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EDITORIAL

At last, a humane asylum seeker policy

Last Thursday, in a short, tight-lipped speech, Prime
Minister Julia Gillard announced that applications for
asylum will now be processed on the Australian mainland.
The announcement spelt the end, at least for the time
being, of the odious off-shore processing policy under
which asylum seekers who arrived in Australian waters
by boat were detained in other countries while their
applications were processed.

In most cases, and particularly in combination with the
mandatory detention policy, offshore processing caused great
distress to detainees, because of the terrible uncertainty of
their position, and the inordinate length of time it took to deal
with each case. The incarceration of children added more to
the outrage of mandatory detention. The new policy has been
greeted with relief and joy by asylum seekers themselves, as
well as their supporters.

The adoption of the new policy came about because of
the determined and principled stand taken by the Greens and
independent members of federal parliament, after the High
Court declared recently that detention of people in Malaysia
(and by implication in other foreign countries) is illegal under
the current Immigration Act.

The government and federal opposition had each tried to
amend the Act to suit their own political agendas. But neither
of them had the numbers to get their own way. Resisting
enormous pressure, the Greens and independents refused to
accede to either amendment, and the government was forced
to accept defeat.

Forces for a humane approach

The outcome was also achieved because of the coura-
geous and clever battle fought by a dedicated legal team in
the High Court over the legitimacy of the offshore processing
policy, and because of the long campaign in support of asylum

seekers waged by many people and organisations, including
the asylum seekers themselves.

Ten days ago an open statement was published in major
newspapers across the nation, calling for an end to offshore
processing, and by implication for the dumping of manda-
tory detention.

The statement’s signatories included former Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser, leading members of the judiciary, health and
welfare institutions, churches, asylum seeker support groups,
other organisations and thousands of ordinary citizens.

It declared:

“Throughout much of recent history, but especially since
the Tampa incident in 2001, political leaders have been unwill-
ing or unable to compromise or craft a reasonable and realistic
migration policy that takes into account regularly occurring
flows of refugees from conflict areas. Instead, politicians in
Canberra have chosen to play to baser instincts rather than
Australians’ better nature, marginalising vulnerable asylum
seekers by catering to those on the extreme margins of politics.

“The recent High Court decision ... provides a unique
opportunity to do what should have always been done — that
is, process asylum seekers onshore, irrespective of whether
they come by boat or by plane.”

The statement noted that Australia accepted 250,000
refugees in the years after the Vietnam War, many times more
than the number arriving today. It commented:

“The current debate all but ignores the fact that three
times more asylum seekers arrive by plane than boat and are
successfully processed onshore, often while living within (and
contributing to) their new communities. Onshore processing,
assisted by regional cooperation, was the right thing to do
then, and remains so today.”

The statement also called for Australia to accept 4,000
refugees (as specified under the government’s previous
Malaysia proposal), and to end the linking of onshore asylum

seekers with the national commitment for offshore refugee and
humanitarian intake. It also sought greater cooperation with
neighbouring countries for the protection of asylum seekers
while their refugee status is determined,

Good advice falls on deaf ears

Alas, the statement’s good advice appears to have been
largely ignored by the government and opposition, who
share an equally cynical and ruthless approach to the asylum
seeker issue.

Since Labor came to power in 2007, the government and
opposition have claimed to be acting humanely, in the best
interest of the asylum seekers. However, they also believed
that a section of the voting public would see the arrival of
asylum seekers as a threat to national security. Rather than
trying to influence this group to a better position, each decided
to adopt policies that would allow them to claim they had
prevented most if not all of the “boat people” from reaching
Australian waters or territory.

The only way to achieve this was to effectively punish
the asylum seekers for trying to get here, bringing about
the recent bitter, and ultimately self-defeating, dispute over
the “best” off-shore processing destination to which asylum
seekers should be sent.

The government claimed that new arrivals should be
forcibly sent to Malaysia, even though that country has a
record of dealing with asylum seekers by arbitrary arrest,
imprisonment, punishment (including caning) or deportation
back to the country of origin.

The opposition coalition favoured reviving the former
Howard government’s Nauru processing centre, even though
this was universally reviled as inhumane.
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After the High Court declared that offshore processing was illegal
under the current Immigration Act, the government attempted to
amend the legislation’s wording so that the Malaysian proposal could
be implemented.

However, the coalition proposed its own amendment, to the effect
that no government could send detainees to a country that had not
signed the UN Refugee Convention. That amendment would have
received the support of the Greens and probably the independents.

The coalition was acting with staggering hypocrisy. Until the
Howard government was dumped by the electorate four years ago
the coalition had whole-heartedly supported the use of Nauru, which
at that stage had not signed the Convention, and the coalition only
proposed their amendment two weeks ago in order to block the gov-
ernment’s proposed amendment to the Act.

Acceptance of the coalition’s amendment would have eliminated the
Malaysian proposal, because Malaysia has not signed the Convention,
but it would have revived the Nauru system and prolonged off-shore
detention indefinitely.

Moreover, the coalition was, and still is, committed to using the
Australian Navy to force asylum seeker boats that enter our waters
back to the open sea. They also want to reintroduce the cruel tem-
porary protection visas, which kept asylum seekers dangling with no
decisions on their applications for refugee status, in many cases for
years, and split up families.

The Gillard government’s performance has been equally appalling.
They knew they could not get their amendment past the Senate, but
stubbornly introduced it to the lower house anyway.

The subsequent announcement by Western Australian Nationals
MP Tony Crook that he would not support the government’s amend-
ment, despite earlier indications that he would, effectively killed off the
government’s hope of getting the amendment through the lower house.

The Minister for Immigration, Chris Bowen, then suggested seeking
an agreement with the opposition to detain asylum seekers at all the
possible offshore sites, i.e. Malaysia, Manus Island or Nauru — in short,
to throw open all the possibilities for off-shore processing.

That proposal was only rejected in caucus and cabinet meetings
because right-wing Labor MPs argued that opposition leader Tony
Abbott would still reject it. Left-wing members, including Doug
Cameron and Jenny Macklin, also rejected it, having consistently
opposed off-shore processing for humanitarian reasons.

In contrast, Gillard and other right-wing members such as Kevin
Rudd simply accepted realistically that they could not get their way
in either house of parliament. They were probably also unnerved by
the national statement against off-shore processing published three
days earlier, and by growing public opposition to the policy.

That does not mean that those things weighed unbearably on their
consciences. The decision to abandon offshore processing for the time
being was quite clearly based on pragmatism, not principle. The clear
indications are that the government and the federal opposition have
learnt little from the appalling dispute over the asylum seeker issue.

Lessons from the conflict

What a saga! What a performance! And what a national disgrace.
Who knows what other nations, particularly those in our immediate
region, must think of our national political leadership.

Despite this, the decision to abandon offshore processing, albeit
for the moment, was a wonderful outcome. There are other very
positive developments. In two recent opinion polls, onshore-processing
was supported by 52 to 53 percent of respondents, while less than 30
percent favoured offshore processing.

Perhaps most important of all, the dispute clearly indicated that
united action by left and progressive forces can achieve very major
positive outcomes over major issues.

That is of crucial importance, because the battle over offshore
processing had wider implications. The Liberals saw it as an op-
portunity to force Labor to an early election. A victory would have
allowed them to roll back the present government’s positive (albeit
inadequate) initiatives concerning climate change, super-profit taxation
and other measures.

Meanwhile, the government’s proposal to change the Immigration
Act has been left on the parliamentary notice paper. It should be left
there, or better still withdrawn altogether.

Dissatisfaction and frustration with the anti-people policies being pursued by global capitalism and the need
to reclaim democracy into the hands of ordinary people was at the forefront of the Occupy Sydney protest last
Saturday. The crowd built o around 1,000, a section of it occupying Martin Place over night.
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PRESS FUND
Greed knows no bounds. The NSW government has received
a request to transfer poker machines from some small clubs in
Sydney’s wealthy northern beaches to their parent giant clubs in
the struggling outer west. The reason? The western suburbs clubs,
one of which has the greatest number of poker machines of any
club in Australia, make more money because their patrons are
poorer and hence more desperate. If you feel enraged by this, and
you want to do something really worthwhile with your money,
why not send us in something for the Press Fund, so that we can
continue to oppose and expose these and other financial parasites?
Meanwhile, many thanks to this week’s contributors, for their very
generous support, as follows:

Max Hunt, in memory of Peter Symon, $450
Charly Marbanni $10, “Round Figure” $15, H Worth $30.
This week’s total: $505 Progressive total: $12,780

Glebe residents resist Mirvac

Denis Doherty

A packed meeting of Glebe
(Sydney) residents on October
8 heard State Greens MP Jamie
Parker outline opposition to the
Harold Park development being
pursued by the giant building firm
Mirvac.

The Harold Park plan is a $1
billion project set to become one
of the largest inner city housing
developments. Built on the site of a
former trot racing track, it will have
1,250 new private dwellings and
1,375 car spaces with a miserly 3.8
hectare of open space. Traffic flows
are expected to clog local streets and
the development allows for some “rat
runs” through leafy expensive parts
of Glebe.

The site contains historic tram
sheds which seem destined for com-
mercial space; many residents worry
they may be turned into a Coles or
Bunnings, destroying a unique piece
of Sydney’s history and exacerbating

traffic problems around the area even
more.

Many in the local community are
up in arms about the project. When
the Sydney Morning Herald did a
story, the only person they could find
in favour of the development was the
publican of the Harold Park Hotel.

The developer Mirvac is expected
to make a huge profit from the project.

Jamie Parker ridiculed the “green
credentials” of the project which are
contained in one double-sided A4
page. In it were included such gems
as “will put up walking track map”,
“will buy a bus ticket for all who
purchase an apartment”.

Mirvac sent public relations
representatives to the meeting but
they did not say a word publicly.
Their technique was to descend on
the local media and to occupy them
in private discussions off to the side
of the main meeting.

Jamie Parker urged residents
to make submissions to the Central
Sydney Planning Committee, even

though it is stacked by pro-devel-
opment appointees from the former
NSW ALP government.

The new Liberal NSW govern-
ment is not in a position to ignore a
hostile community response to this
overdevelopment unless it wants to
have the same opprobrium of “pro-
developer mates” that dogged the
former ALP State government.

The local CPA Port Jackson
Branch is preparing a submission
that argues that the amount of afford-
able housing included in the project
is totally inadequate and must be
increased.

In addition the project is a mas-
sive overdevelopment which threat-
ens to change the character of the
suburb. It also impinges negatively,
the comrades point out, on the open
space of the Glebe foreshore which
is a precious asset the community
has fought for decades to protect and
expand. &

Cuba’s gift to our region

Medical collaboration in East Timor and the Pacific
Two East Timorese doctors tell the untold story

Dr Merita Antonia Armindo Monteiro / Dr Colombianus da Costa
Australian tour October 18—28

Cuban doctors and their large-
scale medical training program
came to East Timor in 2004, fol-
lowed by Kiribati, Nauru, Vanuatu,
Tuvalu and the Solomon Islands
over 2006-2008. By late 2009, more
than a thousand young students
from East Timor and Pacific island
nations were studying medicine
with Cuban professionals, most of
them in Cuba. This “South-South”
collaboration is transforming the
health systems of these developing
countries. This week Papua New
Guinea sent government officials to
Cuba to sign a medical collabora-
tion accord.

Cuba’s “solidarity aid” in health

care and education in Africa and
Latin America is widely recognised,
yet the efforts of this small social-
ist developing country — subject to
US trade sanctions and with a per
capita GDP around one eighth that
of Australia — to improve the lives
of the poor in our region has gone
almost unnoticed outside of the
recipient countries. This good news
story has important lessons for how
poor countries in our region can be
assisted to develop effective public
health care systems based on the
Cuban experience.

Dr Colombianus da Costa
and Dr Merita Anténia Armindo
Monteiro, both from East Timor,

participated in Cuba’s medical
training program and are also
members of the Timor Leste-Cuba
Friendship Society. Their tour is
timely: the Australian government
says it wants to work with Cuba in
the region.

Public meeting

Monday October 24,

6.30 - 8.30pm

Tom Mann Theatre, 136
Chalmers St, Surry Hills

Tour organised by the Australia-
Cuba Friendship Society (Sydney)
Contact:

Tim Anderson 0418 604 488,
Chela Weitzel 0422 665 099,
Marce Cameron 0413 158 480 &
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Wreck

Bob Briton

“These three unions are sticking
by unrealistic, out-dated, demands
that are going to be damaging to
the future of the company and
we cannot reach agreement with
them. And, unfortunately, they
are the strongest unions, with
the biggest industrial muscle and
are using that industrial muscle
to hold Qantas, its customers, its
employees, to ransom.” That’s how
Qantas CEO Alan Joyce views the
charred industrial landscape as the
company he heads continues to
wage war against almost its entire
workforce.

The comments were made hard
on the heels of the declaration of
the suspension of a campaign of
industrial action by aircraft main-
tenance engineers. Qantas had just
announced the cancellation of talks
with pilots — who have not taken any
strike action — despite the company’s
constant “return to the negotiating
table” spin to industry unions. It
doggedly refuses to meet just pay
demands from baggage handlers, pre-
ferring to use untrained office workers
instead. Qantas management is clearly
prepared to destroy the airline, as it
now exists, in order to complete its
non-unionised, cheapjack makeover
of the once iconic, widely respected
and publicly owned national carrier.

Joyce almost says as much: “I’m
fighting for the survival of Qantas
into the long term, and if we have
to take short-term pain and to stand
up to the unions, and resist these
bully-boy tactics to make sure that
the company survives, we will do
that.” It could have been Corrigan
talking about the future of Patrick

INg Qantas to “save” It

Stevedores as masked guards, dogs
and non-union workers were brought
onto wharves around the country in
a government-backed effort to break
the MUA in 1998. The Qantas CEO
doesn’t see a role for effective unions
in the longer-term future of Qantas
and he is prepared for workers and
the travelling public to take a lot of
“pain” to carry out his plans.

From this week Qantas will
ground five domestic aircraft a month,
withdrawing 100 flights or 60,000
seats from its service. The company
blames a backlog of maintenance
work for the decision and tries to
put the entire responsibility for it on
the alleged intransigence of members
of the Australian Licensed Aircraft
Engineers Association (ALAEA).
Qantas has announced it will get
maintenance on some of its Jetstar
fleet carried out offshore and that
it has lost the maintenance contract
from New Caledonian airline Aircalin.
More collateral damage in Qantas’
battle with its own workers.

ALAEA federal secretary Steve
Purvinas strongly disagrees with the
misinformation put out by Qantas in
a concerted (and expensive) public
relations campaign. “We have been
and always will be prepared to accept
change that is necessary for Qantas
to be successful and safe, but we
will not accept change that converts
Qantas from the safest airline in the
world to a leader in world’s cheapest
practice,” Purvinas said. “We want to
resolve the issues around job security.
Let’s get back to what this dispute
is. It’s about Qantas cutting 1,000
jobs and moving operations to Asia.
They want to get the cheapest main-
tenance, not the best.” The ALAEA
insists maintenance is hampered by a
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shortage of spare parts and the need
to repair problems on aircraft serviced
cheaply overseas.

Pilots, too, have been stunned by
the attitude of Qantas management.
The company cancelled meetings
set down with representatives of the
Australian and International Pilots
Association for October 28 and 31
and November 1. The reason? “We are
calling on the pilots’ union to with-
draw their unrealistic and damaging
claim that Jetstar and Jetconnect pilots
should receive the same high wages
and conditions as Qantas pilots,”
according to a company spokesman.
In other words, “we will only negoti-
ate with you if you drop the demand
you wanted to negotiate about.”

Meanwhile, a recent piece by

Tony Webber in The Age would
make good reading for the federal
Infrastructure and Transport Minister,
Anthony Albanese. Apparently Qantas
is getting clobbered in the competition
for seats into and out of Australia by
Singapore Airlines, Emirates and Air
New Zealand. All of them are majority
owned by their governments. It seems
they try harder to get customers.
“What is behind this stronger
motivation? The return that govern-
ment-owned airlines see when making
their seat decisions is the return they
get from the airline and from the
tourists they bring into Singapore,
Dubai, and Auckland. The return that
Qantas sees is just the return it gets
from the airline,” the article said. In
other words they work in the national

interest rather than simply for the
fattest return to shareholders from
squeezing workers.

The title of the piece by Webber is
good advice about where to start to fix
Qantas’ problems: Nationalise Qantas
International! We could add: “Then
keep going for the whole company”. A
poll by The Age shows 71 percent of
readers want Qantas International and
the whole company nationalised (43
percent and 28 per cent respectively)
while only 29 percent were opposed.
The number supporting nationalisa-
tion is set to grow. Hopefully this
can be achieved before too much
more damage is done to the Flying
Kangaroo. &

JANE BENNETT

MAY CLOSE WITHOUT WARNING

Open until
October 30
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FRANCES KEEVIL GALLERY

Sydney

Painting The gathering storm

Posavn en Miani ]

Director Saul Landau explores
the depths of Miami-Havana
politics through the story of the
Cuban 5, men sent by the Cuban

FILM SHOWING
Will the Real Terrorist Please stand up

government to infiltrate right- Brigades to Cuba
| wing terrorist organizations in
| Miami, City West Lotteries House

When the Five turned over evi-
dence of US-based terrorism to
the FBI, they themselves were
arrested, tried, and convicted
while the confessed anti-Castro
*%. | terrorists live freely in Florida.

Join the Australia Cuba Friendship Society
for a free viewing; learn more about the
Cuban Five and the annual Southern Cross

2 Delhi St, WEST PERTH, WA, 6005

Sunday Nov 6, 2 to 5 pm

Phone: 0419 812 872 or 9247 2731

Perth

Contacts: acfsperth@gmail.com

FREE ENTRY

Pete’s Corner

gLoo. .. /
LIKE A THAT

The Melbourne Cup

Get selling those
Melbourne Cup Guessing
Competition Books!

The next two weeks are the best selling time
Send them in as soon as possible
Drawn on Friday October 28

Tickets $2 each or book of 12 $20

Competition books are available.
Please phone (02) 9699 8844 or
email cpa@cpa.org.au
to get your books.
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Rena oll spill reinforces nee
for shipping reform

The Rena oil spill in New Zealand’s Bay
of Plenty has reinforced the need for more
effective control of the way foreign flagged
ships operate on the Australian coast.
The Rena, a Liberian domiciled Flag of
Convenience (FoC) ship hit a reef last week,
creating a damaging oil spill in pristine
waters.

Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) nation-
al secretary, Paddy Crumlin, said the disaster
highlighted the need for shipping reform as it
could just as easily occur on the Australian coast.

“People will recall the grounding of the
Pasha Bulker in Newcastle in 2007 and the
Shen Neng 1 just east of Great Keppel Island
in 2010,” Mr Crumlin said. “This is a terrible
incident and it underscores the urgent need for
shipping reform.

“Without better oversight of the ships mov-
ing through local waters it’s only a matter of
time before this type of thing happens again,
potentially in Australia.”

The Rena is known in the industry as a Flag
of Convenience ship, because its owners seek to
exploit cheaper labour and weaker regulation.

“Liberia is well known for blood diamonds
and tax avoidance,” Mr Crumlin said.

The MUA has had concerns about the Rena
and other FOC ships because they pose a threat
to the natural environment, national security
and local jobs.

The union understands that due to legal
complications related to the ship’s registration,
it took two days for the insurance company to
organise the Rena’s salvage.

The situation highlights possible problems
between regulatory authorities and insurers,
and also the availability of salvage tugs in
New Zealand.

“There are real lessons Australia must learn
from this disaster,” said Mr Crumlin.

“The delay between the insurance com-
panies and the regulatory authorities means
we may have lost the opportunity to salvage
the vessel.

“If you don’t control shipping, it controls
you.”

Federal Transport Minister Anthony
Albanese last month announced plans for sub-
stantial reform of Australia’s shipping industry,
to make it more internationally competitive and
allow Australian shipping companies to compete
on international routes.

The package — provisionally supported by
the MUA — has four key elements:

* tax reforms to remove barriers to
investment in Australian shipping and to
foster the global competitiveness of the
shipping industry;

a simplified three tier licensing framework
for participation in the coastal trade;
establishment of an Australian International
Shipping Register to put Australian
companies on a level footing with their
international competitors; and
establishment of a Maritime Workforce
Development Forum to progress key
maritime skills and training priorities. &

Unions warned Shire of dodgy builders

It is no surprise to building unions
that Andeco has gone bust leaving
Geelong subcontractors and their
workers out of pocket. The Golden
Plain Shire Council engaged
Andeco to build Bannockburn
Library, Community and Cultural
Hub in 2009 against the advice of
the Construction Forestry Mining
and Energy Union (CFMEU) local
organiser, Brendan Murphy.
Murphy said, “I told the Shire

that the company did not have a

good track record and had gone
broke a couple of times before only
to surface again with a new name.
A lot of people have been burnt
before by this lot when they were
Royal Como and there are better
Geelong builders around to choose
from. But they ignored me, now
we are stuck in the same situation
again.

“I reckon the Shire has a lot to
answer for. They are supposed to
check that subies have been paid

before they hand over more money
to Andeco. The Shire is equally
responsible for making sure subies
and their workers get monies owed
for works completed. The Shire is
not going to get a free ride out of
this. You make your bed, you lie
init.”

The contractors owed money
are Tenon Joinery owed $50,000
and ADM Engineering which is
owed $12,000.

Peter Douglas, organiser of

Australian Manufacturing Workers
Union said, “I am appalled that
the Shire would hang out to dry a
local Bannockburn company that
employs local workers without a
second glance. There is federal and
state money in this project and the
work by ADM was completed in
good faith.

It is not good enough for the
CEO, Nicholls to say “we can’t
get involved” when they chose the
builder and want to run the job. The

reality is that the Shire is involved
and now so is the AMWU and the
CFMEU. Now it is time to pay up
if the rest of the job is to be com-
pleted without bad blood”

The unions say until this is
resolved they don’t believe that
new contractors will take up the
work knowing that previous con-
tractors had not been paid for works
done. &

Sydney

40 Years

Public Forum to Commemorate
the Levine Ruling
of Legal Abortion

Heatherbrae Clinic

Sunday, 23rd October 2011

Teachers Federation House, Club Room
23-33 Mary St, Surry Hills NSW 1-5pm

Guest Speakers:
Dr CarOIine de COS’[a Caims advocate for RU486
Catherine Henry Solicitor in CES v Superclinics case

Kate Gleeson Lecrer in poitics at Macquarie University
Wendy M CCa I'thy Longtime reproductive rights activist
Patty VeliZ Colectivo Mujer

What challenges remain today?

contact_waac@yahoo.com.au

PO Box 3033, Rhodes, NSW, 2138

Organised by Women’s Abortion Action Campaign

www.waac.org.au

Mobile# 0407 665 857

Council workers
set to see pay and
conditions frozen

Up to 50,000 local government
workers will have their pay and
conditions frozen for four to eight
years, under laws introduced to the
NSW parliament last week.

The United Services Union (USU)
said the laws came as a complete
shock, and would have a devastating
effect on the ability of councils to
attract and retain workers.

USU general secretary, Graeme
Kelly said the wage freeze would be
felt most severely in regional com-
munities. “Whether it’s collecting our
garbage, or looking after our libraries,
local government employees are the
backbone of our community, yet this
government is intent on attacking their
pay and conditions,” Mr Kelly said.

“These laws will have a dev-
astating impact, particularly in
regional NSW. If the Liberals won’t
change their mind, the National
Party should do the decent thing and
stick up for the thousands of tireless

workers who keep our communities
functioning.”

The laws introduced to parlia-
ment last night redefine councils as
“corporations”, meaning they would
be transferred to the federal industrial
relations system.

Wages and conditions in the fed-
eral system are vastly inferior to the
state system, meaning there will be a
four-year freeze on conditions until
the federal system catches up with
the NSW system. Being redefined as
corporations will also make it easier
to privatise and outsource jobs.

“Barry O’Farrell and the NSW
government will try any trick in the
book to undermine wages and condi-
tions for the people who work tire-
lessly to look after our community,”
Mr Kelly said.

“We want the Upper House
to reject this unfair attack on the
rights and conditions of council
workers.” &
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Resistance growing
against attack on workers
and their unions

Anna Pha

Qantas airlines is waging an all out
attack on the wages, working con-
ditions and jobs of their employees.
Its Australian workforce is in effect
being told to compete in a race to
the bottom with foreign cabin crew
employed by its subsidiary Jetstar
on a base weekly wage of $258 and
working shifts as long as 20 hours.
Qantas staff are waging a great
fightback which deserves the full
support of the trade union move-
ment (see page 3). Air safety is also
at risk. The attack is not confined
to cabin crew — pilots, engineers
and airport staff are likewise under
attack. Qantas plans to cut 1,000
jobs in Australia.

The Qantas offensive is indica-
tive of the all out war by corporate
Australia against workers and their
trade unions in Australia. The big cor-
porations and financial institutions are
taking every opportunity to cut costs
and boost profits by sacking workers,
cutting wages and entitlements, going
offshore in search of cheaper labour
and taking short cuts with safety. State
and federal governments are playing
a key role in the process through
legislative and other means.

The current Labor government did
not completely tear up the Howard
government’s WorkChoices laws.
The right to strike remains almost as
limited as under WorkChoices and the
Auwustralian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC) has been
strengthened with increased funding.
It effectively criminalises legitimate
trade union activity on building sites.

In an industry where safety is
paramount, where around one worker
a week is Killed, the Construction
Division of the CFMEU has been
fined over $6 million in the past two
years! The ABCC turns a blind eye
to corrupt and criminal practices of
employers in the industry while try-
ing to bankrupt the union. The aim
of the ABCC, was made clear when
it was introduced: to rid the industry
of militant trade unionism.

Employer offensive

Across Australia trade unions are
in struggle against employer attempts
to take back past gains:

Hotels with Heart is a cam-
paign by hotel room attendants in
Melbourne’s luxury hotels, and their
union, United Voice, to bring an end
the long hours, unpaid wages, injuries,
bullying and intimidation they are
subjected to.

The United Firefighters Union in
Victoria is resisting attempts by the
Metropolitan Fire Board to cut the
minimum number of firefighters on
duty in Melbourne.

Unions are in battle at BlueScope
Steel over redundancy payments being
offered to more than 1,000 workers at
its Port Kembla plant in NSW.

Members of the Forestry and
Furniture division of the CFMEU
employed by the US company Jeld-
Wen (Corinthian Doors) in Victoria,
South Australia and Western Australia
are doing battle for higher wages and
staving off employer attempts to slash
working conditions.

Shell plans to close its Clyde
refinery and import the refined product

for distribution. Around 1,700 workers
stand to lose their jobs, 500 of them
from Shell and 1,200 whose jobs
depend on the refinery.

Westpac has flagged plans to cut
and outsource backroom operations
with the loss of 2,000 jobs.

In Central Queensland thousands
of coal mineworkers have been trying
since last November to get BHP to
negotiate a new enterprise agreement.

Across the country, the Australian
Services Union and other unions are
fighting for equal pay for 200,000
community and disability service
staff. Their aims are being stymied
by Fair Work Australia and state
and federal governments that mouth
equal pay but are unwilling to make
the necessary increases in funding to
the agencies that provide the services.

Government offensive

It is not just the profit-driven
corporate sector that has gone on the
offensive against workers and trade
unions. Governments are madly cut-
ting costs to balance budgets and
appease the ratings agencies and
financial sector. They are also pri-
vatising everything that could turn a
private profit. Sackings, contracting
out, wage cuts, loss of entitlements
and deunionisation have become the
order of the day. For the people who
rely on the services involved, it means
higher prices, poorer quality and cuts
in services.

Twelve months ago the South
Australian Labor government
announced the axing of 3,700 public
sector jobs, and through legislation
sought to scrap the leave loading of
non-shift public sector employees
and cutting their long-service leave
entitlements. The job cuts, already
underway have since risen to 4,100.

The NSW government gave
itself the power through legislation
to dictate wages and working condi-
tions, effectively disesmpowering the
Industrial Relations Commission and
denying public sector employees the
right to negotiated wages and working
conditions.

In Western Australia there is a
similar struggle against a budget-
cutting Liberal government and its
plans to contract out public sector jobs
to the voluntary and low wage, not-
for-profit sector. The government has
plans for WorkChoice-style legislation
with individual contracts for the one
third of the workforce on state-based
award and agreements.

In Victoria, the Coalition govern-
ment has capped funding for public
sector wage rises to 2.5 percent.

The Labor government in
Queensland is privatising furiously,
and plans to slash 6,000 public sec-
tor jobs.

Federally, the Labor government
has turned its back on the manufactur-
ing sector, despite the impact this is
having on jobs and living standards.
It is beholden to the big financial
institutions and mining corporations.
It takes no responsibility for tourism,
manufacturing and other sectors of the
economy that are in crisis and gives
no thought to the day that the mining
bubble bursts or the next financial
crisis hits (which may not be far off
judging by developments in Europe
and the US).

Fightback

The employer and government
offensives against labour are being
met with increasing resistance —
strikes, public campaigns, the use of
social networks, mass rallies (35,000
turned out in Sydney to defend the
public sector) and other actions.

There have been some great
victories, such as in the Pilbara in
WA where mine workers are free to
unionise and bargain collectively for
the first time in almost 20 years.

But there are weaknesses in
the struggles. They tend to be iso-
lated with relatively little solidarity
actions from other trade unions or
the community. The focus also tends
to be on immediate economic issues.
Spot fires are constantly being put
out. Some gains have been made
by left unions where they have the
industrial strength. Unfortunately,
the destruction of the old centralised
award system and focus on enterprise
bargaining has limited the flow-on
of gains in one workplace where the
union is stronger to other workplaces.

The election of Coalition govern-
ments in a number of states has seen
a greater preparedness by some union
leaders to take up the struggle. Many
trade unions still remain strongly tied
to the Labor Party, but a number gave
support to the Greens in recent elec-
tions and several have disaffiliated
from the ALP. The majority of rank
and file membership have had a gut
full of Labor. This was seen clearly
in the NSW and Victorian state elec-
tions and is reflected in the opinion
polls in the federal sphere and in
Queensland. Workers, whose families
had historically never voted Liberal,
did so for the first time ever, they are
so disillusioned with Labor.

PM Gillard is trying very hard
to reinvent social democracy and
win back those votes. There is little
indication that she can succeed. It is
the policies that need changing, not
the rhetoric or cosmetic organisational
changes. The bankruptcy of social
democracy is evident to workers and

Food and drink provided

Entrance by donation

Proceeds go to victims of the
recent floods in Pakistan

their families. Labor has looked after
the big end of town and their former
“heartland” is hurting. Labor govern-
ments elected with the promise of real
change failed to deliver.

There is a real danger that work-
ers will turn to the far right if there
is not a political alternative which is
seen as capable of forming govern-
ment and delivering real changes in
the interests of working people.

Trade union
independence

A broad movement is required
that is capable of providing the
basis of a new type of government.
Candidates could come from left
political parties, the Greens, from
trade unions, community and other
organisations and include left and
progressive independents. Only such

a government is capable of taking a
strong stand against the likes of Rio
Tinto, the big banks, Qantas and other
sections of monopoly capital and
representing the interests of ordinary
working people, small businesses and
small farmers.

This movement should not only
take up the economic struggle in
the workplace but social and other
issues of importance to the groups in
that movement. Such issues include
democratic rights, trade union rights,
equal pay, job creation, economic
planning, privatisation, the environ-
ment, health, education, public hous-
ing and transport, asylum seekers, the
rights of Indigenous Australians, and
unemployment.

Central to achieving these goals
is the political independence of the
trade union movement and its unity
in struggle for workers’ rights. &

Sydney

Celebrating the defeat
of the referendum to ban
the Communist Party of Australia

Saturday October 22

/pm

Party Office 74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills

Speakers:

Prof. Drew Cottle, University of Western Sydney

Lindy Nolan, education and peace activist
Denis Doherty, CPA National Organiser

This year is the 60" anniversary of the defeat of the referendum to ban the Communist
Party of Australia. The referendum was intended to stifle resistance to the cold war
plans of the Australian and US Governments and to remove militant leadership from the
people’s movement. The CPA responded by initiating what proved to be the greatest
mass political campaign in defence of democratic rights in Australia. This historic victory
has important lessons for those working today for a democratic and socialist Australia.
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Imperialism’s plan for
a “new Middle East”

Statement of the Political Bureau of the CC of the KKE
(Communist Party of Greece) —*“To strengthen the class
struggle and anti-imperialist action in the face of the
dangerous developmentsin the Eastern M editerranean

and in our wider region.”

The developments in the South
Eastern Mediterranean are
explosive and are shaping into a
very dangerous situation, with
enormous consequences for the
lives of the workers

After the imperialist interven-
tion in Libya, which passes on the
baton for the division of the loot,
Turkey’s threats against Cyprus are
strengthening, the relations between
Turkey and lIsrael are sharpening,
the aggressiveness of Israel against
the Palestinian people, Lebanon,
Egypt is being reinforced, while the
imperialist plan for intervention in
Syria is underway, which also aims
at an offensive against Iran, using its
nuclear program as a pretext.

These developments are related
to more general realignments in the
region which are connected with the
imperialist plan for the “new Middle
East”, with the changes taking place
in North Africa and in the Middle East
after the overthrow of the anti-people
governments in Egypt and Tunisia.
There are attempts to reorganise the
bourgeois political system, so that
it corresponds with capital’s current
needs. This reality is distorted by
the position concerning the “Arab
Spring”, which the bourgeois and
opportunist forces are reproducing.

This situation is unfolding in
conditions of a deep synchronised
capitalist crisis of over-accumulated
capital which seeks pathways of high
profitability. It is characterised by the
sharpening of the inter-imperialist
contradictions which intensify in
conditions of capitalist crisis, for the
control of natural resources and the
energy routes and can lead to gener-
alised military confrontations. This
as a continuation of the imperialist
wars, which the USA-NATO-EU
unleashed in the previous period
against Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq
and Libya.

New conflicts

The danger of new military con-
flicts is growing, particularly in this
key region, in accordance with the
realignment of powers in the impe-
rialist pyramid. The USA, the EU,
China, Russia etc have entered the
arena of sharpening competition with
agreements/alliances for the division
of the loot of the enormous wealth and
energy reserves in the region.

The conflict could embrace the
entire region, to a lesser or greater
extent (Eastern Mediterranean, Middle
East and North Africa, Persian Gulf,
the Balkans, the Caspian Sea).

The KKE holds the position
that the developments highlight the
necessity of the utilisation of the
natural resources in the interests of the
workers, via the mutual cooperation
of the peoples. A precondition for this
perspective is for power to pass into
the hands of the peoples, to pave the
way for the socialisation of the natural
wealth, of the concentrated means
of production, which must become
the property of the people, and the

economy must be developed with
central planning and people’s control.

Otherwise, this natural wealth
will continue to be a source of discord
between the monopolies and between
capitalist states, which are jostling for
the control and exploitation of the
natural resources, without hesitating
to butcher the peoples in order to
safeguard their profits, without hesitat-
ing to destroy the environment, at the
same time when the people are paying
very high prices for petrol, natural gas
and energy in general.

Reality demonstrates that the gov-
ernments which manage the system
are incorporated into the imperialist
unions, such as NATO and the EU,
and are involved in inter-imperialist
competition. NATO and the EU do
not only not constitute a “shield”
from the dangers of tensions and war,
as the Euro-Atlanticists claim, but as
protectors of profitability are vehicles
of imperialist war, interventions,
the exploitation of the workers. The
Greek people’s long years of experi-
ence bear witness to this, from the
accession to NATO and the EU, which
not only did not assist the safeguard-
ing of the country’s sovereign rights,
but constituted a tool, which aided
the Turkish ruling class in disputing
them, with the “grey zones” in the
Aegean Sea, and the regime of “joint-
management” within the framework
of NATO etc.

Contradictory relations

Turkey is developing contradic-
tory relations of competition and
cooperation both with Egypt deter-
mination of the EEZ (Exclusive
Economic Zone), energy cooperation
as well as with Iran (Kurdish ques-
tion, anti-missile shield of the USA-
NATO). It utilises the “Palestinian
issue” to dispute the Israel-Cyprus
EEZ. Lebanon is also moving in the
direction of disputing the EEZ with
Israel. Turkey is attempting a com-
plex negotiation on many issues, in
order to safeguard its main interests,
giving priority at this juncture to the
Kurdish issue and the EEZ in the
Mediterranean.

For its part, the bourgeois class of
Greece has joined in political-military
agreements with Israel. Agreements
which constitute the basis for joint
military exercises and prepare the field
for aggressive military acts against
Iran, which are directed against the
peoples of the region, against the
Palestinian people.

The KKE has condemned both
the aggressiveness of Turkey and
the Greek-Turkish agreements which
serve the interests of the bourgeois
classes, as well as the political-
military agreements of the Greek
government with Israel. We warn
that the incorporation into the one or
the other alliance, which operate on
the basis of the monopoly interests,
holds great dangers, and may lead
not only to tough inter-imperialist
conflicts, and but also to “hot inci-
dents” and more generalised military

confrontations, which will bring about
large-scale catastrophes and facilitate
the intervention and the “arbitration”
of the USA, NATO and the EU, under
whatever umbrella this may emerge.

This also concerns both the pro-
motion of the compromise “package”
concerning the Aegean Sea which
provides for the concession of sover-
eign rights and the joint exploitation
of the natural resources, as well as the
promotion of a plan (like the Annan
plan) which will not ensure the rights
of Cyprus, of the Greek-Cypriots and
Turkish-Cypriots.

Under these conditions we con-
demn the threats that the Turkish gov-
ernment unleashes against Cyprus. We
are in a state of readiness to deal with
any aggressive activity and we support
the struggle of the Cypriot people
for a unified, independent Cyprus,
for a federal, bi-zonal, bi-communal
solution with a single sovereignty
and international identity, without
foreign bases and troops, a common
homeland for both Turkish-Cypriots
and Greek-Cypriots.

Cyprus, Palestine, Lebanon,
Greece and all the other countries in
the region have the right to utilise,
to exploit their Exclusive Economic
Zones according to the international
convention on the law of the sea. It
is a matter of the right of the people
to utilise the wealth for their own
interests.

Israel and of course the USA do
not constitute any support for the
sovereign rights of Cyprus. They
utilise energy investments as a lever
to impose the new “Annan plan” as is
demonstrated by the position for the
“distribution of the energy resources
of the island equally in the framework
of a comprehensive solution to the
Cyprus question”.

Illegal occupation

In addition, we warn the peoples
of the region that the bourgeois
class of Turkey, which now appears
in the clothing of the “defender” of
the Palestinians, plays a particularly
aggressive role in the region where,
besides the illegal occupation of a
large part of Cyprus, it participates
actively in the anti-missile shield of
USA-NATO, in the imperialist inter-
vention in Syria, in the war against
Libya, arranges activities against
Iran etc.

The pursuit of protection under
the “umbrella” of the Turkish
bourgeois class not only does not
guarantee the people’s rights but
it reinforces a power which is an
opponent of the people’s interests,
connected with the promotion of
the American-NATO interests in
the region while this concerns the
Palestinian problem as well.

The KKE supports the just cause
and the struggle of the Palestinian
people. It takes multifaceted initia-
tives promoting the demand for the
recognition of the Palestinian state
as a full member of the UN, with the
borders of 1967, with east Jerusalem
as its capital.

Under the conditions of the
capitalist crisis and in view of the
developments in the region which
might develop very rapidly in the
next period the KKE calls the working
people to strengthen the class struggle
and anti-imperialist activity.

Our people should not at all
trust the bourgeois powers and their
representatives, their governments, it
should not accept to make sacrifices

There are attempts
the bourgeols political sys
It corresponds with capital’s cu

in the interests of the plutocracy and
be crushed in the rivalries of the
monopoly groups, the bourgeois
governments.

Our people have an historical
obligation to struggle against the
exploitative system, against war, and
demand the disentanglement from the
imperialist plans, with a people’s alli-
ance, for another workers’-people’s
power, to disengage the country from
the imperialist organisations, the
EU and NATO. The defence of our
borders, of the sovereign rights of
our country in favour of the working
class and the popular strata has noth-
ing to do with the defence of the one
or the other imperialist pole, of the
profitability of the one or the other
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monopoly group; it is inextricably
linked with the struggle for radical
changes, for the overthrow of the
power of the capital.

The KKE calls on the Communist
and Workers’ Parties and the anti-
imperialist movements in the region
to strengthen their struggle against all
imperialist powers, against imperial-
ist war; to call on the people not to
choose the one or the other imperi-
alist power, not to align themselves
with the bourgeois class; to develop
decisively the class struggle, trusting
in their own forces, the coordinated
anti-imperialist struggle and struggle
for a society free from the exploitation
of man by man. &

Egyptian Spring,
English Summer

Sam Hammond

In the wake of uprisings and
riots this year, from Cairo to
London, there has been much
talk of alienation. Most people
think that alienation is the result
of neglect. That can indeed be the
case, such as an indifferent parent
or a negligent friend. But social
alienation in its most general sense
is a phenomenon with roots in the
relations of class and strata within
exploiting society.

A stand-alone feature of exploit-
ing societies, basic alienation is the
separation of the producers from the
products of their labour. Slave, serf
or worker — only the form changes.

If this is so, then there must be
“alienators” and “alienated”, each
with a class identity. Social strata
can and do form sections of classes,
are classless, or can bridge classes
with feet planted on either side, in
a fluid, shifting, economically pro-
pelled movement from acquisition
to dispossession.

The separation of human beings
from what they produce requires
a complex package of historically
developed instruments of economic
coercion, fear, imposed ignorance, and
a set of laws enforced by the ruling
class instrument, the state.

To maintain this kind of control
and alienation in capitalist society,
and also to have a domestic market,
the exploiting class must pay wages
to purchase the labour power of the
working class, so it can purchase its
means of subsistence back from them.
Simply stated, re-purchasing what you
have produced and what has been
expropriated from you.

This very simple and correct
analysis is the basis of the finite
social relationships and complexi-
ties of modern imperialism, and the
complex expressions of alienation
between classes and strata in society.
It is also true that the producers can
never buy back all that they produce,
so as a market they are too small to
sustain their capitalists. Witness the
historical appearance of colonialism

and imperialism to capture cheap
labour and expanded markets.

Because of the phenomena
of relative “overproduction” and
“financialisation” under advanced
imperialism, the alienation of youth is
escalating at a completely predictable
pace. The irreconcilable contradiction
that defines capitalism — the inability
of the masses to purchase the goods
they produce — has almost destroyed
the “real” economy of manufacturing
and commaodity production.

Real wealth can only come from a
real economy. The transfer of invest-
ment in real production to the trading
in paper, in interest, in the purchase
and sale of debt itself, has brought
us to this stage of imperialism, to
privation, hunger, disease and war.
Hundreds of millions of workers have
become surplus, unwanted humanity
with no hope, no future and no pur-
chasing power.

When millions of workers
are surplus, the most experienced
are maintained as a reserve core,
and some youth are recruited for
“McJobs” at less than subsistence
wages. Even fewer are highly trained
and well rewarded technicians. The
majority are in the surplus pool. For
older workers this is where they have
arrived.

To understand the intensity of the
alienation of youth and its so called
anti-social behaviour, it must be
understood that millions of youth do
not arrive at unemployment, privation,
homelessness and social redundancy;
they start there. The hopelessness of
being born into a world that has no
real place for you does not breed
compliance, social responsibility and
worship for the laws of the capitalist
state. You cannot alienate, subjugate,
disenfranchise, disallow and demean
people, then expect them to behave
like ladies and gentlemen at a bour-
geois tea party.

Millions of youth have been
alienated from the means of produc-
tion itself, from the mainstream of
social existence, even from the class
that most of their parents belong to.
This is not the alienation of parental

neglect, but the objective disposal by
the ruling classes of surplus labour,
the expulsion of our own children
from the economic lever, strength
and nurturing that working people
employ in their mutual struggle to
survive.

This is a dangerous separation,
because classless people quickly lose
the culture of class consciousness
and the pragmatism of class unity
and struggle. Add to this strata of
classless youth the elements of the
ruined petty bourgeois, the victims
of cannibalistic monopoly capital
who have no cultural loyalty to the
workers and no tradition of disciplined
struggle. The mix can produce exactly
what we are witnessing in England,
or the more disciplined struggles of
the Chilean students, the Greeks, the
Egyptians or the heroic Palestinians.

It all depends on time, place and
the class forces at work: who leads
and who follows.

The hypocrisy of the English
Prime Minister, miffed about a short-
ened holiday, lecturing about social
responsibility and the preservation
of property, is laughable. Witness the
selected flunky of the ruling class,
backed by the media lecturing the
victims on their social behaviour.

The British capitalist class and
their bankers, like their compatriots
everywhere, have plundered the cof-
fers of their own state to the point
of bankruptcy. With their imperialist
partners (including Canada), they have
stolen and privatised the property
of the people and killed millions all
over the world, in a bloodbath of lies,
murder and greed. While overseeing
this, they languish in their spas, attend
royal shindigs, indulge in orgies of
drugs and privilege. From pulpit and
platform they scream and shudder in
fear of the stirrings of a generation
that might not be governable.

Their answer is to release the
paramilitary forces they have been
preparing, and the army if necessary,
to extend their rule during periods of
social awakening. The symbol of their
repression, recruited from our ranks,
wears helmet, bullet-proof vest, body

armour, gun belt, Plexiglas shield and
truncheon. The symbol of revolt is
the hoodie.

The state will temporarily prevail
in this one-sided contest, because
they are at war with a strata and not
a class. But the explosion is inevi-
table. Even if the activities of the
rioters range from craven to heroic,
objectively the responsibility lies
with the bourgeois state that itself
is doomed, unable and unwilling to
provide subsistence and dignity to
millions of young people.

It is not acceptable to sit in judg-
ment of those who plunder and burn at
home while honouring those who do
s0 as an instrument of imperial policy
on a grander scale in the third world.
After all, they do not cannibalise like
their masters.

The spread of their activities from
city to city, described as a plague
by hired wordsmiths of capital, is
really an act of youth solidarity. It is
completely logical for the struggle
to expand. The capitalists globally
are not in a panic yet, but if they had
any brains they would be.

What is needed everywhere is
the leadership of the working class
to give tactics, strategy and discipline
to this struggle. This requires an
objective and a program of escalating
demands that can be fought for and
organised around, eventually making
the possibility of a socialist world not
utopian but real. To adjust demands
to what the capitalists say is available
will leave the youth where they are
now: surplus humanity. To comply is
to be recruited to the parameters of
the state and become an accomplice
in the control mechanism.

The corporations can do this
with social democrats, but not with
communists. The responsibility for
this leadership rests historically
with the working class and their
most organised section, the unions.
The responsibility for injecting this
consciousness of historical necessity
into the class struggle rests with the
Communist Parties.

People’s Voice, Canada’s
Communist newspaper &
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Cyprus,
and hy

Gary Bond

Recently the Republic of Cyprus
celebrated its 51st year of inde-
pendence from Great Britain.
In celebration the government
organised official ceremonies and
military parades. These were
attended by a host of foreign
dignitaries, including representa-
tives from Greece and Russia. In
addition to the official celebra-
tions AKEL, Cyprus’ Communist
Party and the party of the current
President of Cyprus, Demetris
Christofias, organised its own mass
mobilisations to mark the event
and to demonstrate its firm support
for the measures of the Christofias
government.

While the anniversary of inde-
pendence would in itself be cause
for a national celebration this year’s
celebration has a larger significance.
This is because this year, the anni-
versary coincides with the start of
drilling for natural gas and possi-
ble other hydrocarbons in Cypriot
waters beneath the Mediterranean.
This activity is being carried out in
concert with the US based company
Nobel Energy.

The importance of this discovery
cannot be overstated. Sources call
it the most significant geostrategic
development in the region since the
NATO-instigated right-wing coup

and subsequent Turkish invasion
of the island in 1974. As might be
expected, certain circles in Turkey
are greatly concerned over the pros-
pect of the transformation of Cyprus
into a regional energy centre.
Among Turkey’s claims is that
any natural gas extraction would
make negotiations to resolve the
Turkish occupation of one-third of
Cyprus more difficult. It is hard
to come up with any rational basis
for this claim, and Turkey has not
tried to provide one. In fact Cypriot
Present Christofias has expressed
the belief that this new hydrocar-
bon wealth will serve as a powerful

Turkey
rocarbon politics
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impetus to the reunification of the
country. In partial response Turkey
has pushed through an “agreement”
with its proxy pseudo-state in the
north of Cyprus to allow Turkey
to conduct its own explorations in
waters between Northern Cyprus
and Turkey.

In addition, Turkey has issued a
variety of non-specific threats and is
currently conducting naval exercises
near the area that is the main focus
of the current activities. It has also
turned up the heat on Greece over
a dispute involving sea boundaries.

Commentators believe that these
threats are little more then bluster

¥ W,

since Cyprus’s activities are fully
protected by international law and are
being carried out within its exclusive
economic zone.

Recently the Russian ambas-
sador to Cyprus has reiterated his
nation’s support for Cyprus’s rights,
under international law, to exploit
the mineral wealth lying beneath its
territorial waters. Perhaps affirm-
ing this support are reports that
Russian naval forces are present
in the Mediterranean near Cyprus
although this is denied by the Russian
ambassador.

In addition to developing its own
energy resources Cyprus has signed

agreements to transfer Israeli natural
gas to Europe. Interests from the EU,
Israel and Russia are all clamouring
to invest in various aspects of the
Cypriot hydrocarbon sector. Thus,
the European allies of the US, Israel
and a US-based company seem to be
potentially lining upon the side of
Cyprus against Turkish provocations.
Turkey runs the risk of antagonis-
ing the US. In this light some say
Turkey’s provocative actions around
Cyprus may represent its frustration
that it can do nothing of substance to
prevent Cyprus’s development as an
independent energy power.
People’s World &

Solidarity with Egyptian
Mega textile workers

UNITE HERE expresses
solidarity with workers
at Mega Textile and con-
demns the vicious actions

The letter from Debbie Anderson, the Director of
International Affairs Department of UNITE HERE

of Mega Textile company
and the military authorities
in Menoufia/Egypt.

In response to the
urgent appeal of the textile
union to organisations and
labour unions in the world
to condemn the repressive
actions of the company
Mega Textile and military
authorities in Egypt against
the workers, UNITE HERE
has sent a strong message
condemning the suppres-
sion of the workers and
demanding the company to
do all it can to respond to
the demands of the workers.
UNITE HERE represents
more than 300,000 workers
in various sectors in North
America and has dozens of
branches in different cities
in the US and Canada.

Our campaign contin-
ues in its effort to mobilise
greater support for the
labour movement in Egypt
and to put pressure on the
authorities and companies
operating in Egypt to acqui-
esce to the just demands of
Egypt’s workers.

Shamal Alj,
Coordinator of the cam-
paign in solidarity with
the workers’ movement in
Egypt.

October 14, 2011

Dear Sirs,

On behalf of UNITE HERE, which represents over 300,000 workers in the
United States and Canada, including textile workers, | write to express our
dismay at what has recently taken place in Egypt. On Wednesday, October
12, a unit of the military police attacked more than 300 workers of Mega
Textile Company outside the government building in Menoufia, northwest
of Cairo. The military police used batons, electrical sticks and whips to
beat workers, injuring more than 20.

Textile workers said that their sit-in was attacked by thugs early on
October 12. That unwarranted and unprovoked attack then prompted
military police to crack down on the demonstrators, arresting 12 and
leaving 20 injured. Around 700 demonstrators were protesting outside
the government building when an unknown car hit a female protester,
who later died.

The workers were protesting against an administrative decision to
suspend 43 employees who belong to the company’s independent
trade union, because they spoke to the media about their dire working
conditions. Hala Abdel Hamid, member of the company’s independent
union and one of the protesters told reporters that the military police
took their colleagues and they did not know where they were. In her
words “Thugs were pulling females inside the building”.

We have been informed that the administration of Mega Textile Company
in Sadat city used thugs and armed men from tribes to prevent members
of the executive committee of the independent union to enter the
factory. The same thugs threatened other workers with death if they
didn’t leave the union.

UNITE HERE condemns the vicious actions of both the administration of
the company and the military rulers in Menoufia province. We call on the
Mega Textile Company to use all its influence to bring about a speedy and
just solution to this problem.

We will continue to monitor this situation, and will keep our membership
updated as well.

Sincerely,

Debbie Anderson
Director, International Affairs Department
UNITE HERE

Occupy Wall Street
blocks eviction

John Wojcik

After a firestorm of protests that
involved hundreds of thousands
of online petitions, signatures and
phone messages to New York’s
Mayor Bloomberg, and the arrival
in lower Manhattan overnight of
thousands of Occupy Wall Street
supporters, a threatened “clean
up” eviction of the demonstrators
was postponed last week.

Bloomberg had threatened that
the city would use force if neces-
sary to evict the protesters who
have been camped in the privately
owned Zucotti Park for nearly a
month. Bloomberg said the evic-
tion was necessary to “clean up”
the park and that the protesters
would be allowed to return, but
under strict rules. The rules he put
forward would have, in effect, shut
down the round-the-clock protest.

As soon as the threat was
announced, thousands of demon-
strators began a highly publicised
clean-up of the park showing the
national media that they have
been taking good care of the area
throughout the occupation.

MoveOn.org and the AFL-CIO
cranked up an enormous on-line
and email campaign to fight the
threatened eviction. In just two
hours, more than 20,000 signed
the AFL-CIO petition calling
on Bloomberg to respect the
First Amendment rights of the
demonstrators.

Vincent Alvares, president of
the New York City Central Labour
Council, rushed to City Hall where
he met with Bloomberg, urging the
mayor to allow the demonstrators to
remain in the park.

AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka denounced the threatened
closing of the park: “It is clear that
what is being threatened in Zucotti
Park is nothing but silencing the
voices and stomping out the rights
of Americans. The AFL-CIO stands
with Occupy Wall Street and the 99
percent of Americans just trying to
level the massively unequal playing
field.”

Representatives of the real
estate firm that owns the park met
with Occupy Wall Street supporters
early this morning and reached an
agreement to develop a clean-up
campaign that would not include
forcible eviction.

The victory was celebrated by
everyone in the encampment.

People camped out in the park
note that they have been cleaning
the park since the protests began.
They have formed an official
Occupy Wall Street Sanitation
Operation.

“You want to cleanup some-
thing? Clean up those crooks
on Wall Street,” New York
Councilman Charles Barron com-
mented late yesterday.

The National Nurses United
announced that it will set up a first
aid and medical station in Zucotti
Park to provide basic medical
assistance to the demonstrators. The
medical centre will be staffed by
registered nurses who are members
of the union.

The nurses say they will be
establishing similar medical centres
in other cities where the Occupy
Wall Street protests are growing.
People’s World &
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The IMF’s role In the creation of

famines In Somalia

Michel Chossudovsky

Somalia was a pastoral economy
based on “exchange” between
nomadic herdsmen and small
agriculturalists. Nomadic pasto-
ralists accounted for 50 percent
of the population. In the 1970s,
resettlement programs led to the
development of a sizeable sector of
commercial pastoralism. Livestock
contributed to 80 percent of export
earnings until 1983. Despite recur-
rent droughts, Somalia remained
virtually self-sufficient in food until
the 1970s.

The International Monetary Bank
(IMF)-World Bank intervention in the
early 1980s contributed to exacerbat-
ing the crisis of Somali agriculture.
The economic reforms undermined
the fragile exchange relationship
between the “nomadic economy”
and the “sedentary economy”, that is,
between pastoralists and small farm-
ers, characterised by money transac-
tions as well as traditional barter.

A very tight austerity program
was imposed on the government
largely to release the funds required
to service Somalia’s debt servicing
obligations to the Paris Club. In fact,
a large share of the external debt
was held by the Washington-based
financial institutions. According to
an International Labour Organisation
(ILO) mission report: “The Fund
alone among Somalia’s major recipi-
ents of debt service payments, refuses
to reschedule ... De facto it is helping
to finance an adjustment program, one
of whose major goals is to repay the
IMF itself ...”

The structural adjustment pro-
gram reinforced Somalia’s depend-
ence on imported grain. From the
mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, food
aid increased 15-fold, at the rate of
31 percent per annum. Combined
with increased commercial imports,
this influx of cheap surplus wheat
and rice sold in the domestic market
led to the displacement of domestic
producers, as well as a major shift
in food consumption patterns to the
detriment of traditional crops (maize
and sorghum).

The devaluation of the Somali
shilling imposed by the IMF in
June 1981 was followed by periodic
devaluations, leading to hikes in the
prices of fuel, fertiliser and farm
inputs. The impact on agriculturalists
was immediate particularly in rain-fed
agriculture but also in the areas of

Free Entry

irrigated farming. Urban purchasing
power declined dramatically, gov-
ernment extension programs were
curtailed, infrastructure collapsed,
and the deregulation of the grain
market and the influx of “food aid”
led to the impoverishment of farming
communities.

Also, during this period, much of
the best agricultural land was appro-
priated by bureaucrats, army officers
and merchants with connections to the
government. Rather than promoting
food production for the domestic mar-
ket, the donors were encouraging the
development of so-called “high value
added” fruits, vegetables, oilseeds and
cotton for export on the best irrigated
farmland.

As of the early 1980s, prices for
imported livestock drugs increased
as a result of the depreciation of the
currency. The World Bank encouraged
the exaction of user fees for veterinar-
ian services to the nomadic herdsmen,
including the vaccination of animals.
A private market for veterinary drugs
was promoted.

The functions performed by the
Ministry of Livestock were phased
out; the veterinary laboratory serv-
ices of the Ministry were to be fully
financed on a cost-recovery basis.
According to the World Bank, “vet-
erinarian services are essential for
livestock development in all areas,
and they can be provided mainly by
the private sector. Since few private
veterinarians will choose to practise
in the remote pastoral areas, improved
livestock care will also depend on
‘para vets’ paid from drug sales.”

The privatisation of animal
health was combined with the
absence of emergency animal feed
during periods of drought, the
commercialisation of water and
the neglect of water and rangeland
conservation. The results were pre-
dictable: the herds were decimated
and so were the pastoralists who rep-
resented 50 percent of the country’s
population. The hidden objective
of this program was to eliminate
the nomadic herdsmen involved in
the traditional exchange economy.
According to the World Bank,
“adjustments” in the size of the herds
are in any event beneficial because
nomadic pastoralists in Sub-Saharan
Africa are narrowly viewed as a
cause of environmental degradation.

The collapse in veterinarian
services also indirectly served the
interests of the rich countries: in 1984,

A Somali father with his daughter.

Somali cattle exports to Saudi Arabia
and the Gulf countries plummeted as
Saudi beef imports were redirected
to suppliers from Australia and the
European Community. The ban on
Somali livestock imposed by Saudi
Arabia was not, however, removed
once the rinderpest disease epidemic
had been eliminated.

The restructuring of government
expenditure under the supervision of
the Bretton Woods institutions also
played a crucial role in destroying
food agriculture. Agricultural infra-
structure collapsed and recurrent
expenditure in agriculture declined
by about 85 percent in relation to
the mid-1970s. The Somali govern-
ment was prevented by the IMF from
mobilising domestic resources. Tight
targets for the budget deficit were set.

Moreover, the donors increas-
ingly provided “aid” not in the form
of imports of capital and equipment
but in the form of “food aid”. The
latter would in turn be sold by the
government on the local market and
the proceeds of these sales (the so-
called “counterpart funds™) would be
used to cover the domestic costs of
development projects. As of the early
1980s, the sale of food aid became
the principal source of revenue for
the state, thereby enabling donors to
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take control of the entire budgetary
process.

The economic reforms were
marked by the disintegration of health
and educational programs. By 1989,
expenditure on health had declined by
78 percent in relation to its 1975 level.
According to World Bank figures,
the level of recurrent expenditure on
education in 1989 was about US$4
per annum per primary school student,
down from about US$82 in 1982.
From 1981 to 1989, school enrol-
ment declined by 41 percent (despite
a sizeable increase in the population
of school age), textbooks and school
materials disappeared from the class-
rooms, school buildings deteriorated
and nearly a quarter of the primary
schools closed down. Teachers’ sala-
ries declined to abysmally low levels.

The IMF-World Bank program
has led the Somali economy into a
vicious circle: the decimation of the
herds pushed the nomadic pastoralists
into starvation, which in turn back-
lashed on grain producers who sold
or bartered their grain for cattle. The
entire social fabric of the pastoralist
economy was undone. The collapse
in foreign exchange earnings from
declining cattle exports and remit-
tances (from Somali workers in the
Gulf countries) backlashed on the
balance of payments and the state’s
public finances, leading to the break-
down of the government’s economic
and social programs.

Small farmers were displaced as
a result of the dumping of subsidised
US grain on the domestic market
combined with the hike in the price
of farm inputs. The impoverishment
of the urban population also led to
a contraction of food consumption.
In turn, state support in the irrigated
areas was frozen and production in the
state farms declined. The latter were
to be closed down or privatised under
World Bank supervision.

According to World Bank esti-
mates, real public sector wages in
1989 had declined by 90 percent in
relation to the mid-1970s. Average
wages in the public sector had fallen
to US$3 a month, leading to the
inevitable disintegration of the civil
administration.

A program to rehabilitate civil
service wages was proposed by the
World Bank (in the context of a

reform of the civil service), but this
objective was to be achieved within
the same budgetary envelope by dis-
missing some 40 percent of public
sector employees and eliminating sal-
ary supplements. Under this plan, the
civil service would have been reduced
to a mere 25,000 employees by 1995
(in a country of six million people).
Several donors indicated keen interest
in funding the cost associated with the
retrenchment of civil servants.

In the face of impending disaster,
no attempt was made by the interna-
tional donor community to rehabilitate
the country’s economic and social
infrastructure, to restore levels of
purchasing power and to rebuild the
civil service: the macroeconomic
adjustment measures proposed by
the creditors in the year prior to the
collapse of the government of General
Siyad Barre in January 1991 called
for a further tightening over public
spending, the restructuring of the
central bank, the liberalisation of
credit (which virtually thwarted the
private sector) and the liquidation
and divestiture of most of the state
enterprises.

In 1989, debt servicing obliga-
tions represented 194.6 percent of
export earnings. The IMF’s loan
was cancelled because of Somalia’s
outstanding arrears, while the World
Bank had approved a structural adjust-
ment loan for US$70 million in June
1989 which was frozen a few months
later owing to Somalia’s poor macr-
oeconomic performance. Arrears with
creditors had to be settled before the
granting of new loans and the nego-
tiation of debt rescheduling. Somalia
was tangled in the straightjacket of
debt servicing and structural adjust-
ment; the rest is recent history.

Somalia’s experience shows how
a country can be devastated by mac-
roeconomic policy: there are many
Somalias in the developing world
and the economic reform package
implemented in Somalia is similar to
that applied in more than 80 devel-
oping countries. But there is another
significant dimension; Somalia is a
nomadic pastoralist economy, and
throughout Africa the nomadic live-
stock economy is being undermined
by the IMF-World Bank program in
much the same way as in Somalia.
Third World Resurgence &
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Let the people of
Myanmar decide

Do | understand this correctly?
Burma Campaign Australia (The
Guardian 5-10-11) is calling on the
war criminal Australian imperial-
ist government to maintain its
sanctions on the poor oppressed
nation of Myanmar (Burma) which
is taking a defiant, independent
path away from imperialism? As
Communists, are we expected to
rejoice?

The call is to maintain sanctions
in the face of “human rights abuses”,
yet the call is directed at a government
whose very hands are drenched in
blood of “human rights abuses” and
on a scale far greater than alleged of
Myanmar’s regime.

How can any “progressive”
movement ask the Australian Labor
government to act as moral guard-
ians, when this selfsame government
is responsible for crimes against
humanity such as; maintaining the
murderous occupation of Afghanistan
and directly assisting and carrying out
the slaughter of Afghan civilians and
propping up that disgusting stooge
Karzai “government”.

Also as enthusiastic supporters

of US imperialism’s occupation and
mass murder of 1.5 million Iraqgis, of
being fervent defenders of the racist,
fascist Zionist settler state of Israel,
and its genocidal, ethnic cleansing of
the heroic Palestinian people; and last
but not least, the Australian “Labor”
Party’s despicable, grovelling role
in the predatory, barbarous assault
on Libya, and the removal of the
revolutionary Gaddaffi regime from
Tripoli. And this cretinous clique of
imperialist gangsters are to protect
the people of Myanmar from tyranny!

Of course, the greatest terror-
ist nation on earth, namely, that
wild beast US imperialism, who
have drowned the world in the
blood of martyrs, offer up support
for the overthrow of the Yangon
government. Support also comes
from another nefarious source, that
decrepit dinosaur of medieval reac-
tion and virulently anti-Communist,
imperialist-stooge the Dalai Lama,
along with his moribund band of
CIA-funded relics.

Does Aung San Suu Kyi distance
herself from this den of thieving,
murdering bandits (US, Australia,
Dalai Lama) or does she welcome
it? It does not matter if the support
of imperialist reaction is objective,
or subjective. This is politics; it is
life and death for humanity. We can-
not afford to be seduced by alluring
slogans on “human rights”, but make
a Marxist-Leninist analysis on all
matters, especially the most complex.

Instead of calling for the imperi-
alist Labor government to maintain
sanctions at the behest of US terror-
ism, the call should be: No imperialist
interference in Myanmar! Let the peo-
ple of Myanmar work out their fate.

Mark Window
SA

Manufacturing v
finance capital

The British Prime Minister openly
declared war on the German pro-
posal to tax financial transactions
in the banking economy. Other UK
politicians are seriously threaten-
ing to withdraw from the EU.
Cameron accurately argues that
Britain is still the financial capital
of Europe and this tax would affect
the profit of British capitalist and
so he is hostile to it.

This scenario comes from a
historical late 19th century decision
where the British dropped the pursuit
of its manufacturing industry for a
more profitable position of being
financial imperialists i.e. investments,
insurance gambling and lenders all
reinforced with the aid of its military.
In other words, not producers but
paper shufflers.

The dispute today between the
Germans and the British is a dispute
between two types of bourgeoisie, the
second biggest manufacturing export-
ing capitalists in the world — Germany
and the financial capitalists of Britain,
the most loathed of all the different
types of capitalist enterprises.

From the very beginning of the
economic crisis the German bourgeoi-
sie have been blaming finance capital
for causing this problem of loss of
revenue and have been demanding
that Angela Merkel put laws in place
to stop the financial sector from creat-
ing havoc by undermining national
economies. Merkel has stated that this
is her desire but she knows that it is
unachievable because this is a direct
threat to the UK but more importantly
the US paper shuffler capitalists who
still militarily control the world.

If one has to take a position
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between supporting one group of
capitalists over another at least
manufacturing produces something. A
communist approach is to nationalise
all the banks but in the meantime let’s
join the people and the manufacturing
capitalists and demand these paper
shufflers at least be taxed without
passing on the costs.
H Patterson
Vic

Older Australians and
mental health

I listen to the radio quite a lot and
sometimes | have an impression
that it is a strange third-world
country they are talking about, not
Australia. Last week for instance
the minister responsible for Ageing
and Mental Health (did not quite
catch his name) talked about
mental health and older people,
saying that more attention should
be paid to that problem.

Can’t agree more — sometimes
after a certain age doctors seem to

ignore older patients and put down
everything that may be wrong with
them to old age. But what | did not
know about and was quite shocked
to find out was the fact that there
are more people with mental health
problems in our jails than there are in
hospitals. That is horrible.

When mental institutions were
closed down in the 1980s it was done
with the pretext that patients could be
cared for in the community. That was
presented as a humane and proper
treatment. There were no facilities
built to cope with the patients and
many were left to fend for themselves
or had to rely on relatives for assist-
ance. So the problem was shifted to
jails — not an ideal place to deal with
a mental illness. If a larger number of
inmates in our jails get there because
of a mental illness in the first place
— what does it say about our society
where people are put into jails because
they are sick?

Mati English
Sydney
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Aussie
actors in
Aussie
films

Motion pictures are an art form.
Of that there is no doubt (despite
the unfortunate efforts of some
filmmakers to whom art is a for-
eign language they never learnt).
But the movies are also — by virtue
of the sheer number of people and
crafts needed to make a movie —an
industry.

And, as an industry under
capitalism, it is at the beck and call
of the people who control the money:
the banks and other financiers who
put up the funding for each new film.

In the heyday of the Hollywood
studios, film making was at least
nominally controlled by studio
moguls who had started their careers
as dry cleaners or penny arcade
operators. But they hired people
to direct or produce or write their
films who did know what they were
about — in the process pillaging the
film industries of the rest of the
world for talented people. Before
long Hollywood dominated world
film production, pushing many small

national film industries to the wall
in the ruthless drive for monopoly
profits.

As an English-speaking country,
Auwustralia was particularly vulnerable
to domination by Hollywood. There
was no language barrier to give our
film industry an edge. Instead, if we
were fortunate enough to develop an
actor with star appeal, he or she would
not only be whisked off to Hollywood
with the offer of big money, but
would be taught how to speak with
an American accent, so no one would
know they were from Australia.

For Americans are nothing if not
insular. Wherever they go they want
to eat American food, watch American
TV, listen to American music and
hear American voices. And American
capitalists — and all the rest of the
world’s capitalists who are hoping to
get a seat at the Americans’ table —
pander to that desire. Multiculturalism
is not a priority for the businessmen
of the USA.

Not only actors but also the
creative people behind the cameras
were targets for US acquisition. But
that wasn’t all that the American
film industry coveted. Hollywood
has always pillaged the rest of the
world for ideas for films too, happily
adapting other countries’ films to
American idioms and settings. Josef
von Sternberg’s Shanghai Express,
a piece of quintessential Hollywood
hokum starring Marlene Dietrich,
was actually a remake (some would
say a copy) of the Soviet film Blue
Express made a couple of years
earlier. Similarly, when renowned
Soviet director Sergei Eisenstein
went to Hollywood in the 1930s,
they asked him to remake his silent
classic about the 1905 Revolution,
Battleship Potemkin, as a vehicle for
Ronald Coleman!

I do not have a problem with the
film industry of any country making
its own version of a film originally
made by another country. In the
theatre, plays are often adapted and
reworked to suit the idioms and

tastes of other countries and cultures.
Providing the adaptation is not simply
an excuse to allow the stealing of
another writer’s plot, then adapting
a film or play from one country to
be presented in another country can
be culturally stimulating, a case of
cross-fertilisation if you like.

However, capitalism being the
system it is, the desire to maximise
profits frequently means that the
company that makes the remake
tries to effectively bury the original.
When we were obtaining the prints
of Alfred Hitchcock’s British films
for a season at the National Film
Theatre of Australia, we contacted
the production company of one of his
films only to be told that they could
not give permission because they
had sold the “remake rights” years
ago to Universal Studios in the US.
Universal however had never gone
ahead with the remake so maintained
that their interest in the film was null
and void.

I eventually got permission to

use the film in the form of a waiver:
each company claimed the other
was the legal copyright holder, but
since neither of them objected to
our screening the film anyway they
agreed it was safe to assume we had
permission to run it. Phew!

Currently, the Screen Producers
Association of Australia is trying to
get the rules changed that govern the
use of foreign actors in Australian
films. According to reports in the
Australian media, “producers want
more flexibility to recruit foreign
talent because financiers are
increasingly prone to request that
A-list foreign actors are cast before
they commit to financing.”

In other words, “if you want our
money, you use the actors we want
and (presumably) make the kind of
films we want”.

This approach did not impress
David Tiley, editor of Screen Hub
Australia, who commented: “The
threat in Australia has always
been that our world just becomes

a backdrop to mostly American
stories. That is a reprehensible way
of perpetuating our cultural identity.”

Hear, hear David! Australia
may be only a young country, but
we have a tradition of developing
our own literature, including our
own realist literature, our own
theatre, our own folk music, our own
paintings and our own films. We
were pioneers in the film industry,
in fact, before Hollywood had even
been thought of.

Australian films and television,
devised and written by Australians,
made and performed by Australians,
for Australian audiences are an
essential part of developing Australia’s
own national culture and also an
essential part of fostering the arts in
this country, for the people of this
country. And that in turn is how the
artists of this country (including those
working in the art of the film) can
interact with and influence the artists
of the world. &
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he No.1 Ladies Detective

Agency (ABC1 Sunday
October 23 at 8.30pm) continues
to mine its chosen patch of turf for
examples of Africans being colourful,
outrageous and just plain loveably
ingenuous. It still reminds me of the
tales of Uncle Remus in the deep
south of the USA (you remember,
the yarns about Brer Rabbit outsmart-
ing Brer Fox, the animals standing
in for the USA’s African-American
population).

This week’s episode, Problems

In Moral Philosophy, is more of the
same, essentially encouraging viewers
to laugh at the people of Botswana
rather than with them.

his week on Rome Wasn’t

Built In A Day (ABC1
Tuesday October 25 at 8.30pm,
repeated on ABC2 Saturday
October 29 at 7:30pm) the 21st
century building crew constructing
a Roman villa in Britain using only
ancient methods and tools, have
reached the halfway point. The giant
oak frame is up and now the race is
on to get the roof finished before the
weather breaks.

The men have had any number of

unexpected headaches, from creating
200,000 tiny tessera tiles needed to

make the floor to making the huge
phallus to be mounted on the villa to
bring fertility and good luck. But in
the course of the episode they reflect
on the pleasure this unique project
has brought them. Certainly, it hasn’t
been the ordinary building job they
expected when they signed on!

he Mastercrafts series (ABC1

Thursdays at 6.00pm) in
which a trio of novices are given a
crash course in one of the traditional
crafts that predated the industrial
revolution, has turned out to be much
more watchable than a bald synopsis
would suggest. This week the craft on
offer is Stained Glass.

The skills of manufacturing
glass were brought to Britain by the
Romans over 2,000 years ago and
their use was closely associated with
the new religion called Christianity.

It takes four to five years to train
properly as a stained glass craftsman,
but the trainees in the program have
only six weeks, which is clearly a
weakness in the series: they are almost
being set up to fail. Nevertheless, at
the end of their short course they are
expected to design and make a story
window fit to grace a public building.

he quiz show/panel game

Ql (ABC1 Thursdays at
8.00pm) continues a tradition that
dates back to the hey day of radio:
quiz shows that were not about win-
ning huge amounts of cash, but were
simply opportunities to show off the
panellists” erudition and wit. Shows
like My Word and its stable-mate My
Music, or here in Australia, the very
popular Quiz Kids.

This week’s QI is all about
“Horses and Hunting”, so we have
to listen to the silly “horsey” sounds
their buzzers make in keeping with the
theme of the show (a tiresome proce-
dure that should have been dropped
long since). This week’s panellists

are Jimmy Carr, Dara O’Briain, Clare
Balding and Alan Davies.

While on the subject of things that
should be dropped, one must ask why
Quiz Master Stephen Fry persists
in treating the scores as though they
were really significant, when of course
they are of no interest or value at all.
For those who like to look things up
beforehand so they can seem like a
smart-aleck, the first question tonight
is “how did the horses of New York
City kill twenty thousand people in
the year 1900?”

I am unsure whether the ten-part
series Choccywoccydoodah
(ABC1 Fridays at 6.00pm) is a pro-
gram or a commercial for the Brighton
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chocolate shop that features in it. This
specialty shop produces “seriously
amazing cakes” for a “truly impres-
sive list of celebrities”. Impressive
presumably for the outrageous prices
they are prepared to pay for their
cakes. At up to two metres tall and
with a price tag of a cool £9,000, these
cakes, we are told, are “works of art”.
So they might be, but they are
also indulgences by people who have
more money than they should have.
In this week’s episode the extravagant
consumption is by “rock god” Alice
Cooper whose cake is in the form of
“an extravagant gothic horror”.
£9,000 for a cake? Who do they
think they are?
have not seen tonight’s episode
of Bored To Death (ABC1
Fridays at 10.05 pm), but | have
enjoyed the series so far. It was made
for US cable outfit Home Box Office
which has been responsible for quite a
few enterprising commercial programs
(such as True Blood and this one).

Tonight’s episode, called The Case
Of The Beautiful Blackmailer, sees
would-be private eye Jonathan (Jason
Schwartzman) enlisted to retrieve a
sex tape that a female escort is using
to extort money from a married man.

It sounds about normal: with his
friend Ray (Zach Galifianakis) and
boss George (Ted Danson) tagging
along, Jonathan ends up in a motel
room with the escort, who attempts
to blackmail him as well. Ray and
George are not much use, being
stoned out of their skulls. Meanwhile
the escort’s enraged brother is on his
way over to do Jonathan a mischief!

This year’s Andrew Olle Media
Lecture (ABC1 Sunday 23 October
at 10.30pm) will be given by that
luminary of the Nine Network Laurie
Oakes. We are told that “Mr Oakes’
lecture will focus on the blurring
of the boundary between news and
entertainment as it affects political
coverage”. Given his history, he
should certainly know his subject! &

Sydney
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November 4

Tenpa Dugdak, The Tibet Effect;

November 11

November 18

Gaelic Club

in the pub

BEYOND THE CARBON PRICE — WHAT SHOULD THE NEXT
STEP BE & HOW TO EFFECTIVELY CAMPAIGN FOR IT

James Goodman, UTS & Friends of the Earth;
Georgina Wood, Director, Climate Action Network Australia

THE MALAYSIAN/PAPUAN "SOLUTION" DEAL —
ONLY A CYNICAL GOVERNMENT PLOY — CONSEQUENCES!!

Julian Burnside, Barrister, Human Rights advocate;
Phil Glendenning, Director, Edmund Rice Centre

TIBET: THE ONGOING HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES,
THREATS TO ITS PEOPLE & CULTURE —
EMERGING GLOBAL OUTRAGE

Tenzin Tsundue,Tibetan Youth Congress & Friends of Tibet

CUBA’S SOCIAL POLICY’S INTERNATIONAL INFLUENCE —
eg: GIFT OF THEIR DOCTORS TO TIMOR

Tim Anderson, Political Economy, Sydney University;
Speaker from Consulate-General for Cuba

AUSTRALIA'S ONE-SPEED ECONOMY —
RECESSION OR RECOVERY?

lan Verrender, economic journalist SMH;
Steve Keen, University of Western Sydney

Every Friday 6pm i 7.45

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Charles Bradley 02 9692 0005
odl_bradley@pacific.net.au

www.politicsinthepub.org.au
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Vale Della Elliott;
unionist, socialist, feminist

The Maritime Union of Australia
expresses its deepest condo-
lences for the passing of Della
(Kondelea) Elliott, 1917-2011.
A militant progressive, feminist,
and unionist, Della Elliott will be
greatly missed.

In the words of author Rowan
Cahill, Kondelea, known as Della,
was a charming, perceptive person —
one of those people who have contrib-
uted a great deal to the history of this
nation in her capacity as an organiser,
worker, and confidante to some major
Left figures over the years.

Della was the partner of former
Seaman’s Union (SUA) leader Eliot
V Elliott.

However, because she was a
woman and tended to work behind
the scenes out of the limelight, she
has become one of “the legion of the
overlooked”, part of the forgotten
tapestry of our social history.

The Eliot-Della partnership began
in May 1951 during the New Zealand
wharf strike when they worked
together coordinating and distributing
union donations in support of the New
Zealand strikers; some of this money
was smuggled across the Tasman via
the motor vessel Wanganella.

At the time, Della was secretary
to Waterside Workers’ Federation
(WWEF) leader Jim Healy. In solidarity
during the 151 day strike, Australian
wharfies refused to handle cargoes
from New Zealand. The Sydney and
Melbourne offices of the WWF and
the SUA were raided by police, and
Healy was charged under the Crimes
Act for hindering trade.

The Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation believed
the New Zealand strike was part of a
Moscow orchestrated campaign to dis-
rupt waterfront activity in Australia,

youl
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New Zealand, and on the American
West Coast.

This was the second time Della
had been involved in a clandestine
funding operation; in defiance of
Commonwealth legislation that froze
union bank assets, she was responsible
for the safety of 8,000 pounds worth
of donations to coal field strikers
during the 1949 Coal Strike.

Della’s family name was
Xenodohos (changed for Australian
usage to Nicholas, based on the
father’s first name); and she was
one of four children born to a Greek
migrant father from Queensland and
an Australian-born mother.

Born not long before the demise
of Russian Tsarism, Della left school
at 14, trained as a shorthand typist and
joined the workforce in 1932.

Active in communist youth activi-
ties, she joined the Communist Party
during late adolescence.

Due to limited opportunities for
office employment Della found work
cleaning, washing, and cooking; she
also obtained some waitressing work.
When office work was eventually
secured it was with a succession of
Left organisations — the International
Labour Defence, Friends of the
Soviet Union, the Militant Minority
Movement.

Active in the NSW Branch of the
Federated Clerks’ Union since join-
ing in 1936, Della was elected to the
Central Council (1940), elected as an
organiser (1942), and in 1943 became
Assistant Secretary, the first woman in
the union’s history to hold high office.

She held this position until resign-
ing in 1948 for reasons of “ill-health”,
in reality internecine left wing union
politics. Commenting at the time upon
Della’s career, the union’s journal The
Clerk noted that “since her election ...

=p democratically minded people in Australia.

individuals

/|

sympathisers,

she has become recognised as one of
the leading personalities of the Trade
Union Movement”.

A great friend of Jessie Street,
Della’s special interests throughout
her life were the status of women
and the issue of equal pay for
women, both of which she pursued
tenaciously as a delegate to the NSW
Labor Council during the 1940s, and
as an ACTU delegate in 1945 and
1947. She was successful on Labor
Council in having policy on equal pay
laid down. In September 1947 at the
ACTU Congress she was successful
in moving the first resolution to set
forth a positive action program for
the equal pay campaign, giving life
to paper decisions.

Having relinquished her execu-
tive position with the Clerks’ Union,
Della maintained her association with
the union and remained a delegate
to the NSW Labor Council. She was
also prominently involved with the
Trade Union Equal Pay Committee,
established in 1946 with Jessie Street
as Chairperson. Della served on the
executive of this active outfit from
its outset - Committee Member
1946; Acting Joint Chair January
1947 in the absence of Jessie Street;
Joint Secretary from October 1948;
Secretary 1949-50.

Along with union involvement
Della was prominently involved
throughout the period, and subse-
quently, in progressive campaigns and
organisations, for example Sheepskins
for Russia, the League for Democracy
in Greece, the Union of Australian
Women.

During the Cold War period
Delia commenced working for the
WWEF, and was in charge of its office
for many years when Jim Healy
was General Secretary. In 1955 she

Melbourne

People Power Stops the March to Fascism in Australia

Celebrate the 60™ Anniversary of the defeat of the
Referendum to Ban the Communist Party

On 22 September 1951 in a nationwide referendum a majority of the Australian people rejected the
reactionary Menzies government's attempt to ban the Communist Party & crush the working class.

=% The defeat of the referendum was the result of a colossal 18 month campaign wa%ed jointly by the
of Australia, D.H. Evatt (then Opposition Leader of the Labor

arty) and many

The draconian, anti-democratic legislation would give powers to the Federal government to declare
and organisations as Communist or 1 an :
Union officials, rank and file unionists, political activists, peace and comm_unllt:y activists and academics
could be banned and sacked from their jobs. Members of the Communist Pa

Marxist ideas, Socialism and Communism could be locked up in gaol for 5 years.

This was a mass campaign brought together and mobilised many people from different walks of life and
/| organisations, it stands alongside the Eureka Stockade, anti-conscription and penal pow%rnsssg%g;;[es,

and ban their activities.

rty and sympathisers of

anti-Vietnam War campaign, the 1998 MUA dispute and Your Rights at Work Campaign in 2
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i What lessons can be learnt from this struggle of the working class and its Communist Party?

- Humphrey McQueen, Marxist historian & activist.
- Veteran activists in the referendum campaign.

Sunday 23 October 2011
A Where: Democritus House, 583 High St, Northcote
$10 Food included. Drinks available

sed :. Communist Party of Australia (M-L) and Communist Party of Australia.

Further Information contact: 0459 544319 or 0419 523886

Portrait of Della (Kondelia) Elliot, painted by Ivy (Billy) Shore.

moved to the SUA, working on the
Seamen’s Journal as a journalist, and
later organising the federal office. She
worked in these capacities until her
retirement in 1988. During this period
the Journal became an important and
indispensable membership forum,
each monthly issue publishing a wide
range of rank and file letters, articles,
and discussion pieces.

In 2000 she was awarded a
Premier’s Award for Community
Service in recognition of her work on
the MV Noongah Trust Fund, estab-
lished after the ship’s sinking in 1969.
Her work assisting the dependents of
the men who perished carried on for
many years, and she was recognised
for this service.

Mrs Capare, formerly Mrs
Hopkins, who lost her first husband
in that tragedy wrote at the time:

“Mrs Elliott is ... an outstanding
citizen, and is truly deserving of an
award which recognises her contri-
bution and achievements especially
those on behalf of the families whose
husbands, sons, brothers or fathers
were lost on the Noongah. Her sup-
port and the assistance which she
maintained so promptly and effec-
tively greatly assisted my children’s
development.”

In later life Della was recog-
nised and contributed to a variety
of causes she felt strongly about,

including establishing the Della Elliott
Indigenous Scholarship for Women at
the University of Sydney’s Women’s
College.

National Secretary of the MUA
Paddy Crumlin said “The Maritime
Union of Australia expresses its deep-
est sympathies with the family and
friends of Della Elliott, and acknowl-
edges the many years of great work
and service she contributed not just
to the SUA and the MUA, but to the
union movement and other progres-
sive political movements.

“Throughout her life she was
greatly respected and loved particu-
larly by seafarers. She was held in
the highest of regard. She remained
politically active right up until her
last years and would send out on a
regular basis her political analysis
of both national and international
developments.

“She was particularly involved
in identifying the important legacy
of her husband and partner in all
things — Federal Secretary of the SUA,
Eliot V Elliott. She was as important
a contributor and as much a part of
the fabric of the union as any other
person in our long history.

“On her passing, many in this
country and around the world are
reflecting on a life of activity that
was a celebration of working class
values.” &

Perth

Reclaim The Night

In an Empire of Violence: Women Strike Back

End violence against women!
No to rape and sexual harassment!
No to CHOGM: Cease funding war and exploitation.
Increase funding to women'’s refuges and rape crisis services

5pm Friday October 28
Perth Cultural Centre
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