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Bosses out to wreck Qantas:
Public ownership now!
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Bob Briton

Australians witnessed a most extraordinary
act of provocation and vandalism over the
weekend. All domestic and international
flights from the once iconic national carrier
were grounded as Qantas management
locked out its workforce. Around 70,000
passengers in Australia and around the
world were left stranded as the airline
demonstrated its resolve to attack pay and
conditions for its workers and to press ahead
with plans to slash 1,000 jobs and shift
the focus of operations to low-wage Asian
centres. The truth about who is holding
the community to ransom and who is out
to wreck Qantas is now plain for all to see.
Anger in the community is palpable.

The company had chosen its moment
well for maximum disruption and the greatest
political leverage. Hundreds of international
business leaders and government heavyweights
were in Perth for the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting. Many Australians would
have been making their way to Melbourne for
the running of the Melbourne Cup. It has been
estimated that each day of shutdown costs the
national economy $250 million. That is part
of the price Qantas management is happy to
extract from the community in order to get a
low-wage, “flexible” workforce. On the way
through, it has been trashing the once widely
respected Qantas brand.

On Sunday, Fair Work Australia (FWA)
ordered the company to lift the blockade on
its staff and unions in dispute with Qantas to
suspend industrial action for three weeks. Parties
are directed to meet to resolve their disputes
within that timeframe or face compulsory
arbitration before FWA.

The “get back to the negotiating table”

detention policy
under attack
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directive relates pointedly to Qantas manage-
ment, which has stonewalled during negotiations
with the Transport Workers Union (TWU) and
the Australian Licensed Aircraft Engineers
Association (ALAEA) and even cancelled
meetings with the Australian and International
Pilots Association (AIPA) set down for October
28 and 31 and November 1.

The FWA order halts a restrained campaign
of protected action by the TWU, the ALAEA
and the AIPA for very modest demands. There
has been a total of six hours of stoppages by
TWU members, which would not have caused
great inconvenience to the travelling public had
Qantas management not pursued the tactic of
shutting the airline down for hours after each
action. The pilots’ protest was restricted to wear-
ing red ties and making positive announcements
about keeping Qantas as a quality airline based
in Australia. The sentiment was well received
by passengers.

“For Qantas management to respond to
these reasonable and non-disruptive actions in
this way is more than a gross over-reaction,”
AIPA president Barry Jackson said. “It is a sign
that the current management has lost touch with
the travelling public, its workers and the basic
Australian ethos of free speech.”

Other fish to fry

Qantas management views the airline as
a means to squeeze maximum profits from
workers and passengers. Its board of directors
is top heavy with former and current leading
lights from mining transnationals with long
anti-union records. It simply doesn’t get the
Australian community’s respect for the once
publicly owned enterprise. When that pride was
betrayed with the privatisation of the airline
between 1992 and 1996, a legislative nod was
made to it with the Qantas Sale Act 1992. That
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Act obliges the company to remain in majority
Auwustralian ownership, be based in Australia, pay
wages and provide conditions at the Australian
standard and to meet the service obligations it
took over from Australian Airlines.

The private owners of Qantas see those com-
mitments as a millstone and want out of them.
They have been moving aircraft maintenance
overseas (with very negative consequences) and
using its wholly owned budget airline, Jetstar,
to compete with its own full service carrier.
The objective is to put a handbrake on pay and
conditions at Qantas. Jetstar has engaged body
hire cabin crew from Tour East Thailand earn-
ing a base pay of $285 a month to drive down
standards in the industry. Management would
be happy to replace Qantas’ domestic services
with Jetstar ones and to switch the bulk of its
international service to new joint venture com-
panies based in Asia.

In their war on organised engineers and
baggage handlers, Qantas management has
been prepared to lose $15 million a week off
the healthy bottom line built up by its workers.
It was ready to deploy unqualified gangs of
strike-breakers to take over the work of skilled
employees. It fanned the flames of confronta-
tion and left would-be travellers nervous about
booking flights on the Flying Kangaroo. Ticket
prices have plummeted.

In spite of the apparent bad news, CEO Alan
Joyce got endorsement for his latest $5 million
salary package at the company’s Annual General
Meeting last week. That’s because, while the
situation looks disastrous for observers with
Awustralia’s economic interests at heart, Joyce is
doing an outstanding job of positioning Qantas
(or whatever it might be called in future) in
the global airline industry’s race to the bottom
for pay and conditions. Those plans must be
stopped.
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Public ownership and
regulation

The spectacle of no-holds-barred class war
by the owners of capital has disgusted many
in Australia. People realise something has to
be done about the cowboy management style
at Qantas. The question of putting the airline
back in public ownership is being talked about
as never before. It’s a question complicated by
section 51(xxi) of the Australian Constitution,
which precludes compulsory acquisition by the
Commonwealth.

Nevertheless, the sentiment has widespread
support in the community. Tony Webber, a
former chief economist for Qantas, agrees
that majority government owned airlines like
Emirates, Singapore Airlines and Air New
Zealand try harder in the national interest and
that Qantas International, at least, ought to be
brought back under public ownership. A way
must be found to meet the people’s wishes and
interests.

A publicly owned Qantas meeting its
obligations to workers and the community
would not be viable for long in the cutthroat,
deregulated market imposed by successive
federal governments. This shaky framework has
allowed the entry of cheapskate competitors like
Tiger, which was grounded recently for safety
breaches, and Virgin which leads the pack with
its anti-union practices, low wages and poor
conditions for staff.

The immediate task for the labour move-
ment and the broader community is to support
the workers involved in this battle with Qantas.
Unity will be key in the campaign to stop Qantas
management destroying a legacy built by public
enterprise and a committed workforce. &
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Class war

It’s full-on class war. Qantas is determined to deunionise its
workforce and slash labour costs. The airline’s sudden and arbi-
trary grounding of all flights was nothing short of a premeditated
act of bastardry against its workforce and the travelling public.
The company’s actions and the struggle of its workforce to defend
their jobs, wages and working conditions has brought to a head
an insidious process that has been under way for decades.

The “globalisation” or equalisation of wages and working
conditions in the name of competition is a race to the bottom. The
cost of labour is not too high in Australia. Working conditions
are not unaffordable. Qantas workers insisting on their rights
are not pricing themselves out of jobs. It is the constant drive
by the private sector to boost profits that is behind the attack on
Qantas workers and other workers across the globe.

For decades, the private sector has been exporting jobs off-
shore, raking in ever larger profits through the super-exploitation
of lower paid labour on unregulated and non-unionised labour
markets. The manufacturing sector in Australia was hit hard
by trade liberalisation when tariffs and quotas were lifted. In
more recent times, technological developments have seen offshor-
ing extended to jobs that no one a few decades ago would have
imagined could be exported.

Qantas has offloaded a large proportion of its potential
domestic and international operations to Jetstar. As reported
previously in The Guardian, foreign crew employed by it sub-
sidiary Jetstar have been working shifts as long as 20 hours on
a base monthly wage of $258.

The media, Murdoch’s Australian newspaper in particular,
have backed Qantas and other corporations in their offensive
against Australian workers and trade unions. Repeatedly, they
accuse the trade union movement of “intransigence”, of threaten-
ing to wreck productivity and costing workers their jobs. David
Greig’s “Qantas unions in a time warp” (The Australian, 26-10-
2011) was a classic piece of employer propaganda, trotting out
the all too familiar myths about competition, deregulation, higher
productivity (read profits) and flexibility benefiting workers.

“The only way to secure aviation jobs in Australia is to make
it uneconomic to send them abroad,” Greig claims. How do you
do that? One method is to pay them “third world” rates on a
non-union deregulated labour market where there are no limits
to the hours worked or protection of conditions. Get rid of those
“generous work roster and restrictive maintenance work prac-
tices” — that’s the way to go according to Greig.

“The unions need to change tack and work hard with manage-
ment to find ways of increasing flexibility and producing more
per employee,” Greig says. What, fewer pilots in the cockpit?
Passengers load their own luggage? Qantas already has passen-
gers weighing and checking in their own luggage. Cut back on
maintenance checks by aircraft engineers — wait until something
goes wrong?

Greig’s advice means one thing. The same thing that Qantas,
the banks, the manufacturers and other corporations are after:
lower wages, longer hours, slave-like working conditions and
short cuts with safety. If the unions and workers won’t cop it in
Australia then go offshore or bring in guest workers.

There is another option, one that Qantas and the likes of
Greig are not prepared to consider. It involves public owner-
ship and control of Qantas and re-regulation of the industry.
Australia’s national carrier should be in public hands, its work-
force guaranteed a decent income that recognises their skills and
experience with good working conditions and safety a priority. All
airlines flying in Australia should be obliged to meet minimum
standards as negotiated with the relevant trade unions in an
industry agreement.

That would soon secure the rights and jobs of Qantas staff.
Qantas and Jetstar employees deserve the full support of all
Australian workers and the wider community. It is crunch time.
Time to take the employers and government on.

PRESS FUND

On Sunday Prime Minister Julia Gillard declared her government
was intent on ending industrial action by Qantas workers. However,
she failed to mention the outrageous action of Qantas boss Alan
Joyce, in grounding the airline throughout the world, immediately
after persuading shareholders to give him a $2 million p.a. pay
increase. Our requests regarding contributions to the Press Fund
are much more modest than Joyce’s avaricious demands. All we
ask is that you send us in something for the next edition, to help
us continue to report on and analyse this and other stories. Many
thanks to this week’s contributors for their generous support, as
follows:

Anonymous $20, Stephen Bullock $20, Marina Borg $100, Ben
Carslake $50, L and P Davies $12, E Durstan $10, Ted Forbes $12,
Peter Goers $12, Don Humphries $32, Theo Markou $50, “Round
Figure” $12

This week’s total: $330 Progressive total: $13,520

We must deliver
for older p

Australia’s national homelessness
peak body urges all political par-
ties to ensure that older Australians
are afforded the dignity that a safe
place to call home provides in the
final years of their lives.

Homelessness Australia’s rep-
resentative for older people Lynne
Evans said almost 20,000 Australians
aged 55 and over experience home-
lessness on any given night and
tens of thousands more are at risk
of homelessness, living in marginal
accommodation in insecure tenancies,
boarding houses or caravan parks
across Australia.

“These figures show that home-
lessness amongst older Australians
is a significant problem that govern-
ments need to carefully monitor,”
said Homelessness Australia’s Chief
Executive Officer, Nicole Lawder.

Homelessness Australia notes that
while the Productivity Commission
Inquiry into the future care needs of
older Australians acknowledged that
some older Australians do not own
their own family home that can be
sold to finance a co-contribution fund,
there have been no announcements
from the government about increas-
ing aged care places for older people
with limited means. This means that
some older Australians are at risk
of becoming homeless for the first
time in the latter part of their life.
Preventing homelessness for these
senior Australians is an important
priority.

“Many older people don’t have a
family home to sell in order to fund
a co-contribution entry bond for an
aged care facility. We urgently need
an expansion of community aged care
places and the Assistance with Care
and Housing for the Aged program to
enable Australians who are homeless
or in social housing to access aged
care beds when they need them,” Ms
Lawder said.

She said older Australians who
are not home owners or able to afford
home-purchase must be supported to
access affordable rental accommoda-
tion that meets their needs and is well
located close to transport and health
and community services. The peak
body noted that it was also important
to provide access to more affordable

housing options and independent
living units for older people who can
and wish to remain in their own home,
and do not need or want to enter the
aged care system.

Homelessness and
older people: Statistics

» The 2006 Census count tells us
that about 64 percent of homeless
older Australians are men, and 36
percent are women.

* People in this age group are
over-represented among people
living in boarding houses, and
as marginal residents of caravan
parks. A quarter of the people
staying in boarding houses
are over 55 and 42 percent of
marginal residents of caravan
parks are in this age bracket.

 People who are homeless for long
periods of time often suffer from
premature ageing, caused by the
hardship of living rough. While
they may be relatively young,
they share a health and care needs
profile with much older people.
Long term periods of rough
sleeping result in premature
death, often due to chronic
illness.

Causes of
homelessness

» Homelessness for this population
is caused by a lack of affordable
housing, including a shortage
of public housing. The loss of
private boarding houses in cities
and caravans on Australia’s
east coast has compounded the
problem in recent years.

* For others in this age group,
homelessness may be chronic and
entrenched; many have cycled
in and out of homelessness for
decades.

 Asingle person on the full social
security pension plus full rent
assistance will receive around
$385.50 per week, just over a
conservatively estimated poverty
line of $345 per week.

 The death of a spouse can mean
that people’s income halves, and
they may no longer be able to

eople

afford to pay their rent, which can
lead to eviction.

Older women escaping domestic
violence are particularly
vulnerable to homelessness, as
they may have a small amount
of money which precludes them
from public housing but not
enough to purchase or rent a
home.

Recent research has found there
are a growing number of women
aged 45 and over who are finding
that they are experiencing
homelessness later in life, largely
for financial reasons. Many of
these women have been forced
out of the workforce early

with insufficient savings and
superannuation, others have
separated from life partners
with insufficient means to meet
housing costs and others have
become homeless after the death
of a spouse.

This situation is compounded

by the lack of appropriate care
for older people, particularly
those with complex needs or
who are exhibiting challenging
behaviours.

What needs to
happen?

* Scale-up of innovative models
that provide long-term aged care
and housing services for people
with histories of homelessness
and marginal housing.

The aged pension must be
increased to a level that ensures
people receiving this payment do
not fall into poverty.

There needs to be an increase in
the number of community aged
care packages that are available
to people from disadvantaged
backgrounds or who have limited
means.

\We need to see more mainstream
aged care providers getting
involved in the provision of
aged care places for people who
have experienced or who are
experiencing homelessness.

The Assistance with Care and
Housing for the Aged Program
needs to be expanded. &



The Guardian
November 2 2011

Australia 3

Mandatory detention policy

under attack

Peter Mac

Since the federal government
announced that all applications for
asylum would now be processed
on shore, attention has shifted to
the issue of mandatory detention.
Last week’s ABC Four Corners
program revealed evidence of the
terrible psychological damage
done to asylum seekers who have
been detained for long periods as
a result of this policy.

Mandatory detention has resulted
in a continuing series of incidents of
self-harm, suicides and attempted
suicides by detainees. In the last two
years there have been six suicides
by asylum seekers, four within the
Villawood centre.

Last Friday a young Sri Lankan
man, Jayasaker Jayrathana, committed
suicide within Sydney’s Villawood
detention centre. He had been there
for two years, and his latest applica-
tion for asylum had just been refused.

According to clinical psycholo-
gist Dr Guy Coffey, among the 2,500
people held in the Darwin, Curtin and
Christmas Island centres there were
248 acts of self-harm and 520 expres-
sions of intent to commit self-harm in
the three months prior to September
30 this year.

These figures are far higher than
those relating to asylum seekers who
have been resettled in the community
or accepted as resettled refugees. The
rate of mental deterioration is also
proportionate to the length of time in
detention. According to Department
of Immigration statistics, only three
percent of detainees held for up to
three months experienced a new
mental health problem, but for those
detained for more than two years the
figure was 44.6 percent.

Dr Coffey stated:

“What immigration detention
does is disrupt what refugees have
done for millenniums — find a place
of safety and pour their energies
into creating a new life. Detention
defeats this ambition and throws
detained asylum seekers back upon
themselves.

“The forced inactivity deprives
them of the means to deal with their

recent history, and they become prey
to anxiety — about past trauma, about
the progress of their protection appli-
cations, about their family’s safety.

“For those with experiences of
political imprisonment, detention
directly recalls that experience,
causing a constant sense of threat.
The legally nice distinction between
administrative detention and punitive
incarceration is lost on them and many
feel criminalised.”

A cruel, counter-
productive policy

Some asylum seekers will be per-
manently unemployable and depend-
ent on welfare support, because of
long detention under the mandatory
detention policy.

The policy is now under wide-
spread and sustained criticism from
groups that include the Australian
Council of Social Services, the
Australian Medical Association,
St Vincent de Paul, the Australian
Council of Trade Unions, and from
various business leaders.

Several weeks ago Andrew
Metcalfe, head of the Department of
Immigration, bluntly told a Senate
hearing that: “Detaining people for
years has not deterred anyone from
coming.”

Public servants are required to
speak their minds at parliamentary
hearings, even if this means criti-
cising the government. Metcalfe’s
testimony may have prompted the
former Ombudsman Allan Asher to
organise his own appearance at the
Senate estimates hearing in order to
criticise mandatory detention, a tactic
which cost him his job.

The government cannot claim
that suicides and self-harm are a new
phenomenon. They have been evident
ever since detainees began to be held
for long periods under the policy.

In December 2009 the govern-
ment’s Detention Health Advisory
Group (DHAG) predicted a high
probability of suicides, after the death
of three detainees at the Villawood
centre. Criticising inadequacies in
the care of detainees, it stated: “The
three recent suicides in Villawood
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have unfortunately affirmed our fears,
and they may have been preventable
with appropriate implementation (of
recommendations).”

Both the Prime Minister Julia
Gillard and the opposition leader
Tony Abbott have described the death
of Jayasaker Jayrathana as tragic.
However, they hold the primary
responsibility for his death, because
they rigidly support the policy. A
report which highlighted his deten-
tion for two years, and which would
normally have called for an instant
review of his case, arrived on Allan
Asher’s desk on the day of his res-
ignation, and so was not dealt with
until too late.

Jayrathana had been accepted as
a genuine refugee, but remained in
detention because of an inconclu-
sive report by ASIO that his release
into community care “was not
appropriate.”

Was this because he was a Tamil,
like others detained indefinitely at
Villawood, and might therefore have
been a member of the rebel Tamil
Tigers? Who knows? What is abso-
lutely clear is that a popular and help-
ful young detainee who might have
become a valued Australian citizen
was held indefinitely, and finally in
despair took his own life.

Pete’s Corner
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Under the mandatory detention
policy asylum seekers who arrive
by boat must be detained until ASIO
gives them a security clearance, even
though there is no evidence that they
pose a greater security risk than those
who arrive by plane, and who are not
subject to the same requirement.

Australian Human Rights
Commissioner Catherine Branson has
stated that all asylum seekers, includ-
ing those awaiting ASIO clearances
or subject to adverse ASIO findings,
should be released on bridging visas.

Immigration policy’s
evil twins

The key to dealing with mental
breakdown, self-harm and suicide
among asylum seekers is to dump
the mandatory detention policy and
treat asylum seekers who arrive by
boat the same as those who arrive
by air.

Meanwhile, the off-shore

SHAME
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NO OFFSHORE PROCESSING
M

FREE THE
REFUGEES

END MANDATORY DETENTION
REFUGEES ARE WELCOME

processing policy is still a threat. At
last week’s CHOGM meeting Julia
Gillard reassured the Malaysian
Prime Minster she was still intent
on implementing the proposal under
which asylum seekers who arrive
in Australian waters by boat would
be forcibly transported to indefinite
detention in Malaysia.

The government and opposition
support off-shore processing, and only
differ on destinations. Opposition
leader Tony Abbott blames Gillard for
the “loss” of the off-shore processing
option, and continues to demand the
reopening of the reviled Naura deten-
tion centre.

Strong campaigning may con-
vince the government to abandon
mandatory detention. However,
it seems more likely that a deci-
sive change to the evil policies of
mandatory detention and off-shore
processing will require the election
of a left-progressive alliance that can
govern in its own right. &
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12 PM SUN 4 DEC
SYDNEY TOWN HALL

MARCH TO ALP CONFERENCE @ DARLING HARBOUR
Contact Diane 0413 003 148 or Dianne 0447 905 092
For more information, go to www.refugeeaction.org.au or www.chillout.org.au

* ! Rally for refugees at the Labor National Conference
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Successful
Perth rally
and march
on CHOGM

Richard Titelius

Some weeks ago when the CHOGM
Action Network (CAN) was liaising
with the police over how much
space they should have for the rally
and march, the police suggested to
the liaison group from CAN that
as they would garner no more
than 200 protestors they should
just have one half small section of
Forrest Place.

However, on October 28, it
was the organisers of the rally who
prevailed in seeking the full use of
Forrest Place and the people of Perth
embraced the protest in numbers
exceeding 1,500. This, despite the
bullying from the City of Perth, the
over-the-top security presence in the
Perth CBD (daily helicopter flyovers,
F-18 jets, CHOGM security notices
on almost every corner and an unprec-
edented presence by the police) and
the attempt to marginalise the rally
by some sectors of the community
and media.

The day’s proceedings started at
City Farm where the “Walk Away
From Uranium” protestors. Some
had begun their walk in Wiluna 1,200
kilometres away on August 22, near
the site of Western Australia’s first
uranium mine at Lake Way by Toro
Energy. The 200 colourful and com-
mitted protestors arrived at Forrest
Place where over 1,000 people had
gathered to protest a number of issues
which confronted the peoples across
the range of Commonwealth coun-
tries represented by CHOGM. The
government repesentatives were not
representative of the masses of these
countries.

The Convenor of the Protest on
CHOGM, Alex Bainbridge, addressed
the rally by reminding people of
the origins of the Commonwealth
which should more aptly be called
the “Stolen Wealth”. It dates back to
the founding of the British Empire
in 1870 and the organised colonisa-
tion and plunder of the undeveloped

regions of the world for the benefit
of the colonisers.

Bainbridge observed that the
facade of the bonhomie being pro-
moted by the gathering could not
hide that the centrepiece of planned
Commonwealth reforms, the appoint-
ment of a human rights commissioner,
had stalled and by the conclusion of
CHOGM, had been killed off.

Kado Muir was one of the Walk
Against Uranium contingent. Muir
also represented the Ngalia Aboriginal
People of Wiluna who see uranium as
death or “Wanti” in their language.
They believe it should be left in the
ground where it would do the least
damage. As there is no port in WA
which is licensed to receive uranium,
it would be trucked to South Australia
exposing people in Kalgoorlie and
other communities along the way
to the risks of radioactive spillages.

The next speaker was Anne
Poelina, an Aboriginal woman from
the Fitzroy River region of the
Kimberleys who represented the
people protesting against the gas
processing hub. The hub is being
forced on the people of the Kimberley
which they see as representing “the
new colonisation by the corporates
[which is] being used to destroy the
land, water and resources which we
need to survive into the future.”

Poelina continued, “It was up to
people power now to look after food
and job security as the global financial
crisis has demonstrated we can not
rely on money to provide for a decent
existence for all”. The Earth needed to
be in harmony and have balance, She
urged protestors to view the landmark
Indigenous people’s response to the
challenges of climate change, “The
Redstone Statement” of the Native
Americans of Oklahoma, USA.

Earlier this year there were pro-
tests in Malaysia about the need for
electoral reform which their Prime
Minister promised in September to
expedite. This included barriers to
free speech such as loosening controls

on the media and peaceful assembly.
However, an indication of the genu-
ineness of such announcements was
the presence of a very large contingent
of yellow-dressed protestors from
Malaysia led by Dr Wong Chin Huat
of the Coalition of Free and Fair
Elections who said he had come to
CHOGM in Perth to speak as he
could not speak up at home. Many
more Malays would have liked to
have come but feared reprisals and
repercussions.

A speaker from the Australian
Tamil community addressed the rally
about the slaughter by Sri Lankan
government forces of Tamils during
the final weeks of the war against the
Tamil Tigers in 20009.

The next speaker needed little
introduction, the former Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament and Greens
Senator Jo Vallentine who spoke
against Australia’s role in the 10-year-
long war in Afghanistan and reminded
us that most people killed in war are
women and children, that war is use-
less and wasteful of the environment,
people’s lives and money.

It would be better she said if
we started to use our resources and
spend more money addressing climate
change and generating renewable
energy.

We, the people, needed to lead
and the politicians needed to listen
or stand aside.

The masses then gathered and
marched along a route within the

All welcome.

Celebrate the
October Revolution
with us!

Invitation to all CPA members and friends to join with the
members of Sydney Central Branch of the Communist
Party of Australia in celebrating the Anniversary of the

Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917.

BBQ Lamb Spit Roast

1:00pmonwards -
33 Levey St, Chippendale

($10 concession for pensioners, children and unemployed).

Enquiries phone Tom 02 9699 8844 or Natasha 02 9699 9617.

Sydney

Saturday November 5

Donation $20

- Refreshments available.

CBD where they witnessed one of
the most formidable displays of police
security, the likes of which Perth had
not seen before. The march came to
a stop outside the Wesley Church at
the Hay Street Mall where speakers
from the Lesbian and Gay movement,
refugee rights, homeless people and
Aboriginal rights addressed the rally
using the Human Microphone method
to amplify the message outwards from
the centre of the gathering to the other
protestors and public who had come
to the city for CHOGM.

The protestors later returned to
Forrest Place where over 150 people
began the Occupy Perth protest and
were able to continue into the night
and the next day.

The following day the West
Australian newspaper reported only
how peaceful and well behaved the
protest was while completely ignoring
the important messages of democracy
and human rights which emanated
from the protest.

However, the world is changing
at a rapid rate and the people will no
longer tolerate the order of capitalism
of which CHOGM is a part, with
its orientation of the exploitation of
labour and the environment. A bet-
ter world is possible where people
organise as a collective work for the
betterment of all. &

“No money,
Nno choices™

South Australians surveyed by
the SA Council of Social Service
(SACOSS) have told of their
experiences and perceptions of
poverty in the state. The survey
was released last week by SACOSS
as part of its 2011 Anti-Poverty
Statement to mark Anti-Poverty
Week, which aims to strengthen
public understanding of the causes
and consequences of poverty.

Results from across metropoli-
tan Adelaide, and regionally from
Waikerie to Port Lincoln, reveal
that those experiencing poverty see
it as the inability to meet the basic
needs to support oneself or fam-
ily: access to healthy food, shelter,
clothing, health, education, and
employment.

Other common responses refer
to social exclusion and the inability
to participate fully in the commu-
nity, living below socially accept-
able standards, or being reliant on
welfare and charity. One survey
respondent from Gawler said that
poverty means “No money, no
choices, no social life, no opportu-
nities, constant worry, ill health.”

SACOSS Executive Director
Ross Womersley said, “For so
many people, poverty is the ongo-
ing and daily struggle to just get
through everyday life. At last count

about 200,000 South Australians, or
12.3 percent, were living in poverty
— that is more than one out of every
ten people in this state.”

“Large price rises for electricity,
gas and water are combining with
increases in the cost of housing to
make a decent standard of living
simply unaffordable for many low
income South Australians. These
critical bills are skyrocketing in
comparison to income and to gov-
ernment support payments. Just
these examples give a clear illustra-
tion: while general CPI has risen by
3.9% in the last year, electricity has
risen by 16.8% and fruit and veg-
etables by 38.1%.”

Womersley said, “The survey
has also revealed that while many
people know poverty is an issue in
our state, they sometimes under-
estimate what it takes to live with
even just the basics. A couple with
two children living on around $750
a week is living on or below the
poverty line. Yet around three quar-
ters of the South Australians we
surveyed radically underestimated
that figure.”

“Clearly there is some work to
do around how South Australians
perceive poverty in their own
state.” &
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CHOGM
The corporate agenda

Anna Pha

In the lead-up to the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in Perth
from October 28-30, the usual
questions about the relevance of
the Commonwealth were raised.
While the British empire is long
since dispersed, it still has its uses,
as witnessed in Perth. Most of its
members are smaller, poor nations,
still struggling to overcome the
legacy of British colonialism. Perth
was in lock-down, a security over-
kill that attempted to marginalise
and discourage protest actions
(See page 4).

Fifty-three members of CHOGM
took part; the only absentee was
Fiji, banished until the restoration of
“democracy”. The final Communiqué
was noteworthy for the general nature
of its content. It covered a range of
issues including cooperation on cli-
mate change, global food security,
resource management, education,
health care (AIDS, polio, malaria,
etc), youth, gender equality, migra-
tion, economic development, the Doha
WTO negotiations and the need to
avoid “protectionism”.

The meeting failed to adopt pro-
posals to create a Commonwealth
Commissioner to monitor democracy,
the rule of law and human rights in
member nations and to intervene
when these occur or look likely to
occur. This was one of a number of
recommendations from a panel of
Eminent Persons Group which were
not adopted, but were left open for
further discussion. It was a disappoint-

corporations investment opportunities
in Africa. Twenty African nations
took part.

“The forum is the latest example
of business’s concerted effort to shape
public policy on the global stage...”
was how one article in The Australian
summed it up (“Rudd pushes African
mining”, 24-10-2011).

Rudd discovers Africa

“But when we find that, today, six
of the 10 fastest growing economies in
the world are from Africa, it’s worth
taking a much closer look,” Foreign
Minister Kevin Rudd notes in an op
ed piece in The Australian newspaper
(24-10-2011).

“Rewind 20 years, and the
involvement of Australian resource
companies in Africa was almost non-
existent.” Today, “about 40 percent
of all Australian overseas mining
projects are in Africa.

“At least 230 Australian compa-
nies are active in the resource sector
on the African continent. Their total
investment is estimated at a whop-
ping $24 billion... Intierra Resource
Intelligence estimates that the capital
expenditure for new projects in the
pipeline is about $23 billion.”

That was the main agenda: open-
ing up Africa to Australia’s mining
corporations and attracting mining
investment in Australia. The finance
sector was also in attendance as min-
ing investment requires capital.

Rudd goes on to promote the
virtues of Australian business!
“Australians’ instinctive egalitari-
anism and sense of a fair go works
well in Africa. In a continent where

Rio Tinto CEO delivered a strong
warning to African governments not to
demand ownership stakes in mining
projects in their own countries.

ment for the Australian government
who lobbied hard for the enforcement
of “Commonwealth values”.

The Communiqué did, impor-
tantly, contain a clause asserting the
sovereign rights of nations, which
“recognised the need to preserve the
policy space of countries to frame
their own national strategies to pri-
oritise according to their national
circumstances.”

There was a Commonwealth
People’s Forum in which non-gov-
ernment organisations, Indigenous
and other groups came up with
recommendations on issues such as
the environment, Indigenous rights,
women’s equality, health, etc.

Economic
re-colonisation

The most important part
of the week was the three-day
Commonwealth Business Forum
(with 1,600 delegates) that preceded
CHOGM and the networking between
business groups and their lobbying of
governments.

The Australian government
poured millions of dollars into the
venture, using it to encourage foreign
investment in Australia’s mining
sector and to secure for the likes of
Rio Tinto, BHP, Fortescue Metals,
Woodside, mining magnate Gina
Reinhart and other Australian mining

the colonial experience still rankles,
Australians’ fundamental values are
a comparative advantage.”

Economic
recolonisation

“Through decades of experience,
Awustralian companies have developed
high standards for labour relations,
community development and envi-
ronmental management. Africans are
seeing that, in the mining sector, short
cuts don’t work. The Australian way
of doing things is different to others,
and more likely to be effective in the
long term.”

Continuing to speak with the
same racist, paternalistic undertones,
Rudd spoke in terms of Australian
mining corporations bringing “long-
term benefits to the people of Africa”!
Like decades of colonisation did?

Rudd presented the Africa
Foreign Ministers” Mining Breakfast
(27-10-2011) with the example of
Australia’s development as a model
for them to follow: “The Australian
economic development story is very
much a story of the Australian min-
ing industry.”

“We did so on the back of huge
levels of foreign investment, and there
continues to be huge levels of foreign
investment in the Australian mining
industry, which we welcome... And
the secret to this country’s economic

success in large part has been we
have maintained an open investment
environment in the mining industry,
and broadly across the economy,...

“... the mining industry can
perform the same pillar of economic
development for your countries, as it
has for ours.”

Rudd announced increases in
overseas development aid to Africa
in the form of scholarships to study
mining and mining governance regu-
lation, and for research on how to gain
support of local communities, ensure
environmental restoration occurs, and
ensure “labour standards are those
which are acceptable to the countries
and the governments in question.”
[Emphasis added]

He winds up by explaining why
the government is offering this aid
to Africa: “we in this country have
a deep affection for the continent
of Africa ... Because it will help lift
your continent from poverty ...” No
mention of the massive corporate
profits that BHP, Rio Tinto et al stand
to make.

Just in case anyone got the idea
that it was really about lifting people
out of poverty or sharing the wealth
extracted by cheap African labour, Rio
Tinto CEO Tom Albanese delivered
a strong warning to African govern-
ments not to demand ownership
stakes in mining projects in their own
countries.

“Direct ownership in a project
can sometimes be quite appealing,
particularly from a political or popu-
list perspective,” Albanese said. Rio
Tinto obviously doesn’t share Rudd’s
professed affection for Africa.

Food

Gillard announced a new initiative
to “share Australia’s world leading
expertise in food production with
the people of Africa.” The attrac-
tion? “Africa holds 60 percent of the
world’s uncultivated farmable land
— however one in three people still
go hungry here every day.”

Australia is setting up a new
Australian international Centre for
Food Security which will give advice
and carry out research for commer-
cialisation and use by the private
sector. This will facilitate the entry
of foreign agribusinesses to cultivate
export crops, including those used
for ethanol.

Pacific Islands

Rudd’s address to Pacific Islands
Foreign Ministers Breakfast (26-10-
2011) focused on Australia providing
more visas for Pacific workers to
undertake seasonal work in Australia.
“Remittances to developing countries
are expected to reach US$350 billion
globally by the end of 2011 — three
times more than total official aid.”

Awstralia will also work to reduce
the costs of remitting money to the
Islands — in some instances up to
23 percent of the amount being sent
home to workers’ families.

The “World’s Greatest Treasurer”
Wayne Swan and his equally arrogant
Prime Minister lectured the European
Union on what they needed to do
to bail out Greece and prevent the
“European contagion” spreading to
the rest of the world.

CHOGM has not lost its relevance
to the Australian government or big
business and their drive to enforce a
new round of economic colonisation
on the former British colonies in
Africa. @

“We in this country
have a deep affection
for the continent

of Africa ... ”,

says Rudd.

Catholic Archbishop of Sydney George Pell questioned the
morality and cost benefits of imposing heavy financial bur-
dens to curb climate change in an annual lecture in London. He
addressed the controversial Global Warming Policy Foundation
— an organisation which not only questions climate change but is
actively involved in lobbying newspapers and MPs. Well-funded
by secret donors it is believed to have about 80 members.
Nevertheless it manages to attract a lot of publicity in its cam-
paigns to undermine scientific research into climate change.

The Greens have called for the federal government to put a
30-day limit on immigration detention, with courts to decide
on any time extension. The call came in response to the
Australian Human Rights Commission finding that an Indian
student had been illegally detained for 18 months. It was a
very high price to pay for a mistake by immigration authori-
ties. To have paid more than $50,000 for a university course
and finish up in detention was obviously not what that student
had planned to do. No wonder he is suing the Commonwealth
in the NSW Supreme Court for damages. The Human Rights
Commissioner has found that the student was to be com-
pensated for his detention but the decision to pay almost
$600,000 in compensation for the detention is not binding.

The federal government still maintains that sending asylum seek-
ers to Malaysia is the best policy to stop boat arrivals to Australia
despite the High Court decision to process asylum seekers
onshore. The recent decision by the Malaysian government to
deport 1,000 Burmese being held in immigration detention back
to Burma has alarmed human rights groups in Malaysia as it
breaches the United Nations Refugee Convention principle of
“returning people to danger”. There are no legal safeguards in
Malaysia against such returns. Australia often criticises the gov-
ernment of Burma for human rights violations — will it be critical
of Malaysia’s decision to send back the 1,000 asylum seekers?

It was sad to see the culling of rare and endangered animals
in the USA after the owner of the private zoo had let them out
and then committed suicide. One could understand the position
of the local police who had to protect the locals against possi-
ble attacks and hopefully something will be done to avoid such
incidents in the future. Here in Australia trophy hunting of rare
antelopes on a Northern Territory game park had gone unnoticed
until recently. The African scimitar oryxes are being offered for
hunting for between $50 and $5,000 an animal at the Mary River
Australia Safari Park. The practice is disgusting in itself but what
makes it even more vulgar is the fact that Bob Katter's Australia
Party gives ammunition to gun clubs in the hopes of getting
votes in the state elections in Queensland. In return, shoot-
ers are hoping for favourable legislation when it comes to them.
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The people’s movement
has been hijacked

Michael Chossudovsky

“Everything the [Ford] Foundation did
could be regarded as “making the World
safe for capitalism”, reducing social tensions
by helping to comfort the afflicted, provide
safety valves for the angry, and improve
the functioning of government (McGeorge
Bundy, National Security Advisor to
Presidents John F Kennedy and Lyndon
Johnson (1961-1966), President of the Ford
Foundation, (1966-1979)

“By providing the funding and the policy
framework to many concerned and dedicated
people working within the non-profit sector,
the ruling class is able to co-opt leadership
from grassroots communities, ... and is able to
make the funding, accounting, and evaluation
components of the work so time consuming
and onerous that social justice work is virtually
impossible under these conditions” (Paul Kivel,
You Call this Democracy, Who Benefits, Who
Pays and Who Really Decides, 2004, p. 122)

“Under the New World Order, the ritual of
inviting “civil society” leaders into the inner
circles of power — while simultaneously repress-
ing the rank and file — serves several important
functions. First, it says to the World that the
critics of globalisation “must make concessions™
to earn the right to mingle. Second, it conveys
the illusion that while the global elites should
—under what is euphemistically called democ-
racy — be subject to criticism, they nonetheless
rule legitimately. And third, it says “there is
no alternative” to globalisation: fundamental
change is not possible and the most we can hope
is to engage with these rulers in an ineffective
“give and take”.

While the “Globalisers” may adopt a few
progressive phrases to demonstrate they have
good intentions, their fundamental goals are
not challenged. And what this “civil society
mingling” does is to reinforce the clutch of the
corporate establishment while weakening and
dividing the protest movement. An understand-
ing of this process of co-optation is important,
because tens of thousands of the most principled
young people in Seattle, Prague and Quebec
City [1999-2001] are involved in the anti-
globalszation protests because they reject the
notion that money is everything, because they
reject the impoverishment of millions and the
destruction of fragile Earth so that a few may
get richer.

This rank and file and some of their leaders
as well, are to be applauded. But we need to
go further. We need to challenge the right of
the “Globalisers” to rule. This requires that we
rethink the strategy of protest. Can we move to
a higher plane, by launching mass movements in
our respective countries, movements that bring
the message of what globalisation is doing, to
ordinary people? For they are the force that must
be mobilised to challenge those who plunder the
Globe.” (Michel Chossudovsky, The Quebec
Wall, April 2001)

The term “manufacturing consent” was
initially coined by Edward S Herman and Noam
Chomsky.

“Manufacturing consent” describes a propa-
ganda model used by the corporate media to
sway public opinion and “inculcate individuals
with values and beliefs...”:

The mass media serve as a system for com-
municating messages and symbols to the general
populace. It is their function to amuse, entertain,
and inform, and to inculcate individuals with the
values, beliefs, and codes of behaviour that will
integrate them into the institutional structures
of the larger society. In a world of concentrated
wealth and major conflicts of class interest, to
fulfil this role requires systematic propaganda.
(Manufacturing Consent by Edward S Herman
and Noam Chomsky)

“Manufacturing consent” implies manipulat-
ing and shaping public opinion. It establishes
conformity and acceptance to authority and
social hierarchy. It seeks compliance to an estab-
lished social order. “Manufacturing consent”
describes the submission of public opinion to

the mainstream media narrative, to its lies and
fabrications.

“Manufacturing dissent”

In this article, we focus on a related concept,
namely the subtle process of “manufacturing
dissent” (rather than “consent”), which plays
a decisive role in serving the interests of the
ruling class.

Under contemporary capitalism, the illusion
of democracy must prevail. It is in the interest
of the corporate elites to accept dissent and
protest as a feature of the system inasmuch as
they do not threaten the established social order.
The purpose is not to repress dissent, but, on
the contrary, to shape and mould the protest
movement, to set the outer limits of dissent.

To maintain their legitimacy, the economic
elites favour limited and controlled forms of
opposition, with a view to preventing the devel-
opment of radical forms of protest, which might
shake the very foundations and institutions of
global capitalism. In other words, “manufac-
turing dissent” acts as a “safety valve”, which
protects and sustains the New World Order.

To be effective, however, the process of
“manufacturing dissent” must be carefully
regulated and monitored by those who are the
object of the protest movement.

“Funding Dissent”

How is the process of manufacturing dis-
sent achieved?

Essentially by “funding dissent”; namely
by channelling financial resources from those
who are the object of the protest movement to
those who are involved in organising the protest
movement.

Co-optation is not limited to buying the
favours of politicians. The economic elites —
which control major foundations — also over-
see the funding of numerous NGOs and civil
society organisations, which historically have
been involved in the protest movement against
the established economic and social order.
The programs of many NGOs and people’s
movements rely heavily on funding from both
public as well as private foundations including
the Ford, Rockefeller, McCarthy foundations,
among others.

The anti-globalisation movement is opposed
to Wall Street and the Texas oil giants controlled
by Rockefeller et al. Yet the foundations and
charities of Rockefeller et al will generously
fund progressive anti-capitalist networks as well
as environmentalists (opposed to Big Oil) with
a view to ultimately overseeing and shaping
their various activities.

The mechanisms of “manufacturing dis-
sent” require a manipulative environment, a
process of arm-twisting and subtle co-optation
of individuals within progressive organisations,
including anti-war coalitions, environmentalists
and the anti-globalisation movement.

Whereas the mainstream media “manufac-
tures consent”, the complex network of NGOs
(including segments of the alternative media)
are used by the corporate elites to mould and
manipulate the protest movement.

Following the deregulation of the global
financial system in the 1990s and the rapid
enrichment of the financial establishment,
funding through foundations and charities has
skyrocketed.

In a bitter irony, part of the fraudulent
financial gains on Wall Street in recent years
have been recycled to the elites’ tax exempt
foundations and charities. These windfall finan-
cial gains have not only been used to buy out
politicians, they have also been channelled to
NGOs, research institutes, community centres,
church groups, environmentalists, alternative
media, human rights groups, etc. “Manufactured
dissent” also applies to the “corporate left”
and “progressive” media, funded by NGOs or
directly by the foundations.

The inner objective is to “manufacture
dissent” and establish the boundaries of a
“politically correct” opposition. In turn, many
NGOs are infiltrated by informants often acting

Campaigning in Seattle ten years after the historic counter-summit protest there in 1999.

on behalf of western intelligence agencies.
Moreover, an increasingly large segment of
the progressive alternative news media on the
internet has become dependent on funding from
corporate foundations and charities.

Piecemeal Activism

The objective of the corporate elites has
been to fragment the people’s movement into
a vast “do it yourself” mosaic. War and glo-
balisation are no longer in the forefront of civil
society activism. Activism tends to be piecemeal.
There is no integrated anti-globalisation anti-war
movement. The economic crisis is not seen as
having a relationship to the US led war.

Dissent has been compartmentalised.
Separate “issue oriented” protest movements
(eg environment, anti-globalisation, peace,
women’s rights, climate change) are encour-
aged and generously funded as opposed to a
cohesive mass movement. This mosaic was
already prevalent in the counter G7 summits
and People’s Summits of the 1990s.

The Anti-Globalisation
Movement

The Seattle 1999 counter-summit is invari-
ably upheld as a triumph for the anti-globalisa-
tion movement: “a historic coalition of activists
shut down the World Trade Organisation sum-
mit in Seattle, the spark that ignited a global
anti-corporate movement.” (See Naomi Klein,
“Copenhagen: Seattle Grows Up”, The Nation,
November 13, 2009).

Seattle was indeed an important crossroads
in the history of the mass movement. Over
50,000 people from diverse backgrounds, civil
society organizations, human rights, labour
unions, environmentalists had come together in
a common pursuit. Their goal was to forcefully
dismantle the neo-liberal agenda including its
institutional base.

But Seattle also marked a major reversal.
With mounting dissent from all sectors of
society, the official WTO Summit desperately
needed the token participation of civil society
leaders “on the inside”, to give the appearance
of being “democratic” “on the outside”.

While thousands of people had converged
on Seattle, what occurred behind the scenes was
a de facto victory for neo-liberalism. A handful
of civil society organisations, formally opposed
the WTO, had contributed to legitimising the
WTQO’s global trading architecture. Instead of
challenging the WTO as an illegal intergov-
ernmental body, they agreed to a pre-summit
dialogue with the WTO and Western govern-
ments. “Accredited NGO participants were
invited to mingle in a friendly environment with

ambassadors, trade ministers and Wall Street
tycoons at several of the official events including
the numerous cocktail parties and receptions.”
(Michael Chossudovsky, “Seattle and Beyond:
Disarming the New World Order”, Covert Action
Quarterly, November 1999, See Ten Years Ago:
“Manufacturing Dissent” in Seattle).

The hidden agenda was to weaken and
divide the protest movement and orient the
anti-globalisation movement into areas that
would not directly threaten the interests of the
business establishment.

Funded by private foundations (includ-
ing Ford, Rockefeller, Rockefeller Brothers,
Charles Stewart Mott, The Foundation for
Deep Ecology), these “accredited” civil soci-
ety organisations had positioned themselves
as lobby groups, acting formally on behalf
of the people’s movement. Led by prominent
and committed activists, their hands were tied.
They ultimately contributed (unwittingly) to
weakening the anti-globalisation movement by
accepting the legitimacy of what was essentially
an illegal organisation. (The 1994 Marrakech
Summit agreement which led to the creation of
the WTO on January 1, 1995). (Ibid)

The NGO leaders were fully aware as to
where the money was coming from. Yet within
the US and European NGO community, the
foundations and charities are considered to
be independent philanthropic bodies, separate
from the corporations; namely the Rockefeller
Brothers Foundation, for instance, is considered
to be separate and distinct from the Rockefeller
family empire of banks and oil companies.

With salaries and operating expenses
depending on private foundations, it became an
accepted routine: In a twisted logic, the battle
against corporate capitalism was to be fought
using the funds from the tax-exempt foundations
owned by corporate capitalism.

The NGOs were caught in a straightjacket;
their very existence depended on the founda-
tions. Their activities were closely monitored. In
a twisted logic, the very nature of anti-capitalist
activism was indirectly controlled by the capi-
talists through their independent foundations.

“Progressive Watchdogs”

In this evolving saga, the corporate elites —
whose interests are duly served by the IMF, the
World Bank and the WTO — will readily fund
(through their various foundations and chari-
ties) organisations which are at the forefront
of the protest movement against the WTO and
the Washington-based international financial
institutions.

Supported by foundation money, various
“watchdogs” were set up by the NGOs to moni-
tor the implementation of neo-liberal policies,
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Increasing tension
IN West Papua

In light of the dangerously deteriorating situation in West Papua the Australia West Papua Association (AWPA) has
again written to the Australian Foreign Minister urging him to use his good offices with the Indonesian government
to call for the halt to any (or proposed) military operations in West Papua as a way of avoiding further escalation
of the situation and avoiding further bloodshed.

g _ We also urge the government to hold an inquiry into how our aid and training to the Indonesian military impacts
(et on the lives of the West Papuan people and in the short term to immediately halt any aid or training to any military

K\ /I 4 unit found to have committed human rights abuses.
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without however raising the broader issue of
how the Bretton Woods twins and the WTO,
through their policies, had contributed to the
impoverishment of millions of people.

The Structural Adjustment Participatory
Review Network (SAPRIN) was established by
Development Gap, a USAID and World Bank
funded NGO based in Washington DC.

Amply documented, the imposition of the
IMF-World Bank Structural Adjustment Program
(SAP) on developing countries constitutes
a blatant form of interference in the internal
affairs of sovereign states on behalf of creditor
institutions.

Instead of challenging the legitimacy of
the IMF-World Bank’s “deadly economic
medicine”, SAPRIN’s core organisation sought
to establish a participatory role for the NGOs,
working hand in glove with USAID and the
World Bank. The objective was to give a
“human face” to the neo-liberal policy agenda,
rather than reject the IMF-World Bank policy
framework outright:

“SAPRIN is the global civil-society net-
work that took its name from the Structural
Adjustment Participatory Review Initiative
(SAPRI), which it launched with the World
Bank and its president, Jim Wolfensohn, in 1997.

SAPRI is designed as a tripartite exercise
to bring together organisations of civil society,
their governments and the World Bank in a
joint review of structural adjustment programs
(SAPs) and an exploration of new policy
options. It is legitimising an active role for civil
society in economic decision-making, as it is
designed to indicate areas in which changes
in economic policies and in the economic-
policymaking process are required. (SAPRIN
website saprin.org/overview.htm)

Similarly, The Trade Observatory (formerly
WTO Watch), operating out of Geneva, is a
project of the Minneapolis based Institute for
Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP), which is
generously funded by Ford, Rockefeller, Charles
Stewart Mott among others.

The Trade Observatory has a mandate to
monitor the World Trade Organisation, the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA and
the proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas.

The Trade Observatory is also to develop
data and information as well as foster “govern-
ance” and “accountability”. Accountability to
the victims of WTO policies or accountability
to the protagonists of neo-liberal reforms?

The Trade Observatory watchdog functions
do not in any way threaten the WTO. Quite the
opposite: the legitimacy of the trade organisa-
tions and agreements are never questioned.
globalresearch.ca &

The Hon Kevin Rudd MP Minister for Foreign Affairs Parliament House Canberra ACT
Dear Mr Rudd,

| am writing to you concerning the increasing tension in West Papua. | wrote to you on the
October 20 concerning the crackdown by Indonesian security forces on delegates who were
attending the 3rd Papuan People’s Congress which was held on October 17-19. Reports now
indicate that the casualties were more numerous than first thought. Six people have been
confirmed killed and six charged with treason.

A large number of West Papuans received serious injuries as they were beaten by the security
forces with batons, bamboo poles and the butts of rifles during the arrest of up to 300
delegates. There may be more casualties as many of those attending the congress fled into the
bush in fear of their lives from the security forces. In other recent incidents around the giant
Freeport copper and gold mine, three miners were ambushed by unknown gunmen and two
other miners killed in a clash with police.

The Mulia Police chief was also shot by unknown gunmen at Mulia Airport in Puncak Jaya
regency and an unidentified group also set fire to the Mulia food resilience office. As a result of
these incidents and in an effort to tighten security and to conduct military operations for those
responsible for the killing of the police chief, up to 300 members of the security forces are being
sent to West Papua.

AWPA believes that this deployment of extra security will only increase fear amongst the
West Papuan people who are already traumatised by numerous military operations that have
taken place particularly in the Puncak Jaya region. A report in the Jakarta Globe (October 25)
said that human rights groups believed that there were “strong indications” that security
forces committed [human] rights abuses during last month’s deadly crackdown on a pro-
independence rally in Abepura, Papua.

The Jakarta Globe article said Ridha Saleh, deputy chairman of the National Commission on
Human Rights, said it appeared likely that officers assaulted and fired at participants at the
Papuan People’s Congress, which took place last week. A day after the incident, the bodies of six
participants were found near the local military headquarters, reportedly with gunshot wounds.
“The participants did not put up any kind of resistance, yet they were taken down, beaten and
shot at,” Ridha said. “That this resulted in fatalities clearly makes this a serious rights violation.”

The security forces always try to blame the Free Papua Organisation (OPM) for many of the
incidents that occur in West Papua. However, |Ikrar Nusa Bhakti, a researcher with the Indonesian
Institute of Sciences, said that it was difficult to pinpoint the cause of the recent spike in
violence, but that there were only three elements influential enough to trigger the turmoil: the
separatist OPM, the Indonesian Armed Forces (TNI) and the police. “But we can’t really tell which
one of them actually started the whole thing because the information coming out of Papua is
limited and sketchy,” he said, adding that reports from security forces were also unreliable. In
one scenario he points out, “But if it’s the TNI or National Police manipulating events to try to
get more troops and supplies posted to Papua, then that’s even more worrying.”

He added that the tactic of boosting the security presence there by creating unrest was “not a
new practice” having been carried out frequently under the New Order regime. Earlier this year,
the military said there was a need to increase the TNI's presence in Papua, citing the province’s
huge energy and mineral riches and increasing potential for secession. AWPA points out that
300 [additional] security forces have just been deployed to West Papua.

In light of the dangerously deteriorating situation we urge you to use your good offices with
the Indonesian government to call for the halt to any (or proposed) military operations in West
Papua as a way of avoiding further escalation of the situation and avoiding further bloodshed.
We also urge the government to hold an inquiry into how our aid and training to the Indonesian
military impacts on the lives of the West Papuan people and in the short term to immediately
halt any aid or training to any military unit found to have committed human rights abuses.
Yours sincerely

Joe Collins

AWPA
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The never-ending Eurofiasco

Mike Whitney

Imagine if the local fire chief, in the
spirit of conservation, decided he’d
use no more than 1,000 gallons of
water to put out any given house
fire. Do you think the citizens
would support that policy if their
town was burned to the ground?
And, yet, this is the same approach
that euro zone leaders are using to
address the debt crisis.

The central bank (ECB) has
virtually limitless resources (think
printing press) to defend the debt
of the individual states and to act as
lender of last resort, but the euro-
crats won’t hear of it. They refuse to
use the ECB as every other central
bank in the world is used. They’d
rather reinvent the wheel by creating
a funky, improvised emergency fund
(European Financial Stabilisation
Facility or EFSF) that’s massively
leveraged and which only provides
a 20 percent “first-loss” guarantee on
sovereign bonds. So, for example, if
Italy goes belly-up in the next year or
so and can’t repay its debts, then Mr
bondholder gets a whopping 20 cents
in the dollar. Such a deal!

Can you see how ridiculous
this is?

Look; US Treasuries are backed
by the “full faith and credit” of the
United States of America. What
are Italian bonds backed by? Or
Portuguese bonds? Or Irish bonds?

Under this new regime, they’ll
be “partially” backed by a dodgy,
undercapitalised insurance fund. That
ought to shore-up investor confidence.

Is this any way to run a multi-
trillion confederation of states?

And the EFSF is only part of
this latest Eurofiasco. There is also a
special purpose investment vehicle
(SPIV) that will be used to attract
foreign investment (re: China). EU
leaders assume that the Chinese are
so yield-crazy that they’ll scarf up
hundreds of billions of these (toxic?)
EU bonds to stack atop their cache
of USTs.

Dream on. Apparently, Nicholas
Sarkozy has already been on the horn
to leaders in China inquiring about
future investments. But, so far, no
takers. The truth is, investors are

exiting Europe as fast as their two
feet will carry them, not lining up to
get back in.

As soon as Wall Street got a
whiff of Europe’s “breakthrough
agreement”, the Dow went through
the roof, over 300 points on the day.
Less than 24 hours later, however,
the mood was notably more sombre.
The details on all the critical points —
(haircuts on Greek debt, bank recapi-
talisation, EFSF etc) — remain sketchy.

“The devil is in the details,”
Don Wordell, a fund manager for
Atlanta-based RidgeWorth Capital
Management, which oversees about
$47 billion, said in a telephone inter-
view. “Europe is trying to do anything
to solve its problems. Still, there are
lots of questions on how the plan is
going to work and how they are going
to fix their debt issues.”

Ah, yes, “the details”. One of the
details that has been clarified is the
fact that the credit markets are not “on
board”, in fact, credit spreads have
shrugged off the happy talk and con-
tinue to widen. This is from Reuters:

“Italy’s borrowing costs jumped
to record levels on Friday, underlin-
ing its vulnerability at the heart of
the euro zone debt crisis and scepti-
cism about whether the struggling
government of Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi can deliver vital reforms.”

Okay. So the credit gauges
are blinking again and yesterday’s
announcement provided no relief at
all. Banks are still reluctant to lend
and credit conditions continue to
tighten. And now that EU banks will
be forced to increase their capital
cushion, you can bet there will be
another debilitating credit crunch.
Take a look at this from Bloomberg:

“European banks say they have
to cut assets to help satisfy a govern-
ment push to boost capital faster than
planned to insulate them against the
sovereign debt crisis. That may trig-
ger a credit crunch for companies and
consumers throughout the 17-nation
euro zone, helping to push its econo-
my into recession, say Citigroup Inc
and Deutsche Bank AG analysts.”

Banks across Europe have
announced they will trim more than
775 billion euros from their balance
sheets in the next two years to reduce
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short-term funding needs and achieve
the nine percent in regulatory capital
required by the Basel Committee
on Banking Supervision ahead of
schedule.

“The banks need to deleverage,
but if they choose to deleverage by
cutting assets not by raising equity
then it will have negative consequenc-
es for the economy,” Simon Maughan,
head of sales at MF Global Holdings
Ltd in London.” (“European Banks
Warn of Credit Drought”, Bloomberg)

So, euro zone leaders — after
having already triggered a mini-
Depression in the PIIGS (Portugal,
Italy, Ireland, Greece, Spain) with
no end in sight — are on course to
intensify the downturn by forcing the
banks to dump hundreds of billions of

dollars of assets onto the market thus
pushing down prices and increasing
financial market distress. Sounds like
a plan. The alternative to this would
be that the individual governments
recapitalise the banks at their own
expense which would mean higher
taxes, diverting revenue from public
services, and (here’s the corker) a
steep downgrade by the ratings agen-
cies. So, it’s a lose-lose-lose situation.
And what about those “over-
night deposits” that banks have
been squirreling away at the ECB
because they’re afraid to leave their
money in other banks? That must have
improved now that a “comprehensive”
deal has been worked out, right?
“The European Central Bank said
banks increased overnight deposits
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to the most in more than two weeks.
Euro-area banks parked 218.1 billion
euros (US$308.8 hillion) with the
ECB overnight, up from 204.4 billion
euros the previous day and the most
since October 10. They borrowed 2.7
billion euros in emergency overnight
funds at the marginal rate of 2.25
percent, up from 1.8 billion euros a
day earlier.” (Bloomberg)

Everything is worse. The
Eurozone is imploding, and it’s
imploding because the policies they’re
implementing are, well, stupid, which
is to say, they won’t work. And inves-
tors know they won’t work which
is why they keep fleeing Europe en
masse.

Can you blame them?
Information Clearing House &

Attacks on protestors backfire

John Wojcik

Outrage over a Marine who
survived enemy fire only to be
wounded by Oakland, California
police at an Occupy Wall Street
demonstration has elicited more
sympathy for the movement
nationally as protestors turn up
the heat on banks.

The veteran, Scott Olsen, 24,
was critically injured when he was
hit in the head with a projectile
thrown or shot by police attacking
protestors who wanted to re-enter
an Oakland plaza that had been
cleared of demonstrators earlier in
the day.

While Olsen’s condition has
improved, Occupy vigils were
held in cities across the nation,
including New York, Chicago and
Philadelphia. Members of Iraq
Veterans Against the War, to which
Olsen belongs, participated in the
vigils.

Olsen, a computer systems
technologist, had travelled daily
after work to join the protests and
camped out overnight in solidar-
ity with the protestors. Videos and

pictures of Olsen, lying bleeding
and in shock after the police attack
have been seen by millions on the
Internet and television.

Since the police actions,
including more than 100 arrests in
Oakland, unions, their allies, and
now Amnesty International have
all condemned the use of tear gas
in the police actions as well as the
actions of Oakland’s mayor, Jean
Quan, who initially said the police
were justified because protestors
threw rocks.

Since then the city administra-
tion has switched over to damage
control.

Quan visited Olsen in the hos-
pital where she shook his hand and
apologised for what happened to
him.

Quan repeated yesterday her
prior comments that Oakland is a
“very progressive city” and that it
supports the goals of Occupy Wall
Street.

Oakland police have prom-
ised an investigation but peti-
tions are already circulating for
the removal of the city’s interim
police chief, Howard Jordan. Tents

have re-appeared on the camp-
ground from which they had been
removed.

In the meantime, Occupy Wall
Street is stepping up its activities
nationwide. Protestors planned
to march on five banks in New
York and deliver thousands of fli-
ers to the companies. They will
be folded into paper airplanes
and then thrown at the banks.
Demonstrators gathered at Bryant
Park in midtown and marched
from there to the headquarters of
Bank of America, Morgan Stanley,
Wells Fargo, Citigroup and JP
Morgan Chase.

The paper planes will be col-
lected in large mailbags and left in
the lobbies of the banks.

The protestors will also deliver
“singing telegrams” to the CEQOs
by gathering outside their offices
and singing in unison the text of
the letters.

The march will end at the
headquarters of JP Morgan Chase
where demonstrators will stage
a “letter-reading,” aimed at JP
Morgan boss Jamie Dimon.
People’s World @&

Scott Olsen lays on the ground bleeding from a head wound.
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The Left Party
still relevant in Germany

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: The party called Die Linke, or The
Left, is in the news here. It was formed in
2007 when the fully renovated heir to the rul-
ing party in the (East) German Democratic
Republic, the Party for Democratic
Socialism, wed a new West German party
of people angry at the abandonment of past
principles by Greens and Social Democrats.

In 2009, with about a quarter of East
German voters and about 5-8 percent in the
more populous West German states, the new
party got a healthy 12 percent of the total vote,
which meant getting 76 Bundestag deputies.

Two keys to its success were its co-
presidents, charismatic Oskar Lafontaine, a
clear-spoken man, once head of the Social
Democrats, and the witty, skilled orator, East
Germany’s Gregor Gysi.

The Greens and Social Democrats, to regain
popularity lost after they moved to the right,
lifted the program of The Left and adopted much
of it, at least in their official documents. Sadly
for The Left, it has failed recently to find new,
burning issues or hot slogans.

The Left has also suffered from self-inflicted
wounds. Its “reformer” wing or “pragmatists”,
hoping to join governing coalitions on the state
level in places like Brandenburg and Berlin, took
a more moderate approach to avoid rejection by
such possible partners.

But the “left” of The Left opposed compro-
mises it viewed as too fundamental. It wanted to
reject all deployment of German military forces,
even on NATO or UN missions. Though often
labelled “humanitarian,” these deployments
often meant extending German strength in the
whole world. Hadn’t two indescribably horrific
extensions in the past century been enough? But
extension was again an overt goal of military
leaders. Yet the reformer wing wanted to leave a
loophole open for possible peacekeeping excep-
tions, as the other parties demanded.

Many in The Left supported Palestinian
rights. The media, of course, jumped in with
“anti-Semitism” accusations; a bit ironically
since Gregor Gysi, who had become caucus
chairman in the Bundestag, is the only Jewish
party leader in all of Germany.

But some in The Left also backed Israeli
policies, causing one more unhappy party
dispute.

The leftists wanted a total ban on further

privatisation of public utilities and, as soon
as possible, nationalisation of giant banks and
utilities, with democratic socialism as a future
objective. They opposed the unrelenting con-
demnation of the German Democratic Republic
daily in the media, making it seem as bad or
worse than the Nazi era so as to squelch any
thoughts of socialism. They favoured a balance:
condemnation of nasty oppressive features and
rejection of failing democracy but appreciation
of its uniquely anti-fascist base, its full employ-
ment, the ban on evictions, total medical and
dental coverage, free education, child care and
abortions.

As a result of the in-fighting, The Left
dropped to about half its 12 percent high; it
was weakened or defeated in seven elections
in 2011, failing to get into two important state
legislatures in western Germany and, after ten
years of coalition rule with the Social Democrats
in Berlin, losing that position as well. Many
began to worry about its survival.

After months of hard work, however, at a
conference in Erfurt, a 40-page text was worked
out which somehow, without great changes,
satisfied nearly everybody. Lafontaine (known
always as Oskar), who had withdrawn to state
politics in his Saarland home after a bout with
cancer, was again playing a big part; in general
he favoured more “left” views but voiced them
in ways which could hardly offend anyone.

Gysi, as often in the past, took what he
called a “centrist” position and maintained
the team spirit, while they both defended the
present co-presidents, East Berlin leader Gesine
Loetzsch, a fighter and fine speaker but often
under attack, and Klaus Ernst, an activist metal
trades union man.

Here is one sample of what was agreed
upon: “We demand an immediate end to all
military deployment of the Bundeswehr [German
armed forces]. This also includes German par-
ticipation in military deployments mandated
by the UN ...”

Here is another: “Because of the horrific
crimes committed by Germans against Jewish
men and women during the fascist era, Germany
bears a special responsibility and must combat
every kind of anti-Semitism, racism, oppression
and war. This responsibility requires especially
that we support Israel’s right of existence. At the
same time we support a peaceful settlement of
the Middle East conflict within the framework of
a two-state solution and therefore the recognition

DIE LINKE.

Oskar Lafontaine, co-president of Die Linke.

under international law of a sovereign and viable
Palestinian state as based on the resolutions of
the United Nations.”

In her keynote speech, co-chair Gesine
Loetzsch stated unequivocally: “For us, capi-
talism is not the final station of history; in this
question we differ from all the other parties...”

And “We are now the only anti-war party
and we must always remain an anti-war party!”

Gregor Gysi spoke of relationships with
other parties. “The Social Democratic Party is
not our enemy... anyone who thinks that way is
wrong, | believe. History, too, has proven this
to be a completely false path. We have nothing
against cooperation with the Social Democratic
Party, but first they must at least become social
democratic again. And in my view, they will
never succeed in achieving that without us.”

Turning to the new party, the Pirates, which
had such success in the Berlin election as a
youthful protest, he said, “There is a question
as to whether we must take them seriously? Yes,
we must. The Pirate party takes some rebellious

voters away from us. | don’t want to lose any
voters. In fact, | prefer winning some more. That
is not so easy, for some view us as being all too
established. We are already looked upon as too
politically tamed. And not only that, the Pirates
express a new way of living. This does not only
refer to computer use but to other differences
as well. Unlike us, they don’t speak of “work
time” and “leisure,” but of online and off-line
time. Sometimes I need a translator just to know
what they are talking about ... What we must
understand and what | want to point out is: we
must find bridges to the younger generation!
We must open up to them! ...We must talk with
them! We need not agree with everything they
say. But we need to connect with them!”

One resolution, accepted by acclamation,
expressed the solidarity of delegates with the
“Occupy Wall Street” movement. Another
demanded the nationalisation of big banks
and electrical utilities plus a special tax on
millionaires.

People’s World &

Eyewitness describes brutality in tobacco fields

Blake Deppe

When Brenda Loya, of AFL-CIO
Media Affairs, travelled along with
25 students, activists, and labour
leaders to Dudley, North Carolina,
she became a witness to the atro-
cious environment and conditions
of the tobacco farm workers.

Loya said of the experience,
“We drove 40 minutes into the
country to visit labour camps where
farm workers live while they har-
vest tobacco to supply companies
like RJ Reynolds, one of the richest
corporations in US agriculture — in
fact, one of the largest tobacco cor-
porations in the world, with annual
profits of over US$2 billion.

“What we saw was never to
be imagined. When the work day
ends, farm workers — men, women,
and children — returned to grim
camps, often overcrowded shacks
once considered chicken coops
and horse stables. They are housed
in conditions that clearly violate
internationally recognised living
standards.

“We saw mattresses that were
dirty, wet from the leaky roof, or

missing entirely. Workers shared
stories about infestations of bed-
bugs, roaches, and other vermin.
We saw non-functional showers and
toilets. Workers endure these inhu-
mane conditions in fear of losing
the jobs that they desperately need
to provide for their families — jobs,”
she noted, “with sub-poverty wages
that threaten their lives on a daily
basis.”

Two things common among
these workers, according to a
recent report by In These Times,
are a sense of responsibility that
urges them to endure these condi-
tions because they have to support
their families, and a great sense of
fear of arrest and deportation. The
latter of these themes is what caus-
es them to be apprehensive about
forming a union. Each of these
workers’ traits is in turn exploited
by the tobacco industry.

“It’s an appalling reality,” Loya
says. “The climate of fear is per-
petuated by the tobacco industry,
forcing them to live under condi-
tions that no one should have to
bear and denying them a voice in
making changes.”

Juan Martinez, a farm worker
in Wilson County, North Carolina,
said, “There is nothing we can do.
Nobody here complains because
people don’t like being retaliated
against or fired, so they don’t say
anything.”

Another worker, Aparicio
Rosales, commented, “I think our
housing is disgusting. Not every-
one has a mattress to sleep on,
and there are 10 men in one room.
There are three showers, but only
one works, and the same goes for
the toilets. We don’t have a refrig-
erator or good ventilation.”

Meanwhile, said Baldemar
Velasquez, president of the Farm
Labour Organising Committee,
unionising is an important thing
for these workers. “The job of
unions is to organise the unor-
ganised. Workers are workers
regardless of documented status.
Workers deserve to have rights;
they deserve working visas with
labour rights and justice. Once
workers see and feel justice, a fire
is ignited that cannot and will not
be extinguished.”

People’s World &
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Ugly BBC

One of the casualties of the recent
Libyan conflict has been the cred-
ibility of the BBC. It has clearly
become an arm of, at best, the
British (imperialist) Foreign Office
or, at worst, an agency spreading
disinformation for MI6.

Every evil lie that emanated
from Libya in the English language,
designed of course to blacken
Gaddafi’s name, seemed to have its
origins in the BBC. They generally
came from reporters “on the ground”
who should have known better and
checked the facts.

Everything from black rapist mer-
cenaries (the real foreign mercenaries
were British, French and US special
ops forces!), kidnappings, hospitals
that tortured, mass executions, plus
massacres of innocent civilians — all
were laid at Gaddafi’s door. All faded
after a few days because they were
fundamentally false.

When NATO planes were exposed
as “killing innocent civilians” —
remember, the whole intervention
was to save innocent civilian lives —
suddenly the planes disappeared from
view, and everything was achieved by
the “revolutionary fighters”.

Things got really messy with the
murder of Gaddafi himself, however.
A reading of the Sydney Morning
Herald on the morning of his death
said that “revolutionary fighters” had
intercepted a convoy trying to leave
Sirte. Already, however, in the excite-
ment of the news, the electronic media
were boasting that NATO planes had
stopped the convoy. It was they who
had forced Gaddafi to take shelter in
a pipe. The pursuing “revolutionaries”

then proceeded to drag the wounded
fugitive away to execute him.

Now the BBC and its minions
want an “investigation” after the grisly
footage has gone global. Sure they do.
The hypocrisy is breathtaking.

We are fortunate to have alterna-
tives such as The Guardian to save us
from drowning in this crap.

Bob Treasure
Warrimoo

Oppose plunder and
repression in West
Papua

| write to express my deep distress
at the recent brutal attacks and
killings by Indonesian military in
West Papua. While the Australian
government and people should
strive for good relations with
Indonesia, this should not be at
the expense of Australia covering
up, excusing, condoning or abet-
ting human rights violations and
repression in West Papua.

FILM SHOWING
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Miami,

Director Saul Landau explores
the depths of Miami-Havana
politics through the story of the
Cuban 5, men sent by the Cuban
government to infiltrate right-
wing terrorist organizations in

When the Five turned over evi-
dence of US-based terrorism to
the FBI, they themselves were
arrested, tried, and convicted
while the confessed anti-Castro
terrorists live freely in Florida.

Will the Real Terrorist Please stand up

City West Lotteries House
2 Delhi St, WEST PERTH, WA, 6005

Join the Australia Cuba Friendship Society
for a free viewing; learn more about the
Cuban Five and the annual Southern Cross
Brigades to Cuba

Sunday Nov 6, 2 to 5 pm
Contacts: acfsperth@gmail.com

Phone: 0419 812872 or 92472751

Perth
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The Indonesian army has a long,
sordid history of abuses and other
appalling actions in East Timor and
elsewhere and is still pursuing these
same brutal, oppressive policies in
West Papua.

I also have grave concerns about
the acute poverty that exists and the
continuing dispossession of land and
other problems in West Papua. The
region’s rich resources of timber and
minerals are being plundered, but
West Papua is the poorest of places,
with the native population getting
little benefit.

For far too long successive
Australian governments have
remained silent pretending that there
were no problems in West Papua.
Meanwhile the Indonesian army con-
tinues to brutally repress the people of
the region. We should not allow our
governments to once again blindly
accept what is happening there with-
out serious enquiry and condemnation
of atrocities that occur.

When people are arrested, beaten,
imprisoned and killed for expressing
their opinions or for taking part in
peaceful protests in West Papua, then
Australians have a responsibility to
speak out about the plight of indig-
enous Melanesians and support justice
and human rights for the people of
West Papua.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

More detention centre
deaths will come

A Tamil person lost his life to
the abject despair of suicide at
Villawood, another victim of the
Australian government’s harsh
attitudes towards our asylum
seekers.

The man’s acute and chronic
trauma included being detained for
more than two years. After a year
in detention it appears there is a

threshold reached by many detainees,
when their mental faculties begin to
erode, with one stressor after another.
They break down into various clini-
cal disorders and depressions, acute
and abject, mental meltdowns and
psychotic episodes, chronic fatigue
and paranoia, various social phobias,
and a hate of oneself, their very
identity a liability.

Though seven months ago the
man’s refugee status was finally
granted his ASIO security assessment
was still taking its sweet time, finally
costing him his life.

The Department of Immigration
and Citizenship refused to release him
into community detention which may
have saved his life. DIAC recently
refused his application to attend a
Hindu festival, the day he took his
life. The rejection letter arrived the
evening prior his suicide.

In terms of the tragic and unnec-
essary phenomena of detention centre
deaths this is the sixth suicide in 13
months, the seventh death in that
time, the fourth death at Villawood.
Detention Centre deaths have been
long warned of by myself and others
and will continue to rise.

There are near 2,000 asylum
seekers who have refugee status,
however they languish in detention
because ASIO security assessments
take far too long. This is an appalling
and discriminatory predicament with
a huge and myriad toll mentally and
physically and in human lives.

There are hundreds of Asylum
Seekers on Suicide Watch lists in
these detention centres, however
what needs to be done to prevent
suicide attempts and suicides is not
being done. Those who finally leave
detention do so with acute and chronic
trauma, multiple trauma, and with a
levy of abject and acute stressors and
other conditions.

Gerry Georgatos
Convener, Human Rights
Alliance
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Trying to
crush a
movement

The ruling class is trying to crush
the Occupy Wall Street movement
and its many clones in the USA and
around the world. A movement
targeting the actions and policies
of the big banks is going to get
plenty of public support in this
time of financial crisis and ever-
growing evictions. It doesn’t take
a Harvard degree in economics
to grasp the connection between
bankers’ institutional greed and
people losing their homes and small
businesses.

Indeed, corporate greed is so
much on the nose at present amongst
ordinary people, especially in the
USA where mortgage repossessions
are at a level unseen since the Great
Depression, that anyone who dared to
repeat the catchline from the movie
Wall Street “Greed is good”, would
risk being tarred and feathered.

The Occupy movement has ridden
that tide of anger, beginning in New

York with the emotive cry “Occupy
Wall Street”. The movement was
emulated in many cities across the
USA and then in other countries.
Wherever capitalists had banks, in
fact.

But while we should be impressed
by the rapidity of its spread (a tribute
to the popularity of social media), we
should also take note of the fact that
the resulting demonstrations have
not been large. Yes, there have been
plenty of demonstrations, but they
have been small demonstrations in
the main. Their number is a cause
for jubilation, their size is a cause
for concern.

Remember how easily the
Howard government brushed aside the
huge rally in Hyde Park that opposed
the planned invasion of Iraq? There
were a quarter of a million people at
that rally. The recent Occupy Sydney
rally could only muster 1,000. The
ruling class — that conglomeration
of very rich folk who live off their
invested capital rather than the sweat
of their brow — like to pretend that
they speak for all Australians, and
tend to pour scorn on the mass of the
people. But capitalists know only too
well that without the workers there
is no industry, no production, no
consumption and no profits. They just
don’t want the workers to know it.

What the ruling class must find
particularly disquieting about the
Occupy movement is that it targets
directly and unashamedly the
institutions of capitalism itself. No
wonder they are so keen to shut down
the movement before it grows any
larger. People camped in a city park
may be untidy but it’s no reason to
call out the riot squad. Significantly,
most of those arrested in Melbourne
and Sydney were released without
charge.

No doubt the police were well

aware that when they are called
on to do the political work of the
government of the day, as in this case,
if it goes to trial they run the risk of
finding themselves confronting a
smart “bleeding heart” liberal lawyer
and ending up with a finding of “not
guilty” which turns the accused into a
celebrity and earns the police a well-
merited dressing down from the beak
on the Bench. Better not to charge
them; just rough ‘em up so they will
hesitate to do it again. A much better
outcome from the coppers’ point of
view.

If we want the anti-bank
movement to grow, then we need to
differentiate between one rally and
the next, we need to change tactics
frequently to keep the police guessing
and to keep the protesters fresh. This
week a march, next time a concert.
Simply repeating “what was done
last week” will — like the rallies
against the lrag War — see a rapidly
diminishing pool of participants.

Meanwhile, the occupiers evicted
by the police from Martin Place in
Sydney resolved to “build for a better
and stronger action on November 5”.
In this case the similarity with the
previous action will be deliberate, an
act of defiance and an expression of
the participants’ democratic rights — to
assemble, to free speech, to express
dissent without fear of police brutality.

My CPA Branch will be holding
a function to celebrate the October
Revolution from 1.00pm that day: we
will just have to fit the rally into our
schedule too! Others will, I am sure,
be doing something similar (there
are never enough days in the week
or hours in the day!).

One thing is certain: the occupy
actions are driven by objective
conditions — by repossessions, job
losses, attacks on working conditions
and wages, by obscene payouts to

CEOs while workers are denied
basic necessities. The capitalist
state machinery might make it seem
possible for corporate big shots to
thumb their noses at the common
people with impunity, but the steady
growth of anger at the corporate
looting of the economy by big
business entities means that before
too long, the corporate world is going
to be in for a hell of a shock. The
occupation of a dozen or so bank
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foyers will be nothing to what is likely
to befall capitalism when the wrath
of the people finally descends on it.

The sad part is, that before it gets
to that point capitalism will have tried
to screw every last ounce of profit for
itself, from what is left of the global
capitalist economy leaving that entity
in a very sorry state. Still, that’s a
problem I am sure the people will be
able to deal with quite well, thank
you very much! &
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Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 6 Nov —
Sat 12 Nov

he new series The Bible: A

History (SBS1 Sundays from
November 6 at 7.30pm) endeavours
to “explore the ideas and influence of
seven books of the Scriptures, tracing
how they came into existence and
how they have shaped the world we
live in today”.

The weakness in the series is
revealed in the first episode, Creation,
in which “leading British novelist
Howard Jacobson tries to find a
path between religious and atheis-
tic fundamentalists”. Why a “path
between”, why not choose one or
the other? Jacobson comes from an
Orthodox Jewish family, and hence
carries his own ideological baggage.
But to hesitate over people who think
Adam and Eve and the rest of Genesis
is literally true is surely to abandon
your common sense.

Nevertheless, approached with a
critical mind, the series (each episode
is presented by a different scholar)
should prove interesting and possibly
enlightening.

estoration Home (ABC1
Sunday November 6 at
7.30pm) is yet another British series
about ancient, crumbling build-
ings being brought back to life by
dedicated owners. A six-part series

presented by Caroline Quentin, the
first episode deals with St Thomas &
Beckett church in Somerset. Already
on the heritage critical list, it is just
one of many churches in Britain that
have been declared redundant due to
declining attendance.

As the old church is transformed
into a three-bedroom home, the
series, made for BBC Two, delves
into its past.

n July, 1916, the Battle of the

Somme saw some of the worst
carnage of WWL1. In just 24 hours
60,000 Allied soldiers were killed or
wounded in a frontal assault on the
heavily defended German line. This
appalling and fruitless waste of lives
typified the English class system
where officers were promoted on the
basis of the school they had been to
rather than military skill.

Only in one spot was the Somme
attack successful and that was where
the British had secretly dug a mine
under no-man’s land from their
trenches.

On the first day of the battle,
the massive nozzles of a most secret
and terrifying weapon of the war —
the 60-foot long Livens fixed flame
projector — rose up out of the ground
across no man’s land and spewed
100 metres of flaming oil onto the
German lines.

Historian Peter Barton’s research
has revealed that the only such beast
still known to exist lies buried two
metres underground on the Somme,
two-thirds of the way across no man’s
land. In Breathing Fire: Secret
Weapon Of The Somme (ABC1
6.00pm Monday, November?7),
Tony Robinson and archaeologist
Tony Pollard combine in an attempt
to recover the machine.

From what | have seen of the

new comedy series Housos
(SBS1 Mondays at 10.00pm from

Artscape: Ballroom Rules (ABC1 Tuesday November 8 at 9.55pm) —
Anny Salerni takes Adrian and Grant through their paces.

November 7) its humour is based
on the unfortunate misconception
that working class people are funny
because of the way they talk, their
uncouth behaviour, their loose mor-
als, their criminal tendencies and
their pig ignorance. In other words,
it’s about the worst stereotypes of
lumpenproletariat who are presumed
to be funny because they are so
“outrageous™.

I found the concept of the pro-
gram offensive, a snide middle class
view of working class people.

n actual British farmer,

Jimmy Doherty, is the anchor
for a new series The Private Life Of:
(ABC1 Tuesdays from November
8 at 6.00pm) made for BBC2 that
reveals the hidden lives of farmyard
animals, beginning with chickens.
There are 16 billion chickens on
earth today and the program observes
that chickens have a very specialised
brain. One eye detects predators while
the other finds food. A chicken’s eye
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sees movement at double the speed of
humans. The program concludes that
we should pay these complex birds a
little more respect.

he subject of Cutting Edge

this week is Breaking Into
Europe (SBS1 Tuesday November 8
at 8.30pm), following economic refu-
gees from Afghanistan and Uganda as
they try to make their way into Britain
by way of Europe.

This is the story of the haves and
the have-nots, and how the have-nots
are trying to force the haves to share
the wealth that their country’s ruling
class has accumulated by exploiting
the have-nots of not just their own
country but the world.

It is a problem endemic to the
economic system called capitalism
and cannot be solved under that
system. Meanwhile, capitalism’s
inequalities continue to aggravate the
problem. And the poor of the Third
World are the principal losers.

id you know that gay and

leshian couples are forbid-
den from participating in the sport of
competitive ballroom dancing? It’s all
very well for Mr Bennett to threaten
his daughter Lydia with “Balls will
be out unless you stand up with one
of your sisters”, but apparently what
was considered chaste in Pride And

Prejudice is considered beyond the
pale by the organisers of ball room
dancing competitions in Australia.

Anny Salerni is the owner of
Melbourne’s only gay and lesbian
ballroom dancing studio, and is the
driving force behind the art of same-
sex ballroom dancing in Australia.
Anny has been threatened in the past
by the governing body for ballroom
dancing in Australia but she is deter-
mined to provide a safe space for her
students to dance.

This absurd situation is the sub-
ject of Artscape: Ballroom Rules
(ABC1 Tuesday November 8 at
9.55pm).

aths Of Glory (ABC2

Saturday November 12 at
8.30pm) remains a classic anti-war
film, lamenting the waste and the
moral corruption of the concept. It is
a good antidote to the gung-ho “King
and Country” approach of the RSL.
Kirk Douglas leads a consistently
excellent cast and Stanley Kubrick’s
crisp, clean direction is just right. As
Leonard Maltin says in his Movie
Guide: “[This] shattering study of
the insanity of war has grown even
more profound with the years; stun-
ningly acted and directed.” It makes
an interesting contrast to Breathing
Fire on Monday. &
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The Guardian
A tribute to our volunteers

This week we pay a special tribute to our contributors and
supporters without whom there would be no Guardian. We
rely on a small team of staff and a dedicated and loyal
group of volunteers and supporters.

The Guardian takes it name from the paper of the Victorian
Branch of the Communist Party of Australia which ran from
1939 to 1966, and continues the great tradition of the com-
munist press in the service of the working class. We aim to
inform our readers, to provide a Marxist analysis of local and
world developments, to support and build left and progressive
movements as well building the political alternative in Australia.

While we run with many issues that other alternative media
cover, we analyse them from a consistent class — working class
— perspective and promote alternative policies in the interests
of the working people and the planet.

From the planning stages at editorial meetings; to the
writing, taking of photos, editing, sub-editing, layout, proof-
reading; to the promotion, distribution and sale of the paper,
its placement on the Party’s Website; to our regular Guardian
sellers including Anne, Richard, Beryl, Alan, Peter, Tony, Maria,
Armador, George ...

A great deal of work goes into The Guardian every week.

Amongst the many voluntary contributions are Rob
Gowland’s regular columns, Worth Watching and Culture and
Life, Peter Mac’s weekly contributions and Peter Andrew’s
popular cartoon corner and Hans our proof reader. There are a
number of other frequent contributors including Richard Titelius,
Gerry Georgatos, Bob Treasure and Steve Katsineris. One of
the most popular sections of The Guardian is the Letters to the
Editor, and we express our appreciation to all who write in, in
particular our regular letter writers.

The distribution and sale of the paper relies heavily on Party
members and other supporters. Every Wednesday morning Silvia
and Themis are joined by others to wrap the papers for mail-
out to subscribers and Party organisations. The wrappers then
deliver them to the mail distribution centre. For decades Donna
managed the distribution, which is now handled by Jessica.

It is then up to our members and other volunteers to do
their paper rounds, sell the paper at rallies, meetings, on street
corners and stalls, wherever they can. Unfortunately, we do
not have the resources required for the paper to be distributed
through the newsagent network.

Our advertising is free, one way in which we support left and
progressive struggles, including promotion of the Communist
Party and its activities. We keep the price of the paper as low as
possible; it does not cover costs. The Press Fund is one means
by which we seek to raise additional revenue. We have a small
band of regular contributors, some of whom are pensioners
who we know dig deep. We pay tribute to every one of you
and urge other readers to make a contribution. If we cannot
pay the bills, we cannot produce a paper!

The Guardian needs to be available in every corner of
Auwustralian society. We need subscribers, sellers and promoters. If
you can think of anyway to promote The Guardian let us know.

Join our team!

Write a letter to the editor

Send us a story

Give us information

Send in photos

Take out a subscription if you do not have one

If you have a sub, increase your order to two and pass on
the second copy

Buy a subscription for a friend

Sell or promote The Guardian

Ask your local library, trade union or community organisa-
tion to take out a subscription

Send a contribution to the Press Fund

We also need translators from German to English.

If you can lend a hand, then contact the editor Tom Pearson
on 02 9699 8844, guardian@cpa.org.au or write to The Editor,
The Guardian, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010. If
you wish to assist with sales, contact the CPA office in your
state (See page below for details) or jessi@cpa.org.au.

We welcome your support! And we will do our best to
support you and your struggles. &

The process starts early on Wednesday
morning with Silvia and Themis affectionately
known as the “wrappers” with help from others,
prepare the Guardians for distribution to
subscribers and to the states.

Brisbane organised Guardian showbags and
distributed them for their mayday activities
during the Labour Day March.

supporters in Melbourne and Victoria early on a

Thursday morning.

Meanwhile in Sydney, Steve from the Port
Jackson Branch is busily putting up Guardians
on advertising barrels which are provided by
the City and Marrickville Councils.
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Tony inside the CFMEU offices in Adelaide
delivering the papers.
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