final battle alone, Soviet
casualties were 300,000, with 75,000
killed in action.

On this 67th Anniversary, we
honor and venerate the war heroes
of the Soviet Union to whom we
are forever indebted. It is with both
sadness and pride that we remember
these heroes. The best tribute to them
is to be dedicated to the ideals they
fought for.

We find ourselves again faced
with the same evil forces of fascism
wreaking death, havoc and destruc-
tion in various places. Hopefully,
these forces will be turned back and
defeated by the children, grandchil-
dren and great grandchilren of that
great generation of selfless, coura-
geous heroes.

Pravda.Ru &

Guardian

It is more than10 years since the price of The Guardian
was increased. During that period the costs of produc-
tion and postage have continued to rise. While costs
are kept to an absolute minimum, relying heavily on
the generosity and commitment of volunteers and
employees whose wages are not high, it has reached
a point where we must reluctantly increase the price

of the paper.

The Guardian does not accept paid advertising
from corporations. We advertise many events of work-
ing class, solidarity and other progressive causes for
free as a means of supporting those movements. The
Press Fund is one means by which we attempt to raise

additional funds towards our costs.

The price will rise to $2 as from July 4, the first

issue in the next financial year.

We recognise that by the very nature of our paper
that many of our readers are struggling to make ends

price rise

Annual:
Solidarity $150
Regular $100

Half year:
Solidarity $80
Regular $55

Quarterly:
Solidarity $45
Regular $30

Concession $40

Concession $20

meet. So subscription to The Guardian will be offered
at three rates: Solidarity, Regular and Concession. The
Concession will be at the current rate.

Concession $80 (no increase)

If you don’t already have a subscription, there is

still time to take one out before the price rise. If you
have one, then why not extend it now? &

Meyy Cucssing Competidicon Results 2042

1st Prize Dianne Osland of Newcastle, NSW...... Digital Camera

2" Prize Diane Mackinnon Millmerran, QId........ Art Print

39 Prize Dianne Osland of Newcastle, NSW...... $30 worth from shop@CPA
Sellers Prize Beloyiannis Branch, NSW ............. $30 worth from shop@CPA

SAMSUNG

Congratulations to the winners
Thanks to all our supporters and members who sold or bought tickets
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Budget 2012-13
Headline-grabbing payments
IS not spreading the boom

Bob Briton

Welfare group Anglicare recently
reported that 15 percent of
Australian families are so poor
that they struggle to pay for their
most basic needs. Demand for
charity food parcels is through
the roof. The Gillard government
is spinning its latest social secu-
rity measures as major relief for
battlers and their families. “We
wanted to make sure the benefits of
the boom were spread around the
country,” Families and Community
Services Minister Jenny Macklin
said about a raft of changes to
social security contained in the
federal budget. But while the
Opposition is squawking about
cash handout “bribes” and “class
warfare”, the reality is that many
Australians will continue their
slide into poverty as a result of
the measures.

The attitude of the Coalition is
pure hypocrisy. In government they
were the masters of the opportun-
istically timed cash payment. The
baby bonus was their creation. This
time it is Labor that is delivering the
headline-grabbing payments. Families
with children at primary school will
get $410 a year in two payments and
$820 a year for children in secondary
school. This will replace the education
tax refund that was difficult to access
due to the requirement to present
receipts.

Families receiving family tax
benefit part A will get a boost of $600
if their combined income is below
$78,000. Those earning between
$78,000 and $112,000 will get $200.
Couples with school age children in
the latter income bracket should be
about $1,500 better off after July
next year when the benefits are added
to the “clean energy advance” — the
compensation being given for cost of
living increases expected as monopo-
lies pass on the cost of the carbon tax
to consumers.

These are Labor’s very modest
“winners” out of the budget. The

biggest losers are the unemployed (a
growing group in spite of the latest
misleading figures) and sole parent
families. The government resisted
strong lobbying from a wide range
of groups to increase the Newstart
payment by $50 per week. Instead, the
unemployed will get a $210 cash pay-
ment in two instalments from March
and September next year. Employment
Minister Bill Shorten imagines the
sums will help the recipients meet the
cost of car repairs, appliance replace-
ment or higher than expected bills.

“The rate of Newstart remains
$130 below the poverty line,” WA
Greens Senator Rachel Siewert told
the media. “The newly announced
$210 supplement payment for
Newstart equated to a rise of only $4 a
week ... Itis an insult to unemployed
Australians.”

A small dose of good news is that
claimants of Newstart do not have to
wait 13 weeks while they run down
any decent savings they might have. A
savings threshold of $5,000 for singles
without children and $10,000 for all
other applicants has now been estab-
lished. Other thresholds have headed
south. Family tax benefit A will now
cut out when children reach 18 years
of age. Itis currently 21 years and was
25 years under Howard.

The hardest hit by the “tough
love” measures from the government
were sole parents. Labor claims its
decision to bump single parents
off the parenting payment and onto
Newstart when children turn eight
is to stop the growth of inter-gener-
ational unemployment. Income for
about 100,000 sole parents will take a
$60 a week nosedive. Parents moved
onto the dole will only lose 40c out
of every dollar earned above the $62
a fortnight limit for income from
employment rather than the usual
50c. That is the “sweetener” for the
massive pay cut. Big deal!

The swipe at sole parent benefit
recipients panders to the prejudices
fanned by the tabloid media and radio
shock jocks. It doesn’t respond to the
reality of people currently receiving

The hardest hit by the “tough love” measures from the government were sole parents.

the benefit. The Australian noted last
week that almost half of single par-
ent benefit recipients — 55,646 out of
122,630 — already have paid work.

“These are the families who will
be particularly hurt by the budget
changes,” Welfare Rights president
Maree O’Halloran said. “To make
ends meet, many parents will have to
reconsider their housing options and
try to work even more hours, if they
can get them. All of this will be while
they are trying to care for children.”

Australia’s most financially vul-
nerable families will pay the biggest
price for the much-hyped budget
surplus. This was not a Robin Hood
budget. It clobbers and bullies the
battlers in the community so that the
government can be seen to be honour-
ing its promise to be as neo-liberal
in its fiscal policy as the Abbott-led
Coalition. &
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Greens get
dental reform

In the lead up to the Budget
Greens Christine Milne and
Richard Di Natale success-
fully negotiated an overhaul of
Australia’s dental system.

“This is the most important
dental reform in a generation, it
couldn’t have happened without
the Greens in the balance of power
—and it couldn’t have happened
without you keeping Denticare on
the national agenda with passionate
public support,” the Greens told its
supporters.

A package of dental reforms
that they negotiated with the
government will help people get
dental treatment faster and get the
workforce ready for a national
scheme.

The reforms mean:

* $345.9 million for a public dental
waiting list blitz, to help the
400,000 Australians on public
waiting lists get treatment faster;

e The Chronic Dental Disease
Scheme will be saved from
Budget cuts, until we can develop
a comprehensive national scheme
with the government to replace it;

 $158.6 million to train more
dentists and oral health therapists,

and help dental professionals set
up practices in rural areas; and,

* $10.5 million to promote good
oral health.

The Greens members said
that this package is exactly the
outcome needed to start Australia
on the road to Denticare. The next
steps by the Greens and supporters
are already being taken and will
continue in the coming months.
There will be negotiations with the
government to design a scheme to
help Australians access the dental
care they need. "We’re all going to
need to keep the campaign going
to get the best outcome from those
negotiations: bringing dental care
into Medicare at last,” said Richard
Di Natale.

“The 1.6 million of you who
voted us into the balance of power
gave us the leverage we needed
to get the government to commit
to dental health in our agreement.
Since then a groundswell of public
support, one of the biggest we’ve
seen, has backed Denticare every
step of the way.

“Together, we’ve secured major
steps along the road to solving
Australia’s dental crisis.” &

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund
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Perth
Richard Titelius

This year’s May Day march had the theme, “Working for secure jobs, and
a better future.”

The 4,000 unionists and their supporters who marched through the
Fremantle Central Business District were orderly though colourful

and friendly. There were the usual large numbers of militant workers
at the front of the parade from those unions who marched under the
Union Solidarity banner: the Maritime Union of Australia, Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union and the Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union.

Maritime Union of Australia State Secretary Chris Cain addressed the
march on route.

The rear of the march was noisy with the Working Voices Choir and the
more active and radical elements of the social and political groups in
Western Australia such as the Occupy Movement, Refugee Rights Action
Network and the Socialist Alliance.

Upon the return of the marchers to the Fremantle Esplanade there
was a speech from incoming ACTU national secretary Dave Oliver about
unions needing to be vigilant in the defence of penalty rates and other
conditions against employers keen to maintain or increase their profit
margins and return on investments to shareholders. Following the
speech, Unions WA secretary Simone McGurk announced the order of
entertainment for the afternoon for adults and children and that MUA’s
Chris Cain would address his members further in the Solidarity tent.

The music played on and union solidarity, activism and militancy
adjourned to the Solidarity tent.

Melbourne

Hundreds of unionists and workers rallied through the streets of
Melbourne to mark international workers’ day. The procession, led by a
team of bagpipe players, wound its way through the main streets of the
city centre before concluding at Trades Hall.

The May Day march, now in its 118th year, is when workers’ wins,
struggles and efforts to achieve better deals for workers are highlighted.

Melbourne May Day committee president John Speight said the
traditional day was an opportunity to pay tribute to the pioneers who
played a part in improving working conditions.

“This state was the first state and first country that got the shorter
hours in 1856,” Mr Speight said.

“This is part of a celebration of those victories and also bringing people
together for the fights coming on.”

The main theme of this year’s march was on workers’ right to strike.

Adelaide

Numbers were up at the May Day Rally in Adelaide on Saturday. The
theme was “Workers’ rights are human rights” and was taken up by CPA
State Secretary Bob Briton who spoke about his recent experiences in
Colombia (see centre pages) and Western Saharan union activist, Malak
Amidane. A very musical and vocal crowd marched from Victoria Square
to the Torrens Parade Ground.

The May Day dinner drew record numbers to hear retired High Court
Judge Michael Kirby. Long time East Timor and trade union activist Andy
Alcock was the recipient of this year’s Spanner Award for services to the
spirit of May Day. Arthur Mortimer’s name was added to the Workers’
Memorial in Port Adelaide at a well-attended ceremony on Sunday.

Brisbane

Union members from across the state gathered for the annual Labour
Day march in Brisbane city.

The Queensland Council of Unions said about 20,000 people marched in
the parade from the city to the RNA showgrounds at Bowen Hill.

Labour Day events were well attended across the state.

Sydney
The CPA's stall at the May Day celebration in Sydney.
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Public health group slams
Newcastle coal loader proposal

Peter Mac

A group of public health profes-
sionals have prepared a critical
report on proposed construction
of the Port Waratah Coal Services
Terminal 4 (T4) loader dock in
Newcastle, which would handle
more than one third of Newcastle’s
coal exports.

Construction of T4 is crucial
to the mining companies’ plans to
increase coal exports from Newcastle
to 331 million tonnes per annum,
which would triple coal train move-
ments to and from Newcastle, posing
major health risks from noise and
atmospheric pollution for residents.

More than 30 towns or suburbs
between Newcastle and Narrabri
would be affected. Some towns would
experience 108,000 train pass-bys
each year (39,344 going to or from
T4), one every 4.9 minutes, and 135
nightly pass-bys between 11 pm and
7am (32 added by T4).

The existing rail noise already
exceeds 40 decibels, the 2009
European standard for night time
noise. The environmental assessment
prepared for the T4 proponents admits
that 60 decibels will be experienced
at night up to 370 metres from the
tracks. That’s enough to cause chronic
sleep disturbance, which is associated
with increasing heart rate, cardiovas-
cular illness, hormone level changes,
insomnia, increased medicine use,
fatigue, accidents, reduced perform-
ance, depression and mental illness.

A flawed assessment

The group maintains that the
assessment failed to allow for the
cumulative impact of fugitive coal
dust emissions. The assumed noise
impact zone was only 20 metres from
rail tracks, but should have been 300
metres. The assessment disregarded
diesel pollution from train engines
returning to mine sites, residual
coal dust in unloaded wagons and
emissions from coal dust track rail
accumulations.

The assessment failed to deal with
risks arising from short-term exposure
to diesel exhaust. Diesel exhaust
is classified as a probable human
carcinogen. A study of Sydney’s
M4 tunnel linked diesel exhaust to
increased risks of asthma, chronic
pulmonary disease and influenza, and
to respiratory problems for healthy
people who use the tunnel every day
for one or two years.

Nor did the assessment examine
impacts on the health of vulnerable
groups, including children, aged
care residents, and people suffering
respiratory and cardiovascular dis-
ease. Low income earners and the
elderly, who predominate in many
areas affected by the T4 proposal, are
particularly vulnerable.

The health care report stated:
“The (assessment’s) review was at
best superficial and distorted the
findings of several studies that were
cited.” For example, to support the
argument that coal dust does not cause
cancer the assessment cited a National
Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health study. However, that study
actually states: "Lung cancer has
been suspected to arise in coal miners
because of their exposure to crystal-
line silica dust, which is a Group 1
carcinogen”. Another study rejected
by the assessment but supported by
the group associated coal mining with
heart, respiratory and kidney disease,
as well as birth defects.

The group cast doubt on the
assessment’s assumptions regarding
emissions of coal dust during coal
loading. The anticipated weather con-
ditions were based on 2010 weather
patterns, but Hunter Valley council
studies found that dry winds, extreme
heat and severe storms along the east
coast are likely to increase, leading to
a rise in emissions.

The assessment assumed that
best possible coal handling practices
would prevail, making no allow-
ance for uncontrolled emissions
from human error. It cited emission
control measures at other industrial

MUA 46-54 Ireland St
West Melbourne

A night of music and discussion

Film: Violeta by Andrés Wood

A film about the life of Violeta Parra, a Chilean folk singer,
best known for her song “Gracias a la Vida”.
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sites — including the infamous Orica
plant, which has been plagued by the
release of toxic fumes!

A global impact

The health care group points to
the global impact of increased coal
exports from T4 for coal-fired power
generation. The group’s report states:

“T4 provides the necessary condi-
tions for burning 120 Mtpa (millions
tonnes per annum) of black coal,
producing 298.6 tonnes of CO2 or
55 percent of Australia’s current
emissions, and almost twice NSW’s
total emissions. (That) is about 60
percent of the CO2 ... added to the
atmosphere in 2010 beyond the 2009
levels. This is a significant contribu-
tion to the health damaging effects of
global warming ... produced through
greenhouse gases.

“... the public health costs of
treating disease caused by coal-
fired electricity is between 0.8 and
5.6 times the value of the electric-
ity produced. ... (The) Australian
Academy of Technological Sciences
and Engineering estimates that the
monetary costs of damages to health
due to the pollution from coal- fired
power stations in Australia is $2.6
billion per annum, or $13/MWh
(megawatt hour).

“The T4 coal is destined to be
burned in foreign countries and we
are concerned that the health burden
will fall on the population of these
countries. The 120mt (million tons)
of T4 coal when burned will create
costs associated with pollution dam-
age to human health of $11.7 billion.”

Community opposition

The health care group maintains
that the T4 proposal should be subject
to a comprehensive health impact
assessment, with the participation of
health professionals and community
representatives, and that sound barri-
ers should meanwhile be constructed
along rail routes. The mining corpo-
rations are certain to oppose these
recommendations, implementation
of which would reduce profits and
delay the T4 project — and might
even derail it.

Fearing widespread opposition to
their operations, the corporations are
operating as fast as possible. Huge
open-cut mines are being hacked into
the beautiful Hunter landscape. The
fertile ground is cracking or subsid-
ing because of underground mining
operations. Surface and groundwater
resources are in jeopardy.

Many retirees who have moved
to the Hunter find that their homes
are within mining exploration lease
areas, and that they could end up next
to new open-cut mines or coal seam
gas extraction facilities. If they decide
to sell up and move elsewhere they’re
likely to find that the value of their
properties has plummeted because
of falling demand for real estate in
their area.

It’s not surprising that Hunter
Valley residents are rising in revolt.
The Newcastle health care group’s
report on the T4 proposal is of major
importance in opposing the T4 pro-
posal and the wider ambitions of the
rapacious mining industry.
Contributors to the report by
the Newcastle public health
professionals’ group are doctors
Nick Higginbotham, Ben Ewald,
Graeme Horton, John Hall,

Abul Hasnat Milton, and
Mark McEvoy. &
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Centrelink is not renowned for its kindness to its clients. It
is not that the people who work there are cruel — it is the sys-
tem which they are part of that is punitive. Financial penalties
imposed for non-compliance with complex Centrelink rules mean
that the most vulnerable members of society are the ones pun-
ished by having their welfare payments cut off. Indigenous
Australians account for only 10 percent of job-seekers but a
quarter of the financial penalties imposed by Centrelink are
on Indigenous people. In the three months to December last
year, more Aboriginal people were forced off the dole than
other groups according to figures from the Department of
Education, Employment and Workplace Relations. There
are a number of practical reasons why Indigenous jobseek-
ers are more likely to have problems dealing with Centrelink.
Remoteness is a real challenge. Unreliable mail and lack of
transport, combined with communication and language and liter-
acy problems makes it very difficult to engage with the system.

A new medium security prison will be built in Victoria, presumably
to cope with the growing numbers of Victorians jailed. It is to be
privately run. Victoria spends more on prisoners per day than any
other Australian mainland jurisdiction at $257. It also has a high-
er proportion of prisoners in private jails than anywhere else in
Australia. Many campaigners believe that the state is more inter-
ested in profit than welfare. Compare the $35 per day a NewStart
recipient gets to $257 a day the state will be paying for keeping a
person in jail. Does not make sense. Instead of investing into pub-
lic facilities and people, the state prefers to invest into private jails.

The Vanuatu government last week issued a statement say-
ing the Australian Federal Police had 24 hours to close its
liaison office otherwise its officers would face arrest for fail-
ing to follow the Vanuatu government’s decision. The decision
followed a diplomatic row over the arrest of a senior aide
to Vanuatu's Prime Minister in Sydney at the end of April.
Clarence Matae was travelling with the Prime Minister en
route to Israel for a state visit when he was arrested and
transferred to Brisbane. There he was charged with conspir-
ing to defraud the Commonwealth. The Vanuatu government
had not been advised about the impending arrest and while
in Australia the official delegation was not treated the way it
should have been according to diplomatic norms and custom.
It is not surprising that all sides of politics in Vanuatu respond-
ed angrily over the way Australian officials handled the matter.
Mr Sato Kilman, Vanuatu Prime Minister, told the local paper

that the arrest was “kidnap and breach of diplomatic protocol”.




6 Magazine

Rights dragged from

the grasp of the ruling class
Speech by Bob Briton to May Day rally Adelaide May 5, 2012

Comrades and friends, I am a member of
the SA May Day Collective, the Communist
Party of Australia and the International
Network in Solidarity with Colombia’s
Political Prisoners. It was in these latter
capacities that | was invited to attend two
events this year — the first was an interna-
tional forum on the situation of Colombia’s
estimated 9,500 political prisoners.

Colombia is a beautiful, contradictory coun-
try but the subject of many appalling statistics
like the one I’ve mentioned — 9,500 political
prisoners. You probably know that Colombia
is the most dangerous place in the world to be
a trade unionist, but that is just the start. It has
over four million people internally displaced
by the unimaginable, most depraved violence
being inflicted against rural communities by
paramilitaries and the regular army acting in the
interests of transnational corporations includ-
ing, from time to time, Australian based ones.

Comrades, we are meeting here today and
enjoying the simple democratic right to gather
and speak our mind. Unless | am very much
mistaken, we are not about to be attacked by
the police with tear gas and baton charges.
However, | am under no illusions about this
achievement. That right was dragged from
the grasp of our ruling class and it has cost us
dearly as a people to preserve that right. If you
have any doubts about that in this day and age,
just ask Ark Tribe and the CFMEU about the
struggle they’ve had with the ABCC and the
push to crush their union!

When | was in Colombia | was reminded
to what extremes wealthy elites are prepared
to go to preserve their privileges. In February,
our group of international delegates was issued
a death threat to leave the country. Armed
men paraded through the hotel where we were
staying. When | returned for the launch of
a new social and political movement called
the Patriotic March, the main rally of around
100,000 people was hemmed in by a contingent
of 20,000 police in riot gear, equipped with
water cannon and all sorts of other methods of
crowd control.

Buses were prevented from coming into
the capital city of Bogota. A union leader was
kidnapped by the military and has not been seen
since. The leader of the cane cutters union was
assassinated shortly after the Patriotic March.
So was a former member of the group of body-
guards of the editor of the weekly publication of
the Communist Party, Carlos Lozano. Comrades
I work on the collective of the CPA’s weekly
newspaper, The Guardian. The idea that the edi-
tor of our paper would ever need a bodyguard
blows my mind. The fact that a person taking
up such responsibilities would be murdered out
of sheer political hatred sickens me. But that is
the reality in Colombia.

For part of my time in Colombia | accompa-
nied a recently released political prisoner Liliany
Obando so that she could go to appointments
in the city with a lesser risk that she would be
attacked or abducted by paramilitary forces.
She and her family have had death threats, been
followed by unknown persons and Liliany lives
with the prospect that the regime will concoct
another charge of aiding left wing guerrillas in
the country and drag her back to prison. This
is one of the main ways opposition voices are
silenced in what is supposed to be the oldest
democracy in Latin America.

Bob Briton at the Colombia Behind Bars forum earlier this year.

Comrades, | owe a great debt of gratitude to
the people of Colombia and its left and progres-
sive forces. When | was there | saw masses of
people putting their fear behind them. Thirty
years ago, a movement uniting the left called
the Patriotic Union was founded. It was very
successful but the regime launched a massive
attack on the movement. Over 3,000 members
were murdered in what is now recognised as a
political genocide. Today the Patriotic March is
taking up the same demands for social justice,
sovereignty, a political solution to the armed
and social conflict in the country and freedom
for the political prisoners. Their resourcefulness
and energy and courage are amazing.

But they also made me see very clearly the
monster they are grappling with is the same one
we are facing. The exploitation and repression
are starker but the processes are the same. In
Colombia land is grabbed for transnational
corporations by packs of thugs attacking peasant
farmers with chain saws. Here remote Aboriginal
communities are forced through humiliation and
neglect to leave their land. In Colombia, union
leaders are shot dead. Here unions are hemmed
in and neutralised by legislation that threatens
to bankrupt them.

It’s not surprising that because the class
struggle is waged with such ferocity that the
masses of Colombians are more politically
aware than Australians. They are shedding their
illusions about the two-party parliamentary
system faster than us. They are clearer that the
underlying problem they face is capitalism and
that they must unite to achieve socialism. This
step in the development of the labour movement
is inevitable and it faces us today. If ever we are
going to break from the ridiculous choice of “the
lesser of two evils”, we will have to unite left
and progressive forces to break the hold of the
capitalist ruling class on political power. That’s
what the people of Colombia are doing and,
comrades, that’s what we should be doing. &

Colombians are more politically aware than Australians.
They are shedding their illusions about the two-party
parliamentary system faster than us. They are clearer
that the underlying problem they face is capitalism

and that they must unite to achieve socialism.

THE HAMMER SONG

If I had a hammer, I'd hammer in the morning,

I'd hammer in the evening all over this land;

I'd hammer out danger, I'd hammer out a warning,

I'd hammer out a love between my brothers and sisters
All over this land.

If I had a bell, I'd ring it in the morning,

I'd ring it in the evening all over this land;

I'd ring out danger, I'd ring out a warning,

I'd ring a love between my brothers and sisters
All over this land.

If I had a song, I'd sing it in the morning,

I'd sing it in the evening all over this land;

I'd sing out danger, I'd sing out a warning,

I'd sing out a love between my brothers and sisters
All over this land.

Well, I got a hammer and | got a bell,

And | got a song to sing all over this land;

It's the hammer of justice, it's the bell of freedom,

It's the song about a love between my brothers and my sisters
All over this land.

Lee Hays & Pete Seeger

The Guardian

Photo: Kevin Neish — Conference Delegate — Canada
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Generics under threat
Can India still supply cheap medicines for the world?

For millions of poor and sick
people around the world, the
Indian pharmaceutical industry
has been something of a life-saver,
thanks to its capacity to produce
cheap generic versions of expensive
patented drugs. However, some
recent developments are threaten-
ing to undermine India’s role as the
pharmacy of the developing world.
Martin Khor explains.

India may be more famous for the
Taj Mahal, its religious ceremonies,
Bollywood films and one of the high-
est economic growth rates in recent
years. But more than all these, India
has had a positive worldwide impact
through its large supplies of low-
cost, good-quality generic medicines.
Millions of lives have been saved or
prolonged by this.

Many people go to India to buy
life-saving generic medicines from
pharmacy shops and bring these back
in suitcases to give to close relatives
who cannot afford the expensive
branded original products.

A decade ago, an Indian company
Cipla produced HIV/AIDS generic
medicines that could treat a patient
for $300 a year, far cheaper than the
branded product’s cost of $10,000 a
patient a year. Today, the Indian drug
cost has been cut further to below $80.

This has enabled millions more
AIDS patients to be treated. India
supplies 70 percent of the HIV/AIDS
medicines obtained by UNICEF, the
Global Fund and Clinton Foundation
for developing countries.

And 75-80 percent of medicines
(not only for AIDS) distributed by the
International Dispensary Association
to developing countries come from
India. No wonder India has been
termed the pharmacy of the develop-
ing world.

Obstacles

In January the Indian Drug
Manufacturers’ Association (IDMA),
which has 700 drug companies as

members, celebrated its 50th anni-
versary. There was much to celebrate,
including the industry’s high growth,
wide range of medicines and its con-
tribution to good affordable drugs.

But there are also many factors
that may hinder the continuation of
the companies’ role as chief supplier
of medicines for developing countries.

A main factor of the industry’s
success has been the Indian govern-
ment’s move in 1970 to exclude
pharmaceutical drugs from product
patenting. This paved the way for
local companies to produce generic
versions of the expensive foreign
medicines and within a few decades
they had taken over 80 percent of the
local market, while also supplying
cheap medicines abroad.

The situation took a negative turn
when the intellectual property agree-
ment known as TRIPS was established
in 1995 together with the World Trade
Organisation. It disallowed countries
from excluding medicines from
patentability.

However, the TRIPS Agreement
allowed countries to determine the
criteria for an invention that can be
granted a patent, and governments to
grant a compulsory licence to local
companies to produce the patented
products if the latter’s requests to
patent owners for a voluntary licence
do not succeed.

To implement its TRIPS obliga-
tions, India passed changes to its
patent law in 2005 so that medicines
could now be patented. However,
the new law also contained the flex-
ibilities such as strict criteria for
patentability (trivial changes to a
patent-expired product would not
qualify for a new patent), allowance
for public opposition to a patent
application before a decision is made,
and compulsory licensing.

India has one of the best patent
laws in the world in terms of giving
some space to its producers to make
generic medicines. But it is also true

that the old policy space has been
eroded because many new drugs
since 2005 have been patented by
multinational companies which are
selling them at exorbitant prices.

Indian companies can no longer
make their own generic versions of
these new medicines unless they suc-
cessfully apply to the government for
compulsory licences - which is quite
cumbersome - or unless they obtain
a licence from the patent-owning
multinational, and that usually comes
with stringent conditions especially
for export.

Another worry is that India is
currently negotiating a free trade
agreement with the European Union.
Such agreements usually contain pro-
visions, such as data exclusivity and
extension of the patent term, which
prevent or hinder generic production.

Finally, six Indian companies

have recently been bought up by large
foreign firms. If this trend continues,
the Indian pharmaceutical market may
be dominated by multinationals again.
It is uncertain whether they will con-
tinue to supply the developing world
with cheap generic medicines when
this may be in conflict with their own
branded products.

International health organisa-
tions such as UNAIDS, UNITAID
and Doctors Without Borders have
raised serious concerns that these
recent trends may threaten India’s
role as the chief supplier of afford-
able medicines to African and other
developing countries.

“Millions will die if India can-
not produce the new HIV/AIDS
medicines in future, it is a matter of
life and death,” said Michel Sidibe,
UNAIDS executive director, during
a visit to India last year.

Thus, a strategy that involves the
government and the drug companies
is needed to ensure that the local
pharmaceutical industry continues to
thrive, that it produces not only the
existing medicines but also the new
medicines even if they are patented,
and that they are supplied at afford-
able prices not only in India but in the
rest of the developing world.

That was a sobering message that
emerged at the 50th anniversary con-
ference of the Indian drug association,
even in the midst of congratulations
on the achievements of the past.
Martin Khor is Executive
Director of the South Centre, an
intergovernmental policy think-
tank of developing countries,
and former Director of the Third
World Network.
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Awards for criminals

Felicity Arbuthnot

“You fasten the triggers for others to fire,
Then you sit back and watch,
When the death count gets higher.
You hide in your mansion
As young people’s blood
Flows out of their bodies
And is buried in mud.”
(“Masters of War", Bob Dylan)

Humanitarian Awards are surely
taking on a whole new meaning.
The end of April brought the
obscenity of the announcement
that Madeleine Albright, a woman
prepared to sacrifice children by
proxy was to be awarded America’s
highest honour, the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, for her role as
a long time champion of democracy
and human rights all over the
world.

In the same 24 hours, an
announcement was made that
Britain’s Prince Harry is to receive
a special award for his “humanitar-
ian work.”

The “Distinguished
Humanitarian Leadership” award:
“recognises outstanding achieve-
ment” and is presented annually by
the Atlantic Council. Prince Harry

and his brother, Prince William,
have been jointly nominated,

with Prince Harry travelling to
Washington to accept on behalf of
both, on May 7.

Madeleine Albright’s latest
honour for her services to human-
ity has been awarded to others who
compete admirably with her dedi-
cation. They include such peerless
war mongers as Henry Kissinger
and Donald Rumsfeld, General
Colin Powell, whose pack of lies
to the United Nations (February
2003) initiated Iraq’s destruction
—and former UK Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, whose offices and
officers provided those lies.

That human dove of peace,
Dick Cheney has been a recipi-
ent, as has his Israeli counterpart,
Shimon Perez and General Norman
“No one left to kill” Schartzkopf,
to name a few.

Fellow recipient of the Award
with Albright is Bob Dylan. Funny
world.

Prince William and Harry
are both in the armed forces
(between social engagements).

In a career move that has been
dubbed by many “a cynical PR
stunt,” William flies Naval Rescue

helicopters. Seemingly it no longer
looks good for a future king to Kill
people. Harry clearly faces no such
trying constraints.

Deployed to Helmand
Province, Afghanistan, in 2007, he
reportedly lurked safely, deep in
a bunker, out of harms way, sur-
rounded by a phalanx of armed
Royal Protection Officers whilst
playing at being a Forward Air
Controller, who remotely (in all
senses of the word) guides in air-
craft to attack the locals.

There is not only irony, but a
terrible deviance, about a supreme-
ly privileged young man, whose
entire upbringing has been in
palaces, castles and the most elite
of schools, calling in aircraft to
destroy peasant farmers, in remote,
poverty stricken villages — along
with their subsistence livelihood
and simple adobe homes.

There is a further irony in that
his “child within” knows loss. At
13 he walked behind his mother,
Princess Diana’s coffin, as it was
transported for her funeral, after
her death in Paris in an appalling
car crash, with her Muslim lover —
some say fiancée — Dodi al Fayad.

Freud might have had

something to say of his display
of crusading contempt for the
people of Afghanistan — 99 per-
cent Muslim population — just
before he was hurriedly whisked
out of the country for his safety
in January 2008, once the media
had exposed that he was there. His
attitude, “day job” and his fleeing
are beneath contempt. If Albright
sacrificed children by proxy, the
Prince, arguably, killed them by
proxy.

Back home he and his brother
have their own households, with
flunkies to provide, and an aristo-
cratic titled adviser to oversee all
the details of their lives.

Now his delayed return to
Afghanistan, to hone his killing
skills, is seeming more imminent.
He will be more hands-on, having
been awarded his Apache Flying
Badge, so he can return and dissect
living beings from an air borne,
mass human shredder of obscene
and terrifying destructive power.

That the two Princes have
established a charity to aid needy
children in Africa, whilst Harry
has been involved in orphaning,
maiming and ending fledgling lives
in Afghanistan, and now returning,

is surely a near schizophrenic
perversity.

The Atlantic Council presen-
tation for the pair’s humanitar-
ian endeavours, however, is “for
efforts in championing” other
soldiers involved in invading and
killing in two decimated lands
which posed no threat to anyone,
let alone far away Britain and
America.

Prince Harry, “is being rec-
ognised (with The Distinguished
Humanitarian Leadership trin-
ket) for support to charities like
Walking With The Wounded, ABF
The Soldiers’ Charity and Help For
Heroes.” All of which are funded
with the sort of moneys which
would help the maimed, destitute
and traumatised in the countries
the charities’ beneficiaries have
helped destroy, back to normality
for many years.

A St James’s Palace spokes-
person commented, “Prince Harry
will use the award to pay tribute
to British and American veterans’
charities for their achievements in
helping to rehabilitate wounded.”
Pravda.ru &
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Back-pedalling in France

Mike Whitney

Francois Hollande hasn’t even
been sworn into office and already
he’s back-pedalling on his cam-
paign promises. Here’s the story
from Reuters:

“France’s Socialist president-
elect Francois Hollande may use a
summer audit of state finances to
water down his generous campaign
promises rather than risk a backlash
from financial markets against stub-
bornly high deficits and rising debt.

“Advisers say he could even
freeze some spending if the review
turns up any nasty surprises, sooth-
ing investors who are worried he has
become the figurehead for a fight
against German-imposed austerity in
the euro zone.” (“France’s Hollande
may roll back spending promises”,
Reuters)

Hollande, who narrowly defeated
Nicolas Sarkozy in the general elec-
tion, has promised to renegotiate the
EU’s notorious “fiscal pact” and to
push a “pro growth” agenda to off-
set the effects of austerity measures
which have thrust much of the con-
tinent back into recession. He now
appears to be reversing his position
in an effort to placate the markets.

Reuters again: “We will dis-
cover the reality and strike a balance
between fostering growth and making
the necessary efforts to reduce the
debt.” said Jean-Marc Ayrault, the
Socialists” parliamentary leader.

Wait a minute. How do you
“foster growth”, which requires more
public spending, while “reducing
the debt”, which means increasing
spending cuts? The two are mutu-
ally exclusive. And why is reducing
the debt even on the agenda? Wasn’t
Hollande’s entire campaign based on
repudiating austerity?

Yes, it was, but now he’s follow-
ing in Sarkozy’s footsteps and looking
for ways to shrink government by
intensifying cuts to social programs.

And what’s the first program
on Hollande’s hit-list? Why social
security, of course. There’s no better
way to endear oneself to big finance
than by taking the crusts out of old
people’s mouths.

Reuters: “Advisors are pressing
him to pare back spending in certain
areas, particularly the deficit-ridden

Francois Hollande.

social security system ... .”

This is worse than anyone had
imagined. Hollande has already
figured out how to shrug off his
campaign promises while launching
a broadside on vital social programs.
It’s the double whammy! And there’s
more, too. The new French president
is “planning reforms to improve
France’s flagging competitiveness” ...
which means that he’ll be hectoring
the trade unions for concessions on
wages and benefits.

The Reuters article casts doubt
on the other progressive planks in
Hollande’s platform, too, like his
promise to force the banks to separate
their investment and savings business-
es, or his promise to tax millionaires
at a higher rate (75 percent), or his
promise to hire another 60,000 public
employees during his first term. Is he
really planning to follow through on
these commitments or was it all just
political grandstanding?

Hollande also promised to balance
the budget in his first term. That’s
going to make things a lot rougher
on working people. When the govern-
ment cuts costs during a recession,
net-spending declines, unemployment

soars, activity plunges, and consumers
crawl back into their shells. This is
how short-sighted policymakers turn
a cyclical downturn into a full-blown
Depression. Is that what Hollande
wants?

Hollande’s “pro-growth” agenda
is also a bunch of baloney. While his
allies in the European Commission
may provide 10 or 15 billion for
infrastructure projects in recession-
stricken countries, there won’t be the
kind of massive countercyclical fiscal
stimulus that you’d need to ignite a
strong recovery. Besides, the Euro
Zone’s managers oppose Keynesian
pump-priming because it interferes
with their main objective which is
to shrink the size of government by
cutting off the revenue bloodflow
(starve the beast). So far, all signs
indicate that Hollande will assist in
this project.

But if Hollande is not really
interested in the welfare of working
people, then how did he nab the top-
spot on the Socialist Party ticket?

That’s easy. It’s because the
Socialist Party in France is a big
sham just like the Democratic Party
in the US. Neither party represents the

Key step for Middle East peace

Lee Dlugin

The most volatile tinderbox area of
the world where the danger of war
exists is the Middle East. The key
to peace and stability in the region
is the establishment of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state. In 1947
when the United Nations General
Assembly voted to establish the
state of Israel, they also voted to
establish an independent Palestine
alongside Israel. That decision has
never been carried out. Until the
Palestinian state is established the
region will remain unstable.

The basis for peace and peace-
ful relations among all nations is
mutual respect and coexistence
even though social, economic
and political systems may differ.
However a precondition for this
system of relations in the Middle
East is the establishment of a free,
independent and equal Palestinian
state, a state which will be an equal
partner in this system of relations.

In the 21st century, war is not
the solution to solving differences.

Sharp differences exist between
the imperialist countries and Iran
around nuclear questions. It is
imperative that these differences
be solved through diplomacy. This
is the lesson of the rush to war in
Irag. The US invasion was based
on the lie that Iraq had or would
imminently have weapons of mass
destruction

The same type of unfounded
claim is being made in relation to
Iran by Israel and US imperial-
ism — that Iran is preparing to make
nuclear weapons. Iran says they are
using enriched uranium for peace-
ful nuclear power. No international
inspectors have ever found evi-
dence to the contrary.

The fact is that Iran is a
signatory to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, and Israel,
which possesses several hundred
nuclear weapons, has refused to
sign this treaty.

Israel is threatening pre-emptive
strikes against Iran. Additionally,
crippling sanctions which are doing
severe harm to the people have

been placed on Iran, led by the US
and US naval warships threaten-
ingly patrol the area.

A “pre-emptive” strike against
Iran would probably bring about
a widespread conflagration in the
region with devastating human
and economic results for people
throughout the region. There are no
military solutions.

What is urgently needed is a
nuclear-free zone in the Middle
East with the elimination of
all weapons of mass destruc-
tion under the supervision of the
United Nations. Sanctions against
Iran should be lifted immediately
and diplomatic solutions should
be negotiated. All naval vessels
should be withdrawn from the area.
International commerce should
be allowed to proceed without the
threatening presence of warships.
The right to peaceful existence of
every state in the region must be
guaranteed, including, Israel, Iran
and an independent Palestinian
state.

People’s World &

interests of working people. Here’s a
clip from an article in the Washington
Post that helps to clarify this point:

“The men and women who are
elbowing for senior posts in Francois
Hollande’s new French government
reflect a range of political trajectories.
But one thing they share is Hollande’s
view of socialism as free-market
social democracy — a pragmatic
ideology in which nationalisations,
clenched fists and the hammer and
sickle are things of the past.

“As a result, analysts here say,
the policies that Hollande will fol-
low when he takes over as president
on Tuesday are unlikely to disrupt
Europe’s political and economic
systems or upset France’s relations
with the United States.” (“French
cabinet hopefuls share Francois
Hollande’s pragmatic view of social-
ism”, Washington Post)

How do you like that? No garish
“hammer and sickle” for M Hollande

and his coterie of free market carpet-
baggers. Oh no, just plain-old slash
and burn neo-liberalism wrapped up
in a tidy socialist ribbon.

Can you see what’s going on
here? Hollande’s not interested in
change. Not really. He’s just another
triangulating sock-puppet hauling
water for big business. That doesn’t
mean that he won’t try to persuade
Germany to “lighten up” on the aus-
terity thing. He probably will. Not
because it’ll give working people
a lift, but because his fatcat bank
buddies are worried about “skittish”
bondholders. Those are the guys who
really count, not the little people
who run the machines and stock the
shelves. Hollande knows that; he’s no
fool. That’s why he’s never going to
veer too far from the policies set by
his predecessor, because any major
change would piss off the plutocrats.
And we can’t have that!
Counterpunch &

Chaos at the till as
cash trial falters

Louise Nousratpour

Trade unionists have warned that
the future of post offices is under
threat after trials suggested that
Con-Dem outsourcing plans could
wreck vital aspects of the public
service. Under the so-called Post
Office Locals model retail outlets
would be able to deliver some
postal services from their existing
cash desks rather than having to
provide a separate post office area
with dedicated staff.

But a study by Consumer
Focus based on mystery shopping
at more than 100 branches trialling
the model highlighted “widespread
evidence of inconsistent and inac-
curate” product and pricing advice.

More than one in six customers
surveyed by the watchdog said they
could not access a service which
should have been available and
more than a third complained about
lack of privacy.

“This poses a potential risk for
older and vulnerable consumers,
who rely on post offices to access
their cash,” researchers warned.

Consumer Focus chief execu-
tive Mike O’Connor said the new

model had potential benefits such
as longer opening hours and greater
convenience, but he argued changes
were necessary to make it more
reliable.

“Everyone will welcome longer
opening hours, but they would also
expect most core post office serv-
ices to be available.”

Mr O’Connor called for chang-
es including an overhaul of staff
training, stricter monitoring, sup-
port and compliance processes.

Communications Workers’
Union general secretary Billy
Hayes welcomed the report.

“But we are less optimistic that
it can be made to work than the
watchdog,” he said.

“The report confirms our con-
cerns that the locals model threat-
ens the post office network and the
services which communities rely
on.

“High quality post office serv-
ices are unlikely to be delivered by
a retailer whose primary focus is
the quick and efficient sale of his or
her retail products - whether that’s
petrol, cigarettes or groceries.”
Morning Star &
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Cancel the debt,
disengage from the EU

Communist Party of Greece (KKE) statement

The KKE, when it was asked
before the elections, what it would
do in case it received the explora-
tory mandate, clarified honestly
and boldly before the people (with-
out caring about the cost it would
have regarding votes) that it would
immediately return the mandate.
The KKE clarified that it will
not participate in a government
of bourgeois management that
objectively entails an anti-people
way out from the crisis.

It is very well aware of the
position and the practice of other
parties, that none of the proposed
governments, either those in favour
of “negotiation” or those in favour
of the “amendment” and a new
Memorandum can solve the acute
problems, even approach the needs
of the people.

Respecting the institution of the
mandates does not mean that the vari-
ous parties should make exploratory
attempts with hypocritical discussions
and proposals since one or more par-
ties have decided not to participate in
the government as they want a new
round of elections for their own pur-
poses. Why, for instance, did SYRIZA
(Coalition of the Radical Left) not say
from the beginning that it wants a one
party government so as to avoid this
wretched game?

For this reason we asked for elec-
tions, not because elections constitute,
as it is usually said, the culmination of
the people’s intervention, the solution
for the people’s problems but in order
to stop the deception. In any case, we
are heading for elections. Therefore,
the people must be ready to intervene
drawing conclusions from this process
of deception. These are staged games.
But even if they form a government
at the last moment the people should
again be vigilant because elections
will be around the corner.

\We assess at the same time that
each party via the procedure of the
mandates attempted to place at the
centre of the people’s attention new
misleading dilemmas so that if new
elections are held the people will be
trapped in old and modernised dilem-
mas and that the endurance of radical
popular masses will be reduced in the
face of the pressure.

Such dilemmas are:

1. Euro or drachma, despite the
fact that whether with the euro or the
drachma the people will be destitute.

2. Greek or European solution,
despite the fact that the issue will be
determined by the class struggle and
confrontation within Greece first of all
and of course at a European level, not
by negotiations but by strengthening
European labour and the people’s
movement in its struggle against the
EU, in rupture with it.

3. Austerity or development, but
the path of capitalist development
entails austerity in the conditions of
the sharpening capitalist competi-
tion, and sharpening inter-imperialist
contradictions.

4. Right or left, Memorandum or
Anti-memorandum, dilemmas which
will also take on other forms, accord-
ing to the developments, through the
new form of the two poles centre-
right-centre-left. These dilemmas,
for which SYRIZA bears very serious
responsibilities, marginalised and
obscured the real contradictions inside
Greece and the EU.

The real question for the Greek
people is:

Greece — working people, inde-
pendent and freed from European
commitments or a Greece incorpo-
rated in the imperialist EU?

The real contradiction inside
Greece and in the EU is between the
capitalist businesses, the monopoly
businesses and the interests of the

?Q'—-F"\

working class, the self-employed in
the city and countryside, the contra-
diction between the governance of the
people’s power and the power for the
perpetuation of the bourgeois class.

The only patriotic pro-people
position is the unilateral cancella-
tion of the debt, the struggle for the
disengagement from the EU and its
blackmails.

These blackmailing and intimidat-
ing dilemmas are creating the two new
poles of two-party rotation, absolutely
painless for the business groups, and
in the end useful for the EU, as they
all agree with the participation in the

EU and therefore compliance with it.
The people must not reinforce these
two poles with their vote, reproduce
them or support them in any way.

The election battle has begun.
It is an opportunity for the suffering
people to understand that there is a
real danger that the radicalism, which
they demonstrated, that the tendency
to seek an alternative solution will
be subjugated to the illusion of the
“solution here and now”, the lesser
evil, “something better” whatever
that may be.

The people have a major opportu-
nity today to utilise their experience

and not to throw it away in the name
of the crisis, the dilemmas and illu-
sions. The people and the country
need a strong KKE and a movement
fully emancipated from every govern-
mental, employer and EU embrace.
Consequently the vote must serve
the regroupment of the labour move-
ment, the social alliance and this is
the reason why the strengthening of
the KKE is important.

The people will pay a high price
for every retreat from this perspective.
Such a price would be new torments
and disappointments and the loss of
valuable time. &

Extremists ravaging

Tony Cartalucci

A 2007 New Yorker article written
by renowned journalist Seymour
Hersh revealed a plan under the
Bush Administration to organise,
arm, train, and deploy a regional
army of Sunni terrorists, many
with ties directly to Al-Qaeda, in
a bid to destabilise and overthrow
both Syria and Iran. The plan con-
sisted of US and Israeli backing,
covertly funnelled through Saudi
proxies to conceal Washington
and Tel Aviv’s role, in building the
Sunni extremist front.

According to Seymour Hersh’s
2007 article, “The Redirection: Is
the Administration’s new policy
benefiting our enemies in the war
on terrorism?,” Saudi Arabia, a
more credible candidate for openly
interfacing with the militants, open-
ly admitted that it was a danger,
but that they “created it,” therefore
could “control it,” in meetings with
Washington. The plan called for not
only setting up enclaves in nations
neighbouring Syria, including
Lebanon, Jordan, and US-occupied
Iraq, but also for building up the

Muslim Brotherhood, both inside
Syria’s borders and beyond —
including Egypt.

Hersh’s work now holds new
relevance as revelations that indeed
a Sunni-extremist element is behind
the violence in Syria, including
a horrific bombing in Damascus
that has killed scores and injured
hundreds. That these Sunni ele-
ments are openly supported by
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states,
with militants and weapons flow-
ing in from the above mentioned
Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon, just as
planned in 2007, shows clearly that
the US-Israeli-Saudi plan is unfold-
ing just as intended.

As the West feigns shock and
horror over the rise of their Sunni
front, from Egypt to Syria, and
beyond, along with the resurrec-
tion of the Muslim Brotherhood,
who Hersh confirmed was already
benefiting from US and Saudi aid in
2007, it is clear that in reality this is
the fruition of a complex premedi-
tated plan, years in the making.

The accomplices include neo-
conservatives Dick Cheney, Elliott
Abrams, and Zalmay Khalilzad

Syria created by US

—who also serves on the board of
the US State Department’s National
Endowment for Democracy, a chief
facilitator of the “Arab Spring”
destabilisations that brought the
Muslim Brotherhood (purposefully)
back into the Middle East’s politi-
cal landscape after Arab nations
fought difficult battles against

their brand of violent extremism
and anti-secular policies. Martin
Indyk of the State Department
under former President Clinton,
former Ambassador to Israel, and a
director at the corporate-financier
funded think-tank, the Brookings
Institution, was also mentioned in
Hersh’s report, and was a co-author
of the infamous 2009 “Which Path
to Persia?” report, openly declaring
US machinations in bringing down
the Iranian government.

Saudi Arabia’s Prince Bandar
is noted by Hersh as instrumental
in coordinating efforts between
the Saudis, Israel, and the United
States, while the political party
built up around pro-Saudi Lebanese
tycoon Rafic Hariri set the ground-
work in Lebanon for the creation of
a violent Sunni front.

With Sunni-extremists com-
mitting increasingly frequent and
violent atrocities across Syria,
the US and the Western media in
general, has attempted to portray it
as a natural progression of Syria’s
internal conflict — when in reality,
based on Hersh’s report and con-
firmed again more recently as the
source of the rebels’ funding and
support is revealed, it is clearly the
result of this long-planned act of
foreign aggression against Syria,
perpetrated by the US, Israel, Saudi
Arabia, and their Sunni proxies in
the Muslim Brotherhood.

Hersh’s report had warned
of the tragic consequences to be
expected once this Sunni-front had
been unleashed, namely, according
to former CIA agent Robert Baer
in Lebanon, “Sunni Arabs” carry-
ing out a “cataclysmic conflict.”
Baer warned of the need to pro-
tect Christians from a predictable
onslaught by Sunni extremists - an
onslaught now playing out against
Syria’s 10 percent Christian popu-
lation, according to the LA Times’
“Church fears “ethnic cleansing’
of Christians in Homs, Syria,” and

INn 2007

more recently in USA Today’s dis-
torted, but still telling, “Christians
in Syria live in uneasy alliance with
Assad, Alawites.”

Christians are not the only
minorities being targeted by the
US-Israeli-Saudi terrorist front, but
all minorities are as is secularism
itself, being systematically targeted,
as is the case after the NATO-
backed dismemberment of Libya.

As the US State Department,
and the US representative to the
UN, Susan Rice attempt to portray
terrorist violence in Syria as the
fault of Syria’s government for not
yielding to “international” demands
— we must remember that while
they are absolutely correct — it is
not because the Syrian govern-
ment has reaped the consequences
of inciting its own people into
violence. It is instead suffering the
consequences of disobeying foreign
interests who have at their disposal
a vast terrorist army they have been
preparing for years — designed
solely to undermine and depose the
Syrian and Iranian governments.
Information Clearing House &
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Teaching kids to kill
“appalling”

Setting loose 12-year-olds with
knives, bows and arrows sounds
like a scenario pulled from the
script of The Hunger Games,
but in NSW, it could become
all-too real. The government has
proposed changes to the hunting
and gaming regulations to allow
unsupervised pre-teens to roam
the bush shooting animals with
arrows and stabbing them with
knives. Encouraging children to
kill and maim animals is appalling.

Many animals suffer prolonged,
painful deaths when they are injured
by hunters — of any age. Bow hunt-
ers often spend hours tracking the
blood trails of animals — many are
never found. Animals in areas where
hunting takes place have been seen
with gunshot wounds or arrows pro-
truding from their necks, flanks and

shoulders; they can suffer for weeks
before succumbing to their injuries.
It is also not uncommon for panicked
and wounded animals to run wildly
onto highways, posing grave risks to
commuters.

Parents who want their children to
grow up to be kind, honourable adults
must not foster a disconnect between
the love a child feels for the family’s
dog or cat and the wildlife outside.

Children’s natural affinity and
respect for animals should never be
snuffed out. Given the proliferation
of violence in today’s society, it is
imperative that we teach children
compassion for all living beings,
rather than encouraging cruelty to and
devaluation of animals.

Des Bellamy

Special Projects Coordinator
People for Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA)

Disorder or injury?

Post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) is what thousands of
soldiers have to deal with after
wars are over. For many years the
condition had been denied by the
military and families had to rely
on their own resources in dealing
with the nightmares, mood swings,
flashbacks, drinking and violent
behaviour of the returned soldiers.

For many it was a battle lost in
broken relationships and suicides.

However, gradually it was recognised
that the condition was real and that
traumatised soldiers needed help.

It was not always adequate and
not everybody was willing to get
treatment. There is a hot debate at
the moment between the military and
psychiatrists about whether the name
should be changed from “disorder”
into “injury”. It originated with the US
Army which wants the word “injury”
be used instead of “disorder”.

“Injury” implies that people can
heal with treatment. A “disorder”, on
the other hand indicates something
which is permanently wrong. The
change could have financial implica-
tions for health insurers and disability
claims. Somehow the basic question
escapes the discussion — why expose
people to the trauma of such propor-
tions that the very core of the human
being is permanently destroyed?

T Southern
Brisbane

Go organic

Sometimes | have an impression
that the world is being run by a
bunch of lunatics. You look around
and it seems common sense has
left the planet and aliens are in
charge. So it is with great relief
that | came across some wonderful
news from Africa.

The United Nations sponsored
Second African Conference in Lusaka,
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Zambia came to the conclusion that
organic agriculture can offer an
impressive array of food security,
economic, environmental and health
benefits for developing countries.
In practical terms it means that the
western-backed push for genetically-
modified crops to be grown is Africa
has come to an end (hopefully).

It is envisaged that organic pro-
duction will be helpful in preventing
soil destruction and will create added
value not only to the product but will
also create jobs in rural areas, thus
preventing migration to big cities with
all the problems associated with lack
of jobs there.

A lot of traditional skills are being
lost while “one size fits all” methods
are being imposed on developing
countries. It is a very significant
step forward for African countries
and hopefully we’ll be seeing good
results as far as food security for its
population goes. It makes you think
about the situation here in Australia
with farmers locking their gates to
prevent destruction of prime agricul-
tural land by fly-by-night, short-term
speculators who think of quick profits
and nothing else.

Mati English
Sydney
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Remembering
Domitila:
Making
Bolivian history

A tribute to Domitila Barrios de
Chungara, the long-time Bolivian social
activist, feminist and mine union leader
whose 1978 hunger strike is credited
with bringing down a dictatorship and
changing the course of Bolivian history.

Bolivians paid tribute to Domitila Barrios
de Chungara, long-time social activist,
union leader, feminist, revolutionary and
national heroine who died on March 13 in
Cochabamba at age 74. She is best known
as the miner’s wife who led a hunger strike
in 1978 that brought down the dictatorship
of General Hugo Banzer, paving the way for
the return of Bolivian democracy.

“The democracy that we have been living
since 1982 is thanks to Domitila,” said Filemon
Escobar, an original founder and ex-Senator
of the Movement towards Socialism (MAS)
party. President Evo Morales declared three
days of national mourning and Domitila was
posthumously awarded the Condor of the Andes
honour, the highest distinction the state can
confer on a Bolivian citizen.

Repression and struggle
Domitila’s life is a testimony to Bolivia’s
tragic history of exploitation, repression, colo-
nialism, and patriarchalism, but also to the
power of ordinary people to demand and effect
change. Born in 1937 in Potosj, then the largest
tin-producing region of Bolivia, she was the
daughter and wife of a miner. Losing her mother
at age 10, she raised five younger sisters and

then seven surviving children of her own under
conditions of extreme deprivation and poverty.
In the 1960s, Domitila became an outspoken
leader of the Union of Miners’ Wives, organising
mining families for improved conditions and
services and struggling against the repressive
ClA-backed Barrientos regime. She survived the
brutal 1967 San Juan massacre, where soldiers
opened fire on striking miners and their wives
and children, in part to head off a rumoured
alliance with Che Guevara’s guerrillas fighting
in the Santa Cruz mountains. In the ensuing
repression, she was jailed and tortured, suffering
a stillbirth and internal injuries which caused
chronic health problems throughout her life.

Hunger strike

In 1978, the hunger strike launched by
Domitila and four other miners’ wives against
the Benzer government (another US-backed
dictatorship) captured the spirit of an entire
nation. The strikers demanded freedom for
imprisoned mineworkers, amnesty for exiled
union leaders, demilitarisation of the mines,
and general elections. Thousands of Bolivians
joined the strike and, on the 23rd day, the gov-
ernment conceded to the protesters’ demands.
(Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano recounts
the episode dramatically in Memories of Fire,
his chronicle of Latin American popular history.)

Domitila gained international recognition at
the International Women’s Forum in Mexico in
1975, giving voice to the Bolivian mineworkers’
struggle and the critical role of women activists.
Let Me Speak, her autobiographical account of
everyday struggles as a mother, worker, union
leader, and political activist, was published in
1978 and has been translated into dozens of
languages. In 2005, she was nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize on a slate of “1,000 women
for peace”.

Domitila was in exile for several years,
returning to Bolivia in 1982 — just ahead of the
massive neo-liberal structural readjustment that
closed the state-owned mines where she spent
her formative years, and threw 30,000 miners
out of work. In her last years, she focused her
energies on developing a Mobile School for
Political Training, bringing political conscious-
ness and popular history to new generations in
Cochabamba’s most impoverished barrios —
populated largely by the families of ex-miners
—and to communities throughout Bolivia.

Independent spirit

I was privileged to meet Domitila on two
visits to Bolivia, in 2006 and 2008. She was a
great story-teller, captivating us with anecdotes
of modern Bolivian history from her unique
perspective as a participant in the events, and
conveying immense dignity, compassion, and
determination along with her insights. Three

Domitila Barrios de Chungara.

hours later and only up to 1985, we almost
missed our flight to La Paz.

As the Cochabamba daily Los Tiempos
editorialises, Domitila was controversial in
death as in life. Her independence and critical
spirit caused discomfort for some, as much
as it offered inspiration to others. She died in
poverty with a reduced pension and no medical
insurance, aided by the solidarity of friends and
comrades including some ex-MAS government
officials.

I was reminded of how, on our official visit
to the legislative palace in 2006 to hold a press
conference demanding Bolivia’s withdrawal
from the School of the Americas, Domitila was
initially refused entry because she had forgotten

her identification. Unrecognised by the palace
guards, she appeared to them as just another
stocky peasant woman without a valid reason
to be in the halls of political power.

Domitila’s life encapsulates all the possibili-
ties and challenges of Bolivia, demonstrating
both the efficacy of collective struggle and
the continuing need to confront exploitation,
inequality, and entrenched power relationships
in government, the workplace, the home, and
even within organised popular movements. Her
experience reminds us how ordinary people
can change the course of history, a legacy for
activists throughout the world.

Third World Resurgence &
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Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 20 May -
Sat 26 May

merican Movie (ABC2

Sunday May 20 at 8.30pm)
is a dreadfully self-indulgent docu-
mentary about an amateur filmmaker
in small town America and his efforts
to make a short horror film in his
home-town, Menonomee Falls,
Wisconsin.

Financed by indulgent family
members (principally an elderly
uncle), and crewed by family and
friends, the project — which takes
over two years — would be a tribute
to the determination of filmmaker
Mark Borchardt, if it wasn’t for the
obvious fact that Mr Borchardt is
simply full of bullshit and has no
vision other than a desire to make
films like Texas Chain Saw Massacre
and other examples of so-called
“American Gothic”.

The scenes we see of his film
show it to be a succession of bloody
episodes of mindless violence. He
has nothing to say to an audience,
no comment on the human condition,
nothing beyond the desire to imitate
the films he likes, all of them
gorefests.

I found American Movie
supremely tedious. The ABC says
Borchardt’s friends are “hilarious
and loveable”, but they appear to
be not so much loveable as brain-
damaged. Borchardt himself is a
pitiful character, seldom seen without

AGAINST

FASCISM
AND

George Dimitrov

a bottle of grog in his hand, and
mouthing off in a painfully boring
and foulmouthed way.

There is the stuff of an interesting
short film buried in this morass of
minutiae but documentary maker
Chris Smith and his team apparently
did not have the heart to cut out
anything, so the result is a deadly
account of every little thing said
and done by anyone involved in the
project.

But what do | know? At the 1999
Sundance Film Festival (where most
of those attending are themselves
practising or would-be independent
filmmakers) the film won the Grand
Jury Prize. Perhaps they sympathised
with his problems.

he unfortunately-titled Bored

To Death (ABC2 Mondays
at 9.30pm from May 21) is not so
much tedious as just dull. Described
as a comedy, it is remarkable for
having not a single visual or verbal
gag in it.

This is a very New York film,
it could not take place anywhere
else, but the writing is flat and
uninteresting. Imagine a Woody Allen
film without a single gag in it and you
will have some idea of what Bored To
Death is like. One keeps watching in
the hope that the writing will finally
ignite, the characters or their situation
will become funny, but it just doesn’t
happen.

If it did, this cast could assuredly
play it, so the problem is not with the
actors. It is squarely with the writers
(there are no less than four of them)
and the director.

Another comedy series that did

not do much for me, Louie
(ABC2 Mondays at 10.00pm from
May 21) is based on the stand-up
comedy of balding Mexican-American
comedian Louis CK.

The 13-part series comprises
excerpts from Louis CK’s stand-
up routine, interspersed with acted
sequences illustrating his unfortunate
encounters with the vicissitudes of
life.

Face Facts: The Truth About Botox (ABC2 Wednesday May 23 at 9.30pm).

In the first episode, these include
a school excursion with his young
daughter where the bus driver does
not know the way to their destination.
When the bus gets a flat tyre, the
driver calls it a day and goes home
leaving the teacher and Louie to get
the kids home. With no explanation,
Louie phones a friend and the kids
inexplicably go home in a fleet of
limousines.

If that’s your idea of comedy, then
this is the series for you.

ace Facts: The Truth About

Botox (ABC2 Wednesday
May 23 at 9.30pm) is a surprisingly
interesting BBC investigation into
the phenomenon of “teen toxing”, the
increasingly popular fad among teen-
agers (who by definition do not have
wrinkles) to have botox injections
into their faces to make themselves
“more beautiful”.

TV presenter and journalist
Kirsten O’Brien looks at various
aspects of the booming cosmetic
injections industry in Britain. She
meets leading experts to find out
how botox and dermal fillers actually

Against Fascism and War by George Dimitrov
$15 plus $5 p&p

This book is not just of historic interest. It is as relevant today as it was in 1935. It

is a must read for all peace loving, democratic forces, for all trade unionists, for all
left and progressive political activists (and those not so active). There are many
strong similarities between the rise of fascism in the 1930s and the rise of extreme
reactionary and forces today. While these forces may take different forms, come
under different guises, their essence is the same. There are strong parallels between
the deep economic crises, the growth of mass struggles, the bankruptcy of social
democracy, imperialist wars, and the rule of finance capital of Dimitrov’s era and
developments taking place today. There is a great deal to be learnt from this historic

International Publishers, NY, pp 125

report. This volume contains Dimitrov’s speech, slightly abridged, and two other
documents: Dimitrov's speech on The People’s Front given in 1936 and a short
speech given in September 1935 to the opening of the Sixth Congress of the Young
Communist International. There are also some useful notes at the end of the book.
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work, and discovers that some are
only temporary and others permanent.

She also learns that some
are relatively harmless and even
reversible, while others can leave the
patient with permanent disfigurement
and pain. The people she talks to all
say they are having the procedure
because they want to, but the program
does not examine why they feel they
need it. Is their ideal of beauty real
or manufactured to sell clothes,
jewellery, and cosmetics?

The program should successfully
turn anyone with a modicum of
common sense off cosmetic injections.

here is a new forensic

investigation series starting
this week (as if we needed more of
them). This one, The Body Farm
(ABC1 Saturdays from May 26 at
8.30pm) is English: a six-part series
starring Tara Fitzgerald, reprising
her character Dr Eve Lockhart from
Waking The Dead.

She is the head of a private
forensic lab chiefly engaged in
research. Following a request by
Detective Inspector Hale (played

by Keith Allen, a familiar face from
Robin Hood where he played a villain)
Eve agrees to her team taking on the
task of examining actual crime scenes.

As with most crime shows with a
forensic setting, the forensic scientists
somehow become involved in a
lot more detective work than mere
forensics. In this regard the series
is perfectly conventional. The only
unusual aspect is the portentous — and
if truth be said, pompous — “mission
statement” at the beginning: Eve’s
promise to the criminals and to the
victims. It is so over the top | just
hope they don’t repeat it with every
episode.

In the manner of so many of these
shows, the scientific work is ultra
hi-tech and also ultra quick. They
never seem to have to wait for any of
their scientific processes to run their
course, or even for cultures to grow.

A stylistic device | could do
without involves ghostly flashbacks
to events that happened at the crime
scene but which the team as yet know
nothing about. They seem overly
gimmicky and unnecessary. &
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Richard Denniss, Australia Institute;
Peter Davidson, ACOSS.
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Sally McManus, Secretary Australian Services Union (NSW & ACT)

SYRIA — THE DILEMMA OF INTERVENTION

Ahmed Shboul, Prof, Department of Arab & Semitic Studies Sydney Uni;
Nijmeh Hajjar, Dr, Chair of same department (to be confirmed)

NO MEETING - Holiday Weekend

RESERVE BANK — IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST,
OR THE PRIVATE INTEREST, OR THEIRS?
Joe Nagy, Finance & Economic Coach;

AUSTRALIAN POLICE CULTURE — TASERS, GUNS, DEATHS
Michael Kennedy, Dr, Head of Policing Policy Programme, UWS;
Cameron Murphy, President Council Civil Liberties

WARMONGERING, NUCLEAR THREATS & HYPOCRISY

Antony Loewenstein, freelance journalist, author My Israel Question
Every Friday 6pm il 7.45

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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Memories of Reedy River
and the Bush Music Club

Silvia Salisbury

Speech given at the National Folk Festival
2012, Canberra

In 1947 my father took me, a child of 12, to
see my first play at the New Theatre — then
at 167 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. This was
a small amateur group performing plays on
a repertory basis since 1932, covering a wide
range of plays from Shaw to Shakespeare,
CIliff Odets to Arthur Miller, topical political
revues, parodied versions of Gilbert and
Sullivan, plays with a political or social
theme or “message”, plays with a working
class bias, plays dealing with racism, social
justice and peace in the world. They encour-
aged and supported Australian playwrights.

In 1952, as a starry-eyed teenager | joined
the New Theatre and was keen for any “walk-
on” part. Then in 1953, there was a buzz in the
theatre. They were going to do a production
of Reedy River by Dick Diamond. This had
been done earlier in the year by the Melbourne
New Theatre to great success. This musical,
based around the shearers’ strike of 1891, used
Australian folksongs, bush songs and songs
composed in the bush tradition and was the right
play at the right time. There was an awakening
of interest in our past, particularly the rural life
of Australian workers, and the songs of the show
expressed and captured that life so genuinely.

Reedy River required many actors, singers,
dancers and a new type of “orchestra”. This was
supplied by the Bush Whackers Band with its
“lagerphone” and “bush bass”. | do not know
whether Reedy River made the Bush Whackers
Band or the other way around, but I do know that
my love of Australian bush songs started with
being in that first production of Reedy River.

I was a city/suburban girl from a Celtic/
Anglo background singing the English and Irish
songs of my parents with no knowledge that
there were any “Australian” songs except for
the occasional radio broadcasts of songs from
the war, such as There’s a brown slouch hat with
the sides turned up or The Road to Gundagai
etc. So these bush songs from Reedy River
grounded my youthful psyche to Australia and
not to the strong but nevertheless second-hand,
distant culture of my parents.

The opening night of Reedy River was
abuzz with excitement, not nerves, for we knew
we had a success on our hands. The foyer was
decorated with the wonderful reproductions of
the Holterman photos of the goldfields of the
1870s whose negatives on glass had recently
been discovered. The usual run of a show at New
Theatre in those days was 8-10 weeks but Reedy
River, with its theme and songs, struck such a
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Curtain call in the 1953 New Theatre’s production of Reedy River.

chord in the people who came to see it, and the
strength of “word-of-mouth” publicity, that the
season was extended to nine months with changes
of cast and extra performances added. Even when
the season ended at the New Theatre, the cast and
crew were kept busy taking the show to school
halls and out to suburban areas. | graduated from
chorus singer to playing the female lead of Mary
opposite Milton Moore’s Joe Collins.

Ten years later | again played Mary opposite
Pat Barnett in a new production of Reedy River
and I think I brought deeper understanding to the
role and the songs as, in the intervening years,
my husband and | joined the Bush Music Club
and often performed at their Singabout nights.
Here 1 also worked with Chris Kempster who
set the Lawson poem Reedy River to music
when he was only 16 and who played the part
of Snowy in that 1953/54 production.

It was at the Bush Music Club that I learnt
more Australian bush songs and came to appreci-
ate the great work done by John Meredith and
Duke Tritton in collecting and saving from
oblivion the songs from shearers and drovers.
There weren’t many songs from a woman’s point
of view, but young men such as Chris Kempster
and Mike Leydon were setting the poems of
Lawson and other poets to music and John
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Dengate was writing his own satirical words to
traditional tunes and, although not truly “bush”
songs, they were great songs and great to sing.

By 1964 | had three children and it was great
to be able to bring them to Singabout nights
held in the Building Workers’ Industrial Union’s
building in George Street, Sydney. | remember
hot summer evenings with the upstairs windows
open and hoping if | was singing a quiet, sad
song that the orange-clad Hari Krishna group
would not go banging and jingling their way up
George Street on a noisy Saturday night. Those
nights of singing and dancing were great. We
could take the kids with us (no need to organise
baby-sitters) and they could join in the dances
with the kindly teenagers and older people help-
ing them to learn the steps and guiding them
down the line of dancers.

Arising out of these Singabout nights, one
could learn how to become a performer and try
out new songs to an understanding audience.
Through this experience | teamed up with
Chris Kempster and we sang anti-war songs
at Save Our Sons rallies during the Vietnam
War. We sang at folk clubs, Lawson festivals
and peace rallies. One memorable night we
performed Australian songs to a huge crowd at
the Rushcutters Bay Stadium to visiting Chinese
officials (long before China was recognised by
our government) where a very youthful David
Gulpillil performed an amazing kangaroo dance.
We sang at the unfinished Chalwin Castle in
Cremorne for Pete Seeger on his first visit to
Auwustralia to give him a taste of Australian songs.
It was here that a young Jeannie Lewis sang
the Queensland version of Waltzing Matilda.

Through my background of Reedy River
and the Bush Music Club | was part of a series
of short films being made by Wattle Records
with the film makers of the Waterside Workers’
Federation — Keith Gow, Jock Levy and Norma
Disher. Keith Gow was co-director of the
1953/54 production of Reedy River and Norma
was the costume maker for both the produc-
tions of Reedy River | was in. These short films
used Australian songs sung by Alex Hood as a
background to the film version of the songs.
The films were screened on the ABC as filler

when programs finished early due to the ABC
not having ads. These films were also shown
at film festivals.

In 1967 (husband) Tom and | were asked to
perform some Lawson songs at the University
of Sydney celebratory dinner in honour of the
100th anniversary of Henry Lawson’s birth.
On the same program was John Clements from
Western Australia reciting Lawson’s poems, and
he later asked Tom and | to tape some songs for
a recording of Australian songs he was involved
in producing. This became an album called
Singing Australia with some songs from the
Sydney Bush Music Club being acknowledged
on the credits.

Now in my late 70s some things have come
full circle. With an aging voice, but my love
of songs and singing still intact, choral singing
suits me perfectly, and with my New Theatre
philosophy from my youth of art being used
for a wider purpose than just self-expression,
| joined the Sydney Trade Union Choir. Who
should be there but Paula Bloch, a founding
member of the choir and a singer in that 1953/54
Reedy River. And who should be the Musical
Director for the choir but Tom Bridges, the son
of Doreen Bridges who wrote the music for The
Ballad of 1891, one of the most stirring songs
from Reedy River. Tom also played the violin in
one of the productions of Reedy River. Now our
present Musical Director is Margot McLauglin,
the daughter of Cedric McLaughlin who played
the swaggie in Reedy River and whose moving
singing of My Old Black Billy still rings in my
memory. One of the Sydney Trade Union Choir’s
favourite songs, Four Strong Women, about four
British peace activists, was written by Maurie
Mulheron, the nephew of Pat Barnett who played
Joe Collins in the 1964 Reedy River with me.

It is not only the times spent in Reedy
River and the learning and performing songs
for the Bush Music Club’s Singabouts that one
remembers but the almost 60 years of pleasure
and purpose which sprang out of that twin birth
of New Theatre’s Reedy River and Bush Music
Club and for this | owe them my heartfelt thanks,
my well-being and my best wishes for the future
of both of them. &
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