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An enormous gap is opening up between the 
federal government on the one hand and the 
legal profession and judiciary on the other, 
over immigration policies.

The Senate is inquiring into a proposal by 
the Greens to abolish mandatory sentencing. 
In one submission the Judicial Conference of 
Australia, an organisation of judges and mag-
istrates, has protested strongly at being forced 
to impose excessive, arbitrary and “manifestly 
unjust” sentences, because of the government’s 
mandatory jail terms of a minimum three years 
for people smuggling.

Most of those charged are not people smug-
glers but young Indonesian men or boys who 
worked as crew members to help their impov-
erished families. Even those who are acquitted 
have often endured up to 18 months in prison 
before their case is heard.

The number of acquittals is now rising, 
and less than half of the people-smuggling 
cases since the beginning of last year resulted 
in convictions. Barrister Phillip Boulten, QC, 
commented: “There’s a sneaking suspicion that 
(juries) are exercising some sympathy for the 
accused …”.

Another major area of concern lies in the 
huge number of appeals against rejection of 
applications for refugee status. The govern-
ment provides funding for legal assistance to 
asylum seekers to make their initial case for 
refugee status. In 2010 the High Court ruled 
that asylum seekers were also entitled to appeal 
to the courts against offi cial rejection of their 
applications, but the government refused to 
grant extra funding for this.

Asylum seekers have therefore had to 
depend on assistance from legal professionals 
working pro bono – i.e., without charging a 
fee unless they’re successful; or for free. The 
shortage of pro bono lawyers has resulted in a 
huge backlog of appeals.

If detainees can’t get legal assistance, they 
have to prepare their appeals themselves, an 
impossible task for most of them.

A permanent warp 
Statistics indicate a bias by government 

against Iranian and Afghan applicants. In the fi rst 
three months last year the government accepted 
only 9 percent of Iranian applicants as genuine 
refugees, and only 26 percent of Afghans. After 
the Christmas Island and Villawood riots last 
year the fi gures suddenly rose to 50 percent and 

57 percent respectively. After judicial review 
the fi gures rose again.

The courts have overturned most of the 
government’s negative decisions on applications 
for refugee status. As a result, in 2009–2010, 88 
percent of applicants (including those initially 
rejected by the government) were found to be 
genuine refugees. The fi gures for subsequent 
years are expected to be similar.

Despite this, the government is still unwill-
ing to change its relatively negative approach to 
applications for refugee status. Until last week 
the government had advised asylum seekers 
whose applications had been rejected that they 
had 55 days to seek a judicial review, after which 
time they were likely to be deported. However, 
last week the Federal Court declared there was 
no time limit for submission of applications.

The government also continues to insist that 
the riots at the Christmas Island and Villawood 
detention centres were instigated by detainees 
on a “downward path” i.e., they weren’t genuine 
refugees, hence they were likely to be deported, 
and that’s why they rioted. However, almost all 
have now been found to be genuine refugees.

Name the crime
The government’s immigration policies 

such as mandatory detention are based on the 
assumption that asylum seekers have broken 
the law by arriving unannounced by sea. In 
fact, there is no Australian law that forbids this.

Moreover, the 1951 UN Convention on the 
Treatment of Refugee, to which Australia is a 
signatory, obliges us to care humanely for all 
asylum seekers – regardless of their manner of 
arrival – while their applications for refugee 
status are dealt with.

Widespread objections recently forced 
Serco, the private fi rm running the detention 
centres to issue a formal apology for having 
described detainees as “offenders”. Nevertheless, 
both the government and the opposition continue 
to refer to them as “illegal immigrants”.

The association of asylum seekers with 
allegedly criminal behaviour was recently high-
lighted by a remark from ABC TV journalist 
Leigh Sales that it was easier to visit a prisoner 
at the infamous Guantanamo Bay jail than an 
Australian immigration detainee.

Instead of responding by seeking more 
humane and open visitor policies, immigration 
authorities apparently sought information on 
rules governing media interviews with prisoners 
at Guantanamo Bay!

As a result, visiting journalists must now 

sign an agreement based on policies currently 
in force in Australian prisons and on “the cur-
rent US Department of Defence media access 
policy for its detention facility at Guantanamo 
Bay”, according to a confi dential offi cial 
document.

Under this agreement, journalists visiting 
detention centres must be escorted by immi-
gration offi cials, and cannot have “substantive 
communication” with detainees. The agreement 
does not acknowledge the right of asylum 
seekers detainees to protest at unjust detention. 
Offi cials can censor recordings or terminate 
visits at will, because detainees might “use the 
media’s presence as an opportunity to protest 
their continuing detention”, as the Department 
of Immigration’s national communications 
manager declared.

Greens senator Sarah Hanson-Young has 
claimed that the reason why the government has 
failed to sign a new UN treaty recognising the 
right of children to complain about mistreatment 
by government is because mandatory detention 

of children would place Australia in breach of 
the treaty.

That offi cial association of asylum seekers 
with “illegal” entry facilitates extreme and rac-
ist behaviour concerning asylum seekers. The 
federal opposition spokesperson on immigra-
tion, Scott Morrison, has been criticised for 
suggesting that asylum seekers spread disease 
(an allegation Hitler made against the Jews). A 
grossly inaccurate petition alleging that asylum 
seekers receive almost $57,000 per annum in 
government allowances is currently circulating 
on the Internet.

The government has promised to scrap 
the current system under which applications 
from asylum seekers who arrive by air are 
dealt with differently from those who arrive 
by boat. However, the fundamental problem 
of treating the latter as having broken the law 
remains in place.

Senator Hanson-Young commented: “They 
have forgotten they are dealing with asylum 
seekers, not criminals or terrorists.” 
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PRESS FUND
For the benefit of climate change deniers like Tony Abbott, 
scientists have announced that atmospheric carbon dioxide is 
now 390 parts per million (PPM). It hasn’t risen above 300 PPM 
during the last 800,000 years, the limit of the oldest geological 
records available. The results, they say, will be a temperature rise 
of between one and five degrees by 2070. Press Fund statistics 
are admittedly not as important for the future of life on earth – 
nevertheless, they are important, because contributions to the Fund 
enable us to keep you informed about climate change and other 
crucial issues. That’s why we’d like you to send us in something 
for the next issue please, if you possibly can! Many thanks to this 
week’s contributors, as follows:
Raymond Gillespie $20, Javad (Guardian tin) $13.60, 
R.C. (Auburn Branch, Guardian tin) $32, “Round Figure” $14.40
This week’s total: $80 Progressive total: $2,160

What is the SAS doing in Africa?
The Age newspaper revealed last week that a secret squadron 

(SAS4) of Australian SAS soldiers is operating out of uniform as 
spies in Africa, carrying out work more akin to the role of the 
Australian Secret Intelligence Services agencies (ASIS). The secret 
operations are taking place in Nigeria, Kenya, Zimbabwe and 
possibly in a number of other African countries. It needs to be 
asked: What is our military doing there? Australia is not at war 
with these countries. Parliament has not been consulted or even 
informed. Defence Minister Stephen Smith refuses to give any 
explanation but has expressed annoyance with the public exposure 
of Australia’s secret African operations.

Australia’s relatively recent focus on Africa came into the 
news during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) in Perth in October 2011. The then foreign minister, 
Kevin Rudd, presented a special breakfast for the 30 African 
Mining Ministers participating in CHOGM. He announced in-
creases in overseas development aid to Africa (mostly assisting the 
mining sector) saying: “We in this country have a deep affection for 
the continent of Africa. ... Because it will help lift your continent 
from poverty ...” Lined up alongside Rudd at CHOGM were BHP, 
Rio Tinto, Fortescue Metals and other mining corporations, all 
eagerly anticipating their take.

Amongst other things, The Age says the Australian SAS soldiers 
are assessing border controls, exploring landing sites for possible 
military intervention and possible escape routes for evacuating 
Australian nationals, military assessments of local politics, and 
security.

The US is already waging an undeclared war in Somalia and 
Yemen, including the use of drones. “It will not be long before 
[the US’s newest geographic combatant command] AFRICOM has 
some sort of Bagram Air Base location in the Nile Basin region. 
Such a US military base will house USSOCOM-SOCAFRICA and 
CENTCOM units (Egypt remains in CENTCOM’s area of opera-
tion),” US writer John Stanton warned in an article in Pravda 
(Pravda.ru – 10-11-2011).

“American special operators and CIA paramilitary forces will 
roam up and down portions of the Nile River and its Basin (and 
already are). Defence and non-defence contractors stand to make 
a fortune as the USA makes its economic and military move into 
the Nile Basin region which has become a focused concern of US 
national security. … The USA is staking a claim, drawing a line. 
… The move has begun in earnest.” The US’s involvement in 
the overthrow of Egypt’s president and installation of a military 
dictatorship is just one example, Stanton said.

The Age reports that Kevin Rudd as foreign minister, had asked 
for the 4 Squadron to be used in Libya in relation to the recent US-
led NATO offensive. Defence Minister Stephen Smith and defence 
force chief General David Hurley apparently blocked his plans.

The secret 4 Squadron was set up under the Howard govern-
ment in 2005. Its role was seen as providing an elite bodyguard for 
ASIS intelligence offi cers in overseas operations. Its new intelligence 
focus was offi cially authorised by Smith in 2010. It has been used 
in Afghanistan alongside ASIS offi cers. Its creation is based on a 
US model which involved joint operations between the CIA and 
the Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC). Areas of operation 
include Iraq, Somalia and Afghanistan.

The creation of 4 Squadron is closely tied to Australia’s political 
and military alliance with the US – the centrepiece of the Labor 
government’s foreign policy. There are several agendas at play. 
There is considerable inter-imperialist rivalry between the US 
and certain European nations (former colonisers) and there is 
competition with the People’s Republic of China which has its 
own investment agenda in Africa.

Kenya is in the Nile Basin, where there is growing US, European 
and Israeli military and economic involvement, and it now ap-
pears that Australia is more involved than previously made public. 
The US, France, Britain and Belgium require a naval presence in 
African waters as well as troop stationing on African soil. These 
African nations are rich in oil, minerals and fertile land for food 
crops and are potential markets for huge arm sales.

Interim conclusions 
research into 
Deaths in Custody
As my PhD progresses in research-
ing Australian Deaths in Custody I 
have visited immigration detention 
centres, adult prisons, interviewed 
former detainees of the immigra-
tion detention centres network and 
interviewed former prisoners of 
adult custodial jurisdictions.

My research which is seeking to 
provide evidence-based recommenda-
tions in reducing Australia’s horrifi c 
deaths in custody record – police, 
prison and immigration custodial – is 
unravelling arguments I would not 
necessarily have expected I would 
be including in my work.

That is, that one should not expect 
an ability or capacity from a former 
detainee or prisoner who has endured 
chronic and acute trauma, especially 
where their thresholds have been 
“broken”, to be able to recover from 
it – no matter the intervention and 
counselling, many may never be able 
to recover from the trauma(s).
1. It is clearly evident that people 

come out of prisons worse than 
that what they went in.

2. It is clearly evident that people 
come out of immigration 
detention worse than they went 
in.

3. It is clearly evident Aboriginal 
peoples have negative stereotypes 
of police custodial predicaments 
reinforced by an experience 
within a police custodial 
predicament.

4. Tragically, it appears that many 
who are released from prison, 
custodial and immigration 
custodial experiences cannot 
overcome the levels of trauma 
that have been induced or 
developed. It appears that there 
may not be recovery for many 
traumas – multiple traumas, acute 
and chronic.

5. Governments, Department of 

Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC) and Corrective Services 
need to launch fully funded 
research into trauma and post-
trauma related studies of the 
police, prison and immigration 
custodial related experiences. My 
research imputes that we should 
be moving towards the prevention 
of trauma and that intervention 
alone cannot promise remedy.

6. A separate chapter considers the 
military emergency response 
in the Northern Territory as 

custodial-related, and that the 
prospect of recovery from the 
trauma described by Aboriginal 
peoples of the various imposts 
upon them by the Commonwealth 
may not be possible.

Gerry Georgatos 
BA (Phil), BA (Med), BA (AIS),
G/Dip (Human Rights Ed), 
MHumRgts, MA (Social Justice) 
Researcher in Australian Deaths 
in Custody
Journalist – National Indigenous 
Times, & freelance 

Veterans for peace leaders 
going to Jeju Island
Three leaders of the US national 
group called Veterans for Peace 
arrived on Jeju Island, South 
Korea on March 13 to stand in 
solidarity with villagers who are 
fi ghting against a Navy base. It 
has been reported in South Korean 
media that the proposed Navy base 
will be a port-of-call for US war-
ships including Aegis destroyers 
(outfi tted with “missile defence” 
systems), aircraft carriers, and 
nuclear submarines. The Navy base 
would be 600 kilometres from the 
Chinese mainland.

The Global Network Against 
Weapons & Nuclear Power in 
Space has raised funds to send 
the Veterans Peace Team to Jeju 
Island. Global Network Coordinator 
Bruce Gagnon said, “We held our 
annual conference on Jeju Island on 
February 24-26 after being invited 
by Gangjeong villagers. Seven 
of our members from around the 
world were arrested for crawling 
under the razor wire on Gureombi 
rock. We left Jeju Island deter-
mined to go home to our respective 
countries and expand our solidarity 

efforts with Gangjeong village. This 
Veterans Peace Team is the fi rst 
delegation – we plan to send more 
activists in the weeks ahead.

On the Veterans Peace Team 
will be:

Elliott Adams (New York), past 
president of Veterans For Peace and 
a member of Veterans Peace Team. 
He served in the infantry as a para-
trooper in Vietnam, Japan, Korea, 
and Alaska. He has spent 15 years 
in local elected public offi ce. Now 
he is dedicating his life to stopping 
war.

Mike Hastie (Oregon), army 
medic during the Vietnam War and 
respected poet and photographer, 
also a member of the Veterans 
Peace Team.

Tarak Kauff (New York), 
former paratrooper, lifetime mem-
ber and organiser with Veterans For 
Peace, whe initiated with others, 
the Veterans Peace Team, designed 
to stand in opposition to state vio-
lence alongside non-violent people 
exercising their right to address 
grievances.

A Navy base on Jeju Island will 

become a key military target as the 
Obama administration “pivots” its 
foreign and military policy toward 
the Asia-Pacifi c. The Pentagon 
is now essentially doubling its 
military presence in the region as 
a way to “contain and control” 
China. China imports 60 percent 
of its oil on ships. The Navy base 
on Jeju would give the US, Japan, 
and South Korean military forces a 
strategic post from which to choke 
off China’s ability to import oil thus 
giving the US the keys to China’s 
economic engine.

“Jeju Island is an early spark 
in the coming dangerous and 
expensive super-power confronta-
tion between the ever-expanding 
US-NATO military alliance and 
China. The intent is to fully sub-
merge China under corporate glo-
balisation. Sending international 
peace workers to Jeju Island at this 
time signals to everyone involved 
that the global peace movement 
clearly understands the strategic 
nature of this local struggle,” 
Gagnon said. 
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It is not going to make much 
real difference to the people of 
Australia or the public sector 
employees whose retirement 
incomes will come from the Future 
Fund if former Liberal treasurer 
Peter Costello or businessman 
David Gonski heads the Fund’s 
Board. It might affect which fi nan-
cial institutions have a fi nger in 
the $75 billion pie it manages. The 
more important issues – what types 
of investment the Fund makes and 
the risks it takes with public mon-
ies are not being debated.

Gonski’s appointment came as a 
surprise, as he had been hired by the 
government to ascertain the views 
of the Board regarding its next chair. 
According to media reports the board 
favoured Costello.

The former Howard Liberal 
government set up the Fund in 2006, 
with the aim of making provisions for 
future Commonwealth superannuation 
payments when “an ageing population 
is likely to place signifi cant pres-
sure on the Australian government’s 
fi nances.” Its major source of funds 
is from the sale of Telstra shares. 
The treasurer and fi nance minister 
appoint Board members, the fund 
operates independently from, but is 
accountable to, the government which 
only appears interested in the dollar 
outcome.

Playing the 
financial markets

Its investment choices are very 
much geared towards playing share 
markets and providing fi nance for 
the big investment houses, which it 
appears to do with little morality or 
concern for human life. Last year it 
was revealed that some of its invest-
ments were possibly illegal under 
Australian law. The fund had holdings 
in 15 companies involved in the pro-
duction and maintenance of nuclear 
weapons to the tune of $135 million. 
These 15 nuclear weapons companies 
are involved in the design, production 
and maintenance of nuclear weapons 
for the United States, Britain, France 
and India.

It is difficult to see how its 
investments are of any direct benefi t 
to the Australian people. Its funds 
are invested and speculated with in 

a similar manner to that of other 
superannuation funds. Often the same 
fi nancial institutions are involved. 
As with workers’ savings in super 
funds, these investments are just as 
vulnerable to the gyrations of stock 
markets, currencies and various 
financial speculative instruments 
and serve no socially useful purpose. 
Less than $10 billion is invested in 
tangible assets (infrastructure and 
property), the remainder is put at risk 
on fi nancial markets.

Conflict of interest
Board members have back-

grounds in the fi nancial sector, some 
with the very institutions that are used 
to manage the funds. A look at some 
of its board members shows where 
their interests lie:

Carol Austin, a recent Labor 
appointment, holds or has held direc-
torships and other senior positions in 
Contango Asset Management, HSBC 
Bank Australia, the Tasmanian Public 
Finance Corporation, Rothschild 
Australia, BHP and the Reserve Bank 
of Australia.

Board member John Mulcahy held 
senior positions in the Commonwealth 
Bank and was CEO of Suncorp, Lend 

Lease Property Investment Services 
and Civil and Civic.

Brian Watson has extensive expe-
rience in the fi nance sector, in very 
senior roles globally and in Australia 
with JP Morgan. Rumour has it that 
his board membership will not be 
renewed, that he will be replaced by 
Steve Harker who is managing direc-
tor of Morgan Stanley Australia. This 
also appears to be controversial as 
Gonski is a senior adviser to Morgan 
Stanley.

Stephen Fitzgerald was appointed 
last year by the Labor government. He 
has a long association with Goldman 
Sachs Australia, is still its chair and 
was Co-CEO.

Costello, former treasurer of the 
Howard government, was appointed 
by the Rudd Labor government to the 
Board in 2009 – a refl ection of the 
similarity in economic policy between 
the two parties. Costello established 
the Fund and now seems to think he 
should own it.

Costello has held or holds posi-
tions with APEC, the IMF, the World 
Bank, the Asian Development Bank 
and BKK Partners. BKK is a boutique 
investment bank which gives advice 
on mergers and acquisitions. It was 

set up by Costello and three former 
bankers at the Australian arm of 
Goldman Sachs just weeks prior to 
Costello’s appointment to the Future 
Fund in December 2009.

Goldman Sachs is one of the most 
powerful and dominant global fi nan-
cial institutions and wields enormous 
infl uence in the US Federal Bank and 
treasury. The revolving doors never 
stop as its personnel move in and 
out of the company and government 
offi ces. Labor’s appointments appear 
to have brought two Goldman Sachs 
connections onto the Future Fund 
Board.

Gonski has a reputation as a 
“kingpin” corporate operator in big 
business circles and this is considered 
one of the plum jobs in the industry. 
Gonski’s current positions include 
chairman of the privatised Australian 
Securities Exchange (ASX), Coca-
Cola Amatil, Investec Wentworth, 
Ingeus (the company of Rudd’s wife 
Therese Rein) and Swiss Re; and 
director of Singapore Airlines and 
Infras NSW. His former director-
ships include ANZ, Angus & Coote, 
Westfield, Hoyts Cinemas, John 
Fairfax. He was also a senior adviser 
to Morgan Stanley and a partner in the 
pro-Liberal Party legal fi rm Freehills 
(notorious for its role in drafting the 
anti-union WorkChoices). He recently 
chaired the review of school funding 
for the Gillard government.

His corporate credentials are hard 

to beat. He appears to have one blot 
on his copy book, an involvement in 
the establishment of Westfi eld Capital 
in the 1980s, which collapsed in 1987.

Members of the Future Fund 
Management Agency Board which 
advises and develops investment 
strategies are also from leading 
fi nancial and other institutions, with 
the same confl ict of interests arising 
between their corporate backgrounds 
and investment decisions.

Diversion from 
key issues

It is time to debate the important 
issues, not corporate personalities 
or whether Labor should appoint a 
former Liberal Party treasurer. Behind 
the personalities also lies the real bat-
tle of which fi nancial institutions get 
control of the funds.

The Future Fund, as already 
stated, is not invested in any socially 
benefi cial manner. With assets of 
around $75 billion, it has huge 
potential to play an important role in 
providing infrastructure and services 
to the Australian people at the same 
time as being invested more securely. 
Public housing, public transport and 
the public development of environ-
mentally sustainable renewable energy 
are a few examples of how its funds 
be securely invested and be of benefi t 
to the nation. 
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ANF campaign improves 
nurse/midwife patient ratios
Following a nine-month campaign 
Victorian nurses and midwives 
have stopped the Baillieu govern-
ment replacing nurses with health 
assistants, saved the state’s unique 
nurse/midwife patient ratios, 
achieved some improvements to 
ratios and secured increased money 
between 14 and 21 percent.

Thousands of public sector nurses 
and midwives last week voted to 
accept a new agreement with the 
Baillieu government at a statewide 
meeting at Festival Hall in West 
Melbourne.

The agreement was reached at 
midnight through negotiations in 
Fair Work Australia with the assist-
ance of Commissioner Gooley. The 
four-year agreement will expire on 
March 31, 2016.

Australian Nursing Federation 
(ANF) (Victorian Branch) secretary 
Lisa Fitzpatrick said: “This is a bitter 
sweet victory for nurses and midwives 
after an unprecedented industrial 
marathon with the Baillieu govern-
ment to protect patient care and secure 
a fair pay rise.

“Health assistants will not replace 
nurses as part of the ratios and hospi-
tals will not be introducing unlimited 
four-hour shifts or split shifts,” Ms 
Fitzpatrick said.

“Patients admitted to rehabilita-
tion wards will now benefi t from an 
improved nurse patient ratio from 1 
to 7 on the evening shift to 1 to 5 in 
recognition of the enormity of nurses’ 
workloads in this speciality,” she said.

“The ANF has also secured 
annual funding to work towards a 
1 to 3 ratio in day oncology units,” 
she said.

The significant pay rises of 
between 14 and 21 per cent include 
an annual percentage increase as well 
as the introduction of a substantial 
professional development allowance.

“For the fi rst time nurses and 
midwives have secured a new annual 
allowance to assist with the recent 
changes to their annual re-registration 
professional development obligations 
with the Nursing and Midwifery 
Board of Australia. The fi rst allow-
ance to be paid to all nurses and 
midwives on the fi rst pay period on 
or after March 31 will be $1,000 
and then $900 in subsequent years,” 
she said.

Some examples of what nurses 
and midwives will earn over the life 
of the four-year agreement are:
• A full time enrolled nurse pay 

point 4 (three years experience) 
gained an increase of 18.54%. 
The fi rst increase under the 
Agreement is equivalent to 
4.71%.

• A full time graduate nurse gained 
an increase of 17.95%. The fi rst 
increase under the Agreement is 
equivalent to 4.55%.

• A full time Grade 2, Year 8, 
registered nurse gained an 
increase of 16.38%. The fi rst 
increase under the Agreement is 
equivalent to 4.12%.

• A full time Associate Nurse Unit 
Manager, Year 1, will gain an 
increase of 15.64%. The fi rst 

increase under the Agreement is 
equivalent to 3.92%. 

• A full time Nurse Unit Manager, 
Year 1will gain an increase of 
14.76%. The fi rst increase under 
the Agreement is equivalent to 
3.71%.

Night duty penalty rates have 
been simplifi ed by having only one 
single rate and the rate will double to 
$50.40 with further increases during 
the life of the four-year agreement.

“The ANF has also negotiated a 
new career structure for enrolled nurs-
es recognising the signifi cant changes 
in enrolled nurse education and their 
broader medication administration 
scope of practice introduced over the 
last four years,” Ms Fitzpatrick said.

“An important simplifi cation for 
the hospital payroll and HR is the 
merging of entitlements and enrolled 
nurses will now have the same entitle-
ments as registered nurses which will 
include an additional week of annual 
leave as well as access to exam leave 
for many nurses,” Ms Fitzpatrick said.

In a vital win the agreement 
includes Victoria’s 38 stand-alone 
community health centres, the 
Queen Elizabeth Centre, Tweddle 
Child and Family Health Service, 
Jacaranda Village in Red Cliffs, 
Darlingford Upper Goulburn Nursing 
Home in Eildon, Lyndoch Living in 
Warrnambool, Mallacoota Health and 
Support Services and Indigo North 
Health in Rutherglen and Chiltern. 
The Baillieu government tried to 
exclude all of these services from the 
agreement for the fi rst time.

Productivity offsets include a 
revised clause 43 which enables 
employers to staff below ratios in 
very limited circumstances based on 
consideration of the consequences 
of strict criteria including patient 
acuity, nurses’ satisfaction and nurs-
ing sensitive outcomes such as falls, 
urinary tract infections, pneumonia, 
decubitus ulcers, thrombosis, sepsis 
and medication errors.

Hospitals can now use a skill 
mix of 20 percent enrolled nurses in 
medical and surgical wards which 
is an increase from 15 per cent in 
the 2007 agreement. The remaining 
nurses are registered nurses.

“It has been important to know 
that nurses and midwives were not 
alone in their fi ght to protect patient 
care on their own. Thank you to the 
hundreds of thousands of people 
who called or emailed the ANF, 
posted supportive messages via our 
Facebook page and Twitter, wrote 
letters to the newspapers, called 
talkback radio, signed our petition, 
attended a rally or stoppage and 
generously donated to the hardship 
fund and opened their doors when 
we door knocked in Bentleigh,” Ms 
Fitzpatrick said.

“This victory is bittersweet 
because it will take a long, long time 
before the Baillieu government earns 
back the respect of nurses and mid-
wives. It should not take nine months 
to convince a State government that 
its job is to protect patient care and 
improve patient care.

“The Baillieu government 

was naïve and ill advised when it 
embarked on a campaign to end man-
dated minimum nurse/midwife ratios. 
It was naïve and ill advised when 
it was told fl exibility was needed 
to meet patient peaks and troughs 
which of course are unpredictable. 
It was naïve and ill advised when it 
was told it could replace nurses with 
health assistants and expect the same 
standard of patient care,” she said.

“Since October more than 2,000 
nurses and midwives have joined the 
ANF union and I have seen the birth 
of more than 1,000 activists who are 
very keen that this government is 
only in power for one term,” she said.

“The Baillieu government has 
politicised a new generation of nurses 
and ensured that there will be red 
t-shirt clad nurses and midwives at 
every polling booth on November  29, 
2014 reminding voters that this gov-
ernment wanted to substitute nurses 
with a three-year degree with health 
assistants who had three months train-
ing,” she said.

Campaign statistics 
• 9 months since negotiations 

started
• 128 days since conciliation in 

Fair Work Australia started
• 8 statewide meetings
• 14 days of industrial action 

involving bed closures 
• 700 hospital beds closed during 

the peak of the nurses’ industrial 
action in November

• 1,516 hospital beds closed by the 
Baillieu government (between 23 

December 2011 and 25 January 
2012)

• 3,452 nurses, midwives and 
mental health nurses signed 
resignation authorities

• 35 community rallies
• 10,000 protesters at the march to 

save nurse/midwife ratios from 
Bourke Street to Spring Street 
(Thursday 24 November 2011)

• 1 international protest in New 
Dehli, India

• 100 hospital meetings to discuss 
resignations

• 15 hospitals involved in rolling 
stoppages over 14 days 
(24 February and 7 March 2012)

• 2,000 nurses and midwives 
involved in stoppages each day 
during the industrial action

• 110,000 signatures on the petition 
to Premier Baillieu to save, 
improve and legislate nurse/
midwife ratios

• 29,500 people signed the 
change.org online petition to 
Premier Baillieu www.tiny.cc/
online_petition

• 19,000 homes in the Bentleigh 
electorate doorknocked

• 5 ANF television commercials
• 3 ANF radio commercials
• 70,000 Respect Our Work t-shirts 

sold
• 2,500 new ANF (Victorian 

Branch) members since 
November 2011

• 1,000 new nurse and midwife 
activists 
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Sydney Harbour – Early January Morning
On the 80th anniversary of the Harbour Bridge
Moving from the harbour moorings
the people and their craft gravitate
on the opal stretch of water in the 
quay.

Along the vertebrae of the harbour’s
living shell runs the browning vegetation that
smudges boundaries between land and
sea.

All the congealed labour power in the arching
bridge vibrates above the knowing Luna grin
where once trod graceful fl ightless
cassowaries.

Now as light thickens the chickens
pick at seed on weatherboard cottage
yards in thickets nearby green
ferries

plying the rising falling swell turn
slowly away from the choppy heads
gulls suspended above their foaming
wake.

On the decks the people stand leaning
together in the thin salt spray as brine-green
waves fall spent on harbour sands and
break.

Tom Pearson
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Bob Briton

People say you can sometimes smell 
uranium on Martin Ferguson’s 
breath. The federal Minister for 
Resources and Energy cemented 
his reputation as Australia’s keen-
est political backer of all things 
nuclear with a feisty defence of the 
passing last week of the National 
Radioactive Waste Management Bill 
2010 in a piece in The Australian 
Financial Review last week.

Competition for the top pro-
nuclear advocate accolade is tough 
nowadays. Australia’s newly-appoint-
ed foreign minister has weighed in 
with a statement in parliament that 
the country should consider nuclear 
power in spite of the hit the energy 
source’s reputation took follow-
ing the Fukushima disaster. To cap 
off the week, Labor voted with the 
Opposition to overturn earlier com-
mitments not to purchase nuclear 
submarines. Australia may yet host 
a US nuclear submarine base.

The passing of the controversial 
nuclear waste bill means that Muckaty 
Station in the NT will warehouse what 
is described as low to intermediate 
level radioactive waste. At odds with 
supposed relative low risk involved, 
the waste will be kept in cement 
bunkers in lead lined drums. The 
traditional owners of the station have 
vowed to keep fi ghting the decision.

“Muckaty is a very special place 

for us,” a group of 27 traditional 
owners of the Warlmanpa Land Trust 
wrote recently. “None of the ministers 
have ever come to talk to us about the 
waste dump.”

Minister Ferguson insists the con-
sultation process was extensive and 
transparent and that the appropriate 
people have given the proposal the 
thumbs up. He singles out Greens WA 
Senator Scott Ludlum for causing a 
lot of his diffi culties in securing the 
waste dump bill. Traditional owners 
will make a plea to Governor General 
Quentin Bryce who still has to give 
royal assent to the legislation.

Now that a waste dump is almost 
in the government’s grasp, the ques-
tion of what to put in such a facility 
has set many leading political fi gures 
thinking. Former sports minister 
under Howard, Andrew Thomson, 
said Australia could help Japan get 
back on its feet by taking radioac-
tive soil created by the Fukushima 
nuclear disaster.

Bob Carr’s suggestion that 
Australia must look at the nuclear 
power option straightaway raises 
the question of where to put the 
waste. Muckaty maybe? The Foreign 
Minister strayed from his new port-
folio to claim that investment in 
renewable energy sources is lagging.

“The private sector’s competency 
in understanding and managing clean 
energy technology is low,” a Deloitte 
survey of investors in the sector 

said. The federal government has a 
$10 billion Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation to try to address “market 
failures”. Bob Carr has joined Martin 
Ferguson in wanting nuclear power 
put in the “clean” energy options 
category despite its clear safety 
issues. A plan for the government to 
build publicly owned and run green 
energy infrastructure commensurate 
with the challenge is inconceivable to 
the neo-liberals on both sides of the 
federal parliament.

Greens leader Bob Brown h as 
described Labor’s decision to vote 
with the Opposition to defeat a Greens 
motion to prevent the acquisition of 
nuclear submarines as a “tectonic 
shift”. The ALP previously said it 
would not seek to purchase nuclear 
subs and had opposed proposals from 
former defence minister Peter Reith 
that we should buy them from the US 
or at least allow the establishment of 
a US nuclear submarine base in the 
county. Both options would appear to 
be on the table now.

The US has already indicated its 
willingness to sell or lease a nuclear 
submarine to the Royal Australian 
Navy. The uselessness of the Collins 
class conventionally powered 
subs is often cited in connection 
with the proposition. It would also 
enhance Australia’s role in future US 
wars, including a showdown with 
China. 

Nuclear onslaught

NITV backs SBS model
Kirstie Parker

The board of National Indigenous 
Television (NITV) has agreed in 
principle to a model proposed by 
ethnic broadcaster SBS for NITV’s 
transition to a national Indigenous 
free-to-air TV channel later this 
year.

The proposal, fl eshing out 
operational, production and trans-
mission issues, has reinvigorated 
talks that began between the two 
entities following a federal govern-
ment directive last August.

NITV’s current annual fund-
ing of $15.2 million a year cuts 
out at the end of June, but it’s 

understood that NITV’s programs 
will continue to “play-out” on 
Foxtel and Austar until the transi-
tion to a spare SBS-owned channel 
is complete.

On February 22, the Koori 
Mail newspaper (see Guardian 
March 7) reported the NITV 
board’s frustration at what it per-
ceived as unnecessary delays in 
SBS responding to NITV’s core 
concerns around Indigenous con-
trol of such a channel, ongoing 
“ring-fenced” funding, and conti-
nuity for NITV staff.

The board was also annoyed not 
to have been able to secure a meet-
ing with federal Communications 

Minister Stephen Conroy – a meet-
ing that still hasn’t happened, some 
fi ve weeks after it was sought.

Despite that, NITV chairman 
Ken Reys says things progressed 
two weeks ago with the Indigenous 
board meeting and agreeing in 
principle to points raised by SBS 
around transfer of NITV’s brand 
and assets, integrity of content, 
licences and so on.

But he told the Koori Mail the 
board was retaining its right to 
negotiate around its ongoing con-
cerns. “We’re still looking at some 
issues, getting the I’s dotted and T’s 
crossed,” he said.

Mr Reys said SBS had agreed 
to an Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander person joining its board 
and to the integration of NITV’s 
Indigenous editorial policies into 
the broader SBS policy framework, 
but he conceded these measures fell 
short of true Indigenous control.

“It doesn’t equate to that, in 
lots of ways, and I’m not sure we’ll 

ever get a guarantee on that,” he 
said. 

“We’ll get representation at the 
board level and we’ll have an advi-
sory committee. And an Indigenous 
person will head the channel – 
they’ll make decisions on what 
programs are produced and other-
wise obtained for the channel – but 
they’ll report up the line through 
the head of content and into the 
management of the SBS.

“Statements have also been 
made that SBS will take as many of 
our staff as they can, but we want 
some stronger assurances around 
that too.”

Mr Reys said one of Senator 
Conroy’s advisers attended last 
week’s NITV board meeting and 
raised the possibility that commu-
nity television could also one day 
end up within SBS.

“We don’t think the government 
is going that way but it certainly 
raised eyebrows. The Minister 
stated in August last year that this 

channel would remain a dedicated 
Indigenous channel,” he said. “We 
don’t want NITV boxed in with 
community television and we’ll be 
putting that to the Minister.

“We need to not disrespect SBS 
and their role and responsibilities as 
the broadcaster, but also to ensure 
that they’ll give this dedicated 
channel every ounce of respect 
and dignity it should have for us 
as Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people.

“We realise we’re not in control 
of this process from July 1 (but) we 
defi nitely don’t want to be just sub-
sumed into SBS. We’re Indigenous 
Australians. Don’t tag us as mul-
ticultural, we’re quite distinct. If 
harmony can be struck on that, I 
believe we’ll grow stronger and 
stronger.”

An approach to Senator 
Conroy’s offi ce on the negotiations 
between NITV and SBS continued 
to go unanswered.
Koori Mail 

The Demise or Otherwise of South Australia’s Gulfs

An exhibition curated by the Save Our Gulf Coalition to raise awareness of 

environmental issues threatening South Australia’s Gulfs

Exhibition open until April 1

Gulf Talk
2pm, Sunday 25 March

An opportunity to meet and chat to the organizing committee 

in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. All welcome, free entry

Gallery M: Marion Cultural Centre
287 Diagonal Road Oaklands Park (adj. to Westfield) Marion

P: 8377 2904 E: info@gallerym.net.au

Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm Sat 12 noon - 4pm Sun 1pm - 4pm

Closed public Holidays

Some of the many books available at Shop@CPA

The Globalization of Poverty 
and the New World Order
Michel Chossudovsky
$30 (+ $8 p&p)
The Global Economic Crisis:
The Great Depression of the XXI Century
Michel Chossudovsky & 
Andrew Gavin Marshall, Editors
$25 (+ $8 p&p)

Get both for $60 incl p&p

74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Ph 02 9699 8844 shop@cpa.org.au
All payments by Cheque or Money Order to “CPA”. Credit Card – min purchase $20 (incl card type, name, number & exp date).



6 The Guardian
March 21 2012Magazine

Bob Treasure

It is sometimes tempting to tag our oppo-
nents as “climate deniers” or “climate 
change skeptics”, simply because they often 
deny the evidence of their own senses, and 
what is happening all around them. Their 
views, ignorant and dogmatic as they usually 
are, tend to operate in a cynical and toxic 
way to undermine action around stopping 
carbon pollution, or pursuing renewable 
alternatives. Often, they are merely vehicles 
of a vested capitalist interest, defending the 
comfortable exploitation and profi t-taking 
of the past.

Of course, it is frustrating to see certain 
media outlets overlook the common science 
and lionize the often irrational, “climate change 
sceptics”. They get coverage way beyond their 
worth. If a “scientist”, like the Cold War defec-
tors of old, wanted instant fame and a market for 
their views, they need only question “climate 
change misrepresentation”.

It is our task to patiently, positively and 
rationally, explain the facts and expose the fal-
lacies. Often the answers are simply a Google 
away, because the information, the data and the 
answers, are readily available on the Internet. 
They are also available in an excellent CPA 
booklet entitled Hot Earth, available now at 
the Party Bookshop.

This is a guide for activists, people engaged 
in the arguments on a daily basis, or who are 
confronting the cynical affronts of workmates 
who simply won’t accept reality and therefore, 
refuse to act.

1) “It’s not really happening. We’re just 
noticing extreme weather events more because 
of modern media coverage”

Global warming is certainly happening. 
Any cursory glance at mean annual temperature 
graphs since the 1880s (when records began) 
shows a steady increase in the world’s annual 
temperatures, but there was a noticeable spike 
in the 1980’s which meant two thirds of the 
0.8C degrees increase over the past 100 years 
has happened in the last three decades.

On this trend, 21st century global surface 
temperature will increase to 2.9C degrees on 
the lowest carbon emissions scenario and 6.4C 
degrees on the highest. In other words, we are 
facing an increase in global warming of at 
least 3C degrees (because we are not holding 
to minimal emissions) over the next 90 years, 
an extraordinary change.

Worst affected are the polar ice caps, espe-
cially, at present, the Arctic. Melting of ice into 
the oceans slows their warming down, but land 
temperatures continue to grow and impact upon 
surrounding seas. Oceans rise, currents are being 
altered, which affects weather patterns.

To use an old metaphor, we are living in a 
sealed greenhouse within which more and more 
people are breathing out CO2. The effect is to 
create denser humidity and more extreme storms, 
fl oods, cyclones, winds, heat and cold – yes cold, 
because increased humidity and cloud cover can 
produce extreme hail and snow falls as well…

Insurance premiums against weather events 
like fl ood and bushfi re have increased by 50-100 
percent over the past decade – way beyond the 
rate of infl ation. This is because the number of 
“classifi able weather or bushfi re disasters” in 
Australia grew from 25 in the 1980s to 54 in 
the 90s and 60 in the 2000s. Hard-nosed capital-
ists do not raise prices for nothing: increasing 
extreme weather events are a reality.

2)” Global warming is a conspiracy of 
scientists, seeking to extract more money 
from government sources.”

Of all “sceptic” claims, this is the most 
pernicious, illogical and feasibly, dishonest. We 
already know that fame and fortune are most 
likely to accrue to “scientists” – often deniers 
are not scientists but writers, shock jocks and 
industry commentators having no relevant quali-
fi cations whatsoever – who have “discovered” 
evidence to contradict global warming.

This is because the general public has an 
understandable resistance to the idea of human-
induced climate change. It confronts comfortable 
habits of consumption and capitalist precepts 
of maximal exploitation, and thus job security. 
The media have a history of infl aming prejudice 
to inspire rabid reaction and accrue profi t. It is 
they who are most likely to lie or distort, not 
the 95 percent of scientists world-wide who 

have devoted their lives to expanding human 
knowledge.

To suggest that tens of thousands of people 
from such differing academic communities as 
China, India, Europe, the USA and Australia, 
from as widely varied sources as geographers, 
atmospheric scientists, marine biologists, bio-
geochemists, physicists, meteorologists and 
applied mathematicians to name a few,  have all 
joined together in some kind of plot to extract 
money from their respective governments, 
beggars belief. 

The supposed “proof” of a conspiracy, 
some hacked e-mails from the University of 
East Anglia, and jumped upon as “evidence of 
a cover up” by such noted News Ltd luminaries 
as Andrew Bolt, have simply been misinter-
preted and beat up to try and undermine the 
overwhelming weight of real evidence.

A 2008 Gallup Poll found that 58 percent of 
Australians believed that human-induced climate 
change was real. A survey of 3,146 earth scien-
tists conducted by Doran, found that 82 percent 
of them held human-induced climate change 
was real. Of these, furthermore, the specialist 
“climatologists”, that is, those scientists who had 
specifi cally published, undergone peer review, 
and established their detailed knowledge of the 
science, 97 percent said that human-induced 
climate change was real. In other words, the 
more people know, the more detailed their 
appreciation of the facts, the more certain they 
are of global warming.

3) “Climate change is not new. It has 
happened many times before in the Earth’s 
history. It is natural”

While there have been fl uctuations in Earth 
temperature over the past 2,000 years (the so-
called “mini Ice Age” of the late mediaeval 
period), none of them have been so abrupt or 
severe as those being experienced in the 20th 
century and now – we are currently living 
through the hottest decades in world history.

“Pre-history” is another matter. Over the 
past 2 billion years the Earth has undergone its 
own process of development. It began as a mol-
ten mass but its distance from the Sun allowed 
cooling, which in turn formed an “atmosphere” 
of various liquids and gases. Once it had estab-
lished its climate, four major factors continued 
to naturally infl uence the future of the planet:

Variations in the Earth’s orbit. This “tilt of 
the axis” ranges from 22.5C degrees to 24.5C 
degrees. Currently the Earth’s tilt is 23.5C 
degrees, exactly midway, but heading for the 
further lean. When the world’s tilt is smaller, the 
temperatures of the seasons are milder, when it 
is higher, they become more extreme. The cycle 

takes 26,000 years overall. That is, in 13,000 
years time, our summers will become hotter and 
our winters colder. The problem is everything 
is becoming much hotter, NOW.

Volcanic eruptions. At one stage in Earth’s 
pre-history, its crust was thinner and volcanic 
activity was rife. The effect was to produce a 
greater land mass and to cool the atmosphere 
for, despite the heat of exploding magma and 
gas, the sulphur dioxide of volcanoes mixed 
with the stratosphere to cloud the Earth’s surface 
and limit the impact of the Sun’s rays. In turn, 
when volcanic activity decreased and the clouds 
cleared, the Earth warmed up. This process took 
millions of years to happen.

Variations in solar output. Periodically 
sunspots and storms alter the amount of energy 
coming from the Sun. Climate change deniers 
have sometimes argued that such events provide 
a “natural” explanation of global warming. The 
problem is, that the overall direction of the Sun’s 
energy is in decline and that the basic impact of 
more frequent sunspots on the Sun is to refl ect 

cooler temperatures, while the Earth is getting 
hotter. Generally, the hypothesis of the Sun 
“naturally” causing global warming has been 
scientifi cally debunked.

Atmospheric carbon dioxide variation. The 
volume of carbon dioxide has indeed varied 
throughout the Earth’s prehistory, although 
evidence suggests that in the distant past, this 
has been more of a symptom than a cause. 
When the Earth’s temperature has varied due to 
factors previously mentioned, the oceans stored 
more C02 when colder, and released more as 
temperatures rose. Again, this “natural” process 
occurred over hundreds of thousands of years 
... the situation is different now.

Now, human produced carbon dioxide is 
driving the heating of the Earth, not the reverse. 
And it is happening at an ever faster rate, faster 
than anything in history or pre-history. By warm-
ing the oceans and clearing forests, humanity 
is making the “natural” task of absorbing C02 
diffi cult, if not impossible.

Climate scientists are not stupid. The natural 
variations mentioned here, and many others, as 
many as might rationally be considered to have 
an effect on the Earth’s climate, are factored in 
to computerised models of present and future 
climatic projections, such as those produced 

by NASA. The one constant, irrefutable factor 
that dominates these projections is the grow-
ing presence of human-caused carbon dioxide, 
accumulating in the Earth’s atmosphere. There 
is no escaping it: it is causing the heating of 
our globe.

4) “Carbon dioxide is a weightless gas. It 
is pointless to try and arrest it.”

Apparently both Tony Abbott and commer-
cial radio commentator Alan Jones have been 
caught out on this point. Of course it is utterly 
false. Carbon dioxide is a gas, and relatively 
light. But it has a weight, and that weight is 
caught in increasing amounts in the Earth’s 
atmosphere.

C02, compared to other major gases such 
as nitrogen and oxygen, is a relatively small 
component of the total atmosphere. However, 
its role in moderating the world’s temperature is 
crucial. It is one of the few gases that captures 
heat, and without it, the Earth would have frozen 
over eons ago. But over the past 100 years, since 
industrialisation, the relative volume of C02 

has increased from .028% to .039%, an overall 
increase in CO2’s share of 70%.

The “natural” ecosystem deals with 255 
billion tonnes of C02 per year, but industri-
alisation has added a further 5.5 billion tonnes 
(and growing) from burning fossil fuels every 
year, and this has tipped the balance above the 
capacity of the environment to absorb. Thus 
extra carbon dioxide is accumulating around 
us every day.

According to the Garnaut Climate Change 
Review the average Australian emits 28.1 
tonnes of carbon dioxide per year, which is 
twice the OECD average and four times the 
global average. This is largely because of our 
dependence on coal-fi red energy sources and 
a need to consume copious amounts of fossil-
fuel power for mining, manufacture, heating, 
cooling, cooking, lighting, entertainment and 
transportation.

5) “Why should Australia stick its neck 
out? The rest of the world is doing nothing.”

It’s true that today, China is the world’s 
biggest manufacturer, and its biggest polluter, 
producing some 17 percent of the world’s carbon 
dioxide. On the other hand, the Chinese response 
to issues around climate change has been swift 
and meaningful. At Copenhagen they tabled 

plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
40-50 percent and increase forest cover an extra 
40 million hectares by 2020. Also, renewable 
power sources would take up 15 percent of 
energy generation by the same year (Australia’s 
now is 9 percent).

China once used 37 million barrels of crude 
oil to manufacture plastic bags – they are now 
universally banned. They have also committed to 
the elimination of incandescent light bulbs, and 
being the producer of 70 percent of the world’s 
light bulbs, this process is virtually guaranteed.

China is also no slouch when it comes to 
manufacturing green technologies and now 
produces more solar panels and wind turbines 
than any other country. China leads the world 
in voltaic cell research and production. The 
Chinese government recently committed 
US$216 billion in subsidies to further develop 
the nation’s green technology sector. In 2009 
China spent twice as much as the US to fund 
so-called “green markets”, which was close 
to 50 percent of world expenditures overall. 

Arguments over climate change

While there have been fluctuations in Earth temp
the past 2,000 years, none of them have been so abrupt

being experienced in the 20th century and now – we a
through the hottest decades in world hist
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China’s per capita CO2 emissions, incidentally, 
are currently 6 tonnes.

Countries such as Cuba, Venezuela, France, 
Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Hungary, Belarus and Britain (among many 
others) have drastically reduced their per capita 
emissions over the past decade while Australian 
emissions have continued to increase.

6) “So what?”
Some deniers argue that climate change, 

whether natural or human-induced, will happen 
anyway. It is unstoppable, so why bother trying. 
We could all do with less polar ice (the Antarctic 
will be easier to mine!) and a few less glaciers. 
With the changing weather patterns, we might 
even be able to plant crops in the desert.

Again, a shallow and unscientifi c analysis. 
We most certainly will not be able to “cherry-
pick” the plethora of changes that will occur 
with global warming. Many species will not 
survive the rapid acceleration of heat. It is not 
just a question of relocating several million peo-
ple when the oceans rise. If the ocean becomes 
acidic, most current species dependent on it will 
die. It is entirely possible that we will end up 
with a dead planet in the not-very-distant future.

It is no longer, really, a question of whether 
global warming is happening, it is a question of 

how much Planet Earth can stand. Our future, 
the future of the globe, is too important to 
allow privateer corporate barons to exploit on 
a rampaging, cut-throat basis, without regard 
to the total ecology. Now more than ever, the 
people of the world, the 99 percent if you will, 
must grasp the ownership of the Earth’s major 
resources in order to save it!

“Self regulation”, whether in the media, 
advertising or problem gambling, simply does 
not work. “Carbon trading schemes”, taxes 
and regulation are only half-baked measures 
designed to make capitalism behave like a good 
citizen – it never does. The production, use and 
distribution of energy is too important to be left 
in the hands of profi t-motivated cowboys. It is 
a “commanding heights” industry!

This is the very worst time for governments 
to be privatising electricity. Working people 
must assert and extend their management over 
such vital resources. The future of Spaceship 
Earth demands it. 

Magazine

Kenneth Haar

The power of Goldman Sachs did not come 
out of the blue. The Wall Street bank started 
building its European empire in 1986 – dur-
ing Margaret Thatcher’s sweeping deregula-
tion of the British fi nancial sector – when it 
came to London and ingratiated itself with 
both major political parties.

From London, the tentacles of the squid 
moved across the Channel into continental 
Europe, slowly increasing the bank’s infl u-
ence by lobbying in Brussels – where its 
chief lobbyists enjoy privileged access to 
both the European Commission and the 
European Parliament – and by playing a 
key role in a number of big fi nancial lobby 
associations.

Alongside this standard lobbying, 
Goldman Sachs also developed a powerful 
network. And herein lies its power, according 
to Marc Roche, Le Monde’s London cor-
respondent and author of a ground-breaking 
book about the bank.

“They’re simply the best at build-
ing political networks, and that has earned 
them the name ‘Government Sachs’ ”, says 
Roche. “In Europe they stay clear of ex-
politicians; instead they go for ex-European 
Commissioners and former central bankers. 
These work as door-openers. They help the 
bank to get access to those in power, and they 
show them how the EU works.”

At the end of last year, the strategy came 
up trumps. On November 1, 2011, the fi rst of 
two “bankers’ coups” took place when Mario 
Draghi, managing director and European 
vice-president of Goldman Sachs from 2002-
05, took over as president of the European 
Central Bank.

Before his appointment could be 
approved, Draghi had to appear before 
a 35-strong committee of the European 
Parliament. Some concerns were expressed 
that Draghi was involved with European 
governments, particularly with Greece, where 
Goldman Sachs had developed a complicated 
fi nancial instrument that concealed the extent 
of the country’s offi cial debts, enabling it to 
join the Euro in 2001.

Draghi responded that the deals were 
“undertaken before my joining Goldman 
Sachs [and] I had nothing to do with them”.

Marc Roche disagrees. “Goldman 
Sachs has never denied claims in the New 
York Times that Draghi promoted the same 
kind of deals with other southern European 
governments.”

A detail that was missing from Draghi’s 
CV was his membership of an exclusive 
international club of bankers. The Group of 
Thirty is a kind of lobby group with chief 
executives from some of the world’s biggest 
banks, including JP Morgan Chase, Morgan 
Stanley and Goldman Sachs. Their meetings 
are confi dential.

When researchers from the campaign 
group Corporate Europe Observatory asked 
the ECB about this in light of its vaunted 
independence from political infl uence, they 
received the following brush-off: “It is part of 
the President’s tasks to represent the ECB in 
international conferences, fora and groups…”

In other words, Draghi can enjoy secret 
talks on fi nancial regulation with Goldman 
Sachs.

Thank you, Greek crisis
The second bankers’ coup came a few 

weeks later. Following Silvio Berlusconi’s 
sudden departure from power, an internation-
al advisor from Goldman Sachs was selected 
as Italy’s new prime minister. Mario Monti, a 
former EU Commissioner, had worked for the 
bank since 2005. In 2010 he was appointed 
by the Commission to put forward proposals 
on how to deepen the Single Market – while 
still working for Goldman Sachs.

Monti had always pushed for further 
European economic integration with the free 
and deregulated market as the cornerstone. 
Shortly before he left the Commission, 

some of these proposals were defeated in 
the Council of Ministers. To his delight they 
re-emerged in response to the euro crisis. At 
a conference in Brussels in January 2011, he 
greeted the acceptance of his ideas for strong-
er enforcement of EU austerity policies with: 
“Thank you, Greek crisis”.

A few months later Monti was at the 
helm of Italy’s “technocratic government”.

The advantage to Goldman Sachs of hav-
ing its former employees in the top govern-
ment jobs is evident. It’s also advantageous to 
have its people in key advisory positions. The 
new technocrat Prime Minister of Greece, 
Lucas Papademos, knows about this. He 
was head of the Greek Central Bank when 
Goldman Sachs was helping his government 
mask its debts.

When Northern Rock was about to go 
bust, it was Goldman Sachs the British gov-
ernment turned to for advice. And when the 
Euro crisis wiped out several Irish banks, 
including the Anglo Irish Bank, which owed 
billions to Goldman Sachs, who was called in 
to advise? Peter Sutherland, chair of Goldman 
Sachs International and fi rst director-general 
of the World Trade Organisation.

God’s work
Take its role in the disastrous investment 

by European banks in the US real estate mar-
ket. Goldman sold securities (bundles of loan 
certifi cates) based on mortgages to European 
banks, while simultaneously helping hedge 
fund manager John Paulson bet against the 
same securities. As a result, European banks 
like ABN AMRO, Royal Bank of Scotland 
and IKB Deutsche Industriebank lost more 
than a billion dollars. This has been likened 
to selling a bike with faulty brakes, and then 
selling bets that the brakes will fail.

Several top Goldman traders and execu-
tives were forced to appear before the US 
Congress. But the bank spared itself further 

embarrassment by choosing to settle with a 
US$550 million fi ne – a sum swiftly recov-
ered when news of the settlement made its 
shares leap in value.

But such scandals have done nothing 
to halt the squid’s expansion into Europe. 
Nor has there been any show of remorse. 
Interviewed in 2009, chief executive Lloyd 
Blankfein explained he was doing “God’s 
work”. Indeed, when he goes to Europe to 
warn the EU against “excessive regulation” 
he is received by press and European com-
missioners alike as though he were divine.

The need for a clear separation of public 
policies and private fi nancial interests might 
seem self-evident. But governments and EU 
Commissioners still consider bankers and 
speculators as the wise, visionary and una-
voidable sources for inspiration when design-
ing the future economy.

What is to be done?
This provides the company with access to 

information, networks and infl uence that the 
person in question built up while working, 
supposedly, in the “public interest”.

The EU has been unable (or unwilling) 
to deal with revolving doors. In 2010 the 
European coalition for lobby transparency, 
ALTER-EU, counted six out of a total of 
thirteen commissioners who had just left and 
joined private companies. Of the six, fi ve had 
joined the private fi nancial sector.

To combat this, ALTER-EU is campaign-
ing for a “cooling-off period” of three years 
when it should be impossible for an ex-Com-
missioner or ex-MEP to join a private com-
pany that can exploit experience and contacts 
obtained in public offi ce.

It’s a small step, perhaps, but one that 
might put a few obstacles in the way of the 
ambitions of “Government Sachs”.
New Internationalist 

What the squid 
did next

perature over 
pt or severe as those 
are currently living 
tory.
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Adri Niewhof &
Mireille Mendes

Israel has been criticised for 
violating the right to equality in a 
new report by the UN Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD).

CERD is a body of legal special-
ists who monitor the implementation 
of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, which states that any 
doctrine of superiority based on racial 
differentiation is scientifi cally false, 
morally condemnable, socially unjust 
and dangerous.

According to its report, key 
legislation in Israel runs counter to 
that convention. Israel’s Basic Law 
(the closest thing it has to a written 
constitution) does not contain a com-
mitment to equality or to prohibit 
racial discrimination. Neither does 
Israeli law contain a proper defi nition 
of racial discrimination.

The CERD paper is a response 
to a 183-page document that Israel 
submitted to the committee earlier 
this year. Whereas Israel is required 
to provide a formal update on its 
progress in eliminating racial discrim-
ination every two years, it has tended 
to miss the deadline. Its latest update 
was an attempt to bring together three 
separate reports that were supposed 
to have been sent to the committee 
in 2006, 2008 and 2010 respectively.

Israel’s report was restricted 
to issues within its internationally-
recognised borders, with no mention 
of its treatment of Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza. But the CERD 
paper takes Israel to task for racial 
discrimination both within the state 
and in the territories it occupies, 
including the Syrian Golan Heights.

Among its litany of complaints, 
CERD managed to make four small 
positive points about Israel’s record 
between 2004 and 2010. For example, 
it welcomed a law banning violence 
in sport.

Segregation
CERD has expressed particular 

concern about the segregation between 
Jewish and non-Jewish communities 
in Israel. For example, there are two 
separate systems of education – one 
in Hebrew and one in Arabic – and 
two separate systems of local govern-
ment – for Jewish municipalities and 
“municipalities of the minorities.”

The committee underscored its 
unease at allegations of ongoing dis-
crimination against Ethiopian Jews 
(also known as Falashas) in Israel. 
More than 50 percent of Ethiopian 
Jewish families in Israel live below 
the poverty line, while the correspond-
ing fi gure for white Jewish Israel 
families is 16 percent. Ethiopian 
Jews encounter a range of problems 
in Israel such as frequent verbal abuse 
of a racist nature and being restricted 
to low-paid jobs (“The tribulations 
of being an Ethiopian Jew,” IRIN, 
February 9, 2012).

Noting that Israel denies 
Palestinians (including Bedouins) 
equal access to land and property 
through a number of discriminatory 
laws on land issues, CERD “strongly 
recommends” that Israel revokes any 
legislation that does not comply with 
the principle of non-discrimination. 
The same applies to laws and bills 
that would make social and economic 
benefi ts dependent on completion of 
military service.

The committee explicitly 

addresses the situation of vulnerable 
indigenous Bedouin communities 
in Israel. It calls on Israel to halt its 
ongoing policy of home demolitions 
and forced displacement.

Tearing families apart
Furthermore, Israel should revoke 

legislation which prevents family 
reunifi cation between Palestinians 
holding Israeli citizenship and 
residents of the West Bank and Gaza, 
which severely affects the right to 
marriage and choice of spouse. The 
fundamental right to family life is 
enshrined in the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
in the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Israel should act against the tide 
of racism and xenophobia in public 
discourse, according to CERD. All 
racist and xenophobic statements by 
public offi cials and religious leaders 
directed against Palestinians and 
against asylum-seekers of African 
origin should therefore be strongly 
condemned.

Systematic 
discrimination

CERD refutes Israel’s claim that 
the convention against racial discrimi-
nation does not apply to its conduct in 
the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan 
Heights. The committee refers to de 
facto segregation in the West Bank, 
with two entirely separate legal 
systems and sets of institutions for 
Israeli settlers and Palestinians. The 
committee is “appalled at the hermetic 
character of this segregation.”

While it continues to expand 
Israeli settlements, Israel systemati-
cally denies construction permits to 
Palestinian and Bedouin communities 
in the West Bank. Israel should guar-
antee Palestinian and Bedouin rights 
to property and access to land, hous-
ing and natural resources – especially 
water – and eliminate any policy of 
“demographic balance,” CERD states.

Moreover, Israel should halt its 
blockade of Gaza and urgently allow 
all construction materials necessary 
for rebuilding homes and civilian 
infrastructure into the strip.

The committee also berates 
Israel for the increase in the arrest 
and jailing of children and their trial 
by military courts, and the policy of 
administrative detention, whereby 
prisoners are held without charge 
or trial. And it draws attention to 
the monetary and physical obstacles 
faced by Palestinians in Gaza seeking 
compensation before Israeli tribunals 
for loss suffered, especially during 

Operation Cast Lead, Israel’s three-
week bombing offensive in late 2008 
and early 2009.

CERD also expresses its disquiet 
at the impunity enjoyed by settlers for 
racist violence and acts of vandalism. 
Ninety percent of police investigations 
into settler-related violence during the 
period 2005-2010 were closed without 
prosecution.

In the Golan Heights, the indige-
nous residents are denied equal access 
to land, housing and basic services, 
according to CERD. Family ties have 
been disrupted since the territory’s 
illegal annexation by Israel in 1981.

Ending impunity

The timing of the CERD report 
coincides with another Israeli assault 
on Gaza, which left at least 26 
Palestinians, including fi ve civil-
ians, dead and another 80 persons 
wounded, most of them civilians. 
Israel has shown – once again – its 
total disregard for international law.

Israel’s impunity should end by 
holding the state accountable for 
its violations of international law 
including the inalienable right of the 
Palestinian people to self-determi-
nation. These laws are in place to 

guarantee that all people can live in 
international peace and security. For 
now, the State of Israel considers itself 
above international law.

With the world’s most powerful 
governments refusing to hold Israel to 
account, it is essential that people of 
conscience step up their commitment 
to the campaign for boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions against Israel. 
CERD’s report shows why Palestine 
solidarity activists, social movements, 
churches, trade unions and other 
concerned citizens have every reason 
to continue and intensify their work.
The Electronic Intifada 

UN body “appalled “ by 
Israel’s racial segregation

Cuban medicine preventing 
spread of cholera in the 
Americas
Juan Diego Nusa Penalver

HAVANA: There are no deaths 
from cholera in Haiti at the 
present time, thanks to the work 
of Cuban medical personnel, who 
have also contributed to prevent-
ing the spread of this disease in 
the Americas, affi rmed Lorenzo 
Somarriba, head of the Cuban 
Medical Mission in Haiti. He was 
speaking during a workshop in 
Havana sponsored by the Latin 
American Disaster Medicine 
Centre (CLAMED).

He added, “In the most acute 
months of the disease our person-
nel attended to 46% of cholera 
patients, with a low death rate of 
0.36%, and, together with other 
actors, avoided the disease extend-
ing beyond Haiti’s borders.” Dr 
Somarriba noted that during the 
Peruvian cholera epidemic in 1991, 
the disease affected 20 countries in 
the Americas.

He recalled that in response 
to the UN call for aid, Cuba sent 
to Haiti a total of 1,349 doctors, 
nurses and other health person-
nel, members of the Henry Reeve 
International Contingent of Doctors 
Specialising in Situations of 
Disaster and Serious Epidemics, 
who took no respite in their efforts 
to save the lives of men, women 
and children.

“This group had the valu-
able support of more than 100 
doctors graduated from the Latin 

American School of Medicine 
(ELAM) in Havana, whose 
members come from Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Guinea 
Bissau, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, United States, Uruguay, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Mali, Nigeria and Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic Republic.”

Among the lessons learned 
from the cholera epidemic in Haiti, 
Somarriba noted the effective 
work of the 50 active monitor-
ing groups created by the Cuban 
Medical Brigade who, in just over 
12 months, visited a total of 3.2 
million Haitians living in poor and 
remote communes, which saved the 
lives of 5,516 persons with cholera, 
who would have died without swift 
medical attention.

He also emphasised the impor-
tance of an epidemiological vigi-
lance system and information on 
the detection and follow up of the 
disease, the training of all medi-
cal personnel in clinical diagnosis 
and therapy, the creation of isola-
tion areas for treating cholera, and 
control of infection sources, all of 
which were measures implemented 
by the Cuban health personnel and 
contributed to the regression of 
cholera in Haiti, currently in the 
endemic phase.

A total of 522,300 people 
became infected with the cholera 

virus in Haiti, the poorest coun-
try in the region, resulting in the 
death of more than 7,000 from the 
disease.

Dr Rosa María Avalo, an inter-
national sanitary control offi cial 
from the Cuban Ministry of Public 
Health’s National Epidemiological 
Offi ce, stated that in spite of Haiti 
being Cuba’s close neighbour, there 
are no reported cases of the disease, 
due to the fact that health authori-
ties implemented a strict national 
plan to prevent its entry, with spe-
cial attention to airports, ports and 
marinas.

She noted that in 2011 there 
were outbreaks and sporadic cases 
of cholera in 25 of the 46 African 
nations, including Angola, Burundi, 
Cameroon, Chad, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mali, 
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Republic of Congo, Somalia, 
Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
as well as in Asian, Pacifi c and 
Eastern European countries.

“In the African region alone, 
more than 105,200 people were 
infected, of whom 2,912 died.

This 2nd Cholera Workshop 
discussed 30 scientifi c papers, 
including two master lectures, 
which contributed to improving 
knowledge about a disease which 
primarily affects underdeveloped 
countries in the Third World.
Granma 
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US-Korea 
free trade agreement

International

Pedro Conceicao

A long-awaited and controversial 
trade pact between the United 
States and the Republic of Korea 
came into effect on March 15. 
The deal was signed by President 
Barack Obama last year as part 
of a series of jobs measures after 
passing both chambers of Congress 
with bipartisan support.

President Obama spoke to 
President Lee Myung-bak to welcome 
the landmark deal.

Lee was quoted as saying that he 
expects that “implementation of the 
Korea-US Free Trade Agreement will 
contribute to advancing economic 
development and strengthening rela-
tions of the two countries.”

The agreement, which is expected 
to increase trade among the two coun-
tries by up to US$6.9 billion annually, 
is the biggest since President Bill 
Clinton signed the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 
1994.

It also opens South Korea to two 
of the world’s largest economies after 
a trade agreement with the European 
Union came into effect last July.

Lee said in a statement that he 
hopes the agreement will serve as 
a model for global free trade, while 
Obama said he anticipates a boost in 
trade, exports, investment and jobs 
as a result of removing trade barriers.

Tariffs will be eliminated for more 
than 7,000 South Korean products 
and 62,000 American products and 
services. Eighty percent of all goods 
traded between the two countries 
are covered under the deal, with 
95 percent being covered over fi ve 
years. Analysts in Seoul estimated 
that 300,000 jobs would be created 
over the next ten years.

Opponents of the agreement on 
both sides of the Pacifi c spoke out 
against the pact. Twelve hundred 
Koreans demonstrated in Seoul on 
March 14, saying that the deal will 
only benefi t corporate interests at the 

expense of small businesses, workers 
and farmers.

Critics in Korea say only certain 
sectors of the economy, such as auto-
mobile and electronics, will reap the 
benefi ts of open trade with America. 
Weaker sectors such as agriculture and 
small businesses will be at a disad-
vantage due to increased competition 
with US imports.

South Korea’s export-oriented 
economy competes with other 
nations in the region for trade with 
the United States. Taiwan’s govern-
ment is opposed to the deal, which 
will cost its economy US$3 billion 
in exports, with the textile industry 
being hit hardest.

In the US, Democrats and union 
groups initially opposed the plan, 
delaying its implementation for fi ve 
years. The free trade agreements with 
South Korea, Panama and Colombia 
received criticism over the lack of 
provisions protecting labour rights in 
those countries and domestic indus-
tries here at home.

Leo Gerard, president of the 
United Steelworkers, led the efforts 
against the trade deals when Obama 
sent the legislation to Congress last 
fall. He predicted that the Korean pact 
alone would cost 159,000 American 
jobs.

Human rights activists have 
pointed out that there is nothing pre-
venting South Korean companies from 
performing manufacturing operations 
across the Korean Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ). There are currently 120 South 
Korean fi rms that employ 47,000 
workers in North Korea.

Hyundai, for example, operates 
in the Kaesong Industrial Complex 
where it pays its workers less than 
half of what it paid Chinese workers. 

Independent Senator Bernie 
Sanders of Vermont addressed this 
issue on the fl oor of the Senate prior 
to the vote in October saying that it 
would “force American workers to 
compete against North Korean work-
ers who make as little as $8 a month.” 

He criticised the president for urging 
lawmakers to support the agreement 
after opposing unfettered free trade 
as a candidate.

Obama told the AFL-CIO in 
Philadelphia on April 2, 2008, that 
he refused to accept “that we have to 
sign trade deals like the South Korea 
Agreement that are bad for American 
workers. What I oppose – and what I 
have always opposed – are trade deals 
that put the interests of multinational 
corporations ahead of the interests of 
Americans workers.”

President Obama is set to visit his 
South Korean counterpart in Seoul for 
the second Nuclear Security Summit 
on March 26.
People’s World 

President Lee Myung-bak reacts as US President Barak Obama addressed the 
gathering Friday, October 14, 2011 at the General Motors Orion Assembly 
Plant in Orion Township, Michigan.

Sugar: the toxic spoonful

Fukushima disaster anniversary
The disaster that 
waited 40 years to 
happen

Thomas Riggins

A new scientifi c study has con-
cluded that sugar is as much of a 
threat to human health as tobacco 
and alcohol. Tony the Tiger (car-
toon mascot for Kellogg’s Frosties) 
may look benign, but he may be 
a merchant of death. The people 
who make Sugar Frosted Flakes 
were on to something when they 
dropped “sugar” from the name 
of their product.

The scientists who conducted 
the study at the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF) 
are blaming sugar for killing 35 
million people a year worldwide 
due to cancer, diabetes and heart 
disease, in addition to causing 
“a global obesity pandemic.” Of 
course, it’s not sugar per se that is 
solely responsible. It’s the profi ts 
before people mentality of the big 
food and agricultural conglomerates 
that are pouring sugar down the 
throats of a trusting public in order 
to puff up their bottom lines. While 
they profi t, 75 percent of health 
care spending in the US is related 
to care and cure of people suffering 
from these sugar related illnesses.

All of these cases cannot be 
blamed on sugar, but the UCSF sci-
entists think it is “a primary culprit 
of this worldwide health crisis.” 
Their report points out that too 
much sugar does more than make 
you fat: it brings about metabolic 
changes that raises blood pressure 
and causes hormonal changes and 
liver damage. These are the same 
kinds of health damages that come 
about from alcohol (distilled sugar) 
abuse. They propose that govern-
ment “regulate” (sort of) the sugar 
industry. It seems as if the last 
barrier to the exploitation of the 
public from private enterprise is the 
government – in a real democracy it 
would be the fi rst.

Robert Lustig, MD, one of the 
scientists involved in the study said, 
“As long as the public thinks that 
sugar is just ‘empty calories’ we 
have no chance of solving this” – 
i.e., the health problems caused by 
sugar. “There are good calories and 
bad calories,” he continued, “just 

as there are good fats and bad fats, 
good amino acids and bad amino 
acids, good carbohydrates and bad 
carbohydrates. But sugar is toxic 
beyond its calories.”

Claire Brindis, DPH, also 
involved in the study, said that to 
limit sugar intake we can’t just rely 
on giving out public information 
and hope that people will change 
their behaviour. She thinks the same 
kind of broadly based public pro-
grams that were developed to fi ght 
alcohol abuse and tobacco use have 
to be enlisted.

Another scientist, Laura 
Schmidt, PhD, stated an obvious, 
if disheartening, truth, that “There 
is an enormous gap between what 
we know from science and what we 
practice in reality. In order to move 
the health needle, this issue needs 
to be recognised as a fundamental 
concern at the global level.”

So, what is to be done? Should 
the government set limits to the 
amount of sugar that can be added 
to food? Should sugary snacks 
be banned in schools? Capitalists 
won’t like this. And they cer-
tainly will howl at some of the 
suggestions put forth – such as 
“levying special sales taxes (‘No 
new taxes’), controlling access 
(‘Keep the government out of 
my mouth’), tightening licensing 

requirements on vending machines 
and snack bars in schools and 
workplaces (‘We need less not more 
regulations’).”

The conservatives and the right, 
especially Republicans, won’t go 
for any of these measures. It is just 
not possible to do any progres-
sive advance, in health or science, 
as long as these groups command 
political power in the US; defeating 
them decisively is the sine qua non 
for real democratic advance. They 
won’t be mollifi ed by Dr Schmidt’s 
timid stance: “We’re not talking 
prohibition. We’re not advocating a 
major imposition of the government 
into people’s lives. We’re talking 
about gentle ways to make sugar 
consumption slightly less conven-
ient, thereby moving people away 
from the concentrated dose. What 
we want is to actually increase peo-
ple’s choices by making foods that 
aren’t loaded with sugar compara-
tively easier and cheaper to get.”

A pandemic killing 35 million 
people each year and the sugges-
tion is “to make sugar consumption 
slightly less convenient.” And why 
don’t we fi ght malaria by making 
it slightly less convenient for the 
mosquitos to suck human blood? 
Maybe they will choose to bite 
something else.
People’s World 

March 11 marked the fi rst anni-
versary of the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster, a disaster that in spite 
of claims that the reactors have 
achieved “cold shutdown”, seems 
to be still happening, with reports 
the day after cold shutdown was 
supposed to have taken place, of 
“re-criticality” taking place.

This disaster was at least 40 
years in the making: It not only 
revealed no new or unknown safety 
phenomena whatsoever, but the 
possibility of an accident like this 
had been known ever since three 
General Electric engineers resigned 
from GE in 1975, saying that the 
GE Mark1 Boiling Water Reactor – 
the reactor type at Fukushima – had 
inherent safety fl aws.

In addition, both in Japan and 
elsewhere, there had been repeated 
concerns expressed by geologists 

and engineers over earthquake 
safety and over the effects of large 
tsunamis, such as one that took 
place in eastern Japan in the ninth 
century.

What is shocking is that, faced 
with well-known safety concerns, 
the Tokyo Electric Power Company 
did nothing.

What should be even more 
shocking is that faced with yet 
another disaster that is as or more 
serious than Chernobyl, some gov-
ernments even now talk of building 
further nuclear power plants.

Fukushima shows there is no 
mystery to the dangers of nuclear 
power whatsoever. With all of 
Japans nuclear power plants shut 
down at least for now, it couldn’t 
be clearer that nuclear power is far 
from being the solution to global 
warming. 
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Time to improve 
health access for 
older people

Australia’s current health and aged 
care system is ill-equipped to cope 
with the increasing demands of an 
ageing population, and reform is 
urgently needed, leading health-
care experts have warned. 

By 2050, over 3.5 million older 
Australians will access aged care 
services each year, and more people 
will require complex care for demen-
tia, diabetes and other morbidities 
associated with older age.

The Royal Australasian College of 
Physicians (RACP) is calling on the 
Australian government to respond to 
the Productivity Commission’s report 

into Caring for Older Australians 
and include aged care reform in the 
2012-13 Federal Budget.

The Australian government 
must ensure that aged care reforms 
are integrated with national health 
reforms to deliver more seamless 
and coordinated health and aged care 
services to older Australians.

Almost all Australians aged over 
65 years have at least one chronic 
condition, and 80 percent report hav-
ing three or more chronic conditions.

Specialist physicians, including 
geriatricians, rehabilitation physicians 
and palliative medicine specialists, are 
experts in multidisciplinary care and 
complex disease prevention, assess-
ment, management and treatment for 
older Australians.

Older people, particularly those 
living in residential aged care facili-
ties, often have diffi culty accessing 
timely specialist medical care, result-
ing in unnecessary hospitalisation. 

Improved integration of the health 
and aged care systems is needed to 
ensure older people can access the 
right care, in the right place, at the 
right time and by the right team. 

The implementation of National 
Health Reforms, including Medicare 
Locals, Local Hospital Networks, 
Lead Clinicians Groups and eHealth 

and telehealth initiatives, provides 
opportunities to better coordinate 
health and aged care, and deliver more 
specialist medical care to older people 
outside of hospital. 

This will allow for early assess-
ment, prevention and management of 
chronic disease and complex health 
conditions in the elderly to improve 
health outcomes and reduce emer-
gency department admissions. 

Specialist physicians should be 
integrated within multidisciplinary 
teams to improve continuity of and 
satisfaction with care and to reduce 
duplication. 

Professor John Kolbe
RACP President

US bases and crime
Congratulations to all once again 
on the just passed International 
Women’s Day. Pleasant as it was to 
mark the achievements (and there 
are quite a few) there are still many 
issues that need attention.

I was reminded about one of them 
reading an article in The Australian 
about a rape victim who came out and 
warned about US military bases. An 
Australian woman who lived in Japan 
had fought for 10 years to bring a 

US sailor who raped her to justice. 
He was fi nally dealt with because he 
committed another crime.

With the Australian government 
warmly welcoming increased numbers 
of US military in Darwin, serious 
discussion should take place about 
legal matters involving US military 
personnel. There are victims of their 
crimes all over the world while the 
perpetrators are protected by law and 
shifted to other places.

We should have a public discus-
sion on these matters and all the legal 
aspects should be made clear. We 
have enough criminals of our own 
to deal with. We do not need to bring 
in another lot who cannot be touched 
by our laws.

Mati English
Sydney 

Care for animals, 
care for health
In the wake of reports from 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
that Australia now ranks as the 
world’s fi fth-fattest nation, I have 
something for people to chew on: 
vegans are nine times less likely 
to be obese than meat-eaters are. 

Eating vegan meals has been 
scientifi cally proven to take weight 
off and keep it off for more than a 
year, so I suggest that those wor-
ried about their weight consider 
tipping any meat that they have 
in their refrigerators directly into 
the rubbish.

The 60 percent of adult 
Australians defi ned as overweight 
or obese can not only lose weight 
but also dramatically improve their 
health by replacing sausage rolls and 
meat pies with Weet-Bix and veggie 
kebabs. Because meat, eggs and dairy 
products are devoid of fi bre but loaded 
with artery-clogging saturated fat and 
cholesterol, eating plant-based meals 
slashes people’s risk of heart disease, 
diabetes, arthritis and cancer.

The meat industry isn’t just toxic 
for human health – it’s also responsi-
ble for animal suffering on a massive 
scale. On today’s factory farms, ani-
mals are crammed by the thousands 
into fi lthy windowless sheds.

Let’s turn the race for the fattest 
nation into the race for the fi ttest one 
by switching to healthy and humane 
vegan meals.

Ashley Fruno
Senior Campaigner

PETA (People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals)
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Death rays 
and the like
The scientifi c boys and girls who work for 
the US military, products of some of the 
best educational institutions in the USA, 
recently showed off their latest effort to 
move human civilisation forward: a “crowd 
control” pain ray. Rejoicing in the relatively 
innocuous name “Active Denial System”, the 
new US weapon sends out a high-frequency 
electromagnetic ray. In other words, it is 
designed to do to demonstrators what a 
microwave oven does to porridge.

And you don’t have to stick the demonstra-
tor in the oven for it to be effective: the ray has 
a range of “seven football fi elds”. Whoopee!

The US military has been experimenting 
with death rays for decades – as well as nerve 
gasses, neutron weapons, space-mounted X-ray 
weapons, etc, anything that might kill people 
while leaving property untouched.

It seems this policy has fi nally met up with 
another US phenomenon: the public backlash 
against the increasingly obvious way US govern-
ment policy is being run by and for big corpora-
tions, to the growing detriment of the working 
stiffs who actually create the country’s wealth.

The Pentagon is clearly looking towards the 
day when they will have to defend the rich and 
powerful from the multitude of “have-nots”, who 
are not going to be satisfi ed with promises and 
propaganda forever.

The US military already trains for “subdu-
ing” civil disturbances, disturbances where the 
enemy to be “subdued” are not wily foreigners 
in turbans but typical Americans carrying peace 
placards!

Turning a “non-lethal” heat ray on them is a 
not particularly big step from that point. During 
the “occupy Wall St” protests police in New 
York herded demonstrators into fenced in areas 
and then turned their pepper sprays on them at 
close range. Pepper spray – like rubber bullets 
and tazers – is also defi ned as a “non-lethal” 
weapon, despite instances where the use of such 
weapons has resulted in fatalities.

According to Pentagon tests, people hit 

with the heat ray feel an intense, unbearable 
heat. Turn a weapon like that on to a struggling 
mass of people, some angry some frightened, 
and you have a recipe for panic and trampling. 
Especially if the weapon is in the hands of a 
soldier who has been taught to regard demon-
strators as “the enemy” and who has also been 
told “not to worry, it’s non lethal”.

Demonstrations are made up of people of all 
ages and states of health. What is the effect of 
this heat ray on pregnant women? On a foetus? 
On someone with a heart condition?

And why is the military being trained to use 
this weapon against demonstrators anyway? We 
are constantly being told that the right to dem-
onstrate against the government and its laws is 
a fundamental measure of our democracy. Well, 
is it or isn’t it? Gunning down demonstrators 
with a heat ray doesn’t sound very democratic.

US Marine Colonel Tracy Taffola, showing 
off the weapon to the media, boasted that: “It 
could be used across the military spectrum of 
operations, perimeter security, crowd control, 
entry control points, you name it. I think our 
forces will fi gure out the many different applica-
tions that it would have.”

I think that is just what people are afraid of. 
The British tabloid the Globe and Mail 

reports that “Various development versions of 
the heat ray have been tested for years. One 

was sent to Afghanistan – but never used – in 
2010.” That raises interesting questions: why 
send it and then never use it? Is it perhaps not 
so “non-lethal” after all?

The Globe And Mail also reports that “Police 
departments have shown interest”. I’ll bet they 
have. When you see how enthusiastically they 
embraced tasers when those babies became 
available, shooting people umpteen times with 
the electric shock weapons, giving police a long-
distance way of infl icting pain on demonstrators 
seems like a very unsafe thing to do.

Among the comments that appeared on US 
websites about this news report was this one 
from Socialist, who suggested that “now is 
indeed time to leave the country”: “My nephew 
will be going abroad to attend university, he can 
get a quality education for a tiny fraction of the 
price of an equivalent US education (taught in 
English). When he graduates, he will not be a 
debt slave to the banksters.”

When an on-line correspondent asserted 
that “There is no place on the face of the earth 
that you or anybody else will be safe from 
Obama’s military”, Socialist responded with the 
commonsense argument: “However in relative 
terms, there are places that are less violent [than 
the USA], where essentials of life (like health 
care, education, quality food and housing) are 
much more affordable. The Empire, even with 

drones and all the technology, does not have 
the power to control everything. The Empire is 
more fragile than we can imagine. The quality 
of life in the US is far lower than many would 
care to admit.”

That last point is very real and is becoming 
recognised by more and more Americans, as the 
endless propaganda they are fed – about living 
in the greatest country on Earth – falls apart 
in front of their eyes. Just the other day I saw 
a television news report in which US primary 
school teachers referred to the schools they 
taught in as “third world” standard.

Every day that big oil companies and big 
banks and fi lthy rich hedge funds get additional 
tax breaks from the US government while con-
sumer prices continue to rise (not least at the 
petrol pump), is a day when Americans are 
forced to look at the reality of the world and to 
compare it with the laughable fantasy they are 
fed as “the American dream”. The number who 
don’t bother to vote is a sad indication of their 
widespread rejection of that dream as bogus.

Meanwhile, the Pentagon and the corpora-
tions it serves continue to develop their weapons 
to suppress any attempt at a popular uprising. 
For they know that the current situation cannot 
prevail forever. And they intend to be ready.

The question is: will the people be 
ready? 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland
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Sun 25 Mar – 
Sat 31 Mar

The spectacular fi nds of fossils 
in Australia in recent years 

have made us all well aware that this 
very ancient land has a fascinating 
prehistory. Our soils are ancient, our 
mountains have worn down over eons, 
there are huge craters from meteor 
strikes, there are lots of fossilised 
remains of dinosaurs and other mega-
fauna, as well as living fossils like the 
Wollemi pine to be found still thriving 
in hidden valleys.

Australia: The Time Traveller’s 
Guide (ABC1 Sundays at 8.30pm 
from March 25) uses a mix of 
palaeontology and geology to tell 
the history of the planet as revealed 
in the rocks and surrounding sea-life 
of Australia.

The four-part series is written, 
produced, directed and hosted by 
scientist-turned-fi lmmaker Dr Richard 
Smith, who made the award-winning 
feature-length documentary Crude.

Beginning with a graphic and 
highly effective means of conveying 
the immensity of the time scale 
involved in the evolution of the 
Earth and the other planets, Dr Smith 
reveals to us such seemingly “far-
out” concepts as the rusting of the 
early oceans, which resulted (over 
a very long time) in Australia’s iron 
ore deposits, now being dug up so 
energetically by mining companies.

There are some things that one 
would have liked more information 
on, such as the reasons for the fi rst 
planetary deep freeze, when the 
surface froze solid from Pole to Pole, 
under an ice sheet several kilometres 
thick (not to be confused with the 
much milder later Ice Ages which 
never covered the whole surface). 
Dr Smith’s point is the resilience of 

life which survived even this, but 
more explanation would have been 
appreciated by this viewer at least.

That, however, is a small 
criticism in a program that is at all 
times fascinating and quite often 
a revelation. I was particularly 
interested to discover how relatively 
recent was the addition of the entire 
east coast to Australia’s land mass.

Observational documentaries 
that follow particular groups 

of people around as they try to be 
farmers in Holland, or win a dance 
competition, or build a house using 
the same tools as the ancient Romans, 
are now so commonplace it seems 
nobody can do anything anymore 
unless they have a camera crew trail-
ing behind them.

Some of the resulting films 
are simply a pain; others are very 
revealing and interesting. One 
which I think will fall into the latter 
category is the documentary series 
Country Town Rescue in six half-hour 
episodes (ABC1 Tuesdays at 8.00pm 
from March 27). 

I have only seen the fi rst two 
episodes but already I am hooked. 
The fi lm follows the efforts of the 
residents of the small NSW country 
town of Trundle to stop it from 
disappearing like so many other 
small rural communities faced with 
ten years of drought, competition 
from big agribusiness concerns, 
and governments more interested in 
the demands of high-profi t mining 
companies than keeping people on 
the land.

The real solution of course is 
a complete change of government 
policy, to one that sees the retention 
of people on the land as truly being in 
the national interest. In the meantime, 
the people of Trundle have taken 
a leaf out of the similar efforts by 
struggling communities in Victoria 
and Tasmania and in the NSW town 
of Cumnock.

The Trundle folk’s plan was 
simple enough: fi ve families would be 
offered a “tree change”, the chance to 
rent an abandoned farmhouse for one 
dollar a week if they came and lived 
in the town. In return the families 
would undertake to carry out minor 
repairs on each house and play an 
active role in the community.

Exactly what repairs and how 
they would be fi nanced was between 

the house’s owner (usually a local 
farmer) and the “tree changer”. By 
episode two one of the tree changers 
has discovered that his landlord is not 
prepared to spend a penny on repairs 
to the badly run down house.

The project may be a “bold” one, 
but it is very dependent on goodwill 
all round and mutual assistance. 
This latter commodity is not always 
forthcoming, but all the time you 
know you are watching real people 
cope with real problems and there 
is genuine interest in seeing how the 
town and the tree changers handle the 
rest of the year.

This week’s episode of Miss 
Fisher’s Murder Mysteries

(ABC1 Fridays at 8.30pm) is set in 
the ’twenties in Melbourne’s theatre 
district during a production of Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s Ruddigore. When the 
leading man is killed on stage dur-
ing a performance attended by lady 
detective Miss Phryne Fisher (Essie 
Davis), she inevitably takes a hand, 
to the discomfi t of her admiring rival 
Detective Inspector Jack Robinson 
(Nathan Page).

This episode also features a ghost 
and a Chinese lover for Phryne. 

At least Inspector Robinson has a 
sensible attitude towards the ghost 
(“they don’t exist”) in contrast to 
Phryne who inexplicably appears 
ready to take it at face value.

Still in the cop-show genre, 
the latest series of New 

Tricks kicks off this week (ABC1 
Saturdays at 7.30pm from March 
31). Appropriately enough, the fi rst 
episode is entitled Old Fossils, and 
Dennis Waterman who plays Gerry 
Standing is certainly showing his 
age, but Alun Armstrong and James 

Bolam who play his fellow ex-police 
officers on the Unsolved Cases 
squad, don’t seem to have aged to 
the same extent.

This series shows that competent 
actors, well directed, can turn 
even the most modest script into 
engaging entertainment. Although 
the underlying theme of this 
episode is the ruthlessness of big 
oil companies, this is a lightweight 
series, in which the only real 
question the writers are interested 
in is “Whodunnit?” 

Rob Gowland
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How the Arab League 
has become a tool of 
Western imperialism
Finian Cunningham

It’s an intrigue befitting the 
machinations of classical coloni-
alism in past centuries, such as 
the Sykes-Picot carve-up of the 
Middle Eastern Levant territo-
ries, or the betrayal of the Arabs 
after World War I, or the theft 
of Mesopotamia’s oil by British 
capitalists.

Only this time, it is Arabs who 
are helping the neo-colonial powers 
to deceive and subjugate other Arabs. 
Enter the Arab League.

Over the past year, the 22-member 
organisation has emerged as a useful 
deceptive cover for Western powers as 
they seek to redraw the political con-
tours of the Arab World, and beyond, 
for their own strategic interests.

The momentous popular upheav-
als that began in early 2011 across the 
Arab world have in many ways been 
co-opted or manipulated by Western 
imperialist powers to minimise 
democratic gains and to refashion 
the political map to their continuing 
advantage. A feat of achievement con-
sidering that these same powers have 
for decades supported the repressive 
regimes that have infl icted so much 
misery and suffering.

R2P
The leitmotif for Western inter-

vention is “responsibility to protect” 
(R2P) – the notion that these powers 
are motivated by concern for human 
rights and the protection of civilian 
lives. But given that the United States, 
Britain, France and other NATO states 
have been conducting criminal wars 
of aggression over the past decade in 
mainly Muslim lands, with a death toll 
exceeding one million and casualties 
amounting to many more millions, 
these powers found themselves with a 
huge credibility problem when it came 
to contriving a pretext to intervene in 
the Arab upheavals.

What better than to shroud the 
Western agenda for intervention in 
Arab affairs with an appearance of 
Arab support? The League of Arab 
States has fulfi lled this role. Since its 
inception in 1945, it has only ever sus-
pended two member states. The fi rst 
of these was Libya in March 2011; 
the second is Syria, suspended eight 
months later in November.

Ostensibly, the Arab League has 
been motivated to take such meas-
ures because it purportedly shares 
the concern of Washington, London, 
Paris, for the safety of civilians being 
violently repressed by their rulers. 
Without the League’s sanction, the 
intervention of Western powers would 
ring decidedly hollow and smack of 
old-fashioned colonialism. This is in 
fact what it is, but the addition of Arab 
voices to the Western sanctimonious 

chorus lends a crucial veneer of inter-
national solidarity.

Fomenting violence
The arrangement works like this: 

foment violence and instability within 
the country of choice, arm dissident 
groups, and direct these same groups 
with covert special forces; when 
government forces move to quell 
the insurrection, then accuse them 
of violating human rights. The Arab 
League then suspends the country, 
marking it out for international pariah 
status, which in turn provides a pretext 
for Western powers to mount military 
strikes, committing atrocities in the 
name of “responsibility to protect”, 
and engineering regime change in the 
interests of the Western powers. It’s 
neo-colonialism in Arab lands – with 
the help of other Arab states.

Libya can be seen as a dress 
rehearsal for this routine, which is 
now being played out feverishly with 
Syria. Recall that it was the spurning 
of Libya in March by other League 
members that immediately presaged 
the seven-month NATO aerial bom-
bardment of that country, resulting in 
possibly thousands of civilian deaths, 
a crime that is not yet fully realised 
because of a corporate-controlled 
media blackout, but a despicable 
crime nevertheless with bloodied Arab 
hands involved.

It appears that the Arab League 
is now taking on an even more pro-
nounced role as the routine fi nesses. 
Clearly in Syria what is happening is 
an insurrection that is being fomented 
and armed by foreign governments, 
with Turkey and Saudi Arabia taking a 
lead role in arming the so-called Free 
Syrian Army against the state forces 
of President Bashar Al Assad.

And it was the Arab League 
that brought the motion at the UN 
Security Council aimed at shackling 
the Assad government and setting it 
up for Libya-style NATO military 
intervention. The veto by Russia and 
China has for the moment derailed 
that plan. No doubt, Russia and China 
have learnt the lesson of Libya where 
a similar Security Council sanction 
was used by Western powers to launch 
a blitzkrieg on that country – in the 
name of the specious R2P.

The insidious role of the Arab 
League as the West’s hound-dog can 
be gleaned from the comment by 
British Foreign Secretary William 
Hague following the Russian and 
Chinese veto at the UN.

Hague said: “Russia and China 
faced a simple choice today: would 
they support the people of Syria 
and the Arab League, or not? They 
decided not to, and instead sided 
with the Syrian regime and its brutal 
suppression of the Syrian people in 
support of their national interests.”

This is British spin on facts 
and truth at its best. Firstly, Russia 
and China decided to side with the 
“Syrian regime” because – despite 
biased Western media coverage – the 
government of Assad appears to retain 
the support of the Syrian people, 
and therefore it retains sovereign 
legitimacy. And the “brutal repres-
sion” that the solemn Hague speaks 
of relates to violence that Western 
and foreign Arab states have assidu-
ously fomented in Syria, as they did 
in Libya.

Secondly, the position of Russia 
and China concurs with that of the 
Arab League’s own observer mission 
to Syria. The mission actually reported 
that much of the violence was being 
conducted by an “armed entity” and 
“armed opposition groups” involved 
in the killing of civilians – fl atly 
contradicting the Western corporate 
media’s portrayal of unilateral state 
brutality. Indeed, the observer mis-
sion was subsequently cancelled by 
the League’s secretariat because the 
mission was exposing this Western 
disinformation. So, far from not sup-
porting the Arab League, as Britain’s 
William Hague contends, Russia and 
China have acted more consistently 
with the League’s observer mission. 
It is the executive of the League that 
has not supported their own people on 
the ground with regard to accurately 
reporting the situation in Syria.

Thirdly, note the way the British 
Foreign Secretary emphasizes that 
Russia and China “did not support 
the Arab League” in its move to have 
Syria sanctioned. Those few words 
blow the cover of the Arab League’s 
real purpose.

For it is the Arab League that 
is serving as a stamp of moral and 
political legitimacy for Western mili-
tary aggression in Syria in the same 
way as Libya before. Washington, 
London and other Western powers are 
disguising their neo-colonial strategy 
under an Arab cover of humanitarian 
concern and Arab League states are 
obliging for their own selfi sh interests.

Bigger picture
The bigger picture here is the 

Western ploy of manipulating restive 
Arab populations to engineer regime 
change where the incumbent govern-
ment is considered inconvenient to 
Western strategic interests. Syria is 
a major prize in that its support for 
Palestinian rights against Western-
backed Israeli aggression is but one 
of many inconveniences. Its backing 
for the Hezbollah resistance against 
American imperialism in the Middle 
East is another. Of most immedi-
ate concern to Washington and its 
allies is beyond Syria itself – its 
long-time alliance with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The US and its 

allies are convulsed by the desire for 
regime change in Tehran. Taking out 
Assad’s Syria is a long-held Western 
roadmap on the way to taking out 
Iran. Syria’s present fate of being 
in Western crosshairs was probably 
sealed when it rebuffed Washington’s 
overtures for a deal against Iran back 
in February 2010.

But the US and Western mili-
tary roadmap goes beyond re-
carving the Middle East. As Michel 
Chossudovsky cogently explains in 
his new book, Towards a World War 
III Scenario, Washington’s military 
roadmap is aimed at global domi-
nance in which hegemony over the 
vast energy-producing Middle East 
and Central Asian regions is crucial 
to marginalising the heavyweight 
rivals of Russia and China. The alli-
ance between the latter two and both 
Syria and Iran only gives these current 
targets added impetus for Western 
regime change.

Getting back to the treacherous 
role of the Arab League in serving the 
Western powers’ agenda, it is surely a 
bitter irony that one of the founding 
tenets of the League is to “defend the 
independence and sovereignty” of its 
members.

Syria, which was one of the 
original seven founders of the League 
in 1945, is being stabbed in the back 
by its fellow members precisely to 
have its independence and sover-
eignty attacked. And it is the rump 
of Persian Gulf Arab states within 
the organisation that has emerged as 
the most treacherous. Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, along with the other Gulf 
Cooperation Council states of Kuwait, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates 
and Oman, have been most vocal in 
lending Arab denunciations of Libya 
and Syria and creating the pretext for 
Western aggression.

However, deploying these Arab 
dupes is where Western pretensions 
of supporting democracy and human 
rights become unstuck. The Persian 
Gulf monarchs have been the most 
repressive towards any popular 

stirrings for democracy within their 
own countries. Described variously 
as kingdoms, sheikdoms, emirates, or 
sultanates, these states are invariably 
ruled with iron rods by family dynas-
ties that control their people as little 
more than serfs. It is surely ridiculous 
when the absolute despotic rulers of 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar in particular 
exhort the Syrian government to 
enact greater political reforms when 
these same countries do not brook 
any dissent and where it is a crime 
punishable by law to publicly criticise 
the royal rulers.

Over the past year, Saudi Arabia 
has cracked down murderously 
against peaceful protesters within 
its own borders. And it was Saudi 
Arabia – where women are fl ogged 
for driving cars unchaperoned and 
where public executions by beheading 
are carried every year – that led the 
invasion force of Gulf Cooperation 
Council states into Bahrain last 
Spring to ruthlessly crush peaceful 
pro-democracy demonstrations. In 
Bahrain, Saudi-led Gulf forces con-
tinue with Washington and London’s 
support to murder women and chil-
dren in the streets and in their homes.

The pay-off for these Arab des-
pots is that they continue to enjoy 
Western patronage and support 
in suppressing their own people. 
Additionally, the Sunni monarchs 
share the Western agenda to destroy 
the Syrian-Iranian alliance, which 
garners much greater regional popular 
respect and infl uence than any of the 
Persian Gulf tyrants.

The illegitimacy of Western pow-
ers meddling in Syrian affairs and 
elsewhere and the risible alliance 
with repressive Arab states in pushing 
this agenda is only obscured because 
of the corporate-controlled media’s 
deliberate blindness towards the 
deception. An honest appraisal of the 
protagonists – the Western criminal 
governments and their Arab tyrants – 
is, to put it bluntly, a sick joke.
globalresearch.ca 

Arab League Secretary General Nabil al-Arabi, left, and 
Qatar’s Prime Minister Hamad bin Jassim attend an 
Arab League meeting held to discuss Syria.


