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Covered In bad blood,
It’s Gillard for now

Julia Gillard remains prime minister by a
convincing caucus vote of 71 to 31. Kevin
Rudd is on the backbench and his replace-
ment as minister for foreign affairs is still to
be announced. Gillard has the difficult job
now of trying to mop up the bad blood that
has been spilt and building what appears
to be a united Party in the eyes of the
electorate. Rudd is out of the way, opening
the way for a future challenge by the likes
of Bill Shorten. As the parliamentary party
tore itself apart, Tony Abbott watched on,
letting MPs and Senators do the job for him.
The internecine warfare reflects a crisis of
social democracy as it attempts to manage
capitalism in the era of globalisation and
monopoly capital.

The backroom squalid, gutter politics of the
ALP was laid bare for the world to see. It was
no no-holds barred, dirty and personal, fuelled
by behind-the-scenes operators serving the
interests of mining, finance and other corporate
interests. It was a battle between Right factions.

Gillard still remains vulnerable; there will
always be blood on her hands in the eyes of the
electorate. She still has to overcome the loss of
trust following her failure to honour her agree-
ment with independent Andrew Wilke on poker
machines and the dirty dumping of the Speaker
of the House. Rudd’s behind doors scheming
and plotting for a come-back created just the
situation for the Right to make their move to end
his leadership ambitions in a future challenge.

There was a certain irony in the juxtaposi-
tioning of Gillard’s demands that she be allowed
to get on with the business that she was elected
to do and Rudd’s claims he should be allowed
“finish the job” he was elected to do in 2007.

Poor opinion polls were used as the excuse
in the coup against Rudd ten months ago. The
same line did not work for Rudd in his chal-
lenge on Monday. The opinion polls rated Rudd
higher than Gillard and Abbott in the popularity
stakes. But the electorate does not elect prime
ministers, their parties elect them, and public
opinion could change many times over in the
next 12-18 months before the next elections.

After some months of rumours about a lead-
ership challenge by Rudd, it was brought on by
Gillard supporters. They went public first with
their vilification of Rudd. They crossed the line
with their squalid, personal abuse, which hurt not
only Rudd but the Party they all claim to be so
loyal to. Trust, discipline and any semblance of
proprietary went out the window. The media had
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a field day spreading rumours and giving space
to every MP or Senator willing to join the fray.

Attorney-general Nicola Roxon and environ-
ment minister Tony Burke stated categorically
that they could never work with Kevin Rudd.
Simon Crean’s very public and personal attack
on Rudd last week was a conscious move to
bring the situation to a head and force a ballot.
Gillard’s failure to pull Crean up or publicly
reprimand other MPs for their mud-slinging,
set the scene for Monday’s ballot.

Whatever scheming Rudd was up to, and
rumours abound about conversations with busi-
ness leaders, Rudd had not lowered himself to
a public slanging match. He resigned his posi-
tion, pointing out correctly that it was untenable
without the confidence of the PM. He contained
his remarks to political comment about Labor’s
electoral chances under a Gillard leadership.

Both Gillard and Rudd are cut from similar
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political cloth. Both are right-wing Labor. The
differences in detail are relatively small. They
are strong adherents to neo-liberal (economic
rationalist) economics, supporting privatisation,
the winding back of the welfare state, promoting
free trade and deregulation of financial sector.
Both leaders have overseen ongoing regressive
corporate tax cuts and privatisation by stealth
of public health and education.

Both uphold Australia’s military alliance
with the US as the central pillar of foreign
policy. Neither are friends of China, neither will
refuse to send troops off to future US wars or
reverse the massive build-up of US forces and
bases in Australia and our region.

Gillard continued the Rudd government’s
opposition to implementation of the Kyoto
Protocol on climate change and her govern-
ment played an important role at Durban in
thwarting the attempts of developing nations to
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get agreement on new binding commitments to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

“Faceless men”

Rudd picked up on an issue that he had
raised before the ALP National Conference in
November 2011, that of democratising the ALP
and ending the power of the “faceless men”.
These “faceless men” orchestrated the coup
against Rudd, and have considerable control
over pre-selections and policy. Threats that MPs
would lose pre-selection if they did not vote a
certain way were very real.

These “faceless men” are a section of the
Right within the ALP. They include Bill Shorten,
David Feeney, Steven Conroy, Mark Butler, Don
Farrell, Bill Ludwig, Mark Arbib and outside
of parliament, Australian Workers Union(AWU)
national secretary Paul Howes.

Continued on page 2
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There is a history of branch stacking, dirty deals and lack of democracy
which has seen the ALP lose tens of thousands of members. It also reveals
how the “Left” sew up deals with this Right faction to carve up positions.

A number of them are adherents to the most conservative, Catholic
social values, opposing IVF, abortion, stem cell research, gay marriage
and euthanasia and several have a background in Santamaria’s Catholic
Action (Groupers). The main aim of the Groupers was to gain control
of the trade union movement, keep communists out of trade unions and
keep the ALP out of office as long as possible. They formed the original
Democratic Labor Party following a big split in the ALP in the mid-1950s.

They succeeded in splitting the Labor vote and keeping Labor out
of office at the federal level in the 1950s and 1960s.

These same political forces, including some non-Catholic fellow
travellers, now control the ALP and a number of right-wing unions.

Rudd’s calls for power to be transferred to the membership of the
ALP, for the membership to be able to have a say in policy and a greater
role in selection of parliamentary candidates, are valid.

The electorate have had enough of its conservative policies, its failure
to protect ordinary working people, its adoption of the same austerity
measures as conservative parties. Today, just as when the Howard gov-
ernment was thrown out, the majority of Australians are seeking real,
progressive change. Labor is seen as being corrupt and undemocratic;
it cannot be trusted and has turned its back completely on the working
class. The same powerbrokers on the Right and some calling themselves
“Left” have strengthened the grip of the Right on Labor.

The ALP has already been swept from office in Victoria, NSW and
WA, and is about to take a hammering in Queensland. The only thing it
has going for it with the electorate is the unpopularity of the Coalition’s
leader Tony Abbott.

ALP membership is haemorrhaging, its electoral support has declined
and would be even less if the Opposition and its leader were not so
unpopular. Its decline and this latest leadership dust-up are symptomatic
of the crisis and bankruptcy of social democracy facing social democrat
parties around the world.

In Greece, for example, the future of the social democratic party,
PASOK, is being discussed. The former PASOK government attempted
to impose the crippling, anti-people austerity measures dictated by the
IMF, European Central Bank and EU on the people of Greece, and then
joined the conservative New Democracy and ultra-nationalist LAOS
parties in a coalition government to do the job.

Social democracy, historically a party of social reform during times of
capitalist boom has changed. It is no longer prepared, and not permitted
by monopoly capital, to make such concessions as in the past.

Neo-liberalism, which was unquestioningly adopted by the ALP and
other social democrat parties around the world, involves taking back the
past gains of the working class, shoring up finance capital and corpo-
rate profits. Capitalism is in crisis, it is experiencing one of the deepest
economic crises in its history and is attempting to lift itself out of crisis
on the backs of workers with the full co-operation of social democrat
parties, including the ALP, as well as through war.

Bit by bit the pro-working class policies of the ACTU were wound
back. The campaign for the 35-hour week, opposition to privatisation,
defence of Medicare and public education, “no ticket, no start” on jobs,
and other progressive policies were quietly dropped. Many workers began
to question the need to join a trade union, many succumbed to increased
employer pressure and media propaganda not to join, especially under
the Howard government’s WorkChoices. This is despite the fact, that in
unionised workplaces workers’ wages are far higher and working condi-
tions much better than in non-union shops.

It is important that trade unions are in a position to fully reflect the
wishes and interests of their members, support candidates and political
parties that best reflect those interests. This involves asserting their inde-
pendence, rethinking their affiliation with the ALP so that their support
cannot be taken for granted, but must be earned.

To those who are disillusioned with Labor, who are seeking a party
that puts working class interests first, who are prepared to struggle
for those interests, we urge you to consider joining and building the
Communist Party of Australia, and if you are in the workforce to join
the appropriate trade union.

For more information on the “faceless men”, visit The Power Index
website (thepowerindex.com.au).

PRESS FUND
Comparing the military spending around the world, ABC
economics commentator Allan Koller recently pointed out that
the US military budget vastly exceeds that of any other nation.
He observed caustically: “America accounts for 43 percent of the
world’s military spending — no wonder they’re going broke!”” Nice
one, Allan. Blunt speaking about such matters is as welcome as it is
rare. Speaking about going broke, the Press Fund isn’t! However,
we do need your contributions to the Fund to help us meet our
operating costs, so we’d really appreciate you sending something
in for the next issue. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as
follows:

Donna $10, “Round Figure” $20
This week’s total: $30 Progressive total: $1,390

WA Chief Scientist
VISItS northwest mining
boom centre

Richard Titelius

On a three day visit to the min-
ing service hub of Karratha on
Australia’s North West coast, Chief
Scientist of Western Australia,
Professor Lyn Beazley addressed
a public meeting on the aims and
ambitions of science in the region.
The meeting which was widely
publicised in the local media and
through emails to all businesses
was only able to attract 20 people,
while the towns’ recent karaoke
night attracted 150 people.

The event was organised by
the Institution of Engineers and
Technology which has amongst its
goals, the promotion of the interests
of engineers and their profession
in the community. The handiwork
of engineers is very evident among
mining and gas infrastructure around
Karratha and the Pilbara hinterland.

Professor Beazley began her pres-
entation by reminding those present
of how old the Pilbara landscape is,
where rocks have been discovered
on the surface which date back 3.5
billion years — and where recently
amongst these rocks were discovered
microfossils which were 3.4 billion
years old when the existence of
“free oxygen” was minimal. In fact
research conducted by a scientist
from the University of WA found that
these microbes “breathed” sulphur
compounds.

In more recent times as part of a
biodiversity survey across the state,
1,300 new species were discovered

including several on the nearby
Burrup Peninsular — home also to
30,000 year old Aboriginal rock art.
Both these recently discovered plant
and animal species and the ancient
Aboriginal rock art are in danger
of disappearing forever as capital’s
relentless push for non-renewable
energy and minerals continues on
the Burrup, threatening to crowd out
this unique natural and Aboriginal
heritage.

While investment in renewable
energy has overtaken that of non-
renewable energy by $140 billion
compared to $110 billion, these min-
ing and carbon based energy projects
were continuing with significant plans
for further expansion.

It should be noted that the
resource projects in operation and
those planned for the Pilbara and
Kimberley regions of WA will make
the government’s clean energy targets
of 20% by 2020 more difficult if not
impossible to achieve as these projects
will add at least another 10-15% to
current emission levels.

While Professor Beazley touched
on challenges and developments in
geothermal (it is deeper than most
parts in the world) and bio-fuels
(including a local pilot algae plant),
wind, tidal and solar, much work and
political will is needed to overcome
industries’ reliance, almost an addic-
tion to non-renewable energy.

Finally, left out of the picture of
the massive resource development
of the area, was the impact on the
local Aboriginal people, the local

ecosystems and family and social
networks caused by some of the
living and working arrangements in
the Pilbara. These impacts include
the level of unemployment amongst
some Aboriginal youth, the health and
education and existential problems
confronting Aboriginal communities
with the sudden and invasive intro-
duction of mining and associated
technology and modern day to day
living to the Pilbara region.

Non-Aboriginal people are not
immune to the problems of mining
in the Pilbara as the human cost of
Fly In-Fly Out is being increasingly
felt by workers and the communities
which receive them — a disconnection
from self and family.

By the end of Professor Beazley’s
presentation about the wonders and
marvels of science | and other people
in the room with whom I talked after-
wards were left wondering whether
the quantitative improvements in
material existence which had been
wrought by science and technology
had also brought similar qualitative
improvements in human existence
or being.

As many parts of the world are
experiencing limits to material wellbe-
ing with the deepening of the global
financial crisis, maybe it is time to
rethink the framework of our social,
cultural and economic wellbeing and
embrace systems which are more sus-
tainable and will bring material and
non-material benefits to society at all
levels and for all living things. &

Smokefree alfresco dining

Health groups have told the NSW
and Victorian governments making
alfresco dining areas smokefree
will be a popular move to protect
staff and patrons — including
children.

Action on Smoking and Health
(ASH) has welcomed the announce-
ment by the NSW government
that it will legislate to make public
playgrounds, sportsgrounds, pools,
building entrances and transport
stops smokefree, and will set a
deadline of 2015 for all commercial
outdoor dining areas.

ASH also welcomes reports that
the Victorian government is con-
sidering smokefree alfiesco dining
legislation.

Says ASH Australia Chief
Executive Anne Jones: “There’s
strong public support for making
these workplaces smokefree to
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protect the health of employees and
diners — including children.

“Queensland, Tasmania, ACT,
Northern Territory and Western
Australia have all found smokefree
alfresco policies popular and effec-
tive — leading to health benefits and
no loss of dining trade.

“Smokefree venues attract
many more people than they deter
— because people, especially with
children and including many smok-
ers, prefer to dine smokefree.”

The South Australian govern-
ment has set a deadline of 2016 for
smokefree outdoor public dining,
but is understood to be considering
a shorter timeframe.

“Tobacco smoke is a highly
toxic, highly carcinogenic airborne
contaminant”, said Anne Jones,
“and that’s how we should deal
with it.

“Many other activities — driving
a vehicle, using dangerous machin-
ery, drinking alcohol - are legal in
some settings but not where others’
health and safety is threatened.

“Some smokers may be upset at
not being allowed to smoke in these
areas; but Civil Liberties Councils
agree that a right to smoke doesn’t
extend to where it risks harming
others.

“We look forward to these poli-
cies being implemented as soon as
possible.

“In the meantime, we urge local
councils to do what they can to
make outdoor dining areas under
their control smokefree pending
deadlines in NSW, SA and Victoria.

“Any council in a position to
prevent three or four more years’
toxic exposure on their patch
should certainly do so.” &
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Four years on, grief

and healing

February 13 marked four years since then-
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd apologised
to the Stolen Generations for the “laws
and policies of successive parliaments and
governments that have inflicted profound
grief, suffering and loss on these, our fellow
Australians”.

In ceremonies around the country,
Indigenous and other Australians paid tribute
to the strength and resilience of the Stolen
Generations, spoke about healing and reconcili-
ation and the work that still needs to be done.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social
Justice Commissioner Mick Gooda spoke about
the emotion of the Apology.

“Like many Australians, | remember where
I was on that historic day when the Australian
Parliament acknowledged the pain, trauma and
distress caused to many of our Elders who were
forcibly removed from their families,” he said.

“Like many Australians, | was profoundly
moved by the fact that after so many years, our
mothers and fathers, our sisters and brothers,
our aunties and uncles and even some of our
children, finally received the acknowledgement
and apology they deserved for lives torn apart
by policies and practices of past governments.”

Mr Gooda said it was time to build on the
foundation started by the Apology.

“With bipartisan support, the National
Apology brought the nation together,” he said.
“I believe the time is right to build on this and
take the next step in asking the nation to come
together again in one voice and recognise
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
in the Australian Constitution.

“| believe in 2012 we stand at a point in
time where we truly can focus the nation’s
efforts on building understanding and respect
for Australia’s First Peoples by recognising
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in
the nation’s founding document.

“To do otherwise would be a disservice to
all our Elders, ourselves and our grandchildren
and would rob us as a nation of the opportunity
to make a lasting difference.”

In Canberra, the National Stolen Generations
Alliance hosted a parliamentary seminar that
included a morning tea with Indigenous Affairs
Minister Jenny Macklin and Mr Rudd and
launched a new website featuring testimony
from members of the Stolen Generations.

In Melbourne, Aboriginal community
organisations held a breakfast under the banner
of “I feel proud today”.

In Sydney, Ministers Rudd and Macklin
attended a breakfast at Government House,
where the Healing Foundation’s Florence Onus
addressed the audience.

loss —
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NSW Aboriginal Land Council chair
Stephen Ryan used the milestone to criticise the
Gillard government’s commitment to Aboriginal
affairs, which he said stood in stark contrast to
that of the NSW government, which has been
working co-operatively with Aboriginal com-
munities on a major reshaping of government

policy.

Committed

“It’s early days in my state with the
O’Farrell government, but they have committed
to a ministerial taskforce, and to widespread
consultation throughout NSW to address the
massive failures of government over the past
decade,” he said.

“The O’Farrell government has also kept its
promises to keep individual ministers engaged
in the process — there are seven ministers on
the taskforce, and their personal attention to the
consultation process has been a welcome change.

“As | said, it’s early days, but if you can get
the conversation with Aboriginal people right,
I think you’ve got a much greater chance of
getting the outcomes right.”

Mr Ryan said the Gillard government wasn’t
talking with the Aboriginal community of NSW.

'-;m

“The Prime Minister is yet to visit a NSW
Aboriginal community, where the majority of
Aboriginal Australians live. Her predecessor
didn’t either,” he said. “After the recent Tent
Embassy fiasco, | think the Gillard govern-
ment needs to also look at how it can reset the
relationship with Aboriginal people.

“l don’t doubt their intentions — no-one
wants to see my people stuck with third-world
life statistics, as is the case in many communi-
ties in NSW and beyond.

“What | doubt is their political resolve to
get the job done.”

St Vincent de Paul Society National Council
chief executive Dr John Falzon called on the
federal government to “reverse its roll-out of
damaging policies such as compulsory income
management and the School Enrolment and
Attendance Measure (SEAM)”.

“The members of the St Vincent de Paul
Society were deeply moved by the events of
13th February, 2008. We will never forget the
powerful words of the then Prime Minister...,”
he said.

“Neither can we forget the gracious-
ness and generosity of spirit shown by
Australia’s First Peoples, including members

Photo: Wayne Quilliam courtesy of Koori Mail

of the Stolen Generations, in accepting this
apology.

“It was a time of deep reflection. Now it
is the time for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to be able to determine their
own futures rather than suffering the indignity
and degradation of policies that discriminate
against them and take away control over their
lives.

“We also continue to be deeply concerned
by the disproportionate rate of incarceration of
Indigenous Australians, especially the young.”

Glenice Garvie, who is the first director
appointed to the designated Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Australian Association
of Social Workers board position, said it was a
very emotional day.

“I remember the lives of people who were
and are part of my life and who helped shape
me to be the person | am today,” she said.

“To me the Apology was a very powerful
thing as it acknowledged what we Aboriginal
people knew to be the truth. That is all | needed
to know and now | can move on with my life
and not pretend nothing happened.”

The Koori Mail &

Pete’s Corner

- . .
US official hailed
Richard Armitage, who was the
deputy secretary of state in
George Bush jnr's administration

and an adviser on US-Australia

relations, has been appointed to
an honarary position within the

Order of Australla, alongside a

fermer CIA chief, Michael Hayden.
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International
Women'’s Day 2012

Celebrating women in the workforce

5:30pm - 7:30pm
Thursday March 8
Level 6, CSA Building,445 Hay St, Perth

UnionsWA invites you to celebrate IWD with a sundowner.

The event will be addressed by guest speaker
Professor Alison Preston, Director, Curtin Graduate School of
Business, Women in Social and Economic Research.

Drinks and snacks will be served.

Strong Women need Strong Unions.
Strong Unions need Strong Women.

For more information and to RSVP contact
Madeleine at mholme@unionswa.com.au

Perth
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Vic nurses’ rolling stoppages
ANF statement

Given the failure of the Baillieu
government to allow our dispute
to be fully resolved by Fair
Work Australia, the following
Hospitals will commence daily
rolling stoppages of up to 4 hours
on the morning shift, and up to
four hours on the afternoon shift:
Austin Hospital, Bendigo Hospital
(including Anne Caudle Centre),
Monash Medical Centre (Clayton).

Rolling Stoppages
continue

Up to 1,500 nurses and midwives
have continued or commenced with
the stoppages (Monday) at the fol-
lowing facilities: Royal Melbourne
Hospital, Dandenong Hospital,
Western Hospital Footscray, Geelong
Hospital, The Northern Hospital,
Frankston Hospital, Ballarat Hospital,
Maroondah Hospital, St Vincent’s
Hospital.

These daily stoppages will
continue indefinitely, and additional
hospitals will be joined to the action
on each day that the dispute remains
unresolved. Night shift staffing levels
are to be maintained at all times.

The exact duration, starting and
finishing times of the stoppages will
be determined by the Australian
Nursing Federation (ANF) Job Reps

at each hospital, as will any exempt
areas.

Baillieu’s world

These stoppages represent what
the ANF is being asked to agree to,
as confirmed by Baillieu government
negotiators on December 15, 2011.

This was also reported in the
Herald Sun on February 22: The
document, seen by the Herald Sun,
outlines the circumstances under
which the government wants to win
the right to override nurse-to-patient
ratios, including where hospitals are
struggling for money or staff.

The official plan, which was
presented as a secret proposal by
the Victorian Hospitals’ Industrial
Association during confidential Fair
Work Australia hearings with the
ANF, also calls for nursing assistants
to be used as an alternative to fully
trained staff to meet the ratios.

Details of the proposal emerged
at the same time Health Minister
David Davis wrote an open letter to
the state’s nurses saying he did not
want to abolish nurse-to-patient ratios.

Nurses and Midwives
Hardship Fund and

community support
The ANF (Victorian Branch)

Victorian nurses and supporting trade unionists rally at Parliament House in Melbourne last year.

advises that the Nurses and Midwives
Hardship Fund has received, and is
continuing to receive, many dona-
tions from members of the Victorian
community who respect the work
that nurses and midwives do, and
respect the commitment and sacrifice
that members are making to ensure
Victoria retains a high quality public
health system.

Many nurses and midwives face
having their pay docked for par-
ticipating in the stoppages. Nurses,

midwives and mental health nurses
who are not directly involved in the
stoppages are encouraged to donate to
the Hardship Fund. You can do so by:
EFT payment: Account name:
ANF (Vic Branch) Victorian
Nurses Welfare & Hardship Fund
BSB: 083 266

Account No: 859680424

* Donating online at
https://anfvic.wufoo.com/forms/
z7p4x5/ using a paypal account

* Dropping into ANF offices

at Level 5, ANF House, 540
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne
(across from the Vic Market), or
* By cheque or credit card by
downloading the form at
http://tiny.cc/Iw2kj.

Cheques should be made
payable to ‘ANF (Vic Branch)
Victorian Nurses Welfare &
Hardship Fund’ and mailed to:
Box 12600

A'Beckett Street PO,
Melbourne Vic 8006 &

Gonski review
supports greater
public school funding

The Gonski Review report reveals
the urgent need for the reform of
school funding arrangements and
an investment of at least an extra
$3.8 billion a year in public schools,
the Australian Education Union
AEU) said.

AEU Federal President Angelo
Gavrielatos said the report exposes
the dysfunctional and inequitable
nature of the current school funding
arrangements. “This report shows
the immense social and economic
cost of failing to reform the way
we resource our schools,” Mr
Gavrielatos said.

“Public schools are being
denied the resources they require to
ensure the provision of high quality
education for every child in every
community.”

He said that there is a once in
a generation opportunity to move
to a fairer funding system that bet-
ter meets the needs of all students.
“We need to move immediately to
implement the recommendations of
the Review for the

creation of a schooling resource
standard with appropriate loadings
for disadvantage and an investment
of at least an additional $3.8 billion
a year in our public schools.

“Students and teachers in
public schools have waited long

enough. It is time to invest the
funds that are urgently required.
The report requires a commit-
ment to reform from all levels of
government. However, given the
dysfunctional nature of the existing
Commonwealth funding arrange-
ments and its greater revenue rais-
ing capacity, the Commonwealth
must contribute the largest share of
the funding required.”

Mr Gavrielatos emphasised that
there needs to be a clear timetable
for the introduction of legislation
this year to ensure new funding
arrangements can be put in place
by 2014 and that there will also
need to be an additional investment
in special education beyond the
funding already identified after the
completion of the work underway
on the development of a common
national definition for disability.

“As the report makes clear,
there has been an under-investment
in public school buildings and
facilities and we are disappointed
the Commonwealth has not yet
committed to a greater investment
in this area. We strongly support
the development of a capital fund-
ing standard that all buildings and
facilities in schools can be meas-
ured against.” &

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

AMWU takes aim
at supermarket duo

The Australian Manufacturing
Union (AMWU) this month gave a
scathing assessment of Australia’s
powerful supermarket duopoly
during a Senate inquiry into the
food processing industry.

“They are both producers and
retailers. They drive out competi-
tion to their own products - by any
means possible,” AMWU Food and
Confectionery Division National
Secretary Jennifer Dowell told the
inquiry in Sydney.

Ms Dowell warned the duopoly
had cornered Australia’s limited
food market with the rise of its own
private labels, typically sourced and
manufactured overseas.

“They put their own private
labels on the shelves not because
they are better quality, not because
they are necessarily cheaper, not

because there is a huge demand from
consumers but they do it to increase
their profits.”

She said Coles and Woolworths
were driving independent brand
manufacturers out of the market
or offshore, meaning the loss of
manufacturing jobs, impacts on local
economies and the capacity to produce
food for Australia long term.

“They dictate product lines,
burdensome storage and delivery
requirements, packaging, marketing
terms. They often dictate complex
and stringent requirements in con-
tracts that they can almost amend or
terminate at will.”

Ms Dowell urged the Senate
select committee to recommend
whatever it took to break up the
stranglehold of the duopoly. This
includes greater oversight and controls

to remove anti-competitive practices
and improve market access.

“The retail food and grocery
market in Australia is failing consum-
ers, suppliers, our communities, our
industries, our workers and ultimately
our ability to maintain the capability
to produce, process and feed ourselves
as a nation.”

The inquiry also heard about the
uneven international trade playing
field for Australia’s food manufactur-
ers and the need for a tightening of
our food labelling laws.

A delegation led by Ms Dowell
and comprising AMWU delegates
from across the country took their con-
cerns to Canberra to lobby Ministers,
Shadow Ministers and backbenchers
about the importance of securing jobs
in food manufacturing. &

Sydney

Saturday March 10

Picnic at First Fleet Park at noon
Thursday March 8

Rally at Sydney Town Hall — 11 am
Speeches followed by march to Circular Quay

International Women'’s Day

* Fund equal pay for women now!
« Stop violence against women!
* My body — my choice! Repeal all anti-choice laws, everywhere!

Amnesty International film night — Cairo 678

Dendy 261-263 King St, Newtown from 6.30-8.45pm

A film about women fighting sexual harassment in Egypt

Tickets $10 (plus $5 drinks at the bar when you show your ticket)
A guest speaker will open the event at 6.30pm and the movie will screen from 7.00pm

For more on the film: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1764141/
To purchase tickets: http:/lamnestyfilmiwd-esearch.eventbrite.com/?srnk=1




The Guardian
February 29 2012

Australia 5

Amnesty International rips Into
Australian detention poI|C|es

Peter Mac

Human rights group Amnesty
International has released a
scathing preliminary report on
Australia’s immigration policies,
recommending closure of the
Curtin detention centre immedi-
ately, and other remote centres as
soon as possible, with a maximum
30 day detention period while
health, character and identity
checks are carried out.

The report was written after
an extensive tour of immigration
facilities, during which hundreds of
detainees, administrators and officials
were interviewed. A comprehensive
report will be issued later this year.

The federal government appears
to have expected only minor criti-
cism. However, they and the Liberal/
National opposition parties, who also
endorse mandatory detention and off-
shore processing policies, must have
got a rude shock on receipt of the
report, which states unequivocally:

*...the indefinite and prolonged
detention of asylum seekers is a failed
policy that contravenes human rights
standards. The most serious and dam-
aging conditions ... are the length of
time and the indefinite nature of their
imprisonment.”

Detention equivalent
to imprisonment

Use of the term “imprisonment”
highlights the misuse of the term
“illegal immigrants” by this and
previous governments in describing
asylum seekers.

There is, in fact, no law against
asylum seekers arriving by boat. In
fact, the 1951 Convention Relating
to the Status of Refugees (the “UN
Refugee Convention”) declares that
regardless of their mode of arrival
Australia must permit them to apply
for asylum, and to detain them in
humane conditions for minimum
periods for identity, health and secu-
rity checks.

Continuing use of the term
“illegal immigrants” will inevitably
encourage the effective punishment of
asylum seekers for a criminal offence.

The report notes: “The Christmas
Island Northwest Point Immigration
Detention Centre (IDC) is overwhelm-
ingly and unacceptably prison-like.
(It) is too harsh to house people who
have not committed a crime. ... The
Curtin IDC in Western Australia
should be immediately closed for
immigration detention purposes. ...
The remote and isolated location ...,
as well as the extremely hot and dusty

physical conditions, exacerbated the
existing problems with detaining
asylum seekers.”

Government crimes
against human rights

Rather than asylum seekers hav-
ing committed a crime, it appears that
successive Australian governments
have in effect committed a crime by
detaining them in a manner that vio-
lates the Refugee Convention.

Among the detainees Amnesty
questioned, the maximum detention
period was 831 days, i.e. two years
plus three and a half months, served
by a detainee at the Curtin Centre.
Under common law, a custodial
sentence this long would be imposed
for a major theft or an assault causing
serious injuries.

Within the centres visited the
minimum period of detention served
varied between 831 and 90 days. In
one centre the period was “more than
a year” and in another “between 600
and 700" days. Taking the lower fig-
ures, the average was about 608 days,
or a year and eight months.

The maximum detention period
served in the centres visited exceeded
Amnesty’s recommended 30 days
maximum.

The report also highlighted
possible violations of the 1966
International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, and the 1989
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
In the Darwin Airport Lodge centre,
Amnesty interviewed an unaccom-
panied minor who had been detained
for 314 days, i.e. about 11 months.

The report notes: “ It is a positive
step that children are being taken
off (Christmas) island within a few
months. However, ... many are
transferred to other remote facilities
where they risk serious harm due to
prolonged detention and inadequate
access to services.

*...Vietnamese children ...recent-
ly transferred to Darwin ... have now
spent over nine months in detention.
With children as young as six now
being held in an environment with a
large number of adults they repeatedly
told us how fearful they felt...”

Mental torment

The report makes clear that
regardless of the intentions of the gov-
ernment or detention centre managers,
the effect of detention on the mental
health of inmates is devastating. The
report noted:

*...self-harm and attempted sui-
cide were talked about as a fact of life.
The use of sleeping pills and other

medication was also widespread ..
many asylum seekers reported feellng
like they needed medication to make
it through each day, while at the same
time anxious about their usage.”

‘... It was overwhelmingly evi-
dent that the lack of an endpoint to ...
internment, coupled with the constant
uncertainty, fear and monotony, is
more than most people are able to
cope with for an extended period — let
alone people who are already survi-
vors of torture and trauma.

“The impact of detention was
further exacerbated by confusion
and frustration with the processing
of refugee claims. Many people ...
had little idea about their rights under
this system, and were extremely wor-
ried that it was being implemented
unfairly.

“It is unclear whether this con-
fusion stems from the system itself,
not being given enough information
by staff, limited access to lawyers,
or whether after months in detention
and/or earlier trauma their mental
state was such that they were unable
to properly process information about
their case.

“What is clear is that the environ-
ment of detention makes it incred-
ibly difficult for asylum seekers to
properly engage with a system that
may have life or death consequences
for them.”

The report was highly critical of
the Christmas Island “behaviour man-
agement” system, under which prison-
ers are moved from one compound to
another, depending on whether they
are considered a danger to others, or
to themselves, or are relatively stable.

It stated: “Northwest Point IDC
is overwhelmingly and unaccept-
ably prison-like. The facility is sur-
rounded by high heavy fencing, and
the six compounds .... are also totally
enclosed ... To leave their compound
(for medical appointments, interviews,
visit another compound etc) asylum
seekers must sign out with an officer,
and then pass through a locked secu-
rity cage.

“The White compound places
people at risk of violent behaviour
to themselves or others in a highly
confined, guarded and isolated
environment. Many asylum seekers
reported feeling scared of being sent
to the White compound and ... for
many detainees there was no clear
understanding of why a person would
be placed there.

“... In White 1 men are confined
to their ‘block’ for most of the day
for three weeks. ... it is a serious
concern that placing vulnerable
men in an even more restrictive
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Thursday 1st March — 6:00-8:00pm

Room 81, Corner of Queensberry and
Lygon Sts. Entrance on Queensberry St.

Speakers include: Ged Kearney
(Australian Council of Trade Union),

Prof Jane Kelsey (Uni of Auckland),
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Association Australia). Facilitator:
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Fair Deal or No Deal
In Trans-Pacific Free Trade Agreement

Public Forum
TPPA and Access to Medicines

Monday 5th March - 6:00-7:30pm
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Lounge, 1st Fl, Alan Gilbert Building,
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Speakers include: Ms Sanya Reid-Smith
(Third World Network), Mr John Rock (APN
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Forecourt of the Melbourne
Entertainment and Exhibition Centre,
enter from the Convention Centre Place
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Further details closer to the event.
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environment will increase their
mental health problems, especially
as the behaviour this program aims
to manage is largely a product of
detention in the first place.

“The men ... who had gone
through this program stated that it led
to more trouble sleeping and increased
anxiety levels.”

The testimony of detainees in the
report is shocking. One interviewee
stated: “In Iran | have been tortured
and ... threatened, but | have never
been in prison before Australia. When
I came to this country | was strong
and healthy, now | am ill. | take sleep-
ing pills. I am weak.

“The pain and frustration here is
unlimited. The only way to release
it is to hurt ourselves. They do not
allow us to end our lives, but they
don’t let us save our lives either. We
are so stuck, we have no options. ...
It is the politicians who play with our
lives like a ball in a soccer game.”

Recommendations and outcomes

The report recommends:

1. A maximum thirty day limit

.. on the detention of asylum

seekers, so that all ... are moved
into the community once health,
character and identity checks are
complete.

2.Immigration centres that are
remote and isolated be shut down
as soon as possible.

3.The shift towards processing
asylum seekers in the community
is expedited, with long-
term detainees, families and
unaccompanied minors moved
out as a priority.

4.1n all detention centres, but
particularly remote ones, asylum
seekers ability to communicate

CHECK OUT

with the outside world must

be significantly improved.
Specifically, increases in access
to both outbound and inbound
telephones, internet, external
activities, and visits from the
Australian community.

The Amnesty report is of major
importance because it provides reli-
able statistics and first hand evidence
from a wide range of detainees and
other stakeholders, in making its
case.

Its conclusions reinforce the argu-
ments of detainee support groups and
others that the mandatory detention
and off-shore processing policies
endorsed by both major parties, are
unjust, cruel and opportunist, and
violate Australia’s obligations under
international law.

Until recently the government
ignored or trivialised these arguments.
However, release of the report, and
publication late last year of a joint
statement of opposition by legal
experts and other notable public fig-
ures, will make it difficult for them
to do so.

The government has frequently
enthusiastically endorsed Amnesty
International’s criticism of other
nations. But now the boot is on the
other foot.

The government could use the
report as justification for a major
immigration policy change. However,
there’s no guarantee it will. Despite
its dispute with the opposition over
the “best” site for off-shore asylum
seeker processing, its policies are still
essentially the same as those of the
Liberal/National coalition.

So which way will they jump?
Watch this space. &
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The 13th International Meeting of Communist and Workers’
Parties was held in Athens from December 9-11, 2011. Seventy-
eight communist and workers parties from 61 countries, including
the Communist Party of Australia, took part in the meeting which
was hosted by the Communist Party of Greece (KKE). The main

theme was Socialism is the Future! Here are two of a selection
of contributions being published in The Guardian. There will be
more detailed coverage in the forthcoming issue of the Australian

Marxist Review.

Socialism I¢

Contribution of Communist Party of
Bohemia and Moravia (CPBM)

Vojtech Filip*

We are meeting here in Athens, in this glori-
ous city, the cradle of European civilisation,
at a very turbulent and momentous time,
when what is being decided is not only the
direction of our civilisation but the very
survival of the human race or the inter-
ruption and backsliding of its development
by hundreds or maybe thousands of years.

I may have chosen excessively graphic and
radical language, but I must indeed agree with
Aleka Papariga’s (General Secretary Communist
Party of Greece) cautionary statement that “we
are experiencing an extremely profound crisis
of capitalism and this has always been the seed
not only of local wars but, as we know from
past experience, it will lead in all probability to
a military confrontation between strong (impe-
rialist) powers.” It is therefore the primary duty
of our meeting to do everything and mobilise
everybody to prevent such a development.

We are indeed witnessing the advancing
death throes of the world capitalist system, when
the systemic contradictions between the social
character of production and private capitalist
appropriation have reached a peak and when
these contradictions can evidently no longer
be solved nor overcome using the mechanisms
of the system.

Just as in all the so-called developed capital-
ist countries of Europe, in the Czech Republic
too, following the restoration of capitalism in
November 1989 (with the agreement, by the
way, of the albeit naively fooled four fifths
majority of the population), what took place
was the unlimited application of the principles
of the free market without qualifications, known
commonly as “neoliberalism” and the ideology
of the so-called new freedom for everything.

The enactment of neoliberal concepts led to
the application of the harshest forms of market
mechanisms which progressively discredited
and devalued just about everything. Affected
first of all was equality itself among people,
followed closely by the conditions governing
the functioning of social organisations; then
public services were steadily eroded, affecting
the environment and consequently the quality
of life, culture and interpersonal relationships.

Not only did the Czech Republic fall into
this lethal neoliberal trap, but in actual fact the
whole Eurozone and among the first and most
painfully the country of our host — Greece.
And we here today clearly affirm our solidarity
with the working people of Greece and loudly
declare: “No, it was not the Greek working
people who took out loans, but the greedy Greek
capitalists (not only Greek; pozn.piekl.) who,
in pursuit of profits, kept on borrowing more
and more. Let those who took out the loans
repay them.”

The people are prepared to make sacrifices
and save, but the attempt by the Eurozone politi-
cians to enforce in Greece austerity measures,
the dissolution of the welfare state and the
disintegration of society and the people must be
resolutely brought to a stop. Against a Europe
of cuts and impoverishment we must build a
Europe of solidarity and social demands.

Wars of aggression

Before giving you a rundown of the situation
in my country and the positions taken up by
the CPBM to confront it, | would like to draw
your attention to the most pressing problem of
today’s world which is the need to maintain
world peace and security.

The inability of the imperialist countries
to deal with the consequences of the crisis by
enforcing neoliberal economic models on the
broad strata of working people and the sys-
tematic deepening of the crisis, primarily as a
result of the rapacity and greed of the banks,
has led the governments of these countries to
perversely consider solving the crisis by wars
of aggression.

The example of Libya is evidence of this
and serves as a warning. Of course eating has
stirred the appetite and the American govern-
ment under pressure by the military-industrial
complex is now sharpening its teeth for the next
victim, maybe Syria, then Iran and in the not
so distant future possibly Russia.

Unfortunately the leading world imperial-
ist power is prepared to suicidally reject the
calamitous experience of the 20th century and
return the course of events to the end of the 19th
century and redefine Pax Americana in such a
way as, under cover of a missile defence sys-
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The 13th International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties in Athens last year.

small limited nuclear wars and conflicts at the
beginning of the 21st century borders on total
madness. And we today must have the cour-
age and determination to clearly identify in
our concluding statement who today threatens
world peace — NATO headed by the USA, and
who confronts this threat — Russia, China, the
Asian countries with nuclear status and other
free countries of Africa and Latin America.

Political reality
As to the situation in my country, | must
state that sharp shifts have taken place in

The speeded-up construction of the Euro PRO missile
defence system with the intended aim of disabling
Russia’s nuclear potential and to gradually surround
Russia militarily threatens world peace and security as no
other adventuristic step in the past.

The private interests of progressively
smaller groups of shareholders of multina-
tional companies disregarded and continue to
disregard the public interest. Privatising profit
and loading loss onto the public purse — these
are the joint features of this policy. Social debt
created in this way neo-liberal theory then treats
with mindless cuts which exacerbates the crisis
even further. At the same time, of course, the
banks continue to increase their profits while
the people become impoverished and more and
more are becoming destitute.

tem, to apply this doctrine to the whole world.
As a citizen of a member state of NATO | am
appalled by the total loss of any self-reflection
and the instinct of self-preservation by NATO
and the United States.

The speeded-up construction of the Euro
missile defence system with the intended aim
of disabling Russia’s nuclear potential and to
gradually surround Russia militarily threatens
world peace and security as no other adventur-
istic step in the past.

This playing around with the idea of

Czech society and that process is continuing.
The majority of citizens have realised that the
current government coalition has no intention
of carrying out the pre-election promises of
putting an end to corruption, of responsible state
budgets, and also that it has locked on to its aim
of having the debts, which all governments from
1992 have contributed to, paid for by those who
did not create it — the working people.

And while living conditions for the majority
are worsening, those who created the debts —
whether coalition politicians, bankers or various

privatisers — without risk to their acquired
wealth, do not have to pay a cent.

Civil society has, however, woken up and is
demonstrating that it can express its opposition
out in the open. If elections were to be held now,
the coalition parties of the Right would suffer
their biggest loss since the middle of 1990, when
the first post-November elections were held.

Measures limiting democracy and the free
expression of ideas have been passed or are in
preparation; the proceedings of juridical bodies
are openly influenced to favour the members
or patron of the coalition parties; the safety of
citizens is not guaranteed; we are participating
in military actions that are not in our interest;
budget measures directed against low and middle
income groups are constructed to give advantage
to the wealthy.

The liquidation of Czech agriculture is
proceeding; further measures are being prepared
that will increase the dependence of our country
on foreign globalised capital, the owners of
which have no affinity with the needs of our
people. This unfortunately will enable several
interested parties to get control of the remaining
public property, including the hospitals. These
are the facts of our current political reality.

The CPBM reacts to this reality with its
day-to-day political activity. As an undeviating
opposition party we patiently unmask the gov-
ernment’s anti-people measures and persever-
ingly explain the danger that flows from them.
We actively put forward our proposals on how
to remedy the situation.

Our Party’s existence is the guarantee in the
Czech Republic of further development in left-
orientation and worker solidarity. Without our
Party the centre-left political parties, especially
Social Democracy, would not hesitate to form
a coalition with rightist parties and betray their
own program. So the CPBM today with its 15
percent electoral support plays an inalienable
historical role in the Czech Republic.
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Contribution of Communist
Party of Sri Lanka (CPSL)

Predictably the growing popularity of the
CPBM is a thorn in the flesh of the rightist
parties. They do not hesitate to use all the
means at their disposal to arouse waves of
anti-communism and to attempt to disrupt the
Party’s work — its outdoor campaigns and its
appeal to the unorganised left-leaning voters
who are looking for a leftist solution to our
problems.

Because the CPBM’s aim is to unite the
forces of the left in the Czech Republic against
the power of capital, it instigated the movement
“Alliance for Work and Solidarity” (SPaS) as a
platform for broad cooperation and a number of
political and social organisations are involved
in its activities.

This does not mean that a barrier has been
created to other non-participating left or centre-
left organisations including Social Democracy.
SPaS offers cooperation with all who care to
consider it. The CPBM will continue to do all
in its power to develop this form of cooperation
into a broad movement which will find ways for
further as yet untapped possibilities of coopera-
tion. Our Party will continue to fully support
the efforts of the trade unions and organisations
of people with disabilities and seniors and so
help to put a stop to the anti-social plans of the
coalition government.

Our steadfast objective, which our Party pur-
sues with day-by-day action, is the building of
a fairer socialist society in which people will be
remunerated according to their work and merit
and everything will serve the benefit of society.

The strength of the Left is based on what
unites us, on what we struggle for together, on
international solidarity.

*Chairman of the CC of the Communist
Party of Bohemia and Moravia (CPBM)
NB: The above contribution is abridged
(for reasons of space), to see full text visit
www.solidnet.org &

Raja Collure*

Certainly the future is for socialism. The
present day realties should be examined
with this conviction in mind.

The world is passing through one of the
most severe periodic recessions of the crisis-
prone capitalist system. Although over three
years have passed since its emergence the
leading capitalist countries have so far failed
to tame the crisis and are in the grip of further
financial turmoil and continuing stagnation.
The European Union which a few years ago
was robust has been shaken to its very founda-
tions with the near bankruptcy of several of its
member states.

The burden of all these crises is forced
on the working people whose incomes are
decimated, pensions cut and their working and
living conditions slashed. The working people
however are not ready to accept the burdens
cast on them lying down as was shown by
the recent massive resistance by the heroic
Greek people and the huge protests in Britain
and elsewhere.

Capitalist exploitation which has brought
pain and deprivation to the multitude have
drawn militant protests against the system
itself in some citadels of capitalism, notably
in different parts of the United States. They
are symbolic of the desperation of the people
who suffer under capitalism. Yet the situation
is not mature for the working people to rise to
overthrow the rule of capital, more so because
the subjective factor is too weak to take on the
challenge. It is a challenge that confronts the
international communist movement.

Capitalism is still growing. It has grown all
along in spite of the periodic crises of varying
degrees of severity. The “emergence of new
global economic powers” is itself a reflection of
this phenomena. According to a recent survey
it has been projected that Socialist China with
its strong private sector will be the world’s
foremost economic power (GDP: US$44,453
billions) in 2050 followed by the United States
(GDP: US$35,165 billions). Next comes India
with a GDP of US$ 27,803 bhillions.

It is not necessary to elaborate that the

|

economic growth now proceeding in the devel-
oping countries is capitalist oriented. Even the
state sector is made use of to serve capitalist
growth. The growth of the economies outside
the traditional citadels of capitalism will cer-
tainly weaken their hold on world capitalism.
Already the Group of Seven (G7) have begun
to accommodate the emerging economies in the
management of the crises-ridden world capitalist
system. The rise in importance of the regular
meetings of G20 which includes the BRICS
countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa) and such countries as Indonesia
is indicative of this development.

What is noteworthy is that the economic
dominance of the so-called Metropolitan
Countries (Imperialist Countries) are on the
wane. They are increasingly unable to dictate
terms to their junior partners in economic affairs.
Consequently their political clout has also been
seriously affected. Their frustration over their
inability to unilaterally interfere in the affairs
of Syria is a case in point.

The fall of the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countries in Europe has spurred the
development of capitalism in the world.
The remaining socialist countries have been
compelled to adopt reforms akin to the New
Economic Policy proposed for the young Soviet
state. Many Communist Parties in the developing
world are faced with the problem of defining
their road to socialism in the background of
the absence of a developed capitalist system.

In Sri Lanka the Communist Party (CPSL)
is part of the government. It has been in alliance
led by the progressive Sri Lanka Freedom Party
for nearly 20 years. The alliance grew in the
efforts to avoid the return to power of the anti-
people, pro-imperialist and reactionary United
National Party. This alliance was forged on the
basis of a common set of objectives covering
such issues as broadening democracy, deepening
social justice and the solution of the national
problem. Now it encompasses several other
political forces as well.

The 30-year separatist war which ravaged
the country and brought untold misery to its
people was ended in May, 2009. It has opened
vistas for a period of peace, social progress and
rapid economic development. It was anticipated

that the solution of the national problem is given
priority and steps will be taken to further deepen
social justice and to put the country on course
for accelerated economic development.

The Communist Party and its left allies in
government have been exerting pressure on
the government on the urgency of solving the
national problem. The government is presently
holding discussions with the main Tamil national
party to reach an agreement on the content of
a solution. At the same time the government is
setting up a Parliamentary Select Committee
comprising representatives of all parties repre-
sented in parliament to bring about a binding
consensus on a solution.

The CPSL has underlined that the solution
of the national problem should be based on a
meaningful devolution of power to the region
where the Tamil people constitute the majority.

The government has safeguarded the meas-
ures already in place for social security and
welfare and expanded them in certain respects.
It has launched massive projects for economic
development and succeeded in reaching an
annual growth rate of over eight percent. The
per capita income is presently at US$2,800
(US$1,000 in 2005) and is expected to reach
US$4,000 by the year 2014.

The CPSL nevertheless has reservations on
certain policies of the government. Recently the
party openly expressed its disagreement over
devaluation of the Rupee. The party along with
its left allies in government are continuing to
press for the abolition of the executive presi-
dential system in the country and to replace it
with a system where the people’s sovereignty
is exercised solely through parliament as the
present system has tended to promote an authori-
tarian rule.

It remains in government (with certain
reservations) in order that the larger interests of
the working people are defended and a takeover
by the pro-imperialist reaction is prevented.
It believes that its present actions will create
favourable conditions on the march towards
socialism.

*Chairman, Communist Party of Sri Lanka
All contributions to the Meeting and
documents are available from the Solidnet
website: www.solidnet.org &
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“Socialist
China with its
strong private
sector will be
the world’s
foremost
economic
power.”
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Puppets and lackeys

Luke Hiken & Marti Hiken*

On RT (Russia Today) television
the other night, it was reported
that a recent poll indicated that
over 50 percent of the American
people considered Iran to be a
threat to the US and felt it would
be appropriate to invade them. It
would not have been a surprise if
Fox News, CNN or MSNBC had
made such a preposterous sug-
gestion. Intelligent viewers would
assume that this was just another
propaganda piece and not worth
taking seriously. RT, however,
tends to have honest reporting, and
is not a mere mouthpiece for North
America’s ruling class.

One could ponder the absurdity of
believing that literally 50 percent of
the American people are so bereft of
the ability to think critically that such
a poll could have any efficacy at all. A
more fruitful inquiry, though, would
not focus on the supposed results of
the poll, but rather, on the more obvi-
ous question of “Who did the poll?”
Of course, one might expect that the
poll was simply another example of
manipulative governmental spokes-
people pretending to have their
bellicose agenda endorsed by public
opinion. What the “poll” really points
to, however, is the degree to which
the American people are misled on
a daily basis by puppet institutions,
mouthpieces and groups that are part
of the oligarchy’s assaults on nations
and people everywhere.

Rather than admitting our impe-
rial objectives throughout the Middle
East, Asia, Latin American and Africa,
the United States trots out supposedly
neutral third parties to support and
applaud our actions everywhere. Thus,
it is NATO, and not the US military
that takes the lead in destroying Libya
or Syria, or anywhere else we demand
that it shows up.

It is the Arab League that con-
demns Syria, and calls for the murder
of Bashar al-Assad, not the Pentagon
or our own government. It is Israel,
and not assassins from the Navy Seals
or some other clandestine Special
Operations Forces from the US that
kills Iranian scientists....The list is
endless.

Is the ever-increasing violence
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perpetrated by our government on
independent nations to be accom-
plished so facilely? Is it merely a
matter of the oligarchy trotting out
some supposedly neutral, non-puppet
voice, to endorse whatever atrocity
they propose at the moment?

Certainly these so-called inter-
national institutions and groups
have some credibility and influence
on a bewildered public. But, are we,
as a nation, so naive and shallow
as to believe that NATO, the Arab
League, or militarist fanatics from
Israel are making decisions that are
not directed and issued by the US
military-industrial complex? The
onslaught brought about as a result
of our aggression internationally is
of monumental proportions.

Missile systems strategically
located on the borders of countries
that refuse to be vassals of the US,
special operations assassins, drones,
“contractors” who are little more
than hired mercenaries are our stock
and trade. The policies, practices and
attitudes of those who have seized
control of the US go far beyond the
Democrats or Republicans. The same
repressive oligarchs that brought
us NAFTA, the supposed “war on
terrorism,” Homeland Security, and
the mass incarceration of our own
people feel so immune from retalia-
tion that they need do nothing more
than present us with puppets and
lackeys to repeat their lies — a docile
American public will do nothing to
stop this madness.

Mercenaries

We are supposedly withdrawing
our troops from lIraq, after our stun-
ning “victory” there, but nothing is
said of the mercenaries, or “contrac-
tors” as our leaders would characterise
them, who have replaced the troops at
greater cost to the American people
than our own military would incur.
We are “leaving” Afghanistan, after
wasting 10 years, countless lives, and
billions of dollars of our taxpayer’s
money, only to remain there with
civilian soldiers, not directly beholden
to the Pentagon.

And now, we are about to invade
Iran, as if our involvement there
is in support of Israeli aggression.
Israel could not exist for 30 minutes

without US military support. What
garbage and nonsense it is to suggest
that we are not the ones making the
ultimate decision regarding the inva-
sion of Iran!

With Tea Party spokespeople,
right-wing think tanks, like the
Hoover Institute, with high-placed
politicians and government employ-
ees such as Clarence Thomas’ wife,
Virginia Thomas (who drew income
from the Heritage Foundation, a
conservative think tank where she
worked from 1998 to 2003 and from
Liberty Central, a conservative politi-
cal education group she co-founded in
January 2009 in part to energise Tea
Party activists), or the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee, or the
other front groups for Israel, Zionism
and American corporate militarism,
the oligarchs and thieves who have
robbed the American people blind can
sit back and laugh themselves all the
way to the bank.

The US does have its own apolo-
gists and spokespeople, i.e. those
who are responsible for keeping
the belligerent determined face on
America. Susan Rice looked like a
fool screaming her defiance toward
Iran, Russia and China at the UN,
passing resolution after resolution,
each more transparent than the next
while trying to look credible and
aggressive. Clinton continues her
unbelievable tirades trying to pretend
that we are outsourcing “American
democracy” throughout the world.

As the President travels through-
out the country, seeking money from
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the unidentified rich, and carrying out
the only campaign promise he will
ever keep, namely, to raise a billion
dollars to ensure his own re-election,
the American people watch docilely,
as the last vestiges of democracy in
this country are torn asunder; yet, we
need not feel isolated or abandoned
— the rich have an alphabet soup full
of “independent” thinkers and coun-
tries standing by, on call, to assure
us that world opinion is on our side.
Whatever their title, you can be sure
these forces are loyal to and on the
payroll of the US ruling class.

*Marti Hiken is the director of
Progressive Avenues. She is the
former Associate Director of the
Institute for Public Accuracy and
former chair of the National
Lawyers Guild Military Law Task
Force.

Luke Hiken is an attorney who
has engaged in the practice of
criminal, military, immigration,
and appellate law.

The Progressive Avenues website,
WWW.progressiveavenues.org
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Syria: Seeking a

convenient

Tony Cartalucci

You are an embattled nation with
the entire world watching. Your
allies Russia and China just made a
major decision at the UN Security
Council in your favour with much
of their reputation and future at
stake. Western propagandists have
been relentlessly making up news
stories regarding your nation no
matter what you do, for nearly a
year, starting with “Gay Girl in
Damascus” who Syrian activists
insisted was still real even after
doubts began to surface, and
leading up to daily reports from
“activists say” coming out of
London, England.

Your choices: continue a cam-
paign to restore order in Homs
which is admittedly overrun by
cross-border militants and foreign
terrorists operating with NATO sup-
port and arms, fighting under the
banner of the “Free Syrian Army.”
Or, spend your time instead pur-
posefully killing women and chil-
dren in front of British and French
journalists before plotting over
easily-intercepted radios their spec-
tacular deaths in front of a watching
world?

Quite clearly there is something
wrong with this narrative being
given to us by the West, who have
established themselves by a com-
fortable margin as serial liars. Iraq
lost a million sons and daughters
to these lies. Libya likewise was
portrayed as a nation “massacring
civilians” when it is now clear
these “civilians” were US State
Department-listed terrorists of the
Libyan Islamic Fighting Group who
are now conducting nationwide
murder sprees.

Reading any report out of the
corporate-media, we find Syria’s
campaign against admittedly armed
opposition paradoxically referred to
as a “massacre,” and an almost pal-
pable fervour to justify circumvent-
ing the latest UNSC resolution veto.

casus belli

As news comes out of the death of
two foreign journalists in Homs,
Remi Ochlik and Marie Colvin who
sneaked into Syria and were operat-
ing there illegally to begin with,
Western leaders are unanimously
calling this the “breaking point.”
France’s Nicolas Sarkozy even stat-
ed, “That’s enough now, this regime
must go and there is no reason that
Syrians don’t have the right to live
their lives and choose their destiny
freely.”

One wonders where Sarkozy’s
moral fortitude was when in
January, while covering a pro-
Assad rally in Homs, French jour-
nalist Gilles Jacquier was killed in
an opposition attack. Unbelievably,
not only does this contradict the
news we’ve been told all along of
Assad persecuting a brutal cam-
paign against peaceful protesters,
but while the attack was condemned
by France, it was the Syrian gov-
ernment who was blamed for not
protecting their journalists from
armed thugs. Where were the calls
for the opposition to lay down their
arms? Where was the cessation
of political support for the “Free
Syrian Army”? Where was the deci-
sion by NATO to discontinue their
support for the opposition who had
now murdered a Western journalist?

Clearly, reason is not driving
Western foreign policy, rather a
search for a convenient “casus bel-
li” to serve where their “responsi-
bility to protect” doctrine has failed.
We will not know what really hap-
pened in Syria this week regarding
the two journalists allegedly killed
there, so long as “activists say” is
attached to each claim made about
the events.

What we do know is that the
West has long ago predetermined
that regime change will occur in
Syria, and that they will do any-
thing necessary, at any cost to
achieve it.

Information Clearing House &
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WFEFTU sets up
regional office In Africa

The World Federation of Trade
Unions opened its Africa Regional
Office in Johannesburg, South
Africa on February 11. The open-
ing of its first office on the African
continent is a great landmark in
the development of the interna-
tional struggle for the labour rights
and interests of the working class
against capitalist exploitation and
imperialism. The WFTU reports:

With the substantial and irreplace-
able support by the WFTU affiliates in
South Africa, the militant trade unions
of National Union of Metalworkers of
South Africa (NUMSA), the National
Education, Health and Allied Workers
Union (NEHAWU), the Police and
Prison Civil Rights Union (POPCRU)
and the Chemical, Energy, Paper,
Printing, Wood and Allied Workers
Union (CEPPWAWU), the WFTU
Africa Regional Office will play its
protagonist role in the enhancement
of the class-oriented struggles in the
African Region for the benefit of
the working class and the peoples
of Africa.

On the one hand, this new step
proves the progress of the work of
WFTU in South Africa. On the other
hand, it is a signal of the starting
point for the fulfilment of an impor-
tant action plan of the WFTU, not
just for South Africa but also for the
whole continent in general according
to the decisions of the 16th World
Trade Union Congress of the WFTU
(April 2011).

The basic objectives of the activ-
ity of the regional office as described

in the WFTU’s constitution is to
confront the problems of the work-
ing people of the region directly and
effectively with specific action; to
discuss, to cooperate and to express
in a powerful way the solidarity in the
working places, the strikes, the dem-
onstrations and other forms of action.
A basic objective is also to hold trade
union campaigns in collaboration
with the TUIs [industry-based Trade
Union Internationals] of WFTU in the
sectors at the regional level against
the activity of the multinationals and
the monopolies and to promote ideas
and solutions which will defend the
real interests of the working people.

Based on the three basic princi-
ples of the WFTU — democracy, col-
lectivity and the class struggle — the
Regional Office in close collaboration
with the Central Offices of the WFTU,
the new Centre will promote trade
union education, encourage the affili-
ation of new members of the WFTU
and the TUIs. At the same time, it
will collaborate and mobilise the
member-organisations and the friends
of WFTU in the workplaces, where
they work and live.

It will unite the workers in the
private and public sectors. It will unite
the workers independently of their
colour, religion and political beliefs.
It will unite all the wage-earners
according to the class they belong to.

The first tasks of the WFTU
Regional Office in South Africa are:
« to strengthen the relations of

the class-oriented and militant
trade union organisations of

To contact the WFTU Africa Regional Office in Johannesburg, South Africa send

you e-mails to:

cde Lulamile Sotaka — lulamile@nehawu.org.za and

cde Vuyo Bikitsha — vuyoB@numsa.org.za

The WFTU Africa Regional Office address is:

3rd Floor McArthy Building
32-34 Elloff and Frederick Streets
Johannesburg, 2000, South Africa

For more information on the WFTU: www.witucentral.org

South Africa with the WFTU.
Our common history is long and
militant and we have ahead of
us the potential for greater class
struggles in South Africa and
internationally:
to enhance and motivate
international solidarity with the
struggle of the working class
and the people of Swaziland
for the end of the brutal and
undemocratic regime and against
the activity of the monopolies
who are looting, enslaving and
imprisoning our brothers and
sisters in Swaziland.
to confront the problems of the
working people of the African
region directly and effectively
with specific action; to discuss,
to cooperate and to express in a
powerful way the solidarity in the
working places, the strikes, the
demonstrations and other forms
of action.

We appeal to all our members and

The new Africa Regional Office in Johannesburg.

friends to support this new effort and
welcome this new initiative as well
as our comrades who will work in

this office: Lulamile Sotaka, Ntombi
Mbatha and Vuyo Bikitsha. &

Kids forced to
sell sex for shelter

Louise Nousratpour

London: The Children’s Society
has warned that vulnerable refu-
gee, asylum-seeking and migrant
kids and youth are being left
homeless and destitute — forcing
them to turn to prostitution in
order to survive.

The charity revealed that some
young people suffered from mental
health problems and even attempted
suicides, while others had been
forced into “sexual relationships” in
exchange for shelter or food.

Refugee families with very
young children were living in
severe deprivation for long periods

Cameron’s family tsar Emma
Harrison quits after scandal

Paddy McGuffin

The millionaire boss of scandal-
hit welfare to work firm A4E has
dramatically quit her role as David
Cameron’s “family champion.”

Mansion-dwelling Emma
Harrison, chairwoman of A4E which
is the subject of a police investiga-
tion and has seen four ex-members
of its staff arrested, said she did not
wish the probe to “distract from the
government’s efforts to help vulner-
able families.”

The arrests, made in January,
were confirmed following a visit by
Thames Valley Police to the firm’s
headquarters in Slough.

AA4E said that the probe was one
of two outstanding cases out of nine
it had referred to the Department for
Work and Pensions following internal
investigations.

The company has been con-
demned after it emerged it paid out
£11 million in dividends last year, 87
percent of which went to Ms Harrison
herself, despite all its £160 million to

£180 million turnover deriving from
government contracts.

Despite the controversy it has
been reported that the firm has been
named preferred bidder for a £15 mil-
lion contract with the Skills Funding
Agency to provide education to
prisoners in London and work advice
on release.

Commons public accounts
committee chairwoman Labour MP
Margaret Hodge questioned why the
firm continued to get contracts despite
a “dismal” track record.

“It is the right thing that she has
stepped aside because there are huge
question marks about the organisa-
tion,” Ms Hodge told BBC Radio
4’s PM.

“It is hugely important that all the
contracts that A4E currently run with
government departments should be
suspended until the police investiga-
tions are completed.”

Public and Commercial Services
union general secretary Mark
Serwotka said: “We have consistently
opposed the use of private companies

to carry out the now even more urgent
and vital task of getting people back
into work.

“Back in 2009, when A4E was
investigated for fraud and bad prac-
tices over contracts with the previous
government, we warned that staff
would come under increasing pres-
sure to bend the rules to boost profits.

“But instead of facing sanctions
- like people entitled to benefits are
constantly threatened with - A4E has
been handed even more contracts
under this Tory-led government’s
work program, while its head Emma
Harrison creams off millions of
pounds of taxpayers’ money.”

The minister in charge of the wel-
fare to work program Chris Grayling
claimed his email had been hacked by
opponents of the scheme.

Mr Grayling accused a group of
socialist activists of pressuring firms
to quit the scheme amid accusations
that it was “slave labour” because
youngsters are forced to work for
nothing or risk losing their benefits.
Morning Star &

of times — in some cases for years
— because of draconian immigra-
tion rules that denies them access to
work or welfare support.

The charity said it had seen a
“noticeable rise” in the number of
children and young people seeking
its help.

Between April and September
last year, around 34 percent of
young refugees supported by the
charity’s new Londoners project
were destitute — compared with 14
percent in the previous year.

The charity’s policy director
Enver Solomon slammed the gov-
ernment’s immigration policy as the
main cause of this shocking rise in
destitution and child abuse.

“We estimate that thousands
of children exist in the shadows of
our communities, having their lives
damaged by an approach that irre-
sponsibly prioritises immigration
control above the best interests of
children,” he said.

“The UK Border Agency and

local authorities have a duty to
safeguard these children who are no
less deserving than any other. Yet it
appears that they are being treated
as though they have some kind of
second-class status that does not
entitle them to the necessary protec-
tion and support.”

Mr Solomon demanded that the
government urgently review avail-
able support so that children and
young people seeking protection are
not forced to live in absolute pov-
erty and despair.

He noted: “Often having fled
danger in their country of birth,
they are exposed to great dangers
in this country because they lack a
sufficient safety net. Far too many
are being forced to fend for them-
selves having slept rough, been
victims of violence on the streets,
or coerced into sexual relationships
with strangers just for a place to
stay.

“Immediate action is needed.”
Morning Star @

Perth

Australia-Cuba Friendship Society public meeting

EDUCATION FOR
LIBERATION

Behind Cuba’s education success

Speaker Nick Everett will examine Cuba’s
revolutionary education system, addressing the
question, What can we learn from Cuba’s example?

The public meeting will also hear from participants
of the 29th annual Southern Cross work/study
brigade to Cuba, held in January this year.

Saturday 10 March 2pm

State School Teachers Union
150 Adelaide Tce, East Perth

For more info, visit: www.acfs-perth.blogspot.com
Email: acfsperth@gmail.com Mobile: 0419 812 872
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Driverless trains
in the Pilbara

The announcement by Rio Tinto
chairman Sam Walsh that it
intends to use driverless trains in
its Pilbara WA operations from
2014 onwards should be greeted
with scepticism by the Western
Australian public and especially
those currently employed as train
drivers by Rio Tinto.

The proposed changes will
affect the jobs and livelihoods of
approximately 500 train drivers. The
CFMEU Mining division secretary
Gary Wood has come out against the
proposed changes saying, “It will
have an impact on train controllers
being forced to transfer from Karratha
to Perth ... but on a job that will be
$50,000 less than what you’re cur-
rently on.”

Train drivers who are highly
skilled and well paid will in large
part be turned out onto a growing
queue of unemployed or as Karl Marx
referred to in his iconic book on the
workings of capitalism, Capital, “the

reserve army of the unemployed” and
useful for the capitalists in reducing
the price of labour.

There may be other problems
and consequences of this proposed
AutoHaul system that have not yet
been foreseen and it is hoped that
those responsible for making submis-
sions to the state government who
will have the final say on this dubious
change in technology will thoroughly
inform themselves of all the issues.

Very well may Sam Walsh
increase return on investments
to shareholders which he may be
required to do as the leader of a
corporation. However, the social
and economic consequences are also
something for which he will also have
to bear responsibility — increased
unemployment and decreased aggre-
gate demand in an already precarious
local and international economy.

Richard Titelius
WA

Regional Australia
and privatisation

This O’Farrell Liberal NSW gov-
ernment has not been in power 12
months and it has taken up where
Greiner and Fahey left off in 1995.
Although they were left with a
triple A credit rating, they have
started their slash and burn polices
public housing to be privatised, the
lack of maintenance in rural and
regional areas is at its highest since
the conception of public housing.

Houses are so run down they are
put up for auction sold and private
landlords do as little maintenance as
possible to these inferior dwellings
and charge top rent.

Then on February 13 a report was
released by Infrastructure Partnerships
Awustralia to privatise Countrylink, this
is the Public Rail System for rural and
regional people. It is also the only
daily passenger service to Brisbane
and Melbourne for every traveller.

It was the privatisation of country
rail rolling stock and track mainte-
nance since 1989 that has put every
member of the public who travel on
the public rail system north south
east and west in this state in a grave
position.

Allan Hamilton
Riverina

Climate change
and class

We have to deal with people on
the Left who are ignorant of how
much bourgeois propaganda
influences them. For instance they
join in the howls of the bourgeois
dogs who bark that the Chinese
have their internet censored as if
to say that people in the West live
in a superior system where the
population is informed.

The majority of the population
who in the 1990s were initially con-
cerned about climate change have,
because of the work by the capitalist
press, now reversed their position and

now the majority of these populations
are refusing to listen to science and
have become aggressive towards
scientists and science.

That the capitalist press can
misinform and convince these
“democracies” that our societies
should continue as before when all
around record climate catastrophes
are happening almost daily indicates
the world’s most powerful propa-
ganda machine ever seen and which is
frightening and leaves any “criticism”
of the Chinese as a non-event. One
cannot help but be reminded of the
church authorities who suppressed
science because it was a threat to their
rule during what was later described
as the Dark Ages.

Any ideology opposed to science
such as religion and capitalism has to
be overthrown. If the human species
survives this attack on the climate by
capitalism what will a future com-
munist world describe the 600 year
rule of capitalism?

H Brown
SA

Gillard and Rudd -
generation M

Gillard and Rudd are products
of the me-generation. They do
not comprehend that politics is
a calling.

Gorton was removed by his
party. Whitlam was removed by
the Governor-General and the CIA.
Hayden was displaced by Hawke.

Keating and Hawke tussled bitterly.
There was bitterness however like
Costello they predominately put the
nation’s interests first and stepped
back.

Latham is another product of the
me-generation.

There has never been a more dank
pall upon the Office of the Prime
Minister. It is one insulting deceit after
another to the Australian peoples —
worst of it is the failure of the Office
of the Prime Minister to apologise to
Aboriginal peoples and all Australians
for manifesting the Australia Day
Lobby restaurant incident. Instead
they chose to gutlessly sneak asper-
sions and negative imputations upon
long suffering Aboriginal peoples.

There is no moral leadership on
the Australian political landscape.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

Killing people

I am currently intrigued by the
high dudgeon and moral outrage
from British and US diplomats
over regimes that “ ... kill their
own people.” It therefore must be
ethically more justified to kill other
nations’ peoples, which is, and
always has been, their specialty.
Bob Treasure
Warrimoo
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soft soap

They say you can prove anything with
statistics, but that is generally said by people
who want you to ignore a statistic that does
not support their position on a particular
issue. Some statistics however can be very
instructive and revealing.

Thus, US historians Walter Schiedel and
Steven Freisen announced not long ago that
the gap between rich and poor in the US today
was far greater than the gap between rich and
poor in ancient Rome!

In the days of the Roman Republic (that’s
the time of Julius Caesar), the richest one
percent of the population controlled 16 percent
of society’s wealth. Today in the US, that
one percent on top controls 40 percent of the
country’s wealth.

What is perhaps most amazing about that
statistic, is that the capitalists who make up that
one percent on top seem to think they’re going
to stay there. To borrow an expression from
somewhere else, | think they’re riding for a fall.

The website of the Russian news channel
Russia Today ran on online poll to mark the
20th anniversary of the overthrow of socialism
in the USSR. It was not a very well designed
poll, but the results are interesting anyway.
Fifteen percent of respondents ticked the box
“Yes we are definitely better off without the
‘evil empire’”.

Twenty three percent however said it was not
a good thing because it left the US unchecked.
By contrast, a whopping 41 percent said it was
not a good thing because Communism offered

hope for a better future. And a politically naive
21 percent said it would have been better “if
NATO had collapsed with it”. (It makes you
wonder what they think actually happened.)

Workers in Britain have been engaged for
a couple of months now in protest rallies and
demonstrations against government and business
attacks on their pensions. Wringing their
hands and claiming the attacks are “austerity
measures”, and that they are for “the common
good”, the Tory/Lib-Dem government and the
big capitalists are out to downgrade pensions
and cheat workers out of their entitlements.

In the public sector, workers and employers
both contribute to pension funds. (In the private
sector, two thirds of workers get no contributions
from their employers.) Workers get some
security in their old age, while employers get a
fresh source of investment capital they can draw
on when needed. Supposedly, everybody wins.

But bosses (even in the public sector) resent
having to pay anything to the workers’ pension
funds, and are always on the lookout for ways to
get their hands on the money in the fund without
having to pay any of it to the actual workers.

One popular way in recent times has been
for the company to quietly transfer the workers
to an associated company and then to send that
company into liquidation.

The giant Unilever concern, the 18th richest
company in the world, can hardly go down that
road. Instead, it has chosen to downgrade the
company pension scheme from a final salary
scheme to a career average scheme. They might

seem innocuous-sounding differences, but if
implemented they would see some workers
losing 40 percent of the value of their pensions.

In a move calculated to embarrass the bosses
of Unilever, a protest rally at the beginning of the
year outside the company’s London headquarters
was joined by Lord Leverhulme himself, heir of
the original Viscount Leverhulme. The present
Lord Leverhulme called on the company not to
stray from what he called its corporate social
responsibility pledges and to stop taking risks
with the company’s reputation.

The first Viscount Leverhulme started out as
plain William Lever, proprietor of a small soap
factory in the old Lancashire manufacturing
town of Warrington on the Mersey. He was
imbued with the reformers’ zeal which, although
not widespread was also not uncommon among
19" century manufacturers. It often went along
with strong religious convictions, especially in
the industrial north of the country, stronghold
of the English reformed churches (those who
in response to the question “Religion?” would
answer “Chapel!”).

And of course, Engels, Marx’s close friend
and collaborator, was a factory owner.

While building up the vast Lever soap
business, William Lever engaged in an historic
fight to win pensions for workers. (At the protest
rally in January, the present Lord Leverhulme
warned that the pensions snatch planned by the
company and its government backers “shames
this legacy”.)

His ancestor believed that workers also
deserved decent housing, access to schools,
all those things the affluent took for granted.

At Bromborough Pool, in Cheshire, in 1888 he
established a model industrial village, which he
named Port Sunlight.

He became a Liberal MP in 1906, and was
made a peer in 1917. He died in 1925. While
he lived, the company supported the continued
growth of Port Sunlight, but the moment he died
the company abandoned it. A program about the
region on the ABC last week explored the ruins
of Port Sunlight, showing what a truly grandiose
scheme it had been.

The cottages Lever provided for his workers
hardly compared to the mansion he lived in
himself, but the capitalists who sat on the Lever
board were unwilling to share even that small
fraction of their profits with their workers. Now
they want to get their hands on their employees’
pension funds.

One of the legacies left by Lever was a
workforce that was kindly disposed towards
the company, on historical grounds more than
anything else. That too has gone: the company
had its first strike in the UK only last December.
In retaliation, the company cancelled the
Christmas celebrations (how petty can you get?)

It was of course inevitable that William
Lever’s hopes for “corporate social
responsibility” would founder on the shoals
of corporate greed. Engels could have set him
straight, but doubtless Lever never asked.

Meanwhile, the present corporate heads of
the Unilever company must be scratching their
heads — or laughing derisively — over such alien
concepts as being “shamed” by pinching their
workers’ pensions. Profits are profits — the name
of the game is to get them any way you can. &



The Guardian
February 29 2012

Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 4 Mar —
Sat 10 Mar

he ABC enlivens Sunday

nights for three weeks with a
new serialisation of Charles Dickens’
novel Great Expectations (ABC1
Sundays from March 4 at 7.30pm).
The definitive Dickens screen adapta-
tions remain the two film versions of
Oliver Twist and Great Expectations
made by David Lean in the 1940s.

The English magazine of film
criticism Time Out identifies Lean’s
version of Great Expectations as his
best film “and probably — along with
Cukor’s David Copperfield — the
best of all the cinema’s many stabs
at Dickens”. After extravagantly
praising the acting (which is superb)
they sum up Lean’s film as “visually
flawless, perfectly paced, it’s a small
masterpiece.”

If you want to see real Dickensian
atmosphere on film, seek out either of
Lean’s two adaptations at your local
library or video store (in the classics
section). It will be worth the effort.

In the meantime we have this
new three-part adaptation. With more
screen time in which to tell the tale,
this version gives us much more of
Dickens’ subplots and subsidiary
characters. However, like most of
the more recent TV adaptations of
Dickens’ great novels, the finished
results can only be described
as “competent”. They lack the
atmosphere, pacing and style that we
saw in David Lean’s two splendid
films.

Although it must be said,
compared to some recent Dickens
productions, this latest one has made
more of an effort than most. On the
other hand, my image of poor Miss
Havisham, an image shared by David
Lean, is of a woman who has spent
the last two decades at least grieving
for her lover, the forger Compeyson,
who jilted her on her wedding day.
Unhinged by the events she has not
taken off her wedding dress in the
years since, nor has she cleared away
the remains of the elaborate wedding
breakfast laid out on the vast dining
table in her mansion.

In this version, curiously, Miss
Havisham is portrayed as a relatively
young woman, which is confusing to
say the least. And the actor playing
the adult Pip (Douglas Booth) is pretty
enough to be the heroine.

It may not be the finest
Dickens adaptation ever, but it is a
conscientious effort to bring one of
his great novels to the TV screen, and
for that we should be grateful.

Wildlife documentaries have

an unpleasant habit these
days of making you angry, as they
reveal yet another part of the world
where pursuit of profit threatens to
render whole species extinct — and
soon.

What emerges most clearly from
virtually all modern wildlife films is
that unless governments take decisive
action to stop the trade in tiger bones,
shark fins, rhinoceros horn, gorilla
hands and the like, our natural world
will be practically obliterated. The
trade in ivory and tortoise shell has
been effectively stopped (though
not the destruction of habitat), so
why are these other ways of making
money through killing wild animals
still tolerated?

Countries all over the world
maintain huge armies: why aren’t
they put to use to protect our
surviving wildlife? We know almost
nothing about deep sea sharks, and
yet Japanese fishing companies are
destroying them in their thousands.

Project Manta (ABC1 Tuesday March 6 at 8.30pm)

Sharks of every sort are being killed
— just for their fins!

The giant manta rays, cousins of
sharks but completely harmless to
people, that seem to fly through the
ocean depths like eerie migrating
birds and live on tiny plankton, are
caught and killed by fishermen who
want their gills for the same market
that buys shark fins: Chinese and
Japanese restaurants.

It would be relatively easy to put
an end to that trade, given government
will. Project Manta (ABC1 Tuesday
March 6 at 8.30pm) follows an
Australian research team as they
try to discover the secrets of the
manta’s life cycle before these great
fish are wiped out like so many other
remarkable animals.

ne thing that Miss Fisher’s

Murder Mysteries (ABC1
Fridays at 8.30pm) shows conclu-
sively is that Australian television
can make popular entertainment every
bit as good as its British or American
counterparts. Reminiscent in many
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ways of the British period mystery
series The Mrs Bradley Mysteries —
but without the annoying straight-to-
camera asides that marred that series
— the adventures in 1920s Melbourne
of Phryne Fisher, beautiful socialite
“flapper” and private detective, is one
of the ABC’s most successful ventures
into genre television.

Clearly not blessed with a huge
budget, the production team have had
to be resourceful and imaginative to
overcome their meagre resources so
successfully. Probably as a happy
result, the series is atmospherically
shot and economically edited, with
emphasis on suggestive locations,
splendid costumes, great twenties
music and a deliberate dollop of
charm. The mysteries may not puzzle
the brain, but the series is good fun
for all that. And it is never sordid or
sadistic, despite its background of
razor gangs, brothels and organised
crime!

Watching this week’s episode
of Luther (ABC1 Friday

March 9 at 9.30pm) on the other
hand left me feeling soiled. The series
is simply too cynical; even the hon-
est coppers are vicious and sadistic.
The opening sequence in this week’s
episode is like an instruction booklet
on “how to terrorise innocent people
in an isolated location late at night,
and get away with it”.

The series seems so intent on
showing us the “dark underbelly” of
modern society it almost loses sight of
humanity altogether. This is a society
devoted to individualism above all: no
one can rely on others, no one will
try to help you, you are on your own
and only the powerful survive. And
they can get away with anything. A
few of Luther’s fellow coppers are
OK, others are gutless, and some are
worse than the villains on the streets.

Crime is easy, especially if you
target isolated convenience stores
staffed by Asian migrants. Who says
television isn’t educational. &
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Behind the scenes: The secret
NATO report on Afghanistan

Thomas Riggins

The secret NATO report, “State of
the Taliban 2012, commissioned
by the US and NATO was never
supposed to see the light of day.
Unfortunately for the US war party
it was leaked to the press and the
New York Times has published
many of its observations and
conclusions (“Taliban Captives
Dispute US View on State of War”
02-02-2012).

The report was based on infor-
mation taken from 4,000 prisoners,
Taliban and others that have fallen
into the hands of US forces. To the
surprise of the US the prisoners are
rather upbeat about the progress
of the war and think they are actu-
ally winning it. The report says that
while the US thinks it is winning and
is about to start winding down its
own participation the interviews of
the captives show, according to the
NYT, “a Taliban insurgency that is
far from vanquished or demoralised.”
The same issue of the Times reported
the optimistic statement of Defence
Secretary Panetta that the US would
set 2013 not 2014 as the date for end-
ing US combat in Afghanistan. This
was later corrected by the ground
commanders in Afghanistan — 2014
is the date — and we may still remain
after that date for a long, long time.
They wish.

The report says the prisoners
state that in those areas where the US
forces withdraw and turn over control
to the Afghan Army, that army begins
to cooperate with the Taliban — as do
the local Afghan government officials.
“Many Afghans are already bracing
themselves for an eventual return of
the Taliban.” The report also says
that while the Afghan government
says it will carry on the war after
the US withdraws “many of its per-
sonnel have secretly reached out to

insurgents, seeking long-term options
in the event of a possible Taliban
victory.” Well of course, all options
should be kept on the table.

The report gives the impres-
sion that the war is lost and the
government can’t deal with this
reality. Lieutenant Colonel Jimmie
E Cummings, a US-NATO spokes-
person, had this to say about the
information gotten from the pris-
oners. “This document aggregates
the comments of Taliban detainees
in a captive environment without
considering the validity of or moti-
vation behind their reflections. Any
conclusions drawn from this would
be questionable at best.”

Wait a minute. We captured
these people and interrogated them
to get information about the enemy.
We don’t like the information we
get so then say due to a “captive
environment” the conclusions are
“guestionable.” But all interrogations
of prisoners take place in a “cap-
tive environment” and are therefore
“questionable”. So why bother? It
appears that if the government likes
the information it gets it’s credible
otherwise it’s “questionable.” This
is completely intellectually dishonest
and we should not believe a word we
are told by the military unless we have
independent third person verification.

What could be more comical than
NATO spokespersons attempting to
refute their own report once it became
public. The State Department has
also gotten into the act. The report
mentions the fact that the Taliban has
strained relations with their “Pakistani
patrons.” But Pakistan is supposed to
be a US “ally.”

How foolish does the US look
when the money it lavishes on the
Pakistanis is redirected to the Taliban
and used to kill US troops. How can
you even dream of winning a war
when you are all tied up in these

contradictory circumstances? The
State Department realises how bad
this looks and also played down the
significance of the NATO report,
saying it was “in no way designed
to impact our ongoing efforts to be
back on track with Pakistan.” Were
we ever “on track” with Pakistan or
just being used by the Pakistanis after
they realised we didn’t know what we
were doing in Afghanistan?

For example, the Pakistani gov-
ernment, according to the report, “is
thoroughly aware of Taliban activities
and the whereabouts of all senior
Taliban personnel.” And, “There is a
widespread assumption that Pakistan
will never allow the Taliban the
chance to become independent of ISI
[the CIA/FBI of Pakistan — the Inter-
Services Intelligence Directorate]
control.” Yes, lets get back on
track — the US is at “war” with the
Taliban, the Taliban is controlled by

. ["_
AN wn¥

Pakistan therefore ... draw your own
conclusions.

An important conclusion of the
report, that NATO and the US really
don’t want people to know about, is
the following: “Taliban commanders,
along with rank and file members,
increasingly believe that their control
of Afghanistan is inevitable. Though
the Taliban suffered severely in 2011,
its strength, motivation, funding and
tactical proficiency remains intact.”

Where does the funding come
from? It comes from us! Money from
the US to Pakistan goes to the Taliban.
Trucks and weapons we give to the
Afghan Army are sold off at bargain
basement rates, or “donated”, to the
Taliban by corrupt elements in the
Karzai government.

The Taliban’s strength is intact —
we are withdrawing. Their motivation
is intact — we just want to get out
as soon as possible (sooner). Their

tactical proficiency is intact, we are
turning operations over to the Afghan
Army many of whose troops would
rather shoot us than the Taliban. Is
it really too hard to see how all this
is going to end? Oh, | forgot to add
that besides the ISI, the report says
the Afghan intelligence agency also
supplies the Taliban with information
about where American troops are
located so that they can be attacked.
So there you have it. We are
spending $2 billion a week to sup-
port the war against the Taliban and
both our “ally” Pakistan and the
Afghan government we set up and
are “defending” are on the side of
the Taliban. General Petraeus retired
just in time. If he runs the CIA as
well he did the war in Afghanistan
the decline of US imperialism will
be well underway.
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Why are we stuck with US policy on Cuba?

Sam Webb

Over a half century is a long time,
but the blockade of Cuba goes on,
seemingly with no end in sight.
When it was announced in October
of 1960, and then tightened by
President Kennedy two years later,
who ever thought that it would still
be in effect 50 years later?

Then and now there is no
good justification for this puni-
tive policy. It is against the best
interests of the US as well as
the Cuban people. Cuba is not a
threat either to our security or to
the countries of Latin America.

Common sense would seem to
dictate a complete re-evaluation
of our policy, but that has been
lacking in Washington.

The blockade — not to mention

the other forms of subversion car-
ried out or sponsored by the US
— has not toppled the Cuban gov-
ernment in the past and it is safe
to say that it won’t in the future.
Indeed, under the leadership of
the Communist Party of Cuba, the
Cuban people are retooling their
form of socialism to make it more
effective in the 21st century.

Moreover, in recent years we
have normalised our relations
with socialist China and Vietnam.

And yet normalisation of rela-
tions with Cuba seems dead in the
water. What explains the tenacity
of this retrograde policy?

Now some will argue that the
right-wing Cuban émigré com-
munity in Miami drives our gov-
ernment’s policy toward Cuba.
And they are correct, but only up

to a point. To leave matters here
obscures the role of the US ruling
class.

While the ruling class is not
of one mind as far as relations
with Cuba are concerned, sections
of the ruling elite still oppose
even the slightest change in
policy — let alone the lifting of the
blockade. What they didn’t like
a half century ago and don’t like
now is Cuba’s decision to exer-
cise its sovereign right to build
socialism so close to our shores.

A socialist society oceans and
continents away is one thing, but
one only 90 miles from Miami is
another. It was and is considered
a frontal challenge to US domi-
nance in the Americas — a region
of the world that we controlled
with dollars and gunboats for

more than a century. But that era
is over.

A new Latin America, inspired
by the Cuban revolution, is being
born.

Cuba as well as other coun-
tries in the region that are pur-
suing an independent path of
development want amicable and
equal relations with our govern-
ment and people, but not at the
cost of trading away their patri-
mony and independence.

The sooner our leaders realise
this fact the firmer the ground will
be for mutually beneficial interac-
tions between our country and
theirs.

It is unlikely that much
progress in resetting relations with
Cuba will occur in this election
year, even if the president were

so inclined. The shrill anti-Cuba
rhetoric of Romney, Gingrich,
Santorum and other Republicans
probably militates against any
sober and sensible discussion of
the issue.

It also underscores the likely
turn for the worse in US-Cuba
relations if the Republican right
gains control of the White House
and Congress in the coming elec-
tion. In fact, if this occurs, even
the unthinkable — armed interven-
tion — becomes a possibility.

One thing that the past half
century has made clear is that
foreign policy can’t be left to the
politicians, generals, and corporate
brass to decide. Too much blood
and treasure is at stake. The people
must intervene. End the blockade!
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