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Rally & protest
at CHOGM

Richard Titelius

Last week Queen Elizabeth Il com-
menced her 16th tour of Australia.
The tour will culminate in Perth where
she will open the proceedings of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM), October 28-30. In
the lead up to formal talks there will
be other forums involving unions and
some non-government organisations
through the Commonwealth Business
Forum, Commonwealth People’s
Forum, Commonwealth Youth Forum
and the Commonwealth Festival.

These forums are predominantly
designed to co-opt the institutions of civil
society as a distraction from the main
game of CHOGM,; the attempt to increase
privilege through the consumption and
production ethos of capital. This while
paying lip service to the real and pressing
needs of our time; the crisis of capitalism
as manifest in the global financial crisis,
climate change and growing shortages in
food, water and energy.

The global financial crisis, in particu-
lar, affects the working class and their
organisations as there is a diminishing
number of full time well paying unionised
jobs in the developed and undeveloped
world to provide sustainable incomes to
families and communities.

The tokenistic and self serving
responses to climate change such as
the carbon tax and emission trading
schemes in a number of countries will
also do nothing or very little to halt the
effects of climate change already evident
and impacting on the lives of millions
of working class families and their
communities.

Last September 17, as the effects
of the GFC caught up with the working
class in the developed parts of the world,
those who had been feeling helpless
and powerless began an occupation of
Wall Street, the financial epicentre of
capital. That occupation continues and
has spread to hundreds of other cities
around the globe.

In Sydney and Melbourne the occupa-
tions taking place in the financial districts
of these cities were abruptly ended by
police on the grounds that they were
breaching municipal camping by-laws
(see page 3).

Though the police actions of them-
selves were over the top for the breaking
up of a non-violent protest, what should
be uppermost in people’s minds is that
the police would rarely break up a protest
such as this without reference to their
political masters. This can also be seen in
the response by the municipal authorities
of New York when the police attempting
to break up the Occupation of Wall Street
decided not to.

In Perth the CHOGM Action Network
(chogmprotest.org) has held its final meet-
ing in preparation for a day of protest.
It included a brief on the oppressive
Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (Special Powers) Act 2011,
which contains provisions which extend
the APEC laws used in Sydney in 2007.
These will allow the police to refer
matters to the Corruption and Crime
Commission, the implementation of the
Stop and Search laws previously rejected
by WA’s own parliament in 2010.

It can be an offence for someone to
interfere with another person’s enjoy-
ment of a CHOGM event within a Core
Security area. This could be something as
banal as a protest being too loud!

The organisers of the CHOGM pro-
test are not deterred by the provisions of
this onerous legislation and continue to
stage a meaningful and assertive process
as an expression of our democratic and
human rights.

The presence of several Occupy Perth
members at the meeting showed that the
Anti-CHOGM protest now had a vehicle
with which to continue to press for action
on their demands beyond the scope of
the day of the protest. It was agreed that
following the rally the Occupy Perth
group would commence their occupation
of a selected site in the city. As workers
we must fight as an organised class for
our rights.

Workers and their unions will rally on
October 28, at 10am in Forrest Place, For
Justice and Climate Action not Racism
and War. The key demands are Aboriginal
Rights, End Mandatory Detention; Troops
out of Afghanistan and for Renewable
Energy. Oppose the agenda of the capital-
ist class at CHOGM and our federal and
state governments which seek to collude
with them and against the interests of the
people. &
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All out on November 5

All out on November 5 is the response to the brutal police crackdowns on the occupations in
Sydney and Melbourne. Obviously acting on political orders from above, police ended the two
week occupations in Melbourne on Friday October 21 and in Sydney in the early hours of Sunday
October 23. However, the many injustices that brought people onto the streets in the first place
have not gone away and activists are determined to come back bigger than ever with rallies
across Australia on Saturday November 5. See page 3.
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WTO: North versus South

Trade minister Craig Emerson is telling trade ministers within
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) that “the road is blocked” to
reaching agreement on the Doha round of negotiations. “... pretending
there is life in the Doha Round while watching it die is to surrender
to protectionism,” Emerson hypocritically said. He does not say who
blocked the road or squeezed life out of negotiations — the US, EU,
Japan, Australia and other rich nations — but proposes “a new path”
of multilateral and bilateral agreements on different issues outside
of the WTO.

The rich nations would no longer be obliged to negotiate a compre-
hensive package with all members of the WTO. They could cherry pick
the issues, exclude those who resist their demands and walk away from
existing commitments to make allowances for the specific developmental
needs of poorer nations. Emerson openly sides with the US, EU and
Japan, citing the critical state of their economies as they try to force
zero tariff regimes on third world countries. They have no intention
of making serous reductions in their own protectionist measures.

The WTO was formed in 2001 following the Uruguay Round
of negotiations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT). GATT focused on trade liberalisation of agricultural and
non-agricultural goods. During those negotiations, the developing na-
tions made many concessions with the promise that the next round of
negotiations would be on development, including the further opening up
of agricultural and industrial markets by developed countries. Forget
the promises. Throughout the Doha Round they have been stood over,
bullied and subjected to all the dirty tricks in the book to remove any
remaining restrictions on the entry of foreign investors and imports.

But this time the North has not got its way. Greater recognition
by third world countries (the South) of the need to unite and critical
support from China have thwarted attempts by the rich countries (and
monopoly capital) to include services and foreign direct investment
under WTO rules. WTO-style trade liberalisation has proven disastrous
for third world countries, impoverishing millions more people; adding
many highly educated young people to the ranks of the unemployed;
widening the gaps between rich and poor; forcing people off the land
and not surprisingly contributing to the political unrest we are now
witnessing. Non-oil exporters such as in North Africa and West Asia
have been hit really hard.

The Brazilian ambassador Roberto Azevedo, at a WTO meeting
in April, expressed the frustration of the South saying that if the de-
veloped countries’ view that developing countries have to make even
more concessions prevails, “then we have not reached the end-game,
we have reached the end of the game.”

There are strong similarities between the WTO negotiations and
the North’s sabotage of climate change negotiations under the Kyoto
Protocol. The Protocol is based on the principle of differential treat-
ment — the particular developmental needs of developing countries
and particular responsibilities of developed countries as the major
contributors to climate change to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The North has reneged on their commitments, instead demanding
that developing nations make substantial cuts to the detriment to their
future development. The third world nations stood united in defence
of their rights and the planet while Australia played a prominent role
in undermining the Kyoto Protocol and trying to set up an alternative
agreement.

Once again, faced with the unity of the South and its refusal to
capitulate, the Australian government on behalf of the US is playing
a leading role in finding another path to achieve their goals. The main
targets are China, India and Brazil who are not prepared to surrender
their sovereignty or jeopardise their future economic development. The
US and EU, in particular, with their ailing economies, will continue
to do all in their power to combat the ascendancy of third world
competitors.

Despite all the damage the WTO has done, many poorer nations are
relying on the success of the Doha Development Agenda to gain access
to agricultural and other markets in the US, Europe and Japan. For
them the collapse of the Doha round with its promise of a Development
Agenda will be a big blow.

The Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America dem-
onstrates that there are other avenues than the WTO/neo-liberal
globalisation model. The initiative of Venezuela, it is a model for
regional economic integration based on a vision of social welfare,
bartering and mutual economic aid, and a greater role for govern-
ment and the public sector.
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PRESS FUND
Viewers of last week’s Canberra Press Cub address on ABC TV
were astounded to hear Allan Jones, right-wing Sydney radio
shock-jock, launch into a fire and brimstone attack on the coal
mining industry’s activities, particularly in country areas. Liberal
and National Party MPs in the audience were visibly aghast at
this amazing deviation from Jones’ usual ultra-conservative line.
How the political landscape in Australia is changing! Jones’ speech
could almost have been written for The Guardian. We may indeed
publish it, but in the meantime we ask for your contributions to
the Press Fund, which will allow us to continue covering this really
important issue. Many thanks to this week’s contributors for their
Very generous support:

A Attard $50, GMH workers $58, Anton Hill $20, Sam Matsos $20,
Northern Branch $3, “Round Figure” $17, Connie Villano $20, F
Vouros $212, Mark Window $10

This week’s total: $410 Progressive total: $13,190

US celebrities ask Obama
for return of René to Cuba

René Gonzélez speaks to his wife on the phone shortly after being released from prison.

A letter, part of the Actors and
Avrtists United for the Freedom of
the Cuban 5 campaign, has been
sent to President Obama calling for
the safety and immediate return of
one of the Cuban 5, René Gonzélez,
to Cuba.

Gonzélez was arrested in 1998
and sentenced to 15 years of imprison-
ment on conspiracy to act as a non-
registered foreign agent. On October
7 Gonzalez was released after serving
his sentence, but a South Florida
district judge denied his return to
his homeland. “Not only is the order
to serve an additional three years of
parole in the US extraordinary and
punitive, it is the kind of gratuitous
insult that further aggravates the
unnecessary tension between the US
and Cuba. It only adds injury to insult
that the separation of this family be
extended for another three years,”
states the letter.

During René Gonzalez’s 13 years
in federal prison, the US government
denied his wife Olga Salanueva,
entry visas to visit him. The letter to
President Obama points out that if
Gonzalez remains in the US, his life
will be in danger from organisations
whose entire mission is premised on
the violent overthrow of the Cuban
government. The actors and artists
ask President Obama; “How, sir, can
Mr Gonzalez’s safety be ensured in

the middle of an environment that
generates so much insecurity?”

President Obama recently made
a statement that he is open to new
relations with Cuba. In the letter the
actors and artists responded, “Please
know that allowing René Gonzalez to
be reunited with his wife, daughters
and parents in Cuba would be the kind
of humane gesture that would set the
stage for just such a development.”

Actor Mike Farrell reacting when
he heard the news said, “I pray that
President Obama understands the
injustice that has been done to René
Gonzélez and others of the Cuban 5
in the name of political gamesman-
ship. There is no benefit to the United
States in the continued persecution
of these men, there is only harm. Mr
Gonzalez has served a wrongful sen-
tence and should now be allowed to
rejoin his family rather than be subject
to continued persecution, harassment
and serious danger by being forced to
remain, during his period of parole,
among those who wish him harm.
If political retribution is allowed to
pervert the justice system, what hope
is there for our society?”

US actors and artists signed on
to the letter include: Edward Asner,
Jackson Browne, Peter Coyote, James
Cromwell, Hector Elizondo, Mike
Farrell, Richard Foos, Max Gail,
Danny Glover, Elliott Gould, Si Kahn,

Greg Landau, Francisco Letelier, Esai
Morales, Michael O’Keefe, Bonnie
Raitt, Susan Sarandon, Pete Seeger,
Betty, Stanley K. Sheinbaum, Andy
Spahn and Haskell Wexler.

The group was formed in
September, 2010, on the 12th anniver-
sary of the incarceration of Gerardo
Hernandez, Antonio Guerrero,
Fernando Gonzalez, René Gonzélez
and Ramon Labafiino,

Actors and Artists United for the
Freedom of the Cuban 5 sent a letter
to President Obama asking for their
release. In April, 2011, they sent a let-
ter to former president Jimmy Carter
commending him for his recent visit
to the island, calling for improved
relations with Cuba and for the release
of the Cuban 5. This campaign,
co-chaired by actors and activists
Danny Glover and Ed Asner is part
of the International Committee for the
Freedom of the Cuban 5’s projects,
which advocate for the release from
US prisons and safe return home for
these five men, known in their country
as heroes for preventing acts of ter-
rorism against Cuba.

For more information on Actors
and Artists United for the
Freedom of the Cuban 5 visit
the International Committee’s
website at thecuban5.org &

“Anticommunism won’t pass!”
Statement of Communist and Workers’ parties

In the post-Soviet Union era the
anti-communist hysteria is in full
swing again. On the eve of the
anniversary of the Soviet power
execution in Moscow in 1993 a
court in Kazakhstan has suspended
the activity of the Communist
Party.

Aridiculous pretext has been
found by the ruling regime to actu-
ally ban the Communist Party of
Kazakhstan (CPK).A number of
party activists have been subjected
to police persecution. One of the
leaders of regional party organisa-
tions Nurijash Abdrimova was sen-
tenced to a heavy fine only because

she dared to address the workers of
the KasMunaiGas company who
went on strike.

Suspension of party activity
is yet another act of outrageous
tyranny on the part of Kazakhstan
authorities. The semi-monarchic
Nazarbaev regime cannot toler-
ate the only opposition force in
the country, which works for class
awareness, courageously struggles
against mass dismissals and impov-
erishment of the working people
and consistently fights for friend-
ship among nations.

Before that the parliament
of Georgia adopted a law on

persecution which says that former
CPSU and Young Communist
League members, as well as former
employees of Soviet Union institu-
tions, are banned from occupying
state positions and teaching in the
universities.

We, workers and communist
parties from around the world,
express our solidarity with the
Communist Party of Kazakhstan
and the United Communist Party
of Georgia. We resolutely con-
demn the barbaric and cave-age
anticommunism of the powers in
Kazakhstan and Georgia!

Signed by 31 Parties. &
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All out on November 5

Denis Doherty &
Dr Hannah Middleton

Despite all the babble from govern-
ment about Australia missing out
on the recession, Australians are
suffering every day at the hands of
the corporations and the financial
sector which hold dominant eco-
nomic and political power.

In Europe and elsewhere austerity
measures have been imposed on work-
ers, pensioners and the poor while
the banks are bailed out, billionaires
are let off scot-free, and CEOs get
bonuses despite their woeful manage-
ment of their companies.

Where is the justice in the Qantas
boss getting $5 million while he
refuses to negotiate with workers
fighting for decent pay and working
conditions?

What else is the move by the
O’Farrell’s Liberal NSW government
to restrict salary rises for teachers,
nurses, fire fighters and other public
service workers to 2.5 percent than
an austerity measure?

Capitalism is designed to look
after the rich, the small percentage
(1%) while the rest of the people (the
99%) struggle to survive.

The 99% in Australia and around
the world have had enough and they
are saying so in loud and clear voices.
They have had enough of poverty,
hunger, unemployment, corporate
greed, war, racism and environmental
destruction.

They have had enough of the
capitalist system.

The impact of capitalism on peo-
ple’s lives is reflected in occupation
slogans like:

“End Corporate Greed”, “Put
Bankers On Trial”, “We Won’t Pay
for Your Crisis”, “Sorry for the
Inconvenience — We are Fixing the
System” and “The 1% Broke It -
Now Fix It”.

Lazy and biased, the corporate
media dismisses the movement,
declaring that the occupiers don’t
know what they are protesting
about or that they don’t have one
demand.

But capitalism causes so much
suffering as it penetrates every aspect
of life in its hunger for profit that a
hundred different demands would not
be enough.

In Australia, corporate power
was responsible for undermining the
mining tax. Australians do not share

in the mining boom as profits go to
companies overseas.

Public assets are stolen by pri-
vatisation by both Liberal and Labor
governments. Service goes down and
prices go up.

The majority of the people want
Awstralia out of Afghanistan but those
in power ignore their voices.

While many genuine needs in the
community go begging such as public
health, housing and education, there is
no cut in money spent on the military
at over $70 million a day.

Victoria

In Melbourne the police moved
into the City Square after fencing off
the people camped there. They isolat-
ed and then arrested and hauled away
people who refused to move. Police
trashed the area and bashed or pepper
sprayed anyone who got in their way.
Almost 100 arrests were made. Most
were released with no charge.

Tweeters and others swung into
action and supporters came rushing
in, including some workers from
building sites. The crowd swelled. The
intersection of Swanson and an other
street was blocked for most of the day.

The occupiers moved to Trades
Hall where they regrouped and

prepared for a march to the offices
of major corporations. When they
came out of the building they found
themselves and the Trades Hall sur-
rounded by police.

The occupiers have vowed to
continue protesting.

“The occupation movement is an
expression of solidarity with all the
people of Australia and the world
who have had their resources stolen
by major corporations and financial
institutions”, said Andrew Irving,
Victorian State Secretary of the CPA.

“The Melbourne occupation is
very closely linked to similar occupa-
tions in other states of Australia and
overseas.”

The Victorian CPA sent a reso-
lution of condolence for the trade
unionist Killed in Greece during recent
protests against the Greek govern-
ment’s austerity measures.

In Sydney

A happy crowd swelled the
seven-day occupation of Martin Place
near the Reserve Bank for a show
of support on Saturday October 22.
Speakers, music and public debate
occupied the crowd’s attention.
Everywhere people were debating
issues.

There was union support with
an MUA sausage sizzle providing
free food and encouragement to the
occupiers and their supporters.

Communist Party of Australia
members were out in force with a
leaflet arguing that the problems
people face are not caused by indi-
vidual greed but are inherent in the
capitalist system.

“Capitalism can’t be reformed.
Capitalism has never met the needs
of the people and creates massive
worldwide suffering. There is no
choice but to change the system. A
socialist direction is what is needed”,
the CPA leaflet said.

The buoyant mood was shat-
tered at 4.45am the next morning
as police mounted a brutal eviction
of all those camped at Martin Place.
People were bashed and thrown into
police vehicles and their belongings
thrown into garbage trucks. Around
40 people were arrested and then
later released.

The occupiers moved to another
city park and on Sunday evening
held an open meeting to discuss the
way forward. They decided to build
for a better and stronger action on
November 5.

Beginning with Occupy Wall
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Street, there are now occupations
at well over 1,000 sites around the
world.

The statement “we are the 99%”
reflects an understanding of unfairness
of the capitalist system and the power
of the people united.

People’s consciousness is growing
and the beginnings of a significant
mass movement that has the poten-
tial to bring about real change can
be seen.

The CPA leaflet says: “The
occupy movement reflects the com-
mon interests of many who are feeling
the dire consequences of corporate
globalisation. The varied social forces
must be brought together to fight this
struggle in a unified way ...

“We believe that a broad coali-
tion of left and progressive forces
will be strong enough to stand up to
the power of the corporations and
be capable of changing the direction
of politics in Australia, and taking
steps to redistribute the country’s
vast wealth.

“The CPA will be part of that
struggle for a new type of government
and for the development of a socialist
system where people will be placed
first.” &
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Employer offensive

spreads to waterfront

Bob Briton

A massive push is on against
effective union participation in
collective bargaining and to put
individual statutory workplace
agreements back on the political
agenda. Over recent weeks The
Guardian has carried extensive
coverage of the disputes between
Qantas management and almost
its entire workforce as the airline
moves to cut 1,000 jobs in Australia
and to drive down pay and condi-
tions for its remaining employees.

The company’s tactics have hurt
the travelling public, the workers
who produced this year’s bumper
profit and the image of the once
iconic national carrier. But it’s not a
case of one corporate management
turned feral — there is a co-ordinated
attack underway against sectors of
the workforce where unions have
maintained a strong presence and
defended workers’ rights in their
respective industries.

The fight back by workers has
been has been magnificent but the
mood in the strategic company board-
rooms remains bellicose. A piece
by Mark Skulley in The Australian
Financial Review (AFR) last week
captured the sentiment well. It was
entitled “Bosses fight for their rights”
and gave a long list of disputes cur-
rently underway across the country,
particularly on the waterfront. The
author fancifully claims the core issue
in the various disputes is defence of
business’ decision-making prerogative
against a union offensive into that
territory. Truth is stood on its head.

Stevedores dig in

The waterfront disputes covered
by the AFR article reads like a cata-
logue of the companies involved in
the anti-union campaign. Enterprise
bargaining negotiations with Patrick
Stevedores have dragged on for well
over a year with the company stick-
ing doggedly to a proposal based
on speedup. DP World — the biggest
stevedoring company in the country
— is run by the Dubai royal family,
which built a cosy relationship with
the administration of George W Bush
as it pushed into US ports. Dubai was
where Patrick Stevedores trained its
scab workforce for the vicious attack
on the Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) in the big waterfront dispute
in 1998.

They’ve put significant reductions
in conditions for wharfies on the table
along with a CPI wage increase and
won’t budge. The union has protected
action ballots currently under way in
all the DP World terminals around
the country — Adelaide, Fremantle,
Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney.

POAGS is the largest bulk and
general stevedoring company in the
country. It is currently headed up
by Chris Corrigan whose anti-union
credentials were shown during the
1998 dispute. Enterprise agreement
negotiations with the company and
the MUA have been underway since
January.

The company has adopted the
strategy of separating all the differ-
ent 14 sites involved in enterprise
agreements and to negotiate them
separately rather than under an
umbrella of a single national negotia-
tion. Management wants to do site-
by-site agreements that undermine
the bargaining power of the union,
particularly in smaller ports. The
company has put on the table a 2.5
percent wage rise along with a range
of claims that will significantly reduce
the conditions and quality of life of
workers affected.

The union, after reaching a
stalemate with the company whose
representatives maintained a bellig-
erent stance during the negotiations,
has committed to take protected
action as is its right under the Act.
Notification of the action has been
given at the ports of Bunbury in WA
and in Melbourne.

Workers locked out,
scabs deployed

The MUA in Melbourne put in
place bans and limitations restricting
the number of shift start times. There
is a completely unreasonable number
of start times across the bulk and
general stevedoring industry, which
makes it difficult for workers in the
industry to plan their family and
social life. When the bans were put
in place in Melbourne, the company
put heavies on the gate who asked
workers to sign a form declaring
they will not engage in any industrial
action (including protected action)
and if they don’t sign they are refused
entry to the site. POAGS has thereby
locked out its Melbourne workforce.
Corrigan is back to his old tactics.

The bans are in place until
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Poet Kembla wharfies and supporters during the 1998 Patrick dipute.

Wednesday so the Melbourne POAGS
members are effectively locked out
until then. The MUA has lodged a
48-hour stoppage over the weekend.
In a provocative act, POAGS have
mustered their supervisors and site
managers to scab on the workers. Last
Thursday they scabbed on waterfront
workers in a steel ship with unquali-
fied workers and have put out a state-
ment to the industry that says they are
going to continue to use management
scabs to work cargo on the waterfront
in Melbourne.

The Guardian spoke with MUA
assistant national secretary, Warren
Smith, who expressed grave concerns
at the reckless action of the company,
which suffered two worker fatalities
last year. He noted that there is “a
management culture of bullying and
harassment, particularly of union del-
egates. MUA members working on the
waterfront are skilled and productive.
These companies are making consid-
erable profits and all the members are
asking for is a fairer share of the fruits
of their labour,” Warren said.

“It’s extremely concerning that
POAGS would use unqualified,
unskilled labour to scab on members
of the union. They are quite clearly
engaged in a political campaign with a
range of other employer organisations.
These companies aren’t interested in
reaching amicable agreements; they’re
interested in using industrial relations
disputation as a battering ram to bring
back WorkChoices, which they sadly
miss and which they would dearly like
to see resurrected.” &

Plastic makers demand
a better workplace

Low paid migrants working
at a plastic manufacturer in
Melbourne’s south, have created a
better-paid, fairer and safer work-
place after securing their site’s
first Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union (AMWU) collec-
tive agreement.

The workers, who make pot
plants, snorkels and other plastic
products for Palamont Rotor in
Dandenong, joined the union on
mass one year ago, after the com-
pany tried unsuccessfully to push
individual contracts. Site delegate
Anil Mannapperuma said despite
attempts by management to thwart
union activity, workers remained
determined to improve conditions.

“We wanted job security and
better rights. We had a lot of bully-
ing, there was favouritism and our
hourly rate wasn’t very high. They
(management) could push us any-
way they liked.

“As soon as we joined they
sacked three guys without notice.”
Despite fears of reprehension, Mr
Mannapperuma urged workers to
stick together.

“| said to the guys ‘Being

together is the only way to win this
situation. If you break up, they will
crush us anyway they want. Once
we sign their agreement we will
have no rights.””

With the assistance of AMWU
regional organiser, Craig Kelly, the
workers took their plan for collec-
tive action to Fair Work Australia
after the company refused to recog-
nise the AMWU.

Mr Kelly said the united front
shown by workers sent a clear mes-
sage to management.

“They were a collective and
they were ready to exercise their
strength. The members made it
clear to the company they would be
facing not one or two union activ-
ists - but every union member on
site.”

Following an extended period
of negotiation between the compa-
ny’s management and the AMWU,
major improvements on the wages
and conditions were won.

As well as a pay rise of 14
percent over three years, the mem-
bers significantly improved their
long service leave and redundancy
entitlements (two weeks per year of

service) and a new clause providing
a pay-out of all sick leave after ten
years of service.

But the major win for members,
according to Mr Mannapperuma,
came through the development of a
fairer and safer workplace.

“With the AMWU we now have
a structure where all bullying issues
that arise are quickly addressed.
Before, bullying between superi-
ors and workplace was a common
occurrence.”

He said health and safety
was now an integral part of the
workplace.

“We now have trained five
health and safety delegates to
oversee the standards. \We’ve also
identified and removed the use of
chemicals that weren’t suitable or
safe for the workplace.”

Craig Kelly said he couldn’t be
happier with the result achieved at
Palamont.

“It’s heartening because we’re
always trying to convince new
shops to take the step and join on
mass. This is a shining example of
that. It reaffirms our beliefs.” &
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Ombudsman forced to resign —
for doing his job

Peter Mac

Last week the Commonwealth
Ombudsman Allan Asher resigned,
after it was revealed that he had
supplied Greens Senator Sarah
Hanson-Young with a list of ques-
tions for her to ask him during a
parliamentary estimates inquiry
in May.

Asher was accused of improper
conduct by members of the govern-
ment, including government Senator
John Faulkner, and opposition
Senators Eric Abetz and Barnaby
Joyce.

Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon
agreed that public servants should
not telegraph questions to senators,
but that the incident should just be
treated as a learning experience.

Greens leader Bob Brown
described Asher as “feisty, intelligent
and very public-minded”, and accused
the government and opposition of
having carried out a vendetta against
him. He declared: “Mr Asher is a
decent, hard-working ombudsman
being persecuted for not taking the
government and opposition line in
selectively punishing asylum seekers
who come to Australia by boat.”

So was Asher right in deciding
to resign? He certainly didn’t have
to. The Ombudsman is appointed as
a statutory independent officer within
the Department of Prime Minister
and Cabinet. The office-holder can
only be removed by a joint sitting of
both houses of federal parliament.
lan Watt, head of the Department,
reprimanded Asher but did not request
his resignation.

Asher resigned because his
relationship with the government
had become toxic, as a result of his
sending the email. However, the bit-
ter reactions of the government and
opposition to his actions were not
prompted primarily by Asher’s clan-
destine tactics, but by other factors.

The real “offence”

The Ombudsman reviews the
operations of the federal agencies,
and investigates complaints made by
people who feel they have suffered
at the hands of government.

Asher took this job very seri-
ously. In 2009-10 his office inves-
tigated 4,489 complaints. Last year
the Ombudsman’s reports included
a scathing review of Cenrelink’s
work practices, as well as reports
on defence, taxation and overseas
students.

The ombudsman has a defined
responsibility for reviewing the
treatment of immigration detainees.
His office produced a damning report
on the Christmas Island detention
centre, and he briefed concerned
parliamentarians on the issue,
including Senator Hanson-Young, a
strong campaigner against the asylum
seeker policies of the government
and opposition.

Asher’s list of questions con-
cerned the extra funding needed to
deal with appeals by asylum seekers.
The funding level for these appeals
was set in 2008 when 100 asylum
seekers arrived, but now almost
5,000 are being held in detention.

Asher complained openly that the
only way he could raise matters of
concern with the government was via
the parliamentary estimates inquiry.

In notable contrast to other con-
servatives, Tony Abbott took Asher’s
side in this respect. He commented:
“... it says something about the dys-
function at the heart of the govern-
ment that a senior statutory officer
feels it necessary to get questions
asked of himself in estimates, rather
than simply being able to approach
the government in the normal way.”

The government’s reluctance to
listen was in part attributable to the
failure of its proposal to forcibly
transport asylum seekers to indefinite
detention in Malaysia. The High
Court decided the scheme was ille-
gal under the current Migration Act
because Malaysia is not a signatory
to the UN Refugee Convention, so
the government couldn’t guarantee
the safety of the transported asylum
seekers.

The government may now have
to deal with legal action from asy-
lum seekers who were transported
to Nauru or Papua New Guinea’s
Manus Island by the former Howard
government, because neither of those
two countries were signatories to the
Convention either.

On top of this, the government
found itself facing the demands of
an ombudsman for extra funding,
to enable more asylum seekers to
make official complaints about their
treatment. To add insult to injury,
while formally replying to Senator
Hanson-Young’s questions Asher
gave a damning description of the
conditions and prospects faced by
detainees.

The Immigration Minister lis-
tened with sullen hostility. Asher had
become a thorn in the government’s

All welcome.

side. The subsequent revelation
that he had scripted the questions
enraged the government, but also
gave it the perfect opportunity to get
rid of him. Moreover, it allowed the
government to score points off the
Greens, whose coalition partnership
the government accepts of necessity
but bitterly resents.

Outrage and hypocrisy

There are some ironies in this
saga of unwelcome questions. For a
start, during covert operations of fed-
eral police, which the Ombudsman is
required to review, a law officer may
(within limits) “engage in conduct
that might otherwise constitute an
offence”, and get away with it. Asher,
on the other hand, engaged in a minor
subterfuge to the extent of breaking
unwritten parliamentary etiquette,
but lost his job because of it.

Moreover, what he did amounted
to little more than organising some
“Dorothy Dix” questions, a common
practice of federal governments.

And finally, Asher appears to
have fallen because he took the
description of his role as “independ-
ent” at face value. Public servants
are obliged to help the government
implement its policies. The ombuds-
man’s responsibilities, on the other
hand, involve defending the public
against abuse of power by govern-
ments, so the Ombudsman must act
independently of government.

Asher could have formally and
openly briefed Senator Hanson-
Young so she could write her own
questions. However, just to make
sure they hit the target, he wrote them
himself and emailed them. It was
this ill-advised tactic that allowed
the government to force him out of
office. He appears to have believed
that because of his independent role
he didn’t have to worry about his
emails being intercepted.

While delivering his apology
he expressed a willingness to brief
MPs about the Ombudsman’s role
and work. Senator Faulkner snarled
in reply that Asher appeared not to
have learnt the lessons of his actions.

The “lesson” seems to be that the
Ombudsman should shut up and not
make too many waves, even though
that’s what the official job statement
specifies. The thorough and outspo-
ken Allan Asher didn’t lose his job
because he did it badly, but because
he did it too well. &

Sydney

Celebrate the
October Revolution
with us!

Invitation to all CPA members and friends to join with the
members of Sydney Central Branch of the Communist
Party of Australia in celebrating the Anniversary of the

Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917.

BBQ Lamb Spit Roast

1:00 pm onwards
33 Levey St, Chippendale

- Saturday November 5

Donation $20
($10 concession for pensioners, children and unemployed).

Refreshments available.

Enquiries phone Tom 02 9699 8844 or Natasha 02 9699 9617.

Licensed clubs have highly exaggerated financial losses as a
result of proposed changes to curb compulsive gamblers. Clubs
Australia agreed to support a trial of compulsory pre-set lim-
its on pokies after it was disclosed that the estimated drop in
gaming revenue would be 10 to 20 per cent which is half the
figure publicly cited by Clubs Australia. Independent senator
Nick Xenophon said the exposure of the estimate showed the
pokies industry was in a “deliberately dishonest campaign of mis-
information about poker machine reforms”. The industry was also
thinking about how to get around proposed restrictions on the
use of ATMs at pokie venues. The suggested tricks were to place
ATMs outside venues and even use mobile ATMs in carparks.

Drug tests for workers are a hot potato issue. Fair Work
Australia endorsed drug and alcohol testing for Victoria’s build-
ing workers and it was welcomed by employer group the
Master Builders Association of Victoria which claims that anec-
dotal evidence pointed to widespread problems with drugs
and alcohol in Victoria’s industry. That opinion was not shared
by Harm Reduction Victoria and the Australian Injecting and
lllicit Drug Users League who argue that compulsory test-
ing would be enormously harmful and counterproductive.
They point out that there were privacy issues, the high cost of
testing and the possibility of driving people underground if
they have a habit and pushing them towards harder drugs.
Spokesperson from Harm Reduction Victoria said that many
in the drug treatment sector question the value of drug testing
and prefer to see a focus shifted to health outcomes. The con-
struction union, the CFMEU, has a long-standing opposition to
mandatory drug-testing and prefers a co-operative approach.

The latest report of the Australian Commission on Safety and
Quiality in Health Care shows that serious mistakes and adverse
events have fallen from 183 to 134 incidents (in both public and
private hospitals). Very serious incidents resulting in death or per-
manent injury dropped from 79 in 2005-06 to 10 in 2009-10. There
were 44 cases of surgical instruments or other material left behind
in patients which required a second operation. Hand-washing in
hospitals led to a 30 percent drop in drug-resistant golden staph
infections. However, hospital doctors need to lift their game as
far as hand cleaning compliance. Hospital doctors registered a
52.4 percent rate compared to nurses who averaged 75 percent.

Beyondblue CEO Dawn O’Neil resigned her position after bully-
ing complaints against Jeff Kennett, the chairman of Beyondblue.
Beyondblue raises awareness of mental illness and depression
in the community. Bullying at work is a serious issue and needs
to be treated with the seriousness it deserves. Kennett, a former
ultra-conservative Victorian premier, has a high-profile posi-
tion and he has a responsibility to make sure that Beyondblue
is also beyond reproach as far as work practices there go.
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Truth and falsehood In Syria

Jeremy Salt

As insurrection in Syria lurches
towards civil war, the brakes
need to be put on the propaganda
pouring through the Western
mainstream media and accepted
uncritically by many who should
know better. So here is a matrix
of positions from which to argue
about what is going on in this
critical Middle Eastern country:

1. Syria has been a mukhabarat
(intelligence) state since the redoubt-
able Abdal Hamid al Serraj ran the
intelligence services as the deuxieme
bureau in the 1950s. The authoritarian
state which developed from the time
Hafez al Assad took power in 1970
has crushed all dissent ruthlessly.
On occasion it has either been him
or them. The ubiquitous presence of
the mukhabarat is an unpleasant fact
of Syrian life but as Syria is a central
target for assassination and subversion
by Israel and Western intelligence
agencies, as it has repeatedly come
under military attack, as it has had a
large chunk of its territories occupied
and as its enemies are forever looking
for opportunities to bring it down, it
can hardly be said that the mukhabarat
is not needed.

2. There is no doubt that the bulk
of people demonstrating in Syria
want peaceful transition to a demo-
cratic form of government. Neither
is there any doubt that armed groups
operating from behind the screen of
the demonstrations have no interest
in reform. They want to destroy the
government.

3. There have been very big dem-
onstrations of support for the govern-
ment. There is anger at the violence of
the armed gangs and anger at external
interference and exploitation of the
situation by outside governments
and the media. In the eyes of many
Syrians, their country is again the
target of an international conspiracy.

4. Whatever the truth of the
accusations made against the security
forces, the armed groups have killed
hundreds of police, soldiers and
civilians, in total probably close to
1,000 at this stage. The civilian dead
include university professors, doc-
tors and even, very recently, the son
of the Grand Mufti of the Republic.
The armed gangs have massacred,
ambushed, assassinated, attacked
government buildings and sabotaged
railway lines.

5. Bashar al Assad has a strong
base of personal popularity. Although
he sits on top of the system it is mis-
leading to call him a dictator. The sys-
tem itself is the true dictator. Deeply
rooted power in Syria — entrenched
over five decades — lies in the military
and intelligence establishment, and to
a lesser degree in the party structure.
These are the true sources of resist-
ance to change. The demonstrations
were Bashar’s opportunity to pass on
the message, which he did, that the
system had to change.

6. In the face of large scale
demonstrations earlier this year the
government did finally come up with a
reform program. This was rejected out
of hand by the opposition. No attempt
was even made to test the bona fides
of the government.

7. The claim that armed opposi-
tion to the government has begun only
recently is a complete lie. The killings
of soldiers, police and civilians, often
in the most brutal circumstances,
has been going on virtually since the
beginning.

8. The armed groups are well
armed and well organised. Large
shipments of weapons have been
smuggled into Syria from Lebanon
and Turkey. They include pump

action shotguns, machine guns,
Kalashnikovs, RPG launchers, Israeli-
made hand grenades and numerous
other explosives. It is not clear who is
providing these weapons but someone
is, and someone is paying for them.
Interrogation of captured members of
armed gangs points in the direction
of Saad al Hariri’s Future Movement.
Hariri is a front man for the US and
Saudi Arabia, with influence spreading
well beyond Lebanon.

9. Armed opposition to the regime
largely seems to be sponsored by
the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood.
In 1982 the government ruthlessly
crushed an uprising initiated by the
Brotherhood in Hama. Many thou-
sands died and part of the city was
destroyed. The Brotherhood has two
prime objectives: the destruction
of the Baathist government and the
destruction of the secular state in
favour of an Islamic system. It is
almost palpably thirsting for revenge.

10. The armed groups have strong
support from outside apart from
what is already known or indicated.
Exiled former Syrian Vice President
and Foreign Minister, Abdul Halim
Khaddam, who lives in Paris, has
been campaigning for years to bring
down the Assad government. He is
funded by both the EU and the US.
Other exiled activists include Burhan
Ghalioun, backed by Qatar as the
leader of the “national council” set
up in Istanbul. Ghalioun, like Abdul
Halim Khaddam, lives in Paris
and like him also, lobbies against
the Assad government in Europe
and in Washington. Together with
Muhammad Riyad al Shaqgfa, the
leader of the Muslim Brotherhood
in Syria, he is receptive to outside
“humanitarian intervention” in Syria
on the Libyan model (others are
against it). The promotion of the
exiles as an alternative government
is reminiscent of the way the US
used exiled Iraqis (the so-called Iragi
National Congress) ahead of the inva-
sion of Iraq.

11. The reporting by the Western
media of the situations in Libya and
Syria has been appalling. NATO inter-
vention in Libya has been the cause
of massive destruction and thousands
of deaths. The war, following the
invasion of Irag, is yet another major
international crime committed by the
governments of the US, Britain and
France. The city of Sirte has been

often made in the name of human
rights organisations based in Europe
or the US. Numerous outright lies
have been told, as they were told in
Libya and as they were told ahead of
the attack on Irag. Some at least have
been exposed. People said to have
been killed by state security forces
have turned up alive. The brothers
of Zainab al Husni claimed she has
been kidnapped by security forces,
murdered and her body dismem-
bered. This lurid account, spread by
Al Jazeera and Al Arabiyya amongst
other outlets, was totally false. She
is still alive although now, of course,
the propaganda tack is to claim that
this is not really her but a double. Al
Jazeera, the UK Guardian and the
BBC have distinguished themselves
by their blind support of anything
that discredits the Syrian government.
The same line is being followed by
the mainstream media in the US. Al
Jazeera, in particular, having distin-
guished itself with its reporting of
the Egyptian revolution, has lost all
credibility as an independent Arab
world news channel.

13. In seeking to destroy the

failed thanks to Russian and Chinese
opposition) to introduce an extensive
program of sanctions through the UN
Security Council. No doubt it will
try again and depending on how the
situation develops, it may try, with
British and French support, to bring
on a no-fly zone resolution opening
the door to foreign attack. The situa-
tion is fluid and no doubt all sorts of
contingency plans are being devel-
oped. The White House and the State
Department are issuing hectoring
statements every other day. Openly
provoking the Syrian government,
the US ambassador, accompanied by
the French ambassador, travelled to
Hama before Friday prayers. Against
everything that is known about their
past record of interference in Middle
Eastern countries, it is inconceivable
that the US and Israel, along with
France and Britain, would not be
involved in this uprising beyond what
is already known.

15. While concentrating on the
violence of the Syrian regime, the
US, European governments (espe-
cially Britain) have totally ignored
the violence directed against it. Their

Their country is being driven towards

a sectarian civil war, perhaps foreign

intervention and certainly chaos on an
even greater scale than we are now seeing.

bombarded day and night for two
weeks without the Western media
paying any attention to the heavy
destruction and loss of life that must
have followed. The Western media
has made no attempt to check reports
coming out of Sirte of the bombing
of civilian building and the killing of
hundreds of people. The only reason
can be that the ugly truth could well
derail the whole NATO operation.
12. In Syria the same media has
followed the same pattern of misre-
porting and disinformation. It has
ignored or skated over the evidence
of widespread killings by armed
gangs. It has invited its audience to
disbelieve the claims of government
and believe the claims of rebels,

Syrian government the Muslim
Brotherhood has a goal in common
with the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia,
whose paranoia about Shia Islam
reached fever pitch with the uprising
in Bahrain. WikiLeaks revealed how
impatient it was for the US to attack
Iran. A substitute target is the destruc-
tion of the strategic relationship
between Iran, Syria and Hizbullah.
The US and the Saudis may want to
destroy the Alawi-dominated Baathist
regime in Damascus for slightly dif-
ferent reasons, but the important thing
is that they do want to destroy it.
14. The US is doing its utmost to
drive Syria into a corner. It is giving
financial support to exiled leaders of
the opposition. It has tried (and so far

own infinitely greater violence, of
course, in Libya, Irag, Afghanistan
and other places, doesn’t even come
into the picture. Turkey has joined
their campaign against Syria with rel-
ish, going even further than they have
in confronting the Syrian regime. In
the space of a few months Turkey’s
“zero problem” regional policy has
been upended in the most incho-
ate manner. Turkey eventually lent
its support to the NATO attack on
Libya, after initially holding back.
It has antagonised Iran by its policy
on Syria and by agreeing, despite
strong domestic opposition, to host
a US radar missile ‘defence’ instal-
lation clearly directed against Iran.
The Americans say its data will be

shared with Israel, which has refused
to apologise for the attack on the Mavi
Marmara plunging lIsraeli-Turkish
relations into near crisis. So from
“zero problems”, Turkey now has a
regional policy full of problems with
Israel, Syria and Iran.

16. While some members of the
Syrian opposition have spoken against
foreign intervention, the “Free Syrian
Army” has said that its aim is to have
a no-fly zone declared over northern
Syria. A no-fly zone would have to be
enforced, and we have seen how this
led in Libya to massive infrastructural
destruction, the killing of thousands of
people and the opening of the door to
a new period of Western domination.

17. If the Syrian govern-
ment is brought down, every last
Baathist and Alawi will be hunted
down. In a government dominated
by the Muslim Brotherhood the
status of minorities and women
would be driven backwards.
18. Through the Syria Accountability
Act, and through sanctions which the
EU has imposed, the US has been try-
ing to destroy the Syrian government
for 20 years. The dismantling of uni-
fied Arab states along ethno-religious
lines has been an aim of Israel’s for
decades. Where Israel goes, the US
naturally follows. The fruits of this
policy can be seen in Iraq, where an
independent state in all but name has
been created for the Kurds and where
the constitution, written by the US,
separates Irag’s people into Kurds,
Sunni, Shi and Christian, destroying
the binding logic of Arab nationalism.
Irag has not known a moment’s peace
since the British entered Baghdad in
1917. In Syria ethno-religious divi-
sions (Sunni Muslim Arab, Sunni
Muslim Kurd, Druze, Alawi and
various Christian sects) render it
vulnerable in the same way to the
promotion of sectarian discord and
eventual disintegration as the unified
Avrab state the French tried to prevent
coming into existence in the 1920s.

19. The destruction of the Baathist
government would be a strategic
victory of unsurpassed value to the
US and lIsrael. The central arch in
the strategic relationship between
Iran, Syria and Hizbullah will have
been destroyed, leaving Hizbullah
geographically isolated, with a hostile
Sunni Muslim government next door,
and leaving Hizbullah and Iran more
exposed to a military attack by the US
and Israel. Fortuitously or otherwise,
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the “Arab spring” as it has developed
in Syria has placed in their hands a
lever by which they may be able to
achieve their goal.

20. It is not necessarily the case
that a Muslim Brotherhood-dominated
government in Egypt or Syria would
be hostile to US interests. Wanting
to be seen as a respectable member
of the international community and
another good example of “moderate”
Islam, it is likely and certainly pos-
sible that an Egyptian government
dominated by the Brotherhood would
agree to maintain the peace treaty with
Israel for as long as it can (i.e. until
another large scale attack by Israel on
Gaza or Lebanon makes it absolutely
unsustainable).

21. A Syrian government domi-
nated by the Muslim Brotherhood
would be close to Saudi Arabia and
hostile to Iran, Hizbullah and the Shia
of Iraq, especially those associated
with Mugtada al Sadr. It would pay
lip service to the Palestine cause and
the liberation of the Golan Heights
but its practical policies would be
unlikely to be any different from the
government it is seeking to destroy.

22. The Syrian people are entitled
to demand democracy and to be given
it, but in this way and at this cost?
Even now, an end to the killing and
negotiations on political reform is
surely the way forward, not violence
which threatens to tear the country
apart. Unfortunately, violence and not
a negotiated settlement is what too
many people inside Syria want and
what too many governments watching
and waiting for their opportunity also
want. No Syrian can ultimately gain
from this, whatever they presently
think. Their country is being driven
towards a sectarian civil war, perhaps
foreign intervention and certainly
chaos on an even greater scale than
we are now seeing. There will be no
quick recovery if the state collapses
or can be brought down. Like Iraq,
and probably like Libya, looking at
the present situation, Syria would
enter a period of bloody turmoil that
could last for years. Like Iraq, again,
it would be completely knocked
out of the ring as a state capable of
standing up for Arab interests, which
means, of course, standing up to the
US and Israel.

23. Ultimately, whose interests
does anyone think this outcome would
serve? &

An American invasion of

Africa Is under way

John Pilger

On October 14, President Barack
Obama announced he was sending
United States special forces troops
to Uganda to join the civil war
there. In the next few months,
US combat troops will be sent to
South Sudan, Congo and Central
African Republic. They will only
“engage” for “self-defence”, says
Obama, satirically.

With Libya secured, an
American invasion of the African
continent is under way.

Obama’s decision is described
in the press as “highly unusual” and
“surprising”, even “weird”. It is
none of these things. It is the logic
of American foreign policy since
1945.

Take Vietnam. The priority
was to halt the influence of China,
an imperial rival, and “protect”
Indonesia, which President Nixon
called “the region’s richest hoard
of natural resources ... the greatest
prize”.

Vietnam merely got in the way;
and the slaughter of more than three
million Vietnamese and the devas-
tation and poisoning of their land
was the price of America achieving
its goal.

Like all America’s subsequent
invasions, a trail of blood from
Latin America to Afghanistan and
Iraq, the rationale was usually “self
defence” or “humanitarian”, words
long emptied of their dictionary
meaning.

In Africa, says Obama, the
“humanitarian mission” is to assist
the government of Uganda defeat
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA),
which “has murdered, raped and
kidnapped tens of thousands of

men, women and children in central
Africa”.

This is an accurate description
of the LRA, evoking multiple atroc-
ities administered by the United
States, such as the bloodbath in the
1960s following the ClA-arranged
murder of Patrice Lumumba, the
Congolese independence leader and
first legally elected prime minister,
and the CIA coup that installed
Mobutu Sese Seko, regarded as
Africa’s most venal tyrant.

Obama’s other justification also
invites satire. This is the “national
security of the United States”. The
LRA has been doing its nasty work
for 24 years, of minimal interest
to the United States. Today, it has
few than 400 fighters and has never
been weaker.

However, US “national securi-
ty” usually means buying a corrupt
and thuggish regime that has some-
thing Washington wants. Uganda’s
“president-for-life” Yoweri
Museveni already receives the
larger part of US$45 million in US
military “aid” — including Obama’s
favourite drones. This is his bribe to
fight a proxy war against America’s
latest phantom Islamic enemy, the
rag-tag al Shabaab group based
in Somalia. The RTA will play a
public relations role, distracting
Western journalists with its peren-
nial horror stories.

However, the main reason the
US is invading Africa is no dif-
ferent from that which ignited the
Vietnam war. It is China.

In the world of self-serving,
institutionalised paranoia that justi-
fies what General David Petraeus,
the former US commander and now
CIA director, implies is a state of
perpetual war, China is replacing

Lord’s Resistance Army soldiers, Sudan.

al-Qaeda as the official American
“threat”.

When | interviewed Bryan
Whitman, an assistant secretary of
defence at the Pentagon last year,

I asked him to describe the cur-
rent danger to America. Struggling
visibly, he repeated, “Asymmetric
threats ... asymmetric threats”.
These justify the money-laundering
state-sponsored arms conglomerates
and the biggest military and war
budget in history. With Osama bin
Laden airbrushed, China takes the
mantle.

Africa is China’s success story.
Where the Americans bring drones
and destabilisation, the Chinese
bring roads, bridges and dams.
What they want is resources, espe-
cially fossil fuels. With Africa’s
greatest oil reserves, Libya under
Muammar Gaddafi was one of
China’s most important sources of
fuel.

When the civil war broke out
and NATO backed the “rebels” with
a fabricated story about Gaddafi
planning “genocide” in Benghazi,
China evacuated its 30,000 workers
in Libya. The subsequent UN secu-
rity council resolution that allowed
the West’s “humanitarian interven-
tion” was explained succinctly in a
proposal to the French government
by the “rebel” National Transitional
Council (NTC), disclosed last
month in the newspaper Liberation,
in which France was offered 35
percent of Libya’s gross national oil
production “in exchange” (the term
used) for “total and permanent”
French support for the NTC.

Running up the Stars and
Stripes in “liberated” Tripoli last
month, US ambassador Gene Cretz
blurted out: “We know that oil is

the jewel in the crown of Libyan
natural resources!”

The de facto conquest of Libya
by the US and its imperial partners
heralds a modern version of the
“scramble for Africa” at the end of
the 19th century.

Like the “victory” in Iraq, jour-
nalists have played a critical role
in dividing Libyans into worthy
and unworthy victims. A recent UK
Guardian front page carried a pho-
tograph of a terrified “pro-Gaddafi”
fighter and his wild-eyed captors
who, says the caption, “celebrate”.
According to General Petraeus,
there is now a war “of perception...
conducted continuously through the
news media”.

For more than a decade the US
has tried to establish a command on
the continent of Africa, AFRICOM,
but has been rebuffed by govern-
ments, fearful of the regional ten-
sions this would cause. Libya, and
now Uganda, South Sudan and
Congo, provide the main chance.

As WikiLeaks cables and the
US National Strategy for Counter-
terrorism reveal, American plans for
Africa are part of a global design
in which 60,000 special forces,
including death squads, already
operate in 75 countries, soon to be
120. As Dick Cheney pointed out in
his 1990s “defence strategy” plan,
America simply wishes to rule the
world.

That this is now the gift of
Barack Obama, the “Son of Africa”,
is supremely ironic. Or is it? As
Frantz Fanon explained in “Black
Skin, White Masks”, what matters
is not so much the colour of your
skin as the power you serve and the
millions you betray. &
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Unfolding a plot:

Mossad at work

Ismail Salami

Despite its evidently make-believe
facade, the cooked-up story of the
Saudi envoy assassination plot does
not seem to be something which
can be easily banished from the
minds of the American powers
that be.

The heat over Iran in the US
government is growing rapidly.
Some Republican congressmen have
expressed their interest in waging an
all-out war against Iran, a threat they
keep refreshing every time they have
an excuse. They have clearly stated
that Washington should not dismiss
the idea of resorting to military force
against Iran, an idea which is being
strengthened in Congress.

“l don’t think you should
take it off the table,” Michigan
Representative Mike Rogers, chair-
man of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, has said.

It is quite natural that he was
vehemently supported by the former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
Senator John McCain, who have
always maintained an antagonistic
approach towards Iran.

Hawkish Gingrich said on CNN,
“Our goal should be the replacement
of the Iranian dictatorship, and we
have done nothing of consequence to
systematically undermine the regime.”

The US government keeps
preaching at others and talking
of dismantling this or that regime
which they term as “dictatorial” or
“sponsor of terrorism”. Now that
the lot has fallen to the US govern-
ment itself, they are at a loss and
appear despondently desperate. The
implosive voice that is eroding the
American system from within cannot
be easily smothered or contained.
Therefore, the US has to find a way
to divert international attention from
what is going on in the country and
zoom in on lIran. This can be one
simple reason but it is very plausible.
However, a bigger scenario is at work

in collaboration with the Mossad and
other intelligence services.

Soon, Washington’s political
equation was abruptly disturbed when
a top ISI (Pakistan intelligence) offi-
cial revealed that the man involved
in the alleged assassination plot of
the Saudi envoy Adel al-Jubeir had
received forged documents from
Mossad.

“The accused man [Mansour
Arbabsiar] received fake 1D docu-
ments from Mossad three months
ago,” the Pakistani Urdu-language
Ummat Daily quoted the Inter-
Services Intelligence officer as saying
on condition of anonymity.

According to the Pakistani intel-
ligence expert, the man in question
was slated to carry out an operation
codenamed Foss Fling for the notori-
ous Israeli intelligence agency.

In parallel with this appalling rev-
elation, The Independent ran a story
about Adam Werritty, an unofficial
“chief of staff” to British Defence
Minister Liam Fox, his best man and
former flat mate who accompanied
him on a number of official visits
and virtually made all his decisions
and even held top level meetings.
Things went wrong though when
it became manifest that he had in
February arranged a meeting between
Fox and senior Mossad operatives at
a security conference taking place in
Herzliya, near Tel Aviv, where they
discussed effective plans to overthrow
the “Iranian regime”.

Werritty was said to have regu-
larly met Iranian anti-government
groups, Israeli operatives and right-
wing US groups with an overwhelm-
ing interest in destabilising President
Ahmadinejad and overthrowing the
Islamic government.

According to the report, Werritty
had travelled to Iran on several occa-
sions and held secret meetings with
opposition groups with the express
intention of expediting the fall of
the Islamic government in Iran.
Interestingly, M16 was informed of

his connections and debriefed him
after he returned from overseas trips.

Werritty was financially backed
by murky sources such as Bicom, an
Israeli advocacy organisation based
in the UK. Bicom which stands
for Britain Israel Communications
Research Centre is in fact a front
organisation based in London tasked
with security and intelligence activi-
ties as well as promotion of Zionism.

Apart from garnering support for
the Zionist regime among Britons,
the office also serves as a bridge
between Mossad and MI6. The CEO
of the office, Lorna Fitzsimons, a
former MP, is noted for her constant
support for the Zionists. She used to
be a member of the campaign group,
Labour Friends of Israel (LFI). It is
basically a lobby group promoting
Zionism within the British Labour
Party in particular and in Britain, in
general. And Werritty is an influential

member of the organisation and a
highly regarded agent for Mossad.

These postulations aside, there
has recently emerged an interesting
piece of information about a second
person held on suspicion of involve-
ment in the alleged plot. The infor-
mation reveals a man named Gholam
Hussein Shakouri who is closely
connected with the fabricated prime
suspect. Shakouri, who is a cousin
of Mansour Arbabsiar, is reportedly
a member of the MKO, a notorious
anti-Iranian terrorist organisation now
based at the Ashraf camp in Irag and
strongly supported by the US govern-
ment although the organisation has
been widely designated as a terrorist
organisation.

The MKO man has travelled to a
number of countries with many fake
IDs, including forged Iranian pass-
ports. He was last seen in Washington
and at Camp Ashraf, where MKO

members are based. MKO has more
than 3,000 members at the camp.
Members of the group have been
involved in several assassination and
sabotage activities in Iran.

The loosely-structured assassina-
tion plot is part of an extensive espio-
nage and sabotage network supported
and co-funded by Mossad and CIA.

The marriage of the pernicious
intelligence agencies, including MI6,
in trying to sabotage and cripple
the Islamic government indicates
a diligently wrought out plan over
many years and one which has been
heavily funded.

In the final analysis, what seemed
at first to be a simplistic effort by
the US to corner Iran into political
isolation has begun to branch out
into ramifications of Kafkaesque
proportions.

Information Clearing House &

Police evict Occupy Berlin

Tim Steinhelfer

The Left Party has come out
against the police eviction of dem-
onstrators occupying the Reichstag
lawn. The Reichstag is the historic
building from which the German
parliament operates.

It was the building the Nazis
set on fire so they could heap
blame on the German communists.
When Berlin was divided between
East and West, the Reichstag sat
on the western side, but right on
the border, near the Brandenburg
Gate, overlooking the central
section of the part of Berlin that
served as capital of the German
Democratic Republic, or East
Germany. Although West Berlin
was not legally a part of the Federal
Republic of (West) Germany, the
West Germans provocatively flew
their flag atop the Reichstag build-
ing so it could be viewed daily by
the people on the eastern side of the
wall.

Over 5,000 demonstrators took
to the streets of Berlin on October
15, the global day of action in sup-
port of the worldwide Occupy Wall
Street movement.

Around 11 pm local time,
police used pepper spray to evict
around 300 demonstrators who had
set up tents on the lawn in front of
the historic Reichstag building.

Katja Kipping, leader of the
Left Party’s 76-member Bundestag
caucus, explains, “I can’t under-
stand the eviction. The protest for
more democracy belongs in front
of the Bundestag.” She called the
Occupy Berlin movement “a logi-
cal consequence” of the “continu-
ous practice of the vast majority of
Bundestag representatives to make
laws against the interests of the vast
majority of the people.”

The Left has been struggling to
push a national minimum income
through the Bundestag as well as a
five percent annual surtax on wealth
over US$1 million. Germany
remains one of the few European
nations with no national minimum
wage.

Master contracts covered
over 90 percent of the German
workforce in the early 1990s, but
over a third of the nation’s work-
ers are now left uncovered by the
historic labour law. According to
the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, the

percentage of low-income earners
(defined as those working at an
hourly wage less than two thirds
the national median hourly wage)
has risen by over 70 percent over
the past decade. The weakening
of trade unions and the govern-
ment’s reluctance to institute wage
protections has led to an increased
poverty rate, which threatens the
sustainability of Germany’s social
welfare system.

Germany was one of the first
countries in Europe to respond pos-
itively to the demand by workers
that there be a decent social welfare
system. Significant gains were
made in that direction under Otto
von Bismarck, 130 years ago.

According to economists
Gerhard Bosch and Claudia
Weinkopf at the University of
Duisberg, real income for the low-
est quarter of earners has sunk by
14 percent over the past decade
while the highest quarter has seen
an increase in actual income.

According to the economists’
20009 study, the wealth disparity in
Germany is moving in the direc-
tion of that in the United States
— a situation necessitating swift

government action — including the
institution of a national minimum

wage.
Demonstrators carrying hand-
made signs stating, “We are the
99%,” “Abolish Capitalism” and
“Every three seconds a human
being starves — because of your
greed,” vowed to keep up demon-
strations in solidarity with the dis-
tressed working class worldwide.

“When the people come out in
these temperatures to demonstrate
peacefully for their rights, then it
is the responsibility of their politi-
cians to bring them hot drinks and
seek to understand their concerns,
not to evict them.” Kipping vowed
that her party will bring the dem-
onstrators’ rights directly to the
Bundestag floor.

People’s World &
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Amidst global Occupy
movement, Chilean students

show the wa

WT Whitney

A wave of outrage at market,
banker rule circles the world.
Protesters target wage and pension
cuts in Europe, money power in the
United States, and young people
left behind everywhere. In Europe,
unemployment for those under 25
averages 25 percent, in Spain 43.6
percent. Huge British and Italian
student demonstrations protested
tuition hikes last year. Recent
US college graduates joining the
Occupy Wall Street movement tell
of poor job prospects and heavy
debt loads.

Chilean students are giving les-
sons to the global movement. Building
over five months and relying upon
collective decision making, students
there have moved from immediate
demands to an overall critique of
Chile’s dominant political-economic
system, a legacy of the Pinochet dicta-
torship. They’ve created alliances with
labour unions, indigenous groups, and
social movements.

Hundreds of thousands demon-
strated repeatedly over weeks, and
with schools occupied and absen-
teeism on the rise, students carried
out a general strike on August 25,
in collaboration with labour. The
government of right-wing president
Sebastian Pifiera began negotiations
with student leaders. Issues students
put on the table included free, high
quality education for all, national
rather than local control of schools,
and education as a matter of right,
not money.

University education in Chile is
the most privatised in Latin America.
Families and students cover almost
85 percent of charges levied for
attendance at Chilean universities.

Tuition and student debt loads are
spectacularly high.

Negotiations failed, serving only
to provoke minor criticism of student
leaders as compromisers and to offer
brief hope to students worried about
losing scholarships and a year of
school credits. The student movement
responded by returning to the streets
nationwide on October 7, only to be
met with police repression; 250 were
arrested in Santiago. The government
is considering new laws criminalising
student demonstrators. Partnering with
the main Chilean labour federation,
students launched a general strike on
October 18-19.

For several months, they’ve
called for constitutional changes and
the abolition of an electoral system
that pushes political parties into two
coalitions. During the talks, student
negotiators returned to larger issues
affecting all of society. Education
for all would be funded through tax
reforms and copper industry nationali-
sation. In that vein, they joined with
the Association of Chilean Teachers
to organise a non-binding national
plebiscite.

On October 7-9, 90 percent of
the 1.5 million people taking part
answered “yes” to four questions: Do
you agree the state should guarantee
a free, quality education? Do you
agree the government should take
back control of schools? Do you agree
with prohibiting public funds used to
support educational profiteering? Do
you agree with the use of binding
plebiscites to resolve fundamental
national problems?

Student leader Giorgio Jackson
highlights the students’ new role as
protagonists. Writing for Le Monde
Diplomatique, Jackson says the “cen-
tral axis is the inequality dominating

Protesters try to get into the Chilean Senate headquarters as a police officer blocks the entrance in Santiago, Chile.

in Chile that enabled us to arouse
latent discontent.” He explains: “From
initial demands of access to education,
its financing, and democratisation,
we have arrived at a clear citizens’
demand for constitutional changes ...
the process deepened and together
with citizens we began to deal with
basic problems. We didn’t enter into
a constitutional discussion at first ...
That required an educational proc-
ess [and] that’s perhaps our major
success.”

Chilean students are setting an
example in Latin America. All over
Colombia on October 12 some half
million students, joined by teach-
ers, marched in support of public
education. They faced murderous
police violence. For whatever rea-
son, Colombian victims of poverty,
displacement, and political repres-
sion have yet to manage such an
outpouring.

Students in the Dominican
Republic, joined by teachers’ groups
and others, demonstrated repeatedly in
October against a new national budget
spending less than two percent of the
gross national product on public edu-
cation. The law requires expenditure
of at least four percent.

Speaking recently of the Chilean
students, Bolivian Vice President
Alvaro Garcia Linera affirmed that,
“Their demand of education as a
collective right ... brings us into
the old Marxist discussion of usage
value versus exchange value. Does
education have value as use, some-
thing required by humans to satisfy
necessities? Young people fighting
for education ... are struggling for a
new universe.”

Whatever the students’ aspirations
may be, and their example, the nation-
wide mobilisation October 18-19
provoked the state’s heavy hand. Prior

to an outpouring of at least 200,000
demonstrators — the police said 20,000
— President Pifiera had announced
resort to the State Security Law dat-
ing from the Pinochet dictatorship.
Police waded into crowds with water
cannons and tear gas, utterly failing,
said student leaders, to distinguish
between masses of peaceful and
locally authorised protesters and
bands of hooded thugs. Ultimately,
373 marchers were arrested and thirty
or so wounded.

Additionally, the government
recently announced the draft of 57,793
18-year-olds for obligatory military
service. From that number, far in
excess of the usual call-up, the army
would select 11,340 new soldiers. The
intention, say critics, is to intimidate
and to cut into the ranks of student
protesters.

People’s World &

Freeport strikers face titanic

WT Whitney

PT Freeport’s mine in Indonesia
produces three million pounds
of copper and 5,000 ounces of
gold every day. Since September
15, 8,000 strikers there have cost
the parent corporation, Freeport
McMoRan Gold and Copper
(FMGC) daily revenue losses worth
US$20 million due to production
having fallen by 20 percent.

Phoenix-based FMGC, the
world’s largest mining company,
recently posted US$1.37 billion in
second quarter profits. The mine
itself, occupying 632,000 acres in
Grasberg, West Papua, ranks first
in the world for profits and gold
production, second for copper pro-
duction, and first for reduced costs.
In addition to the striking full time
mineworkers, the mine employs
some 3,000 staff workers and
10,000 contract workers.

The strikers, earning between
US$1.50 and US$3.50 an hour,
insist on wages comparable to
FMGC counterparts in Africa,
Europe, South America, and the
United States. Workers at FMGC’s
Cerro Verde copper mine in Peru

have been striking for an 11 percent
wage increase since September 29.

The mineworkers, belonging to
the Confederation of All-Indonesian
Workers Labour Union (SPSI),
launched a weeklong strike in July
that ended with company promises
to study worker demands. The
strikers this time rejected both a
government-suggested 25 percent
wage increase and a 22 percent
hike offered by EMGC. With nego-
tiations breaking down, the union
extended the strike set for a month
to mid November.

The strikers first demanded
US$17.50 per hour as a minimum
wage and US$43 as top wage, later
modifying their expectations to
US$12.50 and US$32 respectively.
A union spokesperson recently sig-
nalled acceptance of a US$7.50 per
hour minimum wage. Strikers want
healthcare coverage and educational
services for their children.

PT Freeport threatens to fire
striking workers and has imported
“replacement workers,” who along
with apprentices work 12-hour
days. The labour ministry issued
an opinion on October 12 that
dismissal of striking workers and

recruitment of replacements are
illegal. A court decision is pending.

Strikers have blocked mine
access roads. SPSI chairperson
Sudiro narrowly escaped being shot
on September 11. Strikers incensed
at replacement workers arriving at
their barracks fought the police on
October 10. In the fracas, one strik-
er was killed and eight wounded.
Amnesty International responded by
asking the Indonesian government
to investigate. President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono has called for
apprehension of perpetrators.

Accusations of human rights
abuses, directed at thousands of
national troops and police stationed
in the remote area have proliferated
over many years. With US financed
arms, they’ve targeted a separatist
insurgency in the region. In league
with paramilitaries, they also pro-
vide security for PT Freeport, paid
for by the company.

Worker grievances could
reignite separatist longings, says
academician lkrar Nusa Bakti.
Quoted by the Jakarta Post, he
asked “Freeport be more transpar-
ent in its operations.” That may be
asking a lot: the government owns

forces

almost 10 percent of PT Freeport
shares. FMCG is Indonesia’s larg-
est single taxpayer, having paid
US$12.8 billion since 1992 includ-
ing US$1.4 billion so far this year.
The corporation pays only 1.0
percent and 1.5 percent respectively
as gold and copper royalties despite
legal requirements of 3.75 and 4
percent, respectively. The govern-
ment’s fending off of international
criticism directed at Freeport’s hor-
rific environmental record demon-
strates an attitude of subservience
to the corporation. Tailings at the
Grasberg mine have damaged 25
square kilometres of rainforest, and
according to a 1996 international
report, over three billion tons of
waste are releasing noxious chemi-
cals into river systems.

To upset the Freeport applecart
could run counter to historic US
government priorities going back
to the tenure of former Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger. As a
Harvard University professor,
Kissinger was advising internation-
al corporations, among them FMCG
predecessor Freeport Sulfur. In
1965, Kissinger allegedly arranged
with future Indonesian dictator

Suharto for Freeport to be able to
develop its Papua copper and gold
mine.

Later that year in Indonesia
a CIA fostered massacre began
to unfold of a million or so
Communist Party activists and sup-
porters. For Time Magazine, it was
“the West’s best news in years.”
In 1967, Suharto, now the govern-
ment head, awarded Freeport Sulfur
access to 250,000 acres of land in
West Papua for its mine. Indigenous
residents were forcibly removed.

On December 6, 1975,
Kissinger and President Gerald
Ford visited Jakarta where they are
alleged to have given Suharto the
go-ahead for Indonesia’s invasion
the next day of newly independent
East Timor. Up to 100,000 East
Timorese soldiers and civilians
were killed.

Beginning in 1989, FMCG paid
annual fees of over US$500,000
to Kissinger Associates for
Washington lobbying. From
1995-2001 Kissinger served on
the FMCG Board of Directors at
a US$30,000 annual salary. He
remains as a majority stockholder.
People’s World &
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Island states and
international politics

Australia is very unhappy with
Russia at the moment. The rea-
son — it is providing South Pacific
states with aid in exchange for
diplomatic recognition of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia. Tuvalu has
set up formal ties with both South
Ossetia and Abkhazia much to the
ire of Georgia (which lost these
territories during the 2008 war).
Georgian leaders recently made
a trip to New Zealand to complain
about Russia and also had talks with
Mr Marles, Labor’s Parliamentary
Secretary for Pacific Island Affairs
in the federal government. Well, tiny
Pacific states are finding it difficult to
survive and it is an open secret that
they often use their status as inde-
pendent states to support big players
in international politics. Australia
should not be really surprised because
it has been doing the same for years.

One only has to recall interesting
voting results in the United Nations as
far as Israel is concerned or when the
lifting of Cuban blockade is discussed.
More often than not there is a Pacific
nation voting with the US in favour
and the rest of the world against. As
they say, what goes around comes
around.

Awustralia can play a very posi-
tive role in the region which feels
threatened by the climate change by
treating even the tiniest of states with
the respect every sovereign country
deserves — not just telling them what
to do and what not to do.

T Southern
Brisbane

What Jesus would
come back to

Imagine the Bible written by and
for Australians, One of the stories
in it would go: This rich bloke
went up to Jesus and said “What
should I do to get on side with you,
sport?” Jesus replied “Well first
give all yer dough to the battlers”.
Well the rich bloke didn’t like this
one bit. He went off muttering
something about this Jesus must
be a commo.

This and other stories in the
Bible show that real Christianity is
completely incompatible with capital-
ism. How would Gina Reinhart react
to being told to give all her dough to
the battlers?

Another part of the Bible says
“Lay not up treasure on earth” — tell
that to the mining corporations. St
John’s Gospel says “Let not the rich
man oppress you”.

Knowing all this made watch-
ing the Jesus Camp on the ABC
even more frightening. The sight of
children being brainwashed and sub-
jected to mass hysteria, being told that
climate change didn’t matter because
Jesus is coming back. So what is he
coming back to?

And holding up George Bush as a
cult figure, forgetting that his policy
of continuous war contradicts, Jesus
saying “Blessed are the peacemakers”.

The anti abortionists had their
say, but not a word about the 600,000
Iraqgi children killed when Christian
America invaded their country.

The program was about America,
but we have our evangelicals too. We
have Christian Democrats in State
Parliament in NSW. So it is clear that
any threat of a religious dictatorship
is posed not by Islam but by Christian
Fundamentalism. There are fewer of
them in Australia but their distorted
ideas are held just as fervently.

The question occurs to me — is
the left doing enough to counter this
rubbish? We should be exposing the
fact that these are the false prophets,
the Anti-Christ?

If they are not stopped we will be
thrown back to the ignorance of the
Middle Ages.

Ron Barrett
Sydney

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING T0 SAY?
UWhite a letter to the Editor

At Libya’s gravest
hour, where was the
left?

Firstly, I wish to condemn, in the
strongest terms, the despicable,
cowardly murder of our anti-impe-
rialist brother, Colonel Muammar
Gaddafi, by the pack of heyenas
and jackals who pose as “rebels”.
I have never felt as sickened and
enraged as when | saw brother
Gaddafi’s final moments in the
hands of these merciless thugs. Yet
it says more about the decaying
state of imperialism that it would
willingly employ the dregs and
filth of Libyan society to carry out
imperialism’s grand plans.

As for what constitutes the “left”
in this country, a more weak and vac-
illating coterie you could ever meet.
At Libya’s gravest hour, as she heroi-
cally defied imperialism’s Nazi-like
blitzkrieg, as she required the utmost
support from her anti-imperialist
brethren in the imperialist heartlands,
the silence was deafening. Where
were the mass rallies supporting
Gaddafi’s awe-inspiring resistance?

Where was the condemnation from
the “left”, where was support from the
union and peace movements?

Gillard, with blood dripping from
her hands, declared Colonel Gaddafi’s
assassination and the destruction of
a sovereign, legitimate government,
gleefully as “an historic day”!

Colonel Gaddafi has now
entered the pantheon of immortal,
anti-imperialist martyrs, such as
Patrice Lumumba, Salvador Allende,
Slobodan Milosevic, who laid down
their lives, rather than surrender
to the robber-barons of imperialist
banditry. They went to their deaths
with heads held high, and remain as
teachers to us all.

The barbarians and butchers may
have ended brother Gaddafi’s life, but
they never extinguish his undying
fight against imperialist slavery. His
heroism in these last seven months
will only inspire me further to destroy
imperialism, and bring forth the tri-
umph of communism.

Long live brother Gaddafi! Long
live Libyan resistance!

Mark Window
SA
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Death
In Libya

So Muammar Gaddafi, former
leader of Libya, is dead at the
hands of NATO and its “Libyan
rebel army”, an army armed,
financed and to an extent manned
by NATO itself. There were of
course plenty of Libyans who
eventually joined the NATO-
backed opposition, especially when
it became clear that they had the
greater firepower and would be the
winning side.

But these “rebels” also included
US, British and French special forces,
as well as fighters from the armed
forces of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.
And let us not forget the formidable
contribution of the US, British and
French air-forces, responsible for the
deaths of many thousands of Libyan
soldiers and civilians.

In fact, Colonel Gaddafi was leav-
ing Sirte in a convoy of several dozen
vehicles according to the French
Defence Minister Gerard Longuet,
when the convoy was fired on by
at least one French Mirage fighter-
bomber, bringing the convoy to a
stop. The NATO forces then directed
“rebel” ground troops to the stationary
convoy and Gaddafi was captured,
brutalized and then shot dead.

In the US, President Obama lazily
congratulated the US itself for the
killing of Gaddafi, but then seemed
to realise that such direct endorse-
ment might suggest that the US had
had some involvement in devising
and carrying out the whole invasion
of Libya, so he hastily tacked on a
“congratulations to the people of

Libya” too. He was unable to keep
from gloating over the destruction
of a regime which had defied the US
and US oil companies for decades.

By insisting that the oil giants
paid a reasonable fee for the oil they
got out of Libya, the Gaddafi gov-
ernment had set a bad example for
other oil producers, and by spending
that oil revenue on public welfare
projects (like health care) it had set
a bad example for other US client
state governments. And, worst of
all, it had made deals to sell oil to
the Russians and the Chinese, acts
that were unmistakably hostile to
US “strategic interests”. Clearly, it
had to go.

Gaddafi had led the national
democratic revolution in Libya in
1969 that overthrew the country’s
“Royal family”. The royals fled to
London where they had salted away
some of their spare loot just in case
the locals at home ever got restive
and decided to remove the royal boot
from their collective neck. When they
did, and Gaddafi with other progres-
sive and pro-socialist officers ousted
the royals, the latter were decidedly
miffed. Not surprisingly, the over-
throw of Gaddafi’s government has
been welcomed by the present “Crown
Prince”, Muhammad al-Senussi,
who announced from London that
Gaddafi’s death was “a victory for
peace, freedom and reform” in his
homeland.

“Reform” is such an ill-used word
these days, don’t you think? Both
Howard and Gorbachov were big on
“reform”, and we know how progres-
sive they were, in their apparently
different but ultimately identical ways.

And isn’t it funny the way all roy-
al families today are such dedicated
proponents of democracy? If they
really supported democratic rights
wouldn’t you think they’d abdicate
in favour of a democratic republican
government?

Meanwhile, US President Obama
took the opportunity to once again
seek to justify the US/NATO war on
Libya: “Faced with the potential of
mass atrocities, and a call for help
from the Libyan people, the United
States and our friends and allies
stopped Gaddafi’s forces in their
tracks.” Apparently, the bombing of
Libyan civilians who were deemed

A

Muammar Gaddafi.

too supportive of Gaddafi, was not
considered a “mass atrocity” — at least
by the US and NATO.

Mixing a stiff upper lip with
crocodile tears, Britain’s Foreign
Secretary William Hague declared
that his country does not approve of
“extrajudicial killing” but will not
mourn Gaddafi.

Responding to journalists’ ques-
tions, Hague said it was wrong to
speculate about exactly what hap-
pened despite British television sta-
tions showing video of a bloodied
Gaddafi alive and walking as he
was being manhandled by Libyan
fighters shortly before his death was
announced.

Western news sources have iden-
tified not only NATO special forces
units among the Libyan “rebels”, but
also elements of Al-Qaeda and units
of the CIA. The brutal murder of
Gaddafi before he could defend his
regime in a court of law is typical of
these right-wing elements: compare
the similar murders of Che Guevara,
or Najibullah in Afghanistan, or
numerous others.

Echoing the self-congratulatory
tone of all imperialist governments
over the elimination of a troublesome
“non-aligned” state, French Foreign
Minister Alain Juppe said France is
“proud” to have helped bring free-
dom to Libya, referring to the role
of French forces in NATO action in
the North African country during the
seven-month conflict there.

“It’s the beginning of a new
period, of democracy, freedom and
the rebuilding of the country.

“France is proud to have helped
the Libyan people,” he added. Of
course, he neglected to mention that
the country wouldn’t need rebuild-
ing if it hadn’t been for French,
British and US bombers! And these
are the people who always maintain
that Communists advocate “violent
revolution”.

Senior US Senator John McCain,
a man who is close to the oil lobby,
said the death of Muammar Gaddafi
marks the end of “the first phase”
of Libya’s revolution and (signifi-
cantly) called for closer ties between
Washington and Tripoli.

Meanwhile the victorious “rebels”
rejoiced over the deaths of their
enemies: “We have taken revenge.
Let him go to hell,” said one. “We did
it! We did it!” chanted others against
a backdrop of intense celebratory
gunfire. “We finished Gaddafi and
his people,” said fighter Ali Urfulli.

The leaders of European imperial-
ism also rejoiced: “I am happy | will
be visiting a country fully liberated
from a dictator who has imposed his
iron fist for more than 40 years. Now
Libya can truly turn the page,” says
European Parliament president Jerzy
Buzek, who will begin a visit Libya
on Saturday.

And, the death of Muammar
Gaddafi marks the “end of an era of
despotism”, European Union president
Herman Van Rompuy said in Brussels.

More down to Earth and also
more accurate, is a comment posted
by “Thalidomide” on the Internet:
“NATO’s coup d’état is now complete
and the oil companies can breathe
easier and get a better deal from the
new gang of thugs.” &



The Guardian
October 26 2011

Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sunday October 30—
Saturday November 5

t’s hard to credit, but once upon

a time Britain was famous for
its wool. The Romans introduced
handlooms to Britain 2,000 years ago
to weave the fleece into cloth and by
the 15th century, British weaving was
some of the most accomplished in
Europe. The industrial revolution and
the invention of (steam) power looms
gave the cottage weaving industry
a global market, which pleased the
merchants but turned the weavers
into factory workers who had to wage
strenuous class battles to protect their
livelihoods.

Nowadays there are fewer than
200 people in the UK making a living
from hand weaving and they no longer
make cloth for the masses: instead,
this remnant “cottage industry” — now
more likely housed in a studio — sup-
plies internationally to top boutiques
and prestigious department stores.

The trainees in this week’s
episode of Mastercrafts (ABC1
Thursday November 3 at 6.00pm)
are trying to master Weaving, but
while they grapple with winding
warps, setting looms, threading
headles and handling shuttles, the
program also looks at the historical
importance of hand weaving and
visits Hampton Court to view some

of the finest examples of hand-woven
tapestries in existence. Next, the
trainees are given the sobering task of
attempting to sell their woven wares
to the general public. Finally, they
are asked to design and weave three-
metre lengths of fabric to be judged
by experts from the Arts Council and
the Worshipful Company of Weavers.

his week’s episode of Wide

Open Road continues to
pander to its perceived target audi-
ence of hoons and “revheads”. In its
final episode, (Sunday October 30
at 7.30pm) the series makes more
hard-to-substantiate claims, such as
“Australia’s love affair with the car
provoked major conflicts between
the inner cities and the suburbs, and
between drinking drivers versus the
police” (not, curiously, drinking driv-
ers versus the rest of society).

The rivalry between Ford and
Holden is once again played up as a
clash of personalities on the race-track
(Peter Brock versus Allan Moffat)
rather than a purely commercial
rivalry for bigger market shares and
hence bigger profits.

In the mid-1970s, up to 3,500
people were being killed annually on
our roads and Australian researchers
were the first in the world to prove the
link to alcohol consumption.

The series acknowledges that the
car industry has shrunk but claims that
“the unions and the bosses have united
against a government intent on mak-
ing the industry more competitive”.
Yep, that’s what we need: rugged
individualists running small compa-
nies making cars the old fashioned
way. Competition, that’s the key to
making capitalism work. Why hasn’t
anyone tried it before?

The failure of the car makers and
the oil companies to really get behind
the electric car or the hybrid car and
to give them the sort of sales push

that conventional new models get, is
blamed on public “disinterest” which
apparently “proves that, deep down,
we’re still a nation of rev heads”.

Oh, spare me!

cattered all over Britain are

large country houses that are
too big or too run down for their pri-
vate owners to cope with. But seem-
ingly none of them want to do as some
others have done and turn the houses
over to the National Trust. Where the
house is the owner’s home one can
understand this, as it immediately
raises the question where will the
owner live once the house becomes
public property?

This was a problem encountered
on a huge scale after the Revolution
by the new Soviet government in the
USSR. Their solution was to turn the
great houses and palaces into muse-
ums and to make the former residents
(those who had stayed and not fled the
country) into the property’s caretak-
ers/guides. After all, who usually
knew the buildings better?

Of course, a socialist state can do
that sort of thing, unlike a capitalist
state intent on preserving private
property. The only solution for the
owners of country houses in Britain
that are too expensive to maintain is
to find a way of turning the houses
into a “business venture”.

Ruth Watson, the troubleshooter
on Country House Rescue (ABC1
Wednesdays at 6.00pm), this week
is in Derbyshire visiting Carnfield
Hall, a hotchpotch of Elizabethan,
Victorian and Jacobean architecture
with a 16th century great parlour and
a staircase dating from 1628.

The owner, James Cartland,
bought it as a complete wreck 22
years ago and single-handedly
restored the house to its former
glory. Now in his 60s, and approach-
ing retirement, James is finding the
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Doc Martin (ABC1 Saturdays at 7.30pm) Martin Clunes and Caroline Catz.

burden of care and preservation too
much.

Ms Watson’s solution is to turn
Carnfield’s 90 acres of unused park-
land into “the perfect venue” for Car
Boot Fairs and open-air theatrical
productions.

But, should a nation’s architec-
tural heritage be at the mercy of the
market? | think not.

he Chaser team’s latest effort,

The Hamster Wheel (ABC1
Wednesdays at 9.35pm), is described
as “a satirical look at the week’s news
and how the news is made”. | must
say | was not impressed. This week,
“after weeks of being obsessed by
the media’s obsession with the Royal
Family the team becomes obsessed
with the media’s obsession with
Obama, and what he thinks of the
Royal Family”.

Now, | admit that has some pos-
sibilities, but for how long can it be
sustained? Not long enough. The joke
outwears its welcome fairly quickly.

Sensibly, none of the items is very
long (covering the Murdochs as well
as the carbon tax in addition to the
royals and the media).

As | have said before about the
Chaser team, cleverness in and of
itself is not really enough — you also
need a truly witty script. And that
means more than being a smart alec
about current events.

his week on Doc Martin

(ABC1l Saturdays at
7.30pm) it’s “Portwenn Fun Day”,
which sounds like a contradiction in
terms, but apparently isn’t. Louisa
and Martin and their baby are living
together and both are less than pleased
when Louisa’s mum Eleanor (Louise
Jameson) arrives unexpectedly. Louisa
hasn’t seen her hippy mother for
years, so why the sudden interest?

Martin is even less pleased when
Eleanor uses her alcoholic herbal brew
to soothe the baby and puts him out
like light. &
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Drought-induced

humanitarian

crisis unfolds in Horn of Africa

As once again famine stalks grimly
through the Horn of Africa, the
causes of this catastrophe are
the subject of debate. Doreen
Stabinsky contends that the under-
lying cause of the drought that has
metamorphosed into a famine is
the slowly changing global climate
that is drying out eastern Africa.

The last two rainy seasons did
not materialise over a major portion
of the Horn of Africa. All of Somalia,
and large swaths of Ethiopia, Kenya,
Djibouti and northern Uganda are
now experiencing their worst drought
in 60 years.

Climate refugees are streaming
from Somalia into camps in Ethiopia
and Kenya by the tens of thousands,
and international organisations are
ringing alarm bells in the media
over the impending humanitarian
catastrophe.

The drought conditions have most
severely affected pastoralists and their
animals, with the largest impacts in
regions of northern Kenya, southern
Ethiopia and Somalia where over 65
percent of the population are pastoral-
ists. In some areas, up to 60 percent
of the animals have already died from
lack of water and pasture, depriving
herders of their only source of income
and food. Agricultural experts predict
half a million or more livestock deaths
this year.

Pastoralists and agro-pastoralists
in the region are increasingly at risk
from climate change. More frequent
droughts, including a recent drought
in 2008-2009, have reduced overall
livestock holdings, decreasing the
protein and milk available to families.
For the animals that remain now,
milk productivity is low, contribut-
ing further to malnutrition among the
affected populations.

To compound the already dire
situation, grain prices are skyrocketing
throughout the region. Red sorghum
in Somalia is now over 240 percent
its price from a few months ago.
Yellow maize in Jiiga, Ethiopia, costs
117 percent above last year’s price;
white maize in northern Kenya 58
percent more.

For those pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists who still have animals
to sell, due to low prices of livestock
and increases in the price of grain,
their terms of trade have significantly
decreased — the 90-kilogram sack of
maize they used to purchase for one
or two goats now costs five. Lack of
food, animals, or purchasing power is
driving tens of thousands of climate
refugees to migrate in search of food,
water and pasture.

The United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, in a report released on
June 10, estimates that overall food
security conditions across the region
will continue to deteriorate in the
coming months, with no likelihood
of improvement until early 2012 — if
the rains return in October.

Present estimates of vulnerable
populations are 3.5 million in Kenya,
3.2 million in Ethiopia, 2.5 million
in Somalia and 120,000 in Djibouti.

Meteorologists are blaming the
drought on a La Nina event — a peri-
odic shift in global precipitation pat-
terns that, among other changes, can
dramatically reduce rainfall in eastern
Africa (and that is also responsible for
the record rains and massive flooding
in Australia last year). In some areas,
rains have failed for three or more
consecutive rainy seasons, which nor-
mally occur between March and June
and between October and December
every year.

The more significant rains of
March to June (known as the “long
rains” in Kenya and the “belg” rains
in Ethiopia) typically bring 40-80
percent of the yearly rainfall. Late,
erratic and insufficient rains in these
past months have tipped the region
over the edge, following on the
heels of one of the driest October-to-
December seasons ever.

Climate change

But to blame the drought on La
Nina is to miss an important under-
lying cause — the slowly changing
global climate that is drying out
eastern Africa.

Professors Park Williams and

o

Chris Funk from the University of
California at Santa Barbara have been
calling attention to the steady decrease
in the region’s long rains during the
last 30 years (35-45 percent below
normal), associated with the steady
increase in sea surface temperatures
of the Indian Ocean due to increasing
global temperatures.

Higher sea surface temperatures
have led to changes in precipitation
patterns so that rain now falls over
the Indian Ocean rather than the Horn
of Africa.

Exacerbating the consequences of
decreased rainfall is the fact that with
higher air temperatures, water evapo-
rates more quickly from land. For this
reason, droughts under climate change
are expected to be more frequent and
more intense — what scientists are call-
ing “global-change-type droughts”.

According to the most recent
analysis of the World Meteorological
Organisation, the year 2010 was the
hottest year on record in Africa. And
the five hottest years in Africa on
record have occurred since 2003.

The countries in east Africa have
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seen average temperatures a full one
degree Centigrade above normal every
year for the last eight years. There
can be no doubt that the deepening
drought in the Horn of Africa is a
global-change-type drought.

Arid outlook

Even more alarming than the
millions likely to be affected by the
drought before the end of the year is
the prediction that droughts like this
one will become more common under
climate change. As the atmosphere
warms further, soil moisture levels
will decline.

Scientists expect that the African
continent will warm more and more
quickly than the global average, with
1.5 times the global average warming
expected.

Rainfall is expected to dimin-
ish over much of Africa. Moreover,
rainfall events are likely to increase
in severity — more water will fall in
shorter periods of time. Even if a
region continues to receive an average
amount of rainfall over the year, if the
rain comes in shorter, more intense

events, more of the rain will run off
and less will be absorbed by soils.

So even though the atmosphere
will hold more moisture, when the
rain falls, it will not necessarily
translate into precipitation useful for
farmers.

And in the Horn of Africa,
according to the University of
California research scientists, the
drying trend of the last 30 years will
continue.

As they concluded in a scientific
paper published earlier this year spe-
cifically about the human fingerprint
on droughts in eastern Africa: “Drier,
rather than wetter conditions in the
century ahead appear likely. The
anthropogenic Indian Ocean warm-
ing response appears to be one of the
most consistent and well-understood
responses to greenhouse gas emis-
sions. This anthropogenic warming
appears to have already significantly
altered the earth’s largest circulation
feature and impacted its most food
insecure inhabitants.”
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