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Stench of corruption
The power of a media monopoly

Tom Pearson

The forced closure of News of the
World (NoW), a gutter tabloid that
profited on sensation, sex, scandal,
sleaze and sport, while promoting
the right-wing policies and ideology
of News Corp’s CEO and chairman
Rupert Murdoch, is no loss. The
furore surrounding its closure has
exposed the extensive powers of
the media “King’s” global media
monopoly and the interconnections
of monopoly capital with the state.
The reach of Rupert Murdoch into
the highest echelons of government
and the employment of News Corp
personnel by the British Prime
Minister and police HQ is a lesson
in state monopoly capitalism.

The scandal surrounding NoW’s
hacking of a murdered teenager’s
phone was too big to be swept under
the carpet. Apart from the closure
of NoW, it has led to investigations
into hacking and payments to police
for information, resignations, arrests
and forced News Corp to abandon
its takeover bid for BSkyB pay-TV.

The New York Times (NYT) on
July 22 published a three-column
guide of key figures involved. The first
column related to the British govern-
ment, the second to News Corporation
(including those arrested, charged and
previously jailed over hackings) and
the third to the Metropolitan Police
(also known as the Met or Scotland
Yard). It illustrates the penetration of
former editors and executives of News
Corp into government and a key arm
of state machinery.

It also begs the question: What
other areas have News Corp or
other media magnates penetrated?
The courts? government departments
— defence, foreign affairs, treasury,
education....?

The enormous amount of personal
information gained on celebrities,
politicians, police and others through
hacking not only served to boost
circulation with “scoops” but also
provided dirt which could be used
for other purposes. The power of a
media monopoly to make or break
governments, discredit officers in
public positions reeks more of cor-
ruption than democracy.

Ten arrests have been made,
including former editor of NoW and
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The Malaysia
nightmare for
asylum seekers

CEO of News International (a British
arm of News Corp) Rebekah Brooks.

Rupert and son James, along with
Brooks, have faced questioning by a
parliamentary committee — pleading
ignorance and suffering the all too
familiar memory lapses that corpo-
rate leaders experience on the rare
occasions they are called to account.

PM David Cameron is reported
to be a personal friend of Brooks and
Andy Coulson who was also arrested.
Coulson, who resigned in 2007 as
editor of NoW, was employed as chief
press officer by Cameron, despite
investigations of hackings under his
watch as editor.

Police compromised

Scotland Yard’s police com-
missioner Sir Paul Stephenson and
assistant commissioner John Yates
have resigned. Stephenson said he
had decided to step down because
“the ongoing speculation and accu-
sations relating to the Met’s links
with News International at a senior
level” had made it difficult for him
to do his job!

According to the NYT, an Ochs-
Sulzberger family publication,
Stephenson met for meals 18 times
with News International executives
and editors at the same time as earlier
investigations into alleged phone
hackings were taking place.

The NYT reported that eight of
these meetings were with Neil Wallis
(one of those arrested this month), an
editor of NowW who was employed by
the Met as a media consultant when
NoW was under investigation. The
NYT says that Wallis “is said to have
reported back to News International
about the hacking case during the
this period.”

His employment was not revealed
until after his arrest earlier this
month. The NYT reports: “In his
statement, Sir Paul explained that he
had withheld information about his
contacts with Mr Wallis, even after
Mr Wallis became a phone-hacking
suspect, because he ‘did not want to
compromise the prime minister in
any way by revealing or discussing
a potential suspect who clearly had a
close relationship with Mr Coulson’
— Mr Cameron’s friend and former
employee.”

In his resignation statement,

5

Teacher
bonus scheme

Rupert Murdoch.

Stephenson said: “Unlike Mr Coulson,
Mr Wallis had not resigned from
News of the World or, to the best
of my knowledge, been in any way
associated with the original phone-
hacking investigation” (Emphasis
added). Stephenson also indicated that
more than a fifth (at least 10) of the
Met’s 45 people in its media opera-
tions office have worked at News
International!

Stephenson denied knowledge
of the extent of the phone hacking
or Wallis” possible involvement.
“l saw senior figures from News
International providing evidence that
the misbehaviour was confined to a
rogue few and not known about at
the top,” Stephenson said. Certainly
an unusual approach to consider the
word of an organisation under a cloud
as “evidence”!

But that is not all. The NYT
(17-07-2011) notes that Wallis also
worked for Champney’s Spa where
Stephenson was treated for free for
five weeks — $17,000 worth for free.
Instead of the usual regrets in hind-
sight and offering to pay, Stephenson
went on to say: “There has been no
impropriety and | am extremely happy
with what | did and the reasons for
it ... The attempt to represent this in

Artificially
converted to poverty

a negative way is both cynical and
disappointing.”

Political power

It is often said that Murdoch
makes and breaks governments
around the world. His media outlets
are an all pervasive source of “news”
for millions of people. In Britain,
his media backed his close friend
Margaret Thatcher for many years.

It backed Tony Blair in as Labor
MP and was in contact just hours
before Blair announced Britain would
go to war in Iraq in pursuit of weap-
ons of mass destruction. News Corp
played a huge role in selling that lie.

When Blair ran out of steam with
the public, News Corp gave Gordon
Brown a helping hand. In the last
elections it turned on Brown and saw
Cameron elected.

In the US, his Fox News Network
helped spread the lies about the Iraq
war, supported George W Bush’s elec-
toral campaign, pushes racist attitudes
towards Muslims and immigrants
and supports the extreme right-wing
Tea Party.

In Australia, Murdoch’s role in
the lead-up to and following the coup
against the Labor Whitlam govern-
ment in 1975 should not be forgotten.
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Nato arming
Libyan “rebels”

More recently, Kevin Rudd had the
backing of Murdoch when elected in
2007. But Rudd fell foul of Murdoch
with his support of an emissions trad-
ing scheme and a tax on super-profits
in the mining sector.

His media backed Julia Gillard
who in turn is now under attack over
her carbon tax policy. Abbott, the
climate change denier, who would
like to restore WorkChoices or worse,
is now the favoured son.

The Australian and other
Murdoch-controlled outlets have
no shortage of space for loony and
dangerous, right-wing climate change
deniers. They consistently spout
Murdoch’s right-wing, neo-liberal
policies on international affairs, social
issues and economic policy.

You won’t find support for the
Palestinian people on his pages, let
alone honest coverage of Cuba. Its
media have run outrageous, racist
campaigns against land rights and
Indigenous people, against asylum
seekers and welfare recipients.
Murdoch is strongly opposed to
Labor’s national broadband network,
which could have consequences for
his own operations.

Continued on page 2

Obama’s
“withdrawal”




The Guardian
July 27 2011

The Guardian

Issue 1511 July 27, 2011

Words, weapons and lies

Last week, a terrorist detonated a bomb in the centre of Oslo
in Norway and went on a shooting rampage at a camp held by
Norwegian Labour Party youth on a nearby island. It is reported
that more than 70 people lost their lives that day. The media rushed
to judgement. “Al-Qaeda massacre: Norway’s 9/11” yelled the
headline of Murdoch’s bestselling Sun newspaper in Britain. The
verdict was in — Muslim terrorists had stuck Norway for its role in
NATO. However, it is now certain that the culprit is a fundamental-
ist Christian with connections to neo-Nazi groups in Europe and a
host of grievances against the government of his country including
“cultural Marxism”, multiculturalism and failure to exclude Muslim
migrants to Norway.

The passions of the alleged terrorist, Anders Behring Breivik,
would be familiar to Australians and other people living in devel-
oped capitalist countries. His causes are pushed incessantly by right
wing columnists and shock jocks. For a long time there has been
encouragement from the very top of the political heap — the “war”
on “Islamic terrorism”, the abuse of asylum seekers and the retreat
from the values of multiculturalism. He quotes John Howard and
Cardinal George Pell on his social networking site.

When someone acts on the hatred and intolerance that have
been fanned by the political right, people are justifiably stunned and
appalled; there is a momentary pause in the stream of anti-Muslim,
anti-asylum seeker commentary. But it won’t stop that easily.

This is far from the first time that a right wing Christian fun-
damentalist has acted out their murderous fantasies. Assaults and
assassinations of workers in abortion clinics in the US are not rare
occurrences. Neither are hate crimes against members of the gay
community. Timothy McVeigh was so incensed by the actions of
“big government” in the US that he blew up the Federal Building in
Oklahoma City, killing 168 people in 1995. In Australia, terrorism
also has a right wing flavour — the destruction of a Communist Party
bookshop in Brisbane on Hitler’s birthday in 1972, the attempted
assassination of then Labor leader Arthur Calwell, the bombing of
buildings associated with the former Yugoslav government.

In spite of this appalling record, the reactionary commentariat of
this country will soon return to its pet themes of perceived threats to
the Australia’s “Christian” values and traditions. “Not all Muslims
are terrorists but it appears all terrorists are Muslims”, one of these
media bullies said glibly before Anders Behring Breivik appeared on
the scene to underscore to the apparent idiocy of such statements.
“Apparent idiocy” because there is cold calculation in the campaigns
of hatred unleashed by these ringleaders.

It is no coincidence that the political right, which peddles fear
of Islam and migrants also peddles the interests of big business.
People who are divided and suspicious of one another will not be
able to unite to defend their interests in the workplace or their
communities from sustained attack through the erosion of public
services or environmental degradation. These campaigns of distrac-
tion have been very successful. In Australia there is a poisonous vein
of anti-Muslim, anti-migrant sentiment that is growing. The internet
is facilitating its spread.

The task for the left and progressive movement is clear. The mes-
sage of inclusion and solidarity must be put in response to the hate
mongers at every opportunity. It must be put firmly but patiently
because a lot of otherwise well-meaning people have got caught
up in the maelstrom of misinformation and distortions. A battle of
opposing hotheads will not achieve the vital outcome of a reduction
of tensions in the community.

If the battle of ideas between those who advocate peace, tolerance
and solidarity and those who foster division, intolerance and extreme
self-interest is lost to the latter forces, the future will be bleak. The
country can look forward to more incidents like the Cronulla riots
of 2005 and the emergence of our own Timothy McVeighs or Anders
Behring Breiviks. That development would be accompanied by an
overall rightward drift with more hardship imposed on working
people, more dispossession of Aboriginal Australians, more theft
of the community’s public assets. In the end, the alternative vision
of a vibrant multicultural society enjoying its collective prosperity
sustainably and at peace is far more attractive. Ultimately, it will
be embraced.

PRESS FUND
How satisfying it was to hear Malcolm Turnbull bluntly contradict
the views of Liberal leader Tony Abbott, pointing out that
Australia’s per capita carbon emissions are now the highest in the
world, far higher than those of China or India. Turnbull represents
the interests of a section of capital that’s acutely concerned about
climate change and doesn’t have a vested interest in preserving
the economic dominance of the fossil fuel industries. We need your
help to continue covering this very intriguing story, by way of
contributions to the Press Fund, so please send us something for
the next issue. Meanwhile we offer our sincere thanks to this week’s
contributors, for their very generous support, as follows:

Max Hunt, in memory of Harry Black, $250
Mrs Jessie Kiek, in memory of Laurie Kiek, $200

Also: Anton $5, GMH $46, J H $77, Paul Noack $20,
“Round Figure” $12, Michael Smith $20, Mark Window $10

This week’s total: $640 Progressive total: $9,670

ACFS celebrates the
Santiago de Cuba Carnival

The celebration of the 58th anni-
versary of the 26th July assault on
the Moncada and Carlos Manuel
de Cespedes Barracks in Santiago
de Cuba in 1953 attracted over
200 people last Saturday 23 July
in Fremantle, Western Australia.

Organised by the local branch
of ACFS a Cuban party with local
band Latin Fusion and dance instruc-
tor Liliana Sputore kept partygoers
dancing the night away for Cuba
and the Cuban national revelry day.
The Santiago de Cuba Carnival
has developed into an annual event
sponsored by Multicultural Arts of
WA, KULCHA in the port city of
Fremantle.

City of Fremantle councillor
Sam Wainwright was the master of
ceremonies for the evening; he wel-
comed those present after paying his
respects to the traditional custodians
of the land past and present.

Kulcha’s Vice President, Jon
Strachan welcomed everyone to

the venue on behalf of the host
organisation. ACFS branch secretary,
Elizabeth Hulm addressed the ACFS
members, friends and supporters on
the historical and present importance
of the celebration. She spoke on the
beginning of the Cuban friendship
society in Perth, active since its for-
mation in April 1994.

Elizabeth also told those present
about the ACFS 2011 solidar-
ity health project that aims to raise
enough funds for the Oncology unit
at the provincial hospital in Las
Tunas, Cuba. She also informed
guests of the annual Southern Cross
Brigade to Cuba and encouraged
everyone to try and find a way of
joining one of these brigades as a rich
and rewarding way to experience the
Cuban Revolution.

Vinnie Molina, ACFS branch
president addressed the crowd on
the plight of the Cuban Five heroes
unjustly held in five different US pris-
ons. Their only crime was to protect

their homeland from terrorist attacks
planned and financed on US soil. He
also took the opportunity to stress to
the crowd the necessity of lifting the
immoral and inhumane US blockade
on Cuba that affects the people of
Cuba, an act of war that has been
rejected year after year by the UN
general assembly.

Vinnie thanked supporters for
their solidarity and called on the
people to continue their struggle to
free the Cuban Five and to continue
the worldwide demand to lift the US
blockade on Cuba. Vinnie told the
crowd that the UN General Assembly
year after year has voted against the
blockade on Cuba with just the United
States and Israel voting in favour. The
night continued with the rhythms of
Cuban music until time came to draw
the raffle with the special prize of
an authentic photograph by Cuban
photographer Brayan Collazo. The
winner of this great prize was Len
Howle from Western Australia. &
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There is no point looking for
honest, objective coverage of the
news, or a fair presentation of the
Greens’, let alone the Communist
Party of Australia’s policies.

Political domination
Murdoch is an un-elected
and very powerful politician and
ideologue, with highly developed
anti-worker, anti-union policies
that serve the interests of his media
monopoly and other profit-making
investments.
It is no coincidence that aspir-
ing and elected prime ministers

visit him in the US and are in
regular contact with Murdoch and
his senior executives. Gillard was
a guest in the US at a private lunch
for his 80th birthday earlier this
year. He is also in touch with Tony
Abbott.

The present situation forced
the political parties in Britain to
publicly unite against the hackings.
Gillard now has little to lose by
speaking critically of the man.

It remains to be seen just how
far the various investigations in the
US, Britain and Australia are pre-
pared to go, how confident poten-
tial witnesses feel about coming

Brisbane

forward and to what extent govern-
ments are prepared to take action.

The media (not just Murdoch’s)
have not been slow in warning gov-
ernments not to go down the regu-
latory path. They will fight to retain
their “self-regulatory” status and as
few controls on cross-media owner-
ship as possible. The most immedi-
ate battle in Australia is to prevent
Murdoch from winning the tender
to take over the ABC’s international
TV broadcasting. (See last week’s
Guardian.) @

HIROSHIMA DAY RALLY and MARCH

Saturday 6th August — Reddacliffe Place (opposite Treasury Casino)

1pm Rally 2.15pm Peace March

Speakers ® Songs  Poetry ® Stalls

FUKUSHIMA - The Nuclear Incident what can we / must we learn from it.
“The Fukushima disaster reinforces some of the perils of nuclear power. The magnitude of

the damage has been covered up and public health jeopardised for the sake of the industry”
(Dr Sue Wareham OAM Medical Association for the Prevention of War)

COME ALONG AND JOIN US - HELP TO REINFORCE THE MESSAGE
NUCLEAR HAS TO GO - THE COST IS TOO HIGH — THE THREAT TOO REAL

Contact Joan ph 07 3855 9497 jshears28@yahoo.com.au
Rally for Peace and Nuclear Disarmament Inc
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The Malaysia nightmare
for asylum seekers

Peter Mac

Under the Gillard government’s
new deal with the Malaysian gov-
ernment, the next 800 asylum seek-
ers who attempt to reach Australia
by boat will be forcibly transported
to Malaysia and detained there at
the end of the “queue” of 95,000
refugees waiting to get to third
countries. Getting to the front of
the queue could take them as long
as 20 years. That, in effect, is their
punishment for trying to get here
in leaky boats.

In exchange, each year for the
next four years Malaysia will send
to Australia 1,000 asylum seekers
whose refugee status has already
been established. The United Nations
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)
has approved the deal, but has
expressed concern about the fate of
the 800 new arrivals. Malaysia is not
a signatory to the UN Convention on
Refugees, and the Commission will
not be a signatory to the deal.

Australia has contributed $292
million to cover UNHCR costs for
the healthcare, education and resettle-
ment of the 800 detainees. They will
be provided with documents stating
they’re not “illegal” migrants, but
that’s no guarantee their rights will
be respected.

Being found without identity
documents in Malaysia results in
a charge of illegal immigration, a
criminal offence there. In the past
Malaysian police have been accused
of confiscating identity documents of
persons apprehended, charging them
with illegal immigration, and then
forcibly detaining them in detention
centres.

The outlook for any of the 800
who experience this treatment would
be grim indeed. They would have
no legal right to work or access to
government schools and healthcare,
and conditions in existing Malaysian
detention centres are appalling.

False assumptions

The Gillard government’s
Malaysian deal assumes that getting
approval from the UNHCR and the
Malaysian government is the only
hurdle to its implementation.

The Refugee Action Coalition
(RAC) has taken action in the
High court on behalf of a Hazara

Afghan man currently being held
on Christmas Island. The RAC is
challenging the lawfulness of the
government’s policy of sending asy-
lum seekers from Christmas Island to
detention in third countries.

The RAC claims that under the
Malaysian deal “... families sent back
to Malaysia will have the fathers sepa-
rated from the mothers and children.
And this from a government that says
it is committed to getting children and
families out of detention.”

Another court case involves a
woman and her four-year-old child
who are detained on Christmas
Island, while her husband has had his
refugee status accepted and is now
living and working in Australia. The
UN Refugee Convention, to which
Australia is a signatory, states that
refugee families must not be sepa-
rated. A court finding that the family
in question must be reunited under the
Convention would create a precedent
for exceptions to the off-shore deten-
tion policy.

An even more glaring false
assumption is that the figure of 800
transportees will never be reached
because the number of new arrivals
in Australian waters will dwindle
and finally cease as a result of asy-
lum seeker fears about being sent to
Malaysia, and that the government
will finally be able to claim that it
has “turned back the boats”.

This is nonsense. People who
are desperate will still seek to gain
refuge in Australia across the sea. If
anything, the Malaysian arrangement
is likely to result in asylum seekers
taking even greater risks than at pres-
ent, by trying to reach the mainland
rather than Christmas Island or any
of the other islands which have been
excised from immigration law.

They’ll certainly be tempted to do
5o because if they’re successful they’ll
be detained on the mainland and will
be entitled to legal representation in
appeals against negative government
decisions on refugee status.

Protests continue
against unjust policies
Last week riots erupted again
on Christmas Island, as a number of
inmates protested against their deten-

tion, which in some cases has lasted
for seven months. Once again the

protest was crushed by police using
tear gas and bean bag bullets.

Predictably, Immigration Minister
Chris Bowen responded with threats,
refusing to take responsibility for
delays in the processing of applica-
tions for asylum. “People undertaking
this sort of activity are achieving noth-
ing except potentially their release
from detention and transfer into a
prison”, he thundered.

Last Thursday 60 Hazara Afghan
detainees began a hunger strike
against their prolonged detention in
the extremely isolated Scherger deten-
tion centre, near Weipa in Queensland.
The number of hunger strikers has
now grown to 100.

lan Rintoul from the RAC has
claimed that the long detention of
these people has resulted from govern-
ment policies of deliberate discrimina-
tion. He commented:

“They are victims of the 2010
visa freeze and of discriminatory
off-shore processing that has seen
the acceptance rates for Hazara
asylum applications fall dramati-
cally from around 98 percent to just

Pete’s Corner
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57 percent in the three months to
March this year.

“When the visa freeze was
announced in April 2010, the gov-
ernment said it expected that more
Afghan asylum seekers would be
rejected. And that’s exactly what
happened. Those rejection rates are
based on straight out government
interference and so-called ‘indepen-
dent reviewers’ doing the govern-
ment’s bidding.

“Earlier this year in Curtin
detention centre one reviewer had
rejected 13 of 14 Hazara cases he had
responsibility for. These figures can’t
be explained except by bias. There is
a solid case for an open review into
the decision-making process that is
rejecting so many Afghans, when ...

the conditions of Hazaras are deterio-
rating in Afghanistan and Pakistan.”

Meanwhile, the government
continues to subject asylum seekers,
who comprise less than one percent of
all immigrants, to mandatory deten-
tion and off-shore processing. The
Malaysian arrangement, signed last
Monday, is the latest manifestation
of these cruel, discriminatory policies.

Malaysia has refused entry to
560 Christmas Island detainees who
arrived there after the Malaysian deal
was announced but before it was
signed, so they will be processed on
the mainland. If, as the government
says, this is appropriate for them, it
is appropriate for all asylum seekers.
It is time to stop off-shore processing
altogether &

Guatemalan Tour 2011

Tour Dates

URNG Representative Ovidio Orellana

Sydney
Perth
Adelaide
Melbourne

11-16 August

16-19 August
19-23 August
24-29 August

URNG/Maiz is facing its greatest challenge in the upcoming general
elections since the end of 36 years of civil war. Forming a broad front
(Frente Amplio) of Left forces Guatemala follows the path of other
successful movements in Latin America for a Peoples Unity Government.

To find out about activities in your state contact:
E:president@cpa.org.au or phone 02 9699 8844
Live Music by Ovidio & Friends in all local functions
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Alarming growth
IN sham contracting

The rate of sham contracting in the construc-
tion industry is growing at an alarming rate.

The rise means more unscrupulous employ-
ers avoiding more tax and more workers being
denied superannuation, acceptable wages and
conditions and support if they are injured at
work.

Sham contracting occurs when a company
forces workers to work as sub-contractors,
rather than hiring them lawfully as employees.
These contractors are employees in everything
but name — the employer controls their work
and supplies materials.

As well as evading tax, unscrupulous
employers avoid providing workers’ rights
and entitlements like sick leave and holiday
leave, overtime and penalty rates and, in many
cases, superannuation payments and workers’
compensation insurance.

CFMEU Construction Division national
secretary Dave Noonan said the CFMEU
had obtained unpublished data from the ABS
Forms of Employment Survey (conducted in
November 2010.

The ABS data shows between November

2009 and November 2010, the total number
of persons working as independent contractors
in the Australian construction industry grew
from 336,000 to 341,000, an increase of 5,000
or 1.5 percent.

But the biggest concern is the 25 percent
growth in the number of labourers working
as “independent contractors” in construction
between 2009 and 2010. This is despite the
Auwustralian Tax Office’s March 2009 declaration
that for tax purposes labourers are by definition
employees, not independent contractors.

The unpublished ABS data show that:

In November 2010, there were 61,400
labourers who reported working as independ-
ent contractors in the Australian construction
industry — a very large increase of 12,400 or
25 percent since November 2009.

This means that more than one-third (36
percent) of all labourers in the Australian
construction industry are now working as
“independent contractors”.

By contrast, the number of persons working
as independent contractors in all other occupa-
tions (ie non-labouring jobs) in construction

actually fell by 5,000 or 3 percent in the 12
months to November 2010.

“If the regulators were doing their job, the
number of labourers working as independent
contractors would be going down, not grow-
ing by a massive 25 percent in 12 months,”
Mr Noonan said.

“These statistics are concrete proof of what
CFMEU members tell us is happening on sites
across Australia — that labourers are being forced
to declare themselves to be sham contractors, so
construction companies can dodge tax.

“The ATO’s ruling on this in March 2009
is crystal clear. A labourer cannot be an inde-
pendent contractor. The fact we have seen a
growth in labourers on independent contracts
shows the current system of enforcement is a
dismal failure.

“The effect of this large growth in labourers
in sham contracting arrangements is to make it
even harder for employers who want to do the
right thing,” Mr Noonan added.

Based on the estimating method set out in
the CFMEU’s 2011 report into sham contract-
ing “Race to the Bottom”, the total number of

persons working in sham contracting arrange-
ments in construction in November 2010 is
now estimated to be in the range of 97,000 to
164,000 workers.

This represents between 29 percent and 48
percent of all independent contractors work-
ing in construction (up from 26-46 percent
as estimated in the 2011 CFMEU report)
and 9-16 percent of all persons working in
construction.

“This finding is further evidence that current
policies to prevent the growth of sham contract-
ing and tax avoidance are clearly failing and
need reform,” Mr Noonan said.

“The CFMEU supports legitimate con-
tractors, and we have plenty of them in our
membership ... We also acknowledge the
package of recent Budget measures as evi-
dence the federal government has identified
the problem, and made a good start, These
ABS figures underline the importance of
that package, the need for further reforms
and stronger enforcement in tackling sham
contracting.” @

Curry with Comrades

hall heard legendary Green Bans pioneer and

P

West Adelaide Branch of the Communist Party held
its fourth annual Curry with Comrades at the Royal
Park Doghouse Club on Saturday Night. A packed

environmental activist Jack Mundey speak about his
experience in the Communist movement and his desire
for unity among the forces struggling for socialism.

He stressed that only socialism could save the planet
from catastrophe and that the socialism of the future
must have a central concern for the environment. He
praised the comrades in Adelaide for working in @
broad and united way with other elements of the left.

Jack has been addressing numerous gatherings lately
as Australia commemorates the 40th anniversary of

entitled “The Green New Deal”.

Infernationale at the close of the function.

the application of the first Green Bans by the NSW
Branch of the Builders Labourers Federation that
preserved so much of the cultural heritage of Sydney
and elsewhere. Over the weekend In Adelaide he
also participated in an event organised by SA Greens

The Curry Night was also addressed by Cuban Consul
General Reinaldo Garcia who proposed a toast to
Cuba as it prepares to celebrate one of its national
days on July 26 - the anniversary of the unsuccessful
assault on the Moncada Barracks in 1953 that
sparked a revolutionary upsurge that triumphed in
1959. Rex Munn led another rousing rendition of the

IKEA - cheap furniture, cheaper labour

“Swedwood” factory in Danville, Virginia, activists from Left Unity, a broad
alliance of socialist and progressive groups and individuals, held an action

at IKEA in Adelaide on Saturday July 23. The Danville workers have been
facing mandatory overtime, racial discrimination, pay cuts, dangerous working
condifions and pro-union workers have been fired.

The Building and Wood Workers Infernational union declared July 18-25 “Vote
for IKEA/Swedwood Union” week, and asked supporters to take photos in
front of IKEA stores holding a sign entitled “I Vote for IKEA/Swedwood Union”.
The union asked that people involved in the actions send through an image
that could be placed on their website and also sent directly to the workers in
Danville to show there is international support for their struggle.

“* Power of Community

The Australia Cuba Friendship Society WA Presents a unique

opportunity to see the film, hear about the Southern Cross Work Study

Brigades to Cuba and talk to people who've been there and witnessed
this unique experiment in Urban Agriculture and Sustainable living.

City West Lotteries House

2 Delhi St, WEST PERTH, WA, 6005

FREE
ENTRY

Phone: 0419 812 872 or 9247 2731

Shameful company robs print
workers of entitlements

Sunday 21 Aug, 2 to 5 pm

Contacts: acfsperth@gmail.com

Last week’s closure of Australia’s
largest envelope manufacturer has
sparked calls from the AMWU
(Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union) for a shake-up
of corporate laws. Earlier this
month, 300 workers at Australian
Envelopes were instructed to
leave work after learning their
company had entered administra-
tion, millions of dollars in debt.
By the following week all but 11
workers were made redundant by
administrators PPB.

AMWU national secretary Dave
Oliver said the chain of events had
come as a shock to workers who were
told months earlier that the company
was performing well.

“They had been doing overtime
for months in order to keep up with
demand so there was no reason to
question the viability of the company.
But management and the CEO simply
didn’t have the guts to talk to them
about the financial situation.”

The company, which employed
workers in every major Australian
capital city, had up to 45 percent of
the market share with clients from
the ATO to Commonwealth Bank
and Centrelink.

It has also been revealed the
company had dipped into the workers’
entitlements, using it as an interest-
free loan.

Mr Oliver said unfortunately the
misuse of workers’ entitlements was

not an isolated case. “These actions
are not illegal under our current cor-
porate system but it is something we
will be campaigning to see changed.

“When somebody takes some-
thing from you without asking, and
doesn’t give it back, there’s a word
for that. Well that’s exactly what
management at Australian Envelopes
did to these 300 workers.”

Workers will now have to rely
on the federal government scheme
known as GEERS to receive their
entitlements, estimated at $12 million
and they could take up to six months
to process. &
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Gillard should follow

New York and ditch

bonus scheme

New York has ditched its contro-
versial teacher bonus program
citing research showing the scheme
had no positive effect on learning
outcomes or teachers’ attitudes
towards their jobs.

The New York Times reported on
Sunday July 17 that a study conducted
by public policy research institution
the RAND Corporation revealed that
“the bonus program had no effect on
students’ test scores, on grades on
the city’s controversial A to F school
report cards, or on the way teachers
did their jobs.”

The New York bonus scheme
is part of a push by authorities
throughout the US to tie teacher pay
to “performance”. There has been
massive opposition to this regressive
policy shift from teacher unions and
academics who have been critical of
such schemes from the outset.

“Public opinion is on the side
of teacher unions with 80 percent
of respondents to a Daily News
online poll rejecting the notion that
more money can buy better learning
outcomes’.”

Not surprisingly, teachers
interviewed during the study said
“improving as teachers and seeing
their students learn were bigger moti-
vators than a bonus.” Dr Julie Marsh,
the study’s lead researcher said that
“a lot of the principals and teachers
saw the bonuses as a recognition and
reward, as icing on the cake. But it’s
not necessarily something that moti-
vated them to change.”

New York teachers have been

subjected to a raft of ill-advised
education policies in recent years and
there’s no sign that won’t continue
with Education Department spokes-
woman Barbara Morgan telling the
New York Times that the results of
the study “provides us with important
information as we continue to think
about compensation models that dif-
ferentiate among the performance of
our teachers.”

According to the New York Daily
News, the Education Department says
the program failed because bonuses
were given to schools as a whole rath-
er than individuals. Such a statement
should ring alarm bells for unions
who will no doubt be campaigning
against Teacher Bonus Scheme Mark
Il when that is inevitably rolled out
in the near future.

However, it seems public opinion
is on the side of teacher unions with
80 percent of respondents to a Daily
News online poll rejecting the notion
that more money can buy better learn-
ing outcomes:

When will Australia learn from
US mistakes?

Since Julia Gillard’s election there
has been an almost fanatical duplica-
tion of failed US education policy by
the ALP. The recent introduction of a
New York-style teacher bonus scheme
is yet another example of the Prime
Minister’s eagerness to take advice
from the likes of Joel Klein and others
with spurious education credentials
while ignoring the warnings of home-
grown experts.

Julia Gillard’s proposed bonus

scheme announced in May has been
heavily criticised with AEU Federal
President Angelo Gavrielatos labelling
the scheme “misguided”.

“What’s needed is a compre-
hensive approach to attracting and
retaining teachers.”

“Paying a small number of
teachers one-off bonuses is counter-
productive and divisive. It is not a
long-term solution to the problems
we have,” he said.

“There are clearly some within
the government’s ranks who share a
fascination with a corporate approach
to education that has been experi-
mented in the United States.”

According to Gavrielatos, what’s
needed is a comprehensive approach
to attracting and retaining teachers —
one of the Gillard government’s stated
aims of implementing such a scheme.

“We should further recognise and
reward our experienced teachers who
demonstrate high quality teaching
knowledge, skills and practice. Our
biggest problem is that teachers cur-
rently reach the top of the pay scale
within nine to ten years and then have
to leave the classroom if they want to
earn a higher salary,” he added.

As in the United States, there
is little support from teachers for a
bonus scheme here in Australia. The
question is: Will Julia Gillard do what
she seems to do best and follow the
US in ditching her teacher bonus
scheme? Only time will tell.
Australian Education Union, SA
Branch &

Governments must get serious
about deaths in custody

The death of the Warburton Elder
in WA to any reasonably minded
Australian was manslaughter. The
reduced fine of $285,000 is an insult
to the family and to all Australians.

The Warburton Elder was
arrested in January 2008 on traf-
fic offences and instead of being
advised of ways forward and of his
obligations or being bailed he was,
on a 43 degree Celcius day, placed
in the metal back of a prisoner
transport vehicle and driven from
Laverton to Kalgoorlie. Any rea-
sonably minded person would know
that the compartment, without air
conditioning, would exceed out-
side temperatures. Any reasonably
minded person would know that the
Warburton Elder would be dead on
arrival.

WorkSafe laid charges, with
only the possibility of financial
penalties.

The WA government, and the
federal government, have not heed-
ed many reports about prison health
and of police and prison practices
and they have not heeded the rec-
ommendations of many reports on
how to reduce incarceration rates.

The Kalgoorlie Court
Magistrate must explain why only
$285,000 was considered adequate
as a financial penalty when the

Magistrate had at hand a higher
financial penalty — this symbolism
does matter. It matters to send the
“right message”.

The death was not just negli-
gence, it was manslaughter and the
state government, the Department
of Corrective Services, the com-
pany G4S and its drivers are cul-
pable. They should have been tried
in criminal and civil courts — the
reduction of this unwarranted death
to the jurisdiction of WorkSafe
alone is an utter disgrace and cop-
out, a whitewash.

Australia has one of the world’s
worst deaths in custody records and
nothing will change unless govern-
ments, authorities, police and pris-
ons, like the rest of Australia, are
held responsible for their actions.
The death of the Warburton Elder
was avoidable and Ministers have
said this, the State Attorney-General
has said this and therefore if his
death was avoidable the responsible
people and authorities must be
brought to account.

Only when governments,
authorities, and officials, be they
police and prison officers, are held
responsible and culpable, and to the
extent that they face the prospect
of prison sentences and personal
liability, only then will practices,

protocols, policies change to such
an extent as to remove us from

the negative and dangerous con-
sequences of high end risk of the
maltreatment and abuse of people.
Only then will deaths in custody be
reduced. The responsibility has to
become personal!

Since 1980 there have been
over 2,500 Australian deaths in
custody, and Aboriginal deaths in
custody during this last decade have
risen to 20.2 percent of all deaths in
custody. No death in custody, police
or prison custodial-related, has
secured a successful prosecution
—and only a handful have been pre-
sented before the criminal justice
system. This explains why Australia
has one of the world’s worst deaths
in custody records and this fact
also contributes to why so many
Aboriginal people are incarcerated.

The Warburton Elder’s death
is one of seven Australian deaths
in custody extensively included
in the PhD Law research of Gerry
Georgatos, convenor of the Human
Rights Alliance. The Warburton
Elder’s death along with six
other deaths will be submitted
to the United Nations under the
Convention on Torture and to the
UN Committee for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination. &

The Australian Institute of Criminology commended the
Addressing Family Violence Program hosted by the Royal
Children’s Hospital as highly successful in dealing with the
problems of domestic violence and child abuse. However,
this and similar programs are closing down as their sourc-
es of philanthropic funding run out. There is a desperate
shortage of early intervention programs across Victoria with
many of the state-run Child FIRST services closing down their
waiting lists. These services provide support and advice to
families in trouble before child protection gets involved. An
employment program for women fleeing domestic violence is
also set to close down later in the year. Charitable donations
may be a welcome handout but they cannot be relied on. It is
the responsibility of the state to provide the necessary services.

Gina Rinehart is the richest woman in Australia and some say
in the world. She is also known for her campaign against the
super profits tax which had been proposed by the Rudd gov-
ernment. Now she is vigorously supporting and paying for
Christopher Monckton to deliver lectures in a number of cit-
ies. Christopher Monckton is a climate change denier and it is
understandable why he was invited by Rinehart. He not so long
ago attacked Labor’s climate change advisor, Professor Ross
Garnaut, calling him a Nazi which caused quite an uproar. A
letter signed by academics and PhD students called on Notre
Dame University in WA to cancel his lecture because the uni-
versity “has a responsibility to avoid promoting discredited
views on an issue of public risk”. The University ignored them.

Foreign ownership of Australia finally got public attention. It is
not a new issue but the scale of acquisitions astonished many
people. That and the fact that Australian governments have nev-
er bothered to keep an eye on exact figures. In case of natural
resources it is directly connected to the profits that flow out of
the country and in relation to agricultural land there is uneasi-
ness about the security of food production and supply. Australian
farmers have endured years of drought and many are tempted
to get out of farming when offered high prices for their farms.
The mining industry is also posing a serious threat to Australia’s
food baskets, with their heavy demand for water, pollution and
take-over of agricultural land. And once again proper governance
is missing — while major parties are hurling abuse at each oth-
er at every opportunity the real problems are not being solved.

The fourth anniversary of the controversial Northern Territory
Emergency Response — the NT Intervention — was marked
with a federal plan for more consultations as well as demands
for its immediate end. Ordered by the Howard government,
the Intervention was continued by Labor. Opponents of the
Intervention have put out an 11-point list of demands outlining
an alternative to it. Among them are the abolition of compulso-
ry income management and blanket alcohol bans, getting rid of
government business managers, increased government invest-
ment in all communities and an end to land lease requirements.
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Imperialism 101 (Part 2)
Artiticially converted fo poverty

Michael Parenti

What is called “underdevelop-
ment” is a set of social relations
that has been forcefully imposed
on countries. With the advent of
the Western colonisers, the peoples
of the Third World were actu-
ally set back in their development
sometimes for centuries. British
imperialism in India provides an
instructive example. In 1810, India
was exporting more textiles to
England than England was export-
ing to India. By 1830, the trade
flow was reversed. The British had
put up prohibitive tariff barriers to
shut out Indian finished goods and
were dumping their commodities in
India, a practice backed by British
gunboats and military force.

Within a matter of years, the great
textile centres of Dacca and Madras
were turned into ghost towns. The
Indians were sent back to the land to
raise the cotton used in British textile
factories. In effect, India was reduced
to being a cow milked by British
financiers. By 1850, India’s debt had
grown to 53 million pounds. From
1850 to 1900, its per capita income
dropped by almost two-thirds. The
value of the raw materials and com-
modities the Indians were obliged
to send to Britain during most of
the 19th century amounted yearly
to more than the total income of the
60 million Indian agricultural and
industrial workers.

The massive poverty we associ-
ate with India was not that country’s
original historical condition. British
imperialism did two things: first, it
ended India’s development, then it
forcibly underdeveloped that country.

Similar bleeding processes
occurred throughout the Third World.
The enormous wealth extracted should
remind us that there originally were
few really poor nations. Countries
like Brazil, Indonesia, Chile, Bolivia,
Zaire, Mexico, Malaysia, and the
Philippines were and sometimes still
are rich in resources. Some lands have
been so thoroughly plundered as to
be desolate in all respects. However,
most of the Third World is not
“underdeveloped” but overexploited.
Western colonisation and investments
have created a lower rather than a
higher living standard.

Referring to what the English
colonisers did to the Irish, Frederick
Engels wrote in 1856: “How often
have the Irish started out to achieve
something, and every time they have
been crushed politically and industri-
ally. By consistent oppression they
have been artificially converted into
an utterly impoverished nation.” So
with most of the Third World. The
Mayan Indians in Guatemala had a

more nutritious and varied diet and
better conditions of health in the early
16th century before the Europeans
arrived than they have today. They
had more craftspeople, architects,
artisans, and horticulturists than today.
What is called underdevelopment is
not an original historical condition
but a product of imperialism’s super-
exploitation. Underdevelopment is
itself a development.

Imperialism has created what |
have termed “maldevelopment”; mod-
ern office buildings and luxury hotels
in the capital city instead of housing
for the poor, cosmetic surgery clinics
for the affluent instead of hospitals
for workers, cash export crops for
agribusiness instead of food for local
markets, highways that go from the
mines and latifundios to the refineries
and ports instead of roads in the back
country for those who might hope to
see a doctor or a teacher.

Wealth is transferred from Third
World peoples to the economic elites
of Europe and North America (and
more recently Japan) by direct plun-
der, by the expropriation of natural
resources, the imposition of ruinous
taxes and land rents, the payment of
poverty wages, and the forced impor-
tation of finished goods at highly
inflated prices.

The colonised country is denied
the freedom of trade and the oppor-
tunity to develop its own natural
resources, markets, and industrial
capacity. Self-sustenance and self-
employment gives way to wage
labour. From 1970 to 1980, the
number of wage workers in the Third
World grew from 72 million to 120
million, and the rate is accelerating.

Hundreds of millions of Third
World peoples now live in destitu-
tion in remote villages and congested
urban slums, suffering hunger, dis-
ease, and illiteracy, often because the
land they once tilled is now controlled
by agribusiness firms who use it for
mining or for commercial export crops
such as coffee, sugar, and beef, instead
of growing beans, rice, and corn for
home consumption.

A study of 20 of the poorest coun-
tries, compiled from official statistics,
found that the number of people living
in what is called “absolute poverty”
or rockbottom destitution, the poorest
of the poor, is rising 70,000 a day and
should reach 1.5 billion by the year
2000 (San Francisco Examiner, June
8, 1994).

Imperialism forces millions of
children around the world to live
nightmarish lives, their mental and
physical health severely damaged by
endless exploitation. A documentary
film on the Discovery Channel (April
24, 1994) reported that in coun-
tries like Russia, Thailand, and the

Philippines, large numbers of minors
are sold into prostitution to help their
desperate families survive. In coun-
tries like Mexico, India, Colombia,
and Egypt, children are dragooned
into health-shattering, dawn-to-dusk
labour on farms and in factories and
mines for pennies an hour, with no
opportunity for play, schooling, or
medical care.

In India, 55 million children are
pressed into the work force. Tens of
thousands labour in glass factories in
temperatures as high as 100 degrees.
In one plant, four-year-olds toil from
5 o’clock in the morning until the
dead of night, inhaling fumes and
contracting emphysema, tuberculosis,
and other respiratory diseases. In the
Philippines and Malaysia corporations
have lobbied to drop age restrictions
for labour recruitment. The pursuit
of profit becomes a pursuit of evil.

Development theory

When we say a country is “under-
developed,” we are implying that it
is backward and retarded in some
way, that its people have shown little
capacity to achieve and evolve. The
negative connotations of “underdevel-
oped” has caused the United Nations,
the Wall Street Journal, and parties of
various political persuasion to refer to
Third World countries as “develop-
ing” nations, a term somewhat less
insulting than “underdeveloped” but
equally misleading.

| prefer to use “Third World”
because “developing” seems to be
just a euphemistic way of saying
“underdeveloped but belatedly start-
ing to do something about it.” It still
implies that poverty was an original
historic condition and not something
imposed by the imperialists. It also
falsely suggests that these countries
are developing when actually their
economic conditions are usually
worsening.

The dominant theory of the last
half century, enunciated repeatedly by
writers like Barbara Ward and WW
Rostow and afforded wide currency
in the United States and other parts of
the Western world, maintains that it
is up to the rich nations of the North
to help uplift the “backward” nations
of the South, bringing them technol-
ogy and teaching them proper work
habits. This is an updated version of
“the White man’s burden,” a favourite
imperialist fantasy.

According to the development
scenario, with the introduction of
Western investments, the backward
economic sectors of the poor nations
will release their workers, who then
will find more productive employment
in the modern sector at higher wages.
As capital accumulates, business will
reinvest its profits, thus creating still

more products, jobs, buying power,
and markets. Eventually a more
prosperous economy evolves.

This “development theory” or
“modernisation theory,” as it is some-
times called, bears little relation to
reality. What has emerged in the Third
World is an intensely exploitive form
of dependent capitalism. Economic
conditions have worsened drasti-
cally with the growth of transnational
corporate investment. The problem
is not poor lands or unproductive
populations but foreign exploitation
and class inequality. Investors go into
a country not to uplift it but to enrich
themselves.

People in these countries do not
need to be taught how to farm. They
need the land and the implements to
farm. They do not need to be taught
how to fish. They need the boats and
the nets and access to shore frontage,
bays, and oceans. They need industrial
plants to cease dumping toxic effu-
sions into the waters. They do not
need to be convinced that they should
use hygienic standards.

They do not need a Peace Corps
\Volunteer to tell them to boil their
water, especially when they cannot
afford fuel or have no access to fire-
wood. They need the conditions that
will allow them to have clean drinking
water and clean clothes and homes.
They do not need advice about bal-
anced diets from North Americans.
They usually know what foods best
serve their nutritional requirements.
They need to be given back their land
and labour so that they might work
for themselves and grow food for their
own consumption.

The legacy of imperial domina-
tion is not only misery and strife, but
an economic structure dominated by
a network of international corpora-
tions which themselves are beholden
to parent companies based in North
America, Europe and Japan. If there
is any harmonisation or integration,
it occurs among the global investor
classes, not among the indigenous
economies of these countries. Third
World economies remain fragmented
and unintegrated both between each
other and within themselves, both in
the flow of capital and goods and in
technology and organisation. In sum,
what we have is a world economy
that has little to do with the economic
needs of the world’s people.

Neo-imperialism:
Skimming the cream

Sometimes imperial domination
is explained as arising from an innate
desire for domination and expansion,
a “territorial imperative.” In fact, ter-
ritorial imperialism is no longer the
prevailing mode. Compared to the

What is called underdevelopment is not

an original historical condition but a
product of imperialism’s super-exploitation.
Underdevelopment is itself a development.
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A child mqking bricks in Mewat, India. Children
working grueling 12 to 16-hour days at the exp

19th and early 20th centuries, when
the European powers carved up the
world among themselves, today there
is almost no colonial dominion left.

Colonel Blimp is dead and buried,
replaced by men in business suits.
Rather than being directly colonised
by the imperial power, the weaker
countries have been granted the trap-
pings of sovereignty — while Western
finance capital retains control of the
lion’s share of their profitable resourc-
es. This relationship has gone under
various names: “informal empire,”
“colonialism without colonies,” “neo-
colonialism,” and “neo-imperialism.”

US political and business leaders
were among the earliest practitioners
of this new kind of empire, most nota-
bly in Cuba at the beginning of the
20th century. Having forcibly wrested
the island from Spain in the war of
1898, they eventually gave Cuba its
formal independence. The Cubans
now had their own government, con-
stitution, flag, currency, and security
force. But major foreign policy deci-
sions remained in US hands as did the
island’s wealth, including its sugar,
tobacco, and tourist industries, and
major imports and exports.

Historically US capitalist interests
have been less interested in acquiring
more colonies than in acquiring more
wealth, preferring to make off with
the treasure of other nations without
bothering to own and administer the
nations themselves. Under neo-impe-
rialism, the flag stays home, while the
dollar goes everywhere — frequently
assisted by the sword.

After World War 11, European
powers like Britain and France
adopted a strategy of neo-imperialism.
Left financially depleted by years of
warfare, and facing intensified popu-
lar resistance from within the Third
World itself, they reluctantly decided
that indirect economic hegemony
was less costly and politically more
expedient than outright colonial rule.
They discovered that the removal of a
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as young as four are
nse of attending school.

conspicuously intrusive colonial rule
made it more difficult for national-
ist elements within the previously
colonised countries to mobilise anti-
imperialist sentiments.

Though the newly established
government might be far from com-
pletely independent, it usually enjoyed
more legitimacy in the eyes of its
populace than a colonial administra-
tion controlled by the imperial power.
Furthermore, under neo-imperialism
the native government takes up the
costs of administering the country
while the imperialist interests are free
to concentrate on accumulating capital
— which is all they really want to do.

After years of colonialism, the
Third World country finds it extremely
difficult to extricate itself from the
unequal relationship with its former
coloniser and impossible to depart
from the global capitalist sphere.
Those countries that try to make a
break are subjected to punishing eco-
nomic and military treatment by one
or another major power, nowadays
usually the United States.

The leaders of the new nations
may voice revolutionary slogans, yet
they find themselves locked into the
global capitalist orbit, cooperating
perforce with the First World nations
for investment, trade, and aid. So we
witnessed the curious phenomenon of
leaders of newly independent Third
World nations denouncing imperial-
ism as the source of their countries’
ills, while dissidents in these countries
denounced these same leaders as col-
laborators of imperialism.

In many instances a comprador
class emerged or was installed as a
first condition for independence. A
comprador class is one that cooperates
in turning its own country into a cli-
ent state for foreign interests. A client
state is one that is open to investments
on terms that are decidedly favourable
to the foreign investors. In a client
state, corporate investors enjoy direct
subsidies and land grants, access to

raw materials and cheap labour, light
or nonexistent taxes, few effective
labour unions, no minimum wage or
child labour or occupational safety
laws, and no consumer or environ-
mental protections to speak of. The
protective laws that do exist go largely
unenforced.

In all, the Third World is some-
thing of a capitalist paradise, offering
life as it was in Europe and the United
States during the nineteenth century,
with a rate of profit vastly higher
than what might be earned today
in a country with strong economic
regulations. The comprador class is
well recompensed for its cooperation.
Its leaders enjoy opportunities to line
their pockets with the foreign aid sent
by the US government.

Stability is assured with the estab-
lishment of security forces, armed
and trained by the United States in
the latest technologies of terror and
repression. Still, neo-imperialism
carries risks. The achievement of de
jure independence eventually fosters
expectations of de facto independence.
The forms of self rule incite a desire
for the fruits of self rule. Sometimes
a national leader emerges who is a
patriot and reformer rather than a
comprador collaborator. Therefore,
the changeover from colonialism to
neocolonialism is not without risks for
the imperialists and represents a net
gain for popular forces in the world.
Chapter 1 of Against Empire by
Michael Parenti
Michael Parenti is an
internationally known award-
winning author and lecturer. He
is one of the nation’s leading
progressive political analysts.

His highly informative and
entertaining books and talks
have reached a wide range of
audiences in North America and
abroad.

michaelparenti.org @&

Germany arms
Saudi Arabia

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: Angela Merkel just
wouldn’t let the cat out of the bag.
In the first days after the arms sale
scandal began, her front seat in
the Bundestag was conspicuously
empty. When she finally did show
up she wore a sour look but said
not a word. The decision made
and any reasoning behind it were
highly secret, legally so, according
to the Constitution, and she meant
to keep it that way.

On July 4 the magazine Der
Spiegel defied this secrecy to print
part of the story, enough to see
what was up and far too much for
Angela Merkel. For this cat was no
cute little kitty but a big, strong,
very ferocious “Leopard” tank, or
rather 200 state-of-the-art 2A7+
tanks, 68 tons each, as powerful
and efficient as you can get, espe-
cially for crushing street demonstra-
tions. And they were being sold to
that great standard-bearer of the
“Arab spring” — Saudi Arabia!

It was not new for Germany to
sell weapons to countries around
the world, from Heckler-Koch
pistols to super-heavy submarines
—and tanks. In fact, it has moved
into third place in weapons export,
behind only the USA and Russia.

On paper, Germany had com-
mitted itself to sending no weapons
to countries in conflict areas — but
then gradually relaxed such restric-
tions. Yet this spring, Merkel and
her Foreign Minister Westerwelle
had waxed so beautifully eloquent
in support of democratic develop-
ments in Tunisia and Egypt (but
only after the people had ousted
their dictators), then, perhaps
almost too enthusiastically, in Libya
and Syria. But somehow similar
peoples’ movements in Yemen and
notably in Bahrain won far less
praise in the media and eloquent
speech making; perhaps they are
not seen as so important or so
rewarding. So why not sell to the
Saudi sheiks?

But there was outrage in the
Bundestag [The Lower House of
Parliament in Germany]. Even
a few brave souls from the rul-
ing coalition parties expressed
indignation and dared to use the
word “hypocrisy”. But Philipp
Missfelder, up-and-coming young
foreign policy spokesman for the
Christian Democrats, pinch hit for

the silent Merkel in vigorously
quashing any disobedience. A deal
to support Saudi Arabia was “in
Germany’s interest”, he explained
and added portentously there had
been no objections from Germany’s
close allies. “Every step that we
take in the region we take with the
condition that it promotes the secu-
rity and the right of Israel to exist.”

His explanations and justi-
fications were all unnecessary.
Decisions like this one, which
added an estimated US$2.6 billion
to Germany’s trade surplus, were
matters decided in secret by the
German Security Council, com-
posed of top cabinet ministers and
top military men.

All the same, the three opposi-
tion parties demanded and got a
special Bundestag session. Each one,
Social Democrats, Greens and The
Left, submitted its own resolution
demanding that permission for the
deal be denied. There was heated
debate. Klaus Ernst, The Left Party
co-chair, said government approval
of the deal illustrated its “real oper-
ating maxim: The deadliest tanks for
the worst oppressors”. The head of
its caucus, Gregor Gysi, passionately
denounced the deal. So did several
Social Democrats and Greens, most
forcefully the legendary Green dep-
uty Hans-Christian Stroebele from a
key Berlin borough, always outspo-
ken against German expansionism,
economic or military.

But the protests of Social
Democrats and most Greens, angry
as they sometimes sounded, were
painfully weakened by sneers from
the ruling parties, reminding them
that when they had run the govern-
ment from 1998 to 2005 they too
had approved substantial weapons
sales to the Saudis.

When it came time to vote
the ruling coalition, despite a few
“renegades”, used its majority to
beat all three protesting motions.

In the only unusual note, 12 Social
Democrats and 60 Greens not only
approved their own resolutions but
the sharper one of The Left as well.

With that taken care of, they
could all pack their bags and begin
their summer vacations, though not
before Christian Democrat special-
ist Missfelder once again made
clear:

“We cannot act as though
we can paint the world pink and
everything will be OK. We are a

A state-of-the-art 2A7+ tank.
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grown-up country and must define
our policies through strategic
interests.”

Media reports left two aspects
unmentioned. The tank manu-
facturers profiting most from the
deal, Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann and
Rheinmetall, have always been
generous in political donations.
Between 2002 and 2009 they gave
the two Christian parties 298,000
euro, the Free Democrats 79,000
euro and even the Social Democrats
249,500 euro. The figures for 2010
and 2011, not yet available, will
undoubtedly be at least as generous.

The other aspect is historical.
Rheinmetall and Kraus-Maffei
Wegmann have histories going
back to the 19th century. They both
armed Germany in World War One.
Rheinmetall was one of 29 corpora-
tions to finance Hitler’s successful
attempt to gain total power. Both
joined in destroying the Spanish
Republic and blasting the little
town of Guernica in 1937, a deed
made famous by Picasso’s paint-
ing. Their especially deadly bombs,
their handguns, artillery and tanks
killed anti-fascists and civilians
from Narvik in Norway to Monte
Cassino in Italy, from Jarama in
Spain to the farthest reaches of the
Soviet Union.

Their wealth and power were
built in no small measure by the toil
of forced labourers and prisoners
of war from all Europe; the British
army freed 5,000 survivors in one
single plant near Hamburg, where
Krauss-Maffei is again testing new
weapons.

The firms were barred from
making weapons for a while after
both world wars, but the bans soon
ended. Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann is
now the third largest manufacturer
of tanks and military vehicles in the
world.

Personnel and share-holding
proportions have changed since
then: Have the goals of Krauss-
Maffei Wegmann, Rheinmetall or
those who now own and run them
also changed?

Helmut Kohl said in 1990:
“Germany has ended an historic
phase; in future it can openly assert
its role as a world power, and
extend it.” The US$2.5 billion sale
to Saudi Arabia may be seen as a
great coup and another lucrative
and significant omen
People’s World &
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Is NATO arming
the Libyan “‘rebels™?

Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey

Reports are coming in of a vessel
carrying weapons, some fabricated
in the United States of America,
together with 500 mercenaries,
sailing through the Suez Canal
towards Libya. Certainly, western
mercenaries have been captured.
After a number of western lies have
been uncovered, we see the truth
coming out of Libya as we expose
NATO’s lies.

It is by now obvious that NATO
is desperate. The more desperate its
plight, the more questions are raised:
How many children did they kill last
night? Do the British, French and
American populations sit back while
their countries’ armed forces bomb
Libyan people daily because of oil
and act in support of terrorists? How
do the Americans feel about their
President supporting terrorists who
have connections to Al-Qaeda? Has
David Cameron made yet another
monumental misjudgement? Now
we have reports of illegal arms being
shipped through the Suez Canal.
Where is the truth?

As those of us who have ourselves
been involved in active military
service, or have reported on military
conflicts, know only too well, a
flashpoint involving live ammunition
is a source of a crescendo of infor-
mation from both sides, the epitome
of exaggeration and disinformation,
either due to high adrenalin rushes,
the desire for success or the need to
demoralise the enemy.

I am not going to get involved in
spreading rumours | cannot back up
because | have no way of confirming
the information. What | can do is to
continue to work diligently and with
humility behind the scenes reporting
the truth about Libya using my sourc-
es in the country, using the people |
know personally living in Libya.

We have already established, and
the international media in general
has started to see for itself, finally,
that there are at least two stories in
this conflict, and more and more, the
international media converges on
the position defended from day one
in this column. This position is that
Muammar Gaddafi is not hated by his
people, he is not a dictator. Colonel

Small win for
Chamorro on Guam

Indigenous Chamorro and herit-
age activists on the Pacific island
of Guam have won a small legal
victory against the US military.

In November 2010, community
group We are Guahan, the National
Trust, and the Guam Preservation
Trust took legal action to stop the
US military from building at least
five firing ranges in Pagat Village.

Recently Hawaii District Court
Judge Leslie Kobayashi denied a
US Department of Defense motion
for a “voluntary remand and stay”
of the lawsuit.

Pagat, which is said to date
from 700 AD, is one of the last
remaining ancient settlements of
Guam’s indigenous people, the
Chamorro. The coastal site features
caves, a limestone forest, and a
number of latte stones — stone pil-
lars used as foundations for homes
in ancient Chamorro society. Pagat
also has medicinal plants, remnants
of pottery and tools, and ancestral
burial grounds.

If the Department of Defense
proceeds with plans to build the fir-
ing ranges on a bluff above Pagat,
the ancient burial grounds would be
closed to the public.

We are Guahan and the two
conservation groups are asking the

Department of Defense to work
with the people of Guam to con-
sider other, more appropriate sites
for firing ranges.

Having lost round one, the
Department of Defense is threaten-
ing to file a motion to dismiss the
lawsuit entirely.

Community resistance to US
military expansion on Guam is
growing.

The plan for the firing ranges is
part of a planned massive US mili-
tary build-up on Guam which will
see some 8,600 marines and their
9,000 dependents move to Guam
from Okinawa, as well as thousands
more construction workers, troops,
and others related to the military
build-up.

The impact of tens of thou-
sands of new residents on an island
of 175,000 has become a centre
of concerns that include cultural
heritage, water supply, sanitation,
health, housing and education ser-
vices, toxic pollution and other seri-
ous problems.

Guam lawyer Leevin Camacho
commented, “We want to make sure
the community is going to be united
to protect our cultural resources
and, broader, to protect our islands
from the build-up.” @&

Broken Hill
Hiroshima Day event
Broken Hill Community Voices

Broken Hill Community Voices will be singing songs to raise awareness about
Hiroshima Day and the dangers posed not just by nuclear weapons, but also by
nuclear power reactors. The choir sings a range of social justice songs and world

music. At this event there will be a particular focus on peace songs, such as the
moving song “Sadako from Hiroshima” by Australian songwriter, Robin Mann.

Come along and learn how to make a paper crane!

3:00pm Saturday August 6
Bells Milk Bar
Patton Street (opposite the park) South Broken Hill

Gaddafi has done a tremendous
amount for Africa and for his people
and NATO started this episode by
arming and aiding and abetting the
“rebels”, namely Islamist terrorists,
separatists, racists and opportunists
mixed with the worst form of scum
from the dregs of Libyan society.

Their military leader al-Hasidi
himself boasted about having links
to Al-Qaeda, their civilian leader
Mahmoud Jibril was the one who
twice voted for the death penalty for
Bulgarian nurses working in Libya,
a penalty overturned by Muammar
Gaddafi.

Enter NATO on the back of false
flag events staged by themselves and
by their pet terrorists, massacres com-
mitted in the streets and blamed on
the Libyan government forces, which
denied the accusations from the outset
and which invited the international
community to see the truth for itself.

Now, as | said | am not going to
engage myself in peddling any old
rumour | glean from the Net, but let
us examine some of NATO’s lies and
see where the truth does not reside.
Firstly, it was the stories that the
Libyan Air Force was bombing civil-
ians. The Russian authorities claimed
that their satellites disproved this as
a lie. Lie number one.

When SKY News was asked by
Saif al-Islam al-Qathafi to take him
to areas which they said had been
bombed, he proved them wrong and
the answer was an embarrassed admis-
sion he was right. Lie number two.

So much for the beginning of the
conflict. Then there were stories of
atrocities committed by the Libyan
Armed Forces, which then turned out
to be the opposite — time after time,
areas liberated by the Army found
civilians with open arms welcoming
them from the scourge which had
terrorised them, raped them, torched
buildings, killed people in the streets
and pillaged. This scourge is what
NATO calls the rebels and what
everyone else calls terrorists or “rats”.
Lie number three.

There followed allegations of rape
because condoms had been found
in the mountains along with Viagra

pills. As | said at the time, you do
not bother to wear a condom if you
are going to commit a gang-rape and
you do not trample a Viagra pill into
the soil, you swallow it. International
NGOs derided this rape story also as
poppycock. Lie number four.

Then there were stories that the
Libyan Armed Forces attack civil-
ians at will. Quite the contrary, the
ones massacring civilians and slit-
ting their throats are the terrorists
which NATO’s Cameron, Obama and
Sarkozy support, the ones dropping
bombs on homes and slaughtering
kids are NATO. Lie number five.

The Libyan Armed Forces are
careful to call to their adversaries
to lay down arms and to give the
civilians time to clear out of the area
before they begin to sterilise it. Where
is this in the international news?

And now, the claims in the inter-
national press on July 18, that Brega
has fallen. There is video evidence
that it has not. There are reports on
the ground that up to 500 terrorists
were slaughtered as they tried to take
it, there are reports that this massive
defeat has sparked off pitched battles
among Islamist clans in Benghazi
itself.

Such reports we cannot confirm
because we are not on the ground but
after the lies NATO and their terrorist
friends have produced...? | have just
received first-hand evidence from a
Libyan officer on the front line saying
the terrorists have been cleared way
out of Brega to the East.

Finally, allegations that mercenar-
ies from France, Britain and Qatar
have been captured by the Libyan
Armed Forces. These are boots on the
ground which is illegal under UNSC
Resolution 1970 (2011) and allega-
tions that a vessel full of equipment
and specialist troops is on its way
through the Suez Canal to Libya.
Again, these are as yet allegations but
would anyone be surprised?

NATO’s exit strategy is to claim
the no-fly zone (which was never
necessary in the first place) has been
implemented and to allow the African
Union to mediate, allowing the
Libyan people to decide what to do.
Colonel Gaddafi himself proposed
a democratic election which NATO
refused. It is obvious, then, that this
is not about democracy, now, is it?
Pravda &

Brit firm deals on torture

Paddy McGuffin

A British-based mining firm has
settled out of court over allegations
that 33 indigenous Peruvians were
tortured by police after protests
against subsidiary Rio Blanco
Copper SA.

Monterrico Metals settled with-
out admitting liability over allega-
tions, dating back to 2005, that it
was complicit in the torture and
mistreatment of claimants which
included them being forced into
sacks and beaten.

Photographs showed protest-
ers hooded, handcuffed and injured
and the claimants have alleged
they were abused, threatened and
that two women were subjected to
sexual abuse.

Five claimants were shot and
one lost an eye as a result.

Claimant Elizabeth Cunya
Novillo stated: “The three days of
detention were some of the worst
of my life. When | was beaten it
changed my world ... it was as

though a tornado had destroyed
everything.”

Another, Senesio Jimenez, stat-
ed: “When we arrived for talks they
ejected us with beatings and bullets,
they tortured us on our own land.
A peasant is sometimes treated like
an animal with no right to live, they
have no compassion.

“| thought there was no hope of
justice. Every day | remember the
beatings and abuse. | cannot forget
it. At work those thoughts won’t
go. | despair that my land will
disappear.”

The claimants also allege that
the incident formed part of a com-
pany strategy designed to suppress
opposition to the mine.

They claim that an attack on
the peasant community of Segunda
Cajas by a mob wielding sticks
and stones was orchestrated by Rio
Blanco Copper, resulting in exces-
sive force by police against the
villagers.

Other incidents are claimed
to have been organised by the

company between January and
April 2006 to intimidate opponents
of the mine.

This is denied by Monterrico.

In September 2006 Rio Blanco
Copper wrote to the communi-
ties expressing its “most deeply
felt apologies for attitudes and
conflicts that in the past have
occurred between certain of its
staff and workers, and some fami-
lies, and organisations and com-
munity leaders of the provinces of
Huancabamba and Ayabaca.”

Monterrico denies that this
apology was related to the August
2005 incident.

Leigh Day and Co solicitor
Richard Meeran said: “Our clients
suffered deplorable mistreatment
and were denied justice in Peru.

“This was an extremely costly
exercise for Monterrico and con-
stitutes a salutary lesson to multi-
nationals operating in developing
countries.”
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Chileans demand

free education
ﬁﬁfﬁm

Alberto Ampuero

In the past four weeks, the Chilean
education system has been caught
in the eye of a storm driven by
hundreds of thousands of students
and teachers who are demanding
democratic education reforms.

The central demand is for equal,
free and fair higher education, gov-
ernment control of secondary educa-
tion, and an end to a “market based”
educational model.

“We are thousands of university
and secondary education students
across the country, occupying the
universities, high schools and streets
in order to say that education is a
social right to which all of us, men
and women, boys and girls should
have access free of charge,” declared
protestors, who criticised the fact that
the Chilean government has left the
crucial education sector in private
hands, creating immense social dif-
ferences in Chile.

The Sebastian Pifiera administra-
tion was not the first to turn education
into a profit-making institution, but
it has taken this process to an openly
commercial extreme.

Many of the country’s current
problems date from the neo-liberal
reforms that were applied under the
Pinochet dictatorship from 1973 to
1990, which cut public education
funding and pushed the creation of
private educational institutions. As a

result, the Chilean education system
today shows a high degree of social
segregation.

After the end of the military dicta-
torship, efforts were concentrated on
extending the coverage of the nation’s
school system. Today, Chile budgets
about four percent of its gross national
product for public education, a figure
UNESCO recommends should be at
least seven percent.

Chile has 3.5 million primary
and secondary students and around a
million students in higher education.

In Chile, primary and secondary
education is offered free of charge by
municipalities and on a pay-as-you-
go basis by educational corporations
that may also receive government
subsidies depending on what they
charge families for tuition and fees.

However, at the level of higher
education, the problem is that all the
universities must find their funding on
the open market, even public institu-
tions. For this reason, the financial
burden falls primarily on families
who have to go heavily into debt to
pay tuition and fees, with student
loans that finally end up as costly as
a mortgage.

It was in this context that students
returned to the streets on July 14 to
demand “free and quality education”,
and a free and public university sys-
tem, and to reject the intervention of
private businesses in the education
sector.

Students hold a banner with drowmgs deplchng, left to rlght Chile's Educahon Minister Joaquin Lavin, Chile’s
President Sebastian Pinera, Chile’s late dictator Augusto Pinochet and Chile’s former Presidents Mlchelle Bachelet and
Ricardo Lagos, as they demonstrate demanding reforms in Chile's educational system in Santiago, Chile, Thursday,

30-06-2011.

“We want to move ahead to an
education system that opens up possi-
bilities for breaking with this unequal
and socially-segregated model for
Chile,” declared student leaders.

The crisis of the education sys-
tem, which has been brought out
very powerfully in the students’
demands and mobilisations, is only
one expression of a much broader and
deeper problem: the extreme degree
of social inequality that currently
exists in Chile.

World honours
Nelson Mandela at 93

Marilyn Bechtel

The 93rd birthday of Nelson
Mandela was celebrated around
the world July 18, paying tribute
to the hero who spent 27 years
in prison for his leading role in
the fight against South Africa’s
apartheid regime.

Mandela was released in 1990.
Just four years later, he was elected
the first black president of the new
multiracial South Africa, serving
until 1999.

Affectionately known to mil-
lions in South Africa and around the
world by his clan name — “Madiba”
— Mandela spent the day with his
extended family in his home vil-
lage, Qunu, about 1,200 kilometres
south of Johanneshurg.

Before visiting Mandela, South
African President Jacob Zuma
vowed to increase the membership
of the governing African National
Congress to one million in the for-
mer president’s honour. Speaking
at Liliesleaf Farm, a historic site of
the anti-apartheid struggle, Zuma
said the ANC had grown by nearly
200,000 in less than a year.

“The ANC is immensely proud
to have Madiba as its leader,” Zuma
said. “We are proud to share his
legacy with all our people and the
world today, on Nelson Mandela
International Day.”

The other member organisations
of the country’s Tripartite Alliance,
the South African Communist Party
(SACP) and the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU),
also sent warm greetings.

“For years as an ANC activ-
ist and leader, [Mandela] led and
served with selfless dedication and
embodied values that have been
adored beyond the realms of our
national liberation movement,” the
SACP said in a statement.

The trade union federation
joined the tributes: “On this day
COSATU remembers a devoted
fighter against racial oppression, a
champion of the Freedom Charter
.. a comrade whose life history is
an epitome of selflessness and ser-
vice to the people.”

Since 1990 the three organi-
sations have worked together to
build a democratic and non-racial
South Africa, and for a continued
process of political and economic
democratisation.

Tributes poured in from around
the world.

“Madiba continues to be a bea-
con for the global community, and
for all who work for democracy,
justice and reconciliation ... we con-
gratulate Nelson Mandela and hon-
our his vision for a better world,”
said President Barack Obama.

At the United Nations, which
has declared July 18 “International
Nelson Mandela Day,” leaders
of regional groups in the General
Assembly joined in sending their
good wishes.

Just after 8am in South Africa,
millions of school students simul-
taneously sang a special version of
“Happy Birthday.”

Around the country, and in
many places around the world,
people observed Mandela Day by

giving 67 minutes to honour the
anti-apartheid leader’s 67 years

of public service. Among service
projects: bringing donated food,
blankets and other supplies to the
elderly, fixing potholes, giving
books to schools, taking children on
outings, tweeting inspiring Mandela
quotes.

Dennis O’Donnell, station
director at SAFM, a sponsor of
Mandela Day activities, summed it
up for a Los Angeles Times reporter:
“There’s a lot of healing that needs
to take place in this country, and
these acts of kindness will eventu-
ally break down the barriers and
mistrust between the races in this
country.”

Born in 1918 into a junior
branch of a traditional ruling family
in the Transkei, Mandela became
an attorney, practicing for several
years in Johannesburg together with
fellow anti-apartheid activist Oliver
Tambo. Mandela later headed
Umkhonto we Sizwe, the ANC’s
armed wing. He spent a major part
of his 27-year imprisonment in
the harsh, isolated Robben Island
Prison.

Mandela has received over 250
awards, including the 1993 Nobel
Peace Prize.

Since his retirement, one
of Mandela’s primary commit-
ments has been to the fight against
AIDS. His second son, Makgatho
Mandela, died of the disease in
2005.
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This is a society that has watched
itself disintegrate thanks to economic
policies that were imposed from
above, and by a resulting extreme
ideology of individualism that has
minimised and eroded any sense of
social responsibility.

This is the social context that
explains the current crisis in the
education system, which only works
to reproduce existing inequalities.

What is needed is access to the
resources that would be required to
substantially improve quality of pub-
lic education at all levels, resources
that under the present social system
can only be obtained by imposing
a significant tax-hike on highest-
income individuals, that is to say,
the establishment of a progressive
tax system.

Perhaps most notable is that the
students in their demands, beyond that
of simply improving the education
system, have been able to focus on
transformations that aim at the very
heart of the system.

Thus, for example, “re-nation-
alisation of the copper” is a central
theme of the national economy. The
Chilean copper-mining industry was
turned over to the transnational cor-
porations under Pinochet.

In 2010, the country’s great
copper mines earned some US$14.3
billion dollars in profits. This is the
figure that the students have brought
to the table, because of its obvi-
ous relationship to the financing of
education.

The budget of the Education
Ministry for 2011 was fixed at
US$10.777 billion dollars, which
means that the profits made by the
great mining corporations are about
25 percent more than Chile’s entire
education budget.

The fight for a basic transforma-
tion of the educational system thus
shows itself as one part of a larger
struggle for social justice and for the
democratisation of the country.
People’s World &

Egyptian cabinet
sworn in by military

Egypt’s new cabinet was sworn
into office last week but activists
staging an ongoing sit-in in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square said many ministers
were still tainted by links to the
Hosni Mubarak dictatorship. The
cabinet has limited powers as the
country is still administered by the
Supreme Council of the Armed
Forces.

Ministers took their oaths of
office in front of council chief Field
Marshal Hussein Tantawi and it
is the generals who are presiding
over the drafting of “guidelines” for
Egypt’s new constitution.

The army also sparked alarm as
a council member said that it would
not allow international monitors
to observe Egypt’s parliamentary
elections, which are planned for
October.

Major General Mamdouh
Shaheen, who has previously
remarked that the army should
be protected from the “whims”
of civilian government, said:

“We have nothing to hide, but we
reject anything that affects our
sovereignty.”

But national council for
human rights spokesman Hafez
Abou Saada said the decision had
ominous echoes of Mr Mubarak’s
regime, under which elections were
marred by widespread rigging con-
ducted by the Interior Ministry.

“Promises of free and fair
elections from the military are
not enough,” Mr Saada said.
“International monitors are part of
any modern election. Many coun-
tries are watching what is happen-
ing in Egypt.

“This is not a very positive
signal.”

Tahany el-Gibali, who is part of
a 50-member panel working on the
future constitution, said that “most”
panel members were opposed to a
political role for the military.

But fellow member Mohammed
Nour Farahat said that when the
draft is ready it would be submit-
ted to the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces, who would decide
whether to “adopt it, amend it,
issue it by decree or put it up for a
referendum.”
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The struggle over the
Kimberley gas hub

The en masse arrest of 24 civilian
protestors advocating that the
Kimberley gas hub does not pro-
ceed in the Kimberley is a matter
for all Australians to consider.
Protestors were pummelled by a
vacuum of inhumanity.

The Goolarabooloo peoples, the
Jaba Jaba peoples, Broome communi-
ties, and people who have turned up
from around the state and the country
are being arrested for honourably
holding their ground on land that
belongs to all of us.

The actions of the police should
be strongly questioned. The police,
whether they be federal or state are
often trapped in the fact that they can’t
see past their uniforms to the light of
our collective humanity and to the
common good. They should not be
misused as our governments’ soldiers
and as the enemy of the people.

When they allow themselves to be
misused by governments and multina-
tionals as their front-line troops they

cast ill not only upon themselves but
upon humanity and on the pursuit of
the common good. They cast a dark
pall of aspersions.

The Goolarabooloo and the Jaba
Jaba were not extensively consulted
and they were not allowed to represent
themselves in their proper numbers
during “negotiations”. The majority
of Elders were not present and were
essentially excluded. The land that the
state government seeks to acquire, not
for the people of Western Australia
but for a multinational that returns
little to people in general does not
belong to governments or the myth of
the “Crown” The land belongs to the
past, the present and to the future, to
all those to come and for these reasons
there must be lands we leave pristine.

The Pilbara has been brought to
its knees with excessive industrialisa-
tion, and we must not rapaciously do
the same to the Kimberley. The state
Liberal government, and ALP federal
politicians, have deceived the people
in their race to acquire land.

In a civil and just society police
would not allow themselves to be
used as they have by government, and
government would not allow itself
to be used the way it has by multi-
nationals, and multinationals would
not be allowed to exist in the manner
they do. The people would always
be allowed their right to protest. In
lieu of the injustices thousands are
needed at the roadside blockade in
the Kimberley.

Gerry Georgatos
WA

On the Party press

If Lenin and the Bolsheviks had
the Internet would they have used
it? Probably yes, but judiciously.
Hostile governments can jam it but
an underground press can survive
adverse conditions.

In her interview with Bob Briton
(Guardian #1507) Beryl Miller
described her branch’s Guardian
distribution in a disciplined and
consistent manner.

Lenin considered the network
of party members conveying Iskra
(the Spark) from European presses
into the heart of Russia as not only a
means of disseminating propaganda
but an organisational necessity for the
Bolshevik party. Information about
conditions in Russia flowed back to
Lenin in exile.

Selling our paper is excellent
training for newer members! As rep-
resentatives of the CPA, having read
the current issue is not enough, they
should also be familiar with party
policies as expressed in our Political
Resolution. Face-to-face contact
with working people provides an
opportunity to find common ground,
to discuss and persuade.

Electronic media has its own
strengths but distributing The
Guardian is an action under our own
control.

Let us resolve to be more vigor-
ous in distributing what is an excellent
workers” weekly!

Tony Kushelew
SA

Hiroshima Never Again
Sydney

Hiroshima Day Saturday August 6

Ban Nuclear Weapons, Troops Home Now, No Uranium Mining!

Forum
11:00am Teachers Federation NSW Building
23-33 Mary Street, Surry Hills, NSW
Speakers:
Intro by John Hallam, PND UN lobbyist
Chaired by Radhika Raju, CFMEU
Hans Kristensen, Nuclear Weapons Expert (USA)
Prof. Richard Broinowski, Author, Fact or Fission
Donna Mulhearn, Peace activist
Performance by Ecopella

March and Rally
2:00pm Belmore Park
(near Central Station)

Speakers:
Welcome by Aunty Millie Ingram
Kiyo Takahashi, Japanese community speaker (311 Group)
Andre Lariviere & Francois Mativet, Sortir De Nucleaire (France)
Lee Rhiannon, Greens Senator for NSW
Dr Wahid Kazi, Afghani academic
Warren Smith, Maritime Union of Australia
Kiyo Takahashi, 311 Sydney campaign group
Councillor John McInerney, Sydney City Council
Natalie Wasley, Beyond Nuclear Initiative
Performance by Soleluna, Rindou (Taiko drum) and
Hokkai Soran (dance)

More information:
www.hiroshimacommittee.org
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Obama’s
“withdrawal”’
all smoke
and mirrors

US President Barack Obama,
in announcing that 10,000 US
troops would be withdrawn from
Afghanistan by the end of this year
and a further 23,000 by the end of
the [northern] summer of 2012,
strove carefully to give the impres-
sion that this was “the beginning of
the end” for US involvement there.

Getting the US out of the deadly
Afghan quagmire was a campaign
pledge that helped get Obama elected
to the White House, and it is not with-
out significance that under the time-
table Obama recently announced the
largest number of US troops would
be withdrawn on the eve of the next
US Presidential election.

But would this really mean the
end of US military involvement in
Afghanistan? Not at all.

As President, Obama increased
the number of US troops in the
country and now he is going to
remove those extra troops. There were
over 70,000 US soldiers serving in
Afghanistan when Obama took office
and when his much-vaunted “with-
drawal” is finished there will still be
more than 70,000 US soldiers there.

As a “withdrawal” it is really a
form of sleight of hand, a magician’s
trick in which smoke and mirrors are
used to convince people to believe

the magician’s patter and to think
that something has happened when
in reality it has not.

Cuban journalist Eduardo José
Gonzélez posed the question on Radio
Havana of whether the US-led inva-
sion of Afghanistan had improved
global security? His answer: “Not
at all.

“On the contrary, conflicts and
terrorist acts, international tensions
and fear have multiplied over this
past decade. No one today can say
that this planet is a quieter and
safer place because of the invasion
of Afghanistan.”

He also commented that the inva-
sion had certainly not improved the
quality of life for the Afghan people
either, noting that last year alone
2,770 Afghan civilians were Killed,
more than the occupation forces lost
in the whole decade. “In total, this
war has cost nearly ten thousand
innocent lives.”

And for what? As Gonzélez says,
“this war is militarily, economically
and politically unsustainable”. But
the stated aims of the US and NATO
in Afghanistan — to combat terrorism
and to bring democracy to the Afghan
people — are not their real aims, any-
more than they were the real aims of
the invasion of Irag.

Gonzélez notes the irony that
“the only thing that has improved
[in Afghanistan following the US
invasion] is the production of opium.
When the Taliban ruled, this crop was
about to be eradicated, but it has now
increased by more than 1400 percent.”

Eradication of opium production
of course was not a state of affairs that
the US intelligence community and its
big business allies could easily toler-
ate. The drug trade is a major source
of funds for both “black” intelligence
operations and illicit commercial
activities.

Even bigger money is tied up
in dominating and controlling the
potential energy corridor from the oil
and gas fields of Central Asia to India
and China and, the other direction, to
Turkey and Europe. An aggressor in
control of Afghanistan is uniquely
strategically placed to dominate and
control energy supplies to and from
Iran and China.

US client Pakistan, a

nuclear power hostile to China,
adjoins Afghanistan and has sup-
ported anti-progressive forces there
in the past. Imperialism will also
be keeping an eye on neighbouring
Uzbekistan, which exports uranium
to the United States.

With its all too evident disdain
for legality in international affairs, the
US can pretty well be relied on in the
future to engage in some dangerous
adventures in such a strategically
significant area.

Another war the US is waging
and losing is the so-called “war on
drugs”. It is a war, however, that
some US companies would be very
unhappy to see come to an end. Which
companies? Those in the arms trade.

At a meeting on June 11 with
members of the Mexican commu-
nity living in California, Mexican
President Felipe Calderon reiterated
that the US weapons industry bears
responsibility for “the deaths of thou-
sands of people” that are occurring in
Mexico because of violence related to
drug trafficking.

(If you think that figure must be
exaggerated consider this: “Organised
crime [in Mexico] left more than
10,000 people dead in 2010, accord-
ing to an article in the Reforma
newspaper.)

A June 13 report from the US
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) acknowledged
that 70 percent of weapons seized by
the Mexican authorities from drug
dealers are of US origin.

The US regularly decries the
activities of “Mexican drug cartels”,
but President Calderdn noted that
Mexico is located next to the largest
consumer of drugs on the planet,
another great incentive for the devel-
opment of organised crime.

It is ironic, is it not, that the
USA, the country most affected by
the consumption of narcotics is also
the principal supplier of weapons to
the drug dealers? It is also ironic that
the only public strategy that the US
authorities will recognise or accept
for dealing with the drug problem is
the one that failed so spectacularly in

the USA itself in the 1920s and *30s:
prohibition.

Prohibition in the US produced
an exponential increase in the wealth
and influence of organised crime, in
gang violence, and in the spread of
corruption among politicians and the
police. It has had exactly the same
effect in other countries where it has
been imposed as the solution to a
social problem.

There are plenty of people in the
US who, like their counterparts in
Mexico, believe the policy of waging
war in the streets will not overcome
the drug problem, whether the drug
is alcohol, ecstasy, heroin, cocaine or
something else.

But there is big money to be made
from the drug trade, not only from the
sale of drugs but also — as we have
seen — from supplying the weapons
for waging the “war on drugs”.

So long as politicians continue
to treat the drugs question as a crime
problem and not a socio-medical
problem, so long will we see no
improvement. &
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Worth Watching 11

A

Rob Gowland
previews

ABC & SBS

Public Television

Sun 31 July -
Sat 6 Aug

his week on Wonders of the

Universe (ABC1 Tuesdays
at 8.30pm), professor Brian Cox
deals with the fascinating if complex
question of gravity. As usual with
this series, his quest for unusual and
striking sites in which to locate his
ingenious and yet illuminating analo-
gies (“imagine this rock is the Earth™)
takes us to some exquisite locations.

More importantly, however,
it provides a visually stimulating
background for what is essentially
an explanatory lecture on Einstein’s
general theory of relativity, no mean
feat in itself.

Viewers may or may not grasp
the intricacies of Einstein’s depic-
tion of gravity not as a force but as a
process of falling, falling into a dent
or a chasm in space-time, but his
description of the gravitational pull of
a black hole as akin to trying to swim
upstream from the edge of a massive
waterfall is very effective.

This is only a short series, but
everyone should have a copy and
return to it at intervals, in order to
master the fundamental concepts
contained in it.

rasing David (ABC2
Wednesday August 3 at
9.30pm) is an English film by a
filmmaker who is obviously deeply

perturbed by the discovery that Britain
is “the third most advanced surveil-
lance society” in the world.

The average adult in the UK is
now registered on over 700 databases
and is caught daily on one of four
million CCTV cameras (there is one
on nearly every street corner).

Filmmaker David Bond is only
one among many Brits who thinks
that in the name of “fighting crime”
or “preventing terrorism”, the liber-
ties that constituted the British way
of life have been thrown out with the
bathwater.

He is no “hardcore leftie” how-
ever. On the contrary: his benchmark
for what constitutes a police state is
the socialist GDR and his benchmark
for a repressive state instrumentality
is the Stasi.

The GDR was the gateway
between the West and the socialist
bloc. More than seventy Western
intelligence agencies had staff and
facilities based in West Berlin, for
sabotage and espionage against the
GDR and from there against all the
socialist countries.

The Stasi waged a ceaseless
struggle to defend the people of the
GDR against this constant threat.
And they did not do it alone. One
of their great successes was the way
they were able to mobilise the people
to enthusiastically join in the task of
defending their socialist state.

(Imperialism, especially US and
German imperialism have done such
an effective job on demonising the
Stasi, they have quite wiped away
memory of the Gestapo! So that when
called upon to give the name of a
repressive state police system, many
people in the US and Western Europe,
don’t even think of the Gestapo, let
alone that hot bed of assassins and
frame-ups, the FBI.)

David Bond became significantly
interested in data bases and what they
might contain when he received a

David Bond close-up — Erasing David (ABC2 Wednesday August 3 at 9.30pm).

letter informing him that his daughter
Ivy was among 25 million British
residents whose details had been lost
by the country’s Child Benefit Office.

He decided to test just how much
information about ordinary people is
available to police or private (read
“commercial”) snoopers on publicly
available date bases. So he went on
the run for a month, while one of the
world’s top private enquiry agencies
tried to locate him first.

The exercise had some curious
side effects. Although he was not
really on the run, David became
increasingly paranoid, something his
video diary of the experience shows
only too clearly.

And why wouldn’t he, with
people going through his rubbish bins,
tapping his phones, pursuing every
aspect of his private life?

Despite its (mercifully brief) foray
into Stasi-bashing, the film is worth
seeing, for it does point out that an
even bigger threat to civil liberties

THE ISLE OF DENIAL

WILLIAM CUFFAY IN VAN DIEMEN'S LAND!

“I know my cause is good ... I feel I could bear any punishment proudly, even the scaffold”

A documentary by Maree Delofski, Nick Franklin & Mark Gregory
To be first broadcast 2pm Sunday July 31on Hindsight, ABC Radio National

In 1848 William Cuffay, the son of a freed slave, was amrested and transported to Van Diemen's Land by a
government fearful of revolution that was sweeping through Europe. Aged 6o Cuffay, a tailor and leader of
the London Chartists, was campaigning for the right to vote as part of the first mass working class movement
in the world. His transportation to Australia didn’t end his political activity. He continued to organise and
agitate for democratic nghts in Tasmania for another 20 years until he died in 1870 aged 82.

Cuffay’s Chartist legacy is enshnned today in parhaments in Britain and Australia. His lifelong political
activism remains an inspiration to those who believe in workers rights, human nights and democracy.
Although Cuffay died a pauper, four newspapers in three states — Tasmamia, NSW and Victona — published
obituaries. One observed that his grave had been ‘'marked’ should a memonal be built at some future time.
141 years later the memorial 1s yet to happen. Cuffay's grave — along with thousands of other convicts —
disappeared under what 1s today a basketball court. But now a new wave of historians and activists are
pushing for a Cuffay monument in recognition of his considerable contribution towards winming basic human
freedoms today often taken for granted.

‘The Isle of Denial: William Cuffay in Van Diemen'’s Land' serves as an audio memonal to one of the great
forgotten working class heroes of 19th century Britain and Australia.

For further information contact:

-

in Britain than the government is the
corporate world.

Corporations make massive use of
personnel date bases, but who controls
these private lists? David talks to a
man whose name and other details
were placed on a child pornography
site, either by accident or more likely
maliciously. Shortly afterwards he
lost his job for no discernible reason;
his life was ruined, but he has been
unable to do anything about it.

Something David does not
investigate is the use of data bases
for blacklisting. That would make
for a very potent film indeed, but the
filmmaker would need more class
understanding than David Bond cur-
rently possesses | think.

Still, he’s made a start.

he British series Grand

Designs is about designing
and building architecturally exciting
new homes. They are not usually
for ordinary people but for the well
educated and well heeled.

Some of them are not just posh
but innovative and clever.

Now there is a new kid on the
block: Restoration Man (ABC1
Thursdays from August 4 at
6.00pm), which focuses not on build-
ing but on restoring old buildings
and in the process turning them into
remarkable modern day homes.

Each week presents a different
derelict church, ruined windmill or the
like and the enthusiasts who want to
make it into their dream home.

The series is presented by
“Architect George Clarke” who
offers advice and support, and
although he does not appear to actu-
ally do very much on each project, he
seems very keen on making sure that
we know he was part of it. | found
his intrusive references to his own
contribution to be a bit of a pain.
Which is a pity because otherwise
the series is almost a clone of Grand
Designs. If you like that then you
should like this. &
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Woody Guthrie:

An American Radical

by Will Kaufman

University of lllinois Press, 2011

Was a big high wall there/ That tried to stop me;

A sign atop it said:"Private Property”.

But on the other side/ It didn't say nothing.

That side was made for you and me

In the annals of US folk culture, Woody
Guthrie stands as both a father figure and
an enigma. Composing biting songs of
dissent simultaneous to allegories of our
nation’s beauty, Guthrie has the distinction
of being known today as a legend with a wide
following, whereas in his own time he was
followed by federal agents who viewed him
as part of a folksinging conspiracy. Guthrie
dedicated his life to fighting for the poor and
working class but must be recalled as one
who wandered through his responsibilities
to the point of abandoning his first wife
and children.

While fighting for unions and against Jim
Crow, he almost single-handedly founded the
modern protest song genre — but all too often
sabotaged relevant components of its institutions
with his propensity toward restlessness and
infighting. The contradictions are maddening;
Woody was deeply complex, shrouded in single-
minded rebellion and a lifetime of folklore.

While historians of fairer heart than Will
Kaufman may choose to focus on Guthrie’s
populism and love of the land, in this well-paced
and artfully composed biography, we are toured
through the revolutionary core of the folk song
revival and its leading exponent. The winding,
multi-layered Left cultural movement of the
1930s and ’40s grew from age-old folk songs
before becoming infused with the radicalism
of industrial toilers and the guiding hand of
Marxism. It produced a relentless, daring body
of work that not only protested the greed of
capitalist exploitation but rang out in celebration
of the workers’ pride.

Woody Guthrie lived to create a repertoire
exemplifying this fight for the common good
and in order to do so thrust himself into the
heart of organised labour, the early civil rights
movement, the call for peace, the intensive
battle against fascism and the struggle against
right-wing oppression at home. Guthrie’s writing
of both poetry and prose was prolific, almost
obsessive, with his dissent nearly always worn
proudly, just rude enough to be heard.

Woody Guthrie: American Radical opens
with an introduction that offers some ratio-
nale for the drive toward Leftism Woody felt,
exemplified by some of his song quotes and
bits of prose, while also clarifying author
Kaufman’s own journey through music and
politics (Kaufman, in addition to being a uni-
versity professor is also a singer and perform-
ing musician himself). Of Guthrie’s repertoire,
Kaufman wrote: “His songs could have been
sung anywhere from Camp Delt to Abu Gharib
to the death-row cells of the Polunksky Unit in
Texas ... Instinctively 1’d seized on Guthrie as a
link to an almost forgotten America — perhaps
an America that never existed ...”

With a tendency toward seeking out pre-
viously unseen lyrics and other rare Guthrie
writings, Kaufman produces here a volume of
great value to cultural workers and historians
of both music and/or the Left. Most profoundly,
Kaufman reels out the deep involvement Guthrie
had with the Communist Party, initially in
order to perform his song “Mr Tom Mooney is
Free,” written to commemorate the pardon of
celebrated union activist Mooney who’d been
wrongly imprisoned for over 20 years. And
shortly thereafter met Will Geer with whom
he would engage in much activism on behalf
of migrant farmers in California.

Wonderful detail can be drawn from
Kaufman’s account of this often cloudy period,
particularly Guthrie’s connection to John
Steinbeck and the fundraisers they engaged in
together, especially “the Grapes of Wrath Benefit
Concert”. And from the period song notebooks
Kaufman examined in his research (he spent
considerable time at the Woody Guthrie Archive
in NY) one can find lyrics in which Guthrie
reached for something often still out of his grasp.

Kaufman puts into focus the power of
“This Land is Your Land” in its original phase:
Guthrie’s song, initially called “God Blessed
America for Me”, was composed during his
anxiety-provoking cross-country trip to NY
in the winter of 1939 as he contemplated the
hungry and destitute migrants and the plight of a
nation in the throes of depression. Irving Berlin’s
song “God Bless America” somehow was all the
rage. The hit record by Kate Smith blared from
every jukebox and roadhouse but Guthrie saw
in it not only a dangerous complacency but an
even more dangerous blind patriotism.

Viewing Woody Guthrie as both a leader and
a follower of the radical times in which he lived
Kaufman offers considerable background on
other Communist cultural workers and cites the
development of folksong within same. Woody’s
devotion to the Party was conflicted at times and
Kaufman offers a vision for Guthrie’s rationale
about shifts in Party line in this period (i.e.,
hard-line to Popular Front and back).

The presence of figures such as Alan Lomax,
Leadbelly, Aunt Molly Jackson, composer Hanns
Eisler, writer Dashiell Hammett, poet Walter
Lowenfels and of course the Almanac Singers
is poignant. In Kaufman’s hands the deeply
relevant topical song book Hard Hitting Songs
for Hard Hit People — a collaboration of Guthrie,
Lomax and Pete Seeger — comes to life in these
pages and his statement that its “reality is its
core of anti-capitalist anger that translates into
Guthrie’s explicit call for socialist revolution”,
is not simply telling but unique in the realm of
Guthrie biographers.

Woody’s interconnectedness with the
CPUSA is clear throughout this biography, well

beyond the realm of 1940. Following the fascist
invasion of the Soviet Union and the bombing of
Pearl Harbour, Party activism increased widely
and the battle against Hitler was the distinct call.
Guthrie’s work on this Second Popular Front
is well documented here, his radio broadcasts,
journalism, and songs such as “Round and
Round Hitler’s Grave”, as well as his struggle
with fleeting success and periods out to sea with
the Merchant Marines.

Kaufman, too, found newspaper articles
which offer a contemporary insight into the
work of the Almanac Singers, particularly an
account by Daily Worker columnist Mike Quinn
who described a downtown subway ride with
the Almanacs as they performed Woody’s song
“The Sinking of the Reuben James” for the
riders, who soon joined in on the chorus, all
too aware of the perils of servicemen from the
morning headlines.

Kaufman states, as have most other histo-
rians, that Woody Guthrie was never a member
of the Communist Party, instead something of
a cultural attaché in the best of times, citing
that Woody did not have the discipline to be
accepted (this reviewer disputes this following
contact with Almanac Singer Sis Cunningham in
1998 who stated that the group, shortly after her
arrival in N, went to CP headquarters together
to officially join the Party). However he brings to
light something quite novel: Woody’s response
to the post-1945 split between the hardliners
and the group standing by moderate leader Earl
Browder who had dissolved the Party into a
Communist Political Association as an overture
to the Roosevelt Administration during the War.
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Kaufman demonstrates that Guthrie
wholeheartedly sided with the movement to
re-establish the Party proper. Woody’s letters
illustrate his anger as well as, in the same period,
his growing concern about the sharp rightward
turn of the nation during the early Cold War.
Kaufman walks the reader through the mine-
field of Guthrie’s encounters with a broken,
splintered Left in light of House Uu-America
Activities Committee, the Tenney Committee,
a rapidly deteriorating labour movement and
the Peekskill Riot (which Guthrie was present
for — a vocal opponent of the neo-fascist mob
which attacked the concert-goers).

The world within the pages of Woody
Guthrie: American Radical begins to close in
on Guthrie as he experiences this assault on
civil liberties concurrent to the beginnings of
Huntington’s Chorea. While one is challenged
with such a vivid picture of debilitating illness,
it is offered here with the backdrop of the later
1950s through the ’60s, wherein Woody’s legend
began to truly take hold.

First-person accounts, snippets of his writ-
ings and his diminishing trips beyond institu-
tional walls all bring to the facts an image that
is multi-faceted. There is an account of Bob
Dylan attempting to mould himself into the
second coming, frighteningly incorporating
Woody'’s jittery, spastic movements into his act
at Folk City which fits nicely into the accounts of
Guthrie the Myth travelling across the Atlantic
and beyond. Some legends are born, some are
made. And Guthrie’s legend was both.
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