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Privatisation

Big snouts In state troughs

Peter Mac

Major corporations are salivating over the
impending sale of publicly-owned state
government assets, including Port Botany,
the Sydney Desalination Plant, the South
Australian State Lotteries and the harvesting
rights for the SA Forests. Consideration is
also being given to sale of the NSW electrical
power generators, the Port of Melbourne,
and land titles in NSW and Victoria.

Across the Tasman, moves are underway for
the sale of public energy corporations Mighty
River Power, NZ Meridian and NZ Solid Energy,
and a partial sale of Air New Zealand.

Corporate spokesmen claim the sell-offs
would benefit the public because private firms
would run the organisations more efficiently,
so prices for services would fall.

This is totally false. When government
industries are sold the new owners inevita-
bly attempt to maximise profits by cutting
employees’ wages and working conditions and
increasing working hours, while simultaneously
jacking up prices to whatever the market will
bear. That’s the reality of what they refer to as
“efficiency”.

In some cases the enterprise is simply
asset-stripped and sold off, but in all cases
the dominant motive is to maximise profits.
Public relations is a prime consideration, but
not public benefit.

Selling the state silver

In NSW, the report of the recent Tamberlin
inquiry recommended selling the state’s public-
ly-owned power stations, a proposal formerly
defeated by ALP union delegates to the Labor
Party’s state conference.

However, it did not recommend sale of the
state organisation Transgrid and its physical
assets, the crucial electrical “poles and wires”
network. This led some business leaders to
complain resentfully that the report hadn’t been
done properly.

The electrical power industry is ultimately
dependent on the maintenance and accessibility
of “poles and wires” networks. Without those
assets, energy cannot be sold or bought. A
sell-off of any of these networks, as proposed
in NSW, would therefore put the new owners
in a dominant position within the energy mar-
ket, and deprive the public of control over an
essential service.

Former NSW Liberal state premier Nick
Greiner, who now runs the privatisation think-
tank Infrastructure NSW, is recommending the
sale of not only the power generation facilities
but also Transgrid and the transmission and
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distribution networks. He claims that they have
to be sold in order to pay for health facilities
and road projects.

“If you really want to move the (infra-
structure) needle in the next decade you have
absolutely no alternative but to sell the dis-
tributors and indeed Transgrid, the wholesale
distributor”, he proclaimed. Clearly displaying
his impartiality, he added with a snarl: “There
is not any reason (to retain these assets) other
than bloody-minded ideology and the interests
of a handful of public sector unions.”

Brendan Lyon, Chief Executive of the fed-
eral government’s organisation Infrastructure
Partnerships Australia agreed, declaring enthu-
siastically: “The public will accept the case for
full privatisation of electricity, if they can see
the sale proceeds and avoided debt will be used
to fund new infrastructure.”

But what infrastructure? State governments
are intent on selling off most if not all their
infrastructure, and handing over the respon-
sibility for operating new infrastructure to the
private sector.

For example, Infrastructure NSW is now
recommending that Sydney’s long-delayed and
desperately-needed northwest rail link should
be planned and operated privately.

The result of that approach is already evi-
dent to Sydney’s rail passengers, who pay up
to five times more to travel on (and exit from)
the privately-run Airport Line as to travel an
equal number of stations on the normal state-

owned lines.
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State governments are backing the insidi-
ous “private-public partnerships’ under which
private firms fund government construction
projects. These arrangements often look good
on paper but lock in the government to repay-
ments over many decades, which threaten future
governments with major funding shortages or
even bankruptcy.

“Partnership” companies also benefit from
government decisions to privatise their own
construction authorities. This deprives the
governments of in-house expertise needed to
accurately estimate construction costs, control
tender processes, and avoid excessive works
variations and cost blowouts.

Moreover, governments frequently demand
that projects be expedited without adequate plan-
ning. In a remarkably frank statement Jim Betts,
secretary of Victoria’s Transport Department,
recently complained that this approach had
plagued the state’s massive proposed regional
rail link.

Referring to politicians and their advisers
“rushing out a media release when they’ve
done five minutes work”, he commented bit-
terly: “The budget for that project was basi-
cally haggled over between the state and the
Commonwealth one weekend and we ended
up with a number written on the back of an
envelope. We subsequently had to deal with
stories of cost blowouts.

“It’s very tempting to grab a whole lot of
ad-hoc solutions written on the back of a fag
packet, and there’s no shortage of people in
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minister’s offices, no matter what party is in
power, who are quite happy to do that.”

That project has now suffered a $1 billion
cost blowout, which will doubtless be met by
borrowing from private sources.

Power to the people

Big business is attempting to take over the
most crucial elements of the nation’s productive
capacity. The sale of water and electricity indus-
tries is arguably the worst move of all, because
these services are crucial for the maintenance of
life and society, and because of climate change,
which will cause water supplies to decrease.

Climate change will be exacerbated by the
continued emission of greenhouse gases from
power stations fired by fossil fuels. While
Australia’s power industry remains in public
hands, governments can phase out fossil fuels
and introduce renewable energy power sources
in a carefully planned and controlled manner.
On the other hand, sale of the industry will
strengthen the hand of the coal companies who
seek to slow down or block the introduction of
renewable energy.

Governments could still turn the situation
to advantage, for example by establishing a
brand new infrastructure of renewable energy
power stations in competition with the ageing
privatized coal-fired generators. But the best
option of all is for the public to fight tooth and
nail for all the crucial services to remain in
public hands. &
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Balance the Budget,
belt the workers

Wayne Swan must love the sound of the title “world’s greatest
treasurer”. It doesn’t matter that the “honour” is handed out by
Euromoney magazine for ministers who go beyond the call of duty
to pursue the privatising, union-busting, neo-liberal agenda. Image
and media spin are important factors in the politics of a capitalist
country like Australia and governments will go to great lengths to
get approving sounds from the corporate media about “fiscal respon-
sibility” and “delivering on promises”. Swan is clearly prepared to
pull out all the stops to deliver on one of those big commitments — a
balanced budget in 2012-13.

The Treasurer and Finance Minister Penny Wong have been sound-
ing the warning bells for some time. The mid-year economic and fiscal
outlook (MYEFO) is due to be released as The Guardian goes to press
and the news is, reportedly, very bad. “Government revenues are
down by $130 billion over the five years to 2012-13 from the pre-GFC
[Global Financial Crisis] forecast,” Mr Swan said on Sunday. The
European sovereign debt crisis is being blamed for foreshadowed cuts
across the board. Tough decisions will have to be made.

So, in line with treasurers and finance ministers across the devel-
oped world, Mr Swan is preparing to dish out austerity measures of
his own. When we say “austerity measures”, however, we need to be
precise. It means belt tightening for those who are already doing it
tough. Imposing cuts on the big end of town is simply not going to
happen. Look at what became of the much-vaunted, so-called mining
super profits tax. A fizzer. Big polluters are hardly quaking at the
thought of the introduction of the carbon tax, either. And any pruning
of the proceeds of the Private Health Insurance Rebate flowing to
finance transnationals will somehow be just too hard for the federal
government.

State governments such as those of NSW and SA have shown the
way; slashing jobs and legislating for the erosion of pay and conditions,
reducing services and imposing higher charges for the community.
Expect more of the same from the federal government in the days
and weeks ahead.

Pressure is building for even more “productivity” and “flexibil-
ity” from the work force. The chairman of the Future Fund, David
Murray, was handing out lots of brickbats and very few bouquets for
the federal government’s handling of its economic affairs in a speech
to the annual Australian Business Economists’ conference last week.
He was concerned that the industrial relations system allowed some
scope for workers — like those at Qantas — to keep fighting back or
“pushing back against productivity improvement,” as he put it.

The “world’s best treasurer” would have taken note and, no doubt,
will do better to encourage “flexibility” in future. This is in spite of the
fact that most workers are not living well off the back of the resources
boom. A big section is struggling to make ends meet at all. “Today,
nearly half of all Australian workers are engaged as casuals, fixed
term workers, contractors or labour hire workers,” ACTU President
Ged Kearny pointed out in a speech earlier this year. “These types
of work have now increased to such an extent that they’re almost
the norm.” These workers can’t get housing loans even if they could
afford to repay them. And their belt tightening is already causing
headaches elsewhere in the economy.

When workers’ purchasing power declines, they spend less in the
shops; they don’t trade the old clunker in on a new car; they cancel
their holiday up north, they put off going to the dentist, and so on. It’s
not rocket science. The effects of high real unemployment (the official
figure of 5.3 per cent is a joke), higher prices and stalled income levels
are becoming clear. The Reserve Bank has lopped 0.5 per cent off its
4.5 per cent GDP growth forecast. Most commentators expect more
interest rate cuts to try and get people borrowing and buying again.

Unfortunately, like its neo-liberal counterparts elsewhere the
Gillard government is not about to do what is required and throw
its pro-corporate agenda into reverse. It won’t put industries back
into public ownership and control or spend appropriately on items
that lift the living standards of workers and their families and create
secure jobs. The days of targeted stimulus are over and the days of
“austerity” have arrived. If workers are not going to be belted by
big business and governments serving its interests, they are going to
have to organise and fight like never before.

PRESS FUND
Qantas made a big mistake last week when it asked Twitter
users to nominate their favourite holiday experience. What they
got was a blast from hundreds of irate customers whose travel
experiences had been wrecked by the company’s decision to
ground all its aircraft as an industrial dispute tactic. Some people
believe the company wants to wind up Qantas in favour of tis
subsidiary airline Jetstar, whose Asian crews are paid a fraction
of Qantas crew salaries. With the year flying away we ask that
you help us keep you up to date with developments, by sending
in a contribution to the Press Fund. Many thanks to this week’s
contributors, as follows:

Mark Manion $10, N and K Kitchen Club $157, Pio Pagliuca $50,
Peter Bryant $27.50, “Round Figure” $15.50

This week’s total: $260 Progressive total: $14,080

Victorian unions
say ‘No’ to violence

against Women

The Victorian Trades Hall Council
(VTHC) has, through its Executive
Council, launched the Family
Violence Workplace Support
Campaign to coincide with White
Ribbon Day and the International
Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women (November 25).

The aim of the campaign is to
reduce the impact of family violence
on working women through achieving
better workplace entitlements.

To do this, the VTHC will be
working with affiliated unions to
implement family violence clauses
in enterprise bargaining agreements.
These clauses have already been
implemented by a number of private
and public sector organisations and
currently cover 300,000 workers
Australia-wide.

Women who experience family
violence have a more disrupted work

history, have lower personal incomes
and are employed in casual and part
time work at the higher levels than
women with no experience of family
violence.

“It is vital that employers recog-
nise the impact that family violence
can have on an individual’s capacity
to work and their workplace more
broadly”, VTHC secretary Brian
Boyd said.

Staying in employment is critical
to reducing the effects of family vio-
lence on women and their children. By
introducing family violence clauses
and allowing women to remain in
paid employment, workplaces are
made safer and can assist women on
their path out of violence.

Provisions made available by
the standard family violence clause
include:

e Up to 20 days paid leave to assist

with relocation, legal matters or

medical attention;
* A commitment that no adverse
action will be taken against an
employee if their attendance or
performance at work suffers as a
result of being a victim of family
violence;
Individual support to provide
a safe work environment. This
may include changes to working
patterns, relocation, changes to
email or phone contact or any
other appropriate measures.

“VTHC is confident that Victorian
trade unions will take leadership to
show that the impact of family vio-
lence on Australian workers can be
reduced through effective industrial
mechanisms”, said Mr Boyd. @&

% The Port Jackson Branch of
~ the CPA was out in force
at the annual Glebe Street
Fair on November 20
distributing party literature
*and engaging with the
public. We attracted our
many supporters who
have built up liking for the
branch’s own brand of jams
and pickles. “Revolutionise
your table with red jams
and pickles!” was cry

that many responded to
and bought up big for

the season’s festivities. A
new line of produce has
now been added, namely
“Doherty’s Delicious Lemon
Cordial” which of course
comes in red bottles!

This is the season when
Guardian tins should be cut
open and the money collected
sent into the party for The
Guardian. If you live near the
party office, drop the tin off
with your name on it and we
will count it and acknowledge
it in the Press Fund. If you
cannot visit the party office
convert the contents of the tin
into a cheque made out to The
Guardian but mention it is from
a Guardian tin.
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Toxic pollution
Orica says: “Don’t worry about it!”’

Peter Mac

Two weeks ago during a NSW
parliamentary inquiry a repre-
sentative of the giant chemical
corporation Orica dismissed claims
that a leakage of chemicals from its
plant on Kooragang Island, near
the Newcastle suburb of Stockton,
was a serious public health hazard.

On the evening of August 8
approximately 10 tonnes of toxic gas
escaped from the company’s ammonia
plant, settling as condensate over the
plant and parts of Stockton.

The NSW Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) was not notified
about the incident until 10.30am the
next day, an 18-hour delay. No warn-
ing was given to local residents. The
editor of the Stockton Messenger told
the inquiry he developed skin lesions
and other symptoms of poisoning after
walking through the suburb that night.
Seventy households are reported to
have been affected.

The long term implications are
unclear, but about two percent of the
gas consisted of the deadly carcinogen
hexavalent chromium. Nevertheless,
Graeme Liebelt, chief executive of
Orica, told the inquiry the events
were not a “serious incident” under
the current law.

Warren Ashbourne, the night shift
supervisor, said he was not aware of
the release until he noticed yellow
spots appearing over the plant’s equip-
ment. He thought the release had been
contained, and only began shutting
down proceedings when told about
yellow liquid spurting from holes in
an exhaust stack.

Plant manager Stewart Newman
stated he did not notify authorities
then because he was totally focused
on the safety of employees, and didn’t
think the release had spread “any
further than (he) could see”.

A catalogue of
disasters

Orica originated in Victoria as
Jones, Scott and partners, a 19th
century mining explosives firm. It
was bought out by Nobel, the explo-
sives firm belonging to the Swedish
armaments tycoon who in remorse

used his ill-gotten profits to fund the
Nobel Peace Prize.

After WWII, Nobel’s company
and several British firms merged,
forming Imperial Chemical Industries
(ICI). The major plant of ICI (ANZ)
was at Botany. Its activities were
marred by long-running battles with
environmental and community organi-
sations over environmental pollution.

The company’s manufacture
of PVC resulted in pollution of the
Botany aquifer by toxic ethylene
dichloride, which is still stored at
Botany in the biggest stockpile in the
southern hemisphere. In a PR salvage
exercise the company installed a
groundwater treatment plant to purify
water from the aquifer and supply it
to Botany Industrial Park. The scale
of the pollution is indicated by the
plant’s daily output of five megali-
tres of purified water, approximately
0.5 percent of Sydney’s entire water
demand.

In 1997 ICI (Australia/NZ)
became independent of the parent
company, and was renamed Orica.
Although based in Australia it retained
interests in many overseas countries.

Orica’s company profile claims:
“We acknowledge our environmental,

Kooragang Island nature reserve.

of Orica’s trucks carrying 25 tonnes
of ammonium nitrate collided with
another vehicle and exploded, killing
28 people.

Since 2000 there have been 131
licence breaches at Kooragang Island,
including unauthorised releases of
hexavalent chromium in 2005, and
of arsenic in 2006, 2007 and 2009.

Following the August 8 leakage,

Since 2000 there have been 131
licence breaches at Kooragang Island,
including unauthorised releases of
hexavalent chromium in 2005, and of
arsenic in 2006, 2007 and 20009.

social and community obligations.
Meeting those goals is important to
us, our customers and the community
and contributes to our aim to conduct
our business in a sustainable manner.”
It declares proudly that it is “progres-
sively cleaning up legacy issues that
have resulted from past manufacturing
practices”.

In reality, its environmental
performance has been a catalogue
of disasters. In Mexico in 1997 one

mercury vapour escaped from an
Orica plant at Botany and arsenic
from Kooragang Island.

On Wednesday November 9, in
the sixth accident at Kooragang Island
this year, 200 kilograms of ammonia
were released between 2pm and
3pm. Shortly afterwards two people
five kilometres away collapsed, and
were taken vomiting and struggling
for breath to hospital. Railway work-
ers notified emergency services, and

emergency crews traced the leakage
to the Orica plant.

Company managers declared they
had been unaware of the leak, and
finally notified the Environmental
Protection Authority formally at 4pm.
Greg Sullivan, deputy chief execu-
tive of environmental regulation at
the NSW Office of Heritage and the
Environment, remarked caustically:
“Its very concerning that if you’re
operating equipment of that complex-
ity and potential hazard there can
be an incident, and fire and rescue
authorities have to tell them about it.”

They really don’t
want to know

The succession of disasters at
the Orica plants has caused severe
embarrassment for the O’Farrell
government. Like its predecessor, the
government is determined to serve the
interests of big corporations, espe-
cially the mining industry, for which
Orica provides essential services.

This mindset is reflected in the
behaviour of the Minister for the
Environment, Robyn Parker. Already
under fire for her astounding claim
that timber logging actually protects
koalas, she gave the August accident
little serious attention. During the
parliamentary inquiry she was unable
to identify Orica management person-
nel, and admitted she hadn’t talked

to anyone from the company about
the accident.

Forced to show some evidence
of disapproval, she commented in a
masterpiece of understatement: “There
is something systematically wrong
at Orica ...” She then revealed her
ignorance by adding: “... I am calling
on the top person at Orica, whoever
that may be, to step up and explain
to the community.”

The plant has now been closed
until the EPA decides it can operate
safely. However, that’s cold comfort,
given Ms Parker’s proud declaration
that: “I’m the minister responsi-
ble for the EPA” — and given also
that between 2000 and 2010 Orica
received no official prevention, clean-
up or penalty notice.

The Greens want legislative
changes to ensure that authorities
are notified immediately, rather than
**as soon as practicable”, as the cur-
rent law states. They have called for
the government and opposition to
“put politics aside and work with the
Greens to fix the laws that too readily
allow companies to pollute our envi-
ronment and harm our communities”.

That’s certainly possible, but
unfortunately neither the Liberal/
National coalition nor the right-
wing ALP machine is interested.
Protection of the environment will
require other forces to win the office
of government. &
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On Saturday
November 5
Sydney Central
Branch held a very
successful function
| | tocommemorate
“‘ " | the Great October
Socialist Revolution.
The event was well
attended (40+)

and included both
party members and
guests. All were
treated to a fine
meal which included
roasted lamb on

a spit, some very
fine singing by
Comrade Sylvia was
provided along with
an interesting and
informative address
given by Comrade
Rob.
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ANF lifts action, calls for
genuine negotiations

The Victorian branch of the
Australian Nursing Federation
(ANF) has agreed to comply with
Fair Work Australia’s orders and
has called on Premier Ted Baillieu
to direct the negotiators represent-
ing his government to return to the
table to negotiate an outcome that
respects all parties.

ANF secretary Lisa Fitzpatrick
said: “The ANF will comply with the
orders so that the Baillieu govern-
ment can no longer avoid negotiating
with us by hiding behind the cloak
of its legal team. It is time for the
legal sideshow to stop and for the
government and employers to pour
the same efforts as the ANF into
negotiating an outcome that will fix
this dispute.

“There are no more obstacles to
negotiating an outcome. | am avail-
able 24/7 over the next five days to
negotiate an agreement that | can
take back to members at a statewide
meeting scheduled for Wednesday
November 30 at Festival Hall . The
government must demonstrate that
it is genuine in its desire to reach an
agreement quickly,” Ms Fitzpatrick
said.

The ANF has remained at the

negotiating table at all times, but
the government’s representatives
have been distracted by the legal
proceedings. The union says it will
agree to lift the bans to provide a full
opportunity to hold constructive and
serious negotiations.

Victorian nurses and midwives
distrust the Baillieu government,
she said, and that negotiating an
acceptable outcome quickly is the
first important step in winning back
their trust.

“Mr Baillieu must direct the nego-
tiators representing his government to
negotiate an outcome that represents
what he said in Parliament yesterday
and that fulfils his October 15, 2010
election promise to maintain nurse
patient ratios,” she said.

Thousands of Victorian nurses,
midwives and community mem-
bers rallied last Thursday in front
of Parliament House to voice their
support for the campaign to retain
and expand nurse to patient ratios.
The support from the community
was overwhelming and a great lift
in spirits.

The ANF remains focussed on
settling the dispute and taking all

possible steps to avoid any escalation
in action.

The union offered Premier
Baillieu a compromise arbitration
that could resolve the dispute and end
industrial action immediately.

“We are calling on Mr Baillieu,
who ultimately has responsibility
for the health system, to seriously
consider accepting this offer and this
dispute and any action taking place
could end today if the process was
agreed,” Ms Fitzpatrick said.

A compromise arbitration is dif-
ferent to both types of arbitration
already proposed by the ANF and
the Victorian Hospitals® Industrial
Association.

The ANF has previously sought
consent arbitration. VHIA continues
to seek formal arbitration.

This new arbitration proposal
would not arise out of the current
Section 240 conciliation proceedings
that the parties have been negotiating
under since November 9.

“This type of arbitration is con-
sistent with the purpose of the Act
and how it deals with disputes, and
would allow an independent umpire
from Fair Work Australia, who has not
been involved in any of the multitude

ANF secretary Lisa Fitzpatrick.

of proceedings, to provide a fresh
perspective and help the parties get
around the impasse,” Ms Fitzpatrick
said.

“The process would have to hap-
pen quickly and its outcome would
be binding on all the parties and |
can give a commitment that ANF

members would abide by the outcome
of the compromise arbitration.

“The ANF and its members have
a long history of abiding by EBA
outcomes overseen by the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission and
we will do the same under Fair Work
Australia,” she said. &

Baiada Poultry
workers settle
new agreement

To the workers at Baiada Poultry
from the National Union of
Workers: Congratulations to all
the NUW members at Baiada in
Laverton for your hard work and
fearless efforts over the last four
months of negotiations.

Your resolve has lead to a new
Agreement that you were told you
would never have.

While many members have said
they are grateful and surprised by the
amount of support from the move-
ment and community, many other
unionists are filled with inspiration
and pride at what you have done for
your workplace and the Australian
union movement by standing up for
your rights against such odds.

Now every worker at Baiada in
Laverton will be paid site rates.

No more cash in hand. No more
$10!

Your redundancy payments have
more than doubled.

Union and delegate rights, and
procedures to deal with bullying and
harassment have improved to protect
workers.

There will be an official mass
meeting to formally vote on the agree-
ment and all members will be alerted
on the union’s website, by text mes-
sage and by email. Please stay tuned.

The workers united will never be
defeated! &

A win against “dodgy” testing

There were happy scenes outside
a courthouse in Newcastle NSW
recently when a decision made by
a Fair Work Australia judge ruled
in favour of the Mining Division of
the CFMEU who were representing
five workers who were in some
cases wrongfully suspended from
work for failing a “dodgy” drug
and alcohol test.

The workers who work for a
very big well-known “Australian”
mining company also known as
“The Big Australian” were ran-
domly selected for drug and alco-
hol testing at their workplace, a
very big open cut coalmine on the
outskirts of Muswellbrook in the
Upper Hunter Valley of NSW. The
five people came up positive to a
popular synthetic drug (similar to
marijuana) that, at the time of test-
ing, was not banned from sale or
use in NSW. The five people were

suspended from work after meeting
with some of the senior mine boss-
es and were told that they cannot
return to work until they provide a
clean sample of urine.

They were also told that they
could send their B sample to a
laboratory in Western Australia for
analysis at their own expense. The
problem with that exercise is that
there is no standard for that syn-
thetic drug in any testing facility so
the result would be inconclusive.
Some of the suspended five were
out of work for 12 weeks or more
and with the cost of rent and food
here in the Upper Hunter it was
undoubtedly a very costly 12 weeks
for all.

Despite all efforts for a sensible
and peaceful resolution to this prob-
lem the “Big Australian’s” attitude
did not shift. They were determined
to hang these five workers out to

dry and make an example of them.
This jackboot attitude by the com-
pany only made the case for legal
action by the five workers more
determined. The scene was set for
quite a showdown with the mine’s
senior bosses and their barrister
lining up against the CFMEU’s
legal team. It didn’t take long for
the company’s legal argument to be
smashed by the union’s legal rep-
resentatives. The outcome was that
the five workers were to be fully
reinstated back at the mine with no
loss of pay or conditions.
Apparently the mining company
bosses were not happy with the
decision and looked totally dejected
as they left the courtroom. This
result proves beyond any doubt that
union solidarity is alive and well
amongst the Hunter Valley coalmin-
ers and that it also proves that the
big companies can be beaten. &
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Toomelah

Toomelah is the latest in a
growing number of films made
by Aboriginal directors about
Aboriginal people and their world.
These films about Aboriginal
people telling their own stories only
started in earnest in the early 1990s
with films Blackfellas, Freedomride
and Beyond the Dreamtime which
dealt with issues such as the Stolen
Generations, over-representation
of Aboriginal people in the justice
system, Aboriginal art and its
meaning and civil rights.

Before these films there were
movies made by white directors about
Aboriginal issues as seen through
white eyes and some of these were
sympathetic to culture, struggle
and voice of the Aboriginal people
crying to be heard. These movies
include, Walkabout, Chant of Jimmy
Blacksmith and The Fringe Dwellers
made in the 1970s and 1980s and
range more recently to Crocodile
Dundee, Baz Lurmann’s Australia
and Brendan Fletcher’s Mad Bastards.

The latter movie had a similar
theme to that of Toomelah in that its
principle protagonist was a young
Aboriginal boy experiencing the
restlessness and turmoil of discover-
ing who he is, where he belongs and
who it is that really loves and cares
about him. The father figure is also
played in both movies by the tall and
solid Noongar actor from Perth, Dean
Daley-Jones.

In Toomelah, director Ivan Sen
who previously made Beneath Clouds
(2002) goes back to his roots in
the north eastern New South Wales
Aboriginal community of the same
name which sits on the Maclnytre
River that forms the border with
Queensland (all the vehicles in the
movie have Queensland licence

The Condition
of the Working-Class
in England

MARK TWAIN

KING LEGPOLIVS

plates). The river forms a picturesque
backdrop to several scenes in the
movie as it reflects on the Aboriginal
past of this community which was
formed when a mission was built
there to absorb the Gamilaroi and
Bigambal Aboriginal people as the
pastoralists gradually occupied all the
land — a story played out over many
parts of Australia.

The movie starts with Daniel —a
sensitive troubled 10-year-old boy —
who comes from a home where his
mother is smoking marijuana and
the absentee father, a former boxer
of some notoriety, has since been
captured by the haze and stupor of
alcohol. There is only a loving yet sad
and almost inert nan who cares about
the son but lacks the will and energy
to act. With little to compel him to
stay at school he drifts off to a more
exciting world of a wannabe gangster
Linden and his entourage who has
taken to plying drugs to those who
can pay for the brief escape from the
frequent tedium and monotony of a
rural Aboriginal community.

However, the idyllic set-up of the
“plastic gangster” Linden is upset by
the return of the menacing Bruce (a
difficult role played well by Dean
Daley-Jones), an Aboriginal man
who was inside for home invasion
and rape. While the young Daniel
has recently been able to increase
his stature by taking on a local young
Tupac (a poignant yet sad reference
to some Aboriginal people’s affin-
ity to the glamorous yet ultimately
doomed African-American rapper)
in a boxing match set up by Linden,
Daniel’s world becomes increasingly
fragile as Linden’s fortunes take a turn
for the worse.

The movie’s tense and moving
climax provides a message to black

King Leopold’s Soliloquy
Mark Twain

A < Mark Twain is well known for his humorous writings. There is a cloak of silence

: surrounding his political works. This “forgotten” work, written in support of the Congo
people, is not to be found in the standard collected works. It is a biting satire fired with
the hate of injustice, a historic exposé of imperialism. It roused the world to the horrors
of the brutal crimes of colonisation in the Congo in the early 20th century. Mark Twain
took seriously the writer’s duty to be the conscience of his time. He travelled widely, “I
am an anti-imperialist,” he told the press, in 1900. “I am opposed to having the eagle
..... put his talons on any other land.”
International Publishers, NY, pb, 95pp $10 including p&p

State and Revolution

Vladimir I Lenin
A great deal is being said about the state today as governments deregulate, privatise
and wind back many of their responsibilities to provide for society. This classic is a
must read for anyone wanting to understand the role of the capitalist state and the
transition from capitalism to communism. It contains a chapter on Marx’s analysis

of the Paris Commune and several of Engels’ writings including “Engels on the
Overcoming of Democracy”.
International Publishers, NY, pb, 103pp $10 including p&p

and white audiences alike as to the
directions that Aboriginal people can
take and how non-Aboriginal people
can work together with them to move
forward as a people and have a more
rewarding destiny.

The preview was also attended
by the director Ivan Sen, and actor
Dean Daley-Jones. Sen spoke
about the movie’s reception by the
Toomelah community — which had
not only provided the backdrop for
the movie but also all of the actors
except Daley-Jones.

A special screening was set up
on the community’s sports oval and
people drove their cars onto the oval
—“making it part drive-in theatre and
part football grand final”, and watched
in rapture and awe the larger than
life representations of themselves
as their lives burst onto the screen
causing them to laugh almost from
beginning to end.

Toomelah since its release has
also been to the Cannes Film Festival
for 2011, where it was selected for
Un Certain Regard and received a
standing ovation in the presence of
its young star Daniel Connors and
director lvan Sen.

Sen also advised at the screening
that the flight to France by Daniel
was his first and that income from the
movie that is due to the young star
will be held in trust until he turns 18.

Ironically the movie which has a
large child cast has a MA 15+ rating
for its frequent course language and
drug references, some of the language
which comes from the children them-
selves. The movie also shows elders
teaching the children the “other”
language, that of their Indigenous
mother tongue.

The movie commenced screening
nationally on November 24. &

The Condition of the Working-class in England

Frederick Engels
Wonder what life would have been like without trade unions, what the past that Tony
Abbott would like to drag us back to, looks like? The graphic details in this book of
living and working conditions and the battles of labour movements are a grim reminder
of why we need trade unions and what they have achieved through class struggle. The
book also reveals the utter contempt that capitalists have for the workers they exploit
and throw on the scrap-heap. An important historical work.

Progress Publishers, Moscow, hc, 307pp  $20 including p&p

All three books for $30 including p&p

The Pharmacy Guild and drug companies have caused a lot of
damage to pharmacists’ reputations, according to a new poll.
The pharmacists’ union, the Pharmaceutical Society and the con-
sumer Health Forum have joined forces to demand the Health
Minister, Nicola Roxon, end the government’s exclusive negoti-
ations with the Pharmacy Guild for the agreement to dispense
prescribed medicines, through which pharmacists will receive
$15 million over four years. The Pharmacy Guild only represents
pharmacy owners and the agreement excludes representatives
of consumers and 20,000 pharmacists. “It strikes us as absurd
that the government is exclusively dealing with the Pharmacy
Guild, which only represents pharmacy owners, and is the
organisation responsible for recent controversies which have
damaged the reputation of Australian pharmacists,” said Chris
Walton, the chief executive of the Association of Professional
Engineers, Scientists and Managers Australia, which represents
employee pharmacists. “We are outraged that the Pharmacy
Guild and drug companies, motivated by profits, have caused
unprecedented damage to the pharmacy profession”, he said.

Twenty percent of all Indigenous people on the dole have had
their payments cut off because they failed to turn up to inter-
views. In the three months since the government changed the
dole rules making it easier to dock all unemployed people’s pay-
ments, Aboriginal people were the hardest hit. Nationally, about
10 percent of unemployed people incurred suspensions. The
highest proportion of Indigenous people who had their payments
docked was in Queensland (29 percent); followed by NSW (27
percent). Under the tougher dole rules, the first time a jobseek-
er fails to attend a Job Services Australia interview, Centrelink
puts a temporary stop on dole payments. They start again once
the jobseeker contacts Centrelink and confirms attendance at a
rescheduled appointment. In the case of a first failure, full pay-
back is provided. However, attending an interview is one thing.
Getting a job is another. The government says the new rules
are working as there is a three percent increase in attendance
rates. So far there is no indication that it has provided more jobs.

The full bench of the Family Court has declared that it “clear-
ly has the power” to split the assets of elderly couples who
remain married but are “physically separated” because
one of them lives in a nursing home. Under the determina-
tion, the Family Court could order the sale of the family home
and divide all other assets of a long marriage when a cou-
ple is separated by dementia and other diseases of old age.
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Michael Morpurgo writes
his own happy ending

Best known for his children’s books, the
British author, poet and playwright talks
to Libby Powell about his own childhood,
happy endings and why being a parent is
the hardest job he’s ever done.

Do you think that writing about conflict
has given you a way of making sense of grow-
ing up with the debris of war?

I come from a family that, like many fami-
lies, was split up by the Second World War. One
of the consequences of war, which we don’t
think about, is the destruction of personal lives.
I’m coming up to 68 and I’m not sure | make
any more sense of conflict by writing about it.
But certainly what I’m trying to do is to see if,
through fiction, 1 can shine a light on why it
continues to happen.

Would you call yourself a pacifist?

Yes, | would, now. | was in the US when
the last surviving veteran of the First World
War died. Aged 106, he said that he could no
longer think of a good reason to send people
to war. The last British veteran to die, Harry
Patch, said the same thing. He had come to the
conclusion, after all those years that it doesn’t
solve things at all.

When have you witnessed storytelling at
its most powerful?

I suppose it would be in a little mobile
classroom in a primary school in Kent. | was
teaching a particularly inattentive bunch of kids
and discovered that the only way | could engage
them was to read a story that resonated with
them. But looking down at a book separated
me from them. | found that if you can look
people in the eye as you tell them a story, you
can transform short attention spans and then the
power is enormous.

What has been the hardest journey you
have ever made?

I think it has been the journey made as a
parent. It is one of the roles that you are always
unprepared for and have to make up as you go
along. It seems simple to start with and it actu-
ally gets more complex as you and the children
get older. It has been the most difficult and the
most rewarding of journeys.

Your book The Kites are Flying! follows
a Palestinian child who refuses to speak — do
you feel you have a role to speak on behalf of
children who have lost their voice?

| feel that very strongly. Years ago, at a talk
I gave in Amman, Jordan, a Palestinian girl got
up and said: “You told us you write about things
that matter to you — do we Palestinians matter
enough to you to tell our story?” When | replied

that I didn’t know enough about her story, she
said: “Well, you could find out, couldn’t you?”

You are about to publish your retelling
of the Pied Piper of Hamelin: is this a tale
for our time?

In that story, the rats that plague the vil-
lage of Hamelin are significant. They are there
because they live off food left lying around by
the rich. It is a tale of the haves and the have-
nots. | was holding the book in my hand the
day of the London riots and thinking, this is a
story of our time. If you don’t look at equality
and fairness, we’ll never put things right. This
is so obvious to us all, but it does mean sharing
more, which we are not very good at doing.

Your books, although often with dark
moments, tend to end on a positive note —
what would be your own happy ending?

I think how you are remembered matters.
There is a lovely song in War Horse that says
we are only remembered for what we have
done but I think that is only half true: we are
also remembered for what we are, and to be
remembered fondly, as a good friend, is very
important to me.

New Internationalist &

Michael Morpurgo.

Are Durban climate talks worth the |

Nnimmo Bassey

With climate talks opening last Monday in
Durban, African civil society activists are
alarmed. The Ethiopian Prime Minister,
Meles Zewani, who is the spokesperson
for the African Union, is credited with
saying that Africa will be “flexible” in the
negotiations.

This announcement would considerably
weaken the hands of African negotiators
who have taken a strong stance against the
failure of developed countries to deliver on
their moral and legal obligations for climate
action.

Besides the highly vulnerable small
island states, Africa is really set to be worst
hit by catastrophic climate change. The
impacts are already here: droughts and fam-
ines have raged in the Horn of Africa; a rise

in unusual rains and floods; increased deser-
tification. It is also uncontested that Africa
will experience heightened levels of tem-
perature increases above global averages,
further compounding the damage.

These ominous predictions set the scene
for the 17th round of UN climate talks, or
“COP17”. The city itself sits under a thick
cloud from its coal fired plants. Last year,
South Africa’s public electricity company,
ESKOM, received a huge loan from the
World Bank to build one of the largest coal
fired power plants in the world.

The World Bank is embedded in the
financial architecture of climate change, and
the inherent contradictions of South Africa’s
energy policy in this vulnerable continent
make it the ideal host for the contested
COP17 talks.

The general feeling among people

coming to Durban — official and non-official
— is that COP17 will not deliver anything
significantly different from what came out
of the ineffective negotiations last year in
Cancun, Mexico.

Little surprise then, that some activists
are wondering whether to bother engaging at
all. | recently attended a fascinating debate
at Dirty Energy Week hosted by Friends of
the Earth South Africa, where a panel con-
sidered whether there was any point in civil
society groups turning up.

Many feel that climate talks sap a lot
of energy and only set the stage for cata-
strophic climate change in Africa and around
the world.

The other side argued that if civil society
does not engage with the UN talks, then that
space would certainly be taken up by pol-
luters and by those who see climate change

not as a crisis but as a business opportunity,
such as carbon traders.

Others characterised the continued par-
ticipation of civil society at the UN talks
as a manifestation of the “Stockholm syn-
drome” where the kidnapped marries the
kidnapper and would not see an open door
of escape even if the door were wide open
and unguarded.

Bobby Peek, Director of Friends of the
Earth South Africa, sees the fight stretching
far beyond the talks themselves. He com-
pares the struggle against climate change to
the mass efforts that saw the defeat of apart-
heid in South Africa.

“Once again our communities need to
organise, mobilise,” he said. “We need to
help build a new just and sustainable world
that puts the interests and needs of ordinary
people and communities first.”

In Indonesia, anger against mining giant

Anthony Kuhn

A foreign mining company, protected by
hundreds of soldiers, extracts precious
resources from a remote tropical forest.
The mining enrages indigenous tribes,
who resist.

It may sound like a movie script, but
it is in fact the story of the world’s largest
gold mine, located high in the mountains of
Indonesia’s Papua province and owned by
Freeport-McMoRan, an American mining
conglomerate.

The Grasberg mine’s open pit yawns near
equatorial glaciers in the shadow of Mount
Puncak Jaya in Papua. In recent weeks, thou-
sands of miners there have gone on strike for
higher pay; several have been killed. On October
10, miners tried to block replacement workers
from boarding buses to the mine. Some strik-
ers threw rocks at police, who answered with
gunfire, killing miner Petrus Ayamiseba and
wounding six others.

Then on October 15 and again on October
21, unidentified gunmen struck, killing four

Freeport-McMoRan workers and two locals.
Meanwhile, unidentified saboteurs cut the pipe-
line that carries minerals from the mine down
the mountain and to a local port.

The violence is the latest chapter in prob-
lems that have dogged Freeport-McMoRan since
it signed its first contract with the Indonesian
government in 1967. It was not until two years
later that Indonesia’s government annexed the
region.

The Freeport-McMoRan issue complicates
Jakarta’s governance of the country’s newest,
poorest and remotest province, wracked by a
low-level insurgency waged by Papuans seek-
ing independence.

Strike over pay

On September 15, thousands of unionised
workers walked off the job. Union lawyer Tri
Puspital says the workers are seeking wages of
$7.50 to $33 an hour.

“We’re making $1-$3 an hour,” he explains.
“We’re not asking for the same pay as Freeport
workers in other countries. We are just asking
for what’s rightfully ours, considering how

much the minerals mined at Grasberg contribute
to Freeport.”

The miners point out that last year, the
Grasberg mine contributed $6.3 billion of the
nearly $19 billion in revenues reported by
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold. The com-
pany, based in Phoenix, Arizona, is the world’s
largest producer of copper and gold, and ranks
136th on the Fortune 500 list, just behind Nike
and ahead of Time Warner Cable.

“What has happened to the Papuans, if peo-
ple could see and if people understood, would
break your heart,” says Australian academic
Denise Leith, who wrote The Politics of Power,
a book about Freeport-McMoRan. “Freeport are
indeed part of that, because of their support of
the Indonesian military.”

Payments to police, soldiers
Foreign media are barred from Papua with-
out government approval.
Freeport-McMoRan spokesman Eric
Kinneberg declined to be interviewed for
this story. But in an email to National Public
Radio (NPR), he wrote that under the terms of

an Indonesian presidential decree, Freeport-
McMoRan gave the police and military $14
million last year for support services and com-
munity programs.

Andreas Harsono, a Jakarta-based researcher
with the group Human Rights Watch, notes that
the legality of the payments has never been
challenged in court.

“There are laws in the US and also in
Indonesia that US companies, and Indonesian
companies, any company, cannot pay the
Indonesian military,” Harsono explains. “But it
can be waived if the company is considered to
be on the list of vital national interests.”

Freeport-McMoRan denies paying individual
policemen or soldiers. But The Jakarta Globe
newspaper recently quoted National Police
Chief Timur Pradopo, who defended the direct
payments as legitimate. He called them “lunch
money.” In a letter dated November 1, 2011,
the United Steelworkers union wrote to the US
Department of Justice, asking it to investigate
whether Freeport-McMoRan’s payments amount-
ed to bribing a foreign government, in violation
of the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.
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yother?

The question is not so much whether
COP17 will deliver an acceptable climate
agreement, but whether the peoples’ upris-
ings in the world will echo in Durban. Are
politicians prepared to listen to the demands
of the people or will they only hear the
polluters?

Will this be a Conference of Parties, or
will it be a Conference of Polluters? Will
carbon trading and its accompanying array
of market mechanisms run rampant? Will the
so-called Clean Development Mechanisms
be finally seen as Corporate Development
Mechanism, Corrupt Development
Mechanism or Crimes Development
Mechanism?

New Internationalist &
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Avoiding accountability?

Abigail Abrash Walton, a human rights
expert at Antioch University New England, says
Freeport has lobbied its way out of some tight
spots with the help of powerful board members,
including former US secretary of state Henry
Kissinger.

“Because of politics and the power of
money in politics, this company has been able
to avoid accountability under the rule of law,”
Walton says.

Walton notes that in 2000, Indonesia’s then
President Abdurrahman Wahid suggested that
the government should renegotiate its contract
with Freeport-McMoRan, which has a 91 per-
cent stake in the venture, to give the country a
bigger share of the profits.

When Wahid “made that noise,” Walton
says, Kissinger flew to Jakarta immediately,
met with the president and offered himself as
an adviser to the new government.

“And as soon as he did that, the issue about
renegotiating the contract with Freeport went
away immediately,” Walton says. &

Bankers have
seized Europe
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Thousands of people demonstrate against the financial crisis in Spain.

Paul Craig Roberts

On November 25, two days after a failed
German government bond auction in which
Germany was unable to sell 35 percent of
its offerings of 10-year bonds, the German
finance minister, Wolfgang Schaeuble
said that Germany might retreat from its
demands that the private banks that hold the
troubled sovereign debt from Greece, Italy,
and Spain must accept part of the cost of
their bailout by writing off some of the debt.

The private banks want to avoid any losses
either by forcing the Greek, Italian, and Spanish
governments to make good on the bonds by
imposing extreme austerity on their citizens,
or by having the European Central Bank print
euros with which to buy the sovereign debt from
the private banks. Printing money to make good
on debt is contrary to the ECB’s charter and
especially frightens Germans, because of the
Weimar experience with hyperinflation.

Obviously, the German government got
the message from the orchestrated failed bond
auction. There is no reason for Germany, with
its relatively low debt to GDP ratio compared
to the troubled countries, not to be able to sell
its bonds.

If Germany’s creditworthiness is in doubt,
how can Germany be expected to bail out other
countries? Evidence that Germany’s failed bond
auction was orchestrated is provided by troubled
Italy’s successful bond auction two days later.

Strange, isn’t it? Italy, the largest EU coun-
try that requires a bailout of its debt, can still
sell its bonds, but Germany, which requires no
bailout and which is expected to bear a dispro-
portionate cost of Italy’s, Greece’s and Spain’s
bailout, could not sell its bonds.

In my opinion, the failed German bond auc-
tion was orchestrated by the US Treasury, by
the European Central Bank and EU authorities,
and by the private banks that own the troubled
sovereign debt.

My opinion is based on the following facts.
Goldman Sachs and US banks have guaranteed
perhaps US$1 trillion or more of European sov-
ereign debt by selling swaps or insurance against
which they have not reserved. The fees the US
banks received for guaranteeing the values of
European sovereign debt instruments simply
went into profits and executive bonuses. This,
of course, is what ruined the American insur-
ance giant, AlG, leading to the TARP bailout
at US taxpayer expense and Goldman Sachs’
enormous profits.

If any of the European sovereign debt fails,
US financial institutions that issued swaps or
unfunded guarantees against the debt are on the
hook for large sums that they do not have. The
reputation of the US financial system probably
could not survive its default on the swaps it has
issued. Therefore, the failure of European sov-
ereign debt would renew the financial crisis in
the US, requiring a new round of bailouts and/
or a new round of Federal Reserve “quantita-
tive easing,” that is, the printing of money in
order to make good on irresponsible financial

instruments, the issue of which enriched a tiny
number of executives.

Certainly, President Obama does not want
to go into an election year facing this prospect
of high profile US financial failure. So, without
any doubt, the US Treasury wants Germany out
of the way of a European bailout.

The private French, German, and Dutch
banks, which appear to hold most of the trou-
bled sovereign debt, don’t want any losses.
Either their balance sheets, already ruined by
Wall Street’s fraudulent derivatives, cannot
stand further losses or they fear the drop in
their share prices from lowered earnings due
to write-downs of bad sovereign debts. In other
words, for these banks big money is involved,
which provides an enormous incentive to get
the German government out of the way of their
profit statements.

The European Central Bank does not like
being a lesser entity than the US Federal Reserve
and the UK’s Bank of England. The ECB wants
the power to be able to undertake “quantitative
easing” on its own. The ECB is frustrated by the
restrictions put on its powers by the conditions
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and Managing Director of Goldman Sachs
International and a member of Goldman Sachs’
Management Committee. Draghi was also Italian
Executive Director of the World Bank, Governor
of the Bank of Italy, a member of the govern-
ing council of the European Central Bank, a
member of the board of directors of the Bank
for International Settlements, and a member
of the boards of governors of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development and
the Asian Development Bank, and Chairman of
the Financial Stability Board.

Obviously, Draghi is going to protect the
power of bankers.

Italy’s new prime minister, who was
appointed not elected, was a member of
Goldman Sachs Board of International Advisers.
Mario Monti was appointed to the European
Commission, one of the governing organisations
of the EU. Monti is European Chairman of the
Trilateral Commission, a US organisation that
advances American hegemony over the world.
Monti is a member of the Bilderberg group
and a founding member of the Spinelli group,
an organisation created in September 2010 to

Italy’s new prime minister,

who was appointed not elected,
was a member of Goldman Sachs
Board of International Advisers.

that Germany required in order to give up its
own currency and the German central bank’s
control over the country’s money supply. The
EU authorities want more “unity,” by which is
meant less sovereignty of the member countries
of the EU. Germany, being the most powerful
member of the EU, is in the way of the power
that the EU authorities desire to wield.

Thus, the German bond auction failure,
an orchestrated event to punish Germany
and to warn the German government not to
obstruct “unity” or loss of individual country’s
sovereignty.

Germany, which has been browbeat since
its defeat in World War I1, has been made con-
stitutionally incapable of strong leadership. Any
sign of German leadership is quickly quelled
by dredging up remembrances of the Third
Reich. As a consequence, Germany has been
pushed into a European Union that intends to
destroy the political sovereignty of the member
governments, just as Abe Lincoln destroyed the
sovereignty of the American states.

Who will rule the New Europe? Obviously,
the private European banks and Goldman Sachs.

The new president of the ECB is Mario
Draghi. This person was Vice Chairman

facilitate integration within the EU.

Just as an unelected banker was installed as
prime minister of Italy, an unelected banker was
installed as prime minister of Greece. Obviously,
they are intended to produce the bankers’ solu-
tion to the sovereign debt crisis.

Greece’s new appointed prime minister,
Lucas Papademos, was Governor of the Bank of
Greece. From 2002-2010 he was Vice President
of the European Central Bank. He, also, is a
member of America’s Trilateral Commission.

Jacques Delors, a founder of the European
Union, promised the British Trade Union
Congress in 1988 that the European Commission
would require governments to introduce pro-
labour legislation. Instead, we find the banker-
controlled European Commission demanding
that European labour bail out the private banks
by accepting lower pay, fewer social services,
and a later retirement.

The European Union, just like everything
else, is merely another scheme to concen-
trate wealth in a few hands at the expense
of European citizens, who are destined, like
Americans, to be the serfs of the 21st century.
globalresearch.ca &
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Spain

Crushing right-wing victory as
economy teeters at brink

Emile Schepers

As expected, the November 20 election to the
Cortes Generales (the Spanish parliament)
was a massive defeat for the ruling Socialist
Workers’ Party (PSOE), as voters punished
the incumbents for a brutal economic
crisis and for imposing austerity measures
demanded by European bankers. However,
the Marxist left advanced.

The elections saw a loss of 59 seats in the
Congress of Deputies (the lower house), by
Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero’s
PSOE, resulting from a more than 15.14 percent
drop in its popular vote since the last elec-
tions in 2008. The right-wing People’s Party
(Partido Popular or PP) gained 32 new seats,
resulting from an increase of 4.68 percent of
the popular vote.

The United Left (Izquierda Unida, 1U), of
which the Communist Party of Spain is a major
component, also surged, picking up nine seats
based on an increase in its popular vote from
970,000 votes in 2008 to 1,600,000 votes in this
election. A number of other smaller parties of
both left and right, including ones representing
the autonomous Basque and Catalan regions,
also picked up seats, mostly at the expense of
the PSOE. Turnout was 71 percent.

This gives the PP, headed by Galician politi-
cian Mariano Rajoy, an absolute majority in the
350-seat lower house, with 186 of the deputies
as opposed to 110 for the PSOE, 11 for the 1U,
and the rest for smaller parties. The only party
to lose seats besides the PSOE was the Catalan
leftist party, ERC, which lost one seat. In the
208-seat Senate, the upper house of the Cortes
Generales, the PP also won an absolute majority.

Rajoy moved quickly to establish a new
government to take power on December 20,
with himself as Prime Minister (actually called
“president” in Spain, in spite of the fact that
King Juan Carlos is the head of state).

The defeat of the PSOE was predicted by
public opinion polls and political commentators

of all stripes. Like social democratic govern-
ments in Portugal and Greece, Rodriguez
Zapatero’s government in Spain has found
itself facing a massive economic crisis and has
been implementing austerity measures which
the European Union, the European Central
Bank and the International Monetary Fund
(collectively called the “troika”) have been
demanding.

Social democrats in Portugal were already
punished in the June 2011 elections for follow-
ing similar policies, when they lost heavily to
the right. It is clear that if an election were held
in Greece today, the same thing would happen.
But reports from Italy are that the centre-left
would defeat the incumbent right in an elec-
tion today, which suggests that voters across
the economically beleaguered “PIIGS” group
of European countries (Portugal, Ireland, Italy,
Greece, Spain) are punishing incumbents rather
than shifting ideologically to the right.

Both social democratic and conservative
parties in power have given in to the troika’s
pressures for austerity in exchange for bailouts
of their critically endangered economies, while
in each country the communist party or parties
have resisted the austerity policies, and have
advanced or held their own in elections. But the
increased support for communist candidates has
not been enough to prevent right-wing parties
from taking advantage of the anger with the
incumbents.

Rajoy’s electoral strategy was based on let-
ting the PSOE government take the blame for
the poor condition of the economy (including
20 percent unemployment and very high defi-
cits) and for the austerity measures, which had
led to a widespread protest movement by the
“indignados” (indignant ones) similar to, and
related to the Occupy Wall Street movement
in the United States, while being vague about
what he would actually do in power. But Rajoy
is likely to implement policies even further to
the right and even more painful to the Spanish
working class than did Rodriguez Zapatero.

Mariano Rajoy storms to victory.

Rajoy is close to conservative Catholic Church
sectors and is likely to put the brakes on liberali-
sation of social policy initiated under Rodriguez
Zapatero. Abortion rights and the rights of gays
and lesbians will be endangered.

In foreign policy, Rajoy has clearly stated
that he will repudiate the policies of Rodriguez
Zapatero’s government, which had improved
relations with left-wing governments in
Latin America, especially those of Cuba and
Venezuela, and return to the hostile attitude

of Rodriguez Zapatero’s predecessor, the PP’s
Felipe Aznar.

Meanwhile, German chancellor Angela
Merkel called for the new Spanish government
to move decisively to implement even harsher
privatisation and austerity measures demanded
by the troika. Rajoy will do this willingly, with
the probability that protests by labour and the
general population will increase in the coming
period.

People’s World &

US and French air strikes
raise human toll in Somalia

Abayomi Azikiwe

The Somali conflict is part of ongo-
ing campaigns by the Pentagon and
NATO to secure large sections of
Africa that have strategic value to
the US and Europe.

United States and French mili-
tary involvement in Africa is taking
a deadly toll in Somalia. Despite
Washington’s denials, the people of
this nation are suffering under the
impact of yet another imperialist-
driven war.

Kenyan army units crossed over
into southern Somalia in October in
an operation aimed at eliminating
the bases of the Al-Shabaab Islamic
resistance movement, which con-
trols large sections of this Horn of
Africa nation.

French military spokesperson
Colonel Thierry Burkhard con-
firmed recently that Paris was flying
equipment to reinforce the Kenyan
soldiers. France in recent months
has been involved in overthrow-
ing the government of lvory Coast,
regime change in Libya and curbing

piracy in the Gulf of Guinea off
West Africa.

The Somali conflict is part of
ongoing campaigns by the Pentagon
and NATO to secure large sections
of Africa that have strategic value
to US and European imperialism.
The White House has justified its
aggression by labelling Al-Shabaab
a “terrorist organisation” affiliated
with Al-Qaeda. Two US administra-
tions have armed and financed the
so-called African Union Mission
to Somalia (AMISOM), which has
9,000 troops in Mogadishu protect-
ing a Washington-backed regime.

US drones Kill civilians
Daily drone attacks in Somalia
have reportedly resulted in hun-
dreds of civilian deaths in recent
weeks. Press TV reported that 79
more people have been killed in
US assassination drone attacks
in southern Somalia, bringing
the deaths to 146 over two days.
The US military launched terror
drone attacks on Bilis Qoogaani
town, which is located 278 miles

southwest of the Somali capital
Mogadishu on November 11.

In addition, on the same
day a French military helicopter
crashed near the southern port city
of Kismayo, killing nine people.
The military chopper went down
while providing cover for Kenyan
military units attacking Al-Shabaab
bases in the vicinity.

These increased air strikes in
Somalia are related to deployment
of US personnel and weapons in the
Horn of Africa, North Africa and
the Arabian Peninsula. Drones are
being launched in at least five other
countries in these regions.

The Washington Post reported
on October 27 that the US has
been secretly flying Reaper drones
from a remote civilian airport in
southern Ethiopia, spending mil-
lions of dollars to update an air-
field in Arba Minch. The Reapers
began flying missions earlier this
year over neighbouring Somalia.
The Pentagon has denied that the
drones are armed, saying they are
being used only for surveillance,

but the Post article adds that the
pilotless planes can be equipped
with Hellfire missiles and satellite-
guided bombs.

Despite the massacres carried
out by Washington in Somalia, the
Al-Shabaab fighters have contin-
ued to launch operations against
the Kenyan military forces. On
November 11, the Islamic resist-
ance movement said it had killed
30 Kenyan troops and destroyed six
military trucks in an ambush of a
military convoy.

Israel is also getting into the
war, and will be participating with
Kenya in intensified offensives
inside neighbouring Somalia. (Press
TV, November 11.)

This further militarisation of
southern Somalia coincides with
the spread of cholera in the areas
of Jilib Town and Hoomboy, where
81 people have died from the
waterborne disease. Somali physi-
cians reported that within a 24-hour
period starting November 12,670
children entered medical centres in
Mareerey northeast of Jilib.

These areas have been severely
impacted by flooding as well. River
waters have rushed into districts
near Jilib, destroying hundreds of
homes. Doctors report increased
cases of malaria as well due to the
Juba and Shabelle rivers overflow-
ing into many districts.

The AMISOM forces, com-
posed of 9,000 troops from the
US-backed regimes of Uganda
and Burundi,are working to prop
up Somilia’s Transitional Federal
Government and its military and
police. On November 12, a grenade
hit patrolling pro-TFG soldiers in
Mogadishu, killing at least six.

Also in the northern Mogadishu
district of Huriwa, Al-Shabaab was
reported to have killed 20 soldiers
from TFG units in an exchange of
mortar fire. In other fighting in the
Dayniile district at least 14 civilians
died after the shelling of a residen-
tial area from an unknown source.

The human toll from yet anoth-
er imperialist-sponsored war in
Africa grows daily.

All Africa
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Family of 12 faces eviction
IN East Jerusalem

Nadia Walid Somrein

In the Silwan neighbourhood of occupied
East Jerusalem, another house is about
to bite the dust. The odds are certainly
stacked against the Somrein family, which
has received eviction orders and a series of
bills amounting to more than two million
shekels (over US$500,000) worth of “back
rent”. Back rent for what? For living in
the family house, on family land, in Silwan.

The house and land in question is located in
Wadi Hilweh, Silwan, just two hundred metres
from al-Agsa Mosque on the southern side of the
Old City walls. The property belonged to Musa
Abdullah Somrein, a Jerusalem 1D holder. Hajj
Musa, as he was known, passed away in 1983
and was buried in Jerusalem, while his burial
certificate was issued by the Israeli Ministry
of Interior.

Today, Hajj Musa’s nephew, Mohammed
Somrein, lives there with 11 other members of
the Somrein family. Mohammed has lived in
this house, with his uncle while he was alive,
since he was five years old. The years since have
not been kind to Mohammed. He is diabetic and
requires dialysis treatment on a regular basis.
He is also unemployed. And now, he has been
hit with an eviction order and a huge fine he
cannot possibly pay.

“Absentee property”

Somehow, despite Mohammed’s 48 years
of residence in this house, and despite the fact
there are legal documents clearly stating that
the land is owned by the Somrein family, the
land has been declared absentee property and
thus subject to confiscation. The property has
been defined as such because Hajj Musa’s
direct descendants — his children and grand-
children — live in the United States, the United
Arab Emirates and Jordan. Mohammed’s status
as Hajj Musa’s nephew has been completely
overlooked, and his lifetime residence on the

property, with the consent of the children of
Hajj Musa, disregarded.

Though this could never happen in any
normal country, under Israeli rule, all absurd
things seem possible for Palestinians. After
Hajj Musa’s death, the land was transferred to
the Custodian of Absentee Property. He went
on to transfer custody of the land to the Israel
Development Authority, which transferred the
land to the Jewish National Fund (JNF).

The JNF, in turn, transferred the property
to a subsidiary company called Himnuta. While
this bizarre series of events was unfolding,
Mohammed and his family continued to live
in the house, unaware that they were about to
receive a very distressing shock (“Palestinian
family given two weeks to vacate East Jerusalem
home,” Haaretz, November 15, 2011).

In 1991, Himnuta lodged a complaint
against the Somrein family in Israeli courts,
demanding their eviction. They also started
“billing” Mohammed for living on the property.
Mohammed fought the order, arguing that Hajj
Musa was a Jerusalem resident, who died in
Jerusalem, was never “absent” from his property,
and that his family continue to reside there.

Himnuta, according to the Somrein family
lawyer, is just another of the many faces of Elad,
an extreme right-wing Jewish settler organisa-
tion. Also known as the Ir David Foundation,
Elad has the backing of the Israeli prime min-
ister’s office, the Israeli-controlled Jerusalem
municipality, and the Israel Antiquities Authority
(which Elad helps finance). Elad’s aim was best
expressed in a 2007 interview with then Elad
development director Doron Speilman. During
the interview, he gestured toward Silwan and
said: “Our goal is to turn all this land you see
behind you into Jewish hands” (Tim McGirk,
“Archaeology in Jerusalem: Digging Up
Trouble,” Time Magazine, February 8, 2010).

Indeed, most of the 30 dunums (about 7.4
acres) included in the land swap were apparently
leased to settlers without tender (“Palestinian

Silwan — Wadi Hilweh, a view to the old part of the city.

family at immediate risk of eviction in Silwan,”
Settlement Watch East Jerusalem, November
16, 2011).

The question remains, how will Mohammed
Somrein and his family fight a well-financed
and invidious organisation such as Elad in an
Israeli court already biased in Elad’s favour?
For that matter, how do the many other families
in Silwan succeed in regaining the land and
homes that have been snatched by Elad? How
do others protect themselves from similar fates?

Since the Wadi Hilweh Information Centre
came into being in 2009, it has reported that 15
eviction notices have been issued to families in
Silwan alone. Meanwhile, according to a study
by the Jerusalem-based human rights organisa-
tion Al-Maqgdese for Society Development,
Silwan has had 36 buildings housing 245 people
demolished by Israeli authorities between 2000
and 2010 (“House demolitions in Silwan,”
Al-Maqdese for Society Development, July
2010). Furthermore, plans announced by the

Jerusalem municipality in 2009 to demolish 88
homes in the Bustan area of Silwan have not
been cancelled (“An update on Bustan,” Wadi
Hilweh Information Centre, May 25, 2011).

And just last week, the Committee for
the Defence of Silwan issued a statement
announcing that the Jerusalem municipality
seized a piece of land belonging to a Palestinian
Orthodox monastery in the neighbourhood of
al-Thawri in west Silwan. According to the
statement, these 850 square metres of land are
to be turned into a Talmudic garden (for students
of Jewish law and ethics) and a parking lot
(“Israeli municipality seizes land in Silwan,”
Wafa, November 16, 2011).

Of immediate concern, however, are the
12 Somreins who are to be evicted next week,
unless a court order declares that the case has
not yet reached its conclusion. If the family
is evicted, they will have nowhere else to go.
The Electronic Intifada &

Uprising against authoritarian regime
IS renewed In Egypt’s streets

Emile Schepers

On February 11 this year, a
massive non-violent uprising
involving all sectors of the
population succeeded in ousting
long-time Egyptian strongman
Hosni Mubarak. However, since
Mubarak’s departure, Egyptians
have been frustrated in their desire
for a democratic transformation,
and the armed forces, one of
Mubarak’s main support bases,
has maintained its control of the
country. But more mass demon-
strations, involving hundreds of
thousands of protesters across the
country, have brought the country

Perth

to the point where the army might
be forced out as well.

The context of the new mobili-
sations includes the poor perform-
ance of the Egyptian economy,
as well as rough treatment meted
out by security forces against
demonstrators.

The country’s budget deficit
nears 10 percent of gross domestic
profit, and foreign reserves are
sharply depleted, while tourism
and direct foreign investment have
declined.

The wave of rebellions which,
starting in Tunisia in January, have
swept through the Arab world have
been rooted in economic woes as
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well as dissatisfaction with the
lack of democratic institutions, and
Egypt is no exception. Jobs are
scarce and, if Egypt goes hat in
hand to international lending insti-
tutions, such as the International
Monetary Fund, it is likely that the
social safety net will take a hit, as
cuts in social benefits will be the
price extorted for any extension of
credit.

The demonstrations that started
up eight days ago began in Tahrir
Square in Cairo, but have spread
to Alexandria, Port Said and other
cities and towns. The numbers
appear to be as great as in the
protests that toppled Mubarak in
February, and the police crack-
down is just as vicious, with at
least 33 protesters killed so far.
The deaths have resulted from
gunfire, rubber bullets, and tear
gas.

Protesters, representing a large
number of organisations and soci-
etal sectors, are demanding first
of all the resignation of the de-
facto military ruler of Egypt, Field
Marshall Hussein Tantawi, and of
the Supreme Council of the Armed
Forces, which has been ruling the
country since Mubarak resigned.

Legislative elections are
scheduled for Monday, November
28, and a presidential election by
November 2012, but protesters fear

that if these elections are carried
out by a military government, they
won’t be honest. Rather, they want
the government to be handed over
immediately to a civilian National
Salvation Council.

The military is digging in its
heels. However, the interim cabinet
headed by Prime Minister Sharaf
did resign (the idea being to set
up an “un-political” technocratic
government), and Field Marshall
Tantawi did offer the protesters
the possibility of a referendum to
decide whether the military should
cede power, but this offer was
indignantly rejected.

Besides an end to military rule,
demands shared by all protesting
groups are
» An end to trials of civilians in

military courts.
 Holding the presidential
elections in April 2012, not
November.

Investigation and punishment for
state security agents accused of
killing protesters, and a complete
overhaul of the state security
system.

Various meetings have been
taking place among opposition
parties, including some Islamist
parties and liberal democrats. The
powerful Muslim Brotherhood,
however, has held back from par-
ticipating in the protests at this

stage, fuelling fears that it might
eventually make common cause
with the military government.

An agreement was announced
between the military government
and the Muslim Brotherhood,
along with some smaller parties
and organisations. According to
this plan, the presidential elec-
tion would take place toward
the end of June, but the military
would remain in control until then.
This agreement was immediately
rejected by the street movement, as
an opportunistic ploy designed to
allow the military and the brother-
hood to exercise undue influence
on the writing of a new constitu-
tion. This agreement was also
contemptuously rejected by the
thousands massed in Tahrir Square.

On the left, 13 political par-
ties, including the Egyptian
Communist Party, the Egyptian
Social Democratic Party, the
Revolutionary Socialists and the
Free Egyptians Party met and
issued a statement in support of the
protests. They added the demand
that all protesters detained by the
authorities be released immedi-
ately, and strongly denounced
the repressive measures being
employed against protesters.

It is expected that protests will
continue.

People’s World &
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Appalling push to end
cluster bomb ban

I am utterly shocked and appalled
to read that the US government is
leading a push to try to overturn
the international ban on cluster
bombs, a lethal and incredibly
indiscriminate weapon. Many
thousands of people, including
numerous children, have been
killed and maimed by these bombs.

When cluster bombs are used in
conflict areas they disperse hundreds
of smaller bomblets. Many of these
bomblets fail to explode at the time of
use and lay embedded in the ground
exploding months or years later when

farmers, their children or other civil-
ians disturb them. Children and other
people around the world are still dying
and being badly injured by cluster
bombs in various countries years after
wars have ended.

Under intense public outrage
in 2008, 111 countries signed a
Convention on Cluster Munitions, that
prohibited the use of cluster bombs,
called for the destruction of stockpiles
within eight years, clearance of areas
contaminated by the munitions and
help for victims of these weapons.
The USA has refused to sign the
convention. Since 2008, the US,
Israel, Russia, Thailand, Cambodia
and Georgia have used cluster bombs.

Now the US, Russia and China
are promoting a new agreement that
would give exemptions and allow
them and other countries to continue
to use these dreadful weapons. They
are pressuring some signatory coun-
tries such as Germany, France, Italy,
Britain, Australia, Canada, Japan and
Sweden to back their new amendment
to the law.

It was righteous anger from
people that led to the ban on these

Sydney

PAME delegation

horrible bombs and only continued
public indignation and pressure will
compel the defeat of this shameful
attempt to weaken the ban on cluster
munitions. The Convention on Cluster
Munitions was a step in the right
direction in curtailing the arms trade
in and use of cluster bombs. We must
speak up and protest against these
appalling actions by the US and others
to sanction the use of these weapons
and the ongoing carnage they cause.
Let world leaders know we will
not tolerate the killing and maiming
of many more thousands of people
in the interests of increased profits
to the arms trade corporations. And
that we, parents of children and
other concerned people care about
the fate of children and parents in
troubled countries, several already
littered with thousands of unexploded
cluster bombs. How much longer
will the world put up with the dire
consequences of these indiscriminate
bombs, resulting in further senseless
loss of so many civilian lives and grief
for more families.
Steven Katsineris
Vic

Hear the PAME delegation speak on the struggle in Greece
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An open letter to
the Queen

Dear Queen Elizabeth,

Recently, the Australian govern-
ment has made an egregious
agreement with the United States
of America which will see war
ready troops of that nation sta-
tioned upon our soil and postured
for deployment throughout our
region. This is not only an insult
to our national independence
but a destabilising force upon
the entire area. Children are still
being maimed and murdered as a
result of previous interference by
the United States of America in
Southeast Asia.

It is often pointed out to
Australians that you are ultimately
our head of state. Being that the leader
of the opposition in our parliament
would favour an accelerated and even
more subservient policy there seems
only one solution.

As a citizen of Australia | humbly
petition you, as our Queen:

PLEASE, do what you can to
reverse this horrible threat to the
peace of the world.

Thank You,

Peter Ronne
NSW

ASEAN rewards Burma
for human rights
abuses

Burma Campaign Australia
believes the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
has missed an opportunity to push

for improvements for human
rights in Burma. ASEAN leaders
attending a meeting in Indonesia
agreed to allow Burma to chair the
regional bloc in 2014.

Since the election in Burma a
year ago there have been a signifi-
cant increase in serious human rights
abuses and an escalation in armed
conflict, where civilians are deliber-
ately being targeted in military attacks
by the Burmese army.

Furthermore, repression of politi-
cal rights has not lifted for ordinary
people in Burma and political pris-
oners continue to be arrested and
detained.

Inviting Burma to chair ASEAN
at this time sends the message that you
can not only get away with brutally
oppressing your people, but you will
be rewarded for doing so. Burma has
won the ASEAN chair through its
obstinate refusal to undertake real
changes towards democracy.

Burma was supposed to chair
ASEAN in 2006. Burma opted not to
chair the grouping at that time after
significant international pressure.

Itis not in ASEAN’s best interest
to allow Burma to chair the regional
bloc.

Burma’s image is one charac-
terised by systematically violating
human rights. It recruits child soldiers,
sanctions rape and sexual violence of
women and girls, uses slave labour,
has forced hundreds of thousands of
people to flee military attacks, and
imprisoned thousands of political
prisoners. This will be the image that
ASEAN portrays to the world in 2014.

Zetty Brake
Burma Campaign Australia
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Fox News
or faux
news?

Anyone who has enjoyed the dubi-
ous benefits of a Foxtel contract
for even a short time will be aware
that Fox News is a truly diabolical
excuse for a news service: inaccu-
rate, rabidly biased, and dedicated
to the Rupert Murdoch mantra
(as he once told the editorial staff
of The Australian) that his news-
papers and TV news channels are
not in the news business but “the
entertainment business”.

All bourgeois news media present
the news from anywhere in the world
as a succession of random, discon-
nected acts of violence, whether the
news event is an erupting volcano or
a push for better living standards. All
are at pains to avoid any suggestion of
left-wing bias, but brush away claims
of right-wing bias as they would brush
away flies at a picnic.

The viewing public would
surely shy away from them if they
announced that their news cover-
age would in future be restricted to
propaganda and trivia, so they don’t
announce it — they just do it. We have
all seen news bulletins where deci-
sions that affect the lives of millions
of people receive less coverage than

speculation about a football team
changing its coach.

Those news outlets that wish to
appeal to the educated upper and mid-
dle classes make special efforts to give
their news coverage suitable gravitas
and “depth” to distinguish them from
the “tabloid news” outlets, but the
differences are ultimately superficial,
matters of degree rather than essence.
There is general agreement, however,
among news watchers that a diet of
Fox News will scramble your brain.

And now a new survey from
Fairleigh Dickinson University (a
12,000 strong campus in New Jersey)
has found that regular viewers of
Fox News are less informed about
world events than people who do not
watch any news at all! One is initially
moved to ask how is that even pos-
sible? Then reality Kicks in and one
remembers that we are talking about
Fox News, the epitome of a right
wing news channel, and it becomes
perfectly possible. Your average
bourgeois news service makes a pre-
tence of informing people about the
world and current events. Fox News
doesn’t even bother: its function is to
entertain, pure and simple.

The study, by Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s polling unit, PublicMind,
found that viewers who get most of
their information from Fox News have
the hardest time answering questions
about recent Middle East uprisings,
Occupy Wall Street protesters and
Republican presidential candidates.
Viewers of Fox are 18 points less like-
ly to know that Egyptians overthrew
their government and six points less
likely to know that Syrians have not
overthrown their government com-
pared to those who watch no news.

Fairleigh Dickinson political
science Professor Dan Cassino said,
“The results show us that there is
something about watching Fox News
that leads people to do worse on these
questions than those who don’t watch
any news at all.”

Even those who get their news
from the satirical TV program The
Daily Show, faired better. The online
discussion generated by the survey

Voice ForEvil
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threw up some noteworthy comments,
especially the titular pun “well it is
faux news after all”.

A certain Agelbert ventured the
opinion that the poll results were
perfectly logical: “Fox ‘News’ is a
propaganda outlet with a specific
agenda. Since the mindset it wants
to promote is at odds with reality, a
frequent watcher of this propaganda
would be expected to have a warped
view of reality.”

Agelbert then went on to specu-
late that the bosses of Fox would
be pleased by the poll results: “It is
evidence that the propagandists are
being successful”.

Anyone who thinks that the
Fairleigh Dickinson poll is somehow
the work of left-wing academics how-
ever would be wrong. The pollsters
identified news channel MSNBC (an
increasingly successful rival to Fox
News) as “left leaning” which is cer-
tainly how the Right in the USA sees
it but not the Left, or indeed anyone
who understands what constitutes Left
and Right in politics. The pollsters
also identified the Occupy Movement
as being “affiliated to the Democrats”,

which roused the ire and the scorn
of Occupiers right across the nation.
(That Obama is in bed with the big
banks and the financiers is one of their
main beefs.)

One correspondent in the on-
line discussion made the pertinent
point that outfits like Fox News
“paint a portrait of one big, scary,
out-of-control, dangerous, falling-
into-the-hands-of-the-terrorists world
out there.

“Keep the People perpetually
afraid, and you keep the People per-
petually compliant.”

His point is not new but it cer-
tainly bears repeating, because we
tend to forget that the ruling class
never stands idly by. They are hard
at work protecting their class interests
24/7. And that includes controlling
Fox News as well as “left leaning”
MSNBC.

A world where news was literally
replaced by meaningless “entertain-
ment” would suit them down to
the ground. The poll by Fairleigh
Dickinson University really only
shows once again that control of the
mass media by companies using the

media for their private profit is not
and cannot be in the people’s interest.
Only popularly owned, democrati-
cally controlled mass media can rid
us of the menace of the purveying
of ignorance being paraded as the
dissemination of information and
knowledge.

No one in our society should
be able to view with equanimity a
situation where people who regularly
watch a news channel can end up less
well informed than people who don’t
watch any. The owners of the station
in question cannot be fulfilling the
terms of their broadcast licence.

Perhaps it should be taken away
from them and given to someone — or
preferably to some organisation — that
will at least attempt to give them some
actual news instead of faux news.

But, as a correspondent named
Tammons wrote of the viewers of
Fox News, “they are less informed
because they are actively misinformed
but they don’t know it. In fact they
believe they are better informed. How
do they know that - because Fox News
tells them they are. And it is the most
watched news channel in the US.” &
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t is taken for granted now

that if a TV series is popular,
it will soon spawn a sequel or a
remake. Upstairs, Downstairs was
very popular in the 1970s, so now we
have a sequel using the same name,
Upstairs Downstairs (ABC1 Sundays
from December 4 at 8.30pm). The
reason for this fondness for remakes
and sequels is not that the makers
think they have something fresh
to say about the characters or their
situation, but because the popularity
of the previous version means that
the new version will be at least par-
tially “pre-sold”, and hence it should
prove easier to obtain finance for its
production than for an original script
(financiers not being renowned for
their imaginations).

The link between the original
series and this sequel is a trifle tenu-
ous, however: the family in this series
just happens to inherit the house
previously occupied by the family in
the original series. (And just to top it
off, the new family hire the former
family’s housekeeper, so there is
continuity below stairs too.)

The lead female role, that of Lady
Agnes Holland, is played by Keeley
Hawes (Ashes To Ashes) who certainly
has the beauty for the part as well
as the icy upper crust aloofness, but
I would have thought warmth in a
character would be essential in this
kind of “below stairs” drama.

Premiering a series about nobs
and their faithful servants at a time

when people are out on the streets
protesting about the antics of the rich
and their financial institutions seems
like a poorly considered move, if
you ask me.

Dame Eileen Atkins, who co-
created the original series along with
fellow actress Jean Marsh, was cast
in this sequel as Lady Agnes’ mother-
in-law Maude. But after the first few
episodes, she announced that she
would not appear in any more because
she was unhappy “with the direction
the new scripts were taking”.

Also unhappy (although for other
reasons) were many of the series’
viewers, who felt the show was too
rushed, lacking in subtlety, and gen-
erally not up to the standard of the
original series.

The new serial is set in the middle
to late 1930s, and the attempt by the
writers to locate the series by refer-
ences to the prevalence of fascism
in Europe and in Britain brought
criticism from some viewers (mainly
in the US), who presumably prefer
their period dramas to be set in a
never-never land untroubled by the
real world outside.

his week the feature-length

documentary on Sunday
Best is Gemma Atwal’s Marathon
Boy (ABC2 Sunday December 4 at
8.30pm) about a lower caste Indian
boy, Budhia Singh, whose mother
sold him to a street peddler at age
three. He was rescued from a life as
a beggar by a judo coach, Biranchi,
who recognised the child’s athletic
potential.

Little Budhia became a sporting
phenomenon in India, taking part
in marathons at four years of age!
His fame brought attention and the
police eventually charged his men-
tor with torture. Biranchi committed
suicide, and Budhia is now enrolled
at a government sports school. Could
there have been a better, less traumatic
solution? Almost certainly.

ere | Am (ABC1 Thursday
December 8 at 8.30pm) is
a gritty first feature by Alice Springs
filmmaker Beck Cole. An Indigenous
film about urban Aboriginal women, it
has been sympathetically received by

Upstairs Downstairs (ABC1 Sundays from December 4 at 8.30pm).

Awustralian critics, but all agree that the
film is badly let down by Ms Cole’s
decision to cast non-professionals
throughout.

The ABC’s Margaret Pomeranz
commented “I don’t understand why
a first time feature director doesn’t
get professional actors. There are
so many really good Indigenous
performers around. | think some of
the scenes in the women’s shelter are
actually really lovely and strong....
And there’s an actualism to some of
those performances that really brings
the film together. There was a really
good basis for a gritty urban drama
here but the whole was a little bit
underdeveloped.”

ichard Lowenstein’s 1986

Australian feature Dogs In
Space (ABC2 Friday December 9
at 9.30pm) is a frenetic depiction
of a vacuous drug-addled lifestyle
apparently rendered OK by being
permanently accompanied by punk
music. The characters inhabit a house
in Melbourne in the late *70s while
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trying to emulate the '60s. Despite
Lowenstein’s frantic attempts to keep
the pace hectic, most viewers will |
am sure find the film one big yawn.
We’re supposed to care about
Sam, lead singer of a rock group
called Dogs in Space (played by
Michael Hutchence, lead singer of the
rock group Inxs), and his girlfriend,
Anna. Her hair is dyed platinum; his
is hennaed red. He has more talent
than anyone else in the house, and
she has more brains.
Lowenstein made the well-regard-
ed feature film Strikebound, about a
strike by miners in Victoria, but seems
to have succumbed to the lure of all
the music videos he has made over
the years. One US critic described
the music in Dogs In Space as “a
white-noise backdrop” and said of the
film generally, “Like Sam and Anna,
Dogs in Space has talent, intelligence
and no idea what to do with them.”
ast week we had the one-hour
2007 Christmas Special from
the satirical comedy series The Thick

SHAME
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of It. This week we have another
one-off hour-long special from the
same year: The Thick Of It: Spinners
And Losers (ABC1 Wednesday
December 7 at 9.00pm). Although it
was originally aired in July 2007, six
months after the events portrayed in
last week’s special (the PM’s shock
resignation) it actually covers the
same few days.

The foul-mouthed Malcom
Tucker, (the PM’s hatchet man) played
by Peter Capaldi, is still frantically
trying to shore up his sinking career
and coincidentally the rest of the
Department of Social Affairs and
Citizenship.

or a different kind of comedy;,

with no swearing, we have
The One Ronnie (ABC1 Saturday
10 December at 7.30pm), in which
diminutive Ronnie Corbett celebrates
his 80th birthday by revisiting some of
his favourite characters and by being
visited by some of the biggest names
in British comedy. &

12 PM SUN 4 DEC
SYDNEY TOWN HALL

MARCH TO ALP CONFERENCE @ DARLING HARBOUR

Contact Diane 0413 003 |48 or Dianne 0447 905 092
For more information, go to www.refugeeaction.org.au or www.chillout.org.au

1/ Rally for refugees at the Labor National Conference
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Stand against Macklin’s

decade of discrimination
Joint statement on second Intervention

Intervention Rollback Action Group (Central Australia), Darwin Aboriginal Rights Coalition and
Stop the Intervention Collective Sydney

The Labor government has introduced

Stronger Futures in the Northern Territory

legislation that extends the racist NT

Intervention for a further ten years.

Intergenerational trauma caused by past

policies of assimilation and dispossession

is at the root of many problems facing

Aboriginal communities across Australia

today.

Now under Labor’s plans, NT Aboriginal
children turning 15 in 2022 will have lived
their entire life as second class citizens under
Australian law.

The persecution of Aboriginal people under
the Intervention has had horrendous conse-
quences. Reported rates of attempted suicide
and self-harm have more than doubled (Closing
the Gap Monitoring Report). Indigenous incar-
ceration has increased by 40 per cent. Large
numbers of people are drifting away from their
homelands as resources and opportunity are
withdrawn from the bush.

None of this was even acknowledged in
the more than 1,000 pages of reports released
by the government in the past month to justify
the second Intervention. Other indicators of
growing social crisis have been buried away
from the headlines.

Minister Jenny Macklin claims her new laws
are the fruit of consultation with Aboriginal
people across the NT and a survey conducted
in 16 communities.

But this consultation process was a sham.
In numerous remote community meetings for
which we have records, none of these reforms
were even raised for discussion. Similarly, the
“community safety and wellbeing survey” never
sought Aboriginal consent or agreement for any
Intervention law.

Explicitly racist laws, which vilify
Aboriginal people and culture are being kept
on the books including:

o “Star Chamber” powers held by the

Australian Crime Commission for

investigations in Aboriginal communities,

including removal of the right to silence.

This despite the ACC dismissing the

disgraceful allegations that “paedophile

rings” were operating in Indigenous
communities, which led then Minister Mal

Brough to legislate the powers.

Prohibition of consideration of Aboriginal

customary law and cultural practice in bail

and sentencing. Chief Justice Riley of the

NT Supreme Court has said this measure

means, “Aboriginal offenders do not enjoy

the same rights as offenders from other
sections of the community”.

« Blanket bans on alcohol on Aboriginal
Land, despite consistent opposition from
the Aboriginal Peak Organisations of
the NT (APO NT) who have said, “The
decision regarding alcohol restrictions
should be for relevant residents to make ...
The principal effect of these widely flouted
laws has been to further criminalise and
alienate many residents”.

 Blanket bans on “sexually explicit or

very violent material” on Aboriginal

Land. These restrictions serve no purpose

other than the perverse stigmatisation of

Aboriginal men.

Continued suspension of the operations of

the permit system in Aboriginal townships,

again in direct contradiction of APO NT
who said, “communities on Aboriginal

Land feel as though they have lost control

... the flow on effects are overwhelmingly

seen as negative and counterproductive to

community safety”.

Both the Human Rights Commission and
visiting UN representatives have consistently
rejected the characterisation of these meas-
ures as “special measures” under the Racial
Discrimination Act.

Proposed amendments to the Social Security
Act will see further attacks on the rights of
Centrelink recipients. These measures will ini-
tially be targeted at NT Aboriginal peoples, but
have implications for all poor and marginalised
communities across Australia.

* An expansion of the School Enrolment
and Attendance Measure (SEAM) means
chronic school attendance problems could
see families cut off certain Centrelink
payments entirely.

« Staff from nominated government agencies
will have the power to summarily order
people onto Income Management in the
same way that Child Protection agencies
currently do.

« Staff from nominated government agencies
will be able to pass on information about
clients to Centrelink, even if doing so
contravenes State or Territory law.

 Income Management will follow you even
if you move out of an Income Management
area.

Many Aboriginal leaders used consultation
meetings to protest against racist control measures
and demand jobs, resources, community control
over development and respect for Aboriginal
culture, law and land rights.

Seven of the 12 communities being targeted
by the SEAM expansion operated bilingual
programs, before they were shut down in 2008.
Demand for the re-instatement of bilingual
education was clear across the consultations.

The Stronger Futures jobs package is an
insult. Fifty new ranger positions and 100
“traineeships” will not compensate for the more
than 2,000 remaining waged CDEP positions the
government will cut next April, the final nail
in the coffin of a vibrant program which was
the lifeblood of many communities, employing
upwards of 7,500 people before the NTER.

The government’s commitment of public
sector work for Aboriginal people completing
year 12 will only apply to designated “growth
towns”. Similarly, there has been no lifting
of a moratorium on new housing outside the
“growth towns” despite desperate, ongoing
need. The government’s own evaluation says
that the 2007-8 average occupancy rate in NT

1Y |

communities was 9.4 people per dwelling — and
the aim post-Intervention is 9.3!

The ongoing restriction of increased invest-
ment to “growth towns” was vigorously opposed
across the consultation meetings.

Without CDEP, their community councils
or hopes of investment into the future, many
Aboriginal communities are fighting for their
very survival. And racist laws and ideologies
propagated through the Intervention are creat-
ing apartheid conditions in major NT centres.

We are very encouraged to see a joint state-
ment from the Australian Council of Social
Services, the Aboriginal Peak Organisations of
the NT and many others calling for these new
laws to be immediately withdrawn.

A campaign calling for a moratorium on
government Income Management is gain-
ing momentum, with a strong campaign in

Bankstown pledging to stop its implementation
in 2012. The success of this fight would be a
serious blow against the Intervention.

The demands for Aboriginal self-determina-
tion and increased resources for all communities
outlined in Rebuilding from the Ground Up: An
Alternative to the NT Intervention, have never
been more urgent. This program now has the
support of campaign groups across Australia,
along with Aboriginal peak bodies such as
Tangentyere Council, the full-council of the
Central Land Council and the North Australian
Aboriginal Justice Agency.

In the face of Macklin’s decade of dis-
crimination, our groups pledge to redouble our
efforts to build the resistance across the NT and
Australia. All communities are viable — racism
isnot! &

For more info on our campaign groups:

stoptheintervention.org
rollbacktheintervention.wordpress.com
darwinaboriginalrights.wordpress.com

Joint statement from ACOSS, APO NT and others:

acoss.org.au/media/release

More info on “Stronger Futures” and the consultation process:
stoptheintervention.org/facts/consultations-mid-2011

concernedaustralians.com.au
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