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The year 2012 is shaping up to be a big one
for the working class in Australia. Employer
organisations are preparing an all out offen-
sive to slash wages and rid their workplaces
of trade unions. There is the threat of new
regional wars and possibly a world war as
the Obama administration embarks on a
dangerous escalation of military interven-
tions in pursuit of global domination.

The Durban climate change summit at the
end of 2011 was sabotaged by US, Australian
and other Western governments, all but killing
off the Kyoto Protocol. There will be a battle
around the proposed changes to the Australian
Constitution and recognition of Indigenous
Australians as the original owners of Australia
and their rights. The government is still playing
the race card in competition with Opposition
leader Tony Abbott, showing no mercy in its
inhumane treatment of asylum seekers.

The big car companies kicked it off with
their annual ritual of demands for more handouts
from the government or they’ll go offshore.
The big banks and insurance companies wished
their employees a Happy New Year with news
of thousands more sackings.

The Australian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC) boss Leigh Johns plans
to lift his offensive against workers and trade
unions in the building industry. His first shot
will be a whopping $600,000 damages claim
against a building union. Instead of just fining
trade unions and their members millions of
dollars, Johns now has plans to also sue them
for millions more with damage claims!

Stevedoring company POAGS also decided
to give its workers at Fremantle and Bunbury a
merry Christmas by locking them out for putting
in place work bans due to safety concerns and
as part of their 12-month campaign to get an
Enterprise Agreement. POAGS is owned by
Chris Corrigan’s Qube Logistics. It is the same
Corrigan that set rottweilers and hooded goons
onto wharfies in 1998 to remove them from
their jobs and bring in Dubai-trained scabs with
the assistance of the Howard government. DP
World also locked out workers on the waterfront
earlier this month.

Mining giant Rio Tinto is leading the charge
for employers in the mining sector, fighting off
union attempts to recruit members and negotiate
enterprise agreements. Rio Tinto never lets up in
its attempts to increase the rate of exploitation
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of its workforce. It made over $16 billion in
post-tax profits in the financial year 2010-11
and is not short of cash for expansion. In the
next five years it plans to boost production by
50 percent to 333 million tonnes a year in the
western Pilbara region (WA), at a possible cost
of more than $15 billion.

Community sector workers have a huge
struggle ahead of them if the equal pay case
is to actually deliver money in their pockets.

State public sector workers face massive
cuts in jobs and funding for services across
Australia. The year 2011 ended with some of the
largest protest actions for many years by public
sector unions and their members, including in
NSW the Police Association.

Medicare, the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme and social security are all under attack.
The government is still pursuing a budget
surplus for 2012-13. Never mind that most of
the economy is recessed and unemployment
on the rise or that taxation revenue will be less
than expected.

Austerity measures

In May last year, Treasurer Wayne Swan
claimed the main theme of the 2011-12
Budget was: “to put opportunities that flow
from a strong economy within reach of more
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Awustralians.” Nothing could be further from the
truth, as The Guardian warned at the time in an
article titled “Lies and deception” (Guardian,
18-05-2011).

“The ‘strong economy’ referred to is the
mining sector. Australia’s gross domestic product
(GDP) — an overall measure of the growth of
the economy — might look good, but it hides the
reality that most other key areas of the economy
including manufacturing, tourism and retail are
recessed. At a time when the rest of Australia
requires an expansionary budget, the govern-
ment responds with harsh austerity measures,
not seen since the early years of the Howard
government”, the article said.

The austerity measures referred to included
cuts to health, social welfare, the public service
and environmental programs. Not surpris-
ingly a contractionary budget that found more
money for the military, corporate tax cuts and
corporate welfare, failed to create jobs or “put
opportunities ... within reach of the more
Australians”.

The overall economy is not strong and mil-
lions of Australians are struggling to make ends
meet as prices continue to rise. The phenomenal
amounts being invested in the mining sector do
not constitute a strong economy. They are not the
pathway to an eternal paradise; the impression
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being given by the Australian government in its
migrant recruitment blitz in Greece.

Manufacturing, retail, tourism and hous-
ing construction are flat or in decline. A credit
squeeze by the banks is only compounding the
situation, especially for homebuyers. At least the
Reserve Bank of Australia came to its senses and
did not increase interest rates at its last meeting.
The small reduction of 0.25 percent was not
enough; a further and more substantial reduc-
tion is required from its meeting in February.

Figures released last week by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) show that unemploy-
ment has increased over the past 12 months and
the actual number of people in work fell during
2011, despite a growth in the number of people
of working age. The official unemployment rate
rose from 5.1 to 5.4 percent. The ABS counts
anyone who has had one hour or more paid
work in the past week as employed!

The ABS’s latest estimate of under-employ-
ment, which includes people who are working
part-time and are seeking longer hours of work,
is 7.3 percent (November 2011). That puts the
official figure of “labour force underutilisation”
at around 12.6 percent — one in eight workers
are under-employed or unemployed.

Continued on page 5

Socialism
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Words won’t replace
need for struggle

Symbols and words can be powerful and useful; they can unite
and heal. But nobody is impressed by lip service or tokenism. In
the lead-up to Invasion Day (or Survival Day as it also known) and
which is officially celebrated as Australia Day, such judgements
are being made about a government-sponsored report on proposed
changes to the constitution.

Recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the
Constitution is the work of a panel headed by Aboriginal leader
Professor Pat Dodson and senior lawyer Mark Leibler AC. It is
said to be the result of discussions with ““... more than 4,600 people,
in more than 250 meetings in 84 locations across the country and
received more than 3,500 submissions.”

The recommendations include “Recognising that the continent
and its islands now known as Australia were first occupied by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples; Acknowledging the
continuing relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples with their traditional lands and waters; Respecting the
continuing cultures, languages and heritage of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples; Acknowledging the need to secure
the advancement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.”

Commentators have noted that solid majorities in polls taken
on these issues have been reflected in the recommendations. The
fact that attitudes to questions like recognition of the first peoples
of Australia are improving is certainly to be welcomed.

A recommendation that jars, however, is Section 116A that would
prohibit racial discrimination. It is not long ago that the federal
government over-rode the Racial Discrimination Act to launch its
outrageously discriminatory Northern Territory Intervention in
2007 during the Howard era. The Rudd and Gillard governments
embraced the policy. It is not ancient history. The discrimination
was said to be ended by atrocious legislation that extended aspects
of the Intervention to disadvantaged people of all backgrounds in
the Northern Territory and beyond.

While the original Intervention legislation is approaching its sun-
set clause to be replaced by the cheerier sounding “Stronger Futures
in the Northern Territory”, the land-grabbing intent continues.
Residents of remote Aboriginal communities are being pressured
to sign regular leases on their property. Sign on the dotted line
before the August deadline or lose it. Funding for housing in remote
communities is frozen in favour of construction in faraway towns.
Opposition leader Tony Abbott is rubbing his hands together on
behalf of resource developers referring to the current situation in
the NT as that of a “failed state”.

So, while it would be a relief to believe in the Prime Minister’s
endorsement of the report and the process it will set in train, it’s
hard to believe it indicates a fundamental change of heart on the
part of the federal government. The Gillard government has form
in ushering in legislation that belies its stated intent. The carbon tax
will not tackle climate change. The mining super-profits tax will not
levy a meaningful impost on profit-bloated mining transnationals.
It’s a gloomy thought that the constitutional changes that could
develop from this report might fall into the category of appearing
to do something about an outrageous injustice while doing little or
nothing in fact.

One is reminded of the apology made by Kevin Rudd to the
Stolen Generations in 2007. Would it have been better that he
didn’t make the apology? Many Aboriginal people welcomed it
while realising not much else will happen given the current balance
of political and social forces. It may well be the same with the
proposed constitutional changes. They will be noted and might be
appreciated but nobody should be fooled that real change will not
come without united struggle.

PRESS FUND

We’re almost one twelfth of the way through year number 12, and
things aren’t going so well for many families, especially those with
members addicted to gambling. Despite setbacks, the battle against
the insatiable greed of the gambling industry continues. This year
The Guardian will continue its own battle to cover its operating
costs, by means of contributions to the Press Fund. By the time of
our last edition we had passed our annual target of $14,000, with

a balance of $14,490. Before the end of the year we received more
contributions from our supporters, as follows:

Ahmad $62.35 (Guardian tin), Ron Barrett $35.05 (Guardian tin),
Central Sydney Branch $500, GMH workers $25.90, Mark Manion
$30, “Round Figure” $12.70, George Spiers $170

Total extra contributions: $836

Progressive total for 2011: $15,320

We extend out sincere thanks to all our supporters who enabled us
to achieve this terrific result. Can we do it again this year? Let’s
have a go! Make a new year’s resolution (OK, it’s a bit late) to
send in something for The Guardian, preferably every week. Since
January 1 we’ve received the following contributions, for which we
again offer our thanks:

R Girvan $20, Mark Manion $10

This year’s total to date: $30

CPA campaign
for Port Adelaide
IN full
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Bob Briton at the campaign launch.

The Communist party’s campaign
for the seat of Port Adelaide shifted
up a gear with its official launch
at the Port Dock Brewery Hotel
on Saturday. A good crowd of
supporters gathered to hear about
the Party’s policies for the working
class district. A recurring theme
during the afternoon was that of
unity of the left and how the CPA’s
campaign has cemented united
front work in Adelaide.

The by-election has been brought
on by the resignation of former
state treasurer, Kevin Foley. The
controversial member was identified
strongly with the privatising, guarded,
media-managing, pro-corporate
government of former Premier Mike
Rann, who has also resigned forcing
a by-election in the northern suburbs
seat of Ramsay. Mr Foley suffered
double digit swing against him at
many booths at the state election in
2010 and there were concerns in ALP
ranks that the Mayor of Port Adelaide
Enfield, Gary Johanson, who is run-
ning as an independent, could pull
off a surprise win in the traditionally
safe Labor seat.

A changed electorate
CPA State Secretary, Bob Briton,
is running as the Party’s candidate.
He contested the state election in the
adjacent western suburbs seat of Lee
in 2010. The Party waged a highly
visible campaign and was rewarded
with a solid result — 609 votes or 2.9
percent. The contest may be tougher
this time. Many portside, working
class areas are no longer included in
the Port Adelaide electorate and more
affluent, conservative voting areas like
Mawson Lakes have been brought in.
The new premier, Jay Weatherill,
comes from the left of the right-
dominated state Labor Party. The ALP
claims to have developed a new style
of “debate and decide” rather than
“announce and defend”. His perform-
ance has been patchy. He has decided
to take the contract for the redevelop-
ment of the Port away from the Urban
Construct consortium and to develop
a new master plan. It remains to be
seen if this decision will ultimately
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favour lower income earners and
the community generally rather than
wealthy residents and investors who
benefited under the old plan.

On the negative side, Weatherill
will continue the state government’s
love affair with uranium mining and
military industries. On a recent trip
to the US he claims to have clinched
a new weapons making deal with a
US corporation. It also remains to
be seen if the change of Premier and
leadership style will benefit Labor
candidate Susan Close, who is also
a member of the party’s left faction.

A district with
problems

The problems facing the people
of the area don’t respect electorate
boundaries, however. Pollution from
industries granted exemptions from
environment protection regulations
have taken a heavy toll on the envi-
ronment. Toxic soil from the new
Royal Adelaide Hospital site is being
dumped in the area. Increased traffic
to the Outer Harbour is eroding the
living conditions of residents living
near Victoria Road. Many hazardous
materials, including uranium yel-
lowcake, are exported through Port
Adelaide. One newspaper report
boasted that uranium exports would
increase five times in the coming
years.

Jobs are scarce in the Western
suburbs, especially for young people.
The Rann government axed 1,400
public sector jobs as a last act of neo-
liberal vandalism on the community.
The Liberals have promised to cut
deeper. Uranium mining and military
industries are held out as the hope for
the struggling state economy. The
Olympic Dam mine has been given
the go ahead. The Techport industrial
precinct continues to get state gov-
ernment funding to attract weapons
manufacturing transnationals to set
up shop at Osborne.

The redevelopment of the inner
Port, which the government’s Land
Management Corporation entrusted
to the Urban Construct consortium,
has been a disaster. Sales of the first
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stages of riverside luxury apartments
have been slow. Resale values are way
down. Plans for subsequent stages
have hit snags. One design included
a complex in which many bedrooms
had no windows!

Left Unity

The CPA has taken up all these
issues over the years. Party members
joined local Aboriginal people in a
campaign to have a Kaurna cultural
centre built on the site once occupied
by the old CSR sugar refinery. The
Aboriginal people were moved off
the land onto missions and it was
expected that some sort of land justice
would result from the redevelopment.
A token park was made instead.

The Party has leafleted exten-
sively about the pollution problems
facing the area. The local Branches
have also campaigned for a reduction
in military industries, the scrapping
of military-oriented curricula and
“partnerships” for high schools and
weapons manufacturing companies.
The CPA has joined with other mem-
bers of the local Left Unity umbrella
group around this issue and others
in recent times. LU representative
Pas Forgione spoke at the CPA cam-
paign launch on the weekend. CPA
candidate Bob Briton concluded his
contribution with this observation:

“I believe we will not make much
headway towards our goals of a more
just society unless and until we have
a strong Communist Party within a
strong and united left. | cannot tell
you how impressed and grateful we
are for the support shown by the Left
Unity organisation in Adelaide. Left
Unity is made up of members of the
CPA, Socialist Alliance, Organise!, the
Anti-Capitalist Forum, the Socialist
Party, current and former members
of the Greens and other progressive
individuals.”

He pledged ongoing support
for the joint work of Left Unity and
expressed the wish for a good result
in the by-election in return for the
confidence shown by supporters of
the CPA’s campaign. &
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Gov'’t rejects

A group of Tamil refugees in
Indonesia, recognised as refugees
by the UNHCR, but rejected by the
Australian government now say
they have little choice but to get on
a boat to get to safety in Australia.

The Tamil refugees are part of
the group of 254 taken to the port
of Merak by the Indonesian navy at
the request of then Australian Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd in October
2009. More than two years later,
having spent a year in detention and
being found to be genuine refugees,
the Australian government has turned
its back on 40 Merak Tamils despite
being referred to Australia by the
UNHCR.

Most of the refugees are now liv-
ing in Medan, but out of 134 Merak
Tamil refugees still in Indonesia, only
three families have been accepted.

The rejection has angered the
Tamil refugees. They are already
boycotting English and computer
classes in protest.

“The refugees have been shame-
fully treated by the Australian govern-
ment. Their plight makes a mockery
of the Australian government’s sup-
posed concern for the safety of
refugees at sea,” said lan Rintoul,
spokesperson for the Refugee Action
Coalition. “It is rank hypocrisy. Their
policies are pushing people onto
boats. There is no other way to get
to safety in Australia. The Australian
government should not feign surprise
if more Merak Tamils get a boat to
Australia.”

Around 50 Merak Tamils took
a boat to Christmas Island in 2010,
and around 25 of them already have
Australian protection visas.

“In 2009, then Home Affairs
Minister Brendan O’Connor and
other Ministers said that Australia
would help resettle the Merak Tamils.
Successive governments have reneged
on that promise. They simply don’t
care about the lives of refugees —
neither those that are left in limbo
in Indonesia nor those that lose their
lives trying to get to Australia,” said
Rintoul.

Two other Merak Tamils drowned
attempting to get a boat to Australia
in June 2010.

“There is no justice. We have
been very patient for over two years,
but we are losing patience. We were
processed by the UNHCR,” Nimal,
one of the Tamil refugees in Medan
told the Refugee Action Coalition,
“There is a big risk for us to get a

boat to Australia. But are left with no
choice. Is the Australian government
is trying to kill us?

“The UNHCR and the Australian
government has let us down. We were
promised that we would be resettled
within a year. There is no future for
us in Indonesia,” said Nimal.

The Australian government’s
rejection of the Tamil refugees is also
a slap in the face of the Indonesian
government which has repeatedly
requested Australia’s assistance to
resettle the Merak Tamils. The head
of Indonesia’s Diplomatic Security,
Dr Sujatmiko, told the media in April
2010, “We need Australian people, the
Auwustralian government to help them.”

No deportations
to danger

Meanwhile, the Australian gov-
ernment is currently attempting to
deport Afghan Hazara asylum seeker,
Ismail Mirza Jan, to Afghanistan.
Never before has an Afghan national
been forcibly removed from Australia
to Afghanistan.

This would be a new low in
Australia’s refugee policy, with the
Labor government sinking even
further than the Howard government
in pursuing deportations to danger.
Even high-ranking ministers in the
Western-backed Afghan government
have questioned Australia’s right to
forcibly repatriate Afghan asylum
seekers from Australia. If Ismail is
deported, this will open the way for
the deportation of scores of Afghan,
and potentially other, asylum seekers
—back to war torn countries, impend-
ing danger, or even a death sentence.
Two Tamil asylum seekers, Emil and
Vithuran, too were only saved from
deportation by last minute legal action
in December.

Recently Ismail received a tem-
porary reprieve when the Federal
Magistrates Court questioned whether
he received “procedural fairness” by
the Australian government in their
attempts to deport him. Ismail’s
deportation case will come back
to the High Court on February 8.
The refugee rights movement, and
all those who oppose this move to
forced deportations, have a short
window of opportunity to build a
broad campaign against the forced
deportation of Ismail, and the terrible
precedent it would provide for further
deportations. &

UNHCR refugees

Australian Draft Bill

on cluster bombs

Australia is about to pass leg-
islation in order to ratify the
Convention on Cluster Munitions,
and Cluster Munition Coalition
Australia (CMCA) has several
concerns that the proposed text
does not reflect the spirit of the
Convention on Cluster Munitions.

Main concerns

The overriding concern is
that the proposed legislation dem-
onstrates a weak interpretation

of the Convention. As such it is

not consistent with the spirit of

the Convention which strives “to
unequivocally, and for all time,
end the suffering caused by cluster
munitions.”

* Interoperability — because the
proposed legislation may allow
Australian forces to assist with
activities that are prohibited by
the Convention. The spirit of
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article 21 in the Convention on
Cluster Munitions was to protect
troops of signatory countries

from prosecution for actions

by other nations not party to

the conventions. It was never
intended to allow either limited or
unlimited collaboration with non-
signatory parties.

* Jurisdiction — because the
proposed legislation allows
foreign forces to use Australian
territory to stockpile and transit
cluster bombs. This is clearly
facilitating the use of cluster
bombs.

 Retention — because the proposed
legislation allows Australia to
retain cluster bombs without
specifying any reporting
obligations and setting a
minimum number.

« Positive Obligations — because
the proposed legislation does
not mention any of the positive
obligations to assist in clearance,
victim assistance and to
universalise the treaty.

» The proposed legislation does not
prohibit indirect investments in
cluster bombs.

Fix the Bill campaign

Members of the CMC Australia
as well as overseas participants
have made more than 15 submis-
sions to the Senate Committee
of Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade, enumerating our concerns
with the proposed legislation. As
an adjunct to this we believe it is
essential to educate and engage
key Senate members, MPs, media
and other key players. Therefore
we are conducting lobby meetings
with voting members of the Senate
Committee as well as other key
Parliamentarians from the House of
Representatives.

We hope to ensure that the
voting members of the committee
will be able to ask all relevant and
important questions to the wit-
nesses during the public hearing
on March 3. Putting the cluster
bomb bill on the agenda is vital,
and CMC Australia is therefore

currently also working on get-

ting broad media coverage on the
issue. Later CMC Awustralia will
organise a parliamentary briefing

in Canberra between March 22

and June, depending on when the
Senate will debate the cluster bomb
bill. 1t is still unclear when this will
happen.

Goals

¢ To ban cluster bombs in
Awustralia, its region and the
world.

e To promote strong Australian
legislation and implementation
that reflects the spirit and intent
of the Convention on Cluster
Munitions.

e To educate and engage Senate
members, MPs, political leaders,
media and other key stakeholders
about the convention on cluster
munitions.

¢ Organise a Parliamentary Briefing
for senators, MPs and political
leaders

¢ Organise a reception
in conjunction with the
Parliamentary Briefing .

« Organise a cluster munitions
photo exhibition for the briefing
at Parliament House.

Obligations include to:

e assist in clearance of
contaminated areas,

e assist victims,

* assist other states parties to
meet their obligations under the
convention,

e work to universalise the
convention

The CMCA believes the pro-
posed legislation is a weak inter-
pretation of the convention, and
thus fails to uphold and abide by
the spirit and intent of the treaty.

The stated aim of the convention

is “to unequivocally, and for all

time, end the suffering caused by
cluster munitions.” To achieve this
humanitarian aim it is not enough
to restrict or limit the use of clus-
ter munitions; we must aim to
eradicate them and legislate accord-
ingly in strong and unequivocal
terms. &
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“The seafarers’ bill of rights”™

In a landmark day for local
seafarers, Australia has now
lodged its ratification of the
Maritime Labour Convention
with the International Labour
Organisation in Geneva.

Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) national secretary and
International Transport Workers’
Federation (ITF) president Paddy
Crumlin witnessed the passage of
what it commonly termed the seafar-
ers’ bill of rights last month.

The Australian permanent rep-
resentative to the ILO, Greg Vines,
lodged the documents with the ILO
on December 24, 2011, making it the
22nd nation to ratify.

This means Australia is among
the 30 countries required to ratify
the laws to ensure the MLC comes
into force globally by 2012-13. Mr
Crumlin said the coming into force
of the Maritime Labour Convention
will be an outstanding achievement
in international relations and will
support the future of the global ship-
ping industry.

“The Maritime Labour
Convention ensures that seafar-
ers have their human and labour
rights recognised alongside existing
standards of safety, security and
crew standards,” Mr Crumlin said.
“By lifting international minimum
standards, the MLC promotes fair
and decent work, with more than half
the world’s seafarers now covered by
ratifying nations.”

The MLC sets standards for:

e minimum requirements for
seafarers to work on a ship;

 conditions of employment;

e accommodation, recreational
facilities, food and catering;

« health protection, medical care,
welfare and social security
protection;

e compliance and enforcement.

“As the largest island continent
on earth, Australia’s economic future
is inextricably linked to safe and
productive shipping,” Mr Vines said.

“It is in our environmental and
economic interest to ensure that ships
that travel through the region are safe,
secure and crewed by seafarers that
are decently treated, fairly paid and
well trained.

“In ratifying the MLC, Australia
reaffirms its longstanding commitment
to ensuring decent working conditions
for the world’s 1.2 million seafarers
that work in this fundamental and
truly global industry.”

Although the Convention will
target the sub-standard labour condi-
tions on many international ships, it
will also provide a valuable boost to
Awstralian shipping and complements
Australian shipping reform.

Mr Crumlin also highlighted the
importance of the MLC in fighting the
ITF’s Flag of Convenience campaign.

“The convention will address the
worst features of the FOC system by
codifying international safety stand-
ards, human rights, trade union rights
and labour standards,” Mr Crumlin
said. &

Retall cleaners
walk the East
Coast of Australia
IN one year

A report by United Voice, the
cleaners’ union, finds that due to
the crisis in Australia’s shopping
centres, cleaners are being forced
to walk the distance from Cairns
to Warrnambool in one year,
with some walking nearly a half
marathon in a day, while also
being required to clean up spills,
keep toilets sanitary and safe and
maintain proper health and safety
standards for the shopping public.

The report which highlights
the stress and pressure suffered by
cleaners is based on a study done
by United Voice of cleaners in retail
shopping centres across the country.
Cleaners wore a pedometer on shift,
and their step count was recorded
daily. The striking results find that,
with all participants combined,
cleaners do enough to circle the
earth’s equator 1.27 times.

Louise Tarrant, the union’s
national secretary, said that these
intense workloads were the direct
result of cost cutting and exploita-
tion of cleaners.

“There’s a race to the bottom
in contract cleaning, with shopping
centre owners, like Westfield, cut-
ting cleaning contracts, and irre-
sponsible cleaning contractors like

Spotless following suit and cutting
bids.

“This means that there is fewer
staff on the floor; fewer people to
do the actual work. This forces the
cleaners on the floor to be literally
run off their feet trying to get their
work done in short, timed rotations,
sometimes as short as five minutes.
For all this walking, cleaning com-
panies and building owners won’t
pay decent wages.”

The union warns that there are
health and safety catastrophes wait-
ing to happen in shopping centres.
At the moment, the catastrophes are
for cleaners who are suffering from
the second highest injury rates —
only lower than those working in
concrete construction. It’s not sur-
prising with such high workloads.

“One cleaner told us that she
had to clean 35 toilets in 20 min-
utes,” said Ms Tarrant. “Could you
do that? Could you believe a toilet
was actually clean if it was only
cleaned so quickly? These high
workloads mean that the centre
isn’t as clean as a cleaner would
like, but it also raises the question
of whether a centre is clean enough
for shoppers.” &

Support The Guardian
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ABCC’s “action”
too little, too late

CFMEU National Construction
assistant secretary Frank O’Grady
said last week that the Australian
Building and Construction
Commission’s (ABCC) recent
series of press releases boasting
about the $297,000 it had recovered
in unpaid wages and entitlements
was a desperate attempt for the
organisation to justify its existence
and $135 million cost to taxpayers
since its inception.

Mr O’Grady said CFMEU
branches around the country had
recovered almost $20 million in
underpaid wages and entitlements
for construction workers in 2011.

“The NSW branch was recently
able to recover $800,000 of enti-
tlements for 51 workers caught
up in the collapse of the Cardinal
Group of companies, just in time
for Christmas. But we don’t put

out a press release every time we
help our members get what they’re
legally owed, that’s just what
unions do.

“The ABCC shouldn’t be
boasting about this, they should
be embarrassed it has taken them
so long to start doing anything to
secure workers’ rights and at how
unsuccessful their efforts have
been.”

The $297,000 recovered does
not even cover the salary of ABCC
head Leigh Johns.

The union says the ABCC has
consistently ignored the reality that
sham contracting is a major issue
facing the construction industry
and that a few token back payments
for workers does not mean that it
recognises the endemic nature of
sham contracting in the construc-
tion industry.

“The CFMEU’s research has
found that the illegal use of sham
contracting is costing the Australian
taxpayer over a billion dollars each
year. There are thousands of work-
ers in construction who are forced
to sign on as sham contractors —
missing out on superannuation and
workers’ compensation coverage —
just to get a job.”

Mr O’Grady said that it was
time for the government to act on
its election commitment and scrap
the ABCC.

“This anti-worker organisation
and its coercive powers have no
place in a free society. The legis-
lation introduced to the Federal
Parliament last year to scrap the
ABCC needs to be voted on as soon
as possible.” &

ANF welcomes extra funding

The Australian Nursing Federation
(ANF) welcomed an announcement
last month from the Minister for
Mental Health and Ageing, Mark
Butler, that the government is
investing $18.7 million to expand
the vital role of nurse practitioners
working in residential and com-
munity based care.

Nurse practitioners (NPs) are
registered nurses with the high-level
education and the extensive experi-
ence needed to see and treat clients in
an advanced clinical role, with their
scope of practice extending beyond
that of a Registered nurse.

NPs can also offer clients’ rebates
on services under the Medicare
Benefits Schedule (MBS) and to
write prescriptions that qualify for

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) subsidies.

Minister Butler said more than
30 projects utilising the skills of NPs
across Australia will be funded under
the program Nurse Practitioner —
Aged Care Models of Practice which
aims to improve access to primary
health care for elderly Australians.

“NPs are increasingly being
called-upon to provide frontline health
services across all parts of the com-
munity,” ANF federal secretary, Lee
Thomas, said.

“We welcome the roll-out of
this initiative as it will allow NPs
to deliver frontline clinical care in
residential and community settings for
people who would otherwise have to
be admitted to hospital or see a GP.

This high level of specialist care will
also allow for older people to remain
in their homes for longer.”

Whilst welcoming the extra fund-
ing for NPs, Ms Thomas said the ANF
and its growing membership was still
calling on the Gillard government to
reform aged care by closing the wages
gap experienced by nursing and care
staff working in the sector.

Nurses in aged care earn between
$168 and $300 on average less than
nurses working in public hospitals — at
a time Australia urgently needs 20,000
extra aged care nurses.

The ANF, with over 214,000
members, is the professional and
industrial voice for nurses, mid-
wives and assistants in nursing in
Australia. &
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Film reviews by Peter Mac

Albert Nobbs meets
the Iron Lady

It says something about the US
film industry that two of its most
gifted actors are now starring in
movies made in other countries.
Highly focused on comedies and
action epics, the US industry offers
few dramatic roles of any depth —
especially for older actors.

Meryl Streep became familiar
to Australian audiences many years
ago for her portrayal of Lindy
Chamberlain, and Glenn Close for
her illuminating performance in the
Australian film Paradise Road.

In both the current films the main
characters struggle to break out of
rigid “know your place” class con-
straints and to ascend to an “elevated”
social status.

The performances of the two
actors are equally brilliant. But there
the similarities end. The Iron Lady
depicts the political rise and fall of
Margaret Thatcher in post-war Britain,
while Albert Nobbs is a fictional
account of a woman struggling to
work her way out of grinding poverty
in a posh Dublin hotel in about 1900.

Both these films are noteworthy,
albeit for very different reasons, and
both are well worth the price of a
ticket.

The Iron Lady traces the life of
Thatcher from her teenage youth dur-
ing the World War 11 to her old age. It
covers in great detail her struggle to
get the British Conservative Party to
accept her — or any woman, for that
matter — as a candidate.

Even after she won a seat she
was still patronised by many in the
party. However, she gained the sup-
port of her more perceptive fellow
MPs, including her friend the former
Colditz prisoner of war Aerie Neave,
who supported her for the leadership
when it fell vacant. One of the film’s
lighter moments, in which he grooms
her to maximise her formidable
image, is countered by the depiction
of Thatcher’s narrow escape when
Neave is assassinated by the IRA.

The film covers the main events
in Thatcher’s career as British Prime
Minister, but in many cases is mad-
deningly deficient on historical
background. The war in the Falklands
or Malvinas Islands, for example, is
described vividly but does not explain
that just prior to its commencement a
geological survey had located signifi-
cant deposits of oil in the Falklands
region.

That issue resurfaced last week,
with the current British Prime
Minister rejecting a renewed claim
to the islands by Argentina, and with
mass media reports of the “recent”
discovery of oil.

Thatcher’s ruthless determina-
tion to regain control of the island
and its resources was illustrated by
her instructions to sink the General
Belgrano, pride of the Argentinean
fleet, with the loss of more than 300
lives, even though Britain had vir-
tually won the war already. Prince
Andrew was serving on one of the
Royal Navy vessels, and according to
one report Thatcher gave instructions
that if he was killed in battle, Buenos
Aires was to be subjected to nuclear
bombardment.

Apart from the assassination
of Neave and the bombing of the
Brighton hotel where Thatcher and
her husband were staying, there is
little explanation of the struggle for
independence of Northern Ireland.
Her wholehearted support for US
President Reagan’s appalling plan to
develop new “star wars” technology
doesn’t rate a mention in The Iron
Lady.

The film sees events almost
entirely from the viewpoint of
Thatcher and the Tories, certainly not
from that of the miners or industrial
workers who were brutally thrown
out of work by her policies, and who
are seen demonstrating and beating
on her car windows as she sails into
Parliament House.

Britain’s capitalists were delighted

at the prospect of only having to pay
the same amount as its poorest citi-
zens, under Thatcher’s proposed new
poll tax. However, her colleagues real-
ised with horror that the monster they
had helped to create was leading them
to virtual destruction at the ballot box,
because of her manic commitment to
the grossly unjust new tax.

They also realised that her men-
tal condition was deteriorating. The
film depicts with great sensitivity the
issue of dementia, exemplified by the
anguish of Caroline Thatcher as her
mother gradually succumbs.

Thatcher described herself as “one
of the people”, and was able to recite
in astonishing detail the current prices
that shoppers had to pay for groceries.
But this was a legacy from her early
life as the daughter of shopkeepers.
She was no sympathiser for working
people, but rather a petit-bourgeois
with a manic determination to become
a fully-fledged bourgeois — and she
over-achieved her ambition, enter-
ing the ranks of the aristocracy as
Baroness Thatcher.

Despite its shortcomings the film
provides a valuable insight into many
aspects of Thatcher’s reign. It’s hard
not to admire her for overcoming the
barriers of gender and social back-
ground, but we should never forget
that her policies endangered world
peace, committed Britain to terrible
warfare and inflicted great suffering
on the working people of Britain and
Northern Ireland. That, alas, is the
bitter legacy of Margaret Thatcher’s
period in office.

Albert Nobbs is the name adopted
by a shy 14-year-old young orphan
after she is brutally attacked by a
group of youths. She withdraws
within herself. However, she’s
impoverished, and jobs for women
are in short supply in 19th-century
Ireland, so she takes a job as a waiter,
disguised as a young man. Inscrutable
and motionless while awaiting the call
for table service, she finds she is, in

Glenn Close as Albert Nobbs.

effect, almost invisible, despite being
in full public view.

Yearning for comfort and security,
and for a life in which she doesn’t
have to deny her gender, she stashes
away her occasional tips with a view
to eventually buying a tobacconist’s
shop.

But it’s a long, long road, with
many setbacks. Middle-aged and at
last nearing her goal, she’s horrified
when she’s ordered by the manipula-
tive hotel owner to share her room
—and her bed — with a house painter
who’s staying the night. Despite her
best endeavours she is betrayed by the
heavy corset that brutally constricts
her natural figure, and the painter
learns her secret.

However, the painter is sympa-
thetic, and later Albert learns to her
amazement that “he” is a she, just
like herself. They become friends
and when she meets the painter’s
partner she realises with great joy
that it’s possible to enter into a deeply
fulfilling relationship with someone
of the same sex.

Alas, fate intervenes. Albert
survives a typhoid epidemic, but the
painter’s partner is struck down. The
grieving painter rejects a suggestion
that Albert might take her place, and
Albert turns her attention to another

friend, a chambermaid who is carrying
the child of the feckless hotel janitor.

The janitor is intent on escap-
ing to a new life in New York — on
his own. Alas for Albert, the janitor
overhears her suggestion to the girl
that she should let the janitor go and
accept Albert as a replacement. The
results are both tragic and ironic.

Albert Nobbs is not without its
failings — among them is the not
inconsiderable stretch of the imagi-
nation required for the audience to
believe that Close would ever be
accepted as a man, even with a short
back and sides, and no make-up.

Nevertheless, the movie is beauti-
fully produced. Close’s depiction of
the emotionally-imprisoned woman
struggling to retain her inscrutable
composure in a hostile environment
is exquisite.

Dublin in 1900 might seem far-
removed from Australia in 2012, but
the film’s themes are entirely relevant
to current reality. Working people
are still involved in the struggle
against exploitation. Same-sex mar-
riage is still blocked by prejudice,
religious conservatism and political
opportunism. And the search for the
ideal partnership? Well. that’ll go on
forever, won’tit? &

Make 2012 the year of struggle

Continued from page 1

Labor treasurer Wayne Swan
continues to pursue his neo-liberal,
anti-people agenda and proving to
the financial markets and the mining
conglomerates that Labor can manage
the capitalist system better than any
Abbott government. Instead of turn-
ing policy around, halting the priva-
tisations and corporate handouts and
increasing funding for public services
and social welfare, the next budget is
set to be even more pro-big business
and anti-people with cuts where it
hurts people the most.

Swan boasted that it is “the first
time in Australian history that we have
received the gold-plated AAA rating
from all three global rating agencies”.
The financial institutions know whose
side he is on!

The Fair Work Act is under
review, with the government under
substantial pressure from a highly
organised employer lobby to further
restrict trade union rights. Their
agenda is union-free workplaces and
individual contracts.

Fight back

The Australian Council of Trade
Unions (ACTU) is waging a campaign
for job security. The number of work-
ers employed as casuals, in fixed or
short-term contracts, labour hire, and
contracting has almost doubled in the
last two decades. Around 40 percent
of the workforce now face all the dif-
ficulties of low or uncertain income,
lack of access to bank loans and other
social and economic problems associ-
ate with job insecurity.

The building and construction
division of the CFMEU, despite over
$6 million in fines over the past two
years, has not given up its fight to
unionise construction sites and defend
the safety, jobs, wages and conditions
of its members. The Maritime Union
of Australia has not backed off on the
waterfront. The public sector unions
have taken the fight to defend jobs
and services to the streets.

Individual trade unions are to
varying degrees of success recruit-
ing new members and fighting their

battles as they arise. These struggles
tend to be isolated, putting out small
fires, and sometimes making some
small gains where possible.

These and other struggles are
indicative of a growing preparedness
to fight back, but the trade union
movement as a whole is still far from
strong enough to meet the challenges
ahead and cannot do so on its own.

One of the key challenges in 2012
is the building and strengthening of
the labour movement, not just in
numbers and organisation but also
ideologically so that it can take on the
broader economic, social, ideologi-
cal and political struggles as well as
provide solidarity in the smaller more
localised battles.

There is also an urgent need to
take up a broad and united struggle
for jobs, for public services, for an
expansionary budget that serves the
people, to halt corporate tax cuts, to
improve social security, increase the
age pension.

It cannot be left to the nurses to
fight for public hospitals, for teachers

to defend public education, manu-
facturing unions for manufacturing
sector jobs, building unions for trade
union rights, pensioners for a pen-
sion increase, the unemployed for
their rights, etc. As the trade union
saying goes: “An injury to one is an
injury to all.”

The Your Rights @ Work cam-
paign that brought together trade
unions, left and progressive forces
and members of the community pro-
vides an excellent model for building
a broad united front in defence of
workers’ rights, living standards, the
public sector, small farmers and busi-
nesses. It saw the back of the Howard
government, and such a movement
could be used to build a pro-people,
political alternative.

The present two-party system,
in which government is alternately
shared between the Liberal-National
Party Coalition and the Australian
Labor Party, is not serving the people.

The Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) has set as one of its pri-
orities for 2012 the important task of

building the Party. The CPA believes
there is a way to overcome Australia’s
economic and social problems. To
do this it is necessary to change the
direction of politics in Australia and,
eventually, to replace the capitalist
system with a socialist one.

The Communist Party is a party
of activists who work in trade unions,
peace and environmental groups, soli-
darity organisations and a variety of
other community movements as well
as running campaigns in the name of
the Communist Party.

The members of the CPA work
to eliminate unemployment, poverty,
injustice, homelessness, racism and
war. These problems arise from the
domination of our society by huge
profit-hungry private corporations.

What better New Year’s resolu-
tion than to join us, or at least find
out more about us, perhaps send a
donation of support and take out a
subscription to The Guardian.
Subscription details page 11,
contact details page 12. &
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“We salute the people’s struc

Final Statement, 13th International Meeting of Communist and Workers
Athens on 9-11 December 2011 with the theme: “Socialism is the future

6 Magazine

The international situation and the experience
of the communists 20 years after the counter-
revolution in the USSR. The tasks for the
development of the class struggle in conditions
of capitalist crisis, imperialist wars, of the
current popular struggles and uprisings, for
working class-popular rights, the strengthen-
ing of proletarian internationalism and the
anti-imperialist front, for the overthrow of
capitalism and the construction of socialism.

The meeting was attended by representatives
from 78 Parties from 59 countries. A number
of parties that did not manage to take part
for reasons beyond their control sent written
messages. We salute from Athens the growing
popular struggles releasing huge emancipatory
potential against imperialism, against capitalist
exploitation and oppression, and for the social,
labour and social security rights of workers all
over the world.

The meeting was held in critical conditions
in which the deep and prolonged capitalist crisis
continues to prevail in the international situation,
accompanied by the escalation of the aggres-
siveness of imperialism which is expressed in
the decisions of the Lisbon Summit for the new
NATO strategy. This reality confirms the analy-
ses outlined in the statements of the 10th, 11th,
12th, International Meetings that took place in
Brazil (Sao Paolo) in 2008, India (New Delhi)
in 2009 and South Africa (Tshwane) in 2010.

Systemic crisis

It becomes increasingly obvious for millions
of working people that the crisis is a crisis of the
system. It is not faults within the system but the
system itself that is faulty, generating regular and
periodic crises. It results from the sharpening of
the main contradiction of capitalism between the
social character of production and the private
capitalist appropriation and not from any ver-
sion of the management policy of the system
or from any aberration based on the greed of
some bankers or other capitalists, or from the
lack of effective regulatory mechanisms. It
highlights the historical boundaries of capital-
ism and the need to strengthen the struggles
for anti-monopoly anti-capitalist ruptures, the
revolutionary overthrow of capitalism.

In the USA, Japan, the EU, and in other
capitalist economies the impasses of the various
versions of the bourgeois management are being
demonstrated. On the one hand the restrictive
political line leads to a prolonged and deep
recession; on the other, the expansionist political
management, with large state support packages
to the monopoly groups, finance capital, and
the banks, intensifies inflation and leads to the
swelling of the public debt.

Capitalism converts corporate insolvencies
into sovereign insolvencies. Capitalism has no
other response to the crisis beyond the mass
destruction of productive forces, resources,
mass dismissals, factory closures and the com-
prehensive attack on workers and trade union
rights, on wages, pensions, social security, the
reduction in people’s income, the huge increase
in unemployment and poverty.

The anti-people offensive is strengthening
which is manifested with particular intensity in
certain regions. The concentration and centrali-
sation of monopoly capital is intensifying the
reactionary character of economic and political
power. Capitalist restructuring and privatisations
are being promoted, aiming at competitiveness
and maximisation of profit of capital, at ensur-
ing a cheaper labour force and the regression
of decades in terms of social and labour rights.

The intensity of the crisis, its global syn-
chronisation, the prospect of the slow, weak
recovery intensify the difficulties of the bour-
geois forces in managing the crisis, leading to
the sharpening of inter-imperialist contradictions
and rivalries while the danger of imperialist
wars is being strengthened.

Attack on rights

The attacks on democratic rights and sov-
ereignty are intensifying in many countries.
Political systems become more reactionary.
Anti-communism is being reinforced. There are
generalised measures against the activity of the
communist and workers’ parties, against trade
union, political and democratic freedoms The
ruling classes develop a multi-faceted attempt
to trap the people’s discontent through changes
in the political systems, through the utilisation
of a series of pro-imperialist NGOs and other
organisations, through attempts to channel the
people’s discontent into movements with alleg-
edly non-political or even with reactionary
characteristics.

We salute the people’s and workers’ exten-
sive struggles and uprisings, for democratic,
social and political rights against the anti-people
regimes in the Middle East and North Africa,
namely in Tunisia and Egypt. Despite the con-
tradictions which the current situation manifests,
it constitutes a significant experience that the
communist movement should study and utilise.

Simultaneously we strongly condemn the
imperialist war of NATO and the EU against the
Libyan people and the threats and interference
in the internal affairs of Syria and Iran, as well
as of any other country. We consider that every
foreign intervention against Iran under whatever
pretext attacks the interests of the Iranian work-
ers and their struggles for democratic freedoms,
social justice and social rights.

These developments confirm the necessity
of strengthening the communist and workers’
Parties in order to play their historical role, to
further strengthen the workers and people’s
struggle in defence of their rights and aspira-
tions, to utilise the contradictions of the system
and the inter-imperialist contradictions for an
overthrow at the level of power and economy,
for the satisfaction of people’s needs. Without
the leading role of the communist and workers
parties and the vanguard class, the working class,
the peoples will be vulnerable to confusion,
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assimilation and manipulation by the political
forces that represent the monopolies, finance
capital and imperialism.

Realignment of forces
Significant realignments in the international
correlation of forces are under way. There is the
on-going relative weakening of the position of
the USA, the general productive stagnation in
the most advanced capitalist economies and the
emergence of new global economic powers,
notably China. The tendency for the increase
of contradictions is strengthening, between
the imperialist centres, and of these with the
so-called emerging economies.
Imperialist aggressiveness intensifies.
There are already several regional points of
tension and wars and they are multiplying: in
Asia and Africa, in the Middle East with the
increasing aggressiveness of Israel particularly
against the Palestinian people. At the same time
we note the rising of neo-Nazi and xenophobic
forces in Europe, the multifaceted interven-
tions, threats and the offensive against the peo-
ple’s movements and the progressive political
forces in Latin America. Militarisation is being
reinforced. The risk for a general conflagration
at a regional level becomes even greater. In
this sense the expansion and strengthening of
the anti-imperialist social and political front
and the struggles for peace in the direction of
eradicating the causes of imperialist wars are
fundamental.
There are two paths of development:
 The capitalist path, the path of the
exploitation of the peoples which creates
great dangers for imperialist wars, for
workers’, people’s democratic rights

 The path of liberation with immense
possibilities for the promotion of the
interests of the workers and the peoples, for
the achievement of social justice, people’s
sovereignty, peace and progress. The path
of the workers’ and people’s struggles, the
path of socialism and communism, which is
historically necessary.
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Thanks to the decisive contribution of the
communists and the class oriented trade-union
movement the workers’ struggles in Europe and
all over the world were further strengthened.
Imperialist aggressiveness continues to meet
resolute popular resistance in the Middle East,
Asia, Africa and Latin America.

This fact, along with experience accumu-
lated so far, especially in Latin America, the
struggles and the processes that take place
demonstrate the possibilities of resistance, of
class struggle, in order for the peoples to make
steps forward, to gain ground inflicting blows
to imperialism when they have as their goal the
overthrow of imperialist barbarity.

Strengthen the struggle

We salute the workers’” and people’s strug-
gles and note the need to further strengthen
them. The conditions demand the intensification
of the class struggle, of the ideological, political,
mass struggle in order to impede the anti-people
measures and promote goals of struggle that
meet the contemporary people’s needs; demand
an organised workers’ counterattack for anti-
monopoly and anti-imperialist ruptures, for the
overthrow of capitalism putting an end to the
exploitation of man by man.

Today the conditions are ripe for the con-
struction of wide social anti-monopoly and anti-
imperialist alliances, capable of defeating the
multifaceted imperialist offensive and aggression
and of fighting for power and promoting deep,
radical, revolutionary changes. Working class
unity and the organisation and the class orienta-
tion of the labour movement are fundamental
factors in ensuring the construction of effective
social alliances with the peasantry, the urban
middle class strata, the women’s movement
and youth movement.

In this struggle the role of the communist
and workers’ parties at national, regional
and international level and the strengthening
of their cooperation are indispensable. The
joint coordinated activity of the communist
and workers’ parties, of the communist
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youth organisations and the anti-imperialist
organisations in which the communists have
an important contribution constitutes one of the
most reliable elements for the expansion of the
anti-imperialist struggle and the strengthening
of the anti-imperialist front.

The ideological struggle of the communist
movement is of vital importance in order to
defend and develop scientific socialism, to
repulse contemporary anti-communism, to con-
front bourgeois ideology, anti-scientific theories
and opportunist currents which reject the class
struggle; combat the role of social democratic
forces that defend and implement anti-people
and pro-imperialist policies by supporting the
strategy of capital and imperialism.

The understanding of the unified character
of the duties of the struggle for social, national
and class emancipation, for the distinct pro-
motion of the socialist alternative requires the
ideological counteroffensive of the communist
movement.

The overthrow of capitalism and the con-
struction of socialism constitute an imperative
need for the peoples. In view of the capitalist
crisis and its consequences the international
experiences and practice of socialist construction
prove the superiority of socialism. We underline
our solidarity with the peoples who struggle for
socialism and are involved in the construction
of socialism.

Only socialism can create the conditions
for the eradication of wars, unemployment,
hunger, misery, illiteracy, the uncertainty of
hundreds of millions of people, the destruction
of the environment. Only socialism creates the
conditions for development according to the
contemporary needs of the workers.

Working people, farmers, urban and rural
workers, women, young people, we call on you
to struggle together to put an end to this capital-
ist barbarity. There is hope, there is a prospect.
The future belongs to socialism.

SOCIALISM IS THE FUTURE!
Athens, December 11, 2011 &

Memories of
Martin Luther King

Norman Markowitz

Today (January 17) is Martin Luther King
Day in the United States. It has been a
national holiday for a generation-even
though Ronald Reagan and other right wing
Republican politicians delayed that for years
after King’s 1968 assassination.

Public offices and schools will be closed.
There will be some ceremonies in communi-
ties and most people will do what they do
on most holidays, both religious and non-
religious (what they are expected to do) go
shopping, watch sports events on television,
and prepare for work the following day.

There will be references of course to
King’s legacy. Republican politicians (many
of whom fought for years to prevent his birth-
day from becoming a national holiday) will
distort everything that King lived and died
for.

In the process, they buried in rituals of
celebration the reality of segregation, de
facto and de jure, disenfranchisement, sup-
ported terroristic violence represented in the
1920s by a KKK that numbered in the mil-
lions. As for African Americans, when they
were remembered positively before the civil
rights movement it was through a handful
of individuals, the accommodationist leader
Booker T Washington, the scientist George
Washington Carver, and most of all the fic-
tional character, Uncle Tom, in the novel
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Frederick Douglass,
Sojourner Truth and of course WEB Dubois,
who himself was a scholar and activist with
a global reputation, simply didn’t exist in the
conventional reality of their own country.

They will make him into an opponent
of affirmative action, economic and social
integration as “reverse racism” (they usu-
ally throw in John F Kennedy’s speech about
“taking race out of American politics” for
good measure) which they have done routine-
ly for many years. Other “conservatives” will
also damn King with false praise, crediting
him with ending segregation and thus elimi-
nating racism from US politics and society.

In the 1920s, novelist Sinclair Lewis

at the time of the opening of the Lincoln
Memorial wrote cynically that Abraham
Lincoln was the “patron saint of America,”
the common man who freed the slaves and
then, Christ-like, died for the sins of the
Republic.

Today there are those who seek to make
Martin Luther King into a sort of “patron
saint” for a fictional US where racism no
longer exists. And there are many more who
control school curricula who teach children
that the most important thing about King
was that he preached and practiced non-
violence-in essence he was the “good Black”
in contrast to Malcolm X, the “bad Black,”
(although you usually have to get to high
school and sometimes to college to hear
Malcolm X mentioned in school curricula).

But the real King and his real legacy
lives on directly today in peoples struggle-
most dramatically in the Occupy movements
through the nation.

For King non violence was both a strat-
egy and a philosophy united by the concept
of “positive peace”, peace with social jus-
tice. He agreed with Mohandas K Gandhi,
the teacher/activist who led the Indian
Independence movement, that poverty was
the greatest violence. He rejected entirely
the view that integration without any change
in the distribution of income, without large
advances in economic and social equality,
was either possible or desirable

He broke with the Johnson administration
that advanced through its war on poverty and
civil rights legislation everything that he had
fought for on the Vietnam War because he
realised that war itself, imperialist war with
in this case a clear and large racist subtext
was the worst enemy of positive peace.

And he at the end of his life organised
a “Poor Peoples Movement”, of all ethno
cultural groups in poverty to launch Go to
Washington, not simply to march but to stay
there, the way the bonus marchers did in
1932, to force the Johnson administration to
confront between its promises of a war on
poverty and a great society and the realities
in the US.

And he was assassinated in Memphis,
Tennessee, supporting a strike of public
employees African-American sanitation
workers in a “right-to-work,” segregationist
state which chronically underfunded educa-
tion and other public services.

This was the real Martin Luther King
and he lives today directly in the Occupy
movement everywhere. He lives also in pub-
lic employees everywhere they are fighting
against draconian anti-labor actions being
pushed in Wisconsin, New Jersey, and many
other states.

He lives also in the opposition to both
wars and a military budget over $600 bil-
lion (ten times greater than it was during the
Vietnam War) and a federal deficit more than
50 times greater than it was, thanks to mili-
tary spending and tax cuts, than it was at the
end of the Vietnam War.

I think that King would like Obama, not
because of the colour of his skin, but because
of the content of his character. He would also
probably be amused as the politicians who,
proclaiming that Obama’s election is evi-
dence that racism no longer exists in the US
out of one side of their mouths, try to make
him into a national scapegoat for all of the
society’s problems, seeing him not as a serv-
ant of the people but as a servant above his
station out of the other sides of their mouths.

The real King was always an optimist
about what could be accomplished in this
society and we should remember that he was
the most important leader of the most impor-
tant movement in the United States in the
second half of the 20th century, a movement
which he always understood that the struggle
to advance equal rights and social-economic
justice for an oppressed minority and for the
whole society were both independent and
dialectical, changing and interacting, either
strengthening or weakening each other. By
combining that optimism and that realism,
we can honour him best and help ourselves
achieve through struggle the positive peace
that he believed in and stood for.

Political Affairs @&
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“Occupy Nigeria” strike victory

Dennis Laumann

A weeklong nationwide strike
resulted in a victory for Nigerians
as the government agreed to
partially restore a popular fuel
subsidy. The decision followed
negotiations between labour lead-
ers and government officials in
order to avert a shutdown of the
country’s vital oil industry.

The spark which set off what
has been dubbed “Occupy Nigeria,”
largely because of the significant
participation of Nigerian youth, was
president Goodluck Jonathan’s deci-
sion on New Year’s Day to end fuel
subsidies.

The government claimed the pro-
gram is too costly to continue - at an
estimated US$8 billion per year - and
promised to invest the savings in the
development of the nation’s energy
and transport infrastructure.

Nigerians responded with anger
as the lifting of the fuel subsidy led
to dramatic increases in the cost
of food, transportation, and other
necessities. They also pointed with
scepticism to the billions and billions
of dollars lost to the nation’s rampant,
notorious corruption, a cancer which
affects all levels of the economy and
government.

Banners in the Lagos demon-
strations featured the slogan “Stop
corruption, not the subsidy” and
protesters re-named the president
“Bad luck” Jonathan. Although he
was supported by labour unions in
his April re-election, Jonathan’s New
Year’s surprise engendered strong
opposition from a wide spectrum of
Nigerian society.

Indeed, while the Nigerian gov-
ernment expected protests, it seems
to have been caught off-guard by the
immensity and fervour of the nation-
wide uprising as ordinary Nigerians
vented their frustrations with larger
issues like poor governance and eco-
nomic inequality. Some commentators
hoped the mass protests would lead
to a “Nigerian Spring.”

Tens of thousands of Nigerians
protested in the streets of the commer-
cial centre of Lagos, the governmental
capital of Abuja, and the largest city
in northern Nigeria, Kano. Banks and
businesses were shut, schools vacated,
international flights cancelled, and the
country’s main port closed.

While the demonstrations mostly
were described as peaceful and
orderly, Nigerian media reported 13
protesters killed and scores injured

its members to stop working, an action
that would have drastically affected
the country’s production of two mil-
lion barrels a day.

Since many of the operations
are automated, the strike would not
necessarily have entirely shut down
oil production, but certainly would
have sent shockwaves throughout the
global capitalist economy. The mem-
bers of the second largest oil labour
union, the Nigeria Union of Petroleum
and Natural Gas Workers, already had
stopped working in solidarity with the
nationwide strike.

Pengassan officials suspended
the strike in favour of negotiations.
president Jonathan announced that
fuel prices would be cut by a third and
promised to tackle corruption in the
oil industry. Although he emphasised
the price cut was temporary, unions

The removal of the fuel subsidy
struck ordinary Nigerians very
hard as the price of gas doubled.

by the police. Curfews were enacted
by local governments in cities across
Nigeria.

The nationwide strike entered a
new stage when the nation’s oil work-
ers threatened to disrupt the heart of
the Nigerian economy. The Petroleum
and Natural Gas Senior Staff
Association of Nigeria (Pengassan),
the biggest oil labour union, ordered

called off the nationwide strike so
that Nigerians could return to work
and school.

Pengassan president Babtunde
Ogun labelled the government’s
removal of the fuel subsidy “illegal,
hasty, without consultation, and
lacking in transparency”. Ordinary
Nigerians consider the two-decade-
old subsidy the only perk they enjoy

from Nigeria’s oil wealth. Neo-liberal
economists argue the subsidy discour-
ages investment in local refineries and
fosters corruption.

The removal of the fuel subsidy
struck ordinary Nigerians very hard as
the price of gas doubled. While there
is a popular perception of fabulously
wealthy Nigerians living in mansions
and driving the latest luxury cars,
fostered in “Nollywood” films and
the so-called prosperity Christian
churches, at least two-thirds of
Nigerians live on less than US$1.25
a day. The continent’s most populous
nation and sub-Saharan Africa’s sec-
ond largest economy is a country of
extremes, where the super-rich live
next to the destitute poor.

And despite being Africa’s
number one oil producer, account-
ing for 80 percent of the nation’s
revenues, Nigeria imports 70 percent
of its fuel since it does not have suf-
ficient refining capacity.

Nigeria is the fifth largest oil
exporter to the United States, which
maintains a significant military
presence in the resource-rich West
African sub-region, through its infa-
mous AFRICOM program. Most of
the oil is derived from offshore oil
platforms owned by foreign firms
like Exxon Mobil and Royal Dutch
Shell, the latter famously accused
of environmental degradation and
complicity in human rights abuses
in the Niger Delta.

In short, oil production in Nigeria
is a case study in neo-liberal econom-
ics and the threatened shutdown by
oil workers would have had global
ramifications. Yet, the government’s
reversal on ending fuel subsidies
displays the power workers have
to potentially disrupt the capitalist
economy.

People’s World &

Unions tell world leaders:
Choose “jobs” or “‘social collapse”

Mark Gruenberg

GENEVA, Switzerland: The
world’s unions are delivering a
strong message to international
political and business leaders:
Create jobs — millions of jobs — or
face the consequences.

Those consequences include
everything from a widening income
chasm between the rich and the
rest of the world to a social col-
lapse, according to a top world
union leader, who in turn is backed
by a report prepared for the busi-
ness and political leaders, who
will meet on January 25-29 at the
World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland.

Global Risks 2012, released on
January 11, paints a gloomy picture
of the current and future world
economy. Philip Jennings, general
secretary of UNI, an international
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global union organisation covering
service sector workers, says respon-
sibility for pulling the world out of
its prolonged economic slump rests
squarely with private capital and
public investment in the US.

The rest of the world neither
developed the right policies nor
created the political pull to drag
the globe and world workers out of
the recession, Jennings told Press
Associates Union News Service in
an exclusive telephone interview
from Switzerland.

Jennings is the top union leader
who will present labour’s findings
at the meeting in Switzerland to
both labour ministers from the G-20
— the 20 richest world economies
—and to G-20 presidents, prime
ministers, and leading business
executives.

He says all of them must unite
to create jobs, like they did in 2008

to pull the world back from the
brink of a second Great Depression,
after the financial collapse. The
report, prepared by the World
Economic Forum’s own staff, says
the world needs 80 million jobs

to get back to pre-crisis levels of
employment, and 600 million over
the next decade.

US economists say even though
the US economy has created three
million jobs, it needs 10 million
more. Jennings told PAI that busi-
ness must invest to provide them.

“What we’re seeing right now
isn’t working,” he said, referring
to government fiscal retrenchment,
tax hikes, and job cuts in European
countries and the US. “It would
be good for your country” and the
world “if people raised the question
of why US businesses are sitting
on US$2 trillion” in un-invested
capital.
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“Your housing system is in
trouble, your infrastructure is of
third world quality, your unemploy-
ment is high. Why aren’t they doing
anything about it?” he asked of US
businesses and officials.

The Obama administration
offered a job-creation package,
including rebuilding infrastructure,
extending jobless benefits, retrofit-
ting buildings for energy efficiency,
and funnelling money to state and
local governments, all of which
organised labour strongly supports.

But the Republican House
majority and Senate Republican fili-
busters stymied all those measures,
except jobless benefits. In a sepa-
rate interview, peak union body,
AFL-CIO, legislative director Bill
Samuel gave a mixed outlook for
progressive legislation this year: he
said a two-year infrastructure bill
is possible and extension of jobless
benefits is likely. The rest is not.

That leaves the problem up
to private business, which has to
weigh the risk — highlighted by
the report — that the widening gap
between the wealthy few and the
rest of the world, along with lack
of jobs, could lead to social unrest
worldwide.

That’s especially important,
Jennings noted, because the current
worldwide recession “is not the
normal type of business collapse”
but caused by the widening income
and wealth gap and by the shift of
capital to financial instruments and
away from productive uses, accord-
ing to the report. That shift makes
recovery harder.

“We have to get increased job
growth back on the world agenda,
because that leads to increased
consumption”, which leads to more
growth.

Besides, he noted, workers’
wages still account for some 70
percent of US gross domestic
product, and workers’ consumption
here drives the world economy. But
US workers’ purchasing power is
drained by weakened US unions,
which cannot often demand a
greater share for workers in the
profits of production — though such
a greater share would lead to more
purchases, consumption, jobs, and
investment.

“This is more of a political
argument than an economic argu-
ment,” Jennings says. “But the US
business community has crushed
the union movement — and America
is paying the price in its economy.”

Jennings said he will tell the
world’s political and business lead-
ers there’s a possibility of world-
wide social collapse. Academic
research, he added, reveals three
factors that could lead to such. One
is income inequality itself. The
second is governmental austerity.
And the third is “the perception of
unfairness, along with the percep-
tion of society not caring about it.”

“They have to realise that what
we’re seeing now is not sustain-
able” for the world, its workers or
for their own good, Jennings added.
“There’s potential for social col-
lapse as well.”

People’s World &
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Greece:

Decisive escalation
of the struggle

A truly major and tough strike
against the employers was organ-
ised on January 17 by the three
Labour Centres in the wider
Athens region after the exertion of
a great deal of pressure by PAME’s
(All Workers Militant Front) forces
and also in one of the country’s
other large cities Volos, where the
strike was called by the base-level
unions at the initiative of PAME’s
forces.

The aim of the strike was for the
working class to respond to the bar-
rage of anti-worker measures which
it is receiving from the government of
the black front, the coalition of gov-
ernment of PASOK (social democrat),
ND (conservatives), LAOS (far right)
and the Troika (the IMF, European
Commission, European Central Bank).
These measures include making
labour relations more flexible, plans
for the further reduction of salaries
by 150-200 euros per month and the
abolition of seasonal bonuses in the
private sector.

Also the individualisation of
social insurance based on perform-
ance, privatisations, savage taxation
through the head-taxes which have
brought families from the working
class and popular strata to their knees
sending hundreds of thousands of
families into destitution, soup kitch-
ens and homelessness. It is indicative

that thousands of families have not
paid the head-tax which came with
their electricity bill. The government
has started to send teams to cut the
electricity supply to families from the
popular strata.

It was no accident that the strike
coincided with the arrival of the
Troika’s delegation in Greece to
elaborate jointly with the government
the strengthening of the anti-worker
offensive to the benefit of capital. It
is characteristic that in a matter of a
few weeks the employers have been
gifted with new subsidies, privileges,
with the provocative increase in the
number of subsidised businesses.
In addition, there is the creation of
industrial zones where now by law
there will be a complete immunity
for capital and the salaries of the
workers will be cut. At the same
time the ship-owners acquired new
privileges with the full liberalisation
which they impose via the abolition
of the cabotage.

This strike as well as its prepara-
tion had a further special contribution
as it took place in solidarity with
striking steel-workers. And in the two
cities where the strike was organised,
the atmosphere was provided by the
steelworkers of Greek Steelworks,
with bits three factories closed by
the strike.

This was preceded by the strike

R

in the region of \olos, in the metal
sector, which opened a second front
exerting as much pressure as possible
on the industrialist who has carried
out over 65 dismissals in Greek
Steelworks. The striking workers in
the Athens factory and their trade
union, which belongs to PAME,
remain unbowed for 80 days while
the noose is tightening around the
industrialist-owner of the company,
as the big strike was the second in

Dump austerity pact,
demands Sinn Fein

Tom Mellen

Sinn Fein has called on the Fine
Gael-Labour government to
promise to hold a referendum on
the planned EU fiscal pact, calling
it an “austerity treaty”.

Party president Gerry Adams
warned that the Treaty on Stability,
Co-ordination and Governance
will hand over control of the Irish
budget and fiscal policy to Brussels,
which would impose “destructive”
cuts.

“It is an austerity treaty. It is
bad politics and bad economics,”
Mr Adams said.

EU finance ministers are set to
discuss the treaty in Brussels this
week.

It would set up a “correction

mechanism” that would be trig-
gered “automatically” if EU mem-
ber states have budget deficits
greater than 0.5 percent of GDP.

If a government that signs the
treaty fails to pass a law within a
year effectively banning ministers
from running higher budget deficits,
the European Court of Justice could
fine that country with a fine of up to
0.1 percent of GDP.

The EU Commission wants the
treaty to enter into force as soon as
12 members of the 17-country euro-
zone have ratified it.

Sinn Fein deputy leader Mary
Lou McDonald said: “No mat-
ter what caveats the government
secures in the final draft, it is abso-
lutely imperative that the people are
allowed to have their say.

“It seems that the only negotiat-
ing strategy that the government has
is to avoid holding a referendum. If
the government insists on such an
undemocratic course of action, Sinn
Fein will seek legal advice and act
accordingly to ensure that the peo-
ple’s voice is heard.”

Dublin butcher Sean Smith
said: “We’re under German rule,
it’s as simple as that, and we’ll be
paying them back forever.”

Tommy Larkin, a mechanic
changing tyres and oil across the
road, added: “We’re squeezed to
the pips. | never had to watch my
money in the good times but that’s
all 1 do with my money now.”
Morning Star &

Prison officers walk in
riot threat warning

British prison officers have warned
that the rising jail population and
budget cuts will lead to more riots
and assaults.

The warning came after 100 pris-
on staff protested outside Nottingham
Prison over the increasing number of
assaults by inmates.

The staff at the category B prison,
which holds more than 500 inmates,
held a meeting outside the jail while
the prisoners were locked up over

lunch to highlight concerns over a
series of attacks.

Prison Officer Association general
secretary Steve Gillan said: “There
have been severe assaults on staff
and we’re saying that it’s totally
unacceptable.

“There are real problems with
the Crown Prosecution Service not
prosecuting cases of assault on prison
officers and we’re saying, ‘enough is
enough’.

“There are on average 2,800
reported assaults every year for the
last five years on prison officers and
in many of those cases the Crown
Prosecution Service has refused
to prosecute, stating it not to be in
the public interest, simply because
the prisoner is already serving a
sentence.”

Morning Star @&

five days. Up to now the industrialist
Manessis has covered his losses from
the long strike in the Athens factory
by doubling production in his other
two factories.

The metalworkers in Volos along
with all the class oriented forces in
the region fought in a hard battle
and won; organised and determined
against the police (the police director
in the wider region of Volos demanded
that the strikers declare their names),
trade union bureaucrats, strike break-
ing, MPs of the bourgeois parties
and the local media which claimed
that “PAME wants to close down the
factories”.

On January 12 it was the first time
in 24 years that all machines in the
compound of the Greek Steelworks
in Volos stopped working.

The employers were so furious
that during the second strike they a

shift of workers trapped in the factory
and ordered some of their lackeys to
hold a banner with slogans against
PAME. Despite this attempted strike-
breaking, the industrialist did not
manage to make the factory operate.

PAME organised a large rally in
Athens where the president of the
union in the Greek Steelworks G
Sifonios and other cadre of PAME
spoke. The class oriented forces
declared their determination to wage
an unwavering class struggle, to
continue the struggle in the Greek
Steelworks, to refuse any participation
in the so called “social dialogues”, to
organise “garrisons” in every working
class neighbourhood so as to prevent
the cutting off of electricity to any
family from the working class and
popular strata and to escalate the
struggle for a new general strike.
CP of Greece (interkke.g) &

Media worker

murdered

INn the Philippines

The International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) joins its affiliate
the National Union of Journalists
of the Philippines (NUJP) in con-
demning the murder on January 5
of Tatak News Nationwide publisher
Christopher Guarin in General
Santos City in the southern
Philippines.

Guarin was shot five times by
gunmen while driving his wife and
two children home from his office.
Police reported that Guarin was
shot along Conel Road in Barangay
Lagao at around 10:30pm. He
was declared dead on arrival at
the General Santos City Hospital.
Guarin’s wife was also slightly
wounded in the attack.

Police are yet to determine the
motive for the killing. However,
in an interview with local radio,
Guarin’s wife claimed that her
husband had received several death
threats in the days leading up to the
murder.

“The IFJ is deeply con-
cerned that 2012 has begun with

a continuation of the increased
attacks on media professionals that
we saw in the Philippines in 2011,”
IFJ Asia-Pacific Director Jacqueline
Park said.

“We call upon President
Benigno Aquino to honour his pre-
election commitment to defend
press freedom in the Philippines, by
seeing that all media workers’ mur-
ders are investigated and punished
quickly, irrespective of potential
motives.”

Guarin is the first media
worker to have been killed in the
Philippines so far this year. In 2011,
six media workers were killed in
the Philippines.

Guarin’s death comes soon
after the second anniversary of
the Ampatuan Town Massacre on
November 23, 2009, in which 32
media workers were killed in a
massacre of 58 people. Fourteen
of the media workers killed in the
massacre were from General Santos
City. &
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Bosses wield the whip

The Cabinet re-shuffle announced
by the Prime Minister on December
13 sees a new face in the workplace
relations portfolio. As the main-
stream conservative media report,
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Mr Shorten faces twin pressures
from employers and unions to
“reform” the Fair Work Act.

Although the Fair Work Act went
a little way to correcting the myopic
agenda under the WorkChoices leg-
islation, the tables in no way have
been turned in favour of the working
class, as many employers are lining
up to claim.

How can it possibly be credible
to insist that unions have too much
power when profits and executive
salaries continue to rise to obscene
levels, and when the casualisation of
the workforce reaches upwards of 40
percent, accompanied by a diminution
in rights and entitlements.

Make no mistake, power in
today’s workplaces is firmly located

$30 (+ $8 p&p)

$25 (+ $8 p&p)

ditors

in the hands of managers and, behind
them, shareholders. For all the talk
of flexibility, participation and the
demise of unions as employers seek to
capture the hearts and minds of their
workers, when it comes to job cuts
and erosion of working conditions,
the bosses hold the whip hand.
Chrys Gunasekara
Sydney

Poor examples

Indonesian children imprisoned
in Australian adult prisons —
McClelland failed them. However,
so will Roxon. | spoke to Gillard
and Shorten about this pre-
dicament. They did nothing. They
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should reshuffle themselves out of
Cabinet.

At this time there is much self
regarding tension in Cabinet and
its midst — rather than focus on the
national interest, even the party inter-
est (which presumably intertwines
with the national interest), focusing on
the political “calling” they are caught
up in a swirl of petty jealousies and
rampant ambitions. You wouldn’t
believe how many of them consider
themselves Prime Ministerial material.
In their possession are a number of
polls, such as this one.

Results: the poll. — Who should
lead the ALP? Kevin Rudd or Julia
Gillard? Rudd 83.17% (10,419 votes)
Gillard 16.83% (2,109 votes).

The polls have upset them and
they are working on ways to buffer
their ascendancy to the “throes of
power” and to disenfranchise Kevin
Rudd. They have now secured “a
buffer” with the new Speaker of the
House!

Australians deserve them to be
honest, for them to focus on their
“calling” and not on personal ambi-
tions, and their maniacal id.

Example is everything.

Gerry Georgatos
Human Rights Alliance

Glaring contradictions

The USA and the EU among others
have condemned and acted against
the Syrian regime’s violent repres-
sion of democracy protestors. But
in glaring contrast these Western
countries have taken no actions
to support the peoples suffering
oppression in Bahrain and Yemen.

Despite the indiscriminate killing,
beatings and jailing of protestors
nothing has been done to help
these peoples or to denounce the
two governments’ severe brutality.

Even when 21 political activists
in Bahrain were given life sentences
for protesting and when 20 Bahraini
doctors and nurses who had treated
injured protestors were sentenced to
15, 10 and five years in prison none
of the Western nations condemned
these harsh punishments or took any
actions against the dictatorial rulers
in Bahrain.

Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the rest
of the Arab League have also strongly
expressed their criticism of Syria’s
repression. It is sad and shameful
though that while Saudi Arabia
condemns Syria’s cruel actions, the
West says absolutely nothing about
the brutality of the Saudi Arabian
regime against its own people and
its recent dominant role in the violent
suppression of peaceful dissent in
Bahrain. And while Turkey censures
Syria, the Turkish army continues
its brutal repression of the Kurdish
people and widespread human rights
abuses persist in Turkey.

The international community
should rightly concern itself with the
respect of the human rights of peoples
and censure mistreatment when it
occurs. But not selectively condemn
some countries, while allowing oth-
ers to carry out human rights abuses.
The silence of the USA, Britain,
France, Germany and others in the
face of this brutality of the peoples
in Bahrain and Yemen is nothing but
blatant hypocrisy.

Steven Katsineris
Vic
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The rich get
richer, and
the world gets
scarier

Early last year, British pressure group
Compass, with backing from the charitable
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust (remem-
ber Rowntree chocolates?) established
the High Pay Commission to investigate
persistent claims that boardroom pay had
become excessive.

After a year-long enquiry, the study
concluded that the pay of top FTSE executives
had risen on average by more than 4,000 percent
over the last 30 years. In contrast, average wages
in the UK today are just three times higher
than in 1980.

The study noted that the salary of former
Barclay’s chief executive John Varley was 169
times more than the wage of the average worker
in Britain today. In 1980, the top pay at Barclay’s
was just 13 times the average British wage.

Like the old adage says, the rich get richer
and the poor get screwed.

One aspect that was not dealt with in
the report but was picked up by various
commentators is that top executives vote
themselves these obscenely high salaries
regardless of how well the company is actually
doing. It amounts to a form of asset stripping:
whether the company succeeds or fails, no one
is going to ask for the money to be paid back.
They’re laughing all the way to the bank.

Meanwhile, at the end of November,
Britain’s Education Secretary, Michael Gove,
showed his keen grasp of the fundamentals of
music education by announcing — more or less
simultaneously — that he was sending a copy
of the King James Bible to all British schools
and that he was cutting a program that sought
to teach children from deprived backgrounds
to play a musical instrument.

The music program is based on Venezuela’s
El Sistema plan, which has produced youth
orchestra’s that have amazed music lovers
all over the world. John Summers, managing
director of the Hallé orchestra in Manchester,
said of Gove’s cuts: “There is a 20 percent
reduction between now and 2014 without even
factoring in inflation. That’s massive.” But
they will have a Bible with which to console
themselves.

Still in Britain, the giant union Unite has
taken up the case of the Reverend Mark Sharpe
who has been driven out of his Worcester parish
by a campaign of harassment that included
slashing his tyres and poisoning his dog. (No,
I don’t know why, but someone clearly had it
in for him.) The union’s attempts to take his
employer, the Church of England, to court over
the matter have been met by a denial by the
Church’s lawyers that they are his employers.
The church’s lawyers maintain that God is his
employer.

The clergy apparently are just “office
holders” and are not subject to the laws that
protect other workers.

While still on the subject of religion, did you
see at the end of last year where the Vatican’s
Chief Exorcist (yes, the Papacy has such a
thing) has condemned the Harry Potter books
and films and yoga as “evil”.

Don Gabriele Amorth has been the Vatican’s
chief exorcist for 25 years and has carried out
more than 70,000 exorcisms. Really, the mind
boggles!

Speaking in Umbria, Father Amorth said that
“Practising Yoga brings evil, as does reading
Harry Potter. They may both seem innocuous
but they both deal with magic and that leads
to evil.”

This medieval fool has a position of
authority in the Roman Catholic Church, and yet
he believes that “Yoga is the Devil’s work. You
think you are doing it for stretching your mind
and body but it leads to Hinduism [gasp!]. All
these oriental religions are based on the false
belief of reincarnation.”

Don Gabriele Amorth the Vatican’s chief exorcist.

Just in case you didn’t get the message he
went on to say: “Yoga turns devotees towards
Hinduism. Satan is always hidden and the thing
he desires more than anything is for people to
believe he does not exist. He studies each and
every one of us and our tendencies towards good
and evil and then he tempts us.”

What a ghastly collage of inhumane and
paranoid superstitions he must carry around
with him as he goes about exorcising evil spirits!

If he wants to see real evil, he should look at
the USA’s so-called “Missile Defence System”
which is being deployed across Europe, with all
its missiles aimed straight at Russia. Despite the
hideous cost of such a hi-tech arms race, Russia
has no choice but to respond. The Russian
military has established of a new generation of
over-the-horizon missile warning radar stations.
One has been set up in the Kaliningrad region,
monitoring all of Europe including Britain. A
second is located in the Krasnodar region of
Southern Russia and a third will be operational
in the Irkutsk region of Siberia some time this
year.

Developed by the Moscow Research Institute
of Long Distance Radio Communication, this
new generation of Voronezh-DM stations will
be able to detect all missile launches anywhere
and monitor airspace from the North Pole to the
Southern hemisphere. The new stations consume
40 percent less power than their predecessors
and can be redeployed quickly if necessary (in
other words, they’re mobile).

Cuba, on the other hand, with the likely
effects of global warming in mind, has
developed rice crops with increased resistance
to drought and salinity, as well as a genetically
modified corn for animal food that is resistant
to sand flies (a scourge of corn in Cuba itself).
Cuban scientists are also developing veterinary
vaccines against swine fever and cattle ticks,
while taking every precaution to guarantee
human and animal safety and to take into
account the toxicological and environmental
implications of genetic research. &
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Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sunday 29 January —
Sat 4 February

Perfect Terrorist (SBS

ONE Tuesday January 31
at 9.30pm) was made by PBS, the
USA’s not-for-profit public broadcast-
ing system. It is from their showcase
Frontline topical documentary unit
in co-production with ProPublica, a
non-profit corporation based in New
York City that describes itself as “an
independent non-profit newsroom that
produces investigative journalism”.

The story it tells is a murky one,
shrouded in mystery and secretive-
ness. Since it involves strong sugges-
tions of connivance between terrorist
fanatics and US intelligence (and
crime fighting) agencies, this is not
surprising.

The program tries to uncover
the facts surrounding the back-
ground, associates and activities of
a Pakistani terrorist who went by the
name of David Coleman Headley.
An American citizen, Headley was
the upper-class child of a mixed
American/Pakistani marriage, from
social elites on both sides.

A drug dealer, Headley turned
informant for the Drug Enforcement
Agency when caught trying to smug-
gle drugs into the US. Informing on
his associates was a tactic he would
use more than once when caught
by police. His record as an inform-
ant for the DEA stood him in good
stead when he graduated from drugs
to terrorism on behalf of Pakistan’s
shadowy Intelligence Service, the ISI.
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74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills. No item more than $6.00. Great gift ideas from out of left field.
A Central Branch CPA initiative.

Although US agencies knew
about or suspected his involvement
in this area, he seemed to be untouch-
able, and investigations simply did not
happen. And why does this matter?
Because it was Headley who did all
the groundwork for the murderous
terror attacks in Mumbai on the night
of November 26, 2008 that left 166
people dead.

Headley identified landing places
for attackers coming by boat, mapped
the interiors of the hotel that was the
main target, located the town’s Jewish
centre, planned routes for attacking
the main railway station, etc.

When the ten Jihadists armed
with guns and grenades launched an
assault on multiple Mumbai targets,
Headley’s intelligence data complete
with GPS images and maps proved
invaluable.

The operation, by Lashkar-e-
Taiba, a Pakistani militant group
associated with the 1SI, was directed
by mobile phone from Pakistan by
Lashkar heavyweights Sajid Mir and
Major Igbal (almost certainly not his
real name). Indian Intelligence was
able to record Mir ordering the murder
of hostages in the hotel when efforts
to use them for bargaining a get away
proved fruitless.

Written, produced and directed
by Thomas Jennings, the program
devotes a bit too much time to shots
of the reporter Sebastian Rotella
gazing out the windows of cars or
taxis in cities in India and Pakistan.
What makes the program interesting
however is the clear indication of
official double dealing by agencies
(including US ones) that see the pro-
tection of their Intelligence “assets” as
more important than preventing drug
running and the killing of innocents.

When Headley’s next target
proved to be white people in Denmark
(unlike brown people in India), US
authorities arrested him but once again
did another deal with him (in return
for him ratting out his associates
again). He is now “in federal custody
at an undisclosed location”.

Putin, Russia And

The West (SBS ONE
Wednesdays from
February 1 at 9.30pm)

ladimir Putin is an interesting

figure whose ultimate role in
Russia’s history remains unclear as
yet. | have met Comrades who think
Putin personally is the deliberate
instrument of restoring capitalism in
Russia and others who dismiss that
as much too simplistic. Certainly, he
has no love for the Communist Party
of the Russian Federation.

A few years ago, a Scandinavian
newspaper asked Putin “Why did you
leave the Party?” to which his reply
was the very interesting “I never left
the Party, the Party left me.”

In the first five years after the
overthrow of socialism in Russia,
free enterprise shouters and other
“entrepreneurs” looted and exported
abroad more wealth from Russia than
was lost in WW?2! All the major state
enterprises were seized by profiteers
intent on becoming very rich men.

When drink-sodden Russian
president Boris Yeltsin elevated KGB-
trained Putin from head of security
to Prime Minister, Russia was broke,
unable to pay wages to state employees
or pensions, let alone foreign debts.
Yeltsin resigned and cleared off (with
his own share of loot) to the fleshpots
of the Riviera. Putin stepped into his
vacated position as President.

The four-part documentary series
Putin, Russia And The West (SBS
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ONE Wednesdays from February
1 at 9.30pm) delves into what hap-
pened next, in one of those modern
reportages composed mainly of
quotes on camera by “key players”,
interspersed with TV news footage
of major events at the time.

Key interviews include Putin’s
first prime minister and his foreign,
defence and economic ministers.
The West’s side of events is told by
Condoleezza Rice and Colin Powell,
amongst others. Of course, these
people all have a vested interest in
presenting their own side of the story
in the best possible light, and trying to
see past the inevitable spin is some-
times difficult. Would you believe
anything Condoleezza Rice said? Not
without independent corroboration.

Nevertheless, this is by nature
riveting material, and however much
we can quarrel with the analysis (what

there is of it) it is never less than
interesting. One thing stands out in
episode one of this BBC production:
there is no mention by anyone on the
Russian side of “the working class”,
or indeed anything even remotely
hinting at a class perspective.

Edited out, or was it never there?

Incidentally, Condoleezza Rice
said last week that Putin’s re-election
as President would likely hasten the
coming of a pro-democracy uprising
in Russia. In this first episode we see
the formation of a “pro democracy”
movement there called “Free Russia”.
And who set it up? One of the richest
men in the country, an oil tycoon,
one of the notorious oligarchs. His
intention was to use “Free Russia” as
a tactic in his battle with the govern-
ment over oil revenue. Putin crushed
him and added his company’s reserves
to those of the state oil company. &
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Socialism

Anna Pha

“It becomes increasingly obvious
for millions of working people that
the crisis is a crisis of the system.
It is not faults within the system
but the system itself that is faulty,
generating regular and periodic
crises.” This was one of the con-
clusions of the 13th International
Meeting of Communist and
Workers’ Parties held in Athens
from December 9-11, 2011.
Seventy-eight communist and
workers parties from 61 countries,
including the Communist Party
of Australia, took part in the
meeting which was hosted by the
Communist Party of Greece (KKE)
under the theme “Socialism is the
future!”

In a statement issued by the meet-
ing (see page 6), the parties point
out: “It [the crisis] results from the
sharpening of the main contradic-
tion of capitalism between the social
character of production and the private
capitalist appropriation and not from
any version of the management policy
of the system or from any aberration
based on the greed of some bankers
or other capitalists or from the lack
of effective regulatory mechanisms. It
highlights the historical boundaries of
capitalism and the need to strengthen
the struggles for anti-monopoly anti-
capitalist ruptures, the revolutionary
overthrow of capitalism.”

The meeting was opened by
Comrade Aleka Papariga, general
secretary of the KKE, who spoke
about the extensive ideological and
political groundwork that went into
the preparations for today’s strug-
gles in Greece, within the KKE and
Communist Youth (KNE) and also
amongst working class and other
popular social strata.

She pointed out that, “in the face
of the toughness and complexity of
the struggle, in the face of the intran-
sigence of the enemy” a defensive
stance will not achieve results. This is
“because we are in the conditions of
an assault which aims to abolish gains
won in the 20th century particularly
after the Second World War in Europe.

Escalate class struggle
“What is required today is the
planning and the escalation of the
class struggle, to erect obstacles — as
far as possible — in the way of the
worst measures which are on the
horizon, to delay new decisions and
to buy time for the counterattack, the
outcome of which must be directed
to the overthrow of the power of the
monopolies, the bourgeois political
system, for working class-people’s
power, socialism,” Papariga said.
Around 75 delegates made a
contribution to the discussion address-
ing political, ideological, economic,
social and historical questions. These
ranged from a theoretical analysis of
past experiences such as the counter-
revolution in the former Soviet Union
and its lessons for today, through to
the issues and tasks confronting the
communist movement in today’s
conditions. Delegates shared experi-
ences of their struggles, the impact
of the capitalist crisis, government
policies, their party’s approach, and

raised the growing aggressiveness
of imperialism and the dangers of
fascism and war.

The communist parties work
under a wide range of conditions
from being in government attempt-
ing to build socialism or being part
of a bourgeois government through
to illegality and the constant threat
of being assassinated or jailed. The
characteristics of their struggles
reflect these differences. There are
also tactical, ideological and politi-
cal differences in approach between
parties on such issues as alliances and
the transition to socialism. There was
a strong sentiment that the struggle
cannot be limited to a struggle to
hang on to past gains or to return to
the past. As the final statement says:

Capitalist barbarity

“The overthrow of capitalism
and the construction of socialism
constitute an imperative need for
the peoples.” Delegates called on
working people, farmers, and rural
workers, women and young people
to struggle together to put an end to
capitalist barbarity.

“Only socialism can create the
conditions for the eradication of
wars, unemployment, hunger, misery,
illiteracy, the uncertainty of hundreds
of millions of people, the destruction
of the environment. Only socialism
creates the conditions for development
according to the contemporary needs
of the workers.”

The meeting salutes “the grow-
ing popular struggles releasing huge
emancipatory potential against impe-
rialism, against capitalist exploitation
and oppression, and for the social,
labour and social security rights of
workers all over the world.”

Imperialist aggression
The statement also warns of

the dangers of the intensification of

imperialist aggressiveness:

“There are already several
regional points of tension and wars
and they are multiplying: in Asia and
Africa, in the Middle East with the
increasing aggressiveness of Israel
particularly against the Palestinian
people. At the same time we note the
rising of neo-Nazi and xenophobic
forces in Europe, the multifaceted
interventions, threats and the offen-
sive against the people’s movements
and the progressive political forces
in Latin America. Militarisation is
being reinforced. The risk for a gen-
eral conflagration at a regional level
becomes even greater. In this sense
the expansion and strengthening of
the anti-imperialist social and political
front and the struggles for peace in the
direction of eradicating the causes of
imperialist wars are fundamental.”

There was a strong desire for
greater unity and co-ordination of
struggles by communist and workers’
parties. This is reflected in a statement
adopted by the meeting for a main
areas of joint actions for the coming
period. These include International
Women’s Day (March 8), May Day
(May 1), the anniversary of the
Great Socialist October Revolution
(November 7), a front against impe-
rialist aggressiveness centred around
the 25th Summit of NATO in Chicago
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Anna Pha at the 13th International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties held in Athens.

(May 20-21), the 130th anniversary
of the birth of Georgi Dimitrov (June
18), the blockade of Cuba and Cuban
Five. There will be actions in defence
of the environment and against capi-
talist destruction and appropriation of
natural resources.

The Parties also agreed to the
promotion of an international front
against imperialism and the support
of international anti-imperialist mass
organisations, the World Federation
of Trade Unions, the World Peace
Council, the World Federation of
Democratic Youth, and the Women’s
International Democratic Federation.

International
solidarity

The importance of international-
ism, which is at the heart of these
annual meetings of communist and
workers parties, was reflected in the
solidarity resolutions before delegates.
There were 16 specific resolutions
expressing solidarity and a political
position on specific issues and strug-
gles which Parties could sign on an
individual basis. These included
support for the Palestinian people,
opposition to military intervention
in Iran, support for the struggles of
the working class in Greece, several
on Latin America and Cuba, and the
Cyprus problem.

One of the highlights of the meet-
ing was an event of internationalist
solidarity in honour of the fraternal
delegations organised by the KNE
delegates.

In his welcoming speech to del-
egates, Thodoris Chionis, secretary

of the Central Council of the KNE,
briefly outlined the history of the
Communist Youth and their work in
Greece. He spoke about the role that
the KNE is playing in the current
struggles in Greece, in educating
young militants “in a communist way”
and in renewing the ranks of the KKE
with new working men and women
of a young age.

“The future belongs to the youth,
this is obvious and we do not need to
prove it. The question is which youth
will take the future in its hands, the
youth of the exploited class or the
exploiting class. The young working
men and women, the youth of the
popular strata cannot expect anything
from the old historically obsolete
capitalist system, which is in its final
imperialist stage. Their future for a
better life, for the satisfaction of their
needs is directly connected to their
participation and contribution to the
development of the class struggle,
the overthrow of capitalist barbarity,
the construction of the new, of the
socialist system.”

Solidarity

A number of delegates paid a
lunchtime visit to the picket line
of Helliniki Halivourgia (Greek
Steelworks) on Sunday December
11, where 400 workers had been on
strike for over 40 days. The employer
is the first in the industry attempting to
impose five-hour working days with
wage cuts and casual employment on
its workforce.

Since the strike began on October
31, 34 workers had been sacked, but
the employer’s stand-over tactics have

only made the workforce more deter-
mined than ever. The highly profitable
steelworks is leading the charge for
other companies in the industry. It is
attempting to casualise its workforce,
and impose five-hour working days
with wage cuts, flexible employment
relationships and unpaid overtime.
The blackmail threats continue, the
most recent is the threat of 180 more
sackings.

The workers, with the support
of the All Workers Militant Front
(PAME) are demanding the re-hiring
of all dismissed workers and a return
to the hours of work and wages pro-
vided for in their agreements.

The day of the visit was
“Children’s Day”. Santa Clause was
there delivering presents to the chil-
dren of the striking workers, which
had been organised by the Women’s
Committee. The foreign delegates
were warmly welcomed, their solidar-
ity very much appreciated.

The KKE is to be congratulated
on its outstanding organisation and
hospitality which contributed so much
to the success of the meeting. The pro-
vision of documents, organisation of
accommodation, transportation, excel-
lent meeting facilities, the work of the
interpreters, and all the other assist-
ance provided to delegates reflects the
capacity of a great party that is in the
midst of an intense struggle.

The final statement, main areas
of joint actions, delegates’
contributions, list of participating
parties and solidarity resolutions
are available on the Solidnet
Website: www.solidnet.org &
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