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Peter Mac

Pressure is mounting on the federal govern-
ment to establish a national dental care 
scheme, because of an alarming report 
presented to the government last week by 
the National Advisory Council on Dental 
Health (NACDH).

However, the government has deferred 
taking action to deal with the situation, and 
there are indications that if it does change the 
current arrangements they will take the form 
of a subsidised private insurance system, rather 
than an extension of Medicare.

Although the report recommends urgent 
action to deal with national dental health care 
problems, the government has stated that the 
report could not be released until after the 
announcement of next year’s budget, because 
it is of an “interim nature”. Nevertheless, the 
Greens have received copies and have revealed 
the report’s fi ndings and recommendations.

The report has revealed that shockingly 
poor dental health is widespread among those 

on low incomes, and that the disparity between 
the richest and poorest is very high.

For example, the report indicates that 17 
percent of the lowest income group have no 
teeth, because they cannot afford regular dental 
check-ups, compared with only 0.3 percent of 
those in the highest income group.

The report recommends the establishment 
of a national dental health plan, and provides 
a number of options for the implementation of 
such a plan, One option, surely the most simple 
and direct, involves an extension of the current 
chronic dental disease scheme, which is part of 
the Medicare scheme.

The NACDH report’s fi ndings have been 
confi rmed by a second report commissioned by 
the Brotherhood of St Laurence, which found 
that 50 percent of Aboriginal people and 40 per-
cent of people with incomes less than $20,000 
per annum have untreated tooth decay, and that 
children in the poorest areas had 70 percent more 
tooth decay than well-off children.
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Dear Comrades, Guardian readers, 
supporters and friends,

2011 witnessed an increase in class struggle 
all over the world and the people’s fight back 
for democratic rights, jobs and peace. We also 
witnessed the speeding up of the climate crisis 
with the devastating floods in Queensland and 
earthquakes in NZ and Japan. Climate change 
highlights that the world can no longer support 
imperialism with its profit-driven nature and wars.

Our Party commemorated the 60th anniversary 
of the defeat of the referendum to ban the 
Communist Party. It was a victory for democratic 
and civil rights. We also celebrated the 1500th 
edition of The Guardian, a milestone for the 
communist press in Australia.

The Australian trade union movement had several 
successful industrial disputes for better wages and 
conditions and to retain gains won over the last 
100 years of struggle.

A not so happy highlight of this period was the 
use of lock outs by bosses. Qantas boss Allan Joyce 
grounded the fleet and threatened to destroy 
local jobs. The Fair Work decision to stop the 
action overruled Qantas but also overruled the 
workers’ protected industrial action.

Workers united in organised struggle against Fair 
Work Australia’s “unfair” decisions when nurses 

in Victoria defied a ruling and maintained their 
industrial action.

The grounding of Qantas put the importance of 
bringing strategic services back into public hands 
squarely on the agenda – an objective the Party 
will continue to campaign for in 2012.

In 2011 the US Occupy Wall Street movement 
spread quickly to hundreds of cities around the 
world. Unions and community in solidarity may 
well play an important role in this class struggle in 
2012.

The Australian government continues to 
participate in wars against the will of the majority 
of the Australian people. We send condolences 
to families who have lost their sons, partners, 
brothers and fathers in Afghanistan.

The government participates in invasions overseas 
but does not accept responsibility for the refugees 
these unrests create. Willing to abandon their 
treaty obligations they sought offshore solutions 
including the “Malaysian solution”. In a victory 
for justice the courts ruled against this. Now an 
onshore approach has been taken, but pressure 
will be needed to make sure the Australian 
government properly funds and supports these 
vulnerable people in 2012.

2011 saw the democratic revolutions in the Middle 
East and strikes and other protests in Europe. 

The struggle for democratic change continues in 
many countries and we hope the workers and the 
people united will bring about change in their best 
interests.

We remained constant in our support for the 
struggle for Palestinian rights and in opposition to 
the occupier Israel and its supporters, the US and 
some of its neo-colonialist allies.

The Australian government welcomed US 
President Barrack Obama to our country, agreeing 
to station 2,500 Marines in Darwin as part of a new 
US focus on the Asia-Pacific-Indian Ocean region 
that could bring war to our doorstep.

Prime Minister Gillard and the minority Labor 
government continue to govern in the interests of 
the powerful corporations and against the people. 
We expect more struggles for the environment, 
workers rights, jobs, housing, education, health 
and in defence of our sovereignty in 2012 and like 
many we would like to see our troops back home 
in the New Year.

We send all our members and Guardian readers 
warm season’s greetings and the very best for the 
New Year 2012.

Hannah Middleton Vinnie Molina
General Secretary  President

This is the last Guardian for 2011.

The first Guardian for 2012 will be January 25
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PRESS FUND
What a year! Local and international struggles over dictatorships, 
the arms race, climate change, refugees, poverty, exploitation and 
oh so many other issues! The Press Fund is a crucial element in 
enabling us to keep readers up to date with these developments 
because it enables us to purchase materials and keep up with new 
technology. This year, thanks to your contributions, we at long last 
succeeded in reaching our Press Fund goal of $14,000! However, 
we would still like to reach a new mark of $15,000 before the end 
of the year, so please keep those contributions coming in over our 
holiday break. We acknowledge with sincere thanks all those who 
gave us much-appreciated support throughout the year, including 
the following, who contributed to this week’s final edition for the 
year 2011:
Natasha, in memory of Peter Symon, $100.
Mark Manion $10, June Ayres $50, “Round Figure” $10.
This week’s total: $170 Progressive total: $14,490

2012 – Tougher challenges, 
stiffer resistance

As The Guardian takes its New Year’s break, very dark clouds 
are gathering on the world’s political horizon. The global, capitalist 
economic crisis is deepening rapidly. The US government has imposed 
intolerable conditions for its working people. The European Union is 
in turmoil and two countries, so far, have virtually surrendered their 
sovereignty and had direct rule by representatives of fi nance capital 
forced on them.

This year the US directed a bombing campaign on Libya that fol-
lowed on the systematic destabilisation of that country’s government. 
Syria and Iran are now in imperialism’s cross hairs as the US unfolds 
its plans for a new, more compliant Middle East. The US, with the 
Australian government’s help, continues to thwart effective measures 
to tackle climate change that will devastate the impoverished global 
South fi rst.

Everywhere we look we can see threats from imperialism and the 
ramping up of tensions that could lead to war. The Australian govern-
ment is playing a dangerous role with its latest, disgraceful decision 
to allow the stationing of Marines at what will be a new US military 
base in the Northern Territory. The 13th International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers’ Parties held in Athens at the end of last 
week made the position clear in part of a statement endorsed by the 
representatives of parties from 59 countries in attendance:

“The intensity of the crisis, its global synchronisation, the prospect 
of the slow, weak recovery intensify the diffi culties of the bourgeois 
forces in managing the crisis, leading to the sharpening of the inter-
imperialist contradictions and rivalries while the danger of imperialist 
wars is being strengthened.”

Impoverishment and war – it’s the familiar, inevitable consequence 
of capitalist rule. Another feature of class exploitative societies is that 
the oppressed and marginalised will fi ght back and strive for a better 
life. We saw it with the massive struggle of the Egyptian people to be 
rid of the Mubarak dictatorship and usher in democratic rule. That 
struggle is far from over.

In the US there has been the Occupy movement against the domi-
nance of the “one percent” over the lives of ordinary people. In Europe, 
huge protests have followed the imposition of austerity measures in 
the UK, Spain, Greece and elsewhere. In Greece workers have staged 
22 general strikes against the deeper and deeper cuts accompanying 
instalments of the bailout of the bankrupt economy. The anger and 
resistance are not wilting; they’re growing.

Workers in Australia have shown their determination to maintain 
hard-won rights and conditions. Nurses in Victoria, waterside work-
ers and Qantas workers were in the forefront of the resistance to a 
government and employer offensive that has not abated. In fact, 2012 
promises to be a year of tense struggle in the workplace as big busi-
ness presses for more “fl exibility” and a cheaper workforce with the 
global economic crisis trotted out as the excuse. The environmental 
movement and the peace movement will also have their hands full. It 
should be remembered that the Australian military is still bogged down 
in a shooting and bombing war at the side of US and NATO forces of 
occupation in Afghanistan. The attacks on Aboriginal communities 
continue and the rights of asylum seekers are still being denied.

Some people have the habit of making New Year’s resolutions. As 
a pivotal year in the battle for survival unfolds, the Communist Party 
of Australia invites you to follow through on the thought you might 
have had to join the Party. You don’t have to join the Party to fi nd 
yourself in the thick of the class struggle but membership will give 
the orientation necessary to see the way forward through the current 
struggles to a socialist society. That goal might seem a long way off 
and the forces aligned against us are considerable but socialism is the 
only way to that brighter future we all aspire to. The alternatives now 
clearly before us are socialism or what they used to call “barbarism” 
in the classic works of Marxism.

An old saying goes that for the thousands thrashing away at the 
leaves and the branches of a problem, there’s a much smaller number 
digging away at its roots. The CPA would welcome you into its ranks, 
to join us in gathering the forces to uproot capitalism and move on 
to a humane, sustainable and peaceful future. Season’s greetings to 
all our readers.

Demand grows for 
dental care plan
Continued from page 1

Even after allowing for private 
health insurance, people pay 60 
percent of the cost of dental treat-
ment, compared with three percent 
of hospital bills under Medicare. 
People have huge waiting times for 
treatment under current public dental 
health arrangements. In one typical 
case quoted in this report a 44 year 
old patient has been waiting two years 
to have his wisdom teeth removed.

Poor dental health costs the 
national economy more than $1.3 bil-
lion per annum in direct and indirect 
costs, with the loss of at least a million 
work days and 600,000 school days.

A remedy long 
delayed

Because dental care is so highly 
specialised, dentists have come to 
be regarded as a distinct profession, 
quite separate from general medical 
practice. In Australia this impression 
has been reinforced by the failure to 
include dental coverage within the 
Medicare system.

However, this impression is 
highly misleading. Teeth certainly 
require specialised attention, but when 
all is said and done, they’re just part 
of the human body. Dentists must 
gain general medical qualifi cations 
in order to practice, and doctors in 
general practise are required to gain 
a working knowledge of dentistry.

Moreover, medical problems in 
other parts of the body may damage 
oral health, and dental ailments may 
adversely affect the general health of 
the patient – especially if untreated for 
long periods, as demonstrated vividly 

in the NACDH and Brotherhood of 
St Laurence reports.

As far as the provision of health 
coverage is concerned, the effective 
separation of dental treatment from 
the treatment of the rest of the body 
is totally artifi cial. Inclusion of dental 
coverage in the Medicare arrange-
ments was discussed before the 
system was established by the Hawke 
government, and has been the subject 
of numerous conferences, proposals 
and debates ever since.

A number of “stop-gap” schemes 
have been introduced, for example the 
current chronic dental disease scheme. 
But successive federal govern-
ments procrastinated over extending 
Medicare to provide a comprehensive 
national dental health care system. 
They seemed to prefer doing nothing 
at all about dental health, and doing 
it as slowly as possible.

A lethargic response
The government’s decision not to 

release the NACDH report until after 
the next budget was not because of the 
report’s “interim” nature.  Rather, the 
government wants to avoid any new 
initiative requiring major funding, 
prior to the government achieving 
its much-publicised goal of a debt-
free federal economy. The scheme 
recommended by the NACDH report 
is estimated to cost $9 billion over the 
next four years.

Rather than committing to a 
national dental health scheme imme-
diately, the government appears quite 
willing to prolong the appalling cur-
rent situation in order to achieve its 
rigid budget objectives.

It is entirely possible that the 

government would prefer not to intro-
duce a universal dental care scheme, 
or to defer indefi nitely making a 
decision on doing so. After all, it has 
been in offi ce for four years and has 
taken no serious action to deal with 
the dental health crisis.

It is also likely that if the govern-
ment agrees to make major changes 
to the current dental health care 
arrangements it wants the private 
health insurance industry to have a 
dominant position.

During discussions on the subject 
last year the government indicated it 
was considering introducing a scheme 
under which patients would be entitled 
to a government refund for dental 
bills, with the balance covered by 
private personal insurance, rather 
than simply extending Medicare to 
meet the current situation.

To put the government’s response 
in the kindest light it is just possible 
that it merely wants a little time to 
fully implement the NACDH report’s 
recommendations. Nonetheless, judg-
ing by its tight-lipped silence on the 
report, its refusal to release the docu-
ment to the public and its previous 
statements on the issue, it seems far 
more likely that the government’s 
primary purpose in introducing new 
dental health measures would be to 
prop up the health insurance industry.

We will need to scrutinise the 
government’s statements and actions 
in the coming months, in order to 
ensure that this does not happen, 
and that the public is not cheated 
of the chance to remedy our dental 
health crisis by the introduction of 
a free universal dental health care 
program. 

We won’t accept 
nuclear waste
Silvia Salisbury,
Auburn Branch CPA

Our Premier Barry O’Farrell 
has graciously decided to dump 
radioactive waste from the old 
Hunters Hill uranium smelter on 
the working class community of 
Lidcombe.

O’Farrell let slip that the waste 
will be stored at a facility on Weerona 
Road, Lidcombe run by the misnamed 
Department of Environment and 
Heritage. It seems the good people 
of Lidcombe are worth a lot less than 
the residents of wealthy Hunters Hill 
in the eyes of the Liberal government.

I know this area well having 
worked at the analytical laboratory in 
the same road for 25 years since the 
early 1970s. I was outraged to learn 
that the storage facility next door 
to where I worked has been storing 
nuclear waste for 20 years. This was 
kept secret by both Liberal and Labor 
state governments.

This area had been home to the 
Lidcombe Hospital now closed, 
a Multiple Sclerosis Centre, and 
Ferguson Lodge, a home for paraple-
gics, a TAFE college and a campus 
of Sydney University. All of these 
people, residents and workers had 
no idea they were next door to a 
nuclear waste facility, so much for 
accountability and our so called great 
democracy.

But worse still in recent years 

with increasing population density 
and the rapid rise of high rise in the 
Auburn local government area, the 
land that was occupied by Lidcombe 
Hospital was privatised and sold to 
the developer Australand.

In recent years Australand has 
developed a housing estate “Botanica” 
with more than 200 homes built next 
door to the nuclear waste storage 
facility. Within a one kilometre radius 
of the site is residential housing in 
Regents Park and Berala.

Residents are fuming, most mov-
ing into the area in the last two years 
not knowing the dark secret lurking 
next door. Residents are adamant 
they won’t accept becoming a dump-
ing ground for Nuclear Waste from 
Hunters Hill.

The Auburn local government 
area already has a high concentration 
of dirty industries which include a 
medical waste incinerator for most of 
metropolitan Sydney’s waste, a liquid 
waste facility, a large waste transfer 
station at Clyde and two other waste 
centres, all are in close vicinity of new 
residential housing developments.

Of course, local residents are 
angry that our suburb is being used as 
a dumping ground for Sydney’s toxic 
waste and a campaign is underway 
with petitions, a Facebook page pro-
testing nuclear waste being dumped 
in Lidcombe and so far 10,000 leafl ets 
have been distributed in the local 
area. 
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Tom Pearson

Employer groups are on the 
offensive to make it even harder for 
trade unions to take strike action 
and organise in the workplace. 
A recent meeting of 20 employer 
organisations drew up a hit list 
for changes to the Fair Work Act 
which is under review in January. 
The employers also have their 
sights set on a review of awards 
which is scheduled in mid-2012, 
hoping to strip them back. Citing 
pressure from international compe-
tition and “declining productivity”, 
the big end of town is out to slash 
wages and working conditions and 
wind back gains made by trade 
unions over more than 100 years 
of struggle.

While denying the existence of 
the class struggle, major corporates 
and their mates in government are 
becoming more and more militant 
as they lay into workers and their 
trade unions. Unions attempting to 
negotiate new enterprise agreements 
are being met with strong resistance 
and outrageous demands, often under 
pressure with threats of job cuts and 
offshoring.

The employer hit list for taking 
back trade union rights includes:
• Restoration of individual 

contracts
• Making it impossible to take 

“protected” industrial action
• Giving employers the power to 

deny right of entry
• Stripping awards – remove 

allowances

• Limits on content of EBAs – eg 
cannot contain provisions such as 
use of contractors, job guarantees, 
trade union rights

• Ban minimum shift requirements, 
penalty rates

• Repeal of unfair dismissal laws.
They expect absolute power in the 

workplace to dictate wages and work-
ing conditions and ban trade unions. 
But not complete deregulation – they 
expect far tighter regulations remov-
ing rights of trade unions to organise, 
take industrial action or negotiate 
collective agreements.

The Business Council of Australia 
is calling on the government to 
increase the number of migrants. 
Employers are pushing for open 
slather in the use of Section 457 visas 
which they use to exploit vulnerable 
labour on “third world” wages under 
the most appalling working and living 
conditions.

Without waiting for a Coalition 
government to deliver on their wish 
list, the corporate world, joined by 
state governments, have set upon 
workers and their unions with feroc-
ity. Not surprisingly, there has been 
an upsurge in struggle, resisting these 
attacks and in some cases going on the 
offensive by seeking improvements 
in wages and working conditions 
and the public services that many of 
them provide.

Nurses and police are among the 
latest to take to the streets defending 
public services and jobs. Qantas is 
leading the charge in the private sec-
tor against a workforce determined to 
defend their jobs.

Qantas effectively used a lockout 
to end a period of “protected action” 
which had been sought by the unions. 
It was the company’s action that 
created whatever economic fallout 
occurred. Yet, Qantas got what it 
wanted and the unions were punished. 
This is one area of the Fair Work Act 
that does need changing, but it does 
not appear to be on the employer list!

The unions made every attempt 
to negotiate an agreement with 
Qantas during the 21 days given 
by Fair Work Australia (FWA), but 
Qantas did not come on board. It 
hung out for arbitration by FWA 
where the odds are stacked heavily 
in its favour. (Not all of the unions’ 
claims are within the ambit of FWA 
arbitration.) The pilots are mounting 
a legal challenge to FWA’s decision 
to use its powers to end their right 
to take “protected action” which 
consisted of wearing colourful ties 
and making public announcements 
to passengers. Action that apparently 
posed a serious threat to the economy 
of Australia!

When Qantas set up its “low cost” 
(to run) airline Jetstar, there were fears 
that it would use it to undermine its 
employee’s wages and conditions and 
deunionise by stealth. These fears are 
being realised, with some foreign 
Jetstar crew on a base wage of $285 
per month and working shifts of up 
to 20 hours. Qantas carries only 18 
percent of the international traffi c in 
and out of Australia, down from 34 
percent ten years ago. It is not clear 
from its annual report what percentage 
Jetstar has taken up.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
was visibly stunned when Qantas 
suddenly shut the airline down. It 
appears now that she was nearing 
agreement for special arrangements 
with Qantas that would have seen it 
exempt from the Fair Work Act in 
regard to foreign crew on fl ights in 
and out of Australia. This would have 
seriously undermined the struggle by 
Australian crew to hold onto their jobs 
and conditions.

To its credit, it is still refusing 
employer demands to bring back indi-
vidual contracts, possibly as a trump 
card to keep trade unions on board in 
the next elections. This would give 

Labor a strong point of policy dif-
ferentiation with the Liberals.

The Gillard government is also in 
the process of trying to transfer the 
Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC) to the umbrella 
of FWA, contrary to earlier Labor 
promises to abolish the industrial 
police force and its draconian powers.

A broad movement is required, 
encompassing trade unions and the 
wider community, before there is 
any chance of signifi cant industrial 
relations reform that restores basic 
trade union rights and puts the inter-
ests of people before those of private 
profi t. 

Australia

Pete’s Corner

Growing 
class struggle 
against 
employer 
offensive

Report from 
detention
Geoff Turner

Yesterday I visited my friend 
Iyoub Khan Mohammed Ramees 
in Villawood Detention Centre to 
fi nd him anxious and depressed. 
During the last week of November 
( Ramees was confused on the 
exact day) Federal Agent Marc 
Dib from the Australian Federal 
Police Sydney Offi ce interviewed 
Ramees about an interview with 
ABC Radio.

The interview was conducted 
after the death by suicide of another 
detainee Jayasenga  Dayarathna  
(“Shooty” to his friends) and 
Ramees was responding from the 
heart.

Federal Agent Dib concentrated 
on the exact words that Ramees had 
used in the interview saying that he 
held a recording of the interview 
and either Ramees or the ABC 
was lying. He told Ramees that he 
would be returning next week with 
a letter for Ramees to sign.

I am not aware of any legisla-
tion or rules that prohibit detainees 

in immigration detention centres 
from talking to the media. Like 
other detainees Ramees has a great 
fear of the police. As a refugee he 
is fl eeing police and military states: 
the very reason he seeks asylum.

Ramees fears that interest by 
the Federal Police will have bear-
ing on his chances of remaining in 
Australia. Ramees has a history of 
instability whilst held in detention. 
He has suffered some very serious 
periods of depression and hope-
lessness leading to self harm and 
mutilation.

If detailed clinical records are 
not held by the Department of 
Immigration or Serco that would 
advise caution regarding any inter-
view by the Federal Police or any 
offi cial body with Ramees it is truly 
scandalous.

For the Federal Police to inter-
view Ramees with such history of 
unstable behaviour, after the suicide 
and funeral of his close friend, beg-
gars belief. 
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Community rallies by Vic nurses
Nurses, midwives, their families, 
patients and supporters held sepa-
rate rallies outside Ballarat Base 
Hospital, Wodonga Base Hospital 
and Mildura Base Hospital on 
December 9 as part of a community 
campaign to protect and improve 
safe nursing and midwifery staff-
ing levels.

As part of the current public sec-
tor nurses and midwives enterprise 
bargaining negotiations the Australian 
Nursing Federation (ANF) is seek-
ing improved nurse/midwife patient 
ratios in a range of speciality areas: 
emergency departments, midwifery, 
residential aged care (public), pallia-
tive care, transitional care and interim 
units, rapid assessment medical units, 
coronary care and perioperative, 
anaesthetic and post anaesthetic 
recovery unit. 

The ANF is also seeking new 
ratios in day surgery, dialysis, high 
dependency beds located outside a 
high dependency unit, day oncology 
and stroke beds. These areas have 
limited nursing numbers.

More than 30 rallies are sched-
uled across Melbourne and regional 
Victoria. Rallies have already 
been held at The Women’s, Royal 
Melbourne Hospital, Maroondah 
Hospital and Monash Medical Centre 
Clayton, Sale Hospital, Geelong 
Hospital, Colac Hospital and Latrobe 
Regional Hospital.

The hospitals’ Chief Executive 
Offi cers and Directors of Nursing 
and Midwifery have been invited to 
the rallies to outline their position 
on ratios, shift lengths, split shifts, 
four-hour shifts, skill mix, replacing 
nurses with health assistants as part 
of ratios and wages.

The  hospi ta l  employer 

representative, Victorian Hospitals’ 
Industrial Association (VHIA), and 
the Baillieu government want to 
replace nurses with health assistants as 
part of the ratio and replace eight-hour 
shifts with split shifts and four-hour 
shifts. This would mean the end of 
the guaranteed nursing and midwifery 
levels in Victorian public hospitals.

ANF Victorian Branch secre-
tary Lisa Fitzpatrick said: “Premier 
Baillieu, Minister Davis and the 
VHIA all say they want to keep nurse/
midwife patient ratios but they must 
explain how you maintain a ratio 
of one nurse to four patients if you 
replace the qualifi ed nurses with 
unlimited health assistants, if one of 
the nurses does a split shift and if one 
nurse goes home half way into the 
eight hour shift.

“Nurses and midwives will not 
go back to the bad old days of the 
1990s when the hospital system was 
in crisis and 400 hospital beds were 
closed permanently because of the 
nurse shortage,” she said.

“Nurses and midwives are hold-
ing these community rallies to say 
no to unlimited numbers of health 
assistants replacing nurses as part of 
the ratios, they say no to split shifts 
which didn’t work in the 1960s and 
they say no to unlimited four-hour 
shifts instead of eight-hour shifts,” 
Ms Fitzpatrick said.

She said Premier Baillieu was 
trying to save money by cutting 
nursing positions, but he can’t ignore 
the research by Professor of Nursing 
Dianne Twigg and Professor Christine 
Duffi eld who provide evidence that 
patient safety and patient care depends 
on the number of qualifi ed nurses. 
Higher qualifi ed nursing numbers are 
linked to better patient care. Lower 

nursing numbers are linked to poorer 
patient care with outcomes like higher 
infection rates, complications, deep 
vein thrombosis, sepsis, and pres-
sure ulcers.

“There’s no research and no evi-
dence that suggests a nurse supervis-
ing a health assistant will maintain the 
current level of care Victorian patients 
now receive and certainly no research 
that suggests it will improve the level 
of patient care,” she said.

“The truth is that the Baillieu 
government’s proposals are about 
saving health budget dollars and not 
improving the hospital system,” Ms 
Fitzpatrick said. 

The community campaign was 
decided by a statewide ANF mem-
bers meeting at Festival Hall on 
December 2 following the breakdown 
of enterprise bargaining negotiations 
between the ANF and the VHIA and 
the Baillieu government.

ANF members are seeking:
• improved nurse/midwife ratios 

and in most cases are asking for 
one extra nurse per shift;

• improved mental health nursing 

workloads in inpatient, residential 
and community services;

• an 18.5 percent wage rise over 
the life of the agreement (three 
years and eight months).

The Baillieu government’s offer 
includes:
• abolishing mandated minimum 

nurse patient ratios by replacing 
nurses with health assistants 
as part of the ratios and by 

introducing unlimited four-hour 
shifts and broken shifts;

• 2.5 percent annual wage increase. 
Any further increase must be paid 
for by “bankable productivity 
offsets” or nurses, midwives 
and mental health nurses giving 
up existing entitlements and 
conditions. 

Apprentice wages 
is a good first step

Cochlear mocks 
good faith 
bargaining

Federal government support for 
a pay increase for apprentices is a 
good fi rst step towards improving 
the appalling apprentice comple-
tion rate said ACTU president Ged 
Kearney. Unions were pleased the 
government had recognised that 
low pay was a major contributor 
the apprentice drop-out rate of 
50 percent.

Unions also welcomed the com-
mitment to lift training standards, 
through more funding for mentor-
ing and support services and action 
to harmonise standards across the 
country.

“This is a good fi rst step to 
address the currently poor com-
pletion rate for apprentices,” Ms 
Kearney said. “Unions look forward 
to a review of apprentice wages by 
Fair Work Australia next year to 
address the appallingly low wages 
trainees currently receive”.

“We also welcome the review 

announced today to investigate tar-
geting employer incentive payments 
to ensure bosses are using them for 
genuine training, and not simply to 
subsidise wages.”

The current completion rates for 
Australian apprenticeships are low 
at an average of 48 percent and the 
only way to boost the number of 
skilled workers in the community is 
through better wages and training.

“Apprentices have told us that 
the poor remuneration is a key 
reason they don’t complete their 
apprenticeships.”

Ms Kearney said training and 
skill development should be a 
shared responsibility between gov-
ernment, industry and unions, indi-
vidual employers and apprentices 
and trainees themselves.

“Unions have previously called 
on the government to consider 
the panel recommendation for an 
employer contribution scheme to 

support the funding of a stream-
lined training system and are dis-
appointed this has not been taken 
further. Employers must take their 
share of responsibility in ensuring 
as a nation we can meet our future 
skill needs through apprenticeships 
and traineeships.

“The resources sector in par-
ticular needs to improve its support 
for apprentices, with a major gov-
ernment report last year calling for 
the sector to signifi cantly increase 
the number of apprentices it 
employs in order to match its share 
of trade employment and reduce its 
reliance on temporary migration.”

Ms Kearney said unions also 
welcomed the announcement of 
the new Australian Apprenticeships 
Ambassadors, which aim to 
boost the status and profi le of 
apprenticeships. The Australian manufacturing 

Workers’ Union (AMWU) will 
challenge ear implant manu-
facturer Cochlear in Fair Work 
Australia over its failure to engage 
in good faith bargaining with its 
workforce. Cochlear process work-
ers have repeatedly, over many 
years, expressed a fundamental 
wish to bargain for a collective 
agreement through the AMWU, 
said the unions’s NSW secretary 
Tim Ayres.

Yet in two years of bargain-
ing with AMWU representatives 
the company has shown no will to 
reach an agreement. Cochlear will 
not even agree to include basic con-
ditions in a collective agreement, 
like an annual pay increase, hours 
of work or a classifi cation system.

“Cochlear management has 
been blatantly saying that the Fair 
Work laws only require them to sit 
down and talk to us – not to reach 
an agreement.

“Their real agenda is to cover 
all conditions in individual con-
tracts, which means they would 
be unenforceable and subject to 
change at any time. Cochlear work-
ers want and deserve some security 
in their jobs and their work condi-
tions,” said Mr Ayres.

The parties have taken part in 
conciliation in Fair Work Australia. 

However the company would still 
not budge in its hostility towards 
reaching a fair agreement.

“AMWU members at Cochlear 
have shown enormous courage and 
determination in pursuing their 
right to a collective agreement,” he 
said.

The AMWU will apply to Fair 
Work Australia for a good faith 
bargaining order on the grounds 
Cochlear is not meeting the require-
ments to bargain in good faith 
under the Fair Work Act.

Cochlear is a good example of 
why the Fair Work laws should be 
amended to allow for last-resort 
arbitration when agreement can’t be 
negotiated, said Mr Ayres.

“Cochlear is making a mock-
ery of the good faith bargaining 
provisions. Qantas can force an 
arbitrated outcome by grounding an 
airline; but the Cochlear workers 
have no power to trigger arbitration.

“If an employer refuses to 
bargain in good faith, there must 
be some remedy to that. Cochlear 
workers have been waiting 
long enough for an outcome all 
Australians have the right to expect 
– a fair collective agreement.

“If the current industrial laws 
can’t deliver that, then the laws 
need to change.” 

Assorted pens, notebooks, calendars and diaries available 
from Party offi ces, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills.
No item more than $6.00. Great gift ideas from out of left fi eld.
A Central Branch CPA initiative.
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Employer groups are on the 
offensive – in the workplace, in 
the political arena and on the 
ideological front. Citing pressure 
from international competition 
and “declining productivity”, the 
big end of town is out to slash 
wages and working conditions and 
wind back gains made by trade 
unions over more than 100 years 
of struggle. The Business Council 
of Australia (BCA) – or the Big 
Capitalists Association – is one of 
those leading the charge.

The BCA is an association of 
around 100 of the largest and most 
profi table corporations operating 
in Australia. They cover a range 
of industries, including mining, 
banking, energy, media, transport, 
infrastructure and retail. The BCA 
strongly supported the Howard gov-
ernment’s anti-union WorkChoices 
laws but is not at all happy with the 
Fair Work Act or the resistance its 
members’ offensive is receiving from 
trade unions.

“Australia is not divided into a 
political class, a business class, and a 
working class,” BCA president Tony 
Shepherd recently told the Financial 
Review. Shepherd nostalgically 
referred back to the period when Bob 
Hawke was Labor prime minister 
and Bill Kelty was the secretary of 
the ACTU.

That was the period of the Accord 
between Labor and the ACTU, when 
trade unions agreed to co-operate with 
employers. Unions initially imposed 
wage restraint and abandoned the 
struggle for a 35-hour week to boost 
profi ts, with the promise of investment 
and jobs down the track. Only the fi rst 
part of the equation worked, much of 
the investment went offshore or into 
labour-saving technology.

Further into the Accord years, 
unions traded off working condi-
tions in return for wage rises – the 
aim being to fund wage rises out of 
productivity increases, and not cost 
the employer any extra money. In 
fact employers often increased prof-
its, following reductions in manning 
levels, longer working hours, loss of 
paid breaks and new enterprise “fl ex-
ibility” measures. While the unions 
co-operated, the employers never let 
up on their side of the class struggle.

“I see industrial relations as prob-
ably the biggest single economic issue 
facing Australia,” Shepherd told the 
Financial Review.

“And I think the Fair Work 

Australia Act (FWAA) has some 
quite serious fl aws that need to be 
remedied. But deeper than the fl aws, 
it’s the culture that it engenders,” 
Shepherd said.

The FWAA “runs against that 
culture of direct employer/employee 
engagement, which is the antithesis 
of modern workplace relationships.”

What is this culture? It is the 
culture of collective bargaining and 
union negotiated enterprise agree-
ments. Shepherd wants a return to 
the Howard government’s statu-
tory individual employment contracts 
(AWAs), direct employee-employer 
relations where a boss can dictate to 
workers one by one what their wages 
and working conditions will be. The 
sign-or-out-the-door approach.

But that’s not all. Shepherd comes 
out strongly in support of Qantas and 
the lockout of its workforce. Again 
pointing to “fl aws” in the Act, he said, 
“and so the lockout was the only way 
that they could break that logjam to 
get the thing into compulsory arbitra-
tion.” Or, to put it in other words, it 
was the only way the company could 
stop the unions taking “protected” 
industrial action in support of their 
jobs and other rights.

The FWAA gives trade unions 
very limited rights to take industrial 
action without the risk of being sued 
for millions of dollars in damages. But 
even that limited right to “protected 
action” is just too much for the BCA. 
Shepherd stops short of saying all 
industrial action should be outlawed 
and subjected to heavy penalties. 
Industrial action belongs to the days 
of class war, when employers and 
employees were enemies, or so we 
are supposed to believe.

“... we don’t regard our employ-
ees as the enemy, ... you want them 
well paid, you want them safe, you 
want them happy ...” So they are not 
class enemies, employers want work-
ers well paid and safe and happy! So 
that’s how BCA members BHP, Rio 
Tinto, Qantas and the big banks would 
treat their Australian workforces if 
the trade unions disappeared and 
individual employment contracts were 
brought back. It’s time to check the 
skies for fl ying pigs.

The pigs are on the ground, 
attacking trade unions and their mem-
bers. Their venom is also directed 
towards the Gillard Labor government 
which has refused to bring back statu-
tory individual contracts.

“I think there is a culture in 

Australia of the magic pudding,” said 
Shepherd. “It’s an Australian fable, 
and people think, ‘I can keep eating 
from this pudding and it will naturally 
replenish’.

“I think the overwhelming major-
ity of the Australian community is 
sensible, frugal, hardworking, knows  
– can see realities, and it’s really 
a question of getting that narrative 
across, that you can’t keep taking 
and taking and expect the pudding 
to be as big.”

How true, there is no magic pud-
ding but it is not unions or workers 
who think the pudding naturally 
replenishes. The workers make the 
pudding, take very slim slices, while 
their bosses, BCA members, think 
there is no end to its growth in size 
and gorge themselves with most of 
the pudding.

The average total remuneration of 
a chief executive of a top 50 company 
listed on the Australian Securities 
Exchange in 2010 was $6.4 million, 
more than 200 times the minimum 
wage. A bank CEO is paid 200 times 
a bank teller.

But the employers want even 
bigger puddings, made by cheaper 
and fewer cooks, and larger helpings. 
They see the Fair Work Act and trade 
unions are obstacles to the magic 
pudding of their dreams.

The BCA’s call for class peace, its 
denial of the class struggle, its concept 
of “modern workplace relationships” 
are all calls to workers to abandon 
their one source of strength and aban-
don the class struggle. The BCA has 
not given up the class struggle or the 
interests of employers. It is waging 
class war on the ideological front 
with its calls for class peace, non-
union employer-employee relations 
and individual contracts in the place 
of unions and collective bargaining.

The response of trade unions can 
only be to recognise the class strug-
gle is not dead, and that if they do 
not fi ght the class war workers will 
be taken back to the slave labour 
conditions of the dark ages. It is this 
struggle which is on the rise that 
Shepherd and his fellow capitalists 
fear most – the power of workers 
united. As for the Fair Work Act, it 
needs to be strengthened to give trade 
unions the right to recruit, organise 
and take action without employer 
interference or penalties. 

The coal-seam gas (CSG) lobby has attacked an ABC report 
on coal-seam extraction saying it was full of factual errors. The 
Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association 
(APPEA) listed seven concerns it had with the report and ques-
tioned the accuracy of fi gures relating to the number of CSG 
wells approved and the amount of water the industry would use. 
However, the APPEA failed to produce a fi gure for approved 
wells and was not able to provide an alternative fi gure for the 
amount of ground water extracted during the coal-seam gas 
extraction. The ABC said it was examining the issues raised by 
APPEA. An interim Senate Committee report just out recom-
mends a moratorium be placed on most of the biggest new coal 
seam gas drilling plans in eastern Australia. The committee was 
also concerned with regulations governing pollution and land 
access and recommended the tightening of relevant regulations.

No traffi c lights for consumers – the federal government has 
decided against introduction of traffi c light labels which would give 
red, amber or green ratings for key ingredients such as fat, sugar 
and salt. The move was understandably warmly greeted by the 
food and confectionary industries. Medical practitioners, consum-
er advocates and numerous health groups were not impressed at 
all. “By dropping the ball on traffi c light labelling, the government 
has caved in to industry and missed an opportunity to show lead-
ership in helping families make better food choices”, said Steve 
Hambleton, president of the Australian Medical Association. 
Public health should be put ahead of profi ts in food labelling.

Living with a disability is an everyday challenge for a lot of 
Australians. Currently almost one in two people with a disabil-
ity in Australia lives in or near a state of poverty. The present 
employment rate for people with disabilities is 39.8 percent 
compared with 79.4 percent for people living without a dis-
ability. On these fi gures Australia is ranked the worst among 
developed countries. “Disability expectations – Investing in a 
better life, a stronger Australia” is a report issued last week by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. The report identifi es four key princi-
ples that should form a basis for the approach to fi xing “appalling 
current standing” in the disability sector. They are: to recognise 
people with a disability have equal rights; that society has a facili-
tating role to play in assisting people with a disability to exercise 
their rights; that people with a disability should have choice in 
how they access support; that inclusion should be actively pur-
sued through the removal of obstacles to employment. It remains 
to be seen how much action will be taken to rectify the situation.

A capitalist’s fable about 
the magic pudding
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George Pondikos is a member of the sec-
retariat of Greece’s All Workers Militant 
Front (PAME) responsible for international 
relations. He visited Australia recently with 
another representative of the trade union 
organisation, Alexandra Liberi, who is a 
journalist and a member of the Communist 
Party of Greece’s youth organisation – KNE.

PAME is “… a trade union front. It is open, 
democratic, unifying and it seeks to have among 
its members the most active, fi ghting forces of 
the trade union movement. It has got Panhellenic 
characteristics and focuses on every working 
fi eld and production branch, in the public 
and private sector, with no exceptions” (from 
PAME’s website). It has been the backbone of 
the resistance of the Greek people to the savage 
austerity measures being imposed on them by 
the country’s government at the behest of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
European Union (EU).

In Adelaide, George addressed a public 
meeting at the United Voice union building. The 
following are excerpts from his presentation, 
translated by Alexandra.

Crushing austerity measures
More or less all of you would know that 

we are facing in Greece what is described 
as a controlled bankruptcy. With the latest 
agreement concluded at the last meeting of the 
European Union on October 26, new measures 
were decided that will be added to the series of 
measures that have been implemented in recent 
years. These measures included a program for 
the complete sell off of public assets, further cuts 
to the public sector, the laying off of more than 
300,000 public servants over the next few years 
and huge reductions in wages and pensions.

Unemployment, which according to offi cial 
fi gures is at 20 percent, is estimated to rise to 25 
percent in the coming year. Unemployment for 
women and young people has reached nearly 
40 percent.

There are extra taxes being imposed – crush-
ing taxes on ordinary people. An example of 
these new taxes, which are added to the usual 
income tax, is a residence tax that is levied on 
citizens through their electricity bill. It can be 
used as blackmail in that if you don’t pay the 
tax, the electricity will be cut off. The Social 
Democratic Party (PASOK) that was elected 
in 2009 revealed that it could not manage this 
crisis under all this pressure.

That’s why they proceeded to form a coa-
lition government for the fi rst time in Greece 
between PASOK, the right wing, conservative 
New Democracy party and the nationalists called 
LAOS. They call themselves a government of 
“national salvation”. They’ve chosen an ex-
banker [Lucas Papademos] who was previously 
vice-president of the European Central Bank and 
who is fully supported by the European system 
of fi nance capital as their prime minister.

This government was formed in order to 
make all the necessary arrangements for Greece 
to get the sixth instalment of the loan. They are 
supposed to go to an election when the seventh 
instalment is due. Whenever a new instalment 
appears on the horizon, new measures follow. 
The propaganda being pedalled globally is that 
Greek people are lazy and that they don’t pay 
taxes. As we know, the media in Greece and 
all over the world are owned and controlled by 
the capitalists. It’s pretty obvious why they are 
using all these arguments.

The truth of this crisis is that it is an inter-
national capitalist crisis. They never say, they 
never reveal what the real policy of the EU 
was, including towards Greece. They don’t 
say, for example, with this type of policy hun-
dreds of Greek companies would transfer their 
operations, their factories and so on, outside 
the country to elsewhere where the labour force 
is cheaper. None of this profi t was returned to 
Greece but was deposited instead into accounts 
in Swiss banks or other tax havens around the 
world. If you were able to access the amounts 
deposited in Swiss banks, you would fi nd that 
they contained twice the total of the current 
public debt.

While they are discussing selling off public 

assets, strategic sectors of the economy, while 
they are talking about cuts to health and edu-
cation, they keep spending huge amounts on 
the military. During the crisis when the fi rst 
memorandum was being signed, the government 
bought six or seven submarines from German 
monopolies. They never said that with the entry 
of Greece into the Eurozone or adopting the 
European currency the only benefi ciaries from 
this would be the bankers, big business owners, 
ship owners and the capitalist forces in general.

An inspiring resistance
PAME represents the class oriented trade 

union movement and has 800,000 members 
in its ranks who belong to class oriented trade 
union organisations. From the beginning it 
revealed the true character of this crisis. It 
denounced the position that other trade union 
forces had taken up about the nature of the 
crisis. There are trade union leaders that believe 
in class collaboration so they didn’t point out 
that this is a crisis of the capitalist system. 
These leaders we describe as a “fi fth column” 
in the trade union movement.

With this line we have organised our strug-
gle over the past two years with more than 22 
general strikes, dozens of demonstrations all 
over Greece with symbolic occupations of state 
owned buildings like the ministry of labour, 
the ministry of fi nance, and so on. Now we are 
in the position of struggling for the rebirth of 
the trade union movement. We struggle for the 
establishment of a popular alliance, as we call 
it, between the working class, the peasantry (the 
poor farmers), small business owners, youth and 
women’s organisations.

On December 6 we called big demonstra-
tions outside the taxation offi ces all over Greece 
where we gathered all those electricity bills 
incorporating the new tax. The demonstrators 
burned them all. Our objective is not to stop at 
that but to actually overturn this policy and this 
has nothing to do with the current composition 
of the government.

To come to power, working people and 
the people’s alliance that I mentioned earlier 
will need to have as its goal the satisfaction 
of the needs of the popular strata of society, of 
working people. This is the sort of development 
and growth that we want for the people of our 
country. This path of development goes hand 
in hand with disengagement from the EU and 
the unilateral cancellation of the debt.

We know this struggle will be hard; the bal-
ance of forces is not as we would like it at this 
moment and is not positive, but our strategic 
goals cannot be chosen according to the current 
balance of forces. No movement that is massive, 
class oriented and organised should choose its 
targets for those reasons. We believe we will 
achieve our targets. We believe that all the 
obstacles put in our way by the intervention of 
capitalist forces will be dealt with and overcome 
with the support of international solidarity.

Two roads, two lines
From the moment we hung that banner from 

the Acropolis – “People of Europe rise up!” – 
and we sent that message out to the world, we 
have had many messages of solidarity sent in 
regarding our struggle. A very important role in 
this has been taken up by the Word Federation 
of Trade Unions (WFTU) that has organised 
many campaigns in solidarity with our strug-
gle. One very important initiative that had an 
impact on the Greek struggle was the hosting 
of the 16th Wold Trade Union Congress held in 
Greece in April of this year. It was a Congress 
involving over 800 trade unionists from more 
than 100 countries, which was a truly open 
and democratic event and which expressed its 
solidarity throughout with the struggle of the 
Greek people.

Greeks were able to point to some contra-
dictions. The 16th Congress of the WFTU was 
opened with addresses from a woman worker 
from India and a teacher from Nicaragua while, 
on the other hand, the congress organised by 
the International Trade Union Confederation 
(ITUC) that has its headquarters in Brussels 
was opened with addresses from the head of the 
IMF of the time, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, and 
the former prime minister of Greece, George 
Papandreou. For our country those two person-
alities, the director of the IMF and the Greek 
prime minister, were those who destroyed the 
rights of working people and brought disaster 
upon the working class.

With our colleagues in Australia, trade 
unionists and workers in Sydney and in 
Newcastle, the workers in the port of Sydney 
from the Maritime Union of Australia, this initia-
tive in Adelaide and the one that is to come in 
Melbourne over the next three days we know 
there will be a stronger expression of solidarity 
towards the Greek struggle. When we go back 
home we will relay the warmth of these events 

held in solidarity by the various Greek leagues 
or by trade unionists.

Victory or barbarism
In answer to a question about how PAME 

saw the future and the response of ruling circles, 
George said:

From the fi rst days of the crisis in 2009, 
PAME organised the fi rst general strike at a 
time when other forces said we have to give 
time to the new government to see what it can 
deliver. Since then, as I mentioned, over 22 
general strikes have been organised. Step by 
step, at every demonstration more and more 
people have been drawn into action organised 
by PAME.

A common question is “OK, we’ve organ-
ised so many general strikes but still those 
measures are being implemented; what will 
we do in the future?” There were people who 
said, “these measures aren’t the best but what 
can we do? They are necessary.” Others said, 
“those measures are bad, they shouldn’t be 
implemented but I can’t do anything about 
it right now. I’m afraid but I will think about 
joining the struggle sometime in the future.” Of 
course, there were those in the forefront who 
said we must struggle hard against these policies.

Our enemies thought we would be exhaust-
ed by now but this has not happened. We are 
strong and getting stronger. The majority, 
not everybody, but a majority has overcome 
their fears and second thoughts. That’s why 
the ruling political forces have been forced 
into forming such a compromise, coalition 
government. It will take other forms in future 
in order to manipulate the people and to gain 
time. They will create new political parties and 
intensify the terrorism and state violence and 
restrict trade union rights.

Many of us are old enough to remember and 
to realise that in the face of all these obstacles, 
the last page of this type of crisis is war. In order 
to preserve and to increase its profi ts, capital 
will do what it needs to do even if it means a 
bloodbath for the people. You can see what 
happened in Libya a few months ago, what is 
happening now in Syria and Iran. I saw on TV 
recently that [German chancellor] Merkel and 
[French President] Sarkozy have been discussing 
the creation of a new EU. We take all this into 
consideration but those events also reveal the 
tremendous power of the people. 

PAME visit to Australia
“We are strong and getting stronger!”

George Pondikos (right) with a local supporter, Adelaide December 7, 2011.
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Though mainstream scientifi c consensus 
maintains that AIDS originated from Africa 
in the mid 1930s from a closely related 
Simian Immunodefi ciency Virus that was 
passed to a human being from a green 
monkey, there are alternative views on the 
actual origin of HIV and AIDS. While some 
proponents of the alternative views assert 
that AIDS was the inadvertent result of 
experiments in the development of vaccines, 
others categorically contend that the human 
immunodefi ciency virus (HIV) was actually 
developed in the laboratory by top-notch 
scientists who were hired by the US govern-
ment. Of particular interest, is the fact that 
the alternative views on the origin of HIV 
AIDS are supported by renowned experts 
in the fi eld of medical science.

Professor Jakob Segal, a former academic at 
the Humboldt University in Germany, explained 
that HIV was “engineered” at a US military 
laboratory at Fort Detrick by splicing together 
two other viruses called Visna and HTLV-1. 
According to his theory, the new virus, which 
was created between 1977 and 1978, was tested 
on prisoners who had volunteered for the experi-
ment as a condition for early release. He further 
suggested that it was through these prisoners that 
the virus was spread to the wider population.

In self-published books entitled AIDS and 
the Doctors of Death: An Inquiry into the Origin 
of the AIDS Epidemic and Queer Blood: The 
Secret AIDS Genocide Plot, a retired dermatolo-
gist, Alan Cantwell argues that HIV is actually 
a genetically modifi ed organism developed 
by US government scientists, and that it was 
introduced into the population through Hepatitis 
B experiments conducted on gay and bisexual 
men between 1978–1981 in major US cities. 
Cantwell further claims that ever since, there 
has been a government (US) cover-up of this 
actual origin of the AIDS epidemic.

One medical investigator called Dr Leonard 
G Horowitz, is the author and self-publisher of 
two thought provoking books entitled Emerging 
Viruses: AIDS & Ebola. Nature, Accident or 
Intentional? and Death in the Air: Globalism, 
Terrorism and Toxic Warfare. It is these two 
books in which he advances a theory that a virus 
that causes AIDS was “engineered” by contrac-
tors for the US government defence like Litton 
Bionetics for the purposes of bio-warfare and 
population control in the Third World countries.

A series of research conducted by Dr Robert 
B Strecker, a PhD holder in both pathology and 
pharmacology astonishingly indicate that the US’ 
National Cancer Institute [which at that time. 

1970-1974, was called the US Army Chemical 
and Biological Warfare Centre], in collaboration 
with the World Health Organisation (WHO) cre-
ated the AIDS virus in the laboratories located 
at Fort Dietrick in the USA. In support of Dr 
Strecker’s damning indictment, one researcher 
called William Cooper who once served in 
the US Navy Intelligence revealed that the 
creation of AIDS virus was directly supervised 
by the CIA as a program under a code name 
“MK-NAOMI”.

Dr Strecker in collaboration with his brother 
Ted, an attorney, had tried all they could to 
inform their medical and legal colleagues and 
others of what they had found out in their joint 
investigations on the actual origin of HIV and 
AIDS. Later, his brother Ted compiled some 
of the most damaging documents into a report 
called “The Bioalert Attack” and circulated it 
to all governors of states in the US, as well 
as the US President and his vice (at the time 
Bush senior), the FBI, CIA, NSA, and selected 
members of the Congress among others. A total 
of three replies were received from only three 
governors, and neither reply nor acknowledg-
ment of receipt came from any offi ce of the 
federal government. Subsequently, Dr Strecker 
and Ted Strecker were laughed at and subjected 
to all sorts of ridicule.

Tragically, Ted Strecker was found myste-
riously shot dead at his home in Missouri on 
August 11, 1988. It was reported that Dr Strecker 
had spoken with him the night before his death. 
Besides, neither a note nor good bye messages 
to anyone were found at scene. Over a month 
later, Illinois Representative Douglass Huff of 
Chicago, the only politician who did everything 
he could to make the people of Chicago and 
the State Legislature aware of Dr Strecker’s 
fi ndings was also mysteriously found dead on 
September 22, 1988.

Other medical experts who have also con-
ducted research and written in support of the 
view that the AIDS Virus did not originate from 
a green monkey in Africa, but was “engineered” 
in a laboratory in US include: Dr John Seale, a 
distinguished London based specialist; Profesor 
Charles Ssali from Uganda; Dr Wolf Geisler; 
and Dr William Campbell Douglas.

All said and done, about 200 years ago 
German Philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer 
said that every truth goes through three stages: 
Firstly when revealed, it is ridiculed; Then it 
is violently opposed; And fi nally it is widely 
accepted as self evident. Mahatma Gandhi also 
held a similar view and is quoted to have said; 
“First they ignore you; Then they laugh at you; 
Then they fi ght you; Then you win.” 

Origin of HIV 
AIDS: African 
monkey or US lab?

A green monkey.
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TIJUANA, Mexico: The 8th US/
Cuba/Mexico Latin American 
Labour Conference took place in 
Tijuana, Baja California, within 
sight of the US border, December 
2-4, with the entire event live 
streamed over the internet.

Some 80 participants attended 
from the US, Mexico, Cuba, Brazil 
and Uruguay.

It was preceded by a three-day 
Workers’ School for some 26 inter-
continental labour activists, taught 
by Heriberto González del Valle, a 
youthful professor at the Lázaro Peña 
National School for Union Cadres in 
Havana, Cuba.

Conferees took note of the 
accelerating trend, in recent years, 
of economic integration in Latin 
America.

For US attendees the conference 
offered a rare opportunity to interact 
with Cuban counterparts.

The opening panel featured Dr 
Raymundo Navarro Fernández, 
member of the Secretariat of the 
Central de Trabajadores de Cuba, 
who spoke on the effect of the glo-
bal economic crisis in his country. 
He discussed some of the tough 
problems Cuba must deal with and 
how those have necessitated some 
changes in the country’s labour and 
social policies.

Two factors must always be 
kept in mind, he said: the devastat-
ing impact of the US blockade, and 

the annual necessity to budget for 
inevitable hurricane damage. A third 
factor today, he said, is the shift in 
global market prices: Nickel and 
sugar, two of Cuba’s vital exports, 
are down, while imported oil and 
food are up.

He also discussed how social 
progress can sometimes lead to new 
problems that have to be addressed. 
For Cuba, as elsewhere, he noted, the 
emancipation of women has resulted 
in smaller families. In addition, 
Cuba’s excellent healthcare system 
has created life expectancies on a 
par with the world’s most advanced 
countries.

With a smaller and aging popu-
lation, and over 50 percent of all 
workers in the service sector, there 
are now fewer workers, only 10 
percent, actually producing the goods 
necessary for an acceptable standard 
of living for the other 90 percent of 
the population.

Privately tilled land will produce 
greater yield, and there are now some 
181 offi cially recognised professions 
which Cubans can practice in the 
private sector. The country has to bal-
ance the need to deal with economic 
realities with its aim of maintaining 
its commitment to socialism at home 
and solidarity with struggling work-
ers and their allies abroad.

With some eight million affi li-
ated members, the Central dos 
Trabalhadores e Trabalhadoras 
do Brasil is but one of six trade 
union councils in South America’s 

economic powerhouse, Brazil. 
The Tijuana conference also heard 
from João Batista, an offi cer of the 
CTB and of the Encuentro Sindical 
Nuestra América.

In order to be understood by 
his audience, he spoke in a charm-
ingly spontaneous mash-up he called 
“Portuñol.”

Some 40 million Brazilian work-
ers in the six labour federations are 
working toward a common program 
of action, he reported. Batista insisted 
that the crisis of global capitalism 

offers no solutions within the capital-
ist framework.

Globally, the system would need 
to create 80 million jobs just to return 
to the status quo ante, and that is not 
happening. The strategy of capitalism 
worldwide, he said, is to dismantle 
working people’s standard of liv-
ing, an approach that has inevitably 
brought about the most meaningful 
resistance seen for many decades.

For those of us in the US, it was 
gratifying to hear Batista confi rm that 
the Occupy movement has brilliantly 
shown the world that “US imperial-
ism” also affects the 99 percent at 
home. Latin American growth rates 
in the last decade are directly tied 
to greater autonomy from US banks 
and fi nancial institutions.

A United Auto Workers’ member 
from Detroit, Martha Grevatt, spoke 
movingly about the US domestic 
crisis, citing her hometown as “the 
poster child for a sick capitalist 
society that puts profi t before human 
needs.”

Other presenters, including the 

Cananea miners’ strike in Mexico and 
the Mexican electricians union, both 
now under heavy attack, fi lled out 
the program. Cuba’s Gilda Chacón, 
represented the CTC and the World 
Federation of Trade Unions.

At break times between ses-
sions, attendees could watch a live 
feed from the founding congress in 
Caracas of the Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States, an 
alternative to the Organisation of 
American States. For many, the high-
point was watching presiding offi cer 
Hugo Chávez of Venezuela recite 
the titles of the many resolutions 
on a variety of political and social 
issues adopted at the congress. With a 
smack of his gavel, after each one he 
called out, “Aprobado.” Approved!

What impressed many at the 
conference was what they saw as 
the depth of commitment among 
participants to developing creative, 
fl exible, and humane approaches to 
socialist development.
People’s World 

Latin American labor 
making gains

American style 
killing machines

Britain:

New guide to stop abuse 
of rights at work

With the drone bombing attacks 
the United States government is 
carrying out in tribal regions of 
Pakistan, it’s hard to know what to 
believe. An article in the Wall Street 
Journal summarises the situation 
this way, “Combatants of terrorist 
groups are fi red upon, but their 
identity is not always known.”

A report from the Confl ict 
Monitoring Centre indicates that 
the recent strikes in Pakistani ter-
ritory have a “punitive” objective 
since they are intended to punish 
Islamabad for its alleged collabo-
ration with the Haqqani network. 
It is, in effect, an undeclared war, 
which has civilians as its principal 
victims.

Among the 40 countries which 
possess these weapons, only the 
United States, Israel and the United 
Kingdom have used them in bel-
ligerent actions, according to the 
United Nations. Others employ 
them as they were originally 
designed, for aerial reconnaissance.

In fact, Israel, the principal 

US ally in the Middle East, is the 
second most active exporter of this 
technology on a world scale, with a 
broad range of models, from micro-
drones known as Mosquitoes which 
only weigh 250 grams and the 
Bird’s Eye, which two soldiers can 
carry on their backs, to the Panther, 
transported by two tanks and capa-
ble of fl ying 60 kilometres into 
enemy territory, as well as transmit-
ting live images.

It has been estimated that some 
2,300 people have been killed 
in the search for members of the 
Taliban along the border between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, where 
aerial attacks are becoming increas-
ingly more frequent.

For Obama, drones are miracu-
lous weapons which will open the 
way for more bombings, leading 
to a victory in the war on terror-
ism. The question is then, what 
have civilian Pakistanis done to the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner?
Granma 

The Trade Union Congress (TUC) 
has published a guide to the UK’s 
key enforcement agencies to 
coincide with a conference aimed 
at tackling exploitation in the 
workplace that took place at the 
TUC’s headquarters.

The booklet, funded by the 
TUC’s Union Modernisation Fund 
(UMF), has been published to raise 
awareness of basic rights at work 
amidst concerns that thousands 
of workers across the UK are 
being exploited by unscrupulous 
employers.

The TUC believes that at any 
time at least 150,000 workers are 
not being paid the minimum wage 
when they are due it, and that 
the onset of the recession has led 
to more workers being cheated. 
Therefore awareness of enforce-
ment agencies and what they can do 
is more important than ever before, 
the TUC argues.

Enforcing Basic Workplace 
Rights, which is aimed at union 
offi cials and reps, outlines the role 
that the UK’s four main statu-
tory enforcement agencies - the 
HMRC National Minimum Wage 
enforcement team, the Employment 
Agency Standards Inspectorate, 
the Gangmasters Licensing 
Authority and the Health and Safety 
Executive, plays in enforcing basic 
workplace rights. It also outlines 
the powers of enforcement offi cers 

and what sanctions employers can 
face for breaking employment law.

The guide also includes infor-
mation about the government’s Pay 
and Work Rights helpline - a con-
fi dential helpline which provides 
help and advice on basic employ-
ment rights and also provides a sin-
gle point of entry for those wanting 
to access the statutory enforcement 
agencies.

Enforcing Basic Workplace 
Rights is published to coincide with 
a UMF dissemination conference 
in London to discuss how to tackle 
vulnerable employment and bet-
ter protect workers from abuse by 
rogue employers.

Speakers at the conference 
include TUC Deputy General 
Secretary Frances O’Grady, 
Minister for Employment Relations 
Ed Davey MP, Shadow Minister for 
Employment Relations Ian Murray 
MP, Ethical Trading Initiative 
Head of Programs Debbie Coulter, 
Professor Sonia McKay from the 
Working Lives Research Institute 
and Community Links Research 
and Policy Manager Aaron Barbour.

Frances O’Grady said: 
“Tackling vulnerable employment 
is a key concern for unions. With 
the labour market struggling to 
recover from the recession and 
increasing numbers of those in 
work facing temporary and insecure 
employment, action to improve job 

quality for low-paid workers is as 
urgent as ever.

“Workers in low-paid sectors 
such as care, cleaning, hospital-
ity, security and construction can 
fi nd themselves working exces-
sively long hours, sometimes with 
no contract of employment. Their 
work can be insecure and they are 
regularly paid below the minimum 
wage.

“Today’s conference will give 
MPs, policy makers, commu-
nity organisations, union reps and 
researchers the opportunity to hear 
fi rst-hand from unions who have 
been actively engaged in tackling 
vulnerable employment. It will 
allow government and shadow min-
isters the opportunity to give their 
views on how exploitation at work 
can be reduced.”

The UMF Round 3 aims to 
provide tailored support to unions 
seeking to improve working with 
vulnerable workers via training and 
information-sharing; develop new 
skills in promoting and protecting 
the rights of vulnerable workers and 
integrating their needs into negotia-
tions with employers; develop new 
resources for unions (specifi cally 
regarding informal, agency, young-
er and casual workers); encourage 
closer working between unions and 
enforcement agencies. 
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A task of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, now under way in 
Durban, South Africa, is to extend 
earlier policy decisions that were 
limited in scope and only partially 
implemented.

These decisions trace back to 
the UN Convention of 1992 and the 
Kyoto Protocol of 1997, which the US 
refused to join. The Kyoto Protocol’s 
fi rst commitment period ends in 2012. 
A fairly general pre-conference mood 
was captured by a New York Times 
headline: “Urgent Issues but Low 
Expectations.”

As the delegates meet in Durban, 
a report on newly updated digests 
of polls by the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the Program on 
International Policy Attitudes reveals 
that “publics around the world and in 
the United States say their govern-
ment should give global warming a 
higher priority and strongly support 
multilateral action to address it.”

Most US citizens agree, though 
PIPA clarifi es that the percentage 
“has been declining over the last 
few years, so that American concern 
is signifi cantly lower than the global 
average – 70 percent as compared to 
84 percent.”

“Americans do not perceive that 
there is a scientifi c consensus on the 
need for urgent action on climate 
change. A large majority think that 
they will be personally affected by 
climate change eventually, but only 
a minority thinks that they are being 
affected now, contrary to views in 
most other countries. Americans tend 
to underestimate the level of concern 
among other Americans.”

These attitudes aren’t accidental. 
In 2009 the energy industries, backed 
by business lobbies, launched major 
campaigns that cast doubt on the near-
unanimous consensus of scientists on 
the severity of the threat of human-
induced global warming.

The consensus is only “near-unan-
imous” because it doesn’t include the 
many experts who feel that climate-
change warnings don’t go far enough, 
and the marginal group that deny the 
threat’s validity altogether.

The standard “he says/she says” 
coverage of the issue keeps to what is 
called “balance”: the overwhelming 
majority of scientists on one side, the 
denialists on the other. The scientists 
who issue the more dire warnings are 
largely ignored.

One effect is that scarcely one-
third of the US population believes 
that there is a scientifi c consensus on 
the threat of global warming – far less 

than the global average, and radically 
inconsistent with the facts.

It’s no secret that the US govern-
ment is lagging on climate issues. 
“Publics around the world in recent 
years have largely disapproved of 
how the United States is handling the 
problem of climate change,” accord-
ing to PIPA. “In general, the United 
States has been most widely seen as 
the country having the most negative 
effect on the world’s environment, 
followed by China. Germany has 
received the best ratings.”

To gain perspective on what’s 
happening in the world, it’s some-
times useful to adopt the stance of 
intelligent extraterrestrial observers 
viewing the strange doings on Earth. 
They would be watching in wonder 
as the richest and most powerful 
country in world history now leads 
the lemmings cheerfully off the cliff.

Last month, the International 
Energy Agency, which was formed 
on the initiative of US Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger in 1974, issued 
its latest report on rapidly increasing 
carbon emissions from fossil fuel use.

The IEA estimated that if the 
world continues on its present course, 
the “carbon budget” will be exhausted 
by 2017. The budget is the quantity 
of emissions that can keep global 
warming at the 2 degrees Celsius 
level considered the limit of safety.

IEA chief economist Fatih Birol 
said, “The door is closing if we don’t 
change direction now on how we use 
energy, we will end up beyond what 
scientists tell us is the minimum 
(for safety). The door will be closed 
forever.”

Also last month, the US 
Department of Energy reported 
the emissions figures for 2010. 
Emissions “jumped by the biggest 
amount on record,” The Associated 
Press reported, meaning that “levels 
of greenhouse gases are higher than 
the worst-case scenario” anticipated 
by the International Panel on Climate 
Change in 2007.

John Reilly, co-director of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s program on climate 
change, told the Associated Press that 
scientists have generally found the 
IPCC predictions to be too conserva-
tive – unlike the fringe of denialists 
who gain public attention. Reilly 
reported that the IPCC’s worst-case 
scenario was about in the middle of 
the MIT scientists’ estimates of likely 
outcomes.

As these ominous reports were 
released, the Financial Times devoted 
a full page to the optimistic expec-
tations that the US might become 
energy-independent for a century with 

new technology for extracting North 
American fossil fuels.

Though projections are uncertain, 
the Financial Times reports, the US 
might “leapfrog Saudi Arabia and 
Russia to become the world’s larg-
est producer of liquid hydrocarbons, 
counting both crude oil and lighter 
natural gas liquids.”

In this happy event, the US could 
expect to retain its global hegemony. 
Beyond some remarks about local 
ecological impact, the Financial 
Times said nothing about what kind 
of a world would emerge from these 
exciting prospects. Energy is to burn; 
the global environment be damned.

Just about every government 
is taking at least halting steps to 
do something about the likely 
impending catastrophe. The US is 
leading the way – backward. The 
Republican-dominated US House of 
Representatives is now dismantling 
environmental measures introduced 
by Richard Nixon, in many respects 
the last liberal president.

This reactionary behaviour is one 
of many indications of the crisis of 
US democracy in the past generation. 

The gap between public opinion and 
public policy has grown to a chasm 
on central issues of current policy 
debate such as the defi cit and jobs. 
However, thanks to the propaganda 
offensive, the gap is less than what it 
should be on the most serious issue 

on the international agenda today – 
arguably in history.

The hypothetical extraterrestrial 
observers can be pardoned if they 
conclude that we seem to be infected 
by some kind of lethal insanity.
Information Clearing House 

Marching off the cliff

Communists make big gains 
in Russian elections
The Russian parliamentary elec-
tions took place on December 4. 
Seven parties took part in the 
elections. Four of them will be 
represented in the Duma (parlia-
ment); three have failed to get 
the necessary seven percent of the 
votes to have seats in parliament.

It came as no surprise that the 
ruling United Russia party was 
the winner. However its former 
two-thirds majority slipped to 53 
percent. The Communist Party of 
the Russian Federation (CPRF) has 
posted big gains by winning almost 
20 percent of the votes (compared 
to less than 12 percent in 2007). So 
the CPRF is in second place. Just 
Russia got about 13 percent, the 
Liberal Democratic Party of Russia 
– about 11 per cent.

Three parties will not be repre-
sented in the Duma. Yabloko gained 
3.3 percent; Patriots of Russia – 
0.97 percent; Right Cause – 0.59 
percent.

CPRF chairman Gennady 
Zyuganov called the elections 
“unprecedented in their fi lth, pres-
sure and falsifi cation”. The CPRF 

election program called for ensur-
ing national security, accelerated 
economic development, overcoming 
poverty and social degradation.

There were a number of post-
election demonstrations in large 
cities over electoral irregularities. 
Some more protests were planned 
for later dates.

But what was unacceptable 
for many Russians and caused 
not only offi cial but a popular ire 
was the overt interference in the 
Russian elections by the USA and 
its European allies. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton was the fi rst to 
make her displeasure known. She 
announced that the Russian elections 
were unfair and in essence called for 
a regime change. It was not a very 
smart move on her part as she was 
immediately accused of interfering 
into Russia’s internal affairs.

There were offi cial rebukes 
from the authorities but more 
importantly, the popular feel-
ing against outside meddling is 
extremely strong. People have very 
long memories and they did not 
forget what the US had done to help 

falsify election results when Yeltsin 
was the winner.

They also know only too well 
that the so-called independent 
Russian election monitor Golos gets 
its funds from the US and EU. State 
Department Deputy spokesperson 
Mark Toner said that Washington 
would provide greater support to 
non-governmental organisations in 
Russia for “greater transparency” 
during next year’s presidential elec-
tions. Despite the fi nancial prob-
lems in the US millions of the US 
taxpayers’ dollars have been allo-
cated for the purpose of “improv-
ing” Russian elections.

“We have, I know, spent more 
than $9 million to support free and 
transparent processes for Russia’s 
upcoming elections”, Toner said 
before singling out Golos. “Our 
interest is to support these NGOs 
that support the process, not nec-
essarily to support ... any given 
party,” he went on. “And Golos, 
by the way, is just one of many 
nongovernmental organisations 
in Russia that receive this kind of 
assistance”. 
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Consumerism and 
capitalism
The immediacy of climate change 
forces us to focus on green energy 
as an answer to capitalism heating 
up the planet, but how about the 
rest of capitalism’s destruction 
of the planet. For instance the 
Western capitalist consumption 
society is the real environmental 
problem here, it digs holes into 
the planet and turns the minerals 
into a lot of questionable products 
and then digs holes to dump the 
consumer items into as landfi ll, 
or fi lls up areas in the sea the size 
of Texas.

This is madness; the planet has 
only limited fi nite resources. To get 
the world’s mineral wealth it needs 
a military industrial complex like 
the world has never seen before and 
which means a nearly constant state of 
war. The seas are being fi shed out and 
land species are being squeezed out 
of existence as capitalism runs amuck 
over the planet without any controls.

The list of environmental 

problems that capitalism is in the 
process of creating is too long for this 
letter. However the answer to not only 
climate change but capitalism’s other 
destructive attacks on the environment 
is articulated by one of our communist 
leaders, the 1982 General Secretary 
of the Soviet Union Andropov who 
stated that  socialist living standards 
meant much more, “the growth of 
the consciousness and cultural level, 
reasonable consumption, a rational 
diet, quality public services, and a 
morally and aesthetically adequate 
use of free time” (Socialism Betrayed 
p. 52, 2010),

Although Andropov was not nec-
essarily referring to the environment 
when he uses the term “reasonable 
consumption” the term is a holistic 
statement which means that everyone 
on the planet can have a high quality 
of living as well as future generations 
because reasonable consumption 
means a democratic, planned environ-
ment based on needs as opposed to 
the uneven development of capitalism.

Howard Patterson
Vic

Some repression 
opposed, others 
ignored
There has been political and 
economic action by many western 
countries, the EU, the Arab League 
and others against the oppressive 
regime in Syria. But, Syria is not 
the only place in the Middle East 
where peaceful protest is violently 

repressed, political prisoners jailed 
and protestors killed and beaten. 
People and their civil rights are 
as well being abused in dictatorial 
Bahrain and Yemen. Yet, appall-
ingly the struggling peoples of 
these countries have been largely 
ignored and they lack any real 
support from the international 
community. So why is it that some 
people’s suffering is invisible and 
others noteworthy.

Shamefully, while the US and its 
allies, Britain, France, Germany and 
other countries have imposed sanc-
tions on Syria; no action has been 
taken against these other regimes. 
Possibly it is because Syria has 
long been a thorn in the side of the 
USA’s interests in the Middle East, 
an obstacle to Israeli aims and also 
an ally of Iran.

The tyrannical governments of 
Bahrain and Yemen have been reliable 
allies to the US, with both countries 
being strategically important to 
the US. Bahrain is home to the US 
Navy’s Fifth Fleet, Yemen is located 
at the entrance to the Red Sea and 
both have assisted in countering Iran 
and Al-Qaeda. Accordingly, double 
standards apply, with the US and its 
allies unconcerned about the rulers of 
Bahrain and Yemen respecting basic 
human rights.

When 21 political activists in 
Bahrain were given life sentences for 
protesting and even when 20 Bahraini 
doctors and nurses who had treated 
injured protestors were sentenced 
to 15, 10 and fi ve years in prison, 
none of the international community 

condemned these harsh punishments. 
Apparently, the defence of peaceful 
dissent, human rights and civil rights 
depends on the allegiances and useful-
ness of these ruling elites to the US 
and other Western powers.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

“Sovereignty” not in 
US vocabulary

I wonder if Hillary Clinton had 
another “Wow” moment when she 
heard about the US/NATO bomb-
ing of sleeping Pakistani soldiers. 
In Pakistan, not in Afghanistan. 
The fi rst reaction of the military 
and CIA heads was to try and deny 
that they had been responsible. 

It is as if there were some other 
helicopters fl ying and bombing. 
Regrets have been expressed and 
an investigation promised.

Meanwhile Pakistan has 
announced that it will reconsider 
every agreement it has with the US. 
Pakistani leaders are not a shining 
example of good governance by any 
means but they are confronted with 
continuing US drone attacks in which 
civilian lives are lost.

A state’s sovereignty does not 
seem to exist in the US vocabulary but 
it still has meaning in other countries. 
It is time US and NATO were brought 
in for their war crimes – including 
committed against Pakistani citizens.

Mati English
Sydney
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Demise of 
the euro: the 
plan for a global 
“super-currency”

Efforts by European leaders to shoe-horn 
a range of diverse countries into a rigid 
fi nancial cage are doomed to fail. But that’s 
all part of a long-term plan for a global 
super-currency which can only bring more 
hardship to ordinary working people.

A question that more and more people are 
asking nowadays is, “What on Earth were the 
Europeans thinking when they agreed to have 
just one currency for all of Europe?”

In Greek mythology, Procrustes was the 
son of Poseidon, God of the deep blue seas. 
He built an iron bed of a size that suited him, 
and then forced everybody who passed by his 
abode to lie on it. If the passerby was shorter 
than his bed, then Procrustes would stretch 
him, breaking bones, tendons and sinews 
until the victim fi tted; if he was taller, then 
Procrustes would chop off feet and limbs 
until the victim was the “right” size ...

This ancient story of “one size fi ts all” 
seems to have made its 21st Century come-
back when Europeans were coaxed into 
imposing upon themselves an oxymoron; a 
blatant and conceptual contradiction they call 
“the euro”.

This common supranational currency 
invented by the French and Germans, boy-
cotted by the UK, ignored by the Swiss, man-
aged by the Germans and accepted by the rest 
of Europe in blissful ignorance, has fi nally 
dropped its mask to reveal its ugly face: an 
impossible mechanism that only serves the 
elite bankers but not the working people.

It masked gross contradictions as large, 
far-reaching and varied as the relative sizes, 
strengths, profi les, styles, histories, econo-
metrics, labour policies, pension plans, indus-
tries, and human and natural resources of the 
17 Eurozone nations, ranging from Germany 
and France at one end of the scale, to Greece, 
Portugal and Ireland at the other.

The euro carries a use-by date; perhaps 
the eurocrats who were its midwives a decade 
ago expected that it would live a little longer, 
maybe even come of age ... But they certainly 
knew that, sooner or later, the euro would 
die; that it was meant to die. 

Because the euro is not an end in itself, 
but rather a transition, a bridge, an experi-
ment in supranational currency earmarked 
for replacement by a far more ambitious and 
powerful global currency issued by a global 
central bank, controlled by a cabal of global 
private bankers, obeying a New World Order 
blueprint emanating from a private Global 
Power Elite.

The problem today is that what impacted 
Europe as a fi nancial ripple effect in 2008 has 
now grown into a veritable fi nancial tsunami 
threatening to swamp the whole euro system. 
And more big trouble lies ahead!

In fact, today’s euro-troubles are nothing 
more than one of many variations of sover-
eignty-troubles. Because when a country’s 
leaders irresponsibly cede a part or all of its 
sovereignty – whether monetary, political, 
fi nancial, economic, judicial or military – it 

had better take a really good look at what it 
is doing and what the implications are for the 
medium and long term.

Ceding national sovereignty means that 
somebody else, somewhere else, will be tak-
ing decisions based on other people’s inter-
ests. Now, as long as everyone’s interests 
coincide, then we are OK. But as soon as the 
different parties’ interests diverge, then you 
are confronted with a power struggle. And 
power struggles have one simple thing in 
common: the more powerful win; the weaker 
lose.

Now, we have a huge power strug-
gle inside the eurozone. Who do you think 
will win? Who will impose new policies 
– Germany or Greece? France or Portugal? 
Britain or Spain? Germany or Italy?

And that is just on the public scene. You 
also need to look at the more subtle, less 
media-highlighted private scene, which is 
where the real global power decisions are 
made.

Will the new Italian PM, Mario Monti, 
cater for the needs of the Italian people or 
for the mega-bankers’ lodge sitting on the 
powerful Trilateral Commission of which 
he himself is European chairman? The same 
question goes for Greek president Lucas 
Papademos, also a Trilateral member. The 
same question goes for all the governments of 
the EU member states where the real power 
brokers are the major bankers, industrialists 
and media moguls sitting on the Trilateral, 

Bilderberg, World Economic Forum and 
Chatham House think-tanks and private 
lobbies.

Global elites will do everything to keep 
the euro on its transitional path towards a 
global currency that will eventually replace 
both the euro and the US dollar. This entails 
engineering the controlled collapse of both 
currencies, whilst preparing the yellow brick 
road for a “Global Dollar” or some such new 
oxymoron.

The US dollar will be easy to collapse: 
all that is needed is for the mainstream media 
to yell, “The dollar is hyper-infl ated!!” and 
the Naked Emperor Dollar will fall swiftly. 
The euro, in turn, will simply break up as 
its member nations revert to the old days of 
pesetas, lire, francs, escudos and drachmas… 

Is the time ripe for that? Maybe not yet. 
So, no doubt we will still see more “emergen-
cy treatment,” more “fi nancial chemotherapy” 
to “bail out the euro” just as we’ve seen them 
“bail out the banks,” even though most banks 
and the Oxymoron Euro cannot be salvaged 
but just kept artifi cially alive, like the “Living 
Dead.”

So, here’s a question for Greeks, Italians, 
Spaniards, Portuguese, Irish, even the French 
and Germans: will you accept the invitation 
by your Procrustean Leaders in Brussels to lie 
down on their bed?
globalresearch.ca 
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It has always been diffi cult to 
be a progressive entertainer in 

the USA, whether it was Joe Hill or 
Woody Guthrie, Paul Robeson or Pete 
Seeger, the Weavers or any number of 
other black-listed actors and singers.

The stand-up comedian is particu-
larly vulnerable, dependant on getting 
bookings and needing a live audience 
with which to work. The capitalist 
establishment not only tolerates but 
promotes comedians who sling off at 
their spouses, at the idiosyncrasies of 
modern life, even at their children.

To decry government policy, 
however, to impugn the honour of the 
“fl ag of freedom”, to baldly assert that 
the leading capitalist governments – 
especially the US government – glee-
fully embrace racism and war in the 
interests of big corporations, this is 
not condoned. It is the truth, but it is 
an inconvenient truth and the bulk of 
the people should not hear it.

So the comics who pursue that 
line will seldom get time on the major 
TV networks, or their “TV Special” 
will be censored by network decision. 
They will be allowed to perform in 
small comedy clubs to appreciative 
but tiny audiences. In this way, in the 
USA especially, freedom of speech 
prevails but the masses are safely 
quarantined from anything dangerous.

Bill Hicks, who died of cancer 
when he was only 32, was a very 
progressive stand up comic who 
ultimately wanted to do more than 
make people laugh: he wanted to 
make them think. He had his own 
battles with alcohol and dope, but 

overcame that to become a comic 
other comics admired.

However, he had to leave the USA 
and tour the UK before he discovered 
his full potential: in the US he played 
in little comedy clubs, in Britain he 
played to many hundreds of people 
in big, packed theatres.

Although feature length, 
American: The Bills Hicks Story 
(ABC2 Sunday December 18 at 
8.30 pm) plays like an obituary made 
by Hicks’ friends and relatives. There 
is an assumption that you wouldn’t be 
watching if you did not already know 
who Bill Hicks is. Nevertheless, it is 
skilfully made (note the clever use of 
computer animation to fi ll in for the 
lack of fi lm of his early career) and 
Hicks was clearly an artist of integrity 
and with a consuming anger at the 
injustice and hypocrisy of capitalism.

Ultimately, it is entertaining and 
rewarding. Well worth watching.

Ecopirate: The Story Of Paul 
Watson (ABC2 Wednesday 

December 21 at 9.30 pm) is also a 
feature-length documentary, but it is 
much more conventional. Paul Watson 
is a potentially fascinating subject: 
fearless, dedicated to his chosen cause 
of saving the whales from the greed 
of the whaling industry, and colourful.

The fi lm however, is not nearly 
as exciting as its subject. It does 
however give a potted history of at 
least the early years of Greenpeace. 
Certainly, the form of direct action 
undertaken by Watson, founder of the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, 
causes the whaling industry a great 
deal of inconvenience. But the fi lm 
also makes it clear that it will really 
only work if it is backed up by sig-
nifi cant mass action.

Last week I gave a rather 
lukewarm review to the fi rst 

part of the Terry Pratchett “disc-
world” adaptation Going Postal, the 
second part of which screens this 
week (ABC1 Saturday December 
24 at 7.30 pm). As I indicated last 
week after watching the fi rst of the 
two feature-length episodes, Going 
Postal does tend to grow on you. 
Pratchett’s mixture of mild satire 

and heavy-handed whimsy develops 
a charm of its own, so that after a 
while even Claire Foy’s forbidding 
countenance as Adora Belle Dearheart 
becomes charmingly attractive.

Charles dance is wasted in the 
walk-through role of the powerful 
Lord Vetinari, but David Suchet 
shows his versatility as the murderous 
capitalist Reacher Gilt (a far cry from 
Hercule Poirot).

There is more Terry Pratchett after 
Christmas (see January 7).

The English comedy series My 
Family fl uctuates between 

sometimes brilliant visual humour and 
excruciating attempts to extract laughs 
from humiliating the central charac-
ter, Ben Harper (a dentist, played by 
Robert Lindsay). When it is good it 
can be very good indeed (and when 
it is bad it can be very bad indeed).

The show’s Christmas Specials 
tend to put more emphasis on the 
visual gags, but My Family Christmas 
Special 2010 (ABC1 Sunday 
December 25 at 7.30 pm) seems more 
inclined to the “let’s make Ben look 
an idiot” kind of gag.

When Ben ungraciously agreed to 
dress up as Santa at his wife’s works 
Christmas party, a little girl asks him 

to reconcile her mother and grandfa-
ther who have had a falling out. This 
sequence, and its aftermath are quite 
well handled.

Noel Coward could portray the 
English upper classes with 

sympathy and almost documentary 
precision, as in his wartime naval 
propaganda piece In Which We Serve. 
He was not so successful with the 
lower classes. It is a good thing then 
that Easy Virtue (ABC1 Sunday 
December 25 at 8.30 pm), a scathing 
look at upper middle class snobbery, 
is set entirely within that milieu. 

Scripted and directed by 
Australian Stephan Elliott, Easy 
Virtue follows the catastrophic 
effect on the household of wealthy 
playboy John Whittaker (played by 
Ben Barnes) when he returns to his 
very uptight mother and sisters from 
the Continent in the 1920s, with an 
American bride.

His mother, played with venom by 
Kristin Scott Thomas, takes an instant 
dislike to her daughter in law (Jessica 
Biel) and tries to undermine her at 
every opportunity. Jessica’s only allies 
are the butler and her father-in-law 
(Colin Firth). The latter had been so 
loath to return home after the end of 

WW1 that he had ensconced himself 
in a brothel until his wife tracked him 
down and ordered him home.

The Daily Mirror described it as 
“a deliciously funny comedy of man-
ners”. Delicious it certainly is, but 
there is a lot in this study of family 
hatreds and hostilities that is anything 
but comic. “Comedy-drama” would be 
more suitable I think. When the two 
who fl ee the house at the end make 
their escape, one cannot but believe 
that they are well out of it.

A good presenter can make a 
tedious subject come alive. A 

bad presenter can make a fascinating 
subject as dull as ditchwater. The fi ve-
part series Nature’s Miracle Babies 
(ABC1 Tuesdays from December 27 
at 8.30 pm) not only has a silly title, it 
also has an awful presenter: zoologist 
Martin Hughes-Games.

The series is about the efforts at 
various zoos and wild-life parks to 
breed endangered species of wildlife. 
That, in other hands, would make an 
enchanting series of programs. Here 
however, with Martin enthusing and 
exclaiming over every minor detail 
of routine zoo-keeping, interest soon 
palls.

Continued on page 12
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Going Postal – (ABC1 Saturday December 24 at 7.30 pm).
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And why is he there anyway? The 
documentary crew could have fi lmed 
the baby animals and their keepers 
without any need for him to plonk 
himself in front of the camera, gush-
ing over everyone and every thing.

British supermarkets chuck 
out about 1,000 tons of food 

a day, the cost of which is passed on 
to their customers. Alarmed at this 
colossal waste, restaurateur and chef 
Arthur Potts Dawson decided to set 
up a supermarket run on a differ-
ent basis: putting the needs of the 
consumers, the producers and the 
environment fi rst.

The form he chose for this venture 
was an old one: a co-op. Customers 
would become members, and con-
tribute a certain amount of voluntary 
labour every month. It is a sign of how 
far people in Britain have got away 
from the co-operative movement that 
fl ourished there in the 19th and early 
20th centuries, that the majority of 
Dawson’s customers and suppliers had 
diffi culty even grasping the concept.

He also discovers that the giant 
supermarket chains have so brain-
washed lower income consumers that 
they recoil in bewilderment from his 
array of healthy foods, asking plain-
tively where are the frozen chips and 
the frozen pizzas? Only the middle 
class are comfortable with his range 
of foodstuffs, and they are not enough 
to keep The People’s Supermarket
(ABC1 Thursdays from December 
29 at 8.30pm) afl oat. 

After a general meeting of his 
members, Arthur recognises the valid-
ity of their complaints about middle 
class bias in the shop’s management 
and agrees to add more popular (if 
unhealthy) items to his stock.

But as a small business, up 
against industry giants, the People’s 
Supermarket is battling the very 
essence of the capitalist system, a 
concept which Arthur seems never 
to have realised.

He also apparently never thought 
of trying to involve the union 
movement in his project. It is an 
interesting case study that has some 
signifi cant lessons for the Left, if we 
look for them.

Actor Richard E Grant was 
born and raised in the British 

“Protectorate” of Swaziland. But we 
mustn’t think that his family were 
colonialists – Oh, no. It seems his 
father told him “we are just guests 
in this country”. Guests who had the 
best land, and employed the locals as 
servants or farm hands.

His colonial roots have never 
left him, no matter how many times 
he is photographed arm in arm with 
an African. He makes a very biased 
– possibly unconsciously but biased 
nevertheless – presenter for the two-
part series The History Of Safari
(ABC1 Mondays from January 2 
at 8.30pm).

In fact, Grant is such an apologist 
for the white colonialists and their 

guests on safari that his series proves 
ultimately worthless.

Also worthless, but for differ-
ent reasons, is the comedy 

series PhoneShop (ABC2 Tuesdays 
from January 3 at 8.30pm), a self-
conscious attempt to replicate the 
style of The Offi ce but in a different 
workplace. It remains only a pale 
imitation, painful to endure.

Twins, natural human clones, 
have always fascinated peo-

ple. For scientists, of course, they 
have provided splendid opportunities 
for studies in the relative importance 
of nature versus nurture, of genes 
versus upbringing and environment.

International gatherings of 
twins therefore always have a hefty 
component made up of scientifi c 
researchers taking the opportunity for 
all manner of tests and experiments.

The two-part series Twins
(ABC1 Tuesdays from January 3 
at 9.30 pm) is a fascinating and well 
observed co-production of the BBC 
and The Learning Channel that gives 
the general viewer some remarkable 
insights into aspects of human 
behaviour. Well worth watching.

The Chinese twin girls adopted 
as babies by different families, one 
from Norway, one from the USA, 
make for a particularly interesting 
segment. Meeting for the fi rst time 
as fi ve-year-olds, they don’t even 
speak the same language but after 
they overcome their initial shyness 
they have an instant rapport and form 
a bond that is obviously destined to 
be ongoing. Exchange visits between 
Norway and the USA are clearly 
going to have to be on the agenda for 
both families henceforth.

Commercial Kings (ABC2 
Tuesdays from January 3 at 

9.00 pm) on the other hand is essen-
tially a waste of space. Described by 
a presumably desperate ABC as a 
“hilarious reality series”, this nine-
part series follows a pair of very low 
budget fi lm makers who specialise 
in commercials for very small busi-
nesses (one client in the fi rst episode 
has a van in which she will take your 
pooch to the park for a walk and then 
return it).

If you thought that kookie 
extroverted people trying to make a go 
of it in the dog-eat dog world of US 
capitalism were there to be laughed at 
rather than pitied for their optimism, 
then perhaps this is for you. I found 
it sad but also so badly made it was 
just dull.

The most shocking aspect of 
the eight-part British obser-

vational series Misbehaving Mums
To Be (ABC2 Wednesdays from 
January 4 at 8.30 pm) is the extraor-
dinary level of sheer ignorance on the 
part of the pregnant young women 
portrayed. They see no reason to stop 
smoking, binge-drinking, eating junk 
food, just because they are pregnant.

They are harming their unborn 
children, but what can be done about 
that? You can hardly take the child 
away even for its own safety when it 
isn’t even born yet!

The series follows the efforts 
of a team of midwives who are not 
inclined to be indulgent towards these 
careless young women. The mums to 
be are shown by virtue of the latest 
technology just what damage they are 
actually doing to the baby they are 
carrying in the hope of shocking them 
into a realisation of the necessity of 
changing their ways. But, of course, 

like the people shopping at Arthur 
Potts Dawson’s People’s Supermarket, 
they are constantly pressured by mass 
advertising to consume an unhealthy, 
habit-forming, apparently cheap but 
ultimately costly diet of fast food 
and fags.

Another documentary on the 
same subject (junkfood and 

children) is Fast Food Baby (ABC2 
Wednesday January 4 at 9.30 pm). 
This one is concerned with the fact 
that addiction to junkfood is increas-
ingly found among babies and tod-
dlers, little children being reared on 
a diet of chips and burgers washed 
down with fi zzy cola.

It is another observational 
documentary, following three families 
as they try to get back on the right 
nutritional track. These have a 
useful place in the arsenal of anyone 
concerned about the wellbeing of 
people in our society, but one longs 
to see a hard-hitting forthright exposé 
of the big business interests who 
promote this assault on the health of 
the nation (and especially the health 
of children) solely to increase their 
already overstuffed wallets.

There are another two feature-
length adaptations of a Terry 

Pratchett book in this holiday period, 
Hogfather (ABC1 Saturdays from 
January 7 at 7.30 pm). According 
to Pratchett’s fertile imagination, in 
the parallel universe of Discworld, 
Christmas is replaced by Hogswatch, 
a mid-winter festival at which the 
jolly fat Hogfather delivers presents 
to kiddies.

However, the Hogfather is being 
watched by the Auditors, grey-robed 
spectres who have formulated a 
plan to have him assassinated by the 
ruthless Mr Teatime (Marc Warren) 
so that the auditors can take over 
Discworld.

The show has a stellar cast, 
including David Warner as the head 
of the Assassins Guild (the baddies are 
always well organised in Pratchett’s 
books), Tony Robinson (taking a 
break from fronting Time Team), 
David Jason, Peter Guiness, Neil 
Pearson and Joss Ackland, with Ian 
Richardson as the voice of Death.

By Wednesday January 11, 
the fi ctional documentary 

The Trip (ABC1 Wednesdays at 
10.05 pm) has reached Yorkshire’s 
Niddervale Valley, and funny-men 
Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon 
continue to one-up each other with 
competing impressions.

However, for me, the fact that this 
is not a genuine documentary fatally 
undermines it. How much of it is 
spontaneous? How much rehearsed? 
Do they make up their own witty 
remarks or, like Bob Hope, do they 
have a bevy of gag writers on call?

Who knows?

I never took to The League of 
Gentlemen. The idea that crazi-

ness is funny simply by virtue of being 
crazy never appealed to me. However, 
it appeals to some, having spun off a 
series Psychoville, series two of which 
is now with us (ABC2 Thursdays 
from January 12 at 9.00 pm).

As with series one, the six half 
hour episodes are written by and 
star Reece Shearsmith and Steve 
Pemberton from The League of 
Gentlemen. Other caste members 
include Imelda Staunton, Dawn 
French and Mark Bonnar, although 
Dawn French makes a grisly exit 
before the end of episode one. 

Arthur Potts Dawson in The People’s Supermarket (ABC1 Thursdays from 
December 29 at 8.30pm).
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Twins Mia Hansen and Alexandra Hauglum separated at birth – Twins (ABC1 
Tuesdays from January 3 at 9.30 pm).

Fast Food Baby (ABC2 Wednesday January 4 at 9.30 pm). 

Psychoville, series two, (ABC2 Thursdays from January 12 at 9.00 pm).


