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The Productivity Commission’s (PC) 
report “Caring for Older Australians” is 
a blueprint for a neo-liberal deregulation 
and privatisation of aged care services in 
Australia. Its prime focus is caring for 
profi ts, not people. It proposes increasing 
the price “customers” pay for community 
and residential aged care and so boost the 
return on investments (profi ts) made by the 
corporate sector. “This report abandons aged 
care as a community service and replaces it 
with a user pays system funded by fl ogging 
the family home,” Combined Pensioners and 
Superannuants Association of NSW (CPSA) 
policy coordinator Paul Versteege said.

The CPSA, whose members are pension-
ers, superannuants and low-income retirees, 
described the report as “a declaration of war 
on older Australians”. “Flog off the family 
home for a nursing home bed? Over my dead 
body,” is the response of some members who 
have told the CPSA they would sooner die than 
sell the family home to be institutionalised in 
a nursing home.

“Choice” is a constant theme in the report, 
one taken up by PM Gillard to sell its priva-
tisation and deregulation agenda. Choice will 
depend on the hip pocket and the value of the 
family home. Those who have rented all their 
lives, have a small modest home and low income 
will have little choice. 

Deregulation
The sector is tightly regulated with the 

number of government-subsidised beds limited. 
Nursing homes must meet specifi c standards 
regarding staffi ng, facilities, food, etc to gain 
accreditation for different types and levels 
(low, acute, dementia) of care. Unfortunately, 
these regulations are not tightly monitored. 
Unless there are a large number of complaints, 
an annual “spot inspection” is about all the 
providers need to worry about between regular 
accreditation renewals.

The PC proposes the abolition of spot checks 
on all centres, limiting them to where there are 
complaints.

It also recommends that the distinction 
between high and low care be removed, which 
is not in itself a bad thing. But it then wants to 
open up the area so that all levels of care can 
be subjected to a bond or a daily charge in its 
place. At present nursing homes can only impose 
a bond on those assessed as requiring low care 
accommodation.

The bond would be set at a level equivalent 
to a public accommodation charge which must 

be specifi ed up front. At present some nursing 
homes look at the fi nances of an applicant and 
set the bond accordingly!

The daily charge could be set at any amount 
that the market could bear – that is where the 
“competition” and “choice” come in. The present 
system of licensing which limits the number 
of beds would be abolished. The private sector 
could expand as hard and fast as it can raise the 
capital – paving the way for future collapses and 
the tragic consequences that follow for patients 
and their families.

Higher charges
Raising the charges for care and extending 

bonds to high care beds and to those with lower 
incomes and would provide the corporate owners 
of nursing homes with billions more in interest 
and investment capital. To do that “consumers” 
require more money to pay.

At present around 40 percent of people 
in nursing homes have paid a bond to secure 
a bed. The average bond is around $213,000, 
with many paying in excess of $500,000, some 
more than one $1 million. The minimum basic 
daily fee in a nursing home is 84 percent of the 
base rate of the pension (currently $38 per day).

As the CPSA points out that, “Aged care 
pensioner residents pay most of their income 
in daily fees, imposing considerable fi nancial 
strain upon them and their families. Pensioners 
who have no private income must still pay 
for medication, toiletries, clothing, specialists 
and dentists on 16 percent of the base rate of 
pension. Families of aged care residents are 
typically exhausted and time poor (especially if 
they previously cared for the resident) and are 
in a far from ideal position to negotiate the sale 
of the family home to fund a bond.”

The PC expresses concern with the fact that 
many people are forced to sell off their home 
to get into a nursing home. “The Commission 
proposes that older Australians should not be 
required to sell their home to meet their aged 
care co-contributions or accommodation costs.”

It comes up with a second approach – sell 
it when they are dead! The family home for 
working class Australians represents a life-time 
of hard work, sacrifi ces and savings, which 
they rightly wish to pass on to their children, 
not give back to the banks and others in the 
nursing home industry.

Sell – dead or alive
“Many older Australians with low income 

have substantial wealth…,” the PC says, which 
could be freed up to meet nursing home or 
home care costs.

To draw on this wealth and not be “required” 

to sell off the family home to gain a nursing 
home bed or pay for home care, the PC puts 
forward two options:

The fi rst is sell after death – by means of a 
government-backed Australian Aged Care Home 
Credit scheme. This is a reverse mortgage by 
another name – a loan using the family home as 
security which could be drawn on for home or 
residential care costs. Interest would be charged 
in line with increases in the consumer price 
index (CPI). There would be a limit on how 
much could be drawn and how much interest 
paid, with a guarantee that repayment would 
not be more than the income received from 
the sale. In other words the sale of the home is 
deferred and interest payments incurred as well. 
Protection is proposed for a spouse, partner or 
dependent child with a disability still living in 
the residence at the time of death.

The second is the sale of their home with 
all or some of the income deposited in an 
Australian Age Pensioners Savings Account 
scheme, which would accrue interest in line with 
CPI rises. The incentive is that the savings in 
that account would not be included in asset and 
means testing for the age pension. At present, 
income from the sale of the home is included, 
even though the home itself is not included in 

the assets test. Use of these savings would be 
restricted to aged care costs.

This would, according to the PC, enable peo-
ple “to choose where they live, which provider 
they would use, the way in which services are 
delivered, and whether to purchase additional 
services and/or a higher standard of accommo-
dation.” No thought is given to the needs of the 
many low income, asset poor (eg a pensioner or 
low income self-funded retiree living in rental 
accommodation) who would be condemned to 
a low standard of care and little real choice.

At present people are asset and means tested 
to determine the amount they pay for home care 
packages and government subsidised care in 
nursing homes. The family home is exempted 
from the assets test.

As an added measure, to make it even more 
diffi cult to hold onto the family home, the PC 
proposes the inclusion of the home in the assets 
test for a government subsidised aged care bed. 
It says, “The assets test would apply to those 
assets exempt from the Age Pension assets test 
(such as the principal residence and accommo-
dation bonds).” (The home would still remain 
exempt from the assets test for the age pension; 
one wonders for how long.)

Continued on page 4
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Press Fund
It’s that time of the year again when refunds on tax returns should 
be coming in. Call it “painless extraction”, support the Press Fund 
with money that you did not already have in your pocket. Why 
not divide your return into two – some for The Guardian and you 
keep the rest. That way you will still be better off and so will the 
Workers’ Weekly. Of course, if you have had to fork out some 
money to the ATO, our commiserations. But please don’t let that 
stop you sending in a contribution today. We depend on you, our 
readers, to keep publishing working class news and analysis. Many 
thanks to this week’s contributors as follows:
Charly Maarbani $52, Fred Rouady $50, Vincent Coleman $12, 
Round Figure $16.
This week’s total: $130.00 Progressive total: $11,525.00

London protests

Bullets won’t solve anything
For all the sense that David Cameron spoke following the 

Cobra emergency committee meeting, he might as well have stayed 
in his luxury Tuscan villa. Cameron tried hard to appear big and 
butch, warning people what his even harder mates in the police 
would do to them.

He accepted no responsibility for the conditions that gave rise 
to the riot epidemic and showed no understanding of why some 
people do it.

It is diffi cult to imagine a more wooden and meaningless for-
mulation than his punchline, “This is criminality pure and simple 
and it has to be confronted and defeated.”

So the logical response must be to swamp problem areas with 
police, arrest more people, bang them up, throw away the key 
and, hey presto, job done.

The Prime Minister had plenty of advice from the usual law-
and-order lobby for whom a major problem is misplaced concern 
for people’s human rights. Put the army on the streets, wheel out 
the water cannon and plastic bullets and let the police get stuck 
into rioters without fear of consequences, they chorus.

It’s so simple and, of course, it worked so well in Northern 
Ireland, didn’t it?

Police in Britain could have had water cannon and plastic 
bullets at their disposal during past disturbances, but their over-
whelming judgement was that they would cause more problems 
than they solve.

If the government really is considering deployment of plastic 
rounds in response to the current situation, this would be a ret-
rograde step. Those authorised to use them are given strict fi ring 
instructions, but things don’t always go to plan in the heat of 
the moment. How long after their introduction will it be before 
a youngster dies as a result of a plastic bullet direct strike on 
the head?

Cameron warned young people involved in these riots that 
they would “feel the full force of the law,” hinting at custodial 
punishments. The PM must know that the prison population is 
at an all-time high, placing additional pressure on overstretched 
prison offi cers who face privatisation of their service and attacks 
on their pay and conditions.

Similar problems confront those at the sharp end of the riots 
- police offi cers and fi refi ghters, who are targeted by the govern-
ment’s cuts agenda.

Cameron completed his speech without mentioning these false 
economies or the plethora of cuts imposed on young people, from 
funding for youth clubs, sports facilities, educational maintenance 
allowance, housing benefi t and much else besides.

Add to that the fact that half of black youth aged 16-24 is 
unemployed and the wonder is not that riots have broken out 
but that they didn’t occur earlier.

It is meaningless complaining that many teenagers show no 
respect without appreciating the reality that they too are often 
treated without respect.

People with a job, a home and a future don’t riot.
Government should be investing in such an outcome rather 

than in overseas wars, nuclear weapons and tax breaks for big 
business and the rich.

If people feel excluded from society, there is no value in criticis-
ing them for anti-social attitudes.

Homes and businesses must be protected, which means that 
police have to have resources to contain violent outbreaks.

However, there must also be government investment for jobs, 
services and benefi ts to deliver a society at peace with itself rather 
than sharply divided into haves and have-nots.

[Editorial from Morning Star, British socialist daily.]

There has never been a man so 
respected by both friends and 
enemies for his adherence to the 
principles. We, who know him 
through his books, speeches and 
most especially from watching his 
revolutionary life, like to call him 
Comrade Fidel Castro.

Fidel is a man, who in my living 
memory since a social conscience 
awakened in me as a social activist, 
I have always respected and admired.

Fidel is a man who is an inspi-
ration for the continuance of the 
fi ght for a better world; something 
that is not only possible but also 
more necessary today than ever. In 
complex times we refuse to continue 
living in a unipolar world; a world 
not only bad for the people of the 
United States and the world, but also 
dangerous.

Every day we are convinced even 
more that the unity of peoples of the 
world; workers, dispossessed and 
the entire world’s poor has no other 
option for survival than to forge a 
unity capable of confronting and 
breaking the chains of Empire [US]. 
Building a better world is not easy 
but it must be done.

When I think about all these 
things I wonder what you can tell 
a person like Fidel Castro who has 
so much experience and charisma. 
Fidel was able to lead the people 
of Cuba in building a new society. 
What can we say to Fidel on his 85th 
birthday when one page could never 
be enough to thank him for his many 
teachings. So instead I will wish you 
a very good day, good health and 
many more years of life.

As always, even in these times 

of celebration, our thoughts also go 
to fi ve disciples of Fidel, our fi ve 
brothers imprisoned in the bowels 
of the Empire; they who from the 
dungeons of the monster follow your 
revolutionary example.

Only with revolutionary people 
like Fidel who have fought a lifetime 
is it possible to build a better world. 
From our distant country, Australia, 
we send our best wishes on behalf of 
the noble and revolutionary people 
of this country. On behalf of my 
comrades in the Communist Party of 
Australia our love and our comradely 
embrace.

Happy Birthday Fidel!
Onward to Victory, We Shall Win!

Vinnie Molina
Communist Party of Australia

National President

A birthday message
To Fidel Castro Ruz on the occasion of his 85th birthday

Solidarity with Chile’s 
students and teachers
The Communist Party of Australia 
denounces in the strongest possible 
terms the campaign of intimidation 
being waged by the government, 
police and extreme right-wing ele-
ments against the youth, students 
and teachers of Chile. The wave of 
repression has included attacks on 
the offi ces of the Communist Party 
of Chile and its youth organisation. 
Death threats and other forms of 
cowardly abuse have been directed 

at student leaders. Protests have 
been broken up by police.

The youth, students and teach-
ers of Chile have every right to 
protest the lamentable conditions 
existing in the education system 
in that country. The inadequate, 
exclusive and privatised system 
left by the Pinochet dictatorship 
and devised by the Chicago boys 
under the late Professor Milton 
Friedman is a shameful legacy of 

a shameful time. The government 
of President Piñera and the Interior 
Minister should heed the calls of 
the students, their teachers and 
broad sections of the community 
for progressive social change and 
put an end to the ugly and unwor-
thy attacks.

Bob Briton
Secretary

International Department
Communist Party of Australia

Guatemala National Tour Sydney

URNG Representative Ovidio Orelana speaking at Sydney’s Casa Latina Sydney about the upcoming elections in Guatemala 

on September 11. Ovidio has spoken at a party function, solidarity groups and unions. He has a very important message so 

get along to hear him when he visits your state. URNG is a broad left coalition of forces competing in national elections against 

formidably well resourced right-wing and pro-US parties.

Photo: Denis Doherty
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Bob Briton

ABC staff voted a fortnight ago to 
launch a public campaign against 
outsourcing and other attacks on 
the independence of the national 
broadcaster. Members of the 
Community and Public Sector 
Union (CPSU) in Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth 
were incensed at the announce-
ment of the axing of another two 
programs – Art Nation and the New 
Inventors – and redundancies that 
could eventually nudge the 100 
mark. They called for an inquiry 
into the shedding of production 
capacity that has left the ABC 
struggling to live up to its charter 
that demands content free of com-
mercial infl uence.

The CPSU meetings weren’t the 
fi rst signs of unease or resistance. 
Sydney-based production staff had 
already written to ABC Managing 
Director Mark Scott denouncing man-
agement’s continued predilection for 
outsourced production at the expense 
of in-house programs.

“We believe that the current bias 
shown for external production is based 
on the false premise that we are less 
effi cient,” the letter said. “External 
studies have in the past demonstrated 
this is not the case. Before the ABC 
further dismantles internal production 
we urge you to address the questions 
that were presented to you in the open 
letter of 27 May 2011.”

The Friends of the ABC were 
also ringing the alarm bells. “The 
ABC was envisaged as a producer 
of programs of cultural value and 
intellectual integrity. Instead it is 
being transformed into a platform for 
carrying commercial content. This 
is privatisation by stealth,” Glenys 
Stradijot of the Victorian branch of 
Friends told the media.

The Friends of the ABC statement 
observed that as more and more of 
the ABC’s content is produced by 
companies that also sell to the com-
mercial outlets, the ABC increasingly 
resembles its dumbed down and less 
innovative commercial counterpart. 
The fear is that if the ABC runs what 
increasingly look and sound like a 

brace of commercial channels, pres-
sure will build to do the “logical” 
thing and privatise them.

Sean Dempsey – long-time ABC 
journalist, broadcaster and former 
staff-elected director – agrees there 
is a deliberate privatising strategy 
at work. In a piece in The Age last 
week he went deeper into the process 
by which the national broadcaster is 
being transformed into a shell of its 
former self. The ABC’s co-production 
partners naturally think about the 
“bankability” of their ventures with 
the ABC. They have to assess the 
chances of selling their “product” to 
pay TV and other commercial outlets 
down the track.

“What the public is getting from 
this model is Hallmark TV, Reader’s 
Digest documentary or light-weight, 
sexed up and formulaic drama pitched 
at an AB demographic,” Dempsey 
wrote. “Is Crownies – the latest so-
called ‘bold’ outsourced drama – the 
best we can do? It reminded me of 
Nine’s Underbelly: a bit of shootin’ 
and tootin’ and a hell of a lot of roo-
tin’. The taxpayers who fund the ABC 
deserve much better.” Dempsey also 
wants an inquiry into the syphoning 
of public dollars into corporate bank 
accounts by means of co-funding and 
co-production.

Management’s defence of the 
process and the relentless slide in 
quality argues all sides against the 
middle. Managing director Mark 
Scott would have it that nothing has 
changed fundamentally; that the ABC 
provides “market failure” content, i.e. 
the more analytical and independent 
content that the commercials won’t 
touch.

ABC director of TV Kim Dalton 
dismisses warnings about mounting 
redundancies and the loss of the 
ABC’s skills base. He said last week 
that the decision to axe Art Nation 
and New Inventors was down solely 
to declining audiences. Presumably 
the same was the case for Spicks and 
Specks, Talking Heads, the Hopman 
Cup coverage and Can We Help? 
As the axe continues to swing and 
jobs are lost, people are worried 
that other “non-bankable” content 
could go. There are now only two 

TV production staff left in Perth. 
How much longer will rounds of the 
WA Football League continue to be 
broadcast?

Mr Dalton argues that with fl at-
lining funding from the federal gov-
ernment, changes have to be made to 
preserve capacity to deliver independ-
ent prime time content. The argument 
has some truth in it. Since the days of 
the Hawke and Keating governments 
– which didn’t appreciate sections of 
the ABC’s independence in covering 
Gulf War I – the national broadcaster 
has lived with declining real levels of 
government funding. Something had 
to give. But to maintain that there are 
no dangers in the outsourcing trend 
as long as it safeguards prime time 
content, is pure spin.

It appears management is not 
going to stick up for the integrity of 
the ABC. It is up to the staff and the 
community. Friends of the ABC col-
lected 10,425 signatures to a petition 
calling on the broadcaster to rebuild 
its production capacity to ensure that 
it can develop a range of high quality 
programs and shed its dependence on 
outsourced production. It is plain that 
the Australian people want the ABC 
to remain as an independent platform 
that will carry their stories, their faces 
and their voices. 

Australia

ABC TV – 
dumbing it down to sell it off

Stand by our man!
Campbelltown bricklayer William 
Hodge is fi ghting for an estimated 
$70,000 in unpaid superannuation 
from his former employer, DMW 
Bricklaying. Hodge, who has a 
mortgage and three small children, 
has been working for DMW 
Bricklaying since 2000 and has 
not received any superannuation 
benefi ts in those 11 years.

Like many construction work-
ers, Hodge was asked by the com-
pany to work under an Australian 
Business Number and did not 
realise he was entitled to superan-
nuation benefi ts. He is one of the 
estimated 168,000 construction 

workers in Australia who are being 
employed as sham contractors. 
The Construction Division of the 
CFMEU warns that no matter what 
the boss tells you, if you work for 
the same company more than 80 
percent of the time and they deter-
mine your hours of work, where 
you work and what work you do, 
then you are an employee and 
have a right to entitlements such as 
super, workers’ compensation, sick 
leave and holiday pay.

In the 11 years Hodge worked 
for DMW Bricklaying he never 
received superannuation contribu-
tions, holiday pay, sick pay or wet 
weather pay. Hodge is only asking 
for what is rightfully his and is 
ready to stand up for his rights. “I 
just want the money I was supposed 
to be getting,” says the 36-year-old, 
father-of-three and sole breadwin-
ner in the family. “I know I don’t 
actually get it until I am 65, but it 
will be there when I need it, and if 
anything happens

and I die it is there for my 
kids.”

CFMEU state secretary Mal 
Tulloch said Hodge is taking a 

principled stand that all CFMEU 
members should support. “DMW 
Bricklaying has employed hun-
dreds of brickies over the years 
and it appears has paid little or no 
superannuation to any of them. Wil 
Hodge has the guts to stand up for 
his rights and we are proud to sup-
port him.”

In the 11 years he has worked 
with DMW Bricklaying, Hodge 
almost always worked on Skyton 
Development projects. Tulloch 
says Skyton Developments has a 
moral duty to ensure Hodge is paid. 
Hodge is holding a one-man picket 
outside Skyton’s Parramatta head-
quarters to demand justice.
What can you do:
1.  Support William Hodge 

at the picket line at 31-37 
Hassall Street, Parramatta.

2.  Call Skyton Developments 
manager, Gus Martinez, 
on 02 9635 5688 or 
owner George Andrews on 
0411 647 000 or call DMW 
Bricklaying boss, Darren 
Williams, on 0418 966 365.

3.  Email Skyton Developments at 
jaz@skyton.com.au 

Pete’s Corner

Sydney

Auburn public meeting
Why we need to welcome refugees

Speakers:
•  Najeeba Wazefadost (Hazara Women of Australia)

Refugee recently released from detention

• Mark Goudkamp (refugee activist who recently visited Malaysia)

3pm Sunday August 28
Australian Turkish and Kurdish Community Centre
50 Susan St, Auburn

Food served from sunset
A public meeting hosted by Refugee Action Coalition

Fenella Kernebone, presenter of Art Nation.
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Richard Titelius

Most people in Western Australia, 
in particular workers in the public 
hospital system, have known for 
over a year that their newest and 
largest hospital would be awarding 
a contract to a private corporation 
to run its support services, build-
ings and facilities.

This was confi rmed by the Health 
Minister Dr Kim Hames on August 
2 when he announced that SERCO 
had been awarded the $4.3 billion 
20-year contract for the Fiona Stanley 
Hospital.

The announcement had been 
preceded by an extensive advertis-
ing campaign commencing in early 
July 2011, run by SERCO in the 
print media and on You Tube with 
the tagline of “living, thinking 
and acting locally”. The campaign 
attempted to portray SERCO as a 
benevolent corporation where its 
private employees were friendlier 
and more service-oriented than public 
sector workers.

SERCO runs all the immigra-
tion detention centres in Australia, 
including Villawood, Curtin (in the 
Kimberley region near Derby) and 
the notorious Christmas Island facility, 
and provides services on the Indian 
Pacifi c railway.

In June 2011 it took over the $210 
million prison transport and court 
custodial services contract from rival 
G4S. It has come under scrutiny for 
the riots and other acts of desperation 
which drive immigration detainees to 
resist their handlers.

The services which SERCO 
will run at the new Fiona Stanley 
Hospital include many that are cur-
rently provided by public servants 
at other public hospitals which are 
more transparent and accountable to 
parliament and therefore the people.

Services at the Fiona Stanley 
Hospital will be scheduled and billed 
every time they are used. These 
include hospital cleaning, all services 
usually provided by Personal Care 
Assistants, health records, patient 
transport and the scheduling and bill-
ing service itself – similar to a Public 
Private Partnership.

This commercially based system 
often overlooks why hospitals exist in 
the fi rst place – to look after people 
who are sick or injured and for them 
to leave when they are in a condition 
to do so.

The union representing public 
servants who currently provide these 
services in public hospitals, United 
Voice, understands this all too well. 
Some of the workers can remember 

when in 1995 hospital cleaning was 
privatised but later brought back 
in-house. There were outbreaks of 
a number of superbug antibiotic 
resistant diseases such as VRE and 
MRSA in hospitals as the contractors 
in their push to make a profi t decided 
to reduce the number of times wards 
in a hospital would be cleaned.

United Voice state secretary Dave 
Kelly responded on the day of the 
announcement of SERCO had been 
awarded the contract at a stopwork 
meeting at Royal Perth Hospital. He 
said that workers will tackle the state 
government’s hospital privatisation 
plans, “hospital by hospital, ward 
by ward.”

The Health Services Union (HSU) 
which represents administrative and 
clerical workers employed in public 
hospitals has thrown its weight behind 
United Voices campaign, calling on 
the state government to publicly 
release details of the SERCO deal.

The Health Minister Kim Hames 
asserted that the contract could be 
terminated at any point if SERCO 
was found to be failing its Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) HSU 
secretary Dan Hill noted that many of 
the KPIs were subject to commercial 
in-confi dence agreements and were 
therefore outside of the type of trans-
parency and accountability provisions 
that applied to public hospitals.

The privatisation of hospital serv-
ices in Western Australia will extend 
beyond Fiona Stanley Hospital when 
the Midland Health Campus replaces 
the aging Swan Districts Hospital. It 
will also become part of the process 
whereby the public health needs of 
ordinary people become a rich source 
of profi ts for private corporations.

However, as noted by United 
Voice’s Dave Kelly, most people in 
Western Australia have consistently 
responded to feedback on privatisation 
of public hospitals to say that they 
prefer to be looked after in a public 
hospital and that public hospitals 
ensure that everyone has access too 
an affordable health service.

As the world recoiled from the 
latest seismic shift in fi nancial and 
economic woes, especially in the US 
and Europe, the capitalist business-
for-profi t orientation was beginning 
to look increasingly fragile and 
untrustworthy.

Other unions with workers in the 
public sector will also be wondering 
what agencies or functions the Liberal 
government of Colin Barnett was 
planning on outsourcing or privatising 
next and preparing their members for 
militancy and struggle too save their 
jobs and communities. 

SERCO adds Fiona Stanley 
Hospital to its WA money 
making ventures

Continued from page 1

Aged care as a 
commodity

The aim of the neo-liberal, pro-
big business PC is to make aged 
care a commodity to be bought and 
sold on deregulated, “competitive” 
markets. Those receiving the care 
are “customers”. It is a similar story 
to the government’s “education rev-
olution” and changes to the public 
health system, with the government 
pulling back on its responsibility to 
care for those in need.

“The majority of aged care 
places are owned by profi t-based 
providers, and the proportion of 
profi t-based providers continues to 
grow, suggesting that there are con-
siderable profi ts to be made in the 
aged care sector,” the CPSA said 
in a submission to the PC’s review. 
Macquarie Bank, Lend Lease, AMP 
Capital and ANZ are all investors in 
the aged care market.

“There is a clear contradiction 
when care and profi t are forced to 
compete,” the CPSA submission 
said.

With an ageing population, the 
PC is seeking to make aged care a 
highly profi table industry that will 
attract big investors.

As the government continues to 
reduce the taxation paid by corpora-
tions and the rich, it cries poor and 
portrays an ageing population as a 
problem. It is not a problem. Older 
Australians who have worked and 
paid their taxes and made a huge 

contribution to society are entitled 
to live in comfort and dignity, 
remain in their homes as long as 
they wish and are able. They are 
entitled to the care they need in the 
most appropriate setting, regardless 
of ability to pay.

Aged care – a service
There is no shortage of funds 

for the public sector to provide 
aged care. The government spends 
$30 billion a year on the military, 
fi ghting the US’s wars. It pays out 
billions of dollars in subsidies to 
the private hospital and aged care 
operators guaranteeing them huge 
profi ts. A tax hike on the rich and a 
super profi ts tax across all sectors 
could bring in billions of dollars in 
extra revenue.

Remove the private sector, 
remove the layers of private profi t 
and the costs will come tumbling 
down and the quality of care 
improve by miles. Public provi-
sion of aged care would remove the 
confl ict of interest that the CPSA 
referred to. Aged care should be a 
service based on needs, a respon-
sibility of government, not a com-
modity traded on private markets 
for profi t.

Reforms are urgently required. 
There are huge problems regard-
ing quality of service, shortages of 
place and lack of affordability.

The PC acknowledges many 
of the shortcomings of the present 
system and makes a number of 
important recommendations about 
improving services, increasing the 

number of staff, improving their 
skills, paying them higher wages, 
providing more home care pack-
ages, etc.

Unfortunately, many of these 
highly desirable reforms are unlike-
ly to materialise if left to the private 
sector. Higher charges and bonds 
will be used by the private sector to 
expand their operations, for invest-
ment in more profi t-churning nurs-
ing homes, instead of being used 
to improve quality which eats into 
profi ts.

Deregulation, in particular, the 
abandoning of spot checks on nurs-
ing homes is more likely to result in 
a deterioration of services, particu-
larly in the lower end of the market, 
than improve the quality of care.

Act now
Gillard is holding a two-month 

“conversation” with the public (and 
industry) before announcing its 
policy position which will be based 
on the PC report.

This leaves little time to cam-
paign against its recommendations. 
Write to your local federal MP, the 
Prime Minister, the Minister for 
Ageing Mark Butler, use the media 
and your social networks to oppose 
the use of bonds and reverse mort-
gages to pay for aged care
Show your opposition to 
bonds and reverse mortgages 
to pay for aged care. Visit 
www.cpsa.org.au for campaign 
details and to get postcards 
to send to your local federal 
Member of Parliament. 

Dumping aged care 
as community service

Earlier this year cleaners, orderlies and support staff at WA hospitals wore t-shirts to work saying “Mr Premier don’t 
privatise our public hospitals”. The Health Department’s director-general Kim Snowball warned that workers who 
continued to wear the shirts would face the sack.

CPA Melbourne Offi ce
The CPA offi  ce in Melbourne will be open on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 

Come in for a chat.
Books and Party publicati ons also available.

Room 0 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton

03 9639 1550
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Life, culture, home
A call for solidarity
My name is Rosalie Kunoth-
Monks. I am an Amntayerr and 
Alyawerr woman born by a creek 
bed in a small community called 
Utopia in 1937. Today I am fi ghting 
for that community’s survival, and 
I am asking for your help.

My homelands, the place where 
my family and community have 
lived for generations, could soon be 
lost. The government is stripping 
funding for essential services on 
our homelands; effectively forcing 
us into larger towns and cities like 
Alice Springs.

This means we could soon be 
forced to choose between living in 
third world conditions in our own 
country or abandoning our way 

of life. If we are forced to leave it 
will sever our sacred connection to 
the land that has held us, our lan-
guage and our traditions since time 
immemorial.

What we’ve learned is that 
the government isn’t listening, 
so we need to come together as 
Australians and speak out. Will 
you stand with me, and call on the 
Australian government to respect 
Aboriginal homelands?

Rather than listening to us, the 
government still acts like they know 
what’s best for Aboriginal people. 
But on my homelands life expect-
ancy is longer and health is better. 
In Utopia, we’ve been “closing the 
gap” for a long time!

That’s because here we can 
live with our way of life intact. 
People like my aunt Kathleen, who 
has exhibited her art in Milan and 
Tokyo but still paints her stories 
of this land most days at the local 
women’s centre. 

Or Joycie – a talented young 
community health worker who 
combines traditional bush medicine 
with Western medicine. We don’t 
want to move to larger towns where 
we’ll be dispossessed of our land 
and feel like second or third class 
citizens.

This is our way of life, our 
culture, our home – and the gov-
ernment has no right to make us 
abandon it. Together we’re turning 
a special painting into a visual peti-
tion – with each name represented 
in a dot on the painting.

The thought of leaving my 
homelands – I couldn’t imagine 
it. I want my grandchildren to be 
citizens of the globe – but fi rst 
and foremost, to be solid in their 
identity as Aboriginal people of 
the Alyawerr and Anmatyerr tribal 
groups; with their language, their 
responsibilities and the care of their 
land intact.

Help this untold story be heard 
and stand in solidarity with me 
now.

Thank you,
Rosalie
PS: An Amnesty International 

report has been released that has 
found the policies of the Gillard 
and NT governments “fall below 
international human rights stand-
ards”. The report has been covered 
by most of the country’s leading 
newspapers. So as millions of 
Australians read about this issue, 
there’s never been a better chance 
to convince the government not to 
abandon the homelands. 

Bob Briton

The Labor government in South 
Australia is set for a hiding at the 
election due in March 2014. The 
polls are disastrous and the right-
wing machine that dominates the 
Party knows it has got a problem. 
It’s hard to see how things will 
improve. There are no policy 
U-turns in the wind and each job 
loss and fee increase infl icted on 
the community cuts deeper into 
support for this drier than dry 
neo-liberal government. The “silver 
bullets” that should be delivering 
the economic good times – uranium 
mining and military industries – 
are not delivering for anyone but 
wealthy shareholders. Projects are 
mired in controversy. No amount 
of media massaging was going to 
help the ALPs fortunes.

The ALP’s king makers – in South 
Australia these are the forces associ-
ated with the archconservative Shop 
Distributive and Allied Employees 
Association (SDA) – bit the bullet a 
fortnight ago. Treasurer Jack Snelling 
and SDA secretary Paul Malinauskas 
fronted Premier Mike Rann in his 
offi ce and told him it’s time to move 
on. The paradoxical aspect of the 
coup was that the right of the party 
was knifi ng a premier who had stuck 
fi rmly to the “law and order”, “fi scal 
responsibility” recipe that had served 
them well for nine years. Replacing 
him will be education minister Jay 
Weatherill – the leader of the state’s 
minority “left” faction.

Why would the right pass over 

its star performer, Attorney-General 
John Rau, in favour of Jay Weatherill 
of the opposing faction? The expla-
nation given by the plotters was that 
Mr Weatherill would give the ALP 
the best chance of being re-elected 
in 2014. Maybe. Another explanation 
could be that the right is happy to 
see the popular Weatherill squander 
his premiership ambitions on an 
unwinnable election giving the party 
machine time in opposition to repack-
age itself for a comeback. ALP history 
is studded with such “sacrifi cial lamb” 
candidates. Victorian Premier Joan 
Kirner was a notable one.

Jay Weatherill’s leadership has 
been nobbled from the start. Rann 
won’t budge from the top post until 
October 20. He wants to bed down 
some pet projects like the Olympic 
Dam uranium mine expansion. The 
premier now insists he was plan-
ning to step down before the next 
election though it seems none of his 
parliamentary colleagues were aware 
of it. Weatherill must wait patiently 
in the wings. The Murdoch press is 
having a fi eld day portraying Rann as 
a lame duck incumbent and Weatherill 
as a weak successor. Weatherill may 
not get any of the media honeymoon 
he might have had with a swift 
succession.

Rann is poisoning the well of 
support for the incoming premier 
by pointing out that the “new” ALP 
leadership will be dragging the old 
agenda forward. He insists public 
sector unions are “not going to get 
their way” under Weatherill as they 
fi ght to defeat plans for 4,100 job 

losses, increased fees and charges 
and cuts to community services. 
Weatherill has a reputation as an 
industrial peacemaker. Relations 
between the government and the 
state’s public school teachers have 
improved since he took charge of the 
education department. His predeces-
sor, Jane Lomax-Smith, thwarted a 
reasonable outcome during the epic 
Enterprise Agreement negotiations 
with the Australian Education Union 
during her time as minister.

Weatherill is not as socially con-
servative as many of his colleagues. 
He supports same sex marriage and 
does not carry the same strong whiff 
of uranium. He is more softly spoken 
and doesn’t have any of the “head-
kicker” reputation of the triumvirate 
comprised of Premier Rann, former 
treasurer Kevin Foley and infrastruc-
ture minister Pat Conlon.

There is no doubt Weatherill 
has been handed a poison chalice 
with his slow motion appointment 
as premier. This should come as no 
surprise. A would-be reformer in the 
ALP will not have the freedom to 
pursue a pro-people agenda. Those 
days are gone.

The ALP itself is tied by a thou-
sand threads to the same capitalist 
interests that hatched its neo-liberal 
policy agenda in the fi rst place. There 
is less and less wriggle room as the 
whole system slips deeper into crisis. 
No amount of internal reviewing will 
be able to prevent a long decline. 
Real change will come from a new 
alliance of progressive forces that 
still has to be built. 

After the horrible attack in Norway, reactionary television and 
radio shock jock Andrew Bolt, stated, “Once the identity of the 
attackers becomes known, the consequences for Norway’s 
immigration policies could be profound.” Bolt and his fellow 
overpaid commercial media windbags assumed automatical-
ly that the perpetrator was a Muslim. Instead the heinous acts 
were carried out by a Norwegian Christian with a commitment 
to fascist ideas. It parallels George W Bush’s response after the 
attacks on the US in 2001: “We’re gonna hunt you down” and 
then launched the war on terrorism. Bolt can’t do that but he is 
an enabler: his infl uence derives from the mass media and its 
reach to the wider public, promoting division, fear and hatred.

Leading defence contractor BAE Systems has won the 
right to continue prohibiting employees of certain nationali-
ties from working on highly sensitive US military contracts 
in Australia. The Equal Opportunities Tribunal has renewed 
the company’s ability to identify employees by national-
ity and restrict them from working on projects. It includes 
people from China, Syria, North Korea and Vietnam.

It has emerged that Centrelink is using private investigators to 
carry out surveillance on so-called welfare cheats. Part of the 
department of Human Services’ fraud and compliance media 
strategy says, “Where the surveillance footage is available for 
a prosecution case, the Business Integrity Division will let the 
Media Section know as soon as possible. This gives both teams 
plenty of time to view the tape to decide if the vision is suit-
able for release to the media.” Human Services Minister Tanya 
Plibersek has given the thumbs up for release of footage. So, this 
spying program has a double purpose: invading the privacy of 
individuals so as to use that for propaganda purposes. Welfare 
groups understandably point out how disability pensioners 
have been demonised by commercial current affairs programs.

The battle over the federal government’s school chaplaincy pro-
gram continues. The Commonwealth Ombudsman’s report into 
the program told the government that it should clarify its code of 
conduct for school chaplains to make sure that they are not trying 
to convert students to Christianity. Under the program $60,000 is 
to be given to each of 2,700 schools over three years and intends 
to increase the number of schools by more than 1,000. These are 
public schools, secular, comprehensive and all inclusive, regard-
less of income, ethnicity or religion. The program is a refl ection of 
the Labor government’s commitment to “Christian values”, no less 
so than the previous Howard government, which introduced it.

And Tony Abbott continues the Liberal’s attack on public educa-
tion saying it is the culture of government schools that is driving 
parents to send their kids to private schools. This is the line John 
Howard took, saying that public schools were “too politically cor-
rect and too value neutral”. Australian Education Union federal 
president Angelo Gavrielatos commented that Abbott and co “will 
say anything to … try and justify their policy position, which is 
to give the most money to private schools that need it least.”

Jay Weatherill.

Jay Weatherill – 
poison chalice 
from the right
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Bob Phelps

High profi le law fi rm Slater & Gordon 
will take up the case of decertifi ed organic 
farmer Steve Marsh, who grows wheat and 
barley near Kojonup in Western Australia. 
Marsh has confi rmed that he will sue the 
neighbour who grew genetically manipulated 
(GM) canola which blew over his fence and 
contaminated 60 percent of his farm in 
November, 2010. Going to court is the only 
way to recover his losses, extra costs and 
damage which may continue for up to ten 
years. In an act of supreme indifference, 
the neighbour is again growing GM canola 
this year.

Marsh lost his National Association for 
Sustainable Agriculture Australia (NASAA) 
organic certifi cation and his premium grain 
markets because of the GM contamination. GM 
giant Monsanto, which owns the patented GM 
canola seed, will back the GM grower and the 
WA Pastoralists and Graziers Association has 
set up a GM support fund.

GM canola was just eight percent of the 
Australian canola crop in 2010 but contamina-
tion has already imposed many extra costs and 
risks on all farmers. Yet governments refuse to 
pass farmer protection laws that would make 
the owners and licensees of GM crops strictly 
liable for GM contamination and damage. 
Farmer protection would ensure that growers 
like Marsh were automatically compensated 
from a pool of funds levied on the sale of GM 
seed, instead of having to go to court.

GM segregation has consistently failed 
everywhere, yet WA Agriculture Minister 
Terry Redman said, when ending the state’s 
GM canola ban in March 2010: “Trials proved 
GM and non-GM canola can be segregated and 
marketed separately. The report on the trials 
indicated there were 11 minor events (on 18 
sites) and all were managed appropriately and 
segregation from paddock to port was achieved.”

Now that GM contamination is a reality, 
many communities are demanding to be pro-
tected through the declaration of GM-free Zones, 
but Redman backfl ips and said: “... zero percent 
thresholds (of GM in organics) are unrealistic 
in biological systems” and he wants the organic 
industry to allow GM contamination in its supply 
chains. He ignores the domestic organic standard 
AS6000, agreed by all governments and the 
organic industry, which sets zero tolerance for 
any GM contact with organic food.

He also ignores the aspirations of a majority 
of Australians who want to remain GM-free. 
For example, the Swinburne National Science 
and Technology Monitor found in 2010 that 
over half of the 1,000 people questioned were 
uncomfortable with GM plants and about 
two-thirds expressed similar unease about GM 
animals being used for food.

GM-free competitive 
advantage lost

By allowing commercial GM crops, 
state governments are shirking their legal 
responsibility to protect farm produce markets 
for all growers. The demand for Australia’s 
GM-free canola is now so strong in Europe 

that Co-operative Bulk Handlers marketing 
manager, Peter Elliott, says Europeans will buy 
90 percent of WA’s non-GM canola production 
at a 5 percent premium over GM canola this 
year. “When you’re growing GM, at the moment 
you need to compete against Canada, but when 
you’ve got non-GM you get a free kick into 
Europe and some markets in Japan. There’s a 
massive advantage to be growing non-GM this 
year, because Europe has been so aggressively 
buying up all the non-GM tonnage.”

The GM market is so weak that several 
grain buyers will not buy GM canola at all 
while others will accept it only at a discount 
of up to $50/tonne compared with non-GM 
canola prices. CBH says the discount created 
by lack of demand for GM canola is likely to 
persist for at least fi ve years. The 49,000 tonnes 
of GM canola produced in WA in 2010 remains 
in silos, unsold.

In stark contrast, in GM-free South 
Australia, Kangaroo Island Pure Grain is just 
one company benefi ting from strong local and 
international demand for its non-GM canola and 
non-GM canola honey for which its growers are 
also earning premiums.

Australia is fast losing its unique com-
petitive advantage as the only large-scale seller 
of GM-free canola into world markets and 
Australian governments are complicit. They are 
under the direct infl uence of our GM competi-
tors, the USA, Canada and their corporations.

Of the 20 countries that grew canola in 
2006, 18 required GM-free local production and 
preferred GM-free imports. Australian canola 
exports accelerated in 1999, when Canada lost 
its European market as a result of growing GM 
canola. Explaining our favoured position as a 
GM-free exporter, Rural Industries Research 
and Development Corporation says: “In 1990, 
Australia hit the global stage as an exporter of 
canola seed, and rapid growth led to our exports 
exceeding two million tonnes in 1999/2000. Our 
annual exports have now stabilised at around 

one to 1.5 million tonnes, and our main export 
markets are Japan, China, Pakistan, Europe and 
Bangladesh.”

Instead of serving the needs of our local, 
Asian and European customers, our governments 
generally align with US policy on biosafety, 
food labelling, GM crop assessments and other 
key policies. Neither Australia nor the USA has 
signed or ratifi ed the Biosafety Protocol, the 
fi rst and only protocol to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, which attempts to ensure 
the safe international transfer, handling and use 
of GM organisms.

The West Australian government also 
embraced foreign corporate interests when 
it allowed Monsanto to acquire 19.9 percent 
of WA public plant breeder, InterGrain, for 
$10.5 million. InterGrain produces 40 percent 
of Australia’s wheat seed, bred over decades 
by Australian farmers and governments. This 
deal would allow Monsanto to insert its GM 
traits into the best Australian wheat varieties 
and claim ownership of the GM varieties. 
The Offi ce of the Victorian Premier and the 
Queensland government are both members 
of the Biotechnology Industry Organisation a 
US-based organisation that promotes its corpo-
rate members’ GM products around the world. 

The Victorian government aspires to be the 
largest hub of GM research and development 
in the Asia Pacifi c region and signed a public 
private partnership with Dow AgroSciences at 
the BIO trade show in Atlanta Georgia, in 2009. 
The Queensland trade commissioner to the USA 
makes a priority of biotechnology promotion.

Australian governments uncritically back 
GM crops and foods as the way of the future. 
For instance, the federal government funded 

Biotechnology Australia to promote GM prod-
ucts from 2000 until 2008 then established the 
National Enabling Technologies Strategy in 
2008 with a $38.2 million budget, to back GM 
and nano-technologies.

Hidden GM risks 
and hazards

No holds are barred in the corporate quest 
for GM domination of farming and food. 
The Scientifi c American journal and Nature 
Biotechnology report that GM companies pro-
hibit independent researchers from accessing 
the GM material needed for environmental and 
health research, and censor adverse fi ndings. 
Despite the hurdles, several published papers 
show some GM soybean, corn, canola and other 
food crops harm experimental animals and may 
therefore pose risks to people who eat them.

For instance, an Australian National 
University team found that CSIRO Plant 
Industry’s GM fi eld peas, containing a gene from 
a bean, made foreign proteins that provoked 
immune and infl ammatory responses in mice. 
French researchers also concluded that rats 
fed three different kinds of GM maize showed 
“signifi cant” signs of liver and kidney damage.

The Committee for Research and 
Independent Information on Genetic Engineering 
revealed a lack of scientifi c consensus on the 
food safety assessment studies used in the 
approval process for MON810 GM corn. And 
Stanley Ewen and Arpad Pusztai of the Rowett 
Institute, Scotland, also found damage to the 
intestines and immune systems of rats fed GM 
potatoes. Now Canadian gynaecologists Drs 
Aris and Lablanc have reported in the journal 
Reproductive Toxicology that they have found 
Bt insect toxins from GM plants in the blood 
of pregnant women and their foetuses.

Some brave scientists publicly voice their 
concerns about GM and publish data that chal-
lenges the safety of GM food and crops. They 
are often vilifi ed or shunned by members of 
the scientifi c establishment associated with 
the GM industry who sow doubts about their 
expertise, credibility and motives. The loss of 
their professional standing, jobs and careers is 
a warning to others who may disagree with the 
corporate sponsors of science.

Celebrated science historian, Naomi 
Oreskes, asserts the need to “roll back the rug 
on this dark corner of the American scientifi c 
community, showing how ideology and corpo-
rate interests, aided by a too-compliant media, 
have skewed public understanding of some of 
the most pressing issues of our era.” Oreskes 
argues, for instance, that campaigns against 
government action on global warming use the 
same tactics as the tobacco lobby and are run 
by the same small coterie of infl uential senior 
scientists. These scientists assume the mantle of 
general experts, to isolate and ostracise scientifi c 
dissenters and whistle blowers.

Occasionally the GM critics are vindicated 
in court. On January 18, 2011 Dr Gilles-Eric 
Seralini won his action for defamation against 
the French Association of Plant Biotechnologies 
(AFVB). Seralini was subjected to a smear 
campaign in response to several scientifi c papers 
published by his group, which found serious 
statistical and other faults in Monsanto research. 
AFVB chairperson Marc Fellous had accused 
GM’s scientifi c critics of being “ideological” 
and “militant” but the trial revealed that his 
claim to be a “neutral” scientist was tainted 
by his ownership of GM patents. Other AFBV 
members were also shown to have links with 
agribusiness companies.

Precautionary regulation
Science corrupted by corporate motives and 

infl uence is an unsound basis for the licensing 
of novel GM organisms for commercial release 

GM crops and foods: 
promises, profits and politics

Australia is fast losing its unique competitive 
advantage as the only large-scale seller 
of GM-free canola into world markets and 
Australian governments are complicit. 
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into open environments. As an antidote, respon-
sible governments and regulatory systems must 
apply the Precautionary Principle that places the 
burden of proof for the safety and effi cacy of 
GM products onto GM proponents, not on the 
critics, regulators or the general public.

Our regulatory systems should disallow 
commercial confi dentiality. Unlike the patent 
system, which requires protected information 
to be made publicly available so other research-
ers can also engage in innovation, regulatory 
regimes allow key data submitted with com-
mercial GM applications to be hidden from 
challenge, discussion and critical evaluation.

Credible peer-reviewed research data 
that strictly conforms to scientifi c principles 
should be required to back up commercial GM 
applications. Instead, governments infl uenced 
by the ideology of minimal surveillance and 
self-regulation establish weak “science-based” 
and “case-by-case” regulatory regimes that do 
not comply with the core tenets of the scientifi c 
method and sound scientifi c inquiry. Regulatory 
systems should set benchmarks and standards in 
advance, by regulations, for the quality, dura-
tion, scale and scope of the scientifi c evidence 
required for the assessment of new GM products.

Independent centres of excellence on 
biosafety research should also be set up to 
produce robust, replicable and refutable data. 
The Centre for Integrated Research in Biosafety 
at the University of Canterbury New Zealand 
and its Biosafety Assessment Tool may serve 
as a useful model for Australia which lacks any 
such programs.

Conclusion
GM crops cannot deliver on their false 

promises of plentiful food and fi bre. Despite 
the expenditure of over $45 billion of public 
and private money over the past 30 years, the 
promises of commercial GM crop varieties 
with increased yield, drought-tolerance, salt-
tolerance, enhanced nutrition, a nitrogen-fi xing 
grain, longer shelf life or other traits have not 
come true.

These empty claims divert scarce research 
and development resources from the key task 
of creating sustainable, ecological farming and 
food production systems that can feed, house 
and clothe everyone well, in perpetuity. With oil 
and phosphate reserves diminished and global 
climate changing, amending industrial agricul-
tural practices and securing food sovereignty 
must be a national and global priority.
GMwatch 

Magazine

From time to time, someone under 30 will 
ask me, “When did this all begin, America’s 
downward slide?” They say they’ve heard 
of a time when working people could raise 
a family and send the kids to college on 
just one parent’s income (and that college 
in states like California and New York was 
almost free). That anyone who wanted a 
decent paying job could get one. That people 
only worked fi ve days a week, eight hours 
a day, got the whole weekend off and had 
a paid vacation every summer. That many 
jobs were union jobs, from baggers at the 
grocery store to the guy painting your house, 
and this meant that no matter how “lowly” 
your job was you had guarantees of a pen-
sion, occasional raises, health insurance 
and someone to stick up for you if you were 
unfairly treated.

Young people have heard of this mythical 
time – but it was no myth, it was real. And 
when they ask, “When did this all end?” I 
say, “It ended on this day: August 5, 1981.”

Beginning on this date, 30 years ago, Big 
Business and the Right Wing decided to “go 
for it” – to see if they could actually destroy 
the middle (read working) class so that they 
could become richer themselves.

And they’ve succeeded.
On August 5, 1981, President Ronald 

Reagan fi red every member of the air traffi c 
controllers’ union (PATCO) who’d defi ed his 
order to return to work, and declared their 
union illegal. They had been on strike for just 
two days.

It was a bold and brash move. No one 
had ever tried it. What made it even bolder 
was that PATCO was one of only three 
unions that had endorsed Reagan for presi-
dent! It sent a shock wave through workers 
across the country. If he would do this to the 
people who were with him, what would he 
do to us?

Reagan had been backed by Wall Street 
in his run for the White House and they, 
along with right-wing Christians, wanted to 
restructure America and turn back the tide 
that President Franklin D Roosevelt started 
– a tide that was intended to make life bet-
ter for the average working person. The rich 
hated paying better wages and providing 
benefi ts. They hated paying taxes even more. 
And they despised unions. The right-wing 
Christians hated anything that sounded like 
socialism or holding out a helping hand to 
minorities or women.

Reagan promised to end all that. So when 
the air traffi c controllers went on strike, he 

seized the moment. In getting rid of every 
single last one of them and outlawing their 
union, he sent a clear and strong message: 
The days of everyone having a comfortable 
middle class life were over. America, from 
now on, would be run this way:

• The super-rich will make more, much, 
much more, and the rest of you will scramble 
for the crumbs that are left.

• Everyone must work! Mom, Dad, the 
teenagers in the house! Dad, you work a sec-
ond job! Kids, here’s your latch-key! Your 
parents might be home in time to put you to 
bed.

• 50 million of you must go without 
health insurance! And health insurance com-
panies: you go ahead and decide who you 
want to help – or not.

• Unions are evil! You will not belong to 
a union! You do not need an advocate! Shut 
up and get back to work! No, you can’t leave 
now, we’re not done. Your kids can make 
their own dinner.

• You want to go to college? No problem 
– just sign here and be in hock to a bank for 
the next 20 years!

• What’s “a raise”? Get back to work and 
shut up!

And so it went. But Reagan could not 
have pulled this off by himself in 1981. He 
had some big help:

The AFL-CIO.
The biggest organisation of unions in 

America told its members to cross the picket 
lines of the air traffi c controllers and go 
to work. And that’s just what these union 
members did. Union pilots, fl ight attendants, 
delivery truck drivers, baggage handlers – 
they all crossed the line and helped to break 
the strike. And union members of all stripes 
crossed the picket lines and continued to fl y.

Reagan and Wall Street could not believe 
their eyes! Hundreds of thousands of work-
ing people and union members endorsing 
the fi ring of fellow union members. It was 
Christmas in August for Corporate America.

And that was the beginning of the end. 
Reagan and the Republicans knew they could 
get away with anything – and they did. They 
slashed taxes on the rich. They made it harder 
for you to start a union at your workplace. 
They eliminated safety regulations on the 
job. They ignored the monopoly laws and 
allowed thousands of companies to merge or 
be bought out and closed down. Corporations 
froze wages and threatened to move overseas 
if the workers didn’t accept lower pay and 
less benefi ts. And when the workers agreed to 

work for less, they moved the jobs overseas 
anyway.

And at every step along the way, the 
majority of Americans went along with this. 
There was little opposition or fi ght-back. The 
“masses” did not rise up and protect their 
jobs, their homes, their schools (which used 
to be the best in the world). They just accept-
ed their fate and took the beating.

I have often wondered what would have 
happened had we all just stopped fl ying, 
period, back in 1981. What if all the unions 
had said to Reagan, “Give those controllers 
their jobs back or we’re shutting the country 
down!”? You know what would have hap-
pened. The corporate elite and their boy 
Reagan would have buckled.

But we didn’t do it. And so, bit by bit, 
piece by piece, in the ensuing 30 years, those 
in power have destroyed the middle class of 
our country and, in turn, have wrecked the 
future for our young people. Wages have 
remained stagnant for 30 years. Take a look 
at the statistics and you can see that every 
decline we’re now suffering with had its 
beginning in 1981.

It all began on this day, 30 years ago. One 
of the darkest days in American history. And 
we let it happen to us. Yes, they had the mon-
ey, and the media and the cops. But we had 
200 million of us. Ever wonder what it would 
look like if 200 million got truly upset and 
wanted their country, their life, their job, their 
weekend, their time with their kids back?

Have we all just given up? What are we 
waiting for? Forget about the 20 percent who 
support the Tea Party – we are the other 80 
percent! This decline will only end when we 
demand it. And not through an online petition 
or a tweet. We are going to have to turn the 
TV and the computer and the video games off 
and get out in the streets (like they’ve done 
in Wisconsin). Some of you need to run for 
local offi ce next year. We need to demand 
that the Democrats either get a spine and stop 
taking corporate money – or step aside.

When is enough, enough? The middle 
class dream will not just magically reappear. 
Wall Street’s plan is clear: America is to be a 
nation of Haves and Have Nothings. Is that 
OK for you?

Why not use today to pause and think 
about the little steps you can take to turn this 
around in your neighbourhood, at your work-
place, in your school? Is there any better day 
to start than today?

Yours,
Michael Moore 

30 years ago today: 
The day 
the middle class died
A letter from Michael Moore
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Emile Schepers

A controversy has arisen over a 
New York Times article reveal-
ing that at least two-dozen CIA 
agents, as well as those of the Drug 
Enforcement Agency and other US 
agencies, are now operating inside 
Mexico with the full cooperation 
of the right-wing government 
of President Felipe Calderon. 
Although both governments claim 
that the US agents are operating 
under the control of Mexican 
offi cials, past experiences with 
the CIA in Mexico and in all of 
Latin America have set alarm 
bells ringing.

The CIA and DEA agents are sup-
posedly assigned to help the Calderon 
government in its bloody war against 
major drug and crime cartels. After 
Calderon was declared president in 
the wake of the much criticised 2006 
elections, he announced a military 
policy toward the cartels, similar to 
“Plan Colombia,” in which the US 
government has heavily supported 
the Colombian military in armed 
operations. This entailed, eventually, 
putting 50,000 troops in Mexican cit-
ies. In 2008, the Bush administration 
announced the “Merida Initiative,” 
whereby an initial $1.6 billion in US 
aid would be provided to Mexico in 
support of Calderon’s war. So far, 
most of this money, which is dwarfed 

by the tens of millions of dollars 
the drug trade brings in, has gone 
to purchase military hardware from 
US suppliers.

The upshot of Calderon’s war on 
drugs has been that 40,000 people 
have been killed, including drug cartel 
members, police, military personnel 
and innocent bystanders. There have 
also been thousands of “disappear-
ances,” and many complaints about 
human rights violations by the mili-
tary. Calderon has stated that the high 
death toll is, in a sense, a good sign 
because it shows that, having lost a 
number of leaders to military and 
police action, the cartels are in turmoil 
and subordinate leaders are killing 
each other’s “soldiers” in rivalry for 
leadership.

But there is strong dissent within 
Mexico over Calderon’s entire “mili-
tary” approach. Many question the 
authorities’ position that the killings 
and kidnappings are going on only 
among people mixed up in the drug 
trade. For example, the Zetas espe-
cially have developed a method of 
kidnapping Central American eco-
nomic migrants who travel through 
Mexico to cross over into the United 
States, holding them for ransom and 
either enslaving or massacring those 
who can’t pay. Hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, have been killed and 
buried in mass graves, a situation 
which has led to mass demonstrations 

in Mexico and diplomatic protests 
from the governments of Mexico’s 
neighbours to the south: Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador especially. 
Frequently, it is Mexican security 
personnel themselves who are shaking 
down immigrants.

Many Mexicans remember the 
lawless history of the CIA in the 
region and within Mexico, and so 
have trouble seeing “the Agency” as a 
benign presence helping maintain law 
and order. Activities of the CIA in the 
1950s, 1960s and beyond, in which it 
instigated the Mexican government to 
crack down violently on the Mexican 

Communist Party and militant peas-
ants’ and workers’ movements, as 
well as CIA defector Philip Agee’s 
revelations about the CIA’s penetra-
tion of the Mexican government (in 
his 1975 book “Inside the Company”), 
have created the strong impression 
that the presence of the CIA has 
political purposes, namely to keep the 
right wing in power beyond the 2012 
general elections. Also not forgotten 
is the role played by the CIA in the 
Iran-Contra scandal, which involved 
drug dealing through Mexico into the 
United States.

So the CIA has no public cred-
ibility in Mexico. The legality of the 
presence of foreign operatives of this 
kind was raised as soon as the New 
York Times story came out. Senator 
Ricardo Monreal Avila, of the Labor 
Party said, “Since the days of Santa 
Anna we have not had such a sell-
out and unpatriotic government...
the Constitution is being violated, 
it is direct interference by a foreign 
government in our internal politics.”

The leader of the centre-left 
Revolutionary Democratic Party, 
Jesus Zambrano, recalled that the 
revelation of the CIA presence 
comes right after the revelations of 
“Operation Fast and Furious”, in 

which the US Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
and possibly other US entities includ-
ing the CIA, deliberately allowed 
contraband high powered weap-
ons to be smuggled into Mexico. 
Zambrano warned of a possible 
“Colombianisation” of the situation 
in Mexico.

Javier Sicilia, poet and head of 
the Movement for Peace with Justice 
and Dignity, has been leading mass 
marches and demonstrations against 
Calderon’s “military” strategy in the 
drug war since his son was killed 
by cartel operatives in March. He 
denounced the idea of the CIA-DEA 
presence as “illegal and inadmis-
sible” and demanded that Interior 
Minister Jose Francisco Blake be 
summoned to Congress to explain 
what is going on. Legislators have 
in fact summoned Blake and also 
Foreign Minister Patricia Espinoza 
to hearings.

Sicilia and his organisation are 
now adding the issue of the CIA 
and DEA presence to that of a new 
“National Security Law” which would 
institutionalise the military approach, 
to a demonstration they are organising 
for August 14.
People’s World 

CIA presence provokes 
fear in Mexico

Creating evidence 
where there is none
Paul Craig Roberts

The New Yorker has published a 
story planted on Nicholas Schmidle 
by unidentifi ed sources who claim 
to be familiar with the alleged 
operation that murdered Osama 
bin Laden.

There is no useful information in 
the story. Its purpose seems simply 
to explain away or cover up holes 
in the original story, principally 
why did the Army SEALs murder 
an unarmed, unresisting Osama bin 
Laden whose capture would have 
resulted in a goldmine of terrorist 
information and whose show trial 
would have rescued the govern-
ment’s crumbling 9/11 story?

The gullible Schmidle tells us: 
“ ‘There was never any question 
of detaining or capturing him – it 
wasn’t a split-second decision. No 
one wanted detainees,’ the special-
operations offi cer told me.” In 
other words, the SEALs murdered 
bin Laden because the US gov-
ernment did not want detainees, 
not because trigger-happy stupid 
SEALS destroyed a font of terrorist 
information.

Why did the SEALS dump bin 
Laden’s body in the ocean instead of 
producing the evidence to a scepti-
cal world? No real explanation, just 
that SEALs had done the same thing 
to other victims. Schmidle writes: 
“All along, the SEALs had planned 
to dump bin Laden’s corpse into the 
sea – a blunt way of ending the bin 
Laden myth.” But before they did 
so, the US checked with an uniden-
tifi ed Saudi intelligence operative, 
who allegedly replied, “Your plan 
sounds like a good one.”

I mean, really.
After all of Sy Hersh’s New 

Yorker revelations of US gov-
ernment lies and plots, one can 
understand the pressure that might 
have been applied to the New 
Yorker to publish this fairy tale. 
But what is extraordinary is that 
there was a real story that Schmidle 
and the New Yorker could have 
investigated.

In the immediate aftermath 
of bin Laden’s alleged murder by 
the SEALs, Pakistani TV inter-
viewed the next door neighbour 
to bin Laden’s alleged compound. 
Someone supplied the video with 
an English translation running at 
the bottom of the video.

According to the transla-
tion, the next door neighbour, Mr 
Bashir, said that he watched the 
entire operation from the roof of 
his house. There were three heli-
copters. Only one landed. About a 
dozen men got out and entered the 
house. They shortly returned and 
boarded the helicopter. When the 
helicopter lifted off it exploded, 
killing all aboard. Mr Bashir 
reports seeing bodies and pieces of 
bodies all over.

The US government acknowl-
edges that it lost a helicopter, but 
claims no one was hurt.

Obviously, as there were no 
further landings, if everyone was 
killed as Mr. Bashir reports, there 
was no body to be dumped into the 
ocean.

A real investigation would 
begin with Mr Bashir’s interview. 
Was he actually saying what the 
English translation reported?

Surely there is a qualifi ed 

interpreter who can tell us what 
Mr Bashir is saying. If the English 
translation that I saw is not a hoax, 
then we are presented with a story 
totally different from the one the 
government told us and repeated 
again through Mr Schmidle.

If the English translation of 
Mr Bashir’s interview is correct, 
one would think that there would 
be some interest on the part of US 
news organisations and on the part 
of the intelligence committees in 
Congress to question Mr Bashir 
and his neighbours, many of whom 
are also interviewed on Pakistani 
TV saying that they have lived in 
Abbottabad all their lives and are 
absolutely certain that Osama bin 
Laden was not among them.

Mr Schmidle goes to lengths 
to describe the SEALs’ weapons, 
although his story makes it clear 
that no weapons were needed as bin 
Laden is described as “unarmed” 
and undefended. The “startled” bin 
Laden didn’t even hear the heli-
copters or all the SEALs coming 
up the stairs. In addition to all his 
fatal illnesses which most experts 
believe killed him a decade ago, 
bin Laden must have been deaf as 
neighbours report that the sound of 
the helicopters was “intense.”

When Pakistanis on the scene 
in Abbottabad report a totally 
different story from the one that 
reaches us second and third hand 
from unidentifi ed operatives speak-
ing to reporters in the US who 
have never been to Abbottabad, 
shouldn’t someone qualifi ed look 
into the story?
Information Clearing House 

Perth
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London Mayor Boris Johnson 
opens his mouth so often that it is 
inevitable that he will make sense 
once in a while. That is the case 
with his statement that now is not 
the “time to think about making 
substantial cuts in police num-
bers.” Johnson is an ardent backer 
of the government’s cuts program, 
but even he can see that slashing 
police numbers demoralises staff 
and public alike.

However, his support for so-called 
“robust policing” shows the same 
Conservative Party, or Tory, lack of 
imagination over how to deal with 
the current wave of unrest in many 
English cities. Where robust polic-
ing gives way to police brutality is 
a moot point, although it is a detail 
to which the London mayor will pay 
little heed since his class will not be 
in the fi ring line.

This minted politician, who has 
basked in the lap of luxury all his 
life, has the temerity to claim that 
young people have been accorded an 
“endless sense of entitlement.” That 
might well apply to young people of 
his background and that of the multi-
millionaires who clutter up Prime 
Minister David Cameron’s cabinet, 
but it does not correspond in any way 
to those rioting, looting and fi ghting 
the police in city streets.

Johnson’s comments indicate his 
utter ignorance of the current state of 
the country and the extent of social 
division. Over 30 years of neo-liberal 
policies have eroded the postwar 
consensus, accepted by Labour and 
Tory parties, that government had a 
duty to avoid any return to the mass 
poverty and deprivation of the 1930s.

That consensus was laid down by 
the 1945 Labour government, with the 
establishment of the National Health 
Service, a welfare state, progress 
to comprehensive state education, 
modern local authority housing and 
a commitment to the goal of full 
employment.

For sure there were political dif-
ferences between the parties on issues 

such as public ownership, but even 
the Tories felt obliged to defend jobs 
and communities by nationalising the 
Upper Clyde shipyards and aeroplane 
engine maker Rolls Royce. This con-
sensus was shattered by ruling class 
demands to reverse the declining rate 
of corporate profi ts, by reducing wel-
fare spending and giving tax breaks 
to big business and the rich.

While Labour opposed many 
aspects of the ruling-class offensive 
carried out by Margaret Thatcher’s 
Tory administrations throughout the 
1980s at the time, the party’s capture 
by new Labour secured a new politi-
cal consensus behind neo-liberalism.

The “greed is good” years did 
not solely infect the London dealers, 
bankers and company directors who 
became incredibly rich as a result 
of speculation. Similar attitudes – 
without the same rewards – were 
expressed by other sections of 
society, reproduced so grotesquely 
by the needy inadequates who try 
to pass themselves off as ruthless 
entrepreneurs on TV shows such as 
The Apprentice.

We are told that selfi shness and 
dog-eat-dog competition are human 
nature.

Quite simply, this is rubbish. 
Humanity could not have survived 
and prospered on the basis of ruth-
less individualism. Progress has 
been achieved through co-operation. 
That was exemplifi ed by the collec-
tive efforts of communities to stand 
together to defend shops and homes 
from attack in recent days.

Similar unity of purpose is 
ever more necessary to thwart the 
combined assault on public services 
and workers’ living standards by the 
current Conservative Party-Liberal 
Democratic Party coalition govern-
ment. Strengthening the public sector 
and collective solidarity is the way to 
rebuild the economy and provide the 
jobs and hope that alone will prevent 
future social explosions of the kind 
witnessed recently.
Morning Star 

British riots spurred by 
“greed is good” society

COSATU statement on road tolls

Turkish Cypriot unionists 
call for support

The Congress of South African 
Trade Unions is shocked and 
angry at the announcement last 
week that the government has 
approved the toll fees which are to 
be charged to travel on Gauteng’s 
highways.

The government had earlier prom-
ised that they would consult with the 
public before charging tolls. Yet at the 
only meeting to which COSATU’s 
Gauteng branch was invited, they 
were simply told that the tolls were 
going ahead. That is not consulta-
tion! The massive and widespread 
opposition to the tolls has been totally 
ignored.

The minimal reduction of tariffs 
– on light motor vehicles from 49.5 
cents to 40 cents per kilometre, and 
on medium vehicles from 149 to 

100 cents per kilometre – in no way 
meets COSATU’s objections to the 
imposition of these road tolls, which 
is based on opposition to the whole 
principle of charging tolls to drive on 
public highways.

The toll will impose a huge 
additional burden on road users, 
while generating huge profi ts to 
those who have installed and will 
be running this R20bn system. They 
will have a particularly devastat-
ing effect on workers who have 
no alternative but to drive to work 
because of the lack of a proper 
public transport system.

They will lead to big price 
increases in the shops to cover the 
increased cost of transporting goods, 
and some companies may even be 
forced out of business and have to 

retrench workers because of their 
increased transport costs.

COSATU has issued a notice 
under Section 77 of the Labour 
Relations Act and negotiations on 
this are continuing in Nedlac. If 
there is no change in policy from 
government and the negotiations 
deadlock, we shall be planning 
marches, demonstrations, pickets 
and stayaways, and taking strike 
action if the tolls are not scrapped. 
We are confi dent that thousands 
of other Gauteng residents will be 
joining us in these protests.

The federation will continue to 
demand as its alternative to tolled 
roads, an integrated, safe, reli-
able and affordable public transport 
system. 

Gary Bono

Authorities in occupied northern 
Cyprus on July 19 assaulted 
Turkish Cypriots as they peace-
fully protested a visit by Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Erdogan. 
The people were not simply 
protesting against the visit but 
also its purpose, which was to 
commemorate Turkey’s 1974 
invasion and partial occupation 
of the island. The protestors 
were also expressing their anger 
over certain ongoing negative 
consequences of the invasion and 
occupation, which include not only 
the expulsion of Greek Cypriots 
residing in northern Cyprus but 
also the marginalisation of native 
Turkish Cypriots, who have been 
displaced by settlers imported from 
the Turkish mainland.

Since the attacks, new details 
have been provided by leading 
Turkish Cypriot trade unionists and 
members of the New Cyprus Party, 
a political party in north Cyprus 

that has fraternal relations with 
AKEL, the governing party of the 
republic.

Sources report that the series 
of incidents began with an attack 
on the headquarters of the Cyprus 
Turkish Civil Servants’ Union. 
Banners and placards deemed by 
the occupation authorities to be 
offensive to Erdogan were seized 
or torn down. In this initial attack 
Devrim Barcin, the organisation 
secretary of KTAMS and Ayca 
Soygur Cirali, the general secre-
tary of the Municipality Workers’ 
Union, were arrested.

After attacking the union head-
quarters, the armed men forcibly 
prevented peaceful protestors 
from approaching the road where 
Erdogan was scheduled to pass. 
Several protestors suffered minor 
injuries and one, who was car-
rying a sign saying, “I fought in 
1974, America won”, was arrested. 
This particular sign referred to 
the belief, held by most Cypriots, 
that the 1974 Turkish invasion and 

occupation, and the right-wing coup 
attempt that precipitated it, were 
really directed from Washington. 
Meanwhile, those holding pro-
Erdogan and pro-Turkey signs were 
not harassed or kept from the road.

Later that same evening, a 
protest tent set up by the Cyprus 
Turkish Airways Workers’ union 
was attacked. Six protestors, 
including a member of the execu-
tive committee of the New Cyprus 
Party and the coordinator of its 
weekly newspaper, were arrested. 
Other protestors were badly beaten, 
including the heads of KTAMS and 
the Cyprus Turkish High School 
Teachers’ Union and a leader of the 
Telecommunication Workers Union.

In offi cial statements, Gurven 
Varoglu of the Turkish Cypriot 
Teachers’ Union called for inter-
national support and solidarity and 
Murat Kanatli, secretary of the New 
Cyprus Party, referred to Erdogan’s 
visit and the events surrounding it 
as “tyranny in every way”.
People’s World 
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Sending asylum 
seekers to Malaysia 
illegal

During the last three weeks news 
media rightly could not accept 
my assertion that the ALP would 
not send the 578 asylum seekers 
at Christmas Island to Malaysia. 
I couldn’t divulge my source in 
the ALP. In part some in the ALP 
were abhorred by the fact that 
asylum seekers, some who have 
been here for months would be 
slavishly expelled to Malaysia, and 
others argued that by only send-
ing people “within a day or two 
of interception” would be viewed 
“kinder” and “more supportively 
by Australians”.

It is the right thing to have 
occurred in that the 578 at Phosphate 
Hill Compound at Christmas Island 
detention centre, who have been 
segregated thus far, will not be sent 
to Malaysia. They are relieved.

It is the wrong thing to be send-
ing anyone to Malaysia who arrives 
to Australia and it is illegal under 
our party to UN Conventions. The 
UNHCR cannot be offi cially party 
to any such agreement. Australia 
is trying to export its human rights 
obligations. However these transform 
into human rights violations. Australia 

is not able to export its duty of care 
nor waive various liabilities and 
culpabilities and Australia cannot be 
indemnifi ed from various civil and 
criminal prosecutions.

The UN has not endorsed 
Australia’s Malaysian Solution 
because it cannot. It may assist in 
monitoring the program. The UN 
cannot contravene its own Charter and 
its own Conventions by ratifying an 
agreement between nations which is 
contrary to International Conventions 
ratifi ed by one of its parties, in this 
instance Australia.

Australia is committing $292 
million to be misspent over four 
years and which shall escalate into 
a misspent of closer to half a billion 
during this time.

If asylum seekers die in Malaysia 
their families can lay claim to them 
having died in Australian immigration 
custody, or as a result of Australian 
immigration custody or in the duty 
of care of the Australian govern-
ment, or as a result of the Australian 
government.

Gerry Georgatos
Convener, Human Rights 

Alliance

Noises off

I was somewhat surprised to 
read in a recent edition of The 
Guardian (Worth Watching, July 
20) that the presenter of the BBC 
documentary Wonders of the 
Universe, Professor Brian Cox, 
thought the Corporation was too 
quick to respond to the demands 
of “a minority” who reportedly 
criticised the quality and level of 
the music sound track in this four 
part series.

My hearing is quite acute and 
yet, I too, found the music to be a 
distraction mainly because for much 
of the documentary it competed with, 
or worse, “drowned out” the narration. 
The many viewers with impaired 
hearing would be at an even greater 
disadvantage.

Lamentably, this production 
value characterises many of today’s 
documentaries and station promo-
tions which makes me inclined to 
think that it could be a generational 
thing where, in some way, loudness 
is thought to equate with quality. A 
minority perhaps, but a signifi cant 
one nonetheless. 

Eduardo Phillips 
Sydney

Privatised by stealth
I was very surprised to see from 
my electricity bill that Country 
Energy had been privatised. The 
next day, I decided to fi nd out how 
this had happened, because I had 
seen no news of it in the Sydney 
Morning Herald at all. I checked 
with the Energy Ombudsman and 
confi rmed that NSW Electricity has 
indeed been privatised. 

I had followed the adventures 
of K Keneally and E Rosendaal 
over prorogue of Parliament, but 
had received the impression that the 
subject was still under inquiry. I tried 
to fi nd out the name and date of the 
Act of Parliament relevant. I rang the 
NSW Parliamentary Citizens’ Inquiry 
Sources, and after a few hours they 
still could not fi nd out the name and 
date of the relevant Act, or anything 
about it.

Then the Parliamentary Customer 
Inquiry Line rang back to say that 

there was never any such Act. Very 
soon afterwards, another person rang 
and told me that “they had done it” 
by means of a regulation which dated 
from 1989. 

In  2008 an  e lec t r ic i ty 
Restructuring Bill was withdrawn 
from Parliament. What “they” used 
was the State-Owned Corporations 
Act of 1989.

NSW is believed generally to be a 
Parliamentary Democracy, but is now 
shown to be a disguised oligarchy at 
best, where a conspiracy of a few can 
overwhelm due process.

K and R could prorogue the 
Parliament to enable them to operate 
secretly in order to privatise an organ 
of the state. On this precedent, any 
Premier could privatise any other 
organ of the state, e.g. the Education 
Department or National Parks and 
Wildlife.

An amendment to the NSW 
Constitution is urgently needed 
to ensure that this can never 
happen again, so that Parliamentary 
Democracy is restored to NSW.

Rosemary Dunlop 
NSW
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Racism 
and a 
persistent 
wasteland
When I was a young fellow, it was 
my habit to spend my Saturday 
nights listening to the radio, mainly 
but not exclusively tuned to the 
ABC. Early favourites included 
the BBC comedy shows Take It 
From Here (with Australia’s Dick 
Bentley) and Much Binding In The 
Marsh and the Australian-made 
music programs World Famous 
Tenors (compiled and compered 
by the Communist actor John 
Deese of Quiz Kids fame) and John 
West’s long running and estimable 
Sentimental Journey (on which I 
was guest compere one week).

With the coming of television, we 
discovered that just as the music halls 
had been a marvellous training ground 
for the comics of the silent screen, 
so vaudeville and working men’s 
clubs were a perfect training ground 
for cabaret and television “variety” 
shows. The intimate relationship 
and repartee between performers and 
members of the live studio audience 

was a crucial element in the success 
of these shows, whether by Budd 
Abbott and Lou Costello in the US 
or Morcombe and Wise in Britain. 

So perfectly attuned to the 
requirements and possibilities of 
television were Morcombe and 
Wise that they failed miserably in 
plot-driven cinema fi lms, but were 
headliners on TV.

Their TV shows comprised long 
and short comedy routines broken up 
by musical numbers performed by 
regular guest artists. One of these was 
the popular black jazz singer Wilma 
Reading (she was also heard on the 
ABC’s late-night jazz programs).

A household name in Britain, 
I never heard her introduced as an 
Australian, least of all an Australian 
Aborigine. I am sure most of us 
thought she was African-American, 
probably from the West Indies. But 
she was a Queensland girl, from 
Cairns.

Like many Australian artists, she 
had to go abroad to have a career, but 
unlike most she had to almost hide 
her origins to avoid “confusing” her 
audience, a decision by her managers 
no doubt.

Over her forty-year career, she 
performed with Duke Ellington and 
other great musicians, but did not have 
the fame and recognition in her own 
country that she deserved.

Now in her seventies, I see from 
the newspapers that she has returned 
to Cairns and to teaching the next 
generation of young singers, who 
hopefully will not be obliged to 
obscure their ethnic origins to achieve 
a career.

The fifty-year old 
wasteland

Half a century ago, on 
May 9, 1961, Newton Minow, 
President John F Kennedy’s freshly 
appointed Chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
attempted to persuade the owners of 
US television networks to expand 

choice for viewers, “by advancing 
new technologies in the belief that 
more choice would result in more 
and better content”.

Addressing the annual convention 
of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, Minow referred to 
television as “too often a wasteland”. 
He was, of course, preaching to the 
wrong audience. These people had a 
vested interest in precisely the type 
of television he was decrying.

The producer Sherwood Schwartz 
actually gave Minow’s name to the 
boat that was wrecked on his new 
sitcom Gilligan’s Island. The show 
itself would become a benchmark 
for “dumbed down” programming 
pandering to the lowest common 
denominator.

It was Hollywood thumbing its 
nose at the lofty ideals of the FCC 
Chairman. For the broadcasters 
Minow was addressing, television 
meant commercial television, and that 
was a highly lucrative adjunct of the 
advertising industry.

It was not seen as a means of 
communication and enlightenment, 
as a powerful aid to education and 
cultural empowerment, but simply 
as a splendid device for placing 
advertisements before very large, 

selected audiences in return for a 
hefty fee.

The broadcasters were capitalists 
and their main interest was in 
maximising their profi t, and for that 
they needed programs that appealed 
to the largest number of people, 
regardless of quality, long-term effect 
or (god forbid) cultural or artistic 
merit. All that mattered was fi nding 
the gimmick that would get the 
suckers at home to tune in and watch 
at least the early part of the show.

That is still their main interest. 
And don’t think this wasteland 

is somehow a thing of the past. 
Gilligan’s Island is one of the 
offerings from the “new” digital 
Free View channels. And it has many 
clones, some also old, like I Dream 
of Genie, others relatively new but 
equally stupid and undemanding.

Kerry Packer called the possession 
of a licensed commercial TV channel 
a “licence to print money”, and for the 
commercial broadcast industry that is 
all it ever is.

That is why today, for all our 
extra digital channels, our television 
is a mélange of copycat programs, 
repeats and occasional fl ashes of 
brilliance (just to remind you of what 
could be done).

If one channel comes up with a 
show that succeeds, soon all of them 
are running copy-cat versions of it. 
Remakes abound, because they can be 
presented to the fi nanciers in concrete 
terms (“It’s the same as this famous 
show only with hot new star Jimmy 
Crutchgrabber in the lead – it will 
make a mint!”)

Original, innovative programming 
is a harder sell because it is innovative 
and original, hence to some extent 
unknown, and hence a bigger risk to 
profi t margins.

Television will remain a 
wasteland until it is removed from 
the stultifying control of commercial 
broadcasters whose source of income 
is revenue from peddling advertising 
time during and between programs 
(and when they can get away with 
it, within the programs themselves).

Capitalism, however, does not 
want television freed from the grip 
of commerce. To let such a potent, 
valuable adjunct of the combined 
advertising, news and propaganda 
industry pass into the control of the 
elected government rather than the 
corporations is seen as a very bad 
thing for business. And of course it 
would be, wouldn’t it? 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Wilma Reading.

URNG Representative 
Ovidio Orellana
Guatemalan Tour 2011

Perth
Wednesday August 17
6:00pm
Maritime Union of Australia 
2-4 Kwong Alley North 
Fremantle

Adelaide
Saturday August 20
7:00pm
Royal Park Doghouse Club
66 Wattle Ave Royal Park

Melbourne
August 24 - 29 
for more details contact 
Andrew Irving on 
03 9639 1550
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August 19
THE JAPANESE CATASTROPHES: GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS
Richard Broinowsky, former Diplomat Japan, author Fact or Fission – 
the Truth About Australia's Nuclear Ambitions; 
David Sweeney, National Nuclear Campaigner, ACF

August 26
THE VOICE OF NOAM CHOMSKY: 
FOR FREEDOM, FOR CRITICISM, FOR HOPE
Stephen Craine, Prof, Macquarie Centre Cognitive Science, Macquarie Uni; 
Peter Slezak, A/Prof, School of History & Philosophy, UNSW

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney

Every Friday 6pm ’til 7.45
Gaelic Club

64 Devonshire Street Surry Hills

Pat Toms 02 9358 4834
patandbrucetoms@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

Sun 21 Aug –
Sat 27 Aug

In 1924, English climbers 
George Mallory and Sandy 

Irvine, dressed in gabardine and hob-
nailed boots but equipped with bottled 
oxygen, attempted to be the fi rst men 
to climb the highest mountain on 
Earth, Everest. They were last seen 
800 feet below the summit.

Seventy-fi ve years later, Mallory’s 
frozen body was discovered lying 
on a scree slope. He had obviously 
fallen and, although able to stop 
himself from sliding further, he had 
a compound fracture of one leg and 
he died where he fell.

Mallory’s young companion, 
Irvine, left alone on Everest, simply 
disappeared. His body has yet to be 
discovered. 

The young mountaineer who 
found Mallory’s body, Conrad Anker, 
did so by looking in the wrong 
place almost by accident. Mallory’s 
story, and Anker’s, is told in the 
documentary The Wildest Dream – 
Conquest Of Everest (ABC1 Sunday 
August 21 at 8.30pm).

Mallory’s clothes and effects are 
all perfectly preserved by the cold and 
the altitude. He had promised his wife 
Ruth that he would place her photo on 
the summit of Everest. Anker places 
great signifi cance on the fact that 

Ruth’s photograph is missing from 
the effects found with Mallory’s body.

From the missing photograph, 
Anker concludes that Mallory and 
Irvine must have reached the summit, 
left the photo there as promised and 
perished on the return journey down 
the mountain.

It’s bit of a stretch, and there is 
absolutely no evidence to support the 
claim, but Anker sets out to recreate 
Mallory’s summit attempt in the type 
of gear Mallory and Irvine had. 

It’s a climbing feat under trying 
conditions, and all it proves is that the 
two Brits in 1924 could have climbed 
to the summit, but all we know for 
sure is that when they were last seen 
they still had almost a thousand feet 
to go.

The ABC is also running a fi lm 
about making The Wildest 

Dream, called Everest: Shooting The 
Impossible (ABC2 Sunday August 
21 at 10.00pm). Although this pur-
ports to “follow Conrad Anker’s nail 
biting ascent up the North East Ridge 
with a thirty-strong team specially 
selected for their fi lmmaking and 
climbing skills”, it is basically a pub-
licity trailer for The Wildest Dream.

Jack Dee: Live In London
(ABC2 Monday August 22 at 

9.30pm) is a fi lmed stage performance 
by actor and stand-up comedian Jack 
Dee. Judged as such, it’s funnier than 
most. Dee is a clever wit who doesn’t 
laugh at his own jokes or try for cheap 
laughs by denigrating his in-laws.

He talks about things anyone in 
his audience has probably encountered 
(leering yobbos who’ve run out of 
things to say after the fi rst few grunts, 
for example). He is a good mimic who 
can capture the essence of his targets 
in a few apt phrases.

The most curious thing about 
the program, however, is that it was 
made in 1998. Yes, thirteen years ago. 

Why the long wait? And is it the fi rst 
of other comedy revivals from the 
archives?

There must be dozens if not 
hundreds of stand-up comedy acts 
gathering dust in recording studio 
vaults all over Britain. Think of the 
program possibilities.

Out of fairness to the viewers, 
however, surely the title of a program 
like this should be modified to 
something like Jack Dee: Live In 
London Thirteen Years Ago when he 
was younger?

Fiona Bruce, the presenter of 
Antiques Roadshow these 

days, comes across in that capacity 
as a featherweight, given to gushing 
and little else. This is clearly unfair 
to her, for it seems she is a journalist 
of some character and determina-
tion, both of which get shown in the 
four-part series Fake Or Fortune
(ABC1 Tuesdays from August 23 
at 8.30pm).

In this series Bruce teams up 
with art expert Philip Mould (another 

regular on Antiques Roadshow) 
to investigate “mysteries behind 
paintings”. The fi rst episode deals 
with the effort to authenticate a 
painting allegedly by Monet.

The authority that establishes 
whether a painting is a Monet or not 
is not a national gallery or museum, 
as you might expect, but a billionaire 
family of art collectors and dealers 
named Wildenstein, publishers of a 
defi nitive register of Monet’s works.

Since acceptance of a painting 
into the register will increase its value 
by millions of dollars, the control of 
the register by a family with a vested 
interest in the art market is both 
scandalous and a massive temptation 
to corruption.

Mould believes the painting in 
the program is a genuine Monet. 
The efforts by the program makers 
to prove it are fascinating, especially 
the sequence where different types of 
photography are tried on the Mona 
Lisa to illustrate the modern scientifi c 
techniques available to art restorers 

today. Thanks to computers, we can 
actually see his painting the way 
Michelangelo intended it to be seen. 
Remarkable.

The most noticeable thing 
about Carnival Queen

(ABC1 Tuesday August 23 at 
10.05pm) is how pretentious and 
at the same time how old fashioned 
it is. An account of the creation of 
a new show by performance artist 
Moira Finucane and her partner Jackie 
Smith, watching Carnival Queen is 
like reliving the 1960s, especially the 
beat poetry of that era.

The show Finucane is creating, 
Finucane and Smith’s Carnival of 
Mysteries, probably looks and sounds 
better when viewed through a fog 
of substance abuse, but it is such a 
sad, pretentious load of rubbish that 
it is hard to see how anything could 
salvage it.

In many ways it epitomises the 
sorry state of a sizeable chunk of the 
contemporary art world in this country 
today. 

Rob Gowland

previews
ABC & SBS

Public Television

Fake Or Fortune 
(ABC1 Tuesdays 
from August 23 

at 8.30pm).
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Harvest Time – and other poems
by Vic Williams
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A superb collection of well known communist poet 
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Anna Pha

On September 11, 1973, General Augusto 
Pinochet staged a brutal, US-orchestrated 
military coup against the left-wing govern-
ment of Chilean president Salvador Allende. 
President Allende, who had rushed to the 
palace to defend the government and democ-
racy, was shot to death during the coup. His 
death was offi cially attributed to suicide 
following a questionable autopsy under the 
rule of the military junta. This fi nding has 
been widely disputed, particularly by the 
Left who accused the military of murder-
ing him. Last month, the results of a new 
autopsy and investigation were released, 
also with the highly controversial fi nding 
of suicide. Dr Jose Quiroga, a cardiologist 
and Allende’s physician was in the palace 
at the time.

Dr Quiroga is a survivor of torture, includ-
ing water boarding, while in detention under the 
Pinochet dictatorship. In 1977, he moved with 
his family to the US where he treated victims 
of torture on a voluntary basis for many years. 
He is a strenuous campaigner against the use 
of torture and has spoken on the treatment 
and rehabilitation of survivors at conferences 
around the world. He is the vice-president of the 
International Rehabilitation Council for Torture 
Victims and treasurer of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility.

Dr Quiroga was in Sydney last week as the 
guest of STARTTS (Service for Treatment and 
Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors).  
He took time out to meet with members of the 
Latin American community, several of whom 
had also experienced torture under the Pinochet 
dictatorship.

Coup d’état
Dr Quiroga recalled in detail the events 

of that day, which are still indelibly printed 
in his memory. They knew a coup d’état was 
coming but not when. On Tuesday, September 
11, 1973, he had left early in the morning to 
go to the hospital when he heard the coup was 
taking place. 

When Dr Quiroga reached the hospital he 
was told to go to La Moneda, the presidential 
palace. He left his car at the hospital and walked 
to La Moneda. People were fl eeing the Palace. 
He saw no sign of the military. He knocked on 
the door, entered and went to his section of the 
Palace, where there was a medical unit. President 
Allende had a serious heart condition and a 
team of cardiologists and physicians constantly 
monitored him.

Dr Quiroga divided the battle into two 
stages. The fi rst was between 8am and 10am. 
The palace was crowded; he saw Allende wear-
ing a helmet and carrying a machine gun that 
Fidel Castro had given him. Members of the 
security guard (GAP) were with him.

Defending democracy
At 10am Allende called everyone together. 

“I came to the government palace to defend 
democracy. I am going to remain,” Allende said. 
He asked those who did not have weapons, did 
not know how to use them, and the women to 
leave. A ceasefi re enabled them to leave. Many 
left. Around 80 remained, including fi ve doc-
tors and Allende’s daughters. The police guards 
just left. Plain clothes detectives and personal 
guards remained.

The gates to the Palace were locked. The 
military began their attack on the Palace. Allende 
managed to make several radio broadcasts before 

the electricity was cut off. The military called 
for them to surrender. They refused.

Tear gas was used. “We could not breathe 
the air inside. Some gas masks were available. 
We were given them and could breathe. The 
rest of our skin was burning, the environment 
became more and more diffi cult,” Dr Quiroga 
told the Sydney meeting.

“Around 12 noon there was heavy bomb-
ing. The planes fl ew from north to south fi ring 
on top of La Moneda. The fi rst rocket hit the 
second level where Allende was. A fi re started 
and extended to where we were. There was a 
lot of smoke and fi re, conditions were becoming 
more diffi cult.”

Around 2pm Allende decided they needed 
to surrender as many risked facing the military 
assaults, Dr Quiroga said. They went to the 
medical room. “I put on a white cloak with a red 
cross on it, hoping for some protection. Shots 
were fl ying from one side to the other. We had 
to crawl on the ground.

“I met Olivares, one of Allende’s closest 
friends. He had blown his head off. I put him 
on the ground, there was nothing I could do. I 
went up to the second story, went to tell people 
that Olivares was dying, that he had committed 
suicide.”

They used a broom and white tablecloth as 
a fl ag to indicate they were surrendering. There 
is a long hallway along the side of the Palace. 
The military had entered the palace and started 
coming up the steps. They stopped and arrested 
a group at the very end of the hallway. As they 
were walking along the corridor Allende walked 
towards them, next to the Independence Room. 
He said nothing, just went into the room on his 
own and closed the door behind him.

“There were three of us doctors, the head 
of the bodyguards and someone else, just us. 
At one point someone opened the door. I can 
see Salvador Allende looking towards the door, 
at us, his face, his head disappears. It is so 
marked in my memory. I knew immediately he 
committed suicide.

“Guijón [one of the doctors] went into the 
room … He took Allende’s weapon and said 
Allende had committed suicide. There were 
no army men in there at the time. They went 
in there later.”

They walked out to the street where General 
Palacios told them to lie on the ground. “There 
was a tank in front of us. General Palacios 
asked who were doctors and separated us. Told 
us to stand aside.” It appears he was trying to 
observe the Geneva Convention, sparing the 
non-military doctors.

Will never forget
“This is what I saw. Changes happened to 

me physiologically, the memory remains there.
“Guijón from the beginning said he com-

mitted suicide. The rest of us said nothing until 
now. We never spoke about it to each other.”

On September 28, Cuban President Fidel 
Castro said that the military had killed Allende. 
People on the Left used these comments. Guijón 
was not believed.

“In 1999, the head of the doctors said 
he would write a book about it. I sent him a 
statement. It was very diffi cult. I realised I had 
scars ... I had not gone through the process of 
grieving. I had said nothing.”

Dr Quiroga said his silence was political. 
The more who said the military killed Allende, 
the better.

“After 25 years it is no longer a political 
problem. People have a right to know the truth.” 
It now became a matter for the historical record.

Second autopsy
Dr Quiroga spoke about the original autopsy, 

describing the circumstances as “very irregular” 
and the fi ndings contradictory. It suggested that 
a second shot had been fi red that had not gone 
through his machine gun.

The recent autopsy, Dr Quiroga said, was 
very professional. Its conclusion is “suicide 
due to coup d’état”. His death was instanta-
neous. Allende’s family accepts the conclu-
sions. “He did it defending democracy when 
he knew it was impossible to win. He went 
there to defend democracy. It does not take 
away his merits.”

“I spoke to Isabella [Allende’s daughter]. I 
have no doubt about it. I observed the instant 
when he died. It happened in a second. The 
military had not arrived at that point in time. 
They committed many atrocities later – for 
20 years.”

Dr Quiroga, then briefl y outlined some of 
the work he and others have done with other 
Chileans who had gone to the US. They worked 
on a program for Amnesty International, record-
ing the events of torture and rehabilitating 
victims. They worked with teams including 
medical and psychological personnel.

Systemic state torture
He commented on the traumatic impact 

that the experience under the junta had on his 
own life, the post-traumatic stress disorder that 
he experienced writing a report on it several 
decades later. “For many years I thought it had 

not affected me, until I wrote those pages. Then 
I relived that event.”

In response to questions that followed, 
Dr Quiroga noted the involvement of the US 
in the coup. There are now many documents 
available showing how the US instituted it and 
that Pinochet had no part in its planning, just 
accepted the last minute offer to execute it.

On the question of torture, Dr Quiroga noted 
that the US presents itself as the “protector of 
democracy” but they use torture. “Under Bush 
they used systematic torture as a policy of state. 
Obama said he would not, but he continued 
to do it.

“It is a dark episode in human rights. 
Particularly for me, the participation of health 
professionals in it is horrendous. There are doc-
tors experimenting for the CIA. There is a case 
of one person being water boarded 183 times!

“Those doctors practise water boarding – 
record the volume of water, how many times, 
the physiology…

“Many things happened in Chile. Over 
60,000 were detained and tortured. We will 
have so many claims in relation to that. Some 
class actions are being made.

“The only way of stopping it is to create 
awareness and apply sanctions.”
Dr Quiroga spoke in Spanish. 
The Guardian thanks Adriana Navarra 
whose simultaneous translation was used 
for this article.
There will be an interview with Dr 
Quiroga on torture in a coming issue of 
The Guardian. 

Allende died defending 
the government and democracy

Chilean president Salvador Allende.


