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Outworkers:
Symbol of exploitation
of women’s labour

Elizabeth Hulm

International Women’s Day (IWD) is a
traditional time for summing up achieve-
ments and planning ahead. In the hundred
and first year since the first IWD March the
union movement will celebrate this year the
Fair Work Australia’s (FWA) long-awaited
Equal Remuneration decision for social and
community services workers (SACS). Anna
Pha (Guardian February 8) acknowledges
the win but cautions it must be funded and
backed by governments. She also made the
call for contracting out and privatisation to
be halted and reversed.

IWD is a time to not only look at past
gains but to look to the many struggles that
lie ahead before women achieve equality and
emancipation. As Clara Zetkin, a founder of the
movement says in her Selected Writings, “As
far as the proletarian woman is concerned, it is
capitalism’s need to exploit and search inces-
santly for a cheap labour force that has created
the women’s question. It is for this reason,
too, that the proletarian woman has become
enmeshed in the mechanism of the economic
life of our period and has been driven into the
workshops and to the machines.”

It is with this in mind that this international
women’s day the Communist Party of Australia
looks to another group of vulnerable workers
predominately made up of women usually
from non-English speaking backgrounds, the
outworkers of the textile, clothing and footwear
sector and calls on Guardian readers to demand
an end to the exploitation of these workers.

The numbers of outworkers is difficult to
ascertain but estimates have been put at between
50,000 to 329,000. We believe the numbers
could be higher and do not include the thousands
of unpaid family members including children
that the Victorian government acknowledged as
an “undesirable side effect of outworking”. Even
more worrying, the Brotherhood of St Laurence
has reported the situation and the conditions for
outworkers are worsening.

Outworkers are a powerful symbol of the
exploitation of women workers. Outworkers
are usually paid a piece rate payment equal
to as little as $4 or $5 an hour, while the legal
minimum wage is almost $16.00 an hour. Some
manufacturers are known to bring outworkers
together to “auction” off work to whoever will
accept the lowest payment. In addition to low
wages outworkers face further exploitation
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through insecure work with irregular hours,
no job security, no superannuation, no work
cover, and no severance pay and they frequently
suffer non-payment of wages for work done. A
number of surveys report numbers greater than
50 percent work longer than 10 hours, many
doing up to 15 hours a day. The majority report
working seven days a week with many reporting
they experience verbal or even physical abuse
from their employers.

The vulnerability of these workers is
heightened by their invisibility; many out-
workers work from their own homes making
clothing, isolated physically and through a
lack of English language; many experience
cultural isolation.

In a recent interview Michele O’Neil, the
national secretary of the Textile, Clothing,
and Footwear Union of Australia (TCFUA)
said “Abuse of workers can, and does occur in
factories, sweatshops and in homes. For many
years, some companies have gotten away with
shamelessly exploiting workers in the produc-
tions of their products. Cutting wages and con-
ditions does not lead to improved productivity
or more jobs. It just leaves it to unscrupulous
companies making greater profits. It is time for
this industry’s future to be built on ethical, fair
conditions for workers.”

By law these workers should already be
entitled to most of the key protections and
benefits under the Fair Work Act as workers in a
factory, such as payment no less that minimum
wage and hourly rate for the clothing industry,
superannuation, annual leave and long service
leave and severance pay. Most however are
forced into sham contracting arrangements. The
long, complex supply chains that characterise
the industry further dogs compliance with mini-
mum awards and conditions and occupational
health safety is equally ignored. These workers
have little if any bargaining power.

While the TCFUA lobbies for legislative
changes to recognise outworkers’ rights they
try to address the vulnerability of language
and isolation by free English language classes
and community building activities of English.

It is time for genuine reform of our industrial
system to provide protection to the most vulner-
able workers in Australia. Mostly classified as
contractors the relationship they have with the
suppliers is generally a commercial one, not an
employee relationship. The Labor government
has been under pressure from trade unions to
amend the Act to ensure outworkers in the
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textile, clothing and footwear (TCF) industries
are entitled regardless of their contractor status.

The Gillard government has expressed
commitment to amend the FWA to extend the
rights provided by the Act to outworkers in
the textile, clothing and footwear sector. These
rights include the right to compel bargaining,
apply for good-faith bargaining orders that can
lead to arbitration and penalties, and seek rein-
statement and compensation under the unfair
dismissal provisions.

While several unions and workers and
international federations welcome the Bill
to provide a safety net to the TCF industry
on a national basis harmonising the currently
inconsistent approach across the states, there
is a threat that the new regulatory framework
will still fail to deliver real change. The posi-
tion of the Gillard government on contracting
does not indicate it will provide unions with
the power to monitor the industry or back the
amendments with the enforcement powers and
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resourcing needed to police the activities of
this industry.

The Communist Party calls for the term
“contractor” to be refined to reflect a worker’s
authority over their own work and to end sham
arrangements in all sectors. Only those contrac-
tors who are in full control of their own labour
should be considered genuine contractors. All
other contractors regardless of the industry
should be deemed “employees”. ACTU figures
put the number of genuine contractors as just
over half of the estimated 1.1 million workers.
We call also for the trade union movement to
have proper access to the workplace to investi-
gate breaches, recruit members and the protec-
tion of safety on the job without 24 hour notice.

The struggle of outworkers, care workers,
the struggle of all proletarian women is class
struggle and it will be through the eradication of
capitalism that women will ever really achieve
full emancipation. &

12 Wbl

enous TV

The foreclosure-to-
rental boondoggle

Gonski unveils
Howard’s shame




The Guardian
March 7 2012

The Guardian

Issue 1538 March 7, 2012

Dental health not optional

It’s almost budget time again. What if there were a suggestion
to exclude the eyes or the kidneys from Medicare coverage? How
could anyone defend their exclusion? There could be no rational
argument. Yet, another vital part of our body is excluded. We use
it to eat, to talk to people and when infected could result in serious
illness or even death if untreated in extreme cases. Oral health is a
key component of general health; it cannot be hived off as somehow
unconnected or less important than other parts of the body. Recent
research findings indicate more than one in three adults avoid or
delay care due to cost. There is a high correlation between poor oral
health (including number of teeth lost) and low income. This is an
intolerable and indefensible situation.

Last week, yet another report on delivering dental services was
released by the government. This latest report is by the National
Advisory Council on Dental Health which was set up last year by the
government as part of an agreement with the Greens. The Greens
health policy calls for universal access to publicly funded primary
dental care. The terms of reference for this report were restricted
to providing advice on dental policy options and priorities for con-
sideration in the 2012-13 budget.

“In terms of at risk groups 46.7 percent of concession card-holders
reported delaying dental treatment compared to 30.2 percent of
non-card holders ... ” the report notes. These card-holders include
pensioners, unemployed and people with a disability. The public,
means tested dental system which is supposed to provide a “safety
net” for concession card holders and other low income groups, is
overstretched. “Around 400,000 Australians are on public dental
waiting lists with average waiting times of up to 27 months and some
people waiting up to five years. Many public patients start on public
dental waiting lists seeking preventative or restorative treatment but
become emergency cases by the time they receive treatment,” the
report says. “Limited funding within the public sector is the primary
reason for these difficulties.”

The report highlights the importance of oral health care:
“International research indicates there are associations between
chronic oral infections and heart and lung diseases, stroke, low
birth-weight and premature births. ... Dental disease negatively
impacts general quality of life, affecting not only physical wellbeing
but also psychological and social wellbeing.” A healthy mouth also
enables people to eat, speak and socialise without pain, discomfort
or embarrassment.

The report recommends short-term options that would increase
access for children and those on lower incomes at a minimal cost to
the government. For children it gives two possible approaches for “a
universal scheme”. The first is an individual capped benefit entitle-
ment (voucher type of scheme) for basic preventative and treatment
services in either the public or private sector. The second option is
“enhancing access to public sector services” for basic dental services.
This would necessitate some expansion of the public sector.

For lower income adults, it also offers two approaches. The first is
a means tested, individual capped benefit entitlement (voucher style)
for each eligible person. The second is “enhanced access to public
dental services”. For the longer term it talks in terms of “a universal
access program” but does not go into details of what it means by
that. There is a real danger the government will go down the means
testing path, it has already introduced it for the PHI rebate and could
later extend it to other areas of Medicare coverage. (See Guardian
22-02-2012, Issue #1536)

The report goes into costing. The first stage of a means tested
scheme, as part of Medicare, would cost between $8.4 billion and
$14.4 billion over four years (an average of between $2.1 billion and
$3.6 billion per annum). This is peanuts compared with a four-year
military budget of more than $120 billion and the outcomes much
healthier than fighting US wars. These projected costs do not include
millions of dollars in savings from regular checkups, preventative
care, and reduction in disease and preventable hospitalisations (over
60,000 pa) or visits to GPs (around 750,000 per annum).

Universal access under Medicare is the only way of guaranteeing
everyone the right to the preventative care and treatment they need.
Funding is not an issue. There is no defence for not bringing oral
health care under Medicare — NOW — with universal access.

PRESS FUND
Interviewed recently by Amnesty International, many asylum
seekers in Australian immigration detention centres were depressed,
terrified of enforced repatriation and/or completely bewildered
at their seemingly indefinite imprisonment. One man expressed a
willingness to die, if only the Australian government would release
his wife and children. The Guardian team is dedicated to pursuing
an end to the cruel and unjust policy of mandatory detention,
which has brought such misery to these people. We want to achieve
a new and better life for them, but we need your help by way of
contributions to the Press Fund, so please send us in something for
the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s contributors for their
very generous support, as follows:

H and E Ewan $12, R Girvan $10, MH $500, Jessie Kiek $100,
Howard Patterson $35,”Round Figure $23

This week’s total: $680 Progressive total: $2,070

Political prisoner
Liliany Obando
IS freed

James Jordan
Alliance for Global Justice
National Co-Coordinator

The International Network in
Solidarity with the Political
Prisoners (of which The Alliance
for Global Justice is a co-founder)
has just received the wonderful
news that labor activist, human
rights defender and Colombian
Political Prisoner Liliany Obando
has been from the prison where
she has been held for three years
and seven months on charges of
“Rebellion”.

Liliany Obando was arrested
August 8, 2008 while serving as
the Human Rights Coordinator for
FENSUAGRO, Colombia’s largest
organisation of peasant farmers and
farm workers unions and associations.
She was apprehended while finishing
a report about the more than 1,500
Fensuagro members who had been
killed by Colombian military and
paramilitary troops over its first 30
years of existence.

She was detained on the basis
of evidence allegedly obtained
from computers that “miraculously”
survived an attack against a FARC
encampment across the border
from the Colombian Department of
Putumayo, in Ecuador. That camp
was not a camp carrying out aggres-
sions, but was involved in nego-
tiations toward the release of FARC
captives Ingrid Betancourt and three
US citizens.

Liliany’s case was stretched out
over more than three years without
resolution. Even when the Colombian
Supreme Court ruled that the evidence
against her was inadmissible, she
continued to be jailed.

But even if the Supreme Court,
Interpol and the government’s own
witnesses could be ignored, an inter-
national campaign for her freedom
could not. After years of friend of
the court statements signed by such
notable supporters as Professor Noam
Chomsky, Sanctuary Movement

founder and former President of the
Presbyterian Church Reverend John
Fife, Code Pink founder Medea
Benjamin and others, petitions, letters,
emails, demonstrations, phone calls
and delegations on her behalf, Liliany
Obando is finally looking forward to
being united with her two children
and other friends and family.

And to her freedom. It is no mis-
take that her release was announced
concurrent with a major conference
in support of the more than 8,000
Colombian political prisoners: the
Colombia Behind Bars Forum, with
guests from around the world. This is
yet another example of the power and
influence of international pressure!

Nevertheless, all is not settled
regarding Liliany’s case. The court
process has not been suspended and
she still could be sent back to jail.
Further, political prisoners released
into the general public are often at risk
of violence in the first days, weeks
and months following their liberty.

I spoke today to Liliany at
the Buen Pastor (Good Shepherd)
Women’s Penitentiary just moments
after receiving the news. | was so
happy, overjoyed | could barely
contain myself. Lily greeted me,
“You heard the good news?” Yes, of
course, I’d heard it. I asked her how
she was feeling, and she said, “I have
mixed emotions. | want to leave,
but 1 don’t want to leave the other
political prisoners behind. We have
to keep working until all the political
prisoners are free.”

Yes, that is the Liliany Obando
that so many of us have come to
know, love and look up to. Never tir-
ing of the struggle for peace, justice
and human and labour rights, the day
she entered the prison she started
collecting the testimonies of other
political prisoners and organising on
their behalf. From within the jail cells,
Liliany proposed the establishment of
the International Network for Political
Prisoners and always insisted that we
not only advocate for her freedom, but
for the freedom of all her comrades

deprived of liberty. And she insisted
that we not just advocate for the free-
dom of the political prisoners, but for
peace in Colombia.

Today there are many indica-
tions that a legitimate peace process
could be ready to begin in Colombia.
The recent announcements that the
FARC would release all their cur-
rent military prisoners met with the
release of Liliany are significant. But
international pressure must not let up!
Now is the time to demand the free-
dom of all Colombia’s 8,000 political
prisoners and, more, for an inclusive
peace process based on dialogue and
negotiations, and without unrealistic
pre-conditions.

But as we vow to continue this
struggle let us also take a moment to
celebrate this great victory. As Liliany
once told me, “By day we struggle,
by night we dance!

As a high profile political pris-
oner, Liliany Obando is under the
threat and risk of violence and there
has been a request for international
accompaniment for her during her
first days of freedom. AFGJ and the
INSPP are preparing for the possibil-
ity of travelling to Colombia to help
provide protection.

There is also a need to raise
more than $3,000 to cover her bond
payment. AFGJ is starting a fund
to cover travel costs and, if needed,
contribute to her bond. Cheques and
Money Orders can be made out to the
Alliance for Global Justice — and be
sure and put “Lily Obando Fund” in
the memo line. Send them to:

AFGJ

1247 E Street SE

Washington, DC 20003

To make an online contribution,
go to this link: afgj.org/afgi-donations.

Then, be sure and send an email
to jomes@ufgj.org telling the amount
you contributed and that it was
for the “Lily Obando Fund”. If
you don’t do this, the contribution
will go into AFGJ’s general fund.
Alternatively visit the INSPP website:
www.inspp.org &

A protest in London calling for Liliany Obando’s release.
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Packer barges into

Peter Mac

In a new stage of a sordid saga of
greed and corruption, gambling
tycoon James Packer has unveiled
plans for a huge new casino/hotel
to be built smack in the middle
of Barangaroo, the former steve-
doring site just west of Sydney’s
central business district.

Packer’s proposal violates the
site’s current planning guidelines,
which have themselves been the
subject of fierce criticism for their
favoured treatment of big business
interests,

Barangaroo’s northernmost sec-
tion comprises underground structures
covered with landscaping which
is intended to resemble the point’s
original landscape. The southern
section is to be built with very tall
buildings used for commercial, hotel
and residential uses.

The central section is zoned for
cultural, educational and recreational
uses, In contrast, Packer’s proposal
would involve construction of build-
ings used for very different purposes,
grossly exceeding the current height
limit, and chomping up 40 percent
of the area.

What makes
Jimmie run?

Many years ago Packer decided
that his family’s newspaper and media
empire was too complicated and
risky, and he invested in the para-
sitic gambling industry, in particular
Melbourne’s massive Crown Casino
complex.

However, within recent years the
initially huge profits sagged, because
of overseas competition, particularly
from Singapore’s Marina Bay casino.

The answer, Packer concluded,
was to build a magnificent hotel/
casino, with six-star accommoda-
tion and services, but with stunning
views to Sydney Harbour, offering
the Asian high rollers an experience
they couldn’t get elsewhere.

Subsequently, the newly-elected
Liberal premier Barry O’Farrell
decided to critically re-examine the
proposal by Barangaroo developer
Lend Lease to construct a huge new
hotel, at the end of a pier jutting into
Darling Harbour from the southern
section of the site. That proposal
had raised bitter objections from the
public, and from the shipping industry,
which wished to continue using the
ocean liner terminal at the southern
end of Barangaroo.

O’Farrell then announced that the

Barangaroo
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pier hotel proposal was not accept-
able, providing Packer with a golden
opportunity to submit his own pro-
posal for a hotel within Barangaroo.

Packer is particularly interested
in the central section, which is still
crown land and undeveloped. Above
the roofs of the terraces on the adja-
cent Kent Street ridge, this section
offers a magnificent view eastwards
to the Sydney heads, northwards and
to the west up the Parramatta River.

The southern section does not
offer the same advantage, because of
the presence of very high buildings
along the Kent Street ridge immedi-
ately east of this section. Work has
already commenced on construction
of the northern section, so develop-
ment there is not a possibility. That
leaves the central section.

Crashing through
the barriers

Packer’s plan faces a number
of obstacles. The current zoning of
the central section excludes hotel or
casino uses, and the building height
is limited to 35 metres, about eight
storeys.

Approval would therefore require
a complete rezoning, to conform to
Packer’s requirements. In a recent

discussion, former prime minister
Paul Keating told Packer this would
be completely unacceptable and that
he (Packer) had no alternative but to
negotiate with Lend Lease for use of
land at the northern periphery of the
southern section (which Lend Lease
has allocated for its own use), or
for the use of other land within the
southern section.

This wouldn’t suit Packer,
because of the relatively limited views
available from these locations. It prob-
ably wouldn’t suit Lend Lease, either,
since construction of one hotel in the
southern section has already been
proposed. It is also possible that Lend
Lease will take legal action against
the premier’s decision regarding the
pier hotel proposal, which has already
been approved by the Barangaroo
authority.

Packer, however, has gained the
enthusiastic support of O’Farrell. The
central section casino plan was “an
exciting proposal which could add
extra life to Barangaroo, give Sydney
another world-class hotel, generate
jobs and boost tourism ... the sort of
tourism-related investment we want”,
he gushed.

Another problem concerns the
casino licence. Echo Entertainments
currently runs the Star Casino in
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Sydney’s Darling Harbour, and no
other licence will be available until
2019.

However, Packer now has a ten
percent stake in Echo, and has applied
to NSW and Queensland authori-
ties for a bigger holding. Gaining
a controlling interest would allow
him to move some of the gambling
tables from the Star Casino, or else
to close it down in favour of the
Barangaroo facility. He might even
lobby the government to vary the
current regulations.

Packer must also gain approval
from other authorities. However, with
O’Farrell’s backing this is unlikely to
be a problem. Taking his cue from
previous Labor governments O’Farrell
might even override their objections,
on the grounds that the project is of
state significance.

A symbol of corruption

According to the Australian
Financial Review, “(Packer’s)
Barangaroo plans have not been dealt
a death blow on ideological grounds.
There was a fear within the company
that Mr Keating could have come out
with a wholesale rejection of any
development concept that included
gaming tables.”

Fat chance! Keating’s objections,
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although valid, did not, apparently,
include consideration of the adverse
social consequences of the gam-
bling industry, which has wrought
havoc with the lives of thousands of
Australians.

The impact of Packer’s proposed
mega casino would certainly not be
limited to visiting high rollers. Plenty
of Australians of low to medium
incomes have been financially crip-
pled by the existing casinos, just
as they have by poker machines,
of which we now have the greatest
number per capita of any nation on
earth.

The gambling industry leaves
behind physical as well as social
wreckage. Many of the gross edifices
constructed in the gambling heyday
of Las Vegas are now redundant and
stand as weird, decaying symbols
of a vicious, parasitic industry that
produces financial ruin far in excess
of its claimed worth as entertainment.

Packer’s Barangaroo casino pro-
posal is a symbol of the corruption
that has dogged the redevelopment
of this potentially magnificent site.
The proposal should be rejected, but
to do so we will need to replace the
government that favours and fosters
the corruption that has engendered
it. &
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International
Women'’s Day 2012

Celebrating women in the workforce

5:30pm -
Thursday March 8
Level 6, CSA Building,445 Hay St, Perth

UnionsWA invites you to celebrate IWD with a sundowner.

The event will be addressed by guest speaker
Professor Alison Preston, Director, Curtin Graduate School of
Business, Women in Social and Economic Research.

Drinks and snacks will be served.

Strong Women need Strong Unions.
Strong Unions need Strong Women.

For more information and to RSVP contact
Madeleine at mholme@unionswa.com.au

7:30pm
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Women’s liberation and
labour’s emancipation

L Waster

The first International Women’s
Day march, in 1908 in New York
City, was composed of women
workers demanding shorter work
hours, better pay and the right
to vote.

International Women’s Day origi-
nated in the labour movement, was
initiated and supported by socialists
and has constantly raised demands
calling for improved working condi-
tions and better labour laws.

In 1917, on the last Sunday
of February in the old Russian
calendar (March 8 in the modern
calendar) Russian women celebrated
International Women’s Day by starting
a strike for “bread and peace”. This
forced the Czar to abdicate four days
later, precipitating the start of the
Russian revolution.

IWD as a celebration
of entrepreneurialism

However, IWD in Australia has
now become a celebration of women’s
success and promotion of empower-
ment through entrepreneurialism
— role models are women like Gail
Kelly, CEO of Westpac, a company
now shedding thousands of jobs to
enhance company profits.

This focus perpetrates myths
about capitalism that work against
both women’s and men’s interests,
namely, that under capitalism anyone
who works hard can get rich and

become powerful; and that capitalism
creates the possibility for all to pros-
per, with the right mix of luck, work,
dedication and entrepreneurialism.

In fact capitalism is based on
profit and exploiting the hard work
of others: its ultimate goal is not
distributing wealth (and power) but
accumulating and concentrating it, so
we end up with the one percent or the
0.1 per cent owning and controlling
society’s wealth.

When we look around the world
we notice the share of society’s wealth
has steadily moved from wages to
profit over the last three decades (that
is, the world has become increasingly
unequal) and within this increasingly
unequal world women generally work
longer hours for less pay than men,
are stuck in lower paid, more vulner-
able jobs, and have less social protec-
tion and basic rights.

In a supposedly advanced econ-
omy like Australia women earn, on
average, nearly 20 percent less than
men in the same industry; and have
jobs that are clustered in four or five
industries and occupations, with
generally lower wages and condi-
tions. Pay inequity is evident in all
industries and experienced by women
at all skill levels.

Women gain through
collective action

It needs collective action in
the workforce with strong commu-
nity support, not competition and

Victorian nurses dislike
Baillieu government
facebook gag

The Baillieu government has spent
more taxpayer money on lawyers
- this time to prevent nurses and
midwives from freely using social
media to discuss the dispute.
Baillieu government-paid lawyers
wrote to Australian Nursing
Federation (ANF) solicitors last
night demanding ANF delete
nurses’ and midwives’ posts from
the Facebook campaign page at
facebook.com /respectourwork.

The letter seeks that ANF
immediately delete from the
Facebook site any and all comments
which organise, advise or assist the
taking of industrial action by ANF
members or which aid, threaten or
propose to engage in such conduct.
The letter says: “We also require
that you confirm in writing that,
once deletions have been effected,
the ANF continue to maintain its
social media websites to ensure that
comments of a similar nature are
immediately deleted.”

ANF (Victorian Branch) sec-
retary Lisa Fitzpatrick said: “It’s
outrageous that Minister Davis
can take advantage of his position
and use the mainstream media to
misrepresent nurses and midwives,
but wants to stop Victorian nurses
and midwives and the commu-
nity talking about nursing issues
(nurse-patients ratios) on their own
Facebook site.

“Why are Mr Baillieu and
Minister Davis prepared to waste
more taxpayer money on lawyers to

censor the internet and control and
punish nurses and midwives when
they should be working on finding
a solution to end this dispute and
get improvements happening in our
hospitals?” she said.

The Baillieu government
already tightly censors Victorians’
freedom of expression by blocking
voters and deleting their comments
from its own Facebook pages.

“Nurses and midwives have
also been blocked from ‘liking’
Premier Baillieu’s and Minister
Davis” and other Liberal politi-
cians’ facebook pages which
means nurses and midwives can’t
leave comments. Now the Baillieu
government wants nurses and mid-
wives blocked from commenting
on their own Facebook page,” Ms
Fitzpatrick said.

“Nurses have long been suspi-
cious that the Baillieu government
actually employs people whose
only job is to sit in front of a com-
puter and delete critical comments
on government social media sites,”
she said.

“Gagging nurses and midwives
will not resolve this dispute,” she
said.

“I again call on Mr Baillieu to
be the man he was in Opposition
four years ago when he called on
the previous premier to stop being
confrontational and take the concili-
ation path to resolve this dispute,”
she said. &

entrepreneurialism in the marketplace
to emancipate women. The way the
market works and evolves is itself
the cause of the inequality women
experience in life and work, and
the economic crises that hit women
especially hard.

In Australia in the last few years
women working through the labour
movement have, with ongoing col-
lective action, made significant gains
of benefit for many women — for
instance:
 The paid parental leave scheme
which provides working parents
with 18 weeks paid leave at a
minimum wage level, introduced
in January 2011;

Pay rises for community sector
workers gained through Fair
Work Australia early this year
to give them parity with public
sector workers (to be phased in
over eight years); and
e The Workplace Gender Equity
Act which is before Parliament
and aims to smash the “glass
ceiling” in larger corporations.

While these advances benefit
women by addressing aspects of the
labour market in which women are
most obviously disadvantaged and
discriminated against, these legal
concessions to women’s equality do
not go far enough, nor address the
root problem.

The growth over the last few
decades of casual, part-time, inse-
cure and low paid work has risen
because the labour movement, in
Australia and overseas, has not been
able to withstand the offensive by

capital launched under the banner of
neo-liberalism and the creation of a
global market.

Driving this has been the
increased exploitation of labour power
made possible by labour’s increasing
productivity. Because this has not
been accompanied by a shortening
of the working week, or the working
day, to maintain a balance between
supply and demand for labour, and
to equitably share the benefits of our
increasing productivity, it has taken
the form of increased overwork and
under-work, higher unemployment,
growth of core and non-core work
forces and growing inequality, which
has been to the particular disadvantage
of women, youth, minorities and older
workers.

Women can lead with
a visionary goal

In northern Europe, where
workers conditions are amongst the
world’s best, because of a history of
strong unions and social democracy,
left parties have advocated further
reductions in the number of hours
that define a full-time work week.
They argue that a 6-hour day, 30-hour
week is a threshold demand if both
men and women are to achieve a bal-
ance between work and free time and
gender equity, especially in running
households and raising families.

Women-run trade unions have
been at the forefront in pushing for
a 6-hour day as a “normal” day for
which a worker receives full-time pay.

This demand, which takes the

interests of women workers as a start-
ing point, because it allows women to
participate more fully in the workforce
and economy over their work life, is
also a more correct policy for work
time and gender equity generally,
because it allows all categories of
labour, particularly the most vulner-
able, to participate more equally in the
economy and share the improvements
in quality of life and economic power
this brings.

The working women of Russia, on
International Women’s Day in 1917,
precipitated the Russian Revolution,
the greatest outburst of liberation
energy in history.

Now all around the world, women
are playing a leading role in popular
uprisings against the efforts by the
global corporate establishment to
make working people pay for the
global economic crisis.

Here too women have the chance
to lead workers’ quest for emancipa-
tion by taking up a visionary goal
whose most immediate and direct
effects will be to empower women as
workers but which, in being achieved
will help all workers “throw off their
chains”.

Capitalism combines formal
equality with economic and, conse-
quently, social inequality. The work-
ing women’s movement fights for
economic and social, and not merely
formal, equality for women. This
struggle is inherently part of the fight
for socialism, the struggle to over-
throw exploitation and create a society
where we can live in free association
as enlightened cooperators. &

Sydney

Saturday March 10

Picnic at First Fleet Park at noon
Thursday March 8

Rally at Sydney Town Hall — 11 am
Speeches followed by march to Circular Quay

International Women'’s Day

* Fund equal pay for women now!
« Stop violence against women!
* My body — my choice! Repeal all anti-choice laws, everywhere!

Amnesty International film night — Cairo 678

Dendy 261-263 King St, Newtown from 6.30-8.45pm

A film about women fighting sexual harassment in Egypt

Tickets $10 (plus $5 drinks at the bar when you show your ticket)
A guest speaker will open the event at 6.30pm and the movie will screen from 7.00pm

For more on the film: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1764141/
To purchase tickets: http:/lamnestyfilmiwd-esearch.eventbrite.com/?srnk=1
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Indigenous TV hopes dwindle

Kirstie Parker

The prospect of an Indigenous-
controlled free-to-air television
channel is dwindling, with talks
between National Indigenous
Television (NITV) and the Special
Broadcasting Service (SBS) grind-
ingly slow.

NITV’s federal funding runs
out on June 30 and, although its
Indigenous board is still hopeful of
a positive outcome, its chairperson
Ken Reys has admitted the negotiation
process has been slow and frustrating
and little has been tied down.

Mr Reys told the Koori Mail
newspaper that NITV had sought
a meeting with Communications
Minister Stephen Conroy three weeks
ago, but was still waiting.

Similarly, it had been unable to
secure a meeting between its board
and that of the ethnic broadcaster,
with negotiations to date having
been conducted only at an executive
management level. At present, the
NITV board comprises Mr Reys,
Grant Hanson as deputy chairperson,
barrister Nathan Jarro and business-
woman Lani Blanco.

Launched in 2007, NITV cur-
rently screens Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander programs on Foxtel,
Austar and other subscription TV
networks, with free-to-air coverage
in some remote regions.

But following a review of the
Indigenous broadcasting sector last
year, the federal government backed
NITV moving to an SBS-hosted free-
to-air channel and Senator Conroy
‘invited” the two entities to start talks.

Since then, NITV’s board has
sought assurances that any such
arrangement would include secure
funding for Indigenous programming
quarantined from SBS’s overall cash-
strapped budget, Indigenous editorial
control, and ongoing employment for
as many as possible of its 45 staff.

Mr Reys said one of the first
messages NITV received from SBS
was that it was “happy to talk” about
NITV’s editorial policies and how
they might be “augmented into the
broader SBS framework”.

“That’s positive; at least they
haven’t kicked that notion out the
door,” he said, but conceded this
fell short of Indigenous editorial
control.

He said SBS had indicated that it
would prefer — but had not guaranteed
— that any new Indigenous channel
was managed by an Indigenous per-
son, and was open to the appointment
of an Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander person to its board.

“But, beyond that, ‘they haven’t
guaranteed too much.

“They’re guarded. They’ve been
told by the government to talk to us
and we know they’re in a quandary
themselves. SBS has a $4 million
deficit load but that’s not our problem
and that’s one of the reasons why we
want our money ring-fenced,” Mr
Reys said.

“Not happy”

“SBS are certainly not happy
with that and the government is
virtually saying they can’t tell the
SBS how to spend their money.
But, come July 1, the funding from
government will be directed to the
SBS and we believe it is right and
proper to ensure the proper benefit
of this overall government direc-
tive for a dedicated Indigenous
channel.”

Mr Reys said the NITV Board
was yet to make any formal decision
about a transfer to SBS, per se.

“But, of course, we’ve got to be
mindful as a board that we don’t cut
the nose off to spite the face; that
we don’t lose the opportunity to at
least structure up this new channel
appropriately and sensitively from
an Indigenous perspective,” he said.

NITV has only ever had 12-month
funding at a time — currently at $15.2
million per year — frustrating program-
ming and the retention of experienced
and highly qualified staff.

Mr Reys said the board was keen
to give staff some certainty and to
clarify for the Indigenous community
generally what lay ahead, but was
not in a position to give too many
assurances.

“We’re still negotiating and
we’re still wanting to take up some
of those important issues. We’d say
they’re imperative, but SBS mightn’t
agree, and we’re trying to get the
best we can.

“It’s very tough and it’s frustrat-
ing but, as we say, there’s still a bit
of fight left in the old dog,” he said.

A response was sought from
Senator Conroy’s office but had not
been received when the Koori Mail
went to print.

Koori Mail &

SMH publishes school
“League Tables”

Bob Treasure

On February 27 the Sydney
Morning Herald published its
“ranking” of all schools throughout
NSW. It is a “League Table” and
a deliberate spit in the eye to
the government, the Australian
Education Union and the NSW
Teachers’ Federation, all of whom
thought a “gentlemen’s agreement”
was in place not to publish them.
In 2009, then Education
Minister, Julia Gillard argued:
“The...government is not interested
in simplistic league tables, which
rank schools according to raw
test scores. For instance, schools

will not be ranked according to
NAPLAN (National Assessment
Program — Literacy and Numeracy)
results.”

The Herald’s “rankings” are
based on NAPLAN test results,
they are simplistic and mislead-
ing, and do nothing to improve
the level of educational provision.
Similar test-and-publish pressure
was applied in New York and led
to widespread cheating and corrup-
tion throughout the whole school
system.

The data for the tables was
supplied by the government’s My
School” website, and NAPLAN
results are a major part of it.

Publication was delayed while the
website was updated, but within a
week of its reappearance the Herald
moved to publish, seeking to put a
spike in its circulation.

When the issue of My School
data being used for League Tables
first arose in 2009, the Teachers’
Federation vowed to ban NAPLAN
testing, and only lifted it on the
basis of the “goodwill” statement
made by Julia Gillard. Now the
ball is firmly in the court of the
Teachers’ Federation — whether or
not action is taken will be revealed
next week. &

International Women’s Day
Afternoon Tea

Honouring the contribution of communist women
to Australia’s labour and women’s movement
Saturday March 10 from 2:30pm
MUA Hall - 365 Sussex St Sydney

$5 solidarity or gold coin contribution

Watch out for buildings that grow by stealth. That's a situation
residents of a Bondi Junction (Sydney) complex are facing.
Back in 2008 a development application for a 12-story build-
ing opposite their units was knocked back by the local council
and was amended to 10 storeys. In 2009 a development appli-
cation was lodged again raising the building to 12 storeys and
was passed. Late last year the developers submitted anoth-
er application to extend the building to 14 storeys. None of
the buildings in the neighbourhood exceed 10 storeys. As the
building is growing so is the frustration of the residents who
are forced to use lights and air conditioners all day because
sun and breeze are blocked. Not a commendable practice at
the time of environmental awareness and electricity prices.

Aboriginal Elder Kevin Buzzacott has campaigned widely for jus-
tice, land rights and cultural recognition for Indigenous people for
years. He has also been a strong opponent of uranium mining at
Olympic Dam mine in South Australia. BHP is planning to expand
the uranium mine and the SA government is in full support of the
project. Mr Buzzacott does not share this view and has filed an
application in the Federal Court challenging federal Environment
Minister Tony Burke’s approval of the expansion last year. “I'm
happy to have an opportunity to challenge the minister’'s deci-
sion because I'd like to know and understand how he’s given full
approval with all the uncertainties of the proposed expansion”,
Mr Buzzacott said. “I feel like a tiny voice in this issue because
BHP is so powerful, but my role is to protect the old country,” he
added. Tiny voice it may be but from little things big things grow.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park could be pressured to
accept more than 100 million tonnes of dredging waste under
plans to expand coal production and export port facilities in cen-
tral Queensland. Local environmental groups are naturally upset.
Plans to impose a dumping fee of between $5 and $15 per cubic
metre for waste would “provide a perverse incentive for a cash-
starved Marine Park Authority to accept waste in order to get
revenue”, said Mackay Conservation Group co-ordinator Patricia
Julien. It will be very cheap for companies to get rid of unwant-
ed material by dumping it there. Marine environment protection
will be under great stress as dredged material could degrade
water quality, chang hydrodynamics, smother bottom-dwelling
fauna and flora, reduce light penetration and destroy habitat.

The death of an Iranian asylum seeker in Villawood prompted
the chairman of Suicide Prevention Australia, Michael Dudley,
to call for an inquest. Mr Dudley had personally urged the gov-
ernment to release this asylum seeker on medical grounds. He
had been arrested in Iran and his brother was executed there.
His claims for asylum in Australia were repeatedly rejected and
after 18 months he died of a heart attack while still in deten-
tion. He was the fifth Villawood detainee to die in 18 months.
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The 13th International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties
was held in Athens from December 9-11, 2011. Seventy-eight
communist and workers parties from 61 countries, including the
Communist Party of Australia, took part in the meeting which was

hosted by the Communist Party of Greece (KKE). The main theme was
Socialism is the Future! Here are two of a selection of contributions
being published in The Guardian. There will be more detailed
coverage in the forthcoming issue of the Australian Marxist Review.

Contribution of the Portuguese Communist Party (P

We greet the Parties that are present here
and confirm to them the PCP’s profound
commitment to help strengthen the process
of the International Meetings of Communist
and Workers’ Parties, highlighting the many
things that unite us in the struggle against
capital, for social progress, peace and
socialism, despite the variety of situations
and experiences and despite differences of
opinion. The development of the struggle
in each of our countries, which is on the
rise, must necessarily be associated with
a more intense joint or converging action,
with stronger international cooperation and
class solidarity. Our Meetings have become
precious, and even irreplaceable, milestones
for this goal.

The Portuguese situation

In Portugal, we face the most fierce offen-
sive against the workers, the people and the
country since the fascist period in Portugal,
which the April 1974 revolution put to an end.

It is an offensive that severely affects all
anti-monopoly classes and strata, but which has
the working class and all workers in general, as
its main target. It seeks to increase exploitation,
to destroy achievements and rights that were
won through many decades of harsh struggles;
to reduce the unit costs of labour; to deal very
serious blows against the national health service,
public education, the social security system; to
dismantle the state’s social functions and destroy
what is left of the state entrepreneurial sector.

It is an offensive that is dramatically
impoverishing the people and bankrupting the
country, subverting the constitutional democratic
regime and dangerously jeopardising national
independence and sovereignty.

Portugal is a small country of little more
than 10 million inhabitants and is now the
European Union’s most unequal country. There
are about one million unemployed (30 percent
of which are young people between the ages of
15 and 30), 1.2 million workers with precarious
jobs, over two million people living below the
poverty line. And the situation is getting worse.
On an economic level, it has a productive appa-
ratus that has been weakened to an extraordinary
degree, as a result of the country’s participation
in the European Union and the euro. There is
a recessionary situation, with a forecast drop
in GDP of three percent next year [2012 — ed].

The country’s serious situation has become
worse with the outbreak of capitalism’s cyclical

crisis and its expression in the so-called debt
crisis, and with the brutal impositions of the
so-called “aggression pact” (as we call it in
our struggle). It was signed by the Socialist
Party (PS), Social Democratic Party (PSD)
and Social Democratic Centre (CDS), with
the European Union and the IMF, and which
is today the target of very strong popular
opposition. Taking advantage of the crisis,
and in close liaison with foreign capital, the
ruling class seeks to liquidate the state’s social
functions and to fully reconfigure the state to
serve its own interests.

To this end, it does not hesitate — just as
during the fascist period — to submit Portugal to
imperialism’s economic, political and military
domination, in particular that of the EU impe-
rialist bloc, of the US and NATO.

This raises once again the national ques-
tion as a fundamental issue for the Portuguese
people’s emancipation process. The patriotic and
left-wing policy which the PCP identifies as the
more immediate political goal of our struggle, is
based on this reality — dialectically associating
the class and national questions.

Defending the Constitution of the Republic,
which actually still enshrines in its preamble
the goal of socialism, and which defends anti-
monopolist and anti-capitalist policies and
national sovereignty, and continues to be able to
unite, besides the working class, broad sectors
of Portuguese society.

Meanwhile, the determining factor for build-
ing the necessary social alliances and political
convergences which can break with 35 years of
right-wing policies lies in the unity of the work-
ing class and of all workers, the people’s mass
struggle, as a driving force of the resistance and
of progressive and revolutionary transformation.

Besides a permanent attention to strength-
ening the Party itself and its roots among the
masses, it is to this end that the PCP devotes
most of its activity. The success of the November
24 General Strike, results of the undeniable
influence and force of the CGTP-IN — the class
trade union confederation of the Portuguese
workers — which counted with the Communists’
active contribution, was preceded by many small
and big struggles — amongst which we highlight
large demonstrations by public employees,
farmers, users of public services, professionals
of the security forces and the military — and has
already been followed by various demonstra-
tions by students, pensioners and in defence of
public services.

Portuguese Communist Party
May Day poster.

The crisis in, and of,
the European Union

Our domestic situation is inseparable from
recent developments in the European Union.
This has proved rightly those who - like the
PCP — always characterised the European
Economic Community, and later the European
Union, as a capitalist process of integration
which was profoundly contrary to the interests
of the workers and the peoples of Europe, and
who always stood against their country’s asso-
ciation with that process.

Much has been said about the crisis in the
European Union. But a correct assessment of this
issue requires that we also speak of a crisis of the
European Union. It is a crisis of the European
Union’s foundations and of its economic, politi-
cal and ideological pillars, that is, a crisis of the
capitalist integration process as a whole. This
assessment is essential in defining the paths,
methods and stages of the struggle, as well
as the alternatives and the overall alternative.

In the same way that the system as a whole
is reacting to its crisis by enhancing its exploita-
tive, oppressive and criminal nature, so too
the European Union is reacting to its crisis by
enhancing its neo-liberal, militarist, federalist
and reactionary nature.

As the system is reacting to its own crisis
with the deepening of its exploiting, oppress-
ing, aggressive and predator character, also
the European Union, as a central piece of the
imperialist strategy, reacts to its own crisis
with the deepening of its neo-liberal, militarist,
federalist and reactionary character.

The recent events in Greece, ltaly and
Portugal, as well as the results of recent
European Summits, very clearly show that
the process of European capitalist integration
does not serve the interests of the workers and
the peoples. What is occurring in the so-called
European response to the crisis is an increased
jump in the capitalist centralisation and con-
centration and a dangerous leap forward, in
the face of the very real risk of an implosion
of the European Union’s current configura-
tion. However, this is further aggravating its
contradictions and its own foundations and
exposing its limits.

But none of this is detached from the will
of the big domestic bourgeoisies. There is a
coincidence of class interests between those that
unleash the attacks against the States and the
peoples, and those who, in each country, support
and implement these attacks. And those who
see the crisis as an opportunity for a profoundly
reactionary anti-social, political and ideological
offensive, which can ensure them greater profits
and more power, and which can pave the road
to a reconfiguration of the States — as is the case
in Portugal — and of the European Union itself.

The situation in the European continent
reflects much of the complexity of the struggle
that Communists are confronted with. There are
many points of unity of struggle which are dia-
lectically interrelated. Among them are: strong
resistance against anti-social and anti-people
policies; defence of national sovereignty and
democracy; concrete proposals for each nation’s
sovereign economic development; coopera-
tion and solidarity in the resistance against the
supranational measures; the exposure of the
nature of the European Union and promoting a
break with the process of capitalist integration;
the construction of unity around the defence of
social, labour and sovereignty rights.

At the same time, the situation requires an
intense ideological struggle and an alternative
affirmation, because an acute class struggle
is always necessarily associated with a very
intense ideological struggle. A struggle of ideas
which, in the PCP’s opinion, is based on the
fundamental premise that the European Union

For social progress,

Holding the Portuguese Communist Party flag at a rally

is not reformable and that a different Europe,
a workers’ and peoples’ Europe, must neces-
sarily be built through their struggle, defeating
a process of a capitalist integration which has
run its course and which profoundly counters
workers’ and peoples’ interests.

This basic premise requires the wholesale
rejection of a set of measures of a federalist
nature, as the ones appointed by the European
Council of December 8-9, which through the
right wing and by the social democracy, deepen
the imperialist nature of the European Union.

Imperialism’s crisis
and offensive in
a changing world

The situation in the European Union is but
one of the expressions of capitalism’s profound
structural crisis.

The attempt to focus attention on Europe,
dramatising the so-called “sovereign debt cri-
sis” is, in itself, an expression of the fact that
inter-imperialist contradictions are growing at
a breakneck speed, and seeks to achieve two
central goals: to draw attention away from the
serious situation in the USA and from the crisis’
systemic nature; and to test in Europe new forms
of anti-social and anti-democratic aggression
and of attack against the peoples’ sovereignty.

But the facts show that the tendency is
towards a very quick worsening of the entire
capitalist system’s structural crisis, with syn-
chronised expressions of the crisis.

A crisis which, as we have stated in the
International Meetings of the past three years is,
in its essence and above all, an over-production
and over-accumulation crisis, which results
from capitalism’s main contradiction — between
the social nature of production and its private
capitalist appropriation — and not from any
mistake in the management of capitalism or
any regional problem.

It is in this framework that imperialism’s
multi-faceted offensive is quickly being stepped
up:

* Through an even greater concentration
of power in the hands of big capital and the
main imperialist powers, of new forms of
colonial domination and a violent destruction
of productive forces — attempting to counter
the confirmed downward trend in the rate of
profit and the associated decline of the main
imperialist powers;

e Through the promotion of openly
reactionary and even fascist ideologies,
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peace and socialism

attempting to contain and repress social
revolt and, above all, the organised struggle
which is developing all over the world, and
specifically in Europe;

Through the brutal imposition of “austerity
policies” and a renewed agenda of
interference and war, with incalculable
consequences, which raises the struggle

for peace to a new threshold of crucial
importance.

At the same time, this offensive also seeks to
contain any expression of the struggle and of the
peoples’ sovereign assertion which counter the
hegemony of the capitalist triad and which may
pave the way for alternatives of social progress.

It is in this overall context that the grow-
ing contradictions and even clashes between
the main imperialist powers and the so-called
emerging powers must be viewed. We are facing
an important process of realignment of forces
that, with its contradictory character, objectively
challenges imperialism’s hegemonic domination.
This may open up positive prospects for the
world balance of forces if the national processes
take the path of more advanced anti-monopoly
and anti-capitalist transformations, and if the
processes of building Socialism are confirmed
and furthered.

Recent international Summits, and specifi-
cally the G20 Summit, illustrate this reality, as
well as imperialism’s strategy to deal with the
emerging powers in a dual way, between con-
frontation and the attempt to involve them in its
strategy of domination. Also inseparable from
this reality is the war agenda of the USA, NATO
and the European Union in the entire region of
North Africa, the Middle East, Central Asia and
even the Far East, which entails extremely high
risks of generalised military confrontations.

It is in this highly complex and demand-
ing framework that we consider it essential to
continue paying attention to all aspects of our
struggle. If the matureness of objective factors
for the developing of the process of revolu-
tionary overcoming of capitalism is patently
clear, there are, however, numerous elements
and factors which reveal significant delays in
the development of the subjective factor of
the struggle — an essential element, as history
clearly shows, for advancing the revolutionary
struggle — and this forces a more rigorous and
careful definition of the methods, goals, stages
and forms of struggle.

For the second half of this contribution
visit www.solidnet.org or see forthcoming
Australian Marxist Review &

Contribution of the Communist Party

of the Peoples of Sp

The PCPE has always believed that the
advancement of the coordination of the
international revolutionary movement is an
essential element of our own political project.
That is why it is so important for us to take
part in this 13th International Meeting. We
consider that the title of this year’s meeting
is very well chosen, for surely Socialism is
the future, the only future that can ensure
the dignity of the whole working class and
popular sectors in the world.

We also believe it is critical that we achieve
some agreements and concrete advances in this
13th Meeting, since the situation we face is
really serious.

Twenty years have passed since the triumph
of the counterrevolution in the USSR and the
European socialist bloc and we are witnessing
today that the capitalist system, which then
was thought invincible, is undergoing a brutal
crisis as a result of its internal dynamics and its
own laws of development. The general crisis of
capitalism did not disappear with the disappear-
ance of the socialist bloc, but has worsened and
seriously threatens the very survival of humanity.

The parties here who come from the member
countries of the European Union, we face a chal-
lenge of great importance: the illusion created
for years in the working people of our countries,
based on a capitalism with a human face hypo-
critically called “welfare state” is crumbling
under the pressure exerted by the capitalists in
order to try to keep the profit rate up.

This “welfare state” which based itself on
the role of the social-democratic organisations
to convince the working class that it was not
necessary to seize power, which served as a
brake on the revolutionary aspirations after
the victory against Nazi-fascism, was never a
negation of the capitalist model, never left the
criteria for capitalist development and accumula-
tion, never meant anything but a refined form
of the dictatorship of capital.

Today, when the capitalist crisis spurs the
capitalists and makes them aware that the self-
limitations agreed with the social-democrats
are not useful to resume the cycle of extended
reproduction of capital, they advance rapidly
towards a more violent model, which even
questions the mechanism of formal bourgeois
democracy.

The question we should ask is what is the
task of the Communists in this situation? Are
we to lead the fight to recover an obsolete model
like the welfare state, without questioning the
very foundations of capitalism and telling the
working class and popular sectors that what
we propose is a better management under
capitalism?

Or rather are we going to lead the fight for
the overthrow of dying capitalism, telling the
working class and popular sectors that they can-
not have a decent life under capitalism, since it
is capitalism itself, as a system, that has caused
the crisis and the impoverishment of large
masses of workers and that it will continue to
do so while ever its exists?

That is, the question we ask is: do we
want to manage the dictatorship of capital or
do we want to exercise the dictatorship of the
proletariat?

The answer we give to this question depends
on our credibility as revolutionary organisations
with the masses, not only in our countries but
around the world. It is therefore not a subject
that has to be discussed only in different regional
frames of struggle, but it is a debate that affects
the whole International Communist Movement

because the strategy of the communist and
workers’ parties must be coordinated.

It must be consensual, but it mainly has to
be revolutionary and can never lose sight of the
historical task of the working class, which is
none other than the construction of Socialism-
Communism. Those of us who characterise the
present time as the transition from capitalism
to socialism do not have any doubts about this
our task.

This is the platform from which we should
note and remember these important issues. The
parties and organisations present here are com-
munists. As communist parties, we represent and
organise a specific sector which is the majority
of society, the working class, and we have to
seek alliances with other social sectors. But
we must never lose sight of the class nature of
society and the state.

We must never lose sight of that reality,
or attempt to camouflage it by resorting to
old ideological positions that have damaged
so much our movement and the international
working class.

Comrades, our struggle is a political strug-
gle, but it is also an ideological struggle. The
situations of relative weakness that we suffer
when capitalism attacks us in all areas cannot
make us doubt the essential elements that make
up the party of the revolution, and our goals as
Communists.

Latin America, which for many years has
been suffering from the looting and pillaging by
the imperialist powers of the European Union
and the US, is now in a situation quite different
from Europe. The popular processes advance and
the communist parties strengthen, but there is a
strong ideological confusion induced by groups
that do not want the working class to seize
power, that the processes advance as much as
possible to put an end to the main contradiction,
which remains to be between capital and labour.

From a humble position and supporting the
processes of liberation in America, we ask the
fraternal parties here present and the others who
are absent to increase the ideological battle in
order to maintain their independent profile in
these processes so that when the contradictions
explode, the working class and its communist

ain (PCPE)

party in front, can take the final step towards
the seizure of power.

The imperialist system is the enemy of all
peoples. The imperialist system is not only
represented by the US, but also by other struc-
tures such as the EU, NATO, the World Bank
or International Monetary Fund. Our struggle
is not against imperialism in the abstract, but
against its mechanisms and tools.

The case of Libya or the current events in
Syria are showing that some communist organi-
sations consistently fail to analyse the nature
and modus operandi of the imperialist powers.
There are times when an intermediate position
cannot be adopted, since this intermediate posi-
tion does not demonstrate the autonomy of the
working class party, but on the contrary, shows
the fear of openly contradicting the dominant
ideological position, which is none other than
the position of the ruling class.

The war is part and parcel of the strategy
of domination of imperialism. The struggle
against imperialist war requires the coordinated
mass action of all the International Communist
Movement.

Comrades, we have before us a historical
opportunity to take advantage of the structural
crisis of capitalism in order to show the working
class and broad sectors of society the historical
limits of capitalism. It is a task of great respon-
sibility and great importance, which requires
us to be as coordinated as possible, but also
to be more ideologically united on the basis
of Marxism-Leninism. The PCPE is willing to
take the necessary steps to advance to that unity.

It is a priority to develop coordinated
global or regional actions by the International
Communist Movement, and the sooner we move
in that direction the better. Coordinated actions
against the imperialist war, for the abandoning of
the EU, against the attacks on the working class
by the bourgeoisie governments that approve one
labour reform after another. All these actions
have to be answered under the leadership of the
Communists towards the socialist revolution.

Let us start creating the organisational
structures which will enable this intervention
in the immediate reality of the development of
international class struggle. &
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The foreclosure-to-rental
boondoggle

Mike Whitney

“The national housing market
took a hit in the latter half of 2011,
falling to new lows not seen since
the housing crisis began six years
ago, according to data out Tuesday
by S&P/Case-Shiller Home Price
Indices ... The index is down 33.6
percent from its peak in mid-2006.”
— Washington Post
The reason that housing prices
have dipped only 33.6 percent in the
United States instead of 60 percent,
as they have in Ireland, is because the
big banks have been keeping inven-
tory off the market. If the millions of
homes — that are presently headed for
foreclosure — were suddenly dumped
onto the market, prices would plunge
and the biggest banks in the country
would be declared insolvent. That’s
why the banks have slowed the flow
of foreclosures. According to Amherst
Securities Group’s Laurie Goodman,
“ ... 2.8 million borrowers haven’t
made a payment in over a year. Add
that to the over 450,000 real estate
owned (REO) units and you have
approximately 3.2 million that are
in the shadows. We are liquidating
about 90,000 homes a month. That’s
about 36 months of overhang; a
really shocking number.” Indeed, it is
shocking, but what’s more shocking
is that the banks are allowed to game
the system this way and get away
with it. New home buyers are paying
hundreds of thousands of dollars more
than they would be if the banks were
not manipulating inventory, so there
are real victims in this scam. And
is it really conceivable that the Fed
doesn’t know that nearly three million
people are living in their homes for
free? Of course, they know; they’re
in on it too. The bankers even have a
name for this arrangement; they call
it “squatters rent” and they estimate
it costs them an extra $60 billion per
year. They would rather pay that hefty
sum then foreclose quickly and have
to write down the losses which would
leave them broke.
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Some readers will probably
dispute the claim that housing prices
could dip 60 percent in the US as
they have in Ireland. These sceptics
may want to read a new study titled
“Housing, Monetary Policy, and
the Recovery” released by the chief
economists from the country’s two
largest banks.

On page 29 of the report, the
authors conclude that it would take
“a 57% fall in housing prices would
in our accounting sense eliminate
housing overhang”. Their second
projection estimates that it would take
“a 68%” drop. So, if you bought a
house in 2005 for $400,000 that house
would currently be worth $128,000,
a big enough loss to poke holes in
anyone’s retirement plans.

So, what should the government
do? Should they force the banks to
release the backlog homes so prices
can adjust quickly and new buyers
won’t feel like they’re being gouged?
But — if they do — what happens to all
the people who bought homes in the
last few years who suddenly discover
they’re underwater? Won’t that create
a whole new wave of foreclosures?

The best approach would be to
reduce the principle on the mortgages
of the people who are presently in
some stage of foreclosure and make
the banks pay for the losses. That
would slow the stream of foreclos-
ures to a trickle, stabilise the housing
market, and force many of the banks
into Chapter 11, which should be
real goal of any mortgage modifica-
tion program. The banks were the
perpetrators of this gigantic mortgage
laundering scam and continue to
pose a threat to the financial security
of every American. Dismantling the
TBTF (to big to fail) banks should be
the nation’s highest priority.

Foreclosure-to-rental
The Obama administration has
chosen an alternate course in its end-
less effort to appease the bank lobby.
They’ve launched a Foreclosure-
to-Rental program that’s aimed at

severely reducing the backlog of
unwanted homes on the banks’ books
via bulk sales to private investors. The
program — which is largely shrouded
in secrecy — is being hyped as a
common sense way to stabilise the
housing market and to “lower monthly
payments so responsible borrowers
can stay in their homes.” In truth,
Obama is just helping the banks slash
their mountainous inventory so they
can avoid bankruptcy.

Here’s part of the announce-
ment from the Federal Housing
Administration (FHA):

“The Federal Housing Finance
Agency (FHFA) today announced
the first pilot transaction under the
Real Estate-Owned (REO) Initiative,
targeted to hardest-hit metropolitan
areas — Atlanta, Chicago, Las Vegas,
Los Angeles, Phoenix and parts of
Florida.

“With this next step, prequali-
fied investors will be able to submit
applications to demonstrate their
financial capacity, experience and
specific plans for purchasing pools of
Fannie Mae foreclosed properties with
the requirement to rent the purchased
properties for a specified number of
years.” (FHA)

So far 2,500 Fannie Mae-owned
properties have been sold to private
investors. But — here’s the problem
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—""85% of the units are already being
rented, and almost 60% of the units
are on term leases.” (Calculated Risk)
So, everything Obama said about
the program was a lie. This isn’t a
foreclosure-to-rental program; it’s
a property-dump proffered to finan-
cial insiders who are getting cheap
government financing to fatten the
bottom line.

“The original idea behind the
REO-to-rental program was to sell
vacant REO to investors and only
in certain areas. These investors
would agree to rent the properties
for a certain period, and that would
reduce the number of vacant units on
the market.... This offer doesn’t seem
to match that goal,” says Calculated
Risk.

Fancy that; another boondoggle-
ripoff compliments of President
Hopium. Who could have known?

Here’s a clip from the FHA’s
Meg Burns:

“The pilot transaction very much
gets at the issue at hand - helping to
stabilise communities by keeping peo-
ple in their homes where possible...
This helps stabilise neighbourhoods
because many of the properties will
continue as rentals instead of moving
quickly to the for-sale market. In addi-
tion, it is easiest to price properties
with renters already in place, which
should help to attract investor interest.
“ (Washington Post)

Sorry, Meg, don’t piss on my leg
and tell me it’s raining. This is the
old switcheroo pure and simple. The
fact that the properties already have
renters means that the investors will
be raking in sizable returns from day
one. That’s not the way the program
was sold to the public. The American
people have been hoodwinked again.

Here’s more from the FHA’s
February 27 announcement:

“In order to ensure compliance
with applicable securities laws and
regulations, details of the sales
announcement will be sent to prequal-
ified investors per FHFA’s February 1

announcement. Subsequently, inves-
tors who post a security deposit and
sign a confidentiality agreement will
gain access to detailed information
about the properties. At that stage,
interested investors must submit a
comprehensive application, which
will be reviewed by an outside firm.
Only investors who are qualified
through this rigorous process will be
eligible to bid.”

Okay. So, John Q Public — the
little investor — is completely
excluded from this massive transfer
of real wealth to private equity, hedge
funds and other deep-pocket Obama
campaign contributors. That’s to be
expected. But what’s the so called
“confidentiality agreement” all
about. Does Obama really think he
can shower his dodgy friends with
hundreds of billions of dollars in dirt-
cheap property and keep the whole
matter under wraps?

Dream on, Barry. And what about
the financing? Are these cutthroat
property scamsters digging into their
own pile of cash to pay for these fore-
closures or is Uncle Sugar providing
60, 70, 80 or 90 percent financing
at rock-bottom rates of .01 percent?
That’s what we want to know.

This is not how honest people
deal with a crisis if they genuinely
have the public’s interest at heart.
This is just more-of-the-same fleece-
job larceny that was perfected by the
Bush claque. Wasn’t Obama going to
change all that?

We are only half way through the
foreclosure crisis. The experts predict
there will be another 7 to 11 million
mortgage defaults in the next few
years. That means we need a game
plan that will keep as many people in
their homes as possible while reducing
the vast overhang of supply that has
left the market in a shambles. It’s a
tough job, but it can be done provided
the interests of the victims are placed
above those of the banks. Fat chance
of that, eh?
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Melbourne

Fair Deal or No Deal in
Trans-Pacific Free Trade Agreement

Lunch Time Rally
Fair Deal or No Deal

Thursday 8th March - 12:30 to 1:15pm

Forecourt of the Melbourne Entertainment and Exhibition Centre,
enter from the Convention Centre Place or
from Clarendon Street, Melbourne.

For more information see www.aftinet.org.au
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Senegal presidential election
goes to runoff

Emile Schepers

On February 26, Senegal held
presidential elections. According
to election results the incumbent,
Abdoulaye Wade, will be forced
into a runoff. But what exactly
is being decided in terms of this
African country’s future is hard
to say.

Senegal, population about 13
million, got its independence from
France in 1960. Leopold Senghor,
its first president, was an outstanding
figure of African culture and letters,
and defined himself as a socialist; his
“African socialism” de-emphasised
class struggle in favour of African
communalist traditions. Senghor was
deeply attached to France, where he
ultimately retired to die.

Senghor’s first Prime Minister,
on the other hand, the fiery leftist
Mamadou Dia, strongly condemned
French control over independent
Senegal and imperialism in gen-
eral. Senghor, accusing Dia of coup
plotting, eventually managed to
marginalise him. Senghor retired in
1980 and was succeeded by Abdou
Diof, also of the not-very-socialist
Socialist Party.

Abdoulaye Wade, of the
Senegalese Democratic Party,
defeated Diof in the presidential elec-
tions of 2000, running on a platform
of opening up the political system.
He was supported in this by, among
others, the main party of the left, the
Party of Independence and Labour.
However, it soon became clear that
Wade, although he also opened up
trade with China, was going to go
even further than Diop in implement-
ing neo-liberal policies, and the left
broke with him. Wade, who was re-
elected in 2007, engineered a change
in the Constitution, which limited
presidents to two terms.

But subsequently, he thought bet-
ter of this and decided to go ahead
and run again in 2012. Ignoring
public outrage, he got the Supreme
Court, all of whose members he had
appointed, to agree, on the theory
that, as the term limits were imposed
when he was already president, they
would not apply to him. The deter-
mination of Wade to run in spite of

Protestors opposed to President Abdoulaye Wade running for third term.

the term limits, plus the suspicion
that he is planning to have his son,
Karim, succeed him, explains part
of the anger against him, but not all.
Food prices have been ris-
ing recently. Although not the
poorest among the former French
colonies in Africa, Senegal is poor,
with a per capita Gross Domestic
Product adjusted for “Purchasing
Power Parity” (GDP-PPP) of about
US$1,700 per year. Senegal’s exports
include peanuts, fish, cotton, and
phosphates, and it gets considerable
income from tourism. But industry
and agriculture are underdeveloped
and Senegal has to import many
things, including much of its food.
Senegal is one of the countries of
Africa that does not control its own
currency. The CFA Franc is basically
controlled by France, a fact which set
off a panic in late 2011 when it was
rumoured that the currency would be
devalued by Paris, which would also
have made imports much more expen-
sive. So far, however, the rumoured
devaluation has not happened.

Cuba and China
strengthen economic

relations

BEIJING: Council of Ministers
Vice President Marino Murillo
Jorge, head of the implementa-
tion commission responsible for
the guidelines approved at the
6th Communist Party Congress,
met in Beijing with Chinese Vice
Premier Hui Liangyu to discuss the
progress of bilateral economic rela-
tions and other shared interests.

Murillo’s seven-day working
visit included meetings with Li
Changchun, member of the perma-
nent commission of the Political
Bureau of the Chinese Communist
Party, and Agriculture Minister Han
Changfu, the Chinese Information
Centre reports.

Hong Lei, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, recalled that
“Cuba was the first Latin American

country to establish relations with
the People’s Republic of China,
which developed without major
obstacles and with exchanges at
the highest level, which increased
mutual confidence. We wish to pro-
mote this cooperation even more,”
Telesur reported.

Murillo emphasised Cuba’s
disposition to develop new projects
and exchanges with China in
the area of science and technol-
ogy, agro-industrial investment
and trade, following on from
an agreement made in the 19th
Intergovernmental Commission to
promote and expand agricultural
cooperation and speed up respective
food imports and exports.

Granma @

Corruption is another problem.
There is anger with Wade because
of the construction of a gigantic
statue, at 164 feet tall larger than
the Statue of Liberty in New York,
called “African Renaissance.”
Senegal is mostly Muslim and the
statue offended Islamic sensibilities
but was also seen as a “monumen-
tal” waste of resources and a sign
of Wade’s increasing megalomania.
Wade’s age itself - he is officially 86
but may be considerably older - is
another complaint. And there is a
long simmering revolt in the southern
Casamance region.

Going into the elections, a
demand that Wade withdraw his
candidacy came up against a stone
wall. The best known anti-Wade
presidential candidate, popular singer
Youssou N’Dour, was disqualified
on technicalities, leaving 13 other

candidates plus Wade. No fewer than
four of the other candidates had held
the post of prime minister under
Wade! The opposition alliance, called
M23, includes the left but also people
whose goals seem to be personal
rather than ideological.

There were protests, leading
to at least six deaths, in the weeks
leading to the election. An effort by
former Nigerian President Olugesun
Obasanjo to mediate the dispute was
shot down by both sides.

According to election officials,
Wade, with 34.82 percent of the
vote fell far short of the 50 percent
he needed, and will have to go to a
runoff. He even lost heavily in his
middle class home district in Dakar,
the capital. The runner up, with
26.57 percent, who will face Wade
in a runoff, is Macky Sall, of the
Alliance for the Republic, who used

to be Wade’s prime minister and then
president of the parliament until they
had a falling out in 2007 when Sall
tried to organise an investigation of
Karim Wade.

Speaking to the press last week,
Macky Sall emphasised that Wade’s
failure to avoid a runoff is a vindica-
tion of the opposition slogans “tou-
che pas a ma constitucion” (“don’t
touch my constitution”) and “pas de
troisieme mandat pour Wade” (*no
third term for Wade”), rather than
anything having to do with improving
the lives of the Senegalese, except
for a vague promise to bring food
prices down.

Sall may well win, because he
will have most other forces that ran
in the election behind him. What this
bodes for the people of Senegal is
another matter.

People’s World &

France’s secret war against
the Syrian people

During the assault on the opposi-
tion stronghold in the Homs
district of Bab Amr, the Syrian
army took more than 1,500 prison-
ers, mostly foreigners. Of these, a
dozen French nationals requested
the status of prisoner of war, refus-
ing to give their identity, rank and
unit of assignment. One of them is
a Colonel working for the France’s
Direcorate-General for External
Affairs transmission service.

In arming the Wahhabi Legion
and feeding it with satellite intel-
ligence, France conducted a secret
war against the Syrian army, which
caused more than 3,000 deaths
among the military, and more
than 1,500 among civilians in ten
months of fighting.

This information was par-
tially revealed by Thierry
Meyssan during an appearance
on the top Russian TV channel
on February 13, followed by an
article published on the 14th, by
Komsomolskaya Pravda and finally

through a Voltaire Network TV
video.

France has sought Russia’s
assistance to negotiate with Syria
the release of its prisoners of war.

Voltaire Network has found
no evidence enabling it to confirm
the allegations according to which
120 French nationals were taken
prisoner in Zabadani. This rumour
appears to be unfounded and, in any
case, exaggerated.

However, Voltaire Network
questions the articles by French
special correspondents in Homs
which have been published in
recent days: one week after the
takeover of the opposition district,
and with nothing but low intensity
urban clashes still taking place,
these reporters persist in depict-
ing a fictional revolution scenario,
obscuring the truth from their
readers, thus making it possible
for French Foreign Minister Alain
Juppé to negotiate in secret the
return of the POW’s.

On February 17, Nicolas
Sarkozy and David Cameron signed
a joint declaration, stating that
“France and the United Kingdom
wish to make it clear that those
responsible for the violence in all
parts of Syria should realise that
the day will come when they will
answer for their actions. France and
the United Kingdom reiterate their
determination to ensure that all the
evidence of the crimes is duly col-
lected so that those who ordered or
committed atrocities can be held
accountable.”

In the absence of an obligation
stipulated in the relevant treaties,
the secret war led by President
Sarkozy and his government con-
stitutes an unprecedented act under
the Fifth Republic. It violates
Article 35 of the Constitution and
amounts to a crime punishable by
the High Court (Article 68).
Voltaire Network &
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Hollowed-out
capitalism

Wayne Swan, our Treasurer,
is claiming that Australia’s
prosperity in under threat from
Australia’s richest people who
pursue their own interests helped
by the media.

Wow! Who would have thought
that all those “activist” billionaires
like Gina Rinehart, Andrew Forrest
and others who had cried the loudest
about the unfairness of taxes then
proceeded to avoid paying their share.
Who can possibly forget the sight of
Gina with a mike in her hand leading
the chant “Axe the tax”?

I know | can’t. Mr Swan made
sure to make a point that he was not
about “anti-market socialist ideology”.
He just wanted to preserve the “social
contract” between the wealthy and the

rest of the population with a view of
avoiding “a hollowed-out capitalism
assured of its own collapse”.

It seems the wealthy do not care
much about “social” or any other
“contracts”. Mr Swan should know
that. It is a bit like calling for capi-
talism with a human face — not quite
possible.

Mati English
Sydney

Unemployment and
the market system

The problem of unemployment
under a market system is simply
bizarre. Employers hold all the
cards — to hire and to fire. People
with good skills, young and older,
languish on the unemployment
gueue and are demonised as being
lazy, unemployable, not ready to
work, too qualified and so on.

They go through the processes
of job services agencies and return
week after week to be told to try
harder. These agencies can do little
but grease the wheels of the market
system, putting forth candidates to
meet vacancies.

There are jobs advertised in news-
papers and on websites, but the opera-
tion of the market system means that
qualified people who are unemployed

compete with those who are job shop-
ping, and too often, lose out.
Wouldn’t it be kinder and more
productive to be able to place unem-
ployed people in suitable vacancies?
No, because the market system must
be upheld and the owners of capital
must have the right to choose.
Chrys Gunasekara
Sydney

Perth
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society public meeting

EDUCATION FOR
LIBERATION

Behind Cuba’s education success

On February 7, a new adult literacy program was

launched in the indigenous community of Wilcannia,
New South Wales, based on a revolutionary Cuban

To: United Nation
High Commission for
Refugees -Turkey

As you are aware Mr Bina
Darabzand and Mr Mohammad
Ashrafi and some other worker
activists who have escaped from
the persecution by Islamic regime
of Iran are living in Turkey.
Because of the lack of the security
of these activists they face the pos-
sibility of deportation to Iran by
Turkey, based on our experiences
in the past.

We request, ask and finally
demand the safe journey of the above
mentioned worker activists to a third
country as soon as possible.

With respect,

Solidarity Committee with
Iranian Workers Movement
— Australia
proletarianunite@gmail.com

education method called Yo Si Puedo (Yes I Can).
Over the last decade, this program achieved
impressive results in countries such as Venezuela,
Nicaragua, East Timor and the Dominican Republic.

Five decades on from Cuba's 1961 national literacy
campaign, Cuba boasts the highest literacy levels in
Latin America and an education system that is the
envy of developing countries worldwide.

Speaker Nick Everett will examine Cuba’s
revolutionary education system, addressing the
question, What can we learn from Cuba’s example?

The public meeting will also hear from participants
of the 29th annual Southern Cross work/study
brigade to Cuba, held in January this year.

Saturday 10 March 2pm

State School Teachers Union
150 Adelaide Tce, East Perth

For more info, visit: www.acfs-perth.blogspot.com
Email: acfsperth@gmail.com Mobile: 0419 812872
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Africa’s
hidden
hunger

“When you arrive in a village, everything
may seem normal at first but then you
start to notice things,” explains Assumpta
Ndumi. “It is lunchtime but there is no
food on the fire. There are children in the
village but no laughter or play. These are
some of the signs of chronic malnutri-
tion.” For Assumpta, Save the Children’s
nutrition adviser for East Africa, chronic
malnutrition is a problem every bit as seri-
ous as acute malnutrition, even if it seldom
captures the headlines. “In Kenya last
year, the acute malnutrition that followed
the drought was widely reported, but even
before the rains failed there was a hidden
hunger and children were dying because
of it,” she explains.

Assumpta has witnessed firsthand the situa-
tion faced by children in Ethiopia, South Sudan,
Darfur and Kenya. “Many families eat just one
meal a day, but it is often the quality rather than
the quantity of the food that they eat that leaves
them dangerously weak,” she says, pointing to
reliance on staples such as maize and cassava,
which have low nutritional value, as well as the
lack of fresh fruit and vegetables.

But she has also seen how simple, low-cost
interventions can have a significant positive
impact, transforming lives and preventing unnec-
essary deaths. According to A Life Free From
Hunger, a new report by Save the Children,
nearly two in five children in Africa — 60 mil-
lion in total — are chronically malnourished.
The report argues that malnutrition is the
underlying cause of one third of child deaths
worldwide, although it may not appear on their
death certificates. Secondary illnesses such as
diarrhoea, pneumonia and malaria, rather than

chronic hunger, are usually put down as the
cause of death.

Pressing concerns

As well as causing fatalities, chronic
malnutrition is having a devastating impact
on children’s development. Without the neces-
sary protein, vitamins and minerals, children’s
bodies and brains do not develop properly.
In Niger, for example, recent World Health
Organization research shows the average
two-and-a-half-year-old will be more than
8 centimetres shorter than a well-nourished
child, and a 2011 UNICEF study found that
one in three children in Zimbabwe suffers from
chronic malnutrition.

Nearly two in five children in Africa — 60
million in total — are chronically malnourished.

Malnourished children often suffer from
diminished 1Qs, and if they survive to adulthood
are more likely to suffer from heart disease,
diabetes and renal damage as well as being far
less productive members of society.

Despite a significant global reduction in
child deaths, progress on tackling chronic mal-
nutrition has been painfully slow. While over
the past 20 years the number of deaths from
tuberculosis fell 40 percent globally and deaths
from malaria fell by over 30 percent in Africa,
levels of stunting across the continent have
dropped by just 1 percent over the same period.
There are now growing fears that a combination
of trends — including rising food prices, climate
change and demographic shifts — could reverse
even this modest gain.

In a recent survey, also by Save the
Children, half of families polled in Nigeria,
Pakistan, Peru, India and Bangladesh said they

were forced to cut back on food last year. The
poll also found that 1 in 6 parents asked their
children to skip school in order to work to help
pay for the families’ food. In Nigeria, a quarter
of all parents surveyed said their children some-
times or often go without food for an entire day,
and 94 percent pointed to rising food prices as
their most pressing concern.

According to Assumpta, tackling chronic
malnutrition is neither difficult nor expensive.
“I have seen how encouraging breastfeeding and
fortifying basic foods with essential minerals or
vitamins can have an immediate and dramatic
impact on children’s health,” she says. Back in
2008, the Lancet medical journal identified an
affordable package of 13 direct interventions
— including vitamin A and zinc supplements,
iodized salt, and the promotion of healthy
behaviour such as breastfeeding — that were
proven to have an impact on the nutrition and
health of children and mothers. It is estimated
that it would cost little more than $10 billion
per year to implement this package and help
protect 90 percent of the world’s most vulner-
able children from hunger.

Integrating strategies

According to a 2011 report from the Food
and Agriculture Organisation, three quarters of
Africa’s malnourished children live on small
farms and 43 percent of agricultural work is
carried out by women. Key to improving nutri-
tion is therefore improving agriculture among
smallholders, sharecroppers and agricultural
labourers, particularly women, by ensuring
increased access to vital inputs such as land,
tools, fertilisers and seeds, credit, agricultural
services, markets and water.

Integrating strategies on health, nutrition
and agriculture has been shown to produce
positive effects. In Mozambique, for example,
where the Food Security and Nutrition Strategy
is overseen by the Ministry of Agriculture, a
significant decline in malnutrition rates has
been achieved.

But despite some limited successes, nutri-
tion-focused agricultural interventions are not
able to address the underlying causes of malnu-
trition — such as chronic poverty and maternal
health. In Rwanda, despite efforts to promote
balanced diets and the introduction of specific
structural anti-poverty interventions, including
the provision of school milk and kitchen-garden
projects, rates of malnutrition remain stubbornly
high. “The roots of malnutrition are anchored
in poverty and behaviour,” Rwandan health
minister, Agnes Binawahlo, explains. “Only
sustainable development based on education
and economic growth can beat it.”

For Assumpta, who has worked to tackle
malnutrition for nearly two decades, the fact
that chronic malnutrition can be alleviated
with simple interventions gives her hope, but
it also increases her frustration when she sees
its devastating effects: “Last February, an old
woman arrived at an outreach centre in Wajir,
north eastern Kenya, carrying a listless child.
I thought the girl was about two years old but
the woman, her grandmother, told me she was
five. The girl — who was very thin and had a
cough and breathing difficulties — did not sur-
vive the night.”

Stories like this are all too common and
highlight the urgent need for a concerted global
effort to tackle malnutrition.

New Internationalist &
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Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 11 Mar —
Sat 17 Mar

On March 11 last year, a mas-
sive earthquake rocked the
east coast of Japan. It wreaked havoc
for several minutes without stopping,
only to be followed by thousands of
aftershocks, some measuring between
six and seven on the Richter scale.
But worse was to come.

The quake sent a tsunami onto the
Japanese coast north of Tokyo, a wave
of water and debris that swept inland
for kilometres, killing thousands of
people and devastating hundreds of
towns and villages.

Among the areas damaged by the
quake and tsunami was the Fukushima
nuclear power station, which suffered
such severe damage that one of its
reactors blew up and two days later
another one followed suit releasing
deadly radiation over a huge area.

The quake struck in the early
afternoon; the tsunami followed just
before schools were let out.

The extraordinarily moving
documentary Children Of The
Tsunami (ABC2 Sunday March 11
at 8.30pm) examines the events of
that day and particularly the after-
effects from the perspective — and
largely in the words of — some of the
children who survived.

At some schools, alert teachers
took the children to higher ground
(in one successful case to the roof of
the school building), but in the school
that features in this documentary, the
staff were more worried by the risk
from aftershocks than from seawater
(they were four kilometres from the
coast after all), so when the tsunami
arrived they were milling about in
the school playground. Seventy four
children died.

Traumatising as that was for

WE
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99%

the surviving children, the ensuing
disaster at the Fukushima nuclear
power station forced the survivors
in that district to flee their homes.
They now live either in emergency
accommodation or in whatever
cramped housing their families can
afford in the region. The children’s
lives are now governed by a regimen
of radiation checks, psychological
stress, and the awareness that they
may never be allowed to go home.

Listening to a little girl of seven
expressing her concern that she might
never be able to have a baby is deeply
disturbing.

tephen Fry’s latest series is

Fry’s Planet Word (ABC1
Sundays at 9.30pm from March
11) which sets out in five one-hour
episodes to examine language world-
wide, how it is used and abused and
how it continues to evolve.

There are some 7,000 languages
in the world today, some spoken by
very few. But of course there used
to be a lot more, languages that
are now lost forever. Disappearing
languages are dealt with in episode
two, next week, but this week in
episode one, Fry looks at current
research into how language began
and the beginnings of language skills
in toddlers.

All animals are able to comm-
unicate, and they must communicate
if they are to successfully get food and
mate. Only humans however evolved
the necessary physiological and
neurological means to creatively turn
basic communication into language
and thus into complex, creative
communication.

In the course of the first episode,
Fry discovers that children learn
how to apply the essential rules of
grammar at a very early age, how
the visual languages of deaf people
differ from one country to another,
and how an astonishing 80 percent of
the human brain is used in creating
language.

So essential is language to our
continued functioning, or to put it
another way so much is language
hot-wired into our existence, that if
we suffer damage to those sections of
our brain, the brain will endeavour to
repair itself, transferring functions to
other parts of the brain, so that we can
over time continue to communicate
effectively.
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Mrs Kanaka the school nurse measures radiation of the playground in Fukushima. Children Of The Tsunami

(ABC2 Sunday March 11 at 8.30pm).

Fry visits the UN to investigate
the modern version of the Tower of
Babel, and asks a translator if we
wouldn’t be better off all talking the
same language. He receives a polite
but firm rebuke that points out what
a great loss that would be, culturally,
aesthetically and historically.

The series is not one of the
great television documentaries, and
I wouldn’t rush home so as not to
miss it, but it is interesting enough to
justify watching it with satisfaction.

efore WW2, most of the

Australian population were
of English, Scottish, Welsh or Irish
descent. In the main they had been
driven to emigrate here by harsh laws,
land seizures and even famine. They
struggled to keep their culture alive
in their new land through their music.

English folksongs were adapted to
Awustralian settings, eisteddfods sprang
up in every city, Scottish pipe bands
were everywhere. When | was young,
Scottish folk dancing was a popular
pastime for girls in particular. But
Irish dancing was something that |
had never seen or even heard of until
the phenomenon that was Riverdance
surged onto our stages and television
screens.

It seems, however, that that was
a false impression, and that Irish
dancing was simply a well-kept
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secret in this country. In fact, 20
years ago an Australian lass won the
Irish Dancing world championship
in Dublin!

I have no doubt, however, that the
success of the Riverdance franchise
has enhanced the popularity of Irish
dancing in Australia. How could
it do otherwise? Now apparently
there are thousands of young people
engaged in this dance form, as the
new observational documentary
series Dancing Down Under (ABC3
Fridays at 6.30pm from March 16)
illustrates.

The ten-part series follows the
fortunes of four young Australian Irish
dancers as they compete in the 2010

C

Australian National Irish Dancing
Championships held in Wollongong.

This is not a series about the joys
or social benefits of dancing. It’s
about winning: winning medals, titles,
trophies, the coveted trip to Ireland to
compete against the world. It’s about
having the best costume, the finest
wig, making the best impression on
the judges before you dance a step.

It has in short, the same attitude
as all those obnoxious American
child beauty pageants have: winning
is everything, competing is nothing.
The narration by Josh Thomas seems
even more committed to this idea than
the dancers, and is both irritating and
unedifying. &
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onskil unveills
oward’s shame

Bob Treasure

The findings of the Gonski Review
into Schools Funding are an indict-
ment of a decade of misspending by
the Howard Liberal government,
which drastically increased federal
funding to wealthy private schools
under their SES formula while
leaving public schools to languish.

Of course, duchessing of private
schools was ALP policy ever since
Whitlam, but under a succession of
neo-conservative education minis-
ters such as Vanstone, Kemp, Nelson
and Bishop the rabid assaults on
public education and open encour-
agement of the privatising “choice”
option led to a shameful disintegra-
tion of a once successful and fairer
system of educational provision for
our children.

Now the Gonski review has told
us what the vast bulk of teachers and
parents in Australia already knew:
there is a correlation between such
lopsided spending and an overall
decline in Australia’s educational
outcomes compared to other OECD
countries, as shown in the 2009 PISA
(Program for International Student
Assessment) tests.

Not only have outcomes for the
top and middle layers declined, but the
gap between rich and poor students’
achievement has widened. What else
can be expected of a funding system
that provides millions of dollars to
wealthy fee-paying schools who
simply do not need it?

Crazy spending

Such absurd situations are typified
in a recent Sydney Morning Herald
(25-02-2012) report on Sydney
Grammar, the only private school
to make it into the NSW “top ten”
according to the Herald’s (test-
based) school “rankings”. Grammar
is the school that serviced Gonski
himself, and should not be confused
with Sydney (Church of England)
Grammar, otherwise known as
“Shore”, another elite school attended
by John Howard’s own sons, Michael
and Tim.

The article pointed to the fact that
the gross amount annually spent on
a student at Grammar was $40,000,
of which over $3,000 came from
government sources. The other nine
selective public schools in the top 10
rankings received between $10,000
(Penrith High) and $12,000 (James
Ruse). One of Gonski’s recommen-
dations is that the base funding rate
per secondary student throughout
Australia be $10,400.

The simplest way to achieve
some justice in redistributing school
wealth would be to take the $3,000
donated to Grammar and give it to
Penrith, or an even poorer western
Sydney or remote public school.
But that won’t happen, because the
Gillard Labor government’s promise
that no school would lose a dollar as
a result of the review means there
is Buckley’s chance of clawing
back excessive public funding from
wealthy schools.

Over the past decade, funding to
public schools rose by 2.9%, com-
pared to 7.2% for catholic schools
and 7.5% for independents.

Yet the rate of fees increases in
these self-same “independent” schools
rose faster than the rate of inflation
over the same period. The total cost
of education for the community has
duplicated and risen, without effec-
tive results.

The point is, elite schools such
as Grammar can increase their fees
(current level: $25,297 per annum) as
much as they like precisely because
their aim is to remain “elite” — too
expensive for the hoi-polloi! Yet
governments of every stripe continue
to throw money at them.

In short, Gonski’s message is
diplomatic, but simple: Australia’s
education system has become a des-
perate, clutching, dog-eat-dog race
for privilege, created by government
policy, for political ends.

Needs-based funding

Who suffers from the misspend-
ing? It’s not those gifted students in
selective schools, for starters. It is the
average student in average compre-
hensive public high schools, as well
as disadvantaged students in remote
areas of Australia, English-second-
language migrant kids and students
with disabilities.

Gonski points out that about 80%
of students from relatively poor, ill-
educated households - those in the
bottom 25% for socio-educational
attainment, i.e. working class people
— attend government schools. 78% of
all students with funded disabilities
go to government schools; 85% of
Indigenous students; and 68% of
students from a non-English speaking
background.

Often these disadvantages over-
lap, or are in the same geographical
area, contributing to severe learning
difficulties and poor educational
performance in a “ghetto” context.

Gonski proposes that extra
amounts of funding, calculat-
ed according to prescribed and

transparent criteria of location, level
of disadvantage (etc) be attached to
each student enrolment, beyond the
basic per capita amount mentioned
earlier ($10,400). While seemingly
positive, there is danger in this as it
sets up a structure for vouchers and
the total “marketisation” of education.

Meanwhile, Opposition spokes-
man on education, Christopher Pyne,
has vowed to scrap any changes
brought about by the review, rant-
ing about a “private school hit list”
and the need for “indexation” while
promising to “vehemently oppose”
any attempt to unwind the SES
(socioeconomic status) model that
has served private schools so well
but distorted the general level of
educational provision in Australia.

In fact, Gonski has proposed
indexation overseen by a single fund-
ing committee called the National
Schools Resourcing Body, as well
as a focus of funding towards areas
of need.

Most Australians would welcome
the prospect of needs based funding,
especially directed towards students
with special needs, or those who are
struggling or in some way disadvan-
taged. Public schools have always
done the heavy lifting in these areas,
and it is about time it was recognised
in terms of resources.

In this respect, public schools
would benefit greatly from the injec-
tion of $5 billion recommended by
Gonski.

Pitfalls

While $5 billion would be a
timely injection and a reversal of
years of public school neglect, it
tends to paper over some systemic
weaknesses underpinning Gonski’s
thinking — he is, after all, a capitalist
and Chief Executive of Coca-Cola/
Amatil. It is hard to ignore the drift
to privatisation implicit in his report.

Awstralia is one of the few coun-
tries in the world that subsidises
privately run schools with taxpayer
funds. They receive public revenue
but retain the right to run their insti-
tutions in their own way, hire and
fire, enrol and expel whomever they
choose. They can operate on the basis
of gender, religion, or any obscure
ideology. Under Howard they flour-
ished. Gonski’s recommendations for
the future in no way challenge this
entrenched arrangement.

Obsession with “per capita”
amounts attached to individual
students rather than comparative
wealth and resourcing of schools is
something privateer lobbyists love.

They know they will always be able
to “top up” beyond these standard
amounts from fees and sponsored
contributions. They can also hide their
riches from outside scrutiny in ways
public schools cannot.

As mentioned, “per capita” think-
ing sets up a “voucher” template,
a market where parental “choice”
becomes even more important
than it is now. Instead of a total,
cooperative and integrated system
of schooling, competition, image,
promotional hype, League Table
rankings, narrower curriculum, sup-
pressed creativity in teaching and
poorer overall outcomes become the
order of the day.

The Review openly invites
privateer companies to set up the
equivalent of “Charter Schools”,
especially in areas of disadvantage,
which would receive full government
funding but which would be privately
run. Howard tried this with technical/
trade education in his declining years.
The experience in the US where this
has been tried, after all the usual
blather about “educational miracles”
and after the dust has settled, is a story
of pressure-cooker classes taught by
underpaid pressure-cooked young
teachers: boring, unadventurous les-
sons teaching to the test, but with
dismal outcomes.

It would appear that Gonski has
not fallen for the neo-con mantra that
teacher quality is determined by devo-
lution and “Principal Power” — the
power to hire and fire and use “local
initiative™, just like private schools.
But Gillard, Garrett, O’Farrell and
other state honchos have indicated
this is the future.

By calculating school funding
on a per capita basis and supplying a
“bucket of money” governments are
able to hand over responsibility for
the governance of schools: it is a step
towards privatisation and the sell-out
of public schools. Then no one would
be able to complain to their local MP.
Their discontent would have to be
sorted in the marketplace which, as
every neo-con knows, supplies justice,
(if you have the money).

“Teacher quality” has always been
something of a red herring. It suggests
that Australian teachers are inadequate
when the reverse is actually the case.
Right wing think-tanks prefer to raise
it than spend more money on further
resourcing or teacher salaries. Apart
from some token gestures, a few
flagpoles and some smoke about
“values” and “chaplains”, the Howard
government did absolutely nothing
to develop teacher quality in its

decade-plus stewardship of national
education.

All the US and British inspired
“models” have proven not only illu-
sory, but counter productive. Would
it be too much to ask the Educational
Commentariat to look at systems that
actually work, such as the Finnish
example, where more than 90 per-
cent of schools are public, inclusive,
not test-dominated, where teachers
are respected and occupy high sta-
tus and outcomes are consistently
outstanding?

Or Shanghai, where extra
funds were invested in ditching the
Confucian “swat” model to develop
all-inclusive, egalitarian, cooperative
schools with a supportive teaching
force that followed up on students
causing concern? The outcomes there
have, indeed, been spectacular.

What now?

The reactionary mantra of “ ... you
don’t solve a problem by throwing
money at it” soon evaporates when
private school funding is threatened!
You can’t even talk about it because
it’s “socially divisive”, it’s the “poli-
tics of envy”, it’s “class war against
those who’ve earned their money”
and so on.

It’s “class war” alright, against
kids, parents, and teachers in public
schools and the unions that represent
them, and it is all about money. Now
that Gonski has made the recom-
mendations it would appear that our
respective governments’ cupboards
are bare. Feasibly 70 percent of
the suggested $5 billion would
have to come from the states. They
may talk generosity and largesse,
but they certainly aren’t showing
any at the moment. Of course, the
Commonwealth has its budget-
balancing act to consider.

There is a lot of “stall-talk”,
“more data has to be gathered”, “the
community needs to digest things.”
We should “ ... review the review”.
Some pundits suggest that Gillard
should wait and take it to the next
election, fully aware the ALP is star-
ing into the jaws of defeat.

As Gonski’s Report clearly shows,
public schools have endured the
class assault of more than ten years
of Howardism. A further five years
of Labor rule have finally produced
some recommendations. The longer
the current crooked set up is allowed
to perpetuate, the longer our national
education resourcing wallows in waste
and inequality.

Can we seriously afford not to
act now? &
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