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What happens to 
children after parents 

are detained 
and deported?

Resistance flares over 
coal seam gas invasion
Peter Mac

NSW farmers and city-dwellers opposed to 
mining of coal seam gas (CSG) are launching 
major challenges to CSG mining companies. 
On October 16, 3,000 protesters held a 
march along the spectacular Sea Cliff Bridge 
between Stanwell Park and Clifton on the 
NSW Illawarra coast.

The community group Stop CSG Illawarra 
is opposing coal seam gas extraction by mining 
corporation Apex within the beautiful Darkes 
Forest bushland. The NSW Planning Assessment 
Commission is considering an application by 
Apex to drill an extra gas extraction well there, 
in addition to the fi fteen already approved by 
the state government.

Stop CSG Illawarra wants an end to the 
practice of fracking (under which subterranean 
matter is fractured in order to release the gas), 
an immediate moratorium on all approved 
CSG mining projects and an inquiry into CSG 
impacts.

Jess Moore, a member of Stop CSG 
Illawarra, said, “It’s increasingly clear, based on 
these types of events that the level of opposition 
to CSG, both nationally and in the Illawarra, 
is growing”.

On October 27, as part of the “lock the gate” 
campaign, farmers mounted a round-the–clock 
blockade at the gates of a farm 60 kilometres 
from Gunnedah on the rich north-west NSW 
Liverpool Plains.

Mining company Santos wants to commence 
pilot production there immediately. However, 
the community is concerned that drilling will 
affect surface water and aquifers, and wants to 
block any activity until a study of the Namoi 
area’s water resources is completed in March 
next year. A local resident commented: “… 
drilling is bringing saline water to the surface 
only hundreds of metres from our fl ood plains 
and our aquifer structures”.

Some earth-moving equipment has already 
been moved onto the site, but the protest team 
has prevented the entry of company trucks 
– by having a picnic at the gates! Rosemary 
Nankivel, chairwoman of the Caroona Coal 
Action Group, declared: “Two years ago we 
blockaded for 638 days, so we are used to 
blockading and will stay for as long as it takes; 
that’s how passionate we are about it.” Tim 
Duddy, another member of the group, said that 
they had written to both the state and federal 
governments but received no reply. 

On November 2 hundreds of people ral-
lied outside a club in Taree, where hearings 
are being held as part of the O’Farrell govern-
ment’s inquiry into CSG mining. They were 
responding to calls from the anti-CSG group 
the Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation 

Alliance to secure the future of their districts, 
where mining companies have gained access 
for extensive CSG exploration.

The gas whitewash
A report by the coal seam gas industry into 

the relative advantages of coal seam gas over 
coal in energy production, has just been released. 
The report, which has been kept under wraps 
for months as “commercial in confi dence”, 
investigated claims by the CSG industry that 
the gas produces 70 percent fewer emissions 
of carbon dioxide than coal when used to fi re 
electric power generators. It focused particularly 
on proposals to export gas to China for power 
production.

The report certainly confi rmed that gas 
produces fewer emissions than coal during 
power generation. However, it also showed that 
signifi cant advantages could only be achieved 
under ideal conditions. Most of the advantages 
are lost during gas extraction and processing. 
Coal produces only 2.7 percent of its total emis-
sions during processing, whereas gas produces 
22 percent.

Moreover, the report’s terms of reference 
did not include consideration of serious methane 
leaks from the gas wells, a constant problem in 
CSG operations.

The environmental group Beyond Zero 

Emissions claims the report is based on fi gures 
derived from outdated coal-fi red power stations, 
exaggerating the advantages of gas.

It is not clear whether the report also took 
into account extra emissions involved in trans-
porting the gas to China. What is absolutely 
clear is that claims about the environmental 
advantages of coal seam gas are “trumped up 
rubbish”, an expression the CSG industry has 
previously used in dismissing criticism of its 
operations.

Time to call a halt
CSG mining corporations are now using 

“front” companies to buy farms in areas of CSG 
potential, in order to bypass local opposition.

The industry’s tactics have aroused fi erce 
criticism from many quarters. Independent 
federal MP Tony Windsor has demanded a curb 
on gas operations, and an allocation of $200 
million to $400 million from proceeds of the 
proposed mining resource rent tax (MRRT), 
to fund research programs into CSG mining’s 
environmental impact.

If Windsor doesn’t get his way he’ll vote 
against the MRRT legislation. He’s backed by 
his fellow-independent, Rob Oakeshott. The 
Gillard government has the numbers to get the 
bill through the Senate. However, in the nearly 
evenly-divided lower house it needs the vote 

of the two rebellious independents, neither of 
whom is actually opposed to the tax, but each 
of whom is prepared to put it at risk in order to 
pressure the government to check the reckless 
activities of the CSG industry.

The farmers’ campaigns to safeguard 
water and food production deserve the high-
est praise. However, the NSW government’s 
CSG inquiry is unlikely to deal with the fun-
damental questions, i.e. given that the emis-
sion of greenhouse gases is causing climate 
change, why should we be taking the risk of 
using a terribly powerful greenhouse gas like 
methane to produce our energy? Why not use 
renewable energy sources which involve no 
greenhouse gases at all?

Averaged over 100 years, the effect of 
methane as a greenhouse gas is at least 23 times 
as damaging as carbon dioxide. However, its 
impact is much greater within the fi rst fi fteen 
years after emission – and emissions must 
decrease over the next 15 years if we’re to 
avoid catastrophic climate change tipping points.

That is the major reason why the campaigns 
being mounted by farmers and community 
groups in opposing coal seam gas mining are 
so important. They’re taking on the dominant 
sector of big capital, and in the long run they 
look certain to win. It is just a question of time 
- but then, that’s the biggest question of all. 
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PRESS FUND
We try to keep you up to date with the really important news, not 
the rest. For example, you probably don’t want to know that there 
are only 46 more shopping days left till Christmas. On the other 
hand the good news is we don’t close until the December 14, which 
means you still have five more weeks to make a contribution to the 
Press Fund. Better still, why not make a contribution each week? 
Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
JR Aden $10, “Round Figure” $10, Betty Stewart $80, 
Mark Window $10
This week’s total: $110
Progressive total: $13,630

The socialist new world 
Friday, November 7 marks the anniversary of the Great 

October Socialist Revolution in Russia in 1917, a revolution that 
shook the world and changed the course of history. On that 
day, the workers and peasants took power led by the Bolshevik 
Party. The Soviets (councils) of workers, peasants and soldiers 
deputies became the governing authority.

Through years of incredible diffi culty, counter-revolution, 
imperialist intervention, economic boycott, sabotage and disrup-
tion and treading a path never before taken in human history the 
new socialist civilisation emerged. It was the most profound and 
far-reaching social change in all history and its consequences are 
still unfolding, in steadfast Cuba, in Central and South America, 
China parts of the subcontinent.

The new society was built by ordinary men and women – 
not supermen. Nonetheless, the achievements of construction, 
education, culture, defence of the homeland, the solution of the 
problems of the nationalities and much else were enormous.

Production was for the people, social welfare standards, 
health, services, education, security in employment outstripped 
those in many other countries. New principles were established 
in relations between countries. The promotion of peace policies 
were a consistent and main feature of the foreign policy of the 
new state.

The rapid progress showed what can be achieved by a liber-
ated people. The essence of the new socialist society was the 
taking of state political power by the working class in alliance 
with the peasantry and the public ownership of the means of 
production. Of course, this was not all.

A multitude of social and economic problems had to be re-
solved. Many years of struggle and construction passed before 
the question – who will win? – was fi nally answered in favour 
of socialism.

Then the Nazi plague struck and not only the Soviet Union 
but the whole world faced the possibility of a new dark age.

It was above all the people and military forces of the Soviet 
Union, led by their Communist Party that saved the world from 
this indescribable evil.

But capitalist reaction did not for a moment give up the aim of 
destroying socialism and re-imposing its world-wide domination. 
The main barrier to the fulfi lment of that aim was the Soviet 
Union, which was allied with a number of socialist states and 
national liberation movements. 

Imperialism, now armed with nuclear weapons, would take 
advantage of any weakness and any slip. Imperialism was, and 
still is, preparing militarily but it is also conducting a world-wide 
and sophisticated offensive in the realm of ideas.

Imperialism hopes to push the communists off the track, to 
force or persuade them to abandon their revolutionary objec-
tives and their loyalty to the working class. It has had successes 
in this in bringing down the Soviet Union and other European 
socialist countries.

But the dynamic that is national liberation, independence and 
international solidarity cannot be stilled or destroyed.

Of course, socialism is not some utopian paradise and never 
will be. It suffers mistakes and shortcomings, but it is capable 
of overcoming them. Capitalism does not have any way out.

True to the slogans of the revolution – “peace, bread and 
land” – the Soviet Union put forward a peace program aimed 
at ridding the world of nuclear and other weapons of mass 
destruction.

It was the Russian socialist revolution which for the fi rst time 
in human history created the possibility of eliminating war from 
the affairs of humankind.

The untold story of 
Turkey’s earthquake

Two weeks ago, a 7.6 magnitude 
earthquake hit the South Eastern 
part of Turkey, killing more than 
500 people, injuring thousands 
and leaving a massive number of 
people without proper food and 
shelter and threatened by disease.

Western press reports failed to 
tell their public that South Eastern 
Turkey is home to the majority of the 
ethnic Kurdish population and is the 
backdrop to a war being waged by the 
Turkish army against the Kurds. The 
other story is about scandal, corrup-
tion, bigotry, persecution and the war.

Van, the worst hit city in Turkey’s 
south-eastern region is home to over 
a million ethnic Kurds. Turkey has a 
Kurdish minority numbering 20 mil-
lion people and South-Eastern Turkey 
has a predominantly Kurdish popula-
tion. The Kurdish region has been a 
war zone since the mid 1980’s with 
fi ghting between the Turkish army 
and the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
who are demanding autonomy in the 
Kurdish region, the right to speak their 
language and cultural rights.

Turkey’s war of attrition against 
their Kurdish minority has been brutal 
with food crops destroyed, villages 
burnt to the ground, forced evacua-
tions, innocent women, children and 
elderly slaughtered in cold blood. At 
the same time the earthquake hit, the 
Turkish army was chasing Kurdish 
guerrilla fi ghters over the Turkish 
border into the Kurdish part of Iraq, 
bombing Kurdish villages along the 
way.

With this background, the Kurdish 
City of Van has grown from a popula-
tion of 200,000 to just over a million 
people. 

The majority of the new popula-
tion are refugees fl eeing the terror 
and war.

Van has become a city of chaotic 
and substandard buildings, crumbling 
infrastructure, huge unemployment 
and widespread poverty. It is part of 
a deliberate policy by the Turkish 
government to deny resources to the 
Kurdish population and another side 
of the war of attrition. These condi-
tions have made the impact of the 

earthquake even more devastating 
on the city.

If this chain of events were not 
bad enough, adding insult to injury 
the Turkish Government has been 
redirecting International Aid for earth-
quake victims away from affected 
areas into projects that support their 
military campaign against the Kurds, 
such as road building for the army. 
Aid supplies have been looted and 
stolen by government offi cials. The 
popular mass media has unleashed 
a campaign of bigotry in Turkey 
characterising Kurds as “ungrateful” 
and “biting the hand that feeds them” 
and trying to reinforce parochial stere-
otypes in order to support the war.

Despite this nasty campaign the 
real humanity of ordinary people is 
shining through with individual dona-
tions and volunteers fl ooding into Van 
from all over Turkey.

We ask you to send protest let-
ters to the Turkish Embassy and 
Consulates in Australia and to sup-
port independent aid funds for the 
earthquake appeal. 

Protest messages to 
Turkish Embassy and Consulates

APPEAL “SOLIDARITY FOR VAN”
“SOLIDARITAET FUR WAN”
DEUTSCHE BANK KONTO NR: 3435666
BLZ: 76070024
BIC (SWIFT) DE DB 760
IBAN: DE94 760 700 240 3435666 00 GERMANY

ACT
The Ambassador
Turkish Embassy
6 Moonah Place
Yarralumla ACT 2600
Email: turkembs@bigpond.net.au

NSW
The Consular General
Turkish Consulate
66 Ocean Street
Woolahra NSW 2025
Email: turkcons.sydney@mfa.gov.tr

Victoria
The Consular General
Turkish Consulate
8th Floor, 24 Albert Rd,
South Melbourne VIC 3205
Email: turkcons.sydney@mfa.gov.tr

South Australia
The Consular General
Turkish Consulate
7 Wintershall Street,
Oakden SA 5086
Email: turkishconsul_sa@yahoo.com.au

Western Australia
The Consular General
Turkish Consulate
P.O.Box 6790
East Perth WA 6790
Email: yesertener@bigpond.com

Queensland
The Consular General
Turkish Consulate
Level 11, 379 Queen Street
Brisbane QLD 4000.
Email: turgut@ctaengineering.com.au
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Bob Briton

South Australia’s parliament will 
rise for its summer recess after just 
a few more sitting days and a more 
unseemly rush to get the govern-
ment’s go ahead for the massive 
expansion of mining operations 
at Olympic Dam could hardly 
be imagined. The major political 
and business players are denying 
it but the parliamentary commit-
tee charged with reviewing the 
176 page “indenture agreement” 
between the SA government and 
BHP Billiton has been a farce. 
Approval for the world’s big-
gest open cut mine is a foregone 
conclusion and the task for the 
government and the mining giant 
has been to contain environmental 
concerns from the community.

Last month environmental lobby 
group Friends of the Earth coordinated 
protests around the country against 
the plans, which would lead to a 
fi ve-fold increase in uranium exports 
from Australia. It’s a sensitive time 
to propose such a boost – the ore 
winds up as fuel for reactors like the 
doomed ones at Fukushima in Japan. 
There are other major environmental 
considerations:
• A 44 square kilometre pile (9 

billion tonnes) of radioactive 
waste will be created; dust 

will blow over surrounding 
Aboriginal lands and beyond;

• 8 million litres of radioactive 
tailings will seep into underlying 
rock and aquifers;

• 42 million litres of water per day 
will be extracted from the Great 
Artesian Basin;

• A desalination plant will be built 
at Point Lowly in the Upper 
Spencer Gulf threatening the only 
known breeding aggregation of 
the Giant Australian Cuttlefi sh.

The SA parliamentary review 

committee was drawn from the lower 
house. That excluded the Greens 
who are only represented in the 
upper house. Critics of the mega-
mine proposal, like the Australian 
Conservation Council, were later 
given permission to put their concerns 
to the committee but it appears it has 
been a cushy ride for spruikers of 
the project.

“The questions asked of BHP 
Billiton were about as soft as they 
get,” Greens MP Mark Parnell said. 
“This is a multi-billion-dollar project 

that will go for 100 years or more 
and a lot of the committee’s time was 
wasted talking about boggy roads and 
grey nomads. This is a serious project 
and deserves serious scrutiny.”

Mineral Resources Minister 
and committee chairman Tom 
Koutsantonis took umbrage at the 
suggestion that the joint Liberal/Labor 
review was less than diligent or that 
it was a formality in the agreement’s 
passage through parliament. “The fact 
is we’re not opposed to any scrutiny, 
we’ve got nothing to hide,” he said.

From the outset it was made clear 
that the review could recommend or 
reject the “indenture agreement” but 
not amend it. “This is an agreement 
between the government of South 
Australia and BHP. We, as a parlia-
ment, can’t alter that,” Opposition 
Mineral Resources spokesman Mitch 
Williams told The Australian Financial 
Review. He added that it certainly 
was not an opportunity to reopen the 
environmental assessment process.

Some disconcerting information 
has seeped from the inquiry. Taskforce 
chair Bruce Carter revealed that the 
government had bowed to pressure 
from BHP to fi x the royalty rate at 
3.5 percent of the mine’s earnings, 
instead of the standard fi ve percent 
rate introduced in July 2011. No 
explanation was offered as to why the 
lower rate was set for 45 years and 
not some other time frame.

The transnational has been trying 
hard to appear a friend of SA whose 

economy is acknowledged as being 
on the wrong side of the “two-speed” 
divide with an ailing and poorly 
supported manufacturing sector. 
BHP has said it will seek out local 
suppliers where it is “reasonably and 
economically practicable.” That’s as 
weak as an undertaking gets in these 
neo-liberal times.

The arm-twisting from BHP for 
a decision by the end of the year has 
been intense. The federal govern-
ment has given the thumbs up to the 
proposal. Outgoing Premier Mike 
Rann and former Treasurer Kevin 
Foley have delayed their retirement 
to ensure that the deal gets the par-
liament’s go ahead. If the agreement 
is not rubber stamped in time, BHP 
claims the venture may have to wait 
for another “slot” for consideration by 
a meeting of the board of directors. 
The next one is due in mid 2012. A 
“pre-commitment” of $1.2 billion 
hangs by a thread according to project 
boosters.

The Liberals are trying to appear 
hard to get. Their vote in the upper 
house is crucial and leader Isobel 
Redmond has told the media she is 
reserving her view until the Liberal 
Party room meets (due as The 
Guardian goes to press). The endorse-
ment of the Libs is another foregone 
conclusion. In the meantime, the 
people of th e state and their concerns 
for the environment and support for 
sustainable jobs have been locked out 
of the whole farcical exercise. 

Australia

Olympic Dam – the fiction of 
proper consideration

Pete’s Corner

On Saturday October 29 
Comrades from Sydney 

Central Branch organised 
a stall at Pacifi c Square 
Maroubra. Guardians, 

along with the Party 
booklets Hot Earth and on 

industrial relations were 
distributed to the public. 

Party merchandise (t-shirts 
and books) were also 

available.

Palestine’s UNESCO 
membership welcomed
Statement, Communist Party of Australia
The Communist Party of Australia 
warmly welcomes the vote to 
grant Palestine membership of 
the United Nations’ scientifi c and 
cultural body, UNESCO. We hope 
the vote by a solid majority of 
member states will increase the 
likelihood of the Palestinian state 
being accorded full member status 
at the UN as justice demands.

The CPA is disappointed at the 
abstentions from the historic vote 
and angered at the reaction of 14 
nations, including Australia, which 
voted against this step towards the 
establishment of two states – Israel 
and Palestine – living side by side 
in peace. We regard the action 
of the US government in vowing 

to withhold crucial funding to 
UNESCO as contemptible and hos-
tile to the democratic spirit aspired 
to by the peoples of the world. We 
urge all peace-loving people to pro-
test this action so as to achieve the 
reversal of this vindictive policy.

The CPA looks forward to 
further steps to long overdue full 
statehood for Palestine and for the 
Palestinian people to be able to 
live in peace, independence and 
security.

In socialism,
Bob Briton

Secretary
International Department

Communist Party of Australia
international@cpa.org.au 

Part of the Olympic Dam mine.
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Rich chocolate, poor wages
Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (AMWU) mem-
bers who helped Adelaide chocolate 
manufacturer Haigh’s achieve a 
record turnover of $40 million in 
the last four years are calling for 
a fairer share of the company’s 
profi ts.

The members will soon vote on a 
pay offer of 12 percent over two and 
half years as part of a new union col-
lective agreement for production and 
distribution workers at two Haigh’s 
chocolate factories.

Delegate, Claire Strudwick, said 
the offer represented a signifi cant 
improvement on the management’s 
original offer of 7 percent (over the 
same period).

“It’s been a good debate. 
Management has eventually come 
around to listen to what we’ve had to 
say. We are a unique company with a 
unique product, but unfortunately we 
haven’t been paid uniquely.”

The unprecedented financial 
turnover at Haigh’s, which makes 
premium chocolate products sold 
across Australia, has coincided with 
a massive growth in production (the 
company made 650 tonnes of choco-
late last year – up from 350 tonnes 
fi ve years ago).

AMWU organiser, Mark Plunkett, 
said despite the growth in production, 
workers at Haigh’s were paid a signifi -
cantly lower hourly rate than those at 
rival chocolate makers Cadbury and 
Darryl Lea.

“The amount of money manage-
ment is spending on new technology, 

equipment and on a new retail store 
is extraordinary. They’re clearly not 
afraid to spend their dollars. Yet 
they’ve been reluctant to spend more 
money on the people who are actually 
making their products.”

He said the union was commit-
ted to lifting wages and conditions 
at Haigh’s.

“Negotiations have come a 
long way. There is certainly room 
to improve things even further and 
with our strong delegates and grow-
ing membership we will get a better 
outcome for everyone.”

Ms Strudwick said as well as 
winning the pay rise, the members 
were pleased to have blocked major 
changes to rosters for current perma-
nent employees.

“The pay rise was really impor-
tant. So were changes to break times, 
management wanted to bring in a new 
roster but the staff didn’t like the idea 
of that. That has been dropped (by 
management) for current permanent 
employees.”

Under the proposal, the delegates’ 
consultative committee will monitor a 
trial roster system for new employees, 
to ensure it is run fairly.

“Now is the time for us to turn 
around, dig our heels in and show 
them we’re worth it. If we can do 
that, come the next agreement, it’ll 
be that much easier to ask for much 
more,” Ms Strudwick said.
Workers will vote on the 
agreement between 
November 9-16. 

Fondly known for occupying the Beehive Building on Adelaide’s Rundle Mall, Haigh’s Chocolates became an instant 
institution in the City of Churches almost from the very day Alfred E Haigh established his shop there in 1915.

Teachers reject 
so-called 
“independent 
evaluation”
The NSW Teachers’ Federation 
last week rejected the state gov-
ernment’s so-called independent 
evaluation of the 47 school pilot 
of increased school based decision 
making as little more than an opin-
ion survey and a political deceit.

The 47 principals who opted 
into this trial were self-selected 
and thereby predisposed to having 
greater decision-making responsi-
bility, regardless of the cost-cutting 
intent behind such government 
policies.

The union says that what has 
not been evaluated are the reasons 
why many hundreds of NSW public 
school principals prefer to continue 
with the current balanced arrange-
ments, whereby governments retain 
their responsibility for ensuring 
statewide equity in the provision 
of staffi ng, funding and resources, 
and school level decision making 
determines how these are best used 
to meet student needs.

The “evaluation” did not ascer-
tain the views of the hundreds of 
teachers and other staff whose 

positions may be traded-off or 
cashed-in for some other purpose. 
It did not question the impact of 
increased workloads being devolved 
to schools, as governments slash 
jobs in regional and state offi ces. It 
did not ascertain the views of the 
thousands of parents whose chil-
dren’s education will attract less 
funding under devolution policies. 
It did not mention, for example, that 
the most devolved public schools in 
Australia are in Victoria, where gov-
ernments now spend 12 percent less 
per student than in NSW.

The 47 school trial has been 
padded with additional funding so 
schools can create additional teach-
ing and other positions to better 
meet student needs. Such additional 
funding is of course welcomed 
by the Federation. However, as 
the Boston Consulting Group’s 
expenditure review reported to the 
previous NSW Labor government, 
this trial is about reducing overall 
funding for public schools behind 
the façade of increased local deci-
sion making. 

Call to stop 
power sell-off
Unions held a mass meeting in 
Western Sydney last month to 
convince local MPs to maintain 
their election promise to keep 
publicly owned electricity assets 
in public hands. The long awaited 
Tamberlin report into the future of 
the state’s energy assets was due by 
the end of October and there are 
disturbing signals the government 
is backing away from its promise 
to keep poles and wires in public 
hands.

A number of senior fi gures 
associated with the Coalition such 
as former premier, Nick Greiner, 
have pre-empted the report’s fi nd-
ings by calling for an energy asset 
sell off – a deep concern for both 
consumers and workers.

“It’s never a good idea to 
privatise a monopoly because it’s 
effectively a license to gouge the 
general public,” Unions NSW 
secretary, Mark Lennon said. “It’s 
deeply concerning that despite 
establishing an independent 
inquiry into the sector, infl uential 
Coalition and business fi gures are 
already pushing the government 
towards a sell-off.

“In the lead-up to the election, 
Premier Barry O’Farrell promised 
to keep the poles and wires in pub-
lic hands. But since then, we’ve 
seen him try to wriggle out of that 
commitment.

“Any sell-off would be a huge 
betrayal of public confi dence.”

Unions have already collected 

6,000 petition signatures against 
any power sell off. Energy work-
ers from across Western Sydney 
attended the meeting.

Unions have also taken out 
advertisements in regional and 
suburban newspapers across the 
state to drive home the importance 
of public ownership of essential 
assets.

“The government has no 
mandate to sell off our electricity 
assets and we intend to hold them 
to their election promise,” Mr 
Lennon said.

“NSW deserves better public 
services and infrastructure, not sell 
offs and broken promises.” 

Woollies killing off manufacturing
Woolworths’ plan to double its 
home brand product in super-
markets will lead to further job 
losses in the manufacturing sector 
and should be rejected by the 
ACCC (Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission), 
Construction, Forestry, Mining and 
Energy Union (CFMEU) national 
secretary, Michael O’Connor said.

The plan announced by the super-
market chain last week will effectively 
price local suppliers out of the market 
and constrain choice for consumers, 
driving jobs offshore.

Mr O’Connor welcomed the 
federal government’s decision to refer 
Woolworths to the ACCC.

“Too many manufacturing jobs 
have already been lost across Australia 
due to the predatory practices of the 
supermarket duopoly. The CFMEU 
will seek to make a submission 
to the ACCC on this referral,” Mr 
O’Connor said.

“We welcome Minister Kim 
Carr’s comments on this issue. It’s 
good to see a Minister engage like 
this with the need to promote local 
employment.”

The CFMEU ran a successful 
campaign against Woolworths in 2007 
and 2008, when the company used its 
Homebrand line to threaten the jobs of 
thousands of pulp and paper manufac-
turing workers who were producing 

tissue products for Homebrand. At 
the time, the company had shifted to 
importing products made by Asian 
Pulp & Paper, a company that has 
been repeatedly accused of deforesta-
tion of Indonesian rainforests.

Mr O’Connor advised Wool-
worths to heed the lessons of that 
campaign.

“Woolworths announced a net 
profi t of $2.12 billion this fi nancial 
year and has absolutely no excuse to 
send more manufacturing jobs off-
shore by manipulating supply chains,” 
Mr O’Connor said.

“It’s time this company exer-
cised more social responsibility for 
Australian jobs and families.” 
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Anna Pha

It was just a sudden, on the spot, 
decision to save a major airline 
from being destroyed by months 
of destructive industrial action. 
That’s if you believe what Qantas 
CEO Alan Joyce told the Senate 
Finance Committee last week 
and the Murdoch media about 
grounding of Qantas’s fl eet last 
month. (See Guardian November 
2, 2011) Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Qantas’s actions 
were premeditated, part of a well 
planned industrial and political 
campaign to bring down a govern-
ment and deunionise the airline 
industry and weaken the trade 
union movement.

The Gillard government is stand-
ing in the way of anti-union, industrial 
relations reforms and is refusing to 
make amendments to the Qantas Sale 
Act being demanded by the airline. 
The unions are fi ghting to hold onto 
their jobs, wages and working condi-
tions in Australia.

At the same time, Qantas is spear-
heading a wider attack by the ruling 
class on the Gillard government and 
trade union rights. The names of the 
behind-the-scenes players are all too 
familiar. They conspired in the land-
mark1989 pilots’ dispute, the 1998 
maritime waterfront struggle and 
now their names pop up in this latest 
offensive on the labour movement. 
They include Freehills, Murdoch and 
the Liberal Party, along with mining 
giant Rio Tinto and other leading 
union bashers.

Qantas brings it on
From the very outset of Enterprise 

Bargaining Agreement (EBA) nego-
tiations with the Transport Workers’ 
Union (TWU), the Australian 
Licensed Aircraft Engineers 
Association (ALAEA) and the 
International Pilots Association (IPA), 
Qantas has acted uncooperatively and 
provocatively. The unions stood their 
ground; their demands were modest, 
with minimal industrial action to back 
them up. In all there was a total of six 
hours of stoppages by TWU members. 
The airline provocatively responded to 
each one-hour stoppage by extending 
them for hours, causing maximum 
inconvenience to the public.

The pilots wore red ties and 
made announcements to passengers 
in support of Qantas as an Australian 
airline – hardly threatening the air-
line’s viability!

It is diffi cult to interpret it any 
other way: the Qantas board wanted 
a fi ght, a big fi ght. The unions did not 
give them what they wanted, despite 
all the provocations. So the company 
brought it to a head on Saturday, 
October 29.

Just as Patrick Stevedores spear-
headed an employer offensive on the 

Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) 
in 1998, Qantas is leading the charge 
against organised labour on this 
occasion. The only difference is the 
tactics and methods – no rottweiler 
dogs or hooded goons to lock out the 
workforce this time.

The Qantas board is suitably 
qualifi ed for such a task. Its board 
members are all heavyweights 
from the corporate world and 
finance sector, having held or 
still holding senior positions with 
Barclays Bank, National Australia 
Bank, Commonwealth Bank, Bank 
Nationale de Paris (two members), 
Chase Manhattan Bank, Wesfarmers, 
Murdoch Childrens Research Institute 
(two board members), McKinsey & 
Company, Ernst & Young, Arthur 
Andersen, Boral, General Electric, 
Elders IXL, British American 
Tobacco, Rank Industries, Rothmans, 
BHP Billiton, Esso, Insurance 
Australia Group, Woolworths, 
Ansett,TNT, amongst others.

Several board members are of 
particular interest. One is CEO Alan 
Joyce who cut his teeth with Qantas 
setting up its “low cost” – as in low 
labour costs – Jetstar subsidiary. Joyce 
has prior experience with Aer Lingus 
and Ansett. Ansett was part owned by 
Murdoch’s News Corporation.

Jetstar is being used to get around 
Qantas’s obligations under the Qantas 
Sale Act. The Act obliges the com-
pany to retain the brand name Qantas 
and remain based in Australia as a 
majority Australian owned company.

Jetstar hires cheap, non-union-
ised, offshore labour under another 
brand name. A large percentage of 
Qantas business (or potential busi-
ness) is being taken up by Jetstar 
with employees on as low as $285 
monthly base rate fl ying shifts of up 
to 20 hours. Qantas has off-shored 
much of its aircraft maintenance, with 
an apparent increase in “incidents”, 
including one serious near miss.

Qantas chairman Leigh Clifford 
has impeccable union-bashing creden-
tials, including the historic struggles 
in the Hunter Valley and the Pilbara. 
His executive and board career at Rio 
Tinto spans 37 years, seven of them 
as CEO, prior to joining the Qantas 
board in 2007. The pro-employer 
law fi rm Freehills advised Clifford 
on industrial relations.

Keeping it 
in the family

Richard Goodmanson is still 
a director of Rio Tinto and former 
CEO of America West Airlines. 
America West Airlines was part 
owned by the now defunct Ansett 
airlines (50 percent Murdoch’s News 
Corp owned) and was used in 1989 
to break the pilots’ strike. That was 
before Goodmanson became CEO of 
the airline.

Qantas board member Peter 
Cosgrove, former chief of the 
Australian Defence Force, no doubt 
could apply his military skills to the 
class war.

Garry Hounsell’s directorships 
include the law firm Freehills. 
Freehills have a special union-bashing 
team with a well earned reputation. 
It is headed by Graeme Smith, who 
represented Patrick against the MUA 
in 1998. Freehills was also involved 
in drafting the Howard government’s 
anti-union WorkChoices.

Freehills is advising Qantas in the 
present dispute. Sarah Adams from 
Freehills is presently on secondment 
to Qantas to exploit her insider knowl-
edge of how the government works 
and how Gillard might respond. She 
was a former adviser to Julia Gillard.

The president of Fair Work 
Australia (FWA) Geoffrey Giudice 
was a partner in a law pro-employer 
fi rm that merged with Freehills and 
was involved in the pilots dispute 
in 1989.

Deputy president of FWA Graeme 
Watson, who has been appointed 
to mediate between the unions and 
Qantas, was a partner of Freehills for 
19 years. He is believed to have been 
involved in the 1989 pilots’ dispute 
and played a key role in Patrick 
Stevedore’s attack on the MUA.

Olivier Wirth is a member of the 
Qantas Group Executive Committee 
and spokesperson for Qantas. She is 
a former member of shadow treas-
urer Joe Hockey’s staff. Peter Reith, 
Howard’s industrial relations minister 
and co-conspirator in the attack on the 
MUA, is also advising Qantas.

Opposition leader Tony Abbott 
denied all prior knowledge or collu-
sion, turning his venom on the Gillard 
government for not using its powers 
to intervene earlier. His offsider, 
Joe Hockey, admits to having been 
advised by Qantas CEO Alan Joyce 
about three weeks prior to the shut-
down that it was on the cards.

Murdoch’s media
“Labour laws a barrier in new 

Asian century”, runs an opinion piece 
in The Australian, “The issue in the 
Qantas crisis cannot be averted – it 
is whether Labor’s ‘fair work’ indus-
trial relations model is workable for 
Australia with a high dollar and more 
competitive pressures on industry in 
what Labor calls the coming Asian 
century.” (05-11-2011)

Further on in the same article: 
“The enduring message of the week 
is business alarm about Labor’s 
‘fair work’ laws and the absence of 
political resolution to reform them. 
The common corporate concern is 
the issue Qantas chief, Alan Joyce, 
identifi ed at the heart of the dispute: 
the ability of Qantas to manage and 
achieve better productivity.”

“Better productivity” is employer 

code for slashing labour costs – lower 
wages, longer hours and slave labour 
working conditions, short cuts in 
safety, etc. Having the ability to 
manage means being free of labour 
regulations, free of trade unions, free 
to impose individual employment 
contracts, free of minimum wage and 
working condition standards.

That is the agenda for Qantas 
and the ruling class of Australia in 
this dispute.

Bring down the govt
“PM must stand up for productiv-

ity and Qantas” (02-11-2011) runs 
another headline in The Australian. 
“We need businesses to be answerable 
to their shareholders and the laws of 
the land – not union leaders.”

The attacks on Gillard over 
Qantas are one facet of a destabilisa-
tion campaign being run by Murdoch’s 
press against Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard with rumour-mongering (or 
is it rumour-generating?) stories of 
an impending leadership challenge.

The Australian blames Gillard for 
the Qantas shutdown, not Qantas. She 
should have stepped in earlier and her 
industrial relations laws are not up to 
the job, according to The Australian. 
Kevin Rudd and Bill Shorten are 
raised as possible leaders.

Internally, there are serious divi-
sions within Labor ranks over the 

awarding of a $223 million 10-year 
contract for Australia’s overseas 
television services to Murdoch’s 
monopoly which are presently carried 
out by the national public broadcaster, 
the ABC. The Australian is critical 
of the ABC’s approach to news and 
current affairs.

Foreign affairs Minister Kevin 
Rudd wants to give Murdoch the 
contract. Murdoch has promised a 
special channel directed to China – 
music to Rudd’s ears.

There can be no doubt that the 
present Qantas dispute has been long 
in the making and well thought out by 
some of the leading anti-union, anti-
worker forces in the ruling class. Alan 
Joyce is the front man, Qantas the 
front company for an all out offensive.

Independent Senator Nick 
Xenophon’s Civil Aviation Amendment 
(Aircraft Crew) Bill 2011 which is 
currently before Parliament aims to 
make Qantas a truly national carrier 
with its principal operation centre in 
Australia. It specifi es that most heavy 
maintenance, fl ight operations and 
training are conducted in Australia. 
It also seeks to prevent the use of 
foreign crew on domestic fl ights.

These are demands well worth 
supporting, in a campaign that can 
only be won with the full support of 
the labour movement and the wider 
community. 

Qantas – the plot thickens

Melbourne Cup 2011 Winners

1st Prize of $350 went to Carmen Rosa of Whyalla SA
2nd Prize of $100 went to Irini Markov of Salisbury Downs SA
3rd Prize of $50 went to Don Mudie of Broken Hill NSW
The seller’s prize went to Grant Osland of Newcastle.
The CPA congratulates all the winners and thanks all who bought 
tickets in our guessing competition. The money raised in this fundraiser 
will go to the Party’s campaigns working towards a better world.

When US President Obama visits

SAY NO
to US and Australian military plans

Join the
MARCH OF THE DRONES

4-6pm Thursday 17 November – Sydney Town Hall Square
• No to US drones raining death from the skies in Afghanistan and Pakistan •

· No to Australian troops in Afghanistan •
• No to Australia spending $80 million every day on the military •

• No to more US ships, aircraft and troops based at Australian military facilities •
• No to bringing war to our doorstep •

Drones on sticks supplied. Bring your own banners and placards
Organised by Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition

Contact Denis on 0418 668 098 or go to www.anti-bases.org
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Pam Baragwanath*

In June on ABC Radio 774, John Faine was 
introducing a new book on Australian his-
tory. “Australian history?” said Red Symons. 
“We haven’t got any!” This deserved com-
ment observes quite rightly that Australian 
history is rather overlooked. Mechanics’ 
Institutes (MI) are one of the casualties. 
“But we need to know who we are from 
deep memory”. Surely we are more than 
just cricket teams and Gallipoli?

Introduction 
After purchasing the Healesville Mechanics’ 

Institute and Free Library, intending to restore 
the 1892 heritage building and re-open it to the 
public, people dropped in all the time asking 
me what the building was. I needed informa-
tion. Only to fi nd there was very little. I was to 
discover that some of it was misleading. And 
not evidence-based.

There was too much accent on failure and 
comparison with the institutes in the United 
Kingdom where civic infrastructure was well 
organised in the early part of the 19th century 
as opposed to Victoria where there was none. 
It was the institutes themselves that provided 
the early public and civic facilities, many in 
partnership with a town hall such as exists 
today in Collingwood, Port Melbourne, South 
Melbourne, Traralgon and Daylesford.

When I began to research the institutes 
in Victoria in 1984. I was to discover that we 
had our own brand, the Australian version of 
Mechanics’ Institutes and free libraries and, 
as such, they had proved to be an important, 
infl uential and essential movement in our 
Australian history from the early 1800s to the 
present day. You can seldom travel in country 
Victoria without seeing one, or in the suburbs 
for that matter. There are three institutes close 
to where I live in Ringwood: at Warrandyte, 
Wonga Park and Croydon. I was to discover 
the role they had played in their local communi-
ties as well as in the wider history of Victoria 
and to a lesser extent Australia and the other 
Commonwealth countries. Heritage bodies and 
government departments have provided much 
assistance with this work.

For this talk I will aim to defi ne the term 
“mechanics’ institute” and look at the origins, 
both in the UK and Australia and focusing on 
Victoria, where I will answer questions such 
as how many were established, who owned 
them, how many are still there and what they 
are used for now. 

Definition of the term 
“Mechanics’ Institute”

This anachronistic term, of course, belongs 
to another time – the early 1800s. In the United 
Kingdom the word “mechanic” was a more 
general term meaning tradesman, craftsman, 
artisan, working man, working class. An insti-
tute is a place of learning, so broadly speaking 
a mechanics’ institute is a place of learning for 
working class people.

They were the fi rst adult education schools, 
libraries and public halls in Australia, sometimes 
called poor man’s universities or workingman’s 
colleges. The names “mechanics’ institute”, 
“school of arts” and “athenaeum” are all used, as 
are “literary institute” or even “pioneer library”, 
but these days many are just called the name of 
the hall e.g. Poowong Hall or Pimpinio Public 
Hall or even “community centre”.

Origins 
They began in Scotland as a radical move-

ment incorporating the ideals of self-help, adult 
education and hard work, with an extra dollop 
of Scottish thrift and temperance thrown in. 
Mechanics’ Institutes were most unpopular 
with the ruling classes who felt they alone had 
right of access to education. They not only 
feared that the masses might rise up and try to 
take over but that their right to cheap labour 
would be compromised. But the radical, and at 
times, somewhat derisively referred to as “the 

improving movement” to civilise and educate the 
labouring classes was too strong, and 600-700 
institutes were established during the 1800s in 
the United Kingdom.

Origins in Australia
It took only six years from the beginning 

of the movement in Scotland to come to the 
Australian colonies. The fi rst institute was the 
Edinburgh School of Arts, established in 1821, 
and the fi rst Australian institute was the Van 
Diemen’s Land Mechanics’ Institution in Hobart, 
established in 1827. So the fashion had taken 
on here at the same time as in the UK. New 
settlers brought the idea with them and they 
were keen to establish a new, more educated 
and fair society. Institutes or schools of arts or 
athenaeums were established in Sydney in 1833, 
Newcastle in 1835, Melbourne and Adelaide 
in 1839, Launceston in 1842 and Brisbane in 
1849 – all before the gold rushes. Then the 
Swan River Mechanics’ Institute in Perth was 
established in 1851. But the growth in Victoria 
was far more than in any other state.

To quote Geoffrey Blainey: “Victoria, over-
all, was the best colony for the reader. Its public 
libraries and Mechanics’ Institutes held twice as 
many books as those in New South Wales in the 
late 1880s, a time when the population of the 
two was almost equal”. Indeed many hundreds 
of libraries had been established in settlements 
right across rural, suburban and city areas. In 
Victoria, the three early institutes at Portland, 
Geelong and Melbourne were rapidly overtaken 
by the major infl ux of the gold rush population 
during which time about one institute a month 
opened in Victoria.

Why? 
I believe these early quotes set the scene:
Collingwood Observer 01/05/1865:

“The locality devoid of an institution for the 
promulgation of knowledge must be regarded 
as still in a state of barbarism”.

Castlemaine Advertiser 15/02/1859:
“The necessity for a mechanics’ institute in 
every town is so well appreciated nowadays, 
that a long disquisition on the merits of such 
a question, are altogether unnecessary”.

Portland Guardian 07/01/1843:
“The object of such an institution shall be 
the intellectual improvement of its members. 
Of the advantages desirable from a well-con-
ducted institution, there can be little diversity 
of opinion”.

Another quote is from Mr Day speaking at 
the Windsor Institute in NSW: 

“This district has hitherto been shrouded 
in comparative ignorance and more attention 
has been paid to the accumulation of sordid 

riches than to the acquirement of education and 
knowledge. So long therefore as this district 
solely pursued its money making course, so 
long will it be classed as the least elevated of 
the country.”

Reforming ideas
When the new, free European settlers came 

to Victoria they brought with them reforming 
ideas about the new colony. Aristocracy was 
to be left behind in the old country. There was 
enthusiasm for moral and social elevation, a 
more egalitarian, democratic and intellectual 
existence. Institute libraries and classes were set 
up and eagerly attended; even elocution lessons 

were popular. The committees were like mis-
sionaries of knowledge advocating the reading 
of good literature that would have a liberating 
effect and lead to self-improvement.

As district fortunes waxed and waned 
depending on the gold strikes, and land, roads 
and rail were being opened up, some institutes 
disappeared altogether but, overall, 1,100 were 
established in Victoria: one a month in the early 
part of the 19th century. 

Each new settlement would quickly 
establish their institute to their own individual 
design. It was their institute and they ran it 
according to the community needs. The build-
ings were opened in great style with marches, 
public holidays, banquets and speeches. 
Victoria had far more than in any other state 
and far more than in the UK and over 500 of 
them remain. I see it as a success story like 
no other. No other organisation in Victoria 
has been open to the public continuously 
since 1839 and still has over 500 “branches” 
functioning along original, still relevant lines.

The initial objectives: “The diffusion of 
useful knowledge both literary and scientifi c 
and for the educative benefi t of the commu-
nity generally” are still being met because the 

majority of them are still in use as community 
centres and many are libraries proudly retaining 
their heritage as well as contemporary library 
collections.

The Melbourne MI and School of Arts, the 
fi rst one in Victoria, was established in 1839, 
only four years after John Batman and his party 
arrived in what was to become the new settle-
ment of Melbourne. It became, like all the other 
institutes in Victoria, a public building for every-
one: everything important in the new colony 
happened there. Pre-dating the Melbourne Town 
Hall or any elected councils, they became the 
main public meeting places – common ground 
between the church and the pub.

Art and events

Reading the Melbourne Athenaeum (as it 
was renamed) minute books is like reading 
the history of our early settlement. Events 
were held such as the meeting to reward the 
fi rst person to fi nd gold in Victoria, a Eureka 
rebellion meeting, the meeting to raise funds 
for the Burke and Wills expedition, elections, 
poultry shows, boxing matches, dances, lectures 
by visiting luminaries like Mark Twain. There 
was a museum, and the art gallery hosted exhi-
bitions by Arthur Streeton, Albert Namatjira, 
Hans Heysen and Rupert Bunney. From 1910, 
the fi rst fi lms were shown in Victoria and the 
library continued to serve the public throughout.

It is the oldest public institution in 
Melbourne continuously open to the general 
public. A true mechanics’ institute, it is owned 
by the community – its subscribers. It is there 
for the benefi t of the local community. At the 
inaugural meeting the following resolution was 
passed concerning religious matters: “That the 
committee shall exclude from the library all 
such works as contain polemical divinity or 
other matter which the committee may deem 
objectionable”. In addition, sectarianism was 
to be avoided from the lecture program.

Nevertheless, from 1843 the committee 
were apparently agreeable to leasing part of the 
property in Collins Street for religious meetings 
on a Sunday. These included the congrega-
tions of the Baptist Society, Scots Church, St 
Paul’s, the Church of England assembly and 
the Plymouth Brethren.

So it is unsurprising to note that this 
Unitarian church also began its life at the 
Melbourne Mechanics’ Institute. It was on 
30/01/1853 that the fi rst Unitarian service in 
Melbourne was held with the Reverend Maxwell 
Davidson offi ciating. This quote from Reverend 
Davidson would have gone down well with the 
Mechanics’ Institute Committee and is worth 
repeating: “If the great leading article of a creed 
be a contradiction of the intellect or under-
standing, or reason, then the whole religious 
system must be supported by contradictions and 
absurdities – if a nation’s faith be superstitious 
and irrational, and they sincerely believe it, then 
all the laws and customs will, in some degree, 
be tinged with irrationality”.

Finally, I feel that the institutes were infl u-
ential agents of change. They contributed an 
intellectual culture. The libraries, with daily 
newspapers, important periodicals and journals 
of the time, reference collections, debates on 
current affairs and ideas and lectures on rel-
evant topics were pivotal in keeping the public 
informed, thereby shaping public opinion. One 

Mechanics’ Institutes role in 
Australia’s history

Melbourne Athenaeum Theatre.

Mechanics’ Institutes were most 
unpopular with the ruling classes 
who felt they alone had right of 

access to education. 
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prime example was the proposed federation of 
the Australian states.

Given the diffi culties in communication at 
the time, I believe the institutes played a key 
role – information was on hand in the library or 
reading room, debates and meetings were held 
on the question in even the most sparsely settled 
areas in Australia, and eventually the momen-
tous and informed decision could be made. 
In fact, Sir Henry Parkes famous Tenterfi eld 
Address in favour of federation was delivered 
at the Tenterfi eld School of Arts. Other topics 
debated were female suffrage, the price of land 
and labour, the installation of services such as 
the railways, roads and water supply, defence 
and colonial nationalism and many other serious 
concerns affecting people’s lives.

Many of the institutes evolved to provide 
and promote secondary and tertiary level edu-
cation e.g. the institutes at Ballarat, Ballarat 
East, Bendigo, Echuca, Warrnambool and at 
Melbourne, Sale and Prahran in the form of 
schools of design, schools of art, and schools of 
mines, and technical schools. The institute librar-
ies at Ballarat, Berwick, Footscray, Maldon and 
Melbourne are still serving the general public 
as are 40 original institute buildings still being 
used as regional libraries in Victoria. Far from 
being even thought of as a failure, the institutes 
were seen at the time as a necessity, and indeed 
proved to be so.

It’s unfortunate when the institutes are 
labelled with terms such as failure and terms 
such as resembling a gentlemen’s snuggery 
because in the majority of cases this cer-
tainly wasn’t the case. Hundreds of them were 
democratic institutions and continue in this 
way today from Little River to Tallarook and 
Briagolong. Their legacy, to be of benefi t to the 
local community, has continued on. Aristocracy 
had been left behind in the old country and the 
credo became “By the Community, For the 
Community” celebrated in a spirit of mutualism 
and voluntaryism.

After visiting institutes and their present-day 
committees and reading widely of their history 
and contribution over the last 25 years, I fi nd 
much to admire and praise. To me they were so 
obviously successful that maybe we take them 
for granted. They provided essential venues and 
services for the fi rst 100 years of settlement 
and through their own democratic integrity 
have forwarded the advancement of human 
achievement. They were a major contributor 
to a more tolerant, inclusive, egalitarian and 
better-informed society and, as such, played an 
indispensable role in Australia’s history.
* A talk given to the Unitarian Church, 
Melbourne (The Beacon) 

Gerry Georgatos

Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd is concerned 
about the rights of a 14-year-old Australian 
child who was arrested by entrapment for 
possession of marijuana in Bali. The child is 
not in an Indonesian adult prison however; 
he is in custody and within the appropriate 
jurisdiction. I feel for him, but he has a 
journey before the Indonesian Children’s 
Court.

On July I spoke to Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard about the thereabouts of 100 
Indonesian children languishing in Australian 
adult prisons. They range in age from 13 to 
17 years. It has been a long and arduous jour-
ney to have some of them released – some 
have been released via court proceedings and 
some by behind the scenes efforts. I contacted 
Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd and he prom-
ised he would assist. He has not.

Australia is yet to ensure appropriate 
age-determination protocols and adequate 
consular notifi cations so these children, some 
of the world’s most impoverished children, 
do not fi nish up in adult jurisdictions with 
murderers, sex offenders and hardened crimi-
nals. How is it Minister Rudd is concerned 
about the plight of a 14-year-old Australian 
who is before the appropriate jurisdictions in 
Indonesia and yet he is not concerned about 
100 Indonesian children in Australian adult 
prisons?

The mantra of “breaking the people 
smugglers’ business model” has caused much 
damage and perceptually modifi ed public 
views. Is “people smuggling” a reality or is it 
a myth, and is the assisting in the passage of 
an asylum seeker immoral and criminal?

I was stunned when a GetUP! campaign 
against the Malaysian option quoted, “it’s 
understandable that the Minister cannot offer 
a blanket exemption to any class of asylum 
seekers, for fear that people smugglers will 
exploit it to their advantage.” There are many 
asylum seekers who cannot fi nd safe passage 
from persecution and oppression without the 
assistance of others.

I do not question that there may be some 
who have profi teered in assisting asylum 
seekers, however is this a crime? Migration 
agents get paid for their services. Who 
doesn’t? Let us remind ourselves that much 
of what is paid to so-called people smugglers 
is also spent on ensuring their safe passage.

If Prime Minister Gillard and 
Immigration Minister Chris Bowen want to 
break what they perceive as the people smug-
glers’ business model they should listen to 
the Director of Refugee and Asylum Law at 
the University of Michigan, James Hathaway, 
“Canada and other developed countries cre-
ated the market on which smugglers depend 
by erecting migration walls around their ter-
ritories. The more diffi cult it is to get across 
a border to safety on one’s own, the more 
sensible it is to hire a smuggler to navigate 
the barriers to entry. Smugglers are thus 
the critical bridge to get at-risk people to 
safety. Which one of us, if confronted with a 
desperate need to fl ee but facing seemingly 

impossible barriers, would not seek out a 
smuggler to assist us?”

Perceived people smugglers are actu-
ally people who save lives and if we could 
remove ourselves from the racism and xeno-
phobia we would appreciate them and their 
brave daring as we do Oskar Schindler and 
Nancy Wake.

Humanity has a history of heroes who 
have smuggled people to safety and to des-
tinations throughout the world where human 
advancement can prosper. Oskar Schindler 
took monies to pay monies to help thousands 
of individuals to freedom. Recent tributes 
revered the life of Australian Nancy Wake, a 
“people smuggler” who during German occu-
pied Europe saved many lives.

Many people smugglers were asylum 
seekers and refugees and they understand 
the predicament of their peoples. Iraqi Ali 
Jenabi’s brother was killed by Saddam 
Hussein’s forces. He arrived in Indonesia 
penniless and to earn passage for his fam-
ily to Australia, which included his mother, 
sisters, brothers and an uncle, he worked 
for perceived people smugglers. His family 
fi nally arrived in three separate boats.

Ali Jenabi’s humanity continued and he 
has since helped many others seek passage, 
including those with no money. He is a hero 
to the Iraqi communities of Australia, but a 
perceived people smuggler to Prime Minister 
Gillard. He could face ten years jail.

Australia’s misrepresentation of those 
who assist asylum seekers in their safe pas-
sage and their labelling as people smugglers 
has now caught up young children, who were 
no more than cooks and deckhands on the 
boats lawfully seeking asylum to our shores. 
There are now over 400 of Indonesia’s 
impoverished fi sher people serving fi ve-year 
sentences in Australian prisons. Many of 

them are children. There are hundreds more 
waiting on remand and others in immigration 
detention.

The method used to determine the age 
of the children, the wrist-bone age scan, has 
been widely discredited by paediatric endo-
crinologists and by the Australian Medical 
Association, and is unlawful in the UK as 
a means to determine age. However, the 
Australian government continues to rely on it.

Lawyer, David Manne set a precedent 
by challenging the Australian government 
in the High Court over the lawfulness of the 
Malaysia option. At this time in the Victorian 
courts, it may fi nish up in the High Court, 
lawyers are arguing that asylum seekers have 
a legal right to come to Australia and that 
perceived people smugglers have a legal right 
to assist them, and in fact they have never 
done anything unlawful.

Indeed, paragraphs 232 and 233 of the 
Migration Act support this argument. A few 
years ago 27 legal experts explained to a 
Senate Estimates Inquiry that indeed there is 
nothing unlawful in assisting people with safe 
passage to foreign shores. The incarceration 
of people as “people smugglers” is unlawful, 
and the incarceration of Indonesian youth and 
children as cooks and deckhands is a human 
rights abuse. 

If the Victorian courts uphold the argu-
ments that there is no such thing as people 
smuggling per se in regards to the “business 
model” then this will have a wide reaching 
implication and may expedite the freedom 
of many. Australia would be best served by 
working with those humanitarians who risk 
their lives trying to help others to our shores, 
and by pulling down the migration walls and 
raising our humanitarian quota for refugees 
to, for instance, 50,000 and set an example 
world-wide. 

Hypocrisy often serves 
to highlight immoral 
predicaments

The incarceration of people as “people smugglers” is 

unlawful, and the incarceration of Indonesian youth and 

children as cooks and deckhands is a human rights abuse. 
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Pepe Lozano

Imagine being separated from 
your children one day. You’re put 
in a detention centre hundreds of 
kilometres away with absolutely no 
right to see your kids for months, 
sometimes years, and the possibil-
ity of never seeing them again.

The heartbreaking stories are 
revealed in a new report by the 
Applied Research Centre (ARC) 
called Shattered Families: The 
Perilous Intersection of Immigration 
Enforcement and the Child Welfare 
System.

The opening paragraphs of the 
report’s executive summary tell a 
gruelling tale:

“Josephina’s baby was just nine 
months old and Clara’s children 
were one and six when they were 
placed in foster homes with strangers. 
Clara and Josephina, sisters in their 
early 30s who lived together in a 
small New Mexico town, had done 
nothing to harm their children or to 
elicit the attention of the child welfare 
department.”

In the summer of 2010 federal 
immigration agents arrived at the 
door of the two mothers’ trailer home, 
based on a tip that the sisters, who 
were undocumented, had drugs in 
their home. 

Though the ICE (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) agents 
found nothing incriminating and even 
though the women had no criminal 
record, the offi cials called Child 
Protective Services to take custody 
of the children and the mothers were 
detained based on their immigration 
status.

The report continues, “For 
the four months that ICE detained 
them Josephina and Clara had no 

idea where their children were. In 
December, the sisters were deported, 
and their children remained in foster 
care.”

Talking by phone from Mexico a 
year after she was deported, Josephina 
said, “I have no contact with my baby. 
I didn’t do anything wrong to have 
my children taken away from me.”

With the help of the Mexican 
consulate in New Mexico and after 
14 months apart, Josephina and Clara 
were fi nally reunited with their chil-
dren this September.

Others may not be so lucky.
“Immigration enforcement greatly 

increases the chances that families 
will never see each other again,” 
ARC President Rinku Sen said in a 
statement. “Detaining and deporting 
parents shatter families and endanger 
the children left behind. It’s unaccept-
able, un-American, and a clear sign 
that we need to revisit our immigra-
tion policies.”

Seth Freed Wessler, the report’s 
author and principal investigator, 
notes thousands of families are being 
left out of the decision-making proc-
ess when it comes to the care and 
custody of their children. As a result, 
he says, children of detained and 
deported parents are likely to remain 
in foster care when they could be with 
their own family.

Wessler adds there are more 
than 5,000 children currently living 
in foster care whose parents have 
been either detained or deported. 
Families are facing formidable bar-
riers to reunifi cation, and in many 
cases will be permanently separated. 
If the numbers based on the report’s 
fi ndings remain the same, he projects 
at least 15,000 more children will face 
similar threats to reunifi cation in the 
next fi ve years.

In fiscal year 2011, the US 
deported nearly 400,000 people, 
a record-breaking number, and 
detained nearly that many. In the 
fi rst six months of 2011, the Obama 
administration removed more than 
46,000 mothers and fathers of 
US-citizen children.

Sound policies ensuring the reuni-
fi cation of parents with their children 
are clearly lacking in the child welfare 
system, says Wessler. The trauma for 
these families is great, he said, add-
ing that it is universally agreed that 
children are better off when they are 
with their families.

A major problem is that once 
parents are put into detention centres 
hundreds of kilometres away from 
their children, they are physically 
removed from the process. In many 
cases because the parents are not 
present during court proceedings their 
parental rights are terminated and 

the children are placed in the foster 
care system.

The child welfare system moves 
forward without the parents, mostly 
because the detention centres do not 
cooperate. And attorneys for the par-
ents say they have little information 
about where their clients, the parents, 
are being detained.

Wessler calls this a “systemic 
bias” and says the child welfare 
departments lack proactive policies 
to reunify children with their detained 
and deported parents.

“These detention policies need 
to change and we need community-
based alternatives so families can stay 
united,” he said.

Controversial programs such as 
Secure Communities and 287(g), 
which are anti-immigrant policies, 
enforced by state and local law 
enforcement, need to be suspended, 
says Wessler. States, counties and 

municipalities that enforce them are 
one of the major causes of separated 
families and children being put in the 
foster care system, he said.

“Families undergoing distress-
ing situations where in some cases 
parents could be separated from their 
children forever is a terrible conse-
quence and is not acceptable,” said 
Wessler. “And as we grapple with 
what kind of immigration policies we 
need, it’s important to fully under-
stand the irreparable repercussions 
taking place based on the current 
failed system. 

As immigration enforcement 
spreads across the country and more 
parents of US-citizen children are 
deported, the collateral effects are 
likely only to grow. We have to know 
what this means for our communities 
and we hope with this report to get 
people to think differently.”
People’s World 

Union leaders to G20: 
World must focus recovery on workers, jobs
Mark Grenberg

CANNES, France: World leaders 
must pivot and focus the interna-
tional economy – and its recovery 
– on getting workers into jobs, 
union leaders told international 
leaders meeting in Cannes, France.

In the unionists’ own “Labor 
20” summit, US peak union body, 
AFL-CIO President Richard 
Trumka, National Nurses Union 
(NNU) Executive Director Rose 
Ann DeMoro and other union-
ists said getting workers into jobs 
should drive the recovery, not the 
other way around. Their summit 
was held to present conclusions 
to the “G-20” summit, November 
3-4 of international leaders in the 
French seaside city.

Excessive emphasis on 
budget-cutting, defi cits and forc-
ing nations to eliminate programs 
to help stricken people must stop, 
the union leaders said in their 
report by the International Trade 
Union Confederation (ITUC). 

“Appropriate public revenues must 
be raised to sustain public serv-
ices,” ITUC added.

“The dismal and faltering recov-
ery, spiralling unemployment fi gures 
and record poverty levels in the 
deregulated US labour market con-
trast with stronger, job-rich growth 
in Germany, which harnessed strong 
employment protection, collectively 
negotiated fl exible working time 
agreements and short-time working 
schemes to keep workers in jobs 
when the crisis hit,” ITUC pointed 
out in its report to the G-20.

“Employment needs to be at 
the centre of recovery action plans, 
requiring G-20 governments to pri-
oritise raising demand and restoring 
growth. In addition, development 
and fi nancial regulation are issues 
the G-20 needs to prioritise,” the 
“L-20” leaders said, introducing the 
ITUC report.

In a statement released before 
he left for Cannes, Trumka said 
that, “in the US alone, 25 million 
workers are unemployed or looking 

for full time employment.” The 
G-20, he said, must “adopt a plan 
for jobs and recovery that sustains 
the recovery and stems the immedi-
ate jobs crisis.”

That plan should include a tax 
on fi nancial speculation, imposed 
on each fi nancial trade. The tax is 
one of the recommendations in the 
ITUC report, and its presence drew 
DeMoro to Cannes, too. NNU has 
made enactment of the tax a key 
part of its nationwide discussion 
about the economy and its effect on 
workers.

But Obama might not be listen-
ing to that tax plan, which would 
also curb the unregulated gambling 
casino the world fi nancial markets 
became before their collapse caused 
the ensuing crash and worldwide 
recession.

The fi nancial transactions 
would mainly target “the big banks 
and investment fi rms whose reck-
less activities caused the current 
economic crisis,” NNU says. It cal-
culates the tax would raise as much 

as US$350 billion annually in the 
US, which could be devoted to job 
creation, universal health care and 
quality public education.

“The Obama administration has 
been an obstacle for the Wall Street 
tax, and in the face of a growing 
international demand for other 
nations, especially in Europe, to 
adopt their own FTT, the US lob-
bied European fi nance ministers 
to oppose the FTT,” NNU said. 
Besides enacting the fi nancial trans-
fer tax, ITUC also recommended:
• Give a strong message of 

confi dence to working families, 
not just fi nancial markets, by 
breaking the vicious circle of 
jobs insecurity, depressed wages, 
suppressed consumption and 
blocked investment.  Employment 
expansion is now necessary for 
restoring growth, not just growth 
for restoring employment.

• Establish differentiated but 
coordinated jobs targets for 
the G-20 countries to include 
immediate measures of 

job-intensive infrastructure 
programs, “green jobs” 
investment and labour market 
programs to raise skills.

• Transform the structural policy 
agenda to strengthen labour 
market institutions, social 
partnership, collective bargaining, 
negotiated and legislated 
minimum wages, and income 
support for low-income groups so 
as to reduce income inequality.

• Move forward on conclusions 
of the G-20 labour ministers 
to establish a social protection 
fl oor supported by adequate 
funding according to levels of 
development.

• Implement rapidly the reforms to 
the fi nancial sector agreed upon 
at the G-20 London Summit but 
never effectively enacted, and 
go beyond this to effectively 
restructure fi nancial groups that 
have become too-big-to-fail and 
establish a fi nancial transaction 
tax.

People’s World 

What happens to children after 
parents are detained 
and deported?
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Rick Rozoff

On October 31 North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation chief Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
arrived in the Libyan capital of Tripoli at 
the end of seven full months of the military 
bloc’s war in the country and effused: “It’s 
great to be in Libya, free Libya.”

Like Scipio Africanus the Younger almost 
twenty-two centuries earlier in what is now 
Libya’s western neighbour Tunisia, then 
Carthage, Rasmussen planted the banner of a 
conquering power on the soil of North Africa. 
Perhaps NATO will grant Rasmussen, too, the 
honorifi c agnomen Africanus after the mili-
tary bloc’s fi rst war and fi rst conquest on the 
continent.

While basking in the triumph of what 
Western commentators have celebrated as 
NATO’s fi rst complete and uncontested mili-
tary victory – “the most successful in NATO 
history” in Rasmussen’s words – in the Libyan 
capital, the secretary general was questioned by 
a reporter about plans to replicate the Libyan 
model in Syria and stated: “My answer is very 
short. NATO has no intention (to intervene) 
whatsoever. I can completely rule that out.”

However, to belie his claim he immediately 
added: “Having said that, I strongly condemn the 
crackdown on the civilian population in Syria. 
What has happened in Libya sends a clear sig-
nal. You cannot neglect the will of the people.”

The 227-day war against Libya waged fi rst 
by US Africa Command from March 19-31 and 
thereafter by NATO is, according to the NATO 
chieftain, “a clear signal” to Syria, but “NATO 
has no intention” to commence military actions 
against Syria. Scant assurance to the nation’s 
government and populace alike, to be sure.

On the day Muammar Gaddafi  was brutally 
killed, Senator John McCain, ranking member 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee and 
presidential candidate in 2008, threatened the 
president of Syria, the prime minister of Russia 
and unnamed Chinese leaders with the less than 
eloquent admonition that they “got a reason to 
be uneasy”. He told the BBC on October 20: 
“I think dictators all over the world, including 
Bashar al-Assad, maybe even Mr Putin, maybe 
some Chinese, maybe all of them, may be a lit-
tle bit more nervous.” He repeated the parallel 
between Libya and Syria three days later while 
in Jordan.

Had Rasmussen been someone other than 
who he is, which is to say an honest individual, 
his comments in the Libyan capital would have 
been limited to the line of Tacitus about a Roman 
campaign in the century following the Third 
Punic War: Auferre, trucidare, rapere, falsis 
nominibus imperium; atque, ubi solitudinem 
faciunt, pacem appellant. (They plunder, they 
slaughter, and they steal: this they falsely name 

Empire, and where they make a wasteland, they 
call it peace.)

Libya has been destroyed. What is left of 
the city of Sirte presents a vivid image that 
suits all too well the Roman historian’s words.

Back at home in NATO Headquarters in 
Brussels three days later, Rasmussen gave his 
latest monthly press briefi ng, in which he stated:

“Let me stress that NATO has no intention 
whatsoever to intervene in Iran, and NATO is 
not engaged as an alliance in the Iran question.”

He began his comments with this account: 
“This week I had the privilege to visit Tripoli, 
the capital of free Libya. It was the fi rst time 
ever that a NATO Secretary General set foot 
in the country and something none of us could 
have imagined only a year ago.”

During the question and answer period 
which succeeded his presentation he responded 
to a question on Libya by stating:

“We would be prepared to offer the same 
kind of assistance as we have offered to other 
partners within defence and security sector 
reforms. That is, overall to help put defence 
and security agencies under civilian and demo-
cratic control. We can also help in organising 
a modern defence, modern structures. In more 
specifi c terms we can help when it comes 
to institution-building like the building of a 
defence ministry, how to organise General 
Staff of the Armed Forces, just to mention 
some examples.

“NATO has a lot of expertise within defence 
and security sector reform, and actually a 
number of our Allies have gone through a similar 
transition from dictatorship into democracy, so 
they have a very valuable experience to offer. 
And I talked with Chairman Jalil and made clear 
that we are ready to assist Libya within such 
reform efforts if requested …”

Given the alliance’s history over the past 
twenty years, what he in fact pledged was that 
NATO will train – from scratch and in English 
– the armed forces of the new Libyan proxy 
regime as it has done previously and is still 
engaged in doing in other nations and provinces 
it has invaded and in other manners subjugated: 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Afghanistan and 
Iraq.

Libya, which until now has been the only 
North African nation not to be pulled into 
NATO’s Mediterranean Dialogue military 
partnership – Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and 
Algeria are members as are Israel, Jordan and 
Mauritania – will become the eighth member and 
a joint asset of NATO and US Africa Command.

The chief of what is not only the sole extant 
military bloc in the world but the largest and 
longest-lived multinational armed alliance 
in history may have taken to issuing regular 
disclaimers concerning attacking new nations 
well outside the so-called Euro-Atlantic zone, 
but how much credence the secretary general’s 
pronouncements should be given is best indi-
cated by how unconscionably NATO lied its 
way into full-fl edged wars in three continents 
over the past twelve years.

With 28 full members at present, after a 75 
percent increase between 1999-2009, and over 
40 partners around the world, the North Atlantic 
bloc has integrated the militaries of a third of 
the world’s nations for deployments to war and 
post-war zones in the Balkans and South Asia, 
with Africa the next destination.

Its latest trophy is the battered, bloodied 
and brutalised body of Muammar Gaddafi , 
murdered after a US Hellfi re missile and French 
laser-guided bombs struck his convoy outside 
Sirte on October 20, eight months before what 

would have been his seventieth birthday. 
So bereft of the most elementary notions of 
decency and values, moral and aesthetic, are 
the governments of the West and the people 
they deserve (as a British writer a century ago 
reversed the well-known dictum of Joseph de 
Maistre), that the only stimulants left to awaken 
their satiated and dehumanised sensibilities 
are – as they are inured to violence, even on a 
mass scale – necrophilia and fi endish, ghoulish 
Grand Guignol.

In reference to the murder of Gaddafi  and 
his son Muatassim, the public display of their 
corpses and the sports enthusiast-like celebra-
tion of those gruesome acts by the likes of US 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Russian rep-
resentative to NATO Dmitry Rogozin lambasted 

them as emblematic of sadistic triumphalism. 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin denounced 
them as disgusting and Deputy Speaker of the 
State Duma Ivan Melnikov characterised the 
fi rst as “a striking illustration of American and 
their NATO allies’ policy in the North-African 
country,” according to Interfax.

They are in fact grotesque.
In his own words, the last-cited Russian 

offi cial warned: “I think that the entire world 
should watch today the published photographs 
and video records of Gaddafi ’s murder. It is 

not just a dead former leader of Libya. It’s the 
symbol of the sovereignty of an independent 
country that was torn to pieces by Americans.”

The day after Gaddafi ’s murder the same 
news agency cited another deputy of the 
lower house of parliament, Vadim Solovyov, 
as affi rming: “The American economy is in 
need of inexpensive oil, so the US government 
is even ready to wage wars, if only oil arrives 
… Any country with large reserves of energy 
resources – Iran, Syria, Venezuela or Nigeria – 
could come next.”

NATO ground, air and naval forces continue 
their murderous rampages in Afghanistan, across 
the border into Pakistan, in Kosovska Mitrovica, 
in Libya and off the coast of Somalia in the Gulf 
of Aden and adjoining waters (where NATO 

killed the captain of a Taiwanese fi shing vessel 
and wounded two Iranian fi shermen in separate 
attacks earlier this year).

A Stop NATO feature in August provided 
an, admittedly incomplete, list of nations that 
NATO, actuated by its fi rst Strategic Concept 
for the 21st century adopted at the bloc’s sum-
mit in Lisbon last November and its initial 
implementation in Libya this year. NATO could 
attack or otherwise intervene in next: Algeria, 
Belarus, Bolivia, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Cyprus, Ecuador, Eritrea, Iran, Lebanon, 
Madagascar, Mali, Moldova-Transdniester, 
Myanmar, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, North 
Korea, Pakistan, Palestine, Somalia, the South 
Caucasus (Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, South 
Ossetia), Sudan-South Sudan, Suriname, Syria, 
Uganda, Venezuela, Western Sahara, Yemen 
and Zimbabwe.

In the interim the Obama administration 
announced the deployment of special forces 
to four of the above nations and on the day of 
Gaddafi ’s murder the chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee’s subcommittee 
on African affairs, Senator Chris Coons, was 
reported by Associated Press as asserting that 
“Muammar Gaddafi ’s death and the promise 
of a new Libyan regime are arguments for the 
measured US military response in central Africa 
where the US has sent roughly 100 troops” to 
Uganda, Congo, the Central African Republic 
and South Sudan.

That the nations of the world require almost 
daily assurances, however untrustworthy, that 
they will not be attacked by the mightiest 
multinational military formation in history is 
an indictment of the age that submits to living 
under such ongoing and ubiquitous threats. 
The time is ripe and in fact long overdue for 
issuing a call for an international anti-NATO 
initiative addressed to individuals, organisations, 
political parties and governments to convene 
an extraordinary session of the United Nations 
General Assembly to demand the disbanding of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.
Information Clearing House 

NATO, sole military super-bloc

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation chief Anders Fogh Rasmussen.

The North Atlantic bloc has integrated the militaries of 
a third of the world’s nations for deployments to war 
and post-war zones in the Balkans and South Asia, 
with Africa the next destination.
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Murdoch’s secret 
ABC attack
Rupert Murdoch could secure his 
stranglehold on the Australian 
media by acquiring our public 
international TV news network 
– and rob a struggling ABC 
of $223 million in funding. 
Communications Minister Stephen 
Conroy is under pressure to 
give control over the network to 
Murdoch instead of the ABC.

Murdoch’s mouthpiece The 
Australian has been leaking details 
of insider support for Murdoch in a 
blatant attempt to force Labor into 
backing his bid. Conroy knows that 
giving the network to Murdoch would 
greatly increase the media mogul’s 
corrupting infl uence and hurt the 
ABC, and is looking for a way out.

Rupert Murdoch already owns 
70 percent of Australia’s newspa-
pers. Now he’s on the hunt for more 
media control, and he’s hoping we 
won’t notice. Through his stake in 
Australian News Channel, he’s been 
pushing hard to take over the crucial 
but low-key “Australia Network”: an 
Australian international public broad-
caster that’s available in 44 countries. 
Murdoch has shown that his empire 
ruthlessly puts profi ts above all else 

– even hacking a murdered school 
girl’s phone to increase sales. With 
this extra network, Murdoch would 
vastly increase his power and take 
control of Australia’s public image 
abroad.

The move is also a key part of his 
strategy to destroy public broadcast-
ing and silence independent voices. 
Murdoch knows that the loss of $223 
million in funding would severely 
weaken an already stretched ABC. It 
would mean the loss of many ABC 
journalists, and potential closures 
of overseas news offi ces. If we let 
Murdoch win, Australia will become 
the fi rst country in the world to pri-
vatise its international news service.

Earlier this year, Avaaz members 
in the UK forced Murdoch to drop 
his bid for a complete takeover of 
British broadcaster BSkyB, and last 
month we won the media inquiry here 
despite Murdoch’s fi erce opposition. 
Now we have a chance to win again. 
With massive public support, we can 
rid the world of Murdoch’s corrupting 
infl uence for good. Something that 
would have been unthinkable even 12 
months ago is now within our grasp, 
if we keep working together.

Emma, Ben, Ari, 
Luis, Ricken, Alice 

and the rest of the Avaaz team

Distortions of history
I get really annoyed when I 
read articles in left wing papers 
denigrating the achievements of 
the former Socialist countries. A 
favourite buzz phrase is the failure 
of 20th Century Socialism. An 
article I read recently was called 

“Socialism a hideous distortion of 
its original intensions”.

So abolishing unemployment, 
poverty and homelessness was 
apparently a hideous distortion of 
Socialism. Don’t these people know 
that there was no corporate greed 
under Socialism, because there were 
no private corporations?

It’s true that the collapse of 
Socialism still requires more study 
and analysis. But it is undeniable that 
the Socialist countries left us a legacy 
that the occupation movement would 
do well to study and learn from.

Another article in the same paper 
gives a very good analysis of the dif-
ference between political economy 
and bourgeois economics, but fails to 
mention the law of surplus value as 
the source of corporate greed.

We will never defeat corporate 
greed, even less change society by 
being nice. We must get to the point 
where corporate greed is seen as 
a punishable offence, and punish-
able by what ever means is deemed 
appropriate.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

Australia in 
dubious company

UNESCO, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, is being 
punished by the United States for 
accepting the Palestinian Authority 
into its ranks. The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
received the status of the observer 
at UNESCO back in 1974.

On October 31, 2011, 107 

countries voted for inclusion of the 
PA into UNESCO. China, France 
and Russia were among them. Here 
is a breakdown on how UNESCO 
countries voted on Palestinian mem-
bership. There are 194 member states. 
173 votes were cast. The required 
majority is 81 votes. There were 52 
abstentions, 14 “no” votes and 107 
“yes” votes. The “no” votes belonged 
to the following countries: Australia, 
Canada, Czech Republic, Germany, 
Israel, Lithuania, the Netherlands, 
Palau, Panama, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Sweden, USA, Vanuatu.

The USA was not prepared to 
accept the democratic process at 
UNESCO and declared that it would 
not be paying its share to this organi-
sation. Its share is 22 percent and it 
will be a heavy fi nancial blow to the 
organisation which promotes educa-
tion, science and culture.

Australia fi nds itself once again 
in the dubious company which does 

not do its international image any 
good. UNESCO has more than 900 
heritage sites under its protection and 
is part of an effort to make the world 
a better place for human beings who 
could live free of ignorance and want.

Palestinians are entitled – like 
everybody else – to have a right for 
protection of cultural sites, a right to 
educate its children and promote sci-
ence. Why would anybody object to 
that? We are told that the UNESCO 
decision would slow down the peace 
process between Israel and Palestine. 
What peace process?

Settlement building on occupied 
territories is going on, the blockade 
is still in place and there is no end 
to “initiatives” which lead nowhere. 
The USA and Israel consider them-
selves “democratic” countries. Well, 
they have to be prepared to accept a 
democratic vote then.

T Southern
Brisbane
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Return of 
old king 
coal
When the Labor Party was in offi ce 
in NSW, the coal lobby pretty much 
called the tune in the state. The 
NSW government was as much 
a creature of the coal industry as 
it was a creature of the property 
development business. The ALP’s 
blatant pro-business bias coupled 
with its equally blatant corruption 
was the main motivation for a lot 
of voters shifting their allegiance to 
the right, to Barry O’Farrell and 
the Liberal Party. In fact, to secure 
their votes, O’Farrell went so far as 
to promise some of the most vocal 
opponents of new coal mines that if 
elected he would stop the building 
of the mines they opposed.

But we all know what Liberal 
Party election promises are worth, 
don’t we? The Liberal Party is the 
party of big business, and coal is very 
big business. Add to that the Liberal 
Party’s previous history of corruption 
at least as serious as that of any Labor 
government (think of the premiership 
of the notorious Robin Askin) and you 
have a recipe for “business as usual” 
in NSW. All that will have changed is 
the identity of the person who collects 
the brown paper bags full of money.

One thing that has changed 
however is the extent of the public 
opposition to the continued mining 
and burning of fossil fuels. Coal is on 
the nose with more and more people 
across the state. Go almost anywhere 
in NSW now and you will encounter 
signs on the fences of people’s prop-
erties condemning the greed of coal 
companies, demanding that there be 
“no new mines”, calling for an end 
to coal shipments, or simply saying 
“NO!” to such and such planned 
coal mine.

And this opposition is not just 
from The Greens and the Communists. 
Faced with the prospect of pervasive 
coal dust, fouled streams, fractured 
creek beds and ruined farm dams, 
people engaged in agriculture – from 
vintners to owners of horse studs – 
have joined in the chorus opposing 
further coal extraction. As one of the 
most potent signs seen in the Hunter 
Valley says, “You can’t drink coal!”

But there is money to be made 
from coal – and made now. For all 
the talk about the benefi ts of renew-
able energy, the infrastructure for coal 
mining is already in place, there are 
ready markets available, and what 
capitalist is going to turn down ready 
money just for the sake of the future 
of the planet? Their minds don’t work 
like that.

No, their minds are focused on 
what ever will generate the greatest 
profi t, and coal may be a “dirty” fuel 
but it is also a cheap fuel. So, although 
we know that burning coal contributes 
to greenhouse gas build-up and hence 
to global warming, capitalists will 
continue to use it unless compelled 
to do otherwise, for they can make 
money from coal.

As Fred Pearce wrote recently 
in Yale Environment 360, “Making 
energy by burning coal produces 
twice as much CO2 as by burning 
natural gas. … When the current 
round of climate talks began half a 
decade ago, 25 percent of the world’s 
primary energy came from coal. The 
fi gure is now 29.6 percent. Between 
2009 and 2010, global coal consump-
tion grew by almost 8 percent….  So 

dysfunctional is the world’s response 
to climate change that every year, the 
dirtiest fuel of them all is generating 
a growing proportion of the world’s 
energy.

“Global production [of coal] is 
set to rise by 35 percent in the com-
ing decade, according to industry 
analysts. The cheapest, most abundant 
and dirtiest of all the fossil fuels is 
extending its grip on the world’s 
energy supply system.”

The propagandists of capitalism 
are trying to put the blame for this 
upsurge in the burning of fossil fuel 
on to the developing economies of 
China and India, South Africa and 
Brazil, as though the corporations 
of Britain, Europe and the USA had 
nothing to do with it.

True, South Africa is the world’s 
third-largest exporter of power-station 
coal. Its export terminal at Richards 
Bay can now handle 91 million tons of 
coal a year – enough to produce more 
than 200 million tons of CO2. But 
it is mining giants Anglo American 
and BHP Billiton that ship that coal 

to Europe, and, increasingly, to the 
new industrial powerhouses of Asia.

China may be the world’s largest 
producer of wind turbines and solar 
panels, but Pearce notes that “its coal 
consumption has doubled in the past 
eight years. In 2010, an amazing 
48 percent of all the coal burned in 
the world was burned in China. The 
country’s roads are clogged with coal 
trucks headed from mines to power 
stations.

“Meanwhile, India’s coal con-
sumption has doubled in 12 years. It is 
expected to have three times as many 
coal-burning power stations by the 
end of the decade. India, like China, 
has huge coal reserves of its own. But 
its economy is growing so fast that 
its miners cannot dig the stuff out of 
the ground quickly enough, causing 
a surge in imports. South Africa is a 
major supplier, along with Australia 
and Indonesia, which is likely to 
become the world’s top coal exporter 
before the decade is out.”

However, Pearce reminds us 
that “the US remains the world’s 

second-largest coal burner, after 
China. Japan is the world’s largest 
coal importer, and Germany is the 
biggest producer of brown coal.”

If the world’s economies – both 
developing and developed - are 
going to be weaned off reliance 
on coal, they must all be helped to 
obtain alternative energy sources. 
The developing ones in particular 
cannot be expected to simply forego 
the economic advances their people 
so urgently need and desire.

The developed capitalist econo-
mies, who underwent their industrial 
development before environmental 
concerns became popular, need to 
be forced by popular pressure to help 
the less developed countries (victims 
of capitalism’s uneven development 
and colonial exploitation) to provide 
their people with the opportunities 
and benefi ts created by modern sci-
ence and industry, allowing them to 
improve their standard of living while 
embracing clean green alternatives to 
“King Coal”. 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Coal mining in the Hunter Valley, NSW.

Sydney

A forum organized by the 

CPA, Workers Rights Sub Committee

Should Workers Struggle
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Only one program in this 
week’s column, but it is a 

very signifi cant one, revealing the 
methods (and morals) of the US 
government in the 1970s that echo 
the same sectors today, as even a 
cursory study of the Libyan experi-
ence demonstrates.

If capitalism was honest about its 
aims and methods, the only people to 
support it would be capitalists them-
selves and a perhaps a few masochists. 
So capitalism depends for its survival 
on lies and disinformation. Discovery 
of this can shake its more principled 
supporters to the core. One such was 
US military analyst Daniel Ellsberg.

After excelling at his studies at 
Harvard and Cambridge, and a stint 
in the US Marines, Ellsberg went to 
work for the Pentagon and then the 
Rand Corporation, specialising in 
nuclear strategy. At Rand, in 1967, 
he contributed to a top-secret study 
of classifi ed documents regarding 
the conduct of the Vietnam War that 
had been commissioned by Defence 
Secretary Robert McNamara. These 
documents, completed in 1968, later 
became known collectively as the 
Pentagon Papers. As an editor of the 
New York Times was to write much 
later, these documents “demonstrated, 
among other things, that the Johnson 
Administration had systematically 
lied, not only to the public but also 
to Congress, about a subject of 
transcendent national interest and 

signifi cance”. They revealed that the 
government had knowledge, early 
on, that the war could most likely 
not be won, and that continuing the 
war would lead to many times more 
casualties than was ever admitted 
publicly.

The Most Dangerous Man In 
America: Daniel Ellsberg And The 
Pentagon Papers (ABC2 Sunday, 
November 20) is a 2009 documentary 
fi lm directed by Judith Ehrlich and 
Rick Goldsmith and written by them 
and Michael Chandler and Lawrence 
Lerew. The fi lm explores the events 
leading up to the publication of the 
Pentagon Papers.

David Edelstein, in New York 
magazine, said: “Riveting! A straight-
ahead, enthralling story of moral cour-
age. This story changed the world. 
The movie offers one revelatory 
interview after another. CRITICS’ 
PICK!”

The fi lm has won numerous fi lm 
festival awards, especially audience 
awards for Best Documentary, or just 
“Best in Fest”.

By 1969 Ellsberg began attending 
anti-war events while still remaining 
in his position at Rand. “There was no 
question in my mind that my govern-
ment was involved in an unjust war 
that was going to continue and get 
larger. Thousands of young men were 
dying each year.”

In late 1969 — with the assist-
ance of his former Rand Corporation 
colleague Anthony Russo and the 
staff of Senator Edward Kennedy 
— Ellsberg secretly made several 
sets of photocopies of the classifi ed 
documents to which he had access; 
these later became known as the 
Pentagon Papers.

Throughout 1970, to avoid pros-
ecution Ellsberg covertly attempted 
to persuade a few sympathetic US 
Senators to release the papers on the 
Senate fl oor.

Ellsberg also shared the docu-
ments with New York Times cor-
respondent Neil Sheehan under 

a pledge of confidentiality. But 
Sheehan was unable to sit on such 
a scoop and on June 13, 1971, the 
New York Times published the fi rst 
of nine excerpts and commentaries 
on the 7,000 page collection. The 
Nixon administration tried to have 
the courts suppress the documents. So 
Ellsberg additionally leaked the docu-
ments to The Washington Post and 17 
other newspapers. As a response to 
the leaks, the Nixon administration 
began a campaign against Ellsberg 
personally, creating a secret under-
cover group called the “White House 
Plumbers”, which would later lead to 
the Watergate burglaries.

One of the “plumbers” fi rst acts 
was to burgle the offi ce of Ellsberg’s 
psychiatrist looking for material that 
could discredit Ellsberg. At the behest 
of Nixon, the FBI also illegally tapped 
Ellsberg’s phone without bothering 
to get a court order. When fi nally 
arrested, Ellsberg and Russo faced 
charges under the Espionage Act of 
1917 and other charges including theft 
and conspiracy, carrying a total maxi-
mum sentence of 115 years. Their trial 
commenced in Los Angeles in January 
1973, presided over by US District 
Judge William Matthew Byrne Jr.

Due to the gross governmental 
misconduct and illegal evidence 
gathering, Judge Byrne dismissed all 
charges against Ellsberg and Russo 
on May 11, 1973. Ellsberg later 
claimed that after his trial ended, 
Watergate prosecutor William H 
Merrill informed him of an aborted 
plot by the “plumbers” to have 12 
Cuban-Americans who had previ-
ously worked for the CIA to “totally 
incapacitate” Ellsberg as he appeared 
at a public rally.

Since the end of the Vietnam War, 
Ellsberg has continued his political 
activism, giving lecture tours and 
speaking out about current events. 
During the run-up to the 2003 inva-
sion of Iraq he warned of a possible 
“Tonkin Gulf scenario” that could 
be used to justify going to war and 

called on government “insiders” to go 
public with information to counter the 
Bush administration’s pro-war propa-
ganda campaign. He is a member of 
Campaign for Peace and Democracy.

Ellsberg was arrested, in 
November 2005, for violating a 
county ordinance for trespassing while 
protesting against George W Bush’s 
conduct of the Iraq War.

On June 17, 2010, Ellsberg was 
interviewed by Amy Goodman and 
Juan Gonzalez on the Democracy 
Now! program regarding the paral-
lels between his actions in releasing 
the Pentagon Papers and those of Pfc 
Bradley Manning, who was arrested 

by the US Military in Kuwait after 
allegedly providing to the WikiLeaks 
web site a classifi ed video showing 
US military helicopter gunships straf-
ing and killing Iraqi civilians, includ-
ing two Reuters journalists. Manning 
reportedly claims to have provided 
WikiLeaks with secret videos of 
additional massacres of civilians in 
Afghanistan, as well as 260,000 
classifi ed State Department cables. 
Ellsberg has said that he fears for 
Manning and for Julian Assange, as 
he feared for himself after the initial 
publication of the Pentagon Papers. 
With good reason, if you ask me. 

Rob Gowland
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Lillian Rosengarten

Gaza life exists in a cage, an open air prison 
that has been kept mostly isolated from the 
world. Its citrus trees have been uprooted. 
Flowers are no longer exported. Nor are 
vegetables, fruit or olives, formerly a thriv-
ing export business.

Since 2000, the Israeli army has destroyed 
114,000 olive trees. Many were destroyed during 
the 2008-9 war, much of it uprooted from white 
phosphorous and other chemicals. Farming is 
now diffi cult and in some areas impossible. 
Much of Gaza looks like a war zone, bullets 
holes visible on the sides of buildings. Gaza is 
without proper sewage pumps, bombed as they 
are rebuilt. Mediterranean waters are infested 
with raw sewage, while a seven kilometre 
limit, closely watched by the Israeli navy, col-
lectively destroys a once fl ourishing fi shing 
industry, the waters now stagnant from sewage 
and overfi shing.

It is the grimmest of war stories, unim-
aginable horror where tunnels, kilometres of 
mazes function to alleviate the suffering as 
goods are brought in from Egypt. The tunnels 
are dangerous for they are regularly bombed by 
rockets and missiles. Many of the young brave 
men who work in the tunnels to bring needed 
goods to Gaza take a daily chance on their lives.

Articles to sustain life come through the 
tunnels. Diesel oil and gasoline are pumped 
through the tunnels at one third the prices the 
Israelis charge. In addition, building materials, 
cement, medicines, bandages, fi rst aid, even cars 
and washing machines fi nd their way into Gaza. 
Articles sent through Ashdot, Israel, often must 
wait months before they are inspected and often 
never arrive in Gaza.

Electricity remains scarce and back-up 
generators used in hospitals can turn on 12 
times a day. They consistently break down 
often during surgery. Repair of generators and 
equipment in general is a diffi cult problem 
since replacements take months to arrive from 
countries that have donated the generators. The 
same is true of new imaging equipment that 
stands idle when often the smallest repair is 
needed. Once something breaks down, one must 
wait often more than a year for replacements 
which come from participating NGO countries 
who support the Palestinians. Sadly (as far as 
I can learn) the US no longer contributes and 
congress recently defeated the use of funds 
for NGO agricultural development. This is a 
tragedy for the Palestinians in Gaza who feeds 
its own population.

Many who are ill are unable to receive 

advanced treatments. 40 percent of medica-
tions for necessary treatment are not available. 
Chemotherapy drugs do not exist for they are 
too expensive. Also missing are gloves, needles 
sutures, antibiotics and frequently the most basic 
necessities. Some wheelchairs are donated from 
participating countries. They are in working 
condition for the many young people who have 
had limbs blown off. I was told a wheelchair 
sent by Israel was not usable as many parts were 
missing. How can this be? Hospitals are bombed 
and rebuilt. Without the tunnels, there would 
be a total paralysis in rebuilding construction.

Only the sickest who need advanced treat-
ments, the most vulnerable patients, have been 
sent to Israeli hospitals. The trip is long and 
arduous with many checkpoints. Some cannot 
survive. Children must go unaccompanied for 
parents are not given permission to accompany 
and comfort. Now patients are more readily 
sent via Rafah to Cairo for treatment, also 
an arduous undertaking but preferable since 
border restrictions create more of a possibility 
to arrive at an Egyptian hospital for treatment. 
It remains however still diffi cult and lengthy. 
I have seen the crowds wait for hours at the 
border to have their passports and documents 
approved, a tedious procedure even for those 
who are physically well.

Al-Shifa Hospital (translates as “Healing” in 

Arabic) is the largest and main referral hospital 
in the Gaza Strip. It has 700 beds and sees 1,200 
patients a day. The effect of the Israeli siege on 
health has been nothing less than devastating. 
I am exceedingly impressed with the commit-
ment of the hospital staff, workers who care for 
the sick and wounded with limited equipment. 
Palestinian men and women work side by side.

I am impressed by the beauty of the 
Palestinians and their drive towards dignity and 
freedom. I am impressed by the parents of their 
sick children who tend them with love and much 
tragedy etched on their faces. So much of what 
I saw and heard in Gaza has left a deep black 
hole in my consciousness for I am aware that the 
crimes committed by the Zionists of Israel and 
completely complicit with the US are one of the 
greatest crimes against a population that fails to 
be seen as human beings. Instead Palestinians 
are demonised, dehumanised in an attempt to 
obliterate their history, their dignity and their 
right to exist in safety and peace.

I will continue to write about the land of 
sad oranges, the land where citrus plants have 
been pulled out of the earth and trees have been 
exported to Israel for their profi t.

Everything is for profi t and greed while 
human beings cease to be human. I wish to 
tell you about the depleted uranium and white 
phosphorus found after the war, three weeks of 

endless bombings night and day. I have seen 
teachers in the “Save Our Children” project 
work with two eight year old boys who to this 
day are not able to speak after operation Cast 
Lead.

Still to this day one fi nds the continued 
use of chemicals in the soil and in the bodies 
of the children who are born prematurely with 
cancer and disfi gurement. An additional 33 
toxic chemicals that change with each round of 
bombings have been isolated. In case you do 
not know this, over 55 percent of the popula-
tion of Gaza are under 18. I shudder to think 
of what the continuous brutalisation of this 
young generation will lead to in the coming 
years. Still, the Palestinians with the help of 
the NGO’s are trying to preserve the well being 
of the Palestinian children who are crowded 
in refugee camps and have the most beautiful 
faces. There must be hope as the children come 
up to me with peace signs and we chant “Viva 
Palestina” together.

My work has just begun. I too must hang 
on to hope. The world must listen and resist.
The Palestine Chronicle
Lillian Rosengarten, a refugee from Nazi 
Germany is a Buddhist practitioner, poet, 
writer and a pacifist. Contact her at: 
truthpoem@gmail.com 

I wish to tell you about Gaza
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